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DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


MOFDAT,  D«GXMBZ&  3,  1837. 

THE  hour  of  twelve  halving  mired,  the  Honorable 
JOHK  C.  CALHOUN,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
SUtes,  took  the  Chair.  The  roU  of  Senators  having^ 
been  called  orer  by  Mr.  Lowbis,  the  Secretary,  it  ap- 
peared that  eveiy  member  was  in  attendance,  except  Mr. 
WxBSTiB,  of  Maasachusetta,  and  Mr.  Tbomas,  of  lUinoia. 
The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to  sach  mem- 
bers as,  having  been  elected  since  the  last  scsnon,  now 
take  their  seats  for  nz  years  from  the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MACON,  the  Secretaiy  was  ordered 
to  wait  upon  the  House  of  Representatires,  and  inform 
them  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  was  present,  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business.  He  returned,  and  reported  that 
the  House  had  not  yet  elected  their  Speaker* 
IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  rose  to  give  notice 
:haty  on  Wednesday  next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  intro- 
luce  a  bill  "  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt"  Mr.  J . 
Lccoropanied  this  notice  with  a  few  remarks,  stating  his 
lesire  that  this  subject  might  receive  the  early  attention 
f  the  Senate,  so  that  its  fate  might,  without  farther  delay, 
c  made  known  to  the  nation.  He  considered  it  his  duty 
>  press  the  subject  at  the  present  session^  and  should 
ave  done  so  at  the  last,  but  he  had  forborne,  in  consi- 
eration  of  its  being  the  short  session  of  Congress,  and  a 
-owd  of  other  business  demanding  the  attention  of  the 
snate. 

A  message  was  then  received  from  the  Bouse  of  Re- 
-eaentatives  by  their  Clerk,  announcing  that  a  <(aorum 
that  House  luul  assembled ;  that  Ahbbbw  Sxivxirsoir, 
Virginia,  had  been  elected  their  Speaker,  and  that 
sy  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 
Soon  af^er,  a  second  message  informed  the  Senate  that 
c  Uotise  had  jlkssed  a  joint  resolution,  that  a  Commit- 
;  be  appointed  by  each  House,  to  wait  on  the  President 
the  CTinted  States,  and  inform  him  that  they  were  ready 
receive  any  communication  he  might  have  to  make. 
rhe  resolution  was  concurred  m,  and  Messrs.  Macoxt, 
L  S9CXTH,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
psurt  of  the  Senate. 

TuxsBAT,  Dxgxmbxb  4,  1837. 
f  1-.  ALM^ON,  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
ointed  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Unitld  States, 
3rte<l  that  they  had  done  so,  and  had  received  for  an« 
r  tliat  the  President  would  make  a  communication,  in 
Ine*  to  bpth  Houses,  at  twelve  o*clock  this  day. 
Voi;.  TV— 1 


I  The  Message,  (which  will  be  found  in  the  .^penim,) 
was  shortly  uter  received  fhnn  the  Pbbsxbbvt  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  John  Adams,  his  Prinde  Beereta* 
rv :  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bxu,  it  was  ordered  that  tlwte 
thousand  copies  of  the  Message,  and  one  thouasiid  IHne 
hundred  copies  of  the  documents  aocompanying  it,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  boor  to  whidi  the  Senate 
shall  stand  adjourned,  was  fixed  at  13  o'clock,  ontil  te- 
ther ordered. 

PRINTER  TO  THE  SENATE. 

Mr.  EATON,  after  some  prefatory  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  embarrassing  situation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
who  was  at  a  loss  to  know  who  was  to  l^e  considersd  as 
the  Senate  Printer,  offered  the  following  Preamble  and 
Resolution : 

In  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  in  1819,  regulating  the 
subject  of  printing  for  the  two  Houses,  respectively,  an 
election  having  been  had  by  the  Senate  during  the  last 
session,  for  a  printer  to  the  Senate,  and  Duff  Green  kMr«- 
ing,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  ResoUqly^ 
received  the  greatest  number  of  votes :  Therefore, 

JSmohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate*  the  said 
Duff  Gfreen  is  duly  elected  printer  to  the  Senate. 

After  a  debate  of  some  aninution,  in  which  MeMTs. 
EATON,  HATNE,  BENTON,  BERRIEN,  and  WC 
BURY,  advocated,  and  Messrs.  MACON, 
CHAMBERS,  and  ROBBINS,  opposed  the  Resolution, 
(ineffectual  attempts  having  been  made  to  lay  il  on  the 
table  and  to  postpone  its  consideration  until  te-norrow,) 
it  was  carried  by  Teas  and  Nays,  as  follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ellisb  Hayne,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLane,  Ridge- 
ley,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Soetii 
Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Williams^  Woodbury 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Bouligny,  CharobefS^ 
Chase,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnston  of  Loulnana, 
Knight,  Macon,  Marks,  Noble,  Parris,  Bobbins,  Boggles, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Willey— 19. 


WxBVxsBJLT,  Dxcxvbxb  5, 1837. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  agreeably  to  leave,  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt ;  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
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Duty  en  Imported  Salt. —  Waiem  AnenaL 
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Thitbssat,  Dbcbmbsb  6,  1837. 

Mr.  NOBLEi  of  Indiana,  accordins^  io  notlee  given  yes- 
tenlay,  and  leare  obtained  to^y,  introduced  a  bill  **  to 
autliorize  the  Legislatilre  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell 
the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in 
that  State  ^*  which  was  read«  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  Monday  next  was  assigned  for  the  appoint^ 
mentof  the  Standing  Conunittees  of  the  Senate,  to  which 
day  it  adjourned. 

MOBBAT,  Dbcbmbbb  10,  18^7. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  communicated  by  the  Vice  President^  and  1500  co- 
pies thereof  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Se^  Appendix  for 
the  Report] 

Mr.  KING  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  declaring 
the  aisentof  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ala* 
bama,  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Cahawba  Navigation 
Company ;  which  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  its  ofii 
cers  for  the  present  Congress,  when  the  following  indi< 
▼iduals  were  declared  to  be  elected,  and  took  the  oaths 
oCthei;  respective  offices : 

.Wai^bb  LowBiB,  Secretary. 

MppvTMx  Uatlt,  Sergeant«t-Arms  and  Doorkeeper. 

•Ub«it  .Tuib,  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 
. .  Tbia  bcittg  the  day  appointed  for  the  election  of  the 
iStand^  Coounittees,  the  Semite  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
the  Chairman  and  memben  of  each  in  rotation,  and  elect 
ed  eight  Committees. 

TuBSDAT,  Dbcbmbbb  11,  1827. 

Mr.  EATON. remarked,  that,  on  inquiry  of  the  Secre< 
tary^  be  bad  found  that  no  rule  existed  as  to  the  number 
of  copies  required  by  the  Senate  of  such  documents  as 
were  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  therefore  offered  tbe 
following  resolution  : 

Retolvedf  That,  unless  when  otherwise  ordered,  the 
u^al  number  of  copies  of  any  document  ordered  by  the 
Senate  to  be  printed,  shall  be  687,  except  bills  and  amend- 
,ments,  tbe  number  of  which  shall  not  exceed  four  hun- 
dred, to  be  distributed  as  heretofore. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  remainder 
oAe  Standing  Committees,  and  made  the  appointments 

WBDjrUDAT,  DSCBXBBB  12,  1827. 

DUTY  ON  IMPORTED  SALT. 
.  MVxUARJUSON  introduced  a  bill  repealing,  in  part, 
.tb»^ty /<m  Impq^ted  sa)t,  which  he  prefaced  by  a  few 
^muks.  ,  He  aaid  that  a  similar,  measure  having  been  be- 
lore. the  Senate  laat  year,  upeii  which  his  conduct  had 
beM.semewM  misunderstood,  he  wished  to  explain  his 
motives  in  nov  Qflfering  this  bilU  It  woukl  be  recollect- 
/Ml.4hattbf  had  ^v^  £s  feeble  effort^  last  year,  to  sus- 
lai»  the  bilV  which  underwent  a  foU  diacussbt?.  He  had 
then  Bupported  it  ipore  from  hisxonvictions  that  the  mea- 
awe  was  ealcuUted  to  be  generally  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
tiyty  than  from  any  knowledge  that  it  was  peculiarly  dcsir- 
able  to  his  own  State,  although  he  believed  Ohio  would 
abare-  in  the  benefit  The  reason  of  his  bringing  forWrd 
tbia  biU,  imd  aiding^  it  with  his  voice,  was,  that  he  was 
now  pcifeotly  convmced  that  it  was  as  loudly  called  for  in 
his  own  State  as  in  any  other  section  of  the  country.  Not 
long  since,  there  was  a  rise  in  the  price  of  salt  which  had 
been  felt  severely  in  Ohio.  This  advance  was  produced 
by  a  combinetion  among  the  capitalists  engaged  in  the 
domestic  manufi^ture,  by  which  the  article  was  brought 
up  to  50  cents.  The  inhabitants  of  Ohio  were,  in  fiict, 
at  the  mercy  of  a  few  capitalists,  who,  at  certain  seasons. 


were  able  to  raise  the  prices  by  a  combination,  whereby 
a  heavy  tax  was  put  upon  the  People,  and  thousands  of 
doUars  realized  by  these  specuUttors.  It  bad  been  for- 
merly argued,  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  imported 
salt  would  injure  the  lale  of  the  domestic  article.  This 
he  did  not  think  could,  in  any  respect,  be  the  case.  The 
bill  which  he  now  proposed  was  the  same  as  that  offered 
bst  year,  and  contemplated  a  reduction,  at  the  expiration 
of  one  year,  of  the  present  duty,  from  20  to  15  cents,  and 
the  next  year  to  10  cents.  So  far  as  the  result  would 
affect  his  own  State,  it  wpuld  be  beneficial ;  because  the 
salted  provisions  which  were  put  down  with  imported 
salt  would  bear  a  competition  with  those  of  any  country  ; 
and,  therefore,  for  the  prosperity  of  that  branch  of  trade, 
it  was  requimte  to  obtain  the  imported  article.  It  now 
came  up  the  Ohio  in  steamboats,  and  was  procured,  al- 
though at  a  high  rate.  To  lower  tbe  i!uty  would  not  in- 
jure the  manufacture,  while  it  would  protect  the  People 
frum  those  combinations  by  which  capitalists  were  able 
to  raise  the  prices  to  an  exorbitant  height.  The  bill  was 
then  reM  tlie  first  time. 

Various  portions  of  the  message  communicated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  were  referred  to  their  respective  committees. 


Thursdat,  Decbxbbb  13,  1827. 
WESTERN  ARSENAL. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  followiii|; 
resolution : 

Setoleedg  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  instruct  one  or  more  officers  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  to  examine  the  Horse  Shoe'Bend,  on 
Licking-  river,  in  tbe  State  of  Kentucky,  and  report  the 
practicability  of  estabUshing  an  armoiy  of  the  United  States 
at  that  place,  similar  to  the  one  at  Harper's  Ferry  or 
Springfield. 

Mr,  JOHNSON  remarked,  in  relation  to  the  resolution 
which  he  now  offered,  that  he  had,  for  fifteen  years,  from 
time  to  time,  submitted  propositions  of  a  similar  nature  to 
Congress  {and  he  believed  no  member  had  ever  opposed 
the  proposition,  either  on  the  score  of  economy  or  pro- 
priety, and  yet  it  seemed  as  hr  from  being  obtained  now 
as  when  it  was  at  first  introduced  into  Congress.  A  bill 
was  nroposcd  by  him  in  Congress  some  years  since,  in  - 
whicn  the  President  was  authorized  to  survey  and  locate 
an  armory  on  the  Western  waters,  but  the  jealousy  of  the 
members  of  this  and  the  other  House,  and  the  dinercnce 
of  opinion  as  to  which  State  it  should  to  be  located  in,  had 
lefl  the  subject,  up  to  this  time,  entirely  afloat.  It  was 
true  that  he  should  prefer  its  locatiQn  in  tbe  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. But  it  was  not  his  intention  to  discuss  that  ques- 
tion now.  If  it  could  not  be  established  in  Kentucky,  he 
was  desirous  that  it  should  be  elsewliere.  In  the  surveys 
that  had  been  made,  the  Licking  Summit  had  been  over- 
looked. This  point  was  situated  in  the  district  which  he 
formerly  represented,  and  on  that  ground  he  was  the 
more  anxious  that  it  should  be  examined  and  its  advan- 
tages decided  upon.  His  resolution,  therefore,  went  to 
authorize  the  survey.  And,  in  advancing  this  wish,  he 
was  convinced  that — apart  from  his  wish  to  serve  a  Peo- 
ple, who,  of  all  others,  had  honored  him  with  their  con- 
ndence — he  was  advocating  a  plan  from  which  public  be- 
nefit and  an  economy  of  the  country's  resources  was  to 
result.  All  he  wished,  was,  to  have  it  settled  whether  or 
not  the  Licking  Summit  was  the  most  eligible  situation 
for  an  armory.  If  it  should  prove  to  be  otherwise,  as 
about  thirty  places  had  already  been  named,  he  did  not 
doubt  affadvantageotts  nte  would  be  found.  1  his  reso- 
lution, however,  he  hoped,  in  the  mean  time,  would  be 
allowed  to  stand  on  its  own  bottom. 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


D«.  14,1827.] 


Ind<TnnyUation  to  Fordgnera.^^mendmad  to  (ht  Rula, 


[SENATE. 


FszsjkT^  Decsmbkr  14,  1827. 

INDEMNIFICATION  TO  FOREIGNEBS. 

Hr.  SMITR/  of  lltryland,  pKsented  the  petition  of 
Robert  Hall,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  prayin(f  for  fur- 
ther indemnification  for  the  destruction  of  the  ship  Union; 
which  was  read,  and,  on  the  question.  Whether  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims — 

Mr.  EATON  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  refer- 
ence of  a  petition  of  this  description,  on  the  ground  that 
the  question  involved  in  it,  could  be  settled  otherwise ; 
and  that  Cong^ss  was  assembled  to  tnnsact  the  business 
of  the  citizens  of  this  country,  and  not  that  of  foretgners. 
If  the  Secretaiy  of  State  could  not  settle  the  question,  he 
ilid  riot  see  how  Congress  could  do  it,  connstentlv  with 
the  principles  by  which  it  was  generally  governed.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  reference  would  not  be  made. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  remarked,  that  this  was  a 
case  out  of  the  scope  of  the  genend  rule  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  alluded.  'I1ie  petition  and 
papers  bad  been  received  and  referred  by-  the  other 
House.  The  vessel  mentioned  in  the  petition  had  been 
seized,  and  the  cargo  forfeited,  on  the  day  after  the 
peace.  And  in  awarding  the  indemnification  at  a  former 
period,  instead  of  obtaining  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  taken 
in  at  Sumatra,  afler  leaving  Cnlcutta,  the  invoice  of  the 
cargo  taken  in  at  Calcutta  had  been  resorted  to.  The 
consequence  was,  that  an  indemnification  was  awarded  to 
the  petitioner  for'  less  in  value  thkn  the  loss  which  he 
really  sustained.  Congress  was  now  asked  to  rectify 
this  injur}',  growing  entirely  out  of  a  mistake,  and  he 
hoped  no  obstruction  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  such 
an  object 

Mr.  BATON  said,  there  was,  of  course,  nothing  per- 

sonal  in  his  remarks— he  only  alluded  to  the  subject,  as 

related  to  the  policy  which  ought  to  govern  Congress  in 

all  such  applications.      He  would  ask  the  gentleman 

from  Maryland,  whether  our  citizens,  going  to  France, 

and  applying  for  any  redress  of  wrongs,  would  be  allowed 

to  approach  the  Legislature  of  the  country  ?    Would  our 

citizens  be  permitted  to  petition  the  French  Chamber  for 

redress  for  any  of  the  numerous  spoliations  made  upon 

our  commerce  ^    Every  one  knew  that  they  would  not. 

Or,  would  they  be  allowed  to  present  their  petitions  to 

the  British  Parliament  ?    It  was  well  known,  that  the 

propcR  channel  for  such  applications  was  through  the 

Secretary  of  State.     In  this  case,  a  foreigner  comes  fo^ 

ward  and  asks  Congress  to  take  his  case  into  consideration. 

if  it  was  considered  ;  if  Congress  did  not  in  this  instance 

show  that  such  applications  were  not  to  be  looked  upon 

as  regular  or  proper,  the  consequence  would  be,  that 

much  of  their  time  would  be  taken  up,  to  what  extent 

could  not  be  known,  in  the  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of 

foreigners,  while  the  concerns  of  our  own  citizens  would 

be  neglected.  Let  this  business  be  done  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Let  it  go  to  the  Secretan*  of  State,  and  if  be  could  not 

settle  it,  let  it  be  sent  to'  the  Preudent ;  then,  if  it  was 

necessary,  from  its  nature,  that  it  should  be  referred  to 

Congress,  the  proper  method  would  be  taken  :  but  let  it 

not  be  brought  here  without  having  first  been  officially 

examined. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  this  was  not  a  case 
to  which  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  would  spply.  It 
appeared  that  it  had  been  formerly  before  Congress,  and 
being  glided  by  incorrect  documents,  they  had  made  an 
erroneous  award.  To  rectify  that  mistake  was  the  object 
of  bringing  it  now  before  Congress  again,  ''fhis,  there- 
fore,  was  a  different  case  from  those  to  which  the  princi- 
ple advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
g-enerally  apply.  He  did  not  know  what  was  tiie  general 
nile  in  Enjgland  ;  but  he  recollected  onte  instance  in 
i%'  Yxlch  an  individual  who  had  done  some  service  under  the 
BrHish  Government,  afler  havin^^  retijrned  to  this  coun. 


try»  and  become  again  an  American  citieen,  applied  to 
the  British  Parliament,  and  received  a  eompeiuatlon  for 
these  services.  He  lioped  the  petition  would  have  a  re- 
ference, as  justice  reauired  that  some  inquify  should  be 
made  into  the  claim  ofthe  petitinner. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observed,  that  he  saw  seme  force  in  the 
objections  made  by  the  gentleman  from  i>niietsee.  The 
petition  was  presented  by  a  British  Mttbjeet.  TIttt  ires 
not  denied.  And  to  bvm  »  a)>pelired  detr.  that  U  tMigfit 
to  be  presented  officially  to  Congress:  therifbre,  H  mkah 
ed  out  of  order  for  him  to  petition  this  b«dy.  The  Ml* 
tleman  from  Karyfamd  had  said,  ^t  this  was  a  caie  imku* 
liarly  fitted  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  hecaiue  it  iUMl 
once  before  been  passed  upon  by  Congress :  henee  h« 
argued  that  it  ougnt  to  be  considered  igtht.  If,  as  Wtt 
stated,  justice  required  that  this  matter  anould  be  invet^- 
ugated,  there  was,  no  doubt,  a  way  in  which  tt  might  b^ 
done.  For  insUnce,  anv  member  might  present  a  reso- 
lution to  that  effect  $  and  if  the  gentleman  fhm  Maryland 
was  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  case— as  ht.  Up. 
H.,  could  not  possibly  be— a  resolution  from  him,  thit  the 
Committee  of^  Finance  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the 
claim,  would,  aa  he  apprehended,  arrive  at  the  desired 
result.  There  were  but  two  ways  in  which  the  matter 
could  be  properly  settled— either  that  the  clahn  should 
come  through  the  British  Minister,  or  should  be  settled  by 
a  resolution  authorizing  its  investigation  by  the  proper 
committee. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  convinced  that  the  citizens  of  other 
countries  had  no  right  to  petition  Congress  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  their  claims.  For,  he  contended,  that  while  our 
citizens  had  not  the  same  ri^ht  in  England,  it  wis  a  pri- 
vilege Englishmen  had  no  nght  to  claim  in  tbii  eountry. 
It  was  partial  and  unequal .  The  ri^hi  was  seeuared  ih  the 
Constitution,  to  our  citizens,  to  petition  Conmss,  and  H 
was  an  infHngement  upon  that  right  to  permit  fbreid^ert 
to  do  so.  If  such  a  privilege  were  once  accorded,  theNI 
would  be  no  possibility  of  measuring  the  tneonveniefteee 
which  would  arise  firom  it.  The  abuse  of  suth  a  privi- 
lege would  scriotuily  interfere  with  the  rights  of  our  <ywil 
citizens.  He  was  aware  of  an  instance  in  wbicli  a  French- 
man had  introduced  a  petition  in  tlie  other  House,  which 
no  American  citizen  would  have  introducod-^and  lie, 
Mr.  B.  having  then  reflected  much  upon  the  effoet  of 
such  a  practice,  came  to  the  conclusion,  tliat  no  foreigner 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  petition  Congress  t  that  they  had 
no  right  to  do  it,  and  that  it  was  an  encroachmentlipon 
the  privileges  of  our  own  citizens.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  rule  would  now  be  established ;  and  that,  here- 
after, foreigners  would  be  restricted  to  applicationt  iMide 
through  their  respective  Ministers.  On  these.]grounds; 
he  was  opposed  to  the  reference  ofthe  petition. 

Mr.  M4C0N  said,  that,  as  it  appeared  desirable  that 
the  petition  should  be  examined  into,  in  order  to  decide 
whether  it  was  or  not  an  improper  petition,  he  should 
move  that  it  lie  on  the  table .  He  did  not  intend  by  thii 
course  to  hiB  it,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  could 
call  it  up  at  any  time. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  RUG- 
GLES,  yesterday,  was  then  considered :  » 

**jRe$okedt  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  Rules 
of  the  Senate : 

Rule  2d.  As  soon  as  the  Journal  is  read,  the  business 
ofthe  Senate  shall  be  Uken  up  as  follows : 

1.  Resolutions  of  State  Legishtures,  petition^  and 
memorials,  shall  be  presented,  and  disposed  of. 

2.  Reports  of  Committees,  and  bdls' introduced  on 
leave. 

3.  Motions  or  resolutions  of  individual  Senators. 

4.  Orders  of  the  day.'* 
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Wettem  Armory  .^Btporien  to  the  SenaU,^Miana  School  Lands.  [Dsc.  17»  1837. 


Aiier  some  conTcxsation  between  Messrs.  RUGGLES, 
FOOT,  and  KING,  on  the  expediency  of  the  Rules  pip- 
posed,  the  resolution  was^  oh  motion  of  Mr.  R.,  laid  on 
the  table*  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WESTERN  ARMORY. 

The  resolution  subnutted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  JOHN- 
80N»  of  Kentucky*  authorizing  the  surrey  of  a  site  for 
the  location  of  an  Armoiy  at  tne  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  on 
liddi^  Hirer,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  that  he  should  neglect  his  duty 
wtre  be  to  allow  this  resolution  to  pass  without  offering 
an  amendment.  As  the  object  proposed  in  this  examina- 
tion was  to  choose  the  best  site  for  a  Western  Armory,  it 
.  oottld  not  be  objected  to  that  any  point  which  was  consi- 
dered Bkely  to  present  the  advantages  required,  should 
alio  be  su^eyed,  as  well  as  the  one  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky.  Wheq  the  surveys  ^ere  former- 
ly made  in  lelation  to  this  object,  a  site  on  Blue  river,  in 
Indiam^  was  pointed  out  to  the  surveyors  j  but  it  was  not 
surveyed.  His  amendment  went  to  propose  the  survey 
of  that  site,  of  one  near  Lawrenceburg,  and  of  a  site  on 
the  Wabash,  near  the  mouth  of  Eel  river. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  that  there  were  other  sites,  as  Well  as 
those  already  named,  which,  when  the  matter  was  fairly 
before  the  Senate,  he  should  propose  for  examination. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  agree  with  him  that  the 
subject  ouffht  to  be 'examined  thoroughly  ;  and,  in  order 
that  it  might  be,  he  should  move  to  lay  the  resolution  and 
the  amendment  on  the  table,  and  print  them  ;  but  widved 
his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  did  not  see  the  object  of  proposing 
to  print  the  resolution  and  amendment.  If  the  resolu- 
tion was  to  be  considered,  he  should  be  under  the  ne- 
eemity  of  offering  another  amendment,  to  examine  a 
site  on  Cypress  and  Shoal  Creeks  in  AUbama.  This 
situation  comprised  manifold  advantages.  It  enjoyed 
the  most  perfect  water  communication  with-  the  whole 
Western  Country,  and  would  afford  the  greatest  facility 
to  any  defence  the  country  might  hereafter  be  called 
upon  to  make  against  attacks  along  the  Gulf  country. 
Among  the  various  advantages  of  this  position  mi^ht  also 
be  enumerated  an  abundance  of  iron  ore  in  its  viciiiit),  of 
the  very  best  quality. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  rose,  with  the  remark,  that  he  should 
not  represent  the  true  interests  of  his  constituents,  did  he 
neglect  to  bring  forward  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion, a  proposition  to  add  to  the  ntes  to  be  examined,  that 
of  Zanesvifie.  This  place  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  been 
surveyed,  and  favorably  reported  upon ;  but  the  difficulty 
of  tamsportiog  to  it  the  materials  for  the  erection  of  the 
aimoiy,  was  then  objected  to.  This  objection,  however, 
wtt  now  removed,  as  the  Ohio  Canal,  constructed  within 
two  year^  had  obviated  that  difficulty,  rendering  Zanes* 
vUle  accessible  by  navigation  of  the  safest  description. 
He  thought  that,  these  being  the  &cts,  ZanesviUe  was 
lully  entitled  to  a  re-examination.  It  would  be  also  re- 
ec^et^  that  it  was  within  100  miles  of  the  Ijikes,  and 
the  communication  was  free  and  direct  with  Lake  Erie, 
through  which  this  country  was  most  likely  to  be  attacked 
ia  case  of  war. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that,  to  save  time 
and  trouble,  he  would  offer  another  resolution,  (as  we  un- 
dentood  him,)  similar  to  that  offered  and  amended  last 
year,  and  comprising  all  the  sites  then  proposed. 

[He  was  informed  oy  the  Chair,  that  it  was  out  of  order 
to  offer  any  other,  until  that  now  before  the  Senate 
should  be  <U8posed  of.] 

He  then  moved  to  withdraw  the  resolution  under  consi- 
deration { which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  it  was  ordered  that, 
iriien  the  Senate  a4ioum,  it  adjourn  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  a^ioumed. 


MovnAT,  BicxKBxn  17,  1827. 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryhincl,  from  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, reported  a  bill  to  reduce,  in  part,  the  duty  on  im- 
ported  salt,  without  amendment. 

REPORTERS  TO  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  HARRI- 
SON, on  Friday,  was  taken  up. 

RuoUted,  That  the  Secretaiy,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  cause  seats  to  be  prepared  upon 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Reporters  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HARRISON  remarked,  that,  for  introducing  this 
proposition,  he  had  but  one  reason.  It  was,  that  the  seats^ 
now  occupied  by  the  Reporters,  were  so  situated,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  hear  those  Senators  who  were 
out  of  their  view.  He  knew  that  the  difficulties  they  now 
labored  under  were  very  great :  for  he  himself  had  been 
made  to  say  things  that  he  had  never  conceived,  which 
he  readily  believed  arose  from  the  iroposubility  that  the 
Reporters  could  catch  distinctly  what  passed  in  the  body 
of  the  Senate.  It  must  be  petfectly  obvious  to  all,  that, 
as  the  seats  of  the  Senators  were  now  arranged,  this  diffi- 
culty must  exist.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  never  expe- 
rienced any  inconvenience  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
seats  were  formerly  arranged ,  but  this  was  a  serious  evil, 
arising  out  of  the  recent  cnange,  wluch  he  wished  to  see 
removed.  If  the  People  were  interested  in  knowing 
what  passed  in  the.  Senate,  and,  if  it  was  proper  that  it 
shoula  be  reported,  it  was  highly  desirable  that  it  should 
be  correctly  reported.    This  could  not  be  done  in  the 

E resent  location  of  the  Reporters.  For  this  reason  he 
ad  introduced  this  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  arrangement  proposed ;  and  was  senable 
of  the  inconveniences  now  experienced  hy  the  Reporters. 
He  had  seen  some  of  the  effects  of  the  difficulty  they  had 
in  hearing — as  his  friend  from  Missouri  had  been  reported, 
in  one  of  the  papers,  to  have  introduced  a  bill  for  a  still 
further  reduction  of  our  Uttle  army  of  6,000  men,  when, 
in  reality,  he  had  only  brought  in  a  bill  to  explain  a  pre- 
vious act,  making  that  reduction  {  which  had  produced 
great  anxiety  among  those  whose  interests  seemed  likely 
to  be  affected.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Reporters,  un- 
der present  circumstances,  to  give  the  proceedings  more 
correctly  than  they  did ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  be  so 
placed  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  their  duties  more  sa- 
tisfactorily. It  was  unnecessary  to  say  how  much  the  pub- 
lic was  interested  in  having  the  reports  correctly  made. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  {  but  suggested  that  it  would  be 
better  to  modify  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  Report- 
ers a  wider  range.  It  might  be  found  that  the  floor  would 
not  be  tiiemost  eligible  situation. 

The  CHAIR  observed,  that  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  would  be  answered  bv  strikin|f  out  the  words 
«on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  ChUmber,"  which  would  leave 
the  location  of  the  seats  at  the  discretion  of  the  Prendent 
and  Secretary. 

lir.  HARRISON  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the  sug- 
gestion, and  moved  the  striking  out ;  which  was  agreed  to . 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  adopted. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  INDUNA. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell  the 
lands  hitherto  appropriated  to  the  use  of  Schools  in  that 
State,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  he  hoped  no  sale  of  lands  by 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  would  be  made  suddenly. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  if  a  precaution  were  taken, 
in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  these  lands,  by  inserting  a 
clause,  deferring  the  sale  until  another  election  should 
have  taken  place,  and  another  stated  ses^on  of  the  Legis- 
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Itture  haTC  been  convened.  The  proportion  would  Uien 
be  fairly  before  the  People*  and  no  act  would  Xtkc  place 
in  which  they  were  not  cUsp<»cd  to  aojuiesce.  He  tu g- 
eerted  this  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  as  a  pnident 
modification  of  thia  bill.  Were  the  ^oanUty  of  land 
peater,  he  would  have  proposed  it  hiroielf ;  but,  the 
amount  being  small,  he  onljr  threw  out  this  8u(|:ge8tion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  that  he  did  not  distinctly  hear 
tbe  gentleman's  remarks  $  but,  in  relation  to  the  sugges- 
tion, he,  ( Mr.  H.  ]  did  not  feel  prepared  to  offer  any  amend- 
ment to  the  bill.     He  should  wish  tlic  biU  to  pass  in  its 
present  form.    But,  if  the  gentleman  desired  to  examine 
Its  merits,  or  to  offer  any  amendment,  he  had  no  objcc- 
tion  to  laying  it  on  the  table,  the  more  especially  as  his 
colJeaeue  was  not  now  in  his  scat.     He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 
Mr.  HAYNB  said,  he  had  received  a  coromunicilion, 
conveying  s  memorial,  which  he  was  rec^uested  to  pre- 
sent, and  to  which  he  would  call  the  particular  attention 
of  the  Senate.    It  related  to  a  subject  of  great  import- 
ance, and  advocated  those  principles  of  free  trade  in  de- 
fence of  which  we  had  already  waged  two  wars,  and  on 
the  preservation  of  which,  he  was  persuaded,  the  pros- 
perity and  permanence  of  the  Union  depended.    The 
memorial  was  signed  by  no  less  than  fifteen  hundred  and 
sixty-two  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity  ;  and  he 
was  assured,  that  there  were  among  the  names  of  the  one- 
morialists,  many  of  the  most  enlightened,  learned,  and 
disinterested  citizens  of  that  metropolis,  and  not  a  few  of 
the  roost  intelligent  and  reflecting  of  her  manufacturers, 
all  of  whom  had  here  united  in  a  decided  remonstrance 
'•  against  any  increase  of  duties  on  imports,  and  especially 
'  on  the  important  and  essential  article  of  woollen  manu- 
^  factured  goods."    The  memorial  wab  written  with  great 
ibility,  andcontained  facts  and  arguments,  which  Mr.  H. 
!Ould  not  bring  himself  to  believe,  would  be  disregarded 
»y  any  enlightened  Legisbture.    There  was  displayed, 
(iroughout,  a  pervading  g^od  sense,  and  a  practical  know- 
idge,  which,  added  to  a  tone  of  candor  and  moderation, 
ouid  not  fiiil  to  secure  for  the  memorial  the  most  respect- 
il  consideration  of  the  Senate.     Mr.  H.  said,  he  wished 
lat  it  might  be  now  read,  in  order  that  the  attention  of 
e   Senate  might  be  seriously  called  to  a  subject,  cer* 
inly  second  in  importance  to  none  that  could  come  he- 
re them  during  the  present  Session.     Mr.  Hatkb  said, 
coutd  not  Uke  his  seat  without  expressing  the  satis&c> 
n  he  felt  in  receiving  the  unequivocal  evidence  afforded 
this  memorial,  that  the  cause  of  "  free  trade  and  unre- 
icted  iniluBtry"  was  not  yet  lost  in  the  East.     His  col- 
^ue  [Mr.  Smtfh]  and  himself  would,  in  a  few  days, 
>mtt  to  the  Senate  the  memorials  from  South  Carolina, 
the  same  subject,  and  he  could  not  but  hope  that  the 
ted  eflTorts  of  the  agriculturists,  merchants,  and  «<  judi- 
us   maniifkcturers,'^  might  yet  save  the  country  from 
evils  of  the  '*  prohibitory  sjrstem."    Mr.  H.  then  sub- 
ted  the  following  letter,  which  was  read  : 

«BMf«n,  Dec.  Itth,  18S7. 
r  -   The  Committee  of  the  eitizeiu  orBotton.  and  the  Tieimtji  op- 
d  to  an  ioerRMe  ofdatiet  on  import*,  have  tlie  honor,  herewith,  to 

"'   ' rabjeeCyOfwhieh 

1  adroca- 


■r<i   to  yoar  eans  a  memonal  on  thi*  important  rabj 

rvfoueet  an  early  preaenution  to  the  Senate,  and  in 

i^f  I  ta  principles  as  shall  leem  to  you  called  fbr,  by  toe  arj^ments 

in   eoncmined,  as  applied  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  Nation. 

e  stre.  Sir.  nmong  tne  names  of  the  memoriaBslB,  those  of  many  of 

kO«Y  enli^tened,  learned,  disinterrsted  citizens,  and  not  a  few  of 

'o»»  intelBgent,  judicious,  and  reflecting,  of  onr  Ma — '- 

,r  Ootton  nnd  Woollens.    The  Committee  have  the 


r  Manufiictareri 

,_ iUMStentire 

ction  ihm,t  the  best  interests  oi  the  eounuy  are  involved  in  this 
kon,  aiMi  will  be  promoted  by  the  abandonment  of  any  Airther 
trcaCBon  ot  thit  system  of  high  duties,    llie  Committee  have  the 


CO  be,  air,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  servants, 
i      Cfo€i€iard,  Lemuel  Shaw,  Itaac  WlfulfWj  William  Oouu-rm, 
n'&c/k  SiU&Ui  Thomaf  W.  Wwiy  EdmOrd  Crafty  Lot  WheehorlgM^ 
".  D.  Shipherd.  Samuel  Sweet,  9llUam  Futer,  Daniel 


'  F'arhcrl  Jaeeph  Baker,  Atmuel  C,  Grow,'  Committee. 
^  Xou.  Albert  Y.  Hayne,  Washington," 


Mr.  HAYNE  then  submitted  the  memorial  of  the  dti- 
zens  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  against  an  increase  of  du- 
ties on  imporUtions ;  which  was  read,  ordered  to  be  pnnt^ 
ed,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

TimsvAT,  Dbcxvbsb  18,  1837. 
SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  INDIANA. 
On  motion  #f  Mr.  NOBLE,  the  bUl  to  authorixe  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  Schools  in  that  SUte,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BARTON  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oppose 
this  bill,  or  lay  much  upon  it.  He,  however,  disapproved 
of  the  practice,  which  seemed  to  be  gradually  becoming 
general,  for  States  to  lell  out  the  Unds  appropriated  for 
specific  objects,  although  he  allowed  that,  in  the  present 
case,  the  quantity  of  land  was  small.  The  practice,  he 
believed,  had  been  commenced  by  Ohio  i  but  Ohio  was 
differently  situated  from  the  (fther  Western  States.  In 
the  year  1802,  when  Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  declined  acceding  to  that  clause  in  the  compact,  in 
relation  to  reserves  of  land  for  schools,  which  vested  the 
36th  section  in  the  several  towns.  In  1804,  a  law  passed 
in  Congress,  which  vested  those  lands  in  Ohio  in  the  Le* 
gisbture,  and,  consequently,  gave  it  a  right  to  sell  them. 
He  supposed  that  Ohio  might  nave  sold  these  lands  with- 
out applying  to  the  United  States.  But  it  was  not  so  with 
the  other  SUtes.  They  had  not  objected  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  lands  had  been  appropriated. 

His  view  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  townships  must  be  consulted,  and  give  their  consent, 
before  the  lands  could  be  disposed  oL  A  glance  at  the 
geographical  map  of  those  States  would  convince  the 
Senate  that  no  satisfiictoiy  measure  could  be  taken  on 
that  head.  A  great  number  of  the  townships,  it  would 
be  perceived,  were  not  now  inhabited  at  all.  His  objec- 
tion, therefore,  was,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  sale  to 
be  made  fiurly  in  relation  to  most  of  those  townships, 
whicli  were  at  present  merely  nominal.  If  the  Legisla- 
ture would  provide  against  any  future  difficulties  arising 
out  of  the  sale,  there  might  be  no  impropriety  in  passing 
the  bill ;  and  if  the  Senate  was  willing  to  trust  the  Legis- 
lature, so  be  it.  He  had,  however,  been  informed  by  the 
member  from  Alabama,  that  when  a  bill  was  formerly 
passed  in  Congress,  for  the  same  purpose,  in  relation  to 
that  State,  all  the  townships  had  not  been  willing  to  ac- 
cede to  the  disposal  of  the  lands. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  he  should  regret  if  the  Senate 
withheld  from  the  State  of  Indiana  that  which  they  had 
granted  to  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Alabama.     That  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  had,  by  their  resolution,  instructed 
him,  with  others,  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  similar 
to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate.    If  gentlemen  will  turn 
their  attention  to  the  ac<  of  Congress,  of  April  19,  1816, 
in  relation  to  the  School  I^nds  in  question,  they  will  find 
that  the  section  numbered  sixteen,  in  every  Township, 
and,  when  such  section  had  been  sold,  other  lands,  were 
to  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Township  or  Dis- 
trict for  the  use  of  Schools.    The  fact  of  the  Legislature 
applying  to  Congress  for  permission  to  sell  the  lands,  is 
an  evidence  that  they  are  not  productive,  and  the  informa- 
tion's derived  from  the  members  of  tlie  Legislature.   The 
bill  is  sufficiently  guarded.    The  power  to  sell  the  latida, 
and  to  invest  the  money  in  some  productive  fund,  which 
is  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  Schools  in  the  Townships, 
solely,  and  for  no  other 'purpose,''can  never  be  done  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Township.    Mr. 
N.  said,  he  thought  that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
might  be  mistaken — that  he  was  well  aware  that  the  Le- 
gislature would  never  sell  the  lands  in  Townships  inba- 
I  bited,  or  partially  so  :  their  object  would  be,  when  they 
>  brought  it  Into  market,  to  obtain  tiie  best  price  possible, 
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Iipd  never  to  sell  it  for  the  minimum  price ;  that,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fund  becoming  productive,  so  \^ou1d  edu- 
cation fliourish.  The  reason  to  him  was  c^ar.  To  sell 
the  land  aa  wild  lands^  for  less  than  the  minimum  pricei 
would  be  folly  ;  and  to  offer  it  for  sale  in  n  township  un- 
inhabited, could  not  be  expected^  because  the  competi- 
^on  would  be  too  g^eat,  as  the  section  of  fand  would  be 
surrounded  by  lan^  superior  in  quality,  belonging  to  the 
Govei^nment,  and  always  in  market.  The  sole  object  of 
the  Legislature  would  be  to  protect  the  fund  for  the  b^ne- 
fit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  by  the  con 
sent  of  each,  and  to  sell  only  in  the  portions  of  the  country 
thA.t  was  strongly  inhabited.  It  has  happened  tliat,  in 
some  instances,  those,  who  have  leased  the  school  lands, 
h^ve  rendered  them  unproductive,  instead  of  productive, 
by  cutting  and  disposing  of  the  timber,  selling  and  dis- 
posing Of  the  stone.  There  had  been  instances,  that 
school  lands  were  the  place  of  resort  for  timber  and  stone, 
by  those  who  had  no  lease.  He  concluded  by  saying, 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  in  time,  the  naked 
soil  alone  remaining  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships, 
the  power  had  better  be  placr^d  in  the  hands  of  the  Le- 
gislature, with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  as  to  the 
future  disposition  of  them. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tlilrd 
reading. 

WXDHBSDIT,  DSCEUBSR  19,  1827. 

IMPIUSONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  having  been 
tpade  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  day,  was. then 
taken  up. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said,  that,  if 
any  member  of  the  Senate  was  opposed  to  the  bill  on 
principle,  he  would  willingly  give  way  to  hear  the  objec- 
tions to  it,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
iticm  at  some  other  time,  as  he  did  not  feel  inclined  nor 
prepared  to  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  question  as  fully 
as  he  could  wish.  It  was  not  from  levity  that  he  persist- 
ed in  pressing  this  bill  upon  the  Senate.  It  was  no  play- 
thing which 'he  had  gotten  up  for  his  amusement,  or  the 
amusement  of  others.  He  presented  it  under  a  solemn 
sense  of  dutj%  as  one  of  the  most  impoi-tant,  one  of  the 
gravest  and  most  solemn  subjects  which  was  ever  brouglit 
before  a  legislative  body,  at  any  time,  in  any  country'. 
His  greatest  object  on  the  present  occasion  was,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  distinguished  men  whom  he  saw  in 
such  numbers  at'ound  him,  to  this  subject.  He  would 
make  bold  to  say,  that,  but  for  the  prejudices  which  were 
so  powerful  over  human  reason,  and  which  so  often  sub- 
dued the  human  mind  into  an  acauiescence  to  the  worst 
evils,  imprisonment  for  debt  would  be  considered  as  ty- 
rannical, oppressive,^  and  absurd,  as  the  Spanish  Inquisi- 
tion. He  had  not  risen  to  fatigue  the  Senate  with  read- 
ing authorities,  although  he  had  the  books  before  him  ; 
nor  to  detain  the  Senate  with  the  perusal  of  the  various 
letters  which  he  had  received  upon  this  subject  from 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  These  letters,  he  said, 
were  laden  with  the  most  painful  details  of  the  cruel  ope- 
ration of  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  lie  alluded 
to  them  because  some  might  tell  him,  as. he  had  been  told 
on  former  occasions,  on  the  threshold  of  his  remarks,  that 
there  was  no  actual  suffering  from  this  source  j  that  im- 
prisonment for  debt  in  this  free  and  happy  land  was  merely 
nominal.  But  I  know,  sir,  that  the  evd  is  a  cr)'ing  one. 
It  stalks  among  the  People  from  Maine  to  Georgia  with 
heavy  and  gpgantic  steps,  spreading  in  its  couise  desola- 
tion and  distress.  The  cries  of  the  sufferers  reach  us 
from  the  South,  and  are  still  louder  from  the  North  and 
the  East.  Nothing  at  this  moment  but  pubFic  opinion 
and  the  charity  of  Soutli  Carolina  saved  the  distinguished 
citizen  of  that  State,  one  of  the  most  gallant  heroes  of  our 


Revolution,  [General  ScMp-nta,]  from  the  horrors  and 
mortification 'of  a  jail.  The  same  barbarous  law  could 
have  torn'  from  his  home  and  his  family  the  illustrious 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  our  Independence.  These 
two  cases  only  served  to  place  before  the  public  the  in- 
famy of  the  system  in  more  conspicuous  colors.  But  he 
cared  not  whether  the  law  affected  the  high  or  the  low^. 
He  protested  against  it  before  God,  who  made  men  free 
and  equal.  His  duty,  as  a  Representative  and  as  a  man, 
waste  protect  the  rights' of  the  lowest  ab  well  as  the  high- 
eat  of  the  community. 

He  did  not  pretend  to  say,  that  the  abofition  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt  would  not  sometimes  favor  dishonest 
debtors.  He  would  admit  that  dishonest  men  would 
sometimes  be  relieved  by  it.  But  was  that  an  argument 
against  it  ?  As  well  might  the  advocates  of  torture  op- 
pose its  abolition,  because  confession  of  guilt  had  some- 
times been  extorted  from  the  sufferer  on  the  rack.  One 
thing  he  knew,  that  the  malicious  and  vindictive  would 
be  disarmed  of  this  tlieir  legal  weapon  of  persecution. 
He  also  knew  that  honest  and  unfortunate  debtors  would 
be  protected  against  the  cruel  and  selfish  creditor.  He 
was  not  disposed,  however,  to  censure  those  views  of  the 
subject  which  differed  from  his  own.  Our  Creator  had 
so  constructed  the  human  mindi  that  the  most  liighly  gift- 
ed in  intellect  are  not  exempted  from  piejudice.  in  that 
situation  was  Paul,  when  he  verily  thought  he  was  doing 
God  service  by  persecuting  the  followers  of  our  Saviour. 
It  would  hardly  be  thought  that  the  community,  and  the 
many  enlightened  men  who  denounced  this  system  as  cruel 
and  barbarous,  were  deluded  on  the  subject.  No.  He 
was  convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that  the  delusion  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question.  But,  Sir,  said  Mr.  J.  it  is 
not  sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  a  principle,  that  it 
is  denounced  by  me  or  others. 

He  was  prepared  to  prove  it — First,  as  to  mesne  pro- 
cess. The  fint  provision  in  the  bill  is  to  provide  against 
the  vexation  of  holding  a  defendant  to  bail  upon  mesne 
process — that  is»  to  abolish  imprisonment  upon  mesne  pro- 
cess. He  had  in  his  hand  an  authority  to  prove  that  hold- 
ing the  defendant  to  bail  previous  to  the  trial  of  the  cause» 
had  its  origin  in  judicial  usurpation.  The  judges  in 
England  had,  by  legal  fiction,  changed  the  remedy  which 
the  common  law  had  given  to  the  plaintiff.  The  defend- 
ant could  not  be  arrested  and  hela  Xp  bail  by  the  capias, 
or  any  other  writ ;  he  was  liable  only  to  a  summons.  Tlie 
pUintiff  was  obliged  to  give,  upon  the  commencement  of 
his  suit,  pledges  of  probccutlon,  that  it  was  not  vexatious, 
but  that  he  had  an  honest  substantial  cause  of  action. 
He  was  obliged  to  ^ve,  not  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe, 
but  a  real  and  sufficient  security.  l*he  judges,  by  a  cruel 
and  absurd  fiction,  founded  upon  the  pretence  that  the 
plaintiff  was  as  pure  as  the  angels,  and  the  defendant  as 
dark  as  Erebus,  substituted  John  Doe  and  Ricliard  Roe 
for  the  pledges — supposed  again,  that  the  summons  had 
been  served  upon  the  defendant,  and  that  he  had  refused 
to  answer  to  the  suit,  and  going  on  still  further  with  their 
malicious,  malignant  falsehoods,  called  legal  fictions,  the 
defendant  was  supposed  to  have  no  property,  and  he  was 
preparing  to  fly  his  country,  in  order  to  take  his  body 
by  the  capias,  as  the  first  step  in  the  action  upon  which 
bail  was  required,  or  the  defendant  put  into  prison.  Here 
is  a  complete  summerset ;  the  plaintiff  released  from  all 
obligations  on  his  part,  viz.  pledge  of  prosecution  to  se- 
cure the  defendant  against  his  malice,  and  the  defendant 
deprived  of  his  liberty  wherein  he  had  been  always  free 
from  molestation.  This  practice  of  the  ancient  Britons, 
which  secured  to  them  freedom  from  arrest  for  debt,  was 
changed  by  legitl  fictions  and  judicial  usurpations.  They 
did  not  deprive  the  debtor  of  his  personal  liberty  upon 
mesne  process.  He  thanked  God  that  the  foul  ^tain  was 
blotted  from  the  escutcheon  of  his  native  State,  Kentucky. 
No  freeman  of  Kentucky  can  be  enclosed  for  debt,  nor 
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cast  into  prison.  You  may  deprive  him  of  his  property,  ! 
and  that  is  correct,  where  he  owes  it.  There  was  a  time, 
not  long  since,  when  it  was  otherwise.  I  hav e  seen  honest 
and  valiant  men,  who  had  fought  gallantly  fbr  their  coun- 
try, looking  through  the  iron  grates  of  a  jidl,  for  debt. 
Bat  that  time  is  past,  never  to  return  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. It  had  dways  been  his  o'pinion,  and  was  yet  his 
opinion,  that  an  honest  debtor,  but  whose  misfortunes  had 
prevented  a  punctual  payment  of  his  debt,  to  be  cast  into 
prison  by  his  creditor,  would  feel  absolved  from  all  moral 
obligations  to  that  man,  at  whose  instance  he  had  been 
deprived  of  liberty.  One  day,  one  hour,  of  virtuous  liber- 
ty is  worth  an  eternity  of  bondage.  Mr.  President,  let 
me  propose  one  question  to  you  :  Suppose  I  contract  to 
pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  or  to  do  a  certain  thing,  and 
It  is  entered  into  my  bond,  as  a  x:ondition,  that,  if,  upon 
fiulure  on  my  part  to  pay  the  money*  or  to  perf<«rm  my 
covenant,  I  should  be  subject  to  loss- of  Kfe,  or  limb,  or 
liberty,  and,  farther,  suppose  I  did  (ail,  would  not  the 
courts  relieve  me  from  the  penalty,  as  a  violation  of  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  country  ?  And  if  I  can- 
not, under  the  constitution  and  laws,  make  myself  a  vo- 
luntarv  slave,  how  can  I,  under  the  same  constitution  and 
laws,  be  made  an  involuntary  slave  ?  1  have  not  language, 
Sir,  forcibly  and  eloquently  enough  to  picture  to  you, 
like  Sterne,  the  wretched  victim  of  civil  impR8<Aiment, 
lying  in  his  dungeon  on  bis  straw  bed,  counting  the  dis- 
mal  days  and  nights  of  his  confinement,  and  pining  under 
that  sickness  of  the  heail  which  arises  from  hope  deferred. 
But,  let  me  ask  if  such  confinement  be  not  voi-se  than  the 
most  abject  slavery  ?  It  mav  be  said,  that  the  insolvent 
laws  will  afford  relief.  In  addition  to  the  other  just  prin- 
ciples and  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  best  insolvent  law 
wnich  I  have  ever  seen  is  incorporated  into  this  bill,  which 
was  proposed  by  my  worthy  friend  from  Geoi^gia,  [Mr. 
Bzaaixir.] 

But  it  is  in  vain  to  tell  me  of  the  insolvent  laws  as  they 
now  exist  or  can  exist  without  the  provisions  of  a  bill  like 
this.  I  have  now  before  me  a  letter  firom  Wm.  Wood,  of 
New  York,  who  informs  me,  that,  within  less  than  two 
yean,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two  per- 
sons have  been  received  into  the  debtors*  jail  in  that  city. 
In  some  instances,  men  have  been  imprisoned  for  a  sum 
as  small  as  two  or  three  dollars,  with  neither  food  nor  bed 
except  what  .was  furnished  by  the  Humane  Society,  a 
quart  of  soup  for  twenty»four  hours ;  whereas  the  crimi. 
n&l,  in  Bridewell,  receives  three  mtkls  per  day,  a  bed, 
wd  often  clothing.  While  we  applaud  the  exertions  of 
thcie  benevolent  Societies,  and  rank  Ww.  Woou  and  its 
other  members  with  the  benevolent  Howahd,  to  be  held 
op  to  mankind  as  worthy  of  imitation,  we  sit  here  with 
Our  amis  folded,  without  seeing  that  the^e  just  praises 
to  these  benevolent  Societies,  and  worthy  individuals, 
press  more  indelibly  the  stain  of  cruelty  and  barbarism 
«pon  our  National  character.  It  is  not  my  object  to  place 
the  debtor  upon  any  better  grounds  than  the  creditor.  1 
wish  to  place  them  upon  a  perfect  equality  ;  there  is  as 
inuch  honesty  and  integrity  in  the  debtor  part  of  the  com- 
"winity  as  in  the  creditor  part,  and  no  more  :  all  men,  im- 
der  the  same  circumstance*,  are  nearly  alike  ?  give  the 
property  of  the  debtor  to  the  creditor,  till  the  debt  is 
paidi  if  the  property  can  be  had ;  but,  under  all  circum- 
stances, give  the  debtor  his  liberty — he  never  sold  that. 
It  19  beyond  value  or  price — the  law  does  not  authorize 
him  to  dispose  of  it.  He  can  only  forfeit  it  by  crime,  by 
villainy.  Imprisonment  for  debt,  by  some,  is  supposed 
to  be  used  as  coercive  means.  Be  it  so  ;  and  "what  then  ? 
It  is  very  evident  that  the  hardships  of  coercion  can  only 
ftil  on  the  honest  debtor. 

If  the  debtor  be  a  villain,  and  refuses  to  pay  that  which 
"C  owes,  and  is  able  to  pay,  .his  money,  and  the  friends 
^hom  his  n:oney  will  gam  him,  will  relieve  him  from  all 
Uie  hardship!  or  your  coercion — others  say  this  impri8on«. 


ment  fbr  debt  is  in  satisfaction  of  the  debtor's  bond  ;<tha(t 
the  honest  debtor,  too,  must  pay  the  pound  of  flesh;  thib 
is  already  answered ;  for  1  hold  that  a  main  cannot  subject 
himself,  without  crime,  to  the  loss  of  liberty.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  impressed  with  the  belief,  that,  unless  the  re- 
lation of  debtor  and  creditor  in  this  wide,  populopsi  and 
increasing  Republic,  be  essentially  chanjged,  evils  will 
sooner  or  later  result  from  it,  which,  combined  with  other 
causes,  will  prove  disastrous  to  our  national  liberty,  h«p- 
piness,  and  independence.  1  am  not  one  of  those  who 
entertain  the  opinion,  that  nations,  like  individuals,  neces- 
sarily pass  through  the  stages  of  youth,  maturity,  and  de- 
cline. It  is  tn&e,  this  has  been  the  ease  with  many  nations. 
We  now  read,  in  th6  pages  of  ancient  history,  of  the 
splendid  existence  of  Greece  and  Rome.  But,  in  reality, 
they  no  longer  exist — with  many  other  renowned  nations, 
they  have  all  sunk  beneath  the  all-devouring  hand  of  time, 
and  some  latent  principles  of  bad  government.  In  veiy 
truth,  we  may  say,  that  this  is  the  freest  Government  on 
earth ;  and  we  might  go  ftirther,  and  say,  it  is  the  only  free 
Government  on  the  globe.  These  revolutions  in  States, 
Empires,  and  Kingdoms,  have  naturally  made  historians, 
philosophers,  and  statesmen,  indulge  in  the  remark,  that 
States,  like  individuals,  must  pass  through  infancy,  man- 
hood, old  age,  and  death.  The  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced, and  are  now  producing,  the  sam^  results,  are  to 
be  found,  not  in  the  order  of  nature,  but  in  some  vice, 
some  bad  principle,  inherent  in  their  institutions. 

When  tne  population  of  Rome,  on  a  certain  critical  oc- 
casion in  the  existence  of  that  ^renowned  Commonwealth, 
rose  in  rebellion,  and  retired  to  the  Mons  Sacer,  or  the 
Sacred  Mount,  it  was  owing  entirely  to  the  pow^  of  the 
creditor  over  his  debtor ;  because  the  creditors  exercised 
the  power  given  them  by  the  laws  with  cruel  persecution 
and  severity  towards  their  debtors-^citizen  soldiers,  who 
were  revered  for  their  public  virtue,  their  gallantry,  their 
public  services,  and  could  exhibit  tlie  deep  scars  which 
they  had  received  in  battle  with  the  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try, could  show  to  the  populace  the  scars  and  stripes,  fresli 
bleeding,  inflicted  upon  them  by  their  merciless  credit- 
ors, by  whom,  with  their  wives  and  children,  in  some 
instances,  they  have  been  doomed  to  bondage.  I  have 
observed,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  States  and  Kingdoms 
are  doomed,  by  the  decree  of  Heaven,  to  die  as  man  di- 
eth.  I  do  not  see  how  that  consequence  should  follow. 
The  materials  of  States  and  Ringaoms  are  always  com- 
posed of  the  same  rhaterials  at  every  stag^  of  their  exist- 
ence, of  rational  and  intelligent  beings,  moral  agents,  and 
alwiiys  endowed  with  the  same  senses  and  same  capacities 
by  nature,  and  at  all  times  capable  of  sustaining  free  in- 
stitutions. The  inquiry  becomes  more  important  tons, 
why  these  changes  ?  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  arise  from 
causes  perfectly  within  our  control,  if  we  will  it.  U  hat- 
ever  has  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  human  mind,  or  to 
infringe  the  unalienable  rights  of  property,  of  conscience, 
of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  of  personal  liberty,  in  the 
smallest  degree,  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  best  Go- 
vrrnment  on  earth.  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  impri- 
sonment for  debt  alone  will  produce  this  result ;  but  it  is 
making  great  inroads  upon  free  Government  in  the  United 
States.  And  if,  after  the  lapse  of  manv  yeanr,  the  occa- 
sion should  a^rive~^and  Heaven  grant  tnat  ages  and  ages 
may  pass  over  before  it  does  arrive — when  some  medita* 
tive  Volney  sliall  wander  among  the  ruins,  not  of  Palmyra 
and  PersepoHs,  but  of  this  proud  Capitol,  now  the  seat  of 
free  and  enlightened  deliberation ,  mark  me,  sir,  if  he 
does  not  tRice  our  downfiil,  in  part,  to  the  fierce  conten- 
tions arising  between  debtors  and  creditors.  This  is  the 
time  to  apply  tlie  remedy  to  the  evil,  which  is  growing 
with  our  rapid  growth,  and  increasing  with  the  unparal* 
leled  increase  of  pojiuiation.  This  is  the  time,  in  the 
vigor  of  our  institutions,  to  free  our  legislation  from  this 
foul  staini  which  the  law  of  civil  improvement  has  stamped 
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upon  it ;  and  to  place  on  a  secure  and  permanent  basis  the 
rights  and  happiness  of  our  citizens.  If,  Mr.  President,  all 
the  Empires,  Rinffdons,SUtes,  and  Republicsi  of  the  earth 
were  here  met  with  us  this  day  in  Council,  in  what  would 
we  be  willing  to  compare  witK  them  ^  Not  in  extent  of 
territory,  for  Russia  exceeds  us  in  that ;  not  in  wealth  and 
grandeur ;  not  in  commerce  and  manufactures,  for  manjr 
nations  equal  and  some  surpass  us  in  them ;  nor  in  science 
and  arts,  nor  in  salubrity  of  climate,  nor  fertility  of  soil, 
for  in  these  blessings  other  nations  may  compete  with  us  : 
but  it  would  be  in  our  free  institutions  ihafwe  might 
proudly  compare  with  them ;  in  civil  and  rehgious  liberty  \ 
m  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press ;  in  the  right  of 
each  citizen  freely  to  pursue  his  own  happiness.  These 
principles  are  sealed  with  the  blood  of  our  fathers.  Let 
us  not  prove  treacherous  to  them  in  one  of  their  most  es- 
sential particulars  :  for  imprisonment  for  debt  is  a  violation 
of  those  sacred  rights,  and  perhaps  the  only  exception  to 
the  freedom  of  the  citizen. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  unwilling,  at  this 
time,  to  trespass  further  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Se- 
nate. He  had  spoken  without  notes,  and  without  intend- 
ing to  have  said  as  much  at  present ;  upon  some  other 
occasion,  in  the  progress  of  tJbe  bill,  he  might  attempt 
more  fully  to  explain  the  histor3r  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
and  to  show  that  it  originated  in  judicial  usurpation  and 
legal  fictions,  and  had  been  supported  by  tyranny.  He 
entreated  the  Senators  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  open  their  can  to  the  cries,  which  were  loud 
to  those  who  would  listen,  of  the  unfortunate  and  distress- 
ed debtors,  and  to  decide  on  the  bill  without  delay. 

Thvrsdat,  Dscbm bek  20, 1827. 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Hetohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding  and 
relinquishing,  in  full  property,  the  pubhc  lands,  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  States,  to  the  several  States  in  which 
they  lie. 

>lr.  HENDRICKS  said,  that,  in  offering  this  resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,,  it  was,  perhaps,  pro- 
per for  him  to  make  a  few  remarks.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected, that,  at  the  last  session,  in  the  fbrm  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  proposing  to  graduate  the  price  of  the 
pubCc  lands,  he  had  offered  the  same  proposition,  though 
in  another  form.  The  proposition  of  last  session  was  one 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  not  been  very 
much  directed.  It  was  considered  a  novel  proposition, 
k  bold  one,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that,  by  many  ac- 
customed to  look  to  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue, more  important  than  they  ever  yet  have  been,  or 
promise  hereafter  to  be.  It  was  deemed  an  unreasonable 
proposition.  The  bill  and  the  amendment  were  laid  up« 
on  the  table,  having  received  a  very  partial  examination, 
and,  for  want  of  time,  were  permitted  there  to  rest,  with- 
out discussion,  till  the  close  of  the  session. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  this  state  of  things,  and 
that  a  full  discussion  of  the  principles  contained  in  the 
proposition  might  be  had  at  tne  present  session,  he  bad, 
at  this  early  period,  presented  it  to  the  Senate^  The 
UHl  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would 
again  be  introduced,  and,  in  all  probability,  be  agun  re- 
ferred to, the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  To  this 
committee  he  wished  to  have  this  subject  also  referred. 
I'he  Senate  would  then  have  the  aid  of  their  examina- 
tions and  report,  and  be  the  better  prepared  for  a  vote 
upon  the  question.  - 

Believing,  a»  he  did,  that  tlie  sovereij^nty,  freedom, 
and  independence  of  the  new  States  wci«  much  impair- 
ed, and  that  their  equality  with  the  old  States  wa^  en- 
tirely taken  away  by  the  present  condition  of  the  pub- 


lic lands,  as  the  representative  of  a  new  State  he  could 
not  but  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  proposition,  and  he 
did  believe,  that,  when  the  subject  should  be  fully  can- 
vassed by  the  Senate,  the  constitutional  argument,  and 
the  question  of  expediency,  would  alike  preponderate 
in  favor  of  the  new  States,  and  strongly  admonish  of 
the  propriety  of  an  absolute  transfer  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  several  SUtes  in  which  they  lie.  He  believed 
that  the  Federal  Government  had  no  constitutional  power 
to  hold  the  soil  of  the  States,  except  for  the  special  pur- 
poses dengnated  by  the  Constitution,  such  as  the  erec- 
tion efforts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other 
needful  buildings,  and  even  for  this  purpose,  the  consent 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  SUtes  was  neoessaxy^  by  the 
express  language  of  the  Constitution. 

He  was  well  aware  that  the  cessions  from  the  States* 
and  the  pledge  that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  were  usually  resorted 
to  as  the  audiority  of  the  General  Government  to  hold 
the  lands  in  the  States ;  but  these  authorities,  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  times,  which  show  the  intentiona 
and  views  of  the  actors  of  that  day,  instead  of  showing 
the  rig^it  of  this  Government,  might,  in  his  opinion,  be 
safely  relied  on  to  sustain  a  contmy  position.  It  surehr 
was  the  intention  of  Con^ss,  and  of  the  SUtes,  ced- 
ing waste  and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  Union,  that 
the  new  SUtes  to  be  formed  should  be  received  into  the 
Union  m  sovereign  and  independent  SUtes,  and  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  SUtes,  m  all  respecU 
whatever  ?  and  nothing  oould  be  more  clear  than  that 
this  was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 
To  maintain  the  equality  of  the  SUtes,  it  had  even  ex- 
tended hvon  to  the  small  SUtes.  It  had  in  some  de- 
gree balanced  numbers  in  the  large  SUtes,  with  poli- 
tical power  in  the  small  SUtes.  The  equality  of  the 
represenUtion  in  the  Senate  was  an  insUnce  of  this. 
To  Senators  who  hold  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
and  who  deny  to  the  Federal  Government  all  powers  not 
clearly  expressed,  he  might  safely  appeal.  To  those 
who  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  the 
sacred  soil  of  a  SUte,  so  hr  only  as  might  be  necessary 
for  the  k>cation  of  a  road  or  canal,  he  might  speak  with 
the  greatest  confidence.  If,  according  to  their  doc- 
trine. Congress  cannot  tiius  temporarily  occupy  a  small 
portion  of  the  soil  of  a  SUte,  surely,  they  would  agree 
with  him  in  saying  that  Congress  cannot  permanently 
hold,  in  full  property,  the  entire  soil  of  the  new  SUtes. 

If,  tiien,  the  constitutional  argument  should  be  witli 
him,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  become  or  to  re- 
main, the  lord  of  the  soil  of  the  new  SUtes,  no  one  would 
contend  that  the  compacU  ought  to  be  binding ;  for,  if 
they  are  not  baaed  on  the  Constitution^  they  impose  no 
obhgation  on  the  SUtes.  But,  if  even  based  on  the  Con- 
stitution, it  was  in  the  power  of  the  new  SUtes,  on  the 
principle  of  free  agency,  to  make  them,  or  to  refuse 
to  mak»them.  If  the  new  SUtes  had  refused  to  make 
them,  then  the  objecU  attained  by  them  would  have 
been  defeated.  And  what  were  those  objecU?  That 
the  new  SUtes  should  never  interfere  with  the  primazy 
disposal  of  the  soil.  And  if  this  object  had  not  been 
attained  by  the  General  Government,  would  not  the  con- 
verse of  the  proposition  have  been  the  consequence  ^ 
would  not  the  inference  have  been  irresistible,  that  the 
new  Slates  miglit  have  interfered  with  the  primaiy  dis- 
posal of  the  soil  ?  Here  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  said,  that 
the  new  SUtes,  refusing  to  enter  into  these  compacts, 
could  have  been  kept  out  of  the  Union.  But  this  was 
ground  untenable  ;  for  the  new  SUtes  were,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  guarantied  admission  into  the  Union, 
with  a  population  of  60,000,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Mr.  U.  said,  that  arguments  of  expediency,  almost  in- 
numerable^  might  be  urged  in  the  present  case.     It 


17 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


18 


1>KC.  20,  1827.] 


Public  Land — Imprisonment  for  Debt, 


[SENATE. 


seemed  to  him  that  whenever  the  suhject  should  be  ful- 
ly examined,  it  would  appear  that  an  estimate  had  here- 
tofore been  put  upon  the  public  lands,  far  above  their 
real  value.  The  public  lands  had  been  in  market  up 
ivards  of  forty  years,  and  the  whole  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  had  been  about  thirty -six  millions.  We  had 
now  in  market  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  acres. 
and  for  the  last  years  the  receipts  had  frequently  been 
below  a  million,  while  the  whole  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, in  those  yearsj.  had  ranged  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
frve  millions.  This  view  would  show  how  small  is  the 
portion  of  our  whole  revenue  derived  from  the  public 
lands.  This  million,  if  indispensable  to  the  Treasury, 
could  easily  be  supplied  in  some  other  way.  It  could 
be  laid  on  other  objects  of  taxation,  which  would  nei- 
ther be  seen  nor  felt,  and  the  new  Stales  would  rise  to 
a  level  of  equality  with  tlie  old  States.  The  new  States 
would  then  be  relieved  from  what  he  considered  an  un- 
constitutional and  dangerous  dependence  on  tiie  old 
States  and  on  the  Union. 

Nor  had  this  proposition  any  thin^  to  do  with  the 
^reat  mass  of  these  lands.  The  public  lands  in  the  new 
States  amounted  to  little  more  than  200  millions  of 
acres,  and  perhaps  fifty  millions  of  tliis  had  been  given 
away  in  military  bounties,  and  other  donations,  together 
with  the  public  sales.  The  residue,  subject  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  present  land  system,  would  be  eig-ht  or  nine 
hundred  millions.  With  an  unlimited  control  over  this 
vast  scope  of  country,  the  General  Government  ought  to 
be  satisfied. 

Surely,  said  Mr.fJ.  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  are 
better  qualified  than  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  as  the  condition  of  their 
respective  States  require.  They  better  know  than  we 
possibly  can  know,  how  to  graduate  the  price  agreea- 
bly to  the  quality,  and  when  to  give  pre-emption  ri^^hts 
and  donations  to  actual  settlers.  The  people  of  the 
new  States  should  look  to  their  own  Legislatures  for 
the  regulation  of  the  public  lands,  and  Congress  should 
be  left  to  pursue,  with  undivided  attention,  the  national 
interests  submitted  to  their  care  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

But,  tliere  was  another  consideration,  more  weighty 
still.  It  was,  that  the  public  lands  in  the  hands  of  the 
General  Government,  ofl[ered  to  the  new  States  the 
strongest  inducements  to  a  dissolution  of  tlie  Union,  for, 
the  Union  dissolved,  the  lands  would  instantly  become 
the  property  of  the  States,  and  all  such  induc^iments 
ought  most  carefully  to  be  guarded  against. 

He  had  already  glided  further  into  the  discussion  than 
he  intended  when  he  rose  He  hoped,  that,  at  the  pro- 
per time,  the  Senate  would  be  favored  with  the  reflec- 
tions of  others,  much  more  capable  of  doing  justice  to 
this  very  important  subject  than  himself.  He  would  at 
this  time  no  longer  detain  the  Senate. 

A  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  PAUKIS,  for 
the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  several  States,  was  considered  and 
afrreed  to,  after  having  been  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
P.  so  as  to  embrace  a  provision  fjr  the  preservation  of  the 
records  of  the  Courts. 

Mr.  PARUIS  remarked,  that  the  Courts  of  the  Unitsd 
States  were,  in  many  of  the  States,  unprovided  with 
suitable  buildings,  and  were  neccsataled  to  depend 
upon  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Courts  for  tine  use  of  their 
rooms.  It  was  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  to  procure  the 
requisite  accoromodatioi)  for  them,  that  he  proposed  this 
resolution.  The  preservation  of  the  records  of  the  Courts 
wjisamalter  ofgreat  importance,  and  no  regulation  for 
lliiU  purpose  had  hitherto  been  made. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOK  DKBT. 
The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was  then 
tftkeii  up,  and,  ader  s>evcr«l  ameudmcnts  proposed  .!»y 
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Messrs.  BERRIEN,  EATON,  CHANDLER,  HAYNE, 
KANE,  and  RIDGELY,  which  were  agreed  to,  Mr. 
JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  orderof  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  I'AZEWELL  rose,  and  said  that,  as  the  bill  was 
now  open  to  discussion  upon  its  details,  he  would  say  a 
few  words,  more  by  way  of  suggestion  to  the  fnends  of 
the  measure  than  of  argument  against  it.  Whether  the 
object  of  the  bill  was  useful  or  necessaiy,  and  whether 
the  public  was  now  displeased  with  the  power  enjoyed 
by  the  plaintiflli,  wer<>  questions  of  g^eat  importance, 
and  would  be  fully  discussed  at  a  proper  stage  of  the 
progress  of  the  bill.  He  did  not  rise  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt 
would  be  useful,  necessary,  or  proper.  It  was  his  de- 
sign only  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  method  by  which 
it  was  proposed  to  obtain  this  object.  His  remarks 
would  be  directed  to  the  maekinery  by  which  it  was  to 
be  done.  They  wished  to  effect  an  abolition  of  Impri. 
soiiment  for  Debt ;  and  how  do  they  propose  to  do  it  f 
By  removing  from  the  laws  of  the  land  a  certain  process. 
Now,  to  every  gentleman  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
law,  it  is  evident  that  this  cannot  be  safely  done.  Will 
they  say,  that  in  taking  -away  this  single  'process,  they 
can  leave  the  laws  exactly  imnm  that  process  ?  No  man 
of  legal  knowledge  would  say  so.  For  the  various  pro- 
cesses are  so  connected,  that  it  is  impossible  to  disjoint 
one  from  the  context  without  injuring  and  disorganizing  ^ 
the  whole  system.  They  are  so  amalgamated,  that,  to 
abstract  any  portion,  would  be  to  decompose  and  destror 
the  whole.  To  do  this,  without  producing  such  an  ef- 
fect, was  a  scheme  beyond  'the  skill  of  the  greatest 
statesman  that  ever  lived,  so  were  the  laws  under  our 
system  woven  into  and  connected  with  each  other.  He 
would  state  some  cases,  Which  might — nay,  which,  he 
was  confident,  must  arisej  were  this  measure  to  gointo 
effect.  In  the  State  of  Virginia  we  follow  the  English 
law,  which  we  have  handed  down  lo  us  by  our  forefa- 
thei-s.  Real  estate  is  not  subject  to  execution  for  debt. 
But  lands  can  be  seized  to  pay  a  debt  by  an  indirect, 
process,  which  is  equally  efHcient,  and  ensures  to  the 
creditor  the  real  property  of  the  debtor.  For  instance, 
you  take  the  body  of  the  debtor,  and  incarcerate  him  : 
you  then  say  to  him,  you  must  release  your  lands  for  the 
payment  of  my  demand,  and  until  you  do,  you  remain  a 
prisoner.  This  is  done  by  the  means  of  a  capias  ad  satia^ 
faciendum.  Now,  if  the  capieu  ad  tatisfaeimdum  is  taken 
away,  what  power  is  there  remaining  over  the  lands  of 
the  debtor  >  What  safety  will  there  be  to  the  creditor, 
whose  debtor  is  possessed  of  real  estate  alone  ?  The 
body  of  a  debtor  is,  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  to  be 
free  of  imprisonment ',  and,  it  mattera  not  whether  the 
debt  be  five  shillings  or  five  thousand  dollars,  still  the 
operation  is  uniform.  But,  if  an  individual  agree  to  do 
a  specific  act,  and  fail  in  its  performance,  you  have  ju- 
risdjciion  over  his  body,  because  this  Bill  docs  not  ex- 
tt*nd  to  Chancer)'  cases.  Then  the  operation  of  it  will 
be  this  :  The  man  is  released  who  owes  five  shillings  in 
moiiey  ;  but  the  man  who  agrees  to  do  a  specific  thing, 
not  worth  half  that  value,  may  be  imprisoned.  Is  this 
an  equal  operation  ?  Is  it  not  partial  in  the  extreme  ? 
These  two  statements,  of  what  he  believed  would  be 
the  operation  of  the  Bill,  were  merely  given  to  illustrate 
the  opinion  which  he  entertained,  of  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  as  it  now  stood  before  the  Senate.  The  Bill 
would  effect,  perhaps,  too  much,  and  certainly  in  some 
respects,  too  little— probably  more  in  some  pomts, 
and  less  in  others,  than  its  friends  desired.  Mr.  1 
therefore,  subipitted  to  the  *^^^-««l^*i,/^i**®  ^'"» 
whethei-  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  some  gene. 
^  amngemcnt  to  cover  all  the  gi-ound  which  the  title 
S^the  Bill  wemed  to  indicate,  by  making  some  general 
amngemcnr^^^^  the  exemption  from  imprison- 
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ment  should  be  untveraal.  He  also  suggested  that  it  { 
wad  danf^erous  to  encumber  the  Bill  with  all  the  ina- 
chinery  under  which  it  now  labored.  In  the  present 
shape  of  the  Bill,  they  would  assuredly  do  more  or  less 
than  they  intended.  He  had  not  naen  to*  argfue  the 
principles  of  the  Rill,  at  this  period,  and  he  merely 
threw  out  these  reflections,  in  order  that  the  attention 
of  pentlemen  should  be  directed  to  what  he  thought 
faults  in  th^  Bill.  In  its  prrsent  form,  he  could  not 
vote  for  it — nor  would  he  pledge  himself  to  do  so  in 
any  case — ^but  should  it  psss,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
all,  tliat  its  provisioDs  should  be  calculated  to  arrive  at 
the  object  in  view. 

Mr  BERRIEN  obiferved,  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances that  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  bill 
bad  moved  its  postponement,  it  was  hardly  in  order  to 
discuss  its  merits.  But,  if  it  wa«  advisable  to  postpone 
the  details,  it  was,  nevertheless,  important  to  examine  the 
principles  of  the  measure,  and  he  was  particularly  de 
sirous  to  meet  the  objections  made  to  it  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  He  was  aware  that  any  innovations 
upon  existing  laws  of  long  standing,  were  more  or  less 
dangerous,  and  there  was  always  reasonable  doubt, 
whether  they  might  not  trench  on  existing  institutions. 
And,  it  was  highly  to  be  desired,  that  the  collective 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  Senate  should  be 
brought  into  action,  to  prevent,  in  completing  a  saluta- 
ry measure,  the  occurrence  of  any  such  evils.  But,  if 
they  were  to  refrain  from  any  provision  which  the  good 
of  society,  and  the  interests  of  humanity  required,  be- 
cause there  was  danger  that  they  might  make  innova- 
tions on  existing  laws— if  they  were  to  refrain  from 
tearing  from  the  statute-book,  a  leaf  that  stained  and 
disgraced  it,  fearing,  that  in  so  doing,  they  should  trench 
on  the  system  of  Uws,  of  which  it  had  for  ages  made 
part — if  an  acknowledged  evil  of  no  common  magni- 
tude were  to  be  sanctioned  and  perpetuated,  because, 
to  abolish  it,  implied  a  danger  of  creating  confusion  in 
tlie  practice — then  might  any  amelioration  be  prevented. 
He  knew  not  whether  these  effects  would  arise  out  of 
the  present  bill ;  but  he  knew,  if  such  were  the  princi- 
ples upon  Which  Congress  acted,  then  they  were  doom- 
ed never  to  advance,  but  to  sit  idly  down  under  all  the 
evils  of  the  present  system.  If  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration threatened  any  of  those  inconveniences  that 
had  been  enumerated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
it  was  the  duty  of  his  brethren  of  the  Senate  to  give  their 
assistance  in  checking  them,  and  render  more  perfect 
the  bill,  by  placing  around  it  all  the  requi^te  safeguards. 
For  himself,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Its  principles 
met  his  full  approbation.  He  had  long  looked  upon 
imprisonment  tor  debt  as  an  evil  that  disgraced  a  free, 
an  enlightened,  and  humane  community  j  and  from  such 
motives  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  a  member,  m  its  favor.  He  was 
not  bigoted  in  his  preference  for  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate  \  nor  did  he  arrogate  that  its  form  was  the 
most  perfect.  In  his  adherence  to  the  principle,  how- 
ever, he  was  firm.  The  bill  was  now  subjected  to  the 
investigation  of  his  brotlier  Senators,  and,  from  a  body 
comprising  so  much  learning  and  intelligence,  he  might 
hope  that  its  provisions  would  receive  all  tiie  necessary 
modification.  He,  therefore,  wished  that  the  opponents 
of  the  measure  would  examine  it  thoroughly — not  to 
cavil  and  find  fault — but  to  direct  and  improve  it.  So 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  held  himselr  ready  to  ac- 
cede to  the  bill  as  it  ini^ht  be  modified  by  his  colleagues. 
He  was  not  pledged  to  it  in  its  present  form  ;  but  wish- 
ed that  the  hghts  of  others  might  be  shed  upon  it,  that 
all  the  good  it  promised  might  be  realized,  and  as  little 
of  the  evil,  with  which  it  was  charged  in  anticipation, 
might  arise  from  its  operation.  With  such  views,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  that  he  was  in  no  way  appre- 


hennve  that  the  difficulties  named  by  the  Senator  from 
Vir^nia,  would  be  experienced.  By  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, Unds  were  not  subject  to  a  direct  process  ;  but 
they  were  liable  to  be  seized  by  the  indirect  process, 
which  that  gentleman  had  explained.  Now  this  right, 
or  practice,  was  not  touched  by  this  bill.  It  pro- 
vides that  a  plaintiff  can,  by  making  oath  that  the 
defendant  keeps  his  lands  in  such  a  condition  that  they 
cannot  be  levied  on — a  complaint  which  eveipr  citizen 
has  a  right  to  make — which  becomes  the  subject  of  a 
trial,  and,  if  found  to  be  true,  his  original  right  to  issue 
a  ea.  »a,  recurs  (  and  thus,  for  all  useful  purposes,  that 
process  is  retained,  while,  only  where  its  operation  is 
oppressive,  is  it  abolished.  It  does  not,  in  net,  touch 
upon  the  ancient  mode  of  recovering  land  by  taking 
the  body  hv  a  capuu  ad  ttUitfacimdum,  It  makes  that 
process  milder,  and  more  accordant  with  the  principles 
of  justice  and  humanity.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  farther 
at  this  time.  He  was  desirous  to  hear  the  opiruons  of 
his  coadjutors  upon  the  measure ;  and  he  sohcited  the 
aid  and  counsel  of  those  associated  with  him  in  pointing 
out  the  best  and  safest  method  of  reducing  the  principle 
to  practice. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  was,  although  nof  in- 
tending to  join  it,  lughly  pleased  to  hear  the  discussion 
upon  this  subject.  He  merely  rose  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks upon  tl»e  objections  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  That  gentleman  bad  done — what  no 
one  could  be  more  sensible  than  }lif»  J*  that  he  was  able 
to  do— in  making  out  a  plausible,  and  even  probable, 
case  of  hardship,  under  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt  It  amounted  to  this  :  that  one 
man  might  sell  a  quantity  of  land  to  another,  who,  subse- 
quently would  not,  or  perhaps  could  not,  pay  for  it ;  and 
that,  in  this  case,  the  creditor  must  lose  his  demand.  To 
this  objection,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  have  two  answers.  I  ad- 
mit that  there  mirht  happen  such  a  ease  of  hardship. 
I  go  farther.  I  allow  that  such  cases  would  undoubt- 
edly happen.  My  first  answer  to  the  objection  is  this  : 
The  law  is  prospective  in  its  operation,  and  the  seller 
would,  for  his  own  safety,  not  only  take  the  obligation 
of  the  purchaser  for  the  payment,  but  he  would  retain 
a  hold  upon  the  title  in  demult  Of  satisfaction  of  his  de- 
mand.  He  believed  no  gentleman  would,  even  under 
present  circumstances,  sell  a  valuable  estate  in  Vii^ginia, 
and  not  retain  some  security  upon  the  property  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  obligation  entered  into  by  the  purcha- 
ser. Whether  would  it  be  better  that  this  law  should 
not  pass,  affecting  as  it  does  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  thousands,  or  that  an  occasional  case  of  hardship — 
and  for  which  there  was  an  adequate  remedy — arising 
P^enerally  from  the  negligence  oi  the  seller  to  his  own 
interests,  should  occur }  If  the  gentleman  from  Virg^i- 
nia  was  disposed  to  make  any  motion  by  which  the 
liabilities  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  should  be  increas- 
ed so  &s  to  protect  the  creditor  from  any  imaginable  in- 
jury, he  was  perfectly  willing  to  accede  to  it.  But  in 
passing  an  act  which  the  happiness  of  millions  required, 
was  it  the  fault  of  Congress  that  Virginia  was  not  treate'- 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  States  ?  Nor  was  it  to  be 
maintained,  that  some  partial  inconvenience,  or  occa- 
sonal  hardship,  must  stand  in  the  way  of  a  measure  cal- 
culated to  redeem  our  countiy  fh>m  a  disgraceful  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man,  andthe  dictates  of  Christianity, 
freedom,  and  benevolence.  He  had  one  more  remark, 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  the  case 
which  he  has  stated  be  a  hardships  what  will  he  do  with 
the  thousands  of  cases  in  which  an  honest  debtor,  unable, 
by  some  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  misfortune,  is  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  paying  bis  debts,  and  who  is  liable 
to  be  imprisoned,  at  the  mercy  of  a  hard-hearted  and 
vindictive  creditor  ^  Can  these  cases  be  weighed  against 
those  possible  ones  to  which  he  has  referred  ui  ^   No>v, 
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if  the  gentleman  viU  fniine  a  bill,  by  which  the  honest 
and  unfortunate  debtor  shall  be  exempted  from  imprison- 
ment, 1  will,  in  turn,  ^gree  to  one  by  which  the  rich  and 
fraudulent  debtor  shall  be  punished~l  care  not  how 
sevcreJy.  Yet  the  cases  on  his  side  are  but  one  to  a 
thousand  of  those  that  would  be  relieved  by  the  aboli- 
tion  of  this  barbarous  practice,  from  unde^rved  and  in- 
eviUble  wretchedness.  To  him,  the  character  of  the 
country  seemed  deeply  involved  in  this  measure.  The 
doctrines  of  Christianity  pointed  out  its  adoption  j  for  it 
was  one  of  its  first  principles,  that  none  but  tJie  guilty 
should  suffer  punishment.  If  this  bill  passed,  it  would 
be  a  triumph  of  principle  ?  for  it  was  based  on  the  best 
and  most  humane  principles.  That  it  might  do  some 
partial  injury,  and  create  some  minor  inconvenience,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  deny.  But,  when  was  ever  a  great 
change  effected  without  some  partial  evil  ?  The  inge- 
nuity  of  any  individual  would  not  be  put  to  a  very  diffi-. 
cult  task,  to  prove,  that  the  putting  down  of  any  insti- 
tution,  long  established,  would  pr^uce  injury  to  some 
cne.  This,  however,  is  no  substantial  argument  to  op. 
pose  to  a  measure  whose  principles  are  founded  in  the 
dictates  of  truth  and  humanity.  He  was,  however,  fully 
convinced  that,  when  the  gentleman  reftetted  on  the 
benefits  and  injuries  likely  to  arise  out  of  this  bill,  he 
would  be  led  by  theacuteness  of  his  judgment  to  a  con- 
viction that  there  was  a  vast  balance  in  favor  of  tlie 
former^  and  be  satisfied  with  the  beneficence  of  its  gene- 
ral operations.  Mr.  J.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that,  as 
his  friends  were  still  desirious  of  putting  off  the  conslde- 
ntion  of  the  subject,  he  would  alter  his  motion,  and 
move  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday 
se'nnight,  when  he  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  be  pre- 
pared to  come  openly  to  the  dliKussion,  and  finally  reject 
or  adopt  the  bill.  »  /     j 

Mr,  TAZEWELL  remarked,  that  he  had,  on  several 
former  occasions,  sUted  his  impressions  firmly  and 
stronglj-  upon  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bilL  His 
•pinions  were  now  the  same — he  had  seen  no  reason  to 
alter  them.  He  had,  in  what  he  had  said  a  short  time 
since,  suggested  to  the  advocates  of  the  !)ili  the  objec- 
tions that  had  occurred  to  him,  in  order  that  they  might 
put  their  object  on  its  proper  footing.  Do  they  wish  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  So  they  say.  But  they 
have  pitched  upon  tlie  process  of  eapiai  ad  aatUfaeien' 
««»,  and  think  to  attain  their  object  by  removing  it. 
But  they  are  in  error.  By  this  method  they  destroy  their 
own  object.  If  they  are  denrous  to  persist  in  the  path 
they  have  marked  out,  they  may.  But  were  I  a  friend  of 
the  bill,  -which  assuredly  I  am  not — even  were  I  as  strong 
in  its  favor  as  my  friend  from  Georgia,  1  should  be  averse 
to  its  present  form.  I,  being  opposed  to  it,  shall  offer  no 
amendment;  for  I  have  been  too  long  famihar  with  legisla- 
tion not  to  have  learned  that  amendments  offered  by  an  op- 
ponent, are  little  heeded,  and  are  generally  looked  upon 
m  a  hostile  light.  They  say  that  they  do  not  intend  to  de- 
stroy the  liability  of  real  estate,  but  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt.  And  although  they  are,  in  ray  opinion, 
entirely  in  error,  in  endeavouring  to  reconcile  these  two 
positions,  yet  this  is  not  the  time  to  enter  into  the  broad 
liscussion  of  those  fallacies.  I  say  again,  that  the  object 
'  have  in  vi^w,  in  the  remarks  I  have  made,  is  to-call  the 
<tention  of  the  defenders  of  the  bill,  to  those  means  by 
'^lidi  it  can  be  made  capable  of  attaining  the  end  they 
piopose.  If  they  wijfh  to  goon,  as  it  is,  I  can  only  say 
thit  it  must  meet  witn  my  opposition. 

Mr.  VAN  BURRN,  in  the  commencement  of  his  re 
nurks,  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone  that  the  Reporter  eouid  not 
d'utinctly  hear  him.  He  was  understood  to  say,  that,  if 
there  was  any  ground  for  opposing  the  measure,  it  was 
that  it  might  interfere  with  the  laws  of  the  States.  The 
bill  had  formerly  been  before  the  Committee  on  the  Judi* 
cjary,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  an  !  had  been  found  full 


of  difficulties.  Its  importance  dictated  that  it  should  be 
carefully  investigated.  He  was,  however,  of  opinion,  that 
the  objection  started  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
founded  upon  an  imaginary  difficulty.  He  recollected 
that  clause  to  which  he  took  exception  was  formerly  pro- 
posed by  a  member  from  Virginia.  It  went  to  provide, 
that,  whenever  real  estate  was  removed  by  the  debtor  from 
liaBility  to  execution,  the  creditor  was  restored  to  lus  right 
of  issuing  a  capias  ad  satUfadendumji  and  the  debtor  was 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  act,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
jail  were  taken  away  ;  so  that  the  creditor  in  Virginia 
would  have  an  increased  security  over  the  debtor  by  this 
provision.  Mr.  V.  B.  bad  not  read  the  bill  this  year, 
but  believed  it  mainly  the  same.  He  did  not  apprehend 
that  the  difficulty  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
pma,  would  be  experienced.  He  was  friendly  to  the  bill 
m  genera],  and  thoug^ht  it  a  good  measure  ;  nor  was  he  ap- 
prehensive of  any  evil  that  would  result  from  it. 

Mr.  KANE  said  that,  as  he  >%  as  friendly  to  the  measure, 
he  hoped  the  details  of  the  bill  would  be  so  arranged  sa 
fully  to  meet  the  objects  in  view .  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  stated  objections  which  the  present  form  of  the 
bill  did  not  remove.  He  wished  to  incorporate  into  the 
bill  a  provision,  by  which  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  mi^ht  be  removed,  which  might,  he  thought, 
be  done  by  altenng  the  phraseology  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  provide  that  the  debtor  shall  not  be  imprisoned  unless 
he  refuses  to  give  up  his  property,,or  be  giiilty  of  a  firaud. 

Mr.  HAYNE,  afler  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  observ- 
ed, that  he  thoua^ht  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  would  not  altogether  meet  the  objections.  He 
would  suggest  that  a  better  method  would  be  to  strike 
out  all  but  the  6th  section  of  the  bUl.  By  striking  out  all 
but  this  section,  it  would  be  allowed  to  exteiid  to  all  cases, 
in  courts  in  which  the  debtor  was  liable  to  process )  whc^ 
by  filing  a  list  of  his  property,  and  surrendering  it  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court,  would  be  released  from  all  liability  of 
process  thereafter.  This  would  meet  the  object  of  the 
proviso  as  to  fraud,  and  cover  the  whole  ground.  He 
thought,  if  the  bill  was  in  this  manner  amended,  the  most 
important  obiections  would  be  removed.  There  was  ano- 
ther view  he  had  taken  of  it,  which  he  would  now  submit. 
He  thought  the  benefits  of  the  bill  would  be  much  increas- 
ed, if  a  provision  were  made  for  a  uniformity  of  process  in 
all  the  States — that  is,  an  uniformity  in  each  State  with  the 
process  of  the  Courts  of  the  State.  The  process,  for  in- 
stance, in  Kentucky,  was  regulated  by  one  rule,  that  in 
South  Carolina  by  another,  and  so  on,  through  the  various 
States.  'His  proposition  would  be,  to  make  the  process 
of  the  United  States'  Courts  conform  to  that  of  the  Courts 
of  the  State  in  which  they  were  located.  He  did  not  rise 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  but  as  its  details  were 
now  under  consideration,  he  threw  out  these  suggestions, 
as  tending,  in  his  opinion,  to  increase  its  value. 

Mr.  MAC  ON  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from.  South  Carolina.  But  the  question 
was,  Whether  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill  was  the  best. 
Perfection,  he  knew,  was  not  to  be  expected  from  human 
nature.  Alt  the  States  luid  made  alterations  in  their  laws 
after  being  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  evils  which 
often  existed  in  their  laws  were  not  discovered  until  cus- 
tom had  m^le  men  familiar  to  them.  But  evils  could  not 
be  remedied  at  once,  for  it  wanted  time  to  discover  them. 
As  we  go  on  we  see  our  errors  and  faults  ;  and  he  hoped 
his  friend  fVom  Kentucky  would  not  a|^in,  with  his  usual 
complacency,  postpone  tlie  bill  until  it  is  lost  in  a  press 
of  otlier  business,  as  has  been  the  case  on  former  occa- 
sions. Mr.  M.  thought  he  had*  better  bring  it  up  now, 
than  put  it  off,  and  put  it  off,  until  the  business  became 
more  urgent  There  was  at  present  but  httlc  to  do,  and 
the  opportunity  was  a  good  one  to  push  this  measure  to  an 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  himself  high- 
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\y  plea«ed  at  a  proapect  that  the  bill  was  about  to  be  fair- 
ly discussed.  He  hailed  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Sduth  Carolina,  as  the  dawning  of  a  disposition  to  re- 
store  to  Kentucky  the  rights  of  which  she  had  so  long 
been  deprived.  He  hoped  that  unfortunate  and  patriotic 
State  was  about  to  be  reinstated  in  the  immunities  of  which 
she  had  been  shorn,  refused  the  right  of  making  her  own 
laws,  and  restricted  by  le^l  constructions,  with  a  Solun  to 
legislate  for  the  People,  m  the  character  of  a  Circuit  and 
District  Judge.  Mr.  J.  here  alluded  to  the  difficulties 
under  which  Kentucky  had  long  suffered,  and  the  evils, 
political  and  domestic,  to  which  she  had  been  subjected. 
He  then  moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Priday 
next,  then  to  be  made  the  order  of  the  day ;  which  was  a- 
greed  to. 

MosnAT,  DscsMnsR  24,  1827. 
PUBUC  LANDS. 
Mr.  BENTON  having  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands, 
prefaced  it  with  the  following  remarks  : 

I  rise  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
motion  for  which  1  gave  notice  on  Thursday  last— a  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of 
the  public  landA.  In  asking  this  leave,  for  the  fifth  time, 
Su",  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  any  general 
exposition  of  the  merits  of  my  bill  j  that  was  done  very 
fully  about  two  yean  ago  ;  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
repeat  now,  any  thing  which  I  then  said.  But  there  is 
one  point  of  view  in  which  the  character  of  the  bill  has 
.  been  misunderstood,  and  tor  the  better  understanding  of 
which,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  indulged  in  saying  a  few 
words.  It  has  been  thought,  by  some,  that  this  bill  was 
of  a  sectional  or  local  character,  calculated  for  the  pecu- 
liar benefit  of  the  new  States  in  the  West,  and  not  intend- 
ed to  do  any  good  to  the  older  States  in  the  East,  and  the 
Union  at  large.  If  such  wasjthe  fact,  Mr.  President,  I  be- 
lieve I  should  have  no  necessity^  certainly  no  inclination, 
to  conceal  or  deny  it :  for  1  have  had  too  many  proofs  of 
the  paternal  kindness  of  the  Senate  towards  these  young 
States,  to  fear  that  any  measure  favorable  to  them,  would 
be  the  less  favored  ni  this  Chamber  on  that  account. 
But  such  is  not  the  fact.  Sir,  My  bill  is  nOtof  a  sec- 
tional or  local  character.  It  is  not  intended  for  the  ex- 
clusive or  peculiar  benefit  of  the  new  States  in  the  West, 
but  coroprehcikls  within  its  liberal  scope,  -the  essential 
interest  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  Every  State,  Mr. 
President,  is  essentially  interested  in  having  the  public 
,  debt  paid  off,  and  its  citizens  relieved  from  the  load  of 
*  taxes  which  they  now  bear  on  account  of  it  My  bill  is, 
Sir,  intended  to  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  these  ob- 
jects ;  and  any  bill  which  shall  have  that  effect,  will  be 
admitted,  I  apprehend,  to  be  a  very  different  thing 
from  a  piece  of  sectional  or  local  legislation. 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that,  by  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  in  conjunction  with  other  measures  now  in  force,  the 
public  debt  may  be  paid  off  in  five  yeard,  and  the  people 
relieved  from  the  annual  levy  of  twelve  or  fifteen  millions 
of  taxes,  ttey  five  years;  and  paradoxical  as  such  a  declar- 
a^on  may  seem,  I  believe  it  is  not  only  true,  but  tliat  the 
'plainest  statement  of  my  proposition  will  amount  to  a  de^ 
monstration  of  its  truth.  For  example  t  We  owe  a  debt 
of  nxty-seven  millions,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  mil- 
lions, and  we  have  a  government  to  support  which  costs 
us  ten  millions.  To  meet  these  demands,  we  have  a  re- 
venue of  a  million  and  a  half,  derived  from  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  and  twenty-tliree  millions  more,  taking  an  aver 
age  of  three  years,  derived  from  duties  on  imports,  bknk 
dividends,  and  a  few  other  sources.  Now,  it  is  clear  that 
the  revenue  derived  from  duties  and  otlrer  sources,  ex- 
clusive of  the  lands,  would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  defray 
the  curx'cnt  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  to  extin- 


guish the  debt  in  five  years,  provided  its  whole  amount 
co^'ld  be  applied  to  these  two  objects  ;  and  that  it  might 
be  so  applied  is  equally  clear,  provided  the  interest  of  ttie 
debt,  for  that  period,  could  be  raised  from  the  lands. 
Tliis,  then,  is  my  object  \  and  in  proposing  to  accomplish 
it  by  means  of  the  bill  which  I  am  asking  leave  to  intro- 
duce, I  do  not  consider  myself  as  attempting  any  new 
thing,  or  proposing  any  innovation  upon  the  ancient  pol- 
icy of  this  government,  but  only  as  endeavoring  to  use 
these  lands  for  the  precise  purpose  for  which  they  were 
ceded  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  above  forty 
years  ago.  it  is  well  known,  Mr.  President,  that  tlicse 
lands,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  were,  long  since,' ced- 
ed to  the  General  Government,  by  different  States,  to  be 
**  disposed  op'  for  the  payment  of' the  public  debt ;  and  it 
is  equally  well  kiiown,  that,  instead  of  being  so  "<f»;MMecf 
0/, "  they  have,  on  the  contrary,  been  so  resented  fronn 
sale,  and  kept  out  of  market ;  so'  hugged  up  in  the  arms, 
and  treasiu-ed  away  in  the  bosom  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, that  upwards  of  nine-tenths  of  them  remain  to  this 
day  unsold !  and  that  enough  has  not  been  received  from 
their  sales  to  reimburse  the  federal  treasury  for  its  expen- 
ses in  the  ac^ULRition  and  management  of  them!  So  far 
from  paying  the  public  debt,  they  have  not  yielded  the 
one-fifth  part  of  the  interest  which  has  accrued  upon  it  ^ 
and  the  States  which  made  so  magnificent  a  provision  foi- 
the  discharge  of  that  revolutionary  legacy,  aAer  paying 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  in  interest,  with 
money  derived  from  otlier  soui'ces,  have  the  mortification^ 
at  the  end  of  nearly  half  a  century,  to  see  the  debt  about 
as  large  as  it  was,  and  themselves  still  recurred  to  to  fur- 
nish ten  or  twelve  millions  more,  from  other  sources,  to 
meet  its  annual  interest,  and  a  fraction  of  the  capital! 
Such  a  result,  Mr.  President,  announces  a  great  fault  in 
the  administration  of  this  fund,  so  patriotically  given  for 
a  purpose  to  which  it  has  not  been  apphed  ;  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  affirming,  that  this  fault  lies  in  the  policy 
of  holding  up  these  lands  for  a  future  rise  and  a  higher 
price,  instead  of  selling  them  offproroptly  for  their  actual 
value,  as  recommended  by  President  Washington  and  Se- 
cretary Hamilton,  in  the  year  '9L  These  great  men,  when 
they  were  at  the  head  of  affairs,  twice  recommended  to 
Congress  to  '*  disposed*  of  these  lands  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  their  real  worth ;  and  the  sum  of  twenty  cents  per  acre 
was  fixed  by  General  Hamilton  as  their  average  value.  I 
nfention  this  sum  particularly,  Mr.  President,  and  with 
emphasis,  that  gentlemen  who  have  been  astonished  that 
my  scale  of  prices  should  descend  as  low  as  to  a  minifiatm 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  may  henceforth  dedicate  a 
part  of  their  amazement  to  the  plan  of  General  Hamilton, 
which  rose  no  higher  than  to  an  average  of  twenty!  His 
report  to  this  effect,  and  the  two  messages  of  President 
Washington  recommending  it,  with  the  manner  in  which 
his  plan  was  defeated,  and  the  consequent  injury  to  the 
country,  were  fully  insisted  upon  by  me  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, and  will  not  be  further  adverted  to  now. 

But  I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  authority  of  the  great 
names  of  Washington  and  Hamilton,  in  this' my  adventur- 
ous attempt  to  revive  their  policy,  and  to  achieve  a  victoiy 
where  tb^y  had  sustained  a  defeat.  [  wish  to  have  it 
known  that  my  bill  is  bottomed  on  a  principle  which  has 
received  the  high  sanction  of  their  approbation,  and  which 
the  experience  of  six  and  thirty  years  has  proved  to  be 
correct.  I  wish  to  have  it  seen  tliat,  'like  them,  I  am  in 
tavor  of  sinking  our  price  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  in- 
stead of  waiting,  indefinitely,  for  its  quality  to  rise  to  ottr 
price.  To  do  this,  my  bill  proposes,  after  the  public  sales 
are  over,  and  all  the  choice  lands  are  ^old,  which  com- 
mand more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acr«», 
to  offer,  the  remainder,  for  five  consecutive  years,  at  an 
annual  periodical  reduction  of  price,  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre  per  annum,  until  eveiy  tract  shall  find 
a  purcliaser,  or  fall  into  the  class  of  refuse  knds.    In  this 
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way  every  tract  would  graduate  itself,  and  find  a  purclia< 
Sep  when  it  fell  to  its  valtie:  In  five  years  every  district 
would  be  (5tcked  five  times  over?  every  saleable  ptart 
would  be  culled  out  and  taken  up  ;  and  tlie  refiise,  which 
would  not  sell  for  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  which 
would  otherwise  lie  idle  for  centuries  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Govem>[nent,  would  be  disposed  of  in  donatioi  is 
to  the  poor,  and  io  cessions  to  the  States  in  which  they  Me 
for  promoting'  the  education  of  the  people  and  the  iiiQ- 
provement  of  the  country.— -Such,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
plan  of  nnr  bill;  and,  in  proposing  it  to  the  Senate,  I  have 
the  satis&ction  to  be  able  to  say  that  it  is  not  an  untriedl 
experinoent,  now  to  be  ventured  upon  for  the  first  time-*, 
hut  that  it  has  been  tried  in  one  of  the  SUles— the  State  -of 
Tennessee — with  the  most  complete  and  gratifying  8U«> 
ccss,  disposing  of  all  her  arable  land  in  a  few  years,  and 
bringing  more  money  into  the  Treasuxy  than  it  had  fe  • 
cdved  in  the  half  century  preceding.  Doubtless  the  same 
system  will  operate  equally  well  on  federal  lands ;  at  least 
that  it  will  make  our  two  hundred  and  sixty  millions  <if 
acres  produce  as  much  as  will  meet  the  interest  of  the 
pubUc'debt  for  five  years,  which,  on  the  basis  of  an  annual 
reduction  of  thirteen  millions  of  the  capital,  will  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  total  of  nine  or  ten  millions. 

Thus,  Mr.  President,  in  the  brief  space  of  five  ^cars, 
the  whole  public  debt  may  be  paid  oft,  (for  what  is  not 
redeemable,  is  purchasable  in  market,)  and  the  United 
States  present  the  Imposing  spectacle  of  a  great  nation 
without  a  national  debt.  Such  a  spectacle  would  com- 
mand the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world,  and  would 
impart  a  moral  power  to  this  Republic,  grater  than  the 
possession  of  fleets  and  armies  could  ever  give  her.  But 
the  advantages  of  such  a  position  would  not  be  limited  to 
the  a<Jquisition  of  moral  power,  and  to  the  enjoyment 
of  fbrei^^  admiration .  Other  benefits,  of  a  moi^e  direct 
and  sensible  kind,  would  immediately  result,  and  diffuse 
thcmselres  among  the  people.  The  extinction  of  the 
debt  would  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  dispense 
with  more  than  half  of  its  present  revenue,  and,  of  course, 
to  abolish  taxes,  in  the  shape  of  duties  upon  eomforis  and 
neeeaarus,  trf  that  amount.  The  blessings  of  such  a  dis- 
pensation  wouUl  need  no  recommendation  from  arts  of 
speech,  to  render  them  acceptable  to  the  people,— at  least 
to  the  people  of  the  grain-growing  and  planting  States  of 
this  Union,  with  whose  condition  I  am  best  acqnainted. 
Unhappily,  Mey  have  at  home,  in  the;  decaying  contlition 
^  too  many  of  their  towns  and  village*— in  the  mebh- 
clioly  aspect  of  too  many  of  their  farms  and  country 
houses — a  sufficient  commentator  upon  the  amount  of 
their  taxes,  and  the  necessity  of  relief.  But,  to  gentle- 
nien  who  dwell  in  more  favored  parts — to  Senators  who 
<^onie  from  the  sea-board  of  the  tJast,  where  commerce 
<:oIlcct«  her  accumulated  treasures,  where  multiplied 
tanks  difiTase  an  abundant  paper  currency,  and  where  the 
policy  of  the  Federal  Government  causes  to  be  expended 
the  chief  part  of  the  revenue  which  is  elsewhere  col- 
lected— to  such  gentlemen  it  may  not  be  an  act  of  supere- 
rogation to  intimate,  that  the  North  American  of  the  Unit- 
cd  States  is  among  the  most  heavily  taxed  animals  of  his 
species ;  and  that  he  occupies,  in  this  respect,  a  middle  ' 
position  between  the  Englishman,  who  is  taxed  to  the ! 
''Uimate  point  of  human  endurance,  and  the  Frenchman,  j 
^ho  is  not  very  fiir  behind  him.  I  make  this  suggestion,  | 
Wr.  President,  upon  the  authority  of  one  of  themost  acute 
and  practised  statesmen  of  the  age— one  of  whom  we 
have  long  known,  and  under  various  titles,  but  best  and 
longest  under  his  old  Kepublican  and  Revolutionary  ap- 
pellation of  Citizen  ThUeyrand, — This  vetemh  statesman, 
>n  a  late  debate  in  the  French  Chamber  of  Peel's,  loek 
occasion  to  class  the  burtluins  of  the  English*,  French,  and 
Americans,  in  the  onler  in  which  I  have  stated  them ;  and, 
strange  as  his  classification  appcATcd  to  me  it  first,  I  must 
confess  that  subsequent  re-flection  and  obseiTatioi>,  mucii 


talking  with  the  people,  and  two  or  three  thousand  miles 
of  annual  travelling  through  eight  or  ten  different  States^ 
has  brought  me  to  acquiesce  in  its  truth— at  least  so  far 
as  the  aforesaid  North  American  of  the  g^n-growing  and 
planting  States  of  this  Union  is  concerned.  The  secret 
of  this  heavy  taxation,  Mr.  President,  lies  in  the  fact,  that 
the  citiiens  of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  be  taxed, 
at  the  same  moment,  by  two  separate  and  distinct  Govern^ 
ments,  without  having,  what  the  people  of  Asia  under 
the  like  circumstances  once  demanded  fivm  Mark  An- 
thony, a  double  set  of  seasons  and  ot  crops  to  answer  the 
duphcate  demand.  The^  are  taxed  by  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, in  duties  upon  imports,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
odd  millions,  which  go  into  the  Treasurv,  and  eight  or  ten 
millions  more,  in  the  sliape  of  mercantile  profit,  upon  that 
sum,  which  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  retail  dealers.  By 
the  State  Governments  they  are  taxed,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  about  twenty  millions  more,  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  State  taxes,  county  tax^s,  city  taxes,  cor- 
poration taxes,  poor  taxes,  taxes  upon  licenses,  working 
upon  roads,  serving  on  juries,  supporting  churches  and 
charitable  institutions,  and  a  lung  list  of  et  emiaras.  The 
aggregate  of  the  whole  annual  Levy,  under  the  exactions 
of  the  duplicate^  governments,  may  well  be,  as  supposed 
by  Citizen  Talleyrand,  about  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  An 
enormous  sum,  Mr.  President,  for  a  population  of  twelve 
inilJions  to  pay,  even  if  they  were  all  tax-paying  people, 
which  they*are  not;  for  some  are  pojyppfo,  pn^  pgy  np. 
thing ;  many  are  poor,  and  pay  buHtttleT  and  two  millions 
are  slaves,  and  are  paid  for  by  their  owners.  I  repeat,  Mr. 
Prendent,  that  fifty  milUons  would  be  an  enormous  tax  fur 
this  population  to  pay,  even  if  the  burthen  of  it  was  equally 
diilQsed,  which  it  is  not :  for  it  is  incontestable  that  an  un- 
diie  proportion  of  it  is  levied  upon  that  quarter  of  the 
Union  whose  kbor  pontributes  most  to  the  support  of  this 
Government,  and  whose  citizens  receive  least  from  it — 
that  quarter  which  is  drained  at  once  by  the  conjoint  ope- 
rations of  Federal  legislation,  and  the  course  of  trade 

that  quarter,  whose  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice,  constitut- 
ing seven-eighths  of  the  agricultural,  and  three-fiilhs  of 
the  toul  exports  of  the  country,  gives  employment  to 
numerous  ships  and  mariners  of  the  Bast,  enriches  many 
of  their  merchants,  and  builds  up  their  cities,  and  brings 
back  the  chief  part  of  the  imports  which  paj  the  twenty 
odd  millions  of  revenue  into  the  Treasury;  which  are  else- 
where expended.  Still  the  fifty  millions  are  paid,  and 
must  be  paid.  It  is  a  itvy  which  no  force  can  resist,  no 
art  elude.  The  Sheriff  is  collector  for  one  Government, 
ajid  necessity  for  the  other  j  and  both  agents  are  equally 
inexorable.  One  commits  the  body  to  prison  for  non-pay- 
ment, aud  Uie  other  applies  to  it,  not  the  old  Uoman  in- 
terdiction of  fire  and  water,  but  the  Federal  interdiction 
of  food  and  clothes.  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  that  the  duties 
are  levied  upon  articles  of  consumption,  and  that  it  is  op- 
tional with  the  citizen  to  use  them  or  not.  11  is  mockery 
to  talk  in  that  way :  for  the  duties  of  which  1  speak,  are 
levied  upon  articles  of  prime  necessity,  or  ordinary  com- 
fort, and  such  as  no  family  can  live  without — upon  sugar, 
teas,  and  coffee ;  upon  salt  and  spices ;  upon  blankets  and 
linens ;  upon  the  working  tools  of  the  well  man,  and  the 
physic  of  Uie  sick  one.  It  is  in  vain  to  speak  of  more 
economy,  and  more  retrenchment.  These  negative  aids 
of  family  reveiuie  have  lonp^  since  been  in  requisition. 
Ever}'  fiimily  that  lives  upon  its  own  means,  has  long  since 
been  reduced  to  its  "peace  esiabluthmeni" — to  its  mini» 
mum  of  expenditure,  and  its  pessimum  of  enjoyment. 
Still,  every  one  has  to  yield  its  proportion  of  these  thirty 
odd  millions  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  20  odd  to 
the  States.  For  every  hundred  dollars  worth  of  foreign 
goods  or  groceries  which  a  family  buys,  it  pays,  in  g^M- 
tion  to  the  value  of  the  article,  a  tax  ot  thirty-tive  or  forty 
dollars  to  the  Fe^lerHl  Government,  besiti<?»  auolUci*  little- 
tax  of  ten  OP  twelve  dollars  upon  that  sum,  in  \\\c  shape 


i1 


t>ALES  £2?  SE ATONES  REGISTER 


28 


SENATE.] 


PubKc  LanA. 


[Die.  24^  1827. 


of  mercatitUe  profit,  to  the  reUfl  dealer.  The  amount 
-of  this  superincumbent,  superstnictive,  and,  1  believe  1 
might  «ay,  supercrescential  Ux,  in  the  shape  of  mercan- 
tile profit  upon  taxes,  cannot  be  less  tlian  one-third  per 
cctitum,  or  eig^bt  or  ten  millions  upon  ouf  present  Custom- 
liouse  revenue— a  sum  in  itself  four  tihies  as  g^atas  that 
direct  tax  of  the  year  '98,  which  overturned  the  President 
of  this  Union,  rumed  his  party,  and  marked  an  era  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  which  is  still  referred  to  as  one  of 
oppression  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  of  sufTering 
on  the  part  of  the  people. 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  misunderstand  me.    1  do  not 
draw  this  picture  for  the  purpose  of  exciting^  diasatisfiic- 
tion  with  our  present  rate  of  duties.    I  am  one  of  those 
who  contributed  to  establish  it,  and  am  willing  for  it  to 
remain  unaltered  until  the  occasions  which  called  for  it  are 
passed  away.     But  it  is  not  to  be  dissembled  that  thirty 
millions  upon  articles  of  consumption,  in  addition  to 
twenty  millions  upon  property  in  possession,  is  an  enor- 
mous load  for  our  population  to  carry,  and  tliat  the  Congress 
which  shall  relieve  them  of  on&  half  or  Iwo-thirda  of  it, 
will  confer  a  national  benefaction,  which  will  entitle  it  to 
the  glorious  appellation  of  «*  blessed. "    The  Congress  of 
1832-3  maybe  that  most  enviable  body,provided  the  Con- 
gress of  1827-8  shall  make  itself  participator  in  its  glory 
by  laying  the  foundation  of  its  wor\^.     To  do  that  we  must 
go  to  work  at  once,  and  in  earnest,  upon  these  public  lands. 
We  must  rouse  them  from  their  dormant  state.  We  must 
infvw^  new  life  and  animation  into  the  sales.     We  must 
give  them  an  accelerated  movement  in  tlie  path  of  their 
origiial  destination.    We  must  force  them  to  yield  nt  least 
as  much  as  will  meet  the  interest  of  the  debt  for  five  years. 
In  a  word,  Mr.  President,  this  Congress  must  pass  my  bill; 
Then  may  we  hail  tlie  approach  of  that  auspicious  day 
when  the  national  debt  shall  cease  to  exist,  and  when  the 
tariff  shall  be  taken  up,  not  to  alarm  and  distract  the 
country,  not  to  array  one  half  of  the  Union  against  the 
other — but  to  reconcile  all  hearts,  to  excite  all  liopes,  and 
to  call  forth  universal  benedictions.     Then  shall  we  see 
the  day  when  this  subject,  so  pregnant  with  tlie  seeds  of 
bitter  contehtion,  s))ail  be  taken  up  with  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  for  the  joyful  pui-pose  of  expunging  a  long 
list  of  articles  from  its  ample  catalogue.     What  these  ar- 
ricles  shall  be,  is  not  for  us  to  say,  but  for  that  most  happy 
Congress  which  shall  have  the  grateful  task  to  perform, 
and  which  shall  come  fresh  from  the  body  of  the  people, 
instructed  by  their  wishes,  and  amenable  to  their  will. 
But,  if  I  could  be  permitted  to  speculate  on  a  measure 
still  five  years  ahead,  and  to  indicate  a  few  of  the  articles 
which  might  be  struck  from  the  list,  I  would  put  into  the 
first  class  all  the  articles  of  prime  necessity,  or  ordinary 
comfort,  which  are  now  taxed  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
raising  revenue,  and  without  comprehending  the  f\irther 
object  of  encouraging  the  home  production  of  a  rival 
article.    This  class  would  comprehend  coffee,  which  pays 
a  dut)'  of  five  cents  a  pound,  and  costs  the  consumer  six 
or  seven  cents  more,  in  consequence  of  that  duty :  teas, 
which  pay  duties  from  twenty-five  to  fifly  cents  a  pound, 
and  cost  the  consumer  from  thirty  odd  to  seventy  odd 
cents  more :  spices,  which  pay  one  or  two  liundred  per 
cent,  and  cost  the  consumer  double  ;  and  linens,  which 
incur  an  advance  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  which  they  bring  to  the  Go- 
vernment.    These  articles  and  otiiers  of  the  same  class, 
which  are  taxed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  revenue, 
would  be  expunged  fi'om  the  list  with  unanimous  consent, 
the  instant  the   Treasury  could  dispense  with  their  pro- 
ceeds.     The  next  class  would  comprehend  the  catalog^ie 
of  necessaries  partially  made  at  home,   and    now  sub- 
jected to  duty  for  the  double  purpose  of  raising  revenue 
and  cherisilung  domestic  industry.    In  this  class  is  included 
aalty  the  duty  on  which  takes  thirty  cents  a  bushel  out  of 
the  pocket  of  the  consumer,  and  puts  twenty  into  the 


coffersof  the  Government ;  sugars,  which  take  four,  fivc^ 
and  six  cents  a  pound  from  the  consumer,  and  give  tiiree» 
four,  and  five  cents  to  the  Government ;  and  blankets^ 
which  cost  us  forty  or  fifty  per  cent  more,  for  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  whidi  they  put  into  the  Treasury. 
Upon  the  question  of  abolishing  the  duties  upon  these 
articles,  and  others  of  the  same  claas,  some  diversity  ol 
opinion  migbt-prevail  j  btit  the  role  which  should  govern 
in  every  case,  is,  to  my  mind  a  clear  one,  viz :  to  abolish 
the  duties  upon  articles  of  prime  necessity  or  ordinaiy 
comfort,  which  are  not  made  at  home  at  all,  or  not  made 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  merit  national  protection,  and  to 
leav«  them  upon  articles  of  taste  and  luxury,  and  upon 
such  rival  productions  of  foreign  countries,  as  our  secu- 
rity in  time  of  war,  and  our  general  independence  as  a 
nation,  require  to  be  made  at  home.  An  abolition  of  one 
half  the  present  duties,  upon  these  principles,  wouU  not 
only  relieve  the  countjY  from  a  vast  burthen,  but  would 
have  the  happy  effect  of  reconciling  all  parts  of  the  Union 
to  the  continuance  of  the  tariff  for  tlie  combined  object 
of  supporting  the  Government  and  protecting  our  useful 
mamiiactories. 

These  few  remarks,  1  tnist,  Mr.  President,  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  gentlemen  that  the  bill  which  I  ask  leave 
to  introduce,  is  not  of  a  local  or  sectional  character—that 
it  is  not  designed  for  the  exclusive  or  peculiar  benefit  of 
the  new  States  in  the  West — but  that,  howsoever  benefi- 
cial its  enactment  may  prove  to  these  young  States,  in  ex- 
tricating them  from  the  condition  of  tenants  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government— ^giving  them  the  use  of  all  the  soil  withia 
their  limits,  for  settlement  and  taxation— multiplying  the 
number  of  their  freeholders — ^raising  many  indigent  fami- 
lies from  poverty  and  wretchedness  to  comfort  and  inde- 
pendence— and  converting  some  millions  of  acres  of  refuse 
and  idle  land  into  an  active  fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
great  cause  of  education  and  internal  improvement — it 
would,  at  the  same  time,  be  erhinently  advantageous  to 
the  old  States,  and  to  the  whole  Union,  by  hastening  the 
extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  consequent  release 
of  the  people  from  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of  taxes. 

Mr.  .BARTON  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  grant- 
ing leave  for  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  but  to  make 
some  explanation  in  relation  to  it  It  was  not  needful 
to  tell  th^  Senate  that  the  propositions  alluded  to^  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton,  were  made  at  a  time  when 
the  Government  was  in  great  want  of  funds,  when  they 
were  looking  about  for  means  to  supply  immediate  neces- 
sities, and  seizinguponeveiy  thing  that  promised  to  yield 
them.  That  other  means  were  found,  was  well  known, 
and  that  the  practicability  of  the  plan  was\»evcr  tested. 
lie  believed  tlie  Government  would  reap  no  benefit  from 
it,  however  it  might  be  beneficial  to  individuals.  In  • 
deed,  there  had  been  some  practical  experience  of  the 
effect  of  such  a  plan,  as  one  of  a  similar  nature  lud  been 
adopted  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  where  companies  of 
persons  had  been  banded  together  to  purchad^  the 
lands ;  and  the  effect  had  been  that  the  cultivator  of 
the  soil  had  paid  much  more  than  the  speculators.  Al- 
though no  one  ceuld  hold  the  character  and  opiiiion&  of 
General  Hamilton  in  higher  respect  than  he  did ;  stiU, 
he  believed  that  the  proposition  which  his  colleague 
bad  alluded  to,  was  a  mere  temporary  plan,  hit  upon  at 
a  season  when  the  country  wav  struggling  for  exist- 
ence. As  to  any  effect  that  the  plan  might  fjave  on  the 
increase  of  flettleinents,  he  did  not  think  any  such  result 
would  arise  from  it.  He  believed,  as  soon  as  necessity 
req<iircd,  the  land  would  be  settled  and  filled  up  ;  and 
he  did,  not  wish  that  any  neglect  should  cause  1  hem  to 
rise  to  an  exorbitant  price,  of  which  he  thought  there 
was  no  fear,  under  the  present  arrangement.  But  he 
felt  confident  that  the  graduation  of  the  prices  was  im- 
practicable. It  was,  he  knew,  but  just,  that  a  graduation" 
should  take  place,  so  that  the  price  of  the  lands  should 
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be  apportioned  to  their  qiiaUty ;  but  tjiis  was  now  im- 
posaible,  since  it  was  not  adopted  at  the  commencement. 
It  ouglit  to  have  been  infused  into  the  system  at  the  be 
ginning :  the  idea  of  graduating  the  price  of  lands  was 
a  pleasmg  and  specious  one.  It  was  not  the  project  it- 
self that  he  opposed; it  was  the  inevitable  effect  which 
he  looked  to.  The  operation  of  the  measure,  which 
could  only  be  looked  upon  as  a  scale  of  depreciation, 
would  be  to  delay  all  sales  until  the  expiration  of  the 
five  yeats  designated  in  the  bill ;  and  then  the  same 
speculations  would  occur  as  had  taken  place  in  Alaba- 
ma.  The  surreys  that  had  as  yet  been  made  were  mere- 
ly superficial,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain 
the  quality  of  the  interior  lots.  Great  jnisrepresentations 
have  been  made  to  the  Western  people,  in  newspapers 
and  pamphlets,  asserting  that  our  land  system  *'  cost  the 
Government  upwards  of  33, 1-3  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
collectctl."  The  ofRcial  reports  from  the  T^ea8ury,  show 
that  the  whole  expense  of  selling  the  nineteen  millions 
and  upwards  of  lands,  heretofore  sold,  including  the  ex- 
pense of  sur\'eying,  was  only  3  and  6-lOths  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  .pf  the  sales :  and  this  was  cheaper  than  our 
revenue  from  commerce,  which  had  been  esdmated  at 
about  5  per  cent. 

One  word  more  and  he  should  close  the  few  remarks 
which  he  designed  now  to  offer.     His  colleague  had 
noticed  the  land  system  in  Tennessee.    There  was  for- 
mer!/ an  arrangement  between  the  United  States  an  J 
Tennessee,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  Tennessee, 
should  not  undersell  the    General  Government.     This 
arrangement  went  on  for  several  yeai*s,  until  the  best 
lands  in  that  State  were  disposed  of,  as  it  was  more 
populous  than  most  of  the  other  new  States.    All  the 
States'  lands  being  sold  but  the  coves  in  the  mountains^ 
and  other  waste  strips,  the  restriction  was  removed.   He 
was  not  long  since  in  Tennessee,  and  knew  thst  per- 
sons were  entering  such  pieces  of  lands  St  one  cent  per 
acre,  which  the  State  was  willing  to  dispose  of,  because 
they  became,  after  sale,  taxable,  like  other  hinds.    The 
plan  only  operated  after  the  other  lands  were  sold  out  $ 
and  there  was  nothing  plainer,  than  that,  if  Tennessee 
could  sell  her  lands  at  twenty-five  cents,  it  would  ope- 
rate to  increase  her  population.  .  He  should  not  oppose 
the  introduction  of  the  bill,  because  it  was  not  custom- 
ary ;  but   he  should,  at  a  proper  time,  express  himself 
more  fully  on  its  merits. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  NOBLE  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
land  Road  ;  which  he  prefaced  bv  remarking,  that,  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefiferson,  the  first  bill  for 
the  oonstrtiction  of  the  Cumberland  Koad  was  passed, 
\?hen  Confess  clearly  held  out  to  the  people  of  the 
west  that   it  should  be  continued.     The  bill  which  he 
now  offered  called  on  Congress  to  redeem  tlie  pledge 
then  made,  and  take  the  preliminary  steps  towards  a 
continuation  of  this  great  public  work. 
The  bill  was  read  atid  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday,   by  Mr.  HEN- 
DRICKS, in  relation  to  a- cession  of  the  Public  Lands  to 
the  States  in  which  they  lie,  was  then  considered, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that,  as  the  Senate  was 
very  thin,  and  as  this  was  an  important  proposition,  he 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
after  the  holidays. 

Ml.  HKNDRICKS  observed  that,  he  saw  no  cause  for 
the  delay,  as  no  principle  was  to  be  settled  by  this  reso- 
lution.  It  was  simply  a  motion  for  an  inquiry,  by  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marjland,  said  that  it  would  be.inju 

rtous  to  have  an  idea  e^t  abroad  that  the  lands  v<re  to 

be  fciven  away.     He  t^refore  urged  his  motion. 

Mr,  SifiTw's  motion,  was  carried,  19  to  12, 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  Salt  Springs,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  to  be  exposed  to  sale,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BARTON,  in  reference  to  this  bill,  remarked, 
that  so  much  had  forrnerly  been  said  on  this  subject, 
that  much  explanation  was  not  necessary.  The  whole 
number  of  Springs  reserved  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
were  34.  Of  these,  12  had  been  taken  by  the  SUte, 
and  were  in  operation.  The  remainder  were  consider- 
ed of  so  small  value,  as  to  render  it  unnecessaty  to  make 
any  distinction  between  them  and  other  territory.  There 
was  reserved  around  each  of  these  Springy  however 
weak,  a  section  of  land,  which  was  now  lying  waste. 
The  neighboring  inhabitants  plundered  these  sections 
of  their  timber ;  and,  if  they  were  not  shortly  disposed 
of,  their  value  would  be  much  injured.  It  was  a  fact 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  Springs  had  been  reserved 
by  the  State  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  the  manufacture  ; 
and  there  was,  therefore,  no  objection  to  disposing  of 
these  inferior  Springs. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 

Thubsoat,  Dscixbxr  37,  1827. 
There  was  no  business  transacted  this  day  to  give  rise 
to  debute.     The,  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

MoiTDAT,  DsciXBin  31,  1827. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  cancelling  of  a  certain  bond 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time. 

'Mr.  KIKG  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion, which  he  said  would  fully  explain  the  object  or  the 
bill.  The  petition  having  been  read^  Mr.  V.  B.  made  a 
few  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  proposed  some  questions  in  relation 
to  the  bill :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  some  additional  explanations^ 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  negroes  (39  in  number) 
referred  to  in  the  bill,  were  part  of  a  cargo  of  negroes 
found  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel  which  was  captured  by  a 
revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States,  nent  into  Savannah 
and  libelled  for  a|i  alleged  violation  of  the  slave  acts  of 
the  United  States.  The  Spanish  Consul  set  up  a  claim 
to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  the  property  of  Spanish  sub- 
jects. The  Portuguese  Consul  set  up  a  claim  in  behalf 
of  certain  subjects  of  Portugal  j  and  the  Captain  of  a  pri- 
vateer, sailing  under  a  South  American  flag,  advanced 
another  claim.  Upon  investigation,  it  was  fotind  that  the 
negroes  had  been  plundered  from  several  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  ships,  by  a  South  American  privateer.  The 
suits  growing  out  of  these  claims  were  prosecuted  in  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  the  lapse 
ot  eight  years,  were  finally  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  the  last  term.  The  Portuguese  claim  was  re- 
jected because  no  owners  appeared ;  and  the  Spanbh 
claim  was  reduced  in  amount  to  thirty  nine  negroes.  The 
claimants  were  also  required  tq  give  bond,  with  security. 
Tor  the  removal  of  the  negroes  from  the  United  States. 
The  other  portion  of  the  negroes  was  sent  to  Liberia  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government.  Meanwhile,  the  negroes 
adjudicated  to  the  Spanish  claimants  had  formed  ties  in 
this  country,  and  were  unwilling  to  be  carried  to  the 
West  Indies.  The  petitioner,  from  motives  of  humanity 
alone,  purchased  them  from  the  Spanish  owners,  for  the 
sum  of  $  1,500.  He  had  also  paid  for  salvage  f  4,500,  to 
Marshals  $6000,  and  to  tlie  Proctors  in  the  different 
Courts  between  2  and  #3,000  ;  the  aggregate  amount 
being  greater  than  the  value  of  the  slaves.  The  petition- 
er had  also  offered  the  negroes  to  the  Colonization  Soci- 
ety, for  transportation  to  Liberia,  but  the  funds  of  the 
I  Society  did  not  enable  them  to  accept  the  offer.  The 
I  petitioner,  now,  therefor^,  prayed  that  the  bond  given 
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upon  it ;  and  to  place  od  a  secure  and  permanent  basis  the 
rights  and  happiness  of  our  citizens.  If,  Mr.  President,  all 
the  Empires,  Rinfl:doms,SUtes,  and  Republics,  of  the  earth 
were  here  met  with  us  this  day  in  Council,  in  what  would 
we  be  willing  to  compare  with  them  ^  Not  in  extent  of 
territory,  for  Russia  exceeds  us  in  that ;  not  in  wealth  and 
grandeur  $  not  in  commerce  and  manufactures,  for  many 
nations  equal  and  some  surpass  us  in  them ;  nor  in  science 
and  arts,  nor  in  sslubrity  of  climate,  nor  fertility  of  soil, 
for  in  these  blessings  other  nations  may  compete  with  us : 
but  it  would  be  in  dor  free  institutions  that  "we  might 
proudly  compare  with  them  { in  civil  and  relijg^ious  liberty ; 
m  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  $  in  the  right  of 
each  citizen  freely  to  pursue  his  own  happiness.  These 
principles  are  sealed  with  the  blood  of  our  fathers.  Let 
us  not  prove  treacherous  to  them  in  one  of  their  roost  es- 
sential particulars  ;  for  imprisonment  for  debt  is  a  violation 
of  those  sacred  rights,  and  perhaps  the  only  exception  to 
the  freedom  of  the  dtizen. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  unwilling*  at  this 
thne,  to  trespass  further  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Se- 
nate. He  had  spoken  without  notes,  and  without  intend- 
ing to  have  said  as  much  at  present ;  upon  some  other 
occasion,  in  the  progress  of  the  bill,  he  might  attempt 
more  fully  to  explain  the  historjr  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
and  to  show  that  it  originated  in  judicial  usurpation  and 
legal  fictions,  and  had  been  supported  by  tyranny.  He 
entreated  the  Senators  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  open  their  ears  to  the  cries,  which  were  loud 
to  those  who  would  listen,  of  the  unfbrtunate  and  distress- 
ed debtors,  and  to  decide  on  the  bill  without  delay. 

Tbvksdat,  Dscbmbik  20, 182/. 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Hetohedf  That  the  Conuuittee  on  the  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding  and 
relinquishing,  in  full  property,  the  public  lands,  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  States,  to  the  several  States  in  which 
they  lie. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  that,  in  offering  this  resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,,  it  was,  perhaps,  pro- 
per for  him  to  make  a  few  remarks.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected, that,  at  the  last  session,  in  the  fbrm  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  proposing  to  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  he  had  offered  the  same  proposition,  though 
in  another  form.  The  proposition  of  last  session  was  one 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  not  been  very 
much  directed.  It  was  considered  a  novel  proposition, 
k  bold  one,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that,  by  many  ac- 
customed to  look  to  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue, more  important  than  they  ever  yet  have  been,  or 
promise  hereafter  to  be,  it  was  deemed  an  unreasonable 
proposition.  The  bill  and  the  amendment  were  laid  up- 
on the  table,  having  received  a  very  partial  examination, 
and,  for  want  of  time,  were  permitted  there  to  rest,  with- 
out discussion,  till  the  close  of  the  session. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  this  state  of  things,  and 
that  a  full  discussion  of  the  principles  contained  in  the 
proposition  might  be  had  at  the  present  session,  he  had, 
at  tnis  early  period,  presented  it  to  the  Senate,  The 
ttQl  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would 
again  be  introduced,  and,  in  all  probability,  be  again  re- 
ferred to, the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  To  this 
committee  he  wished  to  have  this  subject  aho  referred. 
1'he  Senate  would  then  have  the  aid  of  their  examina- 
tions and  report,  and  be  the  better  prepared  for  a  vote 
upon  the  question.  • 

Believing,  aa  he  did,  that  the  sovereignty,  freedom, 
and  independence  of  the  new  States  wei«  much  unpair- 
ed, and  that  their  equality  with  the  old  States  was  en- 
tirely taken  away  by  the  present  condition  of  the  pub- 


lic lands,  as  the  representative  of  a  new  State  he  could 
not  but  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  proposition,  and  he 
did  believe,  that,  when  the  subject  should  be  fully  can- 
vassed by  the  Senate,  the  constitutional  argument,  and 
the  question  of  expediency,  would  alike  preponderate 
in  favor  of  the  new  States,  and  strongly  admonish  of 
the  propriety  of  an  absolute  transfer  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  several  States  in  which  they  lie.  He  believed 
that  the  Federal  Government  had  no  constitutional  power 
to  hold  the  soil  of  the  States,  except  for  the  special  pur- 
poses  demgnated  by  the  Constitution,  such  as  the  erec- 
tion efforts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other 
needful  buildings,  and  even  for  this  purpose,  the  consent 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  SUtes  was  necessary,  by  the 
express  language  of  the  Constitution. 

He  was  well  aware  that  the  cessions  from  the  States, 
and  the  pledge  that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  were  usually  resorted 
to  as  the  authority  of  the  General  Government  to  hold 
the  lands  in  the  States ;  but  these  authorities,  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  times,  which  show  the  intentions 
and  views  of  the  actors  of  tliat  day,  instead  of  showing 
the  right  of  this  Government,  might,  jn  his  opinion,  be 
safely  relied  on  to  sustain  a  contmy  position.  It  surely 
was  the  intention  of  Con^ss,  and  of  the  States,  ced- 
ing waste  and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  Union,  that 
the  new  States  to  be  formed  should  be  received  into  the 
Union  m  sovereign  and  independent  States,  and  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  m  all  respects 
whatever ;  and  nothinr  oould  be  more  clear  than  that 
this  was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 
To  maintain  the  equality  of  the  States,  it  had  even  ex- 
tended fiivors  to  the  small  States.  It  had  in  some  de- 
gree balanced  numbers  in  the  large  States,  with  poli- 
tical power  in  the  small  SUtes.  The  equality  of  the 
representation  in  the  Senate  was  an  instance  of  this. 
To  Senators  who  hold  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
and  who  deny  to  the  Federal  Government  all  powers  not 
clearly  expressed*  he  might  safely  appeal.  To  those 
who  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  the 
sacred  soil  of  a  SUte,  so  hr  only  as  might  be  necessary 
for  the  location  of  a  road  or  canal,  he  nught  speak  with 
the  greatest  confidence.  If,  according  to  their  doc- 
trine. Congress  cannot  tiius  temporarily  occupy  a  small 
portion  of  the  soil  of  a  State,  surely,  they  would  agree 
with  him  in  saying  that  Congress  cannot  permanently 
hold,  in  full  property,  the  entire  soil  of  the  new  States. 

If,  tiien,  the  constitutional  argument  should  be  with 
him,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  become  or  to  re- 
main, the  lord  of  the  soil  of  the  new  States,  no  one  would 
contend  that  the  compacts  ought  to  be  binding ;  for,  if 
they  are  not  baaed  on  the  Constitution^  they  impose  no 
obligation  on  the  States.  But,  if  even  based  on  the  Con- 
stitution, it  was  in  the  power  of  the  new  States,  on  the 
principle  of  free  agency,  to  make  them,  or  to  refuse 
to  mak»them.  If  the  new  States  had  refused  to  make 
them,  then  the  objects  attained  by  them  would  have 
been  defeated.  And  what  were  those  objects?  That 
^e  new  States  should  never  interfere  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  soil.  And  if  this  object  had  not  been 
attuned  by  the  General  Government,  would  not  the  con- 
verse of  the  propontion  have  been  the  consequence  ^ 
would  not  the  inference  have  been  irresistible,  that  the 
new  Slates  might  have  interfered  with  the  primary  dis- 
posal of  the  soil  ?  Here  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  said,  that 
the  new  States,  refusing  to  enter  into  these  compacts, 
could  have  befen  kept  out  of  the  Union.  But  this  was 
ground  untenable  ;  for  the  new  States  were,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  guarantied  admission  into  the  Union, 
witlx  a  population  of  60,000,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  arguments  of  expediency,  almost  in- 
numerable, might  be  urged  in  the  present  case.     It 


17 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


18 


Dtc.  20,  1827.] 


Public  Land-^Impriwnment  fat  Debt, 


[SENATE. 


seemed  to  him  that  whenever  the  subject  should  be  ful- 
ly exftmined,  it  would  appear  that  an  estimate  had  here- 
tofore been  put  upon  tne  public  lands,  far  above  their 
real  value.  The  public  lands  had  been  in  market  up 
wards  of  forty  years,  and  the  whole  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  had  been  about  thirty  six  millions.  We  had 
now  in  market  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
and  for  the  last  years  the  receipts  had  frequently  been 
below  a  million,  while  the  whole  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, in  those  years^  had  ranged  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  millions.  This  view  would  show  how  small  is  the 
portion  of  our  whole  revenue  deinved  from  the  public 
lands.  This  million,  if  indispensable  to  the  Treasury, 
could  easily  be  supplied  in  some  other  way.  It  could 
be  laid  on  other  objects  of  taxation,  which  would  nei- 
ther be  seen  nor  felt,  and  the  new  States  would  rise  to 
a  level  of  equality  with  the  old  States,  llie  new  States 
would  then  be  relieved  from  what  he  considered  an  un- 
constitutional and  dangerous  dependence  on  the  old 
States  and  on  the  Union. 

Nor  had  this  proposition  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
great  mass  of  these  lands.  The  public  lands  in  the  new 
States  amounted  to  little  more  than  200  millions  of 
acres,  and  perhaps  fifty  millions  of  this  liad  been  given 
away  in  militaiy  boiinties,  and  other  donations,  together 
with  tlie  public  sales.  The  residue,  subject  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  present  land  system,  would  be  eight  or  nine 
hundred  millions.  With  an  unlimited  control  over  this 
vast  scope  of  country,  the  General  Government  ought  to 
be  satisfied. 

Surely,  said  Mr.  |{.  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  are 
lietter  qualified  than  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  as  the  condition  of  their 
respective  States  require.  They  better  know  than  we 
possibly  can  know,  how  to  g^duate  the  price  ag^ea- 
bly  to  the  quality,  and  when  to  give  pre-emption  ri|^hts 
and  donations  to  actual  settlers.  The  people  of  the 
new  States  should  look  to  their  own  L<?gislature8  for 
the  regulation  of  the  public  lands,  and  Congress  should 
be  left  to  pursue,  with  undivided  attention,  the  national 
interests  submitted  to  their  care  by  the  Constitution  of 
tiie  United  States. 

But,  tliere  was  another  consideration,  more  weighty 
still.  It  was,  that  the  public  lands  in  the  hands  of  the 
(;cneral  Government,  offered  to  the  new  States  the 
strongest  inducements  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  for, 
the  Union  dissolved,  the  lands  would  instantly  become 
the  property  olf  the  States,  and  all  such  inducements 
ought  most  carefully  to  be  guarded  against. 

He  had  already  glided  further  into  the  discussion  than 
he  intended  wlien  he  rose  He  hope<I,  that,  at  the  pro- 
per time,  the  Senate  would  be  favored  with  the  reflec- 
tioTis  of  others,  much  wore  capable  of  doing  justice  to 
this  very  important  subject  than  himself.  He  would  at 
IhU  time  no  longer  detain  the  Senate. 

A  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  PARRIS,  for 
he  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  several  States,  was  considered  and 
» greed  to,  after  having  been  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
[\  so  as  to  embrace  a  prb  vision  for  the  preservation  of  the 
•ecorcLs  of  the  Courts. 

Mr.  PARRIS  remarked,  that  the  Courts  of  the  Unit;d 
5t.'ttcs  were,  in  many  of  the  States,  unprovided  with 
iiituble  buildings,  and  were  neces^tated  to  depend 
ipon  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Courts  for  the  use  of  their 
ooms.  It  was  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  to  procure  the 
eqaisite  accommodation  for  them,  that  lie  proposed  this 
evolution.  The  preservation  of  the  records  of  the  Cpurts 
►  us  a  matter  of  great  iniportance,  and  no  regulation  for 
liut  puri>oae  had  hitherto  been  made. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  OKBT. 
The  hill  to  abol'.sh  imprisonment  for  debt  was  then 
Aiieji  up,  and,  after  several  amcudmcrfts  proposed  J>y 
Vat,  IV— a 


Messrs.  BERRIEN,  RATON,  CHANDLER,  HAYNT^ 
KANE,  and  RIDGELT,  which  were  agreed  to,  Mr. 
JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next, 

Mr.  I'AZEWRLL  rose,  and  said  that,  at  the  bill  was 
now  open  to  discussion  upon  its  details,  he  would  say  a 
few  words,  more  by  way  of  suggestion  to  the  friends  of 
the  measure  than  of  argument  against  it.     Whether  the 
object  of  the  bill  was  useful  or  necessary,  and  whether 
the  public  was  now  displeased  with  the  power  enjoyed 
by  the  plaintiffs,  were  questions  of  great  importance, 
I  and  would  be  fiilly  discussed  at  a  proper  stage  of  the 
{progress  of  the  bill.     He  did  not  rise  to  debate  the  qucs- 
tion,  whether  the  abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt 
woidd  be  useful,  necessary,  or  proper.     It  was  his  de- 
sign only  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  method  by  which 
it  was  proposed  to  obtain  this   object.     His  remarks 
would  be  directed  to  the  maehinery  by  which  it  was  to 
be  done.     They  wished  to  effect  an  abolition  of  Impri- 
sonment for  Debt ;  and  how  do  they  propose  to  do  it  ? 
lAy  removing  from  the  laws  of  the  land  a  certain  process. 
Now,  to  every  gentleman  who  has  airy*  knowledge  of 
law,  it  is  evident  that  this  cannot  be  safely  done.     Will 
they  say,  that  in  taking  «way  this  single  'process,  tliey 
can  leave  the  laws  exactly  minus  that  process  ^  No  man 
of  legal  knowledge  would  say  so.     For  the  various  pro- 
.  cesses  are  so  coimected,  that  it  is  impossible  to  disjoint 
one  from  the  context  without  injuring  and  disorganising   • 
I  the  whole  system.     They  are  so  amalgamated,  that,  to 
i  abstract  any  portion,  woidd  be  to  decompose  and  destrov 
,  the  whole.     To  do  this,  without  producing  such  an  eK 
I  feet,  was  a  scheme   beyond  'the   skill  of  the  greatest 
I  statesman  that  ever  lived,  so  were  the  laws  under  our 
I  system  woven  into  and  connected  with  each  other,     lie 
would  state  some  cases,  which  might-^nay,  which,  he 
was  confident,  must  arise^  were  this  measure  to  gointo 
effect.     In  the  State  of  Virginia  we  follow  the  English 
law,  which  we  have  handed  down  to  us  by  our  forefa- 
thers.    Real  estate  is  not  subject  to  execution  for  debt. 
But  lands  can  be  seized  to  pay  a  debt  by  an  indirect 
process,  which  is  eqimlly  eflicient,  and  ensures  to  the 
creditor  the  real  property  of  the  debtor.     For  instance, 
I  you  take  the  bod^  of  the  debtor,  and  incarcerate  him  : 
I  you  then  say  to  him,  you  must  release  your  lands  for  the 
I  payment  of  my  demand,  and  until  you  do,  you  remain  a 
prisoner.     This  is  done  by  the  means  of  a  capiat  ad  $aiU~ 
I  faciendum.  Now,  if  the  eapiaa  ad  saU'sfaeiendutfi  is  taken 
'  away,  what  power  is  there  remaining  over  the  lands  of 
the  clebtor  }  What  safety  will  there  be  to  the  creditor, 
whose  debtor  is  possessed  of  real  estate  alone  ?     The 
body  of  a  debtor  is,  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  to  be 
free  of  imprisonment';  and,  it  matters  not  whether  the 
debt  be  five  shillings  or  five  thousand  dollars,  still  the 
operation  is  uniform.     But,  if  an  individual  agree  to  do 
a  specific  act,  and  fail  in  its  performance,  you  have  ju- 
risdiction over  his  body,  because  tins  Bill  does  not  ex- 
tenii  to  Chancery  cases.    Then  the  operation  of  it  will 
be  this  :  The  man  is  released  who  owes  five  shillings  in 
mor.ey  ;  but  tlie  man  who  agrees  to  do  a  specific  thing, 
not  worth  half  that  value,  may  be  imprisoned'.     Is  this 
an  equal  operation  ?  Is  it  not  partial  in  the  extreme  ? 
These  two  statements,  of  what  he  believed  would  be 
the  operation  of  the  Bill,  were  merely  given  to  illustrate 
the  opinion  which  he  entertained,  of  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  as  it  now  stood  before  the  Senate.     The  Bill 
would  effect,  perhaps,  too  much,  and  certainly  in  some 
1  respects,   too    little — probably    more    in  some  points, 
!  and  less  in    others^  than  its  friends  desired.      Mr.  1\ 
j  therefore,    subipitted  to    the  advocates   of  the    Bill, 
I  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  some  gene. 
j  ral  arrangement  to  cover  all  the  ground  wliich  tlie  title 
of  the  Bill  seemed  to  indicate,  by  making  some  general 
!  an'angemcni   by  which   the  exemption  from  imprison- 
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ment should  be  univeraaL  He  also  suggested  that  it] 
wad  dangerous  to  encumber  the  BUI  lyith  all  the  ma- 
chinery under  which  it  now  labored,  [n  the  present 
shape  of  the  Bill,  they  would  assuredly  do  more  or  less 
than  they  intended.  He  had  not  risen  to*  argue  the 
principles  of  the  Bill,  at  this  period,  and  he  merely 
threw  out  these  reflections,  in  order  that  the  attention 
of  gentlemen  should  be  directed  to  what  he  thought 
faults  in  th^  Bill.  In  its  prrsent  form,  he  could  not 
vote  for  it — nor  would  he  pledge  himself  to  do  so  in 
any  case — but  should  it  pass,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
all,  that  its  provisions  should  be  calculated  to  arrive  at 
the  object  in  view. 

Mr  BERRIEN  obs*erved,  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances  that  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  bill 
had  moved  its  postponement,  it  was  hardly  in  order  to 
discuss  its  merits.  But,  if  it  was  advisable  to  postpone 
the  details,  it  was,  nevertheless,  important  to  examine  the 
prineiples  of  the  measure,  and  he  was  particularly  de 
sirous  to  meet  the  objections  made  to  it  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  He  was  aware  that  any  innovations 
upon  existing  laws  of  long  standing,  were  more  or  less 
dangerous,  and  there  was  always  reasonable^  doubt, 
whether  they  might  not  trench  on  existing  institutions. 
Andf  it  \na  highly  to  be  desired,  that  the  collective 
knowl^d|fe  and  experience  of  the  Senate  should  be 
brought  mto  action,  to  prevent,  in  completing  a  saluta- 
ry measure,  the  occurrence  of  any  such  evils.  But,  if 
they  were  to  refrain  from  any  provision  which  the  good 
of  society,  and  the  interests  of  humanity  reauired,  be- 
cause there  was  danger  that  they  might  make  innova- 
tions Oil  existing  laws->if  they  were  to  refrain  from 
tearing  from  the  statute-book,  a  leaf  that  stoned  and 
2Usgraced  it,  feaiing,  that  in  so  doing,  they  should  trench 
on  the  system  of  laws,  of  which  it  had  for  ages  made 
part — if  an  acknowledged  evil  of  no  common  magni- 
tude were  to  be  sanctioned  and  perpetuated,  because, 
to  abolish  it,  implied  a  danger  of  creating  confusion  in 
tlie  practice — ^then  might  any  amelioration  be  prevented. 
He  knew  not  whether  these  effects  would  arise  out  of 
the  present  bill ;  but  he  knew,  if  such  were  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  Congress  acted,  then  they  were  doom- 
ed never  to  advance,  but  to  sit  idly  down  under  all  the 
evils  of  the  present  system.  If  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration threatened  any  of  those  inconveniences  that 
had  been  enumerated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
it  was  the  duty  of  his  brethren  of  the  Senate  to  give  their 
asnstance  in  checking  them,  and  render  more  perfect 
the  bill,  by  placing  around  it  all  the  requisite  safeguards. 
For  himself,  he  was  in  &vor  of  the  bill.  Its  principles 
met  his  full  approbation.  He  had  long  looked  upon 
imprisonment  for  debt  as  an  evil  that  disgraced  a  free, 
an  enlightened,  and  humane  community  {  and  from  such 
motives  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  a  member,  m  its  favor.  He  was 
not  bigoted  in  his  preference  for  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate  $  nor  did  he  arrogate  that  its  form  was  the 
most  perfect.  In  his  adherence  to  the  principle,  how- 
ever, he  was  firm.  The  bill  was  now  subjected  to  the 
investigation  of  his  brotlier  Senators,  and,  from  a  body 
comprising  so  much  learning  and  intelligence,  he  might 
hope  that  its  provisions  would  receive  all  the  necessary 
modification.  He,  therefore,  wished  that  the  opponents 
of  the  measure  would  examine  it  thoroughly — not  to 
cavil  and  find  fault-— but  to  direct  and  improve  it.  So 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  held  himselr  readv  to  ac- 
cede to  the  bill  as  it  ini^ht  be  modified  bv  his  colleagues. 
He  was  not  pledged  to  it  in  its  present  form  «  but  wish- 
ed thatthe  lights  of  others  might  be  shed  upon  it,  that 
all  the  good  it  promised  might  be  realized,  and  as  little 
of  the  evil,  with  which  it  was  charged  in  anticipation, 
mi|^t  arise  from  its  operation.  With  such  views,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  that  he  was  in  no  way  appre- 


hensive that  the  difficulties  named  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  would  be  experienced.  By  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, lands  were  not  subject  to  a  direct  process  ;  but 
they  were  liable  to  be  seized  by  the  indirect  process 
which  that  gentleman  had  explained.  Now  this  right, 
or  practice,  was  not  touched  by  this  bill.  It  pro- 
vides that  a  plaintiff  can,  by  making  oath  that  the 
defendant  keeps  his  lands  in  such  a  condition  that  they 
cannot  be  levied  on— a  complaint  which-  evei^  citizen 
has  a  right  to  make — which  oecomes  the  subject  of  a 
trial,  and,  if  found  to  be  true,  his  original  right  to  issue 
a  CO.  4a.  recurs ;  and  thus,  for  all  useful  purposes,  that 
process  is  retained,  while,  only  where  its  operation  is 
oppressive,  is  )t  abolidied.  It  does  not,  in  net,  touch 
upon  the  ancient  mode  of  recovering  land  by  taking 
the  body  hv  a  eapuu  ad  icUitfadendum.  It  makes  that 
process  milder,  and  more  accordant  with  the  principles 
of  justice  and  humanity.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  fitfther 
at  this  time.  He  was  desirous  to  hear  the  opiiuons  of 
his  coadjutors  upon  the  measure ;  and  he  solicited  the 
aid  and  counsel  of  those  associated  with  him  in  pointing 
out  the  best  and  safest  method  of  reducing  the  principle 
to  practice. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  was,  although  nof  in- 
tending to  join  it^  highly  pleased  to  hear  the  discussion 
upon  this  subject.  He  merely  rose  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks upon  the  objections  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  That  gentleman  had  done — what  no 
one  could  be  more  sensible  than  yr.  J.  that  he  was  able 
to  do>-in  making  out  a  plausible,  and  even  probable, 
case  of  hardship,  under  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt  It  amounted  to  this  :  that  one 
man  might  sell  a  quantity  of  land  to  another,  who,  subse- 
auently  would  not,  or  perhaps  could  not,  pay  for  it ;  and 
that,  in  this  case,  the  creditor  must  lose  his  demand.  To 
this  objection,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  have  two  answers.  I  ad- 
mit that  there  might  happen  such  a  case  of  hardship. 
I  go  fiirther.  I  allow  that  such  cases  would  undoubt- 
edly happen.  My  first  answer  to  the  objection  is  this  : 
The  law  is  prospective  in  its  operation,  and  the  seller 
would,  for  his  own  nfety,  not  only  take  the  obligation 
of  the  purchaser  for  the  payment,  but  he  would  reUiu 
a  hold  upon  the  title  in  de&iilt  6f  satisfaction  of  his  de- 
mand. He  believed  no  genUeman  would,  even  under 
present  circumstances,  sell  a  valuable  estate  in  Vii^nia, 
and  not  retain  some  security  upon  the  property  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  obligation  entered  into  by  the  purcha- 
ser. Whether  would  it  be  better  that  this  law  should 
not  pass,  affecting  as  it  does  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  thousands,  or  that  an  occasional  case  of  hardship^ 
and  for  which  there  was  an  adequate  remedy— arising 
P^enerally  from  the  negligence  oi  the  seller  to  his  own 
interests,  should  occur }  If  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia was  disposed  to  make  any  motion  by  which  the 
liabilities  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  should  be  increas- 
ed so  &s  to  protect  the  creditor  from  any  imaginable  in- 
jury, he  was  perfectiy  willing  to  accede  to  it.  But  in 
passing  an  act  which  the  happiness  of  millions  required, 
was  it  the  fault  of  Congress  tiiat  Virginia  was  not  treate'- 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  States  ?  Nor  was  it  to  be 
maintained,  that  some  partial  inconvenience,  or  occa- 
sonal  liardship,  must  stand  in  the  way  of  a  measure  cal- 
culated to  redeem  our  country  from  a  disgraceful  viola* 
tion  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  dictates  of  Christianity, 
freedom,  and  benevolence.  He  had  one  more  remark, 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  the  case 
which  he  has  stated  be  a  hardship,  what  will  he  do  with 
the  thousands  of  cases  in  which  an  honest  debtor,  unable, 
by  some  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  misfortune,  is  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  paying  his  debts,  and  who  is  liable 
to  be  imprisoned,  at  the  mercy  of  a  hard-hearted  and 
vindictive  creditor  ^  Can  these  cases  be  weiglied  against 
those  possible  ones  to  which  he  has  rcferre<r  ui  >   Now, 
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«jy  every  tract  woaM  graduate  itseU;  and  find  a  purcl  la* 
ser  when  it  fell  to  its  value'.  In  five  years  every  distrrct 
Tioald  be  {ficked  five  times  over;  every  saleable  part 
i;<m\d  be  culled  out  and  taken  up  ;  and  tlie  refiise,  which 
valid  not  sell  lor  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  which 
ToiiM  otherwise  lie  idle  for  centuries  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Guvem'ment,  would  be  disposed  of  in  donations 
tn  the  poor,  and  in  cessions  to  the  States  in  which  they  Jf.e 
ffir  promotine^  the  education  of  the  people  and  the  ino- 
provement  of  the  country.— Such,  Mr.  President,  is  tlie 
'.Unof  my  bill  ^  and,  in  proposing  it  to  the  Senate,  1  have 
fht  satislmction  to  be  able  to  say  that  it  is  not  an  untried 
experiment,  now  to  be  ventured  upon  for  the  first  timi^, 
^Jt  that  it  has  been  tried  in  one  of  the  SUles— the  State  -oi 
Tennessee — with  the  most  complete  and  gratifying  8U«v 
^e«,  disposing  of  all  her  arable  land  in  a  few  years,  and 
'wrnging  more  money  into  the  Treasury  than  it  had  re - 
cored  in  the  half  century  preceding.  Doubtless  the  mmie 
•f  item  will  operate  equally  well  on  federal  ]and3 ;  at  least 
that  it  will  make  our  two  hundred  and  sixty  millions  (rf 
acm  produce  as  much  as  will  meet  the  interest  of  the 
pubfic  debt  lor  five  years,  which,  on  the  basis  of  an  annual 
reduction  of  thirteen  millions  of  the  capital,  will  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  total  of  nine  or  ten  millions. 

Thus,  Mr  -  Trerident,  in  the  brief  space  of  five  ^rs, 
^le  whole  pubtc  debt  may  be  paid  off,  (for  what  is  not 
••"le^iinable,  is  purchasable  in  market,)  and  the  United 
States  present  the  imposing  spectacle  of  a  great  nation 
Trilbout  a  national  debt.    Such  a  spectacle  would  com- 
mand the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world,  and  would 
imp-jirt  a  moral  power  to  this  Republic,  greater  than  the 
pcks^sson  of  fleets  and  armies  could  ever  give  her.    But 
the  advantag-es  of  such  a  position  would  not  be  limited  to 
the  acquisition  of  moral  power,  and  to  the  enjoyment 
of  foreign  admiration.    Other  benefits,  of  a  more  direct 
a»Ki  sensible  kind,  would  immediately  result,  and  difi^ise 
themselTes  among  the  people.    The  extinction  of  the 
debt  would  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  dispense 
with  more  than  half  of  its  present  revenue,  and,  of  conrse, 
to  abolish  taxes,  in  the  shape  of  duties  upon  eamforta  and 
fiaasariett  trf  that  amount.     The  blessings  of  such  a  dis- 
pcnsation  wouhl  need  no  recommendation  from  arts  of  j 
speech,  to  render  them  acceptable  to  the  people, — at  least " 
to  the  people  of  the  grain-^wing  and  planting  States  of! 
this  Union,  with  whose  condition  I  am  best  acquainted. 
tTnhappiljr,  ihey  have  at  home«  in  the;  decaying  condition 
«f  too  many  of  their  towns  and  village*— in  t!»e  melan- 
choly aspect   of  too  n^any  of  their  farms  and  country 
houses— a  sufficient  commentator  upon  the  amoimt  of 
(heir  taxes,  and  the  necessity  of  relief.     But,  to  gentle- 
Dien  vhodw^U  in  more  fiivored  parts — to  Senators  who 
<^ofiie  from  the  sea-board  of  the  East,  where  commerce 
collecln  her  jkccumulated  treasures,  where   multiplied 
oanki  diffase  an  abuncCant  paper  currency,  and  where  the 
policy  of  the  Federal  Government  causes  to  be  expended 
trte  chief  part  of  the  revenue  which  is  elsewhere  col- 
lected—to  such  gentlemen  it  may  not  be  an  act  of  supere- 
l^ion  to  intimate,  that  the  North  American  of  the  Unit- 
*^  Slates  is  among  the  most  heavily  taxed  animals  of  his 
species;  and  that  he  occupies,  in  this  respect,  a  middle 
position  between  the  Englishman,  who  is  taxed  to  the 
''H\maie  point  of  human  endurance,  and  tfie  Frenchman, 
^''0  is  not  very  fiir  behind  him.     I  make  this  suggestion, 
Mr.  President,  upon  the  authority  of  one  of  ttiemost  acute 
^'^  practised  statesmen  of  the  age— one  of  whom  we 
«avc  long  known,  and  under  various  titles,  but  best  and 
longest  under  his  old  Republican  and  Revolutionary  ap- 
pellation of  Citizen  IMeyrand, — This  veteran  statesman, 
'f^  a  Ute  debate  in  the  French  Chamber  of  Peel's,  loek 
occasion  to  class  the  burthens  of  the  Englis'j,  French,  and 
Americans,  in  the  onler  in  which  I  have  stated  them ;  and, 
strange  as  his  classification  appe:vrcd  to  me  iX  first,  I  must 
cinfess  that  subsequent  reflection  ami  obsca'vation,  much 


talking  with  the  people,  and  two  or  three  thousand  nules 
of  annual  travelling  through  eight  or  ten  different  States^ 
has  brought  me  to  acquiesce  in  its  truth— at  least  so  far 
as  the  aforesaid  North  American  of  the  grain-grow itig  and 
planting  States  of  thb  Union  is  concerned.  The  secret 
of  this  heavy  taxation,  Blr.  President,  lies  in  the  fact,  that 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  be  taxed, 
at  the  same  moment,  by  two  separate  and  distinct  Govern' 
ments,  without  having,  what  the  people  of  Asia  under 
the  like  circumstances  once  demanded  fi'om  Mark  An- 
thony, a  double  set  of  seasons  and  of  crops  to  answer  the 
dupLcate  demand.  They  are  taxed  by  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, in  duties  upon  imports,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
odd  millions,  which  ^o  into  the  Treasury,  and  eight  or  ten 
millions  more,  in  the  sliape  of  mercantile  profit,  upon  that 
sum,  wliich  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  retail  dealers.  By 
the  State  Governments  they  are  taxed,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  about  twenty  millions  more,  in  aU  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  State  taxes,  county  tax^s,  city  taxes,  cor- 
poration taxes,  poor  taxes,  taxes  upon  licenses,  working 
upon  roads,  serving  on  juries,  supporting  churches  and 
charitable  institutions,  and  a  lung  list  of  ti  eaetarat.  The 
aggregate  of  the  whole  annual  levy,  under  the  exactions 
[  of  the  duplicate  governments,  may  well  be,  as  supposed 
by  Citizen  TaUeyrandt  about  fiflty  millions  of  dollars.  An 
enormous  sum,  Mr.  President,  for  a  population  oi  twelve 
TuiUions  to  pay,  even  if  they  were  all  tax-paying  people, 
which  they  are  not;  for  some  are  paui)e£Srand  pAy-n4»*- 
thing ;  many  are  poor,  and  pay  buMtftle  {  and  two  millions 
are  slaves,  and  are  paid  for  by  their  owners.  I  repeat,  Mr. 
President,  that  fifiy  milUons  would  be  an  enormous  tax  for 
this  population  to  pay,  even  if  the  burthen  of  it  was  equally 
difibsed,  which  it  is  not :  for  it  is  incontestihle  that  an  un- 
due proportion  of  it  is  levied  upon  that  quarter  of  the 
Union  whose  kbor ^contributes  most  to  the  support  of  this 
Government,  and  whose  citizens  receive  least  from  it — 
that  quarter  which  is  drained  at  once  by  the  conjoint  ope- 
rations of  Federal  legislation,  and  the  course  of  trade- 
that  quarter,  whose  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice,  constitut- 
ing seven-eighths  of  the  agricultural,  and  three-fiilhs  of 
the  total  exports  of  the  country,  g^ves  employment  to 
numerous  ships  and  mariners  of  the  East,  enriches  many 
of  their  merclignts,  and  builds  up  their  cities,  and  brings 
back  the  chief  part  of  the  imports  which  pay  the  twenty 
odd  millions  of  revenue  into  the  Treasury;  which  are  else- 
where expended.  Still  the  fifty  millions  are  paid,  and 
mudt  be  paid.  It  is  a  levy  whicii  no  force  can  resist,  no 
art  elude.  The  Sheriff  is  collector  for  one  Government, 
and  necessity  for  the  other ;  and  both  agents  are  equally 
inexorable.  One  commits  the  body  to  f>i:»on  for  non-pay- 
ment,  aud  the  other  applies  to  it,  not  the  old  Roman  in- 
terdiction of  fire  and  water,  but  the  Federal  interdiction 
of  food  and  clothes.  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  that  the  duties 
are  levied  upon  articles  of  consumption,  and  that  it  is  op- 
tional with  the  citizen  to  use  them  or  not.  11  is  mockery 
to  talk  in  that  way:  for  the  duties  of  which  1  speak,  are 
levied  upon  articles  of  pinine  necessity,  or  ordinary  com- 
fort, and  such  as  no  family  can  live  without — upon  sugar, 
leas,  and  coflfee ;  upon  salt  aud  spices  \  upon  blankets  and 
linens ;  upon  the  working  tools  of  the  well  man,  and  the 
physic  of  the  sick  one.  It  is  in  vain  to  speak  of  more 
economy,  and  more  retrenchment.  These  negative  aids 
of  family  reveiuie  have  long  since  been  in  requisition. 
Ever}'  iaroiiy  that  lives  upon  its  own  means,  has  long  since 
been'reduced  to  its  "peace  esiablishmeni*' — to  its  mint- 
mum  of  expenditure,  and  its  peasimum  of  enjoyment. 
Still,  every  one  has  to  yield  its  proportion  of  these  thirty 
odd  millions  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  20  odd  to 
the  States.  For  every  hundred  dollars  worth  of  foreign 
goods  or  groceries  which  a  family  buys,  it  pays,  in  a4tiii. 
tioii  to  the  value  of  the  article,  a  tax  of  thirty-five  or  forty 
dollars  to  the  Fedeml  Government,  besides  another  little 
tax  of  ten  OF  twelve  dollars  upon  that  sum,  in  the  bhape 
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\y  pleased  at  a  proapect  that  the  bill  was  about  to  be  fair- 
ly discussed.  He  hailed  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  S5uth  Carolina*  as  the  dawning  of  a  disposition  to  re- 
store  to  Kentucky  the  rights  of  which  she  had  so  long 
been  deprived.  He  hoped  that  unfortunate  and  patriotic 
State  was  about  to  be  reinstated  in  the  immunities  of  which 
she  had  been  shorn,  refused  the  right  of  making  her  own 
laws,  and  restricted  by  le^al  constructions,  with  a  Solon  to 
legislate  for  the  People,  m  the  character  of  a  Circuit  and 
District  Judge.  Mr.  J.  here  alluded  to  the  difficulties 
mider  which  Kentucky  had  long  suffered,  and  the  evils, 
political  and  domestic,  to  which  she  had  been  subjected. 
He  then  moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Friday 
next,  then  to  be  made  the  order  of  the  day ;  which  was  a- 
greed  to. 

Mo3ri>AT,  Dbcsmbeb  24,  1827. 
PUBUC  LANDS. 
Mr.  BENTON  having  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands, 
prefaced  it  with  the  following  remarks  : 

I  rise  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose  of  making  tlie 
motion  for  which  1  gave  notice  on  Thursday  last— a  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of 
the  public  landA.  In  asking  this  leave,  for  the  fifth  time, 
8ir,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  any  general 
ezposttion  of  the  merits  of  my  bill ;  that  was  done  very 
ftilly  about  two  years  ago  ;  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
repeat  now,  any  thing  which  I  then  said.  But  there  is 
one  point  of  view  in  which  the  character  of  the  bill  has 
been  misunderstood,  and  for  tlie  better  understanding  of 
which,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  indulged  in  saying  a  few 
words.  It  has  been  thought,  by  some,  that  this  bill  was 
of  a  sectional  or  local  character,  calculated  for  the  pecu- 
liar benefit  of  the  new  States  in  the  West,  and  not  intend- 
ed to  do  any  good  to  the  older  States  in  the  East,  and  tlie 
Union  at  large.  If  such  was  the  fact,  Mr.  President,  I  be- 
lieve I  should  have  no  necessity,  cerUinly  no  inclination, 
to  conceal  or  deny  it ;  for  1  have  had  too  many  proofs  of 
the  paternal  kindness  of  the  Senate  towai-ds  tljese  young 
States,  to  fear  that  any  measure  favorable  to  them,  would 
be  the  less  favot^d  in  this  Chamber  on  that  account. 
But  such  is  not  the  fact.  Sir.  My  bill  is  n6tof  a  sec- 
tional  or  local  chariu^ter.  It  is  not  intended  for  the  ex- 
clusive of  peculiar  benefit  of  the  new  States  in  the  West, 
but  comprehends  within  its  liberal  scope,  the  essential 
interest  of  evefySUte  in  the  Union,  Every  State,  Mi% 
President,  is  essentially  interested  in  having  the  public 
^  debt  paid  off,  and  its  citizens  relieved  from  the  load  of 
*  taxes  which  they  now  bear  on  account  of  it  My  bill  is, 
Sir,  intended  to  faciliUtethc  accomplishment  of  these  ob- 
jects ;  and  any  bill  which  shall  have  that  effect,  will  be 
admitted,  I  apprehend,  to  be  a  very  difl'erent  thing 
irom  a  piece  of  sectional  or  local  legislation. 

!  believe,  Mr.  President,  that,  by  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  in  conjunction  with  other  measures  now  in  force,  the 
public  debt  may  be  paid  off  in  five  years,  and  the  people 
relieved  firom  the  annual  levy  of  twelve  or  fifteen  millions 
of  taxes,  tiay  five  years;  and  paradoxical  as  such  a  declar- 
ation may  seem,  I  believe  it  is  not  only  tnie,  but  tliat  the  i 
plainest  statement  of  my  proposition  will  amount  to  a  de* 
monstration  of  its  truth.  For  example  :  We  owe  a  debt 
of  sixty-seven  millions,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  mil- 
lions, and  we  have  a  government  to  support  which  costs 
us  ten  millions.  To  meet  these  demands,  we  have  a  re- 
venue of  a  million  and  a  half,  derived  fi*om  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  and  twenty-three  millions  more,  taking  an  aver 
age  of  three  years,  derived  from  duties  on  imports,  bank 
dividends,  and  a  few  other  sources.  Now,  it  is  clear  that 
the  revenue  derived  from  duties  and  other'sources,  ex- 
clusive of  the  lands,  would  be  sufiicient  of  itself  to  defray 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  to  extin- 


guish the  debt  in  five  years,  provided  its  whole  amount 
coj.ld  be  applied  to  these  two  objects  ;  and  that  it  might 
be  so  applied  is  ec^ually  clear,  provided  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  for  that  period,  could  be  raised  from  the  lands. 
This,  then,  is  my  object ;  and  in  proposing  to  accomplish 
it  by  means  of  the  bill  which  I  am  asking  leave  to  intro- 
duce, I  do  not  consider  myself  as  attempting  any  new 
thing,  or  proposing*  any  innovation  upon  the  ancient  pol- 
icy of  this  government,  but  only  as  endeavoring  to  use 
these  lands  for  the  precise  purpose  for  which  they  were 
ceded  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  above  forty 
vears  ag^.  It  is  well  known,  Mr.  President,  that  tlicse 
lands,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  were,  long  since,  ced- 
ed to  the  General  Government,  bv  different  States,  to  be 
**  disposed  of**  for  the  payment  0/ the  public  debt ;  and  it 
is  equally  well  known,  that,  instead  of  being  so  "  disponed 
off  '*  they  have,  on  the  contrary,  been  so  reserved  from 
sale,  and  kept  out  of  market  •,  so  hugged  up  in  the  arms, 
and  treasured  away  in  the  bosom  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, that  upwards  of  nine-tenths  of  them  remain  to  this 
day  unsokl!  and  that  enough  has  not  been  received  fi-om 
their  sales  to  reimburse  the  federal  treasury  for  its  expen- 
ses in  the  aoquiAition  and  management  of  them!  So  far 
from  paying  the  public  debt,  they  have  not  yielded  the 
one-fifth  part  of  the  interest  which  has  accrued  upon  it ; 
and  the  States  which  made  so  magnificent  a  provision  foi* 
the  discharge  of  that  revolutionary  legacy,  after  pay'.ng 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  in  interest,  with 
money  derived  from  other  sources,  have  the  mortification, 
at  the  end  of  nearly  half  a  centur>',  to  see  the  debt  about 
as  large  as  it  was,  and  themselves  still  recurred  to  to  fur- 
nish ten  or  twelve  millioris  more,  from  other  sources,  to 
meet  its  annual  interest,  and  a  fraction  of  the  capital! 
Such  a  result,  Mr.  President,  announces  a  great  fault  in 
the  administration  of  this  fund,  so  patriotically  gfiven  for 
a  purpose  to  which  it  has  not  been  applied  ;  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  affirming,  that  this  fault  lies  in  the  policy 
of  holding  up  these  lands  for  a  future  rise  and  a  higher 
price,  uistead  of  selling  them  off  promptly  for  their  actual 
value,  as  recommended  by  President  Washington  and  Se- 
cretary Hamilton,  in  the  year  '91.  These  great  men,  when 
they  were  at  the  head  of  affairs,  twice  recommended  to 
Congress  to  "  dispote^*  of  these  lands  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  their  real  worth ;  and  the  sum  of  twenty  cents  per  acre 
was  fixed  by  General  Hamilton  as  their  average  value.  I 
miention  this  sum  particularly,  Mr.  President,  and  with 
emphasis,  that  gentlemen  who  have  been  astonished  that 
my  scale  of  prices  should  descend  as  low  as  to  a  ntinimum 
of  twenty.five  cents  per  acre,  may  henceforth  dedicate  a 
part  of  their  amazement  to  the  plan  of  General  Hamilton, 
which  rose  no  higher  than  to  an  average  of  twenty !  His 
report  to  this  effect,  and  the  two  messages  of  President 
Washington  recommending  it,  with  the  manner  in  which 
his  plan  was  defeated,  and  the  consequent  injury  to  the 
country,  were  fully  insisted  upon  by  inc  on  a  fonncr  oc- 
casion, and  will  not  be  further  adverted  to  now. 

But  I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  authority  of  the  great 
names  of  Washington  and  Hamilton,  in  this'my  adventur- 
ous attempt  to  revive  their  policy,  aiid  to  achieve  a  victoiy 
where  they  bad  sustained  a  defeat.  [  wish  to  have  it 
known  that  my  bUl  is  bottomed  on  a  principle  which  has 
received  the  high  sanction  of  their  approbation,  and  which 
the  experience  of  six  and  thirty  years  has  proved  to  be 
correct.  I  wish  to  have  it  seen  that,  'like  them,  I  am  in 
tavor  of  sinking  our  price  to  the  quuJity  of  the  land,  in- 
stead of  waiting,  indefinitely,  for  its  quaiitv  to  rise  to  o»r 
price.  To  do  this,  my  bill  proposes,  after  the  public  sales 
are  over,  and  all  the  choice  lands  are  4old,  which  com- 
mand more  tlian  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acr^, 
to  offer  the  remainder,  for  five  consecutive  yeai-s,  at  an 
annual  periodical  reduction  of  price,  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre  per  annum,  until  every  tract  shall  find 
a  purchaser,  or  fall  into  the  class  of  refuse  lands.    In  this 
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bc  apportioned  to  their  qwality  ;  but  ^is  was  now  im- 
pouible,  since  it  was  not  adopted  at  the  commencement. 
It  flttg^t  to  iiave  been  infused  into  the  system  at  the  be 
juining :  the  idea  «yf  graduating  the  price  of  lands  was 
%  pleasing  and  specious  one.  It  was  not  the  project  it- 
self that  he  opposed  i  it  was  the  inevitable  effect  which 
be  looked  to.  The  operation  of  the  measure,  which 
could  only  be  looked  upon  as  a  scale  of  dejjreciation, 
would  be  to  delay  all  sales  until  the  expiration  of  the 
five  years  designated  in  the  bill;  and  then  the  same 
apeculations  would  occur  as  had  taken  place  in  Alaba- 
ma. ITie  surreys  that  had  as  yet  been  made  were  mere- 
ly superficial,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain 
die  quality  of  the  interior  lots.  Great  .misrepresentations 
Itt»e  been  made  to  the  Western  people,  in  newspapers 
ind  pamphlets,  asserting  that  our  knd  system  **  cost  the 
Goverumertt  upwards  of  33. 1-3  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
aflecte<l.'»  The  official  reports  from  the  Treasury,  show 
tktthe  whole  expense  of  selling  the  nineteen  millions 
tod  upwards  of  lands,  heretofore  sold,  including  the  ex- 
venae  of  sur\'eying,  was  only  3  and  6-10th8  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  .9f  the  sales :  and  this  was  cheaper  than  our 
Jvrenue  from  commerce,  which  had  been  estimated  at 
about  5  per  cent 

One  word  more  and  he  should  close  the  few  remarks 
ahich  he    designed  now  to  offer.     His  colleague  had 
-.iOticed  the  land  system  in  Tennessee.    There  was  for- 
aerly  aii  arrangement  between  the  United  States  an  J 
Tennessee,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  Tennessee, 
%\\o\i\d  not  undersell  the    General  Government.     This 
arrangement'  went  on  fbr  several  years,  until  the  best 
\ands  Vn  that  State  were  disposed  of,  as  it  was  more 
populous  than  most  uf  the  other  new  States.    All  the 
States'  lands  being  sold  but  the  coves  in  the  mountains^ 
and  other  waste  strips,  the  restriction  was  removed.   He 
was  not  long  since  in  Tennessee,  and  knew  that  per- 
sons were  entering  such  pieces  of  lands  St  one  cent  per 
acre,  which  the  State  was  willing  to  dispose  of,  because 
^y  becartie,  alter  sale,  taxable,  like  other  lands.     The 
plan  only  operated  aAer  the  other  lands  were  sold  out ; 
and  there  was  nothmg  plainer,  than  that,  if  Tennessee 
could  sell  her  lands  at  twenty-five  cents,  it  would  ope- 
rate to  increase  her  population. .  He  should  not  oppose 
the  introduction  of  tJ^e  bill,  because  it  was  not  custom- 
afy ;  but  he  should,  at  a  proper  time,  express  himself 
more  fully  on  its  merits. 
The  biir  was  then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  NOB  LB  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
bnd  Road  ;  which  he  prefaced  by  remarking,  that,  un- 
der the  adn&inistration  of  Mr.  Jefl^erson,  the  first  bill  for 
the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  Koad  was  passed, 
^hen  Con|freBS  clearly  held  out  to  the  people  of  the 
ve$t  that  it  should  be  continued.    The  bill  which  he 
now  offered  called  on  Congress  to  redeem  the  pledge 
^htn  made,  and  take  tlie  preliminary  steps  towards  a 
continuation  of  this  great  public  work. 
The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday,   by  Mr.  HEN- 
DRICKS, in  relation  to  a- cession  of  the  Public  Lands  to 
^he  States  in  which  they  lie,  was  then  considered. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that,  as  the  Senate  was 
^ciy  thin,  and  as  this  was  an  important  proposition,  he 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
after  the  holidays. 

Mi.  HENDRICKS  observed  that,  he  saw  no  cause  for 
the  delay,  as  no  principle  was  to  be  settled  by  this  reso 
iution.  It  was  simply  a  motion  for  an  inquir)',  by  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marjiand,  said  that  it  would  be^inju 
rious  to  have  an  idea  get  abroad  that  the  lands  were  to 
^^  f^iven  away.     He  t^refore  urged  his  motion, 
Mr.  SiciTu's  motion,  was  carried,  19  to  V2, 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  Prendent  pf  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  Salt  Springs,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  to  be  exposed  to  sale,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BARTON,  in  reftrence  to  this  bill,  remarked, 
that  so  much  had  fontierly  been  said  on  this  subject, 
that  much  explanation  was  not  necessary.  The  whole 
number  of  Springs  reserved  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
were  34.  Of  these,  12  had  been  taken  by  the  State, 
and  were  in  operation.  The  remaindeir  were  consider- 
ed of  so  small  value,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  distinction  between  them  and  other  territory.  There 
was  reserved  around  each  of  these  Springs,  however 
weak,  a  section  of  land,  which  was  now  Tying  waste. 
The  neighboring  inhabitants  plundered  these  sections 
of  their  timber ;  and,  if  they  were  not  shortly  disposed 
of,  their  value  would  be  much  injured.  It  was  a  fact 
that  a  sufiicient  number  of  Springs  had  been  reserved 
by  the  State  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  the  manufacture ; 
and  there  was,  therefore,  no  objection  to  disposing  of 
these  inferior  Springs. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 

Thixbsoat,  Dscxxbxr  37,  1827. 
There  was  no  business  transacted  this  day  to  give  riae 
to  debute.    The  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

MoirsAT,  DacxMBER  31,  1827. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  cancelling  of  a  certain  bond 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  KING  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  VAN  BU  REN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion, which  he  said  would  fully  explain  the  object  or  the 
bill.  The  petition  having  been  read,  Mr.  V.  B.  made  a 
few  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  proposed  some  questions  in  relation 
to  the  bill :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  some  additional  explanations, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  negroes  (39  in  number) 
referred  to  in  the  bill,  were  part  of  a  cargo  of  negroes 
found  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel  which  was  captured  by  a 
revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States,  Kent  into  Savannah 
and  libelled  for  a|i  alleged  violation  of  the  slave  acts  of 
the  United  States.  The  Spanish  Consul  set  up  a  claim 
to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  the  property  of  Spanish  sub- 
jects. The  Portuguese  Cdnsid  set  up  a  claim  in  beludf 
of  certain  subjects  of  Portugal ;  and  the  Captain  of  a  pri- 
vateer, sailing  under  a  South  American  flag,  advanced 
another  claim.  Upon  investigation,  it  was  found  that  the 
negroes  had  been  plundered  from  sevei^al  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  ships,  by  a  South  American  privateer.  The 
suits  growing  out  of  these  claims  were  prosecuted  in  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  the  lapse 
of  eight-  years,  were  finally  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Couit,  at  the  last  term.  The  Portuguese  claim  was  re- 
jected because  no  owners  appeared ;  and  the  Spanish 
claim  was  reduced  in  amount  to  thirty  nine  negroes.  The 
claimants  were  also  required  to  give  bond,  with  security, 
for  the  removal  of  the  negroes  from  the  United  States. 
The  other  portion  of  the  negroes  was  sent  to  Liberia  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government.  Meanwhile,  the  negroes 
adjudioited  to  the  Spanish  claimants  had  formed  ties  in 
this  country,  and  were  unwilling  to  be  carried  to  the 
West  Indies.  The  petitioner,  from  motives  of  humanity 
alone,  purchased  them  fh)m  the  Spanish  owners,  for  the 
sum  of  $  1,500.  He  had  also  paid  for  salvage  1 4,500,  to 
Marslmls  $6000,  and  to  the  Proctors  in  the  different 
Courts  between  2  and  #3,000?  the  aggregate  amount 
being  greater  than  the  value  of  the  slaves.  The  petition- 
er had  also  offered  the  negroes  to  the  Colonization  Soci- 
ety, for  transportation  to  Liberia,  but  the  funds  of  the 
Society  did  not  enable  them  to  accept  the  offer.  The 
petitioner,  now,  therefor^,  prayed  that  the  bond  given 
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of  mercantile  profit,  to  the  retail  dealer.  Tlie  amount 
-of  this  supeiiDcumbent,  superstnictive,  and,  1  believe  I 
]nig>ht  sajr,  supercrescential  tax,  in  the  shape  of  mercan- 
tile profit  upon  taxes,  cannot  be  leas  tlian  one-third  per 
«Ojtum,  or  eight  or  ten  millions  upon  our  present  Custom- 
Itouse  revenue— a  sum  in  itself  four  times  as  great  as  that 
direct  tax  of  the  year  '98,  which  overtumed  the  President 
of  this  Union,  rumed  his  party,  and  marked  an  era  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  whicli  is  still  referred  to  as  one  of 
oppression  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  of  sufiTering 
on  the  part  of  the  people. 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  misunder^and  me.    1  do  not 
draw  this  picture  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  dissatisfac- 
tion with  our  present  rate  of  duties.    I  am  one  of  those 
who  contributed  to  establish  it,  and  am  wiUing  for  it  to 
remain  unaltered  until  the  occasions  which  called  for  It  are 
passed  away.     But  it  is  not  to  be  dissemblefd  that  thirty 
millions  upon  articles  of  consumption,  in  addition  to 
twenty  millions  upon  property  in  possession,  is  an  enor- 
mous load  for  our  population  to  carry,  and  tliat  the  Congress 
which  shall  relieve  them  of  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  it, 
wiU  confer  a  national  benefaction,  which  will  entitle  it  to 
the  glorious  appellation  of  '^blessed. "    The  Congress  of 
1B32-3  maybe  that  most  enviable  bGdy,provided  the  Con- 
gress  of  1 827-8  shall  make  itself  participator  in  its  glory 
by  laying  the  foundation  of  its  worij^.     To  do  that  we  must 
go  to  work  at  once,  and  in  earnest,  upon  these  public  lands. 
Vfe  must  rouse  them  firom  their  dormant  state.  We  mudt 
«nfus«  new  life  and  animation  into  the  sales.  '  We  must 
give  them  an  accelerated  movement  in  tlie  path  of  their 
original  destination.    We  must  force  them  to  vield  at  least 
as  much  as  will  meet  the  interest  of  the  debt  for  five  years. 
In  a  word,  Mr.  President,  this  Congress  must  pass  my  bill: 
Then  may  we  hail  the  approach  of  that  auspicious  day 
when  the  national  debt  shall  cease  to  exist,  and  when  the 
tariff  shall  be  taken  up,  not  to  alarm  and  distract  the 
country,  not  to  array  one  half  of  the  Union  against  the 
Other-^but  to  reconcile  all  hearts,  to  excite  :dl  liopes,  and 
to  call  forth  universal  benedictions.    Then  shall  we  see 
the  day  when  this  subject,  so  pregnant  M4th  the  seeds'  of 
bitter  contehtion,  shall  be  taken  up  with  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  for  the  joyful  purpose  of  expunging  a  long 
list  of  articles  fVom  its  ample  catalogue.     What  these  ar- 
ticles shall  be,  is  not  for  us  to  say,  but  for  that  most  happy 
Congress  which  shall  have  the  grateful  task  to  perform, 
and  which  shall  come  fresh  from  the  body  of  the  people, 
instructed  by  their  wishes,  and  amenable  to  their  will. 
But,  if  I  could  be  permitted  to  speculate  on  a  measure 
still  five  years  ahead,  and  to  indicate  a  few  of  the  articles 
which  might  be  struck  from  the  list,  I  would  put  into  the 
first  class  all  the  articles  of  prime  necessitv,  or  ordinary 
comfort,  which  are  now  taxed  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
raismg  revenue,  and  without  comprehending  the  flirther 
object  of  encouraging  the  home  production  of  a  rival 
article.    This  class  would  comprehend  coffee,  which  pays 
a  duty  of  five  cents  a  pound,  and  costs  the  consumer  six 
or  seven  cents  more,  in  consequence  irf  that  duty :  teas, 
which  pay  duties  from  twenty-five  to  fifly  cents  a  pound, 
and  cost  the  consumer  from  thirty  odd  to  seventy  odd 
cents  more :  spices,  which  pay  one  or  two  hundred  per 
cent,  and  cost  the  consumer  double  ;  and  linens,  which 
incur  an  advance  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  ad  vaJortm  which  they  bring  to  tlie  Go- 
vernment.    These  articles  and  others  of  the  same  class, 
which  are  taxed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  revenue, 
would  be  expunged  from  the  list  with  unanimous  consent, 
the  instant  the  Treasury  could  dispense  with  their  pro- 
ceeds.    The  next  class  would  comprehend  the  catalog^ie 
of  necessaries  partially  made  at  home,   and    now  sub- 
jected to  duty  for  the  double  purpose  of  raising  revenue 
and  cherishing  domestic  industry.    In  this  class  is  included 
salt,  the  duty  on  which  takes  thirty  cents  a  bushel  out  of 
the  pocket  of  the  consumer,  and  puts  twenty  into  the 


cofFers^of  the  Government :  sogara,  which  take  four,  five^ 
and  six  cents  a  pound  from  the  consumer,  and  give  three» 
four,  and  five  cents  to  the  Government ;  and  blankets^ 
which  cost  us  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  more,  for  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  which  they  put  into  the  Treasury. 
Upon  the  question  of  abolishing  the  duties  upon  these 
articles,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  some  diversity  of 
opinion  might-prevail ;  but  the  rule  which  should  govern 
in  every  case,  is,  to  my  mind  a  clear  one,  viz :  to  abolish 
the  duties  upon  articles  of  prime  necesnty  or  ordinary 
comfort,  which  are  not  made  at  home  at  all,  or  not  made 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  merit  national  protection,  and  to 
leave  them  upon  articles  of  taste  and  luxury,  and  upon 
such  rival  productions  of  foreign  countries,  as  our  secu- 
rity in  time  of  war,  and  our  general  independence  as  a 
nation,  require  to  be  made  at  home.  An  abolition  of  one 
half  the  present  duties,  upon  these  principles,  would  not 
only  relieve  the  country  from  a  vast  burthen,  but  would 
have  the  happy  effect  of  reconciling  all  parts  of  the  Union 
to  the  continuance  of  the  tariff  for  tlie  combined  object 
of  supporting  the  Government  and  protecting  our  useful 
matnifactories. 

These  few  remarks,  1  trust,  Mr.  President,  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  gentlemen  that  the  bill  which  I  ask  leave 
to  introduce,  is  not  of  a  local  or  sectional  character — that 
it  is  not  designed  for  the  exclusive  or  peculiar  benefit  of 
the  new  Stales  in  the  West — but  that,  howsoever  benefi- 
cial its  enactment  may  prove  to  these  young  States,  in  ex- 
tricating them  from  the  condition  of  tenants  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government— giving  them  the  use  of  all  the  soil  withia 
their  limits,  for  settlement  and  taxation— multiplying  the 
number  of  their  freeholders — ^raising  many  indigent  fami- 
lies from  poverty  and  wretchedness  to  comfort  and  inde- 
pendence— and  converting  some  millions  of  acres  of  re^se 
and  idle  land  into  an  active  fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
great  cause  of  education  and  internal  improvement — it 
would,  at  the  same  time,  be  eminently  advantageous  to 
the  old  States,  and  to  the  whole  Union,  by  hasteiun?  the 
extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  consequent  release 
of  the  people  from  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of  taxes. 

Mr.  ,B.\RT05}  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  grant- 
ing leave  for  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  but  lo  make 
some  explanation  in  relation  to  it.  It  was  not  needful 
to  tell  the;  Senate  that  the  propositions  alluded  to»  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton,  were  made  at  a  time  when 
the  Government  was  in  g^at  want  of  funds,  when  they 
were  looking  about  for  means  to  supply  immediate  neces- 
sities, and  seizinguponevei-y  thing  that  promised  to  yield 
them.  That  other  means  were  found,  was  well  known, 
and  that  the  practicability  of  the  plan  was^oeyer  tested. 
He  believed  the  Government  would  reap  no  Kenefit  from 
it,  however  it  might  be  beneficial  to  indivickiala.  In  • 
deed,  there  had  been  some  practical  experience  of  the 
effect  of  such  a  plan,  as  one  of  a  similar  nature  h&d  been 
adopted  in  Uie  State  of  Alabama,  where  compaiies  of 
persons  had  been  banded  together  to  purcha^  the 
lands  ;  and  the  effect  had  been  that  the  cultivator  of 
the  soil  had  paid  much  more  than  the  speculat6rs.  Al- 
though no  one  ceuld  hold  the  character  and  opinions  of 
General  Hamilton  in  higher  respect  than  he  did  ;  stiU, 
he  believed  that  the  proposition  which  his  colleague 
had  alluded  to,  was  a  mere  temporary  plan,  hit  upon  at 
a  season  when  the  country  wav  struggling  for  exist- 
ence. As  to  any  effect  that  the  plan  might  have  on  the 
increase  of  settlements,  be  did  not  think  any  such  result 
would  arise  from  it.  He  believed,  as  soon  as  necessity 
required,  the  land  would  be  settled  and  filled  up  ;  and 
he  did,  not  «ish  that  any  neglect  should  cause  them  to 
rise  to  an  exorbitant  price,  of  which  he  thought  there 
was  no  fear,  under  the  present  arrangement  But  he 
felt  confident  that  the  graduation  of  the  prices  was  im- 
practicable. It  was,  he  knew,  but  just,  that  a  graduation' 
should  take  place,  so  that  the  price  of  the  lands  should 
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be  apportioned  to  their  quality ;  but  ^is  was  now  im- 
possible, since  it  was  not  adopted  at  the  commencement. 
It  ought  to  iiave  been  infused  into  the  system  at  the  be 
finning :  the  idea  of  graduating  the  price  of  lands  was 
a  pleasing  and  specious  one.  It  was  not  the  project  it- 
self that  he  opposed  ^it  was  the  inevitable  effect  which 
he  looked  to.  The  operation  of  the  measure,  which 
could  only  be  looked  upon  as  a  scale  of  depreciation, 
would  be  to  delay  all  sales  until  the  expiration  of  the 
jive  years  designated  in  the  bill ;  and  then  the  same 
speculations  would  occur  as  had  taken  place  in  Alaba- 
ma. The  surreys  that  had  as  yet  been  made  were  mere- 
ly superficial,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain 
the  quality  of  the  interior  lots.  Great  .misrepresentations 
buYe  been  made  to  the  Western  people,  in  newspapers 
and  pamphlets,  asserting  that  our  land  system  "  cost  the 
Government  upwards  of  33,1-3  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
collected."  The  official  reports  from  the  Treasury,  show 
that  the  whole  expense  of  selling  the  nineteen  millions 
and  upwards  of  lands^  heretofore  sold,  including  the  ex- 
pens^  of  sun'eying,  was  only  3  and  6-lOths  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  .of  the  sales :  and  this  was  cheaper  than  our 
revenue  from  commerce,  which  had  been  estimated  at 
about  5  per  cent. 

One  word  more  and  he  should  close  the  few  remarks 
which* he  designed  now  to  offer.  His  colleague  had 
noticed  the  land  system  in  Tennessee.  There  was  for- 
merly an  arrangement  between  the  United  States  an.  I 
Tennessee,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  Tennessee, 
should  not  undersell  the  General  Government.  This 
arrangement  went  on  for  several  years,  until  the  best 
lands  in  that  State  were  disposed  of,  as  it  was  more 
populous  than  most  of  the  other  new  States.  All  the 
States'  lands  being  sold  but  the  coves  in  the  mountains^ 
and  other  waste  strips,  the  restriction  was  removed.  He 
wa3  not  long  since  in  Tennessee,  and  knew  that  per- 
sons were  entering  such  pieces  of  lands  at  one  cent  per 
acre,  which  the  State  was  willing  to  dispose  of,  because 
they  became,  after  sale,  taxable,  like  other  lands.  The 
plan  only  operated  after  the  other  lands  were  sold  out  \ 
and  there  was  nothmg  plainer,  than  that,  if  Tennessee 
could  sell  her  lands  at  twenty-five  cents,  it  would  ope- 
rate to  increase  her  population.  He  should  not  oppose 
the  introduction  of  tl^e  bill,  because  It  was  not  custom- 
ary s  but  he  should,  at  a  proper  time,  express  himself 
more  fully  on  its  merits. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  NOBLE  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  continuation  ofth^  Cumber- 
land Road  ;  which  be  prefaced  bv  remarking,  that,  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeflerson,  the  first  bill  for 
the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  Koad  was  passed, 
when  Con^ss  clearly  held  out  to  the  people  of  the 
west  that  it  should  be  continued.  The  bill  which  he 
now  oilered  called  on  Congress  to  redeem  tlic  pledge 
then  nwde,  and  Uke  the  preliminary  steps  towards  a 
continuation  of  this  great  public  work. 

The  bill  was  read  atid  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolution  submitted  oh  Friday,  by  Mr.  HEN- 
DRICKS, in  relation  to  a- cession  of  the  Public  Lands  to 
the  States  in  which  they  lie,  was  then  considered* 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryhnd,  said  that,  as  the  Senate  was 
very  thin,  and  as  this  was  an  important  proposition,  he 
hoped  the  resolution  woidd  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
after  the  holidays. 

Mi.  HENDRICKS  observed  that,  he  saw  no  cause  for 
the  delay,  as  no  principle  was  to  be  settled  by  this  reso- 
lution. It  was  simply  a  motion  for  an  inquiry,  by  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  it  would  be, inju- 
rious to  have  aii  idea  get  abroad  that  the  lands  w^re  to 
be  given  away.     He  tl^ercfore  urged  his  motion. 

Mr,  Smith's  motion,  was  carried,  19  to  1^. 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  Salt  Springs,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  to  be  exposed  to  sale,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BARTON,  in  reference  to  this  bill,  remarked, 
that  so  much  had  formerly  been  said  on  this  subject, 
that  much  explanation  was  not  necessary.  The  whole 
number  of  Springs  reserved  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
were  34.  Of  these,  12  had  been  taken  by  the  SUte, 
and  were  in  operation.  The  remainder  were  consider- 
ed of  so  small  value,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  dbtinction  between  them  and  other  territoiy.  There 
was  reserved  around  each  of  these  Sprinn,  however 
weak,  a  section  of  land,  which  was  now  Tying  waste. 
The  neigikboring  inhabitanta  plundered  these  sections 
of  their  timber ;  and,  if  they  were  not  shortly  disposed 
of,  their  value  would  be  much  injured.  It  was  a  fact 
that  ft  sufficient  number  of  Springs  had  been  reserved 
by  the  State  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  the  manufacture  $ 
and  there  was,  therefore,  no  objection  to  disposing  of 
these  inferior  Springs. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 

THI/BSOaT,  DXCXMBKM  S7,  1827. 

There  was  no  business  transacted  this  day  to  give  riae 
to  debate,     llie  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

MOHSAT,  DSCXXBXR  31,  1827. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  cancelling  of  a  certain  bond 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  KING  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  VAN  BU  REN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion, which  he  said  would  fully  explain  the  object  of  the 
bill.  The  petition  having  been  read,  Mr.  V.  B.  made  a 
few  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  proposed  some  questions  in  relation 
to  the  bill :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  some  additional  explanations^ 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  negroes  (39  in  number) 
referred  to  in  the  bill,  were  part  of  a  cargo  of  negroes 
found  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel  which  was  captured  by  a 
revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States,  sent  into  Savannah 
and  libelled  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  slave  acts  of 
the  United  States.  The  Spanish  Consul  set  up  a  claim 
to  t|ve  vessel  and  cargo,  as  the  property  of  Spanish  sub- 
jects. The  Portuguese  Consid  set  up  a  claim  in  behalf 
of  certain  subjects  of  Portugal ;  and  the  Captain  of  a  pri- 
vateer, sailing  under  a  South  American  flag,  advanced 
another  claim.  Upon  investigation,  it  was  found  that  the 
negroes  had  been  plundered  from  several  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  ships,  by  a  South  American  privateer.  The 
suits  growing  out  of  these  claims  were  prosecuted  in  dif- 
ferent CouKs  of  the  United  SUtes ;  and,  afler  the  lapse 
df  eight  years,  were  finally  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Couit,  at  the  last  term.  The  Portuguese  claim  was  re- 
jected because  no  owners  appeared ;  and  the  Spanish 
claim  was  reduced  in  amount  to  thirty- nine  negroes.  The 
claimants  were  also  required  to  give  bond,  with  security, 
for  the  removal  of  the  negroes  from  the  United  State's. 
The  other  portion  of  the  negproes  was  sent  to  Liberia  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government.  Meanwhile,  the  ne^es 
adjudicated  to  the  Spanish  claimants  had  formed  ties  in 
this  country,  and  were  unwilling  to  be  carried  to  the 
West  ladies.  The  petitioner,  from  motives  of  humanity 
alone,  purchased  them  fh)m  the  Spanish  owners,  for  the 
sum  of  $  1,500.  He  had  also  paid  for  salvage  f  4,500,  to 
Marshals  $6000,  and  to  tlie  Proctors  in  the  different 
Courts  between  3  and  $3,000 ;  the  aggregate  amount 
being  greater  than  the  value  of  the  slaves.  The  petition- 
er had  also  offered  the  negroes  to  the  Colonization  Soci- 
ety,  for  transportation  to  Liberia,  but  the  funds  of  the 
I  Society  did  not  enable  them  to  accept  the  offer.  The 
I  petitioner,  now,  therefor^,  prayed  that  the  bond  given 
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for  the  removal  of  the  slaTCs  from  the  United  States  may 
be  cancelled,  in  order  that  they-  may  remain  in  a  state  of 
mitigated  slavery  in  Geoipa.  where  they  are  well  treated 
and  content.    • 

The  bill  was  then,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  Uiird 
reading. 

The  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Thursday. 

THtJASDAT,  Jaituart  3,  1828. 
MILITARY  ROAD  IN  MAINE. 
The  following  resolution,  offered  on  Monday  by  Mr. 
CHANDLER,  was  taken  up  for  consideration : 

"  Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a 
Military  Road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Matftawomkiap:, 
where  it  emptieslnto  the  Penobscot  r'lver,  to  Mars'  Hill, 
in  the  State  of  Maine." 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  a  militar)- post  must  even- 
tually be  established  at  or  near  tlie  termination  of  the 
road  contemplated  in  the  resolution.  All  he  asked  was, 
that  the  expediency  of  constructing  tlie  road  should  be 
inquired  into  by  the  committee. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  resolution,  from  Messrs. 
SANFORD,  NOBLE,  and  PARRIS,  Mr.  ROWAN,  who 
'objected  to  the  resolution  on  the  g^nnd  that  the  con- 
'  struction  of  a  military  road,  as  such,  would  excite  the 
jealousy  of  our  British  Canadian  neighbors,  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table ;  whicli  motion  was  lost. 
Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  lie  could  not  acquiesce  in 
the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the 
desienation  of  the  proposed  road,  as  a  military  road, 
would  give  oilfence  to  the  British  Canadian  Government 
"  They  could  not  take  umbrage  at  the  construction  of  a  mi- 
litary road  more  than  at  the  establishment  of  a  fort  or  an 
arsenal.  Both  the  Britisli  and  the  American  Governments 
have  made  warlike  preparations  on  the  frontier.  Ships 
have  been  built  since  the  late  war  on  the  lakes,  and  mili- 
tary posts  established.  He  was  not  sufHcieutly  well  ac- 
quttnted  with  the  localities  of  the  country,  to  say  whether 
the  military  road  contemplated  in-  the  resolution  was  ne- 
cessary. But  he  was  well  aware  that  the  Senator  from 
Maine  [Mr.  CRANoixn]  was  acquainted  with  those  locali- 
ties, and  he  was  disposed  to  confide  in  his  opinion,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  the  road»  at  least  so  far  as  to  authorize 
an  inquiry  on  the  subject  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  resolution  was  then  agfreed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
The  bill  for  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  for- 
merly amended,  came  up  as  the  spiecialorder  of  the  day. 
Mr.  M*KINLEY  was,  he  said,  favorable  to  the  princi- 
.ple  of  tlie  bill,  but  submitted  to  the  Senate,  whether  the 
5th  section  was  not  at  war  with  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
He,  himself,  could  bee  no  reason  why  a  preference  should 
be  given  to  judgments  recovered  in  another  State  ;  and 
he  moved,  therefore,  to  strike  out  the  following  section, - 
to  wit  : 

*'  Sec.  5.  ^d  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  actions 
brought  upon  a  judgment  recovered  in  another  State,  it 
shall  be  lawful  to  require  bail  on  mesne  process,  and  the 
plaintiff  may  have  his  execution  against  the  body  of  the 
defendant  or  defendants,  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky',  would  not  oppose  the 
motion  for  striking  out  this  section.  He  was  never  par- 
tial to  it,  and  he  had  assented  to  its  adoption  only  in  com- 
pliance with  the  expressed  wishes  of  some  members  of 
the  Senatr. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  sevei*ftl  verbal  amend- 
ments were  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said,  that  an 
opportunity  was  now  offered  to' those  opposed  to  the  bill 
to  pr<»sent  their  viow's  5  and  he  would  be  gratified  if  his 


respected  fnend,  the  Senator  from  South  Carofina»  would 
now  give  his  reasons  against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  observed  that,  howev- 
er much  he  might  be  disposed,  on  other  occasions,  to  gra- 
tify his  honorable  friend,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he 
was  not  now  willing  to  go  into  tlie  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion. Ten  years  ago,  when  this  subject  was  before  the 
Senate,  he  had  joined  in  its  discussion  ^  and  he  was  will- 
ing again  to  pve  it  an  examination,  but  was  sorry  he 
could  not  this  day  have  the -pleasure  of  gratifying  his 
friend  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill  would 
now  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  that  Monday 
might  be  assigned  for  its  discussion  and  dccimon. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  that  the  Senate  was  now  very  thin» 
and  thought  it  proper  that  a  certiun  day  should  be  as- 
signed for  the  discussion  :  he  should  then  tak6  occasion 
to  express  his  objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ROWAN  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  that  portion  of  the  first  section  which  makes  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  entirely  prospective.  The  bill,  he  said, 
in  it;  original  shape,  embraced  all  cases  of  imprisonment 
for  debt.  It  provided  for  the  abolition  of  imprisonment 
inaU  cases,  without  reference  to  the  date  of  the  conti'act 
upon  which  suit  had  been  instituted,  or  to  the  period 
when  the  judgment  was  obtained.  The  Judicial  Com- 
mittee had  so  amended  it,  as  to  confine  its  operation  to 
suits  instituted,  and  judgments  obtained,  upon  contracts 
entered  into  af\er  the  4th  day  of  July  next.  He  feared, 
he  said,  that  the  restriction  of  the  operation  of  the  bill  to 
future  contracts,  would  inflict  a  greater  evil  than  the  one 
which  the  bill  was  intended  to  remedy.  The  restriction 
having  been  made  by  the  Judicial  Committee,  might  im- 
ply that,  in  the  opinion  of  that  very  enlightened  organ  of 
this  body,  there  was  no  distinction  between  right  and  re- 
medy— between  the  law  of  the  contract,  and  the  law  of 
the  forum ;  or  rather,  that  the  remedial  system,  which 
existed  at  the  time  a  contract  was  made,  entered  into  and 
formed  a  part  of  the  contract  j  and,  of  course,  that  it 
could  not  be  altered,  without  impairing  the  obligation  of 
the  contract.  Such  an  opinion,  coming  fiom  so  high  a 
source,,  might  tend  to  strengthen  the  erroneous  notions 
which  were  propagated  in  some  of  the  States,  by  those 
who  were  disposed  to  weaken  the  power  aijd  diminish  the 
rights  of  the  States,  in  the  view  to  strengthen  the  arm  of 
the  General  Government.  He  stated,  that  he  believed 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  rights,  liberty,  and  hap- 
piness, of  the  People  of  the  States,  depended,  esaen- 
tially,  upon  maintaining  the  natural  distinction  between 
right  and  remedy— a  distinction  which  existed  most  ob- 
viously in  the  nature  of  things,  and  one  which  had,  until 
lately,  be^n  recognised  by  all  jurists.'  A  new  doc- 
trine had  lately  been  established  by  the  Com-ts  in  Ken- 
tucky, both  State  and  Federal,  that  the  legal  obli- 
gation of  a  contract  consists  alone  in  the  remedy.  If  it 
should  be  acquiesced  in  by  Congress,  and  the  States,  it 
would  produce  consolidat'^on,  in  its  woret  aspect.  If  such 
was  the  opinion  of  the  st&tesm)en  of  this  country,  it  could 
not  be  too  soon  known.  It  would,  he  said,  supersede  the 
necessity  of  guarding  against  encroachments  by  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  upon  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
States,  in  relation'to  other  matters,  about  which  there  had 
been  much  sensibility  displayed.  That  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  provides  that  no  State  should>pas$  any 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con  tracts,  would,  if  it 
were  once  conceded  that  the  remedial  laws  of  a  State 
enter  into  and  form  a  part  of  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
throw  the  StMes  inextricably  into  the  power  of  tlie  Gene- 
ral Government.  It  would  paralyze  them.  It  would 
leave  them  no  power  worth  <-X|ercising.  It  would  not  be 
in  the  power  of  any  of  the  f^tates,  whose  citizens  might 
be  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country,  to  save,  by  a  mo- 
dification of  the  remedial  law|,  the  properly  of  those  citi- 
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zeiM  from  sacrifiee  by  the  SherifT,  in  their  ftbwrxe— to 
SAve  their  fiiiniKes  from  beings  unhoused  and  reduced  to 
the  extremest  vrant.    Mr.  R.  insisted,  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  State  Legislatures  was,  to  mitigate  the  evils 
inflicted  upon  the  People,  by   great  and  unforeseen 
changes  in  the  state  of  things.     That,  while  a  State 
would  be  restrained  by  its  wisdom  from  changing  its  re- 
medial system  upon  light  or  ordinar3r  occiUrences,  it 
ought  to  possess  the  power  to  do  so  in  instances  of  great 
national  calamity ;  and  does,  he  insisted,   possess  this 
power,  and  will  exercise  it,  whenever  its  interests  and  its 
happiness  will  be  promoted  by  its  exercise,  or  rather, 
whenever,  by  its  exercise,  great  suffering  and  misery  can 
be  avoided.     He  referred  to  the  practice  of  the  States 
during  the  last  war.     There  was  not,  he  believed,  one  of 
them  that  did  not,  during  that  period,  soften  the  rigor  of 
-  its  remedial  ^stem.    And  be  insisted  that  much  distress 
had  been  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  this  power  during 
that  period  ;  and  who^  saM  he,  then  contended  that  those 
alterations  were  unconstitutioDal— that  they  impaired  the 
obligation  of  contracts  ?     Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  R.,  we 
mre  very  much  influenced  by  the  force  of  circumstances. 
If  this  erroneous  sentiment  were  even  adopted  in  peace- 
ful and  prosperous  times,  it  would  be  rejected  in  times  of 
ITKat  public  calamity.    But  it  is  only  in  times  of  public 
calamity,  that  the  remedial  laws,  which  had  been  accom- 
modated to  times  of  prosperity,  would  be  thought  rigor- 
ous.   It  \a  only  then  tlutt  they  would  require  to  be  so 
changed,  as  to  suit  the  changed  condition  of  society. 
The  wisdom  of  all  legislation  consists  in  suiting  the  laws 
to  the  condition  of  the  People ;  when  that  condition  shall 
be  altered,  the  laws  ought  to  be  so  altered  as  to  fit  the 
change.    This  power  of  altering  the  remedial  laws  upon 
gretLt  emergencies,  was  so  essential  to  the  States  and  to 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  their  citizens,  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  see  it  questioned  even  by  implication.     He 
hoped* "" therefore,  that  the  adrocates  of  the  prospective 
operation  of  this  law  had  been  influenced  by  what  they 
considered  reasons  of  expediency.     That  they  had  not 
predicated  the  alteration  upon  th'cir  belief  of  a  want  of 
power  to  alter  the  remedial  laws  in  relation  to  existing- 
contracts.     If  they  should  place  it  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pediency, and  not  of  constitutionality,  he  should  feel  but 
little  concern  for  the  success  of  the  amendment ;  which 
he  had  proposed  rather  to  elicit  the  sentiment  of  the  com- 
mittee, than  on  account  of  any  great  concern  about  its 
import.     He  was,  he  said,  in  fkvor  of  the  abolition  of  im- 
priaonment  for  debt-^but  he  did  not  believe  tliat  much 
would  be  gained  by  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

He  stated  that  the  abohtion  should  be  by  the  States,  and 
that  the  execution  laws  of  the  States  should  be  the  execu- 
tion laws  of  the  United  States;  that  the  only  law  which 
Congress  ought  to  pass  upon  the  subject  of  executions, 
should  be  a  law  adopting  those  of  the  States ;  that  the 
United  States  should  have  no  execution  laws  peculiar  to 
itself,  except  those  which  related  exclusively  to  its  reve- 
nue. The  cases,  he  said,  which  this  law,  if  it  passed  in 
either  aspect,  could  embrace,  would  be  comparatively  so 
few,  that  he  felt  concerned  only  about  the  ntiDral  enV ct 
which  its  passage  would  have  upon  the  public  mind.  He 
repeated  again,  that  the  execution  laws  of  the  country 
must  be  enacted  by  the  States,  and  adopted.  So  fiir  as 
they  are  needed,  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BfiKRIEN  said,  in  reply,  that  the  object  of  the 
amendment  was  to  render  the  provisions  of  the  section 
retrospective.  As  the  bill  stood,  they  were  liioited  to 
contracts  which  should  be  entered  into,  or  causes  of  ac- 
tion which  should  origioate,  after  the  fourth  of  July  next. 
The  amendment  would  extend  them  to  all  contracts  and 
causes  of  aciioo/  whenever  they  originated,  or  may  ori- 
£:inate. 

The  views  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  H  appeared 
to  him,  were  erroneous  in  two  particulars.  No  doubt  can 
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exist  that  there  is  a  clear  and  well-settled  distinction  be. 
tween  the  power  of  legislation  over  existing  laws  which 
affect  the  contract,  and  those  which  merely  regulate  the 
remedy.  But  that  question  does  not  arise  here.  So  ftr 
as  he  understood,  tlie  section,  in  its  present  form,  was 
adopted,  not  from  want  of  power,  but  of  frill,  to  make 
the  provision  retrospective.  In  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  was  expedient  to  leave  the  remedy  on  ensting 
contracts,  and  other  causes  of  action,  to  the  regulation  of 
the  laws  under  which  they  originated.  The  inference 
which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  apprehended,  could 
not,  therefore,  he  thought,  be  deduced  from  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  as  repoKed  by  the  Committee.  But  if 
this  were  so,  the  argument  in  support  of  the  amendment 
attached  to  such  an  implied  concession  by  this  House,  an 
imporunce  which  did  not  belong  to  it.  The  States,  in 
the  exercise  of  Legislative  power,  cannot  be  controlled 
by  the  acts  or  conc-essions  of  this  House.  Within  the  H- 
mits  of  their  constitutional  charters,  the  whole  array  of 
Federal  legislation  is  incompetent  to  such  a  purpose ; 
and,  whenever,  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  powers^ 
in  their  application  to  individuals,  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  extent  of  those  powers  shall  occur,  there  is  a 
common  arbiter  to  which  such  controversy  must  be  refer- 
red. He  resisted  the  amendment,  therefore,  because  it 
was  founded  on  views  not  iustifled  by  the  provision  to 
which  it  was  applied  ,•  and  because  the  argument  urged 
in  its  support  seemed  to  him  to  attach  an  undue  import* 
ance  to  the  acts  or  declarations  of  this  House,  in  their 
supposed  influence  on  the  constitutional  powers  of  legis- 
lation in  the  several  States.  The  restriction  in  the  sec- 
fion  did  not  concede  a  want  of  power,  but  resulted  from  a 
want  of  will  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  render  the 
bill  retroactive.  It  was  in  their  view  a  mere  question  of 
expediency,  and  neither  does  nor  can  effect  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  the  States,  or  of  the  Union.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said,  that  the  inference  which  had 
alarmed  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  wasi  not  justified. 
The  States  were  forbidden,  by  the  Constitution*  to  pasa 
laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts ;  and  no  act  of 
Congress  could  either  give- (hat  power  to  the  States^  or 
deprive  them  of  it.  He  did  not  conceive  that  the  powc^ 
of  tite  States  could  be,  in  anyway,  affected  bv  our  legif- 
I  ation.  The  means  of  coercion  which  were  placed  In  tnt 
hands  of  the  creditor,  was,  he  contended,  a  part,  and  an. 
essential  part,  of  the  contract.  Right  was  not  worth  # 
stiver  witiioiit  a  remedy.  Congress,  he  said,  had,  un-^ 
doubtedly,  the  power  to  make  this  bill  retrospective* 
The  question  was,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  exercise 
that  power.  For  his  own  part,  though  warmly  in  favor 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  would  not  vote  for  it,  if  it 
waa  to  operate  .on  existing  contracts. 

Mr.  KANE  rose  in  support  of  the  amendment.  He 
thought,  with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  re- 
striction ought  to  be  done  away  with.  It  was  due  to  the 
consistency  and  impartiality  of  this  body,  to  render  the 
law  uniform  in  its  operation  upon  all  contracts,  whenever 
and  wherever  made.  Congress,  he  declared,  never  esta- 
b'ished  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  I1ie  process 
acts  of  1789  and  1792,  provided  that  the  United  States' 
Courts  should  use  the  process  of  the  several  States,  sub- 
ject to  alteration  whenever  occasion  required.  In  some 
of  the  States,  a  debtor  cannot  be  held  in  prison ;  in  other 
States  he  can.  This  renders  the  United  States'  procesa 
different  in  different  States.  A  uniform  rule  shouldt  in 
his  opinion,  be  established.  Tiiere  was  no  limitction  te 
the  power  of  Congress  over  contracts ;  nor  did  be  think^ 
with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  exercise  the  power  vested  in  us  over  the  subject 

Mr.  ROWAN  agreed  with  the  member  from  Georgia, 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  alter  the  laws  of  the 
States.     His  idea  was  this  :  that  the  moral  power  of  a  law 
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of  Conjj^as  would  often  induce  the  SUte  Legidatures  to 
concur  in  an  opinion  expressed  in  that  law  as  to  a  consti- 
tutional point,  &c. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  BRANCH 
and  ROWAN,  Mr.  a,  at  the  soliciUtion  of  h'ls  colleague, 
withdrew  bis  amendment. 


Feidat,  Jakxjart  4, 
CASE  OF  FRANCIS  J-ARCHE. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Larche,  of  New  Or- 
leans, was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said,  that  this  bill  had,  two  or  three 
times,  passed  the  Senate,  but  had  never  been  finally  act- 
ed on  in  the  other  House.  The  circumstances  of  the  claim 
are  these.     The  negro  slave  of  the  petitioner  was  im- 

Eressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
ist  war,  and  was  employed  in  the  transportation  of  bag- 
gaee.  Whilst  in  this  service  he  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
ball  ^'Vom  the  enemy.  These  facts  had  been  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee,  and,  as  skves  were 
recognized  as  property  by  the  laws,  the  petitioner  was, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  entitled  to  relief. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked,  whether  other  slaves,  killed 
under  like  circumstances,  had  been  paid  for  by  the  Go- 
remment  f 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  in  reply,  said  he  had  no  recollecUon 
of  a  similar  case  at  present  $  no  claim,  to  his  knowlpd^, 
had  been  made  upon  the  Government  for  compensation 
for  slaves  impressed  into  the  ser^ce  of  the  United  SUtes, 
and  killed  while  in  that  service,  and  he  was  not  aware  that 
4iny  sinalar  case  had  ever  occurred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLES,  the  blank  was  filled  with 
1 800,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tliird  reading. 

CASE  OF  ABRAHAM  OGDEN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ogden,  and  others, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WOODBURV  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Commerce  to  move  that  the  blank  be  fillrd  with 
$  1,000.  Before  the  question  was  taken,  he  wished  tlie 
report  accompanying  the  bill  to  be  read.  The  report 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  would  explain  the  facts  and 
grounds  on  which  the  Committee  rested  the  bill.  The 
petitioners  claimed  compensation  for  the  detention  of  their 
vessel,  which  was  chartered  by  the  Government.  He  was 
aware  that  demurrage  could  not  be  recovered  unkss  spe- 
cified in  the  charter  party.  The  decisions  were  contra- 
dictory on  the  subject,  but  tlie  balance  of  them  wat^  against 
the  admission  of  the  claim.  But,  on  principles  of  equity, 
the  person  who  does  the  wrong  is  answerable  for  it..  The 
vessel  was  freighted  by  the  United  States  to  transport  a 
quantity  of  provisions  to  Laf^ira ;  she  was  there  detained 
twenty.eight  days  in  unloading  {  she  might  have  been  un* 
laden  by  lighters  ;  and  it  was  customary  at  that  port  to 
use  lighters  for  this  purpose,  as  the  ships  could  not  be 
brought  to  the.  wharves.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  have  unladen  her  in  the  manner  usual  at  this 

}>ort.  If  this  had  been  done,  she  would  have  been  uu- 
oaded  in  four  days,  instead  of  twenty-eiglit  He  was 
aware  that  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  had  given  rea- 
sons for  not  umng  the  lighters.  It  was  convenient  for  him 
to  keep  the  ship  as  a  store  ship,  and  lighters  were  scarce, 
in  consequence  of  the  large  quantity  of  shipping  in  the 
port  Two  days  after  the  &ip  was  laden,  the  pacificating 
army  entered  Laguira,  and  the  ship  was  seized.  This 
seizure  occasioned  a  furtlier  detention  of  nine  days,  when 
the  vessel  was  given  up.  The  gioss  loss  suffered  hv  the 
owners  was  5  or  $  6,000. 


The  United  States  was  not  answerable  for  this  last  de- 
tention, because  the  owners  mi^t  have  effected  an  in- 
surance against  capture  by  foreign  power.  They  had 
neglected  to  do  it,  probably  because  they  did  not  antici- 
pate  a  long  detention  of  the  vessel  at  the  port  by  the  offi- 
cers  of  the  United  SUtes.  The  Committee  had  fixed 
upon  the  sum  of  $  1,000  as  a  remuneration,  upon  the  hy- 
pothesis that  the  United  States  were  answerable  for  da- 
mages  resulting  from  the  detention  of  the  vessel  twenty- 
four  days.  The  Committee  allowed  5  or  $600  for  the 
detention  for  twenty-four  days ;  which,  with  the  interest; 
amounted  to  $  1,000.  But,  if  the  Senate  thought  that  the 
United  States  were  answerable  for  the  further  detention, 
eight  or  nine  days  after,  the  sum  allowed  should  be  con- 
siderably increased. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  before  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  bill,  he  should  be  glad  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  i^.  He  recollected  a  corre- 
sponding case  formerly  befoife  the  Senate,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  part.  He  did  not  care  for  the  amount,  but 
the  principle  involved  in  the  bill  he  considered  highly 
important.  This  affair  grew  out  of  a  project  of  benevo- 
lence. We  undertook  to  feed  the  suf^'erers  by  the  earth- 
quake at  Laguira ;  and,  like  most  other  projects  of  that 
sort,  it  liad  been  productive  of  little  good  to  any  party. 
He  did  not  think  the  claimant  entitled  to  compensation. 
But,  in  order  to  examine  the  facts,  he  would  move  to 
postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Friday 
next. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  assenting  to  the  motion,  the  bill  was 
accordingly  postponed. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  for  abolishing  Imprisonment  for  Debt  was  Uk- 
en  up,  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  HAYNE  had  not  intended,  he  said,  to  participate  in 
the  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  he  was  constrained  to  state 
his  views  in  relation  to  it,  by  the  circumstance  that,  in  his 
former  remarks,  he  had  been  erroneously  supposed  to 
have  ex])ressed  himself  in  fiivor  of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  ^as  op- 
posed to  its  provisions.  It  might  be  made  to  assume  a 
form  in  which  it  would  meet  his  approbation,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  pn^able  that  such  a  form  would  be  given  to 
it.  The  only  principle  of  the  bill  was  this  :  it  deprives 
the  creditor  of  the  power  which  the  common  law  gave 
him,  to  hold  the  body  of  the  debtor,  after  he  had  surren- 
dered his  property ;  and  this  is  made  to  apply  only  to  suiU 
brought  in  tlie  courts  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  perfectly  willing  to  adopt  this  principle,  hut  he 
was  not  willing  to  aboUsh  the  process  ofaqfias  tut  rettpon* 
dendum  and  eapitu  ad  aaiufadendum. 

He  would  beg  leave  also  to  ren^ark,  that  the  object  and 
purport  of  the  bill  was  wholly  different  froni  what  its  tiile 
expressed.  It  was  called  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt.  But. it  did  not  apply  its  provisions  to  a  single 
case  of  existiftg  debt,  and  affected  no  contracts  except 
those  that  should  be  formed  after  the  4th  of  July  next, 
and  only  that  part  of  them  which  should  be  sued  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  Slates.  Of  the  whole  number  of 
debtors  now  confined,  or  in  danger  of  being  confined,  in 
jail,  not  one  would  be  relieved  by  this  bill,  and  not  more 
than  four  or  five,  perhaps,  even  it  it  were  made  retro- 
spective. Of  those  contracts  which  may  arise  af\er  the 
fourth  day  uf  July  next,  not  one  in  a  hundred  will  be  af- 
fected by  this  bill.  These  remarks  he  did  not  make  to 
depreciate  the  bill  ^  he  knew  that  Congress  had  not  the 
power  to  legislate  for  the  Stales  in  this  case  ;  but  he  wish* 
ed  it  to  be  undei-stood  by  the  people  generally,  many  of 
whom  had  misconceived  the  purport  of  the  bill,  that  it 
would  not  affonl,  to  any  extent^  relief  to  debtors.  The 
bill  was  nothing  more  than  an  act  to  rcgidate  process,  in 
certain  cases,  in  the  United  SUtes'  Courts. 
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There  were  two  elasses  of  provisions  embraced  by  the 
bill — one  respected  mesne  process,  and  the  other  process 
after  judgment. 

As  respected  mesne  process,  the  common  law  provides, 
that  a  person  who  is  sued  should  give  security  that  he 
will  remain  in  the  country,  and  abide  the  issue  of  the  suit. 
The  bill  did  not  abolish  this  provision,  but  took  away  the 
means  of  enforcing  it  {  and  substituted,  in  cases  where 
fraud  or  flight  was  intended,  a  mode  of  procedure  which 
was  expensive,  tedious,  and  inconclusive.  The  plaintiff 
must  alleg&  in  certain  forms,  before  certain  authorities, 
that  the  defendant. intends  to  abscond,  set  forth  his  cause 
of  action,  and  then  comes  the  defendant  to  contest  the 
allegations,  &c,  forming  altogether  a  complicated  and  te- 
dious process. 

The  other  provisions  of  the  bill  respected  the  means  of 
enforcing  payment  after  judgment  had  been  obtained. 
After  taking  the  plaintiff  through  this  new  and  trouble- 
some process,  the  bill  gives  him  no  means  of  collecting 
the  money  adjudged  to  be  due  to  him.  In  South  Caro- 
lina, and,  as  he  believed,  in  nearly  all  the  States,  the  plain- 
tiff, after  judgment,  had  recoai-se  to  the  visible  and  tan- 
jrible  property  of  the  defendant,  not  to  his  person.  But 
It  oflen  happened,  especially  in  cities,  that  the  property 
of  the  defendant  was  locked  up  in  bonds,  money,  notes, 
bank  stock,  and  choses  in  action ;  in  which  case,  the  body 
was  arrested  as  the  means  of  enforcing  payment  What 
does  the  bill  substitute  ibr  this  process }  A  new  suit. 
After  the  plaintiff  has  obtained  judgment,  he  must,  to 
recover  his  money  from  a  defendant  whose  property  is 
secured  in  money,  stock,  or  choses  in  action,  institute  a  new 
suity  and  pass  a  second  time  through  the  forms,  expenses, 
and  delays,  of  an  action  at  law.  Mr.  Hathe  here  read  and 
commented  on  the  several  sections  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
show  that  his  construction  of  its  provisions  was  correct. 

The  writ  of  **ne  exeat,**  he  remarked,  was  intended  to 
hold  defendants  to  bail  who  were  about  to  leave  the  coun- 
try i  and,  by  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  the  plaintiff  may 
procure  the  writ  from  the  Clerk  of  the  proper  Court,  at  a 
trifling  expense,  and  without  delay  ;  but,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  it  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  insti- 
tute a  Chancery  suit.  His  objections,  too,  in  regard  to 
the  final  process  provided  in  the  bill,  were  insuperable  ; 
an<^!,  unless  these  objections  were  removed,  he  snould  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

He  would  now  suggest  a  remedy  fpr  what  he  consider- 
ed tiie  imperfections  of  the  bill.  He  would  propose,  as 
an  amendment,  that  the  "process  of  the  United  States* 
Courts  should  be  made  to  conform  to  the  established  pro- 
cess of  the  Superior  Courts  of  the  several  States."  The 
States,  he  conceived,  were  better  able  to  provide  rules  of 
practice  suited  to  their  wants  and  habits  than  the  United 
States.  An  exception  miglit  be  made  as  to  revenue  debts. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  bill  embraced  revenue 
cases.  To  that  matter  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance.  He  thought  it  proper  for  them 
to  inqitire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  bill  would  com- 
pel the  Government  to  pursue  the  circuitous  mode  which 
it  esUblished  for  the  collection  of  debts.  His  first  motion 
was,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  which  reported 
it,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  conform  the  pro- 
cess  of  the  United  States'  courts  to  the  process  established 
by  the  Superior  Courts  of  tlie  several  States,  and  to  em- 
brace  proper  provisions  to  secure  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  of  the  United  Suites.  Another  motion  he  should 
subsequently  make,  if  he  found  gentlemen  at  all  disposed 
to  simplify  the  bill,  and  rid  it  of  its  cumbrous  and  compli- 
cated macliinery  j  that  is,  to  make  the  sinople  declaration 
that  defendants,  in  any  action  of  debt,  in  the  United 
States'  Courts,  shoidd  be  entitled  to  a  discharge,  upon 
filing  in  Court  an  assignment  of  all  their  property  ?  with  a 
proviso  that,  if  subsequently  found  guilty  of  fraud  or  con- 
cealment, they  shall  be  punjshed.     If  £||e  friends  of  the 


bill  ohose  to  modify  the  bill,  either  according  to  hit  flnt 
or  second  proposition,  he  diould  vote  for  it.  He  then 
moved  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  witli  instructions* 
&c.  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  KANE  s^d  that  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject 
rendered  the  process  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
conformable  to  the  process  of  the  State  courts ;  subject, 
however,  to  the  rules  which  might  be  prescribed  by  the 
United  States'  courts.  The  existing  law,  therefore*  ac- 
complished the  object  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  But  the  existing  law  did  not  upply  to  all 
the  States.  There  was  now  a  bill  before  the  Senate  for 
extending  the  process  of  the  United  States'  courts  to  thon 
States  which  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  since  th« 
year  1789.  That  bill  would*  in  a  few  days,  come  be- 
fore t!ie  Senate,  and  until  it  had,  he  hoped  the  Sena* 
tor  from  South  Carolina  would  consent  to  wtthliold  hit 
motion. 

ytr,  VAN  BUREN  said  that  the  propontion  of  tht 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  related  to  the  Judiciaiy* 
which  he  conceived  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  our  Government.  Great  difficulty  hsd  been 
found  in  adapting  the  process  of  the  United  States'  courts 
to  the  judiciaiy  system  of  the  States.  It  had  more  than 
once  been  proposed  to  pass  general  laws  on  the  subject. 
But,  whenever  this  had  been  attempted,  it  had  been 
found  impossible  to  reconcile  any  one  general  system  to 
the  dissimilar  usages  of  the  several  States.  The  law  of 
1789  adopted  the  State  process  as  the  rule  of  the  United 
States'  courts,  under  certain  restrictions ;  while  the  pro- 
position, now  made,  would  put  the  process  of  the  United 
States'  courts  wholly  under  the  direction  of  the  State 
courts.  Mr.  V.  B.  here  enlarged  upon  the  difRcultiee 
which  would  attend  any  change  of  the  present  system* 
either  by  extending  or  restricting  the  powers  of  the  Unit* 
ed  Stated  courts  over  their  process.  Mr.  V.  B.  also  com- 
plimented the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Joairsov*] 
on  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  bad  prosecuted  hk 
important  and  phihinthropic  measure,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  his  honorable  exertions  would  be  crowned  with 
success. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  totally 
distinct  from  the  object  of  the  bill.  It  presented  a  sub- 
stantive and  distinct  object — to  govern  the  United  States' 
courts  by  the  State  laws.  He  would  not  oppose  that  pro- 
position when  offered  separately  from  the  bill,  with  which 
he  did  not  see  that  it  had  any  connexion.  He  and  his 
colleague  had,  for  year  after  year,  attempted,  without 
success,  to  effect  this  very  object,  in  reference  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  which  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina now  proposed  in  reference  to  all  the  States.  The 
United  States'  courts  had  undertaken  to  regulate  the  pro- 
cess of  the  Kentucky  courts ;  and,  instead  of  adopting  the 
execution  laws  of  Kentucky,  as  they  existed,  so  as  to  go, 
pari  passu,  with  the  improvenrents  of  the  Judiciary  of  that 
State,  they  had  arbitrsrily  and  cruelly  adopted  those  exe- 
cuUou  laws  which  had  been  used  in  the  hifancy  of  the 
SUte.  The  object  of  the  law  of  1789,  he  contended* 
was  to  render  the  process  of  the  United  States'  courts 
confiirmable  to  the  process  of  the  State  courts,  as  it  might 
be  modified  from  time  to  time.  This  matter,  in  his  opi* 
nion,  presented  the  most  interesting  question  which  had 
ever  been  agitated  in  this  body,  viz  :  whether  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  wa^  clothed  with  legislative 
power  ?  and  whether  the  assumption  of  such  powers  over 
the  process  of  the  Kentucky  courts,  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  was  not  palpable  usurpation  ?  Mr.  Josirsoir  here 
proceeded  at  some  length  to  show  the  calamities  whic^ 
had  been  brought  upon  his  State  by  the  judicial  legisla- 
tion that  had  been  exercised  over  it.  He  thought  'the 
subject  presented  considerations  of  much  greater  import- 
ance than  the  regulation  of  a  ca.  sa. ;  but  he  did  not  think 
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tliftt  it  should  be  brmig^ht  up  in  the  shape  which  the  Sena- 
tor flrom  South  Cah)lina  had  given  to  it.  He  would,  how- 
ever, at  any  time,  vote  for  it  aa  a  distinct  propAsition. 

In  relation  to  the  objections  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  he  would  consider  whether  the  bill  went  too  far 
in  restricting  the  power  of  creditors  over  debtors.  The 
(gentleman  says,  that  many  debtors  may  have  concealed 
property,  bank  stock,  money,  and  choses  in  action,  and 
thereby  may  be  able  frauduiently  to  defeat  the  claims  of 
their  creditors,  even  after  judgment  has  been  rendered 
against  them.  But  what,  sir,  is  to  be  done  with  those 
£btoca  who  have  no  bank  stock,  nor  money,  nor  choses 
in  action  f  Must  they  suffer,  in  hopeless  confinement, 
beoiuse  vome  few  rich  men  may  be  villains  ?  If  debtors 
vcve  proved  to  be  dishonest,  the  bill  provided  Ibr  their 
punishment.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  debtor  part  of 
the  commumty  was  any  better  or  worse,  on  the  score  of 
morality,  than  the  creditor  part.  .\nd  he  would  fain 
know,  upon  what  principle  gentlemen  assumed  the  Act, 
that  debtors  were  dishonest.  As  many  instances  of  op* 
pression,  on  the  part  of  creditors,  can  be  enumerated,  as 
of  fraud  on  the  part  of  debtors.  The, bill  provided  that 
the  creditor,  instead  of  confining  the  body  of  the  debtor, 
upon  a  presumption  that  be  has  property  concealed, 
should  first  give  some  kind  of  evidence  of  the  fraud. 
Whereas,  under  the  present  laws,  a  creditor  may  first  strip 
his  debtor  of  all  his  property,  even  to  his  last  blanket,  and 
then,  to  complete  his  wretchedness,  may  turn  against  him, 
afe  a  villain.  But  the  gentleman  also  says,  that  the  course 
of  proceeding  is  too  troublesome  to  the  creditor.  It 
would  be  more  convenient  for  him  to  put  the  debtor  in 
jail,  at  once,  upon  bare  presumption  of  fVaud. 

He  submitted,  whether  this  sentiment  was  in  accord- 
ance with  any  principle  of  morality,  or  with  that  equality 
of  rights,  in  defence  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  had  so  often  raised  his  voice.  In  this  connexion, 
Mr.  J.  bejiged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  hiitoncal  fact,  that  coercion  was  never,  in  a  single  in- 
itenoe,'  applied  to  any  one  of  the  English  Lon^  who 
miglit  become  a  debtor :  and,  that  no  inconvenience  had 
ever  resulted  to  any  creditor  fVom  their  exemption .  The 
consequence  of  this  privilege,  in  this  respect,  was,  that 
their  creditors  took  from  them  pledges  of  valuables,  or 
relied  upon  their  honor  and  property.  Why  cannot  the 
same  course  be  pursued,  and  with  the  same  success,  be- 
tween creditors  and  debtors  in  this  Kepublic,  where  all 
are  nobles,  and  alt  commons ;  where  there  is  neither  pa- 
trician nor  plebeian } 

Let  me  ask  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  continued 
Ifr.  J.,  whether  1  have  not  shown  to  him,  that  the  bill,  in 
rehtion  to  the  supposition  of  fraud,  gives  no  more  than  a 
fair  and  equal  opportunity  to  the  debtor  to  exculpate 
himself  from  the  suspicion  or  chai^ge  }  If  I  am  deceived 
as  to  this,  let  the  gentleman  suggest  a  better  mode  in 
which  the  object  may  be  obtained. 

1  accord,  said  Mr.  J.,  with  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman, 
that  the  People  should  be  undeceived  as  to  the  effect  of 
this  bill.  He  had  been  made  aware  by  the  g^at  number 
of  lett^  he  had  received  from  diflTerent  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, that  the  People  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
bilt  would  have  a  general  operation,  and  would  also  affect 
existing  contracts.  But  the  advocates  of  the  bill  had  not 
anisted  in  creating  this  impression. 

A  small  number  of  the  debtors  alone  can  ever  have  the 
tkenefit  of  the  bill ;  and  most  deeply  do  I  regret,  that  its 
principles  and  application  cannot  be  made  co-extensive 
with  tne  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  throughout  the 
Union.  But,  if  it  relieves  but  one  debtor  out  of  a  hun- 
dred, it  will  be  well  worthy  of  the  benevolence  and  phi- 
lanthropy of  this  body.  It  is,  however,  to  the  moral  effect 
of  this  bill  that  I  attach  most  importance.  It  will,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  prr  vailing  character  of  public  opinion  on  the 
MbJ«ct,.have  a  decisive  moral  influence  on  the  State  Le- 


gislatures, who,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  wHI  soon  be  induced 
to  engraft  its  principles  on  their  own  judicial  system. 

The  gentleman  says  truly,  that  the  bill  will  scarcely 
touch  that  mass  of  misery  which  is  exhibited  by  the  debt* 
ors  in  our  towns  and  cities.  I  was  in  fi&vor  of  giving  them 
relief  in  a  mode  which  the  gentlenrwn  so  eloquently  re- 
commended last  session.  I  stood  by  him  in  support  of  a 
banknipt  law,  though  that  law  was  in  oppositi^m  to  all 
my  former  views  and'  prejudices.  The  gentleman  also 
underrates  the  importance  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  aa  it  does 
not  apply  to  existing  contracts.  I  hsTe  no  partiality 
for  that  feature  of  the  bill.  In  adopting  it,  I  yielded  to 
the  views  of  my  friends  who  would  not  vote  for  a  retro- 
spective law.  But,  must  we  relinquish  legiriation,  be* 
cause  we,  of  the  present  hour,  cannot  reap  its  fruits } 
Must  we  not  legislate  for  posterity  ? 

Mr.  J.  pursued  the  subject  still  farther,  and  at  eonsi- 
derable  length.  In  conchision,  he  said,  that  the  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  establish  the  principle,  that  crime  alone 
should  render  a  freeman  liable  to  loss  of  liberty  ;  and  he 
believed  that  the  moral  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  bill 
would,  in  a  short  time,  cause  the  abolition  of  civil  impri* 
sonment  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  KANE  rose  to  explain  some  misapprehension,  on 
his  part,  of  the  character  of  the  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  HAYNE  spoke  at  some  length,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
JOHNSON,  Mr.  VAN  BUREN,  Hnd  Mr.  KAJSE,  and 
concluded  by  withdrawing  his  motion  for  the  recommit* 
ment,  &c.  for  the  reason  that  it  would  interfere  with  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senate,  for  extending  the  process  of 
United  States'  courU  to  the  States  admitted  since  the 
year  1789. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  bill  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next,  to  which  day 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

MoiTDAT,  Jakoamt  7,  1828. 

The  Senate  were  principally  occupied  to-day  in  discus- 
sing the  propriety  or  printing  a  document  from  the  War 
Department,  containing  the  names  of  those  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  were  entitled  to  lands. 
The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  report  upon  tlie  expediency  of  the  printing,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  done. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday. 

WxDirxsDAT,  Janvaiit  9,  1828. 
This  day  was  principally  occupied  in  discussing  the 
propriety  of  printmg  certain  memorials  against  an  increits- 
ed  tariff  of  duties. 

Thursoat,  Jauuast  10. 
IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  came  up  in 
its  order,  and  the  question  being  put,  **  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  >"  Mr.  EATON  asked  for 
the  Yeas  and  Navs,  which  call  was  sustained. 

Mr.  BARTON  said  that  he  should  only  detain  the  Se- 
nate with  a  few  remarks.  This  hill  proposed  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt.  Such  a  proposition  must  always 
be  popular,  where  it  was  known  and  where  it  was  not 
known.  It  was  confined  to  the  United  States'  Courts^ 
but  it  did  not  meet  with  his  approbation.  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  system  which  was  now  proposed,  would 
be  as  good  tS  the  one  at  present  in  operation  ;  and  he 
thought  many  of  the  benefits  anticipated  founded  in  mere 
speculation.     He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C  was  not  very  sanguine  in  his 
wishes,  and  his  only  object  in  makio|^any  remarks  on  this 
bill,  was,  to  discharge  his  duty  to  hm^elf  and  hb  coosti- 
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tuents.  When  ^ntlemen  intended  to  make  a  radical 
chang^e  in  existing  systems,  it  was,  he  thought,  incumbent 
upon  them  to  show  some  serious  evil  in  the  present  state 
of  things.  He  was  not  sure  as  to  the  practicability  of 
abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  at  all ;  but  were  he  in 
favor  of  its  abolition,  he  should  vote  against  the  bill  now 
before  tlie  Senate,  because  its  principal,  if  not  its  only 
effect,  would  be  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his  rights. 
The  plaintiff  is  to  state  his  case,  and  to  swear  that  the 
defendant  is  about  to  leave  the  State,  thus  encouraging 
vexatious  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.  He  is 
moreover  botmd  to  state  on  oath  the  exact  sum  due  to 
him.  In  hundreds  of  instances,  this  would  be  next  to  an 
impossibility,  where  accounts  had  been  of  long  standing, 
and  had  become  complicated.  But  if  he  cannot  do  it,  he 
loses  his  power  over  the  debtor.  Then  he  has  to  go  be- 
fore a  clerk,  and  make  oath  of  the  cause  of  the  action  ; 
and  this  is  not  safely  done  without  consulting  counsel ; 
because  if  he  should  state  one  cause,  and  it  should  turn 
out  that  another  cause  existed,  he  is  not  to  have  the  bene- 
fit of  process  against  the  defendant.  Before  he  can  pro- 
ceed to  trial,  he  is  to  bring  his  case  before  a  nngle  Judge, 
who  is  to  decide  whether  the  trial  shall  proceed.  If  he 
pleases,  he  may  discharge  the  defendant  from  bail.  It  is 
the  act  of  one  Judge,  unchecked  and  unaided  ;  and-  an 
able  jurist  has  said,  that  the  law  of  one  Judge  is  the  law 
of  a  tyrant.  All  men  look  differently  on  the  same  matter  5 
and  as  this  Judge  is  to  decide  upon  the  statement  under 
oath  of  the  plaintiff,,  miglit  it  not  be  possible  that  he 
should  decide  wrong,  and  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  the 
sufferer?  Then  when  the  Judg^  has  decided  that  the  de- 
fendant may  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  process,  he  has  to 
make  investigation,  and  an  affidavit,  whether  the  property 
of  the  debtor  is  concealed.  If  he  fails  in  his  second  suit, 
the  costs  fall  upon  him.  There  were  too  many  affidavits 
proposed  in  this  new  system.  The  plaintiff  must  go 
through  a  scries  of  them,  before  he  arrives  at  any  security 
as  to  the  trial.  After  all  this,  the  defendant  comes  in, 
and  if  the  proof  is  not  sufficient,  has  it  in  his  power  to  tra- 
verse it;  and  if  the  jury  decide  against  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  is  ever  afler  discharged,  and  can  never  be  held 
to  bail,  lliis  bill,  said  Mr.  S.,  is,  in  my  view,  a  one-sided 
bill.  It  provides  all  for  the  defendant,  and  nothing  for 
the  plaintiff.  We  know  no  such  principle  in  our  law.  It 
provides  for  one  party  as  well  as  another.  It  deals  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  all.  We  have  been  told  that  the 
present  system  is  cruel,  and  that  our  execution  law  is  a 
disgrace.and  stain  upon  our  statute  book.  It  might  have 
been  so  in  the  dark  ages,  because  the  imprisoned  debtors 
had  to  support  themselves,  or  depend  upon  being  sup- 
ported by  charily.  But  in  the  present  age  of  charity  and 
civilization,  every  one  knows  that  no  such  thing  exists. 
The  several  States  have  provided  against  it ;  and  we  talk 
of  mere  imaginary  evils,  when  we  speak  of  the  cruelty  of 
imprisonment,  under  the  present  system.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  told  us  that  this  law  is  to  protect  the 
debtor  from  the  horrid  cruelties  of  the  creditor,  and  he 
has  paraded  before  us  a  list  of  nineteen  hundred  prisoners 
in  one  State.  But  has  not  that  gentleman  been  deceived 
in  the  representations  that  have  been  made  to  him  ?  May 
he  not  have  met  with  persons  willing  to  exaggerate  the 
cruelties  to  which  he  alludes.  And  if  it  should  be  so,  it 
would  not  be  the  only  time  that  gentlemen  whose  mean- 
ing was  as  good  as  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
hful  been  imposed  upon.  But  supposing  there  are  nine- 
teen hundred,  or  twice  that  number  of  prisoners fbr  debt, 
in  one  of  the  States,  are  we  to  suppose  that  all  these,  or 
any  very  great  proportion  .of  tliem,  are  hard  cases  }  Are 
we  to  suppose  that  the  majority  of  these  imprisonments 
are  made  to  satisfy  vindictive  dispositions  ?  Not  so.  The 
genius  of  the  country  was  against  it.  The  People  would 
not  allow  such  an  outrage  to  be  perpetrated,  against  the 
spirit  and  feeling  of  the  community.     He  say?,  also,  that 


this  bill  is  to  restrain  the  natural  cruelty  of  mankmd  ;  and 
that  all  men  are  naturally  cruel.  I  thought  not.  I  believe 
that  pity  is  the  last  passion  that  deserts  the  human  breast. 
But  are  creditors  always  those  who  aet  from  impure  or  un- 
christian feelings  ?  Have  we  not  instances  every  day  where 
men  have  gone  to  prison,  leaving  their  families  to  enjoy 
splendid  fortunes,  which  they  have  wrongfully  obtained 
from  others  ?  These  are  evt  ry  day  affairs.  1  will  allude 
to  some  tiicts  which  were  stated  here  the  other  day,  facta 
which  were  stated  openly,  and  which  may  serve  to  illus- 
trate this  matter.  It  waa  said,  in  relation  to  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  that 
members  of  Congress  had  obtained  access  to  that  list,  and 
by  making  extracts  from  it,  had  led  to  speculations  by 
which  the  rightful  claimants  were  defrauded  of  their 
lands.  Now,  what  would  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
say,  if  those  purchasers  were  prosecuted  for  restitution  of  * 
the  lands  thus  obtained  }  Would  he  shudder,  then,  at 
the  open  prison  door  ?  This  is  often  the  case  ;  as  often* 
perhaps,  as  the  reverse.  1  do  not  intend  to  offer  any 
amendment.  I  once,  on  a  fonner  occasion,  had  the  ho- 
nor to  present  my  views  of  this  subject,  which  I  do  not 
think  it  advisable  now  to  repeat.  Indeed  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  have  said  a  word  upon  this  subject,  had  not 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  alluded  to  two  of  our  illus- 
trious public  men.  One  of  these  was  the  great  states- 
man, Jefferson,  who  has  gone  from  among  us — ^the  other» 
General  Sumpter,  a  native  of  the  State  I  represent.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  said  that  even  Jefferson  was 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  for  debt  in  his  old  age.  To  make 
the  picture  still  more  revolting,  he  said  that  Jefferson  was 
liable  to  be  laid  hold  of  by  a  constable.  But  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  has  shown  by  its 
conduct  since  his  death,  that  he  could  not  have  been  ar- 
rested on  a  writ  of  capias  ad  saiisfaeiendum.  But,  said 
Mr.  S.,  I  would  not  have  such  a  man  as  Jefferson  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  law.  He  ought  to  be,  and,  as 
a  good  citizen,  he  would  have  desired  to  be,  a  sharer  in 
the  liabilities  as  well  as  the  protection  of  the  law.  It  is 
but  seldom  that  a  good  or  an  honorable  man  is  oppressed 
by  it,  excepting  in  some  case  where  the  complex  opera- 
tions of  banking  institutions  produced  some  evil  of  such  a 
nature.  The  gentleman  has  mentioned  General  Sump- 
ter, as  one  who  had  been  subjected  to  the  operation  of 
the  present  system.  But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a 
man  who  has  served  his  country  so  well,  and  so  nobly, 
could  be  forgotten  by  that  country,  whether  the  state- 
ment made  l>y  the  gentleman,  as  to  the  pecuniary  difficul- 
ties of  that  great  man,  was  true  or  not.  The  gentleman 
says  he  is  poor.  His  circumstances  may  have  changed, 
and  his  finances  have  been  straightened  by  some  rei'ei'se  of 
fortune  ;  but  he  has  been  too  much  an  honor  to  South 
Carolina  to  be  forgotten  or  neglected  by  her.  And,  said 
Mr.  S.,  I  can  assure  that  gentleman,  that  if  he  had  been 
unfortunate,  he  never  could  be  subjected  to  the  operation 
of  a  CO.  sa.  No  possible  circumstances  could  produce 
such  a  disaster  to  a  man  so  much  venerated.  His  prison 
doors  would  fly  open,  and  his  manacles  would  fall  from 
his  limbs — not  through  the  interference  of  a  deity,  but  by 
the  operation  of  public  gratitude.  One  word  more.  I 
have  always  observed,  in  speeches  upon  subjects  of  this 
kind,  that  the  blame  of  all  the  cruelty,  as  it  is  called,  of 
the  law,  13  thrown  upon  the  Judges.  I,  for  one,  am  not 
inclined  to  join  in  this  cry.  In  matters  of  mfum  and  tuum^ 
the  Judges  have  uniformly  been  right.  I  believe  that  the 
laws  of  England  have  been  digested  by  as  learned  and  as 
humane  Judges,  as  those  of  any  country.  The  law 
seems  to  me,  in  its  great  and  general  features,  to  be  as 
wise  and  as  humane  as  the  fallibility  of  human  nature 
will  allow.  Yet,  here  we  are  called  upon  to  break 
op  the  whole  system  of  execuuon  laws,  and  adopt  a  new 
and  undigested  system ;  a  system  which  he  believed 
would  injure  the  defendant  for  whose  benefit  its  framers 
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intended  it.  Under  such  convictions,  he  must  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  did  not  rise,  he  said,  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject at  this  time  ;  but  having  invited  the  aid  of  this  ho- 
norable  body,  in  maturinjj  the  bill,  and  in  remedying  its 
faults,  in  the  spirit  in  which  he  had  made  that  invitation, 
he  would  now  avail  himself  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Se- 
nator from  South  Carolina.  He  would,  therefore,  offer 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  a  proviso  that  it  should  not, 
as  regards  mtsnt  or  final  process,  be  construed  to  affect 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  in  suits  brought  for  the 
collection  of  revenue  debts.  In  order  to  meet  another 
objection,  he  would  propose  that,  when  the  issue  was 
made  up,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  6th  section, 
execution  should  issue  against  the  body  of  the  defendant, 
as  if  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Mr.  COBB  observed,  that  it  struck  him  that  the  amend- 
'  ment  proposed  by  his  colleague  did  jiot  go  far  enough. 
There  were  other  suits  brought  against  debtors  by  the 
United  States,  besides  those  for  the  collection  of  revenue 
debts.  He  alluded  particularly  to  suits  brought  against 
disbursing  officers  for  defulcation,  which  were  the  most 
important  suits  brought  by  tlie  Government,  and  embrac- 
ed a  very  large  amount.  He  therefore  thought  an  addi- 
tional clause  should  be  added  to  the  amendment  fiow 
offered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
such  a  provision,  as  it  was  made  in  another  part  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  he  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment  just  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  It 
would  have  ihe  obvious  effect  to  place  the  United  States 
on  better  footing  than  other  individuals  would  enjoy. 
Considering  this  principle  at  variance  with  the  tone  and 
spirit  of  the  bill,  he  would  never  give  it  his  assent.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill  in  its  general  principles ;  und  even 
with  this  provision  he  might  vote  for  it :  but,  he  did  not 
wish  to  have  it  understood  that  in  doing  so,  he  was  will- 
ing to  make  a  reservation  in  &vor  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  it  was  the  practice  to  make  a 
distinction  in  favor  of  the  Government  between  debts  due 
to  it,  and  debts  due  to  citizens.  The  whole  history  of 
the  Government  shewed  that  every  endeavor  was  made 
to  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  until  it  had  be- 
come the  settled  policy  of  the  Government.  There  was 
a  statute  now  in  force,  by  which  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  empowered  to  issue  a  distress  warrant  on  a 
perfectly  ex  parte  process.  It  would  have  been  looked 
upon  as' highly  improper  to  attempt  to  innovate  upon 
what  has  become  the  established  policy  of  the  country ; 
and  certainly  it  would  have  been  inexpedient,  in  offering 
a  bill  containing  new  principles,  to  interfere  with  any  fa- 
cility given  CO  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  which  had 
become  engrafted  permanently  on  our  financial  system/ 

Mr.  BRANCH  said  that  he  had  a  few  remarks  to  make 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  He  certainly  could  not  agree  with  him  Was 
it  intended  to  do  more  in  passing  this  bill  than  make  an 
experiment }  Was  it  not  the  moral  effect  which  was  de- 
signed to  be  produced  ?  And  if  so,  should  the  Senate 
sanction  a  principle  at  once  partial  and  unjust  >  If  the 
example  were  to  produce  any  benefit,  thepi*actice  of  the 
plan  proposed  in  the  bill  ought  to  begin  with  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  It  was  not  for  Congress  to  say  to  the 
States,  **  Pluck  the  mote  from  your  eye,"  and  still  che- 
rish the  beam  in  its  own.  Should  they^  like  the  profli- 
'  gate  divine,  say,  *'  Do  as  I  do,  and  not  as  1  say  ?"  If,  as 
is  said,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  assume  a  pri- 
vilege which  does  not  extend  to  other  creditors,  then 
that  policy  ought  to  be  altered.  Let  our  reform  begin 
at  home.  Let  Congress  approve,  by  practice,  the  de- 
cUaration  which  is  made  in  this  bill,  that  imprisonment 


for  debt  is  illegal  and  cruel.     He  agreed  with  the  g-en* 
tieman  from  Ohio,  and  must  oppose  this  amendment. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  remarked,  that,  when  an  officer  of 
the  Government  appropriated  the  money  of  Government 
to  his  own  uses,  the  principle  at  present  acknowledged* 
authorized  an  union  of  equity  with  law,  to  effect  a  distri- 
bution of  his  property.  This  was  done  to  operate  as  a 
security.  But  now  it  was  pro])03ed  to  carry  the  princi- 
ple farther,  and  to  allow  the  United  States,  for  debts  con- 
tracted by  individuals  who  became  unable  to  pay  it,  to 
imprison  him  summarily.  It  is  true,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  says,  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  assume  to  itself  preferences  in  the  collection  of  its  re- 
venue. But  it  was  immoral,  impolitic,  and  unnatural,  to 
allow  imprisonment  in  order  to  coerce  the  payment  of 
debts  by  persons  unable  to  meet  them,  if  the  system 
now  to  be  established,  was  to  make  a  distinction  between 
misfortune  and  crime,  as  he  had  hoped  it  would,  then  it 
was  inconsistent  with  it  to  retain  a  clause  which  should 
still  disgrace  the  statute  book  with  a  principle  at  once 
immoral,  impolitic,  and  unnatural.  He  should,  therefore^ 
vole  against  the  amendment 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied,  that,  if  it  were  true  that  the 
principle  heretofore  established,  and  acted  upon,  by  the 
Government,  was  merely  a  species  of  security,  then  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  be  a 
good  one.  But  it  was  not  so.  On  the  statute  book  would 
be  found  cases  which  could  not  apply  to  individuals,  and 
could  not  be  governed  by  principles  similar  to  those  ap- 
plying to  individual  parties.  He  would  allude  to  the  law 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
which  it  is  provided,  that  a  person  failing  to  pay  moneys 
due  to  the  Treasury,  may  be  incarcerated  until  discharg- 
ed by  due  course  of  law.  He  did  not  defend  this  princi- 
ple ;  but,  in  advocating  this  object,  I  lay  down  the  pro- 
position that  this  bill,  which  is  to  change  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  may  not  be  obstructed  by  any  at- 
tempt  at  innovation  in  any  of  those  long  established  prac- 
tices which  have  grown  into  the  setUed  policy  of  the 
country.  He  would  not  pretend  to  say,  that  under  the 
present  bw  there  had  not  been  instances  of  oppression 
that  would  have  disg^ced  any  country.  He  Was  anxious 
that,  in  attempting  to  afford  to  the  People  the  benefits 
of  this  system,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  it  might  not  be  em- 
barrassed by  any  interference  with  the  established  regu- 
lations of  the  finances.  If  gentlemen  were  disposed  to 
alter  the  policy  of  the  Government,  let  them  introduce  a 
bill  for  that  purpose,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  go  safely,  he 
would  go  with  them.  But  he  would  not  advocate  any 
such  attempt  bring  engrafted  upon  this  bill,  which  was 
framed  for  other  purposes.  He  wished  this  hill  to  stand 
on  its  own  footing,  and  that  it  might  not  be  embarrassed 
by  the  introduction  of  proposit  ons  and  plans  not  imme* 
diately  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN.  in  reply,  remarked  that  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Georgia's  view  of  the  present  system  was 
perfectly  consistent  with  his  own.  He  acknowledged 
that  some  preference  was  necessary  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  where  the  transactions  were  so  vast  and  mul- 
tifarious. The  United  States  was  allowed  the  same  privi- 
lege over  the  body  that  individuals  enjoyed,  only  that  the 
process  was  more  summary.  But  now,  a  new  era  was  to 
be  commenced.  This  bill  was  to  establish  a  new  princi- 
ple, and  TO  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  the  unfor- 
tunate and  the  criminal.  This  was  the  whole  scope  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration.  And  should  they  stop 
shortof  thij  object  ?  Should  they,  in  mere  cases  of  debt, 
where  the  parties  were  not  able  to  pay,  allow  to  tlie 
United  States  the  liberty  of  confining  die  debtor  witliin 
the  four  walls  of  a  prison  ?  He  hoped  not :  for,  if  such 
Was  the  case,  it  would  be  a  libel  on  the  bill  and  its  advo- 
cates, and  convict  them  of  tlie  grossest  inconsistency. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rose  merely  to  state  the  ground  upon 
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which  he  should  give  his  vote.  At  first  he  had  thought 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ;  but,  upon  further  reflec- 
tion, he  rather  approved,  the  amendment.  He  objected 
to  the  principle  and  operation  of  the  bill.  He  first  object- 
ed to  it  as  applied  to  the  citizen.  If  he  was  defeated 
there,  he  was  against  it  as  it  would  apply  to  the  United 
States  ,  and  mainly,  because  he  believed  it  would  dimi- 
nish the  revenue.  An  unwise  nile  was  by  its  application 
made  nugatory.  And  he  believed  not  an  mdi\*idual 
would  go  into  the  Federal  Courts,  if  this  bill  passed  ; 
but  would,  in  preference,  gc  into  the  State  Courts  :  for, 
when  he  went  into  the  United  States'  Courts,  after  the 
defendant  had  been  defeated,  the  plaintifiT  could  not  get 
possession  of  half  of  the  property,  because  it  was  not  at- 
tachable. But  the  United  States  must  go  into  the  Fede- 
ral Court.s,  and  suifer  the  same  inconveniences,  which  he 
believe^  would  result  in  a  great  loss  of  revenue.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

The  question  on  the  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Baa- 
KiSK,  being  then  ttken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
Ayes  20,  Nays  18. 

The  question  of  engrossing  then  recurred,  when 

Mr.  ROWAN  said  he  had  not  attended  to  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  in  detail.  He  had  the  most  unaualified  confi- 
dence in  the  members  of  the  committee,  who  had  examin- 
ed and  approved  them.  He  was  in  ftvor  of  the  object  of 
the  bill — the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  He  was 
opposed  to  imprisonment  for  any  civil  cause.  . 

The  acts  of  individuals,  so  far  as  they  are  cognizable  by 
the  laws,  are  divided  into  civil  and  criminal ;  criminal  acts 
are  those,  which  are  injtirious  or  offensive  to  the  State  ;  to 
them  he  would  confine  imprisonment.  It  should  never  be 
inflicted  by  any,  but  the  government,  a^l  by  it,  for  misde- 
meanor, or  crime  only.  He  did  not  believe  that  indebted- 
ness was  either  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  ;  and  upon  the 
supposition  that  it  was  either,  he  would  never  consent 
that  this  punishment  should  be  inflicted,or  that  the  crf- 
diior  should  inflict  it.  Sir,  said  he,  the  relatioti  of  debtor 
ard  creditor  is  an  accidental  one,  which  takes  place 
between  equals  ;  for  in  our  gx)vcrnmeht  all  are  equal : 
equally  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  lives,  their  liber- 
ty, and  their  property.  This  equality  lies  at  the  root  of 
republicanism,  it  is  is  natural,  and  the  republic  was  not 
formed  to  destroy,  or  impair,  but  to  pi'eserve  and  protect 
it.  Hence  the  explicit  guarantee*,  by  the  Constitution, 
of  equal  rights. 

Can  it  then  be  supposfetl,  that  liberty  which  ranks  in 
the  Constitution  as  it  does  in  the  intelligence  of  mankind, 
next  to  life,  and  without  whidi  life  itself  is  scarcely  worth 
enjoying,  can,  by  any  law,  which  docs  not  \iolate  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  be  subjected  to  the  caprice,  the 
whinn,  or  the  malignity  of  those  who  may  happen,  in  the 
ever'Varying  condition  of  htnnan  affaii-s,  to  become  credi- 
tors ?  The  object  of  all  civil  regulations  is  to  secure  pri- 
vate happiness,  from  private  encroachment.  To  secure 
individuals,  from  the  power  of  one  another.  It  was  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  all,  by  protecting  the  weak 
against  the  strong,  tliat  government  was  instituted.  But, 
by  permitting  the  creditor  to  imprison  liis  debtor,  you 
counteract  and  defeat  the  great  object  of  the  social  insti- 
tutions; you  surrender  t!ie  weak,  to  the  strong;  for  wealth 
is  power,  and  poverty  is  weakness ;  you  deprive  every 
man,  whom  accident  makes  a  debtor,  of  his  liberty.  In- 
stead of  appealing  to  the  constitution,  and  relying  upon  it 
for  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberty,  he  is  referred  to  the  ca- 
price  of  his  creditor.  He  is  told ,  that,  instead  of  relying 
upon  the  strong  arm  of  his  g-oveniment,  for  the  pjDtectioti 
of  his  liberty,  he  must  invoke  the  clemency  of. 
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tmaui 
whom  avarice,  parsimony,  or  accident,  Ims  clot1!^d  with 
wealth,  and,  under  the  denomination  of  Itis  creditor,  arm- 
ed with  the  power  of  tyranny.  That  if  his  spirits  have 
heen  broken  by  his  adversities  ;  if,  with  the  loss  of  his  for- 
tune, h6  l»a#^o»t  bis  self-re»pe<^t,  and  is  prepared  hunr.bly 


to  implore  the'indulgence  of  the  more  fortunate,  but  per- 
haps greatly  less  meritorious  person,  to  whom  he  has,  by 
the  foroe  of  circumstances,  become  debtor,  he  may  escape 
imprisonment;  or  that  he  may  possibly  escape,  (for  a  whde 
at  least)  by  renewing  his  bond  for  the  debt,  with  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  interest,  as  a  moderate  equivalent  for 
his  ffracious  forbearance. 

If  in  the  wreck  of  his  fortune,  the  debtor  has  been  left 
the  means  of  bribing  his  creditor,  or  if  some  friend  or 
neighbor,  moved  by  the  sympathies  of  a  kind  heart  will 
become  his  sponsor  for  the  debt,  swelled  by  the  inordi- 
nate premium  for  forbearance,  he  is  graciously  permitted 
to  enjoy  his  liberty  yet  a  little  longer.  So  that  the  debtor 
is  not  barely  in  as  bad  a  situation,  in  relation  to  his  credi- 
tor, as  he  would  have  been  without  the  aid  or  protection 
of  the  civil  institutions ;  but  in  a  much  worse.  In  a  state 
of  nature,  he  could  have  resisted  any  and  every  encroach- 
ment upon  his  liberty,  to  the  extent  of  his  power,  even 
to  the  infliction  of  death  upon  tlie  assailant.  In  this  he 
would  have  been  justified  by  the  law  of  nature;  and  even 
now,  under  our  civil  code,  if  any  person  shall  attempt  to 
imprison  another,  who  is  not  his  debtor,  he  may  be  resist- 
ed even  to  death.  It  is  the  creditor  alone,  who,  by  our 
law,  is  authorized  to  imprison.  It  is  he  alone,  who  may 
reverse  the  laws  of  nature  with  impunity;  who  may  violate 
them,  not  only  with  impunity,  but  with  the  sanction  and 
aid  of  the  civil  laws,  and  their  machinery.  The  civil  laws, 
so  far  from  protecting  the  unfortunate  debtor  from  the 
blow  aimed  by  the  disappointed  and  exasperated  creditor, 
at  his  liberty,  his  peace,  and  his  happiness,  lend  their  vig- 
our to  his  vengeance,  and  confer  on  deeds  of  private  malig- 
nity the  sanction  of  public  approbation.  They  point  the 
weapon  of  private  vengeance  wiiii  the  venom  of  public 
scorn.  Misfortune  is  treated  as  crime,  even  worse  (as  he 
should  hereafter  attempt  to  shew. )  Calamity  is  aggrava- 
ted by  the  loss  of  liberty. 

The  theory  of  our  government  derives  all  its  captiva- 
tion,  (and  it  has  mucli,  very  much)  from  its  regard  lo  tlie 
equal  rights  of  its  citizens,  and  from  its  seeming  aptitude 
to  maintain  and  prcser>'e  those  rights.  It  proclaims  their 
happiness  to  have  been  the  groat  object  of  its  institution; 
and  as  the  best  means  of  promoting  that  object,  it  guar* 
antees  to  all,  and  to  each,  the  same  enjoyment  of  life,  lib- 
erty, and  property. 

Sir,  will  any  man  ?ay  that  the  pledge  given  in  the  coi>. 
stitution  for  tlie  security  of  the  liberty  of  tlie  citizen,  is  n* 
deemed  In  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor  portion  of  the 
community,  by  their  creditors. 

IVill  it,  can  it  be  said,  that  the  practice,  under  the  con- 
stitution, conforms  to  its  theory  }  Sir,  we  abound  in  po- 
litical liberty,  while  we  are  destitute  of  civil  freedom. 
Our  political  laws,  our  constitutions,  proclaim  us  the  fieest 
people  in  the  world.  While  our  civil  laws,  so  far  froip 
conforming,  as  they  ought,  to  the  nature  and  principle  of 
our  government,  subject  us  to  slaver)-.  Sir,  while  it  is  our 
pride  to  have  made  our  political  law — to  have  framed  our 
own  constitutions,  it  is  our  misfortune,  and  our  reproach, 
to  have  adopted  a  foreign  code  of  civil  law.  Our  political 
law  is  republican  ;  our  Civil  law  is  monarchical.  We  won 
our  independence  from  England  by  our  valor;  asserted  our 
freedom  in  our  constitutions,  and  then  voluntarily  became 
her  vassal,  by  adopting  her  laws.  Sir,  the  most  important 
half  of  the  revolution  remains  to  be  achieved.  We  must 
conquer  her  in  hf  r  code  If  we  do  not,  she  will  conquer 
us,  through  that  medium.  It  is  true,  that,  since  our  indq- 
pendence,  we  are  not  subject  as  a  nation  to  her  laws.  But 
it  is  as  troe  that  distributively  as  a  people,  we  arc  stiil  sub- 
ject to  them;  and  imprisonment  for  debt  is  one,  and  not  the 
leastodiotts  and  oppressive  of  those  laws.  A  law,  however 
it  mi^ht  suit  the  constitution  of  a  government  consisting  of 
kings,  lords,  ajid  commons,  but  illy  suits,  he  repeated,  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  our  re  publican  institutions;  a  law  which 
he  considered  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  foul  blot  upon 
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the  escutcheon  of  our  government;  a  blot  which  our  in- 
terest, no  less  than  our  pride,  required  us  to  wipe  off  5  one 
which  he  hoped  would  be  forever  obliterated,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  under  discussion. 

sir,  let  us  look  at  the  practical  operation  of  this  thin^, 
on  the  condition  of  society.  Do  not  one-half  of  our  citi- 
zens, the  debtor  half,  hold  their  liberty  by  a  courtesy  ten- 
ure, of  the  other  half }  It  is  worse  than  a  courtesy  tenure. 
In  that,  there  are  certain  facts,  whic.h  give  certainly  to 
the  tenure.  But  in  this,  there  can  be  no  certain  criterion. 
Who  may  be  debtor,  and  who  creditor^  depends  upon  the 
ever  varying  condition  of  human  affairs  and  human  agen- 
cy. A  man  may  be  creditor  to  day,  and  debtor  toj^nor- 
row.  We  are  told,  fi*om  very  high  authority,  "  that  riches 
make  to  themselvies  wings  and  nee  away."  No  man  know- 
eth  what  a  day  may  produce  ;  no  man's  condition  is  ex- 
clusively within  hb  own  control.  If  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen  were  made  to  depend  upon  the  constancy  of  mu- 
tation or  change  in  the  condition  of  man,  then  indeed  it 
would  be  perpetual.  But^^  as  the  law  now  is,  no  man  can 
make  a  contract,  or  incur  a  liability,  without  endanger- 
ing his  liberty..  He  is  constrained  to  transact  his  business, 
pn  the  vestibule  of  the  prison  of  his  country. 

Sir,  can  freedom  be  predicated  of  any  society,  in  which 
any  one  of  its  members  may  oppress  any  other,  who  shall 
have  been  unfortunate  ?  In  which  the  want  of  success 
in  the  honest  pursuits  of  life,  shall  draw  after  it  the  loss 
of  liberty  ?  In  which  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate  de- 
pend for  their  freedom,  not  upon  their  government,  but 
upon  the  discretion,  01-  the  caprice,  of  the  prosperous  and 
the  wealthy  }  Sir,  liberty  la  the  wealtli  of  the  poor  man  ; 
bereaved  of  the  good  things  of  this  bfe,  he  has  nothing 
else  left,  with  which  to  console  himself;  he  has  no  will  to 
make  ;  he  has  no  valuables  to  bequeath  to  his  childi-en ; 
the  fruits  of  the  toil  of  his  life  have  been  exausted  in  rais- 
ing and  educating  them ;  he  has  nothing,  but  the  invalu- 
able, the  inestimable  boon  of  liberty  to  bequeath  to  tliem, 
and  he  should  be  enabled  to  point  exultingly  to  the  con- 
stitution,  and  code  of  his  country,  and  say  to  his  children, 
in  an  emphasis  of  triumph.  The  freedom  which  has  been 
the  solace  and  pride  of  my  life,  you  will  ^nd  there.  Guard 
it,  maintain  it,  vindicate  it  at  every  hazard  ;  when  you 
shall  lose  it,  you  will  have  nothing  left  worth  preserving. 
Sir,  I  repeat,  that  there  is,  and  always  will  be,  in  this  and 
every  society,  a  large  portion  of  its  members  irom  whom, 
when  you  take  their  freedom,  you  take  their  all.  What, 
let  me  ask,  has  the  honest,  but  unfortunate  roan,  who  has 
been  deprived,  by  some  unfortunate  event,  or  sudden 
casualty,  of  the  means  of  meeting  his  engagements,  left, 
but  his  liberty  to  reconcile  him  to  life  ?  AVhat  motive  has 
he  to  figlit  the  battles  of  his  country  ?  How  can  he  be 
benefitted  by  her  victories  ?  Vanquished  or  victorious, 
his  condition  is  the  same.  The  countiy  in  which,  and  the 
government  under  which  he  lives,  belongs  to  the  wealthy, 
not  to  the  poor ;  he  can  exclaim,  with  as  much  emphasis  as 
Cato  did,  **  this  world  was  made  for  Caesar." 

Mr.  President,  what  is  gained  to  credituiiiby  the  incar- 
ceration of  their  debtore  ?  The  debtor  is  not  employed  in 
reducing,  by  his  labor,  the  amount  of  his  debt.  He  can- 
not be  sold,  hired,  or  disposed  of  for  money,  in  any  way 
whatever  {  and  what  is  gained  <o  the  public  by  his  im- 
prisonment? The  volume  of  industrious  rxcrtion,  upon 
which  the  general  welfare  depends,  from  which  the  pub- 
lic prosperity  results,  is  diminished  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  persons  imprlso  led  ;  and  should  the  United 
States  be  engaged  in  war,  i^  strength  would  be  diminish- 
ed in  the  same  proportion  ;  so  that  while  the  unfortunate 
debtor  would  be  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  of  the  socie- 
ty of  his  family  and  friends,  and  while  hisfumi^  might  be 
deprived,  not  only  of  the  comfort  and  protection,  which 
his  presence  gave  them,  but  of  the  sustenance  which  liis 
labor  afforded,  neither  Iiis  creditor  nor  tlie  public  would 
be  at  all  benefitted.     The  majesty  of  the  government 


would  have  been  deg^ded,  by  the  employment  of  its  pro- 
cess, in  the  gratification  of  the  malignity  of  the  creditor. 
He  might  perhaps,  by  torturing  tlie  sympathies  of  the 
friends  or  relatives  of  the  debtor,  succeed  in  wringing 
^m  them  the  amount  of  his  debt.  But  is  it  just  to  al- 
low lum  to  extort  from  their  agonized  sensibilities  the 
debt  of  their  unfortunate  friend,  a  debt  for  which  they 
never  received  any  consideration,  which  they  never  con- 
tracted to  pay,  and  to  the  payment  of  which,  they  were 
under  no  legal  or  moral  obligation  ?  Sir,  the  charities  of 
life,  and  the  sympathies  which  sweeten  its  most  endear- 
ing relations,  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  experiments 
of  extoilion,  which  the  unsated  or  exasperated  avarice  of 
creditors  might  choose  to  make  upon  them.  Government, 
instead  of  lending  its  energies  for  purposes  so  unholy, 
should  elicit,  cherish,  and  protect,  those  kindly  workings 
of  the  human  heart,  which,  as  they  are  above  all  money^ 
estimation,  shpuld  be  exempt  from  moneyed  exactions; 

Sir,  we  have  heard  of  instances,  in  which  the  rights  of 
interment  were  denied  by  the  creditor  to  his  unfortunate 
debtor,  who  had  died  in  custody,  until  the  debt  had  been  ' 
wrung  from  the  fresht  but  credulous  sorrow,  of  his  surviv- 
ing relatives.  But,  Sir,  the  effect  of  imprisonment  upon 
debtors  themselves  is  greatly  to  be  deprecated.  It  has  an 
humbling  effect.  It  has  a  demoralizing  effect.  In  every 
Uepublic,  where  the  will  of  the  people  is  this  governing 
power,  as  it  must  be  in  all  such  governments,  and  as  it 
ought  to  be  in  every  government,  care  should  be  taken 
not  to  pollute  its  sources.  Every  individual  in  the  Repub* 
lie  should  feel  a  constant,  and  proud  consciousness,  that 
his  will  formed  a  constituent  and  justly  proportioned  part 
of  the  governing  volume.  But  when  he  is  torn  from  the 
bosom  of  his  fanuly,  and  of  society,  and  thrown  into  pri- 
son,  denied  the  power  of  either  managing  his  own  or  parti- 
cipating in  the  concerns  of  the  public,  be  is  placed  in  an 
unnatiu-nal  state,  his  faculties  rust  for  the  want  of  employ- 
ment, lie  may,  he  must  be  inactive,  but  he  cannot.be 
idle.  Thp  means  of  useful  or  virtuous  actions  are  denied 
him.  The  motives  cease  with  the  means.  He  either  be- 
comes spiritless  and  languid,  or  wicked  and  vindictive. 
If  the  former,  when  enlarged,  he  is  useless.  His  mind  has 
lost  its  elasticity,  its  spring,  its  pride.  He  is,  at  best*  dur- 
ing the  balance  pf  his  life,  an  inefficient  harmless  being. 
If  the  latter,  he  brings,  when  enlarged,  the  vices  of  the 
prison  into  the  bosom  of  society,  and  propagates  them 
there.  He  is  mischievously  busy,  and  vmdictively  active, 
during  the  balance  of  his  life.  The  prison  has  lost  its  ter- 
rors with  him  j  he  fears  it  less  now  in  its  legitimate  use,  at 
a  punishment  for  crime,  than  he  did  at  first,  as  a  confine- 
ment for  debt :  and  he  is  more  likely  thereafter  to  be  a 
criminal,  than  a  debtor.  Sir,  our  citizens  should  not  be 
made  too  fafulliar  with  our  prisons ;  the  government  needs 
for  the  restraint  and  punishment  of  crime  all  the  ideal  as 
well  as  real  horrors  of  the  prison. 

Let  it  not,  Mr.  President,  be  overlooked,  that,  for  the 
punishment  of  all  the  crimes  which  can  be  perpetrated, 
civil  society  has  but  the  life,  the  liberty,  and  the  property 
of  the  offender,  upon  which  it  can  display  its  punishing 
energies.  It  inflicts  death  for  the  perpetration  of  trea- 
son, muixler,  and  the  other  more  atrocious  crimes.  It  in- 
flicts confinement,  with  or  witliout  hartl  labor,  for  shorter 
or  longer  periods,  as  the  punishment  for  all  the  subordin- 
ate crimes  ;  and,  God  knows,  the^  are  numerous  and  grie- 
vous enough.  The  government  is  under  the  necessity  of 
economizing  its  criminal  fund.  It  consists  exclusively  in 
its  power  over  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  citizen.  It  can 
act  upoB  the  property  of  its  citizens  efficiently,  in  restrain- 
ing und^  punishing  misdemeanors  and  minor  offences. 
Fines  and  amercements  should  be  employed  exclusively 
as  punishmentft,  or  rather  as  the  animadversions  of  go* 
venuncnt,  upon  all  the  acts  of  its  citizens,  which,  though 
reprehensible  and  injurious,  do  not  amount  to  crime,  and 
«ire  denominated  misdemeanors  s  which  are«lhe  result  of 
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frailty  rather  than  wickedness.  Civil  society,  therefore, 
cannot,  wltlioiit  impoverishing  itself,  spare  to  creditors 
the  power  of  imprisoning  their  debtors  «  and  if  it  could, 
U  ought  not. 

Sir,  the  more  a  State  enhances  the  sanctity  of  the  liber- 
ty of  its  citizens,  in  their  own  estimation  ;  by  so  much  the 
more  it  enhances  its  own  power  of  restraining  and  pun- 
ishing crime  ;  and  what  is  of  no  less  importance,  it  pro- 
motes, by  so  much  the  more,  a  vigorous  and  healthy  ac 
tion  in  the  body  politic.  Imprisonment,  mflicted  as  th$ 
punishment  of  crime,  loses  much  of  its  terror  and  its  force, 
oy  the  consideration,  that  it  is  inflicted  indiscrinunately 
upon  the  innocent,  the  unfortunate,  and  the  guilty.  This 
circumstance,  while  it  diminishes  the  ignominy  of  impri- 
sonment, in  relation  to  the  criminal,  aggravates  it  most 
mercilessly,  in  relation  to  the  debtor.  The  first  views  it 
with  less  horror,  because  he  sees  it  inflicted  upon  the  in- 
nocent ;  the  latter  abhors  it,  because  he  sees  it  inflicted 
upon  the  guilty.  The  use  of  imprisonment,  in  the  case  of 
debtors,  is  an  abuse  of  it  in  relation  to  criminals.  Mr. 
President,  liberty  is  the  jewel  of  a  republic  » it  is  the  gol- 
den chain  which  connects  life  uith  property;  without 
liberty,  property  cannot  be  acquired,  or  enjoy td  ;  life, 
without  liberty,  is  dull  mechanism  \  it  is  respimtion  •,  it  is 
vegetation  ;  a  condition  to  which  no  Stute  should  permit 
any  of  its  citizens  to  be  reduced,  but  upon  the  most  urgent 
necessity  (  in  a  republic  no  such  necessity  can  exist ;  on 
the  contrary,  there  is  in  such  a  government,  a  necessity 
that  such  a  condition  should  not  be  permitted  to  exist « 
nothing  but  the  power  of  defending  itself  against  the  ef- 
fects of  crime  can  justify  imprisonment,  in  a  free  govern- 
ment. Freedom  is  a  mere  illusion,  a  mockery  in  an^  go- 
vernment, which  permits  the  imprisonment  of  its  inno- 
cent citizens. 

Surely,  Mr.  President,  it  will  not  be  asserted,  by  the 
advocates  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  that  the  mere  act  of 
being  indebted,  or  of  failing  to  pay  a  debt,  according  to 
contract,  is  u  crime.  That  there  is  much  perfidy,  insin- 
cerity, and  even  fraud,  practised  by  many  debtors,  must 
be  admitted  by  every  man  of  observation.  But  that  all 
debtors,  or  even  a  majority  of  them,  are  fraudulent,  must 
be  denied  by  all,  who  are  not  prepared  to  blush  that  they 
are  men.  Sir,  the  fac^  that  a  majority  of  mankind  are  dis- 
posed to  act  honestly,  iii  their  transactions,  is  as  consoling 
to  the  philanthropist,  as  the  fact,  that  there  arc  some  dis- 
honest and  fraudulent,  is  mortifying.  The  supposition 
that  all,  or  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  any  State,  are 
dishonest,  strikes  at  the  root  of  civil  society.  The  great 
compact,  which  binds  civil  society  together,  implies  con- 
fidence in  the  honesty  of  its  members.  This  confidence, 
which  sustains  the  social  fabric,  which  constitutes  its  foun- 
dation, its  only  basis,  runs  up  through  all  its  mechanism, 
and  governs  all  its  relations ;  it  is  matter  of  as  much  ne- 
cessity, to  presume  honesty  in  the  parties  to  an  indivi<lual 
contract,  as  in  the  parties  to  the  social  compact.  .That 
every  man  shall  be  presumed  to  have  acted  honestly,  un- 
til the  C(mtrary  is  proved,  is  a  maxim  of  as  much  applica- 
tion and  force,  hi  the  poIitic;il,  as  the  civil  code  ;  it  is  na- 
tural and  necessar>^  If,  upon  every  imputation  of  guilt, 
the  proof  of  his  innocence  was  thrown  upon  the  accused, 
conviction  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  impu- 
tation. Indeed  imputation,  or  rather  accusation,  would 
imply  conviction.  Distrust  would,  of  course,  supply  the 
place  of  confidence,  and  society  would  be  instantly  dis- 
solved. But  man  is  happily  so  organized,  that  the  path  of 
his  interest  is  the  path  of  his  duty.  The  maxim  *'that 
honesty  is  the  best  policy,'*  has  the  foundation  of  its  truth, 
in  his  organic  structure.  It  has  the  sanction  of  his  judg- 
ment, not  less  thun  the  bias  of  his  nature  ;  he  is  naturally 
selfish,  and  led  by  that  principle  in  search  of  his  hapni- 
ncss  :  he  is  social  in  his  nature,  and  led  by  that  principle, 
to  regard,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  happiness,  that  of  his 
neighbour  t  he  is  religious  in  his  nature,  and  led  by  that 
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principle,  to  regulate  his  selfish  and  his  social  acts,  by  the 
will  of  his  Creator,  as  disclosed  in  the  volume  of  nature, 
brightened  by  the  great  torch  of  revelation.  How  absurd 
then  is  it  to  suppose,  that  indebtedness  implies  g^ilt « 
that  the  failure  to  pay  a  debt,  according  to  contract,  im- 
biles  fraud }  That  failures  are  frequent,  is  admitted  ;  and 
what  do  tliey  prove  .^  Why,  that  man  is  a  frail,  impotent, 
short-sighted  being ;  controlled  by  circumstances,  instead 
of  controlling  them  ;  that  his  misfortunes  are  more  nume- 
rous  than  his  crimes ;  that  he  is  oflener  the  victim  of  weak- 
ness than  of  wickedness.  Why,  then,  he  asked,  should 
the  cat:Uogue  of  his  misfortunes  be  swelled,  by  superad- 
ding to  the  loss  of  his  property,  that  greatest  of  all  calam- 
ities, the  loss  of  his  liberty  ?  And  why  should  this  last 
and  greatest  evil,  be  aggravated  by  the  imputation  of 
guilt,  and  consequent  ignominy } 

Sir,  I  have  been  labouring  to  shew  that  guih  ought 
not  to  be  impute<l  to  debtors ;  that  indebtedness  is  not  a 
crime  ;  that  the  failure  of  debtors  is  not,  in  the  general, 
matter  of  choice,  but  of  necessity  :  but,  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  I  am  wrong,  in  all  my  views,  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  to  be  indebted  is  a  crime  ;  to  whom,  let  me  ask, 
does  it  belong  to  ascertain  and  punish  the  offence  }  Sure- 
ly not  to  the  creditor !  The  public  interest  requires  that 
^stry  uflender  should  be  punished ;  and  justice  requires 
that  the  punishment  should,  in  every  instance,  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  offence.  Now  the  g^iilt  of  the  debtor  was 
incurred,  either  in  contracting  the  debt,  or  in  failing  to 
comply  with  his  contract.  If  in  contracting  the  debt,  then 
the  creditor  participated  equally  with  the  debtor,  in  the 
guilt  of  the  transaction ;  for  it  takes  two,  at  least,  to  make 
a  contract — and  being  equally  guilty,  should  be  equally 
punished ;  and  if  imprisonment  is  a  just  punishment  for 
the  guilt  of  the  debtor,  it  should  be  inflicted  upon  the 
creditor  also  ; — and  w^  know,  from  observation,  that  the 
moral  guilt  of  the  creditor,  if  there  be  |^ilt  in  the  transac« 
tion,  is  frequently  greater  than  that  of  the  .debtor.  The 
credit  is  always  extended  in  the  hope  of  gain,  and  not 
unfrequently  of  inordinate  gain.  The  debtor,  in  manv  in- 
stances, is  led  to  contract  the  debt  by  the  urgency  of  his 
wants.  The  creditor  takes  advantage  of  that  urgency,  to 
obtain  an  extravagant  price  for  his  commodity,  or  an  in- 
ordinate usury  for  his  forbearance  ;  he  usually  pays  him- 
self, for  whatever  risk  he  incurs,  in  the  advantage  which 
he  obtains  by  the  contract.  For,  Mr.  President,  irf  al- 
most all  contracts,  the  advantage  is  on  the  side  of  the  cred- 
itors ;  they  are  the  wealthy,  and  wealth,  I  repeat,  is  pow- 
er. Now,  sir,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  debtor  has, 
either  in  contracting,  or  failing  to  pay  the  debt,  commit- 
ted the  crime,  can  the  creditor  be  safely  trusted,  to  inflict 
the  punishment?  In  that,  as  id  every  other  class  of  offen- 
ces, there  are  different  degrees  of  guilt 

If  the  creditor  be  sympathetic  and  indulgent,  he  may 
not  imprison  his  debtor  {  if  he  be  avaricious,  and  l\i8  deb- 
tor possesses  the  means  to  bribe  him,  (and  even  Cerberus 
can,  as  we  are  told,  be  soothed  by  a  crumb,)  he  may  for- 
bear to  punish  him.  The  m«n  who  contracted  debt,  with 
the  most  fraudulent  intentions,  may  escape  punishment  \ 
may  go  at  large  and  enjoy  his  freedom,  while  the  strictly 
honest,  but  unfortunate  debtor,  who  is  unable,  from  his 
poverty,  to  bribe  his  creditor ;  or,  whose  creditor  shall  be 
so  callous  as  to  be  unmoved  by  his  distresses,  may  be  torn 
from  his  family  and  thrown  into  a  jail.  Besides,  the  deb.- 
tor  and  creditor  are  equal  in  natural  and  political  rights; 
as  men,  and  as  citizens,  they  are  equal ;  their  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor  is  accidental.  The  idea  of  permitting 
the  creditor  to  punish  his  debtor,  is  at  war  with  their  na- 
tural and  political  equality  ;  of  two  equal  bodies,  whether 
in  the  natural,  moral,  or  political  world,  neither  can  con- 
trol the  other.  Punishment  can  only  be  inflicted  by  the 
sovereign.  Coming  from  the  seat  of  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  commonwealth,  its  effect  is  felt,  its  justice  ac- 
knowledged, and  its  power  revered  )  coming  from  the 
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hand  of  an  equal,  \\s  effect  is  lost,  and  its  power  contem- 
ned and  defied.  The  object  of  all  punishment  is  reform, — 
The  few  ai*e  punished,  in  all  wise  governments,  that  the 
many  may  be  restrained  and  reformed  ;  but  what  reform- 
ation has  been  wroug'ht  in  this  cotintry,  or  in  England,  by 
the  punishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  during  ^he  last 
three  hundred  years  f  To  what  extent  has  the  gii  It  of 
incurring  debt  been  restrained,  by  permitting  creditors  to 
imprison  their  debtor?,  during  all  that  time  ?  Sir,  imprison- 
ment (or  debt  never  has,  and  never  will,  diminish,  mtich 
less  exting^iish,  the  guilt  (if  guilt  it  may  be  called)  of  in- 
debtedness. People  will  incur  debt,  whenever  they  can 
obtain  credit ;  and  credit  will  always  be  g^ven  when  there 
is  a  hope  to  gain  by  it  When  you  can  extinguish  the 
wants  of  the  debtors,  and  the  avarice  of  the  creditors, 
you  may  hope  to  extinguish  debt,  and  not  till  then.  In 
fine,  you  must  extinguish  society,  you  must  extinguish 
man,  before  you  can  bar.ish  this  guilt  from  the  world.  ^ 

Sir,  if  you  consider  the  debtor  as  a  criminal,  and  im- 
prisonment as  the  punishment  of  his  crime,  you  cannot 
help  perceiving,  that  the  punishment  is  as  unavailing  as  it 
is  unnatural  and  cruel.  But,  again,  if  it  is  a  crime  to  be 
indebted,  why  deprive  the  debtor  of  the  privilege  of  every, 
even  the  most  abhorred,  culurit?  Why  do  you  invert  the 
presumption  of  innocence,  which  shields  the  accused  from 
punishment,  until  his  guilt  is  proved,  and  presume  him 
guilty  without  proof  ?  bir,  when  the  debtor  is  imprisoned 
upon  original  or  mesne  process  {  even  the  fact  of  his  be- 
ing indebted,  is  not  ascertained,  is  not  proved,  nor. does 
the  hw  require  any  proof  of  it,«<»it  takes  the  word  of  the 
creditor  for  that  fact ;  he  brings  his  suit,  and  directs  im- 
prisonment, if  bul  cannot  be  obtained,  and  it  is  done  ac- 
cordingly. Sir,  is  there  a  people  on  e^rth,  having  any 
love  of  liberty,  any  pretensions  to  freedom,  who  would 
submit  long  and  calmly  to  such  a  state  of  things  } 

Again,  upon  the  admission  which  has  been  made  for 
the  sake  of  tlie  argument,  that  debt  is  a  crime,  the  debtor 
baa  a  right,  under  the  constitution,  **  to  a  speedy  and  im- 
partial trial  by  a  jury  of  his  peers,  from  the  vicinage,  to  be 
confronted,  by  the  witnesses  against  him,  and  to  compul- 
sory process,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  in 
his  behalf."  But  the  debtor  is  imprisoned  without  jury, 
without  trial,  without  the  proof  of  witnesses  against  him, 
and  without  the  privilege,  or  power,  of  adducing  proof 
of  his  innocence.  Now,  the  debtor  is  either  innocent,  or 
guilty  ;  if  innocent,  he  ought  not  to  be  imprisoned  $  if 
guilty,  hr*  guilt  should  be  ascertained  and  established  bv 
proof,  in  the  course  of  a  fair,  and  impaKial  trial,  accord- 
iilg  to  the  constitution  of  his  country,  before  be  should 
be  imprisoned  ;  conviction  should,  in  all  cases,  precede 
punishment ;  but,  whether  guilty,  or  inni>cent,  lie  should 
not,  with  or  without  a  trial,  be  imprisoned  by  his  cr^editor. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  told  by  some  of  the  opponents  of 
this  bill,  that  they  have  ag^eat  veneration  for  tlie  common 
law,  and  are  unwilling  to  make  the  innovation  upon  it, 
which  this  bill  contemplates  ;  that  imprisonment  for  debt, 
is  a  ommon  law  regulation,  which  has  existed  for  ages, 
and  been  sanctioned  by  the  intelligence  of  mankind,  dur- 
ing all  that  time  ;  and  they  urge  the  long  continuance  of 
the  rule,  as  conclusive  evidence  of  its  wisdom.  Sir,  it  is 
certainly  true  of  the  common  law,  that  it  is  a  very  ancient, 
and  a  very  wise  system,  and  that  its  antiquity  is  no  small 
evidence  of  its  wt.^om.  But  has  imprisonment  for  debt 
the  authority  of  the  common  law  in  its  favour  ?  Is  it  of 
common  law  origin  >  If  I  believed  it  was,  I,  like  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  advanced  the  sentiment,  shoulil  be  slow 
to  question  its  wisdom ;  1  should  hesitate  before  I  consent- 
ed to  abrogate  it ;  for  I  consider  the  common  law  the  most 
perfect,  the  most  sublimated  system  of  niles,  for  tlie  con- 
•  duct  of  man,  in  a  state  of  civil  society,  that  is  to  be  found  in 
the  histon'  of  the  world ;  a  system  which  defines  his  right», 
and  regttlates  his  conduct,  with  a  more  just  regard  to  his  life, 
bb  liberty,  and  his  property,  tluin  any  other,  which  has  ob- 


tained amongst  men  ;  a  system  most  happily  suited  to  se- 
cure the  personal  liberty  and  promote  the  happiness  of 
men,  in  all  the  conditions  and  relations  to  which  they  are 
incident,  in  a  state  of  civil  society :  the  only  svstem  which 
I  can,  without  the  violation  of  modesty,  exult  m  the  boast, 
!  «*  that  it  is  the  perfection  of  reason." 
j      Sir,  I,  like  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  me,  claim  the 
;  su  )port  of  the  common  law  upon  this  question  ;  the  gen- 
I  tic  men  will  pardon  me,  when  I  tell  them  that  they  labor 
I  un  Jer  an  illusion  as  to  the  common  law  doctrines,  in  re- 
'  feicnce  to  civil  imprisonment ;  it  knew  of  no  such  thing ; 
j  th«:re  was  no  imprisonment  for  debt  by  the  contmon  law  } 
I  tb:it  system  left  the  creditor,  in  relation  to  his  debtor, 
,  upon  the  only  ground  which  he  could  justly  or  rationally 
occupy ;  the  ground  on  which  he  had  placed  himself  by 
his  contrrct  ?  it  gave  him  access,  by  execution,  to  the 
property  ot  his  debtor,  but  forbade  him  to  pro^ne  his 
person  ;  it  not  only  did  not  permit  the  creditor  to  tear 
the  debtor  from  his  family,  and  immure  him  in  a  prison, 
but  it  exempted  the  beasts  of  the  plough  from  the  exe- 
cution of  the  creditor,  for  the  support  of  the  family  of 
the  debtor.     Ami  in  this  we  see,  not  only  the  reason  but 
the  humanity  of  that  wise  system.    Sir,  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  the  •creditor,  in  the  contract,  contemplated 
the  body  of  the  debtor  as  the  fund  out  of  which  his  mo- 
nev  was  to  be  made  ;  he  surveyed  the  condition  of  his 
debtor,  and  inferred  his  solvency  from  his  possessions, 
not  from  his  person.    The  common  law  rated  the  person- 
al liberty  of  the  subject  above  all  price.    One  of  its  most 
favorite  maxims  is,  '*  that  the  least  corporal  punishment 
is  greater  than  the  greatest  possible  amercement."    It 
would  not,  therefore,  permit  the  creditor  to  take  the 
body  of  the  debtor,  instead  of  his  property ;  to  violate 
his  contract  by  the  violation  of  the  personal  sanctity  and 
liberty  of  his  debtor.     It  would  not  permit  the  debtor,  if 
he  were  so  disposed,  to  contract  for  his  imprisonment ; 
still  less  would  it  sanction  or  enforce  such-  a  contract. 
Sir,  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  next  to  life,  was  the  fa- 
vorite of  the  common  law  ;  he  could  be  imprisoned  only 
for  crime,  and  in  that  case,  only  by  the  sovereign  power. 
I  repeat.  Sir,  that  imprisonment  for  debt,  so  far  from 
being  sanctioned  by  the  common  law,  was  unknown  to 
it,*and  reprobated  by  its  spirit,  its  analogies,  and  its  prin- 
ciples.    The  Senators  from  South  Carolina  have  mista- 
ken, if  they  will  permit  me  to  say  so,  statutory  interpo- 
lations into  that  system,  for  the  system  itself.     The  anti- 
quity of  those  statutory  inroads  upon  the  symmetry  of  that 
most  excellent  system,  was  well  calculated  to  superin- 
duce the  error  into  which  tliese  learned  Senators  have 
fallen. 

Sir,  if  the  States  in  this  Union  had  adopted  the  com- 
mon law,  the  whole  common  law,  and  nothing  but  the 
common  law,  imprisonment  for  debt  would  have  been 
unknown  in  our  land,  and  they  would  have  possessed  a 
code  of  law  as  favorable  to  civil  freedom  as  their  Consti- 
tutions were  suited  to  political  liberty.  The  common 
law,  before  it  was  defiled  by  statutory  innovations,  might 
have  been  admired  as  the  impenetrable  -£gis  ot  civil  li- 
berty. But  the  States,  in  adopting  it,  adopted  with  it 
the  statutes  of  England,  in  furtherance  (as  they  were 
miscalled)  of  its  provisions  ;  and  the  g^*e&t  misfortune  is, 
that  those  statutes,  and  the  judicial  interpretations,  or  ra- 
ther, in  many  instances,  pen-ersions  of  them,  arc  mistak- 
en for  the  common  law  itself.  Sir,  it  was  not  until  the 
reign  of  the  thirtl  Henry,  that  civil  imprisonment  was 
known  or  tolerated  In  England.  It  had  its  origin,  not  in 
the  intelligence  of  the  nation,  but  in  the  power  and  ava- 
rice of  the  barons  of  England.  It  was  nut  invoked  by 
th«  reason  of  tlie  people,  but  obtruded  upon  tliem  by  the 
aristocracy  of  wealth  and  title.  The  barons  of  that  reign, 
obtained  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  whereby  it 
WAS  ordained  **  that  bailiffs,  or  stewards,  who  failed  to 
account  to  their  lords,  if  they  withdrew  themselves,  and 
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had  no  lands  or  tenements,  whereby  they  miglU  be  dis-  I 
trained  upon  by  the  co-nmr)n  wiit  of  attachment,  should 
be  attached  by  their  bodies."  Sir,  I  bejf  the  Senate  to 
observe  with  v^hat  caution,  and  under  what  limitations, 
this  monster,  civil  imprisonment,  makes  its  first  appear- 
ance : — none  "but  barons  can  imprison — and  their  lord- 
ships can  only  imprison  tlieir  fraudulent  bailiff's  or  stew- 
ards, and  them  only  wlien  they  shall  have  embezzled  the 
money  of  Iheir  lords,  and  failed  to  account  with  them  ; 
and  not  even  then,  unless  they  abscond,  havinf^  no  lands 
or  tenements.  The  reluctance  with  which  the  common 
\ikvf  yielded  tn  this  first  encroachment  of  the  power  of 
wealth  upon  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  cannot  escape  the 
observation  of  the  Senate.  It  is  restrained  id  its  applicai^ 
tion  to  a  siug^le- class  of  debtors,  and  that  in  very  special 
and  imposing  cases  only.  It  is  accorded  to  but  one  class 
of  creditors,  and  when  the  poverty  and 'paucity  of  the 
debtors  are  considered,  in  contrast  with  the  number  and 
wealth  of  the  barons,  we  arc  led  rather  to  admire  the  suc- 
cess of  the  resistance  made  by  the  common  law  against 
such  an  assault  upon  its  principles,  than  to  reproach  it  for 
yielding  to  the  inroad.  The  jealousy,  too,  which  it  dis- 
played in  construing  the  statute,  evinced  its  strong  aver- 
sion to  the  odious  innovation.  The  judges  held  the 
barons  to  the  very  letter  of  the  act ;  for,  if  the  steward 
had  embezzled  the  money  of  his  Jonl,  and  refused  to  ac- 
count, but  did  not  abscond,  he  could  not  be  imprisoned  ; 
or,  if,  having  embezzled  the  money,  refused  to  account, 
and  absconded,  he  could  not,  if  he  owned  but  one  acre 
of  laird,  be  imprisoned  by  his  lord ;  a  concurrence  of  all 
th^  requisitions  of  the  act  were  necessary  to  authonze 
the  imprisonment.  It  was  vain  to  urg^  that  the  bailiff 
had  enjoyed  and  abused  the  confidence  of  his  lord,  had 
embezzled  his  money,  refused  to  account,  and  had  ab- 
sconded, he  could  not  be  imprisoned  if  he  had  left  one 
rood  of  land  ;  so  regardful  was  the  common  law  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject — so  averse  to  violate  it. 

Sir,  it  was  reserved  for  the  power  of  wealth,  in  a  more 
active  and  diffused  state,  to  give  more  extended  effect  to 
this  unhallowed  innovation  upon  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  the  wealth  of  the  barons  con.sisted  mainly  in  lands  : 
it  was  as  inoperative  as  it  was  unwieldy.  The  love  of 
liberty  with  which  agriculture  inspires  its  practical  vota- 
ries, was  too  strong  to  be  extinguished  by  the  sluggish 
power  of  baronial  wealth  ;  public  sentiment  was  not  pre- 
pared to  sanction  the  perversion  of  the  powers  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
It  remained  for  the  more  active  power  of  commercial 
wealth  to  carry,  at  a  subsequent  period,  the  principle  6f 
imprisonment  for  debt,  one  stepfiirther  thjin  it  had  been 
pushed  by  the  influence  of  the  barons.  They  had  <  b- 
tained  the  power  of  imprisoning  their  bailiffs  only.  T,ie 
merchants  obtained  the  passage  ofan  act  of  paiftament.  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  authorizing  them  to  i  n- 
prisun  their  debtors.  This  matter,  Mr.  President,  v  as 
got  up  and  carried  throagh  Parliament  as  a  tariff  measu  'e. 
That  weak  Prince  seemed  to  have  entei*ed,  most  heartily, 
into  the  views  of  the  coaKtion  ; — yes,  Sir,  a  coalition  be- 
tween the  barons  and  the  merchants,  to  humble  the  pru>id 
spirit  of  freedom  in  that  countr}'.  By  the  influence  of 
the  coalition,  the  Parliament  taxed  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  promote  the  spirit  of  mercantile  enterprize,  and 
encourage  merchandize  in  the  kingdom ;  that  was  the 
avowed  reason  for  pairing  this  law .  It  was'  in  the  pro- 
cess  of  taxing  one  interest  to  encourage  another,  under 
color  of  regulating  the  labor  and  the  interests  of  all  classes 
of  the  community^  that  the  liberty  of  the  debtor  was  sa- 
crificed to  the  avarice  of  the  creditor ;  the  freetlom  of 
the  poor  to  the  cupidity  of  the  rich.  The  law  obtained 
by  the  barons  against  tiit-ir  bailiffs,  backed  by  the  con- 
centrated power  of  all  descriptions  of  wealth,  had,  by 
its  secret,  but  unceasing  operation  upon  public  sentiment, 
prepared  it  for  the  enacUoh  of  the  law  in  favor  of  mer- 


chants ;  and  the  passage  of  the  law  in  favor  of  the  latter, 
still  farther  prepared  the  public  mi  ml  for  the  passage  of 
another  law,  during  the  same  reign,  increasing  the  power 
of  the  barons  over  their  bailiffs.  By  the  last  law,  the  hi- 
ron,  upon  the  mere  failure  of  his  bailiff  to  account,  cDuld, 
without  any  thing  more  or  fartl»er  on  the  part  of  the 
bailiff,  throw  him  into  jail,  there  to  remain  in  irons,  until 
he  should  accoimt  satisfactorily.  But  the  barons  and  the 
merchants  were  not  the  only  wealthy  classes  in  the  king- 
dom ;  not  the  only  persons  whose  wealth  entitled  them 
to  the  power  of  imprisoning  their 'debtors  ;  the  people 
had  grown  familiar  with  civil  imprisonment  ;  their  vene- 
ration for  liberty  had  abated,  in  prop^irtion  to  the  fre- 
quency of  its  profanation  ;  what  had  at  first  been  resisted 
by  all,  as  an  innovation  upon  the  common  law,  and  a 
grievous  encroachment  upon  their  liberty,  was  now  ad- 
vocated by  all  denominations  of  creditors  as  a  remedial 
measure.  Every  creditor  asserted  his  rigfht  to  the  same 
rigfor  of  renoedy  against  his  debtor,  that  had  been  accord- 
ed to  the  barons  and  the  merchants.  The  barons  and  the 
merchants  had  no  motive  to  resist^  but  every  motive  to 
assist  and  second  this  claim .  But  still  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  were  unsubdued  in  their  spirit ;  but  their  love 
of  liberty,  although  shaken,  was  not  conquered.  It  was 
not  until  the  reign  of  the  tliinl  Edward,  that  imprison- 
ment was  allowed  in  cases  of  debt  and  detinue.  It  was 
extended  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  in  that  reign,  to  those 
actions,  and  thus  the  law  stood,  until,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Seventh,  when,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  civil 
imprisonment  was  extended  to  actions  on  the  case.  Be- 
fore this  statute  none  but  the  barons,  the  merchants,  and 
plaintiffs,  in  debt  and  detinue,  could  imprison  tlieir  debt- 
ors. But,  by  this  statute,  imprisonment  was  almost  in- 
definitely extended ;  none,  indeed,  could  escape  afler 
the  passage  of  this  act,  but  the  defendants,  in  actions  of  , 
covenant  and  of  annuities  ;  and  they  were  not  long  indulg* 
ed  with  this  immunity ;  for,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Eigltth,  imprisonment  was  extended  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  them  ;  and  thus  ended  the  freedom  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  after  a  struggle  of  mor«  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifly  years ;  a  struggle  as  glorious  as  it  was 
protracted.  Mr.  President,  In  what  other  country  was 
such  a  conflict  ever  witnessed  ;  a  conflict  between  the 
aristocracy  and  the  people  of  a  State,  continued  for 
nearly  two  centuries,  without  intermission  !  The  assail- 
ants never  pausing  in  their  pursuit,  while  any  thing  was 
left  to  be  achieved  by  perseverance ;  the  assailed  ne- 
ver ceasing  to  resist,  while  any  thing  was  left  them 
to  defend.  Sir,  when  this  conflict  commenced,  the 
people  of  England  were  free  ;  their  civil  code  was  the 
freest  and  the  wisest  in  the  world ;  their  political  code 
was  a  compound  of  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  republi- 
canism. The  common  law,  so  far  as  it  related  to  per- 
sonal rights,  was  a  purely  republican  system,  and  suited 
the  representative  principle,  which  was  the  republican 
feature  in  the  political,  or  organic  law  of  the  kingdom  ; 
sucii  was  the  effect  of  the  freedom  of  their  civil,  united 
with  the  representative  principle  of  their  political  code, 
as  to  make  their  government  practically  republican,  while 
it  was,  in  theory,  a  monarchy.  It  was  substantially  a  re- 
public in  the  mask  of  a  monarchy,  and  the  strong  and 
protracted  resistance  made  by  the  people  to  the  en- 
croachments of  the  aristocracy  upon  their  liberty,  by  the 
infliction  of  civil  imprisonment,  resulted  from  the  harmo- 
ny of  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  with  the  repre- 
sentative feature  of  their  government ;  and  of  both  with 
the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  man*  The  political  free- 
dom of  England,  so  fkr  as  it  depeuded  upon  the  repre- 
sentative principle  in  her  constitution,*  still  remains,  but 
the  civil  freedom  of  that  ctmntry  expired  when  the  sta- 
tute of  Henry  the  Eighth  received  the  royal  sanction  ; 
from  that  moment  every  man  in  England  (with  Uie  ex- 
ception of  ^e  nobles,  who  never  were  subject  to  civil 
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imprisoment)  held  bis  liberty  at  the  discretion  of  his 
creditors.  Sir,  I  have  thus  briefly  attempted  to  rescue 
the  common  law  from  the  imputatiou  of  iiaving  inflicted, 
or  sanctioned  the  infliction,  of  civil  imprisonment  upon 
the  people  of  England*  I  have  done  this  by  printing  to 
the  source  whence  it  origrinated,  and  showing  the  time 
and  manner  of  its  introduction. 

Sir,  the  acts  of  Parliament,  to  wliich  I  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  House,  are  those  only  which  originated 
and  successively  extended  the  power  of  imprisonment  to 
all  classes  of  creditors  and  to  every  species  of  civil  action. 
^  have.  Sir,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  overlooked  twm  sta- 
tutes, passed  in  relation  to  civil  imprisonment ;  not  in  the 
spirit  of  the  acts  which  established  it,  but  to  mitigate  the 
rigor  of  that  spirit ;  permU  me  barely  to  refer  to.  their 
import  and  object :  they  were,  the  first,  an  act  requiring 
the  plaintiff  to  endorse  upon  the  process  the  nature  of 
his  action,  and  directing  the  officer  to  be  governed,  in 
the  service  ot  the  process,  by  that  endorsement,  in  per 
mitting  or  refusing  bail  to  the  party  arrested.     The  se- 
cond was  an  act  to  restrain  and  punish  the  abuses  which 
were  practised  by  the  officers  of  the  law,  in  carrying  in- 
to  effect  the  provisions  of  the  first.     And,  Sir,  what  were 
the  abuses  intended  to  be  restrained  and  punished  ^  And 
who  were  the  officers  who  practised  these  abuses  ?  The 
officers  were  lawyers,  judges,  bailiffs,  &c.     The  abuses 
were  their  oppression  of  debtors,  by  fraud,  corruption, 
perjury,  bribery,  ami  extortion.    Sir,  they  are  recited  in 
ihe  preamble  to  the  law  ;  lawyers  Empson  and  Dudly 
obtained  a  conspicuous  infamy,  and  the  infamous  death 
of  the  gallows,  for  their  oppressions  and  their  crimes,  in 
relaiion  to  civil  imprisonnnieiit  in  the  progress  of  its  esta- 
blishment.     There   were  other  persons,  distinguished 
functionaries  of  the  government,  to  whom  it  is  not  neces- 
aai-y  to  make  special  reference,  who  also  expiated  on  the 
gallows  tlie  g^ilt  of  their  uniioly  participation  in  the  op- 
pression of  the  people.     Sir,  there  was,  as  I  have  stated, 
a  radical  discordance  between  the  civil  and  politicah:ode 
of  England  ;  but  the  civil  was  made,  by  the  power  of 
wealth  and  of  title^  to  conform  to  the  nature,  spirit,  and 
principle  of  the  political ;  the  spirit  of  royalty,  of  nobility, 
and  of  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  which  characterized  the 
government,  was  infused  into  and  impressed  upon  the 
civil  code  of  the  country ;  and  it  was  the  misfortune  of 
tlie  United  States  to  adopt  that  system  after  it  lost  all  its 
republican  simplicity,  and  had  been  polluted,  ii^  the  man- 
ner I  have  mentioned,  bv  the  interpolations  of  aristocracy. 
Sir,  the  States  were,  when  they  adopted  this  system,  in 
a  condition  not  very  propitious  to  deliberate  scrutiny. 
They  had,  in  common  with  the  other  subjects  of  the 
monarch,  from  whose  tyranny  they  had  but  just  escaped, 
beceme  familiar  with  civil  imprisonment ;  they  had  worn 
the  yoke  so  long  that  it  had  ceased  to  gall  them  ;  their 
attention,  of  course,  was  not  directed  by  their  sufferings 
to  the  consideration  of  that  subject ;  and,  if  it  had  been, 
they  had  not  leisure  to  consider  it ;  and,  if  they  had  pos- 
sessed leisure,  they  were  not  in  a  condition  favorable  to  the 
serutinous  deliberation  which  the  subject  required  ;  they 
were  but  just  emerging  from  their  revolutionary  strug- 
gles; they  had  aciueved  their  political  liberty,  form- 
ed their  free  constitutions,    and,  exhilarated  with  the 
joys  inseparable  from  their  triumphs,  never  dreamed  of 
oppression  from  their  civil  codes  \  never  dreamed  that, 
although  tliey  had  conquered  England,  the  civil  code  of 
England,  which  they  had  adopted,   might  reconquer 
them.    But,  Sir,  that  is  not  now  our  condition  ;  we  have 
leisure  for  deliberation,  and  are  unexcited  and  ought  to 
decide  whether,  while  calmly  ehjoyiug  the  political  liber- 
ty achieved  for,  and  bequeathed  to  us,  by  our  revolu- 
tionary forefathers,  we  should  continue  to  submit  to  the 
oppressions  of  civil  imprisonment  which  they  could  not 
tucceaafully  re«st. 
8ir«  it  bat  always  seemed  to  me  strange  that  we  should 


be  so  willing  to  adopt,  and  incorporate  into  our  code,  a 
system  which  was  obtruded  upon  the  people  of  England 
by  the  worst  influences  of  wealth,  aided  by  the  most 
corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  the  functionaries  of  the 
government.  A  system  that  discolored  th^  history  of  the 
times  in  which  it  was  introduced,  not  less  by  the  oppres- 
sions which  it  inflicted  than  by  the  corruptions  and  obli- 
quities  by  which  it  was  propagated  and  maintained  ;  a 
system  which,  while  it  is  sustained  by  the  power  of 
wealth,  is  reprobated  by  the  reason  and  humanity  of  all 
mankind. 

Sir,  what  are  the  benevolent  associations  throughout 
England  ;  aye,  all  Christendom,  for  the  relief  of  impris- 
oned debtors }  VfhsX  the  daily  contributions  made  by 
even  the  poor  and  the  needy,  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of 
imprisonment  for  debt  ?  What  but  the  tacit,  the  unceas- 
ing rebellion  of  reason  and  humanity  against  this  wretched 
system  ?  Sir,  we  exult  in  our  government  as  the  freest  on 
earth,  and  yet  there  is  not  a  free  man  within  it,  who  may 
not  be  deprived  of  his  freedom,  whenever,  by  any  of  those 
innumerable  casualties  to  which  all  human  plans  are  inci- 
dent, he  shall  be  rendered  unable  to  meet  his  engage- 
ments. W.e  boast  of  our  free  institutions,  and  yet  are 
continually  soliciting  and  bestowing  g^tuities  to  relieve 
our  incarcerated  fellow  citizens. 

We  refuse  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  while  we 
are  daily  weeping  over  the  miseries  of  imprisoned  debt- 
ors. Strange  infatuation ! !  We  would  pour  out  our  blood 
fike  water,  to  vindicate  our  freedom  from  foreign  aggres- 
sion, and  yet  cherish  domestic  tyranny  ;  as  if  the  loss  of 
liberty  were  not  the  same,  whether  inflicted  by  the  Cos- 
sacks of  Russia  or  by  our  creditors  at  home.  How  long, 
Mr.  President,  is  this  fatal  illusion  to  la.«t  ?  When  >vill 
the  people  awaken  to  a  practical  knowledge  of  flifeir 
rights  }  When  will  they  become  convinced  that  no  peo-  • 
pie  can  be  free,  whatever  may  be  the  theory  of  their  go- 
vernment, who  permit  imprisonment  for  debt  ?  When, 
Mr.  President,  will  they  learn  tliat  punctuality  is  not,  / 
cannot,  be  promoted  by  imprisonment  ?  That  a  jail  is  not 
the  best  school  for  the  inculcation  of  corfect  morals  ? 

When,  Sir,  let  me  ask  emphatically,  will  they  learn  * 
that  the  fear  of  corporal  punishment,  if  it  operates  at  all, 
will  make  slaves  ot  those  on  whom  it  operates  .'  That  it 
is  the  motive  to  action  with  the  abject  and  slavish  only  ? 
Sir,  let  me  ask,  with  increased  emphasis,  when  they  will 
learn  that  the  most  effectual  way  to  influence  freemen  is 
to  address  their  pride— to  appeal  to  their  conscious  self- 
worth  ? 

Make  punctuality  a  point  of  honor  with  our  citizens, 
Mr.  President,  and  there  is  nothing  >vithin  the  scope  of 
their  utmost  energies  which  they  will  not  achie\'e  ttf  "* 
maintain  it.  In  that  way,  Sir,  you  will  cultivate  a  senti- 
ment, which,  while  it  promotes  punctuality  in  contracts, 
much  more  effectually  than  imprisonment  can  do,  will 
form  a  guarantee  for  the  continuance  of  our  free  institu- 
tions ;  and  upon  which  the  country  may  rely  in  eraergeR. 
cies,  more  than  upon  any  physical  force  which  can  be 
arrayed  in  its  favor.  Sir,  let  us  not  forget  here,  and  let  it 
never  be  forgotten  elsewhere,  that  the  strength  of  a  frc> 
government,  consists  essentially  in  moral,  nut  in  physical 
force. 

Sir,  let  the  civil  regulations  engage  the  affections  of 
the  people,  by  protecting  their  rights,  and  securing  them 
from  violence  and  oppression  of  every  kind.  Let  them 
know  and  feel  that  their  political  condition  cannot  be 
improved  by  the  substitution  of  any  other  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  they  will  give  perpetuity  to  their  own.  They 
aim  to  be  happy,  and  once  possessed  of  tliat  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  that  code  of  laws,  which  conduce  most  to 
the  attainment  of  that  g^at  end,  they- will  support — they 
will  perpetuate  them. 

But  they  cannot  be  happy  in  a  prison;  the}^  cannot  be 
happy  under  a  constant  liability  to  be  thrown  into  prison. 
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They  cannot  be  happy  unless  they  are  free  ;  and  they 
cannot  be  free  while  they  are  liable  to  be  imprisoned  for 
debt.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  it  is  necessary  to  the 
happiness  of  the  people  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  insti- 
tutions, that  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  abolished. 
And,  Mr.  President,  vhat  valid  objection — valid,  did  I 
say — what  plausible  objection  can  be  alleged  against  the 
abolition  of  civil  imprisonment  ?  It  is  said  by  one  gentle- 
man that  this  regulation  has  so  connected  and  intertwined 
itself  with  our  civil  proceedings,  that  we  cannot  well 
foresee  the  injuries  which  its  repeal  may  produce.  That, 
not  seeing  the  exact  extent  of  its  repeal,  he  thinks  it 
better  to  let  it.  remain.  He  would  prefer  that  the  process 
laws  of  the  States  should  be  the  process  laws  of  the  fede 
ral  courts  in  the  States  respectively.  In  the  latter  senti- 
ment I  concur  with  him  most  sincerely,  and  shall  unite 
with  him  most  heartily  to  carry  that  sentiment  into  effect  ? 
but  in  the  former,  1  cannot  concur  with  him.  While  I 
admit  that-civil  imprisonment  has  been  mixed  up  with 
the  process  laws  of  the  several  States,  to  a  very  great, 
even  to  an  embarrassing  extent  in  some  of  the  States,  I 
cannot  agree  with  htm,  that  it  is  better  to  let  it  remsun 
than  to  attempt  Its  removal  \  nor  can  I  concur  with  him 
in  th^  reasons  which  he  assigrts  for  declining  the  attempt 
to  remove  it.  Sir,  aUho\kgh  this  bill,  if  it  should  pass, 
cannot  U&ve  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
in  the  States,  yet  it  will  deny  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment the  use  of  civil  imprisonment  in  its  courts.  This 
will  be  a  banishment  of  it  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  {  and  I  calculate  much  upon  the  moral  effect  of  it 
in  the  States-.  Sir,.  I  cannot  ag^e  to  the  sentiment  that 
an  existing  evil  shall  not  be  removed,  lest  the  removal  of 
it  should  produce  greater;  government  itself  is  an  evil,aiHl 
tbe-t>My  one  which  1  would  not  remove,  lest  greater  should 

y  •  follow.     TJie  best  test  of  a  good  government  is,  that  it 

i&.  itself  the  least  «vil  which  the  people  suffer,  and  the 

only  one  which  they  are  obliged  to  suffer  ;  and  that,  con- 

-  iiding  in  it,  they  miy  sa^ly  remove  any,  and  all  others. 

^  That,  Sir,  would  be  m^  definition  of  a  good  governmeiTt 

« '' — of  a  gcnuine'-republic.  What  would  we  say  of  the  wis- 

^  /  dom  of  an  individual  whose  face  was  deformed  with  a 
warti  which  threatened  to  become  a  cancer,  who,  instead 
of  removing  it  by  the  knife,  should  permit  it  to  remain 
until  it  had  become  a  real  cancer,  and  so  intertwined  its 
roots  with  his  vital  organs  'as  to  render  excision  imprac- 
ticable }  he  forbore  the  use  of  the  knife,  fearing  that  its 
use  might  produce  greater  evils,  and  must  expiate  his 
folly  with  his  life.  Sir,  the  -destroying  power  of  almost 
every  evil«.  moral,  physical,  and  political,  consists  mainly, 
and  somewhat  mysteriously,  in  its  continuity.  The  condi- 

•  tion  of  that  republic,  to  which  the  continuance  of  an  in- 
cumbent and  obviuus  evil  has  become  necessary,  is  greatly 
to  be  deplored.  Let  us  then,  Mr.  President,  remove 
from  the  fair  fabric  of  our  liberty,  this  cancer,  civil  im- 
prisonment, which  deforms  its  aspect,  and  will  corrode 
and  destroy  its  vital  structure,  unless  it  be  removed. 

Tbe  only  plausible  ground  for  the  toleration,  for  a  mo- 
ment, of  civil  imprisonment,  is  its  alleeed  coercive  effect 
upon  the  debtor.  But  that  is  utterly  fallacious  ;  for  either 
he  ha^  or  he  has  not,  property.  If  he  has,  let  the  cre- 
ditor levy  his  fi.  fa.  upon  it  and  apply  the  proceeds  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  as  far  as  they  will  go.  If  he 
has  no  property,  then  its  coercion  must  be  vain,  useless^ 
and  cruel ;  so  that,  in  neither  case,  can  it  be  necessaiy, 
but  in  both,  must  be  cruel  and  useless.  But  here,  sir, 
I  may  be  told,  that  the  debtor  may  have  no  property  ex- 
cept of  an  equitable  character,  such  as  bank  stock*  bonds, 
&c.  which  cannot  be  seized  and  sold  by  a  fi.  fiu  I  reply, 
alter  the  law  in  that  respect.  It  is  easy  to  do  so,  and 
much  better,  and  more  humane,  to  subject  the  equitable 
effects  of  the  debtor  to  the  execution  of  the  creditor  thao 
to  subject  his  body  to  imprisonment. 
I  am*  Mr.  Prendent,  as  clear,  that  tbe  property  of  the 


debtor,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  legal  and  equitable^ 
should  be  subiected  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  as  that 
his  body  should  not  be  imprisoned  by  bis  creditor.  No 
man,  Mr.  President,  is  a  more  zealous  advocate  for  punc- 
tuality in  contracts  than  I  am  ;  but  I  rate  personal  liberty 
too  high  to  subject  it  to  the  casualties  to  which  contracts 
are  necessarily  liable.  It  is  not  that  I  love  punctuality 
less,  but  that  I  love  freedom  more.  I  woidd,  therefore, 
instantly,  reckless  of  the  consequences,  abolish  imprison* 
ment  for  debt.  The  evil  is  so  much  greater  than  any 
which  could  possibly  follow  its  removal,  that  I  would  not 
for  a  moment  hesitate  to  remove  it.  Indeed  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  evils  which  are  predicted  would  cer- 
tainly follow,  I  would  invite  them,  if  I  could  not  do  bet- 
ter, by  the  instant  abolition  of  civil  imprisonment  For, 
Mr.  President,  who  would  not  exchange  a  greater  for  a 
less  evil ;  and  any  evil,  which  did  not  destroy  lite, 
would  he  less  than  imprisonment,  in  my  estimation. 

But,  sir,  I  apprehend  no  evils  from  the  passage  of  this 
bill ;  on  the  contrary,  I  anticipate  great  good.  What 
evils  are  to  be  apprehended  ?  None  certainly  that  cannot 
be  removed  in  like  manner,  by  the  legislative  arm  of  the 
Government.  And  for  what  is  tlie  annual  meeting  of 
the  Legislature,  but  to  redress,  or  remove  accruing  gfnev- 
ances  !  Sir,  this  pronenes  in  the  people  to  bear  with  the 
ills  that  grieve  them,  rather  Uian  encounter  those  of 
which  they  know  not,  has  led  to  the  loss  of  their  liberty* 
in  innumerable  instances.  Mr.  President,  the  people  in 
ever)'  state  of  civil  society,  whatever  may  be  their  exte- 
rior relations,  are  engagfed  in  an  unceasing  strife  among 
themselves-  The  strife  is  between  the  wealthy  and  am- 
bitious of\  one  side,  and  all  the  balance  of  the  people  on 
the  other  :  between  the  few  and  tlie  many  ;  the  fuw  to 
live  upon  the  labor  of  the  many,  and  to  rule  them  ;  the 
many  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  own  labor  and  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  exercise  of  the  mling  power.  The  wealth 
of  every  country  falls  eventually  into  the  handaof  a  few. 
This  wealth  is,  of  itself,  power ;  office  is  power  ;  wealth 
and  office  associated,  which  often  happens,  is  a  power 
difficult  to  resist.  In  this  conflict  the  many  have  the 
physical  force,  the  few  have  the  moral  power.  Sir,  the 
few  are  the  aristocracy,  tlie  many  are  the  people,;  the 
people  are  confiding,  unsuspicious,  and  prone  to  bear 
with  thingfs  as  they  are ;  the  aristocracy,  influenced  by 
the  restless  spirit  of  avarice  and  the  ceaseless  impulses  of 
unchastened  ambition,  piu^ue  their  unholy  purposes  with 
a  perseverance  that  never  tires,  and  with  a  vigilance  that 
never  sleeps.  The  Encroachments  of  the  aristocracy  are 
silent,  sinuous,  secret,  and  insidious.  The  people,  busied 
in  the  honest  pursuits  of  life,  and  struggling  with  its  ca- 
sualties and  inquietudes,  are  without  the  leisure  to  detect 
and  often  without  the  power,  and  too  frequently  without 
the  inclination,  to  resist  these  encroachments  upon  their 
rights ;  they  resist  only  when  they  are  agonized  by  op- 
pression, and  their  resistance  ceases  usually  with  their 
sufferings  ;  they  never  pursue  and  exterminate  the  cause 
of  their  afflictions.  The  assailinent  of  their  rights  is  im- 
palpable and  continuous;  such  was  the  character  of  the 
power  and  of  the  operations  which  were  employed  for 
near  two  c'entirries  in  subjecting  the  people  of  England 
to  civil  imprisonment.  Sir,  it  is  this  power,  no  matter 
under  what  disguise  it  may  present  itself  (and  it  is  always 
masked)  which  the  people  of  a  free  government  have  to 
fear,  more  than  all  the  other  powers  of  the  earth.  Sir, 
we  are  told  of  the  dan^r  which  civil  liberty  has  to  appre- 
hend  from  military  chiefUins  i  such  alarms  are  the  usual  * 
stratagems  by  which  aristocracy  lulls  the  suspicion  or 
diverts  the  attention  of  the  people  from  its  own  insidious 
encroachments  upon  their  liberty.  Sir,  this  aristocracy 
is  a  very  proieus  ;  h  is  now  a  harmless  civilian  f  at  another 
time  it  is  a  zealous  Christian,  a  rig^d  moralist,  a  great 
I  lover  of  justice  \  again  it  is  a  great  patriot,  influenced  ex- 
I  cluaively  by  a  puse  love  of  vountiy  and  t  great  zeal  to  pro* 
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mote  its  prosperity  ami  liappiness  ;  but  its  most  prominent  \ 
characteristic  is,  an  ardent  iove  of  the  dear  people  and 
their  dearer  liberty.  Now,  Sir,  all  experience  ha? 
proved  that  the  love  of  aristocracy  towards  the  people 
and  their  K^ghis,  is  the  love  which  the  tiger  bears  to  the 
kid,  or  the  wolf  lo  the  lamb.  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  from 
military  chieftains  that  liberty  has  any  thing:  to  apprehend. 
The  danger  lies  in  another  qurrter?  it  is  from  the  power 
of  wedth,  and  the  unholy  aspirations  of  unchaxtened  am- 
bition, tliat  she  has  cause  of  apprehension.  Do  you  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  one  tiundred  thousand  bayonets,  headed  by 
l)y  the  most  distinguished  military  chieftain,  could  have 
forced  upon  England  this  wretched  system  of  civil  impri- 
sonment ?  could  have  extorted  from  them,  by  force,  the 
liberty  which  was  filched  from  them  by  guile  ?  No,  Sir, 
a  people  in  a  state  of  civil  society,  enjoying  fl*eedom,  and 
animated  with  the  genuine  spirit  of  liberty,  have  no- 
thing to  apprehend  from  any  open  assault  upon  their 
rights  ;  it  is,  I  repeat,  from  the  secret,  sly,  insidious  ope- 
rations of  aristocracy,  their  arch-enemy,  that  they  have 
every  thing  to  fear.  Sir,  a  republic,  in  which  there  is 
the  living  and  abiding  spirit  of  freedom,  has  around  it  a 
zone  of  inviolability,  a  magic  cincture,  (analagous  to  that 
which  surrounds  and  protects  matron  excellence  from 
tlie  approaeh  of  the  licentious,)  as  impenetrable  as  adar 
mant  Sir,  such  is  the- shielding  effect  of  this  atmosphe- 
ric panoply,  that  neither  the  republic  nor  the  matron  is 
ever  assailed,  until  they  have  given  indications  that  they 
are  accessible.  Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  assault- 
ed until  they  are  prepared  to  yield.  When  the  people 
of  a  republic  become  too  effeminate,  or  too  corrupt,  for 
self-government,  they  invoke,  by  their  very  condition, 
rule  from  some  other  quarter  ;  and  none  but  a  chieftain 
can  accept  the  invitation,  because  none  but  suoh  a  cha- 
racter could  vindicate  his  right  to  rule  ag^ainst  other  aspi- 
rants equally  embraced  in  the  invitation.  Sir,  they  can- 
not deprive  a  free  people  of  their  self-governing  power  ? 
they  can  only  rule  such  a  people  when  they  have  be- 
come too  corrupt,  or  too  effeminate,  to  rule  themselves. 

Do  you.  Sir,  does  any  intelligent  man,  believe,  that  the 
people  of  Rome  possessed  the  capacity  to  govern  them- 
selves, when  Julias  Caesar  usurped  the  g^overnment  of  that 
commonwcahh  ?  No,  Sir,  if  there  had  been  virtue  and 
vigor  enough  in  the  people  of  Rome  for  self  government, 
Caesar  would  not  have  made  the  attempt ;  or  if  he  had, 
he  would  have  have'lost  his  head  ;  not  Rome,  her  liberty. 
When  Cxsar  was  slain,  did  Rome  resume  her  freedom  } 
No,  she  had  lost  the  capacity.  Sir,  it  was  not  the  power 
of  arms  which  enslaved  the  people  of  Rome  or  of  Eng- 
land ;  it  was  a  very  different  and  far  more  dangerous 
power— the  sly,  insidious,  unprincipled,  and  unceasing 
power  of  aristocracy. 

Rome,  too,  sir,  had  her  civil  imprisonment ;  and,  by  the 
constant  exercise  of  it,  tanght  her  people  lessons  of  vas- 
salage, which  prepared  them  for  the  slavery  which  ensu- 
ed. Sir,  the  people  of  this,  or  any  other  Government, 
will  lose  their  reverence  for  personal  liberty,  by  seeing, 
constantly,  their  neighbors  or  friends  deprived  of  it. 
Rome  was  free  while  the  sentiments  of  her  people  were 
in  consonance  with  the  law,  which  forbade  stripes  to  be 
inflicted  upon  a  Roman  citizen.  Sir,  liberty  is  identified 
with  the  person  of  its  votary  ;  it  is  inseparable  from  his 
perstm ;  it  is,  of  course,*  personal ;  to  preserve  it,  you  must 
maintain  the  sanctity  of  the  persons  with  whom  it  is  iden- 
tified ;  to  secure  the  jewel,  you  must  be  careful  of  the 
casket  which  contains  it.  Sir,  to  preserve  liberty  in  a 
republic,  instead  of  cheapening  and  degrading  it  by  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  the  highest,  the  most  sublimated 
notions  of  personal  sanctity  should  be  cherisli^d  and  c^d- 
tivated.  It  is  the  province  of  the  real  statesman  to  make 
the  frailties  of  men,  in  a  state  of  civil  society,  siibser^c  the 
cause  of  their  liberty,  their  virtue,  and  their  happiness. 
Pride  ftiid  vanity  rank  among  the  weaknesses  of  our  na- 


ture ;  and  yet,  if  the.  vanity,  or  the  pride,  of  our  citizens 
were  enlisted  on  the  si<le  of  punctuality,  who  can  doubt 
of  what  woidd  be  the  effect  }  Sir,  the  punctuality  with 
which  gaming  debts  are  paid,  is  proverbial:  this  punc- 
tuality is  not  the  result  of  civil  imprisonment ;  for  those 
debts  cannot  be  recovered  by  law  ;  whence,  then,  I  ask, 
this  remarkable  punctuality  ?  Sir,  it  results  from  those 
proud  feelings,  from  that  nice  sense  of  honor,  which  it  is 
the  tendency  of  ci<d  imprisonment  to  blunt,  to  vitiate,  to 
obliterate.  Let  us  then  cherish  and  promote,  in  society, 
those  sensibilities  from  which  results,  so  felicitous,  may  be 
justly  expected. 

Sir,  a  senator  from  S.  Carolina  [Mr.  Smith]  has  told  us, 
that  creditors  are,  in  the  general,  merciful  and  sympathe- 
tic ;  and  that  they  do  not  imprison  their  debtors  cruelly  or 
unjustly  :  the  wealthy,  he  tells  us,  are  not  tyrants.  The 
honorable  senator  judges  of  the  feelings  of  the  wealthy 
from  his  own  humane  sympathies.  And  I  am  willing  to 
acknowledge,  that  there  are  many,  very  many  instances 
of  humanity  and  charity  to  be  found  among  the  wealthy  ; 
but  these  can  only  be  regpirded  as  creditable  exceptions 
to  th^  indurating  effect  which  wealth  exerts  upon  the 
feeling  of  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  possession  of 
it.  Sir,  if  you  dissect  aristocracy,  and  examine  its  con- 
stituent parts,  you  will  find  the  classes  of  which  it  is  com- 
]fosed,  avaricious  and  unfeeling  ;  there  may  and  will  be 
found,  in  each  class,  as  I  have  said,  numerous  and  honor- 
able exceptions ;  but  all  classes,  even  their  reverences, 
where  they  are  upon  good  establishments,  are  influenced 
by  the  same  unfeeling  devotion  to  gain  and  to  dominion^ 
which  characterized  the  barons,  the  merchants,  the  law- 
yers, the  judges,  and  other  nurslings  cf  fortune,  of  whom 
I  have  spoken. 

Sir,  who  has  not  read  of  the  tithe  cases,  and  who  does 
not  know  the  causes  which  led  to  the  enactment  of  the 
acts  of  mortmain  ?  Sir,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the 
laws,  which  authorized  creditors  to  imprison  their  debtors, 
are  veiy  few,  compared  with  those  which  have  been  en- 
acted to  mitigate  the  8ufferin|^  which  have  been  inflicted 
upon  debtors  by  the  unfeehng  rigor  of  their  creditors. 
The  great  firej  which  consumed  London,  reduced  to  po- 
verty and  destitution  many  thousand  honest  debtors ;  what 
was  the  mercy,  the  sympathy,  displayed  by  their  credit- 
ors ?  Why,  instead  of  extending  indulgence  to  their  un- 
fortunate debtors,  and  softening  their  calamities,  by  gene- 
rous and  charitable  contributions,  they  threw  them  into 
prison,  and  continued  them  in  confinement,  until  they 
were  released  by  act  of  Parliament.  Shall  I  refer  the 
gentlemen  to  another  instance  of  the  sympathy  of  credit- 
ors, in  the  wretched  assemblage  of  lac'erated  debtors,  on 
the  Mons  Sacer  at  Rome  ?  The  history  of  mankind  is 
but  a  history  of  the  unfeeling  and  oppressive  conduct  of 
creditors  towards  their  debtors.  If  you  want  to  find  hym- 
pathy,  look  for  it  a.rtong  those  who  have  learned  fn>ro 
their  own  sufferings  to  feel  for  the  woes  of  others.  Sir, 
the  sympathies  of  the  heart  come  to  perfection  only  when 
they  arc  bedewed  by  its  son'ows.  Talk  not,  then,  Mr. 
President,  of  the  mercy  of  creditors ;  it  is  cruelty,  it  is  ty- 
ranny ;  1  speak  of  it  as  histoiy  exhibits  it :  but  if  it  were 
not,  is  it  wise  to  have  our  citizens  dependent  upon  the 
mercy  of  their  creditors  for  their  freedom  }  Can  apy  thing 
be  more  humiliating  to  the  debtors  as  men,  or  degrading 
to  them  as  citizens  ? 

Mr.  President,  let  me  repeat,  that  the  strength  of  a 
State  consists  in  the  number,  ami  its  wealth  in  the  indus- 
try, of  its  citizens.  1  liave  seen  it  stated  in  one  of  the 
public  prints,  that,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  there 
were  imprisoned  in  the  hitle  State  of  Rhode  Island  1050 
debtors.  Now,  Sir,  upcm  the  supposition  that  the  remain- 
ing twenly-tliree  States  of  this  Union  wei-e  no  larger  than 
that  small  State,  tliere  must  have  been  25,200  freemen 
imprisoned  within  the  United  States,  for  debt  alone,  uith- 
in  tlie  last  twelve  months.     Suppose  the  price  of  labor  to 
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be  fifty  cents  per  day,  and  suppose  their  oonfincment  to 
average  only  ninety  days  in  each  year,  the  loss  is  $  12,600 
per  day,  and,  for  the  ninety  j^ays*  it  is  $1,135,000  :  but 
suppose  that  number,  upon  an  average,  to  be  confined 
annually,  and  hir  the  whole  year,  then  the  loss  in  each 
year  would  be  $4,540,000,  and  in  twenty  years  wjould 
amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of  $  90,800,000.  This  loss 
is  a  fair  drawback  upon  the  public  stock,  is  it  not  enor- 
irous,  and  sustaiuecl  without  any  competent  motive  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  ?— A  loss  which  the  Govern- 
ment inflicts,  under  the  influence  of  the  power  of  wealth, 
upon  the  poor  and  most  meritorious  portion  of  the  com- 
mtinity,  and  through  them  upon  itself.  But  the  mere 
loss,  in  dollars  and  cents,  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  evil, 
when  compared  with  the  loss  of  liberty  inflicted  upon 
25,200  citizens  ?  the  derangement  in  their  affairs  ;  the  ago- 
ny inflicted  upon  their  families  and  friends;  and  last, 
though  not  least,  the  diminution  of  reverence  produced 
in  the  public  mind,  for  the  liberty  of  the  citizens,  by  the 
constant  incarceration  of  them,  and  the  consequent  ten- 
dency to  vassal^ige.*  Sir,  your  jail^  are  schools  in  which 
the  science  of  slaver]^  is  taught,  and  exemplified  by  the 
imprisonment  of  debtors.  Its  effect&are  only  not  alarming, 
because  they  are  not  seen  in  the  aggregate.  Could  they  be 
exhibit'^'d  at  one  view,  they  would  shotk  the  public  mind, 
and  awaken  the  sympathy  and  indignation  of  the  whole 
community.  The  great  majority  of  the  people  require 
but  to  know  in  order  to  do  what  is  right;  and  if  they 
could  hut  see  even  the  one-half  of  the  misery  which  is 
daily  inflicted  upon  debtors  by  the  merciless  rigor  of  their 
creditors,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt.  Mr.  President,  it  is  strange  that  the 
miseries  of  the  imprisoned  should  have  engaged  the 
attention  and  awakened  the  sympathies  of  the  wise  jmd 
good  in  all  countries,  and  that  imprisonment  should,  not- 
withstanding, be  tolerated  by  almost  all  Governments. 
It  is  surely  no  small  argument  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of 
imprisonment,  that  the  miseries  of  that  condition  excited 
the  compassion,  and  drew  forth  expressions  of  tenderness 
towards  the  imprisoned,  from  .the  lips  of  him  who  spoke 
as  never  man  spake.  .  '*l  wjis  sick  and  in  prison,  and  ye 
visited  mei  not,"  is  a  language  which  ought  not,  when  we 
consider  whence  it  came,  to  be  without  its  effect,  in  the 
consideration  of  this  subject. 

Sir,  if  barely  to  have  devised  the  means  of  mitigating 
the  sufferings  of  imprisoned  debtors  conferred  immortality 
upon  the  benevolent  Howard,  in  what  estimation  ought 
the  creditors  who  inflict  those  sufferings  to  be  held  ?  And, 
in  what  estimation  ought  the  legislatures  to  be  held,  who 
conferred  upon  creditors  the  power  of  imprisoning  their 
unfortunate  debtors,  or  tolerated  its  exercise  }  Sir,  I  feel 
some  pride  in  being  able  to  say,  that  the  State  which  has 
honored  me  with  a  seat  in  this  body,  has  washed  its  hands 
of  this  evil ';  has,  by  the  abolition  of  civil  imprisonment, 
given  freedom  to  her  own  citizens,  and  to  all  who  shall 
come  within  her  borders. 

Mr.  President,  what  is  the  consistency  of  that  legisla- 
tion, which  denies,  under  severe  penalties,  to  the  avarice 
of  creditors,  the  exaction  from  their  debtors  of  a  cent  be- 
yond the  established  rate  of  interest,  and  yet  pennits 
thera  to  imprison  their  debtors  ?  How  can  we  reconcile, 
on  the  part  of  legislation,  this  carefulness  of  the  property, 
and  carelessness  of  the  liberty  of  the  debtor  ?  The  laws 
agAinst  usury  are  as  creditable  to  legislation,  as  those  in 
favor  of  civil  imprisonment  are  reproachful  to  it.  The 
first  secures  the  honest  industiy  of  the  poor  and  the  en- 
terprising against  the  merciless  encroachments  of  the  rich; 
tJie  latter  subjects  the  bo<ly  and  the  liberty  of  the  poor  to 
the  avarice  of  the  wealthy  ;  as  if  liberty  was  of  less  value 
or  importance  than  property.  Sir,  why  is  our  standing 
army  so  small  ?  ^"liy  are  wc  opposed  to  having  large  s(and< 


creditors,  I  tell  you  that  the  caution  on  that  subject  is 
unnecessary ;  your  army  isreducc^d  to  6,000,  while  25,200 
of  your  citizens  have  lost  their  liberty,  and  arc  now  pining 
in  your  prisons.     Sir,  your  creditors,  the  aristocracy  of 
the  countr}',  are  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  liberty  than 
a  standing  army  of  any  nunr.ber.     Afraid  that  liberty  may 
be  endangered  by  a  large  standing  army  ! !  while  you  arm 
every  creditor  with  the  power  of  depriving  his  debtors  of 
theif  hberty  !  1    Afraid  of  the  tyranny  of  a  large  standing 
army,  while  you  subject  the  liberty  of  your  citizens  to  the 
tyranny  of  exasperated  avarice  and  inflated  wealth  !   You 
are  careful  to  secure  the  liberty  of  your  citizens  against 
the  uncertain  power  of  arms,  while  you  subject  it  to  the 
certain,  the  tremendous,  the  resistless  power  of  avarice  ; 
for  surely  that  power  is  tremendous  and  resistless,  which 
in  a  free  countr)'  can  imprison  twcnty.five  thousand  two 
hundred  innocent  but  unfortunate  citizens  per  annum. 
What,  Mr.  President,  is  the  practical  result  of  all  this  care 
for  the  preservation  of  liberty  }    Is  it  not  that  the  wealthy 
and  the  prosperous  are  secured  in  their  liberty,  and  in 
the  power  of  depriving  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate  of 
all  they  possess  *orth  preserving — ^their  liberty  ?     Sir, 
the  liberty  of  the  citizens  of  a  republic  should  be  subject- 
ed to  hazard  only  by  their  crimes.     U  should  depend,  not 
upon  the  caprice  of  individuals,  but  upon  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  State,  and  it  ought  to  c6st  the  Slate  the 
exertion  of  its  sovereign  energies  to  deprive  its  humblest 
citizen  of  his  liberty.     But,  sir,  with  us,  not  only  can  any 
one  individual  deprive  anollter  of  his  liberty,  but  there  Is 
among  us  a  single  individual  who  can  at  any  time  deprive 
thousands,  I  might  say  millions,  of  freemen  of  their  liber- 
ty.     I  mean  the  bank  of  the  United  States ;  it  can  furnish 
nearly  all  the  money  which  can  be  beneficially  employed 
in  our  commeccial  and  other  agencies  throughout  the 
United  States.     All  who  employ  or  use  its  money  must 
be  indebted  for  it,  either  to  that  institution  or  to  those 
who  are  indebted  for  it.    It  is  easy  to  perceive,  not  only 
the  moral  influence  of  that  enormous  creditor  over  its 
debtora,  but  the  power  of  actual  incarceration,  which  it 
possesses,  under  the  existing  laws.     It  must,  or  rather 
may,  and  most  certainly  will,  exert  whatever  imprisoning 
power  it  may  possess^  and  choose  to  exert,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  United  States'  courts ;  so  that  a  cor- 
porate  person,  created  by  the  United  States,  may  impri- 
son ad  libitum  the  citizens  of  the  States  who  are  its  debt- 
ors ;  and  thus  the  liberty  of  the  States,  which  consists  in 
the  freedom  of  its  citizens,  may  be  prostrated  in  the  im- 
prisonment of  its  debtors  to  an  indefinite  extent  by  this 
institution.     Mr.  President,  this  consideration  ought  not 
to  be  without  its  weight  in  our  dehberatious  upon  the 
effect  of  this  bill ;  nor  ought  it  to  be  overlooked  by  those 
who  contend  that  but  few  cases  can  ?rise  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  to  wliich  its  benign  provisions  can  ap- 
ply.   Sh",  the  cases  may  be  innumerable,  and  whether 
they  shall  or  not,  depends,  unhappily,  not  upon  the  will 
of  Congress,  but  upon  the  will  of  that  bank. 

And  after  all,  Mr.  President,  what  is  gained  to  mankind* 
by  civil  imprisonment  *  Do  we  learn  from  the  history  of 
England,  that  the  people  were  more  happy,  more  wise, 
more  virtuous,  or  even  more  punctual,  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  civil  imprisonment,  than  before  ?  Not  at  all  ;  so 
far  as  we  are  furnished  with  any  lights  on  that  subject, 
we  are  led  to  the  contrary  conclusion  The  people  were 
at  least  as  punctual,  as  virtuous,  and  more  happy,  before, 
than  since  that  period. 

The  aristocracy  of  England  had  motives  in  the  stability 
and  duratioii  which  the  laws  of  primogeniture  *nd  the 
doctrine  of^  entails  gave  to  wealth  in  that  country,  to 
swell,  by  every  practicable  device,  the  volume  of  its 
power ;  they  could  promise  themselves,  in  the  durable 
enjoyment  and  transmission  of  the  power  which  wealth 


ing  armies  .'    You  tell  me  that  large  standing  armies  are    confers,  some  equivalent,  however  unenviable  it  might 
dangerous  to  liberty  ;  if  you  mean  any  liberty  but  that  of  |  be,  for  the  sacrifices  of  principle  and  of  feeling  which 
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they  made  to  acquire  it ;  but  with  us,  happily,  there  is 
not  eren  that  poor  iiicentiTe.  They  could  hope,  while 
struggling  to  obtain  the  power  of  civil  imprisonment, 
that  they  and  their  children  could  exercise  it  through  a 
long  line  of  succession ;  but  our  constitutions  have  wisely 
cut  off  all  hopes  of  that  kind,  by  placing  an  irreversible 
negative  upon  the  aristocratic  doctrines  of  primogeni- 
ture, entails,  and  of  perpetuities  of  every  kind.  Our 
doctrine,  that  the  distribution,  division,  and  mutation  of 
wealth,  is  the  basis  of  equality  and  liberty,  ought  to  im- 
press us  with  the  folly  and  shortsightedness  of  advocating 
civil  imprisonment ;  for,  with  us,  those  who,  to-day,  ex- 
ercise the  power  of  imprisonment,  maj-,  to-morrow,  be 
themselves  the  subjects  of  it ;  so  that  in  the  lapse  of  a 
single  century,  the  children  of  unfortunate  imprisoned 
debtors,  may  imprison  the  children  of  the  unfeeling  cre- 
ditors of  their  fathers.  We  ought  to  reject,  that  while 
avarice  and  the  bad  feelings  of  the  human  heart  prompt 
to  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  is  casualty  an<l  misfortune,  it 
is,  i»  short,  the  destinies,  that  prepare  and  furnish  the  im- 
happy  subjects  for  the  exercise  of  that  cruel  and  unjust 
power.  So  that,  Mr.  President,  upon  a  rational  survey  of 
the  human  condition,  fur  any  one  century,  it  ;vill  be  found, 
that  the  people  of  a  Republic  will,  by  civil  imprison- 
ment, have  tortured  theniselves,  abridged  their  liberty, 
and  impaired  their  happiness,  without  having  at  all  im- 
proved their  general  condition ;  without  having  become 
more  wise,  more  virtuous,  more  happy,  or  mor6  punctual. 
They  will  not  have  gained,  but  they  will  have  lost  \  lost 
greatly  ;  lost,  to  the  amount  of  all  the  sufferings,  and  all 
the  a^nies,  which  had  been  thus  uselessly  and  unavail- 
ingly  mflicted  upon  them  by  their  exercise  of  this  bat!  im- 
prisoning power.  But  what  is  greatly  more  to  be  de- 
plored, they  will  have  lost  their  veneration  for  liberty, 
which,  in  all  Republics,  is  the  immediate  precursor  of  the 
loss  of  liberty  itself. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  another  consideration  which  ought  to 
have  great  weight  in  this  matter,  and  that  is,  that  the 
subjects  of  civil  imprisonment,  are  generally  the  most 
useful  and  enterprising  of  our  citizens.  The  people  of 
every  State  may  be  divided  into  tliosc  who  live  upon 
their  capital,  and  those  who  live  by  their  labor,  or  labor 
for  their  living.  The  capitalists  are,  in  the  general,  in- 
dolent, luxurious,  and  effeminate,  possessing  neither  en- 
ergy nor  enterprise  \  they  are  the  wealthy.  The  labor- 
ers, who  are  the  poor,  are  hardy,  resolute,  and  enterpris 
ing  ;  they  fell  the  forests,  subdue  the  soil,  and  spread, 
under  the  smiles  of  Providence,  plenty  over  the  land  ; 
they  make  tlie  roads,  and  cut  the  canals,  which  so  essen- 
tially subserve  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  social  in- 
tercourse i  it  is  from  their  toil,  and  their  hardinood,  the 
commerce  springs,  which  enriches  the  public  coffers  and 
sustains  the  Government.  In  fine,  it  is  to  their  valor  we 
are  indebted  for  those  victories  which  have  thrown  around 
the  nation  the  halo  of  glory  of  which  we  arc  all  so  justly 
proud.  Sir,  they  are  the  gunwales  and  knee  timbers  of 
the  vessel  of  state  ;  they  are  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
gtate  ;  they  assert,  maintain,  and  preserve  that  very  liber- 
ty which  is  so  much  abused  in  their  very  persons.  Sir,  I 
do  hope,  and  1  rejoice  in  the  hope,  th^t  the  bill  now  un- 
der discussion,  is  destined  to  bants))  this  monster  from  the 
General  Government,  and  that  the  States  will  follow  the 
example  and  banish  it  from  their  respective  Govern- 
ments ;  and  that,  hereafter,  the  families  and  relatives  of 
unfortunate  debtors  will  not  be  compelled  by  the  rigors 
of  unfeeling  creditors,  and  the  connivance  of  the  law,  to 
abhor  the  Government  under  which  they  live. 

Sir,  I  fear  I  have  fatigued  the  Senate  ;  the  impoitance 
of  the  question  must  plead  my  apology.  I  wdl  sit  down 
under  ttie  cor.solation,  that  I  have  been  advocating  the 
rights  of  the  unfortunate,  and  under  the  hope  that  my 
feeble  exertions  in  their  behalf  will  not  liayc  been  ura- 
vailir.g. 


Mr.  MACON  said,  that,  in  the  eye  of  the  law  and  of 
justice,  there  was  no  difference  between  the  debtor  and 
the  creditor.  They  stood  on  the  same  ground  of  right, 
and  deserved  protection  alike.  He  never  could  see  into 
the  justice  of  keeping  a  man  in  jail  when  he  had  g^ven 
up  alt  he  had.  If  he  did  this,  what  more  could  be  asked 
of  him  }  If  he  is  put  in  iail,  what  can  he  do  ?  He  can't 
work  there,  to  earn  a  living  and  pay  his  debts,  unless  he 
happens  to  be  a  tailor  or  a  shoemaker.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  all  creditors  were  hard-hearted,  nor  that  all 
debtors  were  fraudulent.  They  were  likely  to  be  faulty 
and  frail,  as  human  beings  always  were,  but  that  was  all. 

1  don't  intend,  said  Mr.  M.  to  keep  you  here  long,  be- 
cause it  is  pretty  near  our  dinner  hour ;  although  we  have 
a  little  time  left,  because  we  don't  get  our  dinners  until 
the  other  Hoiine  adjourns.  But  there  are  fraudulent  cre- 
ditors, as  well  as  debtors,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
said  the  other  day  about  some  claimants  for  land.  For 
instance,  how  many  fraudulent  men  are  there  who  go 
about  shaving  notes  (  and  I  am  sure,  he  is  as  bad  who 
shaves,  as  he  who  gets  shaved — I  should  think,  worse. 
Then  how  many  men  are  there  who  lend  money  to  young 
people,  and  mike  a  practice  of  cheating  what  may  be 
called  infiftnts.  They  say,  "  Oh,  your  parents  will  pay, 
rather  than  see  you  disgraced."  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  has  said,  that  there  are  1,900  prisoners  for 
debt  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Well,  it  is  said,  that, 
perhaps,  most  of  them  are  in  for  frauds.  But  suppose 
they  are  \  ten  righteous  people  miglit  have  saved  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  ;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
gcta  out  ten,  that  his  bill  applies  to,  he'll  do  well.  I  am 
sorry  the  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  use  the  names  of  Je€> 
fcrson  and  Sumpter,  and  tell  how  poor  they  were.  1  do 
not  like  to  legislate  under  the  influence  of  names.  If  a 
thing  is  right,  let  it  po  for  such — if  not,  get  rid  of  it.  I 
know  that  gambling  is  common  at  the  South,  and  so  it  is 
in  every  other  part  of  the  country  where  1  have  been. 
But  the  gentleman  says  that  gambling  deb^  are  always 
paid.  Yes;  because  they  are  debts  of  honor :  and  1  be- 
lieve many  men  would  seli  their  wives'  bonnets  to  pay 
them.  It  is  said  that  they  are  debts,  of  honor.  Yes ;  be- 
cause a  man  who  refused  to  pay  them,  would  be  kicked 
out  of  the  society  of  his  associates,  and  nobody  else  will 
have  him  :  so  that  he  is  obliged  to  make  these  debts 
debts  of  honor.  But,  it  is  said  that  this  will  operate  only 
in  the  United  States'  Courts.  Well ;  there  is  just  where 
it  is  wanted.  Every  man  is  known  in  his  own  State,  and 
has  friends  who  will  go  bail  for  him.  Our  people  from 
the  South  chiefly  go  to  New  York,  and  there  they  can 
manage  pretty  well-— but  it  is  not  so  every  where.  I  al- 
ways thought  that  Governments  were  made  to  be  rich, 
and  what  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  said  to-day, 
makes  me  believe  it.  Why  is  it,  that  we  can't  touch 
Bank  stock  }  Why,  because  it  is  held  by  the  rich.  It 
is  a  kind  of  lottery  that  they  deal  in  themselves.  .  Now, 
this  bill  will  remedy  tliat,  because,  if  any  man  puts  his 
money  into  bank  stock,  he  will  be  coerced  to  give  it  up. 
We  are  not  much  troubled  with  lotteries  at  the  South, 
though  we  have  a  great  deal  of  hoi-se-rkcing,  and  many 
fine  race-horses.  And  for  my  part,  1  am  willing^that 
people  who  have  money  should  bet  upon  them.  The 
reason  why  this  bill  has  been  opposed  on  former  occa- 
sions, was,  thattlie  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  so  very 
willing  to  please  every  body.  And  he  reminded  him  of 
the  man  who,  endeavoring  to  please  all  he  met,  lost  his 
ass  for  his  pains.  I  recollect  he  admitted  an  amendment  . 
to  go  into  tlie  bill,  and  I  told  him  that  he  w^ould  lose  it : 
but  he  was  sO  anxious  to  carry  it,  that  he  wished  to  make 
friends  to  it  by  allowing  all  the  propositions  that  were 
offered.  I  told  him  then  that  he  would  lose  it,  and  he 
did  lose  it — and  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  so  now.  I  did  not 
intend  to  say  so  much  when  1  rose,  as  I  know  that  long 
speeches  are  seldom  welcome  near  dinner  hour. 
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Mr.  TAZEWELL  said,'  that  he  ^ould  merely  sug:jfe8t 
to  the  frieads  of  the  bill,  that  a  question  would  naturally 
arise  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  unfortunate 
being  who  happened  to  be  imprisoned.  They  had  made 
prorision  that  any  one  who  should  be  imprisoned  should 
be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  prison  rules,  and  f^ 
within  the  walls  of  a  prison.  He  felt  this  proposition  per- 
haps a  little  more  than  others^  because  he  bad  a  few  days 
rinee  made  some  remarks  on  the  operation  of  the  law  on 
his  own  State,  and  on  the  method  of  obtaining  process  on 
landed  estates.  But  the  answer  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was,  that  the  provision  iipplied  to  all  persons  who 
so  invested  their  property  as  not  to  be  subject  to  execu- 
tion. Against  them  the  eapioB  ad  satufaeindum  was  to 
operate.  Thus,  every  person  in  Virginia  to  whom  his 
predecessors  have  left  landed  property,  would  be  sub- 
jected to  ipiprisonment  in  close  jail,  for  no  other  crime 
thair  for  being  the  heirs  of  their  fathers.  The^  would  be 
placed  in  this  predicament  for  no  crime  of  their  own,  but 
lor  the  law  under  which  they  happen  to  live.  He  rose  to 
ask  the  gentleman  whether  this  was  the  operation  they 
intended  to  give  the  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  thanked  the  Senator  from  Virp^inia  for 
his  aid,  and  his  suggestions.  It  was  in  no  idle  or  insincere 
spirit  that  the  aid  of  his  coadjutors  had  been  asked.  I 
aball  take  -every  means  in  m^  power  to  consider  tliese 
augnrestions.  All  the  attention  I  can  give  them,  they 
shau  claim  from  me.  But  I  must  state,  that  the  object 
aimed^at  by  the  friends  of  this  biU  in  its  plan  and  details, 
is  to  relieve  all  but  those  who  fraudulently  withhold  their 
property  from  their  creditors.  He  felt  disposed  to  give 
niU  consideration  to  the  condition  of  the  Virginia  land- 
holders, and  it  should  be  a  subject  of  his  closest  investi- 
gation. But,  as  the  hour  bad  arrived,  he  would  now  move 
Jin  adjournment. 


FaiDAT,  JA5VARY  II,  1828. 
CAHAWBA  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  granting  the  assent  of  Con^ss  to 
an  act  or  the  Le^lature  of  Alabama,  incorporating  the 
Cahawba  Navigation  Company,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RING  remarked,  that,  in  explanation  of  this  bill, 
he  would  merely  say,  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
considering  it  incumbent  on  them  to  obtain  the  assent  of 
Congress  in  which  he,  [Mr.  K.]  did  not  agree  with 
them — to  improve  the  waters  within  its  limit^  had  in- 
structed him  to  introduce  this  bill.  The  waters  of  the 
Cahawba  were  not  now  navipble,  and  it  was  highly  de- 
sirable that  the  obstructions  m  that  stream  should  be  re- 
moved. It  was  therefore  proposed  to  raise  a  toll  upon 
the  navigation,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense.' 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  he  did  not  know  upon 
what  ground  the  consent  of  Congress  was  asked. 

Mr.  KING  further  explained,  that  tlie  Cahawba  was  a 
small  stream  ninning  throueh  Alabama,  the  navigation  of 
which  was  necessary  to  eniQile  the  citizens  of  that  State 
to  transport  their  cotton  to  market,  and  bring  back  the 
necessary  articles  of  merchandise.  The  State  wished  to 
know  whether  they  had  a  right  to  levy  a  toll  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  stream,  and  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  enterprise. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  that  the  same  bill  passed  the 
Senate  last  year,  but  did  not  pass  the  Houses  It  involv- 
ed no  new  principle.  The  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  new  States  had  restricted  the  latter  from 
levying  toHs  on  the  streams  Mrithin  the*«r  limits  ;  and  it 
had  been  cuiftomary,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  the  collection  of  a  toll  on  waters  not  pre- 
viously navigable,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  improve- 
ment of  their  navigation. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
Vol..  IV— 5 


IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
up,  and  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  bdng 
tmder  consideration,  on  the  question  oTcngrosring  for  a 
third  reading— 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  an  amendment  to  the  sixth  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  make  the  provisions  of  that  section  operate 
not  merely  prospectively,  but  upon  cases  of  actual  impri- 
sonment ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EATON  moved  an  amendment  to" the  7th  line  of 
the  10th  section,  by  adding,  af^er  the  word  "female," 
«« or  male  of  the  age  of  70  years  or  upwards. "       ' 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  referi-cd  to  the  fact,  that,  under  the 
existing  laws,  the  plaintiff,  af^er  obtaining  judgment,^  ac 
quires  a  lien  on  the  estate  of  the  defendant  \  which  lien 
has  precedence  of  those  subsequently  obuined,  and  enti- 
tles the  plaintiff  to  be  paid  before  those  creditors  who'af- 
terwards  obuin  judgment  are  paid.  But  this  bill  takes 
away  the  lien,  and  reduces  the  plaintiff,  after  he  has  en- 
countered all  the  costs  and  troiible  of  a  suit,  to  tlie  »iame 
level  with  all  the  other  creditors.  It  was,  therefore,  oh- 
vious  that  the  bill,  in  this  respect,  required  alteration,  at 
least  in  phraseology. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  the  Senator  from  ViiKima 
would  not  have  made  this  objection,  had  he  fiilly  contem- 
plated the  provisions  of  tiie  bill.  The  case  presented  was 
this :  A  vigilant  creditor  prosecutes  a  suit,  and  compeb 
the  debtor  to  an  assignment  of  all  his  propertv,  and  then 
the  negligent  creditors,  without  cost  or  trouble,  come  in, 
sharing  rateably  in  the  fruits  of  the  first  plaintifTs  vigi- 
lance.  This  is  the  objection.  But  this  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  bill.  The  bill  docs  not  take  from  the  plaintifT 
his  lien  on  the  estate  of  the  defendant,  nor  does  it  take 
from  him  hb  priority  in  the  distribution  of  that  estate.  This 
construction,  Mr.  B.  said,  would  be  found  correct,  on  re- 
ference  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  did  not  think  that  the  Senator  from 
Creorgia  had  put  a  right  construction  on  the  words  of  the 
bill.  The  lien,  he  said,  which  was  acquired  by  the  judg- 
ment, was  barred  by  the  assignment. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  further  explained. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  was  not  satisfied  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  construction  of  the  Senator  from  Geoigia.  Of 
what  use  was  the  execution  against  the  estate  after  the 
assignment  was  made .  The  property  no  longer  beJonged 
to  the  debtor,  but  to  his  creditors.  That  is  the  proper 
construction,  and  will  be  the  effect  of  the  bill,  unless  its 
phraseology  be  altered. 

Mr.  BELX^  rose  to  suggest  that,  in  many  of  the  States, 
the  judgement  did  not  g^ve  a  lien  on  real  estate. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  the  bill  adapted  its  provisions 
to  the  existing  state  of  laws  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that  the  bill 
left  the  State  laws  where  it  found  them.  Those  laws 
would  regulate  the  lien  given  to  creditors  by  judgements. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  said  he  found,  by  the  4th  section  of  . 
the  bill,  a  provision  for  filing  intefTogatories,  with  a  view 
to  elicit  disclosures  as  to  the  value  of  the  defendant's  pro- 
perty. But  he  did  not  perceive  that  these  disclosures 
^ere  to  lead  to  any  beneficial  end.  No  order  or  proceed- 
ing with  regard  to  tl^e  property  was  to  be  the  result  of 
the  information  obtained  through  the  interrogatories. 
The  property  being  discovered  through  this  process,  was 
left  without  any  provision  as  to  its  distribution.  The  in- 
quiry, therefore,  as  to  the  value,  condition,  and  place  of 
the  defendant's  property,  appeared  to  him  to  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  the  inquiiy  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  was  natural,  considering  that,  in  the  State 
where  he  resided,  all  property,  real  and  personal,  was 
subject  to  execution.  In  some  States  lands  were  subject 
only  tq  be  extended  f  in  others,  thev  were  liable  both  to 
extent  and  sale.  If,  upon  inquiry,  by  means  of  the  inter- 
rogatories, it  is  found  that  the  plaintiff  has  no  coDcealed 
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property,  he  is  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  ca. 
aft.{  but  if  it  be  found  th«t  be  has  property,  and  seeks  to 
withhold  U,  the  operation  of  the  ca.  sa.  revives  as  to  him. 
The  result  of  the  interrogatories,  then,  will  be,  that,  in 
those  States  where  land  is  subject  to  execution,  the  party 
«aa  take  out  execution  ag^nst  it,  if  the  defendant  has 
any :  and  in  those  States  where  land  is  exempt  from  exe- 
cution, the  party  plaintiff  may  take  out  an  execution 
against  the  body  of  the  defendant. ,  In  regard  to  personal 
property,  also,  the  plaintiff,  after  the  discovery  of  the  pro- 
perty, may  have  recourse  to  it,  or,  if  it  be  withhela,  to 
the  body,  which  he  may  commit  to  close  confinement. 
The  plaintiff,  therefore,' in  case  of  the  discovery  of  pro- 
perty withheld  by  the  defendant,  is  remitted  to  his  origi- 
md  remedy,  as  if  this  bill  had  not  been  enacted. 

.Ml*-  McKJNLEY  was  not  satisfied  witli  tlie  explanation. 
If  the  plaintiff  incurs  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a  Chan- 
cety  suit,  to  ascertain  whether  the  defendant  has  proper 
ty,  b  it  proper  that  the  proceeding  should  there  stop  ? 
Ought  not  the  creditor  to  have  the  power  of  securing,  in 
some  way,  Uie  ^ebt  due  to  him  ?  How  many  debtors, 
after  final  process,  find  means  to  evade  their  debts,  and 
retain  their  property  ^  The  interrogatories  were  in  the 
nature  of  a  bill  of  discovery ;  and  he  was  in  hopes  that 
they  were  intended  for  the  double  purpose  of  securing 
Ithe  rights  of  the  creditor  and  the  debtor. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  intended,  when  up  before,  to  add,  in 
answer  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  that,  if  the  bill  pro- 
vided that  all  property  discovered  by  the  courts  of  inter- 
rogatories should  be  given  up  to  the  plaintiff,  it  would 
conflict  with  the  laws  of  those  States  where  lands  are  not 
subject  to  execution  for  debt. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  should  not,  he  said,  say  any  thing  in 
•  relation  to  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  those  creditors  who 
have  gone  tlirough  with  its  double  process.  He  had  now 
risen  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
the  9th  section,  which  provides  "that  in  all  cases  where 
the  body  of  any  person.shall  be  subject  to  imprisonment 
.by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  porson  sliall  be  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  prison  bomids,  and  kept  in  close  custody 
until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.*'  He  had  already 
stated  the  effect  which  the  provision  would  have  in  one 
SUte,  Virginia  ^  and  gentlemen  from  other  parts  of  the 
country  would  apply  it  to  the  States  which  they  repre- 
sented. The  effect  of  the  provision  in  Virginia  w'ould  be 
to  Incarcerate  eveiy  landholder  sued  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  Sutes.  To  inherit  land  in  a  State  where  land  was 
exempted  from  execution,  was  made  a  crime ;  and  tlie 
,  debtor  landholder  must  go  into  close  confinement. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  trusted  that  the  mption  would  not  pre- 
irul.  The  principle  of  the  bill  is  to  secure  to  the  honest 
debtor  exemption  from  imprisonment .  Let  us  take  a  case 
and  see  how  the  bill  will  apply  to  it.  A  debtor  has  land 
in  a  Slate  where  land  is  not  subject  to  execution ;  he  keeps 
his  property  in  this  manner  invested,  in  order  to  debar  the 
creditor  from  hb  cUum  i  and  the  plsiintiff  is  then,  by  this 
bill,  remitted  to  his  original  remedy  by  a  writ  o£  capias 
ad aatirfaciendum.  Then  comes  in  the  9th  section  otUie 
bill,  providing  that  the  debtor  shall  be  kept  in  custody 
tin  he  shall  make  an  assignment  of  his  property  for  the 
pa3rment  of  his  debts.  Is  it  his  fault  that  he  b  the  inhe- 
ritor of  lands  ?  No  -,  but  it  b  his  fault  that  ht  withholds 
them  ftom  his  creditors.  If  the  debtor  was  fraudulent,  it 
was  argued  on  all  hands  that  he  should  be  coerced  by  im- 
prisonment. Where  proper^  was  not  secured  in  lands. 
It  was  sometimes  secured  by  covering  the  title ;  and. did 
hot  concealment  or  cover  of  property  present  a  case  of 
fraud  ?  In  all  these  cases  the  present  laws  enable  a  debtor 
to  keep  his  property,  and  take  the  benefit  of  the  prison 
'bounds.  He  insbtcd  th^it  it  was  right  that  debtors,  being 
able  but  unwilling  to  pay  their  debts,  should  be  coerced 
by  close  confinement,  whatever  may  be  the  laws'  of  the 
Statei.    The  insolvent  law  of  Virginia  bad,  he  belieVed, 


been  recognised  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States, 
sitting  in  that  State,  as  that  law  had  been  enacted  prior 
to  tlie  formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  prison  bounds  in  Virginia,  therefore,  extended  to 
fines  issuing  on  process  of  the  United  States'  courts,  which 
was  not  the  case  in  other  States. 

The  only  .means  of  enforcement  is  close  confinement. 
In  the  cities,  particularly  where,  with  money,  society  and 
amusements  could  be  found  within  the  bounds,  imprison- 
ment is  nugatory  to  the  rich .  They  may,  with  thousands 
m  possesuon,  li\e  in  ease  and  luxury,  in  amerel)r  ar>minal 
confinement.  This  bill  not  only  mitigates  imprisonment 
for  debt,  in  cases  where  the  debtor  is  honest,  but  it  has 
the  fiirtber  effect  to  render  imprisonment  more  efficient, 
in  cases  where  that  process  is  properly  used. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said,  that  the  bill  purported  to  miti- 
gate or  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt ;  and*  also  to  render 
such  imprisonment  infinitely  more  severe.  It  made  the 
inheritance  and  possession  of  land  criminal,  and  punished 
it  as  such  {  and,  perhaps,  (if  it  was  so,  he  sliould  like  to 
have  it  avowed,)  it  has  the  further  purpose  to  foice  a  re- 
peal of  the  ancient  Wws  of  the  State  which  he  represented. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says,  that,  aft^r  judgment 
is  pronounced  against  the  landholder,  he  ought  to  sell — 
this  might  do  in  a  State  where  a  large  amount  of  money 
is  circulated,  and  where  there  is  a  great  demand  and 
ready  sale  for  land ;  and  such  was,  perhaps,  the  case  in 
the  SUte  of  Georgb :  if  it  was  so,  he  was  glad  of  it.  But 
such,  he  assured  the  gentleman,  was  not  the  case  in  Vir- 
ginia, nor  in  any  other  merely  agricultural  countiy  that 
he  ever  heard  of.  But  who,  he  would  ask,  would  pur- 
chase the  land  under  such  incumbrances  as  the  bill  im- 
posed on  it  ?  It  Is  to  be  sold  subject  to  all  the  claima  of 
all  his  creditors ;  and  who  will  buy  before  the  amount  of 
these  claims  are. ascertained  and  fixed  ?  In  the  first  place, 
the  debtor,  under  this  law,  though  guilty  of  no  fraud  nor 
folly,  is  imprisoned,  and  denied  bail ;  he  would  relieve 
himself  by  the  sale  of  hb  land,  if  he  could  sell  it,  but  that 
necessarily  requires  time;  and,- moreover,  i>obo<ly  will 
purchase  the  land,  for  reason  of  the  lien  on  it.  His  anxiety 
for  the  presei-vation  of  faith  in  contracts  was  as  gieat  as 
that  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  Fides  servanda  est, 
was  a  maxim  which  should  prevail  in  all  publie  and  pri- 
vate transactions.  Personal  liberty  was  valuable ;  but  it 
would  be  purchased  at  too  dear  a  price,  if  acquired  at  the 
expense  of  good  faith.  He  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  his  motion  to  amend. 

.  Mr.  BERRIEN  rose  to  make  a  single  sufj^estion.  If  a 
defendant  have  property  not  hablc  to  execution,  but  bound 
by  the  judgment,  it  is  said  that  he  will  be  subject  to  close 
confinement,  unless  he  sells  or  assigns  hb  property.  This 
difficulty  did  not  in  fact  exist.  If  the  property  was  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  debt,  it  could  be  sold ;  for  what  would 
hinder  purchasers  from  taking  it  at  a  fair  price,  in  which 
tlie  liens  should  be  included ?  Whenever  he  relinquishes 
his  property  to  liis  creditors,  that  moment  he  is  free.  If 
he  does  not  relinquisli  it,  the  plaintiff  b  restored  to  lus 
original  rights. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that  we  owe  it  to  the  country 
to  dispose,  without  delay,  of  this  subject,  which,  for  six 
}  ears,  has  consumed  so  much  of  our  time.  In  the  first 
discussion  on  this  subject,  it  was  contended  that  the  rights 
of  the  creditor  were  impaired  by  the  provisions  of  tlie  biU ; 
it  b  now  said* of  tlie  same  bill  and  provbions,  that  they 
give  too  great  a  power  to  the  creditor  over  the  debior- 
Now,  Sir,  how  stands  it  ?  The  proviuon  objected  to,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  the  most  salutary  contained  in  thr  biU,  and 
both  debtors  and  creditors  would  probably  concur  in  the 
opinion.  The  provision  draws  a  distinction  between  dcbi 
and  crime.  It  subjects  no  one  to  imprisonment  except 
those  who,  Imving  the  ability,  want  the  inclination  to  pay 
their  just  debts.  The  bill  provides  that  no  one  should 
be  imprisoned  on  mesne  process,  except  those  who  arc 
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fraudulent.  Suspicion  of  debt  is  not  made  punishable  < 
and  on  what  "principle  of  humanity  and  equity  can  you 
punish  a  man  on  mere  suspicion  of  any  crime  ?  The  nnal 
process  is  also  objected  to.  What  is  tiiat  process  as  it 
stands  ?  The  creditor  may  confine  the  debtor  till  the 
debt  is  paid,  or  till  he  is  diKhar^  by  course  of  law. 
The  bill  confines  the  debtor  until  he  has  surrendered*  for 
the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  all  his  properW  :  and  can  you 
confine  him  any  longer,  except  as  a  punisnment  ? 

There  has  been  a  time  when  debt  was  punished ';  but, 
in  this  age,  and  in  this  countty,  no  one  attempts  to  justify 
imprisonment  for  debt,  except  as  the  means  of  coercion 
to  payment.  But  what  avails  coercion,  after  tlie  property 
of  the  debtor  is  g^ven  up  ?  The  legitimate  object  offinal 
process  is  then  attained  by  the  bill.  He  would  also  con- 
tend and  show  ^at  this  object  was  more  fully  attained, 
than  by  thfr>ezisttng  laws.  At  present,  in  every  different 
State,  wide  Ihnits  w^re  secured  to  persons  committed  on 
final  process.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  jail  bounds 
extended  to  the  limits  of  the  county.  The  rich  and  frau- 
dulent debtor,  therefore,  goes  on  the  liberties  ?  and  lives 
in  ease  and  independence,  wantoning  on  the  property  of 
his  creditors.  He  may,  perhaps^  for  a  little' while,  lay 
aside  his  coach,  but  not  always.  He  was  not  excluded 
from  society,  nor  from  any  luxury  which  money  eould 
procure,  and  he  supposed  none  of  the  disgrace  of  confine- 
ment. I  say,  then,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  that  the  present  law 
for  imprisonment  for  debt  does  not  apply  to  fraudulent 
debtors.  One  object  of  the  bill  is  to  extend  the  rigors  of  con* 
finement  to  them,  and  to  relieve  the  honest  debtor.  It  puts 
the  dishonest  debtor  within  the  fi>ur  walls,  and  keepa  him 
there  till  disg^race,  mortification,  pride,  and  interest,  shall 
compel  him  to  disgorge  his  ill-gotten  wealth.  To  every 
case  of  fraud  this  provision  applies  ( to  the  disbursing  offi- 
cer, who  is  guilty  of  a  double  breach  of  honesty,  as  an 
officer  and  a  man  ;  the  executor,  who  has  betrayed  the 
most  sacred  trust  that  can  be  reposed  by  man  in  his  fel- 
lows i  to  the  attorney,  who  has  been  faithless  to  his  pro- 
fession, and  to  the  confidence  of  the  community.  If  the 
Senator  fix)ro  Virginia  had  confined  his  amendment  to  the 
particular  case  of  landholders  in  Virginia,  he  would  not 
Mre  opposed  it.  But  he  has  poshed  it  to  an  extent 
which  would  destroy  one  of  the  best  features  of  the  bill. 
I  have,  :iaid  Mr.  V.  B.,  in  my  mind's  eye,  many  eases 
wherein  creditors  are  suffering  all  the  evils  and  distresses 
of  honesty,  while  their  debtors  are  luxuriating  in  wealth, 
within  prison  limits,  f  here  was  no  wish  to  apply  the 
provision  to  Virginia  landholders,  and  he  would  vote  for 
their  exemption,  if,  as  it  bad  been  said,  it  bears  harshly 
on  tiicm.  He  saw,  however,  no  difficulty  likely  to  arise 
from  their  case.  Ttiey  cpidd  sell  or  assign  their  lands, 
and  thereby  become  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill. 
If,  afler  judgment  is  obtained,  they  keep  their  property 
invested  In  lands,  with  a  view  to  defeat  the  claims  of  tlieir 
creditors,  the  provision  would  apply  tot^iem. 

Mr.  HAYNE  had  not,  he  said,  the  slighest  wish  to  pro> 
long  the  discussion.  He  rose  merely  to  state  a  fact.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  says  that  the  provision  of  the  9th 
section  has  no  other  object  than  to  punish  frauds.  Now, 
said  Mr.  H.,  if  1  do  not  show  him  tliat  he  is  mistaken  as 
regards  this  fact,  I  will  abandon  the  whole  question. 
The  provision  is,  "that  in  all  cases  where  the  body  of  any 
person  shall  be  subject  to  imprisonment  by  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  such  person  shall  be  deprived  of  tiie  benefit 
of  prison  bounds,  and  kept  in  close  custody  until  dis- 
chsirged  by  due  course  of  law."  In  all  cases  this  clause 
is  to  operate.  "What  are  the  cases  }  Disbursing  officers. 
Are  ail  these  who  are  indebted  to  the  Government  frau- 
dulent ?  We  have  ourselves  passed  laws  for  the  relief  of 
niany  of  them  from  their  debts  to  the  Govemif^ent .  Mer- 
cliants,  who  owe  revenue  debts,  are  all  these  fraudulent  i 
Their  property  is  exposed  to  the  winds,  waves,  and  the 
ravage*  of  fire,  which  oftentimes  disables  them  from  meet- 


ing their  revenue  bonds.  Other  cases  mentioned  were, 
perhaps^  properly  qualified  as  fraudulent.  But  there  is 
another  large  class  of  persons  to  which  the  clause  applies, 
who  are  guilty  of  no  fhiud ;  he  meant  those  who  keep 
their  property  so  invested  as  to  prevent  its  liability  to  at- 
tachment or  execution,  after  judgment  is  recovered 
a^nst  them.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  rew 
citing  this  clause,  used  the  words  **  with  a  view"  to  pre- 
vent, &c.  Thdse  words  did  not  appear  as  a  qualification 
iu  the  bill.  If  a  landholder  in  Virginia  becomes  liable  to 
the  clause,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  says  he  may 
sell  hit  lands.  But  this  cannot  always  be  done  ima»- 
diately,  if,  indeed,  it  can  be  done'  at  aiL  In  Virginia,  aa 
well  as  in  other  Southern  States,  lands  have  been  offered 
for  sale  over  and  over  again,  without  finding  any  bidders. 
In  case  the  landholder  fails  to  sell,  he  must  go,  Without 
bail  or  mairtprize,  into  close  prison. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  explained,  and  replied  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  briefly  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  In  tnmg  to  please  eveiy  body, 
he  said,  the  committee  would  please  nobody.  He  be^ 
lieved  that  the  bill,  in  its  original  form,  was  more  efficient, 
both  for  debtors  and  creditors. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  on  Mr. 
Tazswki.l'8  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows ; 

YEAS  .^Messrs.  Chase,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Noble,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Tazewell,  Thomas, 
White,  Willey.— 12. 

NAYS. —Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton,  Ber- 
rien, Bouligny,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Ea- 
ton, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 
King)  Knight,  McKinley,  McLane,  Macon,  Marks,  Parria, 
Ridgeley,  Rowan,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Maiykiid, 
Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodbury ^29. 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  offer  an  amendment,  but  said  he 
would  give  no  pledge  to  vote  for  the  bill,  even  if  the. 
amendment  was  adopted.  He  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  first  section  the  words,  "But  if  the  court  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  said  allegations  are  not  well  founded,  it 
may  make  an  order,  to  be  entered  on  record,  discharging 
the  said  bail  or  security  from  his  or  their  suretyship.'' 
The  object  of  the  amendment  was,  he  stated,  to  relieve 
the  plaintiff  from  the  delay,  expense,  and  embarrassment, 
of  t^m^  the  issue  on  his  allegations.  The  trial  would 
necessardy  be  inconclusive  *,  for  though  the  judge  might, 
decide  oue  way,  the  jury,  on  the  main  issue,  mig^t  de- 
cide in  another  way.  The  bill,  he  said,  provided  for  seve- 
ral trials  in  the  same  cause,  some  of  them  on  collateral 
points.  The  pro&pect  of  so  much  delay  and  embarrass- 
ment would  prevent  a  plaintifi'from  prosecuting  the  most 
plain  und  just  action. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON 
of  Kentucky,  KANE,  VAN  BUREN,  and  BERRIEN, 
and  supported  bv  Mr.  WOODBURY.    • 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  NOBLE  wished  to  have  time  allowed  him  to  exa> 
mine  the  bill  further,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  bearing- 
on  the  Western  States.  He  was  under  the  impression 
that  it  would  destroy  all  commercial  confidence  in  the 
West,  and  that  it  was  a  bold  and  alarming  innovation  on 
the  laws,  usages,  rights,  and  interests  of  the  Western  peo- 
ple. The  benefits  of  the  bill  were,  in  his  opinion,  en- 
tirely visionary.  It  would  have  no  tendency  to  mitigate 
the  evils  resulting  from  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  butwould 
destroy  credit  and  confidence.  He  should  therefore  re* 
sist  it.  He  would  stand  in  opposition  to  it  if  he  stood 
alone .  Notwithstanding  the  abuse  which  bad  been  heap- 
ed upon  him  by  the  public  press,  on  account  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  this  b'dl,  he  should  still  exert  his  efibrts  to  pi«-> 
j  vent  its  passage.     Regardless  of  consequences,  he  should 
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withstand  the  popular  current,  and  discharge  his  duty. 
He  moved  that  the  hill  be  postponed  to  Tuesday  next, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  did  not  hear  the  reason, 
he  said,  which  the  Senator  froni  Indiana  gave  for  the  post- 
ponement. Those  near  me  inform  me  that  he  wishes  to 
be  heard  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  I  shall  with  great 
pleasure  listen  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  on  the 
•tt|)ject  of  the  bill.  He  does  not  often  detain  the  Houre 
in  speaking,  and,  iri  respect  to  my  willingness  to  hear  him, 
I  would  be  content  to  comply  with  his  request  for  the 
pottponement.  I  was  not  aware  that  the  gentleman  had 
oeen  abused  in  the  public  prints  on  account  of  his  oppo- 
ntion  to  this  measure.  If  he  has  been  misrepr<fsented 
and  abused  as  he  complains,  I  assure  him  that  I  lent  no 
aid  to  It. 

The  reasons  which  the  gentleman  has  given  for  his  hos. 
tility  to  the  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  contradictor'.  In 
one  breath  he  says  that  the  bill  will  not  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  and,  in  the  next,  he  says  it  will  destroy 
commercial  confidence.  The  gentleman  objected,  too, 
to  the  title  of  the  bill,  as  differing  from  its  character.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  his  argument  on  the  title  of  the 
bill.  While  he  denies,  however,  that  the  bill  will  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt,  he  declares  that  it  is  destructive 
of  the  rights  of  creditors^  although  it  is  not  to  operate  on 
any  existing  contracts.  He  wislied  to  give  the  gentleman 
an  opportunity  to  express  his  views;  but,  as  the  time 
which  he  proposed  is  distant,  I  shall  vote  against  his  mo- 
tion for  postponement. 

Mr.  NOBLE  replied,  that  he  was  happy  to  learn  that, 
though  the  Senator  from  Kentacky  was  so  sensitive  on 
'  the  subject  of  his  bill,  he  was  willing  to  listen  to  argu- 
ments in  opposition  to  it.  His  views  were  not  so  contra- 
.  dictory  as  the  gentleman  supposed.  He  believed  that 
the  bill  would  help  the  Western  States,  poor  as  they  had 
always  been  ;  and  the  case  of  the  1900  debtors  in  New 
Torl^  who  were  not  to  be  relieved  by  the  bill,  would  show 
that  it  did  not  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  thinks,  however,  that  I  have  asked  for 
too  long  a  time.  I  ask,  said  Mr.  N.,  only  for  four  days ; 
whereM  the  gentleman  has  taken  six  years.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  hoped  the  bill  would  be  decided  on,  be- 
cause it  was  his  hobby.  He,  thank  God,  had  no  hobbies. 
Re  stuck  to  the  people.  The  people  asked  no  favors 
from  the  Government.  They  had  not  asked  for  this  bill. 
The  gentleman  had  often,  on  this  floor,  expressed  bis 
jealou^  of  tlie  federal  power,  and  his  apprehensions  tliat 
It  would  swallow  up  the  States.  If  he  gets  this  bill 
through,  he  will  find  that  the  States  will  swallow  up  the 
general  Government.     He  should  press  his  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  ssid  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  Senator  from  Indiana  intended  to  offer  any 
amendment.  In  that  case  he  may  suflTer  the  bill  to  pass 
to  the  next  stage,  and  take  an  opportunity  to  express  his 
views  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  NOBLE  replied,  that  he  had  an  amendment  to  of- 
fen  He  would  move  that  on  mesne  process  the  debtor 
should  be  discharged  on  making  a  surrender  of  his  pro- 
pertjr,  and  on  final  process  he  should  be  discharged  on 
making  a  surrender  of  his  property. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  those  were  the  very 
provinons  of  the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
On  division,  32  rose  in  the  affirmative,  and  22  in  the 
negative.  The  Chair  voted  in  the  negative. 
«  Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  he  hoped  the  Senator  from  India- 
na would  allow,  the  bill  to  go  its  next  sta?e,  as  he  had 
declared  his  opposition  to  the  whole  bill,  ne  would  not 
care  to  amend  it :  besides,  the  amendments  suggested  by 
him  are  distinctly  the  maiu  provisions  of  the  bill.  If, 
however,  he  insisted  on  its  motion,'  he  shoidd  vote  with 
him. 


Mr.  NOBLE  considered,  he  said,  that  he  could  not 
withdraw  his  motion.  He  wished  time  to  examine  the 
bill  in  all  its  bearings,  and  he  should  propose  amendments 
which  would  gro  to  simplify  it,  and  rid  it  of  its  complex 
and  heavy  machinery. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Tues- 
day was  taken,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

-  HoxDAT,  Jahuabx  14, 1838. 
Tfie  Senate  spent  near]y  the  whole  of  this  day's  sitting 
in  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 


TrssDAT,  Javvaxt  15,  1828. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  the  Columbiim  College,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  he  was  uninformed  as  to  the 
object  and  character  of  the  bill,  and*would  be  glad  to 
hear  some  explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,had  hoped  the  vigilance  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine  would  supercede  the  necessity  of 
making  any  explanation  on  this  subject  to  him.  The  bill 
had,  for  several  sessions,  been  befbre  the  Senate^  and  had 
often  been  fully  explained.  Its  object  was  to  relmquish 
to  the  Columbian  College  twenty-five  or  twenty -six  thous- 
and dollars,  with  interest,  amounting  to  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  being  a  debt  due  fh)m  the  col- 
lege to  the  Government.  The  relinquishment  would  re- 
lieve the  coUege  of  great  embarrassment,  which  would 
otherwise  bear  it  down  ;  involving  in  its  destruction  great 
loss  to  individuals  and  a  total  loss  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
Government.  One  portion  of  the  debt  was  contracted  by 
the  Rev.  Luther  Rice,  agentof  the  college,  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  Uie  TreasuiT,  for  two  houses,  situated  on  Green- 
leaf's  Point-  Mr.  Rice  thought  he  could  turn  the  pro- 
perty to  advantage,  and  he  purchlised  it,  ^ving  a  lien 
on  it  to  the  Government  for  security.  The  Govern- 
ment will  therefore  get  back  the  property  in  the  same 
condition  in  which  it  was  sold.  The  other  part  of  the 
debt  became  due  by  the  assumption,  on  the  part  of  the 
college;  of  a  debt  which  Mr.  Thomas  L.  McKenny 
owed  the  Government.  Mr.  J.  was  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  this  transaction,  but  he  was  inform- 
ed that  the  arrangement  proved  to  be  very  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  the  college ;  in^ismuch,  as,  for  a  trifling 
consideration,  it  was  made  responsible  for  a  large  d^ht . 
He  would  now  show,  how  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
materially  benefit  the  institution,  and  how  its  rejection 
would  ruin  it.  The  institution  had  been  founded  by  vo- 
luntary contributions.  Its  early  receipts  did  not  realise 
anticipations,  and  its  expenditures,  which  were  based  on 
the  supposition  that  the  college,  in  its  first  years,  would 
have  been  100  students,  considerably^  exceeded  those  re* 
ceipts.  The  debt  which  the  colleee  owed  to  individuals, 
was  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the 
debt  to  ths  Government.  The  creditors  had  agreed  to 
take  $  75,000,  and  to  give  up  their  claims,  relying  upon 
the  honor  of  the  institution  to  pay  the  other  portion  when 
it  was  able.  To  pay  this  sum  of  $  75,000,  the  college  had 
$  25,000  in  stocks,  and  could  raise  $  50,000  more  by  in- 
dividual contributions.  This  sum  had  been  subscribed, 
payable  on  the  condition  that  the  claims  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  individuals  against  the  college,  should  here* 
linquished.  If,  however,  an  attempt  be  made  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  the  exertions  of  the  friends  of  the 
college  would  be  paralysed .  He  hoped  that  no  opposition 
would  be  made  to  the  bill.  It  would  prop  up  a  seminary 
which  would  befWiitful  of  advantages  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, without  in  anyway  impairing  the  rights  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  calling  upon  it  for  a  single  cent :  for,  if  the  Govern- 
ment pushed  its  oaims,  those  d^ms  must  be  lost,as  well  as 


78 


J  MM.  1«,  1838.] 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

Columbian,  CoUegt, 


74 


[SENATE. 


the  claimB  of  the  private  creditors.  Conmss,  too,  was  the 
Legislature  for  the  people  (he  might  calTthem  unfortunate 
people,  for  they  had  no  political  rights,)  of  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  and  if  Congress  did  nothing  to  promote  the 
literaiy  institutions  of  tlic  District,  it  would  not  do  what 
the  State. Lej^sUtures  had  done  in  each  sevend  State. 
The  proposition  to  relieve  and  re-establish  the  institution 
by  this  cheap  and  easy  boon,  would  not,  he  trusted,  find 
a  dissenting  voice.- 

The  Congress  bad  been  called  upon  to  extend  this  re- 
lief, by  the  memorial  of  a  number  of  individuals  whose 
characters  were  as  respectable  as  the  object  which  they 
proposed  was  laudable. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  was,  he  said,  friendly  to  the  college, 
which  be  hoped  would  succeed ;  but  h6  was  opposed  to 
the  means  by  which  the  bill  contemplated  to  relieve  the 
college.  He  objected  to  this  bargaining,  which,  it  ap- 
peared, had  been  going  on  betweeo  the  Government  and 
the  college.  He  also  objected  to  the  principle  that  the 
college,  as  a  party  to  these  bargains,  could  hold  the  Go- 
veraroent  to  them,  if  they  proved  advantageous,  and  be 
released  from  them  if  they  proved  disadvantageous.  He 
doubted  not  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  fully 
informed  as  to  the  &cts,  in  which  respect  the  gentleman 
had  an  advantage  over  him  ?  but  he  must,  liowever,  take 
leave  to  protest  against  what  he  conceived  to  be  tlie  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill.  - 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  was,  he  said,  in  the 
dark  as  to  tbc  merits  of  the  transactions  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman,  from  Kentucky;  he  should,  therefore,  move 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  ol 
Columbia,  with  a  view  to  have  the  facts  reported. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky.  They  had  been  reported. 
Mr.  SMITH  would  then  be  glad  of  an  'opportunity  to 
read  the  report.  He  would  Hke  to  know  something  of 
the  bargain  for  the  houses,  and  how  the  Government  be- 
came  a  dealer  in  houses  5  and  he  would  thank  the  gentle- 
roan  to  inform  him  where  he  could  find  the  report 

Mr.  EATON  said  that  the  committee  had  not  nuule  a 
detailed  report  of  the  case  this  year  ;  but  there  was  one 
last  year,  and  there  had  been  one  nearly  every  year  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years.    He  did  not  think  it  necet- 
»ry,  therefore,  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case  fully. 
The  only  question  was,  whether  the  Government  sh(Mild 
reheve  the  college  from  a  disadvantageous  bargain.    The 
facts  were,  briefly,  that  some  years  ago  the  Government 
had  unavailable  funds  in  the  Cincinnati  Bank.     A  part  of 
these  funds,  which,  it  seems,  were  ulti»nately  lost  to  their 
holder^  were  disposed  of  by  the  Government  to  an  indi- 
vidual for  the  two  houses  in  question,  on  GreenleaPs  Point. 
Mr.  Rice,  the  agent  of  the  college^  purchased  the  pro- 
Pcrty*  giving  the  Government  a  lien  or.  it  for  security. 
But  the  contract  proved  to  be  a  very  unprofitable  one  to 
the  college.     Its  benefits  enured  to  the  Government  ?  for 
It  got  security  for  its  unavailable  funds,  and  still  holds  a 
hen  on  the  property.    In  the  second  contract.  Col.  Tho- 
mas L.  McKenney,  an  officer  of  one  of  the  Departments^ 
owed  a  debt  to  the  Government,  which  was  assumed  by 
the  college,  and  Col.  McKennev  was  to  pay  the  debt  to 
the  college  in  instalmeotSi  payable  from  time  to  time ;  but 
it  seemed  that  the  college  never  received  but  $  1000, 
thoQg^  their  liability  to  the  Government  still  remained. 
The  ini^tution  was  formed  by  ^irivate  funds  without  the 
aid  of  Government.    It  was  objected  to  it,  that  it  was 
sectarian  $  but,  though  sectarian  in  its  origin,  it  was  not 
>o  in  practice.    The  subscribers  to  the  relief  of  the  col- 
lege would  not  invest  their  funds  while  this  debt  was 
hanging  over  it.    These  subscriptions  would  be  paid  only 
in  case  the  college  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  discharge 
from  its  creditors.     It  was  left  to  Congress  to  determine 
whether,  by  relinquishing  the  debt,,  to  re-establish  the 
college,  or,  in  chuKcter  of  a  creditor,  to  break  it  down. 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Cfti'olina,  moved  the  postpone- 


ment of  the  bill  to  Friday  next,  with  a  view  to  examine 
the  ca^e  ;  which  motion  prevailed. 


WEDirzsDAt,  Jaihtart  16,  1838. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  purehase  of  sites,  and  the  erec^ 
tion  of  .Custom  Houses  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Mobile,  Alabama,  and  for  the  repair  of  the  Custom  House 
at  Newburyport,  in  Massachusetts,  was  read  a  second  time. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  stated,  that  the  peculiar  situatioa 
of  the  ports  in  question,  made  it  necessaiy  that  this  appro- 
priation should  be  made.  As  to  Newport,  it  had  been 
shewn  that  there  was  no  fire  proof  building  in  the  place 
that  could  be  hired  for  a  Custom  House,  and  hence  it  was 
eonsidered  necessary  for  the  United  States  to  builtt.  As 
to  the  commerce  of  Newport,  the  committee  had  proof  be- 
fore them  that,  for  several  years,  the  amount  of  the  duties 
had  been  ^,000  per  annum.  As  to  Mobile,  those  stores 
which  had  hitiierto  been  con^dered  fit  for  hiring,  for  this 
purpose,  had  been  consumed  in  the  late  conflagration  ; 
and  tliose  which  remained  were  not  considered  suitable. 
The  duties  collected  at  Mobile,  had,  for  several  years  past, 
averaged  nearly  #60,000.  Hence  a  Custom  House  was 
more  needed  there  than  in  many  ports  where  they  have 
been  establistied.  All  that  was  required  in  relation  to  the 
Custom  House  at  Newburyport,  was  to  repaii>the  build- 
ing, which  had  been  obtained  from  a  person  indebted  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  only  a  small  amount  of  rent 
was  paid.  If  reqiured,  this  building  would  not  only  affoM 
accommodations  for  a  Custom  House,  but  the  remaining 
portion  Height  be  rented.  In  some  ports  the  rent  of  the 
building  was  paid  by  the  officers ;  but  in  the  ports,  named 
in  this  bill,  the  rent  was  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ROBHIMS  made  some  explanations,  as  was  under- 
stood, in  relation  to  the  Custom  House  at  Newport  ^when 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  renew- 
al of  several  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland^  was  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  SMIl'H,  of  Md.  said,  in  expUnation,  that,  prior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  had  passed  several  acts  granting 
certain  rights  to  the  port  of  Baltimore,  fbr  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor.  After  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, those  acts  had  been  renewed  by  Congress,  and  this 
is  the  object  of  the  present  bill.  The  grant  was  two  pence 
on  the  ton,  which  amounted  to  about^,000;  while  $18,000 
had  been  appropriated  by  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  to 
deepening  tlie  channel,  for  which  purpose  no  assistance 
had  ever  been  asked  of  Congress,  while  other  cities,  simi- 
larly situated,  had  frequently  received  its  aid. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
Revolution,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  tiiat  as  this  was  a  bill  of  consid- 
erable importance,  both  in  point  of  principle,  and  Uie 
amount  of  property,  he  should  move  its  postponement  un- 
til Wednesday  week,  and  that  it  be  nuide  the  order  fur 
that  day  ;  which  was  ag^ed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  abolish  Im-  ' 
prisonment  for  Debt,  then  recurred. 

Mr.  NOBLE,  afler  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  proposed  the  following  amendments  : 

Strike  out,  in  tlie  5th  section,  after  the  word  'rendered,' 
to  the  word  *  costs,'  and  insert  the  following  : 

"  A  schedule  of  his  or  her  whole  estate,  and  take  the 
following  oath,  which  the  clerk  is  hereby  empowered  to 
administer :  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  afiirm,  (as 
the  case  may  be,)  profess  and  declare,  the  scltedule  now 
delivered  and  filed,  by  me  subscribed,  doth  contain,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  remembrance,  a  full,  just,  true. 
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T^nd  perfect  account,  and  discoveiy  of  all  the  estate,  g^ods, 
:and  efTects,  unto  me  in  anywise  belonging-,  and  such  debts 
as  are  unto  me  owing,  or  to  any  person  in  trust  for  me,  and 
t)f  aH  securities  and  contracts,  whereby  any  money  may 
here&iter  become  payable,  or  any  bvt'<?fit  or  advantage  ac- 
crue to  me,  or  my  use,  or  any  per:»oii  or  persons  in  trust 
for  me  ;  and  that  I,  or  any  penon  or  persons  in  trust  for 
me,  have  noland%  money,  stock,  or  any  other  estate,, 
real  or  personal,  in  possession,  reversion,  or  remainder,  of 
the  value  of  the  debt  or  debts  witli  which  1  am  charged 
in  execution,  or  owing  to  others,  and  that  I  have  not,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  sold,  lessened,  or  otherwise  disposed 
o^  in  trust,  or  concealed,  all,  or  any  part  of  my  lands, 
goods,  stock,  debts,  securities,  or  estate,  whereby  to  se- 
cure the  same,  to  receive  or  expect  any  profit  or  advantage 
thereof,  to  defraud  or  deceive  any  crcnditor  or  creditors 
io  whom  I  am  indebted  in  anywise  however.  Which 
schedule,  being  so  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the 
clerk  of  the  court,  shall  remain  with  him,  for  the  infer* 
mation  of  the  creditors  of  such  defendant  or  defendants." 

And  at  the  end  of  section.  9,  add  sections  10,  11,  12, 
and  13,  as  follows  : 

"Sec.  10  The  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
.  which  shall  be  contained  in  such  schedule  for  such  use, 
right,  and  interest,  or  title,  as  such  defendant  shall  then 
have  in  the  same,  which  he  may  lawfully  part  with,  re- 
serving to  the  wife  of  such  defendant  her  right  of  dower 
therein,  and  also  all  goods  and  chattels  whatsoever  in 
such  schedule  contained,  shall  be  vested  in  the  marshal 
of  the  district  where  such  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, gcods,  and  chattels,  shall  lie  or  be  found;  and  such 
marshal  is  hereby  authorized,  empowered,  and  required 
to  sell  and  ct)nvey  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  at  public  sale,  for  the  best  price  that  can  be 
gpot  for  the  same  ;  and  the  money  arising  by  such  sale, 
shall  be  by  such  marshal  paid  to  the  creditor  or  creditors 
at  whose  suit  such  defendant  may  have  been  arrested. 
And  af^er  the  delivery  of  such  schedule,  and  the  taking 
of  said  oath,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  clerk,  by  his  order, 
under  the  seal  of  the  clerk,  to  command  the  marshal  or 
jailor,  in  whose  custody  such  defendant  may  be,  forth- 
with to  set  at  liberty  such  defendant ;  which  order  shall 
be  accordingly  obeyed,  and  shall  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge and  indemnify  such  marshal  or  jailor  against  all 
escape,  escapes,  action,  or  actions  whatsoever  which  shall 
or  may  be  brought  or  prosecuted  against  him  or  them, 
by  reason  thereof.  And  if  any  action  shall  be  commenc- 
ed against  such  marshal  or  other  officer,  for  performing 
his  duty  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  he  may  plead  the  gene- 
ral issue  and  g^ve  this  act  in  evidence. 

'*  Sec.  '11.  When  any  defendant  shall  be  discharged  pur- 
suant to  this  act,  and  the  schedule  subscribed  and  deli- 
vered in  by  such  defendant,  shall  contain  money  due  to 
such  defendant,  or  of  goods,  chatties,  and  estates,  or  es- 
tates to  him  belonging,  or  in  the  possessLon  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  for  his  use,  in  that  case  the  clerk  of  the 
court  with  whom  the  schedule  is  directed  to  remain  shall 
immedistely  issue  a  summons  against  each  of  the  persons 
named  as  debtors  in  such  schedule,  and  against  such 
others  as  are  therein  said  to  have  possession  of  any  goods, 
chattels,  or  estate  of  the  property  of  the  defendant,  re- 
citing the  sum  of  money  he  or  she  is  charged  with,  or 
the  particular,  goods,  chattels,  or  estate  said  to  be  in  his 
or  her  possession,  and  requiring  him  or  her  to  appear  at 
the  next  court,  and  declare  on  oath  whether  the  said  mo- 
ney, or  any  part  tliereof,be  really  due  to  such  defendant,  or 
whether  such  goods,  chattels,  or  estate,  or  any  of  them, 
be  really  in  his  or  her  possession,  and  are  the  property  of 
such  prisoner ;  and  if  the  person  so  summoned  shall  fail 
to  attend  accordingly,  or  to  show  good  cause  for  hislion- 
attendance,  it  shall  be  lawftil  for  the  court  to  enter  judg- 
ment against  every  such  person  for  the  moneys,  goods, 
chattels,  or  estate,  in  such  schedule  mentioned,  together 


with  costs  of  suit ;  and  if  such  person  so  summoned  shall 
appear  and  be  sworn,  judgment  shall  be  entered  for  so 
much  of  the  money,*  goods,  chattels,  or  estate,  as  he,  s!ie, 
or  they,  shall  acknowledge  to  be  due,  or  to  be  of  the 
property  of  such  defendant,  and  in  his,  her,  or  their  pos 
session,  with  costs  as  aforesaid ;  which  judgement  shall 
be  entered  in  the  name  of  the  marshal  of  the  district,  who 
may  thereupon  proceed  to  levy  execution,  as  in  other 
cases,  and  to  dispose  of  tlie  money,  gt)ods,  chattels,  or 
estate,  so  recovered,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  this  act  he 
is  directed  to  dispose  of  other  effects. 

«  Sec.  12.  jSnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  where  any 
such  garnishee  shall  not  acknowledge  the  whole  money 
to  be  due,  or  all  the  goods,  chattels,  or  estate  men- 
tioned in  the  schedule  to  be  of  the  property  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  in  his  possession,  the  marshal,  or  such  de- 
fendant, shall  be  at  liberty  to  claim  the  residue'  by  legal 
process  ?  and  the  former  judgment  as  to  such  garnishee 
shall  be  no  flirther  bar  in  such  process,  than  for  so  much 
money,  or  such  goods,  chattels,  or- estates,  as  the  gar- 
nishee is  thereby  ordered  to  pay  and  deliver. 

♦'Sec.  13.  ^ndbeit  further  irtaeied.  That  the  marshal 
shall  be  allowed  to  retain,  out  of  the  effects  of  such  in- 
solvent defendant,  before  the  distribution  thereof,  and 
before  the  payment  of  the  amount  of  the  judgment  to  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  all  reasonable  expenses  in  recover- 
ing such  money,  goods,  chattels,  and  estate  as  afore- 
said, for  proceeding  against  a  garnishee,  as  shall  be 
judged  reasonable  by  the  court.  And  after  such  ex- 
penses are  paid  as  aioresaid,  and  the  judgment  as  afore- 
said to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  all  the  residue  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  insolvent  defendant's  estate,  shall,  under 
the  order  of  the  court,  be  distributed  rateably  among  the 
creditors  of  such  defendant  or  defendants.'* 

Mr.  EATON  proposed  the  following,  as  an  amendment : 

••  Sect-  10.  And  where  any  male  (;f  the  age  of  sixty 
years  and  more,  or  where  any  female  shall,  at  the  passing 
of  this  act,  be  in  confinement  for  debt,  or  in  the  bounds 
upon  surety  for  the  prison  ndes,  they  shall,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  July  next,  be  discharged  from  the  said  impnson- 
ment,  if  confined;  or,  if  under  bond  to  keep  within  the 
prison  bounds,  tht-y  and  their  securities  shall  be  released 
and  discharged  from  the  stipulations  and  liabilities  con- 
tained in  any  bond  given  for  said  prison  bounds^  Provided, 
if  the  creditor  shsU,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July, 
make  oath,  before  the  clerk  authorized  to  issue  execu- 
tions, which  shall  be  retained  on  the  files  of  his  office, 
that  he  verily  believes  the  debtor  has  concealed  or  dispos- 
ed of  his  goods  and  effects,  with  a  view  to  defraud  his 
creditors ;  or  has  covertly  so  disposed  of  them,  as  that  • 
they  cannot  be  reached  by  ordinary  process  of  law  ?  a 
notice  of  which  said  proceedings  shall  be  served  on  the 
debtor,  and  be  traversable  in  the  mode  herein  before 
provided  for,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  party  imprisoned 
or  in  the  bounds,  shall  not  be  discharged,  in  virtue  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  tliis  act,  until  said  traverse  shall  be 
acted  upon. 

"  Sec.  11.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases 
where  the  administering  of  any  oath  shall  become  neces- 
sary, if  the  witness  or  person  (offering  to  swear,  shall 
have  any  scruples  of  conscience,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him 
to  affirm ;  which  said  affirmation  shall  have  the  same  effect, 
and,  if  false,  be  subject  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties 
which  appertain  to  the  taking  a  false  oath." 

Mr.  BERRIEN  did  not  purpose,  he  said,  to  discuss  the 
amendments,  nor  to  g^  fully  into  the  subject  of  the  bill.— 
But  he  thought  that  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  had 
b^en  discussed,  hy  reference  to  pafticular  amendments, 
was  not  the  most  favorable  mode  to  promote  the  success 
of  the  bill.  He  should,  at  this  time,  content  himself 
with  suggesting  some  few  ideas,  which*  in  his  opinion, 
were  decisive  in  favor  of  the  bill,  in  opposition  to  the 
amendments.     The  bill  provides  that  after  a  judgment 
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or  decree  is  cibtuned  by  the  pUuntiif,  the  defendant  may 
relieve  himself  by  making  an  assignment  of  all  his  pro- 
perty for  the  benefit  of  hit  creditors,  and  provides  a  mode 
for  testing  the  fairness  of  the  assignment.    In  lieu  of  this, 
the  amendments  substituted  a  provision,  vesting  in  the 
creditor  at  whose  suit  the  judgment  or  decree  is  obtain- 
ed, an  absolute  property  in  the  defendant's  effects  to  the 
amount  of  his  claim,  and  then  divides  the  remainder  rate- 
ably  among  the  other  creditors.    This  was  the  precise 
subject  already  discussed  on  the  objection  of  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Vii^inia,   [Mr.  Task  well,]   made  under  a 
wrong  impression  as  to  the  effect  of  the  bill.    The 
amendments  provided  no  mode  of  testing  the  validity 
and  fairness  of  the  assignment,  and  afforded  opportuni- 
ties fqr  fraud.  Try  the  principle  by  applying  it  to  a  case. 
Suppose  A  to  be  indebted  to  certain  persons  :  B,  who 
may  or  may  not  be  a  creditor,  is  suffered,  by  collusion 
with  A,  to  obtain  a  judgment  and  conveyance  of  his  pro- 
perty.    A  then  takes  the  oath,  and  his  creditors  are 
cheated.     This  would  not  happen  under  the  provisions 
of  th^  bill.     The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
further  proposed  to  substitute  an  arbitrary  and  summary 
process  for  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.     The  allegations  of 
fraud  are  to  be  tried  and  decided  by  a  judge  instead  of  a 
jury.     It  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  B.  that  the  amendments 
will  fail  of  their  intended  effect,  and  that  they  have  not 
been  deliberately  considered  by  their  movers.     What 
protection  does  this  tribunal,  proposed  by  the  amend- 
mentis  ofier  to  the  debtor  ?  If  he  comes  at  the  summons, 
he  is  deprived  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  ;  if  he  does 
not  come,  he  is  to  be  considered  as  contumacious,  and 
judgment  is  to  be  forthwith  entered  against  him.     For 
what  purpose  was  this  amendment  I   To  prevent  tlie 
practical  operation  of  the  5th  section  of  the  bill.  Among 
the  many  arguments  relied  on,  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
was  onq  which  had  ever  been  urged  against  reform — the 
dangers  of  innovation.     Mr.  B.  did  not  fear  innovations. 
To  guard  aga'mst  their  danger,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
consider  existing  laws  or  institutions,  in  comparison  with 
the  improvements  proposed.    In  this  case  the  obligation 
was  imposed  upon  us  to  consider  the  existing  law,  and 
the  practicability  and  expediency  of  the  proposed  sub- 
stitute. 

The  suggestion  then,  amounted  only  to  this,  that  we 
should  consider  the  practical  effect  of  the  measures 
which  we  adopt,  and,  as  he  must  be  permitted  to  si^, 
it  applied  to  every  exereise  of  le^slative  power,  as  well 
as  that  now  under  consideration.  It  surely  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  maintained  that  the  fear  of  change  should 
arrest  our  march  in  jurisprudence^  and  rivet  upon  us  for- 
ever the  errors  of  our  ancestors.  No  one  was  prepared 
to  advocate  civil  imprisonment  in  the  abstract.  The 
feara  of  many  were  alarmed  by  the  suggestion  that  the 
evil  was  affiliated  with  our  laws,  and  could  not  be  rudely 
cut  off,  without  deeply  wounding  those  laws  themselves, 
•and  the  bare  possibihty  of  such  a  result,  in  their  opinion, 
put  an  end  to  tiie  argument.  He,  therefore,  begged 
gentlemen  to  point  out  the  precise  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  which  they  objected.  If  they  concurred  in  the  prin- 
ciple, they  had  a  right  to  call  in  question  the  practical 
operation  of  tlie  bill ;  but  let  them  not  denounce  it,  in 
l^neral  terms,  as  an  innovation.  In  Mr.  Bsbrien's  opin- 
ion, an  undue  importance  had  been  attached  to  the  bill, 
both  in  and  out  of  Congress.  The  e^ect  of  this  had  ^ 
been  to  increase  the  opposition  to  the  measure.  The 
bill  was  extremely  limited  in  its  operation.  Few  debtors 
would  come  within  its  scope.  It  was  true  tliat,  within 
the  sphere  of  its  operation,  it  takes  from  the  creditor  the 
engine  of  oppression  and  extortion,  but  he  would  fear- 
lessly assert  that  it  also  greatly  added  to  the  means  of 
coercing  payment  of  debts,  where  there  was  property 
111  the  hands' of  the  debtors.  He  would  ask,  what  is  the 
principle  on  which  the  rights  of  creditors  rest }  Imprison- 


ment for  debt  was  {^ven  to  creditors,  as  a  punishment 
for  withholding  property,  or  as  a  means  to  enforce  the 
surrender  of  concealed  property.  In  punishing  debt  the 
law  confounds  it  with  guilt ;  as  a  punishment  ti  fraud 
then  it  is  ineffectual  and  improper,  for  its  exercise  ia 
capricious  and  indiscreet.  The  bill  asserts  a  limit  be- 
yond which  the  power  of  the  creditor  shall  not  go.  If 
imprisonment  be  used  as  a  means  of  coercing  a  fraudu- 
lent debtor,  the  propriety  of  applying  such  coercion  to 
any  particular  case  must  depend  on  the  proof  of  the  fraud. 
If  fraud  be  not  proved,  the  principle  does  not  apply,  for 
it  is  not  reasonable  to  imprison  those  who  have  not  con- 
cealed property.  Take  then  imprisonnfent  for  debt  as 
vou  will,  you  will  find  that  the  rights  of  creditors  go  far 
beyond  the  principles  on  which  they  are  based.  Does 
this  bill  secure  creditors  from  fraud,  and  withhold  fron» 
them  the  means  of  oppression  ?  if  so,  it  secured  to  credi- 
tors all  tlie  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled,  and  re- 
stored tlie  exercise  of  them  to  proper  fimits.  In  meane 
process,  unless  you  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
defendant  intends  to  abscond  or  withdraw  from  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  court,  you  have  neither  right  nor  motive 
to  arrest  him.  If  you  charge  crime,  the  party  is  arrest- 
ed but  not  committed.  The  magistrate  is  bound  to  look 
into  circumstances,  and  if  the  charge  be  not  supported 
by  proof,  the  partv  is  entitled  to  a  dischai^e.  Why  should 
the  law  make  d^bt,  and  even  the  suspicion  of  debt,  more 
criminal  than  murder  ?  The  bill,  therefore,  required  that 
the  plaintiff,  before  he  could  hold  the  defendant  to  bail, 
should  make  oath  that  the  defendant  is  about  to  leave 
the  country,  &c.  and  should  give  reasonable  proof 
of  the  fact.  This  was  no  new  principle.  It  bad  always 
been  extended  to  those  who  were  charged  with  crimes. 
But  i^  was  said  that  tliere  was  a  second  trial,  a  second 
series  of  oaths,  allegations,  and  issues.  Whenever  thei« 
is  doubt,  said  Mr.  Beb^iev,  the  law  g^ves  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  to  the  citizen  defendant.  The  citizen  was 
not,  by  any  principle,  bound  tn  prove  his  liberty,  but  his 
accusers  were  bound  to  prove  their  right  to  deprive  him 
of  his  Uberty.  Unless,  therefore,  gentlemen  are  prepar- 
ed to  deny  this  principle,  they  cannot  object  to  the  pro- 
visions of  tlie  first  section. 

The  remaining  section,  which  it  was  necessary  for  Mr. 
B.  to  animadvert  upon  at  this  time,  was  that  which  regu- 
lated the  mode  of  proceeding  af^er  judgment.  The  ex- 
isting law  authorizes  execution  either  against  the  body 
or  the  property  of  the  defendant.  The  bill  gives  a  pro- 
cess to  the  creditor,  and  another  to  the  debtor  $  the  ob- 
jects of  both  of  which  are  to  secure  the  creditor  in  the 
possession  of  the  debtor's  property,  if  he  has  any,  which 
lie  refuses  to  surrender ;  and,  if  he  has  none,  to  secure 
the  debtor  in  his  right  to  personal  liberty.  In  one  pro- 
Cess,  the  creditor  may  mean  that  the  defendant  has  con- 
cealed property  ;  the  creditor  ap(>cars  before  the  court 
to  contest  the  al lection  ;  and,  according  to  the  result, 
the  debtor  is  imprisoned  or  not.  In  the  other  process, 
the  debtor  may  make  an  assignment  of  his  propertj-,  and 
the  creditors  may  appear  to  contest  the  fairness  of  the 
assigiimeiit ;  and,  according  to  the  result,  the  debtor  is 
liable  to  imprisonment  or  not.  In  either  case,  if  the 
debtor  proved  fraudulent,  the  plaintiff  rcsoits  to  his  ori- 
ginal remedy.  But  the  debtor  who  is  proved  to  be 
fraudulent,  is  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  prison  bounds. 
The  objection  to  this  part  of  the  bill  is  made  upon  an 
assumption  that  public  opinion  will  interpose  itself  be- 
tween the  creditor  and  the  debtor,  end  restrain  the  form- 
er from  oppressing  the  latter.  It  is  conceded  that  tii'c 
imprisonment  of  an  innocent  debtor  is  cruel  and  uime- 
cessary,  but  it  is  attempted  to  exempt  the  principle  con- 
ceded from  any  practical  operation,  by  an  assumption 
that  tlie  moral  tnfluei.ce  of  public  opinion  was  so  power- 
ful as  to  prevent  such  imprisonment..  Gentlemen  say 
there  is  no  cose  in  which  honest  debtors  are  imprisoned. 
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Hr.  B.  wtu  as  free  as  any  one  to  concede  that  the  conven- 
tional  and  moral  laws  of  soc^'ety  were  more  powerful  than 
statutory  enactments ;  and  )te  would  put  the  issue  on  the 
fiict,  whether  public  opinion  was  ^ercised  on  this  subject 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  any  abuses  of  the  law  of 
imprisonment ;  and,  if  it  was  found  that  there  was,  or 
was  likely  to  be,  a  single  case  which  required  the  inter- 
position of  the  law  between  the  avarice  of  an  unfeeling 
creditor  and  the  liberty  of  an  honest  debtor,  be  would 
advocate,  to*  the  whole  extent  of  his  ability,  the  passage 
of  this  bill. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  inquire  whether  the 
number  of  debtors  entitled  to  relief  would  be  greater  or 
less  than  had  been  supposed  ;  for  if  there  should  exist 
any  occasion  for  the  operation  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
with  him  a  sufficient  reason  for  adopting  it.  But,  any 
one  who  had  long  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the 
law,  knew  that  cases  of  imprisonment,  even  of  the  most 
honest  and  deserving  men,  were  not  rare ;  and  it  was 
known  too,  to  the  profesaon,  that  persons  are  often  sued 
in  grder  to  force  them,  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
necessary  bail,  to  a  compromise,  and  to  the  payment  of 
a  smaller  sum.  Writs  were  also  used  to  force  the  friends 
of  the  debtor  to  relieve  him  from  his  debt,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  a  jail.  Even  when  individuals  had  given  up  all 
their  property,  ^md  paid  nearly  all  their  debts,  having, 
perhaps,  fpven  a  preference  to  endorsers,  or  some  other 
creditors,  in  conformity  with  established  usage,  he  was 
thrown  into  prison  with  the  expectation  that  some  one  of 
his  friends  or  connexions  would  pay  the  debt.  An  appeal 
was  often  made  to  the  father  by  a  ea.  so.  against  the  son  ; 
and  the  last  resource  of  the  wife  was  extorted  from  her 
by  a  ea.  ta.  against  her  husband.  Mr.  B.  thought  that  all 
creditors  could  not  be  restrained  in  the  exercise  of  their 
rights  by  moral  considerations.  They  would  extend 
their  means  of  coercion,  from  the  debtor  to  those  of  his 
connexions,  to  whom  he  is  near  and  dear.  In  Mr.  B's 
opinion,  the  leg^l  and  moral  operation  of  the  capias  ad 
KUisfadendum  ceased  with  the  debtor ;  and,  to  extend 
.  it  further,  with  a  view  to  operate  on  others,  was  incon- 
sistent with  (he  object  of  the  process,  and  with  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

It  was  also  objected  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  that 
their  operation  would  be  attended  with  trouble  to 
the  party  plaintiff.  The  <*  complicated  machinery"  of 
the  bill  had  been  much  dwelt  upon  as  an  arg^iment  agunst 
it  This  objection  he  would  meet  en  the  same  principles 
with  which  he  had  met  the  alleged  "  innovation''  of  the 
biU  on  the  established  laws. 

The  machinery  of  the  bill  was  the  provisions  adopted 
to  carry  into  effect  the  principle  of  the  bill,  if  any  of 
the  provisions  were  unnecessary  or  inefficient  for  this  ob- 
ject, let  them  be  pointed  out,  and  altered  or  expunged. 
But  the  industr}''  and  vigilance  of  the  opponents  of  the 
measure,  had  failed  in  detecting  such  provisions.  l*he 
objection  is  not  to  the  machinery  but  to  the  consequences 
resulting  from  it.  Take  this  proposition  .-  no  debtor  who 
has  honestly  surrendered  his  properly  should  be  impri- 
soned  ;  every  body  grants  it.  But  it  is  said  that  some 
debtors  have  property  locked  up  in  cWes  in  action  and 
bank  stock,  and  therefore  tlie  ea.  sa.  must  in  every  case 
be  retained. 

Mr.  U.  denied  the  consequences.  A  vast  majority  of 
those  who  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  bill  had  no 
bank  stock,  nor  choeu  in  aetionf  or  other  prr*perty  con- 
cealed or  withheld.  This  argument  is  refuted  by  stating 
it.  It  asserts  a  right  to  use  the  ea,  sa,  against  all,  be- 
cause there  is  propriety  in  using  it  against  a  few.  In 
regattl  to  this  case,  the  bill  pursued  that  middle  course 
which  had  always  been  found  to  be  the  safest  course. 
Tnith  and  propriety  were  ever  found  between  extremes. 
The  bill  g^ve  the  usual  process  to  the  creditor,  on  condi- 
lion  that  he  proved  a  fraudulent  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
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debtor.  Tliis  was  the  head  and  front  of  the  bill's  offend  • 
ing.  It  goes  so  fiir  as  to  secure  the  creditor  in  his  juit 
rights,  and  no  farther.  On  these  views  Mr.  B.  was  content 
to  rest  his  vindication  of  the  bill  from  the  objection  that 
its  machinery  was  complex. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  had  been  urg^ed  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Hathk,  that  the  writ 
of  ne  ezeatt  as  used  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was 
abolished  by  the  bill.  Here  Mr.  B.  showed  that,  under 
the  laws  of  England,  and  those  of  the  States,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  excepting  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  th6  nc  exeat 
was  a  prerogative  writ,  and,  out  of  Chancery,  was  appli- 
ed only  to  two  cases,  to  wit ;  alimony  and  accounts  in 
which  Chancery  and  common  law  were  concurrent. 
With  a  few  more  remarks,  showing  that  the  bill  pursued 
that  middle  path,  which  equally  respected  the  just  rights 
of  creditors,  and  the  personal  liberty  of  debtors,  Mr.  B. 
was  content  to  submit  the  bill  to  'the  decision  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  considered  that  the  amendments 
offered  by  the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  Indiana,  em- 
braced  some  important  principles,  and  he  therefore  hoped 
that  time  would  be  given  for  their  consideration.  The 
eloouent  and  able  argument  just  delivered  by  the-  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia,  in  which  many  new  p<nnts  had  been 
introduced,  also  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  should  be  heard  before  the  final  vote  on  it  was 
taken.  He  would  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow,  not  with  a  view  to  delay  it  a  moment  after 
13  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  17,  noes  18. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C .  was  ready  to  give  his  views  in  op- 
position to  the  bill  now,  if  he  was  compelled  to  do  it.  But 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
Senate,  induced  him  to  move '  an  adjournment.  If  the 
motion  was  not  sustained,  he  would  commence  his  re- 
marks. 

Thur^dat,  Jaituabt  17,  1828. 
LIEUTENANTS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
Navy,  who  have  served  ten  years  and  upwards  as  tnch, 
was  taken  up  for  ccmsideration. 

Mr.  HATNE  said,  that  the  bill  was  best  explained  by  • 
the  memorial  of  the  officers  f  which  he  read.  Mr.  H. 
then  remarked  on  the  difference  between  the  pay  of  the 
Navy  Lieutenants,  and  that  of  the  officers  of  correspond- 
ing rank  in  the  Army,  showing  that  the  pay  of  the  latter 
was  beyond  all  due  proportion  lar|^  than  that  of  the  for- 
mer. The  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy,  many  of  whom  Iwd 
been  18  or  20  years  in  the  service,  and  who  had  families 
dependent  on  them  for  support,  received  but  751  dollars 
a  year,  including  rations.  The  bill  proposed  to  add  211 
dollars  to  their  pay,  so  as  to  make  it  altogether,  962  dol- 
lars ;  which  lefl  it  still  $183  40  less  than  that  of  a  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  Army.  About  ninety  Lieutenants  would  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  the  additional  appro- 
priation required  to  g^ve  them  each  211  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  sum  at  present  received  by  them  would  he  $18,990. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  opposed  the  bill  in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  BRANCH  would  like  to  hear  a  reason  for  the  dis* 
crimination  made  by  the  bill  in  favor  of  those  Lieutenants 
who  had  served  ten  years  and  upwards.  Many  Lieuten- 
ants, who  had  served  a  shorter  time  as  Lieutenants,  were 
equally  worthy  of  the  proposed  increase  of  pay.  Some 
Midshipmen,  though  not  less  deserving  than  others,  of 
promotion,  had  been  kept  back,  and,  of  course,  were  not 
now  Lieutenants  of  ten  years'  standing,  though  they  well 
deserved  to  be.  This  system  of  partial  legislation  was  re- 
plete with  mischief 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  fh>m  North 
Carolina,  explained  the  principles  on  which  the  "Commit- 
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tee  had  fniQied  the  bill.  The  n^inoml  pmyed  an  increaie 
of  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants.  Midaliipmen.  and  Sur- 
geons* The  Committee  was  not  wUling.  however,  to  jro 
the  whole  length ;  and  they  singled  out  that  class  of  om- 
cen  whose  length  of  service,  ai^  situation  in  life,  seemed 
most  to  require  some  additional  pay.  The  Lieutenants  of 
the  Nayy  did  not  receive^  and  ou^ht  not  to  receive.,  so 
much  nominal  pay  as  the  Army  Lieutenants.  For  the 
Navy  ofiicerB  have  prixe  money  in  time  of  war,  which,  in 
the  course  ot  20  years,  woold  give  to  each  officer  a  con 
siderabie  sum.  The  class  of  Lieutenants  which  had  been 
selected  by  the  Committee,  were  advanced  in  life,  and 
had  formed  connexions  which  imposed  on  them  expenses 
far  exceeding  the  limits  of  their  small  salaries.  The  pas* 
sed  Midshipmen  were  already  allowed  an  increased  salarv. 
The  Committee  had  not,  however,  gone  into  the  whole 
subject  { if  they  had,  the  case  of  the  surgeons  would  also 
have  been  considered. 

Mr,  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  referred  to  the  memorial  as 
coming  fh)m  all  the  Lieutenanta  <  and  he  could  not  see  the 
propriety  of  giving  a  preference  to  one  class  of  them. 
The  Army  and  Nj^vy  officers,  he  said,  were  not  placed  on 
a  footing  of  eauftl  advantages.  The  cadet  was  four  years 
supported  and  educated  at  West  Point,  and  then  com- 
missioned in  the  Army*  The  Midshipmen,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  for  eight  or  ten  years  supported  by  the  pit- 
tance of  nineteen  dollars  a  month. 

Mr.  S.  without  derogating  from  the  merits  of  those 
Jj'eutenanU  who  had  served  for  ten  years,  insisted,  that 
other  officers  of  the  same  grade  were  quite  as  meritori- 
ous. The  Midshipmen,  he  remarkec!.  were  also  highly 
deserving.  Before  they  could  be  passed,  they  were  ob- 
liged, in  tbeir  examination,  to  give  satisfactory  evidence 
of  moral  excellence,  of  their  seamanship,  and  of  their  ac- 
quaintance with  Naval  science.  He  considered  that  the 
proposed  distinction  would  be  injurious  to  tl^e  service, 
and  moved  to  strike  outtbe  wms  "  ten  yean  and  up- 
wards." 

Mr.  HARRISON  regretted,  be  said,  that  any  distinc- 
tion had  been  made  between  the  lieutenants.  The  same 
officers.  lie  thought,  should  receive  the  compensation,  for 
they  performed  similar  duties,  and  underwent  similar  hard- 
ship. The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  said  that  tlic 
lieutenants  of  ten  yeard'  standing  were  growing  grey  in 
the  service ;  so  are  the  midshi()men.  said  Mr.  H.  without 
any  but  a  very  distant  prospect  of  promotion. 

The  Senator  from  Mwnc  [Mr.  Ciuiini.SR]  opposes' the 
bill  i«>r  the  reason  that  he  apprehends  from  it  future  evil 
to  the  service.  Mn  H.  invited  the  gentleman  to  give  a 
more  distinct  and  direct  objection  to  tiie  measure.  There 
was  no  appropriation  of  public  money  for  whidi  he  voted 
with  more  pleasure  than  for  the  navid  service.  He  felt 
anxious  that  the  Navy  should  be  maintained  ;  he  feared 
that,  unless  prumotiona  were  accelerated,  or  the  pay  in- 
creased,  officers  of  talent?  woul<l  be  compelled  t<>  aban- 
don it.  He  would  vote  for  an  additional  c<Mnpensation  to 
all  the  grades  referred  to  in  the  memorial.  Our  naval  of- 
iicers  bore  as  high  a  character  for  intelligence,  galhmtry. 
and  urbanity,  as  those  of  ftny  country  in  the  world,  and 
they  received  a  smaller  compensation.  In  reply  to  the 
remark  that  fell  from  the  Senator  from  New  Uampsh'j'ei 
[Mr.  WooDBcarJ  that  those  midshipmen  who  passed  an 
examination  received  additional  |>ay,  Mr.  H.  said  that  the 
passed  midshipmen  formed  a  distinct  and  separate  fgnde 
of  the  service.  He  hoped  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a 
Marcity  of  officen  to  serve  the  country  at  the  compensa- 
tion now  allowed.  liVhen  tliat  was  the  ca$€,  it  WQuld  be 
time  to  think  of  raising  their  pay. 

Mr.  £ATON  said  that,  before  he  should  vote  for  the 
bin,  ]fts  it  stood,  he  must  bear  some  reason  for  the  prdlkt'. 
ence  given  l^y  it  to  one  class  of  Lieutenams.    Uo^r  m 
Vo».  IV-^ 


present  and  the  former  practice  of  the  Navy,  officers  were 
promoted,  not  in  renilar  succession,  acoordii^  to  their 
several  terms  of  service,  but  by  favoritism.     For  a  signal 

f>roof  of  this,  ht  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  th« 
iat  of  Navy  tJeoteoants  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  The 
individual  who  stood  ihvt  on  the  list  was  the  example  to 
which  he  referred.  Several  Lieutenants  had  been  pro- 
moted over  his  head  to  be  Masters  Commandant.  W<s 
it  fair,  then,  that  those  promoted  at  a  certain  time  should 
have  a  preference  to  tl)ose  who  had  been  M  long  in  the 
service,  out  had  not  been  so  highly  favored  by  the  Go- 
vemtnent  f  The  qualifications  ol  the  junior  Lieutenanta 
were,  in  most  eases,  admitted  to  be  equal  to  those  of  the 
Lieutenants  who  preceded  them  i  and  their  services  were 
as  efficient  But  the  only  question  before  u%  as  to 
any  grade  or  cUu  of  officers,  was-^  it  proper  to  increase 
their  pay  ?  He  had  no  objections  to  raise  the  pay,  if  it 
was  insufficient ;  and  he,  for  one.  was  of  the  opinion  that 
their  pay,  in  reference  to  their  services,  and  to  the  pay 
which  We  allow  for  services  of  other  descriptions^  was  too 
low.  As  one  illustration  of  tliis,  he  would  refer  to  the 
fact,  that  a  messenger  of  the  Navy  Office,  whosq  chief 
business,  he  believed,  was  to  carry  letters  and  papers  to 
and  from  the  Post  Office,  received  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars— withm  fifty-one  dollars  of  the  sum  which  we  at  pre- 
sent allow  to  a  lieutenant  of  the  Navy.  Was  this  a  fair  gra- 
duation of  saUuies  ?  At  home,  our  officers  are  entitled  to 
live  in  comfort  \  and.  when  abroad,  should  be  enabled  to 
support,  in  their  style  of  life,  the  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence of  their  station.  They  were,  in  foreign  ports^  fre- 
quently employed  as  negotiators,  and  in  the  transaction 
of  other  buvness.  which  brought  them  into  comnmnica- 
tion  with  officers  of  other  navies,  and  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that,  with  their  ftmall  sab- 
ries.  they  could  not,  without  greatinconvenience.  recipro- 
ci|te  the  civilities  which  tJiey  received.  Mr.  R.  did  not 
wish  to  encourage  extravagance  in  our  naval  officers;  but. 
if  a  messenger  was  entitled  to  seveniiundred  dollsov.  sure- 
ly those  who  sustained  the  honor  of  tlieir  country,  as  fiir 
as  that  honor  waseonnected  with  the  naval  service,  were 
entitled  to  an  increased  compensation. 

Mr  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  was  apprehensive,  be 
said,  that  the  discussion  which  had  commenced  would  oc- 
cupy a  great  portion  of  the  d^y.  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
bill  for  abdisning  imprisonmebt  for  debt,  which  was  the 
unfinislied  business  of  yesterday.  He  wad  anxious  that  the 
biltshotdd  be  decided' on  at  an  early  day«  in  order  that, 
if  it  passed,  it  might  go  to  the  other  House,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  being  acted  on  there  during  this  session.  He. 
therefore,  moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, .with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  for  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn,  at  the  re«}uest  of  Mr.  BER- 
RIEN, who  said  that  he  desired  to  subnut  the  follow  reso- 
lution. 

Jiesohedt  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairi.  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
which  shall  provide  for  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  the 
Lieutenants  in  the  Navy,  having  regard  to  the  compensa- 
tion of  officers  of  corresponding  mnk  in  the  Army :  and. 
also,  to  provide  for  the  additional  compensation  of  Sur- 
geons in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion, and  the  bill  and  resolution  werfe  jiostponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

ABOLITION  OF  IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was  taken  ftp 
as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  opposifd  tlte  bill,  in  a 
speech  of  some  length.  He  could  not  suffer  the  hill  to 
pass  to  the  next  stage  without  accompanying  it  with  biis 
objecticfui.  Hieebjeetioiiswereiiiidtilariouibaiidheibeakl 
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only  give  a  few  of  th em.  The  cbullenge  h»d  been  thrown 
out  by  the  Senator  fhom  Georgia  to  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  to  indicate  any  redundancy  in  its  "machinery  "--an 
expression  originally  drawn  from  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Tazbw^li.]  He  would  there- 
fore undertake  to  show  what  he  considered  as  the  com- 
plicated and  objectionable  n^acbinery  of  the  Ist  and  4th 
sections.  In  the  Ist  section,  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to 
point  out  and  comment  on  nine  provisions,  embracing  all 
the  Jleading  objects  of  that  section  ;  and  in  the  4th  section, 
he  indicated  seven  or  eight  provisions,  as  being,  in  like 
manner,  exceptionable.  If  there  was  not  here  a  super- 
abundance of  "machtnety,"  he  would  like  to  know  where 
it  could  be  found.  If  an^  one  could  see  aught  that  was 
denrabie  in  these  provisions,  it  was  something  invisible 
to  him* 

,  Mr.  S.  also  referred  to  other  parts  of  the  provisions  of 
the  3d  and  4th  sections,  which,  he  said,  were  wholly  in- 
explicable, and  the  meaning  of  which  was  inscrutable. 
The  most  difficult  and  abstruse  law  treatises,  even  those 
on  Executorv  Devises  and  Contingent  Remainders,  were 
comprehenaiDle  to  the  studious  inquirer;  but  it  would 
baffle  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  gather  froiti  those  provi- 
tions  to  which  he  referred  any  distinct  idea.  The  9th 
■ection  provided,  he  knew  not  why,  that  debtors  of  the 
age  of  seventy  and  upwards  should  be  exempt  from  im- 
prisonment. If  an  Old  man  had  property,  and  withheld 
It,  be  was  as  fit  a  subject  for  the  ea.  sa.  as  a  voun^er 
man.  Females  were  also  exempted,  wlierein,  he  said, 
the  Committee  had  displayed  much  gallantry  and  much 
wisdom.  Here* Mr.  Smith  proceeded  to  show' that  females 
were  oftentimes  invested  with  peculiar  privileres  by 
our  laws.  In  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  tney  had  l>een 
indulged  in  the  privilege  of  exercising  the  elective  fran- 
chise. The  laws  of  tne  same  State  formerly  provided 
for  the  sale,  at  public  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder,  of 
the  Bankrupts :  and  there  was  no  law  excluding  the  ladies 
from  becoming  purchasers. 

At  to  minors,  there  was  no  law  in  any  Scate  of  the  Union 
which  subjected  them  to  imprisonment  for  debt.  We  are 
told  that  the  minor  is  credited  with  goods,  and  when  he 
becomes  of  age,  he  is  sued,  and  his  frither  is  forced  to  re- 
lieve him  by  tiie  pavment  of  his  debts.  But  this  was  not 
the  case  with  pmaent  fathers  <  but  with  those  who  in- 
dulged thehr  sons  in  cards,  billiards,  dogs,  and  horses. 

If  a  fatiier  suffered  a  son  to  lead  an  extravagant  life,  and 
•  to  run  in  debt  to  the  poor  and  industrious  mechanics,  that 
father  is  morally  boimd  to  discharge  such  debts .  Is  it  the 
tailor,  the  shoemaker,  the  baker,  or  the  butcher,  who  is 
oppressed  and  imprisoned  by  the  rich }  No  <  the  com- 
plaints of  the  violation  of  personal  liberty  come  from 
those  who  for  years  have  preyed  upon  the  mechanics.  We 
were  told  that  the  banks  and  shaveis  ought  to  be  restrain- 
ed from  i nflicti ng  injuries  on  their  debtors.  Mr.  8 .  would 
not  liave  ventured  on  the  sttbject  of  Banks,  had  it  not 
been  introduced  injto  the  debate.  They  had  broke  the 
community,  and  were  breaking  themselves.  He  could  not 
discover  any  provision  in  the  biU  which  restrained  them 
in  their  usances  and  exactions. 

It  was  said  that  a  Soutlieni  merchant,  who  visited  New 
York  for  purposes  of  trade,  is  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
being  arrested  for  a  debt  which  he  owes  at  home,  and  of 
being  imprisoned  for  want  of  bail;  which,  amon^^  strangers, 
he  c&nnot  obtain.  Many  (I  know  the  fiict,  said  Mr.  S.) 
go  to  New  York  f«r  the  v^ry  purpose  of  being  thus  ar- 
ivsted,  and  of  procuring  a  dischai^e  under  the  insolvent 
laws  ik  that  State.  Debtors  fly  from  the  mild  laws  of 
South  Carolina  to  the  milder  laws  of  New  York.  '  No 
State  was  more  indulgent  to  debtors  than  the  State  of 
New  York.  After  ten  day^  they  could  get  the  benefit 
of  the  act.  The  prison  bounds  of  New  York  extend  lo 
the  limits  of  the  several  counties.  Surely  there  was  no 
Tiolation  of  persooal  libeKy  there. 
Mr.  6.  here  noticed  tbetrgutteflt  «bat  the  Vni|d  States' 


Courts  had  now  too  much  power  over  personal  liberty. 
Was  this  bill  to  check  the  growing  powers  of  those  Courts? 
He  would  not  take  from  the  courts  any  constitutional 
powers,  and/he  would  add  nothing  to  those  powers. 

Mr.  S.  was  persuaded  that  the  Senator  [Mr.  Johksoit] 
who  introduced  this  bill,  did  it  from  the  purest  motives. 
But  such  was  his  anxiety  to  get  the  bill  through,  that  be 
had  consented  to  a  number  of  amendments,  which,  with 
the  original  provisions,  made  the  bill  a  perfect  *<  round 
robin.*'  The  debtor  was  first  held  to  bail,  then  relieved ; 
held  to  bail  again,  and  again  relieved  {  and  then  comes 
another,  a  thiixl  trial.  To  complete  the  remedy  which  the 
bill  afforded  to  the  defendant  against  the  plaintiff,  it  want- 
ed only  a  provision,  that  if,  on  tne  third-trial,  the  plainiiflT 
was  cast,  he  should  be  himself  imprisoned,  without  bail 
or  mainprize.  Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  case,  so  often 
referred  to  in  the  debate,  of  the  1,900  debtors  in  the  New 
York  jaib.  Some  of  these  persons  had  been  committed, 
it  was  said,  for  the  debt  of  twenty -five  cents.  These  were 
probably  drunken  and  riotous  persons,  who  hail  been  com- 
mitted for  fine^  by  the  lowest  corpdrate  authorities.  He 
would  not  believe  that  the  liberal  and  enlightened  policy 
of  the  Stite  of  New  Yorl^  would  suffer  a  citizen,  an  honest 
and  worthy  citizen,  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  sum  of  twenty, 
five  ce^its.  So  f^r,  indeed,  had  the  laws  for  the  collection 
of  debts  been  relaxed  in  that  State,  that  the  Legislature 
had  been  compelled  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  mischiefs 
resulting  from  that  relaxation.  Mr.  S.  was  not  disposed, 
af\er  so  much  had  been  said  on  this  subject,  longer  to  oc- 
cupy the  time  of  the  Senate  in  discussing  it ;  and  he 
briefly  adverted  to  the  criminal  character  of  fraudulent 
debtors ;  to  the  mildness  and  sufficiency  of  the  State  in- 
solvent laws,  and  to  the  fact  that  within  his  knowledge, 
no  fair-dealing  debtor  had  ever  been  oppressed.  In  con- 
clusion, Mr.  Smith  said  that  fancies  and  fasliions  some- 
times took  a  run  among  the  people,  and  prevailed  for  a 
season  over  reason  and  good  sense.  They  were  often 
pregnant  with  mischief  to  society,  and  were  always  dif- 
Scull  to  check.  The  French  RevoUition  had  its  origin  in 
laudable  motivesi  but  the  tide  rolled  on,  gathering  strength 
as  it  rolled,  'till  it  had  nearly  overwhelmed  Europe,  and 
brought  it  under  the  dominion  of  a  single  man«  ^liis  bill 
originated  in  philanthropic  and  popular  motives ;  and, 
impelled  by  the  sanction  of  this  House,  it  may  carry  its 
principles  to  an  extent,  which  will  prove  destructive  of 
the  very  fbundations  of  Commerce  and  Society. 

Mr.  ROWAN  rose,  and  spoke  at  considerable  length,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Skitr,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  S.  C.  rejoined  at  some  length. 

Mr.  NOBLE  also  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  the 
amendments  offered  by  him  yesterday. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  NO* 
BLE  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  In 
the  negative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Cobb,  Hendricks,  Noble,  Buggies,  Sey- 
roour.  Smith  of  S.  C.  and  Wtlley-— 7. 

NAYS^Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton,  Ber- 
rien, Bouligny,  Branch,  Clumdler.  Chase,  Eaton,^  EUis, 
Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Johnson  of  Ky.  Johnston  of  Lou. 
Kane»  King,  Knight,  McKinley,  Maoon,  Marks,  Parrii^ 
Ktdgley,  Bobbini^  Rowan,  Sanford,  Siisbee,  Smith  of  Md. 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury— 34. 

l*he  question  then  recurring  on  engrossing  the  bill  for 
a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  tlie 
following  vote : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Branch, 
Eaton,  Foot,  Hitfrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ky.  John- 
ston of  Lou.  Kane,  King,  MifKinley,  Macon,  Marks,  Parw 
ris,  Wdgely,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Md.Tan 
Buren,  Wtiliami^  and  Woodbury— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Chandler,  Chase 

»b,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Kniglit,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Buggies, 
nour,  Smith  of  South  CaroKna,  Thomas^  White,  Wil- 
.17. 
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IMPKISONMEKT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  ta abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt  came  up  on 
its  third  reading,  and,  on  the  question  of  the  pacwige  of 
the  bill- 
Mr.  DELL  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  and  would  present  to  the  Senate,  very  bntfly,  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  iL  Ic 
was  always  with  reJuctance  that  he  consented  to  change 
a  system  of  legal  provisions  which  had  been  a  long  time 
in  operation,  because  experience  and  observation  had 
taught  him  that  the  advaniages  expected  from  such 
changes  were  seldom  attained,  and  tliat  anforeseen  evils 
and  inconveniences  invariably  resulted  from  them,  lie 
would  therefose  withhold  his  assent  from  such  innova- 
tions, unless  where  he  could  clearly  see  that  great  advan- 
tages woukl  be  attuned,  or  serious  evils  be  obviated  by 
tliem.  He  had  given  considerable  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, but  had  been  unable  to  discover  any  such  reasons  to 
justify  the  innovation  which  this  bill,  should  it  become  a 
law,  would  make  in  the  existing  laws  of  the  States. 

He  was  aware  tliat  persons  whose  sensibilities  are  easily 
excited  by  real  or  fictitious  ules  of  distress,  imagine  they 
see  great  oppression  and  injustice  in  the  operation  of  the 
existing  laws  authoricing  imprisonment  for  debt.  Jiut 
no  practical  evil  had  resuiti^  from  them,  as  now  modi^ 
fied  in  the  several  States,  so  far  as  they  had  come  under 
his  obsexvatron.  If  cases  of  hardship  and  oppression  ha^ve 
occasionaUy  occurred  in  their  operation  in  some  of  the 
States,  thia  bill  will  afford  nd  reme<ly,  because  it  cannot 
control  the  operation  of  State  laws  or  State  courts.  It  is 
not  even  pretended  that  a  single  instance  of  oppression 
has  occurred  under  these  laws,  in  suits  brought  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States.  And  in  these  Courts  alone 
can  your  laws  have  an  operation.  The  State  which  he 
in  part  represented*  had  so  iQodified  its  laws  on  this  sub* 
jecty  that  debtors  cannot  be  imprisoned,  either  on  i^esne 
or  final  process,  for  small  debts.  But  its  Legislature  had 
thought  it  a  wise  and  correct  policy  to  permit  imprison- 
ment for  debt  in  other  cases,  as  a  meanr  of  coercing  pay- 
ment from  fraudulent  debtors,  and  it  often  produces  this 
effect.  Under  these  circunis.tance9,  he  could  not  give 
his  consent  to  impose  upon  the  citizens  of  that  Statei  a 
law  which.  h6  believed  their  own  State  Legislature  would 
not  eiiaet  or  approve.  He  would  leave  legislation  on 
thi«»  and  on  all  other  merely  municipal  concerns,  to  the 
StAte  Legislatures ;  to  whom,  he  thought,  they  properly 
belonged,  and  with  whom  they  may  be  most  safely  trust, 
ed.  The  State  Legislatures  understand  the  situation, 
circamstances,  and  wants  of  their  own  citizens,  and  what 
municipal  regulations  will  most  conduce  to  their  interests, 
better,  for  better,  than  we  do.  He  did  not  wish  to  see 
two  different  systems  of  law  iq  relation  to  the  rights  and 
liabilities  of  debtors  and  creditors  in  operation  in  different 
Courts  within  the  same  State.  It  cannot  fail  to  produce 
great  confusion  and  great  injustice. 

This  bill  has  a  very  fiiscinating  and  popular  title  %  but 
whatever  title  may.  be  affixed  to  1^  it  is^  m  reality,  in  all 
its  important  and  operative  provisions,  an  Insolvent  law, 
and,  as  such,  contains  several  very  objectionable  provi- 
sions.  The  proceedings  under  it  cannot  fitil  to  be  very 
dilatory  and  very  expensive^  two  of  the  worst  qualities 
that  can  belong  to  a  system  for  the  administration  of 
justice* 

By  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  three  several  trials  in  the 
same  suit  may  be  had  before  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
plaintiff  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  final  process  by 
which  be  is  to  I'ecover  his  debt,  llic  defehdant,  when 
arrested  on  mesne  process,  may  demand  and  obtain  a  trial 
on  the  question,  wliether  he  is  a  debtor,  or  whether  he 
intends  to  leave  the  State.  When  this  question  is  dedd- 
ed,  he  may  again  contest  the  justice  of  the  pUtnt»P*» 


claim,  and  have  a  second  trial  in  tl^e  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceeding.  If  judgment  is  rendered  agwnst 
him,  and  his  property  is  supposed  to  be  secreted,  or  so 
invested  that  it  cannot  be  levied  upon,  the  plaintiff,  by 
alleging  tliese  facts,  may  require  a  third  trial,  and  a  judi- 
cial decision  of  these  questions.  After  these  Repeated 
trials,  and  this  prptracted  and  expensive  litigation,  the 
defendant,  by  an  assignment  of  his  property  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  may  liberate 
himself  from  imprisonment. 

AVhen  the  plaintiff  has  pursued  the  fraudulent  debtor 
through  all  his  windings,  and  by  a  most  tedious  and  ex- 
pensive process  has  compelled  him  to  make  an  assign- 
ment  of  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors, 
the  pUinest  principles  of  common  justice  require  that 
the  plaintiff  should  first  have  his  costs  repaid  him  out  of 
that  conimon  fund  which  his  unaided  exertions  have  aeeur- 
ed.  But  such  is  not  the  provision  of  this  bill.  The  pro- 
perty assigned  is  to  be  ratably  distributed  among  all  the 
creditors,  *•  saving  to  an^  creditor  any  lien  which  he  may 
h^ve  acquired,  or  any  priority  to  which  he  may  by  law  be 
entitled." 

The  bill  does  indeed  secure  to  the  prosecuting  creditor 
all  his  costs  in  tliose  States  where  judgments  opetmte  as 
liens  on  the  defendant's  property,  and  it  seems  to  liava 
been  framed  on  the  supposition  that  such  was  the  hw  ui 
all  the  States. 

This  is  an  incorrect  opinion.  Judgments  do  not  ope- 
rate as  liens,  either  on  tiie  real  or  personal  estate  of  the 
judgment  debtor  in  any  of  the  New  EngUnd  States. 

Shall  we  pass  a  law  which  refuses  to  the  prosecuting 
creditor  in  those  States  the  same  measure  of  justice  which 
it  affords  to  him  in  all  the  other  States  ^  Can  you  sup- 
pose that  they  will  approve  a  law  thus  unequal  in.  its 
operation,  and  partial  and  unjust  as  it  respects  them. 
The  bill  requires  them  to  change  their  entire  mt«m  of 
laws,  in  relation  to  the  effect  and  operation  of  judgments, 
befere  they  can  obtain  the  same  measure  of  justice  which 
it  affords  to  the  other  States.  This  feature  of  the  bill 
admits  neither  of  denial  nor  justification. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  proceeds  of  the  defendant's 
property  assigned  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Coun,  shall  be  rata- 
bly distributed  among  the  creditors,  under  such  rules  for 
collecting  the  same,  and  for  calling  in  the  creditors,  as 
the  Court  shall  prescribe.  This  is  a  vast  and  moat  objec- 
tionable transferoflegisUtiye  power  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States. 

These  assignments  will  often  consist  of  debts  due  to 
the  insolvent  from  citizens  of  his  own  State,  and  there 
will  be  outstanding  claims  against  him  in  the  same  State. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  resort  to  some  judicial  tribunal  for 
the  adjustment  of  both  \  but  we  look  in  vain  tp  this  bill 
to  ascertain  what  tribunal  it  shall  be. 

We  transfer  tu  tlie  Judge  the  legislative  power  of  pre- 
scribing  rules  for  collecting  the  debts,  calling  in  the  cre- 
ditors, and,  1  suppQs^,  ascertaining  by  adjudication  the 
amount  of  their  respective  claims. 

How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  Is  a  commissioner  with  ju(£- 
cial  powers  to  be  appointed  to  collect  the  debts  and  liqui* 
date  the  claims  }  or,  is  this  to  be  done  by  the  District 
Courts,  or  by  the  SUte  Courts  ?  The  bill  gives  us  no  in* 
formation  on  the  subject.  The  kgislative  power  vested 
in  the  District  Judge,  seems  to  be  broad  enough  to  au- 
thorize him  to  prescribe  any  of  these  tribunals  tu  peiform 
these  duties. 

Have  we  the  constitutional  power  to  authorize  a  Dis- 
trict Judge,  or  any  Judge  of  a  Federal  Court,  to  decide 
in  a  civil  action  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  ?  We 
certainly  have  no  such  power,  unless  in  the  single  case 
where  the  parties  claim  lands  under  granU  from  different 
SUtes.  This  case  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule, 
founded  on  very  wise  and  obvious  reasons,  it  was  never 
the  intention  of  the  Constitution  to  permit  the  Federal 
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Judiciary  to  adjudicftte  between  the  citixeni  of  the  same 
State.  This  power  of  prescribing  rules  for  coHecting 
the  debts  of  the  insolvent,  calltnc^  in  his  creditors,  adju- 
dicating upon  their  claims,  and  distribu^ng  the  property 
among  the  creditor,  is  a  power  of  no  ordinary  magni- 
tude ;  it  may  involve  not  only  the  rights  and  property, 
but  even  the  liberty  of  the  citizen. 

He  could  not  consent  to  transfer  a  legislative  j^ower  of 
this  magnitude  to  any  Jud^. 

If  we  look  beyond'  the  title  of  this  bill»  we  see  that  in 
all  its  important  provisions  it  is  an  insolvent  law. 

Has  the  Constitution  invested  Congress  with  the  power 
to  enact  a  law  of  this  character }  He  believed  it  has  not. 
No  article  of  the  Constitution  has  been  pointed  out  from 
which  this  power  can  be  derived,  nor  does  It  contain  any 
such  article. 

It  is  true»  that  tlie  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the 
power  to  pass  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies. This  is  the  only  clause  of  the  Constitution  which, 
upon  any  rational  construction,  invests  Congress  with  the 
power  of  constituting  a  tribunal  to  decide  between  citi- 
sens  of  the  same  State.  And  if  we  have  power  to  pass 
this  billy  it  is  because  it  is,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  a  bankrupt  law. 

It  will  baldly  be  contended,  that,  by  passing  this  bill, 
we  have  established  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States.  If  that  is  not  its  le^ti- 
mate  character,  it  will  be  passed  without  any  constitu- 
tional authority. 

There  are  several  other  objections  to  the  provisions  of 
this  biU,  but  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate 
by  stating  them.  Those  which  he  had  alreacfy  stated 
presentee^  to  his  mind,  insuperable  objections  to  the  bill. 

Ilr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bin,  and  he  greatly  regretted 
his  absence  during  the  discussion  of  it.  Being,  however, 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  he  beggped  leave  briefly  to  offer  his 
views  in  regsrd  to  it,  and  to  throw  out  some  suggestions 
in  answer  to  the  ar^ments  just  advanced  by  the  Senator 
ftwtk  Vew  Ham|Mhire.  Mr.  C.  denied  that  the  bill  was 
an  innovation  :  it  was  in  Accordance  with  the  improve- 
VBientB  of  jurisprudence  which  had  of  late  years  been 
made  in  every  State  of  the  Union  :  it  was  in  unison  with 
the  spirit  of  the  age.  In  the  State  of  which  the  honora- 
ble member  who  last  spoke  was  a  representative,  impri- 
sonment lor  debt  had  been  abolished  in  all  cases  except 
those  where  property  was  fraudulently  withheld.  This 
was  the  very  substance  and  object  of  the  bill  before  us. 
But  the  gentleman  objects  to  the  delays  incident  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  He  would  be  happy  to  hear  and 
to  act  upon  the  suggestion  of  any  feasible  mode  of  les- 
sening the  delay,  or  of  rendering  the  results  more  cer- 
tain, 'That  the  system  was  perfect,  he  did  not  believe  f 
nor  was  perfection  to  be  attained  by  the  first  experiment, 
tn  law^  as  well  as  in  other  departments  of  science,  a  sys- 
tem could  be  formed  only  by  long  and  careful  observation 
aod'e'speriment.  There  might  be  imperfections  in  the 
details  of  this  law,  but  if  its  principle  was  good,  those 
details  would  soon  be  corrected.  Mr.  C .  was  not  sur- 
mised that  a  wide  difference  of  views  should  exist  in  this 
body  as  to  any  measure  of  a  legal  duracter  ^  for  the  sys- 
tems of  jurisprudence  prevailing  in  the  diffevent  States 
xirere  widely  different.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  there- 
fore* that  gentlemen  would  at  once  relinquish  their  pre- 
judioesy  and  concentrate  their  viems.  He,  like  the  Sena- 
tor firom  New  Hampshire,  had  been  brought  up  a  lav^er, 
and  was  attached  to  the  particular  legal  usages  to  which 
he  had  been  accustomed r  A  compromise  of  conflicting 
opinions  was  necessary  in  regard  CO  the  details  of  this 
bill  f  and  compromise,  he  remarked,  wastheba^sof  our 
Constitution  and  of  all  our  legislation.  The  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  objected  to  the  introduction  intp  his 
State  of  s  ntw  system  of  Uws.     Will  this  consequence 


result  from  the  bill  ?    That  discrepancy  exists  already  to 
a  greater  degree  than  it  will  when  this  bill  has  become  st 
law.     At  a  period  when  legal  science  was  less  improved 
than  at  present,  it  was  difficult  to  make  the  State  l:rws 
correspond  with  each  other,  or  to  cnnform  the  laws  of  4lte 
United  States  with  them.    In  all  the  States,  efforts^  some 
of  them  successful,  had  been  made  to  secure  the  personal 
liberty  of  debtors ;  and  the  sanction  of  the  United  States 
was  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  those  efforts.    Consti* 
tutional  difliculties  had  been  urged ;  but  Congress  was 
specifically  vested  with  power  to  regulate  the  process  of 
the  Pedend  Courts.    In  cases  where  thece  were  a  num- 
ber of  claimants  to  a  fimd  placed  for  distribution,  accord* 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  in  the  hands  of  the  Fede- 
nu  officers,  there  were  other  Courts  in  which  these  claims 
could  be  proseeuted  by  the  several  claimants,  besides  the 
United  States'  Courts.     The  bill  gave  to  the  United 
States'  Courts  the  charge  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
perty after  it  had  been  adjudged  to  the  creditors. 

Mr.  C.  saw,  therefore,  none  of  the  difiicttlties  which 
formed  objections  to  the  bill  with  other  gentlemen.  Mr. 
C.  was  unwilling,  and  he  thought  it  improper,  that  the 
creditor  should  be  the  sole  jtidge  of  the  measure  of  coer- 
cion which  should  be  applied  to  the  debtor.  He  was, 
himself,  in  favor  of  taking  this  power  entirely  from  the 
creditor,  and  of  vesting  it  in  other  and  more  impartial 
hands*  He  believed  that  the  bill  was  called  for  by  pub- 
lic opinion,  by  the  improvements  of  the  ttge^  snd  by  every 
freeman  whose  liberty  was  jeopardised  by  debt. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  regretted,  he  said,  but  he  did  not  com- 
plain, that  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  post- 
poned his  objections  to  the  bill  to  a  time  when  die  Se- 
nate was  exhausted  by  constant  and  long  continued  de- 
bate on  the  subject.  The  Senators  opposed  to  the  bill 
had,  in  its  earlier  stages,  been  pressed  to  bring  forward 
their  objections  to  it.  He  hoped  he  would  be  excused 
in  making  a  very  brief  reply  to  the  argument  of  the  Se* 
nator  from  New  Hampshire.  The  first  obieetion  of  that 
gentleman  was,  that  the  bill  would  introduce  a  system 
into  the  several  States  discordant  wiHi  the  jurisprudence 
of  those  States.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  to  recon- 
sider this  argument,  and  say  whether  the  evils  which  he 
predicted  would  result  from  the  bill.  The  State  tribit^ 
nals  are  regulated  by  the  State  laws  \  and  it  belongs  to 
the  Legislature  of  tlie  Union  to  establish  tribunals  for  car- 
lying  into  effect  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  gentle- 
man's complaint  is  then  directed  to  the  system  under 
which  we  live.  The  discordancy  to  which  he  objects 
exists  in  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  The  process 
of  the  United  States'  Courts  was,  by  the  act  of  1789, 
made  to  conform  to  the  process  of  the  several  States,  as 
it  at  that  time  existed.  But  the  process  of  the  United 
States'  Courts  no  longer  conforms  to  that  of  those  States 
which  have  altered  their  laws  in  this  ^^spect ;  and,  of 
course,  the  law  of  '89  does  not  extend  to  tliose  States 
which  have  since  been  admitted  into  the  Union.  A  dis- 
crepancy musty  therefibre,  necessarily  sexist  between  the 
process  of  the  Courts  of  the  United' States  Snd  of  the  se- 
veral States. 

To  the  objection  urged  against  the  title  of  the  bill,  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  rejAy  :  for  the  title  formed 
no  essential  part  of  the  bill,  and  did  not,  in  any  way,  con-' 
trol  its  provisions.  If  it  wss  considered  inapt,  he  would 
consent  to  its  modification.  It  wss  said  that  the  bill  was 
an  insolvent  system.  So  it  was,  to  a  certain  extent:  but 
the  whole  foi'ce  of  the  bill  was  not  spent  upon  that  object. 
He  would  agree  that  the  bill  was  an  act  to  relieve  from 
imprisonment,  tor  the  danger  of  imprisonment,  those 
debtors  who  made  a  full  and  fair  surrender  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  to  render  more  efficient  the  existing  laws  for 
the  coercion  of  fraudulent  debtors/  It  was  also  objected 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  that  the  provi- 
stel .ofthe  bill  delaj'ed  the  administration  of  justice. 


99 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


90 


Jast.  la,  1828.] 


lotpriMnrnent  for  lMt,-^udieud  Prou». 


[SENATE, 


He  wss  not  about  to  travel  afain  throug^h  the  argu- 
ments which  he  formerly  urged  against  this  objection. 
But  he  would  take  occasion  to  remind  gentlemen,  that 
the  delays  of  justice  between  citizen  and  citizen  was  a 
psrf  of  the  pnee  which  we  paid  for  justice.  The  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire  assumes  that  the  framers  of  the 
bill  tcK>k  it  for  granted  that  judgments  were,  in  every 
State^  «  lien  on  the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the 
debtor.  The  assumption  was  gratuitous.  The  larws  of 
the  States  remaified  unaffected  by  the  provinons  of  the 
Mil.  The  gentleman  was  alarmed  by  the  vast  delegation 
of  poiver  to  the  District  Courts — a  power  to  decide  be- 
tween the  claimsof  citizens  of  the  same  State  to  the  pro- 
perty sffsi^ed  by  the  debtor.  But  the  bill,  he  avierred, 
gsve  BO  such  power.  It  provides  only  for  the  distribu- 
ijon  of  the  property  assigfned,  af\er  the  claims  of  that 
property  had  been  adjusted  and  decided  by  the  proper 
trihunate.  The  Taws  exi8tin|^  provided  for  this  case.  If 
the  cause  of  action  came  within  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  action  would  be  brought  in  the  United  States' 
Coorts  ;  if  not,  it  woidd  be  brougnt  in  the  State  Courts. 
-  The  bill  was  said  to  be  an  insolvent  hw  ;  and  he  had 
alrtadf  admitted  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  was.  The 
Seijaeor  from  New  Hampshire  doubted  whether  it  was 
competent  to  the  United  SUtes  to  enact  an  insolvent 
law.  The  constitutional  power,  he  thought,  could  not 
%  doubted.     Judicial  power  is  grrsinted  by  the  Constitu- 

sTk and  is  Congress.to  be  restricted  in  the  method  of 

sercisln^  that  power,  by  such  scruples  )  He  wished 
^e  bill  rskifht  be  charged  with  the  faults  that  really  be- 
longed to  It,  and  not  with  those  for  which  it  was  in  no 
way  responsible.  Insolvency,  said  Mr«  B.  is  a  part  of 
banVraptcy,  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  regulate  the  great- 
er subject,  we  have  a  right  V  regulate  the  less.  'J'be 
Supreme  Court  had  decided  that  we  had  this  right.  1% 
this  bill,  concluded  Mr.  B.,  which  has  such  large  claims 
on  the  Government,  and  iVom  the  moral  effect  of  which 
so  much  is  hoped,  to  be  sacrificed  (o  a  doubt,  whether  we 
have  a  power  which  was  never  denied  to- us  before  } 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  he  asked  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  a  few  minutes  in  reply  to  the  remartcs  of  his 
colleagiie,  concerning  the  operation  of  this  bill  upon. 
New  Hampshire.  He  had  not  heretofore  entered  into  the 
debate  upon  its  merits,  and  certainly,  at  this  late  stage, 
ahould  not  in  that  way  trespass.     Was  the  passage  of  the 
bill  an  unusual  or  unwarranted  stretch  of  power  in  the 
(kneral  Government  >    Had  New  Hampshire,  or  any 
other  State,  a  right  to  complain  that  the  Legislature,  for 
the  confederacy,  when  the  Consttitution  was  silent,  should 
prescribe  particular  forms  of  process  for  its  own  Courts, 
ind  alter  them  as  experience  and  reflection  should  dic- 
tate ?    It  must  be  done  from  necessity.   11  had  been  done 
erer  nnce  the  organization  of  the  Govewiinent ;  and  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  of  a  century  an  act  of  Congress  had 
existed,  without  complaint,  which  allowed  private  debtors 
committed  under  process  from  the  Courts  of  the  United 
Stitea,  to  be  discharged  finom  imprisonment  after  a,sur- 
render  of  their  property.    New  Hampshire  had  not  been 
aggrieved  by  the  exercise  of  this  power,  though  in  sub- 
stance operating  as  an  insolvent  system  :  because  she  had 
in  substance,  under  a/orm  in  some  respects  milder,  a  si- 
milar system  of  insolvcncjr*  ori  in  other  words,  a  siiniUr 
system  of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt    Mr.  W.  said, 
if  he  believed  the  present  bill  would  prostrate  the  rights 
or  trench  deeply  on  the  accustomed  privileges  of  her 
people,  he  would  oppose  its  passage  as  cheerfully  as  he 
now  supported  i^     But,  in  truth,  the  great  principle  of 
the  bill  is  now  the  great  princii>le  in  the  system  of  his 
own  State.     The  difference  existed  mainly  in  details ; 
and  though  he  disliked  some  of  the  details  of  the  present 
measure,  that  great  principle  was  too  laudable  and  hu- 
mane a  one  to  be  sacrificed  for  form.    It  was  a  prjiiciple 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  and  the  genial 


influence  of  Christianity«  What  is  the  diflPerence  ?  In 
New  Hampshire  no  debtor  can  be  imprisoned,  either  on 
mesne  or  final  process,  unless jthe  demand  exceed  f  IS  33. 
That  goes  still  further  than  the  present  bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt.  In  all  cases  over  tliat  sum,  debtors 
can  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  process.  So  they  nuiy  by 
this  bill.  The  only  difference  is,  that  an  oath  and  other 
formalities  are  required  here,  and  n^t  there.  But  there, 
in  practice,  not  one  debtor  in  five  hundred  is  committed 
to  prison  on  mesne  process.  How  stands  the  difference 
On  final  process  '  In  New  Hampshire,  every  debtor  can 
be  discharg-ed  from  prison  in  fifteen  days,  on  a  full  and 
fiiif  surrender  of  his  property.  By  this  bill  he  can  be  dis- 
charged on  such  a  surrender  and  notice  before  final  pro- 
cess issues.  But  there  in  practice  the  surrender  is  usual- 
ly made  befbre  the  capias  is  served ;  and  then  the  debtor 
is  not  committed ;  but  whenever  he  is  in  fact  committed, 
the  detention  continues  only  fifteen  days,  and  has  not,  for 
many  years,  exceeded  thirty  days,  unless  the  debtor  wants 
further  time  to  adjust  his  concerns  previous  to  his  disclo- 
sure. The  principle,  then,  both  there  and  here,  is,  that 
the  debtor  shall  not  be  imprisoned  after  an  honest  surren- 
der of  his  estate  \  while  there,  as.  well  as  here,  if  the  dia- 
closure  be  proved  dishonest  and  fraudulent,  the  debtor 
must  remain  in  prison.  In  both  cases,  the  fiiir  and  up- 
rij^ht  debtor  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a  felon,  while  the  de^ 
ceiver  and  knave  are  to  be  kept  confined  till  they  dis- 
gorge  their  ill-gotten  gains.  In  this  last  provision,  the 
present  bill  is  an  improvement  on  our  system,  as  the  con, 
finement  is  restricted,  as  it  should  be,  incaaes  of  fraud, 
to  the  prison  walls,  instead  of  the  limits  of  the  jail  yard. 
The  other  slight  differences  between  .the  two  systemsi, 
relate  entirely  to  detail.  It  is  not  prbtended,  by  my  col- 
league  or  any  body  else,  that  either  of  then)  is,  in  form  or 
substance,  a  bankrupt  system.  But  the  system  of  New 
Hampshific  is,  in  essence,  an  insolvent  system,  as  much  as 
this  bill  (  and  this  is  no  more  unconstitutional  in  regard 
to  debtors  committed  under  process  from  the  Unjted 
States'  Courts,  than  that  is  as  to  debtors  comifiitted  under 
State  process.  Both  Governments  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  regulate  their  own  process,  and  that  is  the  oply 
power  exercised  by  the  present  bill.  The  lien  of  thp 
cre<Utor  does  not,  it  is  true,  exist  there  as  to  either  per- 
sonal  or  real  estate,  till  a  seizure  or  levy ;  but  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  neither  injures  nor  benefits  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire  in  that  particular— they  are  left  as  before. 
Indeed,  the  whole  operation  of  the  bill  there,  if  it  differ 
ed  n^aterially  from  the  principle  of  her  present  system, 
would  be  very  limited,  as  it  affects  only  process  from  the 
United  States'  Courts,  and  those  are  so' few,  that  not  five 
persons  in  a  year,  in  the  whole  State,  would  probablv 
avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  , 

The  >yeas  and.Nays  being  called  for  by  Mr.  VAN  BU- 
REN*,  dn  the  passage  of  the  bill,  U  passed  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

YE .\S— Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Branch, 
Chambers,  Eatpn,  Foot,  Harrison JH^ndricks,  John8on,of 
■Ky.  Johnspn  of  Lou.  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLane, 
Macon,  Marks.  Paxris,  liidgely^  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith 
of  Md.  Van  Buren,  Williams, '  Woodbury— C5. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Batemati,  Bell,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Cobb,  Dickcrson,  Ellis,  Knight,  Noble,  Robbins, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Smjth  of  S.  C.  l^hitej  Willey— 16. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

The  bill  to  regulate  process  in  the  Slates  admitted  into 
the  Union  since  the  year  1789;  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  he  thought  the  bill  susceptible  of  im- 
provement. I  move  you,  sir,  (said  he)  that  it  be  amended 
by  strikinp^  out  the  word  "  now,  '*  in  tl^c  ninth  line,  and 
inserting  in  its  place,  the  words  **  or  may  be."  \\\  this 
alttration  the  Federal  process,  in  each  of  ihc  Sta'.cs  ad- 
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Judiciary  to  adjudicate  between  the  cltizena  of  the  same 
Btate.  This  power  of  prescribing  rules  for  collecting 
the  debts  of  the  insolvent,  callinjg^in  his  creditors,  adju- 
dicating upon  their  clainis,  and  distributing  the  property 
among  the  creditors,  is  a  power  of  no  orainary  magni- 
tude ;  it  may  inrolve  not  only  the  rights  and  property, 
but  even  the  liberty  of  the  citizen. 

He  could  not  consent  to  transfer  a  legislative  power  of 
thti  magnitude  to  any  Judge. 

If  we  look  beyond*  the  title  of  this  bill*  we  see  that  in 
an  its  important  provisions  it  is  an  insolvent  law. 

Has  the  Constitution  invested  Congress  with  the  power 
to  enact  a  law  of  this  character  I  H«  believed  it  has  not. 
No  article  of  the  Constitution  has  been  pointed  out  from 
which  this  power  can  be  derived,  nor  does  it  contain  any 
such  article. 

'  It  is  true,  that  <1ie  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the 
power  to  pass  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies. This  is  the  only  clause  of  the  Constitution  which, 
upon  any  rational  construction,  invests  Congress  with  the 
power  of  constituting  a  tribunal  to  decide  between  ctti- 
sens  of  the  same  State.  And  if  we  have  power  to  pass 
this  bill,  it  is  because  it  is,  irithin  tlie  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  a  bankrupt  law. 

It  will  hai^ly  be  contended,  that,  by  pasung  this  bill, 
we  have  established  a  tmiform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  SUtes.  If  that  is  not  iU  le^ti- 
mate  character,  it  will  be  passed  without  any  constitu- 
tional authority. 

There  are  several  other  objectiona  to  the  provisions  of 
this  bill, 'hut  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate 
by  stating  them.  Those  which  he  had  alrea^  stated 
presente<(  to  bis  mind,  insuperable  objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  and  he  greatly  regretted 
hit  absence  during  the  discussion  of  it.  Being,  however, 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  he  begged  leave  briefly  to  offer  his 
views  in  rrgard  to  it,  and  to  throw  out  some  suggestions 
in  answer  to  the  ari^ments  just  advanced  by  the  Senator 
fi^m  New  Ham(>slnre.  Mr.  C.  denied  that  the  bill  was 
an  innovation  .*  it  was  in  Accordance  with  the  improve- 
inents  of  jurisprudence  which  had  of  late  years  been 
made  in  every  State  of  the  Union  :  it  was  in  unison  with 
the  spirit  of  the  age.  In  the  State  of  which  the  honora- 
ble member  who  last  spoke  was  a  representative,  impri- 
sonment for  debt  had  been  abolished  in  all  cases  except 
those  where  property  was  fraudulently  withheld.  This 
was  the  very  substance  and  object  of  the  bill  before  us. 
But  the  gentleman  objects  to  the  delays  incident  to  the 
provistons  of  the  bill.  He  would  be  happy  to  heat  and 
to  act  upon  the  suggestion  of  any  feasible  mode  of  les- 
sening tne  delay,  or  of  rendering  the  results  more  cer- 
tain. 'That  the  system  was  perfect,  he  did  not  believe  \ 
nor  was  perfection  to  be  attained  by  the  first  experiment. 
In  law,  as  well  as  in  other  departments  of  science,  a  sys- 
tem could  be  formed  only  by  long  and  careful  observation 
and 'experiment.  There  might  be  imperfections  in  the 
details  of  this  law,  but  tf  its  principle  was  good,  those 
details  would  soon  be  corrected.     Mr.  C .  was  not  sur- 

K'sed  that  a  wide  difference  of  views  should  exist  in  this 
dy  as  to  any  measure  of  a  legal  character  :-  for  the  sys- 
tems of  jurisprudence  prevailing  in  the  different  States 
were  widely  different.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  there- 
fore* that  gentlemen  would  at  once  relinquish  their. pre- 
judices,  and  concentrate  their  vie«{s.  He,  like  the  Sena- 
tor  fh>m  New  Hampshire,  had  been  brought  up  a  lawyer, 
and  was  attached  to  the  particular  legal  usages  to  which 
he  had  been  accustomed.  A  compromise  of  conflicting 
opinions  was  necessary  in  regard  to  the  details  of  this 
Utll  \  and  compromise,  heremarked^  was  the  basis, of  our 
Constitution  and  of  all  our  legislation.  The  Senator  ffom 
New  Hampfhire  objected  to  the  introduction  into  his 
SUte  of  %  new  8>^fm  of  bws.     Will  this  consequeiicc 


result  from  the  bill  ?  That  discrepancy  exists  already  to 
a  greater  degree  than  it  will  when  this  bill  has  become  a 
law.  At  a  period  when  legal  science  was  leas  improved 
than  at  present,  it  was  difficult  to  make  the  State  hrws 
correspond  with  each  other,  or  to  cimform  the  laws  of  Uie 
United  States  with  them.  In  all  the  States,  efforts,  some 
of  them  successful,  had  been  made  to  secure  the  personal 
liberty  of  debtoi-s ;  and  the  sanctibn  of  the  United  States 
was  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  those  efforts.  Consti- 
tutional difficulties  had  been  urged ;  but  Congress  was 
specifically  vssted  with  power  to  regulate  the  process  of 
the  Federal  Courts.  In  cases  where  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  claimants  to  a  fund  placed  for  distribution,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  in  the  hands  of  the  Fede- 
ral officers,  there  were  other  Courts  in  which  these  claims 
could  be  prosecuted  by  the  several  claimants,  besides  the 
United  States*  Courts.  l1ie  bill  gave  to  the  United 
States'  Courts  th«  change  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
perty after  it  had  b^en  adjudged  to  the  creditors. 

Mr.  C-  saw,  therefore,  none  of  the  difficulties  which 
formed  objections  to  the  bill  with  other  gentlemen.  Mr. 
C.  was  unwilling,  and  he  thought  it  improper,  that  the 
creditor  should  be  the  sole  j^idg^  of  the  measure  of  coer- 
cion which  should  be  applied  to  the  debtor.  He  was. 
himself,  in  favor  of  taking  this  power  entirely  from  the 
creditor,  and  of  vesting  it  in  other  and  more  impartial 
hands*  He  believed  that  the  bill  was  called  for  by  pub- 
lic opinion,  by  the  improvements  of  the  age,  and  by  every 
freeman  whose  liberty  was  jeopardised  by  debt. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  regretted,  be  smd,  but  he  did  not  com- 
plain, that  the  Senator  firom  New  Hampsliire  had  post- 
poned his  objections  to  the  bill  to  a  time  when  the  Se- 
nate was  exhausted  by  constant  and  long  continued  de- 
bate on  the  subject.  The  Senators  opposed  to  the  bill 
had,  in  its  earlier  stages,  been  pressed  to  bring  forward 
their  objections  to  it.  He  hoped  he  would  be  excused 
in  makmg  a  very  brief  reply  to  the  argument  of  the  Se« 
nator  from  New  ilampslure.  The  first  obiection  of  that 
p^entleman  was,  that  the  bill  would  introduce  a  system 
into  the  several  States  discordant  with  the  jurisprudence 
of  those  States.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  to  recon- 
sider this  argument,  and  say  whether  the  evils  which  he 
predicted  would  result  from  the  bill.  The  State  tribu^ 
nals  are  regulated  by  the  State  laws  \  and  it  belongs  to 
the  X^egislature  of  tlie  Union  to  establish  tribunals  for  car- 
lying  into  effect  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  gentle- 
man's complaint  is  then  directed  to  the  system  under 
which  we  five.  The  discordancy  to  which  he  objects 
exists  in  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  The  process 
of  the  United  States'^  Courts  was,  by  the  act  of  1789, 
made  to  conform  to  the  process  of  the  several  States,  as 
it  at  that  time  existed.  But  the  process  of  the  United 
States'  Courts  no  longer  conforms  to  that  of  those  States 
which  have  altered  their  laws  in  this  respect ;  and,  of 
course,  the  law  of  '89  does  not  extend  lo  those  States 
which  have  since  been  admitted  into  the  Union.  A  dis* 
crepancy  must,  therefore,  necessarily. stxist  between  the 
process  of  the  Courts  of  the  United' Slates  And  of  the  se* 
vend  States. 

To  tt)^  objection  urged  against  the  title  of  the  bill,  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  reply :  for  the  title  formed 
no  essential  psrt  of  the  bill,  and  did  not,  i»i  any  way^  con- 
trol its  provisions.  If  it  was  considered  inapt,  he  would 
consent  to  its  modification.  It  was  said  that  the  bill  was 
an  insolvent  system.  So  it  was,  to  a  certain  extent:  but 
the  whole  fb:-ce  of  the  bill  was  not  spent  upon  that  object. 
He  arould  agree  that  the  bill  was  an  act  to  relieve  from 
imprisonment,  er  the  danger  of  imprisonment,  those 
debtors  who  made  a  full  and  fair  surrender  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  to  render  more  efficient  the  existing  laws  for 
the  coercion  of  fraudulent  debtors*  It  was  also  objected 
by  the  gentlenun  from  New  Hampshire,  that  the  provi- 
siofis  of  the  bill  delayed  the  administration  of  justice. 
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He  wu  not  about  to  travel  arain  throui^h  the  argu- 
ments which  he  formerly  urged  against  this  objection. 
But  he  would  take  occasion  to  remind  gentlemen,  that 

the  delays  tif  justice  between  citizen  and  citizen  was  a 

part  of  the  pnce  which  we  paid  for  justice.  The  Sena- 
tor  from  New  Hampshire  assumes  that  the  framers  of  the 
bill  took  it  for  granted  that  judgments  were,  in  every 
State,  a  lien  on  the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the 
debtor.  The  assumption  was  gratuitous.  The  hkws  of 
the  States  remained  unaffected  by  the  provi»ons  of  the 
bill.    The  gentleman  was  alarmed  by  the  vast  delegation 

of  power  to  X}xt  District  Courts — a  power  to  decide  be- 
tween the  claims  of  citi2ens  of  the  same  State  to  the  pro- 
perty acsigAed  by  the  debtor.  But  the  bill,  he  averred, 
gave  no  such  power.  It  provides  onlv  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  property  assigfned,  after  the  clums  of  that 
property  had  been  adjusted  and  decidecl  by  the  proper 
tribunals.  The  laws  existing  provided  for  this  case.  If 
the  cause  of  action  came  within  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  action  would  be  brought  in  the  United  States' 
Courts ;  if  not,  it  would  be  brought  in  the  State  Courts. 

^  The  bill  was  said  to  be  an  insolvent  law  ;  and  he  had' 
already  admitted  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  was.  The 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  doubted  whether  it  was 
competent  to  ^he  United  States  to  enact  an  insolvent 
Jaw.  The  constitutional  power,  he  thought,  could  not 
be  doubted.  Judicial  power  is  gTanted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion—and  is  Congress. to  be  restricted  in  the  method  of 
exercising  that  power,  by  such  scruples  ^  He  wished 
the  bill  mi^ht  be  charged  with  the  faults  that  really  be- 
longed to  It,  and  not  with  those  for  which  it  was  in  no 
way  responsible.  Insolvency,  said  Mr.  B.  is  a  part  of 
bankruptcy,  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  regulate  the  great- 
er subject,  we  have  a  right  to  regulate  the  less.  'J*be 
Supreme  Court  had  decided  that  we  bad  this  right.  Is 
this  bill,  concluded  Mr.  B-,  which  has  such  large  claims 
on  the  Government,  and  from  the  moral  effect  of  which 
so  much  is  hoped,  to  be  sacrificed  to  a  doubt,  Whether  we 
have  a  power  which  was  never  denied  to  us  before  ? 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  he  asked  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  a  few  minutes  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague,  concerning  the  operation  of  this  bill  upon. 
New  Hampshire*  He  had  not  heretofore  entered  into  the 
debate  upon  its  merits,  and  certainly,  at  this  late  stage, 
should  not  in  that  way  trespass.  Was  the  passage  of  the 
bill  an  unusual  or  unwarranted  stretch  of  power  in  the 
General  Government  >  Had  New  Hampshire,  or  any 
other  State,  a  right  to  complain  that  the  Le^slature,  for 
the  confederacy,  when  the  Constitution  was  silent,  should 
prescribe  particular  forms  of  process  for  its  own  Courts, 
and  alter  them  as  experience  and  reflection  should  dic- 
tate f  ft  must  be  dqne  from  necessity.  11  had  been  done 
ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Govetiifnent ;  and  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  of  a  century  an  act  of  Congress  had 
existed,  without  coroplamt,  which  allowed  private  debtors 
committed  under  process  from  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  discharged  finom  imprisonment  after  a.sur- 
render  of  their  property.  New  Hampshire  bad  not  been 
u^^eytA  by  the  exercise  of  this  power,  though  in  sub- 
stance operating  as  an  insolvent  system  :  because  she  had 
in  substance,  under  a/om  in  some  respects  milder,  a  si- 
milar system  of  insolvency  s  or^  in  other  words,  a  similar 
system  of  abolishing  impnsonment  fbr  debt  Mr.  W .  said, 
if  he  believed  the  present  bill  would  prostrate  the  rights 
or  trench  deeply  on  the  accustomed  privileges  of  her 
people,  he  would  oppose  its  passage  as  cheerfully  as  he 
now  supported  \%i  But,  in  truth,  the  great  principle  of 
the  bill  is  now  the  great  principle  in  the  system  of  his 
own  State.  The  difference  existed  mainly  in  details  •, 
and  though  he  disliked  some  of  the  details  of  the  present 
measure,  that  great  principle  was  too  laudable  and  hu- 
mane a  one  to  be  sacrificed  for  form.  It  was  a  principle 
in  accor^nce  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  and  the  geiifad 


influence  of  Christianity<  What  is  the  difference  ?  In 
New  Hampshire  no  debtor  can  be  imprisoned,  either  on 
mesne  or  final  process,  unless  .the  demand  exceed  f  IS  33. 
That  goes  still  further  than  th^  present  bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt.  In  all  cases  over  that  sum,  debtors 
can  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  process.  So  they  may  by 
this  bill.  The  only  difference  is,  t^iat  an  oatiii  and  otlier 
formalities  are  required  here,  and  nf»t  there.  But  there, 
in  practice,  not  one  debtor  in  five  hundred  »  committed 
to  prison  on  mesne  process.  How  stands  the  difference 
Ob  final  process  '  In  New  Hampshire,  evety  debtor  can 
he  diteharged  from  prison  in  fiAeen  days,  on  a  full  and 
fiiir  surrender  of  his  property.  By  this  bill  he  can  be  dis« 
charged  on  such  a  surrender  and  notice  before  final  pro- 
cess issues.  But  there  in  practice  the  surrender  is  usual- 
ly made  before  the  capias  is  served  \  and  then  the  debtor 
is  not  committed  ;  but  whenever  he  is  in  fact  committed, 
the  detention  continues  only  fifteen  days,  and  has  not,  for 
many  years,  exceeded  thirty  days,  unless  the  debtor  wants 
further  time  to  adjust  his  coneems  previous  to  his  disclo- 
sure. The  principle,  then,  both  there  and  here,  is,  tliat 
the  debtor  shall  not  be  imprisoned  after  an  honest  surren- 
der of  his  estate  \  while  there,  as.  well  as  here,  if  the  dis< 
closure  be  proved  dishonest  and  fraudulent,  the  debtor 
must  remain  in  prison.  In  both  cases,  the  fair  and  up- 
rij^ht  debtor  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a  felon,  while  the  de- 
ceiver and  knave  are  to  be  kept  confined  till  they  dis- 
gorge their  ill-gotten  gains.  In  this  last  provision,  the 
present  bill  is  an  improvement  on  our  system,  as  the  conr 
finement  is  restricted,  as  it  shoul^  be,  in  cases  of  fraud, 
to  the  prison  wall^  instead  of  the  limits  of  the  jail  yard. 
The  other  slight  differences  between  the  two  systemn, 
relate  entirely  to  detail  II  Is  not  pristended,  by  my  col- 
league  or  any  body  else,  that  either  of  theti»  is,  in  form  or 
substanoe,  a  bankrupt  system.  But  the  system  of  New 
Hampshise  is,  iti  essence,  an  insolvent  system,  as  mudi  as 
this  bill  (  and  this  is  no  more  uncoastitutional  in  regard 
to  debtors  committed  under  process  from  the  Unjted 
States'  Courts,  than  that  is  as  to  debtors  committed  under 
State  process.  Both  Governments  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  regulate  their  own  process,  and  that  is  the  ofily 
power  exercised  by  the  present  bill:  The  lien  of  thp 
creditor  does  not,  it  is  true,  exist  there  as  to  either  per- 
sonal  or  real  estate,  till  a  seizure  or  levy ;  but  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  neither  injures  nor  benefits  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire  In  that  particular— they  are  left  as  before. 
Indeed,  the  whole  operation  of  the  bill  there,  if  it  differ 
ed  materially  from  the  principle  of  her  present  System, 
would  be  very  limited,  as  it  afiects  only  process  from  the 
United  States*  Courts,  and  those  are  so  few,  tliat  not  five 
persons  in  a  year,  in  the  whole  State,  would,  probably 
avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  ,  ' 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  being  called  for  by  Mr.  VAN  BU- 
REN;  6xi  the  passage  of  the  biU,  it  passed  by  the  follow- 
ing  vote  ; 

YEAS — ^>lessrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Branch, 
Chambers,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison jH^ndricks,  Johnson,of 
■Ky.  Johnspn  of  Lou.  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLane, 
Macon,  Marks,  Pai^is,  Kidgely,.  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith 
of  Md.   VanBuren,.  Williams,  Woodbuiy— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Cobb,  Diclterson,  Ellis,  Knight,  Noble,  Bobbins, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Smjth  of  S.  C.  White?  Willey— 16. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

The  bill  to  regelate  process  in  the  Slates  admitted  into 
the  Union  Mnce  the  year  1789,;  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  he  thought  the  bill  susceptible  of  im- 
provement. I- move  you,  sir, (said  he)  that  it  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  word  «« now,  "  in  tl^c  ninth  line,  and 
inserting  \\\  its  place,  the  words  **  or  may  be."  \\y  this 
alteration  the  Federal  process,  in  each  of  the  Sta'cs  ad- 
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motion,  so  as  to  make  the  operation  of  the  principle  gen- 
cnil  throughout  the  whole  Union.  He  felt  disposed  to 
concur  in  the  amendment  pf  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, and  would  cheerful!)'  offer  a  motion  to  modify  it»  ac- 
*  cording  to  his  suggestion.  Ae  did  not  believe  that  the 
framers  of  the  Jaw  of  1789  had  taken  up  the  laws  of  thje 
diflferent  States,  then  forming  the  Union,  and  entered  in- 
to an  examination  of  them,  to  aid  in  framing  that  act.  Such 
A  labor  was  not  to  have  been  expected.  Had  they  exam- 
ined those  lawS|  and  decided  that  they  wei<e  all  good  and 
proper,  they  would  have  decided  on  the  most  palpable 
inconsistencies.  W«s  it  not  more  rationalto. conclude, 
that  the  national  Legislature  of  that  day  had  more  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity  of  the  States,  than  was  felt  by  Con- 
gress  at  the  present  time  \  And  if  they  did  feel  that  con- 
gdence  in  the  States,  why  should  not  the  laws  of  the 
States,  so  far  as  it  would  *be  expedient,  be  now  adopted  ? 
1  he  present  law,  he  thought,  went  fkr  enough  :  it  gave 
the  Circuit  Courts  power  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws  of 
process,  passed  by  the  State  Legislatures  %  and  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  po^er  to  supervise  and 
ovemile  them.  It  appeared  to  him  sound  policy  that  the 
Federal  Coarts^asftiras  they  should  agree  with  their  rules, 
shoidd  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  States.  Wherever 
tliose  laws  were  in  hostility  to  their  rules,  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Courts  to  amend  and  correct  them.  If  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  prevailed, 
he  would  engage  to  introduce  an  amendment  to  make  the 
application  of  the  principle  general  to  all  the  States.  It 
was  necessary  that,  m  some  shape  or  other,  this  bill  slionld 
pass,  more  especially  for  the  new  States,  which  were,  by 
the  operation  of  adverse  circumstances^  deprived  altoge- 
thcr  of  Circuit  Courts. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  sud,  that,  if  possible,  this  bill  ought 
now  to  be  decided  upon.  It  was  a  measure  which  had 
long  orxupied  Cong^ress,  this  being  the  seconder  third  ses- 
sion in  which  it  had  been  di8c^ssed.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate  in  its  present  form,  two  years  since.  The  course 
now  proposed  was  a  middle  one,  and  he  saw  no  objection 
to  it.  It  did  not  go  the  length  desired  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Johnsok .]  It  did,  certainly,  as  was 
stated  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  BsRaiSH,] 
establish  two  di#erent  rules.  This  objection,  however, 
would  he  removed,  if  an  amendment  could  be  introduced 
to  make  its  operation  equal  in  all  the  States.  As  to  the 
State  which  he  in  part  represented,  he  thought  it  would 
be  acceptable,  and  considered  as  in  no  way  interfering 
with  the  established  Judiciary.  He  hoped  that  it  would 
now  be  decided,  in  order  to  save  time,  and  to  satisfy  those 
who  were  desirous  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at £ome  length, 
expressing  a  belief  that  it  was  never  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress that  a  member  of  a  Court  should  have  the  power  to 
pass  process  acts,  make  execution  laws,  or  change  the 
system  of  process  in  any  of  the  States. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  he  had  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  the  progress  of  the  bill.  Foi*  himself,  however,  he 
desired  a  fuller  inquiry  into  its  merits  and  bearing.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  had  certainly  proposed  an  import- 
ant alteration  in  the  amendment,  which  he  had  declared 
himself  ready  to  offer.  But,  however  simple  the  question 
might  bp,  still  it  was  a  question,  and  required  the  great- 
est deliberation.  If  they  were  to  do  away  the  Inequality 
of  its  operation,  and  give  to  the  old  States  the  same  provi- 
sions that  were  extended  to  the  new,  a  difficulty  remained. 
The  power  extended  by  the  bill  to  the  Federal^  Courts, 
was  entirely  illusory.  Laws  might  be  enacted  to  regu- 
late processes,  but  they  might  be  altered  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  no  limit  was  placed  to  this  pOA'er  of  alteration. 
Hetliought  that,  if  the  system  was  adopted  at  all,  the  Su- 
preme Coui't  ouj^ht  to  be  invested  with  a  supen'ising  pow- 
er, with  limitations— >in  the  first  place,  ftom  altering  the 
march  of  suits»  so  as  to  make  their  progress  niore  rapidly 


than  the  laws  of  the  States  allow  {  and,  secondly,  restrict, 
ing  the  Judges  of  that  Court  from  alteringthe  principle 
of  those  laws  in  relation  to  final  process.  These  objects 
he  lifld  in  view  in  moving  to  postpone  the  bill,  in  order  to 

£*ve  time  for  investigation.  He  concluded  hy  moving  to 
y  the  bill  upon  the  table  \  but  suspended  his  motion  at 
the  desire  of 

Mr.  McKlNLEY,  who  rose  merely  to  make  a  suggestion. 
He  should  be  glad  to  delay  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill. 
In  the  present  form  he  slioulil  object  to  it,  but  if  investi- 
gated further,  he  might  agree  to  its  ad9ption.  His  pre- 
sent impression  was,  that  the  powers  proposed  to  be  gnint- 
ed  to  the  Courts  could  not  be  conceded  without  danger. 
He  coincided  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky, that  'the  question  was  not,  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  finm^rs  of  the  law  of  '89,  but  what  were  its  effects } 
He  should  vote  for  a  postponement. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed,  that  it  was  true,  as  has  been 
said  by  the  {^ntleman  from  New  York,  tliat  the  operation 
of  the  principle  would  be  unequal  $  but  as  a  modification 
'  had  been  mentioned,  he  would  say  notliing  farther  on 
that  head.  With  deference  to  the  desires  of  the  gentle- 
men  from  Georgia  and  Alabama,  he  wished  that  the  ques- 
tion to  postpone  migfht  not  be  taken  until  that  upon  his 
amendment  had  been  decided  upon.  It  Would  in  no  way 
interfere  with  any  delay  that  might  be  thought  desirable, 
or  with  any  other  amendment  that  might  subsequently  be 
suggested.  He  thought  the  whole  subject  one  of  great 
importanee  i  but  he  could  not  perceii-e  how  the  general 
question  on  the  bill  could  interfere  with  his  amendment. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  he  should  willingly  go  the  whole, 
and  would  vote  for  a  modification  by  which  the  provision 
would  be  extended  to  the  old  States,  as  they  were  called. 
The  only  reason  why  the  amendment  offered  by  him  did 
not  extend  over  the  whole  ground,  was,  that  he  did  not 
consider  himself  authorized  to  make  any  proposition  for 
altering  the  condition  of  those  States  in  which  the  system 
of  jurisprudence  had  long  been  established.  For  that  rea- 
son he  proposed  only  to  cover  the  nine  States  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  '89.  These  were  bis  motives.  If  the 
question  was  taken,  he  should  not  oppose  laj^ing  it  on  the 
table.  He  wished,  however,  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  first  on  the  amendment ;  which  would  not  debar  the 
gentlemsn  from  Kentucky  or  Alabama,  from  subsequently 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  power  of 
supervision  to  the  Supreme  Court.  If,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  persisted  in  laying  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  he  would  acquiesce. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BERRIEN,  the  bUl  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LIEUTENANTS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

The  special  Orders  of  the  Day  then  occurring  in  their 
order,  the  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of 
the  Havy,  who  shall  have  served  ten  years,  was  takeft  up. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  the  postponement  of  tlie  bill 
(being  the  next  in  order)  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
duty  OJ1  Imported  Salt,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  a  Sen- 
ator, who  took  an  interest  in  the  proposed  measure ;  but, 
before  any  q:uestion  was  taken  on  his  motion,  he  withdrew 
it,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  MACON,  who  moved  that  the  Senate  now  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  bumness ;  which  was 
concurred  in,  and»  aflei^  remainin j^  in  secret  session  for  a 
short  time. 

The  motions  of  Messrs.  SMITH  of  Maryhmd,  and 
BERRIEN,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  the  more  he  reflected  on 
the  subject,  the  more  he  was  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  the  amendment.  On  investigation,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  eighty-six  who  would  be  entitled  to  the  ad- 
vanced pay,  in  case  the  bill  passed  as  it  was  reported, 
white  there  were  tixty-four  who  had  sencd  seven  years. 
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and  thirty- six  who  had  served  five  years,  and  who  would 
be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  provision  for  an 
equal  number  of  years.     The  operation  of  the  bill  would, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  be  nard  ami  unequal  5   as  it 
wotild  be  perceived  that  there  were  a  number  of  lieu- 
tenants who  would  not  be  eutitJed  to  the  increase,  and 
yet  who  had  served  nearly  as  long  as  those  who  would 
have  the  benefit  of  this  bill.     Blafiy  junior  officers  were 
etYiployed  in  the  same  service,  and  placed  on  an  equal 
footing"  with  those  wIk)  were  a  few  years  their  seniors;  and 
the  result  would  be»  that,  when  they  were  in  ports  to- 
{(ether,  they  would  not  be  equal  in  respect  to  pay,  and 
the  one  would  be  able  to  enjoy  comforts  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  other.    This  would  be  peculiarly  galling  to 
the  younger  officers,  in  casen  where  they  should  happen 
to  mess  together.     All  such  causes  of  discontent  and 
complaint  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  avoided  ;  and  he  felt 
assured,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  its  partiality,  in  this  re- 
spect, would  be  severely  felt.     There  could  not  possi- 
bly be  devised  »  plan  more  certain  to  depress  the  spirits 
and  wound  the  pride  of  a  spiriled  oflficer,  than  tliis.    Mr. 
H.  said,  he  bad  determined  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  was 
reported.     But  he  should,  upon  further  reflection,  do  it 
with  great  reluctance,  and  only  under  a  conviction  thai 
nothing  better  could  be  obtained  :  and  he  gave  his  friend 
from  Maine  fair  warning,  that,  should  the  proposition  to 
amend  the  bill  not  succeed,  so  as  to  include  ail  the  lieu- 
tenants of  the  Navy,  in  the  proposal  for  an  increase  of 
pay,  he  would  not  cease  to  urge  it  with  all  his  efforts, 
aiKl  would  bring  forward  a  proposition  to  that  efl^ect,  until 
the  junior  officers  should  be  placed  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  those  who  had  served  a  longer  term  of  years. 

Mr.  .WOODBURY  said,  that  he  shotdd  not  have  ex- 
pressed himself  further  upon  this  subject,  had  he  not 
been  misunderstood.  It  was  coiiwdered  by  the  commit- 
tee, that,  af^er  long  sen'ices  in  the  Navy,  at  that  time  of 
liib^wben  the  judgment  was  matured,  and  the  officer  like- 
ly to  have  formed  connexions  which  would  increase  his 
expenses,  it  was  merely  equitable  that  he  should  receive 
an  increased  compensation.  In  the  Army,  after  having 
served  for  such  a  space,  an  officer  was' entitled  to  a  brevet 
rank,  by  the  mere  force  of  time.  There  was  no  such  ad- 
vancement in  the  Navy,  and  this  additional  compensation 
would  supply,  in  a  measure,  il's  place.  It  was  said  that 
there  were  individuals  as  meritorious  among  the  junior 
officers  as  among  those  who  had  served  longer.  This 
might  be,  And  probably  was,  often  the  case.  But,  in  the 
Army,  no  such  principle  as  this  was  acknowledged,  as  an 
officer  there  received  his  brevet  rank  merely  on  account 
of  the  length  of  his  services.  The  principle,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  the  same  in  the  Navy  as  in  the  Army.  A  mid- 
shipman, for  instance,  wae,  after  having  served  for  a  cer- 
tain number  df  years,  entitled  to  a  warrant  as  post  midship- 
man. This  was  given  him  by  the  force  of^  time  alone. 
He  could  not  even  be  examined  until  a  certain  time  had 
passed.  So,  In  the  English  Navy,  the  surgeons  were  en- 
titled to  a  certain  increase  of  pay  after  a  certain  time  of 
service,  and  depending  on  nothing  else.  The  committee, 
however,  did  not  rely  entirely  on  theory,  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  They  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  upon  this  topic,  in  which  he  recom- 
mended that  an  increase  of  pay  should  be^given  to  lieu- 
tenants who  should  have  performed  ten  years  of  faithfid 
service.  This  letter  was  not  communicated  to  the  com- 
mittee until  afler  tliey  had  reported  this  bill,  with  which 
it  accorded  exactly,  and  shewed  that  the  views  of  the  De- 
partment corroborated  fully  those  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee. Since  this  bill  had  been  before  the  Senate]  a  memo- 
rial from  the  surgeons  of  the  Navy  had  been  received, 
which  was  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  committee ; 
and  he  thought  it  a  distinct  subject  which  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  stand  on  its  own  merits. 
Vot.  IV.— 7 


Mr.   HAYNE  said  that  the  proposition  of  his  friend 
from  Georgia,  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  the  design  of 
providing  for  the  surgeons  of  the  Nav)%  wai,  he  thought, 
premature.     The  whole  subject  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Navy  wa^  now  before  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs.     It  was  very  desirable  that  measures  should 
be  taken  to  induce  men  of  talents  and  high  character  for 
science  to  go  to  sea  in  that  department.     The  subject  of 
compensation,  it  was  true,  would  be  a  matter  of  grave 
consideration  ;  but  thit  did  not  embraca  all  the  objects 
which  the  committee,  in  forming  their  plan  on  this  sub- 
ject, had  in  view.     They  had,  therefore,  reserved  that 
subject  to  be  provided  for  by  a  separate  bill.     As  to  the 
present  bill,  he  wished  it  to  pass  for  the  benefit,  and  in 
consideration  of  the  merits,  ut  the  lieutenants  alone.  And, 
while  he  was  up,  he  would  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  it. 
I  agree,  said  Mr.  H.  with  my  friend  from  Ohio,  that  the 
present  pay  of  this  valuable  class  of  officers  istnaJequate 
to  their  comforts  or  their  services  \  and  I  do  not  agree 
with'my  friend  fi^om  Maryland,  in  the  motion  which  he  has 
made.     To  the  bill  as  it  Was  reported,  I  will  allow  I  had 
some  objections.    But  t  think  that  the  increased  compen- 
sation should  not  extend  to  all.     1*0  the  elder  officers  it 
was  due,  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  means  of  liv- 
io^  accortling  to  their  rank.    The  committee  were  of  this 
opmion,  sustained  bv  that  of  the  Department.     So  far  he 
disagreed  from  his  friend  fit>m  Maryland,  that  he  would 
not  accept  that  gentleman's  proposition,  unless  he  should 
be  convinced  that  the  bill,  as  reported,  could  not  be  ob- 
tained.     He  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  that,  throughout  the  Navy,  the  pay  ought  to 
be  arranged  according  to  the  time  of  service.'  His  own 
opinion  was,  that  the  pay  ought  to  be  progressive  ;  so 
much  after  five  years'  service  ;  an  increase  after  ten ; 
and  so  on.     He  should  be  in  favor  of  giving  an  increase 
of  pay  which  would  always  mduce  the  officers  to  perform 
their  diity  with  zeal  and  fidelity.     This  would  be  done 
most  effectually  by  fixing  an  advance  of  pay  at  a  certain 
period,  to  be.  the  reward  of  faithful  services.    He  did  not 
doubt  that  all  performed  their  duties  now  5  but  he  would 
ask,  whether  it  could  be  supposed  that  an  ofitcey  who 
had  served  twenty  years  had  no  more  claim  to  gratitude 
and  rewanl  from  his  country,  than  one  who  had  served 
only  five  years  ?    It  was  not  doulited  that  time  and  ser- 
vice would  have  ripened  tiicir  talents.     Time  also  gene- 
rally changed  their  condition.  Becoming  older  men,  they 
naturally  formed  connexions,  and  probably  had.wives  and 
families  to  support.     It  is  true  that,  for  a  young  officer, 
the  pay  is  suflicient.     I  sa^,  therefore,  said  Mr.  H.  that  a 
necessity  does  not  exist  to  mcrcasc  the  pay  of  all  the  lieu- 
tenants in  the  service.     But,  it  it  is  allowed  that  the  pre- 
sent pay  is  sufficient  fbr  the  younger  grades^  I  contend 
that  it  ought  to  be  increased  as  a  longer  term  of  scr\'ice 
fixes  their  character  and  increases  their  usefulness.     In 
the  Army,  if  length  of  service  did  not  entitle  the  officer 
to  an  increase  of  pay,  it  gave  him  an  advanced  rank  ;  and 
he  believed,  that,  from  the  increased  expense  to  which 
they  were  exposed  at  home  and  abroad,  the  older  officers 
were  entitled  to  ftirther  pay.     But,  if  he  could  not  get 
that,  he  was  willing  to  take  up  with  the  proposition  of  ' 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  did  not  need  the  warning  voice  of 
tlie  gentleman  fVom  Ohio  to  convince  him  that  the  mea- 
sure wotild  be  persevered  in,  Mr.  C  had  expressed  his 
belief  before,  and  he  now  repeated  it,  that  this  was  only 
one  step  towards  a  general  system  of  high  pay.  No  doubt 
it  would  be  followed  up  tintil  every  officer  in  the  Navy 
would  share  in  the  increase.  The  brevctted  officers  of 
the  Army  had  been  referred  to.  But  he  believed  it  would 
be  foOnd  that  they  had  no-increase  of  pay  in  consequence 
of  their  brevets,  unless  they  were  given  a  separate  com- 
mand.    If  it  were  necessary  tiiat  the  pay  of  some  of  the 
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older  lieutenants  should  be  raised,  he  did  not  see  why  the 
increase  should  also  be  given  to  the  younger  officers.  If, 
however,  the  Senate  should  think  differently,  he  should 
merely  content  himself  to  vote  as  he  saw  fit.  But  he  be- 
lieved the  gentlemen  who  had  charjje  of  the  bill  were 
mistaken  lu  their  views  in  endeavoring  to  assimilate  the 
pay  of  the  Navy  and  Army. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  the  idea  of  the  gfentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  was  a  mistaken  one  in  relation  to 
the  brevet  rank  of  the  Army.    B revetted  officers  received 


principle  on  which  they  should  be  treated.  They  should 
be  cherished  and  encouraged  in  a  time  of  peace,  so  as  to 
create  the  materials  for  efficient  defence  in  war.  Prize 
money  was  the  reward  of  their  own  gallantry.  It  cost 
the  country  nothing,  and  was  essentially  the  property  of 
the  captors.  What  is  the  object  of  sustaining  these  in- 
dividuals  in  peace,  at  all  ?  It  is,  that,  when  war  comes, 
their  gallantry  may  be  at  our  disposal-  What  are  you  now 
asked  to  do  ?  To  raise  their  pay  to  an  equality  with  that 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army.  And  why  should  this  incr^sc 
no  additional  .pay  except  in  some  particular  instances.  He , » be  confined  to  those  who  have  served  ten  years  ?  To  me. 


knew  an  officer  who  received,  during  tiie  last  war,  the  brc 
vet  rank  of  major,  and  who  never  to  this  day  received  a  far- 
thing above  his  captain's  pay.  It  waa  a  grade  which  did  not 
necessarily  bring  with  it  any  additional  emolument.  The 
idea  of  it,  in  the  English  service,  from  which  our  Army  bor- 
rowed it,was,that  it  was  a  part  of  a  progressive  promotion  ; 
and,  during  our  late  war,  it  was  principally  employed  as  a 
tdcen  of  honor  bestowed  on  officers  who  had  distinguish- 
ed themselves.  As  to  our  Naval  officers,  he  would  re 
mark,  that  their  situation  required  that  they  should  sup- 
port the  appearance  of  gentlemen.  When  they  go  abroad, 
a  comparison  must  take  place  between  them  and  foreign 
officers,  wliich  is  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter. 
Tiiey  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing,  and  be 
able  to  equal  in  appearance,  and  return  the  courtesies 
shewn  them  by  foreigners.  They  had  lived  for  many 
years  on  hope,  and  they  began  to  fear  that  hope  deferred 
-  was  always  to  be  their  lot.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  his  remarks  of  yesterday, 
as  to  the  comparative  duties  and  pay  of  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  other  persons  in  the  public  employments.  He 
believed  they  were  deserving,  and  trusted  their  deserts 
would  not  any  longer  be  neglected. 

Mr.  McLANE  observed,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  in* 
creasing  the  pay  of  these  officers,  but  averse  to  doing  it 
according  to  the  time  of  service.  It  was  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  that  the  disparity  between  the  pay  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  was  very  great  j  and  it  was  not  ])rctended  that  that 
of  the  Army  was  too  high.  He  did  not  suppose  that,  in 
fixing  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  either,  it  was  intended  to 
remunerate  them  for  actual  services — that  was  impos- 
sible-—but  to  cherish  those  men  whose  devotion  to  their 
counti^r  would  be  proved  in  the  event  of  another  war. 
The  principle  on  which  they  acted  was  of  a  higher  nature 
than  to  admit  the  supposition  that  their  seiVices  and 
fidelity  were  to  be  bought  for  a  price.  The  object,  then, 
of  the  bill  was  to  support  these  men  honorably  and  liberal- 
ly in  time  of  peace,  whose  lives  were  to  be  risked,  in  case 
of  a  war,  for  our  defence.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  McL.  if  the 
officers  of  the  Army  do  not  receive  too  much,  why  should 
we  not  advance  the  pay  of  those  of  the  Navy  ?  I  look  upon 
the  Navy  as  the  most  important  arm  of  our  national  de* 
fence  ;  and  we  ought  to  cherish  it  in  the  prospect  of  its 
future  services.  I  do  not  intend  to  disparage  the  Army, 
nor  am  I  insensible  to  its  merits,  or  forgetful  of  the  many 
brave  officers  it  has  produced.  But  I  must  say,  that,  from 
the  peculiar  situation  of  the  countcy,  the  Navy  is  the  roost 
important  branch  of  our  war  establislnnent.  Yet  this  iro« 
portant  branch  of  service  is  comparatively  neglected. 
The  officers  of  our  Army  are  brought  up  in  the  Military 
Academy,  and  are  then  inti^oduced  at  once  into  actual 
service.  The  young  Naval  officer  must,  on  the  contrary, 
educate  himself  from  his  own  books,  and  depend  on  his 
limited  opportunities  fur  improvement.  And,  when  he 
has  toiled  through  all  these  difficulties,,  left  in  a  manner 
to  himself,  and  arrives  at  a  higher  grade,  what  does  he 
receive  ?  A  sum,  even  if  this  bill  should  pass,  much  less 
than  the  pay  of  the  Army  officer,  who  has  been  educated 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  But  it  has  been  said, 
that  he  has  a  chance  of  sharing  prize  money.  That,  cer- 
tainly was  not  the  case  during.a  peace  i  and,  setting  that 
ooiisideration  fiside,  he  would  repeat  tb^it  this  >vas  not  the 


said  Mr.  McL.  that  class  seem  rather  less  entitled  to  it 
than  the  junior  officers.  The  former  have  arrived  at  a 
point  nearer  promotion,  if  their  services  have  been  me- 
ritorious, and  will  sooner  be  made  captains ;  while  the 
latter  have  a  long  series  of  years  before  them  of  hard  ser- 
vice, with  little  prospect  of  immediate  promotion.  If  the 
ol?ject  was  to  cherish  the  Navy,  we  ought,  at  least,  to 
make  the  officers  comfortable,  and  give  them  a  genteel 
subsistence.  These  were  the  grounds  on  which  he  shouU 
vote  for  the  bill  ?  and,  wishing  to  see  the  Army  and  Navy 
placed  on  an  equal  footing,,  he  wa3  infavor  of  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  to  recommit. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed,  that  it  was  immaterial  to 
him  what  course  the  bill  took.  As  to  that  portion  of  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor^a,  which  related  to 
the  pay  uf  the  surgeons,  he  thought  it  superfluous,  as  the 
subject  was  about  to  be  reported  upon  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  ;  and  he  understood  their  object  to  be, 
to  change  the  whole  system.  As  to  the  proposition  to 
place  all  the  lieutenants  on  the  same  footmg,  as  to  pay, 
he  would  observe,  that  there  was  this  difference  between 
the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  :  The  rank  of  those 
in  the  latter  service  was  the  same  in  their  separate  grades. 
It  was  not  so  in  the  former :  a  captain,  for  instance, 
whose  commission  bore  a  certain  date,  and  who  has  served 
a  certain  number  of  years^  ranks  as  a  major  by  brevet ; 
yet  the  pay  of  a  captain  does  not  increase  according  to 
his  brevet  rank.  But  he  apprehended  Oiat  the  Senate 
coidd  not  consider  the  proposition  to  advance  the  pay  of 
all  the  lieutenants  without  revising  tlie  whole  system ;  and, 
if  that  was  done,  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  recom*- 
mendations  of  the  individual  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. And  he  had  already  confined  his  recommendations 
to  the  lieutenants  who  had  served  ten  years.  He,  there- 
fore, was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  stood.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  mistaken  liim,  Mr.  W^  in  supposing  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  brevet  rank  entitled  an  officer  to  an  in- 
creased pay.  He  had  only  intended  to  i^rgue  that  it  was  a 
distinction  which  operated  as  a  stepping-stone  to  promo- 
tion,  and  was  confined  by  the  mere  force  of  time.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  being  a  military  man,  he  had  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  explain  minutely  his  views  on  this  head. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that  the  clearness  with  which  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smitr]  had  treated  thii» 
subject  yesterday,  obviated  any  necessity  on  his,  Mr.  B-'s, 
part,  to  say  much  upon  it.  But,  as  to  his  proposition,  he 
would  say  one  word.  A  number  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
Navy  had  presented  to  the  Senate  a  memorial,  appealing, 
not  to  the  ^nerosity,  but  to  the  justice  of  the  country,  in  a 
manner  which  ought  not  to  be  neglected .  The  l>iU  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  had  come  from  the  Committee  without  are- 
port.  By  this  bill,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  not 
granted  $  it  was  passed  by,  and  a  distinct  proposition 
made,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cut  off  a  large  number  of 
meritorous  officers,  in  the  same  grade,  from  a  participa* 
tion  in  the  beneflts  to  be  conferred  by  the  meastire.  It 
was  not  his  object  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  to  obtain  a  re- 
committal, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  lieutenants 
of  the  Navy  had  not  been  raised  to  a  rank  requiring  the 
perfosmsnce  of  a  duty,  and  the  assumption  of  a  responsi- 
bility, for  which  thry  had  ndt  been  rewai'ded,  and  for 
which  their  present  pay  was  inadequate.     It  had  been 


101 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


102 


jAif.  93,  1827.] 


Lkuimanh  in  ikt  Nany-^Cwnbetland  Road, 


[SENATE. 


shewn  that  they  were  pfoeed  on  a  different  footing  from 
officera  of  the  same'rank  in  the  Army ;  but  it  had  not  been 
shewn  why  this  disfiarity  should  exist.  What,  lie  would 
ask,  is  the  object  of  pay  to  those  who  serve  in  the  defence 
of  their  country  >  is  it  to  tender  a  certain  amount  of  pur- 
chase money  for  certain  specific  services }  Or  is  it  to 
enable  these  officers- to  enjoy  the  intercourse  of  polished 
life }  He  bought  we  need  not  go  so  far,  but  stop  at  the  sim- 
pie  decko^tion  that  it  was  ^iven  as  an  expression,  on  the 
part  of  the  Oovemment,  of  the  value'of  their  stervices.  The 
object  of  bis  motion  was  to  inquire,  whether  their  rank 
ought  to  place  their  compensation  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  lieutenants  of  the  Army  \  and,  if  so,  that  it  might 
be  given  to  them.  The  committee  had  reported  a  bill 
by  which  the  increase  of  compensation  would  only  be 
giveii  to  those  who  should  have  served  a  certain  number 
of  years  ^  yet  it  was  not  shewn  that  this  would  place  them 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  captains  of  the  Army.  No 
one  would  doubt  the  truth  of  the  remark  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  that  the  Navy  ought  to  be  cherished. 
It  was  his  own  sentiment  also  ;  and,  from  that  feeling,  he 
was  desirous  of  inquiring  into  the  merits  of  their  case,  in 
order  that  they  might  hh  placed  in  a  situation  ec^ually  nd- 
vantagfeous  with  that  enjoyed  by  their  equals  in  rank  in 
the  military  service.  As  to  that  portion  of  his  motion 
which  related  to  the  surgeons,  he  had  not  the  slightest 
objection,  since  the  explanations  that  had  been  made 
by  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  and  South  Caro- 
lina, so  to  modify  his  proposition  as  to  leave  that  subject 
to  the  specific  consideration  of  the  committee.  But  he 
was'  still  desirous  of  pressing  the  other  portion,  as  the 
motion  of  his  friend  from  Maryland  did  not  meet  the  whole 
object  which  he,  Mr.  B.,  had  in  view. 

Mr.  HATNB  said,  that  this  proposition  was  different 
from  that  of  hia  friend  from  Maryland.  He  had  not  been 
prepared  to  meet  it,  because,  until  now,  he  supposed  that, 
apart  from  the  subject  of  the  surgeons,  the  two  mo- 
tions were  similaf.  The  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
lieorgia  was  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the  lieutenants  with 
that  <^  the  captains  of  the  Army.  He  would  merely  state 
the  effect  of  this  measure.  The  addition  of  pay,  should 
this  motion  prevail,  would  be  twenty  dollars  per  month, 
while  the  bill  proposed  to  g^ve  only  ten.  On  the  relative 
expediency  of  these  propositions  the  Senate  would  de- 
cide. The  pay  of  a  captain  of  the  Army  was  now  1,081 
dollars  ;  that  of  the  lieutenant  of  tlie  Navy,  with  the  in- 
crease proposed  by  this  bill,  would  be  960  dollars ;  so 
that  there  still  remained  a  distinction  between  their  pay 
of  131  dollars.  Whether  it  would  be  proper  to  go  so  far 
in  the  increase  of  the  compensation  of  the  lieutenants,  he 
would  leave  to  the  Senate,  contenting  himself  with  this 
explanation. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  BBRRIBN'S  motion, 
as  modified  by  him,  and  it  was  rejected  without  a  division. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  or  Maryland,  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  words  '*  who  shall  have  served  ten 
years  as  such,"'  so  as  to  make  the  increase  of  pay  appli- 
cable to  aU  the  lieutenants  of  the  Navy,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  lie  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  remark  of  his  colleague,  that  all  the  officers 
of  the  same  grrnde  ought  to  receive  the  same  pay.  He 
would  now  submit  an  amendment  which  wouUl,  he 
thought,  equalise  the  compensation  of  the  ofBcers  of  cor- 
responding rank  in  the  Army  and  Navy.  He  would  move 
to  insert  m  the  first  section  these  words :  "  and,  utter  ten 
•*years*  service,  each  lieutenant  shall  receive  an  additional 
**  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  one  additional  ration 
**per  day."  If  this  amendment  werfe  adopted,  it  would 
make  the  emolument  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  Navy  who 
had  served  ten  years,  the  same  as  that  of  a  captain  of  tlie 
Army.     It  needed  not  to  be  stated  to  the  Senate,  that  the 


present  compensation  would  not  enable  them  to  bear- 
He  hoped  tliat  the  Senate  would  agree  with  him,  that  such 
long  services  and  deprivations  merited  the  increase  which 
he  proposed  to  give  them. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that,  if  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, his  intention  was,  first  to  raise  the  pay  of  alftbe 
lieutenants  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  then  to  raise  it  ten 
dollars  more  at  the  end  of  ten  yean'  service.  He  was 
entirely  opposed  to  the  proposition. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS  wAs  tlien  negatired 
a'ithout  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 


TITE0DAT,  jAwuiav  32,  1828. 
LIEUTENANTS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pay  df  Lieutenants  in  the  Na%-y 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  MACON  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  bill,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  observed,  that  it  was  not  a  time  to  in- 
crease the  expenditure  of  the  Government,  as,  in  the  part 
of  the  country  where  he  rended,  money  was  never 
scarcer,  nor  times  harder,  than  now.  He  had  observed, 
that  it  was  always  a  good  time  to  raise  compensations,  but 
never  a  good  time  to  reduce  them.  He  should  say  no 
more  than  that  he  sliould  vote  againtt  the  bill. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  asked  by  Mr.  BATEMAN,  whose 
call  being  sustained,  the  bill  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bou* 
ligny,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Hayne,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Johnston,  of  Lou.,  Kane, 
King,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Robbins,  Ro^an, 
Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Md.,  Tyler, White,WiUey— 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bateman,  Chandler*  Cobb,  Bickerson^ 
Hendricks,  Macon,  Parris,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith  of 
S.  C,  Thomas,  Williams,  Woodbury— 13. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion  of 
the  Cumberland  Road  from  Bridgeport  to  Zanesville,  in 
Ohio»  and  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  route  of 
the  same,  from  2ane8viUe,  to  the  Seat  of  Government  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  did  not  suppose  that  it  would  be 
necessary,  or  that  the  Senate  were  disposed,  to  go  into 
an  argument  on  the  principles  of  the  bill.  To  press 
such  remarks  at  this  period  would  be  needless  ana  im- 
politic. It  had  been  the  policy  of  the  Commissoners  to 
let  parts  of  the  road  remain  in  an  unfinished  ^tuatioii; 
and  this  bill  provided  for  the  Completion  of  twenty -three 
miles,  terrainaling  at  Zanesville,  which  had  been  left  in 
this  condition.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  ar^ue 
upon  the  obligation  of  Congress  to  give  this  appropriation. 
That,  he  believed,  had  been  fully  established  on  fornier 
occasions.  It  was  now  necessary  that  the  work  should 
progress  speedily,  as  the  road,  to  a  certain  extent)  liad 
been  made,  and  in  its  partly  finished  state  would  suffer 
damage,  if  the  work  were  not  gone  on  with. 

Ml.  CHANDLER  inquired  what  amount  of  the  two 
per  cent,  on  sales  of  public  lands  had  been  applied  to  the 
conptruction  of  this  road. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said  that  it  would  be  difBcult  to  an- 
swer  the  question.  In  1807,  the  law  had  p|issed,  autho- 
rizinjg^  the  application  of  two  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of 
land,  to  the  construction  of  the  road.  This  two  per  cent, 
on  the  actual  sales  made  in  Ohio,  had  already  been  absorb- 
ed, and  a  large  sum  besides.  But  he  did  not  consider 
Congress  restricted  in  this  matter.  It  was  a  great  National 
work,  and  had  been  acted  upon  as  such,  and  approprii^- 
tiona  had  been  made  to  carry  it  on  independcnqy  of^  the 
two  per  cent.  The  road  had  now  gone  beyond  the  Ohio 
river,  and  was  progressing  towards  the  State  of  Missouri, 


services  of  these  officers  were  ardiious  in  the  extreme,    into  which  it  would  in  a  few  years  penetrate.    'To  stop, 
and  that  their  rank  exposed  them  to  expenses  which  their )  seemed  now  out  of  the  question.     The  Commissioner  of 
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the  Land  Office  had  made  a  sUtement  of  the  amount  of 
the  two  per  cent,  on  lands  in  the  State  of  Oliio,  which 
would  be  about  two  millions  when  all  the  lands  were  sold 
"When  this  sum  would  be  realized,  he  did  not  know.  It 
was  not  his  computation,  but  that  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  law  had  been  passed  to  cany  on  the  work  to 
Zanesville  :  artd  this  appropriation  was  only  to  complete 
what  had  been  beg^un  under  that  law.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose there  would  be  any  opposition  to  an  uppropriatiou 
for  such  an  object— as  the  time  for  opposing  it,  if  ever, 
was  at  the  first  agitation  of  the  measure.  The  greater 
portion  of  tliis  great  national  work  was  completed,  and 
would  only  require  some  cai'e  on  the  part  of  the  Super- 
intendent. It  nad  been  done  in  the  best  manner,  and  was 
covered  with  stone  not  over  four  ounces  in  weight ;  the 
8  irface  had  become  consolidated,  and  made  a  firm  and 
durable  road.  There  was  a  balance  of  the  work,  of  about 
twenty  miles,  from  Bridgewater  to  Zanesville,  yet  to  be 
completed,  and,  for  that,  this  appropriation  was  to  be  made. 
The  labor  must  be  done  gradually,  as,  if  the  stones  were 
immediately  covered  witli  earth,  tliey  would  settle  and 
make  holes.  For  this  reason,  Congress  had,  formerly, 
made  such  appropriations  as  the  dinerent  stages  of  the 
work  required.  But  it  was  now  necessary  to, provide  a 
sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  road,  and  to  pover  all  the 
little  repairs  that  would  be  requiredft,.  This  section  of  the 
road  was  through  a  day  soil,  and  was  very  difficult  to  be 
worked  upon,  so  as  to  form  a  solid  and  permanent  work. 
The  advantage  of  the  road  would  be  found  to  be  very 
great ;  and  one  fact  might  be  mentioned  in  relation  to  its 
effects  as  felt  by  the  Government  itself.  Formerly,  on  this 
route,  the  mail  contractors  received  eighty  dollars  a  mile, 
while  at  present,  they  contract  to  carry  the  mail  for  thirty 
dollars — making  a  saving  of  ^ftf  dollars.  He  hoped  the 
bill  woul^  not  meet  with  opposition  tliat  would  require  an 
elaborate  debate  upon  it  ^  and  the  time  of  the  Senate 
might  be  spared. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  was  not  satisfied  with  the  answer 
given.  He  wished  to  know  how  much  had  been  receiv- 
ed and  expended,  that  they  might  know  what  to  depend 
upon  hereafter. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  reflected  on  the  manner  in  which  appropriations 
had  been  distributed  among  the  several  States. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  had  once  discussed  this  subiect ; 
and  he  had  no  desire  to  do  it  ag^in  :  But  he  could  not 
refrain  from  noticing  a  document  which  lay  on  the  table, 
and  which  gave  an  enormous  sum  as  necessary  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  road.  It  stated  that  it  would  cost  on/y  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  if  repaired  on  the  M 'Adam's 
system.  If  what  had  been  done,  already,  required  so  large 
a  sum  for  repairs,  was  it  not  incumbent  on  the  Senate 
to  consider  wliat  the  repairs  of  the  road,  when  extended 
to  the  Seat  of  Government  of  Missouri,  would  cost  ?  ^  And 
also  the  continual  charge,  for  repairs,  of  the  projected 
road  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C., 
what  enormous  amounts  will  it  not  require  to  kecp^  these 
great  works  annually  in  repair.  Why  do  not  the  friends 
of  the  whole  system  establish  toll  gates,  and  make  those 
who  travel  upon  the  road  pay  for  it  ^  As  it  is  now,  we, 
after  having  made  it,  are  obliged  to  support  it,  ourselves. 
If  the  friends  of  the  project  have  it  in  their  pawer  to 
make  the  road,  why  not  make  use  of  their  power  to  pay 
the  espences  of  its  repairs  ?  Congress  has  been  going 
on  for  years  in  it^  lavish  expenditures  on  this  object ;  and 
now  the  effect  of  its  extravagance  was  be^nning  to  be 
made  manifest.  Mr.  C.  said  be  hoped  an  inquiry  would 
be  had  into  the  estimates  and  expenditures  for  this  ob- 
ject ;  and  he  believed  it  would  be  found  that  the  latter 
had,  in  every  instance,  exceeded  the  former. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  he  would  not  take  to  him- 
self any  portion  of  the  imputation  of  uncharitableness, 
which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  North 


Carolina,  because  he  had  never  refused  to  vote  for  any 
appropriation,  for  purposes  similar  to  this,  let  them  be 
in  what  part  of  the  Union  they  might.  Let  any  rational 
project  be  brought  forward,  and  he  would  cheemiUj'  vote 
for  it.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  seemed  to 
blame  the  Western  States,  because  internal  improvements 
had  not  been  made  in  his  State.  But,  sud  Mr.  H.,  we  -could 
not  originate  any  measure  of  the  kind,  because  we  did  not 
know  the  localities.  In  all  these  questions  it  was  neces- 
sary to  inquixe  whether  the  work  was,  or  was  not,  a  na- 
tional one.  Let  that  question  be  decided,  and  he  believed 
the  gentleman  from  Nortli  Carolina  might  be  sure  of  the 
aid  of  all  the  Western  members.  The  State  of  Ohio  was 
now  constructing  a  great  National  Canal,  to  which  she 
looked  for  highly  beneficial  results.  She  did  not  derive 
any  great  benefit  from  the  Cumberland  road,  and  had  not 
asked  much  aid.  The  United  States  at  large  would  de- 
rive more  good  from  it  by  far,  than  his  State,  or  indeed 
the  Western  States  separately.  It  was  a  national  object, 
highly  valuable  to  the  General  Government,  under  many 
considerations.  It  enhanced  the  value  of  the  public  lands, 
and  accelerated  the  progress  of  settlements  upon  them. 
It  was,  also,  one  of  the  great  Jinks  by  which  this  country 
was  bound  together.  Had  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  known  the  country  before  the  road  was  com- 
menced, and  seen  it  latterly,  he  would  have  been  at  no 
loss  to  feel  the  importance  of  this  work .  Formerly,  when 
a  person  went  to  the  Western  countir,  it  was  loulDed  upon 
as  though  he  had  cut  himself  off  m>m  the  world.  In- 
stances frequently  occuiTed  of  aged  individuals  who  went 
early  to  the  Weat,  returning  to  visit  their  Triends  before 
they  died,  who  never  expected  to  see  them  again.  All 
this  was  now  Changed ;  the  communications  had  become 
frequent  and  easy ;  and  not  only  old  family  connexions 
were  renewed,  but  new  alliances  were  freauently  formed, 
having  a  tendency  to  unite  witli  a  kindly  reeling  the  dis- 
tant  portions  of  the  country.  My  friend  from  Georgia, 
said  Mr.  H.,  says  that  we  of  the  West  are  the  cause  of 
saddling  the  Government  with  a  vast  expense  for  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  the  road.  In  reply,  I  can  only 
say,  the  advantages  are  equal  to  the  expenditure.  He 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  ar^e  the  constitutional 
question,  which  he  agreed  with  his  colleague  had  long 
since  been  settled :  and  in  conclusion,  he  would  agun 
assure  his  friend  from  North  Carolina,  that  he  would  give 
his  cordial  aid  to  any  measure  which  should  be  proposed 
for  the  benefit  of  that  State. 

Mr. 'BRANCH  made  some  furtlier  observations  in  op- 
position to  the  general  principle,  and  remarked,  that  he 
hoped  the  question  would  be  discussed  on  its  proper 
grounds—tlie  constitutionahty  of  such  appropriations;  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  time  would  come  for  sto[i|Mng 
the  progress  of  this  tremendous  exercise  of  power. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  never  had  suppos- 
ed that  Congress  took  lipon  itself  the  right  of  making 
internal  improvements,  or  had  aided  any  project  not  au- 
thorized by  the  States,  as  was  intimated  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina.  On  the  contrary,  he  recoUected 
that  a  gentleman  from  Vbginia  had  formerly  brought  for- 
ward a  resolution  that  each  State  mi^^t  make  such  inter- 
nal improvements,  within  its  own  limits,  as  should  be  deem- 
ed expedient ;  and  that,  in  those  cases,  if  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  any  funds  to  spare,  they 
might  be  applied  to  aid  those  States  in  canying  their  por- 
jects  into  execution.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  said 
Mr.  S.  we  have  gone  on  and  subscribed  for  stock  in  va- 
rious works  of  internal  improvement;  hut  never  without 
the  consent  of  the  States.  The  Cumberland  road  was 
commenced  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  JefTerson ; 
and  Congress  had  gone  on,  appropriating  for  its  progress, 
until  it  had  nearly  arrived  at  Zanesville.  The  work  had 
been  done  in  a  most  substRutial  manner,  and  was  not  sur- 
passed any  where-^certainly  not  equalled  in  the  United 
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States.  And  now  a  small  appropriation  is  wanted  to  com- 
plete it  as  ftir  as  it  has  gone  ;  and  are  we  to  stop  short  ? 
Why,  sir,  it  is  a  great  national  work,  which  will  be  spoken 
of  in  the  history  of  our  country,  as  one  of  the  means  which 
a  wise  Government  made  use  of  to  draw  together  the  dis- 
tant sections  of  this  vast  nation.  But  it  is  argued  that 
the  two  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  public  lands  will  not 
cover  the  cost  of  the  road.  And  suppose  it  will  not ; 
are  we  to  relinquish  a  great  national  work  on  grounds 
like  these  ?  Certainly  not.  And  while  this  complaint  is 
made.  Congress  is  taking  the  very  course  to  prevent  the 
construction  of  the  road  out  of  the  two  per  cent,  by 
giving  away  the  lands  all  over  the  Western  country,  and 
thus  taking  the  surest  means  of  destroying  that  fund.  If 
this  system  of  donations  is  stopped,  the  means  afforded 
by  two  per  cent  on  the  sales  ot  land  may  prove  adequate 
to  the  work.  But,  otherwise,  it  certainly  cannot.  Much 
has  been  said  about  the  expense  of  keeping  the  road  in 
repair.  But,  if  it  is  so  great  a  burthen,  why  not  give  it 
up  to  the  States  through  which  it  runs }  Maryland  passed 
an  act  agreeing  to  take  the  road,  if  the  United  States 
would  cede  it  to  her.  But  Congress  refused  to  cede  to 
her  the  30  miles  that  runs  through  her  territory;  and  since 
Congress  was  averse  to  giving  up  the  road,  he  hoped  they 
would  allow  it  to  progress.  The  expenditure  was  nothing 
in  comparison  to  the  object. 

Some  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  S.  have  complained  that 
their  States  have  received  no  benefit  from  the  system  of 
internid  improvement.  Well,  sir,  some  things  are  useful 
to  some  parts  of  the  country  and  not  so  to  others.  The 
l¥est  do  not  want  fortifications,  while  the  Atlantic  SUtes 
do.  And  two  fortifications  are  now  erecting  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina.  It  is  true  that  these  works  cannot 
come  under  the  term  of  internal  improvement;  but  they 
are  something.  And  did  not  Congress  g:ve  a  sum  of 
raon^y,  a  year  or  two  since,  for  the  Dismal  Swamp  Ca- 
nal ?  I  know  that  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  spoke  and 
voted  against  it ;  but  I  dare  say  they  chuckled  when  it 
succeeded  in  spite  of  their  constitutional  objections.  Con- 
gress had  also  subscribed  to  make  a  Canal -from  the  Ches- 
apeake to  the  Delaware  ;  indeed  they  had  given  1o  ever^' 
portion  of  the  country,  where  it  was  wanted,  their  assist- 
ance ;  and  doubtless  would  act  favorably  on  the  project 
presented  yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 
[Mr.  S.  here  enumerated  several  other  works,  among 
which  was  the  deepening  of  Savannah  river,  to  which  Con- 
gress had  lent  its  aid.  ]  And  so  We  have  gone  on,  to  clear 
harbors,  make  roads,  canals,  &c.— and  sliall  we  now  stop, 
and  refuse  to  complete  leas  than  36  miles  of  the  Cumber- 
land Road  ?  He  would  not  believe  that  work  was  to  end 
here.  He  knew  that  North  Carolina  wanted  assistance. 
She  had  an  iron  bound  coast,  and  he  was  glad  that  she 
was  about  to  become  a  commercial  State.  He  did  not 
hear  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  yesterday,  [Mr.  Bbjlsch] 
hut  that  gentleman  showed  him  the  memorial  of  his  Peo- 
ple, previous  to  presenting  it,  and  he  [Mr.  S.]  told  him 
that  a  btU  drawn  up  upon  it,  would  pass  the  Senate.  To 
eveiy  part  of  the  country,  where  it  was  needed,  improve- 
ment ought  to  be  extended,  and  he  [Mr.  S.]  should  never 
withhold  hia  vote  where  it  could  be  beneficially  used. 

Mr.  MACON  said  that  the  powers  of  the  Government 
were  limited.  But  by  implication  and  construction  you  go 
on  and  make  the  Government  harder  and  harder  to  man- 
age, and  create  jealousies  and  heart-burnings  among  the 
People.  The  Government  is  now  a  very  complicated 
machine,  and  every  new  power  makes  it  more  compli- 
cated. If  he  was  not  mistaken,  there  was  a  gentleman 
present*  who  pro|>08ed  a  road  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 
Every  thing  now  is  national  or  anti-national.  Formerly, 
they  were  divided  into  Federal  and  anti-Federal.  And, 
said  Mr.  M.,  1  suppose  this  will  be  a  Federal  road,  because 
it  is  made  by  the  Federal  Governinent.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine  has  alluded  to  the  two  per  cent*  on  sales  of 


lands,  which  was  to  have  been  applied  to  the  construction 
of  this  road.     But  that  was  when  the  lands  were  at  two 
dolhuv  an  acre.     Since  that  time,  they  have  been  re- 
duced  to  $  1  25 ;  and  there  was  another  bill  before  the 
Senate,  which  proposed  to  reduce  that  still  lower.     Be- 
sides, we  are  continually  giving  those  lands  away.    I  re- 
member,  said  Mr.  M.  the  gentleman  who  formerly  intro- 
duced  the  bill  to  fix  the  price  at  the  present  minimum  ; 
he  said  he  would  go  no  farther — that  gentleman  has  since 
been  &  minister  to  a  foreign  court,  and  is  now  unfortunate- 
ly dead.     But  so  we  go  on,  doing  more  and  more  to  make 
the  Government  a  complicated  concern,  and  still  going 
astray  from  iU  original  design.     It  had  been  said  by  gen- 
tlemen who  supported  this  bill,  that  the  constitutional 
question  had  been  settled.   But  he  thought  it  would  never 
be  settled  until  it  was  fixed.    And  When  that  time  came, 
by  common  consent,  there  would  be  no  more  talking 
about  it.     How  long  was  it  before  Congress  granted  the 
money  for  the  Delaware  Canal  ?    'rhe  debate  upon  it  was 
long  and  obstinate — sufliciently  so  to  show  that  the  con- 
stitutional principle  was  not  so  fully  settled  as  some  gen- 
tlemen sApposed.  T  always  thought^his  road  made  by  un- 
constitutional means.     And  1  don't  agree  on  this  head 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  complains  of 
the  operation  of  the  Courts  in  his  Sute.    On  that  point  I 
go  with  him.     He,  like  all  of  us,  disputes  the  powers  of 
Congress,  where  they  go  against^him.    I  never  doubted» 
said  Air.  M.  that  a  good  road  was  a  good  thing.     I  say 
amen  to  that.     I  am  willing  to  give  the  two  per  cent,  to 
the  SUtes,  to  make  their  roads  ;  and  then  I  wish  to  have 
done  with  them.     1  don't  want  that  Congress  sliould  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  such  works  as  this  in  the  several 
States.  Let  them  do  them  themselves.    1  have  often  heard 
of  great  National  works,  and  that  they  were  free  from  toUs 
to  all  the  People  of  the  country.     I  know  it  is  a  very 
pleasant  thing  to  travel  over  a  fine  road  for  nothing.    But 
1  should  like  it  better  had  it  cost  the  Government  nothing  j 
but  been  made  by  the  enterprise  of  the  SUtes.     He  be- 
lieved that,  in  former  times.  People  had  less  change  to 
pay  their  tolls  with  than  they  have  now.    I  don't  believe 
that  we  can  bind  the  countrv  together  by  legislation,  un- 
less we  adhere  to  the  Constitution.    And  the  more  you 
stretch  the  Constitution,  the  more  you  create  heart-burn- 
ings among  the  diflerent  States ;  because  the  People 
never  will  believe  that  they  are  treated  alike  ;  and  they 
can't  be,  in  a  country  so  large  as  this  is.     What  is  to  be 
the  result  of  this  straining  of  the  Constitution  ?    Look  at 
your  uble  ;  neariy  ready  to  break  down  with  applications 
tor  the  extension  of  our  supposed  powera  to  roads,  canals, 
and  every  description  of  works.     Let  Congress  adhere 
to  the  true  meaning  of  that  instrument,  and  they  will  get 
rid  of  these  difficulties.     Here  you  see  a  great  and  rich 
sute  coming  forward,  with  a  petition,  and  stating  that 
they  are  poor  .and  want  assisUnce.     This  is  always  the 
strain.     1  read  all  these  documents,  or,  if  I  leave  out  any, 
they  are  the  petitions  and  memoriars  of  the  manufactu- 
rers.     Sir  said  Mr.  M.  we  are  in  the  fair  way  to  destroy 
this  Government,  and  to  ruin  the  countiy.     Such  will  be 
the  case  when  the  infringements  upon  the  Constitution 
have  gone  a  little  farther.     I  wish  to  adhere  to  its  letter 
and  iU  spirit.     Let  me  say  that  a  vote  against  any  assum- 
ed power  does  nothing.    The  only  case  whicli  I  know, 
that  was  settled  in  the  negative,  was  the  sedition  law.     I 
am  nearly  done  ?  and  I  did  not  mean  to  have  said  a  word 
on  the  subject,  and  I  do  not  believe  I  should,  if  an  allu- 
sion had  not  been  made  to  the  Constitution.    If  you  go 
on  in  your  present  career,  and  destroy  the  Government, 
what  will  your  State  Governments  do  ?  They  will  set  about 
looking  up  another  sedition  law,  and  then  consolidation 
will  follow.    The  Federal  Government  has  established  ga- 
ming shops.  I  mean  the  banks  and  lotteries  ;  and  in  these 
and  other  games,  our  liberties  and  our  Constitution  are 
hkely  to  be  gambled  away. 
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Mr.  TYLER  expressed  the  hope>  on  his  rising,  that 
Ih^  Senate  would  experience  no  alarm  at  the  circum- 
stance  of  his  having  taken  the  floor.     He  did  not  rise 
to  ^o  into  a  constitutional  discussion.    He  rose  only  tu 
tender  to  the  g^entleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smith] 
who  had  just  addressed  the  Senate,  his  thanks  for  the 
remarks  he  had  made,  and  to  correct  him  in  one  parti- 
cular.    He  hegged  leave  to  premisa,  tliat  there  was  no 
member  of  that  body  whom  he  held  in  higher  i«€apeQt ' 
than  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.    If  I  had  been  for 
the  first  time  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject with  a  view  to   arrive  at  satisfactory  conclusions, 
the  gentleman  would  have  convinced  me,  [said  Mr.  T.] 
of  the  inexpediency,  apart  from  the  unconstitutionality. 
Of  exercising  this  power  to  make  roads    and  canals. 
The   gentlenruin,  sir,   has  visited  the  representation  on 
this  floor,  of  many  of  the  States,  and  sustained  by  the 
Honorable  Senator  from  North  Can>lina  [Mr.  Bhancu] 
has  represented  them  as  yielding  to  the  allurements 
presented  in  some  local  scheme.     He    has  portrayed 
them  as  voting  for  the  exercise  of  (his  power,  whenso- 
ever the  S^tate  they  represented  was  interested  in  the 
scheme  proposed.      He  has  paid  his  respects,  among 
others,  to  my  honorable  collea^e,  [Mr.  Tizewsu]  who 
b  not  now  in  his  place,  and  while  he  docs  him  the  jus- 
tioe  to  admit,  that  lie  voted  against  the  appropriation  of 
$150,000  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  represents  him  as 
chuckling  and  rejoicing  at  the  fact  of  its  passage.    [Here 
Mr.  Smith  explained.]    I  should  be  happy,  could  I  be- 
lieve that  I  misapprehended  the  gentleman.     I  am  certain 
that  the  gentlenian  intended  no  disrespect  to  my  colleague. 
Far  from  it     He  felt  it  his  duty  to  express  the  thorough 
conviction,  that  no  local  benefit  or  temporary  expediency 
could  ever  lead  that  gentleman  to  do  other  than  regret* 
wliat,   in  his  conscience,  he.  should  believe  violatory  of 
the  Constitution.     Gentlemen  might  represent,  irt  as  bril- 
liant colors  as  they  might  please — paint  with  the  most 
glowing  pencil,  the  benefits  of  any  schemcv  (and  he  knew 
Uiat  alt  the  treasures  of  rhetoric  had  been  employed  in 
embellishing  this  usurpation  over  roads  and  canals) — and 
yet,  sir,  if  it  was  unconstitutional,  it  was  inexpedient. 
The  preservation  of  the  Constitution  was  the  hcighth  of  ex- 
pediency.    That  instrument  was  the  charter  of  American 
liberty  ;  destroy  it,  and  that  liberty  was  gone  ;  sap  it  by 
gradual  encroachments,  and  its  destruction,  in  the  end,  is 
rendered  as  certain  as  if  it  was  assailed  by  the  bayonet. 

But,  sir,  apart  from  this,  the  gentleman  has  satisfied 
me  of  the  utter  inexpediency  of  exercising  this  power. 
Is  it  true,  that  it  operates  so  powerfully  on  Senators  even, 
selected,  as  they  are  presumed  to  be,  for  their  gp^vity^ 
their  wisdom,  tlieir  attachment  to  the  Constitution,  their 
elevation,  above  the  mere  ephemeral  policjr  of  the  hour, 
their  indiiference  to  the  agitations  of  party  ;  is  it  true*  that 
this  allurement  of  State  interest  causes  them  to  embrace 
it  without  stopping  even  to  glance  at  the  Constitution,  the 
charter  of  Uieir  rights,  and  those  of  the  States  ?  If  it  be 
so,  it  is  time  to  arrest  this  monstrous  evil.  Gentlemen, 
after  this,  in  vain  will  present  to  m^^  acceptance,  arrayed 
as  it  may  be  in  all  the  finery  in  which  their  imaginations 
can  clothe  it,  this  power,  however  fair  they  may  re- 
present  it  1  shall  only  be  able  to  regard  it  as  an.  old 
wrinkled  hag,  corrupted  anil  corrupting.  Sir»  said  Mr.  T. 
all  will  concur  in  the  importance  and  necessity  of  g^iarding 
against  the  accumulation  of  patronage  iu  the  Executive 
hand.  That  patronage  will  never  faU  to  be  exercised  for 
ambitious  and  time-serving  purposes.  I  mean,  shv  to  make 
no  charge  ag-ainst  the  present  Administrators  of  the  Go 
vernment  \  I  seek  to  awaken  in  the  discussion  of  a  grave 
question,  no  party  feeling  ;  I  should  thereby  only  disap- 
point  my  own  oDJect  Will  the  members  of  this  boay 
continue  longer  to  exercise  a  power  which,  according  to 
the  showing  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  may  be 
used  so  directly  as  a  bribe  upon  the  several  Stnles  ?     If 


it  can  operate  here,  surely  it  is  not  presuming  too  much 
to  suppose  that  it  may  exercise  its  infl\ience  elsewhere. 
What  an  electioneering  weapon  do  gentlemen  thus  place 
in  th  •  hands  of  this  government ! 

Virginia  had  been,  over  and  over  again,  reviled,  and 
eflbrts  have  been  unceasingly  made  to  ridicule  her  for 
her  advocacy  of  principles  at  war  with  tlie  latitudinarian 
principles  of  this  day.     And  yet,  Sir,  what  fruit  has  been 
the  result  of  a  dcpartui'e  from  the  cause  she  has  untiringly 
maintained  ?    May  I  not  boldly  challenge  an  investigatioB 
into  this  subject  \     Congress  incorporated  the  Bank  of 
the  Un'ted  States.     It  was  done  from  the  best  (^motives, 
I  admit.     The  war  left  us  with  a  flood  of  paper  money, 
which  there  was  no  inclination,  and  but  little  ability,^  to 
redeem  in   specie.     The  great  object  of  incorporating 
this  bank,  was  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  bring  abbJl 
specie  payments  ;  and  yet,  in  this  tlie  country  was  wh(^iy 
deceived.     It  was  used  as  tlie  instrument  of  speculation 
and  stock-jobbing.     I  have  a  personal  knowledge  upon 
this  subject,  arising  from  the  fact  of  my  having  been  de- 
puted, along  with  others,  on  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  other  House,  to  investigate  its  actual  condition.     The 
report  of  the  committee  will  justify  what  I  say.     It  stood 
on  the  ver^e  of  bankruptcy  \  and  the  government,  no' 
longer  relying  upon  it  to  accomplish  the  object  of  its  in- 
corporation, had  to  coerce  the  payment  of  specie,  by  a  re- 
solution requiring  all  duties  and  taxes  to  be  paid  in  specie. 
It  had  parted  witii  the  great  body  of  its  resources,  and 
injudiciously  deputed  an  agent  to  England  to  procure 
specie,  which  was  no  sooner  procured  than  it  was  again 
wanti  ng.     Its  operation  has  served ,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
to  cripple  the  state  institutions,  without  affording  any  cor- 
responding benefits.  I  cannot,  sir,  part  from  this  subject 
without  paying  to  Mr.  Cheves  the  tribute  which  is  due  to 
him  for  hia  after  management  of  that  institution.     He  has 
thereby  justly  acquired  for  himself  the  character  of  one 
of  the  most  enlightened  financiers.  His  self  denying  policy, 
and  tliorough  understanding  of  banking  prinoiptes»  has 
given,  to  the  bank  the  power  and  influence  it  now  so  un- 
happily  enjoys.     He  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  dwell 
loiiger  on  this  subject  He  would  pass  on  to  that  which  gave 
rise  to  this  debate.     The  gentlemen  from  Maryland  and 
from  North  Carolina  had  eiven  a  picture  of  its  practical 
operation,  which  admitted  of  no  addition.    Thus,  Sir,  the 
door  was  fairly  opened,  and  this  govern ntent  threatened, 
as  on  the  Missouri  question,  to  assume  a  new  attitud«. 
Forgetful  of  its  actual  powers,  it  sougiit  to  usmptbe  pow- 
ers of  the  people  themselves,  in  the  efforts  here  made  to 
fasten  on  the  people  of  Missouri  a  Constitution  whidh  they 
did  not  approve.     Thus  is  it  always- with  power — ever 
accumulating,  and  ever  seeking  fresh  pretexts  for  its  en- 
largement     Mr.  TxtKH  discla>med  all  intentien,  in  any 
tbing  he  s^d,  to  awaken  an  unpleasant  emotion  in  the 
breast  of  any  one  who  heard  hmi.      He  would  not  qucs- 
tion,  that  gentlemen,  with  whom  he  at  that  day  diflered, 
were  actuated  by  as  honest  views  and  convifitioiis  as  ^- 
verne^  himself.     His  motive  in  ad;verting  to  this  topic, 
could  not  be  misconstrued.     H«  did  it  to  show  the  dan. 
gers  of  construction,  the  evils  which  had  sprung  from 
adopting  the  commentaries  of  modern^oliticiAns,  hi  place 
of  the  plain  wording  as  the  instrument  it«telf.      But,  «ir, 
what  can  I  add  to  what  has  &llen  from  the  venerable  gentle 
man  from  N..Csrolina?  [Mr.  Magoit.}  He  has  shown*  most 
satisfactorily,  the  evils  by  which  we  are  now  surrounded. 
Local  interests  are  consulted  t  and«  hence,  your  table  is 
loaded  with  memorials,  speaking  a  language  which  tliriils 
to  the  heart  of  the  patriot,  wlierever  uttcfrcMi.    The  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes^  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  for 
objects  specifically  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  has 
been  tortured  from  those  obiects,  and  devoted  to  the 
purpose  of  advancing  sectional  interests.     Thus,  Sir,  has 
the  Government  succeeded  in  awakejiing  a  apirit  at  war 
with  the  permanency  of  our  institutions.  Thus  is  a  feeling 
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eng^endered,  which  has  the  effect  of  arraying  State  aninat 
SUle,  and  brother  against  brother.  Theae  are  the  bitter 
fruits  of  latitudinous  construction,  to  counterbalance 
which,  no  good,  however  great,  will  ever  be  found  to  be 
sufficient.  No,  Sir,  nothing  oan  atone  for  an  alienation 
of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  People  towards  one  another 
and  towards  this  Government.  I  must  believe, then,that  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  is  mistaken,  in  ascribing  to  my 
colleague  secret  pleasure  in  the  enactment  of  the  law 
making  an  appropriation  to  tlie  Uismal  Swamp  Canal.  Mv 
colleague  could  not  have  esteemed  that  as  a  boon,  which 
assisted  in  sapping'^the  foundations  of  this  Government.  I 
will  answer  positively  for  Virginia,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject^ Her  constituted  authorities  would  have  rejected, 
without  one  moment  of  hesitation,  the  largess,  had  it  been 
oflcred  to  them,  and  they  would  have  been  sustained  in 
s'icti  rejection  by  the  People.  Let  our  mountaina  atill 
*  uplift  their  untamed  peaks  to  the  clouds— let  us  have  to 
uade  through  the  mire  of  our  roads,  and  brave  the  mighty 
floods  of  our  streams,  in  the  best  way  that  we  are  able— 
yet  we  will  not  barter  the  Constitution  of  this  land  for  any 
boon  which  may  be  offered ;  in  violation  thereof,  we  will 
not  be  tempted  to  countenance  a  temporary  expediency, 
for  that  great,  and  prominent,  and  sate  policy  of  preserv- 
ing' the  Government,  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  those 
who  made  it,  and,  thereby,  of  perpetuating  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  our  posterity. 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  having  occupied  your  time 
thus  lonc^.  When  I  rose,  I  bad  no  intention  of  saying  so 
much  ;  but  I  throw  myself  upon  the  importance  of  the 
subject  for  my  apology.  He  could  urge  much  more  upon 
it,  but  he  had  probably  said  too  much  already.  Let  this 
Government  avoid  all  interference  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  States.  Let  it  revolve  in  its  own  orbit,  leaving  the 
Sute  Governments  to  revolve  in  theirs,  and  no  imagina- 
tion, however  vivid,  can  paint  the  glories  which  await  us 
as  a  nation — but,  let  it  go  on,  as  it  has  of  late  gone  on, 
addressing,  itself  to  local  interests  and  feelings,  and  there- 
by engendering  feuds  and  animosities,  and  our  destiny 
may  easily  be  foretold.     ^ 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  impute 
inconsistency  or  want  of  principle  to  the  Senators  from 
Virginia,  in  the  course  they  had  taken  in  relation  to  the 
Dismal  Swamp  X^anal .  He  merely  intended  to  imply  that, 
although  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  would  benefit  their 
sute,  such  was  their  ide^  of  the  Constitution,  that  they 
would  not  advocate  it. 

Mr.  MACON  said,  that  this  system,  thus  far,  had  shewn 
how  much  the  great  men  who  projected  it,  were  mistaken , 
ill  their  ideas  of  making  its  effects  uniform  throughout  the 
country.  Such  a  thing  could  not  be.  Gei^lemen  were 
mistaken  altogether,  if  they  thought  that,  by  making  laws, 
they  could  bmd  the  people  together.  When  any  part  of 
tlie  Goimtiy  believes  that  it  has  not  its  fair  share  of  .this 
power,  it  becomes  discontented.  And  if  ever  the  coun- 
trv  waa  ruined  it  would  be  from  this  cause. 

'Mr.  BENTON  said  that  this  bill  provided  for  the  com- 
pletion of  a  section  of  road  already  begun  ;  as  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  expediency  he  should  suppose  that  the  Congress 
ought  to  finish  what  had  been  commenced.  He  saw  no 
necessity  for  drawing  into  this  discussion  the  question  of 
the  powers  of  Congress  to  make  Internal  Improvements  ; 
because  this  road  had  been  in  progress  for  a  quarter  of  a 
centur}'— -and  because  it  was  nukde  under  a  compact  which 
had  induced  every  successive  Congress  to  approve  it,  and 
make  appropriations  for  its  continuance.  As  to  the  question 
I  whether  Congress  had  this  right,  it  was  easily  settled .  It  is- 
aid  that  two  per  cent,  was  reserved  from  the  sales  of  lands 
for  the  completion  of  this  work,  and  it  was  argued  that  no 
appropriations  ought  to  be  made  beyond  the  amount  aris- 
ing from  that  provision .  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  friends 
of  tlic  road  contend  that  Congress  was  bound  by  a  strong 
moral  obligation  to  complete  the  work.  Such  an  obligation 


rested  on  every  landholder  to  make  roads,  by  which  aocesa 
could  be  had  to  them.  And  the  best  roads  had  generally 
been  made  by  the  oMmers  of  land  either  to  them  or  through 
them.  Now.  said  Mr.  B.  in  the  States  through  which 
this  road  is  to  run,  after  it  crosses  the  boundary  of  Ohio, 
the  United  States  is  the  sole  land-hiAder,  and  is  bound, 
both  by  interest  and  by  equity,  to  make  a  road,  to  render 
these  lands  accessible.  There  were  other  connder%^ons 
which  imposed  this  duty  on  the  General  Government, 
which  would  not  be  operative  on  an  individual  landhold- 
er. The  United  States  is  paying  no  taxes  on  her  lands  ; 
and  is  exempted  altogether  from  the  necessity  of  making 
improvement  upon  them"^  and  besides,  the  advantage  de^ 
rived  from  this  great  work  had  been  much  greater  than 
the  expenditure.  At  the  time  at  which  the  compact  was 
entered  into  by  the  United  States  and  the  Western  States, 
it  was  found  that  donations  of  lands  were  really,  instead 
of  donations,  exorbitant  sales — because  the  increase  of  the 
taxes  was  veiy  great.  The  United  Stated  derive  great 
advantage  from  the  accession  which  the  population  of 
those  States  were  rapidly  gaining,  and  which  was  much 
increased  by  the  roads  which  the  people  of  the  States 
were  continually  making  by  their  own  labor.  These  roads 
and  bridges  were  made  to  improve  the  access  to  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  whole  phin  the  Gen- 
eral Govem^nent  was  largely  the  gainer.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  labor  and  enterprise  of  the  people  of  the 
West  on  their  plantations,  roads,  bridges,  &c.,  are  re- 
dounding to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  :  for,  when- 
ever a  project  is  started  for  a  road  or  a  canal  tlirough 
the  public  lands,  their  value  becomes  immediately  en- 
hance<l  in  a  very  considerable  degree.  I  think,  said  Mr. 
B..  that  sufKcieni  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  United 
States  is  bound  to  make  this  road,  both  on  considerations 
of  justice  and  policy  ;  and  that  tiis  bill  stands  upon  the 
very  best  footing. 

Mr,  COBB  would  trouble  the  Senate  with  but  a  few  re- 
marks. The  gentleman  ftom  Maryhind  has  observed, 
among  other  improvements,  that  something  bad  been  done 
for  the  Savannan  river.  As  I  voted  for  that  appropriation, 
while  it  is  well  known  that  I  am  not  a  friend  to  the  system, 
I  deem  it  proper  to  explain  my  motives.  The  object  of 
that  appropriation  was,  to  remove  obstructions  placed  in 
the  Savannah  river,  during  the  Revolution,  to  defend  the 
City  from  the  enemy.  In  this  case,  then,  there  was  an 
obligation,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  to  make  this 
appropriation  and  I  think  I  can  point  to  a  simular  object 
in  Maryland,  in  which  the  aid  of  tlie  General  Government 
was  obtained.  During  the  late  war  certain  vessels  were 
sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  to  prevent  the  British 
flotilla  from  attacking  the  cityj  and  he  believed  that,  since 
the  peace,  these  vessels  were  raised  at  the  expence  of 
the  Government.  He  did  not  mention  this  to  find  any 
fault  with  it.  It  was  as  it  should  be.  And  why  >  Be- 
cause the  Government  had  assumed  the  right  to  ob- 
struct the  harbor  for  the  common  defence  :  and  was 
bound,  when  they  were  no  longer  necessary,  to  remove 
those  obstructions.  And,  therefore  I  think,  said  Mr.  C. 
tliat  there  is  no  difference  between  cases  oF  Baltimore  and 
Savannah.  Now,  Sir,  said  Mr.C.  to  take  up  the  subject  be- 
fore us,  I  did  thifik,  and  I  do  still  think,  that  there  is  a 
great  distinction  between  this  and  other  objects  of  In- 
tenial  Improvement.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  a  former  occasion,  a  resolution  had  been  introduced 
against  the  objects  of  Internal  Improvemert.  Another 
resolution  was  offered,  and  which  succeeded,  which  gave 
the  power  to  the  United  States  of  making  appropriations 
in  aid  of  projects  commenced  by  the  different  States,  To 
him  the  power  of  appropriation  appeared  mucli  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  other.  He  should  say  nothing  further 
upon  tlie  general  question  j  but  he  could  not  see  one  tit- 
tle of  reason  in  support  of  the  right  of  .in  individual  State 
to  grant  a  power  to  the  Federal  Government  Avhich  was 
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not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution.  And  giving  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  appropriating  money,  was  far  more 
dangerous  than  to  admit  the  original  power  itself  of  the 
General  Government  to  make  Internal  Improvements,  in- 
dependent  of  the  will  or  permission  of  the  States.  In 
this  respect  he  agreed  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  who  had*  a  short  time  since,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate, The  power  to  raise  money  and  appropriate  it  was 
not  less  important  than  it  was  restricted  :  and  every  ex- 
ercise of  it  ought  to  be  strictly  within  the  terms  ot  the  grant 
i  a  the  Constitution.  This  was  a  subject  of  great  jealousy 
when  the  Constitution  was  adopted.  The  most  populous 
States  were  jealous  of  every  power  of  which  they  divest- 
ed themselves  in  granting  them  to  the  Genc»al  Govern- 
ment ;  and  it  was  expressly  declared,  that  every  power 
which  was  not  given  to  the  General  Government,  by  the 
Constitution,  was  retained  by  the  States,  and  could  not 
be  wrested  from  them.  It  is  scarcely  necessary,  [said  Mr. 
Cobb]  that  I  should  go  into  a  further  detail  of  ray  opinions 
upon  the  constitutionality  of  this  question.  They  have 
often  been  declared  before,  and  have  now  been  presented 
to  the  Senate  in  a  manner  merely  incidental,  as  I  proba- 
bly should  not  have  opened  my  lips  had  it  not  been  for 
the  remarks,  which  I  have  already  noticed,  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  sinking  of  the  vessels  at  Savannah,  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  had  been  done  by  the  diriction  of  the 
General  Government,  or  whether  those  obstructions  had 
been  placed  there  by  order  of  the  State  authorities.  He 
recollected,  however,  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  pass- 
ed a  law,  many  years  since,  levying  duties  on  the  tonnage 
entering  the  harbour  of  Savannali,  to  be  applied  in  clear- 
ing  out  the  obstructions  to  the  navijpuiou  of  that  river. 
And  he  also  recollected,  tliat,  when  the  act  of  Congress 
passed,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  repealed  those  duties. 
He  agreed  that,  both  in  the  instance  mentioned  by  the  gen-, 
tleman  from  Georgia,  of  die  hulks  sunk  in  the  harbour  of 
Baltimore,  and  also  in  the  case  of  Savannah,  it  was  per- 
fectly proper  that  the  proposition,  for  the  removal  of  those 
obstructions,  should  be  made  by  Congress.  [Mr.  S.  then 
stated  some  circumstances  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
vessels  sunk  in  the  hai-borof  Baltimore,  which  were  inau- 
dible to  the  Reporter.] 

Mr  BRANCH  then  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  and  expressed  a  desire  that  the  constitutional 
question  sliould  not,  in  any  similar  case,  be  lost  sight  of. 
In  regard  to  the  hulks  in  the  river  Savannah,  he  observed 
that  this  obstruction  took  place  previous  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  :  and  that  their  removal  was 
more  incumbent  on  the  General  Government,  than  the 
completion  of  any  plan  of  internal  improvement  that  came 
within  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  EATON  said  he  did  not  think  there  was  time  to 
argue  u  constitutional  question  at  this  late  hour.  Whether 
Georgia  had  received  too  much  or  too  little  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  he  did  not  pretend  to  say.  He  wished 
to  consider  this  subject  more  thoroughly  than  be  had 
time  to  do  no\V,and  he  therefore  moved  an  adjournment. 

WKDNfSDjLT,  Jakvary  23,  1828. 
PENSIONERS. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  the  Revolutionary  and  other  pension- 
el's  of  the  United  States,  which  itad  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  an  amendment,  having  been 
taken  up — 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  had  been  or- 
dered by  the  Committee  to  move  to  amend  the  biU,  so  as 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $236,000  in  addition  to 
the  unexpended  balance  of  $  564,000.  But,  after  the  bill 
had  been  re[1orted,  some  doubts  were  entertained  by  the 


Committee  whether  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  sum 
appropriated  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  appropriation 
for  this  year.  In  order  to  receive  satisfactory  mformation 
on  the  subject,  a  letter  had  been  directed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  had  hi  reply  transmitted  a  re- 
port of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  tiie  Pension  Office,  by  which 
it  appeared  that  the  sum  spoken  of  as  an  unexpended 
balance,  ^va8  that  sum  which  should  have  been  expended 
in  1828,  and  which  would  be  paid  over  to  thepensioners 
in  1829,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Navy  fund  was  dis- 
posed of.  It  was,  therefore,  conmdered  by  the  Commit- 
tee, that  the  564,000  dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury, 
was  not,  in  reality,  an  unexpended  balance  ;  but  that  it 
would  be  called  for  in  the  course  of  the  year  1829.  He 
thought  the  subject  would  be^  better  illustrated  by  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  'Navy,  than  by  any  other 
means.     [The  Secretary  then  read  the  letter. J 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
Committee  would  have  been  justified  in  reporting  the 
bill  without  an  amendment.  But,  on  further  considera- 
tion, it  appeared  doubtful  whether'a  sum,  not  expended 
out  of  the  appropriation  of  1827,  could  be  applied  on  that 
to  be  expended  in  1828.  The  statement  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Pension  Office  was,  that,  if  all  the  pensions  came  in 
during  the  year,  it  would  require  $  1 ,200,000  to  pay  them. 
The  Committee  thought  it  better  to  bring  the  question 
before  the  Senate  ;  and,  as  the  Department  was  ready  to 
take  the  responsibility  on  themselves,  they  were  willing 
to  let  them  have  it. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  remarks,  in  which  he  ex- 
plained why  he  differed  firom  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  he  had  been  informed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  an  unexpended  ba- 
lance  had  been  increasing  for  the  last  two  yearn,  until'it 
amounted  to  $  564,000,  and  that  it  would  probably  be 
sufficient  for  tlie  expenditure  of  this  year.  He  thought, 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that  the  expen- 
diture should  not  be  larger  th$m  was  necessary. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  matter  was  before 
the  Senate  for  its  decision.  For  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  Oliio,  he  would  ask  the  reading  of  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  [The  letter  was 
then  read  by  the  Secretary.]  • 

Mr.  PAKRIS  said,  that  he  did  not  see  Iv>w  the  balance 
could  have  been  accumukting,  as  had  been  observed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  [Mr.  P.]  understood  that, 
after  two  years,  all  unexpended  balances  were  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund.  He  thought  with  the  Committee,  that 
it  would  not  be  safe  to  depend  on  the  balance  alone  i  and 
he  would  state  the  effect  of  doing  so.  Suppose  certain 
pensioners  should  spply>  who  had  not  claimed  their  pen- 
sion in  1828.  They  cannot  obtain  it  afterwards.  At  any 
rate,  he  would  not  alter  the  measure  so  as  to  cause  the 
least  inconvenience.  Congress  was  only  the  pursers  to 
deal  their  stipend  to  ttiese  men,  and  they  must  have  it. 
The  case  was  a  very  simple  one.  By  adding  the  unex- 
pended balance  of'^last  year,  the  nominal  amount  was 
swelled  ;  but  it  had  nothing  to  do  witli  the  real  appropria- 
tion. It  appeared  that  tlie  unexpended  balance  remained 
ill  the  Treasury  for  the  payment  of  those  distant  pensions, 
which  had  not  yet  been  claimed,  and  which  were  scatter- 
ed through  distant  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  McLANE  said,  that  he  thought,  with  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down,,that  the  form  of  this  bill  was 
not  material,  ^as  regarded  its  operation  on  the  Treasun*. 
The  only  object  that  could  be  had,  in  this  matter,  was, 
to  pay  promptly  the  old  pensioners  who  would  apply, 
and  for  whom. the  appropriation  was  made.  They  ought 
not  to  be  put  to  inconvenience.  Before  another  year, 
the^-  might  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  necessities  which 
their  pensions  would  supply.  If  they  4o  not  apply,  it  is 
still  in  the  Treasury ;  and  the  policy  h&d  alw»\-B  been  ob- 
served of  allowing  it  to  i*emain  there,  for  their  use,  when 
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their  appDcationa  should  be  made.  But  it  a|>peftred  that 
the  appropriation,  if  this  amendment  pass,  will  be  totally 
inadeouate.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  is  in  error.  Tliis 
564^000  dollars  was  not  an  accumukting  balance,  because 
the  balance  of  the  former  year  wenf  to  the  surplus  fund. 

[Mr.  HARRISON  explained,  that  be  had  not  used  the 
word  accumulating,  but  had  stated  that  the  amount  of  the 
balance  had  increased,  being  larger  than  it  was  at  the  end 
of  any  former  year.] 

Mr.  McLANE  resumed.  He  did  not  intend  to  misre- 
present ihe  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  believed  the 
amount  totally  inadequate.  The  Clerk  of  the  Pension 
Office  estimated  tliat  1,200,000  dollars  would  be  required 
to  pay  all  the  pensioners  that  might  apply  this  year.  It 
was  not  probable  that  all  would  apply— but  they  ought  to 
be  provided  for.  The  surplus  now  remaining  arose  from 
many  penaoners  having  failed  to  apply  for  their  pensions. 
On  a  former  occasion,  in  consequence  of  making  the  fund 
remaining  from  a  previous  year  a  part  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  invalid  pensioners,  it  fell  short  upwards  of 
100,000  dollars,  whicn  Congress  had  afterwards  to  make' 
up.  He  was,  therefore,  averse  to  diminishing  this  appro- 
priation. It  was  worth  while  to  know  bow  these  unez 
pended  balances  were  created.  The  pensions  mig^ht  re 
main  uncalled  for  from  various  reasons.  The  pensioners 
might  be  sick  at  home,  or  it  might  be  difficult  to  send  for 
it.  The  moment  they  were  able,  they  would  empower 
some  agent  to  receive  it ;  and  Cof»^ress  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided against  such  application.  Ifthe  appropriation  was 
not  made,  the  Committee  would  have  done  their  duty, 
and  the  responsibility  would  rest  upon  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HARRISON  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the 
letter  read  by  the  Secretary.  Rather  than  that  one  of 
these  veterans  should  suffer  in  any  way,  he  should  vote 
for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  wAnt 
of  information  on  this  subject.  The  Clerk  of  the  Pension 
Office  reported  that  a  larger  sum  than  had  beep  proposed 
was  wanted.  It  was,  he  thought,  better,  therefore,  to 
get  further  information  from  the  head  of  the  Department ; 
and  he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table ;  but  with- 
drew  his  motion  ^X  the  request  of 

Mr.  BRANCH,  who  made  a  few  remarks. 

Blr.  COBB  said,  he  believed  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  was  about  to  give  more  thap  the  De- 
Sartment  asked  for.  The  Secretary  said,  that  but  800,000 
oUars  was  wanted,  and  it  seemed  that  there  was  now  an 
unexpended  balance-  Why  should  Congrete  give  more 
than  was  needed  ?  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  nlCng  the 
blank  with  800,000  dollars,  and  that  appeared  by  the 
documents  to  be  enough. 

Hr.  BRANCH  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  800,000 
dollars. 

Mr.  PARRIS  hoped  the  question  would  be  divided. 
He  did  not  wish  to  touch  the  unexpended  balance,  but 
allow  it  to  ^,  when  the  period  arrived,  to  the  surplus 
fund.  He  did  not  wish  Congress  to  touch  what  they  had 
no  right  to. 

Mr.  McLANE  rose  to  make  one  remark.  He  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Maine  [.Mr.  CHAKSLxa]  to  say, 
that  the  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Committee  had  been 
received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Penuon  Office^  and  not 
fW)m  the  Head  of  the  Department,  who  was  applied  to. 
Mr.  McL.  would  state  to  the  gentleman,  that  these  estl 
mates  were  not  made  out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasu- 
ry,  but  by  the  Heads,  of  the  several  Bureaus,  by  whom 
they  are  transmitted  to  the  Secretary.  He  made  this  ex- 
planation, merely' to  show  that  the  information  had  been 
received  through  the  proper  channel,  and  that  no  censure 
could  be  cast  on  the  Head  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  did  not  suppose  that  any  neglect  was 
complained  of.     He  only  went  on  the  ground  that,  if  in- 
formation was  wanted,  they  had  better  apply  for  it  to  the 
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Head  of  the  Department    He  did  not  intend  to  impute 
censure  to  any  one. 

Mr.  KING  thought  there  was  same  error  in  this  matter « 
and  if  it  was  referred  to  the  proper  Department,  that  error 
would  be  corrected.  He  supposed  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  no  more  to  do  with  the  estimate  than 
any  other  officer.  He,  as  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
transmitted  the  estimates  made  out  by  the  Clerks  of  the 
different  bureaux.  Mr.  K .  thought  the  application  oufiiit 
to  have  been  made  to  the  "War  Department,  under  which 
the  Pension  Office  was  placed.  It  appeared  to  him  that, 
until  the  Secretary  of  War  had  an  opportunity  of  revising 
the  appropriation,  it  would  be  improper  to  act  upon  it. 
At  the  same  time,  he  could  not  but  express  his  c^inion 
that  the  appropriation  was  not  by  any  means  inadequate. 
Under  these  views  of  the  subject,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed  to.* 

'  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  unfinisfied  bunness  of  yesterday  having  been  re- 
sumed, tne  bill  to  complete  the  Cumberland  Road  from 
Bridgeport  to  Zanesville,  in  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the 
survey  of  the  same  from  Zanesville  to  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  Missouri,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  EATON  had  very  few  remarks  to  make.  He  con- 
sidered that  many  gentlemen  had  argued  erroneously 
upon  this  subject,  because  they  had  predicated  their  re* 
marks  on  wrong  facts  and  data.  In  addressing  the  Se- 
nate, he  should  depend  on  facU  alone.  Whatever  the 
opinions  of  gentlemen  might  be  on  the  abstract  question 
of  tiie  constitutional  power  of  Congresi,  this  was  not  a 
case  in  which  that  question  could  be  legitimately  agitated. 
The  bill  now  before  the  Senate  proposed  nothing  more 
than  the  fiilfilment  of  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  entered  into  many  years  since,  the  early  stajres  of 
which  had  gone  on  uninterruptedly.  The  mists  of  con- 
stitutional scroples  hflCd  been  newly  raised,  and  thrown 
around  this  obiect  at  a  time  when  they  could  be  least  ex- 
pected. He  should  say  nothing  on  this  head,  because, 
in  his  opinion,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  original  com- 
pact by  which  the  United  States  agreed  to  complete  this 
work.  He  intended  to  show  what  that  original  compact 
was,  and  that  it  was  a  mistake,  in  which  some  of  the  friends 
of  the  measure  partook,  that  the  two  per  cent  fiind,  so 
of^en  mentioned,  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  agreement 
between  the  contracting  parties.  As  far  back  as  1802, 
the  plan  was  commenced,  under  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  than  whom  no  man  was  more  scrupulously 
regardful  of  the  exact  letter  and  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion :  for,  said  Mr.  £.  although  I  would  not  bow  down  in 
humble  admiration  of  any  man  whose  talents  and  virtues 
do  not  entitle  him  to  the  hi^h  character  of  a  patriot  and 
statesman,  yet  it  4s  no  humdiation  to  look  up  with  reve- 
rence to  the  name  of  Jefferson.  In  the  year  1803,  Ohio 
was  admitted  into  the  Union ;  and  in  the  act  which  sanc- 
tioned her  admission,  it  was  provided,  that  «  one-twen- 
tieth part  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  in  said 
State,  sold  by  Congress,  after  deducting  all  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  sale,  shall  be  applied  to  the  laying  out  And 
makinf^  public  roads,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters 
emptvmg  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,  to  the  said  State, 
and  through  the  same ;  such  roads  to  be  laid  out  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  consent  of  the  several 
States  through  which  the  roads  shall  pass." 

l*hus  it  wul  be  seen,  that  the  law  agreed  that  Cooness 
should  make  roads  to  and  through  the  State,  u  the 
words  were  not  clear,  the  question  mi^ht  be  made  to  rest 
OB  the  subsequent  acts  of  Congress,  m  which  the  same 
provisions  were  made  in  favor  of  Indiana,  Missouri,  and 
Illinois.  '  But  there  they  stood  in  the  law,  utteify  unques- 
tionable as  to  their  purport  and  bearing.  Of  what  benefit 
to  Ohio,  he  would  ask,  was  the  completion  of  the  Cum- 
berland Road  through  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  to  thie 
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bordera  of  the  Ohio  ?  That  did  iiot  fulfil  th«  stipulation 
that  it  should  pass  throug^h  Ohio,  which  had  been  agreed 
upon.  And  what  did  she  stipulate — what  did  she  give 
as  an  equivalent  }  She  stipulated  that  she  would  not,  in 
consideration  of  this  promised  extension  of  roads  to  and 
through  her  territory,  exercise  her  sovereign  power  to  taf 
the  domain  of  the  United  States  lying  withm  her  borders. 

And  now  (said^r.  E.)  let  us  look  at  the  extent  of  the 
public  domain  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  that  time  ;  and  I 
think  it  will  appesr  that  the  fund  to  be  applied  by  Con* 
gress  to  public  works  far  exceeds  Jthe  expenditure.  He 
would  state  a  few  facts  in  support  of  this  position.  From 
the  year  1802  to  1815,  six  millions  of  acres  had  been  sur- 
veyed, and,  supposing  that  half  that  amount  has  been 
surveyed  since,  and  the  whole  to  have  been  sold  at  the 
Government  price,  here  is  a  fund  of  nearly  twenty  mil- 
fions  of  dollars.  Here,  then,  is  a  contract  m  which  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  do  one  thing,  and  the  State 
to  do  another.  The  State  performs  its  portion  of  the 
agreement,  and  the  United  States  is  bound  to  apply  five 
per  centum  on  these  sales.  This  fund  would  amount,  on 
sales  of  twenty  millions,  to  one  million.  Therefore,  the 
statement  that  the  fund  had  been  overdrawn  a]rea4y,  was 
certainly  not  correct.  Subsequently  to  the  act  of  1802, 
the  direct  action  of  the  Senate  had  been  had  in  fkvor  of 
extending  the  Cumberland  Road  still  farther  west.  We 
find  nothmg  more  upon  the  subject  until  3  806,  when 
Congress  again  took  up  the  subject.  They  did  not  tlien 
subscribe  to  the  principle  that  Congress  was  authorized 
to  make  a  road  without  the  consent  of  the  States.  But 
it  was  admitted  tbat,  if  that  consent  was  obtained,  it  was 
a  constitutional  exercise  of  power  for  Congress  to  author- 
ize and  complete  the  work.  And  this  principle  was 
sanctioned  by  Mr.  Jefierson,  in  consenting  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  IMr.  Eatov  here  read  a  passage  fh)m  a  re- 
port made  at  that  period.]  The  President  was  there  au- 
thorized to  ascertain  whether  Uie  States  in  question  were 
wilKng  to  acquiesce  in  this  exercise  of  power.  That  hav- 
ing been  ascertuned.  Congress  went  on  to  nuke  appro- 
priations for  the  work.  Therefore,  Mr.  E.  consiaered 
that  no  vidation  of  the  ConstituUon  has  ever  taken  place 
in  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Cumberland  Road.  If  Congress  had  a  right  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union,  and  also  the  ri^ht  to  subject  those 
new  States  to  any  conditions  not  hostile  to  their  Republi- 
can character,  then  this  compact  was  a  valid  one,  and  the 
faith  of  the  Government  was  solemnly  pledged  to  ad- 
vance in  the  plan  whicb.they  had  commenced. 

When  Virginia  ceded  her  western  territory  to  the 
United  States,  she  ceded  the  right  of  sovereignty  and 
proprietorship.  Afterwards,  when  Ohio  knocked  at  the 
door.  Congress  was  in  possesmon  of  the  power  to  make 
'  any  stipulations  and  conditions  that  they  might  think  ne- 
cessary. They  then  said  to  Ohio,  ••Forbear  to  tax  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  and  we  assure  you  that  a^substantial  road  shall  be 
made,  joining  the  waters  of  the  West  with  the  ocean." 

Is  there  any  j^ntieman  present,  [said  Mr.  E.]  who  will 
Qotgnmt  that  it  was  a  great  consideration  to  unite  the 
two  extreme^  portions  df  this  country  by  a  substantial 
means  of  fHendly  and  commercial  intercourse  ?  The 
Western  States  were  then  important,  and  are  fast  becom- 
ing rastiv  powerful  and  wealthy,  and  cUuming  their  full 
sluire  or  attention  from  the  General  Government ;  and 
w»i  it  not  a  strong  measure  of  expediency  to  seek  out 
and  cany  into  eiiect  a  pbin  fbr  drawing  their  interests 
clofely.to  the  Atlantic  SUtes  ? 

The  gentleman  firoro  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Macok,!  has 
sMd,  that  it  is  vain  to  legislate  on  the  affections  of  the 
People,  and  that  a  stronger  influence  must  be  exerted  to 
draw  them  together.  But,  [said  Mr.  B.]  to  my  mind, 
there  can  be  no  stronger  bond  of  union  tlian  that  which 
arises  out  of  a  community  of  interests.  This  Is  produced 
by  a  free  exebange  of  products,  and  a  continual  course  of 
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business  transactions  carried  on  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  different  sections  ;  and  such  measures,  Mr.  £.  be- 
lieved, must  be  adopted,  to  make  the  citizens  of  this  ex- 
tended continent  one  People.  A  perseverance  in  such  a 
policy  would  soon  do  away  all  fears  of  dis<;ord  and  disunion. 

There  was  another  point  of  view  in  which  evecy  friend 
of  his  country  would  look  upon  this  work.  We  are  now 
no  more  secure  against  the  occurrence  of  a  war  than  at 
any  former  period  of  our  political  existence.  Should  it 
come  again,  the  safety  of  the  country  must,  in  a  degree, 
depend  upon  the  West  He  did  not  say  this,  because  he 
thought  the  Western  People  were  better  soldiers  or  more 
patriotic  than  those  of  the  East.  But  we  of  the  West 
have  no  frontier  that  is  assailable  to  a  foreign  enemy  $  and 
while  the  soldiers  of  the  Atlantic  States  will  be  called 
from  point  to  point  to  defend  the  coast  from  the  attack  of 
an  enemy^s  fleets,  the  soldiers  of  the  West  wiU  form  a 
strong  reserve  to  aid  in  all  emei^gencies  :  for  they  are  al- 
ways ready.  I  do  not  say  this,  proceeded  Mr.  E.  with 
the  positive  prediction  tbat  they  will  be  wanted— but 
they  ma3r  be — and  your  reliance  on*  them  may  be  most 
confidential.  Then,  1  ask,  will  it  not  be  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  have  the  means  of  rapid  and  easy  communication 
between  the  West  and  the  East  ?  Will  it  not  be  essen- 
tial to  have  the  means  of  bringing  together  the  whole 
physical  energies  of  ti^e  country  T  and  should  we  not,  then» 
justiy  blame  any  previous  neglect  that  should  have  thrown 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  such  an  important  concentra- 
tion ? 

Let  us  suppose,  for  instance,  that  New-Orleans  were 
again  threatened ;  would  she  not  look  again  to  the  sol- 
diers of  the  West  for  defence  ?  Yes,  sir,  and  she  would 
not  look  in  rain.  Once  the  Western  riflemen  have  already 
beaten  back  her  assailants  ;  and  they  are  ready  to  do  it 

;ain.    The  drafts  must  be  exorbitant  indeed,  tbat  shall 

isorb  the  courage  and  intrepidity  of  our  ferest  solctiers. 

Wise  statesmen  will  look  foward  to  change^; and  emet« 
g^ncies.  We  may  think  that  we  can  take  care  of  our- 
selves \  but  the  time  ma^  come  when  we  sliall  need  assis- 
tance. Agunst  such  a  juncture  it  is  our  duty  to  provide. 
In  peace  to  prepare  for  war,  is  an  American  miudm,  which 
experience  has  shewn  us  cannot  be  to  often  repeated  or 
too  closely  followed. 

But  said  Mr.  £.,  this  road  is  important  in  a  fiBcal  point 
of  view.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  conveyance  of 
the  mail  had  been  correctly  stated  bv  the  genUemanfrom 
Ohio,  [^Ir.  RusGUs.  ]  It  was  also  of  great  importance  aa 
to  individual  expense,  and  the  facility  it  gave  to  our  in- 
ternal commerce.  He  recollected  the  time  when  goods 
carried  from  Philadelphia  to  Ohio  coast  ten  dollars  per 
hundred  weight.  It  was  now  reduced  to  reasonable  cnar- 
ges.  Cannot  gentlemen  see  that  thisfiict  is  of  gre&t  im- 
portance in  a  commercial  relation  ?  as,  in  proportion  to 
the  facility  of  carriage,  the  amount  of  transportation  would 
increase.  Commerce,  exterior  and  internal,  was  extend- 
ed by  such  means. 

This  work,  then,  is  a  great  national  object.  You  made 
a  contract  with  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  you  are  bound 
to  fulfil^  and  which,  jJso,  if  my  ai^guments  have- not  fail- 
ed, you  are  deeply  interested  in  cany  ing  into  effect.  The 
ad\'antages  which  she  would  have  derived  from  the  receipt 
of  the  taxes  on  the  public  domain,  would  have  been  far 
greater  than  those  she  will  reap  from  the  road  :  for  she 
could  liavc  employed  it  better  than  it  has  been  employ- 
ed. The  road  now  wants  repair.  That  it  must  be  made 
no  one  dqubts ;  yet  it  has  often  been  proposed  in  >-ain. 
Indeed,  in  every  instance  where  tiiis  road  has  been  dis- 
cussed we  of  the  West  have  fought  for  it  inch  by  inch.  In 
other  States  3  per  cent  has  been  devoted  to  roads  ami 
Canals,  and  3  per  cent,  has  been  taken  by  the  States. 
Bat  in  Ohio  the  whole  amount  has  been  paid  to  the  Go- 
vernment, so  that  she  is  under  no  obligation  to  Uio  Uni- 
ted States— which  constitutes  for  her  a  very  strong  claim 
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to  share  iii  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  road, 
and  strengthens  the  equitable  title  which  she  derives  from 
the  compact  entered  mto  when  she  became  a  sovereign 
and  independent  State. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  he  had  yesterday  asked 
how  much  had  l>een  received,  and  how  much  expended 
from  the  ftind  to  be  applied  from  the  sales  of  public  lands 
on  the  Cumberlaind  rauL  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
supposed  that  nine  millions  of  acres  had  been  sold, 
which  would  prodoce  one  milFion  of  dollars  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  maldng  of  the  road..  Well,  sir,  we  have 
already  expended  upwards  of  l,80Cf,000  dollars.  And  I 
ask,  said  Blr.  C,  whether  we  have  not  done  our  share  of 
the  contract  ?  and  whether  we  are  to  go  on  afrer  the  5 
per  cent,  fund  is  expended?  if  so  he  should  vote  a^nst  the 
bill.  If  he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  yester- 
day, it  was  true  that  some  expenditure  had  been  made 
beyond  the  amount  of  proceeds  from  the  sales  of  Public 
Lands  ;  but  that  there  ought  to  be  a  little  surplus  left  to 
repair  the  road.  For  his  part  Mr.  C.  did  not  see  how 
Congress  was  bound  to  maxe  the  repairs  to  the  road.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  go  no  farther  ;  and  he  therefore 
moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $180,000,  and  in- 
sert 1 80,000.  Tliis  he  believed  would  be  enough  to 
complete  the  road  as  far  it  yet  had  gone — and  if  it  were 
not  stopped  here  when  it  had  been  carried  through  Ohio, 
there  were  other  Western  States  who  would  also  look  to 
having  it  carried  tiirough  their  territory.  If  this  was  to 
be  t]ie  case,  he  was  willing  that  Congress  should  make  it 
as  well  as  it  c6uld  be  made  with  the  five  per  cent — and 
no  better 

^Ir.  EATON  observed,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  would  look  at  the  report  upon  the  subject,  he 
\i'nuld  find  that  contracts  bad  been  made  for  the  comple* 
tion  of  the  Road  to  Zanesville,  .  about  30  miles  from 
Bridgewaler ;  and  if  he  suceeded  in  striking  off  one 
hun<&ed  thousand  dollars  from  the  appropriation,  only 
sufficient  would  be  given  to  finish  13  miles  ;  and  all  that 
had  been  done  on  the  remaining  portion  would  have  been 
entirely  thrown  away. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  that  when  he  addressed  the 
Senate  yesterday, he  had  been  anxious  to  avoid  discus^on, 
or  entering  into  a  consideration  of  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  Congress.  He  ^ould  chiefly  confine  himself,  at 
this  time,  to  replying  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  in  relation  to  the  3  |)er.  cent  fund.  It  mu3t 
be  krtown  to  every  gentleman  in  the  Senate,  that  the 
constitutional  power  has  been  settled  by  every  Congress 
for  ujjwards  of  twenty  years.  He  did  not,  therefore,  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  touch  that  portion  of  the  iu'gument. 

He'  had  said  yesterdajr,  that  Congress  had  agreed  to 
make  the  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Zanesville  ;  ami,  in 
pursuance  of  that  agreement,  that  the  contractors  had 
gone  on  in  the  progressive  stages  of  the  work,  so  that, 
at  this  time,  21  miles  of  the  road  were  in  an  unfinished 
condition.  If  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  fiM>m  Maine 
had  prevailed^  it  would  have  destroyed  the  project  for 
this  year  at  least— because  80,000  dollars  would  nave  done 
comparatively  no  good. 

The  discussion  of  this  subject  yesterday  took  a  wide 
Tang^j  embracinp^  the  Constitutionality  of  the  measure. 
He  had  no  disposition  to  foUow  the  example,  or  now  to  an- 
swer the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  bill ; 
but  should  can  on  them  to  sustain  their  positions  in  a  fu- 
ture debate.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  did  not,  how- 
ever, |>articipate  in  these  objections.^  He  seemed  desi- 
rous of  obtaining  infornuttion  in  relation  to  what  he  call- 
ed the  '*  two  per  cent  fund."  This  information,  said  Mr. 
H.  I  will  endeavour  to  give  him.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  did  not  notice  the  fact  of  a  law  subsequent  to 
the  compacts  witli  some  of  the  Western  States,  which  di- 
vided the  five  per  cent,   and  applied  three  per.  cent,  to 


the  construction  of  roads-  within  the  State,  and  two  per 
cent,  to  the  making  of  a  main  road  by  the  United  States, 
through  the  State.  Whether  the  ^um  arising  frt>m  the 
two  per  cent,  would,  in  the  end,  defray  the  expense  of 
the  road  or  not,  he  could  not  say.'  llius  far,  probably  it 
had  not.  But  the  country  through  which  Uie  road  had 
already  passed  wasthc  most  difficult  section  of  the  whole. 
Farther  West  the  soil  was  better  adapted  to  the  work, 
and  it  could  be  done  cheaper.  The  g^nd  question  is, 
whether  this  was  a  great  national  work,  in  which  the 
whole  Union  was  interested.  If  this  was  the  case  then  it 
ought  to  be  progressed  in.  And  the  compacts  had,  as 
far  as  compacts  could  do  it,  established  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  make  roads  through  the  States. 

I  hope,  said  Mr.  H.  to  be  allowed  to  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  favored  the  Senate  yester- 
day with  his  ideas  relative  to  internal  improvements,  the 
tariff,  &c.  I  would  ask  him  what  he  would  do  with  the 
powers  of  the  Constitution^for  it  is  scarcely  to  be  sup- 
posed that  they  were  given  for  no  purpose — and  if  Con- 
gress has  not  the  power  to  make  a  road  or  a  canal,  it  has 
no  right  to  exercue  those  constitutional  powers  at  all. 
But  this  was  going  farther  into  the  constitutional  question 
than  he  had  intended.  To  revert  again  to  the  two  per 
cent,  there  was  no  doubt  that  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Mis- 
souri, it  would  exceed  the  expenditure  upon  tlie  road.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  would  be  applied  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  States  in  which  it  was  collected.  For 
instance,  the  fund  raised  in  Maine  would  not  be  applied  to 
a  road  leading  to  the  West.  -  And  here  he  would  make 
another  explanation.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Cobb]  had  also  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  estimates  made  before  the  work  commenced 
had  tallied  with  the  expenditure.  The  estimates  made 
by  Mr.  Shriver  were  remarkably  correct.  Hot  in  some 
instances,  the  difficulties  of  the  rot|te,  the  hilly  nature  of 
the  country,  and  other  obstacles,  had  caused  the  expen- 
diture to  exceed  the  estimates.  He  made  this  declara- 
tion frankly,  because  he  did  not  wish  that  a  measure 
based  on  just  principles,  should  reap  advantage  by  con- 
cealment. The  tract  of  country  through  which  the  road 
was  now  progressing,  was  the  worst  throiigh  {which  it 
would  pass.  It  was  a  broken,  hilly  country,'  resembling 
the  mountainous  districts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 
But  the  plains  of  the  States  beyond  the  Ohio,  to  Mississip- 
pi, were  far  less  difficult,  and  would  call  for  small  ap- 
propriations. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says,  also,  that  the  road 
wants  repairs,  and  asks  why  its  advocates  do  not  propose 
a  measure  for  the  erection  of  toll  gates  upon  it.  But,  sir, 
are  we  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  road  ?  Have 
we  not  endeavoured,  for  years,  but  in  vain,  to  fix  upon  it 
toll  c^tes,  to  provide,  in  this  way,  for  its  regular  and  per- 
manent repair  ?  And  has  not  the  opposition  to  tijis  mea- 
sure universally  come  from  those  very  same  gentlemen 
who  oppose  the  appropriations  to  carry  on  the  work  ? 
There  is,  said  Mr.  H.  a  bill  now  before  Congress,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  tollgates« 
and  we  shall  see,  when  it  is  taken  up,  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  will  go  with  us  in  its  favor. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  remarked,  that  the  Cumberland 
road,  was  a  stupendous  work,  which  could  never  have 
been  completed  by  the  efforts  of  the  several  States.  It 
peculiarly  required  the  direction  of  the  General  Govern* 
ment,  for  it  could  no  more  be  expected  of  the  States,  that 
they  should  construct  roads  for  tne  national  wel&re,  than 
that  they  should  build  ships  of  war  or  brect  fortifications. 
Pennsylvania  never  would  have  been  induced  to  make 
this  road.  She  would  rather  have  turned  her  attention 
and  resources  to  local  improvements ;  and  so  it  would 
have  been  with  every  other  State.  In  every  point  of 
view,  the  road  was  of  great  importance.'  It  had  already 
saved  the  country  near  half  a  million,  and  hud,  by  the  en* 
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couraffement  given  by  it  to  agriculture,  increased  the 
wealth  of  the  countrjr  to  an  amount  far  greater  than  the 
sums  that  had  been  expended  in  its  construction. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  he  believed  it  had  been  admitted 
yesterday  that  the  expenditures  had  overgone  the  esti- 
mates, and  that  sufficient  had  not  been  g^nted.  I  asked, 
said  Mr.  C,  why  gentlemen  did  not  go  the  whole,  and,  if 
they  could  make  the  road,  why  they  did  not  also  erect 
toll  gates  }  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  replies  to  me» 
and  says  that  a  bill  for  that  purpose  is  now  before  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals.  He  also  calls  on  me  to 
say  whether  I  will  support  the  bill> 

Why,  said  Mr.  C,  I  told  the  gentleman  yesterday  that 
I  would  not  I  said,  then,  that  1  was  entirely  opposed  to 
the  system  on  constitutional  scruples ;  and  I  now  Inform 
the  gentleman  that  he  will  find  in  me  a  steady  opponent, 
whether  to  measures  for  the  construction  of  the  road,  or 
measures  for  its  repair. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  was  unfortunately  op> 
posed  to  appropriations  for  this  road,  and  not  only  this, 
but  to  appropriations  by  Congress  for  all  roads,  not  ex- 
cepting military  roads,  the  constitutionality  of  which  he 
doubted.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  says  that  we  have 
repeatedly  settled  the  question  ;  and  that  it  need  no 
longer  be  agitated.  But  I  think  not.  It  is  true  that  Con- 
gress has  appropriated  lor  these  objects  from  year  to  year, 
under  one  pretext  or  another  ;  but  I  never  supposed  it 
was  dengned  that  we  should  continue,  from  year's  end  to 
year's  end,  to  give  large  sums  for  these  objects.  180,000 
dollars  was  given  towards  this  road ;  and  30,000  dollars 
fbr  surveys.  1  know  that  the  road  is  very  convenient  for 
people  coming  from  the  West,  and  do  not  doubt  its  great 
advantages  to  the  States  through  which  it  runs.  But  m^ 
principle  is,  let  every  State  make  its  own  roads  \  and,  if 
they  reap  advantages,  let  it  be  from  their  oym  industry 
and  perseverance.  This  would  be  far  more  consistent 
and  creditable  than  to  ask,  from  session  to  session,  appro- 
priations of  money  from  Congress. 

It  is  a  little  curious,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  observe  the  grounds 
upon  which  these  repeated  demands  are  supported.  The 
friends  of  the  road  tell  us,  with  very  grave  asoect,  that 
we  have  made  the  road  so  far,  and  now  it  would  be  un- 
just not  to  inake  it  a  little  farther.  They  argue  as  if  our 
having  gone  thus  far  entailed  upon  us  the  obligation  of 
still  proceeding  ad  infimium.  1*heir  reasoning  seems  to 
be,  tnat,  having  put  *<  our  hands  to  the  plough,"  we  must, 
on  no  consideration,  look  back,  but  that  the  whole  West- 
em  country  must  be  intersected  by  this  road  at  the  ex* 
pense  of  tlie  whole  countrj%  It  is  true  that  two  per  cent 
was  granted  towai'ds  making  a  road  of  this  description  : 
but  1  ask  if  there  is  any  thing  in  the  compact  with  these 
States  which  stipulates  that  the  road  shall  be  80  feet  wide, 
or  that  it  shall  cost  14,000  dollars  per  mile  } 

The  gentleman  (torn  Tennessee  said,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  that,  in  a  hody  like  the  Senate,  he  should 
depend  upon  facts.  That  is  just  what  I  have  always  en- 
deavored to  do.  Well,  sir,  it  is  said  that  the  two  per  cent, 
will  pay  for  the  completion  of  the  road.  I  ask,  will  it  be 
posable  that  it  can  defmy  the  expense  to  which  the  Go- 
vernment has  alreadv  gone  ?  Will  it  pay  14^000  dollars 
per  mile,  and  636  dollars  per  mile  as  salary  to  the  super- 
intendent f  I  believe  not.  I  beKeve  tliatfat  the  time 
the  road  was  first  projected,  had  it  been  proposed  to  pay 
636  dollars  per  mile  to  the  superintendent,  it  would  have 
prevented  its  construction.  I  know  not  what  the  super- 
intendent does,  or  what  he  has  done,  but  I  know  that  the 
pay  appears  to  me  enormous.  Of  all  public  objects,  per- 
naps  none  are  more  efficient  in  promoting  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  than  such  a  woric  as  this.  And  that 
seems  to  Be  its  principal  recommendation. 

It  is  said,  in  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Cas- 
par W.  Wefer,  that  it  is  a  very  bad  policy  to  build  roads 


and  let  them  go  to  decay.  And  he  goes  on  to  state  tliat 
that  great  monument  of  the  munificence  of  the  Govern- 
ment— the  Cumberland  Road — ^had  nearly  gone  to  decay. 
The  appropriation  of  money,  he  savs,  has  been  made,  but 
little  gcKxl  has  been  effected  in  making  repairs.  1  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  money  appropriated  has  ever 
been  applied  effectually.  I  should  think  not  i  for  every 
year  we  have  applications  for  the  repair  or  the  improve- 
ment of  this  road. 

Such  are  the  declarations  of  your  engineer.  He  telh 
you  that  your  great  and  splendid  road  is  in  ruins.  Look 
at  the  papers  on  )rour  table,  and  any  one  will  eatily  be 
convinced  that  a  ^uick  decay  has  come  upon  this  road  be- 
fore the  plans  of  its  advocates  are  half  completed.  Dif- 
ferent methods  have  been  recommended  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair. It  has  been  recommended  to  build  it  with  stone, 
and  cover  it  wi^h  gravel ;  but  all  will  not  do.  It  is  swept 
away  by  the  torrent.  And  it  is  now  proposed  to  cover  it 
witli  iron.  Gentlemen  smile  ;  but  it  is  so.  [Mr.  Ruo- 
6 LIS  said  not  iron  but  metal. "l  Well,  sir,  1  will  look  at  the 
report.  It  is  there  recommended  that  the  road  be  grad- 
ed at  an  an^le  of  five  degrees,  and  covered  with  mMl  of 
a  good  auahty.  It  is  true,  it  is  not  explained  what  Vind 
of  metal  this  is  to  be.  But,  if  I  understand  the  English 
language,  it  may  be  gold  or  nhert  as  it  is  pretty  clear  it 
cannot  allude  to  lead. 

[Some  one  here  remarked,  that,  by  the  word  ••  metal,** 
was  meant  *•  limestone."] 

Mr.  SMITH.  This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  that 
limestone  was  a  metal.  However,  it  may  be  so  in  tlie. 
Western  country.  The  new  projects  or  the  engineers 
were  continually  occupying  the  attention  of  Congress. 
These  engineers  are  also  taung  a  large  proportion  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States  (whether  metal  or  not.)  Up- 
wards of  sixty  of  these  gentlemen  are  now  in  employ- 
ment. And  any  Senator  who  will  look  at  the  documenta 
tfn  his  table,  will  be  convinced  that  it  is  money  thrown 
away.  And  we  still  go  on,  laying  stone  upon  stone,  and 
heaping  metal  upon  metal,  as  I  sincerely  believe  to  no 
practical  effect  beyond  the  distribution  of  the  public 
money  to  men  who  want  it. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  deprive  the  People  of  the  West 
of  any  of  their  rights,  or  interfere  in  their  convenience. 
More  especially  would  I  avoid  interfering  in  the  peculiar 
vuhlic  ben^  to  which  the  gentleman  mm  Ohio  so  gal- 
lantly alluded  in  the  debate  of  yesterday.  He  said  that 
alliances  Were  formed  by  means  of  the  convenience  af- 
forded by  the  Cumberland  Road,  between  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  different  sections  of  the  country  ;  and  that  it 
was  the  happy  instrument  in  causing  many  happy  mar- 
riages. But,  I  would  ask,  if  we  are  to  pay  so  dear  for  these 
alliances  ?  Poets  have  sung  to  us  that  bolts  and  bars  can* 
not  confine  true  love-^and  yet,  forsooth,  our  modem 
lovers  must  have  a  smooth  road  paved  with  "  metal  of  a 
good  Quality,"  to  bring  them  together.  This  was  a  cold 
and  phlegpnatic  kind  of  love,  and  he  believed  no  lady 
would  consent  to  give  her  vote  for  it. 

I  believe  that  the  road  has  been  as  injurious  as  it  has 
been  expensive.  But  gentlemen  also  tell  us  that  it  is  a 
war  road.  I  hope  not.  I  hope  that,  although  we  do  not 
show  much  love  towards  each  other,  we  sliall  not  go  to 
war.  1  have  heard  of  no  alarminff  enmity  existing  be- 
tween the  East  and  the  West.  Yet  you  have  been  ex- 
pendingjthe  money  of  the  Government  on  a  war  measure. 
Sir,  we  suffered  suffictentiv  during  the  last  war )  and  yet 
you  are  no  sooner  comfortably  settled  in  the  enjoyment  of 
peace,  than  you  prepare  for  war  at  a  great  expense. 
This  is  a  principle  which  is  continually  cried  up  in  this 
country,  but  1  do  not  agree  to  it. 

But,  again  :  4t  is  said  that  the  making  of  this  road  was 
guarantied  by  a  compact  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Western  States ;  and  the  gentleman  fh>m  Tennessee 
has  read  us  the  act.     Well,  sir,  admitting  this  is  the  law ; 
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if  its  operation  is  iiyorious  or  inexpedient,  why  is  it  a  so*' 
lemn  compact  more  than  any  other  law  ?  and  whv  may  it 
not  be  repealed  if  it  is  an  improper  law  ?  In  relation  to 
Ohio,  it  seems  that  the  compact  is  already  fidfilled.  The 
road  has  not  only  gone  through  the  SUte,  but  surreys 
hare  been  made  a^  far  as  the  State  of  Indiana.  I  recol- 
lect, also,  that,  having  authorized  a  survey,  it  was  com- 
pleted, but  not  happening  to  bit  the  seat  of  Government 
of  Indiana  or  Missouri,  u  have  forgotten  which,)  it  was 
abolished,  and  a  new  survey  ordered.  If  there  was  a  com* 
pact  by  which  Congress  WM  obliged  to  make  a  road  to 
and  through  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  do  not  mean  to  go  far- 
ther, so  far  as  depends  upon  me.  Kor  do  I  believe  that 
the  continuance  of  this  road  into  Missouri,  Indiana,  or  11- 
linoiSk  is  incumbent  on  Congress,  or  is  authorized  by  the 
Constitution.  I  siud  I  would  not  touch  on  this  Constitu- 
tional (question  ;  nor  need  I  to  do  so.  There  is  yet  ano- 
ther pomt  of  defence,  in  which  the  friends  of  the  bill  flat- 
ter tliemselves  they  are  weU  sustained.  It  is,  that  this 
road  is  made  under  the  power  given  by  the  Constitution 
to  regulate  commerce.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  seem  to 
go  entirely  upon  this  supposition.  If  this  argument  be 
admitted,  where  will  the  system  stop  ?  Will  it  not  branch 
off  to  the  Northwest  Territory^  or  go  to  Santa  Fe  ?  In 
either  case,  it  could  be  doubly  defended  by  its  friends,  as 
a  war  road  and  a  eomfnerdal  road.  How  fallacious,  how- 
ever, is  the  policy,  if  we  take  it  on  the  former  ground*  of 
opening  a  road  of  eighty  feet  in  width  into  an  enemy's 
country :  for,  if  it  is  a  war  road,  I  presume  we  are  going 
to  ftgbt  Mexico.  But,  I  ask,  are  they  a  warlike  people  ? 
are  we  not  in  profound  peace  with  them  at  the  present 
time?  To  these  questions  I  presume  it  will  be  answered, 
that  we  are  not  in  hostility  with  Mexico,  but  tliat  the  road  is 
to  be  a  eommerdal  one.  And  so  we  see  that,  whether  one 
way  or  aaother,  the  friends  of  the  road  have  always  a  ready 
defence.  We  are  to  have  a  road  eighty  feet  in  width 
from  Cumberland  to  Santa  Fe,  built  of  stone  and  paved 
with  metal  ;  that  part,  I  presume,  nearest  the  Mexican 
frontier,  with  gold  irom  the  mines  of  Mexico.  And  then, 
sir,  do  you  suppose  these  gentlemen  are  going  to  be  satis- 
fied }  Mot  at  all.  New  projects  will  start  up,  and  new 
inventions  be  seized  upon,  to  keep  up  the  flow  of  money 
fi-om  your  Treasury  into  the  pockets  of  engineers,  con- 
tractors, &c.  But,  suppose  that,  at  some  future  -period, 
the  work  should  stop  ;  then  Congress  must  turn  about 
and  expend  twen^  millions  to  repair  what  they  have  al- 
ready done. 

On  every  consideration  that  has  presented  itself  to  me, 
I  am  opposed  to  this  system  of  expense.  Are  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  People  willing  to  pay,  in  the  time  of 
peace,  a  subsidy  for  tlie  purposes  of  war  }  A  subsidy  for 
the  encouragement  of  commerce,  or  a  subsidy  for  the  "es- 
tablishment of  post  roads  ?  I  believe  they  are  not.  These 
sentiments  I  have  offered  to  the  Senate  as  the  ground 
upon  which  I  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  he  would  bear  testimony  to  the  hu- 
mor with  which  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  been  characterized  ;  although,  at  the  same 
time,  he  must  differ  from  him  in  point  of  fact,  and  in  many 
of  the  arguments  upon  which  his  witticisms  had  been 
founded.  He  did  not  know  What  kind  of  love  it  was  with 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  look 
upon  the  people  of  the  Western  States.  Love,  he  had 
always  unaetstood,  regarded  the  happiness  of  its  object  \ 
and  he  did  not  know  how  the  gentleman  could  suppose 
that  the  people  of  the  West  could  be  happy,  or  even  com- 
fortable, without  roads.  But,  if  the  gentleman  had  any 
desire  to  promote  that  love  which  I'^aches  to  do  justice  to 
our  fellow  citizens,  he  thought  his  course  upon  this  bill 
would  hkve  been  a  different  one.  I  have  read  somewhere, 
said  Mr.  N.,  that  all  poets  were  fools,  but  that  all  fools 
were  not  poets  ;  and  I  begin  to  believe  it  is  true.    If  we 


speak  of  poetical  affairs,  please  to  allow  me  to  have  my  ' 
owii  ideas*  I  believe  poetry  and  novels  to  be  the  most 
injurious  things  in  the  wo^d.  If  the  gentleman  flrom 
South  Carolina  wishes  to  increase  that  love  which  would 
induce  us  to  give  to  each  other  whatever  rights  we  are 
entitled  to,  he  would  see  this  measure  in  a  very  different 
light.  If  you  will  do  awa)r  the  designsof  the  sage  of  Mon- 
ticello,  then  you  will  strike  at  the  root  of  that  love  and 
fellow  feeling  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  this  country 
depends.  It  was  under  the  auspices  of  that  great  man, 
the  fiither  of  Vii^inia— although  the  gentleman  from  Yir* 
ginia,  who  spoke  yesterday,  says  that  he  had  rather  wade 
m  the  mud  than  make  good  roads  to  travel  upon*-that 
this  great  work  was  first  set  a-going.  He  was  no  violator 
of  the  Constitution^  and  understood  its  construction  pro- 
bably as  well  as  men  of  the  present  day. 
-  Now,  sir,  by  a  compact  with  these  Western  States,  Gon« 
gress  is  bound  to  do  this  work.  The  Government  cannot 
avoid  it  {  iu  pledge  has  been  given,  and  it  must  be  done. 
Mr.  Jefferson  saw  how  those  States  were  situated. .  He 
saw  that  there  was  no  outlet  towards  the  Bast  to  that 
country  lying  on  the  Western  waters,  and  that,  in  case  of 
a  war,  the  two  sections  of  country  would  not  be  in  a  sit- 
uation to  belp  each  other.  If  Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  set 
on  foot  this  plan,  those  rugsed  rocks  which  I  clambered 
over  when  a  youth,  wouldhave  remained,  and  the  fkoe 
of  the  conmtry  would  still  have  been  darkened  by  those 
endless  ^forests  through  which  I  used  to  follow  the 
paths  of  the  Indians  $  for  we  never  should  have  settled 
that  country ^-we  could  not  Jiave  done  it— if  it  had  not 
been  for  this  road.  Now,  sir,  will  any  man  pretend  that 
Congress  shall  not  agree  to  the  compacts  which  it  has 
made  with  those  States  ?  Does  any  man  believe  that  such 
a  compact  was  unconstitutional  ?  If  he  does,  I  will  refer 
him  to  the  fourth  article  of  the  second  section.of  the  Con- 
stitution, where  it  is  laid  down  that  new  States  may  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  that  Congress  may  make 
rules  to  regulate  their  admission.  Is  there  any  thinr 
clearer  than  that  ?  While  those  States  were  yet  terr? 
tories,  the  United  States  had  the  sovereign  power  over 
them  :  but  when  they  were  admitted  into  the  Union,  so- 
verdgnty  over  their  territory  vested  in  them.  And  when 
you  offered  to  make  a  road  through  those  new  States, 
what  would  hat^s  been  the  effect  if  we  had  refused  to  ac- 
cede to  the  conditions  },  But  what  did  w.e  do  ?  We  agreed 
to  the  compact,  sir.  We  gave  you  a  consideration  for  the 
benefit  you  were  to  bestow  upon  us.  We  -got  notliing ; 
nor  do  we  want  any  thing  gratuitously.  No  time  is  fi3!ed 
for  the  fulfilment  of  this  compact ;.  and,  consequently,  the 
present  time  is  the  only  proper  one. 

Will  you,  then,  after  making  a  compact,  refuse  to  do 
what  you  promised  to  those  States  who  have  been  strug- 
gling for  years  io  the  forest,  extending  your  dominions, 
and  guarding  your  frontiers  against  the  depredations  of 
the  savages  ?  Whv  did  Congress  originally  make  this 
agreement  ?  I'll  tell  you  why,  sir.  It  was,  tliat  we  might 
have  all  the  communication  with  the  commercial  cities 
that  our  talent,  our  wealth,  and  our  enterprise,  entiUed 
us  to.  Sir,  you  can't  stop  the  progress  of  civilization. 
Do  all  you  am,  tiie  Western  world  has  got  the  start  of 
you,  and  will  defy  illiberality  to  overtake  it  or  stop  its 
progress.  You  may  make  us  wade  in  the  mud,  and  swim 
our  rivers  and  creeks,  by  refusing  to  aid  us  in  making 
roads  and  canals  ;  but  it  will  .not  do.  It  is  out  of  your 
power  to  keep  down  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens.  X 
ask  you  to  pass  this  bill,  the  prifidple  of  which  was  ad- 
vocated by  the  Sage  of  Monticeuo,  and  defended  in  the 
councils  of  the  country  by  Mr.  Madison.  .  I  have  also  a 
resolution  ii>  my  hand,  offered  by  a  gentleman  who.  was 
late  a  member  of  this  body,  the  honorable  Mr.  Rahdolph, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  10th  January, 
1813,  which  I  will  read  to  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  N.  then  roMl  the  foUovinff : 

**lkaoh9i^  That  the  Premdentof  the  United  States  be 
ftuthorixed  to  employ  the  tegfular  Amy  of  the  United 
Skates,  whea  not  engaged  m  actual  serTice>  and  when,  in 
Us  judgment,  the  ^iblic  interest  will  not  thereby  be  in- 
juvedy  in  the  censtniotRm  or  repair  of  fortafications,  roads^ 
canals^  or  ofter  woTks  of  pubhc  utility  " 

Whether  the  anthor  or  this  resolution  still  adheres  to 
his  fomer  opiniens  or  not,  sad  Mr.  N.,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  ss^.  And  I  would  ask  the  Senate,  if  the  statesmen  of 
Virgmia^  of  the  present  day,  need  be  referred  to  as  a 
•tsiidard  of  ftith  on  this  subject  I  could  also  allude  to 
the  great  report  of  Hemy  St.  George  Tucker,  but  I  need 
go  no  fcxHier.  Every  part  of  the  country,  at  that  time, 
seemed  to  think  ^at  the  Western  States  had  a  right  to 
this  road.  We  are  told  now,  however,  that  it  is  an  unjust 
and  uneonstitiitional  project ;  that  a  great  deal  of  money 
haa  been  spent ;  l^at  the  road  is  good  for  nothing  ;  that 
it  ia  out  of  repair,  and  all  this.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia has  been  particularly  warm  in  his  attack  upon  the 
conslitutionaUty  of  the  work.  But,  when  we  come  to 
the  idea  that  Virginia  is  the  only  safekeeper  of  the  Con- 
8tituti<vi,  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  whole  of  the 
western  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia  is  in  favor  of  it.  I 
only  adc  you  to  assist  those  who  were  struggling  in  the 
forests  during  the  last  war,  wi^out  roads  and  without  as- 
sistance. 1  ask  you  to  fulfil  the  compact  you  have  delibe- 
rately entered  into,  tliat  you  mav  keep  your  faith  and 
your  conscienoes  clear,  and  that  the  West  may  not  have 
cause  to  complain  of  the  injustice  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  RIDGELT  sud,  that  the  argument,  in  his  opinion, 
had  gone  farther  than  the  subject  warranted .  He  thought; 
that,  when  the  Senate  considered  coolly  the  objects  of 
this  bill,  they  could  find  no  reasonable  ground  upon  which 
to  oppose  it.  He  saw  no  reason  why  it  had  become  a 
constitutional  question.  In  support  of  this,  he  referred 
Uy  the  acts  of  admission  of  the  Western  States,  and  quoted 
that  portion  of  the  law  by  which  the  United  States  obli- 
gated  itself  to  give  ufi  a  twentieth  part  of  the  proceeds  of 
Uie  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads,  with 
the  consent  of  the  States  through  which  they  were  to 
pass.  Another  act  was  passed,  in  the  year  1803,  which 
provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  pay 
three  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  such  person  as  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
of  each  State,  to  be  applied,  under  their  direction,  to  mak- 
ing roads  within  the  States :  and  that  the  remalninj^  two 
per  cent,  should  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  Con- 
gress»  to  maldng  roads  to  and  through  the  said  States. 
Thus  we  ascertain  what  has  been  done  with  the  five  per 
cent,  originally  granted.  Afterwards,  a  bill  passed,  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  ana  which  was 
approved  by  him,  appropriating  thirty  thousand  dollars 
for  laying  out  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to 
some  pomt  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  compliance  with  the 
compact.  Another  section  of  that  law  authorized  the 
President  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland  to  the  passing  the  road  through  their 
respective  territories.  This  law  provided  that  the  sum 
appropriated  should  be  paid  out  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund; 
and,  if  that  were  not  enough,  out  of  other  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated.  This  waS  done  : 
and  thus,  by  repeated  laws  of  the  same  nature,  the  road 
has  been  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  Then  came  the 
State  of  Indiana ;  and  I  will  ask  gentlemen  to  look  at  the 
law  admitting  her  into«lhe  Union.  It  will  be  found  that 
the  same  provision  is  made  as  in  the  case  of  Ohio.  Five 
per  cent,  is  granted  for  the  purpose  of  making  roadii  to 
and  through  ttie  State  ;  snd  the  same  compact,  it  will  be 
found,  has  been  acceded  to  by  the  other  States  subse- 
quently admitted  into  the  Union.  What,  then,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  >  It  is  not»  solely, 
to  complete  the  road  through  tlic  State  of  Ohio,  but  gii- 


dually  to  progress  withr^the  surveys,  and  lay  out  the  road, 
in  compliance  with  the  compact  with  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Missouri.  How  can  there  be  any  objection  to  complying 
with  these  terms  ?  How  can  gentlemen  reconcile  a  failure, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  justice  or  to  pubKc 
faith  }  The  compacts  were  entered  into  with  those  States 
while  they  were  yet  Territories :  iSiey  were  submitted  to 
the  Territorial  Conventions,  and  were  agreed  to.  It  m'ss 
no  hasty  piece  of  work  ;  it  was  done  deliberately,  and  re- 
peated to  each  State,  so  as  to  show  that  the  policy  of  the 
measure  was  deemed  worthy  of  being  followed  up  from 
year  to  year.  I  ask,  then,  what  objection  can  we  offer  to 
the  fulfilment  of  thise  agreements  ?  I  ask  more — ^if  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  is  not  pledged  ?  f  do  not  know 
but  the  two  per  cent,  on  the  hmd;*  sold  has  been  expend- 
ed ;  but,  at  any  rate,  that  fund  is  to  be  applied  by  Con^ 
gross-  The  bill  first  passed  was  to  locate  a  road  from 
Cumberland  to  Wheeling.  The  bill  now  before  us 
has  nothing  to  do  with  that.  It  is  pounded  upon  the  act 
of  1825,  entitled  *•  An  act  for  continuing  the  Cumberland 
Road  fh)m  the  town  of  Canton,  on  the  Ohio,  opposite 
Wheehng,  to  the  Muskingum,  at  Zanesville.''  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  compact  entered  into  on  the  admission  into 
the  Union  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Mis- 
souri, the  bill  of  1825  was  framed.  The  second  section 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner,  and  the 
third  for  the  appointment  of  an  impartial  person,  who 
shall,  together,  complete  the  examination  and  surveys  to 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Sub- 
sequently to  that  act,  an  act  of  the  28th  March,  1826,  ap- 
propriated one  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars  towards 
the  work,  and  tast  year  another  act  appropriating  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  was  passed.  The  several 
appropriations  to  this  part  of  the  work  amounted  to  four 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  This  might  look 
like  a  large  sum  of  money.  We  will  admit  that  fact.  But 
it  is  to  comply  with  a  contract  in  which  the  Government 
have  entered,  and  he  doubted  not,  that,  even  were  it  not 
so,  it  would  be  more  than  paid  for  by  its  beneficial  effects 
upon  the  countiy  at  large.  And,  let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  R., 
if,  by  these  roads  througn  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  coun- 
trv,  the  United  States  does'not  greatly  enhance  the  vslue 
of  its  public  domain  ?  The  very  road  itself  has  such  an 
effect.  The  work  has  been  pros^ressing  beyond  the  Ohio 
river  for  four  years,  and  he  neither  considered  it  just  or 
proper  to  break  off  from  a  work  that  had  been  progressed 
in  thus  far,  and  the  obstructions  to  which  had  been  most- 
ly removed.  The  first  section  of  the  road,  between  the 
Ohio  and  Zanesville,  might  be  considered  as  finished. 
On  the  second  section  it  was  but  partially  made  ;  and  he 
thought  that,  if  the  road  was  to  be  stopped  at  alU  it  should 
not  be  done  until  that  portion  of  it  upon  which  money 
had  been  expended,  should  be  completed.  He  thought 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Smith]  had  mis- 
quoted and  misunderstood  the  letter  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the  road,  Mr.  Wever.  [Mr.  U.  then  read  some 
passages  of  Blr.  Wever's  letter,  in  order  to  support  the 
opinion  which  he  had  just  expressed.]  It  was  to  be  sup- 
posed that  Mr.  Wever  understood  his  subject ;  and  he 
estimated  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  road  to  SSanes- 
ville,  at  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 
The  bill  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  in  order  to  enable  tlie  enf^ineers  to  go  on 
with  the  surveys  beyond  the  Muskingum  nver.  And  now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  after  the  United  States,  considering  them- 
selves bound  by  the  contract  with  the  Westera  States, 
have  done  so  much  tooards  this  great  work,  I  will  ask  if 
they  are  to  close  their  hands,  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
render  useless  all  that  they  liave  already  done  ^  1  hope 
not :  I  hope  the  work  will  progress.  .  I  own  not  a  foot  of 
ground  in  any  of  these  States,  and  reside  in  a  different 
quarter.  I  look  upon  the  laws  passed  on  the  admianon 
of  tho^  States  into  the  Union^  as  comprising  a  pledge  on 
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the  put  of  the  United  StsCes  wkich,  by  withdrawing  the 
work,  at  preaeat  would  he  violated  in  a  most  unjuatiiia- 
ble  manner* 

Mr.  HAURISON  said,  he  had  intended  to  reply  to  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mv-  Smetb,]  but  it  had  been 
so  ably  done  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  that  he  would 
not  at  that  late  hour  tKspaas  upon  the  Senate,  further 
than  to  ask  the  yeas  atid  nays  on  the  question  of  engross* 
ing  the  bill. 

The  call  being  sustained,  the  question  was  taken,  wkeu 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  by  the  feUowing 
vote  : 

YEAS— <MAflsr8.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Cliase,  Eaton,  Uamson,  Hendricks, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kanr, 
Knieht,  McKinley,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridffely, 
Robbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Marylaad, 
ThoTnas^25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bertien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  £Uis»  Foot,  Uayne,  King,  Macon,  Par* 
ris,  Sanford,  Smith  oC  South  Calvlina,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
White,  Woodbtt»>wl8. 

Mr.  MACON  then  rose,  and  offered  the  foUowing  re- 
sohition,  remarking  that  it  was  his  object  to  give  up  the 
road  to  the  several  States  througii  which  it  had  been  con* 
structed  ;  and  also  to  give  up  idl  the  product  of  tho  two 
per  cent,  as  well  as  the  money  that  had  been  advanced, 
so  as  to  get  rid  of  the  disputes  which  annually  occupied 
Congress  on  this  subject  .* 

BegoAfedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  relinquishing  to  the  States  through 
which  the  Cumberland  Road  passes  to  the  Ohio  river, 
whatever  claim,  if  any,  the  United  States  may  have  to  the 
same  :^  and  that  the  said  committee  also  inquire'into  the 
expediency  of  relinquishing  to  the  States  concerned,  the 
claim  of  the  United  SUtcs  to  the  whole  of  the  five  per 
cent,  reserved  fiom  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
United  SUtcs. 

TuvasoAT,  jA3rx7i.UT  34,  1828. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  MACON, 
authorizing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  reUncjuiah- 
ing  the  Cumbertod  Boad  to  the  States  through  which  it 
passes,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  CUANDLBR  suggested  to  the  genlletnan  from 
North  Carolina,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  amend 
the  resolution,  so  as  to  provide  for  Uie  giving  up  of  the 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  States,  should  Congress  re- 
Unguisb  the  Boad  ? 

Mr.  MACON  said,  that  his  object,  in  o0ering  the  re- 
solution, was  to  cover  the  whole  grou^id,  and.allow  the 
Committee  to  decide  upon  the  details.  His  design  was 
to  get  rid  of  the  whole  subject,  and  the  debates  tltat  so 
frequently  occurred  upon  it.  The  inquiry  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  directed  to  the  manner  in  Which  this 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  UEMDRICKS  said,  that  he  rose  merely  to  remark 
that'  the  Western  States  would  hardly  be  averse  to  doing 
away,  unconditionally,  the  compacts,  because  their 'inter- 
est  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  it  Without  saying  a 
word  on  the  subject  of  the  five  per  cent,  or  the  two  per 
cent  of  which  so  much  had  been  said,  the  compacts 
which  this  resolution  proposed  to  modify,  were  the  only 
impediment  in  the  way  of  the  right  of  soil,  and  of  taxa- 
tion by  the  States,  in  reference  to  tlie  public  lands  within 
their  limits.  There  was  an  inouiry,  however,  suggested 
to  his  mind,  which  he  would  offer  to  the  mover  of  tlie  re- 
so1utif>n,  and  which  might  save  the  Judiciary  Committee 
the  trouble  of  its  investigation.  It  -was  this  :  If  the  com- 
pacts made  by  Congress  witli  the  States  are  valid  at  all^ 
can  they  be  changed  by  Congress  without  the  consent  of 
the  States,.^    As  a  siniglc  meiniie»',  regarding  no  ether 


coMideraftiof^  than  the  iHefest  of  the  State  he  repi^seiK* 
ed,.he  might  be  in  favor  of  re&Mpiishing  the  ooopacts 
akegether ;  beoause,  withoat  the  compacts^  they  would 
be  entitled  to  the  public  lands  \  but  the  case  presented 
was  one  in  which  he  had  no  power  to  act.  If  the  resolu- 
tion had  any  object,  it  appeared  to  kkn  that  it  was  to  dis* 
pense  with  the  exercise  erf*  the  power  of  Congress  to 
msde  roada  and  canals,  because  siioh  power  was  not 
found  in  the  Constitution.  But  if  the  Constitution  gave 
to  Congress  the  right  of  making  compacts  with  the  seve- 
ral States,  and  of  stipulating  to  expend  two  per  eent.  of 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  in  making  roada  and  canals  in 
the  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  States,  surely  the 
constitutional  power  te  make  roads  and  oanals  cannot  be 
denied.  If  such  compacts  could  be  made  accordiog  to 
the  provittons  of  the  Constitution,  how  can  it  be  argued 
thai  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  fidfil  their  cenditiotts  * 
As  a  member  of  one  of  the  new  States,  he  would  not 
agree  to  any  modification  of  these  compacts ;  because  he 
maintained  that  such  modification  could  not  be  made 
without  the  consent  of  both  of  the  contracting  parties — 
the  States  and  the  Union.  What,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the 
whole  case  ?  You  have  engaged  to  make,  for  the  new 
States,  roads  and  canals,  on  condition  that  thev  wUl 
neither  tax  nor  seU  the  public  lands  within  their  fimits. 
The  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  othen,  say,  We 
have  undertaken  to  do  what  we  have  no  constitutional 
power  to  do,  and  the  resolution  propofes  to  release  Con- 
gress from  that  obligation,  without  relcasinjg^  the  States 
fiom  their  prohibitions  against  sale  and  taxation.  If  you 
wish  to  he  released  from  your  obligations  in  reference  to 
the  compacts,  release  the  States  also.  Do  the  compacts 
entirely  away.  You  either  have  no  constitutional  power 
to  make  the  compacts,  or  you  have  power  to  fulfil  them^ 
have  power  to  make  roads  and  canals. 

.Mr.  FOOT  remarked  that,  if  any  thing  could  have 
convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  what  the  gentieman  from  tndiaf^a  had  just 
said.  He  was  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  an  inquiry  into  the  whole  subject,  more  particularly 
into  the  amount  of  the  five  per  centum  and  the  two  per 
centum,  devoted  to  this  object.  -  It  was  a  matter  of  in- 
vestigation  and  inquiiy  only,  for  the  Committee,  and  the 
importance  of  the  subject  entitled  it  to  that  notice. 

Mr.  MACON  said  a  few  words,  which  the  Reporter 
could  not  distincly  hear. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  saul,  he  thought  be 
could  name  a  case  in-  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 

fave  liis  vote  for  a  similar  measure.  He  alluded  t6  the 
iU  allowing  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tions of  land  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  schools.  The 
same  authority  had  also  been  given  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama Now  here  was  an  infnction  of  a  compact ;  but 
he  had  heard  of  no  complaint  in  regard  to  it.  Ir  Congress 
could  break  a  contract  in  one  instance,  was  it  bound  to 
adhere  to  it  in  anotiier  ?  He  believed  that  no  part  of  our 
compact  with  the  new  States  ought  to  be  more  religious- 
ly obser\'ed,  than  that  by  which  we  granted  the  six- 
teenthsections  of  land  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  schools. 
Yet  Congress  had  passed  a  law  giving  the  right  to  the 
States  of  selling  them.  On  the  compact  now  under  con- 
sideration, he  thought  that  gentlemen  had  packed  a  great 
deal  more  than  it  co<ild  bear.  Was  it  not  far  more  im- 
pcfttant,  in  the  new  States,  to  provide  for  education, 
than  to  make  roads  ?  Every  body  knew  the  necessity  of 
roads  ^  Vut  education  was  bf  fiir  gi'eater  importance.  And 
so  much  so  was  it  considered  bv  the  Government  that 
the  provision  of  land  for  that  object  had  the  effect,  in  a 
manner,  to  coerce  them  into  a  sufiicicnt  encouragement 
of  schools.  'l*his  provision  had,  however,  been  dfcscrted 
in  some  of  the  States. wlicrc  the  lands  had  been  sold,"  and 
the  proceeds  converted  into  bank  stock.  Tliese  were 
instances  where  the  compacts  of  Congress  with  the'States 
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had  not  been  considered  so  difficult  to  break  as  gentle- 
men now  seemed  to  think  them. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing  the  consideration  of  the  resolution.  It  merely  au. 
thoriaed  inquir]r,  and  to  that  he  could  have  no  objection. 
He  had  merely  intended  to  answer  the  questions  put  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine»  and  to  propound  the  question 
to  the  Senate,  whether,  if  ^e  compacts  were  constitution- 
ally  made.  Congress  could  be  wanting  in  constitutional 
power  to  fulfil  tiienu  The  great  difficulty  seemed  to  be— 
and  upon  tliis  tlie  arguments  of  gentlemen  against  In- 
ternal Improvement  seemed  to  be  founded — that  Congress 
had  no  right  to  make  roads  and  canals.  No  one,  how- 
ever, attempted  to  deny  that  they  had  the  power  of  mak- 
ing compacts.  And  he  would  remark  agam,  that,  if  they 
had  the  constitutional  power  to  enter  into  compacts  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  they,  as  a  natural 
consequence,  had  the  constitutional  power  to  make  those 
roads  and  canals. 

In  what  he  had  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  entering  at  all  into  the  argument  of  constitutional 
power.  That  mij^ht  be  necessary  on  another  occasion, 
but  was  not  on  this. 

Ifr.  KANE  said,  that  the  argument  on  this  question  had 
extended,  in  his  opinion,  beyond  any  reasonable  limit. 
He  would  briefly  state  what  be  thought  was  the  true 
light  in  which  this  proposition  appeared.  The  compacts 
between  Congress  and  the  States  could  be  dispensed 
with  and  set  aside  only  by  the  consent  of  Conjpress  and  the 
States  assembled  in  convention.  The  conditions  of  the 
agreement  had  been  acceded  to  inTerritorial  conventions, 
and  an  alteration  pould  only  be  ordered  in  a  similar  meet- 
ing. One  word  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Smith.]  He  supposed  that  the  compact  had  been 
broken  by  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  School  Reserves  in 
Ohio.  But  this  was  not  the  case.  The  subject  was  ar- 
gued in  this  body  \  and  it  was  argued  that  the  interests 
of  education  would  be  advanced,  if  the  State  was  allowed 
to  sell  the  lands.  How  was  the  compact  violated  by  this 
sale  ?  The  worth  of  the  lauds  was  not  the  less  devoted 
to  the  objects  of  education.  It  was  not  supposed,  when 
those  reserves  were  made  as  a  school-fund,  that  it  was  al- 
ways to  remain  in  the  land,  which  was  of  but  litile  value. 
The  sixteenth  sections  were  not  always  farmable,  and  it 
would  have  been  useless  to  retain  them,  where  they 
brought  in  no  income.  The  only  question  was,  at  the 
time,  whether  this  landrfund  should  be  converted  into  a 
money -fund,  and  it  was  considered  best  that  it  i^ould  be 
so  converted.  Therefore  no  compact  was  violated  ; 
whereas  the  object  of  the  reserve  was  more  fully  secured. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  adverse  to  a 
resolution  relating  to  the  erection  of  proper  buildings  for 
the  United  States'  Courts,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
records,  was  considered  :  on  which 

Mr.  PA.RR1S  observed,  that,  had  he  enjoyed  an  oppoN 
tunity  of  communicating  to  the  Committee  his  informa 
tion  on  this  subject,  he  thought  they  would  have  made  a 
different  decision,  so  far  as  related  to  one  part  of  the  sub- 
ject— the  preservation  of  the  records.  As  to  the  erection 
of  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Courts,  he  did  not  know 
that  it  was  absolutely  necefisary,  but  it  surely  was  so  to 
preserve  the  records.  He  had  heard,  bilt  a  short  time 
since,  of  a  f<ict  in  support  of  providing  for  the  records, 
as,  in  one  of  the  largest  districts  in  the  country,  that  of 
Massachusetts,  the  archives  of  the  Court  narrowly  escap- 
ed destruction  by  fire.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  re- 
port lie  on  tiie  Uble  ?  which  was  amed  to. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion  of 
the  Cumberland  Road  from  Bridgeport  to  Zainesville,  in 
Ohio,  and  to  continue  Uic  survey  of  the  same  from  Zanes- 
viile  to  the  Capitdl  of  Missouri,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
paaaed. 


SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  WOOD- 
BURY moved  to  flU  th6  blank  witli  1,100,000  dollars. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  rose  and  8aid,1t  has  become  my  du- 
ty. Sir,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  to  explMn  the  origin  and  cbiracter  of  it.  I  regret 
that  this  duty  has  not  devolved  upon  some  abler  repre- 
sentative of  the  interests  of  the  petitioners ;  but  I  regret 
it  the  less,  as  my  colleagues  on  the  Committee  possess 
every  quality  of  both  the  head  and  heart  to  advance  those 
interests,  and  will,  no  doubt,  hereafter,  be  seconded  by 
an  indulgent  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Who,  then.  Sir,  are  the  venerable  men  that  knock  at 
your  door  ?  and  for  what  do  they  ask  ?  They  are  not 
suppliants  for  mere  iavor  or  charity,  though  we  all  know 
that- nothing  but  the  proud  spirit  which  helped  to  sustain 
them  through  th^  distresses  of  our  revolution,  has  with- 
held most  of  them  from  reliance  for  daily  bread  on  the 
alms  provided  by  the  present  pension  act.  No,  Sir ;  they 
come  as  petitioners  for  their  rights.  They  come  as  the 
remnant  of  that  rallant  band,  who  enlisted  your  continen- 
tal army ;  who  disciplined  its  ranks  v  who  planned  its  en- 
terprises, and  led  the  way  to  victory  and  independence. 
Confiding  in  the  pUghted  faith  of  Congress,  given  in  the 
form  of  a  solemn  compact,  they  adhered  to  your  cause 
through  evil  report  and  good  report,  till  the  great  drama 
closed  \  and  they  now  ask  only  that  the  faith  so  plighted 
may  be  redeemed.  Amid  the  wrecks  from  time  and  dis- 
ease,.during  almost  half  a  centuty,  short  of  250  now  sur- 
vive, out  of  2480,  who  existed  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Even  this  small  number  is  falling  fast  aroCmd  us,  aa  the 
leaves  of  autumn ;  and  this  very  morning  a  gentleman 
before  me  has  communicated  the  information  that  another 
of  the  most  faithfol  among  them  has  just  passed  **  tliat 
botjme  whence  co  traveller  returns."  It  behoves  u«, 
then,  if  we  now  conclude,  in  our  prosperity  and  great- 
ness, to  extend  relief,  either  from  charity,  gratitude,  or 
justice,  to  do  it  qu]ckl3r. 

My  great  anxiety  is,  in  the  outset,  to  prevent  any  mis- 
apprehension of  the  true  nounds  on  which  the  appropria- 
tioh  is  founded.  Througpnout  the  whole  inquiry,  there  is 
no  disposiUon  to  censure  the  motives  or  policy  of  the  old 
Congress.  The^  adopted  such  measures  as  the  exigen- 
cies and  necessities  ot  the  times  forced  upon  Aem  ;  and 
now,  when  those  exigencies  have  ceased,  it  ts  just,  as 
well  as  generous,  to  give  such  relief  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  demand. 

A  very  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of  this  measure 
heretofore  has  been  a  prevalent  opinion,  that  these  peti- 
tioners are  seeking  compensation  merely  for  losses  sus- 
tained, on  the  depreciation  of  continental  money,  and 
certificates  received  for  their  monthly  wages  $  whereas, 
from  their  first  memorial  in  A.  D.  1810,  to  the  present 
sesnon,  they  have  invariably  rested  on  the  non.perform- 
ance,  by  Congress,  of  a  distinct,  and  independent  contract. 
All  the  losses  on  their  monthly  wages  they  bore  in  com- 
mon, and  are  willing  to  forego  in  common  with  many  in 
the  walks  of  civil  lure,  and  with  the  brave  soldiers  under 
their  command.  This  is  the  plain  and  decisive  reason 
why  none  but  officers  are  embraced  in  the  present  bill. 
The  contract  on  which  they  rely,  was  made  with  the  offi- 
cers alone  {  and  gallant  and  unfortunate  aa  were  the  sol- 
diers, the  officers  have  endured,  and  will  continue  to 
endure,  without  repining,  still  severer  sufferings  fhim  the 
worthlebs  money  and  certificates  received  fbr  their  wages; 
because  those  losses  were  perhaps  too  large,and  too  gene- 
ral, in  all  departments  of- life,  ever  to  warrant  the  expec- 
tation or  practicability  of  complete  remuneftition. 

I  have  jaid  severer  sufferings  on  this  account  by  the 
ofi^cers,  because  the  money  received  for  wages  before 
A.  D.  1780,  worth  only  one  doUar  in  the  hundred,  was^ 
to  the  officers,  the  only  means  to  purchase  camp  equi- 
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page  ami  clothing,  that  were  ftirnished  to  the  8oMi«n  out 
of  the  public  ftrsenals ;  and  because  the  soldier  often  re- 
ceived besides  liberal  bounties,  both  at  home  and  from 
Congress. 

Let  it  then  be  distinctly  understood,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing this  disparity  against  the  officers,  no  such  losses  or 
depreciations  fbroi  any  part  of  the  foundation  for  this  hill. 
A  moment's  attention  to  the  history  of  that  period  will 
show  the  true  ground  of  the  appropriation.  After  *his 
uneqtial  pressure  had  continued  nearly  three  years— after 
the  officers  had  sustained  their  spirits  during  that  trying 
perio'i  under  such  disad\'antages,  bv  the  force  of  t  lose 
principles  that  led  them  at  first  to  join  in  the  pledge  to 
th  •  cause,  of  *•  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  saced 
honor;"  after  their  private  resources  had  become  neurly 
exhausted  in  supplying  thoac  wants  their  country  xvas 
unable  rather  than  unwilling  to  satis'y,  there  arose  a  state 
of  things  which  led  to  certain  proceedings  by  Congress, 
in  relation  to  half  pay. 

The  prospect  had  nearly  vanished,  that  any  hor.orable 
accommodation  could  be  effected  with  the  parent  countiy. 
"r***  <^<ytest  seemed  likely  to  become  more  severe,  and 
to  be  protracted  for  many  years ;  and  it  was  obvious  that 
many  of  theofllcera^  thus  impoverished  and  disheartened, 
must  actually  resign  in  order  to  provide  themselves  with 
decent  clothing,  and  to  nuuntain  then-  families,  and  secure 
any  subsistence  for  advanced  life,  or  that  they  must  re- 
ceive some  iLssurance  of  ftiture  indemnity,  if  they  conti- 
nued in  siervice,  and  abandoned  every  thing  else  to  sink 
or  swim  with  the  military  destinies  of  their  country. 

It  was  then  that  the  resolve  of  May  15,  1778,  granting 
half  pay,  for  tmly  seven  years,  to  all  who  continued  in 
service  till  the  close  of  the  war,  was  passed. 

This  short  period  of  half  pay  was  dictated  rather  by  the 
wants  of  Congress  to  provide  a  longer  one,  than  from  an 
impression  that  it  was,  in  truth,  sufficient,  or  in  accord- 
ance with  any  similar  system  in  the  armies  of  Europe. 
Hence,  a  committee.  May  24th,  1779,  reported  a  reso- 
lution, allowing  half  pay  fur  life  to  the  same  class  of  offi- 
cers, and  justly  grounded  it  on  the  great  risks  they  were 
called  to  encounter,  on  their  great  suffisrihg^  and  sacrifices 
of  youth,  ease,  hesilth,  and  fiyrtune,  in  the  cause  of  their 
country.  But  the  want  of  reK>urces  in  Congress  induced 
them  to  postpone  the  subject,  and,  on  the  17th  of  August, 
1779,  to  urge  upon  the  respective  States  th6  expediencv 
of  adopting  Sfich  a  resolution,  and  of  pledgin?  for  its  fut- 
filment  their  State  resources.  The  power  of  the  States 
over  Chose  resources  was  much  more  effective  than  that 
of  the  cortfederatior  over  the  States  But  such  were  the 
general  gloom  and  despondency  of  the  times,  that  not  a 
single  State  except  Pennsylvania  complied  with  the  re- 
cominendation.  The  currency  continued  to  depreciate 
more  and  more,  daily :  the  officers,  in  many  instances, 
were  utterly  unable,  by  their  whole  pay,  to  procure  de- 
cent apparel  ?  treason  had  penetrated  the  camp  in  the 
person  of  Arnold :  Charleston  had  been  surrendered : 
Lincoln  captured :  Gates  defeated  at  Camden :  the  South- 
em  States  ovemm  by  Comwallis :  otir  soldiery  had  be- 
come discouraged  :  and  the  great  military  leader  of  the 
Revolution  had  become  convinced,  and  had  urged  with 
his  usual  energy  tipon  Cong^ss,  that  tiie  adoption  of  this 
resolutiou  was  almost  the  only  possible  method  of  reuin- 
ing  the  army  together.  Under  such  appalling  circum- 
stance^ Congress  passed,  on  the  24th  of  October,  A.  D. 
1780*  the  resolution,  which  I  will  now  take  the  liberty  to 
read : 

**  Reaohed,  That  the  officers  who  shall  continue  in  the 
service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  half 
pay  dtiring  life  \  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  re- 
duction.''    CI  U.  S.  Laws,  688.) 

This,  with  one  or  two  subsequent  resolutions,  explain- 
ing and  modifying  its  provisions  as  to  particular  persons, 
constitutes  the  great  foundation  of  the  bill  under  consi- 
Voiu  IV.— 9 


deration.  The  promise  was  most  solemnly  and  defibe* 
rately  made  :  the  consideration  for  it  was  ample,  and  most 
honorably  performed  by  the  officen ;  and  yet,  on  the  part 
of  Congfress,  its  stipulations  have,  in  my  opinion,  never, 
to  this  (lay,  been  equiUbly  fulfilled.  As  to  the  binding 
effect  of  the  compact  on  Congress,  nobody  can  pretend 
to  doubt.  I  shall,  therefore,  not  waste  a  single  moment 
in  the  discussion  of  that  point.  But  I  admit  that  the  offi- 
cers were  first  bound  to  perform  the  condition  faithfully, 
of  serving  to  the  close  of  the  war,  however  long  or  disas- 
trous. Uid  they  do  it  ?  History  and  tradition  must  con- 
vince all  that,  tlirough  defeat  as  well  as  victory,  they  clung 
to  our  fortunes  to  the  uttermost  moment  of  the  struggle. 
They  a'cre  actuated  by  a  spirit  and  intelligence,  the  surest 
guarantees  of  such  fidelity.  Most  of  them  had  investi- 
gated, and  well  undentood,  the  principles  in  dispute,  and 
to  defend  them  had  flown  to  the  field  of  battle,  on  the 
fir«jt  alarm  of  war,  with  all  the  ardor  of  a  Scottish  father- 
ing, at  the  summons  of  the  fiery  cross.  And  it  is  not 
poetry,  that  one  of  my  own  relatives,  an  officer  long  since 
no  more,  when  the  alarm  was  given  at  Lexington,  left« 
for  the  tented  field,  tiie  corpse  of  his  fatiier  unburied  : 
**  One  look  he  cast  upon  the  bier, 
Dashed  from  hU  eye  the  fBthefinf  tear,** 

and  hastened  to  devote  his  own  life  to  the  salvation  of  bit 
countfy.  In  the  same  duty—in  performing  their  part  of 
the  comfsact,  to  serve  fiiithfull;jr  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
these  petitionen  endured  the  frosts  of  winter,  often  half 
sheltered,  badly  fed,  badly  clothed,sand  badly  p«d.  dod 
forbid  that  I  should  exaggerate.  The  naked  truth  is 
stronger  than  any  coloring  of  fancy.  We  have  the  autho- 
rity of  their  commander,  t(iat  they  were,  at  times,  in  such 
a  condition  as  to  be  unable  and  ashamed  to  receive  their 
friends ;  but  never,  1  believe,  loth  to  face  their  enemies* 
Their  paths  were  sometimes  marked  by  their  blood — their 
courage  and  constancy  tried  by  frequent  alarms,  bv  am- 
buscade, and  the  pitched  battle,  but  they  never  ndter- 
ed :  and  wiien,  towards  the  close  of  the  WAr,  neglect  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  as  to  their  montlily  wages,  might 
ha  ire  justified,  under  most  circumstances,  disquiet  and 
dir^trust ;  and  when,  at  Newburg,  they  were  tempted  with 
the  insidious  taunt,  that  it^  relinquishing  their  arms,  and 
retiring  home  with  the  promises  made  to  them  unfulfilled* 
they  would  **  go,  starve,  and  be  forgotten ;"  yet  they  dia» 
banded  in  peace,  and  expressed  their  ^  unshaken  confi- 
dence  in  the  justice  of  Congress." 

Washington  himself  declared^  m  substance,  that,  by 
means  of  diis  resolve,  the  officen  were  inspired  to  miake 
renewed  exertions  ^  to  feel  ar  security  for  tbeniselves  and 
fiimilies,  which  enabled  them  to  devote  every  fiieulty  to 
the  common  cause  \  and  that  thas  was  an  army  kept  toge- 
ther, which  otherwise  must  have  dissolved^  and  vsr  pro- 
bably have  been  compelled  to  pass  again  under  the  yoke 
of  colonial  servitude. 

For  all  this  fidelity  to  the  performance  of  their  part  of 
the  compact,  the  officera  have  been  duly  thanked  by  many 
Congresses,  and  applauded  by  the  worid.  Tliey  have 
occupied  a  conspicuous  niche  in  toasts,  odes,  and  orations, 
and  some  of  them  have  animated  the  canvas,  and  breathed 
in  marble. 

But  has  the  promise  to  them  of  half  pay  ever  been  ei- 
ther literally  or  subsUntially  fiilfilted  >  That,  sir,  is^the 
important  question.  I  answer  not  literally,  by  any  pre- 
tence,  from  any  quarter.  No  half  pay,  as  such,  has  ever, 
for  any  length  of  time,  been  either  psid  or  provided  for 
one  of  the  petitioners.  Almost  as  little,  sir,  can  there  be 
a  pretence  that  it  has  been  substantially  fulfilled.  No 
kind  of  fulfilment  has  been  attempted,  except  in  the  con. 
mutation  act,  passed  Klareh  32d,  1783. 

That  act  grew  out  of  objections,  in  some  of  tiie  States, 
to  the  system  of  half  pay  as  a  system,  because  not  strictly 
republican  in  theory,  and  because  eyeiy  thing  of  a  pension 
clwracter  had  become  odious  by  its  abuae  in  tome  Go- 
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Teniaent^  in  the  maintenance  of  hireling^^  who  had  per-  >  was  eipected,  pcobabl^  even  majopitJei  in  the  lipea  wguld 
formed  8e<!ret  and  disreputable  aervicca.  I  never  have  been  obtained.     The  certificates  were  made 

Some  of  the  officers,  being  anxious  tu  remove  any  fur- ;  out  for  all,  without  application,  and  left  with  the  afents  : 
roal  objection,  petitioned  Congress  for  a  commutation  or  j  no  other  provision  was  made  for  those  entitled  to  half  pay, 
change  in  tlie  mode  of  indemnifying  and  rewarding  them.  <  and  it  remained  wkh  the  younger  oQcers  to  receive  those 
No  opposition  had  been  made  tu  the  amount  or  value  of  |  certificates  or  nothing, 
the  half  pay,  and,  therefore,  as  appears  in  the  commuta-  j      But  it  is  most  nhanOfest  that  Cojm^ss  had  no  lej^l  right 


tion  act  itself,  the  oiftcers  expected,  if  a  change  took 
pliuse,  a  full  ^  equivalent"  in  value  to  the  half  pay  for  life. 

[Mr.  W.  here  read  the  act  from  1  U.  States'  Laws,  687.] 

But,  instead  of  such  an  equivalent,  Coi^gress  gave,  by 
that  act,  what  was  far  short  of  an  equivalent,  whether  we 
regard  the  particular  a^ es  at  that  time  of  these  petitioners, 
w  their  average  age  with  the  other  officers,  or  the  period 
they  have  actually  since  Uved.  Congress  gave  only  five 
years'  fuU  pay  to  the  youngrest  in  the  line,  and  just  as 
much  to  the  eldest  \  treating  the  officer  of  25  as  not  lil^ely 
to  live  any  longer  than  him  of  70 1  and  subjecting  the 
former  to  take  for  his  half  pay,  which  he  was  entitled  to 
for  his  whole  life,  of  probably  3$  years,  the  same  small 
sum  bestowed  on  him  not  likely  to  live  over  10  or  14  years. 

If  we  look  to  the  average  age  of  all  the  officers  at  that 
time,  the  commutation  was  still  inadequate*  That  age 
was  probabfy  not  over  30;  none  have  pretended  to  con- 
lider  it  over  35  f  and  on  aU  observationB,  in  similar  cU- 
mate%*»nd  all  calculations  of  annuity  tables,  such  persons' 
lives  would  be  likely  to  extend  beyond  30  years  \  and 
thus  their  half  pay  for  life  he,  on  an  average,  worth  the 
gross  sum,  in  preHnti,  of  at  least  seven  years'  full  pay. 
Any  gentleman  can  test  the  gebecal  accuracy  of  these  re- 
sults,, by  a  rcferei»ce  to  Price^s  Annuity  Tables,  and  to 
Milne  ou  Annuities.  In  England,  Sweden,  and  France, 
it  will  be  seen  that  a  person  of  30  years  of  age  is  ascer- 
tained to  be  likely  to  live  34  more ;  and  of  35  years  of 
ag^a  to  live  about  38  more.  An  annuity  for  34  years  is 
woilh  a  fraction  more  than  14  times  its  annual  amount,  if 
paid  in  a  ^ross  sum  in  advance  i  and  one  for  28  years, 
only  a  fraction  less  than  14  times  its  anniud  amount.  So 
that  seven  years'  ftill  pay  is  as  near  a  fair  commutation  for 
the  half  pay  ibr  life,  taking  their  average  ages,  as  can 
weU  he  calculated,  or  as  is  necessary  for  the  present  in- 
quiry. 

Again  :  If  we  advert  to  (he  real  facts,  »s  since  develop- 
ed, these  petitioners,  had  the  commutation  act  not  passed, 
or  not  been  at  aH  binding,  would  now  receive  twenty  two 
instead  of  five  years'  firH  .pay,  aathey  have  survived,  since 
the  ctove  of  this  war,  over  44  years. 

Con^ss,  i^  if  conscious  that  the  piceasure  of  the  times 
had  dnton  them  to  propose  a  substitute  for  the  half  pay 
Jbr  life»  not,  iii  any  view,  suffieient'  or  eqiMvalent,  as  re- 
gi^rcfed  the  younger  offi^^ers,  who  alone  now  survive  and 
adc,  fbcredrvesB,  parovided  in  the  commutation  act,  not  that 
eAob  oiBoer  might  accept  or  reject  it  at  pleasure,  but  Uiat 
it  should  take  effect,  if  accepted  within  certain  periods 
not  exceeding  six  months,  by- m^jurities  in  the  S4^veral 
Hues  of  the  army.  The  most  influential  officers  in  any 
line  are  of  course  tlie  elder  and  ^up^^rior  ones.  To  these, 
as  a  genecal  rul^,  five  years'  full  pay  was  a  fair  equivalent ; 
and  b^  th^ir  exertions  the  commutation  was  accepted  by 
majorities  in  most  of  the  lines,  and  no  provision  ever  after 


tu  take  away  from  a  single  officer  his  vested  half  pay  for 
life,  witliout  giving  him  a  full  equivalent ;  or,  to  say  the 
least,  what  the  officer  should  fireely  and  distinctly  assent 
to,  as  a  full  equivalent  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  ele- 
mentary pnhciples  of  legislation  and  jurisprudence  $  and 
a  majority  of  the  lines  could  no  more  bind  the  minority 
on  tliis  subject  of  private  rights  of  property,  than  they 
could  bind^Congress  or  the  States  on  quesitions  of  politics. 
This  point  need  not  be  argued  to  men,  who,  like  those 
around  me,  have  watched  the  discussions  and  decisions  in 
this  country  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  But  no  wich 
Individual  assent  was  asked  hrre  :  it  was  indeed  declared 
to  be  useless  for  any  minority  of  individuals  to  dissent ; 
the  coinmutation  not  liaying  been  in  any  view  a  full  equi* 
valent,  individual  assent  cannot  fairiy  be  presumed.  The 
subsequent  taking  of  the  certificates  was  merely  taking 
all  that  was  provided,  and  all  they  could  get,  witliout  any 
oretence  that  they  took  it  as  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  And 
nence  it  follows  that,  on  the  lowest  computation*  two 
years'  more  full  pay  are  necessaiy  to  make  any  thing  like 
a  substantial  fulfilment  of  tlie  compact  on  the  part  oTcon- 
grcss.  In  truth,  20  years  more  would  be  less  than  the 
petitioners  could  rightfiiUy  claim  now,  if  the.coromutatioB 
act  had  never  paastd ;  or  if  the  position  was  clearly  esta- 
blislied  that  the  commutation  act,  as  to  them,  was,  under 
the  circumstances,  entirely  null  and  void.  I'o  say  that 
such  a  transaction,  resorted  to  under  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  and  finding  no  apology  except  in  the  security  and 
necessities  of  that  pressure,  should  not  be  relieved  against 
when  the  pressure  is  over,  and  our  me«na  have  become 
ample,  is  to  make  a  mockery  of  justice,  and  to  profkoe 
every  principle  of  good  faith. 

But  conttder  a  httle  fartjier  the  history  of  those  pro- 
ceedings,  on  the  supposition  that  the  five  years'  full  pay 
was  an  ample  equivalent  to  all.  Was  it  either  paid  or  ^t- 
cured  to  them  in  such  manner  as  to  become  any  thing 
like  a  substantial  fulfilment  of  the  promise  ?  Though  the 
act  idlowed  Cpn^ress  to  give  the  officers  money  or  secu* 
rities^  and  though  these  last  might  be  in  the  form  pre' 
scribed  for  other  creditors,  yet  the  act  contemplated  giv 
ing  them  money  or  money's  worth,  else  it  doubly  violated 
the  fijrroer  engagement  to  give  them  half  pay  fur  life. 
The  v<ry  nature  of  half  pay,  or  of  any  commutation  for 
it*  implies  that  it  should  be  actually  p^d^  or  so  secured  as 
to  raise  the  money  whenever  it  becomes  due.  They  were 
here  intended  as  means  for  immediate  maintenance  or 
business  to,  those  who,  by  peace,  would  be  thmwn  out  of 
their  accustomed  employment  and  support.  This  is  too 
plain  fur  further  illustration ;  and,  in  conformity  with  these 
views,  Congress  forthwith  effected  a  loan  in  Europe,  and 
paid  in  money  all  the  foreign  officers  entitled  to  the  com* 
mutation.  But  how  were  the  petitioners  treated  ?  They 
did  not  obtain  a  dollar  in  money,  and  even  their  ccrtifi- 


wards  mude.for  such  officers  as  were  either  absent^or  pre- 1  cates  were  not  delivered  till  six  or  nine  months  after  \\\e\t 
ae»t,  ai)d  diiuenting.  \  right  to  half  pay  accrued  {  and  when  received^  so  lar  fhrni 

No  evidence  can  now  be  found,  however,  of  any  accept-  j  being  secured  by  pledges  or  requisitions  rendering  them 
Mee,even  by.majorities,inanyof  the  lines,  till  after  the'ex-  valuable  as  money,  the  officers  could  not  obtain  for  them 
piraUotii  joC  the  six  months  prescribed.  But  a  report  of  { in  the  market  over  one-fifth  of  their  nominal  amount. 
Oie  Se«ret*ry  of  War,  dated  Q<?t.  31, 1783,  (8  Journals  of  |  The  receipts  given  fer  these  certificates  tntly  omitted  to 
Congmsa^  47$>)'  enumerates  cei-taio  lines  and  individuals,  j  state  that  they  were  in  full  payment  of  eitlier  the  coii>mu- 
tlwit  bad  thisn  signified  their  acceptance.  R  would  be  tation  or  the  half  pay.  By  such  means,  these  petiti»neiv, 
difficult,  as  might  be  e?[i^cted,  ia  nod  among  the  indivi^  { to  supply  the  then  existing  wants  of  ihemselves  and  fami- 
(hials  ntined.  ime  who  still  survives.  Those,  then  the  [  lies,  which  was  the  le^timate  object  of  both  the  half  pay 
yOttfifeat  and  now  surviving,  must  have  f&lt  .deeply  tbe  j  and  its  commutation,  in  fact  realized  only  one  instead  of 
inequality  Dfo^^ed ;  and  if  mo»t  of  thcip  had  not  been  five  years'  full  pay,  or  only  two  years'  Italf  pay  instead  of 
abKQt^n  uwlough,  by  a  rcdolve  of  Congressi  after  peace  !  half  pi^  fur  life. 
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If  this  was  i  sabsfantial  ftiMlment  of  the  promise  to 
them,  I  tbink-it  woiild  be  difBcult  to  define  what  would 
have  been  a  defectiye»  delusive,  and  unmibBtantial  fuHU- 
ment.    Biit  it  has  been  suggested,  that  the  petitioners 
miglit  all  hare  retuned  their  certificates  tiU  afterwards 
funded,  and  in  that  event  have  escsped  loss.     Can  gen* 
t]emen,  however,  fomi^that  the  very  design  of  half  pay 
was  to  fumiah  daily  rood  and  raiment,  ami  not  a  fuila  to 
be  deposited  in  bank  for  posterity  }  and  that,  though  the 
use  of  a  portion  of  it,  if  all  had  been  paid  at  once*  might 
have  been  postponed  to  a  fiature  period,  yet  their  neces* 
sities  utterly  forbade  most  €^  them  fnun  not  resorting, 
forth  i^ith,  to  a  single  year's  pay,  which  was  the  entire 
value  of  the  whole  certificate  }    It  is  another  part  of  the 
distressing  histoiy  of  this  case,  that  if,  on  the  contrary, 
every  oflicer  had  retained  |iis  certificate  till  funded,  his 
loss  on  it  would  have  been  very  near  onO'third  of  its 
amount.     But  on  this  point  I  shaU  not  dwell,  as  its  parti* 
culars  are  more  recent  and  familiar.     It  will  suffice  to  re- 
call to  your  minds,  that  the  provision  made  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  these  certificates  in  A.»  D.  1790,  was  not  by  mo- 
ney, nor  virtiTslly  to  their  full  amount,  but  by  opening  a 
loan,  payable  in  those  certificates,  and  a  scrip  of  stock 
given  for  them  on  these  terms :  one  third  of  the  principal 
was  to  draw  no  interest  whatever  for  ten  years  ?  and  all 
the  interest  then  due  was  to  draw  thereafter  only  three 
per  cent.      Without  going  into  any  caJcuialions'of  the 
Y'alue  of  different  kinds  of  stock,  under  different  ctncum- 
stances,  it  is  obvious  that  such  a  payment  or  security  was 
not  worth  so  much,  by  nearly  a  third,  as  the  money  would 
luive  been  worth,  or  as  scrip  would  have  been  wortli  fbr 
the  whole  then  due  on  six  per  cent,  interest. 

It  is  true  that  this  loian  was  in  form  voluntary  {  but  it  is 
equally  trtie  that,  as  no  other  provision  was  made  for  pay- 
ment, no  alternative  remkined  but  to  accept  the  teems 
Hence,  if  the  officer  sold  his  certificate  from  necessity, 
he  obtained  only  one«fifUi  of  the  amount  therein  promised  i 
or,  if  he  retained  it,  he  obtained  only  about  two-thirds  of 
that  amount. 

What  renders  this  circumstance  still  more  striking,  we 
ourselves  have  in  this  way  saved,  and  reduced  our  na- 
tional debt  below  what  it  would  have  been,  many  millions 
of  dollars-^from  13  to  15, 1  believe^— and  yet,  now  in  our 
prosperity,  hesitate  to  restore  what  was  taken  in  part 
mm  these  very  men,  and,  when  not  from  them,  taken 
fit>m  others  on  account  of  their  speculations  on  these  very 
men,  and  their  associates  in  arms.  It  wasM  the  time  of 
the  funding  thought  just,  and  attempted  by  some  of  our 
ablest  stateamen  to  provide  some  retribution  to  th«f  origi- 
nal holders  of  certificates  for  the  losses  that  had  been 
sustained  tun  them— to  provide  in  some  way  a  partial  re- 
storation. But  the  inherent  difficulty  of  the  subject,  and 
the  low  state  of  our  resources,  prevented  us  from  com- 
pleting any  such  arrangement,  though  we  were  not  pre- 
vented from  saving  to  the  Government,  out  of  those  vtry 
certificates,  and  similar  ones,  ten  times  the  amount  now 
proposed  for  these  petitionere. 

On  this  state  of  facts,  tlien,  I  hold  these  concluuoiis. 


rity  \  and  where  the  debt  itself  was,  as  in  the  present 
case,  the  price  of  blood  Uvishcd  for  the  creditor,  the 
wages  of  tliose  suflTerings  and  toih,  vhich  secured  our 
present  liberties,  and  fill  the  brightest  page  of  glory  in 
our  country's  history.  The  great  mil'iUry  leader  of  tlie 
Revolution  has  given  his  sanction  to  this  measure,  in  the 
stTOogett  teitns,  when,  calling  to  mind  the  Uon  hearts,  and 
eagle  eyes,  that  had  surrounrled  ajid  sustained  him  in  all 
his  arduous  trials,  and  reflecting  that  they,  not  soldiers  by 
profession,  nor  adventurers,  but  citizens,  with  tender  tics 
of  kindred  and  friendsliip.  and  with  cheering  prospecto  in 
civil  life^  had  abandoned  all  to  follow  him,  and  to  sink  or 
swim  with  the  sacred  cause  m  which  he  had  enlisted,  he 
invoked  towards  them  the  justice  of  his  country,  and  ex-' 
pressed  the  fullest  confidence,  that "  a  country  rescued  by 
their  arms  wiD  never  leave  unpaid  the  debt  of  gratitude  " 
It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  a  measure  like  this  would 
remove  a  stain  from  our  hbtory.  Its  moml  influence  on 
our  population,  in  futurie  wars,  for  wars  we  must  expect, 
again  and  again  ;  its  consonance  with  those  religious  as 
well  as  moral  principles  of  perfect  justice,  wtiich,  in  n 
Republic,  are  the  anchor  and  sslvation  of  all  that  is  valu> 
able  (  Its  freedom,  I  trust,  from  political  prejudice  and 
party  feeling— all  strengthen  th^  other  reasons  for  its 
speedy  adoption. 

Nor  have  the  imputations  against  it,  as  a  local  measure, 
been  at  all  well  founded.  What  is  rigtit  or  just  in  regard 
to  contracts,  is  right  witliout  regard  to  the  residence  of 
individuals,  whether  in  the  East,  the  West,  or  the  South. 
But,  independent  of  that  conaideration,  these  venerable 
worttiies^  though  once  much  more  numerous  at  the  North 
than  elsewhere,  have  «noe  followed  the  enterprises  of 
their  children,  and  pushed  their  own  broken  fortunes  to 
every  stcUon  of  the  Union.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain 
perfect  accuracy  as  to  their  numbers  and  rcaidence.  But 
by  correspondence  and  verbal  inquiries,  it  is  ascertahied 
that  4  or  5  survive  in  New  Hampshire^  from  30  to  35  in 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  5  or  6  in  Rhode  Island,  5  in 
Vermont,  16  in  Connecticut,  30  in  New  York,  13  in  New 
Jersey,  18  in  Pennsylvania,  3  in  Delaware,  19  in  Mary- 
land,  33  to  38  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  10  to  12  in  Ohio, 
13  or  15  in  the  Carolinas,  and  5  or  6  in  Georgia.  As,  by 
the  annuity  tables,  something  like  250  ouglit  now  to  be 
alive,  the  computations  have  been  made  on  a  medium  of 
230  between  the  number  ascertained  and  the  coiljectural 
nuipber. 

The  question,  then,  is  of  a  general,  public  nature,  and 
presents  the  single  point,  whether,  in  the  late  language 
of  an  eloquent  statesman  of  New  York,  these  veterana 
shall  any  longer  remain  ••  living  monunienu  of  the  neglect 
of  their  country.*' 

Alt  the  foreigD  officers,  whose  claims  rested  on  the 
same  resolve,  were,  as  1  have  before  staled,  promptly 
paid  in  specie  ;  and  their  illustrious  leader,  Lafhyette,  by 
whose  side  these  petitioners  faced  equal  tails  and  dangers, 
has  been  since  loaded  with  both  money  and  applause. 
Bven  the  Tories,  who  deserted  the  American  cause,  aud 
_  adhered  to  one  so^uch  less  holy  and  pure,  have,  been 

That  what  is  hortett,  and  moral,  and  honorable,  between  fully  and  foithfully  rewarded  hy  England  :  and  it  now  re- 
debtor  and  creditor  in  private  life,  is  so  in  public  life,  j  mains  \Vith  the  Senate  to  decide,  not  whether  the  sum 
That  a  creditep  of  the  public  should  be  treated  with  at ;  proposed  shall   be  bestowed  in  mere  charity,  however 


least  equal,  if  not  greater  kindness,  than  the  creditor  of 
an  individual.  That  when  the  embarrassments  of  a  debtor 
give  rise  to  a  mode  of  pasrment  altogether  inadequate  to 
what  ia  justly  doe,  and  this  kind  of  payment  is  forced 
upon  the  creditor  by  the  necessities  of  either  party,  the 
debtor  ought,  when  relieved  from  his  embarrassments  or 
necearitles,  to  make  ample  rertitution.  Tlynt  it  is  the  die- 
Ute  of  eveiy  moral  and  honorable  feeling  to  supply  the 
d^ciency  %  and  especially  should  the  debtor  do  this 
where  the  inadequacy  wafc  more  than  fbur-fifUis  of  the  j 
#holie  debt «  where  the  debtor,  by  a  part  of  the  arrange- 
mans  saved  millions  to  contribute  to  his  present  prospe*  < 


charity  may  bless  both  him  that  gives  and  hhn  that  takes  i 
nor  in  mere  gratitude,however  sensible  the  petitioners  may 
be  to  the  influence  of  either ;  but  whether,  let  these  consi- 
derationsoperate  as  they  may,  the  oflioers  should  be  re 
moneratedibr  their  losses,  on  thoac.  broad  principles  of 
eteri-.al  justice  which  are  the  oement  of  society,  and  which, 
without  a  wound  to  their  delicacy  and  h<Niest  pride,  will^ 
in  that  event,  prove  the  solace  and  staff  of  their  deoliijing 
years. 

I  shall  detain  the  Senate  no  longer,  except  to  oflTer  a  few 
remaps  on  the  computations,On  which  the  sum  $  1,100,000 
b  proposed  as  the  proper  one  fbr  filling  the  Mknk.     Va- 
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riou8  estimates,  on  variuus  hypothesest  are  annexed  to 
the  report  in  this  case  ;  and  otnera  will  doubtless  occur  to 
diflTerent  gentlemen.  But  if  any  just  one  amounts  to  abotit 
the  sum  proposed,  no  captious  objection  will,  I  trust,  be 
offered  on  account  of  any  trifling'  cfifTerence.  It  is  impos- 
sible, in  such  cases,  to  attain  perfect  accuracy  ;  but  the 
estimates  are  correct  enough,  probably,  for  tlie  present 
purpose. 

The  Comrhittee  have  proposed  a  sum  in  gross,  rather 
than  a  half  pay  or  annuity,  because  more  appropriate  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  because  more  accept- 
•ble^  for  the  reasons  that  originally  gave  rise  to  the  com* 
mutation. 

On  the  ground  that  these  officers  were,  in  1783,  justly 
entitled  to  two  years'  more  full  pay,  as  a  fair  equivalent 
for  half  pay  during  life ;  and  there  being  330  of  them  of 
the  rank  supposed  in  the  report,  their  monthly  pay  would 
be  about  $30  each.  This,  for  two  years,  wuuld  be  $  720 
each  t  or  $  165,600  due  to  these  petitioners  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  over  and  above  what  they  then  received  cer- 
ti6cates  for.  The  interest  on  that,  for  44  years,  would  be 
$  437,184,  which,  added  to  the  principal,  make  $  602,7  S4. 
If  to  that  be  added  what  they  lost  on  their  certiflc;  tes 
by  depreciation,  which,  at  foiu'-fifths,  was  $331,200,  .nd 
the  sum,  without  any  interest  on  tlie  depreciat  on, 
amounts  to  $  933,984,  or,  with  interest,  to  more  th;  n  a 
million  and  a  half  t  or,  if  the  depreciation  be  considc  *ed 
seven-eighths,  as  it  really  was,  the  sum  would  be  till 
larger.  On  the  other  hand,  if  nothing  be  allowed  for  de- 
preciation on  the  certificates,  but  one-third  be  considc  *ed 
as  lost  in  funding,  that  one-third,  in  A.  D.  1791,  wi  ild 
be  about  $204,240,  and  interest  since  would  swe  1  it 
to  1645,434,  which,  added  to  the  two  years'  pay  not 
received,  and  interest  on  that  pay,  makes  the  wl  ule 
$1,348,218. 

Another  view  of  the  case,  which  seems  to  me  the  i  ;ost 
techmeal,  and  which  steers  clear  of  Any  difficulty  a1  out 
the  loss  either  by  depreciation  or  funding,  will  leac    to 
about  the  same  result  as  to  the  amount.    It  is  this.     On 
the  ground  that  seven  years'  full  pay  was  th(>  smallest  mm 
which,  in  A.  D.  1783,  could  be  deemed  a  fair  equiva  ent 
for  the  half  pay  for  life,  then  the  petitioners  got  ce  tifi- 
cates  for  only  five*sevenths  of  their  half  pay  ;  or,  in  c  her 
words,  five  sevenths  of  their  half  pay  was  extingui:  led 
and  pud.     The  other  two-sevenths,  then,  has  anni  ally 
accrued  since,  and  will  continue  to  accnie  while  tht  pe- 
titioners survive.     This  two-sevenths  being  $51  42  per 
year  to  each  officer,  or  $11,826  to  these  officers,  w  'Uld 
amount  at  this  time  to  $  520,344 ;  and  the  interest  at  tru- 
ing on  it  during  only  35  years,  would  make  it  exceec  the 
$1,100,000  proposed.    The  amount  is  fairly  reachet    by 
this  view  of  the  case,  without  a  single  cent  for  eithe  de- 
preciation or  loss  in  funding,  and  thus  does  not  indir*  ctly 
touch  a  single  fact  or  principle  upon  which  a  sii  lilar 
allowance  could  be  made  to  any  body  besides  these  offi- 
cers.    Gallant,  and  meritorious,  and  suffering,  as  -.vere 
the  soldiers,  and  none  could  be  more  so  «  worthy  an  :l  af- 
fectionate as  may  have  been  the  surviving  widows ;  and 
distinguished  as  may  have  been  many  of  tlie  offi  :er8' 
heifs  for  filial  and  generous  devotion  to  smooth  thei  ■  de- 
clining years  ( they  all  stand  on  their  own  cases  and  roe  rits. 
None  of  them  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  who 
reported  this  bill  $  and  they  can  all  be  provided  for  oiher- 
wiac  this  session,  or  hereafter  if  thought  proper.     Ler.  the 
present  appropriation  be  tried  first  on  its  own  grounds, 
and  then  by  subsequent  amendments  of  this  bill,  or  by 
new  bills,  let  an  appropriation  for  other  classes  of  per  Jons 
be  also  tried  on  its  own  grounds.     All  I  ask  and  emreat 
is,  Uiat  if,  either  in  strict  law  or  in  justice,  whether  ground- 
ed upon  the  original  defective  commutation,  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  certificates,  or  the  loss  in  funding,  any  n^em- 
ber  is  convinced  that  the  sum  proposed  to  tliese  officers 
is  a  fair  one,  that  he  will  first  consider  the  case  of  the 


officers,  and  support  this  motion.  If  any  think  a  differ- 
ent soni  more  proper,  I  hope  they  will  propose  that  suod 
in  due  time,  and  thus  let  the  sense  of  the  Senate  be  fully 
expressed  upon  one  case  at  a  time,  and  upon  the  onfy 
case  now  duly  before  us.  In  this  manner  only  can  any 
thing  ever  be  accomplished. 

The  amount  of  the  sum  now  peoposed  cannot  be  ob- 
jected to  on  the  (^unds  that  doubtless  caused  the  losses 
and  sufferings  which  we  are  now  seeking  to  redress.  The 
country,  during  the  Revolution,  and  at  its  close,  would 
hanlly  have  been  unwilling  to  bestow  twice  the  amount, 
had  its  resources  permitted.  But  now,  such  have  been 
our  rapid  advances  in  wealth  and  greatness  by  means  of 
the  rights  and  libeities  the  valor  of  these  men  contributed 
so  largely  to  secure,  that  the  very  public  land  tbey  de- 
ferded,  if  not  won,  yields  every  year  to  our  treasury  more 
tlttn  the  whole  appropriation .  One-twentieth  of  our  pre- 
sent annual  revenue  exceeds  it.  A  fivction  of  the  cost  of 
the  public  buildings «  the  expense  of  two  or  three  ships 
of  the  line  ;  one-tenth  of  what  has  been  saved  to  our  iia* 
ticnal  debt  in  the  funding  system  {  a  tax  of  ten  cents  per 
he  id  on  our  population,  only  a  single  twelvemcmth  {  either 
of  them  would  remove  all  this  reproach. 

8ut,  whatever  might  be  the  cost,  I  would  say,  in  all 
pr  icticable  cases,  be  just»  and  fear  not.  Let  no  illiberal 
or  evasive  feeling  blast  the  hopes  of  these  venerable  pa- 
tri  its.  Much  longer  delay  will  do  this  as  effectually  ss  a 
hs'd  hearted  refusal ;  since  the  remains  of  Uiem  are  almost 
ds  ly  fC<>ing  down  to  the  city  of  silence.  Either  drive 
th  iva  then  at  once  from  your  doors,  with  taunts,  and  in 
dc  spur,  or  sanction  the  claim.  So  fiir  as  regarda  my  siiv 
gl3  self,  before  1  would  another  year  endure  the  stignra 
of>ither  injustice  or  ingratitude  to  men  like  these,  I 
wo'ild  vote  to  stop  every  species  of  splendid  missions  i  1 
would  cease  to  talk  of  Alleghany  canals  {  I  would  let  the 
cepitol  crumble  to  atoms  for  want  of  appropriations;  and 
ini'oduce  retrenchment  from  the  palace  to  the  humblest 
doorkeeper. 

U  hss  formerly  been  said,  that  if  these  officers  are  re* 
litr.ed,  so  must  be  those  of  the  late  war.  But,  desen  ing 
as  'vere  these  last,  the  cause  in  which  they  fought  requuxad 
much  inferior  sacrifices  ;  they  were  not  contending  under 
tV  <-  stigma  of  traitors,  liable  to  the  halter « they  were  lb  e- 
n*\  y  and  promptly  paid:  and  whatever  small  dep'ec;auon 
m.iy  liave  existed  in  the  treajwiry  notes  taken  for  tht  ir 
n  onthly  pay,  it  was  infinitely  less  than  the  losses  sustain- 
el  bv  these  petitioners  on  their  monthly  pay,  and  for 
i»  nich  they  neither  ask  nor  expect  rel.f  f. 

One  other  consideration,  and  I  will  vi.  this  time  troi  ble 
t)'^  Senate  no  longer.  The  long  lapse  of  time  since  the 
c'aim  originated  has  been  objected  formerly  to  its  succ  ;ss. 
Bt  t  what  honest  .individual  shelters  himscW  under  a  4ta- 
til  e  of  limitation,  if  conscious  that  his  promise  lias  not 
bten  substantially  fulfilled  ?  Under  sucli  circumstances, 
it  is  no  defence,  either  in  the  court  of  conscience,  or  m  a 
curt  of  honor;  and  Cong^ss  have  oflen  shown  tlieir 
lii  erality  in  waiving  it,  where  expressly  provided  to  bar 
an  application. 

fiere  no  express  bar  has  ever  been  provided.  Before 
tl*eir  first  application,  the  officers  waited  till  A.  D.  ISIO, 
u  hen  old  age  and  infirmity  rendered  them  more  needy, 
a  id  when  many  years  of  prosperity  had  rendered  their 
c  >untry  more  able.  However  numerous,  and  technical, 
a  id  evasive,  may  have  been  the  objections  since  iiiter- 
posed,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  in  performing  their 
portion  of  the  compact,  however  neglected  as  to  foo^l  or 
wages,  they  never  were  heard  to  plead  excuses  or  eva- 
sions, however  appalling  the  danger,  whether  roused  by 
a  midnight  alarm,  or  invited  to  join  a  forlorn  hope. 

Like  others,  too,it  may  be  imputed  to  them  in  deroga* 
tion,  that  they  were  '*  military  chiefuins."  But  if,  as  such 
for  a  time,  they  did,  like  others,  nobly  help  **  to  fill  the 
measure  of  their  coilntry's  glory*"  so,  like  others  pf  that 


1S7 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


iSB 


jAir.  U,  1828.] 


Surviving  Offieen  of  ike  Revolution. 


[SENATE. 


cUus»  they  bave  often  distinguished  thcmielves  in  forUms, 
cabinets,  and  hails  of  legislation. 

Whatever  "honor  and  gratitude"  they  have  yet  re- 
ceived, is  deeply  engraven  on  their  hearts;  but  ihey  now 
also  need — ^and  they  ask,  only  because  they  need-^tbe 
additional  rewards  of  substantial  justice. 

It  remains.  Sir,  for  us,  whose  rights  they  defended  and 
Mved,  to  say  whether  they  shall  longer  ask  that  justice 
in  vain. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed,  that  no  man  could  have  a 
higher  respect  than  himself  for  the  worthies  of  the  Re" 
volution  ;  and  if  the  soldiers,  as  well  as  the  officers,  were 
included  in  the  proviuons  of  the  bill,  be  should  probably 
vote  for  it.  But  he  wished  to  make  some  inquiries.  In 
the  first  place,  it  appeared,  that  these  officers  had  been 
paid  by  the  commutation,  which  they  accepted,  and  by 
which  they  received  five  years'  full  pay.  Tne  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  however,  says,  that  they  did  not  ac- 
cept these  conditions,  because  it  was  decided  upon  by  a 
vole,  in  which  those  opposed  to  it  had  no  opportunity  of 
refusiwg  it.  But  I  would  inquire,  whether  the  chairman 
has  any  means  of  ascertaining  who  voted  for,  and  who 
against  it.  For,  cerUinly,  if  an  officer  did  vote  for  it,  he 
ought  to  abide  by  his  vote.  And  if  he  voted  against  it, 
and  yet  accepted  it,  he  was  equally  bound' to  be  content 
with  it. 

Mr.  C.  was  adverse  to  sny  exclusive  provision  like  the 
present.  He  thought  the  sjldiers  equally  entitled  to  re- 
ward  with  the  officers  $  and  ^^-as  of  opinion  that  the  for- 
mer fared  much  harder  than  the  latter.  He  was  there- 
fore against  giving  the  officers  in  preference  to  the  sol- 
diers who  fought  by  their  side. 

He  would  ask  another  question.  He  wanted  to  know 
why,  if  the  officers  now  survivinf?  had  an  equitable 
chum  upon  the  Government,  the  widows  and  children  of 
those  who  have  died  since  the  Revolution,  had  not  an 
equal  claim  ?  And  why,  said  Mr.  C,  if  justice  is  to  be 
done,  should  it  not  begtneral  in  its  application  ?  He  did 
not  beUeve  justice  required  this  bill ;  impartial  justice,  at 
any  rate,  would  not  be  done  by  it.  He  knew  tlie  danger 
there  was  in  saying  any  thing  against  Rcvohitionary 
claims.  But  he  wished  to  be  just  ben>re  he  was  grenerous. 
Ue  had  seen  enough  of  this  kind  of  partial  legislation, 
and  desired  that  an  end  might  be  put  to  it.  If  this  was 
to  be  the  beginning,  he  wished  to  know  where  they 
should  end  }  If  the  whole  subject  must  be  acted  upon, 
he  wanted  to  take  up  the  whole  at  once,  when  he  should 
vote  accoirdingly.^ 

Mr.  wot) I) BURY,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  made  by 
the  gfentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  CsAiraxKB]  in  relation 
to  the  votes  of  the  officers  for  receiving  the  connmutation, 
begged  leave  to  repeat,  a  little  more  in  rletail,  the  curious 
piece  of  history  that  existed  as  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
commutation  act.  It  required  the  lines  of  the  Army,  at 
the  farthest,  to  give  their  acceptance  within  six  months 
from  the  time  of  its  passage.  Inhere  was  no  evidence 
that  it  was  accepted  by  any  one  individual,  or  line,  until 
after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  that  time  :  and 
the  only  evidence  of  any  acceptance,  at  any  time,  by  any 
line,  was  a  report  from  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  show- 
ing that  9onte  of  the  lines,  and  not  all  of  them,  had  ac- 
cepted. [Mr.  W.  here  read  the  Secretary's  report,  show- 
ing which  of  the  lines  hjid  accepted,  together  with  some 
select  corps  and  individnals.]  He  intended  to  mention, 
when  he  was  up  before,  that  the  older  officers,  who  indi 
vidually  accepted,  received  the  full  equivalent,  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  certificates  ;  because  they  could  not  ex* 
pect  to  live  long,  and  five  years  was  a  fair  and  liberal  com- 
mutation for  their  half  pay.  But  with  tlie  subordinate 
and  younger  officers,  the  case  was  different ;  they  could 
fiurly  calculate  on  living  longer  than  the  others,  and  by 


longer  period  than  the  five  years.     Besides,  a  great  por* 


tion  of  the  younger  officers  had  gone  home  on  furlough, 
when  the  question  was  decided  in  the  lines  ;  peace  waa 
daily  expected,  and  they  had  been  permitted  by  a  vote  of 
Congress,  to  visit  their  families,  so  that  they  were  not 
present  when  the  vote  was  taken.    In  reUtion  to  the  other 
question  asked  by  the  gentleman,  as  to  why  the  widows 
of  the  deceased  officers  were  not  provided  ibr  by  the  bill» 
he  observed,  that  they  were  not  considered  the  proper 
objecu  either  of  the  charity  or  justice  of  the  old  Congress^ 
but  only  their  husbands.    The  half  pay  and  commutation 
were  personal,  and  for  personal  services.  Neither  were  the 
widows  tlie  legal  heuv  of  their  husbands,  and  entitled  on 
that  ground  {  though  if  they  were,  it  wouki  beutterly  im- 
posuble,  such  was  the  number  of  hevs,  the  claims  of  era* 
ditors  of  the  deceased,  and  th^^  length  of  time  and  diffi* 
culty  of  evidence  on  this  subject,  to  provide  for  them. 
But  he,  for  one,  and  he  could  speak  also  for  his  colleagues 
in  the  committee,  was  not  disposed  to  be  less  charitable 
or  gallant  to  the  widows,  than  the  gentleman  flt>nr  Maine. 
He  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  give  to  the  widows  of 
the  surviving  officers  an  annuity  for  the  short  period  of 
life  yet  remaining  to  them.     This,  as  they  did  not  proba- 
bly exceed  100,  and  the  annuity  should  not  be  over  one 
third  half  pay,  would  not  amoimt  to  much,  not  probably 
to  more  than  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  a  gross  sum,  as 
they  could  not  be  expected  to  live  more  than  ten  years 
longer.      The  sum  provided  for  in  the  bill  would  be  suf. 
ficient  to  cover  their  claim,  as  a  deduction  was  to  be 
made  for  all  that  had  been  puid  to  officers  under  the  pen- 
sion act.   .  With  respect  to  that  class  of  soldiers  who 
were  entitled  to  $  80  bounty  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
would  be  perfectly  w'dling  to  include  their  claim,  and 
the  sum  in  the  bill  would  be  sufficient  also  for  that  pur- 
pose.    But  he  had  protested,  in  his  argument,  against 
any  construction  being  given  to  pay  those  officers  on  any 
other  ground  than  that  of  coutract— about  the  half  pay  : 
they  did  not  make  any  cUim  on  account  of  depreciation 
of  the  certificates  they  received  for  their  monthly  wages  : 
and  hence,  faithful  and  brave,  and  commendable,  as  wei« 
the  soldiers  they  could  not  cUim  to  be  included  in  the 
bill  for  depreciation  in  their  monthly  wages. 

It  had  just  been  suj^posed  that  if  this  bill  passed,  a  most 
enormouii  sum  of  money  would  be  paid  to  each  of  those 
officers.  But  such  was  not  the  fact.  It  had  been  ascer- 
Umed,  that  there  were  at  least  about  two  hundred  offi. 
cers  now  living;  ar.d  taking  two  hundred  and  thirty  as 
the  basis  on  winch  to  make  an  estimate,  there  would  be 
only  about  #4,300  paid  to  eacli  individual— whereas,  if 
the  commutation  act  had  not  passed,  they  would  justly 
be  entitled  to  more  than  three  times  that  sum. 

Mr.  BKANCU  said,  that  he  had  listened  with  great 
pleasure  to  the  able  exposition  of  tlie  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  [Mr.  Woodbuht.]  His  feelings  were  warm- 
ly enlisted  in  behalf  of  those  Revolutionary  worthier , 
tor  he  too  felt  grateful  for  their  services  and  privations  in 
the  cause  of  their  country.  He  had  labored  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety  of  voting  this  appropriation  for 
the  lew  surviving  officers,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  private 
soldiers  \  but  his  mind  was  still  in  doubt.  It  was  fair  to 
presume,  from  the  laborious  investigation  of  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  addressed  the  Senate,  in  his  usual  for- 
cible manner,  that  all  that  could  be  said  in  their  behalf, 
was  contained  in  the  argument  just  delivered. 

If  doubts  exist  when  one  side  only  has  been  heard,  are 
we  not  justified  in  asking  for  further  time  for  reflection 
and  examination  ?  Por  that  purpose  he  hAd  now  risen. 
He  presumed  many  Senators feh  hke  himself. 

The  Chairman  had  set  out  by  addressing  the  justice  of 
Congress,  and  basing  the  claim  on  the  strict  letter  of  the 
compact,  which  he  boldly  asserted  could  not  be  resisted. 


every  estimate  made  by  annuitants  on  the  probable  du- 1  He  concluded  by  making  a  pathetic  appeal  to  the  libenil- 
ration  of  life>  they  were  entitled  to  a  commtttati<ui  for  a  |  ity  and  patriotism  of  gentlemen.    Ue,  [Mr.  B.]  was  fully 
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PertiTaded,  that  the  two  arntments  did  not  fit ;  they  could 
not  stiind  aide  by  «ide  \  they  were  trreconcUeable  with 
each  other. 

If  the  officers  are  entitled,  according  to  the  strict  letter 
of  the  compact,  then  there  is  no  propriety  in  attempting^ 
to  rouse  our  feelings,  and  enlist  our  sympatliies  in  their 
behalf.  Let  justice  be  done,  at  all  hazards.  Again,  if 
th^ir  dahn  is  a  legal  claim,  then  it  is  abundantly  mani- 
fest, that  it  must  survive  to  their  legal  representatives  \ 
and  we  are  under  as  strong  obligatidnh  to  provide  far  the 
widows  and'  orphans  of  the  two  or  three  thousand  who 
sleep  with  their  fathers^  4s  the  two  or  three  hundred  who 
happen  to  tie  now  in  existence.  He  was  also  inclined  to 
beneve  that  the  claims  of  the  private  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  rested  on  as  solid  a  foundation  as  those  uf 
the  offitcers,  for  they  too  had  suffered  by  depreciation .  He 
never  would  consent  to  place  the  officer,  who  had  reaped 
the  Ikurels  <*f  victory,  on  a  different  foundation  from  the 
private  soldier,  who  tftood  by  the  flag  of  his  country,  sti- 
mulated  alone  by  patriotism.  That  he  might  have  time 
for  reflection  and  examination,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next.  . 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bkanch,]  whether  his  object  would 
not  be  eqnally  well  attained  by  moving  an  adjournment. 
That  would  give  him  ample  time  to  investigate  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  and  fully  inform  himself  on  the 
subject  The  gentleman  proposed  making  this  bill  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next ;  but  he  would  state, 
that  there  arc  many  imporUnt  bills  the  ordA«  of  the 
day,  about  that  time,  with  which  this  might  probably 
come  in  conflict.  He  would  further  state,  that  there 
were  several  of  the  officers  now  in  the  city,  awaiting  the 
decision  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  their  claims.  He  there- 
fore hoped  the  gentleman  would  consent  to  an  adjourn- 
ment,  in  order  that  the  biH  might  not  be  delayed. 

Mr.  BRANCH  then  withdrew  his  motion. 


FmiviT,  Jawuaut  25,  1828. 
GENKRAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
General  Government  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
whether  tlie  Government  had  not  sent  a  Minister  to  Co- 
lombta  i  and,  if  so,  why  an  outfit  was  not  found  in  the  ap 
propriations .' 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar>;land,  said,  that  the  bill  had  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  as  it  came  from 
the  other  House.  He  thought  it  rather  extraordinary, 
that  no  appropriation  had  been  made  for  the  object  men- 
tioned by  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  On  reference  to 
the  estimates,  he  also  found  no  notice  made  of  an  outfit 
to  the  Minister  at  Colombia. 

Mr.  P  ARRIS  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  which  reported  it,  that  they  might  inquire 
whether  a  person  appointed  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Minister  to  Colombia  had  been,  was  entitled  to  an  outfit. 

Mr.  RING  objected  to  the  recommitment,  as.  so  much 
time  would  be  consumed  by  sucli  a  course. 

^:r.  SM  Tfl,  of  Maryland,  also  made  some  further  ex- 
planations ;  when  &lr.  PARRIS  withdrew  his  motion  to 
recommit. 

The  question  then  occurred  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  on  which  a  desultory  debate  arose  relative  to  the 
outfits  of  Charge  d'Aff*aires. 

Mr.  HAYNE  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  matter — the 
purport  of  which  was,  that  Secretaries  of  Legation,  ap- 
pointed Charges,  were  entitled  to  outfits.  Even  in  the 
case  of  John  A.  King,  who  was  deputed  by  his  father,  it 
was  allowed  \  and  it  was  a  general  practice  to  give  an  out- 
fit  whenever  the  individual,  by  an  appointment,  changed 
hk  situmtion  to  ai  to  be  subjected  to  greater  expenses. 


Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louiiiiana,  thought  this  principle 
ought  to  be  settled  at  this  time,  if  possible.  He  consi- 
dered that  no  distinction  had  existed  between  a  Charge 
d'Affaires  appointed  by  tlie  Government,  and  one  de- 
puted  by  the  Minister.  The  reason  'or  this  was,  that  the 
same  change  of  circumstances,  calling  for  an  increase  of 
expenditure,  took  place  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

Mr.  EATON  read  the  law  of  1806,  the  words  of  which 
were,  that  an  outfit  should  be  paid  to  every  Minister  or 
Charge  cf^airea,  "  going  from  the  United  States" — and 
fitwn  which  he  argued  that,  unless  they  went  from  the 
United  Sutes,  thev  were  not  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,of  Maryland,and  Mr.  J OHNSTON,of  Loui- 
siana, opposed  the  construction  put  by  Mr.  EATON  upon 
the  words  of  the  law. 

Mr.  EATON  replied  in  support  of  his  previous  argu- 
ment 

Mr.  KANE  said,  that  this  question  was  suddenlv  pre- 
sented to  his  mind,  but  he  would  not  agfree  with  his 
fnend  fi«m  Tennessee  in  the  application  of  the  law  to  the 
precise  case  presented.  Is  a  Charge  d' Affaires  appointed 
by  the  President  and  Senate,  residing  at  the  -time  of  his 
appointment  out  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to  an  outfit? 
This  is  the  question  for  decision.  It  is  contended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  the  act  of  1800  applies 
the  outfit  to  a  person  "  on  hit  going  from  ike  Vnited 
States.*'  And  as  this  person  did  not  go  from  the  United 
.States,  but  resided  at  a  foreign  court,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
the  outfit.  Were  these  words  intended  to  fix  the  time 
when*  the  outfit  should  be  paid,  or  do  they  constitute  a 
condition,  without  which  it  cannot  be  paid  ?  As  the  rea- 
son of  the  payment  applied  equally  to  this  case  and  to 
one  where  the  individual  proceeded  fiwn  the  United 
States,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  felt  disposed  to  believe  that  parti- 
cular word  referred  to  the  time  of  payment  only. 
.  Mr.  KING  read  a  list  of  the  different  Secretaries  of  Le- 
gation appointed  to  be  Charges,  to  show  that  no  one  so 
appointed  by  a  Minister,  and  who  had  not  received  a  com- 
mission from  the  Government  subsequently,  liadbeen  al- 
I  lowed  an  outfit. 

After  some  further  remarka  by  Messrs.  JOHNSTON, 
of  Lou.  MACON,  BELL,  and  HAYNE,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  bill  providing  for  certain  Sur\-iying  Officers  of  the 
Revolution  then  came  up,  as  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  he  rose  to  reply  to  the  question 
put  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  to  the  committee 
which  reported  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  He  was  ask- 
ed why  the  committee  had  selected  300  or  400  out  of  the 
Revolutionary  officers  to  receive  the  beneficence  of  the 
Government.  lie  could  easily  shelter  the  committee  lor 
what  they  liad  done,  under  the  order  of  the  Senate,  which 
had  referred  to  them  the  particular  case  of  the  officers, 
and  no  other.  But,  as  he  had  nothing  to  conceal  in  rela- 
tion to  his  sentiments  on  this  subject,  he  would  say,  with- 
out hesitation,  that  no  other  description  of  Revolutionary 
claims  should  have  been  mingled  with  those  which  the 
bill  provided  for,  by  liis  vote.  The  other  Revolutionary 
claims  wliich  had  been  referred  to,  addressed  themselves 
to  the  gratitude,  the  honor,  and,  he  would  add,to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  nation ;  for  it  was  certainly  the  interest  of  every 
nation  to  discharge  claims  thus  supported.  In  addition 
to  these,  however,  the  claims  now  presented  rested  on 
the  basis  of  unfulfilled  compact— of  violated  law.  This 
was  the  ground  taken  by  the  committee,  maintained  by 
tiicir  report,  and,  in  his  opinion,  established  beyond  con- 
tradiction, by  the  able  argument  of  their  chairman.  ^  If 
tills  view  was  correct,  the  two  subjects  were  so  distinct 
that  thf»y  ought  not  to  be  blended.    But  does  this  evince. 
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upo«  tlic  part  of  the  committee,  any  akH>o«i^»on  to  r^ect 
or  disregard  the  chu?wi  of  the  private  soidievs  of  the  Be- 
volutW«  '    No.    J-et  my  friend  froip  North  Carolina,  aaid 
Mr,  H.,  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  a  further  proviaion  for 
this  remnant  of  the  roost  patriotic  ^rmy  that  the  world 
ever  saw,  and  he  wUI  find,  that,  go  as  far  as  he  may,  1 
will  not  he  behind  him  in  voting  them  effectual  telief. 
But  this  is  an  entirely  different  matter  j  the  committee 
have  told  you  that  it  can  he  supported  upon  principles  of 
law,  recognised  by  yeur  courts  of  jusUce.     Look,  ^ir, 
said  Mr.  U  V  upon  the  committee,  and  see  of  whom  it  was 
composed.     With  the  exception  of  xxo'self,  who,  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  requiring  legal  investigatioD,  could  give  tliem 
little  assistance,  where  would  you  go  to  find  four  men,* 
upon  whose  legal  opinions,  deliberately  formed,  the  na 
tion  might  rest  witli  more  perfect  security  ?    The  august 
tribunal,  your  highest  judicial  court,  now  in  session  in 
another  jwurt  of  this  building,  would  pay  the  utmost  re- 
spect to  tlieir  opinions,  and  would  long  hesitate  before 
Ihey  would  pronounce  one  in  opposition  to  such  authority. 
I  cannot  tliink  it  ncccssar)'  to  attempt  any  further  elu- 
cidation of  that  part  of  the  argument  of  this  case  which 
pUces  It  upon  the  ground  of  a  legal  claim,  and  not  of  a 
gratuiW.     Indeed,  it  would  be  presumptio^i  in  me  to  at- 
^pt  it,  after  the  Senator  irom  New  Hampshire.     I  shall, 
;hei!^fore,  content  myself  with  a  wngle  remark,  in  answer 
to  an  objection  made  by  the  Senator  from  Maine.     He 
asks  if  the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  certificates  for 
five  years'  full  pay  by  the  officers  is.npt  suiDcient  evidence 
of  their  acquiescence  in  ti*e 'proposition  made  by  Con- 
gress.    A  satisfactory  answer,  is,  1  think,  to  be  found  in 
the  actual  value  of  the  commutation  certificate  at  the 
time  tlwt  it  was  issued.    The  chairman  of  Ulc  committee 
has  stated  it  at  one  fifth  of  its  nominal  value,     1  have, 
however,  received  information  from  one  who  had  the  best 
means  of  knowing,  and  which  accords  with  what  1  have 
always  before  he^d,  that  it  did  not  exceed  one-tenth,  i.  e. 
ten  per  centum.     The  amount  of  the  commutation  certi- 
ficate for  a  captain  being  #2,400,  its  value  in  the  market 
would  then  be  *  240,  which  is  precisely  the  amount  of  a 
single  year's  half  pay.     Now,  would  any  one,  having  com- 
mon sense,  make  a  bargain  of  tliis  kind,  to  receive  a  sin- 
gle year's  half  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life  ?     Observe, 
1  P»y  y^"»  ^"*»  ^^^  commutation  certificate  wd»  a  very 
different  thing  from  the  certificates  given  to  both  ofliicers 
and  soldiers  lor  Uie  pay  due  to  them.    As  the  iiovero- 
ment  had  not  the  means  of  discharging  that  debt,  the 
clatmanU  had  no  alternative  but  to  accept  th&  evidence  of 
the  debt,  whatever  might  be  its  real  value  in  the  money 
market-    The  claimaints  of  the  half  pay  Imd  an  alterna- 
tive— !•  c.  tliat  of  adhering  to  then-  claim  of  half  pay  for 
life  i  and  thi»  it  was  so  obviously  their  interest  to  take, 
rather  than  the  otlier,  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  supposed 
that  the  taking  of  the  commutation  certificates  for  five 
years'  full  pay  from  the  officers  when  tbey  were  lodged, 
and  which  was  worth  only  one  year's  half  pay  at  the  time, 
was  considered  by  them  as  a  relinquisiimeut  of  any  fur- 
iher  cUiim-.    Even  such  of  the  ofiicei-a  as  were  obUged  to 
raise  money  for  immediate  use,  would  not  have  touched 
these  certificates  if  they  had  conceived  tbat  such  would 
be  the  effect  of  taking  them  ;  because  they  could  have 
sold  their  claim  for  half  pay  for  life  for  a  larger  sum  than 
they  could  obtain  for  the  certificate.     In  other  words, 
they  could  get  more  for  Uieir  cUums  by  dealing  with  the 
speculator  than  with  Government. 

It  woiild  hardly  be  considered  fair,  at  this  distant  pe- 
riod, to  ask  tlie  Irientls  of  iXm  bill  to  sliow  that  a  proper 
equivalent  was  given  fur  this  extraordinary  concession  up- 
on  the  part  of  tne  ContineuUl  Coiigie**  to  tlicoflicers  of 
the  Army.  It  would  be  sutlicient  for  us  to  provt;,  that 
the  compact  was  made  by  the  competent  authority,  act- 
ing in  behalf  of  the  American  States.     But  as  insinuations 


have  bcien  made^  oot  here,  but  elsewhere,  impeaohiDg 
not  Qnly  the  magnanimity,  but  the  patriotism  or  the  offi- 
cers, in  forcing  the  Government  into  the  measure  of  pro- 
mising tliem  half  pay  for  life,  I  think  it  proper  to  give  a 
sliort  account  of  tlie  origin  of  this  measure,  and  the  influ- 
ence which  produced  its  final  adoption.  This  is  due,  not 
only  to  the  offlcersb  but  is  necessary  to  a  proper  tuxder- 
standing  of  the  merits  of  the  case. 

The  commencement  of  the  fourtli  year  of  the  war  (1776) 
brought  with  it  no  encouraging  prospect  of  its  speedy 
and  successful  termination.  The  gigantic  project  of  the 
enemy  for  cutting  off  the  communication  of  the  Eastern 
with  the  Middle  aiul  Southern  States,  had,  indeed,  in  the 
preceding  year,  been  entirely  defeated.  But  although 
astonished  at  the  unlooked  for  intelligence  of  the  capture 
of  a  numerous,  gallant,  and  well  appointed  army,  the 
British  ministry  were  neither  appalled  nor  dislieartened. 
If  another  attempt  was  made  to  concifiate,  it  was  attended 
with  the  most  vigorous  exertions  to  achieve  by  arms  what 
could  not  be  obtauied  hy  negotiation.  Germany,  that 
store-house  of  armed  men,  was  ransacked  for  hirelings 
to  wage  war  upon  a  distsiU,  and,  to  them  at  least,  un- 
offending People.  The  guards  of  their  King  were  put 
in  requisition.  The  dock  yards  and  the  arseniL  resound- 
ed with  tlie  din  of  warlike  preparation  for  the  sea  as  well 
is  the  land.  Information  of  these  events  were  carried  to 
America.  It  produced,  it  is  true,  no  disposition  for  sub- 
mission. But  it  was  far,  rei^  far,  from  producing  mea- 
sures conesponding  to  the  crisis  which  was  approaching. 
The  enthusiasm  which  had  distinguished  the  five  years 
of  the  war,  and  which  had  given  rise  to  efforts  and  to  re- 
sults so  glorious,  had,  in  a  great  measure,  subsided. 
Langour  and  imbecility  pervaded  every  department  con- 
nected with  the  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war.  The 
very  circumstance  xthtch  should  have  aroused  both  the 
General  aad  State  Goyernments  to  greater  exertions, 
seemed  ta  produce  an  effect  the  most  opposite.  The 
rumors  of  an  acknowledgment  of  our  independence  by 
tlie  powerful  kingdom  of  France  had  reached  this  country 
early  in  the  year  of  which  1  am  speaking,  and  was  con- 
firmed by  the  actual  arrival  of  a  treaty,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, in  the  month  of  May.  It  was  received,  as  it  ought 
to  have  been,  with  the  greatest  demonstration  of  joy. 
But,  unfortunately,  it  produced  an  opinion  in  those  who 
administered  the  Government,  if  not  with  the  people 
themselves,  that  their  emaneipatlon  was  put  beyond  the 
reach  of  contingency. 

Tlie  effceU  of  this  fi^tal  security  was  immediately  felt 
by  the  army.  The  amount  of  its  supplies,  before  scant}', 
partial,  and  inefficient,  was  now  almost  entirely  suspend- 
ed.  it  is  most  fortunate  fi>r  the  liberties  of  the  country, 
tbat  the  calm  and  discriminating  mind  of  the  Command* 
er  in  Chief  was  not  led  away  by  tliese  deceitful  appear- 
ances. Ue  taw  that  the  contest  was  yet  to  be  protract- 
ed \  that  nmny  bloody  conflicts  were  to  be  sustained  ; 
and  that  a  successful  issue  was  only  to  be  looked  for  by 
new  and  great  sacrifices  upon  the  part  of  the  People,  for 
efi'ecting  an  entire  renovation  in  the  condition  of  Oie 
Army.  This  opinion  was  formed  from  a  knowledge  of 
the  character  of  the  British  Ministry,  and  the  immense 
resources  at  their  disposal.  He  also  knew  tliat  the  as- 
sistance which  we  should  receive  from  our  allies  would 
be  Pleasured  by  the  efforts  which  we  sliould  make  to 
sustun  ourselves;  And  if  even  tliis  should  not  be  the 
case,  the  idea  was  not  to  be  borne,  that  the  fi*eedom  ot 
his  country  was  to  be  exclusively  achieved  by  the  army 
and  treasure  of  an  ally,  and  that  ally  a  despotic  king. 
l^hese  tiews  Were  pressed  upon  Congress  in  repealed 
remonstrances.;  and  all  the  resources  of  his  mind,  and 
the  great  influence  of  his  character,  were  put  in  requisi- 
tion  to  make  tliem  effectual.     Sucii  at  length  they  wei^ 

and  the  usual  course  of  calling  for  aid  upon  the  State  au- 


•ItxehMiirc  of  Wfr.H.  ihe  committi*  coiuUttrdofMr.  Woodbturj, Mr.  Berrien, Mr.  Vun  Dorp,  tuitt  Mr.  WclMtcr;  the  latter  srntleman  wa« 
BO  t  pracnt,  but  is  ucderstood  to  hare  ^gret  d  witli  the  rest  of  the  committee. 
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thoritiei  was  adopted.  For  the  moat  part,  however, 
these  calls  were  not  more  iucceaiful  than  that  of  Glen 
dower  on  the  spirits  of  the  deep.  The  hope  of  relief  be 
ing  thus  repeatedly  disappointed,  the  ^nerin^  of  the 
Army  seemed  at  length  to  have  reached  its  utmost 
point,  and  its  immediate  dissolution  lo  be  apprehended. 
I  beg  leave,  said  Mr.  H.  to  read  a  part  of  several  letters 
of  General  Washington  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
describing  the  situation  of  the  officers  at  this  period. 

[The  extracts  of  the  letters  of  Gen.  Washington, 
here  read  by  Mr.  H.,  described,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
the  situation  of  the  officers,  destitute  of  the  common  ne- 
cessaries, and  even  of  decent  clothes  ] 

Such,  Sir,  [said  Mr.  H.,j  is  the  offieial  account  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  of  the  situationof  that  Army,  upon 
which  the  fate  of  America  was  to  depend.  It  was  my 
fortune,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  be  associated,  in  the  early  period 
of  my  military  service,  in  the  Northwestern  Army,  under 
the  command  of  Generals  St.  Clair  and  Wayne,  with 
many  of  those  who  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army.  From  those  veterans  I  have  often  heard  minute 
particulars  of  their  situation,  known,  no  doubt,  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  but  which  could  not  well  enter  in- 
to his  official  letters.  What  think  you.  Sir,  of  a  mess 
consisting  of  four  or  five  officers,  unable  to  furnish,  fiom 
their  common  wardrobe,  a  decent  suit  to  a  comrade, 
who  was  to  mount  the  honorary  guard  of  their  beloved 
Commander  !  One  tolerable  shirt  alone,  the  property  of 
the  mess,  and  that  performing  the  round  of  service  to 
them  all.  The  first  Captain  under  whom  1  served,  the 
late  Colonel  Ringbury,  of  Connecticut,  than  whom  Spar- 
ta nor  Rome  ever  produced  a  better  suldi?r,  informed  me, 
that  he  joined  General  Washington's  Army  with  a  port- 
manteau filled  with  clothing,  which,  becoming  the  com- 
mon property  of  his  brottier  officers,  was  soon  so  reduc- 
ed, that  the  portmanteau  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  re- 
mains of  his  wardrobe  stuffed  in  a  stocking,  and  carried 
in  the  knapsack  of  a  soldier.  It  must  be  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  all  the  officers  were  not  in  this  destitute  condi- 
tion. Some  of  them  were  men  of  fortune,  others  had 
wealthy  relations,  who  furnished  them  with  every  ne- 
cessary. And  this  made  those  who  were  without  any 
such  resources  (which  was  the  case  with  the  great  ma- 
joriiy  of  the  platoon  officers)  much  more  discontented 
with  their  condition.  At  the  very  time  whefi  the  offi- 
cers of  the  highest  ^prades  were  disputing  for  rank,  the 
elevation  of  a  Captam  to  the  rank  of  a  field  officer,  was, 
in  many  instances^  no  longer  regarded  as  an  advantage, 
because  it  brought  with  it  a  demand  for  additional  ex- 
penses and  eqmpments  for  the  new  character  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  support,  and  which  he  had  not  the 
means  to  supply,  without  exhausting  the  sole  resources 
upon  which  his  family  depended.  The  younger  officers, 
upon  whom  the  glow  and  glitter  of  military  life,  the 
pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,  make  so  strong  an  im- 
pression, shrunk  from  the  gaze  of  the  stranger,  or  even 
of  his  brother  officers,  as,  in  tattered  gannents,  he  slowly 
and  mournfully  took  his  post  for  tlie  duties  of  the  grand 
parade^a  scene  upon  which  the  accomplished  officer 
delights  to  exhibit  himself,  and  which,  in  all  armies,  will 
present  a  true  picture  of  its  discipline  and  its  efficiency. 
This  degp*ading  state  of  the  officers  of  our  Army  became 
known  to  the  enemy,  and  was  a  subject  for  their  mirth 
and  ridicule.  In  a  little  poem  which  I  have  once  seen, 
and  which  is  attributed  to  a  ISritish  officer  celebrated  for 
his  accomplishments,  but  more  for  his  tragical  end,  and 
the  sympathy  which  he  excited  amongst  his  enemies,  the 
baggage  found,  or  supposed  to  be  found,  upon  a  bai 
horse,  the  property  of  one  6f  our  most  distinguished 
Generals,  is  thus  described  : 

"  Hl<i  hone  that  emm«d  sH  his  prog^ 

**  HN  miliury  tpi     ' 
•<  Hii  eoriMUlk  whti 


**  Hh  miliury  •pteet 
<  Hii  eoriMUlk  whtflkey  li  _    . 

**  Blue  stockings  and  brown  hxvecbct/ 


r  for  his 


This  could  not  have  been  a  true  description  of  the 
wardrobe  of  the  distinguished  offieer  who  is  named  in 
the  poem,  who  was  a  man  of  fortune,  and  amply  provided 
with  every  thing  suitable  for  his  rank  $  but  1  do  not  at 
all  doubt  that  the  blue  stoc^ngs  and  brown  breeches 
were  to  be  found  in  the  portmanteaus  of  many  others. 

Amidst  such  a  complication  of  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments, without  tlie  means  of  decent  support,  desti- 
tute of  clothing,  the  means  of  equipment  which  the  Aiiny 
regulations  required,  the  ridicule  of  their  enemies,  and 
of  every  passing  stranger,  is  it  at  all  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  officers  were  disgusted  at  the  service,  and  that 
they  should  think  of  leaving  it  >  Nor  could  they  believe 
that  their  services  weie  much  appreciated  by  a  Govern- 
ment, which  would  make  no  effectual  effort  to  rescue 
them  from  the  most  abject  penury  and  want.  It  is  true 
that  Congress  became  at  length  alarmed  at  the  destruc- 
tive consequences  which  must  follow  the  secession  of 
the  veteran  leaders  of  their  troops,  and  were  seriously 
and  intensely  engaged  in  discovering  the  means  of  avert- 
ing it.  The  case  was  too  pressing  and  urgent  to  be  re- 
lieved by  the  usual  requ&itions  on  the  State  Govern- 
ments, which  were  always  slowly,  and  never  effectually, 
answered.  It  seemed,  indeed,  to  them,  without  a  reme- 
dy. But  a  wiser  head,  acting  under  the  impulses  of  a 
heart  whose  every  other  passion  was  absorbed  in  the 
love  of  countr}',  was  deeply  engaged  upon  this  important 
subject.  We  read,  sir,  of  the  sages,  the  lawgivers,  and 
the  heroes  of  Greece.  It  is  the  peculiar  fortune  of  Ame- 
rica to  have  produced  a  ciGzen  who  united  all  those  great 
characters  in  his  own  person,  in  the  recesses  of  his  tent, 
he  nightly  meditated  the  means  of  saving  his  Army  from 
dissolution,  and  his  country  from  ruin.  The  knowledge 
of  General  Washington  was  derived  not  so  much  from 
books  as  from  pbservation.  He  knew  man  as  he  is,  not 
as  he  may  have  been  described.  With  the  sources  of 
action  in  the  human  bosom  he  was  intimately  acquainted, 
and  it  opened  at  once  to  him  the  remedy  for  the  disord- 
ers which  prevailed.  The  means  of  relieving  the  wants 
of  the  Army,  by  an  advance  of  money,  was  neither  in  his 
power,  nor  in  that  of  Congress.  But  a  remedy  could  be 
found  in  renovated  hope — ^to  be  realised,  indeed,  at  a 
distant  and  uncertain  period,  but  being  guarantied  by  the 
solemnly  pledged  faith  of  the  nation,  woidd  be  subject 
to  no  contingency  but  a  failure  on  their  part  to  accomp- 
lish the  object  which  had  been  committed  to  their  valor. 
The  scheme  adopted  by  the  Commander4n  Chief^  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  was  that  of  giving  half  pay  for  life, 
at  the  end  of  the  war,  to  the  officers  who  mould  con- 
tinue to  serve  to  that  period.  His  first  recommendation 
of  tluB  measure  is  to  be  found  in  a  letter  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  dated  at  Valley  Fot^e,  April  lOtb,  1778, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  read  : 

<*It  may  be  said  by  some.  Sir,  that  my  wish  to  see  the 
officers  of  this  ^rmy  upon  a  more  respectable  establish- 
ment, is  the  cause  of  my  solicitude,  and  carries  me  too 
far.  To  such  I  can  declare,  that  my  anxiety^  proceeds 
fVom  the  causes  above-mentioned.  If  my  opinion  is  ask- 
ed with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  making  this  provinon 
for  the  officers,  I  am  ready  to  declare,  that  I  do  most  re- 
ligiously believe  the  salvation  of  the  cause  depends  up- 
on it ;  and,  without  it,  your  officers  will  moulder  to  noth* 
ing,  or  be  composed  of  low  ami  illiterate  men,  void  of 
capacity  for  this  or  any  other  business.  To  prove  this, 
I  can  with  trutli  aver,  that  scarce  a  day  passes  withmit 
the  offer  of  two  or  three  commissions  ;  and  my  advices 
fh>m  the  Eastward  and  Southward  are,  that  numbers  who 
had  gone  home  on  furlough,  mean  not  to  return,  biK  are 
establishing  themselves  in  more  lucrative  employments. 
Let  Congress  determine  what  will. be  the  comgquence  of 
this  spirit.  -Sfc 

^  Personally,  as  an  officer,  I  have  no  intemt  in  their 
decision,  because  I  have  declared,  and  I  now  repeat  it. 
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that  I  nbver  will  receive  the  smallest  benefit  from  the 
half-pa^  establishment ;  but  as  a  man  who  fights  under- 
the  weight  of  a  proscription,  and,  as  a  citizen  who  wish- 
es to  see  the  liberty'  of  his  country  established  unon  a 
permanent  foundation,  and  whose  property  depends  up- 
on the  success  of  our  arms,  I  am  deeply  interested.  But, 
all  this  apart,  and  justice  out  of  tlic  question — ^upon  the 
single  ground  of  economy  and  public  saving,  I  will  main- 
tain the  utility  of  it ;  for  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  that, 
until  officers  consider  their  commissions  in  an  honorable 
and  interested  point  of  view,  and  are  afraid  to  endanger 
them  by  negligence  and  inattention,  no  order,  regularity, 
e,  either  of 


or  care,  either  of  the  men  or  public  property,  will  pre- 
vail." 

Frequent  recommendations  of  the  same  chancter, 
[continued  Mr.  H.]  followed  in  that  and  the  succeeding 
year.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1780,  this  measure 
was  again  pressed,  and  declared'to  be  the  only  one  which 
would  preserve  the  Army  from  dissolution.  This,  sir,  is 
the  language  of  one  of  these  letters  : 

*'I  have  often  said,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  the 
half -pay  pro^nsion  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  politic  and 
effectual  that  can  be  adopted.  On  the  whole,  if  some- 
thing satisfactory  be  not  done,  the  Army  (already  so 
much  reduced  in  officers  by  daily  resignations,  as  not  to  have 
a  sufficiency  to  do  the  common  duties  of  it)  roust  either 
cease  to  exist  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  or  it  will  ex- 
hibit an  example  of  more  virtue,  fortitude,  self  denial, , 
and  perseverance,  than  has  perhaps  ever  yet  been  paral- 
leled in  the  history  of  human  enthusiasm.  The  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Army  is  an  event  that  cannot  be  re^rded 
with  indifference.  It  would  bring  accumidated  distress- 
es upon  us  J  it  would  throw  the  American  people  into 
great  consternation;  it  would  discredit  our  cause  through- 
out the  world  ;  it  would  shock  our  Allies.  To  think  of 
replacing  the  officers  with  others,  is  visionary." 

In  conformity  to"  these  recommendations,  sir,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  H.)  Congress  adopted  the  measure  of  giving 
to  th«»  officers  who  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
half  pay  for  life.  Before  I  proceed,  sir,  to  show  the  ef- 
fects of  this  measure  upon  the  Aimy,  I  ask  leave  to  read 
a  few  sentences  from  the  book  I  have  in  my  hand,  to 
show  how  entirely  the  sentiments  of  General  Washington 
accords  with  those  of  another  great  miliary  character, 
as  to  the  effects  of  poverty  and  straitened  circumstances 
in  the  officers,  upon  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  an 
Army.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Marshal  Saxe,  sir,  who, 
speaking  of  the  French  Army,  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XV.  reduced  by  the  diversion  of  its  funds  to  other  ob- 
jects, to  a  situation  similar  to  that  of  the  United  States* 
A  rmy  in  the  Kevolution,  thus  expresses  himself : 

"  For,  what  vigor  in  command,  vigilance  in  the  ser- 
vice, exactness  in  duty,  emulation  and  desire  to  instruct 
one's  self,  or  gentleman-like  behaviour,  can  be  expected 
from  .a  man  who  is  ever  discontented  with  his  profession  ? 
constantly  employed  about  means  to  subsist  m  it,  or  to 
give  it  up  ?  and  waiting  with  impatience  for  the  moment 
of  quitting  it  to  advantage  ?  Distress  of  cnvumstances  of 
course  renders  the  mind  stupid,  and  abases  the  soul.  It 
extinguishes  courage,  and  infallibly  benumbs  all  the 
talents.  In  a  word  an  officer  ought  to  live  by  the  sword, 
and  expect  his  fortune  from  it.  A  point  of  view,  there- 
fore, mast  be  offered  to  him,  whose  chances  are  power 
ful  enough  to  make  him  sacrifice  the  present  to  a  future 
chance,  that  flatters  his  ambition." 

I  have  thus,  sir,  shewn  the  origin  and  progress  of  this 
half-pay  system.  That  it  wasa  measure  of  general  Wash? 
ington's  urged  by  him  for  two  years,  and  adopted  by. 
Congress,  af\er  the  greatest  deliberation.  Well,  now, 
sir,  with  regard  to  the  effects  of  this  measure  upon  the 
Army.  T&t  it  was  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial, 
and  entirelpi^alized  the  expectations  of  its  author,  could 
bt  proven  by  refeirhig  to  th««  different  positions  in 
Toi.  IV.— 10 


which  the  hostile  armies  stood  in  relation  to  each  other» 
before  and  after  its  adoption.  The  weakened,  inefficient 
Army,  kept  together  only  by  the  personal  influence  o^ 
their  leader,  was  enabled  to  assume  the  offensive  char- 
acter, to  block  UD  the  more  numerous,  well-founded, 
and  well-appointed  forces  of  their  enemy,  in  their  prin- 
cipal depot ;  and,  at  last,  to  be  found  worthy  compeers 
of  the  veteran  regiments  of  France,  in  the  last  and  most 
glorious  achievement  of  the  war.  But,  sir,  I  will  pro- 
duce better  testimony  on  this  subject  than  can  be  pro- 
cured from  any  otlier  source.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Gener- 
al  Washington  himself,  expressed  in  his  own  words.  In 
a  letter  to  the  President  of^Congress,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  officers 
for  half-pay  and  referring  to  a  communication  made  by 
him  on  tne  same  subject,  in  the  year  1780,  he  thus  ex- 
pr«sses  himself  : 

*'  That,  in  the  critical  and  perilous  moment,  when  the 
last  mentioned  communication  was  made,  tliere  was  the 
utmost  danger  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Army  would  have 
taken  place,  unless  measures  similar  to  those  recommend* 
ed,  had  been  adopted,  will  not  admit  a  doubt  That  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  giving  half-pay  for  life  has  been 
attended  with  all  the  happy  consequences  1  had  foretold, 
so  far  as  respected  the  good  of  the  service,  let  the  aston- 
ishing contrast  between  the  state  of  the  Army  at  this  in- 
stant, and  at  the  former  period,  determine.  And  that 
theestablishment  of  funds,  and  the  security  of  the  pay- 
ment of  all  the  just  demands  of  the  Army,  will  be  the 
most  certain  means  of  preserving  the  national  faith  and 
future  tranquility  of  this  extensive  continent,  is  my  decid- 
ed opinion.  By  the  preceding  remarks,  it  will  readilv 
be  imagined,  that,  instead  of  retracting  and  reprehend- 
ing (from  further  experience  and  reflection)  the  mode  of 
compensation  so  strenuously  urged  in  the  enclosures,  I 
am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  sentiment  {  and  if  in 
the  wrong,  suffer  me  to  please  myself  with  the  gratefUI 
delusion.  For,  if,  besides  the  simple  payment  of  their 
wages,  a  further  compensation  is  not  due  to  the  servicee 
and  sufferings  of  the  officers,  then  have  I  been  deceived 
indeed." 

These  documents,  Mr.  President,  [said  Mr.  H.]  are 
conclusive.  They  show  the  influence  which  tliis  measure 
of  granting  half  pay  to  the  officers  had  upon  the  succesa 
of  our  revolutionary  struggle,  in  the  opinion  of  one  who, 
of  all  others,  was  best  entitled  to  judge — that  it  was  that 
alone  which  prevented  the  dissolution  of  the  Army,  and 
restored  its  discipline  and  its  energy.  And  to  that  dis- 
cipline and  energy  those  victories  are  to  be  attributed, 
which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  our  liberties.  That 
glorious  event,  then,  the  independence  of  America,  is  to 
be  distinctly  traced  to  the  compact  made  by  the  Revolu- 
tionary Government  with  the  officers  of  their  Army.  It 
has,  1  think,  been  satisfactorily  shown,  that  the  obliga- 
tion it  imposed  has  never  been  completely  dischai;ged, 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  bill  to  perform.  And 
upon  what  ground,  sir,  is  it»  rejection  to  rest  ?  Is  it  to 
be  found  in  the  character  of  our  government  ^  What !  a 
Republic,  which  is  supposed  to  be  founded  on  public 
virtue,  to  refuse  to  perform  its  contracts,  solemnly  and 
deUberately  made  !  To  shelter  itself  under  its  power, 
against  a  claim  which  its  equity  an4  its  justice  would 
have  obliged, it  to  discharge  !  Or,  wUl  you  refer 
your  defence  for  its  rejection  to  the  character  of  your 
People  }  Assemble  them,  then.  It  is  a  tribunal  to 
which  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  be  delighted  to  ap- 
peal.  Bring  together  the  yeomanry  of  your  countiy--- 
tell  them  that  this  claim  is  founded  on  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  passed  in  a  gloomy  period  of  the  Revolution, 
upon  the  urgent  recommendation  of  the  Father  of  hit 
Country  ;  that  to  it  he  attributed  the  ultnnate  succen  of 
our  arms,  and  the  establishment  of  their  liberties :  and  if 
they  do  not  direct  you  to  discharge  this  obligation,  er«a 
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if  it  would  require  the  last  dollar  in  the  Treasury,  then  I 
am  mistaken  in  their  character. 

If  General  Washington  was  correct  in  attributing  to 
this  half-pay  system  tne  success  of  our  arms,  what  mea- 
sure has  everbeen  adopted,  in  the  whole  i^prld,  which 
has  produced  so  much  benefit  to  the  human  race  >    See, 
sir,  this  extensive  and  happy  country.     Ten  millions  of 
souls  enjoying  liberty,  unrestrained  by  every  thing  but 
laws,  which  themselves  have  made,  and  alterable  at  their 
will.  See  the  influence  of  our  Revolution  upon  the  coun- 
try South  of  us.    A  whole  continent  redeemed  from  the 
most  slavish  tyranny.     Look  at  its  effects  in  Europe.    A 
constitutional  government  in  France  and  ii)  Spam,  the 
bars  and  bolts  of  the  Inquisition  broken,  its  portals  thrown 
down,  the  horrible  mysteries  of  Jts  dungeons  exposed  to 
the  detestation  of  the  world.    Sir,  where  is  it  that  the  ef- 
fects of  the  valor  of  the  memorialists  have  not  been  felt  ? 
Bven  the  stupid  Turk  gazes  with  wonder  and  amaze 
ment  at  the  influence  of  a  principle  of  which  he  had  ne- 
ver heard,  and  could  not  be  made  to  comprehend,  until 
it  had  converted  a  nation  of  slaves  into  a  nation  of  heroes. 
I  «im  aware,  Mr.  President,  [said  Mr.  H.]  that  the  private 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  have  a  ri^ht  to  claim  a  fiiU 
share  of  the  reward  for  all  these  glorious  results,  and  no 
ofie  is  more  willing  to  accord  it  to  them.     I  look  back, 
with  no  little  satisfaction,  to  the  eflbrts  I  made  in  sup- 
port of  their  pretensions  in  the  year  1818.    I  have  always 
considered  that  act  of  the  Government  as  not  sufficiently 
extensive  in  its  operation.     I  am  at  this  moment  willing 
to  extend  it  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  revolutionary  sol- 
diers.    And»  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  I  would  go  fur* 
ther  than  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  for  that  object,  than  the  one  contem- 
plated by  this  bill.    I  would  not  only  suspend  the  pro- 
gress of  Internal  Improvements,  in  which  I  am  more  in 
terested  than  the  gentleman  is,  but  I  would  suspend  the 
completion  of  the  fortifications — and  make  the  defences 
of  his  own  Portsmouth,  and  my  own  native  James  River 
County,  of  the  breasts  of  freemen.  Instead  of  ramparts 
of  earth  and  masonry.    But,  Sir,  I  resist  the  mingling  of 
this  peculiar  claim  of  the  officers,  on  account  of  their  hslf- 
pay,  with  that  of  the  soldiers  and  officers,  as  recognized 
by  the  law  of  1818,  as  I  would  then  have  done  the  unit- 
ing the  former  with  the  latter  \  because,  in  their  nature, 
they  are  entirely  different. 

When  a  g^eat  act  of  public  justice  is  to  be  performed, 
Mr.  President,  I  do  not  look  at  the  cast  for  any  other  pur 
pose,  than  to  ascertain  whetiter  the  Treasury  can  furnish 
the  amount.  Money  is,  in  my  opinion,  always  well  spent 
when  it  is  employed  to  support  the  honor  and  character 
of  the  nation,  and  to  disseminate  correct  principles 
amongst  the  People.  It  is  by  these,  and  these  alone,  that 
a  republic  can  be  supported.  "Whenever  we  refuse  to 
do  any  thing  which  duty  and  honor  requires  us  to  per- 
form, on  account  of  the  money  it  will  cost,  it  will  be  evi- 
dence of  an  approaching  event,  which  1  cannot  even 
think  of  without  horror.  Pass,  then,  this  bill,,  sir,  and 
it  will  establish  a  principle  which,  in  any  future  wars  you 
may  wage,  will  prove  your  shield,  your  helmet,  your 
spear,  your  protector,  and  your  avenger.  Let  gentle- 
men look  around  them  and  see  who  are  their  memo- 
rialists— the  Ogdens,  the  Reeds,  the  Stewarts,  and  the 
Gibbons  {  yes,  sir.  Major  Gibbons,  who  led  one.  of  the 
forlorn  hopes,  at  the  storming  of  Stony  Point,  and  only 
lost  seventeen  out  of  the  twenty  which  composed  hia 
command — himself,*!  believe,  and  the  <nher  three, 
wounded. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  never  see  one  of  those  men 
without  feeling  the  highest  respect  and  gratitude,  as  well 
for  the  services  thev  rendered  my  countr}^  as  for  those 
which  I  have  individually  received.  To  their  valor  I  consi- 
der myself  indebted  tliat  I  am  a  freeman ;  that  I  am  a  mem- 
htt  of  this  auguat  body  {  though  last^  not  leait^  that  one 


connected  to  me  by  the  nearest  and  dearest  ties  of  natur- 
al affection,  did  not  expire  on  a  gibbet 

Mr.   SMITH,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  notice  an  errt^r, 
which  might  as  well  be'  corrected.     It  was  stated  in  tlie 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  which  allusion  had 
been  made,  that  the  line  of  Maryland  consented  to  ac- 
cept the  commutation      This  he  believed  was  not  the 
case  ;  and  that  the  officers  never  consented.    He  was 
convinced  tliat  the  Army  under  General  Greene  had  no 
share  in  the  acceptance  of  the  commutation.    Mr.  8.  had 
comiaunicated  last  year  with  Major  Howard  upon  thia 
subject,  who  said  that  those  officers  were  never  consulted. 
Ue'had  also  conversed  this  morning  with  General  Reed, 
who  confirmed  his  impression  that  the  Maryland  line  did 
not  consent  to  receive  the  commutation.    They,  there- 
fore, could  never,  in  fact,  have  come  under  the  proTi- 
sions  of  the  commutation  law.     It  was  true,  that  when 
they  came  home  from  service,  they  found  that  the  law 
had  passed,  and  that  tliey  must  take  the  commutation  or 
nothmg.     The  alternative  was,  to  take  il  or  starve — and 
it  was  not  unnatural  to  suppose  that  they  chose  the  former. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  whole  Maniand  line. 
•  Mr.  S.  here  spoke  at  some  length  of^the  privations  suf- 
fered by  the  officers  of  the  Revolution.     He  observed 
that,  at  the  funeral  of  Major  Howard,  upon  the  coffin  waa 
placed  a  8oldiei*'s  coat,  with  somethin|^  like  epaulettes  on 
the  shoulders,  which  he  had  worn  during  his  service  for 
want  of  a  better  one.     The  Government  found  the  »ol- 
diera  in  coats,  but  tlie  officers  were  necessitated  to  pur- 
chase their's,  and  often,  having  none,  were  fain  to  take  a 
soldier's  co^t  instead.     I  do  not  intend,  said  Mr.  S.   to 
dress  up  the  misfortunes  of  the  Army  for  tlie  sake  of  ef- 
fect.   These  facts  are  matters  of  history,  and  do  not  need 
embellishment     The  few  words  which  I  shall  offer  in 
defence  of  these  claimants,  will  be  grounded  on  the  be- 
lief that  the  faith  of  the  Government  is  bound  to  relieve 
them.    A  solemn  agreement  was  entered  into  with  them 
by  the  Government.     They  fulfilled  faithfully  their  part 
of  the  obligation — and  they  now  come  here^  not  to  ask 
your  gratitude,  but  to  claim  a  right. 

He  had  never  heard  a  clearer  exposition  of  &cts,  or  a 
stronger  array  of  arguments,  than  was  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  W  ooobvbt]  yesterday. 
Yet  it  had  been  said,  that  the  soldiers  ought  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  provisions  of  the  bilL  He  was  of  a  different 
opinion.  The  soldiers  were  far  better  provided  for  than 
the  officers,  and  they  were  now  enjoying  pensions  larger 
than  their  pay  when  in  actual  service.  Four-fifths  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  were  now  on  the  pension  list, 
at  eight  dollars  a  month,  while  their  pay  when  in  service 
was  only  six  and  two-thirds.  He  believed  that  there 
were  very  few,  if  any,  who  were  entitled  to  pensions,  who 
had  not  received  them.  As  to  Maryland,  he  did  not- 
think  there  were  five  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  in  that 
State  who  did  not  draw  pensions.  They  were  well  pro. 
vided  for ;  and,  as  far  as  n^lated  to  the  soldiers,  this 
counti'y  had- wiped  away  the  stigma  which  had  been  al- 
always  thrown  upon  it  bv  monarchical  Governments,  that 
Republics  were  ungrateful.  He  hoped  Congress  would 
do  so  in  tuis  case. 

It  had  been  asked  why  the  provisions  of  this  bill  were 
not  applied  to  the  widows  and  ehiUlren  of  those  officers 
who  had  died.  I'he  reply,  said  Mr.  S.  which  I  midce  to 
that  question,  is,  tliat  we  cannot  do  all  that  we  might 
wish  to  do — but  let  us  not,  therefore,  fail  to  do  all  SaX 
we  can — and  in  doing  this»  let  us  select  those  individuals 
whose  claims  upon  the  Government  are  the  strongest  I 
shall  say  no  more — my  object  in  rising  being  only  to  Cor- 
rect the  error  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  WaiP  rela- 
tive to  the  officers  of  the  Maryland  line,  and  to  state  that 
those  who  accepted  the  commutation,did  idroi|i  necesntj. 
Mr.  CHANDLBR  observed,  that,  as  theMf^ntleman 
from  Maryland  bad  alluded  to  himy  be  wouki  iilue  a  few 
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remarks  in  reply.  He  wished  this  subject  stripped  of  all 
extraneous  matter,  and  of  all  other  considerations  than 
those  which  rightfully  belonged  to  it  How,  then,  does 
the  matter  stand  ?  The  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
bill  say  that  it  is  no  gratuity.  They  say  that  every  officer 
was  entiOed  to  his  half  pay  for  life,  and  that  the  commu- 
tation was  forced  upon  them,  they  never  having  consented 
to  it,  except  in  some  instances ;  and  that  the  compact  was 
not  fulfilled  by  that  act.  But,  said  Mr.  C.  I  contend  that 
the  compact  has  been  fulfilled  by  the  acceptance  of  the 
commutation  offered,  and  that  no  further  claim  exists.  If 
they  contend  that  there  is  an  equitable  title,  then,  1  say, 
that  the  heirs  of  such  as  accepted  the  terms,  and  who 
have  since  died,  are  equally  entitled  to  the  sum  now  pro- 
posed to  be  paM.  He  never  knew  that  the  death  of^the 
creditor  destroj'ed  the  debt,  and  he  believed  it  was 
equally  binding  in  one  case  as  the  other.  If  the  bill 
were  to  pass  in  its  present  fonn,  it  would  be  partial  in  the 
extreme. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  read  several  letters  from 
General  Washington,  to  show  that  he  considered  these 
individuals  to  have  a  claim  on  the  Government.  But,  if 
General  Washington  was  of  that  opinion,  would  he  not 
bave  acted  under  it  ?  I  ask,  said  Mr.  C.  in  what  instance 
General  Washington,  who  was  always  the  soldier's  friend, 
came  forward  and  stated  that  the  Government  owed  these 
officers  any  thing  which  had  not  been  paid  ?  He  never 
did  ;  and,  therefore,  the  conclusion  was  a  fair  one,  that 
he  did  not  consider  that  they  were  entitled  to  any  thing, 
And  that  their  compact  had  been  fulfilled.  He  [Mr.  C] 
did  not  doubt  that  such  was  his  opinion. 

These  officers  were  certainly  entitled  to  great  respect, 
and  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country  \  and  no  man  more 
cheerfully  awarded  them  than  Mr.  C  ;  but  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  carried  away  by  his  feelings.  He  desired  to 
do  justice.  If  the  country  owed  them  any  thing,  let  it  be 
paid  to  the  utmost  farthing.  He  wished  their  claim, 
now^ver,  to  be  satisfiictorily  established,  in  the  first  place. 
Far  from  feeling  any  hostility  towards  these  applicants, 
he  was  induced  by  many  considerations  to  feel  favorably 
disposed  towards  them.  His  early  associations  led  him 
to  look  with  great  respect  upon  the  patriots  of  the  Revo- 
lution,  as  he  lost  his  father  in  that  struggle,  who^  al- 
though not  on  the  continental  establishment,  was  no  less 
a  patriot 

Mr.  P ARRIS  remarked  that,  unless  provision  were 
made  for  the  soldiers  of  the  ranks,  as  well  as  the  officers, 
he  should  not  vote  for  the  bill.  The  sufferings  of  both 
were  equal — there  was  no  difference  in  their  privations, 
and  the  same  provisions  ought  to  be  extended  to  both. 
He,  therefore,  proposed  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adding  an  amendment  \  which  he  read.  [This 
amendment  was  pronounced,  on  the  next  day,  to  be  out 
of  oixler.] 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  he  hoped  the  bill  would  not 
be  re-committed.  It  would  create  an  injurious  delay — 
vhUe,  if  there  ever  was  a  case  in  which  a  legislative  de- 
cision ought  speedily  t6  be  made,  it  was  this.  The  bill 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  ^committed,  so  as  to  place  it 
behind  the  other  business.  He  thought  the  Senator  from 
Maine  might  reach  his  object  without  recommitting  the 
bill ;  and  Mr.  V.  B.  considered  the  best  method  would 
be,  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  effect  proposed. 

Mr.  FOOT  believetl  that  there  was  one  amendment 
pending,  so' that  another  would  not  now  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  if  the  blank  were  first  filled 
with  the  sum  proposed,  or  whatever  amount  the  Senate 
might  decide  upon  ;  or,  if  the  present  motion  were  re- 
jected, the  gentleman  fi-om  Maine  could  then  attain  his 
object,  by  moving  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a  section. 
The  gentleman  would  recollect,  that  the  bill  had  been 
before  a  Select  Committee,  and  he  believed,  after  they 


had  once  reported  upon  the  subject  for  which  they  were 
appointed,  the^  became  defunct,  and  had  no  longer  pow- 
er to  act  upon  it. 

The  CHAIR  corrected  Mr.  W.  The  committee  were 
not  discharged  from  actmg  upon  the  bill  until  it  should 
have  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  PARRIS  said  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  did  not  reach  his  object.  He  wish- 
ed that  the  amounts  due  to  the  soldiers  should  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  committee.  It  was  not  possible  for  him 
[Mr.  P.]  to  draw  a  section  that  should  embrace  the 
amount  of  the  depreciation  which  they  suffered.  As  be 
could  not  frame  an  amendment  which  would  comprise  all 
his  objects,  he  desired  the  recommittal  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOOT  thought  that,  to  fill  the  blank  with  a  certain 
sum  in  the  present  state  of  the  question,  would  operate 
to  exclude  all  other  amounts.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  extent  and  number  of  the  objects  to  which  this  bill 
was  to  apply,  ought  first  to  be  settled,  and  then  the  sum 
proposed  to  fill  the  blank  could  be  fixed  upon  with'  pre- 
cision. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  another  and  perhaps 
a  better  method  to  reach  the  object,  would  be,  by  a  sq* 
parate  appropriation.  The  only  question  now  is,  will 
we  pay  the  sum  which  has  been  proposed  to  the  officers 
of  the  Revolution  }  And  this  question,  he  thought, 
stood  entirely  separate  from  any  other  class  of  individuals. 
Appropriations  for  other  objects  could  be  made  in  addi- 
tional sections,  afWr  the  blank  in  the  first  section  had 
been  filled. 

Mr.  FOOT  believed  that,  if  the  blank  were  filled,  it 
would  prevent  provisions  from  being  made  for  any  other 
class  of  claimants.  As  to  the  ground  on  which  the  chair- 
man had  rested  these  claims,  he  was  of  opinion  that,  if  it 
was  a  good  ^und,  the  legal  representatives  had  the  same 
claim  to  relief  as  the  surviving  officers.  lie  therefore  hop- 
ed that  a  recommittal  might  be  had,  and  that  the  consi  • 
deration  of  the  bill  might  be  deferred,  that  they  might  sen 
what  amendments  the  committee  would  see  fit  to  propose. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  thought  the  delay  proposed  would 
operate  unjustly  and  injuriously  upon  the  prospects  of 
the  bill.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  B.,  look  at  the 'circumstances 
under  which  this  measure  stands.  The  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  these  claims. 
They  have  done  so  \  and  the  bill  is  now  in  a  fair  train  of 
debate  aiid  examination.  It  is  proposed,  at  this  juncture, 
to  recommit  the  bill — and  for  what  ?  Why,  because  it 
may.influence  the  vote  of  some  gentlemen,  by  giving  a 
pledge  to  provide  for  another  class  of  claimants. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  supposing  the  blank  to  be  filled  with 
the  sum  now  proposed.  Are  gentlemen  pledged  by 
their  vote  on  this  question  ^  Can  they  not  afterwards 
bring  forward  their  amendments,  and  should  they  fail  of 
obtaining  their  adoption,  may  they  not  vote  against  the 
bill  on  its  final  passage  ^  He  saw  no  objection  to  such  a 
course,  and  he  thought  the  question  was,  whether  it 
would  be  just  to  delay  the  bill  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  asked  the  reading  of  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Pabkis  ;  which,  having  been  complied 
with,  Mr.  Y.  B.  said  that  it  ou^ht  not  to  be  adopted.  It 
went  infinitely  beyond  the  object*  proposed  by  this  bill, 
which  was,  to  liquidate  a  debt  to  one  class  of  individuals, 
who,  having  been  promised  half  pay  for  life,  had  never 
received  an  equivalent  for  the  benefit  thus  held  forth  in 
expectation.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  proposed  to  settle — not  the  certificates  of  commu- 
tation alone—but  all  the  accounts  of  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  V.  B.  tliought  that  the  gentleman  had  Uken  an  in- 
correct view  of  the  subject,  and  trusted  bis  motion 
would  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  bill  was  postponed  un- 
til Monday,  and  made  the  order  for  that  day. 
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M02VDAT,  Jaxuart  28, 1828. 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands 
having  been  taken  up  for  consideration- 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  ftaid«  it  would  be  remembered  that, 
at  the  last  session^  he  had  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which,  with  the  bill  itself,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
daj  ^r  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session  ;  that,  owing 
to  the  presmre  of  other  busuiess,  the  Senate  was  pre- 
rented  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  no 
opportunity  was  afforded,  during  the  residue  of  the  ses- 
sion, for  presenting  his  reasons  in  support  of  the  amend- 
ment then  proposed. 

The  same  bill  luid  again  been  offered  for  consideration^ 
and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  avail  himself  of  the  present 
opportunity,  to  offer  the  same  amendment.  He  trusted 
that  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  assure  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  that  it  was  in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  his 
bill,  that  be  offered  this  amendment  Should  it  meet  the 
favorable  reception  of  the  Senate,  it  would  accomplish 
much  more  than  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  would  be 
more  acceptable  to  him  than  tne  present  bill,  and,  if  it 
should  not  be  adopted,  the  question  could  then  be  taken 
on  the  bill  as  reported.  He  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
fifih  section,  and  insert  the  following : 

«*  Sec.  5.  Jnd  be  it  fwiher  enacted.  That  the  pre- 
ceding sections  of  this  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  made  applicable  to  the  Territories  only. 

<•  Sec.  6.  And  oe  it  further  enacted.  That  the  public  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States, 
Mm  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ceded  and  relinquished 
in  full  property  to  the  several  States  in  which  the  same 
may  lie,  on  condition  that  such  States  shall  not,  at  an^ 
time  hereafter,  put  such  lands  into  market  at  a  lower  mi- 
nimum price  than  shall  be  established  by  law  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  :  and  on  condition 
that  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  any  Sute, 
shall  hereafter  be  extinguished  at  the  expense  of  such 
State." 

The  amendments  being  stated, 

Mr.  H.  said  :  Some  exposition  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, will  probably  be  expected  of  me,  and  I  will  ask 
the  indulgence  of  tJie  Senate,  while  I  attempt  to  give,  as 
briefly  as  I  can,  my  reasons  in  support  of  them.  A  docu- 
ment heretofore  referred  to,  as  one  which  might  be  ex- 
pected to  give  much  light  on  this  subject,  has  been  laid 
an  our  tables,  and  the  statements  and  calcubtions  therein 
contained,  give  us  a  good  historical  view  of  the  pitblic 
lands,  firomthe  commencement  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  time.  I  will  not,  however,  weary  the  Senate 
with  its  details,  for  all  statistical  views .  of  this  subject 
aloof,  we  have  grand  and  imerring  principles  to  conduct 
us  in  this  discussion,  in  which,  if  borne  out,  we  shall  the 
less  need  arithmetical  calculations,  and,  without  which, 
those  calculations,  however  plausible,  would  be  entirely 
insufficient. 

It  has  long  be6n  my  o{>inion,  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  Union  imperiously  demand  a  change  in  our  land  sys- 
tem ;  andi  have  long  seen  the  injustice  of  the  present 
system  towards  the  new  States.  Both  these  opinions 
seem  to  be  ^ning  ^ound  every  where.  I'he  balance 
of  the  Constitution  is  lost  in  the  present  state  of  things. 
The  attention  of  Congress  is  eng^rossed,  in  legislating, 
specially,  for  the  new  States,  to  the  partial  neglect,  at 
least,  of  its  own  general  concerns  ;  and  the  equality,  so- 
vereignty, and  independence,  of  the  nev/  States,  are  lost 
in  their  abject  and  humiliating  dependence  on  the  Fede- 
ral Government. 

No  Senator  fW>m  the  new  States  can  but  have  observed 
how  frequently,  within  the  last  few  years,  opinions  have 
escaped  members  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  that  it 
would  be  better  the  public  lands  were  ceded  to  the  States, 


on  just  and  equitable  conditions,  than  that  the  Councils  of 
tlie  Nation  should  be  teazed  and  distracted  with  the^local 
policies,  and  municipal  legislation,  necessary,  under  the 
present  system.  So  frequent  were  these  remarks,  during 
the  first  session  at  which  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  that  the  time  seemed  to  have  arrived,  when  this 
proposition  ought  to  be  made  \  and,  with  that  view,  a  few 
days  before  its  close,  a  resolution  was  introduced  by  my- 
self^ calling  for  the  document  before  alluded  to.  This  do- 
cument, sir,  it  was  my  intention,  should  no  other  member 
move  in  the  business,  to  make  the  basis  of  some  such  pro- 
position as  that  now  before  tlie  Senate.  Nor  was  I  alone 
m  the  opinion,  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  this  pro- 
position should  be  made  :  for,  a  few  days  after  the  aaop- 
tion  of  the  resolution  referred  {.6,  a  Senator  ft-om  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Tazswell]  laid  upon  your  table  a  resolution,  ex- 
pressin|^  the  abstract  opinion,  that  it  was  expedient  for 
the  United  States  to  cede  and  surrender  to  the  several 
States  the  public  lands  within  their  limits.  This  propon- 
tion  was  what  1  bad  long  wished  to  see.  It  came  from 
the  right  source — from  one  of  the  old  States ;  and  from 
that  State,  too,  whence  the  Federal  Government  had  de- 
rived its  title  to  most  of  the  country  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  East  of  the  Mississippi.  This  proposition 
I  hoped  to  have  seen  renewed  at  the  last  session,  and 
clothed  with  whatever  details  the  mover  had  thought  pro- 
per to  submit  to  the  Senate.  But,  learning  that  it  Nvas 
not  his  purpose  to  renew  his  proposition,  ~ I  determined 
on  the  measure  myself,  and  seized  the  occasion  of  the 
present  bill,  then  under  consideration,  as  a  proper  one. 

The  amendment  submitted,  Mr.  President,  is  not  bur- 
dened with  detail.  The  proposition  is  a  plain  and  simple 
one,  encumbered  with  but  two  conditions  :  for,  if  correct 
in  the  principle  at  the  base  of  this  measure,  that  the 
equality  and  sovereignty  of  the  new  States  require  that 
these  States  should  have  the  control  of  the  public  lands 
within  their  limits,  then  it  would  be  unjust  to  attach 
many,  or  hard  conditions,  to  the  cession  :  tor  the  power 
of  attaching  onerous  conditions  includes  the  right  of  re- 
fusal. You  might  easily  attach  conditions  sucn  as  the 
States  could  not  accept. 

The  bill  proposes  a  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  applicable  alike  to  the  States  and  Territories  ; 
and  provides,  that,  after  the  lands  shall  have  been  many 
years  in  market ;  after  ajl  the  good  shall  have  been  sold, 
and  the  bad  aixl  worthless  reached  the  minimum  of  25 
cents  per  acre,  that  the  readue  of  worthless  lands  shall 
be  relinquished  to  the  States.  iMie  an^crdment  proposes 
that  the  whole  system  of  the  bill  shall  apply  to  the  Terri- 
tories only,  and  that  the  lands  in  th»*States  shall  forth- 
with be  ceded  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie.  One  con- 
dition of  the  amendment  is,  that  the  States  shall  not  put 
those  lands  into  market  at  a  lower  minimum  than  shall  be 
established  by  Congress,  for  their  lands  of  equal  value  in 
the  TciTitories.  This  is  to  provide,  that  tlie  Legislatures 
of  the  States,  who  will  ahvays  know  more  of  the  wants  of 
the  People  than  we  can  know — who  will  always  be  more 
disposed  to  put  their  Unds  Into  the  hands  of  the  industri- 
ous poor,  on  terms  more  favorable  than  tJiis  Govern- 
ment— and  who  will  know  better  than  we  can  know, 
when  to  give  pre-emption  rights  and  donations  to  actual 
settlers— may  not  undersell,  and  render  the  hundreds  of 
millions  that  would  still  belong  to  the  Union,  in  the  Ter. 
ritories,  of  little  value.  It  is  to  provide  that  the  States 
may  not  hereufter  do,  what  this  Government  would  not 
consent  should  be  done,  in  regulation  of  the  price. 

The  other  condition  is,  that  the  Indian  title  to  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  States  shall  be  extinguished, 
hereafter,  at  the  expense  of  the  States.  This  provision 
seems  necessar}-,  because,  bv  the  Constitution,  the  treaty- 
making  power  is  vestefl  in  the  President  and  Senate,  and 
would  have  to  be  employed  in  our  negotiations  with  the 
Indians.     Any  details  abo\it  Land  Offices,  Suneys,  &€. 
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would  be  useless.  The  States  would  establtsh  their  own 
land  offices,  and  regulate  the  surveys  an  they  might  think 
proper  j  and,  in  the  Territories,  the  system,  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  ■graduating  attached,  would  remain  i»s  at  present. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  ndt  vain  enough  to  suppose 
that,  in  this  proposition,  1  shall  have  luckily  hit  on  that 
which  will  be  most  acceptable  to  the  Senate.  In  relation 
to  the  terms,  wliich  are  eauitable  and  just,  and  on  which 
the  lands  should  be  ceded  to  the  States,  we  are  as  liable 
to  hold  a  great  variety  of  discordant  opinions  as  on  any 
other  subject  ?  and  the  abstract  proposition,  on  which, 
perhaps,  a  large  majority  are  agreed,  is  in  danger  of  be- 
mg  lost  by  the  discordance  of  its  friends.  If,  however, 
we  shall  unfortunately  come  to  no  unison  of  opinion  at 
the  present  time,  still  I  hope  that'  the  discussion  will  be 
useful,  in  the  comparison  of  opinions,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  views  ;  and  that,  if  not  at  the  present,  at  some 
future  day,  it  may  aid  in  coming  to  some  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 

This  Union  is,  in  theor}%  formed  of  sovereign,  equal, 
and  independent  States.  In  the  older  members  of  this 
Confederacy,  the  Federal  Government  sets  up  no  claim 
to  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands ;  has  no  land  offi- 
ces, derives  no  revejiucs  from  the  sales  of  lands.  In  the 
new  States,  this  Government  is  the  lonl  of  the 'soil,  has 
established  land  offices,  and  collects  millions  from  the 
sales  of  lands.  A  statesman  or  historian,  making  himself 
acquainted  with  our  system,  would  pronounce  it,  in  the- 
ory, beautiful.  With  nothing  would  he  be  more  pleased 
than  with  the  republican  equality  of  the  States.  But 
what  would  be  his  surprise,  when  told,  that,  in  seveii  of 
these  States,  the  soil  itself  belonged  to  the  Government 
of  the  Union,  while,  in  seventeen  States,  the  soil  belong- 
ed to  the  States  themselves.  Would  he  not  instantly  in- 
quire, why  are  the  States  of  this  Confederacy  equal  in 
theory,  when  they  are  not  so  in  fact  ?  Why  arc  they  not 
made  equal  in  reality,  as  they  are  in  name  '  The  answer 
to  this  last  inquiry  would  be  the  reasons  against  the  pro- 
position now  before  the  Senate.  He  would  then  hear, 
as  we  have  so  often  heard,  of  the  cessions,  the  pledge, 
and  the  compacts. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that  these  are  usually  re- 
sorted to,  as  the  authority  of  this  Government,  to  hold 
the  lands  in  the  States  ;  but  these  authorities,  taken  in 
connexion  with  other  portions  of  the  history  of  that  day, 
instead  of  showing  title  in  the  Federal  Government,  may, 
in  nny  opinion,  safely  be  relied  on,  to  sustain  a  different 
position.  It  surely  was  the  intention  of  the  States  ceding, 
and  of  Congress  in  receiving,  these  cessions,  that  the 
territory  thus  ceded  should  be  formed  into  States,  and 
should  be  received  into  the  Union,  as  free,  sovereign,  and 
independent  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever.  That  they  should  thus 
be  received  into  the  Union  was  most  certainly  the  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  To  establish 
and  sustain  the  political  equality  of  the  States,  the  Con- 
stitution had  extended  favora  to  tlie  small  States.  It  had 
put  political  power,  in  some  instances,  into  the  hands  of 
the  small  States,  to  balance  numbers  of  the  larg^  States. 
The  equal  representation  in  the  Senate  is  an  evidence  of 
this.  I  will  take  a  brief  notice  of  these  cessions,  this 
pledge,  and  these  compacts;  and  being  more  familiar 
with  my  own  country  than  that  of  any  other,  I  will  take 
my  facts  and  illustrations  from  that  district  chiefly  ceded 
hy  Viiginia  to  the  Union — ^that  portion  of  countrj'  out  of 
which  is  formed  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
I  will  leave  to  others — to  the  Senators  fiom  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri — to  speak  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  public  hinds  whicli  was  acquired  by  treaty 
from  France  and  Spain,  and  by  cession  from  other  States 
than  Virginia. 

The  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation  declared,  that 
lu)  State  should  be  deprived  of  ttrritory  for  the  benefit 


of  the  United  States.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  ces- 
sions. Tlie  cession  from  Virginia  was  auUiorizcd  by  act 
of  her  Legislative  body  in  1783,  and  was  formally  trans- 
ferred  by  her  delegates  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confede- 
ration, by  deed  bearing  date  the  first  of  March,  1784. 
These  transactions  were  anterior  to  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  cannot  be  under^ 
stood,  without  recurring  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  took  place.  These  circumstances,  some  of 
them  imperious  and  controlling  in  their  character,  and 
these  only,  can  give  us  the  reasons  of  the  actors  of  that 
day,  and  unfold  their  views  about  the  public  domain.  It 
had  been  a  matter  of  much  complaint,  on  the  part  of  se* 
veral  States,  that,  in  the  articles  of  Confederation,  no 
disposition  was  made  of  the  erown  lands.  This  will  be 
found,  perhaps,  as  fully  set  forth,  in  the  objections  of  Kew 
Jersey  to  the  Confederation,  as  any  where  else.  The  ob- 
jections of  New  Jersey  to  the  articles  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, respecting  the  public  lands,  were  as  follows — ^Vol.  L 
U.  S.  Laws,  p.  24. 

**  Tlic  ninth  article  provide,  that  no  State  sliall  be  de- 
prived of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Slates." 
**  It  was  ever  the  confident  expecUtion  of  this  State,  that 
the  benefits  derived  from  a  successful  contest,  were  to  be 
general  and  proportionate,  and  that  the  property  of  the 
common  enemy,  fallings  in  consequence  of  a  prosperous  . 
issue  of  th«  M-ar,  would  belong  to  the  United  States,  and 
be  appropriated  to  their  use.  We  are,  therefore,  greatly 
disappointed,  in  finding  no  provision  made  in  the  Confe* 
deration,  for  empowering  the  Congress  to  dispose  of  such 
property,  but  especially  the  vacant  and  unpatented  lands, 
commonly  called  the  crown  lands,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses  of  the  war,  and  for  such  other  public  and  general 
purposes."  "  Heason  and  justice  must  decide,  tliat  tlic 
property  which  existed  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
previous  to  the  present  Revolution,  ought  now  to  belong 
to  the  Congress,  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  States."  "  Shall  such  States  as  are  shut  out  by 
situation,  from  availing  themselves  of  the  least  advantage 
fi'om  this  quarter,  be  left  to  sink  under  an  enormous  debt, 
whilst  others  are  enabled  in  a  short  period,  to  replace  all 
their  expenditures,  from  the  hai*d  earnings  of  the  whole 
j  Confederacy  ?" 

j  The  proposition  of  New  Jersey  was,  that  all  the  crown 
lands,  all  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  all  the 
States,  should  belong  to  CnngresSf  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue, to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war.  But  this  propo- 
sition so  to  amend  the  articles  of  the  Confederation  was 
rejected  by  the  Congress  of  1778,  to  whicli  it  was  sub- 
mitted, tlirce  States  only,  out  often,  voting  for  it. 

The  objections  of  Maryland  to  the  articles  of  the  Con- 
federation were  also  submitted  to  the  same  Congress. 
An  amendment  was  moved,  in  behalf  of  Maryland,  "  that 
"  the  United  SUtes,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have 
**  power  to  appoint  commissioners,  who  shall  be  fully  au- 
**  thorized  and  empowered  to  ascertain  and  restrict  the 
**  boundary  of  sucli  of  the  confederated.  States,  which 
"  claim  to  extend  to  the  river  Mississippi  or  South  Sea." 
This  was  also  negatived. 

!      The  objections  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  same  articles, 

were   also  considered  by  the  Congress  of  1778.      It 

was  proposed  by  that  Slate,  to  add,    *«  that  all   lands 

*«  within  these  States,  the  property  of  which,  before  the 

•*  present  war,  was  vested  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 

•'  or  oat  of  which  revenues  from  quit-rents  arise,  payable 

j  "  to  the  said  crown,  shall  be  deemed,  taken,  and  consi. 

;  '  *  dcred,  as  the  property  of  these  United  St.^tes,  and  be 

;  "  disposed  of  and  appropriated  by  Congress^  for  the  be- 

j  "  nefit  of  the   whole  Confederacy."    This  proposition 

j  was  also  negatived,  by  a  vole  of  States,  nine  to  one.    So 

far  then  wc  have,  in  three  instances,  the  solemn  decision 

r  of  Congress,  against  the  assumption  of  power  over  the  un- 

1  appropriated  Iand.s,  within  the  limits  of  the  States.    Nor 
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indeed,  does  it  appear,  that,  after  that  period,  1778,  was 
the  proposition  to  give  Congress  the  right  of  soil  in  the 
States  ever  renewed.  This,  sir,  is  a  vei-y  important  part 
of  our  history,  respecting  the  public  lands.  In  these  three 
instances.  Congress  positively  refused  to  assume  the 
power  of  interfering  witli  the  right  of  soil,  in  the  sove- 
reign ATid  independent  States.  Congress  seemed  to  say 
of  that  proposition,  that,  being  already  clothed  with  the 
tword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation,  if  power  over  the  soil 
were  added,  there  would  be  nothing  but  the  shadow  of 
a  name  left  to  the  States. 

Many  causes,  however,  operated  in  producing  these 
voluntary  cessions  on  the  part  of  the  States.  Those  States 
in  which  there  were  but  little  unappropriated  lands,  and 
on  whom  the  pressure  of  the  war  debt  was  at  that  time 
heavy,  allured  by  the  expectations,  that  there  were  pub- 
lic lands  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt,  were  pressing  the 
idea  of  cession.  Some  of  the  States  had  not  yet  joined 
the  Confederacy,  dissatisfied  with  the  articles  of  Confede- 
ration ;  and  in  order  to  quiet  the  discordant  elements  of 
the  day,  it  was  necessary  to  hit  upon  some  measure  like- 
ly to  produce  that  eflect.  Congress,  accordingly,  by  act 
of  1780,  recommended  to  the  several  States  having  wild 
lands,  to  make  liberal  cessions  of  them  to  the  Union,  to 
pay  the  debt  of  the  Revolution.  This  measure  promised 
to  have  the  desired  effect.  Nor  was  the  situation  of  the 
States  holding  these  lands,  calculated  to  dissuade  them 
from  such  cessions.  Virginia  had  been  exposed  to  great 
expenditures  and  sacrifices,  in  the  prosecution  of  her  In- 
dian wars,  and  in  garrisoning  of  posts  on  the  territory  in 
question,  and  to  her,  who  had  experience  on  that  sub- 
ject, there  was  little  prospect  that  her  finances,  all  things 
considered,  were  in  a  short  time  to  be  much  benefitted 
by  her  public  lands.  The  validity  of  her  title,  too, 
owing  to  the  unexpected  extent  of  her  grant  from  the 
British  crown,  and  its  clashing  with  that  of  Connecticut, 
no  doubt  strongly  induced  her  to  the  proposed  cession. 
The  grant  of  Connecticut  running  indefinitely  West,  and 
that  of  Virginia  indefinitely  North,  would  have  thrown 
them  upon  the  same  territory,  from  the  Western  limits 
of  Pennsylvania,  along  the  shores  of  the  Northern  lakes, 
to  the  banks  of  the  Mifflissippi.  They  would  have  held 
disputed  titles,  and  of  all  things,  collisions  among  the 
States  were  at  that  time  to  be  most  carefully  avoided. 
Nor  does  the  value  set  uyion  these  lands  at  that  day,  seem 
to  bear  any  comparison  with  their  value  according  to  mo- 
dem estimates. 

In  examining  the  whole  history  of  these  cessions,  from 
the  articles  of  the  Confederation  to  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution,  we  find  nothing  to  incline  us  to  the  opinion, 
that  either  Virginia  or  the  United  States  expected  this 
vast  expanse  of  territory  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
Union,  10  the  same  condition  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Vir- 
ginia at  the  time  of  cession.  That  the  condition  in  which 
these  lands  were  placed  by  the  cession,  was  not  intended 
by  either  party  to  be  a  permanent  one,  is  most  certain 
fronv  tlic  cession  itself,  in  which  it  i<»  stipulated  that  new 
States  shall  be  formed  out  of  this  territory. 

But,  it  is  sai<l  that  we  may  not  cede  the  lands  to  the 
States,  because  Congress  stands  bound  to  appropriate 
their  proceeda  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  The 
pledge,- as  it  is  called,  is  imme<liately  referred  to.  This 
pledge,  sir,  I  believe,  is  to  be  found*  no  where  else  than 
in  the  act  of  cession  of  Virginia,  and  in  her  deed  of  trans- 
fer  to  the  Union.  If  this  be  a  pledge,  it  is  made  by  Vir- 
ginia herself,  and  is  a  guarantee  that  Congress  will  so  ap- 
propriate  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  It  is  not,  as 
IS  generally  understood,  a  pledge  made  to  Virginia  b^- 
<;ongress.  But,  consider  it  ifi  that  light,  and  associate  it 
with  other  parts  of  that  instrument  from  which  it  cannot 
be  separated,  and  you  cannot  fan-ly  understand  it  to  have 
reference  at  all  to  a  period,  after  the  political  condition 
of  the  territor}'  shall  have  been  totally  changed— after  it 


shall  have  been  formed  into  sovereign,  free,  and  inde- 
pendent States. 

Much  stress  appears  to  be  placed  on  the  language  of 
this  pledge  It  is  there  said,  that  the  lands 'so  ceded 
"  shall  be  considered  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  be. 
*«  nefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or 
"  shall  become,  members  of  the  Confederacy,  or  Federal 
**  alliance  of  the  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
"  tlieir  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  genera]  chaise 
"  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide 
"  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
"  purpose  whatsoever."  There  is  not,  in  this  pledge, 
any  stipulation,  that  the  new  States,  when  admitted  into 
the  Union,  shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  dispo- 
sal of  the  soil. 

But,  sir,^  whatever  the  language  of  this  pledge  may 
be,  the  object  of  the  contracting  parties  is  plainly  ex- 
pressed. That  object  was,  that  all  the  States  should  be- 
come, and  remain,  members  of  the  Confederacy  ;  and,  as  a 
strong  inducement  for  so  doing,  it  was  stipulated,  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  ceded  lands  should  be  appropriated  in 
favor  only  of  those  States  that  had  subscribed  the  articles 
of  Confederation.  1  he  quotas  of  such  States  as  were 
not  members  of  the  Confederacy,  sliould  be  required  of 
them  unaided  by  the  proceeds  of  the  territorial  lands. 
Nor  is  this  view  of  the  subject  weakened  by  the  fiict,.that 
most  of  the  thirteen  States  had,  previous  to  these  ces- 
sions, joined  the  Confederacy  :  for  the  policy  of  the  ces- 
sion had  been  determined  on  in  1780.  New  York  had 
ceded  before  Virginia  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
at  least  one  of  the  delegates  from  Maryland  subscribed 
the  articles  of  Confederation  the  same  day  that  New  York 
ceded  her  unappropriated  lands  to  the  Union. 

This  provision  held  out  to  the  New  States,  thereafter  to 
be  formed,  strong  inducements  to  join  the  Confederacy  ; 
for,  refusing  to  do  so.  they  would  be  deprived  of  their  re- 
spective proportions  of  the  proceeds  of  the  territorial 
lands,  while  they  would  be  chargeable  with  their^iropor- 
tions  of  the  public  debt.  The  inducement,  too,  in  their 
case,  was  much  strengthened  by  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
which  prohibited  them,  after  they  should  become  States, 
from  interfering  witfi  the  primary  disposal  of  their  own 
soil,  until  they  should  have  joined  the  Confederation. 

But,  connected  with  ibis  pledge,  there  is  another  ob- 
jection urged.  The  special  words  of  the  prohibition  not 
to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil.  Sec.  is 
understood  by  some  as  expressing  a  pei^petuity  co  exten- 
sive with  time.  This  language,  however,  is  familiar  to 
the  statute  book,  and  from  it  nothing  can  be  inferred.  It 
is  to  be  found  in  almost  every  act  of  Congress,  from  the 
Confederation  to  the  present  time.  We  are  in  the  habit 
of  saying  in  our  statutes  today,  that  this,  that,  or  the 
other  regulation,  shall  be,  and  for  ever  remain,  the  law 
of  the  land,  while  we  possess  the  power,  and  frequent- 
ly, at  the  next  session,  exercise  it,  of  repealing  such 
law. 

1  have  said,  Mr.  President,  that  this  pledge  has  refer- 
ence only  to  a  Territorial  form  of  government,  and  has 
no  reference  whatever  to  a  period,  after  tlie  political  con- 
dition of  the  countrj'  shall  have  been  totally  changed^-af- 
ter  it  shall  have  been  formed  into  sovereign,  free,  and  in- 
dependent States.  And,  if  it  be  not  susceptible  of  this 
construction,  it  cannot  be  reconciled  with  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  which  says,  that,  whenei'eraiiy  of  thesaid  States 
shall  have  60,000  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  State  shall 
be  aduiitted,  by  its  Delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever.  If  the  construction  just  jgivcn 
be  not  the  true  one,  the  pledge  and  this  provision  of  the 
ordinance  are  at  war  with  each  other — are  destructive  of 
each  other.  And  suppose,  sir,  that  these  lands  were 
pledged  in  perpetuity,  under  all  political  circumstances, 
ibr  the  payment  of  the  public  debt :  For  what  debt  ? 
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Surely  for  no  other  than  the  $43,000,000  then  existing. 
And  has  not  that  sum,  in  amount,  been  often  fMiid. 

But  do  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  pledge  is  a  sacred 
one,  and  may  not  be  touched,  until  every  tittle  of  the 
procrastinated  Revolutionary  debt  shall  be  paid  ?  And  if 
so,  will  aome  one  be  kind  enougli  to  tell  the  Senate  how 
it  comes  to  pass  that  more  than  20,000,000  of  acres  have 
already  been  legislated  away  in  military  bounties,  and  for 
other  purposes  than  paying  the  debt  of  the  Revoluti«m  } 
This  ple^^  wonld  seem  to  be  one  of  iezible,  convenient 
character.  Whenever  it  becomea  necessary  for  this  Go- 
vernment to  diveK  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  from 
the  object  of  this  pledge,  it  can  forthwith  be  done ;  but 
when  the  fair  claims  of  the  new  States  are  presented  for 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  these  lands,  then,  indeed.,  this 
pledge  rises  in  great  majesty  and  strength.  Put  this  mat- 
ter on  what  ground  soever  you  plesse,  these  lands  are 
long  ago  released.  If -bound  for  the  payment  of  the  Re- 
volutionary debt,  that  debt  is,  in  amount,  long  ago  paid  f 
and- if  inseparable  from  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  they 
are  in  that  wsy  released,  although  the  debt  be  not 
paid. 

If  we  carefully  examine  the  ordinance  of  1787,  we  shall 
see,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  it  never  was  intended,  in  the 
great  mass  of  its  provisions,  to  be  applicable  to  the  States 
when  formed  :  for  some  of  its  provisions  are  entirely  in- 
consistent with  every  idea  of  State  government,  and  in 
that  view,  they  are  contradictory  to  oiie  another.  Can 
any  one  believe  that  the  ordinance  would  guaranty,  on  a 
particular  event,  the  admission  of  these  States  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
respects  whatever,  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of  Con- 
greaa  to  retain  the  fiill  property  of  the  soil,  while  the 
soil  of  the  ori^nal  States  belonged  to  those  States  ? 

The  resolution  of  1780  provided  for  the  formation  of  the 
ceded  territory  into  States,  and  determined,  that,  when 
admitted,  they  should  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  [and  independence,  as  the  other  States.  The 
ordinance  specified  the  boimdaries  of  the  districts,  and  re- 
cognized them  as  States,  before  their  admission  into  the 
Union.  It  gave  them  the  right,  severally,  of  demanding 
such  admission,  whenever  they  should  have  sixty  thou- 
sand free  inhabitants,  and  gave  them  the  right,  also,  of 
forming  for  themselves  permanent  Constitutions  and  State 
Governments.  -Being  recognized  as  States  before  they 
had  joined  the  Confederacyrthe  Congress  of  1787  thought 
proper  to  restrain  them,  previous  to  their  joining  the 
Union,  from  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil.  This  was, 
perhaps,  at  that  day,  when  every  patriot  was  tremblingly 
solicitous  for  the  stability  and  perpetuity  of  the  Repubhc, 
a  valuable  provision.  It  held  otit  inducements,  strong 
and  powcrfiil,  to  the  new  States,  to  become  members  of 
the  Confederacy  ;  and  it  was  the  Legislatures  of  the  new 
States,  who  had  not  joined  t!»e  Confederacy,  and  these 
only,  that  were  prohibited  interfering  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  soik  They  had  a  right  to  demand  admis- 
sion with  a  population  of  sixty  thousand,  and  to^ibrm,  at 
that  period,  permanent  «Constitutions  and  State  Govern- 
ments. They  were,  at  that  period  of  tbeir  history,  and 
not  tiirthen,  promised  admission  on  an  equid  footing  with 
the  original  States  ;  and  if  Congress  had  refused  them  ad- 
mission, they  would  still  have  remained  States,  and  the 
ec^ual  footing  which  was  guarantied  them,  being  ascer- 
tained by  comparison  with  the  original  Sutes,  would  have 
attached  to  them. 

This  opinion  is  not  novel..  For  this  opinion,  the  ablest 
statesmen  contended,  in  the  questioo  of  admitting,  with- 
out restriction,  the  State  of  Missouri.  *  I  will  not,  Mr.  Pres- 
sident»  weary  the  Senate,  in  giving  extracts  from  the 
speeches  of  that  day,  volumes  of  which  could  be  instant- 
ly produced.  The  occasion  is  in  the  recollection  of 
every  one.  It  was  contended  for,  by  many  of  the  advo- 
cates fyt-^fi  Missouri  admissioB^  that  she,  baring  formed 


her  Constitution,  convened  her  Legislative  body,  enact- 
ed her  own  laws,  was,  in  very  deed,  a  State,  and  dkather 
State  sovereignty  and  equality,  included  her  right  to  her 
public  doknaip.  It  may  also  be  stated,  with  much  cer- 
tainty, that  difficulties  such  as  these,  finally  kicked  the 
beam  in  favor  of  her  admission,  more  than  any  constitu- 
tional argument. 

1  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  the  Constitution  will  be  re- 
sorted to  for  aid  in  the  present  case.  We  shsU,  no  doubt, 
have  quoted  upon  us  the  third  section  of  the  fourth,  ai^ 
the  whole  of  the  sixth  article.  We  shall  be  told  that 
Congress  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  reg«ilattons  inspecting  the  Territory,  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States.  But, 
those  who  contend  for  the  vaEdity  of  the  ordinance,  and 
its  application  in  the  present  case,  will  surely  not  take  tha 
ground  that  its  provisions  were  changed  by  the  Coostitu* 
tion  ;  for,  if  they  do,  they  have  themselves  no  ground  to 
stand  upon.  If  you  say  the  ordinance  was  repealed  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  wiiittd  States,  you  lose  the  bene- 
fit of  its  prohibitions  against  the  new  States  t  and  if  you 
admit  that  the  ordinance,  with  its  guarantees  in  favor  of 
the  new  States,  is  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution,  you 
must  admit,  that  the  new  States,  with  a  population  of 
60,000,  were  entitled  to  admission  into  the'  Union,  on  ftp 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

The  ordinance  is^  in  many  of  its  provisions,  a  compact 
between  the  original  States  and  the  People  and  States  in 
the  Territory.  It  contains  engagements  of  both  parties « 
and  ^e  sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that  idl 
engagements,  entered  into  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Conbtitutton,  shall  be  valid.  The  ordinance  contem- 
plated the  public  lands  as  belonging  to  the  new  States, 
after  their  admismon  into  the  Union  ;  and,  if  all  other  au«  - 
thorities  were  wanting  to  prove  this,  the  ninth  article  of 
the  Confederation  would  be  sufficient.  It  dechres,  that 
no  State  shall  be  deprived  of  territoiy  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States.  These  articles  were  made  for  the  go- 
vernmeht  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  States  which 
should  adopt  them  in  iPhture  i  and  the  ordinance  was 
framed  in  accordance  with  those  articles.  They  were  the 
basis  of  the  ordinance  of  17^7.  They  were  the  consti. 
tutlon  of  that  day,  and  the  ordinance  cannot  be  construed 
in  violation  of  them.  The  meaning  of  the  ordinance, 
compared  with  this  article,  becomes  perfectly  clear. 

Mr.  President,  the  union  of  the  States  was  the  grand 
object  of  all  parties  in  the  regulation  of  the  Territorial 
lands.  The  aKicles  of  confederation  had  provided,  that 
no  State  should  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States »  that  Congress  should  not  assume 
the  ownership  of  the  soil  in  the  States.  With  this,  many 
States  w«^re  dissatisfied,  and  hesitated  about  joining  the 
Union.  To  remedy  this,  the  cessions  provided,  that  no 
State  out  of  the  Confederacy  should  participate  in  the 
proceeds  of  those  lands  ?  and  the  ordinance  further  pro- 
vided, that  the  new  States,  refusing  to  join  the- Union, 
shoidd  not  only  be  excluded  from  all  participation  in  the 
proceeds  of  the  territorial  lands  without  their  limits,  but 
that  they  should  be  prohibited  from  interfering  with  the 
pnmary  disposal  of  the  soil  within  their  limits.  As  a  fur- 
ther mducemcnt  to  the  new  States  to  join  the  Confedera- 
cy, the  ordinance  stipulated  that  they  should  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  with  a  population  of^  60,000,  on  an  equal 
ftnAmjg  with  the  original  SUtes,  in  allrcspects  whatever « 
and  the  Constitution,  in  sustenance  of  the  same  policy, 
provides,  that  all  engagements  entered  into  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  SUtes,  under  the  Constitution,  as  under  the  Con- 
federation. So  that  the  articles  of  tlie  Confederation,  the 
acts  of  cession,  the  ordinance  of  17S7,  and  the,  Conbtitu- 
tton itself,  forni  a  perfect  and  harmonious  chain  of  poll- 
cy^the  grand  object  of  which  was^  the  union  and  eotial* 
ity  ef  the  SUtes.  ^ 
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Then,  Mr.  President,  if  at  all  correct  in  this  view,  it 
may  well  be  asked,  by  M'hat  means  have  the  new  States 
been  deprived  of  their  equality,  of  the  rig^ht  of  soil  ?  I 
am  well  aware,  sir,  of  the  answer  to  be  expected  here. 
Here  the  compacts  made  with  the  new  States  are  brought 
into  view.  Here,  notwithstanding  the  guarantee  that  the 
new  States  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever  \ 
that  they  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty  and 
equality  with  the  old  States  ;  we  are  told  that  the'sove- 
reignty  of  the  States  are,  tub  modo,  conditional ;  that,  if 
one  condition  may  be  attached  another  may,  and  that, 
whatever  our  political  rights  would  have  been,  if  we  had 
never  made  the  compacts,  we  must  now  abide  by  them, 
and  have  no  reason  to  complain.  And  are  we  to  be  told, 
that,  although  the  sovereignty  and  equality  of  the  States, 
As  well  as  the  stipulations  of  the  ordmance,  would  have 
given  us,  without  the  compacts,  the  soil  of  our  country » 
we  are  to  be  deprived  of  that  first  attribute  of  sovereignty 


by  the  conditions  imposed,  when  we  asked  permission 
to  form,  for  ounelves»  a  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment ? 

These  compacts,  it  is  true,  ought  never  to  have  been 
made  {  and,  however  soon  we  may  get  clear  of  them,  we 
rfiall  have  suffered  sufHciently  by  them.  A  Territorial 
form  of  Government  is,  indeed,  not  to  be  desired.  It  has 
been  one  of  turmoil  and  strife,  wheresoever  it  has  been 
introduced.  The  Territories,  anxious  to  gain  a  political 
elevation,  anxious  to  gain  the  level  of  equality  with  the 
original  States,  did  not  rightly  consider  the  immense  sa- 
crifices they  were  making  for  the  name,  while  they  were 
not  really  acquiring  the  substance  of  equality  and  inde- 
pendence. They  had  a  right  to  demand  admission  with 
a  population  of  60,'000,  and  Congress  might,  in  then-  dis- 
cretion, receive  them  into  the  Union  with  a  less  popula- 
tion. Some  of  the  new  States  asked  for  admission  with 
a  less  population.  This  was  the  case  with  Ohio,  the  first 
from  the  Territory  in  question.  Ohio,  tired  with  her  Ter- 
ritorial relations  to  th«  Union,  asked,  by  her  Delegate, 
permission  to  form,  for  herself,  a  Constitution  and  State 
Government,  with  a  leas  population  tlian  60,000.  Con- 
gress, imder  these  circumstances,  having  the  power  to 
admit  or  not,  responded  to  this  request  of  Ohio  with  con  • 
ditions.  That  part  of  the  ordinance  which  prohibited 
the  new  States  from  full  property  in  the  soil,  until  they 
should  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  was  made  perpetual ; 
and  the  prohibition  of  sale  and  taxation  was  imposed,  for 
no  other  consideration,  than  a  few  sections  of  school 
lands,  a  few  supposed  salt  springs,  and  five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  for  internal  improve- 
ments. This  is  the  history  of  the  matter  in  reference  to 
Ohio. 

l.ouisiana  was  next  admitted  into  the  Union,  with  a 
Territory  obtained,  by  treaty,  from  France.  That  the 
People  of  Louisiana,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  re-> 
ceive  from  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  almost  any 
quantity  of  land  for  occupying  it ;  a  People  anxious  to 
experience  the  full  benefits  of  the  Government  to  which 
they  had  recently  been  attached ;  should  hAve  been 
thoughtless  about  any  regulation  on  the  subject  of  their 
public  lands,  ig  not  wonderful.  Louisiana,  too,  like  Ohio, 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  with  a  less  population  than 
60,000. 

Indiana  was  the  next  State  admitted  into  the  Union. 
She  had,  before  she  applied  through  her  Delegate,  for 
admission,  a  population  of  more  than  60,000.  She  had 
a  right  to  demand  admission  under  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
Following,  however,  the  example  of  others,  under  cir- 
cumstances less  favorable  than  her  own,  instead  of  form- 
ing her  Constitution,  and  demanding  unconditional  ad* 
mission  into  the  Union,  as,  by  the  ordinance,  she  had  a 
riglit  to  do,  she  procured  the  passage  of  a  similar  law, 
authorising  her  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Govern- 


ment, giving  up  Uie  right  of  soil  and  taxation  to  the  Fe- 
deral Government. 

The  compacts,  themselves,  adroit  the  rights  "of  the 
States  to  the  public  lands  :  for  they  stipulate  conditions. 
The  compact  not  to  tax,  implies  the  right  of  taxing  on 
the  part  of  the  new  States,  unrestricted  by  the  compact. 
The  compact  not  to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of 
the  soil,  implies  the  right  to  interfere,  Onrestricted  by  the 
compact.  If  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government,  in 
these  respects,  had  been  clear,  on  constitutional  grounds, 
or  on  well-established  principles,  we  should  have  had  no 
compacts,  no  bargaining  about  it.  Congress  did  not  ask 
the  States  to  enter  into  compacts  not  to  declare  war,  not 
to  make  treaties,  not  to  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prisal, or  keep  troops  and  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace. 
Anrl  why  ?  Because  the  Constitution  itself  clearly  inhi- 
bited these  powers  to  the  States. 

Sir,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  new  States  are  now 
contending  with  this  Government  on  terms  vety  unequal. 
They  are  little  else  than  vassals  and  tributaries  to  the 
power  of  this  Union,  and  they  have  all  the  force  of  the 
compacts  agsinst  them.  But  I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe, 
that  this  consideration  is  to  prevent  that  justice  now, 
which  at  first  should  have  been  done.  I  believe  that,  as 
soon  as  it  shall  appear,  that  the  condition  of  the  new 
States,  in  reference  to  their  public  lands,  is  one  of  abject 
and  humiliating  dependence ;  inconsistent  with  the  rights 
of  sovereignty  and  equality  ;  inconsistent  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  and  their  character  as  States  ;  that  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate  will  instantly  prevail. 
We  claim,  as  we  believe,  a  constitutional  right ;  make 
a  reasonable  demand,  that  you  should  restore  to  us  the 
soil  of  our  country,/  which  you  ought^never  to  have  taken 
from  us.  Do  you  talk  of  equitable'  conditions,  the  ex- 
penses of  Indian  wars,  and  Indian  treaties  in  the  countiy  ; 
the  expenses  of  purchasing  Louisiana  and  Florida,  from 
France  and  Spain  :  and,  if  you  had  never  owned  one  fbot 
of  soil  Northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  would  your  Indian 
Wars  and  Indian  treaties  have  been  tbs  less  expensive  ? 
Your  line  of  frontier  South  of  the  Ohio  would  not  have 
been  quite  so  long  ?  but  the  whole  country  between  the 
Ohio  river  and  the  Lakes  would  have  been  covered  with 
an  innumerable  horde  of  Northern  warriors,  who  coidd,  at 
any  moment,  have  carried  desolation  into  the  Southern 
country.  Your  expenditures,  on  account  of  Indian  wars, 
would,  in  that  event,  have  been  much  greater,  than  at 
present  they  are.  And  if,  previous  .to  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  every  acre  had  been  granted  by  the  Crowns  of 
France  and  Spain,  to  individuals,  would  you  have  hesi- 
tated about  $  15,000,000  for  that  indispensable  appen- 
dage of  the  Union  ?  Would  not  ineviuble  wars  with  the 
nations  in  possession  of  that  country,  have  cost  you,  pro- 
bably ere  now,  this  amount  twice  told  ;  saying  nothing 
about  the  commerce  of  the  Western  country  ? 

If  the  idea  of  State  sovereignty,  strengthened  by  the 
equality  which  is  guarantied  to  the  new  States,  be  inse- 
parable from  the  right  of  soil,  then  you  cannot  withhold 
that  right  of  soil.  If  you  have  a  right  to  impose  condi- 
tions, then  may  you  impose  such  as  can  never  be  [com- 
plied with,  and,  in  this  way,  exercise  the  power  of 'refu- 
sal. But,  if  you  even  determine  that  you  have  the  right 
of  imposing  conditions,  then  we  say  to  you,  do  not  lay 
heavier  burdens  on  us  than  we  are  able  to  bear ;  do  not 
look  to  ns  to  contribute  more  than  our  numerical  proper* 
tions  to  the  Treasiiry  of  the  nation.  In  requiring  us  to  re- 
imburse expenditures  on  account  of  Indian  wars  and  trea- 
ties, you  adopt  the  principle  of  levying  on  that  portion  of 
the  countt7  which  may,  unfortunately,  become  the  theft* 
tre  of  war,  the  expenses  of  that  war.  You  require  it  to 
sustain,  not  only  the  desolations  of  wai',  but  to  pay  the 
debts  created.  And  where  would  this  principle .  lead  ? 
It  would  haye  required  the  l^eople  of  this  District  to  hare 
rebuilt  the  President's  House  and  the  Capitol,  and  would 
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have  subjected  them  to  contributions  fer  every  expendi- 
ture here .    It  would  hare  required  the  People  of  the  Ni- 
agara frontier  to  have  borne  the  burden  of  the  Treasury* 
in  that  quarter,  instead  of  leceWing  remuneration  for 
burnt  villares,  and  lost  property  during  the  war.     And, 
besides,  this  principle  is  incapable  of  being  practised  on: 
for,  how  will  you  determine^  and  of  whom  will  you  re- 
quire, a  reimbursement  of  your  expenditures  in  Canada  ? 
It  was  my  intention,  sir,  to  have  presented  to  the  Se- 
nate, some  ai*»iments  on  the  principle  of  expediency, 
many  of  which  roi|^ht  be  umd  in  the  present  case.     I 
will,  however,  desist  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  be- 
ing unwilling  to  occupy  the  time  of  theS«nate.    I  will 
only  remark,  that  the  public  lands,  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue"; have  greatly  disappointed  the  expectations  of  thOse 
who  looked  to  them  as  the  means  of  paying  ih*  national 
debt     It  was,  no  doubt,  the  expectation  of  the  times, 
that  these  lands  wOuld  soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  ca- 
pitafists,  and  that  the  public  debt,  then  amounting  to 
about  43,000,000  dollars,  would  be  paid  before  any  of  the 
political  divisions  of  tlie  Northwestern  Territory  should 
gain  a  population  of  sixty  thousand,  and  be  prepared  for 
admission  into  the  Union.     Of  the  twenty  five  millions 
annually  paid  into  your  Treasury,  your  receipts  from 
lands  have  frequently  been  less  than  one  million.     And 
this  result  lias  sevend  times  happened,  when  you  had,  as 
at  present,  more  than  one  hundred  milh'ons  of  acres  in 
market.    Your  land  system  has  been  in  operation  about 
forty  years,  and  your  whole  receipts,  from  that  source  of 
revenue,  has  not  exceeded  36,000,000  dollars  ;  and  this 
aum  is  chargeable  with  heavy  incidental  expenditures  in 
collecting.     The  mSlion  derived  from  this  source,  can,  if 
the  means  of  the  Government  arc  insufficient  without  it, 
be  assessed  on  other  objects,  and  this  Government  would 
be  relieved  from  a  distracting^  subject,  which,  in  the  very 
fhct  of  your  time,  in  legislatmg  about  it,  and  in  the  cost 
of  its  necessary  details,  consumes  half  its  own  amount. 

But,  sir,  thei*e  is  another  point  of  view  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Senate  The  smount  of 
lands  with  which  this  amendment  has  any  thing  to  do, 
does  not  exceed  300  millions  of  acres,  the  quantity  con. 
tained  in  the  new  States  ;  while  the  whole  amount  of  the 
public  domain  is  estimated  at  tO  or  1 100,000,000.  And 
of  the  C00,000,000,  more  than  50  are  alreaily  disposed 
of,  in  military  bounties,  sales,  and  donations;  800  or 
900,fK)0,000  would  still  be  left  in  the  Territories  and  fur- 
ther West,  to  the  undisputed  control  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. 

The  public  lands  should  be  ceded  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  because  their  present  condition  is  not 
warranted  by  the  letter  cf  the  Constitution  of  this  Go- 
Tcmment.  The  Government  of  the  Union  is  one  of  limit- 
ed and  specified  power.  It  ^was  framed  with  a  cautious 
jealousy  of  its  encroachment  upon  the  States*  and  with 
the  view  of  transferring  from  them,  and  to  it,  no  powers 
which  they  eouM  exercise ;  no  powers  except  those 
which  are,  in  thetf  character,  national,  and  liecessary  for 
national  purposes.  Its  powers  are  carefully  enumerated 
and  specified;  and  so  jealous  were  its  framers,  that,  afler 
•veiy  specification  contained  in  it,  it  is  expressly  inhibited 
the  ezerdse  of  any  powers,  except  those  delegat(<d  to 
itself,  or  prohibited  to  the  States.  We  shaH  search  in 
vain  for  any  clause  in  the  Constittition,  which  prohibits 
to  the  States  the  exercise  of  any  |)owecs  connected  with 
the  public  lands.  In  all  the  original  States,  this  power 
has  always  been  exercised  by  the  States.  We  shall  search 
in  vain  for  any^lause  in  the  Constitution,  which  autho- 
rizes a  control  over  the  principal  object  of  sovereignty  in 
the  States — ^their  public  lands.  It  cannot  be  appendant 
to  the  word  Territory,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  for  Territory,  in  our  Constitution,  our  laws,  and 
our  history,  signifies  a  region  of  country  without  the 
limits  of  ar  State,  in,  and  over  which,  a  Territorial  Qo* 
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vemment  is  established.    We  say  the  Territory  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  Stc  \ 
but,  when  we  speak  of  the  public  lands,  we  say  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  those  Territories;  the  public  lands  in  the  States. 
The  one  term  signifies  a  political  division  of  the  cmmtry. 
The  other  is  a  term  by  which  we  designate  property. 
The  exercise  of  this  power  by  Cong^ss,  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  which  aspires  to  national 
objects,  unlike  that  under  considerations-national  con. 
cems,  such  as  the  States  aie  incompetent  to  legislate 
upon.     The  interests  submitted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, are  those  of  peace  and  of  war,  of  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  and  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country,  and  of 
such  system  of  finance,  as  may  be  foand  necessary  to 
give  active  energy  to  these  great  interests.     One  of  the 
principal  difficulties  in  the  formation  of  this  Government, 
was,  to  designate  the  boundary  betwixt  it  and  the  States  \ 
and  it  seems  to  have  been  the  care  of  its  framers,  to  avoid, 
as  much  as  possible,  all  municipal  legislation  ;  the  regula- 
tion of  all  local  and  domestic  concerns.    It  seems  to  have 
been  intended,  that  the  Fedeial  Government  should  not 
engage  in  that  which  the  States  were  competent  to  do. 
Now,  air,  test  the  present  case  by  any  of  these  rules, 
and  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion,  that,  with  this 
matter,    the  Federal  Government  has  nothing  to   do. 
The  Public  Lands  create  afield  of  municipal  legislation, 
inconsistent  with  its  general  purposes,  and  the  evident  in. 
tention  of  its  framers.     And,  if  in  any  degree  correct  in 
this  view,  the  compacts  are  unwarranted  by  the  Consti- 
tution )  and,  if  BO,  are  not  binding  on  the  States. 

I  deny,  sir,  the  Constitutional  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  hold  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  except 
for  the  purposes  designated  by  the  Constitution  {  such  as 
forts,  magpazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other  needful 
buildings  :  and,  to  enable  Congress  to  hold  lands  even 
for  these  purposes,  the  consent  of  tLe  Legislatures  of  the 
States  is  declared  to  be  necessary,  by  the  express  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution.  In  a  question  of  such  vital 
importance  to  the  new  States,  it  would  surely  not  be 
thought  unreasonable,  that  they  should  scrutinize  the  . 
power  which  takes  from  them  the  public  lands  within 
their  limits,  impurs  their  sovereignty,  and  deprives  them 
of  equality  with  the  original  States.  It  would  be,  at  least, 
some  consolation  to  know,  that  the  power  which  pros- 
trates them  at  the  feet  of  the  Union,  which  assigns  them 
a  level  lower  than  that  of  the  original  States,  is  based  on 
the  Constitution. 

The  power,  Mr.  Preadent,  of  the  Shites  to  make  com- 
pacts is  one  thing,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  another.  And,  although  the  States  may  have 
the  power  to  make  compacts^  by  which  a  potiion  of  their 
sovereignty  may  be  alienated,  yet  it  does  not  follow  of 
course,  that  they  have  a  right  to  transfer  such  sovereign 
power  to  the  Union,  or  that  the  Union  could  receive  or 
exercise  such  power.  The  boundary  separating  Federal 
and  Sute  powers,  may  be  considered  the  stability  of  our 
political  system.  This  boundary  may  not  be  passed  by 
either,  for  any  purpose  ;  neither  to  usurp  nor  to  transfer 
power :  for,  in  either  way,  would  our  system  be  deranged, 
and  the  Constitution  suner  violence.  A  State  may  have 
the  power  of  destroying  her  own  Constitution,  though 
totally  destitute  of  power  to  interfere  with  Uie  Constitu- 
tion of  another  State,  or  with  that  of  tiie  Union.  Sup- 
pose a  State  to  determine  on  its  own  dissolution  :  Could 
it  transfer  all  its  powers.  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Ju- 
dicial, to  the  Federal  Government '  And,  if  a  State 
could  so  transfer  iti  powers,  could  this  Government  re- 
ceive such  transfer,  or  exercise  such  powers  ?  Surely 
not :  if  one  jot  or  tittle  of  power,  not  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution, can  be  acquired  or  exercised  in  such  way  as 
this,  then  farewell  to  the  guards  against  usurpation  of 
power,  placed  by  the  wisest  and  best  of  men  around  the 
Constitution  :  Farewell  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Slates. 
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EstftblUh  this  doctrine,  and  we  may  live  to  see  a  consoli- 
dation of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  this  Government 
Then,  indeed,  would  the  Constitution  have  ]>rescribed  in 
vain  the  mode  of  its  own  amendment.  Vain  would  be 
the  provision  that  two-thirds  of  Congress,  or  of  the  States, 
should  agree  in  calling  a  Convention  to  propose  amend- 
ments, and  that  three-fourths  of  the  States  should  be  ne- 
cessary to  ratify  such  amendments,  if  the  Constitution  can 
be  changed  by  transfers  of  power  from  individual  States, 
or  bv  pompacts  with  the  several  States. 

I  lay  it  down,  sir,  as  a  proposition  not  to  be  resisted, 
that  the  rights  of  soil  and  taxation  ai-e  inseparable  from 
the  sovereignty  of  every  independent  State  j  and  to  sus- 
tain this  proposition,  no  other  proof  seems  to  be  necessary 
than  well  established  definitions.  What,  sir,  is  sovereign- 
ty ?  And  what  is  a  State  ?  Go  to  writers  on  national  law, 
or  to  the  ablest  expositions  of  our  most  enlightened 
statesmen,  for  answers  to  tliese  questions.  We  shall  here, 
no  doubt,  be  told,  that  nothing  can  be  found  in  national 
law  applicable  to  our  affairs.  But  we  must  be  permitted 
at  least  to  hope,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  is  not 
so  perfectly  destroyed  by  the  formation  of  the  General 
Government,  as  not  to  be  recognized  by  the  principles 
of  international  law.  It  is,  perhaps,  by  all  writers  on 
such  subjects,  taken  as  an  axiom,  that  the  public  domain 
is  the  first  gpind  object  of  sovereignly  in  extry  inde- 
pendent State.  In  pjoof  of  this  proposition ,  I  shall  refer 
the  Senate  to  some  authorities.  Vattel,  page  165,  says, 
that  *<  the  ^neral  domain  of  the  nation  gver  tiie  lands  it 
*<  inhabits,  is  natumlly  connected  with  the  empire  $  for, 
**  establishing  itself  in  a  vacant  country,  the  nation  cer- 
'*  tainty  did  not  pretend  to  have  the  least  dependence 
*'  there  on  an^'  other  power  ;  and  how  should  an  inde- 
"  pendent  nation  avoid  having  aiiihority  at  home  '  How 
'«  diould  it  govern  itself  at  its  pleasure  in  the  countr]^  it 
**  inhabits,  if  it  cannot  truly  ana  absolutely  dispose  of  it  ? 
**  And  how  should  it  have  the  full  and  absolute  domiun 
*<  of  the  place  in  which  it  has  no  command  ?  Another's 
«  sovereignty,  and  the  right  it  comprehends,  must  take 
«(  away  its  freedom  of  disposal." 

This  authority  would,  itself,  be  abundantly  sufficient  to 
prove  the  proposition  laid  down.  The  high  character  of 
its  author  must  be  set  at  naught,  or  it  cannot  be  resisted. 
But  I  shall  make  another  quotation  from  the  same  book, 
wliich,  if  the  author  of  the  compllution  had  written  with 
our  system  before  him,  and  with  reference  to  no  other 
form  of  government,  could  not  be  more  applicable  to  our 
affairs.  It  is  to  be  found  at  page  3,  and  is  in  these  words : 
"  Several  sovereign  and  independent  States  may  unite 
"  themselves  together  by  a  pei^setual  confederacy,  with- 
*<  out  each,  in  particular,  ceasing  to  be  a  perfect  State. 
••  They  will  form  logether  a  Fcdei*al  republic.  The  deli- 
*'  Derations  in  common,  will  offer  no  violence  to  the  so- 
*•  vereignty  of  each  member,  though  they  may,  in  certain 
*'  respects,  put  same  constraint  on  the  exercise  of  it,  in 
*<  virtue  of  voluntary  engagements." 

And  what  is  the  condition  of  the  new  States,  respect- 
ing their  public  lands  ?  What  we  complain  cif,  is,  that 
you  have  not  only  put  restraint  on  the  sovereignty  of  the 
iiew  States,  but  that  you  have  taken  that  sovereignty  en- 
tirely away. 

I  will,  Mr.  President,  trouble  the  Senate  with  but  one 
other  quotation  from  this  author.  It  is  to  be  found  at 
page  165,  in  these  words  : 

«  What  is  called  the  high  domain,  which  is  nothing  but 
the  domain  of  the  body  of  the  nation,  or  of  the  sovereign 
who  represents  it,  is  ever}'  where  considered  as  insepara- 
bUfrom  the  Mvereiffnty." 

The  authority  of  Vattel  is  strong  and  very  positive.  He 
lays  it  down  as  a  proposition  incontrovertible,  that  the 
right  of  disposing  of  the  soil,  the  right  of  high  domain,  is 
inseparable  from  the  sovereignty.  Look,  too,  at  the  decl- 
bioniofthe  Supreme  Court,  and  surely  this  authority  will 


be  considered  in  point.  In  the  case  of  Fletcher  against 
Feck,  6  Cranch,  128,  Judge  Marshall,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  Court,  says  : 

**  I'liat  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  unless  restrained  by 
its  own  ConstituUon,  poasesi  the  power  of  disposing  oif 
the  unappropriated  lands  within  its  own  limits,  in  such 
manner  as  its  own  judgment  shall  dictate,  is  a  proposition 
not  to  be  controverted." 

And  in  the  case  of  Martin  against  Hunter,  1  Wbeaton 
325  :  **  The  sovereign  powers  vestrd  in  the  State  Go* 
*'  vemments  by  their  respective  constitutions^  remain  un- 
"  altered  and  uniropaireo,  except  so  far  as  they  are  grant- 
<*  cd  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.". 

These  authorities  are  in  direct  sustenance  of  the  sove- 
relgnty  of  the  States.  'I'he  doctrines  of  international 
liw,  and  the  authority  of  the  supreme  Court,  are  alike 
clear  and  positive,  and  establish  the  proposition  that  the 
public  donuun  is  inseparable  from  State  sovereignty. 

But,  again,  sir,  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  {pivcn  up 
to  the  States,  because,  in  tlieir  present  condition,  they 
stir  up  and  perpetuate  distracting  poUtical  questions.  The 
question  of^  internal  impsoveroents  is  one  of  that  kind. 
On  this  subject^  there  seems  to  be  as  yet  no  compromise 
of  opinion.  The  new  States  mr?t  adhere  to  tlieir  opi- 
nions, and  the  old  States  are  not  likely  to  yield.  It  is  a 
very  singular  fact,  that,  while  a  laiige  minority  of  both 
branches  of  the  National  Legblature  deny  Chat  Congress 
have  the  constitutional  power  to  construct  roads  and  ca- 
nals, while  they  persist  in  saying,  that,  in  constitutional 
Siiestions,  precedents  are  entitled  to  no  respect  <  that, 
though  beaten  today,  on  an  appropriation  for  a  road  or 
canal,  they  will  rally  to-morrow,  and  fight  the  battle  over 
again — ^yet,  by  the  compacts  with  the  new  States,  tliis 
Government  stands  bound  to  appropriate  five  per  cent.  ^ 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  saJes  of  public  lands  to  toese  very 
objects.  Two -fifths  of  these  appropriations  arc  to  be 
expended,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  in  making 
roads  and  canals  to  tlie  States ;  and  three-fiilhs  to  be  ex^ 
pended  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  ihc 
States,  to  those  objects  within  tlie  States. 

If  Conmss  have  no  constitutional  power  to  const nkt  ' 
roads  ana  canals,  there  is  no  power  in  existence  to  carry 
these  compacts  into  execution  ;  and  yet  this  five  percent, 
is  the  principal  consideration  the  new  States  have  for  not 
interfering  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil.  The 
enemies  (if  intenial  improvements  say  they  have  no  pow- 
er  in  the  Constitution  to  make  roads  and  canals  :  but  they 
are  bound  by  compact,  with  all  the  new  States,  to  make 
roads  and  canals  for  their  benefit.  Surely,  then,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  construction,  they  roust  either  give  up 
the  compacts  or  the  Constitution.  But,  Sir,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  many  membera  of  both  Houses,  who  strongly 
deny  the  power  of  Congress  in  reference  to  internal  im- 
provements^ adhere  with  much  pertinacity  to  the  com- 
pacts, because  the  moment  they  are  abandoned,  the  pub- 
lic lands  will  unquestionably  belong  to  the  States. 

The  question  of  interna)  improvements  is  one  which 
the  new  States^  in  the  present  condition  of  the  public 
lands,  can  never  yield.  It  is  in  vain  to  expect,  that,  while 
the  lands  belong  to  the  Federal  Go\*emment  ^  wbUe  mil- 
lions are  drained  from  the  countiy  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  Union — ^these  States  will  cease  to  ask  aids  for  the  im« 
prorement  of  their  country  in  roads  and  canals.  It  is 
i-easonable  that  they  should  so  ask.  1  he  new  States 
have  recently  seen  New  York  finisli  her  splendid  canal. 
They  see  Pennsylvania  in  progress  with  one  no  less  splen- 
did. They  see  otlier  States  carrying  on  other  public 
works.  These  States  have  all  derived  revenue^  almost  in- 
exhaustible, from  their  public  lands  ;  and  Pennsylvania, 
though  one  of  the  oldest  States,  lias  not  yet  exhausted 
that  great  source  of  revenue  :  for,  on  a  recent  occasion, 
she  has  pledged  the  revenues  to  be  derived  therefrom  to 
the  progress  of  the  canal. 
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The  public  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  new  States,  would 
put  those  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States.  They  would  be  sources  of  revenue  for  the  im- 
pravemeot  of  those  States,  and  they  would  relieve  their 
a^iculttiral  interests,  from  the  heavy  burdens  they  at 
present  bear  to  sustain  their  Treasury.  Few  of  the  old 
States  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  ofa  land-tax  to  meet 
their  current  expenditures  ;  but  the  new  State;,  having 
few  objects  of  taxation,  lay  heavy  contribtitiona  on  their 
ap^cuUural  interests  for  that  purpose.  Almost  all  the 
circulating  medium  of  tlie  new  States,  is  drained  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  the  operation  of  the 
land  offices,  and  the  lands  thus  purchased,  are  taxed 
heavily  to  support  the  State  Governments.  In  no  por- 
tion of  the  Union  is  agriculture  so  much  burthened  as  in 
the  new  States. 

The  public  lands  should  be  given  up  to  the  States,  be- 
cause the  revenue  derived  from  them  is  a  tax  on  those 
States,  and  has  an  impoverishing  effect  upon  them.  This 
opinion  1  know  will  be  controverted.  Tt  will  be  said  that 
every  man  that  buys  land,  must  expect  \o  pay  for  it,  and 
that  It  is  no  difference  to  whom  that  payment  is  made.  It 
will  also  be  said,  that  the  means  of  paying  for  these  lands, 
are  generally  taken  from  the  old  States  to  the  new,  by 
purchasers,  emigrants  to  the  country.  It  is  true,  sir,  that 
it  makes  little  difference  to  the  person  paying  out  his  last 
dollar,  to  whom  he  pays  it ;  but  to  the  country,  it  is  ycry 
important.  If  he  pays  it  into  a  land  office,  it  passes  im- 
mediately out  of  the  country  into  the  Treasury  here.  If 
4)^  pays  it  to  his  neighbor,  it  remains  in  the  country,  and 
makes  a  part  of  its  circulating  medium.  In  the  one  case, 
every  dollar  in  the  country  mi^ht  be  employed  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  among  the  citizens,  and  there  would  not 
be  a  dollar  the  less  of  money  in  the  country.  In  the 
ojLhef  case,  every  dollar  would  be  gone  out  of  the  coun- 
try. A  citizen  emigrates  from  an  old  State  to  a  new, 
and  lays  out  his  money  for  land.  What  has  the  countiy 
eatned  ?  His  person  only.  The  title  to  a  tract  of  land 
S  chan^d  from  the  Vederal  Government  to  a  citizen  ; 
but  he  IS,  for  the  present,  impoverished,  lie  increases 
t  be  demand  for  a  circulating  medium  in  the  country,  but 
he  adds  not  a  dollar  to  that  medium. 
-  .\Mr.  President,  there  is  no  prospective  evil  too  delicate 
to^name,  and  none,  however  remote,  unworthy  our  vigi- 
lant attention.  We  legislate  not  only  for  the  present, 
but  for  other  times  ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  guard  our  free 
institutions  against  every  thing  likely  to  interfere  with  the 
peaceful  prosperity  of  the  country  at  a  future  day.  In 
this  view,  sir,  the  lands  ought  to  be  given  up  to  the 
States,  for  a  reason  stronger  than  any  heretofore  named  ; 
because,  in  their  present  condition,  they  offer  to  the  ne^ 
States  the  strongest  imlucement  to  a  severance  of  the 
Union.  What,  sir,  is  patriotism  ?  It  is  the  love  of  coun- 
try. And  can  the  love  of  country  ever  be  indifferent  to 
the  ownership  of  the  soil,  and  the  tenure  by  which  it  is 
held  ?  Can  Ihc  People  of  the  new  States— and  there 
are  no  people  on  earth  more  patriotic — be  indifferent  to 
the  fact,  that  the  soil  of  their  country  belongs  to  the  Fe- 
deral Government,  and  not  to  themselves  ?  Suppose  the 
Union  to  be  dissolved,  and  where  would  be  the  public 
lands  ?  All  controversy  about  them  would  then  cei«8e. 
They  would  belong  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 
Look  at  the  great  inducement  to  this  state  of  things : 
Look  at  the  character  and  extent^  of  this  country — How 
capable  of  ~s^lf  government,  and  its  own  independence. 
Seven  of  the  largest  States  of  the  Union.  The  finest 
country  on  earth.  The  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  noblest  rivers  on  the  globe.  With  three  millions  of 
inhabitants.  A  safe  and  sheltered  sea  board,  with  a  com- 
manding position,  for  a  large  participation  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  West  Indies,  South  America,  and  Mexico. 
But  the  People  of  these  States  are  devoted  to  the  Union. 
Tou  cannot  drive  them  from,  the  Union.  They  are  at- 
tached to  our  Ktepttblican  insiitatioosb  tnd  prt^  of  tiio 


trophies  and  achievements  of  the  Kevohition.  They  wi^h 
to  perpetuate  to  future  ages,  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try and  the  union  of  the  States.  They  wish  to  preserve 
inviolate  the  Constitution,  and  ask  for  that  justice  which 
will  plaee  them  on  an  eqtial  footing  with  the  original 
States  5  which  will  place  hi  their  hands  the  first  attribute 
of  sovereignty— the  soil  of  their  country .  I  trust  they 
will  not  ask  in  vain. 

Mr.  BRANCH  replied  in  opposition  to  the  amendments 
and  the  bill  generally  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PAR- 
RIS,  the  bill  was  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
clay  for  to  morrow. 

SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  certain  surviving  officers  of  the  revolution  : 
the  following  motion  of  Mr.  PARRIS  being  still  under 
consideration  : 

•  Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee which  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  every  officer,  non  commissioned  officer,  and 
pnvate  soldier,  who  served  in  the  revolutionary  army, 
and  who  was  entitled  to  pay  from  the  Continental  Trea- 
sury, for  the  service  by  him  actually  performed,  deduct- 
ing therefrom  the  just  value  of  whatever  such  officer, 
non-commissioned  officer,  or  private,  may  have  received 
from  the  Government,  in  payment  for  his  said  service  ; 
and  deducting,  also,  whatever  sum  he  may  have  received, 
if  any,  under  the  pension  law  of  March  1818,  and  Mav 
1820.  ^ 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  stated  that  the  point  of  ^rder 
presented  on  Friday  last,  relating  to  motions  for  recom- 
mitment of  subjects  to  select  Committees,  was  decided 
by  him  on  parliamentaiy  principles ;  but  he  had  since 
found  that  the  practice  of  the  Senate  was  different.  [He 
then  read  the  rule  from  Jefferson's  Manual.]  The  par- 
liamentary nile  was  more  convenient,  and  he  would  now 
submit  the  point  for  decision  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  if  the  Senator  from  Maine 
would  withd.-aw  his  motion,  the  Senate  would  be  reliev- 
ed  from  the  difficulty  presented  by  the  question  of  order, 
and  the  gentleman  would,  without  embarrassing  the  com- 
mittee, have  an  opportunity  to  move  amendments  in  the 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar>land,  suggested  that  the  commit- 
tee could  be  revived  for  the  purpose  ofa  recommitment. 

Mr.  PARRIS  said  that  be  was  unwilling  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  unless  with  an  understanding  that  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  renew  it.  He  had  an  object  in 
his  motion,  which  he  should  take  occasion,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  explain. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  made  some  further  explana- 
tions as  to  the  point  of  orderi  statinjf  that  on  parliamenta- 
ry principles,  a  motion  to  recommit  was  tantamount  to  a 
motion  to  revive  the  Committee  \  but  such  had  not  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,&c. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  no  objection  was 
made  by  any  Senator,  it  might  be  tnken  and  considered 
that  the  motion  was  in  order :  when  after  some  further 
remarks  from  Mr.  SILSBEE  and  the  VICE  PRESI- 
DENT,  no  objection  being  made,  it  was  considered  as 
settled  that  the  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  PARRIS  said  tliat  his  obiect  was  not,  as  had  been 
surmised,  to  embarrass  the  bill  by  objections,  or  to  defeat 
it  by  delay.  He  wished  to  further  its  progress.  He  was 
anxious  that  the  bill  should  make  a  proper  provision  for 
the  soldiers,  but  he  would  not  say  that,  if  he  could  not 
accomplish  his  views  in  regartl  to  the  soldiers,  he  would- 
not  vote  for  the  separate  provision  for  the  officers.  His 
object  was  to  provide  both  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  j 
they  had  contended  side  by  side  for  their  country's 
cause  5  and,  in  the  distribution  of  the  bounty  or  justice 
of  their  country,  they  should  not  be  separated.  Ther« 
wtrt  msny  lurvivon  of  tho  contest  who  had  no  obSam- 
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The  six  months'  militia  men  had,  to  this  day,  a  claim  on 
the  Ftates,  severally,  by  which  they  were  raised,  but  not 
on  the  Government.  But  there  were  regiments  on  the 
Continental  establishment,  as  eiRcient  as  any  others  in 
the  service,  which  had  received  no  compensation,  in  any 
way.  If  we  gfave  to  the  officers  a  part  of  the  sum  due  to 
them,  we  should  pay  the  soldiers  in  the  same  proportion  ; 
and  if  our  finances  enable  us  to  pay  the  officers  the  whole 
of  their  claims,  the  whole  sum  aue  to  the  soldiers  shoidd 
likewise  be  discharged.  It  was  unnecessary  to  speak,  at 
this  time,  of  the  merits  and  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers. 
The  story  had  often  been  told  in  this  House,  and  it  was 
matter  of  record.  It  was  said  by  the  Senator  from  New- 
Hampshire,  that  the  half-pay  was  promised  to  the  officers 
as  an  inducement  for  them  to  remain  in  the  service.  The 
soldiers  were  entitled  to  their  montlily  nay,  as  well  as 
the  officers  to  their  half-pay  for  life ;  and  if  the  officers 
had  been  paid  in  depreciated  paper,  so  had  been  the  sol- 
diers. In  one  respect,  the  officers  had  a  great  advantage, 
over  the  soldiers.  If  the  officers  were,  by  hard  fare  or 
bad  usage,  dis^sted  with  the  service,  they  could  throw 
up  their  commissions  and  turn  their  backs  upon  the  camp. 
But  the  soldiers,  though  suffering  from  want  of  food  and 
clothing,  were  obliged,  for  the  whole  term  of  their  en- 
fistment,  to  perform  the  last  day's  service  as  well  as  the 
first;  andif  they  left  the  camp,  they  were  pursued  by 
martial  law  and  punished  as  deserters.  If  any  discrimin- 
ation  were  made,  it  should,  therefore,  be  in  &vor  of  the 
soldiers.  Both  officers  and  soldiers  should  be  provided 
for,  and  that  alike.  Let  it  not  be  the  business  of  this 
House  to  create  a  distinction  between  them.  It  had 
been  objected  to  the  proposition  for  remunerating  the 
soldiers,  that  the  sum  required  would  be  very  hirge. 
This  wai  an  unfounded  objection.  It  would  not  eaual 
the  amount  annually  paid  to  those  on  the  pension  list. 
He  took  as  the  basis  of  his  calculation  the  statement 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Smith.  That 
gentleman  stated,  that  four-fifUis  of  the  surviving  soldiers 
were  on  the  pension  roll.  This  number  will  be  exclud- 
ed from  tlie  provisions  of  the  bill.  The  whole  number 
of  pensioners  was  now  12,500.  Five  hundred,  it  was 
computed,  would  die  this  year.  The  one-fifth  part,  em- 
braced in  the  provision,  was  3,400.  Two  hundred  dol- 
lars to  each  of  these  was  but  $  480,000— not  half  the 
amountof  the  pensions.  The  provisions  whicii  he  pro- 
pose4  would  embrace  another  class  of  soldiers,  which 
was  not  provided  for  by  any  existing  law.  One  regi- 
ment, he  knew,  for  documentary  proof  of  the  fact  was  in 
the  Capitol,  had  entered  the  service  with  the  promise  of 
pay  and  eighty  dollars  bounty ;  they  served  fSuthfully, 
and  never  received  one  farthing — ^Justice,  concluded  Mr. 
P.,  should  not  be  dealt  out  with  a  partial  hand.  If  it  was 
rendered  to  one  class,  it  should  not  be  withheld  from  an* 
other.  But  if  we  were  not  able  to  do  full  justice  to  a)l« 
he  would  not  say  that  he  would  do  nothing. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maryland,  said  the  subject  had  been 
before  Congress  manv  years,  and  amendments  had  al- 
ways been  oflTered,  and  sometimes  adopted,  by  which  the 
bill  was  lost.  He  wished  now  to  take  the  question  on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  officers,  alone  ;  and  he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  say,  decisively,  whether  they  would 
fulfil  the  compact  with  the  officers  or  not.  If  not,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  old  officers  would  trouble  us  any 
more.  He  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment.  When 
the  bill  had  passed,  provision  might  be  made  for  the  sol- 
diers. 

Mr.  TAN  BUREN  said  he  approached  the  discussion 
of  the  bni  under  consideration  with  a  degree  of  solicitude 
he  had  seldom  experienced.  It  arose  from  a  deep  con- 
■ciousness  of  the  importance  and  delicacv  of  the  sub* 
jectf  and  the  difficulties  which  would  attend  a  satisfactory 
determination.  He  freely  confessed,  that  he  clid  not  n- 
member  a  legislative  question  in  which  his  feelings  had 


been  more  deeply  engaged.  These  feelings,  sometimes 
too  sanguine,  and  always  ardent,  might  now  deceive  him  ; 
but  he  could  not  suppress  tlie  conviction,  that«  upon  the 
doubtful  issue  of  the  present  question,  the  character  of 
our  country  was,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  suspended. 
It  would,  indeed,  have  afforded  him  the  highest  gratifi- 
cation, could  he  anticipate  with  confidence  a  fiivorable 
result.  But  when  he  beheld  the  formidable  concentra- 
tion of  talent  and  numbers  arrayed  against  the  petitioners 
and  their  advocates,  he  was  but  too  conscious  of  the  diffi* 
cultics  against  whidi  they  had  to  contend.  Undeterred, 
however,  by  these  circumstances,  he  would  proceed  to 
discharge  the  dutv  which  seemed  to  be  required  by  hia 
connexion  with  the  committee  by  whom  the  bill  had 
been  reported. 

His  brethren  of  the  committee,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  had 
pronounced  a  merited  eulogium  upon  the  character  and 
services  of  the  petitioners.  Consiaerations  which  arose 
naturally  from  the  subject,  but  upon  which,  although  far 
fh>m  being  exhausted,  he  would  not  attempt  to  dwell. 
Indeed,  he  was  g^reatly  deceived,  if,  on  this  point,  there 
was  any  diversity  of  opinion.  Whatever  expreasiona 
might  escape  from  gentlemen  in  the  wannth  or  debate, 
he  was  sure  that  the  transcendent  merits  of  Uie  petition- 
ers^ after  having  received  the  attestation  of  impartial  his- 
tory, were  not  now  to  be  the  subject  of  examination  or  of 
doubt.  Sir,  if,  in  the  mysterious  dispensations  of  an  all- 
wise  and  over-ruUng  Providence,  we,  too,  are  doomed  to 
experience  th**.  common  calamities  of  nations,  it  may  be- 
come our  duty  to  receive  these  dispensations  with  meek- 
ness, and  bear  them  with  fortitude.  But  if  there  be  a 
stain  from  which  he  would  be  most  desirous  of  rescuing 
the  American  name,  it  wotild  be  the  stain  of  ingratitude 
to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution.  If  there  be  a 
calanuty  which,  more  than  any  other,  he  would  pray  to 
have  averted,  it  would  be  the  calamity  of  witnessing:,  in 
an  American  Senate,  a  cold  insensibility  to  the  services 
of  those  wliose  devotion  to  their  country  in  peace,  and 
whose  constancy  in  war,  had  extorted  the  applause  of  an 
admiring  world. 

If,  sir,  gallantry  in  the  field,  and  devotion  to  countiy, 
ever  desei*ved  the  meed  of  grateful  remembrance,  the 
encomiums  bestowed  by  my  colleagues  upon  the  Revolu- 
tionary officers  will  find  their  approval  in  every  patriot 
bosom.  But  their  merits,  great  as  they  were,  appear  to 
be  enhanced  by  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
Revolutions  in  Government  had  been  witnessed  before, 
and  they  have  been  witnessed  since.  But  if  we  consider 
the  principles  involved,  the  means  employed,  and  the  re- 
sults produced,  may  I  not  be  indulged  in  expressing  the 
conviction  that  they  dwindle  into  insignificance  with  this? 
The  Revolution  in  which  they  embarked,  was  not  only 
the  most  important,  in  civil  government,  that  oppression 
has  produced  or  patriotism  accomplished,  but  must,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  for  ever  remain  so.  Tlie  materials 
for  another  eiiually  important,  do  not,  I  fear,  exist  ^  and, 
perhaps,  the  prog^ressive  character  of  man  precludes  a 
well-grounded  hope  that  they  wUl  ever  again  arise. 
Wh}',  sir,  said  he,  do  1  allude  to  these  high  considers* 
tioiis  }  Not,  I  am  sure,  for  the  purpose  of  display  ;  and 
as  little  with  a  view  to  indulge  in  self  adulation.  It  is 
because  the  unparalleled  blessings,  which,  as  a  people, 
we  enjoy ;  the  great  and  successful  exsmple  that  has 
been  given  to  the  worid ;  and  the  perpetual  influence 
which  that  example  must  exert  on  its  future  destinies- 
awaken  in  every  mind  the  most  intense  anxiety,  lest  the 
closing  scenes  of  that  mighty  conflict  should  be  unwortl^ 
of  its  own  great  character* and  that  the  page  of  histoty 
which  embalms  the  virtues  and  heroic  deeds  of  our  fit- 
thers,  may  not  at  the  same  time  record  the  too  early  de» 
generacv  of  their  sons.  Tlie  petitioners  at  your  bar  are 
destined  to  be  our  witnesses  with  posterity.  It  is  in  their 
persons  that  an  opportunity  is  afibraed,  either  to  repel,  or 
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in  some  degree^  coniinn  the  imputntiofi  catt  upon  Repub- 
lics by  the  enemica  of  freedom,  that  innpntitude  » their 
inherent  and  inextinguUhable  vice  :  and  it  was  earnestly 
to  be  hoped  that  oar  decision  might  be  such  as  would  be 
fiivorable  to  them,  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  instead  of  pursuing  these  ge- 
neral remarks,  allow  me  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
question  immediatelv  under  considerktion.  In  doing  so, 
my  fint  attempt  wiU  be  to  separate  that  wliich  is  not  a 
subject  of  disputation  from  that  which  is  :  for  in  this,  as 
IB  other  cases,  time  may  be  consumed,  and  arguments 
Iniitlessiy  employed,  in  supportin|^  positions  which  have 
never  been  questioned,  or  enforcinjg  opinions  in  which 
all  are  agreed* 

First,  then,  it  will  be  admitted,  on  all  sides,  that  the 
promise  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  of 
half  pay  for  life  to  the  Revolutionary  officers  serving  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  was  made  by  competent  authority  : 
that  the  condition  upon  which  the  promise  was  founded 
has  been  fUUy  performed :  that  the  obligation  thereby 
created  rests  upon  tlie  present  Government  in  its  original 
force  :  and  that  if  it  has  not  been  fully,  fairly,  and  justly 
performed,  it  ought  now  to  be  discharged.  The  critical 
condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  the  promise  was 
made— the  fact  diat  this  inducement  to  remain  in  service 
had  been  held  up  to  the  Army  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  by  various  resolves  of  CoTigress— that  this 
alone  prevented  their  abandonment  of  a  service,  in  which 
they  were  not  bound  to  remain  by  any  of  those  consider- 
ations  which  operate  on  the  generality  of  mankind— that 
to  their  continuance  in  the  Army,  more  than  to  any  otlier 
cause,  under  the  blessings  of  Providence,  the  successful 
termination  of  the  war  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, mainly  attributable,  and  that  the  sacrifices  which 
they  incurred,  in  consequence  of  their  determination  to 
remain,  were  almost  unparalleledr-are  points  upon  which 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  and  requiring,  af- 
ter the  able  conmientsof  the  Senators  who  had  preceded 
him,  no  additional  illustration. 

If  this,  sir,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.  has  been  the  unquestionable 
engagement  of  the  Government,  if  tiie  petitioners  are 
thus  entitled  to  its  fulfilment  by  the  performance  of  the 
sole  condition  on  which  it  was  made  to  depend — the  ques- 
tion will  be  i^ked,  has  that  engagement  been  satisfied  } 
And  if  satisfied,  how  has  it  been  done  ? 

Those  who  maintain  that  the  Government  had  fulfilled 
its  engagement,  rest  their  position  on  the  ground  of  the 
commutation  of  the  five  years*  full  pay,  which  has  been 
given  in  lieu  of  the  promised  half-pay  for  life.  What- 
ever might  be  the  diversity  of  sentiment  with  respect  to 
the  legality  or  the  fairness  of  that  commutation — the 
means  by  which  it  was  effected — and  the  manner  of  its 
execution— and  on  these  points  he  acknowledged  there 
was  room  for  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  :  there  was 
one  position,  he  thought,  sufficiently  plain  to  challenge 
the  acijuiescence  of  every  refiecting  mind.  It  is,  sir, 
that  this  commutation  tendered  by  the  Government  as  a 
complete  fulfilment  of  its  promise,  has  been  any  thing 
but  a  ffur  and  just  equivalent.  To  demonstrate  this,  a 
few  observations  only  will  be  necessary. 

The  intelligent  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  who  re- 
ported the  bUI,  whose  ability  in  the  exhibition  of.  the 
claims  of  the  petitioners  would  entitle  him  to  more  than 
the  humble  tribute  of  respect,  which  it  was  In  his  power 
to  render,  had  submitted  to  the ,  Senate  statements  and 
calcuhtions  establishing  the  following  results  : 

1.  That,according  to  authentic  tables  for  the  computa- 
tion of  annuities,  the  ^ve  years|  half-pay,  ought  to  have 
been  soen,  at  the  time  it  was  given,  m  order  to  make  it 
a  fair  equivalent,  and  that  the  reduction  of  this  just  al. 
lowance  was  attributable  to  the  necessities  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  not  to  a  disposition  to  elude  the  claims 
of  the  petitioners. 
.    2,  Thatp  owing  to  tho  failure  of  the  Statet  to.iapply 


the  funds  necessary  to  the  pajrment  of  the  interest,  and 
ultimate  redemption  of  the  principal,  of  the  <*commutft- 
tion  certificates)"  these  commutation  certificates  for 
five  gears'  full  pay,  given  as  an  equivalent  for  half-pay 
fur  hfe,  rapidly  depreciated.  So  that,  when  compelled 
by  necessity  to  dispose  of  them,  they  m  fact  produced 
to  the  officers  less  than  one  year's  pay. 

3.  That  when  these  commutation  certificates  were 
funded  in  1791,  a  deduction  was  made  equal  to  one  third 
of  their  amount,  by  deferring  the  interest  for  ten  years, 
upon  one-third  of  the  principal,  and  allowing  only  three 
per  cent,  on  the  interest  which  had  accrued  since  17^. 

That  this  deduction  was  made  by  the  Government,  on 
the  ground  (and  could  be  justified  on  no  other,)  tliat 
these  certificates  were  in  the  hands  of  specuktors,  who 
had  availed  themselves  of  the  necessities  of  the  officers, 
brought  upon  them  by  their  stipulated  continuance  in 
service,  and  thus  were  enabled  to  obtain  them  at  a  reduc- 
ed and  almost  nominal  price. 

Mr.  Y.  B.  said  he  would  refrain  from  attempting  to 
enforce  the  views,  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  pre- 
sented by  the  Senators  who  had  preceded  him.  It  would 
be  time  enough  to  do  so,  should  these  views  be  ever 
contested.  He  candidly  acknowledged,  however,  that 
the^  did  not  constitute  the  material  arguments  upon 
which  he  relied,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  fproM  in- 
adequacy of  tlie  commutation  awarded  to  the  petitioners: 
and  he  would  therefore  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  predicated  hb  proposition,  with  aU  the  brevity 
and  perspicuity  in  his  power. 

The  certificates  for  commutation  of  half  pay,  were  is- 
sued under  the  resolution  of  March,  17S3,  and  delivered 
in  November,  1783.  They  admitted  upon  their  face,  that 
five  years'  full  pay  was  due  to  their  holders,  to  be  paid 
with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 
These  certificates  were  redeemed  by  the  operation  of  the 
funding  act  in  1791.  They  were,  of  course,  for  different 
amounts,  according  to  the  respective  ranks  of  the  offi- 
cers. The  average  pay  of  the  ofiicers  was  $30  per 
month,  and  the  amount  which  would  have  been  due  to 
each  ofiicer  for  half  pay,  allowing  interest  after  the  same 
was  acknowledged  to  be  due,  would  have  amounted  in 
1791,  when  the  redemption  took  place,  to  $  1,742  40. 
The  average  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay  for  each  offi- 
cer, amounted  with  interest,  in  1791,  to  $  2,664  00  \ 
from  this  amount  one  third  was  deducted  in  the  redemp- 
tion,  as  he  had  before  stated.  The  average  amount 
therefore  i*eceived  by  each  officer  in  1791,  for  his  five 
years'  full  pay,  assuming  that  these  certificates  had  been 
retained,  would  have  been  $  1,776  00. 

From  this  simple  statement  it  results  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  oelay  in  discharging  the  commutation, 
and  the  deduction  which  was  forcibly  made  in  doing  so, 
the  Government  paid  no  more  than  would  have  been  due 
to  the  ofiicers  for  their  half  pay  alone,  up  to  the  period 
when  the  commutation  was  actually  made.  To  that  pe- 
riod, therefore,  the  officers  gained  nothing  by  that  mea- 
sure. Since  that  time  years  have  rolled  away,  during 
which  they  would  have  received  the  promised  half  pay, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  commutation.  The  sum  which 
would  have  been  payable  to  the  officers  since  that  pe- 
riod, is  the  sum  precisely  which  the  officers  itave  lost, 
and  the  Government  has  pdned,  by  this  variation  by  the 
Government  from  its  original  contract 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.  is  simple,  founded  upon 
data  which  cannot  deceive  by  their  plausibility,  ana  is 
liable  to  no  mistake,  except  the  mere  errors  of  calculiu 
tion.  Those  he  had  endeavored  to  avoid.  The  average 
half  pay  of  each  of  the  petitioners  from  the  year  1791  to 
1828,  woukl  have  amounted  to  $  13,177  83.  This  sum 
multiplied  by  230,  the  number  o^Revohitionary  officers 
supposed  to  be  yet  in  existence,  would  amount  to 
$.3,030,710.  The  effect  of  the  commutation  upon  the 
Treasuqr^  and  upon  tho  interests  of  deceased  officen^ 
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tduld  not  be,  said  he,  distinctly  stated  withbilt  a  particu- 
lar krto#redg:e  of  the  time  of  their  respective  deaths. 
But  fi^m  what  we  know  upon  that  subject^  there  was  a 
moral  certainty  that  the  j^ains  of  the  Treasuly  from  that 
source  had  not  been  diminished,  but  on  the  contrary 
{^atly  increased. 

It  is  then,  said  he,  an  astelrtained  and  inconteMihle 
fkct,  that,  in  addition  to  all  th6  injuriies  sustained  by  de- 
preciation-, the  officers  have  lost  by  the  course  of  events. 
Hind  the  Government  has  gained  a  sum  not  less  than 
$  3,030,710,  in  consequence  of  that  commutation  which 
is  now  set  up  to  bar  the  claims  of  the  petitioners — claims 
predicated  upon  a  promise  of  the  Government,  held  out 
to  the  officers  as  an  inducement  to  remain,  and  consti- 
tuting the  chief  reward  for  the  most  signal  services  ever 
performed  by  men  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  their 
countr}'. 

Upon  these  facts,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  a  question  arises  for 
our  dedsion,  no  less  important  to  the  Government  than 
to  the  petitioners  ;  because,  involving  the  character  of 
the  one,  and  the  interests  of  the  other.  What  is  it  ?  Is 
it  confined  to  the  legal  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties }  No,  sir,  I  shall  never,  said  he,  bring  my  mind  tt> 
consider  the  quest!bn  of  strict  legal  right,  when  I  look 
at  the  parties.  Who  are  they  ?  On  the  one  hand,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  not  liable  to  be  im- 
pleaded, and  incapable  of  being  coerced  against  its  will 
by  any-  power  superior  to  its  own — rich  in  resources,  and 
overflowing  with  redundance  :  on  the  other  a  remnant  of 
the  ofiicers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  borne  down  by 
t)ie  infirmities  incident  to  ag^e— with  one  foot  in  the 
grave,  and  the  other  upon  the  threshold  of  your  door, 
supplicating  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise  which  was 
made  them,  in  the  vigor  of  their  days.  If  even  they 
have  /e^-rights,  where  is  their  remedy  to  enforce  them? 
They  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things  have  any.  But  can- 
dor constrained  him  to  acknowledge,  that  in  strictness, 
they  have  not  now,  whfLtever  they  may  once  have  had, 
any  rights,  except  such  as  are  founded  upon  the  immuta- 
ble principles  of  justice.  As  early  as  the  year  1785,  the 
Government  found  it  necessary  to  protect  itself  against 
donnant  and  unfounded  claims,  arising  from  the  Revolu- 
tionary contest,  by  a  statute  of  limitations.  Various  acts 
and  resohitions  were  passed  upon  the  subject  before  the 
year  1793,  more  or  less  comprehensive  in  their  terms  : 
and  in  that  year  an  act  was  passed  so  comprehensive  in 
its  provisions,  as  to  embrace  the  claims  ef  the  petition- 
ers, and  barring  them,  unless  presented  by  the  1st  day 
of  May,  1794.  The  officers  did  not  present  this  claim 
until  1810,  and  are  therefore  precluded  from  urging  their 
vested  leg^l  rights.  Being  tnus  furnished  with  a  gene- 
ral answer  to  ail  claims  which  do  not  address  both  our 
consciences  and  judgments.  Congress  have  nevertheless 
relaxed,  from  time  to  time,  the  rigor  of  their  own  act, 
when  consUlering  claims  founded  on  justice,  and  not  op> 
posed  by  policy.  But  as  none  of  these  suspensions  have 
embraced  the  case  of  the  petitioners,  we  nave  it  in  our 
power^  if  we  can  have  the  heart  to  present  this  statute  of 
limitations  lo'the  petitioners,  and  under  its  mantle,  resist 
the  cry  for  justice,  if  not  for  bread.  The  question,  then, 
IS  not  what  we  are  bound  to  do  by  law,  but  what  we 
should  do.  What  conduct  on  our  part  will  bear  the 
scrutiny  and  the  judgments  of  impartial  men,  when  the 
oppoitunity  to  remedy  the  consequences  of  our  decision 
shall  have  passed  away  ? 

Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  at  the  argu- 
ments  advanced  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill.  The  me- 
ritorious services  of  the  petitioners,  the  signal  advanta* 
ges  that  have  resulted  fW>m  these  services  to  us,  and  to 
posterity ;  the  losses  sustained  by  tlie  petitioners,  and 
the  consequent  advantages  derived  by  the  go\ernment 
from  the  act  of  commutation,  are  unequivocally  admitted. 
But,  it  is  contended,  we  have  nude  a  compromise,  legal" 
iff  binding  on  tb«  partial  and  cxoaeimting  Um  govein* 


ment,  from  further  liability,  that  in  an  evil  and  unguard* 
ed  hour,  they  have  /iven  us  a  release  and  we  ^taiul  upon 
our  bond.  Now  the  question  which  he  wished  to  ad* 
dress  to  the  conscience,  and  the  judgments  of  this  hon- 
orable body,  was  this -not  whether  this  issue  was  well 
taken  in  point  of  law— not  whether  we  might  not  hope 
for  a  safe  deliverance  under  it — hut  whdher  ike  iuue 
tught  to  be  taken  at  oil—whether  it  comports  with  the 
honor  of  the  Government  to  plead  a  fcga/  exemption 
ag^nst  the  claims  of  gratitude — whether,  in  other  words, 
the  government  be  bound  at  all  times  to  insist  upon  its 
strict  leg^  rights.  Has  this  been  the  practice  of  the 
Government  on  all  former  occasions  ?  Or,  is  this  the  on- 
ly question  on  which  this  principle  should  operate } 
Nothing,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  can  be  easier  than  to  *ow  that 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  Government  has  been  at  wiar^ 
with  the  principle  which  is  now  opposed  to  the  claim  of 
the  petitioners.  Not  a  session  had  occurred  since  the 
commencement  of  this  Government,  in  which  Congrass 
had  not  relieved  the  citizens  from  hardsliips  resulting 
from  unforeseen  contingencies — and  forborne  an  enforce- 
ment of  law,  when  its  enforcement  would  worit  g^at 
and  undeserved  injury.  He  mig;1it,  if  ^excusable  on  an 
occasion  like  this,  turn  over  the  statute  book,  page  hy 
page,  and  give  repeated  proofs  of  this  assertion.  But  it 
is  unnecessary.  He  would  content  himself  with  a  refer- 
ence to  one  or  at  most  two  measures  of  the  character  des- 
cribed. In  the  year  1812,  between  the  months  of  June 
and  September,  goods  to  an  immense  amount  were 
shipped yrom  England  to  the  United  Slates,  by  American 
merchants,  in  open  violation  of  the  acts  prohibiting  their 
importation.  They  alleged  in  justification,  either  their 
anticipated  repeal  of  these  acts,  in  consequence  of  the 
measures  of  one  of  the  belligerents;  or  their  apprehenwon 
that  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United 
States,  their  property  would  be  seized  and  condemned 
in  the  British  ports.  The  declaration,  in  f^ct,  took  placet 
but  the  importers  were  not  the  less  liable  to  the  fines 
and  penalties  imposed  by  a  violated  law,  and  merchan- 
dise to  the  value  of  more  than  ttoenty  milluma  of  dollars 
was  forfeited  to  the  United  States.  Upon  the  arrival  of 
the  goods,  the  owners  were  permitted  to  retain  and  use 
them,  upon  giving  bonds  to  abide  the  decision  of  their 
Govermient.  Application  was  made  to  Congress  for  re- 
lief :  and  although  it  was  well  known  that  immense  pro- 
fits were  made  upon  their  importation,  and  Tiot  a  doubt 
existed  of  their  liability  to  forfeiture.  Congress,  by  an  act 
which  fills  but  a  single  page  upon  that  statute  book,  can- 
celled the  bonds  and  relinquished  merchandise,  which,  if 
retained,  would  have  been  equal  in  value  to  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  war,  and  which  would 
doubtless  have  been  retained  had  the  Government  insist- 
ed upon  its  legal  rights,  and  acted  on  the  principle  now 
contendeil  for. 

The  system  which  has  been  pursued  in  relation  to  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  is  not  a  less  memorable  ex- 
ample of  a  departure  from  that  rigorous  policy  now  re- 
commended to  our  imitation. 

By  the  act  of  10th  May,  1800,  the  minimum  price  of 
the  public  lands  was  fixed  at  $  2  the  acre  ;  one-twentieth 
of  the  purchase  money  was  required  to  be  paid  at  the 
time  of  the  purchase,  one-fourth  in  40. days;  the  ba- 
lance, toith  interest,  was  payable  by  instalmenU  of  2,  o, 
and  4  years ;  and  the  forfeiture  of  the  land  was  the  de- 
clared penalty  of  nonpayment. 

By  the  act  of  the  26th  March,  1804,  no  interest  was  to 
be  charged  upon  instalments  for  future  purchases,  if 
punctually  paid,  and  this  provision,  in  favor  of  the  pur- 
chaser, was  extended  to  those  whose  instalments  should 
become  due  before  the  following  October. 

Under  this  liberal  system,  yielding  to  the  government 
but  little  more  than  the  necessary  expenses  of  surreyinjf 
the  lands,  supporting  the  various  land  offices,  and  provid- 
ing fi>r  the  holder  «  aecure  landed  titles  a  debt  aecttAttlat- 
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cd  prior  to  the  year  1820,  from  the  purchasers  to  the  i 
United  States,  amounting  to  twenty -two  millions  of  dol^ 
lars. 

Before  that  time  repeated  indulgencies  had  been 
granted,  extending  the  times  of  payment,  preventing  the 
forfeitures  which  would  have  accrued,  and,  in  numerous 
instances,  allowing  a  re-entry,  or  a  new  purchase  of 
lands,  improved,  and  forfeited  to  the  Government  upon 
the  terms  of  tlie  original  purchase.  No  less  than  six 
acts  were  passed  fron>  tlie  year  1813  to  1820,  to  sus- 
pend the  forfeiiure  and  sale  of  the  lands  thus  purchased. 
The  evil,  however,  bad  swelled  beyond  the  reach  of  pal- 
liatives. A  debt  of  22  million  of  dollars  exceeded  the 
ability,  blighted  the  prospects,  and  deadened  the  ener- 
gies  of  the  States  by  whom  it  was  due.  <  Had  the  law 
been  enforced  and  payment  inflexibly  exacted,  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  lands  thus  purchased  and  Improved,  would 
have  been  forfeited  to  the  Union,  and  many  an  honest 
yeoman  would  have  been  compelled  to  relinquish  to 
more  fortunate  strangers  those  woods  and  lawns  which 
he  vainly  hoped  would  be  the  solace  of  his  declining 
years.  To  prevent  this  calamity,  the  Government  in- 
terposed, and  by  an  act  of  liberality  having  few  parallels 
in  history,  arrested  the  forfeitures  \  authorized  the  re- 
linquishment of  lands  for  which  the  purchasers  were  un- 
able to  pay  ;  and  the  application  of  whatever  sums  had 
been  paid  to  the  payment  of  so  much  only  as  they 
thought  proper  to  retain ;  cancelled  the  accumulated  in- 
terest ;  extended  the  term  of  credit  for  that  portion  of 
the  lands  retained ;  and  by  a  subseauent  act  passed  in 
1824,  consented  to  receive  as  a/u//  payment  for  these 
lands,  less  than  two-third*  of  the  amount  actually  due. 
Nor  was  this  all :  by  the  act  of  1821,  the  price  of  the 
lands  was  reduced  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty.five  cents ;  and  he  who  had  surrendered  lands 
purchased  at  the  highest  sum  was  enabled  to  re-enter 
the  same  lands,  if  not  sold  at  public  sale,  at  the  reduced 
price.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  by  the  best  estimate  that  1 
am-  able  to  make  on  referring  to  the  only  documents 
within  my  reach,  this  donation  to  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  could  not  have  been  less  than  ^even  nUUions  and 
a  half  sixid  probably  has  not  been  short  often  iniUium  oj 
doUan,  But  the  exact  amount  is  not  material  to  the  elu- 
cidation of  the  principle  from  which  it  flowed  \  and  in 
considering  its  value,  who,  that  can  cast  his  eyes  upon 
those  extensive  regions,  where  tranquillity  has  succeeded 
to  disquietude,  and  prosperity  to  ruin,  will  attempt  to 
estimate  it  by  the  scale  of  dollars  and  cents  ? 

It  appears,  then,  suid  Mr.  Y .  B.,  that  it  has  not  been 
the  practice  of  the  Government  to  act  tiie  part  of  Shy- 
lock  with  its  citizens  ;  and  God  forbid  that  it  should 
make  its  debute  on  the  present  occasion,  not  so  much  in 
the  character  of  a  merciless  creditor,  as  a  reluctant, 
though  wealthy,  debtor ;  withholding  tlie  merited  pit- 
tance from  those  to  whose  noble  daring  an4  unrivalled 
fortitude,  we  are  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  sitting  in 
judgment  on  their  claims;  and  manifesting  more  sensibili- 
ty for  the  purdiasers  of  our  lands  than  for  those  by  whose 
bravery  they  were  won;  and,  but  for  whose  achieve- 
ments, tliese  very  purchasers,  instead  of  being  tlie  pro- 
prietors of  their  soil,  and  the  citi^sens  of  free  and  sover- 
eign States,  nii|rht  now  be  the  miserable  vassals  of  some 
worthless  iavonte  of  srbitrary  power. 

If  disposed  to  be  less  liberal  to  tlie  Revolutionary  offi- 
cers than  to  other  classes  of  the  community,  let  us  at  least 
testify  our  gzatitude  by  relieving  their  sufferings,  and 
Tetcirning  a  portion  of  Uiose  immense  gains  which  have 
been  the  glorious  fniits  of  their  toil,  and  of  their  blood. 

Such,  said  Mr.  V.  B»  would,  in  his  judgiiient  be  a  cor- 
rect  view  of  the  subject,  had  the  government  relieVed 
itself  frtim  all  furthei- liability  by  the  most  ample  and  un- 
exceptionable pcxformance  of  its  stipulations.  Upw 
nmcb  stronger,  then,  will  be  their  appeal  to  your  justice, 


if  it  can  be  shown  that  you  have  no  right  to  urge  this  act 
of  commutation  as  a  complete  fulfilment  of  your  promise? 
The  act  of  commutation  is  impeached  by  the  petition* 
ers— first,  on  account  of  the  means  by  which  it  was 
effected;  and,  secondly,  because  the  stipulations  of  that 
act  have  never  been  fulfilled. 

I'he  petitioners  with  reason  complained  that  without 
ever  having  consented  to  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  their 
brother  officers,  their  personal  rights  were  made  to  de- 
pend upon  the  decision  of  the  lines,  and  not  upon  their 
own  individual  assent.  This  is  admitted  to  have  been  the 
fact.  Two  months  were  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
lines,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen.  Washing, 
ton;  and  six  months  to  those  of  the  Southern  army,  to 
g^ve  their  assent  to  the  compromise.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  lines  of  the  Southern  army  ever  gave  their  as- 
sent. Indeed  it  is  stated  by  a  distinguished  Revolutiona- 
ry officer  on  this  floor,  (Gen.  S.  Sxitb,)  that  tliey  ne- 
ver did.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  ever  was  a  meet- 
ing of  the  officers  of  the  Northern  army,  for  the  purpose 
of  deciding  upon  the  question:  and  it  is  affirmed  that 
there  was  none.  To  assume,  then,  that  the  assent  of 
each  individual  was  ^ven  under  circumstances  like 
these,  appears  to  my  mind  harsh  and  unjust.  But  it  is 
alleged,  m  extenuation,  that  the  compromise  was  made 
upon  tlie  petition  of  the  officers  themselves.  Let  this  be 
admitted:  did  the  application  for  a  just  equivalent  for 
th^  promised  half  pay  for  life,  confer  on  Congress  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  terms  *  Will  it  justify  the  allow- 
ance of  less  than  that  to  which  they  were  entitled  ?  Will 
not  the  circumstances,  under  which  this  application  was 
made,  present  a  still  stronger  appeal  to  your  liberality, 
if  not  your  gratitude  ?  Look,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  at  tlie  acU 
of  these  brave  and  highrminded  men,  in  whatever  light 
you  please;  examine  their  conduct  by  the  strictest  scniti* 
ny,  and  you  will  always  find  them  exhibiting  the  purest 
principles  and  the  most  elevated  patriotism.  The  half 
pay  establishment  Iot  life,_  was,  at  that  time,  considered 
by  the  ardent  advocates  for  liberty,  as  leading  to  the  for- 
mation of  an  aristocratic  body,  ami  therefore,  subversive 
of  the  principles  of  the  revolution.  An  intimation  like 
this,  in  the  infancy  of  our  institutions,  however  ground- 
less in  itself,  was  sufficient  to  excite  alarm.  The  dan- 
gers of  the  past  were  overlooked  in  the  apprehennon  for 
the  future;  the  measure  was  reprobated,  and  tlicse  me- 
ritorious officers  became  the  objects  of  unfounded  jeal- 
ousy. To  quiet  these  unreasonable  fears,  the  petition- 
ers  expressed  their  willin^ess  to  waive  the  literal  ful- 
filment of  the  promise  which  had  been  given:  to  remove 
the  cause  which  cotrld  have  a  tendency  to  deprive  them 
of  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-citizens:  to  surrender  tlie 
boon  tli^y  had  so  dearly  purchased;  and,  in  addition  to 
all  that  they  had  done,  and  to  all  that  they  had  suffered, 
to  offer  up  their  future  prospects  upon  tlie  altar  of  their 
couutT}'.  And  could  anything  be  n^ore .preposterous 
than  to  attempt  to  found  upon  an  act,  ori^iiating  in  mo- 
tives like  th^se,  the  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  cf  com- 
mutation  ?  But  it  is  alleged  that  the  officers  received 
the  commutation  certificates,  and,  by  doing  so,  must  be 
presumed  to  liave  assented  to  their  being  considered  a 
full  satisfaction  of  their  demands.  This  inference  was, 
in  his  opinion,  removed  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  the  certificates  were  given.  These  circum- 
stances said  Mr.  V.  B.  are  not  unworthy  of  the  delibe- 
rate attention  of  the  Senate.  Previous lo  October,  1783, 
and  subsequent  to  the  time  when  the  signature  of  tlie 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  was  known  to  the  army, 
n*equent  applications  had  been  made,  in  their  behalf,  to 
Congress,  for  an  adjustment  of  accounts,  and  payment  of 
the  large  arrearages  which  were  due.  These  sppjica- 
tions  were  fruitless.  The  failure  of  the  States  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  deprived  that  body  of 
the  means  of  discharging  their  engagements:  and  with  a 
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Aill  sense  of  the  serrices  and  privations  of  the  army,  and 
of  the  injustice '  they  were  about  to  commit,  Congress 
were  on  the  point  of  disbanding  them,  unpaid  and  unre- 
quited, and  sending*  them  pennyless  and  almost  naked  to 
Qicir  homes.  The  effect  of  this  anticipated  measure  up- 
on minds  sensibly  alive  to  indignity  and  injury  may  be 
easily  imagined: — At  the  moment  when  passion  might 
have  triumphed  over  reason,  the  army  was  addressed  by 
an  anonymous  writer,  on  the  subject  of^  their  wrongs,  with 
a  degree  of  eloquence  calculated  to  redeem,  if  any  thing 
could  redeem,  the  vicious  tendency  of  his  principles. 
He  admonished  them  of  the  futility  of  their  complaints, 
and  urged  them,  by  every  motive  thai  could  be  address- 
ed to  their  hopes  and  to  their  fears,  to  change  the  sup- 
plicatory style  of  a  memorial  to  language  more  becoming 
those  who  had  the  means  of  redress  within  their  hands. 
At  that  perilous  moment,  on  the  events  of  which  were 
suspended  the  honor  of  the  army  and  the  future  welfare 
of  the  country,  their  commander-in-chief  appeared  a- 
mongst  them.  He  conjured  them  to  give  one  more  dis- 
tinguished proof  of  unexampled  patriotism,  patienc6  and 
virtue;  to  nse  superior  to  the  most  complicated  suffer- 
ings, and  by  the  dignity  of  their  conduct,  tpve  posterity 
occasion  to  say,  when  speaking  of  their  glorious  exam- 
ple— "  Had  this  day  been  wantmg,  the  world  had  never 
''seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection,  which  human  nature 
"is  capable  of  attaining." 

They  listened  to  the  voice  of  thefa*  beloved  command- 
er, followed  his  advice,  surriendered  their  arms — and 
•unk,  pennyless,  into  the  ranks  of  private  life.  In  the 
succeeding  month,  the  certiftcatca  of  commutation  were 
tendered,  by  the  Pay-Master  Genera),  who  requested  on- 
ly an  acknowledgment  of  their  receipt,  while  in  relation 
to  the  final  settlement  certificates  for  their  pay,  he  re- 
quired a  full  discharge  of  their  demands.  The  certifi 
cates  thus  tendered,  were  accepted,  and  in  almost  every 
case,  immediately  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
most  urgent  necessities  of  nature.  He  asked  the  Senate 
whether  it  would  comport  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
a  great  and  magpnanimous  people^  to  avail  themselves  of 
an  acceptance  extorted  by  circumstances  like  these;  and 
to  urge  it  as  sufficient  to  bar  the  claims  of  justice,  and 
divest  their  protectors  in  the  hour  of  danger,  of  their 
stipulated  reward? 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  this  commutation  excited  no 
dissatisfaction  at  the  time;  that  tlie  complaints  upon  the 
subject,  are  of  recent  date,  and  now,  for  the  first  time, 
thought  of  as  a  plausible  support  to  an  unfounded  claim. 
The  Senator  fi^m  S.  C.  [Mr.  SmitbJ  who  has  been  im- 
pelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  assume  the  unpleasant  task 
of  zealously  opposing  the  bill  upon  your  table,  has  en- 
quired, with  much  apparent  triumph,  whether  a  single 
individual  couKl  be  pointed  out  who  had  refused  the 
commutation  ?  He  assured  the  worthy  Senator  that  he 
had  adopted  an  erroneous  lm])res9ion.  When  tendered, 
it  was  received  with  universal  discontent,  and  by  the 
junior  officei-s,  who  were  most  likely  to  be  injured,  with 
decided  reprobation.  Had  an  opportunity  for  inquiry 
b^en  allowed,  he  h.id  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  desig- 
nate many  who  had  refused.  At  the  moment  he  could 
refer  the  senator  to  Major  Gadsden,  of  his  own  State,- 
whose  petition  on  the  subject  had  been  presented  to  the 
Senate;  and  if  respect  for  the  fi^elingn  of  an  honorable 
member  before  h\w$  did  not  render  it  improper  to  drag 
the  name  of  his.  venerable  fiither  into  the  debate,  he 
could  name  another  veteran  soldier  of  the  Revolution,* 
the  confident  of  Washington  and  the  companion  of  La- 
fttyette,  who  had  served  his  country  bravely  and  effi- 
ciently throughout- the  war,  and  who  refused  to  receive 
the  commutation,  because  violating,  in  his  ojiinion,  the 
leading  principles  of  the  Revolution,  by  subjecting  his 
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property  to  the  decision  of  men  whom  he  had  never  au- 
thorised to  act  in  his  name  or  stead.  Bui,  Sir,  said  Mr. 
V.  B.,  what  effect  did  the  supposed  injustice  of  his  coun-^ 
try  have  on  this  veteran  soldier?  Did  it  in  the  least 
damp  his  ardor  in  her  cause?  By  no  means.  He  be- 
longed to  a  different  school,  and  he  gfave  the  most  palpa> 
ble  proof  of  the  enduring  quality  of  the  principle  of  that 
school  during  the  late  war.  On  learning  the  approach 
of  danger  he  repaired  to  this  City.  On  the  disastrous 
day  titBladentburghy  he  was  fi>und,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy,  on  horseback  in  the  field,  stimulating  to  ex- 
ertions, by  his  example  and  exhortation.  When  the 
danger  pressed  the  hardest  he  waited  on  the  militaiy 
commander  of  the  day,  and  solicited  the  responsibility  for 
the  safety  of  the  City,  by  being  intrusted  with  the  pos- 
session of  this  Capitol,  with  a  reasonable  force  fi;r  its  de- 
fence. Denied  in  his  application,  mortified  and  humiliat- 
ed by  the  results  of  the  day,  he  found  his  way  back  to 
his  home  and  the  home  of  his  fiimily,  where  he  still  lives, 
blessed  with  the  esteem  of  his  friends,  and  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him. 

But  assuming,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  that  the  act  of  commuta- 
tion was  just,  in  its  inception,  was  it  just  in  its  execution? 
On  this  point,  he  thought  there  was  no  room  for  contra- 
riety of  opinion.  An  essential  difference,  he  observed, 
existed  between  the  claims  for  pay  and  subsistence  of 
the  army,  and  those  arising  from  the  stip^ilation  of  half 
pay  for  life.  The  former  being  payable  during  the  war, 
when  it  was  known  that  the  finances  were  embarrassed, 
were  properly  subject  to  the  depreciation  of  that  period. 
But  the  promised  half  pay  for  lifie  waB  expected  to  sur- 
vive the  period  of  embarrassment,  and  therefore  to  be 
payable  in  the  sound  currency  of  the  country.  Some  of 
the  reasons  which  inclined  the  officers  to  accept  m  com- 
mutation have  already  been  noticed.  The  necesMtv  of 
obtaining  pecuniaxy  means  to  enable  them  to  embark  in 
other  pursuits,  formed  a  no  less  prevalent  inducement. 
To  effect  this  object,  it  waa  obviously  necessary  that  the 
eqilivalent  to  be  received  should  be  promptly  paid  or 
adequately  secured.  The  act  of  commutation  did  neither, 
[t  is  surely  not  enough  to  say  that  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gfress  prescribed  that  the  commutation  of  ^ve  years  full 
pay  should  be  paid  in  securities,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  paper,  absolutely  worthless,  wa<  the  security  intend- 
ed. Can  it  for  a  m'oment  be  supposed,  that  Congress 
meant  to  deceive  their  brave  defenders,  by  holding  out  a 
"  promise  to  the  ear,"  only  "  to  break  it  to  their  hopes?" 
No,  Sir,  they  meant  what  they  expressed,  tliat  the  seen- 
rities  should  be  real,  and  not  nominal;  their  repeated 
and  earnest  requisitions  upon  the  States  prove  their  in- 
tention; and  nothing  but  the  inherent  weakness  of  the 
governmeht,  and  the  failure  of  the  SUtes  to  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress — an  excuse  fortunately  not 
in  otir  power  to  plead— prevented  that  venerated  body 
from  redeeming  their  engagements.  But  Hiough  tile 
depreciation  which  followed  was  not  attributable  to  Con- 
gress, its  effect  upon  the  officers  was  not  the  less  fatsl* 
Necessity,  that  waits  not  fi>r  time*  or  seasons,  compelled 
too  mtiixy  to  carr>'.  their  certificates  into  market,  and  the 
amount  which  they  produced  served  but  to  realise  the 
destruction  of  all  their  hopes.  The  few  who  retained 
them  until  1791,  experienced  a  loss  not  less  severe  than 
unexpected.  It  Ims  akeady  been  stated  th|it,  by  the- 
operations  of  the  funding  system,  one-third  of  the  amount 
which  the  commutation  certificates  declared  to  he  due 
was  deducted  by  the  government  The  reason  alleged 
for  a  measure  appai-entiy  so  destructive  of  public  confi- 
dence  and  individual  rights,  was  the  well  known  fiict, 
that  by  far  the  greater  part  were  held  by  speculators 
who  had  purchased  them  at  an  inconsiderable  price. 
Mr.  Madison,  ft  is  true,  endeavored  to  exempt  the  cer- 
tificates in  the  hands  of  tl^  officers  from  this  dedi)ction{ 
but  having  failed  in  hit  attempt,  tlie  kast  necesmtnus  of 
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the  officers  were  doomed  to  experience  a  diminution  of 
their  already  insufficient  commutation. 

This  Rct  of  commutation,  therefore,  is  clearly  liable  to 
the  objection  : 

1st.  Of  not  being"  a  just  equivalent  for  the  promised 
half-pay  for  life. 

2dly.  Of  having^  been  effected  under  circumstances, 
and  by  the  operation  of  motives,  which  deprive  it  of  all 
obligatory  force,  and  entitle  the  officers  to  liberality  in- 
stead of  rigt)ur. 

3dly.  Of  partial  and  defective  execution. 

If,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  no  other  obstacle  were  inter|)Osed 
to  the  clauns  of  the  petitioners  than  those  to  whicli  he 
had  alluded,  fortified  as  they  are,  by  facts  not  suscepti- 
ble of  misconstruction,  and  resting*  upon  the  plain  and 
immutable  principles  of  justice,  no  doubt  coiild  be  en- 
tertained of  your  favorable  decision.  But  he  was  appre- 
hensive that  other  considei-aiions  would  have  their  influ- 
ence: that  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  would  be  cloud- 
ed by  dangers  in  prospective;  and,  that  the  fear  of  es- 
tablishing a  precedent  by  which  the  door  of  your  Trea- 
sury would  be  uidockcd  to  a  crowd  of  applicants  plead- 
ing their  poverty,  and  urging  their  misfortunes,  may  in- 
duce you,  in  this  case,  to  resist  the  strongest  impulses  of 
your  hearts,  if  not  the  dictates  of  your  judgments. 
Among  the  different  grounds  upon  which  thi:>  appre- 
hension is  founded,  a  leading  one,  he  said,  is,  "  lliat 
*'the  bill  did  not  embrace  the  cases  of  private  soldiers, 
**  who  might  also  have  sustained  injustice,  and  whose 
*•  services  were  not  less  meritorious  than  those  of  the  of- 
*•  ficcrs  themselves." 

Before  I  proceed,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  to  consider  this  ob- 
jection, allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  one  or  two  in- 
cidental remarks.  A  variety  of  persons,  officers  of  the 
Army,  who  had  not  served  to  the  end  of  the  war — pri- 
vate soldiers,  militia  officers,  and  citizens  who  had  borne 
the  privations  of  that  period,  had  been  successively  brought 
in  review  before  the  Senate;  and  their  losses  and  suffer- 
ings, after  having  been  forcibly  depicted,  were  urged  as  a 
reason  for  the  rejection  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners. 

Iff  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  any  thing  could  aggravate  the  injus- 
tice already  inflicted  *upon  the  petitioners,  it  would  be 
an  objection  like  this.  Had  the  claims  of  the  persons 
alluded  to  been  similar  to  those  of  the  petitioners,  the 
argument  derived  from  an  equality  of  right  would  be 
entitled  to  attention;  but  if  dissimilar,  let  them  be  dis- 
joined. The  allowance  of  the  one  can  constitute  no 
ground  for  the  admission  of  the  other;,^and  by  uniting 
thcra  together,  you  throw  upon  the  petitioners  the  mis- 
fortunes of  others,  (misfortunes  for  which  they  are  in  no 
sense  responsible,)  in  addition  to  their  own. 

Now,  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  it  is  easy  to  demonstrate 
that  no  similarit)'  exists.  What  is  the  object  of  this  bill  ? 
To  repair  a  wrong  in  not  having  given  a  just  equivalent 
in  satisfaction  of  a  promise  of  half- pay  for  life.  Do  the 
claims  of  any  others  rest  upon  a  basis  like  this?  Is  it  al- 
leged tliat  any  such  or  similar  engagement  was  made 
with  the  soldier?  Most  assuredly  not.  If,  then,  no 
similarity  exist,  an  attempt  to  connect  them  would  be 
plainly  unjust. 

I  aiTi  aware,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  of  the  imposing  chai*acter 
of  the  argument  that  has  been  urged  in  favor  of  the  claims 
of  the  common  soldier.  In  a  Government  like  ours,  ap- 
peals in  their  favor  cannot  be  made  without  effect  They 
derive  their  force  from  that  all  pervading  jealousy  of 
power,  which  is  generally  supposed  to  be  the  concomi- 
tant of  official  station  and  accidental  elevation.  Although 
not  insensible  to  its  influence,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
complain  of  ite  effect ;  and  when  properly  directed  op 
controlled,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  the  successful 
operation  of  our  political  system. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  instead  of  yielding  our  judg- 
mehts  to  lavor  on  the  one  hand,  or  improper  prejudice 
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on  the  other;  it  became  our  duty  as  public  men,  to 
know  no  distinctions  but  those  of  merit,  and  no  rule  but 
that  of  justice.  Was  it  true,  then,  he  asked,  that  the 
partiality  of  the  Government  had  inchned  to  the  officer, 
m  preference  to  the  soldier  ?  Is  it  not  evident,  on  the 
contrary,  that  in  every  case  the  former  has  been  treated 
with  distrust,  and  the  latter  with  indulgence.  Upon  what 
can  ihc  soldiers  predicate  a  claim  for  additional  compen- 
sation ?  Upon  the  ground  of  the  depreciation,  ana  no 
other.  The  losses  of  the  officers,  on  this  account,  were 
as  much  greater  than  those  of  the  soldier,  as  the  relative 
difference  of  their  pay  ;  and  yet  this  bill  contains  no  pro- 
vision in  their  favor  upon  that  subject.  This,  then,  can 
form  no  objection  to  the  proposed  allowance.  But,  sir, 
ii^  relation  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  officer  and 
soldier  when  they  entered  the  service.  General  Washing- 
ton informs  us  in  his  letters  to  the  Slates,  contained  in 
the  book  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  that  the  private  sol- 
diera  had  this  signal  advantage  over  the  officers.  They 
received  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  from  the  States,  by 
which  they  were  raised,  a  bounty  of  from  two  to  three 
hundred  dollars,  in  good  money,  or  provision  for  their 
I  families.  No  buch  advances  were  received  by  the  officers. 
,  What,  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  has  been  the  subsequent  con- 
duct of  the  Government  ?  The  average  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers calculating  from  a  colonel  downtvards,  was  forty  dol- 
lars per  month.  That  of  the  soldier  was  six  dollars  and 
a  quarter. 

Now,  by  the  pension  act  of  1818,  the  allowance  to  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  reduced  to  poverty,  was,  for  the  offi- 
cers, twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  for  the  soldiers  eight 
dollars  per  month.  Giving  to  the  officer  less  than  half- 
pay,  and  to  the  soldier,  more  than  full  pay.  So,  said  he, 
would  it  ever  be.  Whatever  might  be  the  declamatory 
appeals  upon  this  subject,  there  was  no  danger  that  the 
partiality  of  Congress  would  ever  be  manifested  for  the 
officer,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  fair  claims  of  the  soldier. 
To  prevent  misapprehension,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  I  will  pro- 
ceed further.  I  have  said,  that  I  am  net  insensible  to  the 
feeling  which  had  been  so  strongly  pressed  into  the  ar- 
gument. As  an  evMence  of  the  sincerity  with  which  he 
spoke,  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  adopt  any  measure 
in  favor  of  the  soldier,  that  the  gentleman  opposed  to 
him,  could  reasonably  desire.  Most  of  the  soldiers,  said 
Mr.  V.  B.,  had  been  placed  upon  the  pension  list.  The 
limited  number  who  had  not,  must  average  seventy  years 
of  age.  Let,  said  he,  a  section  be  prepared,  placing  all 
who  had  enlisted  for  the  war,  upon  the  pension  list,  at 
eight  dollars  per  month,  without  requiring  evidence  of 
poverty.  For  a  measure  like  this,  he  would  readily  vote  i 
if  even  more  were  proposed,  it  should  receive  his  deli- 
berate attention,  and  if  possible,  his  concurrence.  Fi»ud« 
might  be  practised  ;  but  they  would,  of  necessitr,  be  of 
short  duration.  Even  now,  the  expense  would  not  be 
felt;  in  a' few  years  it  wonld  cease  to  be  remembered; 
while  the  fame  that  would  attend  it,  would  constitute  one 
of  the  most  valuable  legacies  to  posterity  that  can  be  left 
behind  us. 

Instead,  then,  of  opposing  the  bill  because  it  contains 
no  provision  for  the  soldier,  might  he  not  with  some  pro- 
priety ask  of  gentlemen  to  propose  a  remedy  for  this  de- 
fect, and  not  condemn  for  omission — whilst  making  no 
effort  to  have  that  omission  supplied .' 

Another  cause  of  apprehension  from  this  bill,  as  a  pre- 
cedent, arises  from  the  supposition  that  if  it  be  intended 
to  provide  for  losses  incurred  by  the  depreciation  of  com- 
mutation certificates,  the  Government  will  be  bound  t* 
compensate  for  similar  losses,  whether  incurred  by  the 
Army  or  the  public  creditors.  These  fears,  said  Mr.  V. 
B.  I  consider  visionaiy.  The  bill  docs  not  propose  a 
compensation  on  account  of  depreciation.  Tt^a  would 
be  impracticable,  because  no  data  could  be  obtained  by 
which  an  estimate  could  be  formed  to  justify  a  legislative 
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act.  The  depreciation  of  the  commutation  certificates 
has  been  referred  to  solely  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
the  equity  of  a  claim  originating  in  a  contract,  never  sa- 
tisfied by  the  act  of  commutation,  but  from  which  you 
are  legally  absolved  by  the  acts  of  limitation.  Until  the 
soldiers  can  plead  a  similar  contract,  and  the  equitable 
considerations  whicli  tlie  officers  have  urged,  they  can 
have  no  right  to  place  their  claims  on  an  equal  footin|^. 
Still  less,  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  can  it  be  said  that  this  bdl 
will  afford  a  pretext  for  rc\iving  the  dormant  claims  of 
the  public  creditors.  Their  case  is  widely  different  from 
that  of  either  the  officers  or  the  soldiers.  While  the 
pay  of  the  Army  was  fixed  and  stationary,  its  actual  value 
was  reduced  by  the  depreciation  of  currency,  which  they 
were  coinpelled  to  receive  at  par.  But  the  suppliers  of 
the  Army  the  great  mass  of  public  creditors,  regulated 
their  contracts  by  the  fluctuations  in  which  they  expect- 
ed to  be  paid,  and  the  prices  demanded  bore  an  exact 
proportion  to  its  depreciation  in  market. 
*  It  has  been  urged,  too,  as  an  objection,  that  provision 
had  not  been  made  for  the  officers  who  did  not  ser>'e  to 


ed  by  the  government  for  justifiable  ends,  might  be  re- 
moved,  at  the  option  of  the  government,  only  in  the 
cases  wltich  policy  and  justice  might  demand.  It  has  a 
pei-fect  right  to  permit  it  to  operate  upon  the  officers, 
their  widows,  or  their  heirs — and  neither  might,  in  strict- 
ness, have  a  legal  ground  of  complaint.  1  have  endea- 
vored,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  to.show  that  equity  requires,  and 
policy  does  nut  forbid  the  allowance  proposed  for  the 
surviving  officers.  The  claims  of  the  widows,  stood,  in 
his  opinion,  on  a  different  foundation.  But  he  should 
not  be  willing,  for  one,  to  oppose  them.  Their  number 
must  be  small  ;  not  half  as  great,  in  all  probability,  as 
that  of  surviving  officers  ;  say  one  hundred  at  the  outside. 
(five  them  a  gratuity  of  one  or  two  thousand  dollars  each  ; 
and  if  necessary,  deduct  it  from  the  sum  you  would  other- 
wise give  to  the  surviving  officers.  They,  he  was  well 
assured,  would  not  utter  a  complaint.  On  the  contrary, 
the  value  of  what  they  received,  would  be  doubly  en- 
hauced  by  the  cause  of  the  deduction.  The  supposed 
claims  of  the  heirs  could  not  be  presented  to  your  atten- 
tion with  equal  force.     Of  the  two  thousand  four  hun- 


the  close  of  the  war,  and  for  the  militia.    It  was  sufficient  <  dredand  eighty  officers  oftiie  revolution,  two  thousand  two 


to  say  that  with  them  the  government  hacL  entered  into 
no  such  engagement.  The  surviving  officers  of  the  re- 
volution, who  had  been  called  from  ser>'ice  before  the 
end  of  the  war,  generally  by  public  considerations,  would 
not,  he  was  persuaded,  repine  at  the  success  of  their 
brethren  in  arms,  or  make  it  the  basis  of  unfounded  com- 


hundred  and  fii\y  are  no  more .  Their  temporal  interests, 
whatever  they  were,  have  been  distributed,  in  some 
cases,  among  successive  generatioi^s.  To  ascertain  and 
distribute  the  respective  shares,  to  which  the  heirs  would 
be  entitled,  of  the  small  amount  now  propobed  to  be 
given,  if  not  w^holly  impracticable,  would  involve  an  ex- 


pUint.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  venerable  and  worthy  |  peitse  that  would  coiiiume  the  means  of  your  bounty 
Senator  before  me,  IGen.  S.  Smi^h,]  that  this  bill  will  not  |  and  without  being  productive  of  substantial  benefit, 
embrace  his  case,  for  the  reasons  he  has  given.  Who  your  resources  would  be  exhausted.  But,  said  he,  these 
would  have  more  cause  to  complain  than  he,  if,  indeed,  are  considerations  of  an  inferior  character,  founded  on 
any  cause  could  be  found  in  the  measure  proposed?  Of  I  expediency  only.  Your  refusal  to  grant  to  the  heira,  may 
his  conduct  and  services  in  two  wars,  it  would  be  super-  \  be  placed  on  the  highest  gi*ound  of  principle.     What 


fluous  to  speak.  They  are  familiar  to  us  all ;  and  he 
wished  he  could  add,  had  been  as  well  appreciated  by  the 
Union  as  by  the  State  whose  interests  he   had  promoted 


ever  you  now  do  in  favor  of  the  officer,  must  be  volunta- 
ry, proceeding  from  your  hbcrality  and  gratitude.  All 
other  obligations  have  been  cut  off  by  time.     All  your 


in  peace,  and  whose  safety  he  had  defended  in  war.  Tlie    endowments  springing  from  such  motives,  being  fur  tlie 


solicitude  which  he  had  manifested  for  the  friends  of  his 
youth,  and  his  companions  in  danger,  must  have  awaken- 
ed the  sensibilities  of  those  who  witnessed  it ;  while  his 
zealous,  though  disinterested  support  of  the  bill  upoii 
your  table,  constituted  a  convincing  proof  that  it  would 
be  viewed  by  others,  who  might  be  excluded  from  its 
provisions,  with  eqjal  satisfaction. 

The  last,  and,  to  his  mind,  the  strongest  objection  a- 
gainst  the  passage  of  this  bill,  was  its  making  no  provision 
for  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  officers,  who 
were  entitled  to  half-pay.  By  whom.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B. 
has  this  objection  been  adduced  ^  By  the  parties  them- 
selves ?  No,  Sir ;  by  those  who  have  had  no  conference 
with  the  parties.  Do  they  advocate  the  claims  of  the 
heirs  and  widows  because  they  have  heretofore  been  im- 
portunate for  relief  ?  No,  Sir^  from  the  first  agitation  of 
this  question,  in  1810,  to  the  present  moment,  he  was  au- 
thorized, he  believed,  to  say,  that  not  a  single  petition 
had  been  presented  in  their  behalf.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B., 
we  resist  the  claims  of  the  living  by  exorcising  the  spirits 
of  the  dead.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  declares  that 
he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill,  because  the  heira  and  widows 
arc  not  included,  and  that  he  would  not  vote  for  it,  if 
they  were.  It  has  been  asked  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina, whether  a  positive  debt,  a  vested  interest,  docs 
not  descend  to  the  heir,  and  whether  a  government,  any 
more  tlian  an  individual,  is  discharged  by  the  death  of  its 
creditor  ?  The  objection  thus  preseirtcd  is  plausible  in 
appearance,  but  he  was  persuaded,  easily  surmounted. 
He  had  already,  in  his  opinion,  given  a  satisfactory  an- 
swer. Whatever  might  have  been  the  orig-inal  character 
of  the  claim,  it  could  no  longer  be  regarded  as  legally 
binding  on  the  government.  It  was  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitation9--a  measure  sometimes  harsh,  but  not  the 
l«ss  founded  in  policy  and  justice.  This  sh  eld,  interpos- 


reward  of  personal  services,  may  with  propriety  be  con- 
fined to  those  by  whom  those  services  were  rendered. 
This,  said  he,  is  not  a  new  principle  in  your  legislation. 
It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of  181^,  providing,  not 
for  the  heira,  but  certain  portions  of  the  revulutionaiy 
officers  and  soldiers,  by  the  operation  of  which,  millions 
have  in  his  opinion  been  beneficially  applied.  It  was 
called  indeed  a  pension  act,  but  with  no  more  propriety, 
according  to  the  established  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  the  bill  upon  )  our  table. 

What,  according  to  these  principles,  are  the  grounds 
upon  which  pensions  have  begn  granted  ?  They  were, 
exclusively,  disability  produced  by  known  w  ounds  re- 
ceived in  the  public  service,  and  half  pay  for  a  limited 
time,  to  the  widow  and  infant  children  of  those  who  had 
fallen  in  action.  Since  the  date  of  our  independence, 
these  only  have  been  the  legal  and  appropriate  causes 
for  being  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners.  The  annual 
allowance  to  a  limited  number  of  the  officers  and  soldicra 
of  the  revolutionai7  army,  by  the  act  of  1818,  was  found- 
ed on  no  such  consideration,  otherwise  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  would  have 
been  as  much  entitlwl  to  your  bounty  as  they  can  be  now. 
They  did  not  receKe  it  <  and  the  only  justifiable  reason 
which  could  then  have  been  given,  wa.s  the  one  winch 
may  now  be  assigned.  You  had  a  right  to  make  your 
donation  personal.  You  had  a  right  to  enlarge  or  cou^ 
tract  the  circle  of  your  beneficence,  according  to  your 
own  views  of  the  state  of  your  treasury,  the  exigencies  of 
society,  and  the  claims  of  humanity.  Among  the  most 
powerfiil  motives  for  its  adoption,  was  a  desire  to  re.s- 
cue  the  country  from  the  reproach  of  seeing  those  to 
whom  it  was  indebted  for  its  liberties,  thrown,  in  the 
evening  of  their  days,  amidst  the  prosperity  they  had  been 
instrumental  in  producing,  tipon  the  cold  charities  of  an 
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unfeeling'  world.  It  was  to  prevent  the  vivid  and  heart- 
rending^  picture  of  Roman  ingratitude,  which,  though  the 
invention  of  modern  days,  has  so  long  interested  the 
world,  from  being  only  descriptive  of  real  life  in  the 
streets  of  tliis  proud  capital. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said  he  would  say  nothing  as  to  the  amount. 
Full"  justice  had  already  been  done  to  that  subject.  The 
general  object  was  to  make  up,  in  part,  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  officers,  out  of  the  profits  made  by  the  govern- 
ment, by  the  siicccssfid  result  of  its  compromise  witii 
them.     Let  us,  therefore,  said  he,  pass  the  bill  upon 
your  tab'e.     Let  this  body  have  the  credit  of  originating 
it.    Let  no  narrow  or  weak  views  impede  our  course. 
No  matter  where  those  honorable  and  patriotic  men  are 
from  ;  whether  from  the  North  or*the  South,  the  East  or 
the  West ;  whether  from  the  old  States  or  the  new.     In 
every  State  where  the  blessings  of  a  free  government  are 
enjoyed,  there  they  had  a  name,  if  not  a  local  habitation, 
that  could  not  fail  to  work  its  way  to  the  hearts  of  their 
fellow  citizens.   It  was  true,  he  said,  tliat  by  the  list  sub- 
mitted, it  di<l  not  appear  that  any  of  the  officers  resided 
in  seven  of  the  new  States,  and  he  was  not  sorry  for  it.     If  | 
he  were  not  deceived  in  the  character  as  well  of  the  peo-  i 
pie  of  those  States,  as  of  their  representatives  on  that  | 
floor,  tliey  would  rejoice  that  an  opportunity  was  thus  i 
presented  to  evince  their  devotion  lothe  cause  of  the  re- , 
volution,  iind  their  gratitude  for  the- services  oi' those  who  j 
fought  our  battles  in  that  day,  without  even  a  suspicion  j 
of  a  selfish  or  local  objecL     1'his  will  be  the  more  grati-  j 
fying  to  them,  because  it  was  not  their  good  fortune,  as  , 
States,  to  be  in  a  situation  to  take  part  in  that  great  stnig- ' 
gle,  out  of  which  grew  this  mighty  empire,  and  all  tlie 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  that  we  now  so  pre- 
eminently enjoy.     He  had  not  a  d«ubt  that  all  that  re- 
mained  for  tliem  to  do,  they  would  do  well.     If  evidence 
of  the  fact  were  wanting,  he  had  only  to  allude  to  the 
small  but  patriotic  State  of  Illinois,  which  alone  had  in- 
structed her  representatives  on  that  floor,  upon  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  in  a  spirit  reflecting  upon  her- 
self the  highest  credit,  and  affording  the  most  flattering 
presage  of  her  future  greatness. 

Mr.  V.  n.  said,  that  he  was  distressed  by  the  conscious- 
ness  that  ho  had  already  trespassed  too  much  upon  the 
kind  indulgence  of  the  Senate.  In  any  other  case  he 
would  h.ive  considered  it  reprehensible  to  have  done  so. 
lie  would  therefore  (although  there  were  yet  many  con- 
siderations which  he  intended  to  have  urged,)  draw  his 
observations  to  a  close.  There  was,  however,  one  point 
\ipon  which  he  felt  too  much  solicitude  to  suffer  it  to 
pass  unnoticed.  If  by  any  oiie  he  had  been  undei-stcod 
as  casting  aught  of  censure  or  reproach  upon  the  old 
Congress)  he  desired  to  correct  so  erroneous  an  impres- 
sion. He  could  not  indeed  have  done  so  consistently 
with  his  own  long  cherished  opinions.  On  the  contrary, 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  world  ever  witnessed,  or  ever 
again  will  witness  a  body  of  men  more  patriotic  or  en- 
lightened. He  would  not  believe  that  it  was  in  their  na- 
ture to  be  indifiercnt  to  the  just  claims  of  the  revolution- 
ary  army.  The  queslion  with  them  was  not  what  they 
would,  but  what  they  could  do.  The  embarrassments 
tinder  which  they  labored  from  want  of  power,  and  the 
backwardness  of  the  States,  who  themselves  were 
strugghng  against  the^  exhausting  efiects  of  u  cruel, 
bloody  and  protracted  war,  were  known  to  all.  As  lUtle 
did  he  wish  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  counsels  of  the 
nation.  Every  thing  could  not  he  done  at  once.  Much 
had  been  done  under  the  present  Constitution,  to  satisfy 
the  claims  Of  justice,  and  vindicate  the  character  of  the 
republic.  It  is  our  good  fortune  that  softiethirig  still  re- 
mains for  us  to  do.  Fear  not,  that  in  doing  it,  you  will 
go  beyond  the  wishes  of  your  constituents—your  feel-, 
ings  Tag  behind  them.  Speaking  for  liis  immediate  con- 
stituents—and he  had  not  the  presumption  to  suppose 
that  they  were  more  just  or  public  spirited  than  their 


neighbors— for  them  he  could  say,  with  confidence,  that, 
Itaving  some  share  in  the  national  fiinds,  and  contribut- 
ing no  inconsiderable  part  of  their  amount,  they  would 
willingly  pour  them  out,  like  water,  in  a  cause  so  right- 
eous. With  them,  a  million  more  or  less  of  public  debt, 
compared  with  the  preservation  of  the  public  faith,  wouki 
be  as  nothing,  lie  gloried  in  the  consciousness  that  he 
was  a  reprcsent.'itivc  of  a  people  influenced  by  such  ele- 
vated sentiments.  Every  day,  said  he,  makes  the  rem- 
nant of  this  band  of  worthies  more  dear  to  the  American 
people.  When  that  period  arrives — which  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  may  e.xpect  to  see — when  the  last  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revolutionary  army  shall  be  called  from  time 
to  eternity,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  keen  regret,  and  self 
reproach,'  if,  upon  a  review  of  the  past,  it  shall  appear 
that  any  thing  was  onntted  that  ought  to  have  been  done, 
to  smooth  their  passage  to  the  tomh. 

One  word  more,  and  he  had  done.  The  Senator  from 
Maine,  [.Mr.  Ciiandlkb,]  who,  although  he  had  lost  his 
father  in  the  struggle,  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  (and  there 
was  no  m.in,  he  believed,  who  more  implicitly  followed 
his  sense  of  duty,  >  to  oppose  the  bill,  had,  with  his  char- 
acteristic shrewdness  and  pertinency,  asked — did  Gen- 
eral Washington,  whilst  at  the  hes«d  of  Government,  ever 
recommend  this  subicct  to  the  notice  of  Congi-ess  ?  The 
worthy  Senator  well  knew  what  the  answer  mii.st  be,  and 
the  train  of  rcflcctitms  it  would  give  rise  to.  General 
Washington  did  not — but  why  ?  Before  and  after  the 
war,  he  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  States  sensible  of 
what  was  due  to  the  officers  on  this  very  point.  His  let- 
ters have  been  read.  He  urged  ihem  by  all  the  consi- 
derations that  belonged  to  the  subject,  to  act  efficiently 
for  their  relief.  He  failed.  Af\er  he  came  into  the  gov- 
ernment, the  officers  themselves  evinced  no  disposition 
to  revive  their  claims,  and  it  certainly  would  not  have  be- 
come him  to  be  the  first  to  bring  them  forward.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  conceive  why  the  officera  were,  at  that  ilay, 
wilfing  to  avoid  all  applications  for  pecuniary  aid.  New 
prospects  opened — they  were  probably  not  exempt  from 
those  feelings  of  ambition  and  hope  of  preferment,  which 
actuate  mankind.  They  have  out-lived  them,*  and  they 
humbly  ask  for  justice.  But,  Sir,  what  W.1S  the  languag^ 
of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  when  the  subject  was  an 
open  one  '  In  his  circular  of  June,  1783,  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  States,  he  said  : — **The  provision  of  half  pay 
**  for  life,  as  promised  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  was 
**a  reasonable  compensation  offered  at  a  time  when  Con- 
**gTess  Iiad  nothing  else  to  give  to  the  officers  for  servi- 
•*  ces  then  to  be  performed  ;  it  was  the  price  of  their 
"bhod  and  your  indeperideneef  and  as  a  debt  of  honor,  it 
"  can  never  be  cancelled  until  it  be  fairly  discharged." 

One  question,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  and  1  have  dohe.  Has 
it  been  frirly  discharged  ? 

Mr.  PA  KRIS  was  disposed,  he  said,  to  withdraw  hl.s 
amendment,  with  the  understanding  that  he  should  have 
an  oppoitunity  to  renew  it.  While  up,  he  would  remark 
tb^t  it  was  true  that  the  soldiers  had,  to  a  great  extent, 
been  paid  ;  but  there  are  many  who  have  not  been  paid, 
and  who  never  will  be  paid,  unless  they  are  paid  now, 
side  by  side  with  their  officers.  It  is  the  officers  alone 
who  have  kept  the  claims  of  the  soldiers  alive.  The  sol- 
diers cannot  meet  in  conventions,  issue  circulars,  frame 
memorials,  and  get  up  all  the  necessary  machinery  for 
acting  on  the  p\iblic  sympathy.  If  they  do  not  succeed 
with  the  officers,  their  claims  are  lost.  He  withdi*ew  his 
motion,  but  should  renew  it  when  the  question  had  been 
taken  on  the  bill  as  reported. 

The  queslion  then  recurred  on  filling  the  blank  wifTi 
$1,100,000. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  coidd  not  vote,  he  said,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  that  sum  merely  for  the  officers.  He  thought, 
also,  that  those  officers  who,  on  the  first  alarm  of  war, 
left  the  plough  for  the  ranks,  were  as  well  entitled  to  re- 
muneration as  the  officers  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
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Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  was,  he  said,  one  of  those 
officers  who  entered  the  army  at  an  early  period,  and  re- 
signed before  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had,  therefore, 
no  claim,  and  never  had  advanced  any.  None  w!io  left 
the  army  before  the  close  of  the  war  can  ha^e  any  claim. 
In  the  year  1778,  General  Wasbijcotojt  addressed  Con- 
ffress  on  the  state  of  the  army,  which  was  near  dissolution. 
In  1779,  many  of  the  officers  resig^ned  ;  and  to  prevent 
more  from  resigning,  the  act  of  1780  was  passed.  No 
one,  then,  who  resigned  before  the  close  of  the  war,  can 
be  entitled  to  any  benefit  from  the  provisions  of  that  act. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HARRISON  and 
WOODBURY— 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
■aid,  that  many  meritorious  officers,  who  had  resigned 
before  tlie  close  of  the  war,  were  as  much  entitled  to 
remuneration  for  their  services,  as  any  who  had  served  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  would  cite  the  case  of  an  of- 
ficer whom  he  knew  :  He  was  a  soldier  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill  \  and,  for  his  gallantry,  received  a  com- 
mission as  a  Lieutenant,  lit*  was  for  some  time  engaged, 
with  great  credit  to  himself,  in  the  severest  enterpriaes 
of  the  war.  He  then  resigned  from  ill  health.  This  man 
fought  before  the  war  was  legalized ;  he  fought,  in  its 
earhest  struggles,  witii  a  halter  about  his  neck.  Surely, 
upon  every  principle  of  justice,  he  was  as  much  entitled 
to  remuneration  as  those  who  entered  after  him,  and  con- 
tinued to  the  close  of  the  war.  This  man.recently  died, 
and  left  a  helpless  family.  If  his  children  were  not  pro- 
vided  for,  he  would  vote  for  no  provision. 

Mr.  CHAMBI^RS  said  he  could  not  consent  to  give  a 
silent  vote,  afler  the  declaration  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  [Mr.  Parhis]  that  he  should  hereafter 
offer  the  amendment  which  he  had  just  withdrawn  :  and 
after  the  remarks  of  the  honomble  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  liuoaLSR,]  that  he  could  not  vote  for  fiUing  the  blank 
with  any  sum  until  a  provision  was  inserted  in  the  bill  for 
the  other  officecs  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army. 
The  only  difficulty,  Mr.  C.  had  long  believed,  which 
would  be  opposed  to  the  recovery  of  tnis  claim,  >»  as  the 
one  now  presented  by  the  proposed  course.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  good  sense  of  the  American  people,  or 
the  justice  of  Congress,  could  ever  permit  a  direct  rcjcc- 
tion  of  this  claim.  He  was  only  apprehensive,  therefore,  of 
the  indirect  mode  of  attack,  which  had  heretofore  prov- 
ed fatal.  For  a  long  scries  uf  years  these  claimants  have 
addressed  themselves  to  the  liberality,  to  the  generosity 
and  to  the  charity  of  the  Government.  They  hatl  asso- 
ciated themselves  in  this  appeal  with  othor  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  had  surrounded 
tiieir  case  with  all  the  material,  and  had  connected  with 
it  all  the  considerations  which  could  operate  upon  the 
sympathies  and  sensibilities  of  a  noble  and  generous  na- 
tion. They  had  told  over  the  well  known  story  of  the 
hardships  and  sufferings  of  a  Revolutionary  war,  the 
acars,  the  wounds,  the  hunger  and  nakedness  and  pover- 
ty— the  courage  and  constancy  of  those  who  fought  and 
bled  in  that  mighty  struggle  which  rcsidted  in  securing 
to  us  the  means  of  enjoying  every  civil  and  political  1)le$8« 
Ing.  'i'hey  appealed  in  vain.  Year  after  year  has  rolled 
away,  and  age,  disease,  and  death,  have  thinned  tiieir 
numbers  to  a  little  remnant,  who  aow  hover  over  the 
grave,  most  of  them  in  indigence  and  want.  They  have 
now  made  a  last  effort  to  engage  the  notice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment :  not  by  an  appeal  to  its  charity  or  its  generosi- 
ty {  not  as  mendicants  asking  its  bounty  ;  not  as  pension- 
era^  sir.  Let  me  say  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Pabbis,]  who  has  intro<luced  this  term,  that 
the  wealtti  of  this  nation  is  too  little  to  place  these  men 
in  that  character.  Exhaust  the  annual  revenue  of  the 
nation  io  filling  their  coflera  and  multiplying  their  luxu- 
ries, and  yet,  sir,  the  present  generation  roust  ever  Tfi- 
xntXfi  pensionen  to  the  veterans  of  the  Revolution,  whose 


toil  and  blood  are  the  source  whence  this  revenue  is  de- 
rived. No,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  it  is  not  as  objects  of  charity, 
that  these  men  now  come.  They  present  you  a  copy  of 
your  contract ;  they  tell  you  it  ha«:  been  violated  to  their 
pecuniary  loss ;  that  the  obligation  of  the  Government 
has  not  been  redeemed,  and  they  give  a  statement  offsets 
from  which  they  say  the  principles  of  acknowledged  law 
authorise  them  to  demand  satisfaction  at  your  hands. 
They  refer  to  the  page  and  letter  of  your  own  records, 
and  to  the  undisputed  history  of  the  day,  as  making  out 
a  ca.sc  which  calls  for  the  decision — the  judicial  decision 
of  this  tribunal.  Does  any  honorable  member  on  this 
floor  dispute  the  facts,  or  deny  the  application  of  the 
principles  of  law  and  equity  to  those  facts  ?  This  would 
be  a  fair  and  legitimate  ground  of  discussion.  If  the  terms 
of  the  contract  are  not  as  set  forth,  if  the  rules  which 
should  govern  that  contract  are  not  as  they  are  stated  to 
b(»,  let  this  be  urged  as  a  reason  why  this  debt  should  not 
be  paid.  But  a  very  different  course  is  suggested.  Other 
claims,  resting  on  other  grounds,  and  properly  to  be 
governed  by  other  considerations,  are  referred  to,  and 
we  are  told  that  this  debt  ouglU  not  to  be  paid  until  those 
other  claims  are  ascertained  and  adjusted.  The  Govern- 
ment, like  an  individual,  ought  to  be  controlled  by  tlie 
gfeat  moral  principles  which  enter  into  all  pecuniary 
transactions.  Good  faith  and  the  observance  of  contracts 
are  demanded  from  a  Government  to  the  same  extent  as 
from  an  individual.  Let,  then,  the  case  be  supposed, 
that  an  individual  is  applied  to.foi^  the  disch:irg^e  of  a  fair 
debt :  will  any  honoi>ble  man  feel  himself  justified  in 
turning  an  honest  creditor  from  his  door,  with  no  other 
reason  than  that  he  is  indebted  to  sundry  other  indivi- 
duals, in  large  amounts,  and  he  must  ascertain  the  na- 
ttire  and  extent  of  his  engagements,  before  he  can  pay 
the  claim  which  is  presented  to  him  ?  and  if  the  o-editor 
could  also  urge  his  pressing  necessities,  his  indigence, 
his  age  and  decrepitude,  would  it  not  be  still  l?ss  ex- 
cusable to  repulse  him  with  such  an  evasive  rep'y  ?  And 
if  when  impelled  by  the  extremity  of  his  distress,  the  cre- 
ditor should  assert  awl  the  debtor  concede  the  highly 
meritorious  nature  of  the  services  charged,  the  great 
peril  to  his  life  and  the  certain  destruction  to  his  fortunes, 
which  were  encountered  in  the  performance,  and  the 
gi-eat  advantage  and  abundant  wealth  derived  by  him 
from  whom  was  asked  but  a  portion  of  that  price  which, 
by  his  bond,  he  had  promised  to  pay,  would,  Xlr.  C.  again 
inquired,  would  any  honorable  man  feel  excused  for 
again  repeating  his  refusal  to  discharge,  nay,  even  to 
examine  the  claim,  until  other  transactions  were  adjust- 
ed, involving  matters  having  no  connection  with  it  ? 
Would  not  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  be  disgust- 
ed with  such  conduct,  and  merited  indignation  over- 
whelm its  author  ? 

Is  not  such  the  case  of  these  officers  >  They  claim  the 
same  privilege  which  is  extended  to  the  most  humble  in- 
dividual in  the  community — the  privilege  of  demanding 
justice  from  the  Government.  They  have  submitted,  in 
respectful  terms,  an  arg^iment  to  sustain  their  demand. 
Their  memorial  has  been  examined  by  an  intelligent 
comu)ittee,  and  the  exposition  by  the  Chairman  appear- 
Cil  to  him  to  demonstrate  the  obligation  of  the  Govern- 
m.nt  to  pay  their  debt.  To  the  arguments  thus  urged, 
and  to  his  mind  conclusively  urg^d,  no  menriber  of  the 
Senate  had  opposed  contrar}'  arguments,  and  in  that  state 
of  things  he  did  not  intend  to  add  one  word  more  on  that 
part  of  the  case.  His  object  was  to  resist  the  fatal  influ- 
ence of  proposed  amendments,  which  ttie  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  [Mr.  Pariiis]  muRt  pardon  him  for  say- 
ing yere  calculated  to  destroy  all  prospect  of  final  success. 
The  gentleman  had  said,  and  no  doubt  with  great  sincerity, 
that  he  was  waK.  influenced  by  a  motive  to  embarrass  this 
bill  \  but,  let  the  motive  be  what  it  may,  such  is  the  ef- 
feet.     Belay  alone  is  fatal.    The  few  surviving  patriots 
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■who  now  applj  for  a  portion  of  their  debts,  are  rapidly 
disappearing'  from  their  country  and  from  the  world  $ 
they,  too,  owe  a  debt  which  all  must  pay  to  nature's  Uw, 
and  which  will,  ere  long",  call  them  to  rewards  of  a  high- 
er order.  All  they  can  hope  for  is  to  smooth  the  rugged 
path  which  separates  them  from  the  grave,  and  which, 
however  short  the  distance,  is  beset  with  thorns  which 
rige  and  infirmity  docs  not  enable  them  to  remove  with- 
out yonr  aid.  And  why  should  you  refuse  your  aid  ? 
The  gentlemen  fr*om  Maine  and  Ohio,  [Mr.  Parbis  and 
Mr.  UuooLKs,]  deplore  a  separate  legislation  for  these 
ofHcers,  as  a  positive  injury  to  others.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
venerated  the  diaracter  of^  the  Revolutionary  soldiers, 
nnd  was  willing  to  do  ample  justice  to  ever}'  class  of  tliem. 
No  man  would  go  farther  in  extending  the  beneficence 
and  the  charity  of  the  nation  to  those  persons.  But  their 
claims  were  not  now  before  us. 

The  question  of  separate  legislation  ought  to  have  been 
made  forty  years  ago,  and  more.  The  separate  legisla- 
tion of  the  old  Congress,  for  the  very  class  of  persons 
now  before  the  House,  formed  the  specific  subject  of 
their  claims.  On  matters  growing  out  of  the  general  le- 
g'tslation  for  tlie  army,  they  claimed  nothing.  They  had 
sustained  equal  loss  by  depreciated  paper,  by  want  of 
pay,  by  want  of  food,  by  nakedness,  and  sufTerings  of  va- 
rious kinds;  these  they  encountered  in  common  with 
their  fellow  officers  and  £tUow  soldiers :  and  for  these 
sufferings  he  should  be  proud  to  aid  in  giving  some  com- 
pensation. Yet  let  it  not  csciipe  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  that  these  claims  were  discarded  by  these  men  ; 
such  items  formed  no  part  of  the  account  rendered.  Their 
demand  rested  on  specific  separate  legislation,  which  no 
other  officers  and  no  sol<liers  in  the  army  had  any  com- 
mon interest  in.  It  is  entirely  too  late,  therefore,  to  urge 
objections  to  separate  legislation.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was 
equally  surprised  to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  R.]  the  objection  he  had  alluded  to.  It  was  in  the 
knowledge  of  tlie  Senate,  that  that  gentleman,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  was  frequently  called 
to  act  on  claims  preferred  by  individuals  who  had  sus- 
tained injury  during  the  late  war,  either  by  violations  of 
contract  on  the  pait  of  the  government,  depredations  by 
the  enemy,  or  from  various  other  causes.  He  would  ask 
the  honorable  Chairman,  if  he  had  ever  made  it  a  cause 
of  objection  to  either  of  these  claims,  that  there  were  nu- 
merous other  cliums,  arising  upon  the  same  or  somewhat 
similar  principles,  yet  unsettled  ?  He  knew  such  an  ob- 
jection had  never  been  urged,  and  could  never  have  been 
sustained.  It  was  as  competent  to  these  individuals  as  to 
any  others,  to  have  separated  their  claims  $  and  if  one 
amongst  them  had  presented  his  case  alon^  to  tiie  Senate, 
Mr.  C<  did  not  perceive  how  they  could  have  refused  it 
their  notice.  The  other  officers  of  the  army — the  sol- 
diers of  the  army,  were  not  included  in  the  memorial. 
Those  officers  alone  believing,  and  he  thought  correct- 
ly, that  their  case  did  not  resemble  the  case  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  were  not  embraced  by  the  resolution  of 
irSO,  had  asked  an  examination  and  decision  ot  the  rights 
of  those  who  were  included  by  the  terms  of  that  resolu- 
tion. They  had  exerted  the  common  privilege  of  every 
citizen  in  asking  a  decision  upon  their  claims.  If  fairly 
examixied  and  finally  rejected,  their  history  and  their 
character  did  not  permit  any  one  to  doubt  of  their  acqui- 
escence. The  memorials  of  their  virtues  were  too  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  history  of  the  nation,  and  the 
plaudiu  of  a  grateful  people  had  sounded  too  loudly  their 
praises,  to  permit  his  feeble  voice  to  extend  the  circle  of 
their  fame  ;  but  he  would  say,  that  men  who  could  re- 
sist  the  seductive  appeal  made  to  them  by  the  author  of 
the  Newburg  Letters,  were  not  now  to  be  taught  obe- 
dience to  the  crtnstitutetl  authorities,  or  respect  for  the 
laws  of  the  land. 


He  had  declined  adding  one  word  to  the  argument  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  on  the  law  and  the  equi- 
ty of  the  claim.  Before  he  concluded,  however,  he 
would  remark,  that  the  sum  conclusively  demonstrated  to 
be  due  to  these  officers,  had  gx>ne  into  the  treasury  of  the 
nation.  The  two-seventh  parts  of  their  pay,  not  includ- 
ed in  their  certificates,  if  flinded,  would  have  been  on  in- 
terest, according  to  the  express  terms  of  the  contract. 
The  Treasury,  therefore,  is  by  so  much  the  less  indebt- 
ed ;  and  the  sum  from  which  it  is  thus  relieved  has  been 
applied  to  other  objects,  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  paid  by  other  funds.  An  arithmetical  calculation 
will  demonstrate  the  fact,  that  the  unpud  two-seventh  • 
parts  of  tlie  amount  for  which  certificates  should  have 
been  issued,  and  the  loss  by  deferred  interest,  with  in- 
terest on  those  sums  to  this  period,  will  constitute  an  agp- 
greg^ate  greater  than  the  sum  now  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee. This  sum,  therefore,  you  hold ;  this  sum  you 
have  made  available  to  the  general  purposes  of  your  go- 
vernment ;  and  it  is  Purely  not  extravagant  in  these 
claimants,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  forty  years,  to  ask 
you  to  repay  to  them  this  forced  loan.  Mr.  C .  hoped,  for 
these  reasons,  that  the  blank  would  be  filled  with  the 
sum  recommended  by  the  committee,  and  that  the  Sen- 
.ate  would  steadfastly  resist  every  attempt  to  superadd 
amendments  to  tlie  bill. 


TvKSDAT,  jA?ruAiiT  29,  1828. 

The  CHAIK  presented  the  following  memorial,  accom- 
panied with  an  affidavit,  from  E.  V.  Sparhawk,  which  was 
read: 
7b  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Tlie  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  (accompanied  by  an 
affidavit  ot  the  facts)  humbly  sheweth,  tliat,  having  beeff* 
subjected  to  insult  and  violence,  in  the  room  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  from  a 
person  called  DufF  Green,  an  officer  of  the  Senate,  on  Fri- 
day, the  25th  of  January,  instant ;  and  having  been  threat- 
ened by  said  Green  with  further  violence,  in  case  your 
Memorialist  should  "ever  write  a  line  about  him" — con- 
sidering that  said  violence  was  not,  in  any  manner,  provok- 
ed by  your  Memorialist,  and  that  it  was  committed  within 
a  room  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  Senate  :  Therefore,  your 
Memorialist  humbly  prays  that  such  notice  may  be  taken 
of  this  matter  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of  your' honorable 
body,  comport  with  its  dignity,  and  extend  protection  to 
individuals  while  within  the  precincts  of  the  Senate. 
EDWARD. VERNON  SPARHAWK. 

Washington  City^  Jan,  28,  185:8. 

The. affidavit  accompanying  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  MARKS  moved  to  lay  llie  memorial  on  the  table  ; 
which  motion,  on  a  division,  was  lost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  inquired  what  question  was  before 
the  Senate. 

The  CHAIR  observed,  that  it  was  an  application  laid 
before  the  Senate  by  him,  at  the  request  of  tiic  Memorial- 
ist, and  It  renmincd  to  be  disposed  of  by  them. 

Mr  COBR  said  it  was  a  very  grave  subject^  and  he 
would  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary ;  but  was  understood  to  have  withdrawn  the  motion. 

Mr.  MACON  said  he  thought  the  matter  worthy  in- 
quiry ;  and  he  diould  be  in  favor  of  laying  it  on  the  ta 
ble.  lie  had  known  a  similar  case  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  ;  but  did  not  know  how  it  would  be  taken  up 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COBB  signified  his  assent  to  a  motion  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said  he  would  make  another  nK)tion, 
which  was,  to  allow  the  memorialist  to  withdraw  his  rne- 
morial.  It  appeared  by  the  affidavit  that  the  affair  took 
place  after  the  adjournment,  from  which  it  was  plain,  that 
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it  did  not  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  Senate. 
They,  therefore,  had  no  more  control  over  tliis  matter 
tlian  if  the  affray  had  taken  place  in  the  street.  They 
might  aa  well  interfere  in  the  quarrels  of  two  hackney- 
coachmen,  as  in  this.  If  violence  was  committed,  there 
were  laws  in  the  District  to  which  tlie  aggrieved  party 
might  appeal.  These  were  his  reasons  for  moving  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition . 

Mr.  FOOT  made  a  few  remarks  which  were  not  dis- 
tinctly heard.  He  was  understood  to  be  in  favor  of  lay- 
ing the  memorial  on-  the  table. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  some  remarks,  which  were  not 
distinctly  heaixl,  which  were^  in  substance,  that  this  mat- 
ter was  one  which  the  Senate  ought  to  consider  not  only 
with  regard  to  what  ought  to  be  done  in  relation  to  the 
application  of  the  memorialist,  but  what  was  also  due  by. 
the  Senate  to  itself.  He  then  moved  to  lay  the  memori- 
al on  the  table  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

SURVIVING  OFHCERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  unfmished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  several  surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Army,  was  then  taken  up. 

I'he  question  being  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill  with 
a, 200,000  dollars- 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  lose  and  said  :  He  was 
opposed  not  only  to  filling  the  blank,  but  was  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  an}'  circumstances,  and 
would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  whilst  he  offered 
some  of  the  reasons  upon  which  he  grounded  that  oppo- 
sition. Although  he  was  far  from  entertaining  any  un- 
grateful feelings  towards  the  surviving  officers  of  the  re- 
volutionar)'  army,  yet  he  could  never  yield  his  assent  to 
.  Jjie  assertion  that  they  held  exclusive  claims,  either  upon 
the  justice  or  gratitude  of  this  government. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Haurison]  felt 
such  devoted  zeal  on  this  occasion,  that  he  had  declared 
he  would  take  the  last  cent  from  the  treasury  to  disci  targe 
this  demand  ?  nay,  he  woidd  go  further,  he  would  give 
up  the  Alleghany  canal,  he  would  give  up  the  Cumber- 
land road,  and  would  even  dispose  of  his  churches  to 
raise  a  revenue  for  that  purpose,  and  would  worsliip  his 
God  in  the  open  fiekk,  and  irt  the  shades  of  the  forest. 
Mr.  S  said,  if  he  believed  this  claim  was  founded  in 
justice  and  good  faith,  he  would  go  further  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  :  he  would  not  only  dispose  of  Jiis 
churches,  but  would  worship  his  God  in  .sack-cloth  and 
ashes  before  he  would  withhold  a  just  debt.  Yet  he 
R'ared  he  should  not  ))ay  that  homage  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  were  he  to  withhold  tlmt  same  justice  from  the 
widows  and  orphan  children  of  those  revolutionary  offi- 
cers, who  have  deceased  since  the  passage  of  that  com- 
mutation law,  whose  claims  are  entitled  to  the  same  jus- 
tice, and  to  a  much  deeper  ^mpathy. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
[Mr.  WooDBunT]  which  reported  this  bill,  that  there 
were  only  230  surviving  officers  to  provide  for.  To  sa- 
tisfy the  claims  of  these  survivors,  it  was  necessary  to  fill 
the*  blank  with  the  sum  of  $  1,100,000.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  the  whole  number  of  officers  then  surviving,  en« 
titled  to  half  pay,  were  2480  \  deduct  from  that  number 
230,  will  leave  2?50;  in  the  ordinary  course  of  mortality, 
it  is  fair  to  suppose,  that  the  average  deaths  woidd  allow 
a  calcidation  of  1125  entitled  to  full  pay,  in  equal  degree 
to  the  surviving  officers,  now  sought  to  be  provided  for. 
This  would  require  an  additional  sum  of  $5,380,434, 
which,  Nvith  the  ^1,100,000,  asked  for  the  survivors, 
would  make  an  aggregate  of  $  6,480,434.  if  either  jus- 
tice or  gratitude  require  the  Senate  to  nrmke  provision 
for  the  surviving  officers,  the  same  measure  of  justice 
and  of  gratitude,  require  provision  to  be  made  for  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  deceased  officers,  whose 
rights  were  as  well  founded,  and  whoee  rights  were  as 


perfect,  up  to  the  times  of  their  respective  deaths,  as  tliat 
of  the  survivors. 

Mr;  S.  said,  he  had  yet  to  learn  by  what  rule  of  law, 
or  by  what  rule  of  gratitude,  this  discrimination  could  be 
made.  It  was  a  settled  principle  of  municipal  law,  of  al- 
most the  whole  civilized  world,  founded  in  i^nture  itself, 
and  fidly  recognized  by  cveiy  State  in  this  Union,  to  its 
ftdlest  extent,  that  in  all  cases  af\er  death,  the  relations 
of  the  deceased,  whether  his  widow  or  his  children,  his 
father  or  his  mother,  his  brothers  or  his  sisters,  or  rela- 
tions in  any  other  degree,  were  by  inheritance  entitled  to 
die  whole  of  his  estate,  in  whatsoever  it  might  consist ; 
whether  in  lands,  goods,  moneys,  or  debts  dne,  either 
from  private  Individuals  or  from  governments.  If  there- 
fore, this  he  a  debt  of  obligation,  founded  on  contract,  to 
the  survivors,  it  is  equally  a  debt  of  obligation,  founded 
on  contract,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased 
officers.  And  it  would  be  a  perversion  of  one  of  the 
soundest  maxims  of  law,  to  suppose,  that  the  death  of 
a  creditor  cancels  the  debt,  or  lessens  the  obligations  of 
the  debtor. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  heard  it  stated,  during  tliis 
debate,  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Rucblks,]  iliat  a 
revolutionary  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  died  in  his 
neighborhood  but  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  lef^  a  family  of 
twenty  children,  two  of  them  twin  girls,  oidy  four  years 
old.  Are  we,  Mr.  S.  asked,  to  close  our  e)es  upon  the 
claims  of  these  tender  and  helpless  infants,  because  their 
father  has  been  taken  from  them  by  the  hand  of  death  ? 
who,  had  he  survived  but  a  few  weeks  longer,  would 
have  shai*ed  in  the  bounty  of  the  government  asked  for  in 
this  bill.  Are  we  to  forget  the  dead,  however  merito- 
rious their  claims,  claims  founded  on  the  very  same  law, 
governed  by  the  same  ndes  of  construction,  and  enhanced 
by  the  piteous  condition  of  the  objects  to  whom  it  must 
be  equally  due,  if  due  to  any,  merely  because  we  behold 
the  living  presenting  themselves  personally  before  us  ? 
This  would  be  an  exhibition  of  feeling  but  little  to  the 
credit  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ! 

The  Chairman,  [Mr.  VV.]  as  Mr  S.  understood  him, 
had  placed  the  claims  cf  the  surviving  officers  on  the 
principle  of  annuitants.  And  fixing  the  length  of  time 
of  the  half  pay  at  two  lives,  or  14  years,  would  demand 
as  an  equivalent,  full  pay  for  seven  years,  to  constitute  n 
fair  commutation.  But  he,  Mr.  S.  had  mailc  a  calcula- 
tion, and  it  would  be  fouiul  that  five  years  full  pa}',  paid 
promptly,  with  its  accumulating  interest,  would  amount 
to  more  than  14  years'  half  ])ay,  only  paid  annually  as  it 
became  due,  with  its  accumulatingintcrest  also.  [Here  Mr. 
\>  (luDHrnT  asked  to  explain,  and  said  he  had  been  mis- 
understood ]  To  this  Mr.  S.  replied,  he  supposed  that 
he  must  have  misunderstood  the  gentleman  from  N.  II. 
But  laying  thnt  argument  altogether  out  of  the  question, 
he  could  ncveitheless  assume  tliat  ];OHition  without  resort- 
ing to  the  annuity  tables  of  any  foreign  country.  Sevetj 
yeju^  were  computed  a  life  by  our  laws,  and  so  under- 
stood in  the  calculations  of  fife  estates  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for.  And  14  years,  the  term  of  two  legal  lives, 
was  a  fair  avei-age  computation  upon  which  to  found  the 
commutation  ;  the  half  pay  for  which  was  not  equal  to 
the  five  years*  full  pay,  calculating  the  accumulating  in- 
terest on  each.  Br.*,  at  the  time  this  commutation  was 
made,  there  v^  ere  no  calculations  of  this  sort  contemplat- 
ed. The  officers  knew  nothing  about  annuity  .tables, 
neither  did  the  government. 

Congress  bad  in  1781,  almost  at  the  close  of  the  i^-ar, 
promised,  by  a  resolution,  half  pay  for  life  to  all  such  oV- 
ficei-s  as  should  remaiti  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
This  was  considered  an  odious  distinction,  and  became 
excessively  unpopular.  It  did  not  suit  the  genius  of  this 
country,  and  was  opposed  to  the  principles  of  that  hber- 
ty  for  which  we  were  then  stniggling,  and  was  one  of  the 
featuresof  the  British  Government  which  produced  the 
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contest.  Thjise  ofRcers  viewed  it  in  that  lipht  themselves, 
and  wished  to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  in  December,  1782,  af- 
ter the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  had  been  signed, 
voluntarily  stated,  in  a  petition  to  Congress,  their  belief  of 
its  odious  character,  and  said  in  that  petition,  **  We  are 
willing  to  commute  the  half-pay  pledged,  for  full  pay  for 
a  certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  certain  sum  in  gross, 
;i»  shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  sent  with  this  ad- 
dress."  (1) 

These  are  their  own  words,  and  their  own  Committee, 
sent  with  that  address,  consisted  of  Vlajor  Gen.  H.  Knox, 
Brig.  Gen.  Patterson,  Col.  Crane,  Col.  Maxwell,  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  Huntington,  Col.  Webb,  Col.  Huntington,  Col. 
Cortbnd,  Col.  Cummings,  Maj.  Scott,  Wm.  Eustis,  Hos- 
pital Siu'geon,  Brig.  Gen.  Hazen.  Officers  of  high 
standing,  selected  and  deputed  from  among  themselves, 
with  full  powers  to  make  the  arrangement  with  Congress, 
what  commutation  should  be  given  for  the  half  pay. 
And  among  the  members  of  Congress  appointed  on 
tl»«  Committee  to  make  this  arrangement  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  officers,  was  Gen  Alexander  Hamilton,  who 
had  gone  thnnigh  the  whole  war  himself,  knew  the  rela- 
tive claims  of  these  officers,  and  whom  he  was  one,  and 
who  was  as  just  as  he  was  generous,  and  as  generous  as 
he  was  brave  ;  which  was  really  surrendering  alnK>st  the 
whole  matter  into  tlt«ir  own  iiands  to  settle,  and  it  was 
settled  to  be  equal  to  five  years'  full  pay,  and  no  more. 
And  when  settled  at  that,  it  was  not  made  compulsory  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress,  but  left  optional  to  accept 
the  five  years'  full  pay  or  hold  on  to  the  half  pay  for  life. 
(2)  Nine  States:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  accepted  it 
by  lines  ;  and  not  a  murmur  was  heard  for  twenty-seven 
years  afterwards,  when,  for  ihe  first  time,  they  brought 
it  up.  And  at  the  distance  of  forty-four  years  the  Senate 
are  told  the  commutation  was  unjust,  arbitrarily  settled 
at  the  c]i.<icretion  of  Congress,  and  forced  upon  those  of- 
ficers without  any  alternative,  to  take  that  or  nothing; 
and  that  they  come  now  to  ask  justice  and  demand  a  ful- 
filmeat  of  the  compact.  And  gentlemen  affirm  that  up- 
on principles  of  law  and  equity,  it  is  a  contiact  not  yet 
fulfilled,  and  which  in  a  court  of  jusfce  the  government 
would  be  bound  to  fulfil. 

Mr.  S  said,  he  was  not  brought  up  at  the  foot  of  Ga- 
maliel, but  he  tmdei  stood  the  law  of  contracts  better  than 
that.  To  render  a  contract  binding  on  both  parties, 
nothing  was  necessary,  but  that  the  parties  were  capable 
to  contract,  were  willing  to  contract,  and  actually  did 
contract.  And  if  capable  and  willing  to  do  so,  they 
could  make,  and  could  change  that  contract  as  often, 
and  into  as  many  forms  as  tliey  pleased.  It  required  no 
lawyer  to  know  this.  11  was  every  day's  practice,  with 
everjynan  in  the  Government.  But  we  have  a  fashion 
of  paying  Government  contracts  as  often  as  they  are  ask- 
ed for.  What  was  the  conti-act  ?  First,  that  tlie  officers 
who  should  remain  in  tlie  army  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  should  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life.  Who  asked 
to  change  it  ?  The  officers  themselves.  When  it  was 
changed,  to  whom  was  it  submitted  for  acceptance  }  To 
the  officei-8  themselves.  Who  did  accept  it  in  the  vcrj' 
form  in  which  Congress  had  placed  it ;  to  be  paid  in  sc 
curities,  on  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  instead 
of  the  half  pay  promised  for  life  ?  3)  After  they  had 
clone  so,  it  would  be  sporting  with  the  rights  of  the  Go- 
vernment, to  say  the  contract  had  not  been  fulfilled  on 
her  pait.  If  the  Government  has  any  rights,  it  has  the 
same  rights  of  individuals,  governed  by  the  same  rules, 
and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges.  And  it  would  be 
idle   to  say,  when  the  Government  had  done   no  more 

(1)  See  4th  *ol.  Journals  Old  Congrxus,  ji:!—  i07. 

(2)  8«<'  4tU  Tol.  Jonmiil  Old  Cvmifif-^,  p.  loft. 
O)  Sec  4th  vol.  Joursal  DU\  Conjure  .i,  p.  16^. 


than  to  meet  the  very  wishes  of  the  officers,  and  gave 
them  what  they  asked  for,  that  the  contract  waa  not  ful- 
filled,  because  the  operations  of  the  change  had  not  prov- 
ed  as  pHMperous  as  some  ot  them  had  wished. 

Mr.   President,  our  gratitude  has  been  invoked    on 
this  occasion.     The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  H,)  has 
read  various  letters  written  by  Gen.  Washington  to  Con- 
gress, stating  the  discontent  of  the  officers  of  the  Army, 
the  hardships  they  endured,  and  concludes  by  saying, 
they  would  have  quit  the  Army,  had  not  Congress  pro- 
mised them  the  half  pay :  and  asserts,  it  is  to  those  officers 
that  we  ai-e  indebted  for  our  civil  and  religtous-libcrty, 
as  well  as  for  our  independence  as  a  nation,  and  the  free- 
dom of  debate  we  now  exercise  in  this  Senate.     Mr.  S. 
said,  it  was  by  no  means  his  wish  to  detract  from  the  mil- 
itary merits  of  those  officers ;  and  much  less  would  he 
have  supposed  they  were  actuated  by  the  hope  of  pecu- 
I  niary  reward,  to  continue  in  the  Army,  had  not  the  gen- 
I  tleman  himself  affirmed,  it  was  the  promise  of  the  half 
■  pay  wliich  kept  them  there.     He  was  wiUing,  himselt;  to 
j  ascribe  to  them   better  motives  for  remaining  in  the 
;  Army,  than  the  hope  of  pecuniary  reward.     He  was  wil- 
'  ling  to  believe  it  was  patriotism  that  kept  them  in  the 
Army.     All  your  gallant  men  prefer  the  thick  of  battle, 
and  seek  death  itself,  as  the  highest  reward  of  the  brave. 
And  can  it  be  a  motive  to  an  American  Senate,  to  pay 
those  officers  a  second  time,  because  they  woukl  have 
left  the  Army  in  the  time  of  its  greatest  peril,  but  for  the 
promise  of  half  pay  ? 

Mr.  Presideni,  it  is  an  error  that  is  gaining  ground  in 
proportion  as  we  recede  from  the  period  of  the  revolu- 
tion, that  the  independence  of  this  government  was 
achieved  solely  by  tije  regular  army.     It  is  an  error  that 
has  been  promoted  by  the  vtry  officers  themselves,  and 
to  which  gentlemen  very  naturally  subscribe  who  wit- 
nessed no  part  ot  those  times  which  tried  men's  souls. 
That  war  was  a  war  without  a  parallel.     It  was  forced 
upon  the  people  of  this  country  when  tiiey  had  neither 
money,  arms,  nor  experience  :  and  not  more  than  three 
millions  and  a  half  of  a  population.     In  this  situation  they 
had  to  meet  a  brave  and  experienced  enemy,  with  a  ve- 
teran army,  and  experienced  and  gallant  officers  at  its 
head.     The  most  determined  doubted ;  but  their  ap- 
I  peared  to  be  no  alternative,  and  a  general  enthusiasm 
I  pervaded  the  whole  community,  with  a  few  exceptions ; 
I  and  all  who  valued  freedom  were  eager  tor  battle,  in  de- 
i  fence  of  their  homes  and  their  fire-sides,  and  death  or 
liberty  was  the  universal  motto.     It  was  this  proud  em- 
inence assumed  by  the  American  people,  that  gave  them 
I  liberty,  independence  and  freedom  of  debate  :  not  the 
'  sordid  meicenary  hopes  of  pecuniary  reward. 
I      But,  said,  Mr.  «.,  it  has  neariy  come  to  this,  since  time 
has  thrown  a  veil  over  tliose  scenes  and  achievements 
1  that  ought  to  characterize  that  war,  that  we  are  taught  to 
i  believe  that,  during  Uiat  war,  every  thing  was  quiescent, 
I  and  every  bo<ly  happy  at  home  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
'  families  and  fortunes,  except  the  regular  army  ;  and  that 
'  there  was  but  Hi  tie  praise  due  to  any  but  the  officers, 
i  The  argviments  seem  to  go  upon  the  ground,  that  this  is 
t  the   correct  history  of  the  revolutionary  war.     Gentle- 
I  men  who  entertain  this  opinion,  know  but  little  of  that 
I  war,  as  it  was  carried  on  in  the  three  Southern  States,  of 
'  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia 
I      The  Chairman  [Mr.    W.]   hag  told  us,   these  officers 
broke  up  their  connexions  in  life,  and  \ci\  their  families 
and  their  homes  to  serve  their  country.     And  so  devoted 
was  one  of  them,  that  he  left  his  dead' father  unburicd,  to 
enter  the   Army.     This,   all  will  admit,  was  patriotic. 
But  what  does  this  weig^i.  when  compared  to  tlie  bloody 
scenes  that  spread  horror  and  desolation  throughout  the 
two  Carulinas  and  Georgia,  diU'ing  the  years  of  1779, 
1780  and  1781 ;  a  good  part  of  which  time  you  had  no 
regidar  Army  there.  Whilst  the  British  Army  wete  there 
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ravaging  the  country  wherever  they  went ;  not  a  hone 
in  the  country  upon  which  they  could  lay  their  hands, 
that  they  did  not  take,  to  repair  the  waste  in  their  own 
cavalry,  or  for  the  use  of  their  baggage  wagons.  All 
the  cattle,  hoga,  sheep,  flour,  wheat,  com,  and  every 
description  of  forage,  fell  a  prey  to  their  rapacity.  And 
what  was  not  consumed,  was  wantonly  burned  and  des- 
troyed. The  tones,  following  in  their  train,  buming 
dwelling  houses,  out  buildings,  and  fences,  and  laying 
waste  with  fire  and  sword  all  that  came  in  their  way. 
Plundering  tlie  defenceless  women  and  children  of  any 
little  remains  of  provisions  that  the  Army  might  have  left, 
9nd  stripping  them  of  their  wearing  apparel,  and  the  ve- 
ry bed  clothes  that  covered  them  by  night.  Mothere  and 
daughters  who  had  seen  better  times,  labored  in  the  field 
to  procure  a  scanty  subsistence  :  whilst  the  fathers  and 
brothers  were  harassing  the  enemy,  and  fighting  the  bat- 
tles of  their  country.  Not  in  the  regular  Army,  but  in 
volunteer  and  self-created  bodies ;  self-trained,  and  mount- 
ed on  their  own  horses,  and  armed  with  tlieir  own  rifles, 
nnd  other  arms,  such  as  they  could  procure  ?  all  at  their 
own  expense,  without  the  aid,  or  even  the  knowledge  of 
the  General  Goveniment.  They  annoyed  the  enemy  by 
hanging  on  their  borders,  killing  iheir  light  troops,  cut- 
ling  off  their  foraging  parties,  shooting  their  sentries  at 
iheu"  posts,  and  destroy  nig  and  dispersing  the  tory  par- 
ties wheresoever  theyjissembled.  No  friend  of  his  coun- 
try could  remain  at  home  in  safety.  Many  who  ventured 
there  for  a  moment,  were  dragged  from  the  bosoms  of 
their  families,  and  butchered  at  their  own  doors.  Others 
who  were  taken  in  arms»  were  treated  as  rebels,  and  hung 
upon  the  limbs  of  trees,  on  the  ruad  sides.  These  scenes 
became  so  familiar,  tliat  the  spilliiig  of  human  blood  lost 
the  most  of  its  horrors. 

While  this  imdiciplined  warfiire  was  carried  on  by  the 
community  at  large  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  unrivalled^ 
General  Sumplcr,  with  no  other  authority  than  a  com- 
mission from  the  Governor  of  the  State,  for  the  legislative 
body  \*  as  dispersed  by  the  enemy,  drew  to  his  standard  a 
respectable  number  of  volunteer  militia,  who  displayed 
as  much  bravery,  and  fought  to  as  much  purpose,  as  any 
continental  troops  belonging  to  the  regfular  army.  They 
distinguished  themselves,  and  were  victorious  in  almost 
every  battle  they  fought.  Tlieir  leader  was  as  gallant  a 
soldier  as  ever  drew  a  sword,  with  all  the  qualities  of  a 
cool  circumspect  general.  His  successful  operations  were 
more  confined  to  the  middle  and  southern  parts  of  the  State. 

General  Marion,  who  acted  under  a  similar  commission, 
only  from  the  Governor,  confined  himself  more  to  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State. — Whose  partisan  corps  were 
entirely  volunteers,  also.  Mr.  S.,  said  that  he  might  be 
more  accurate  as  related  to  his  operations,  he  would  read 
it  from  Ramsay's  history  of  the  United  States.  Speaking 
of  the  promotion  and  successes  of  General  Sumpter,  he 
says  :  ''  About  the  same  time  Marion  was  promoted  to  the 
«*  same  rank,  who  in  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the 
**  State,  prosecuted  a  similar  plan.  Unfurnished  with 
"  the  means  of  defence,  he  was  obliged  to  take  posses- 
••  sion  ot  the  saws  of  the' saw-mills,  aiul  to  convert  them  in- 
'♦  to  horseman's  swords.  So  much  was  he  distressed  for 
**  ammunition,  that  he  has  engaged,  when  he  had  not 
«*  three  rounds  to  each  man  of  his  party.  Various  schemes 
«*  were  tried  to  detach  the  inhabitants  from  cu  operating 
••  with  him.  Major  Wemys  burned  scores  of  houses  on 
•*  Pedee,  Linch's  Creek,  and  lllack  River,  belonging 
•*  to  such  as  were  supposed  to  do  duty  with  Mnrion,  or 
**  to  he  subservient  to  his  views.  Having  no  houses  to 
"  shelter  them,  the  camps  of  tlicir  country  became  their 
•*  homes.  Ft>r  many  months,  Marion  and  his  party  were 
*'  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  Open  a'r,  and  to  shelter  them- 
*  *  selves  in  deep  swamps*  From  these  retreats,  they  sal- 
•*  lied  out,  whenever  ail  opportunity  of  harassing  the  en 
"  emy,  or  of  serving  their  country,  presented  itself." 


Marion  was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  and  lived  at'  his 
He  abandoned  it  all,  made  the  morasses  his  dwel- 
ling place,  and  his  rations  were  parched  corn  and  pota- 
toes, when  he  could  get  them.  He  may  be  justly  called 
the  Leonidas  of  the  South.  He  never  was  defeated,  nor 
could  the  strongest  threats,  or  the  most  flattering  pro- 
mises from  the  enemy,  induce  him  for  one  moment  to  for- 
sake the  cause  of  his  country.  Sumpter  and  Marion  could 
have  had  any  promotions  they  would  have  asked  for  in 
the  British  army,  if  they  would  have  accepted  it.  Or  if 
they  would  have  laid  down  their  arms,  even  at  the  most 
gloomy  moment  of  that  perilous  time,  they  could  have 
been  protected  in  their  persops  and  fortunes  by  that  army. 
But  they  were  inspired  by  other  considerations,  of  a 
higher  character.  They  were  inspired  by  a  patriotism 
and  love  of  country  that  never  tired,  and  taught  them  to 
look  upon  pecuniary  rewards  as  trash :  not  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  a  soldier's  honor  nor  with  a  patriot's  love 
of  liberty.  Their  troops,  composed  as  they  were  cntiic- 
ly  of  volunteer  militia,  from  tlie  mass  of  citizens,  were 
equally  inspired  by  the  same  motives.  There  never  was 
a  regular  army  belonging  10  the  gpvemmcnt,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  en<l  of  the  revolutionary  war,  that  en- 
dured such  hardships,  who  fougiit  more,  or  more 
succe»rfiil  battles,  or  rendered  more  essential  service. 
lliese  men  never  received  a  farthing  from  the  general 
government,  neither  for  their  services  nor  their  arms, 
which  they  furnished  for  themselves  for  the  most  part. 
Nor  has  a  single  man  among  them,  however  hacked  or 
cut  to  pieces,  ever  been  placed  upon  your  pension  roll. 

Many  of  tlie  first  citizens  of  South  C^olina  were  seiz-' 
ed,  incarcerated  in  prison  ships,  and  sent  to  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  other  unwholesome  climes,  to  subdue  tlieir  pa- 
triotism ;  many  of  whom  perished.  Col.  Laurens,  ^the 
elder,  was  sent  to  England  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower, 
to  subdue  his  own  patriotism,  and  strike  terror  in  others. 
These  tortures  were  endured  by  men  who  lived  in  the 
lap  of  ease  and  fortune,  all  of  which  was  abandoned  to 
the  reckless  ravages  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  they 
would  abandon  the  cause  of  that  independence  in  which 
they  had  embarked.  Was  there  any  officer  in  the  con- 
tinental army  who  suffered  such  hardships,  and  made 
such  sacrifices  for  tlie  cause  of  freedom  ?  Who  is  there, 
that  would  not  rather  rush  upon  the  spear  of  bis  enemy, 
and  hazard  his  life  in  battle,  than  be  confined  in  tlie  hold 
of  a  prison  ship,  in  an  unwholesome  clime  }  At  the  same 
time  these  scenes  of  horror  and  discomfort  were  going 
on  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  were 
also  engaged  in  those  of  a  similar  character,  except  that 
tlie  British  army  remained  principally  in  South  Carolina. 
The  thi'ce  States  were  destitute  for  a  long  time  of  even 
the  semblance  of  a  regular  army.  It  was  the  gallantrx' 
and  patriotism  of  the  farmers  of  North  Carolina,  who  quit 
their  ploughs  and  embodied  under  Col.  Caswell,  9j^  mili- 
tia officer,  that  totally  defeated  and  dispersed  a  large  bo- 
dy of  Scots  tones,  that  had  collected  to  the  royvA  stand- 
ard, on  Cape  Fear  River,  in  1775,  ajid  gave  a  shock  tn 
the  formidable  tory  party  in  tJiat  quarter,  from  which  it 
never  recovered.  This  was  effected  by  their  own  means, 
without  the  aid  of  a  continental  oflicer  or  soldier  ;  or  so 
mucii  as  a  sabre  furnished  by  the  general  government. 
For  which  they  never  received,  nor  did  they  even  ask,  a 
farthing. 

These  achievements  wei-e  followed  up  by  the  battle  of 
King's  Mountain,  in  the  autumn  of  1780,  under  Col. 
Campbelli- of  Virginia,  Col.  Cleveland,  and  Col.  Shelby, 
atid  others  of  North  Carohna,  Col.  Lacey,  Col.  Hill,  and 
others  of  South  Carolina,  who  assembled  the  volunteer 
militia  of  their  neighborhoods^  to  stay  the  high-handed 
career  of  the  enemy  f  and  the  historian  says,  **  They  had 
**  so  little  of  the  mechanism  of  a  regular  army,  that  the 
*<  Colonels,  by  common  consent,  commanded  each  day 
•*  alternately. '  The  hardships  these  volunteers   under- 
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•*  went  were  veiy  great.  They  subsisted  for  weeks  to- 
**  gather  without  tasting  bread  or  salt,  or  spirituous  li- 
**  quors,  and  slept  in  the  woods  without  blankets.  The 
*'  running  stream  quenched  their  thirst.  At  night  the 
**  earth  afforded  them  a  beO,  and  the  heavens,  or  the 
••  limbs  of  trees  were  their  covering.  Ears  of  corn,  or 
*'  p^mpions  thrown  into  the  fire,  with  occasional  supplies 
"  of  beef  or  venison,  killed  in  the  woodsy  were  the 
"  chief  articles  of  their  provisions." 

Under  all  those  disadvantages,  these  volunteer  officers 
and  citizens^  without  a  moment's  training,  met  a  veteran 
officer  of  great  experience,  and  as  brave  a  partisan  offi- 
cer as  any  in  the  British  armj,  on  ground  chosen  for  tlie 
occasion  by  himself;  and  with  a  very  small  loss  on  their 
part,  killed  and  wounded  x25,  among  them  Col.  Fergu- 
son, their  commander ;  and  took  800  prisoners,  with  all 
their  arms,  ammunition,  and  baggage.  The  annals  of  the 
whole  revolutionary  war  do  not  affbrd  a  more  brilliant 
achievement,  or  one  effected  with  more  cool  and  deliber- 
ate bravery,  by  any  portion  of  the  regular  army. 

It  were  these  resistances  and  these  succcflses  that  gave 
the  first  check  to  the  British  arms.  It  destrojred  their  liopes 
of  submission  ;  and  proved  tliatfireemen,  without  tralnmg 
and  without  disciplme,  were  too  brave  to  be  conquered. 

Those  men  via  officers  did  not  fight  your  battles  for 
money.  They  never  cost  your  government  a  siqgle 
cent.  They  mrnished  their  own  rifles,  with  which  they 
principally  fpught.  They  furnished  their  own  clothes, 
and  tlieir  own  horses ;  and  their  slender  and  humble  ra- 
tions they  picked  up  where  they  could  find  them ;  and, 
like  the  other  citizens  who  fought  our  battles,  without 
the  aid  of  government,  if  any  were  wounded  or  disabled, 
the  government  has  positively  refused  to  place  them  on 
the  Pension  Roll,  but  has  left  them  to  beg  their  bread,  or 
starve,  if  they  could  find  no  other  relief.  And  yet  we 
arc  confidentiy'told  by  gentlemen,  in  this  debate,  that 
we  owe  our  independence  as  a  nation,  and  the  freedom  of 
debate  which  we  enjoy  in  this  Senate,  exclusively  to  the 
officers  of  the  revolutionary  army.  Gentlemen  who  as- 
sert this  fact,  have  never  known  by  what  means  the  revo- 
lutionary war  was  carried  on  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  \ 
otherwise,  tbey  must  have  forgotten  it.  If  they  had  not, 
thev  could  not  say  that  freemen,  whose  blood  had  stream- 
ad  m  torrents  in  the  prosecution  of  that  war  ;  whose  va- 
lor in  battle  had  been  unrividled  \  who  had  sacrificed 
their  fortunes,  and  abandoned  their  families  and  their 
homes,  and  every  private  comfort,  for  its  suppo^  owed 
their  independence,  and  freedom  in  debate  in  this  Senate, 
to  the  prowess  of  any  other  arm  but  their  own. 

Mf.  S.  renurked  that  it  had  been  affirmed  that  the  re- 
^lar  army  hud  defended  the  Southern  States.  Some 
portions  of  the  regular  army  had  been  there,  it  was  true, 
but  had  rendered  no  sort  of  service,  whatever,  until  the 
arrival  of  General  Green,  in  1781. 

When  the  British  navy  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Koul- 
trie,  on  the  38th  of  June,  1776,  before  the  declaratic  n  of 
Independence,  with  a  view  of  reducing  Charleston,  Gen- 
eral Lee,  a  continental  officer,  next  in  command  to 
General  Washington  himself,  instead  of  defending  the 
iort,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  declared  it  impossible, 
and  ordered  the  fort  to  be  surrendered  {  when  Col. 
Moultrie,  of  the  militia,  refused  to  obey  the  order  ;  but 
said,  he  Would  continue  the  defence  of  the  place,  and 
woidd  take  the  responubility  of  a  failure  upon  himself. 
Your  Contmental  General  retired  to  a  place  of  safety, 
and  Col  Moultrie,  with  the  gallantry  of  a  veteran,  sus- 
tained  the  atUck,  for  ten  hours  in  succession,  agunst  ten 
British  ships**  two  of  which  were  fif^y  gun  ships.  The 
siege  termmated  in  the  loss  of  dne  of  the  enemy's  ships, 
and  a  total  repulse  of  the  whole  fleet.  This  was  the  first 
essay  of  a  Continental  officer  in  the  South. 

The  next  was  General  Lincohi,  aa  experienced  con- 
tinental officer,  who,  on  the  13th  day  of  May,  1780,  sur- 
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rendered  to  the  enemy,  without  the  fire  of  a  gun,  the  dtjr 
of  Charleston,  both  the  continental  and  militia  army,  with 
all  the  munitions  of  war,  and  upwards  of  400  pieces  of  ar* 
tillery;  and  put  the  enemy  in  the  strong  hold  of  the  South- 
ern States,  m>m  whence  they  could,  and  did  play  in  eve- 
ry direction,  to  the  great  embarrassment  of  the  Southern 
Section. 

Col.  Buford,witha  regiment  of  continental  Infantry, 
and  some  horsemen,  waasent  to  the  relief  of  South  Caro- 
lina .  They  were  assailed  by  Col.  Tarletoi»,  and  after  the 
first  fire,  laid  down  their  arms  and  sued  for  quarters, 
which  was  denied  them  ;  and  they  were  literally  cut  to 
pieces.  And  a  great  portion  of  those  who  were  not  slain 
on  the  field,  had  their  hands  or  arms  cut  off,  or  their 
beads  and  bodies  hacked  to  pieces. 

General  Gates,  another  experienced  continental  offi- 
cer, was  sent  to  South  Carohna  with  a  few  more  than 
900  regular  troops.  To  these  were  added  3,000  militia 
from  the  neighboring  States.  With  these  4,000  men,  he 
TOet  the  British  army,  near  Camden,  in  South  Carolina, 
and  a  battle  ensued.  No  sooner  did  the  enemy  display 
their  columns  and  commence  a  heavy  fire,  than  General 
Gates  fled.  Nor  did  he  stop  until  he  reached  Hillsbo- 
rough, a  distance  of  150  miles,  and  then  but  for  a  short 
time.  The  continental  soldiers  under  Baron  de  Kalb, 
and  some  of  the  militia,  under  their  own  officers,  fought 
with  distinguished  gallantry.  But  they  were  overpow- 
ered by  numbers,  and  were  all  either  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken  prisoners.  But  not  a  vestige  of  the  regular 
army  remained  for  active  operations.  And  with  them 
were  taken  all  the  artillery  and  200  baggage  wagons. 
The  State  was  again  left  to  the  alternative,  either  to  sub- 
mit as  rebels,  and  seek  protection  from  the  enemy,  or 
fight  their  own  battles,  without  the  least  hope  of  assis- 
tancefrom  the  General  Government.  They  preferred 
the  latter^  which  they  carried  on  with  an  enthusiasm  that 
was  never  surpassed  and  but  rarely  equalled. 

This  state  of  things  cootinued  until  General  Green 
went  on  the  next  year ;  and  even  then,  much  was  done 
by  the  militia.  At  the  Cowpens,  the  British  had  IIM 
men,  and  the  Americans  not  more  than  800  :  two-thirds 
of  them  were  militia,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Pickens.  They  formed  the  first  line  a  few  hundred 
yards  in  advance,  and  received  the  first  fire ;  then  iell 
back,  as  they  were  ordered  to  dob  and  immediately  ral- 
lied and  joined  the  regulars  in  chai]gmg  the  enemy  with 
fixed  bayonet!,  which  threw  them  into  complete  confii- 
sion,  'and  five  hundred  of  the  British  army  laid  dowa  . 
their  arms  to  the  militia. 

When  General  Green  took  command  of  the  Southern 
Army,  it  consisted  of  only  2,000'  men  \  more  than  half  bf 
whom  were  militia  ( 1 ),  The  battles  he  fought  at  •uilfoid 
andEutaw,  were  said  to  have  been  the  two  best  fought 
battles  of  the  Revolution «  and  more  than  half  his  army, 
a*  each  place, were, militia.  He  was  a  man  of  superior 
skill,  and  of  distinguished  bravery  ;  and  did  honor  to  the 
cause  in  which  he  was  engaged.  But  the  bimvest  Gen- 
erals could  not  fight  without  an  army,  and  his  regular 
soldiers  were  but  about  1,000  \  and  these  were  kept  as  a 
reserve.  His  militia  were  always  placed  in  the  fh>nt  of  Jhe 
battle ;  many  of  whom  were  killed.  And  that  was  the  kst  the 
General  Government  knew  of  them.  It  neither  gpave  them 
pay,  honor,  nor  provided  for  their  suffering  families. 

The  war  in  South  Carolina  was  so  protracted,  and  ra- 
ged with  such  violence,  that,  in  addition  to  the  volun- 
teer services  of  almost  every  man  in  it,  that  State,  in- 
stead of  paying  one-thirteenth  part,  whicli  would  have 
been  more  than  its  proportion,  paid  more  than  one-fifth 
part  of  the  whole  expense  of  the  revolutionary  war.  (2) 
Whilst  the  great  SUte  of  New  York  paid  butf  1,200,000, 
South  Carolina  paid  $4^000,000,  (3)  although  ranked 


(1)  RMOuaT,  U.  S.  S.  voL  p«|e  4 
(S>  PttbUo  Law*,  a,  Tol.  p.  liM, 
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among  the  .small  States.  The  State  of  Maryland  paid  but 
$  800,000.  Notwithstanding,  it  is  urged  that  we  owe  our 
liberty  and  independence  to  a  very  small  regular  army, 
f  om  whose  efficiency  the  Southern  States  received  but 
little  assistance,  when  compared  with  their  own  unceas- 
ing efforts.  This  claim  of  the  petitioning  officers  is  plac- 
ed on  another  gpround»  as  extraordinary  as  it  is  novel. 
Which  is,  that  the  certificates  given  in  commutation  for 
tlie  half  pav,  had  been  purchased  from  them  by  specula- 
tors, for  a  very  small  consideration.  The  answer  to  that 
'argument  is  plainly  this.:— If  the  government  were  bound 
to  protect  its  citizens  from  the  grasp  of  speculation,  it 
would  have  more  than  a  Herculean  labor  to  perform. 
Where  could  such  a  requisition  end  .'  The  government 
had  fulfilled  its  engagements,  and  it  bclonp^ed  to  those 
who  were  interested  to  guard  against  imposition. 

Another  and  a  louder  complaint  against  the  govern- 
ment is  uttered  ;  that  in  establishing  the  funding  system. 
Congress  had  done  injustice  by  dcfciring  a  portion  of  the 
interest  for  ten  years.  But  upon  a  fair  calculation  the 
interest  will  average  more  than  five  per  cent.  And  four 
per  cent,  is  considered  a  very  high  per  cent,  when  secur- 
ed upen  the  faith  of  the  government,  as  this  w4s.  It  is 
far  beyond  any  per  centage  produced  by  your  best  agri- 
culturists. Moreover,  these  claims  were  placed  precise- 
ly on  the  ground  of  the  claims  of  every  other  citizen. 
And  who  were  they  that  settled  the  principles  upon 
which  the  public  debt  was  funded  ?  General  Hamilton, 
and  many  other  revolutionary  officers  were  among  the 
most  prominent  ipembcrs  of  that  Congress.  And  Gener- 
al Washington  was  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who,  by  virtue  of  his  constitutional  powers,  could  have 
negatived  the  law.  And  can  we  for  a  moment  suppose 
he  woald  not  have  done  so,  had  he  seen  any  thing  like  in- 
justice contained  in  it  ?  We  do  not  believe  he  ever  slum- 
bered over  the  rights  of  those  officers  whom  he  had  com- 
manded, and  whom  he  respected. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  officers  of  p^ our  revolutionary 
army,  had  been  more  liberally  provided  for  than  any 
other  class  of  men,  in  this  or  any  other  country.  In  ad> 
dition  to  tlieir  pav  during  their  time  of  actual  service,  they, 
were  priHnised  half-pay  for  life,  after  they  should  retire 
from  the  army,  which  was  commuted  for  five  years'  full 
pay — which  was  a  mighty  stretch  for  a  government  at 
the  dawn  of  its  struggle  for  freedom — and  were  promis- 
ed aii4  received  l^ge  tracts  of  valuable  lands,  Each 
officer,  fh>m  a  Major  General  down  to  an  Ensign,  had 
his  lands,  and  that  placed  upon  the  most  fertile  spots.  .In 
addition  to  this,  the  southern  States  gave  their  officers 
large  tracts  of  the  finest  lands  in  the  world.  Virginia 
gave  largely  and  liberally  in  lands  to  her  officers.  South 
Carolina  did  the  same.  North  Carolina  gpave  .to  each 
Brigadier  general,  12,000  acres  \  to  a  Colonel,  7,200  ;  to 
a  Captain,  S,500 ;  and  to  General  Green,  that  State  grave 
35,000  acres,  that  were  said,,  at  onetime,  to  be  worth 
$,500,000.  To  that  meritorious  officer,  Georgia  gave 
^22,500  in  money,  and  South ^larolina  gave  him  $  45,000 
in  money.  These  were  free-will  offerings,  after  the  war 
ended,  which  those  States  were  prompted  to  make^  to 
exalted  merit,  tor  distinguished  services  { and  surely  they 
would  redeem  tlie  Carolinas  and  Georgia  from  the  crying 
•in  of  ingratitude. 

But,  said  Mr.  3.,  there  was  another,  and  a  very  di0er- 
ent  view  to  be  taken  of  this  subject,  which  would  ptove, 
beyond  a  doubt,  how  much  further  the  government  had 
gone  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  mihtaiy  men,  over 
that  of  ev^ry  other  class  of  your  citizens.  The  revolu 
tiotmiy  war  continued  seven  years.  The  supplies  for  the 
armies,  dunng  the  first  five  years  of  that  war,  were  fuiv 
nishedhy  the  citizens^  exclusively  for  paper  money  ;  then 
called  Continental  Money,  and  States'  Money.  The  con- 
tinental money  was  issued  by  authority  of  Congress,  and 
bore  on  its  face  a  pledge  that  it  would  be  redeemed  with 


gold  or  silver.  The  Congress  issued  $  241,552,780  ?  to 
secure  the  currency  of  this  money,  on  the  11th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1776,  Congress  passed  a  law  in  the  following  words  ; 
••  That  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  so  lost  to  all  vir- 
'*tue  and  regard  for  his  country,  as  to  refuse  to  receive 
"said  bills  in  payment,  or  obstruct  and  discourage  the 
**  currency  or  circulation  thereof,  and  shall  be  duly  con- 
'*  victed  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  deemed,  publisli- 
"  ed,  and. treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  pre- 
"  eluded  from  all  trade  or  intercourse  with  the  inhabi- 
*  *  tants  of  these  colonies.  ( 1 . ) 

On  the  I4tli  January,  1777,  the  Congress  passed  anoth- 
er law  to  support  and  enforce  this  currency,  in  these 
words :'  ' 

**  Whereas  the  continental  money  ought  to  be  sup- 
**  ported,  at  the  full  value  expressed  in  the  respective 
*'  bills,  by  the  inhabitants  of  these  States,  for  whose  ben- 
**.  efit  they  were  issued,  and  who  stand  bound  to  redeem 
**  the  same,"&c.  And  thus  it  goes  on  to  make  it  as  penal 
as  the  English  language  could  express  it. 

Under  these  very  penal  laws,  and  from  their  devotion 
to  tlieir  country,  the  citizens  received  this  money, 
$  241,552,780,  for  the  support  of  that  war ;  and  when  the 
war  ceased,  the  money  ceased  to  circulate,  and  fell  dead 
in  the  band^  of  the  last,  holders.  Not  a  single  cent  of  that 
enormous  amoujit  of  continental  money,  without  which 
your  army  would  have  been  a  cipher,  has,  yet  been  paid 
to  your  honest  farmers  who  supported  your  armies  upon 
the  plighted  faith  of  your  Government,  that  it  would  be 
paid  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Not  a  militia  man  has 
ever  received  a  farthing  for  his  services,  ppr  the  widows 
or  children  of  such  as  fell  in  battle,  have,  in  one  instance, 
received  the  bounties  of  the  government.  Pay  vour 
debts  before  you  talk  of  your  gratitude.  Had  these' 
classes  of  your  t^itizens  looked  to  their  pecuniar}'  interests 
in  the  hour  of  peril,  instead  of  devoting  their  lives  and 
their  fortunes  to  the  public  service,  and  tlie  public  good, 
notwithstanding  all  your  Revolutionary  officers,  andyour 
Revolutionary  armies,  you  would  yet  have  been  British 
subjects,  and  these  States  British  provinces. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentlemen  who  advocate  this 
claim,  you  are- unable  to  pay  your  militia,  »nd  unable  to 
redeem  your  continental  money.  Is  this  the  justice,  said 
Mr.  S.  of  wliich  you  boast  ?  This  one-sided  justice  ;  is 
this  to  characterize  the  justice  of  your  country,  pay  your 
favorites  a  second  time,  and  permit  yourselves  to  slumber 
over  the  rights  of  all  others,  because  you  cannot  spare 
the  money  to  pay  them,  from  your  thousand  projects  ? 
This  would  be  justice  with  a  vengeance. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  referred  to  Milne  on  annuitiea,  to 
shew  to  what  number  of yearsfull  pay  the  officers  were 
entitled  to  ;  because  'he  had  in  his  former  remarks  been 
misunderstood.  When  the  officers  asked  for  a  commu- 
tation, it  was  not  for  five  years,  but  for  snch  an  one  as 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  half  pay  for  life.  Accor||pig 
to  all  the  best  authorities,  they  were  entitled  to  the  aver- 
age of  foiu'teen  years*  half  pay,  or  seven  years*  full  pay. 
Thus  the  senior  officers,  whose  chance  of  life  was  smaller 
than  that  of  the  juniors,  received  their  full  equivalent  by 
tlie  commutation ;  which  was  fiir  from  being  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  juniors. 

.  Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  should  be  wanting  in  his  du- 
ty to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  as  well  as  to  the  fair  fainc 
of  tlie  living,  should  he  remain  silent,  after  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  iioni  South  Carolina,  {Mr. 
SxiTU.]'  He  regretted  that  his  colleague  was  at  the  mo- 
ment absent  from  his  chair,  for  to  him  all  these  scenes 
were  familiar,  having  himseir been. an  actor  in  thehattlcs 
of  the  revolution.  Mr.  C.  had  no  other  knowledge  but 
from  written  and  oral  history-s-Butsir,  said  Mr.  C.  limited 
as  my  information  is,  I  must  be  permitted  to  tell  the  gci\- 


(I)  ^ottival  OM  CoagrM*^  left.  1  Vi.  S34.  p. 
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lleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  has  not  correctly  given 
us  the  events  of  the  southern  campaign  ;  no  man  is  less 
disposed  than  myself  to  lessen  the  iust  reputation  of  the 
militia  officers  who  acquired  glory  m  that  campaign,  but 
as  a  Mary  lander,  I  cannot  permit  the  wdl  earned  laurels 
of  her  brave  sons  who  fought  and  bled  by  her  side  to  be 
tarnished.  The  gentleman  was  most  unfortunate  in  his 
position  that  the  militia  alone  fought  those  battles^  and 
still  more  in  his  reference  to  the  names  of  the  Cowpens, 
Eutaw,  and  Camden,  to  prove  that  the  officers  of  the 
continental  army  did  not  perform  effective  service.  Sir, 
Maryland  has  lately  had  to  mourn  over  the  bier  of  her  de- 
parted Howard.  He  has  gone  d6wn  to  the  grave  full  of 
yeara,  of  honor,  and  esteem.  His  gullant  conduct  as  a  sol-, 
dier,  was  not  more  estimable  than  his  excellent,  amiablci 
and  modest  virtues  as  a  citizen.  To  him  was  due,  as  it 
has  been  accorded,  a  large  ^  share  of  the  glories  which 
were  won  in  two  of  those  battles  :  at  the  Cowpens,  his 
courage  and  his  skill  have  secured  the  admiration  of  his 
country,  for  himself,  and  the  brave  companies  of  the  Ma' 
rjland  line  wVich  he  conMnandcd  }  at  Eutaw,  he  fought 
and  his  blood  there  mingled  with  that  of  the  patriots, 
who  fell  by  his  side,  and  I  now  with  surprise  find  be  Is 
omitted  in  the  history  of  their  exploits.  I  need  not  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  go  far,  to  find  other  proofs, 
that  regular  ofScers  acquired  glory  in  the  South.  I  point 
him  to  one  of  the  monuments  of  that  age,  which  time  has 
spared— one  who  now  asks  your  Justice — and  tell  him 
th^e  is  another  whom  Maryland  is  proud  to  call  her  son, 
who  fought,  was  wounded,  and  made  prisoner,  at  Cam- 
den. [General  Heed,  who  was  in  the  lobby.]  I  will 
not  offend  him  by  sounding  his  praises  in  his  presence, 
but  I  should  be  treacherous  to  him,  to  his  departed  friend, 
to  otlici3  of  their  worthy  compatriots,  and  to  my  State,  if  I 
did  not  correct  the  error  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  Carolina,  did  not  mean  to  detract 
from  the  merit  of  the  regular  army.  If  Major  Howard's 
services  were  so  valuable — and  he  knew  they  were  so— r 
why  was  not  some  provision  made  for  his  heirs  ?  He 
was  not  insensible  to  the  services  of  the  regulars;  but 
he  contended  in  favor  of  the  militia.'  He  repeated  that 
the  regular  troops  retreated  and  fled  at  Camden  ;  and  he 
believes  they  did  not  stop  until  they  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia. He  had  not  said  that  there  was  no  regular  army  at 
the  South  ;  but  that  it  was  ineffectual.  He  had  not  said 
that  Uen.eral  Lincoln  had  no  regular  troops ;  but  that 
they  laid  down  their  arms,  and  delivered  up  the  City  of 
Charleston  ;  and  if  the  militia  had  done  the  same,  it  would 
have  afforded  another  argument  to  their  prejudice,  and  in 
favor  of  the  regulars.  He  had  said  that  General  Green 
had  but  a  small  regular  force  at  Eutaw  and  Guilford 
Court  house  ;  and  he  had  said,  and  now  repeated  it,  that 
his  men  were  chiefly  militia,  were  posted  in  front,  and 
bore  the  heat  of  the  battle.  As  to  the  Cowpens,  if  there 
was  a  regular  army  there,  it  was  a  very  small  one  \  and 
the  victory  hud  always  been  attributed  mainly  to  the  good 
conduct  of  the  militia.  But,  if  he  was  mistaken  in  this, 
he  would  ask,  if  he  was  not  right  in  his  statement,  thit 
the  whole  country  was  ravaged,  at  the  time  when  Con- 
gress would  not  send  an  army  to  the  South.  Again,  said 
Mr.  S.,  I  would  ask,  where  was  your  regulars  at  King's 
Mount ;  and  whether  that. achievement  by  the  southern 
militia,  did  not  give  a  turn  to  affairs,  w  hen  General  Wash- 
ington was  flying  before  the  British  armies  ?  Imipediate- 
ly  upon  the  decision  of  that  battle,  Comwallis  marched 
his  army  to  the  South.  1  know,  said  Mr.  S.,  many  a  man 
who  fought  in  that  battle  who  is  nowpoorand  pennyless. 
Sir,  the  conduct  of  the  southern  miKtia  was  beyond  my 
praise,  ftad  they  waited  until  a  regular  army  came  to 
their  assistance,  the  Southern  States  would  have  settled 
down  as  a  British  Province. ,  And  not  only  did  their  acts 
do  much  towards  our  independence— their  example  gave 
spiiil  and  confidtnce  to  the  people.  These  were  his  idtas 


of  the  question.  He  thought  these  officers  came  here 
-with  no  better  claim,  than  any  other  class  of  individuals 
who  made  sacrifices,  and  rendered  services,  during  the 
Revolution.  There  were  thousands  of  individuals  de- 
prived  of  all  they  possessed,  by  the  depreciation  on  the 
continental  money.  There  were  fathers  and  sons  killed 
at  their  very  doors — and  of  these  we  hear  not  a  word. 
But  here  at  this  late  day  is  a  band  of  patriots,  who  come 
forward  and  declare  that  Congress  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  them,  which  has  never  been  fulfilled.  I  say, 
said  Mr.  S.  that  these  officers  have  no  better  claim  than 
those  other  classes  to  whom  I  have  alluded.  He  knew 
no  reason  why  they  should  be  relieved  in  prefer- 
ence. He  knew  of  no  plundering  speculations  in  which 
others  had  not  suffered  as  well  as  they.  The  history  of 
those  times,  of  the  sufferings  and  privations  of  the  soutii- 
ern  people,  had  never  been  correctly  written.  While  it 
was  impossible  to  make  up  all  the  losses  which  had  fal- 
len, as  the  fate  of  war,  upon  the  people  of  the  whole 
country — he  was  against  making  a  distinction  favorable 
to  one  class  in  preference  to  another. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  must  pardon  him  for  another  remark. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  said  that  the  written  histo- 
ries of  the  events  alluded  to  by  h;m,  are  not  accurate  $  his 
emendations  are  to  go  to  the  world,  and  will  no  doubt  re- 
ceive, as  they  are  entitled  to  claim,  great  respect.  A  re- 
gard for  the  character  of  some  of  those  concerned,  and  a 
wish  to  put  tl>eir.  claims  fairly  before  the  public,  induces 
me  to  correct  an  error,  into  which  the  gentleman  haa 
certainly  been  betrayed.  He  alleges  that  at  Cambden, 
the  American  troops  ran  away  at  the  first  fire ;  on  what 
authority  the  gentleman  has  ventured  this  assertion,  1^ 
know  not ;  but  this  I  do  know,  from  an  honorable  man' 
now  living*  and  fully  entitled  to  faith  and  credit,  and  who 
was  an  officer  in  the  Maryland  line,  engaged  in  that  bat- 
tle, that  there  was  a  close,  and  warm  engagement  for  fif- 
ty-four minutes.  'Tis  true  my  informant  did  not  say  how 
many  rounds  were  fired,  but  Sir,  if  the  battle  continued 
fifty-four  minutes,  and  but  one  fire  was  exchanged,  the 
extraordinary  character  of  that  fact,  could  not  well  have 
escaped  the  vety  marked  attention  of  military  men,  and 
have,  given  celebrity  to  the  battle  of  Camden^  for  at 
least  one  circumstfince  that  has  not  been  usually  associat- 
ed with  its  histoty.- 

Mr.  ROBBINS  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  following  effect : 

In  speaking  to  this  subject,  I  shall  speak  only  to  the 
legal  obligation,  if  any,  of  the  United  States,  in  this  case. 
For  thoilgh  I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Nortlr  Carolina^  (my  friend,  if  he  will  permit  me  to 
call  him  so,)  that  appeals  in  this  case  to  the  gratitude  and 
magnanimity  of  the  nation,  imply  the  absence  of  legal 
obligation,  or  the  apprehension  of  that  absence  j  1  do 
agree  that  this  question  is  not  to  be  determined  on  those 
appeals,  nor  to  oe  influenced  b^  them,  any  furtlier  than 
as  they  are  sustained  by  that  oblrgation.  1  am  the  more 
anxious  now  to  speak  to  that  point,  as  it  lias  been  more 
particularly  challenged  by  the  learned  and  able  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat. 

The  legal  question  I  take  to  be  this — whether  suppos- 
ing the  commutation  not  to  be  equal  to  the  half  pay  for 
life,  the  United  States  are  under  an  obligation  to  make 
good  the  difference ;  an  obhgation  either  le^al  or  equita- 
ble ;  for  as  to  Government,  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween the  legal  obligation  and  the  equitable  ;  both  have 
the  same  common  foundation  in  justice  ;  their  diflference 
is  only  a  difierence  of  forms  {  and  these  forms  belong  to 
courts,  not  to  gpovernments. 

I  bepjin  this  inquiry  by  saying,  that  the  act  of  1780, 
providing  half  pay  for  life  for  the  officers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  who  should  serve  to  the- close  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  became  a  contract  with  those  officers  who 
did  serve  to  the  close  of  that  war.  The  proposition  made 
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to  Ihem  in  that  act,  was  a  conditional  one ;  arid  when  the 
proposition  was  accepted,  and  the  condition  was  perform- 
ed on  their  part,  it  became  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  strictly  and  technically  so  speakings— a 
contract  with  those  officers,  not  as  a  body,  but  with  each 
individual  officer.  In  1783,  when  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  and  ratified,  these  contracts  were  perfect- 
ed and  perfect,  and  became  from  that  moment  obligatory 
tu>on  the  United  States  {  and  are  still  obligatory,  unloss 
they  have  been  rescinded  by  each  individual  acting  for 
bimielf.  For  several  parties  to  several  contracts,  cannot 
rescind  those  contracts  for  one  another ;  nor  can  a  major- 
ity of  all  those  parties  rescind  them  for  all.  The  idea  is 
preposterous. 

If  these  contracts  have  been  rescinded,  it  must  be,  I  re- 
peat»  by  the  individual  assent  of  each  officer  to  the  res 
cinding  act,  whatever  that  act  may  be.  If  that  assent  has 
been  git  en,  I  agree  it  is  not  material  in  what  form  it  was 
given  4  nor  whether'  by  wonls  or  by  acta  ?  whether  ex- 
pressed in  the  former,  or  implied  by  the  latter ;  but  the 
&ct  of  the  assent,  and  of  the  ladividu.!!  assent,  is  material. 
Now  as  to  the  evidence  of  this  assent.  ^  The  votes  of 
the  army  lines,  determined  by  majorities  in  those  lines, 
is  not  evidence  of  individual  assent ;  not  even  in  those 
majorities ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  say  who  voted  in  those 
majorities ;  and  who  did  not  vote  in  them  \  it  is  impossi- 
ble, therefore,  to  bring  home  the  assent  to  any  one  in- 
dividual in  particular.  And  there  is  no  pretence,  to  say 
that  these  votes  were  unanimous.  Had  they  been  unan- 
imous. It  would  have  amounted  to  the  requisite  proof,  as 
to  each  individual ;  but  they  were  not  unanimous ;  and 
the  proof  is  that  the  votes  were  reported  to  Cong^ss  as 
majorities  merely  ?  a  majority  of  the  whole,  certainly  is 
not  the  whole  $  regarding,  then,  the  votes  of  these  ma- 
jorities as  not  being  evidence  of  individual  assent — what 
evidence  of  individualassent  remains  ? 

It  is  said  that  the  acts  of  these  officers  imply  this  as- 
sent ;  that  in  point  of  fact  they  did  accept  of  the  com- 
mutation notes,  given  as  a  substitute  for  half  pay ,  and  did 
receive  them  in  fieu  of  the  half  pa^  ;  that  this  was  impli- 
ed assent,  and  was  individually  {[iven.  All  tliis  is  very 
true,  and  would  be  quite  conclusive  against  the  officer, 
if  this  assent  was  voluntary.  Here  is  the  turning  point 
of  the  whole  case.  If  this  assent  was  voluntaiy,  it  Was 
conclusive  against  the  officer  ;  but  if  it- was  compulsory, 
it  was  not  conclusive.     How  was  the  fact  ? 

If  this  alternative  had  been  presented  to  the  officer — 
here,  take  these  commutation  notes,  or  lake  your  half 
pay  for  life  ;  and  he  had  taken  tlie  commutatioi^  notes, 
the  acceptance  would  have  been  conclusive  upon  him, 
because  then  it  would  have  been  voluntary.  But  this  al- 
ternative was  not  presented  to  him.     The  alternative 


commutation  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  half  pay.  This 
question  then  arises — whether  it  was  a  fair  equivalent  \ 
and  if  so,  whether  this  equivalent  has  been  paid  up  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  this  contract.  But  upon  these 
questions  I  do  not  propose  now  to  speak.  Both  have 
been  so  clearly  explained  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  made  the  report,  and  by  others  in  tliis  debate,  that 
if  I  made  the  attempt,  I  could  not  hope  to  shed  upon 
the  n  any  additional  light.  I  could  but  repeat  what  they 
have  stated,  and  I  fear  I  should  but  weaken  what  I  re- 
peated. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  he  was  no  lawyer,  and  did  not 
understand  the  nature  of  contracts.  But  he  gathered 
from  what  had  been  said,  that  if  afiy  original  contract  was 
changed  by  the  consent  of  the  parties,  it  waa  sttll  bind- 
ing. It  appears  that  a  majority^  of  the  officers  did  ac- 
cept the  terms  of  the  commutation,  and  that  majority,  in 
his  opinion,  swept  away  the  original  contract.  And  he 
looked  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  certifi- 
cates as  a  proof  positive  of  their  acquiescence  in  the 
terms  proposed.— -Otherwise,  said  Mr.  C,  I  consider  it 
binding  on  the  claimants  to  show  evidence  that  they  did 
not  vote  for  the  commutation  law.  If  that  coold  be 
shewn,  the  case  would  have  been  made  oi\t. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland.  I  remarked  on  a  former  oc- 
cauon  that  the  Southern  lines  never  did  vote.  General 
Green  never  propounded  the  question  to  the  officers  un- 
der him — and  when  they  returned  home  they  were  forced 
to  accept  the  certificates. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed,  that  there  never  was  any 
proof  of  the  acceptance  of  the  law  by  the  officers,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury'. But,  was  it  not  evident  that  those  who  did  not 
vote  for  the  bill  were  those  who  were  under  thirty  years 
of  age  f  They  were  those  alone  who  were  to  be  injured 
by  it.  Besides  it  is  well  known  that  the  senior  officers 
had  allowed  the  younger  officers  to  go  home  on  furlough, 
consecj^uently  they  were  not  present  when  the  vote  was 
taken  m  their  respective  lines. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  that  the  Committee  had  been 
placed  in  a  very  delicate  position,  as  they  were  probably 
restrained  by  motives  of  expediency  from  proposing  all 
that  their  feelings  and  wishes  would  have  led  them  to  re* 
commend.  Mr.  H.  felt  this  difficulty  himself,  and  thought 
it  necessary  to  explain  his  reasons  for  opposing  the  in- 
troduction of  the  claims  of  the  soldiers  into  this  bill. 
He  hardly  knew  how  to  oppose  a-measure,  of  the  princi- 
ple of  which  he  was  in  favor.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  said  that  he  did  not  censure  these 
applicants ;  -but  certainly  he  has  questioned  their  right 
and  their  motives.  But  said  Mr.  H.,  the  author  of  this 
plan  was  the  Commander  in-Chief  himself  ;^one  of  whose 


presented  to  him  was  this — ^here,  take  these  commtita-  ]  letters  I  read  yesterday,  in  which  he  reiterated  again  and 


tion  notes,  or  take  nothing — ^yes,  or  take  nothing.  That 
this  was  the  alternative  is  evident  j  first,  because  Con- 
gress supposed,  and  acted  upon  the  idea,  that  these  offi- 
cers had  agreed  to  accept  the  commutation  in  lieu  of  the 
half  pay  ;  and  were  to  be  held  precluded.  Then  incon- 
sequence of  this  supposition,  because  Congrcra  had 
made  and  contemplated  making  no  provision,  either  im- 
mediate or  prospective,  for  satisfying  these  life  annuities, 
in  case  the  commutation  notes  should  be  refused,  by 
these  officers,  or  by  any  of  them.  The  alternative  pre- 
sented, then,  unquestionably  was  this— either  take  tliese 
notes,  or  take  nothing.  And  surely  an  acceptance  thus 
constrained,  thus  compelled,  was  not,  and  could  not)  be 
called  voluntary.  A  constrained  acceptance  a  voluntary 
acceptance  !  Why,  it  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  Tou 
might  as  well  say  that  a  release  of  a  private  debt  for  half 
its  amount,  was  a  volunt-uy  release,  and  a  binding  dis- 
charge. No  :  a^  in  that  <Sase,  the  debt  would  still  be^a 
subsisting  debt,  at  least  for  the  unsatisfied  balance  ;  so 
thia  obligation  is  still  a  subsisting  obligation,  unless  the 


again  the  promise  of  Congress  to  the  officers  of  half  pay 
for  life — and  in  which  he  declares  that  it  is  not  only  right 
and  just  but  the  only  means  of  keeping  the  army  together. 
He  would  now  read  another  passage  of  the  same  letter. 
[Mr.  H.  then  read  a  passage  of  the  letter  of  General 
Washington,  in  which  he  urged  the  measure,  nut  on  the 
ground  of  the  necessities  of  the  officers,  but  on  the  single 
grounds  of  economy  and  public  benefit.]  That  this  had 
been  the  opinion  of  General  Washington  after  the  war, 
there  was  abundant  evidence. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  regretted  that  the  gentleman*  from 
South  Carolina  had  contrasted  the  claims  of  the  regulars 
and  tlie  militia.  Their  merits  and  services  could  stand 
by  the  side  of  ^ach  other  safely.  He  agreed  that  tlie 
claim  of  tlie  militia  was  a  valid  one,  and  it  was  not  his 
fault,  if  it  was  not  acknowled^d.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  mistaken  m  many  of  the  facts  which 
he  had  stated ;  and  Mr.  11.  would  endeavour  to  correct 
them.  The  battle  of  the  Cowpens  was  gained  by  regu- 
lar troops.    General  I^ickens  was  the  commander  of  the 
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reg^Iars»  and  f^e  acted  in  this  case»  as  in  all  others,  with 
tlie  utmost  bra\'eiy  and  intelligence.  Indeed,  Mr.  H.  was 
of  opinion  that  his  share  of  the  glory  had  never  been 
awarded  to  him.  He  did  not  occupy  the  highest  posi- 
tion, but  he  was  always  to  he  found  at  the  post  of  dangler. 
The  militia  at  the  Cowpens  did  all  that  was  required  of 
tliem  ;  but  distinguished  themselves  in  no  particular  man- 
ner. [Mr.  H«  here  read  an  account  of  the  particulars  of 
the  battle.]  He  had  heard  a  venerable  officer  doubt  if 
ever  a  batUe  was  fought  before,  in  wJiich  the  bayonets 
of  the  two  parties  were  crossed ;  but  that  here  it  was  the 
case,  and  the  firitish  wei>e  driven.  The  retreat  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  alluded,  was 
oaused  by  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  re- 
gular army.  And  that  retreat  had  placed  on  high  the 
name  of  Col.  Otbo  A.  Williams,  who  conducted  it  in  a 
most  masterly^  manner. 

Mr.  H.  had  never  heard  his  friend  from  South  Caroli- 
na, with  so  nnuch  dissatisfaction  as  on  this  subject.  [He 
here  made  some  allusions  to  the  actions  faught  during 
that  campaign,  in  rdply  to  Mr.  6.,  but  the  reporter  has  it 
not  in  his  power  to  give  the  detail.]  He  would  make  one 
remark  more  in  relation  to  the  idea  that  the  commutation 
being  accepted,  no  further  chum  existed.  They  had  no 
alternative.  The  government  had  no  money  to  give 
them,  and  they  were  induced  to  take  the  terms  oifcred. 
But  had  they,  seeing  that  they  were  not  paid  an  equiva- 
lent, taken  the  necessary  means,  the  government  would 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  a  much  larger  amount.  For 
instance,  they  might  have  sold  their  claims  to  half-pay^ 
instead  of  the  commutation  certificate.  It  could  not  be 
supposed  that  at  a  time  when  the  half  pay  was  first  offered 
them,  they  anticipated  being  forced  to  accept  a  less  valua- 
ble  consideration,  when  it  is  recollected  that  to  this  pro- 
mise General  Washington  attributed  the  renovation  of  the 
army.  In  every  point  o(  view  the  army  deserved  the 
appellation  bestowed  upon  it  by  him,  of  the  patriot  army  j 
and  Mr.  H.  felt  remt  that  the  appeal  of  these  officers 
should  have  caused  so  much  discussion,  and  had  met  with 
so  much  opposition.  He  felt  deeply  interested  in  this 
bill,  and  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  correct  the  errors 
of  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  because,  in  one  of  the 
affairs  to  which  he  had  alluded,  a  friend  of  Mr.  H.'s  took 
a  part,  to  whom  he  owed  more  than  to  any  other  person. 
But  besides,  he  felt  interested  in  preserving  inviolate  the 
feme  of  the  heroes  of  the  revolution,  to  whom  he  owed, 
in  common  with  all,  the  gifl  of  freedom,  to  which  perhaps 
Ire  might  add,  that  his  dearest  friend  died  upon  the  field 
in  those  days  of  glorious  peril. 

Mr.  BEURItlN  said  that  he  was  desirous  of  stating  his 
views  on  this  bill ;  but  the  day  was  now  too  far  advanced 
to  justify  him  in  troubling  the  Senate  with  further  debate 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

WEDicssniT,  jAiruimr  30,  1828. 
JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KANE,  the  bill  for  regulating-proeess 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  States  admitted  into 
the  Union  since  ir89,  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr  White  to 
insert  after  the  word  "  now  "  Uie  words,  "  may  be" — 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  some  discussion  had  already  oc« 
curred  on  the  amendment  offered  by  him,  and  as  provi- 
mons  were  absolutely  necessary  in  some  of  the  districts, 
rather  than  embarrass  its  passage,  he  would  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  ROWAN  then  rose,  and  in  support  of  an  amendment 
proposed  by  him,  thtf  effect  of  which  was  to  take  away 
the  power  of  the  Federal  courts,  to  supervise  and  modify 
the  process  laws  ])assed  by  the  State  legislatures,  express- 
ed himself  at  coniiderable  len^h,  alluding  more  particu' 
larly  to  abuses  that  had  arisen  in  the  State  of  Kentuckv. 
Ht  observed  that  the  judges  ought  to  b«  mada  t«  pub 


lisl)  their  rules,  for  in  his  State  the  people  had  only  learn- 
ed the  nature  of  the  rules  of  Court,  by  their  operation^ 
and  wh<;n  feeling  their  effect  in  the  progress  of  their  suits. 
He  protested  against  the  right  of  judges  to  alter,  to  an- 
nul, or  to  make  laws,  and  desired  to  confine  the  Judicia* 
ry  within  its  own  proper  orbit,  lie  thought  Congrest 
was  not  wandering  from  its  proper  sphere,  in  passing 
laws  which  were  not  to  be  altered  at  the  discretion  of 
judges.  It  mifi^t  be  proper  for  courts  to  regulate  and 
modify  the  mere  forms ;  but  this,  prerogative  ought  to  be 
much  guarded  ;  for  tlicre  never  was  a  power  delegated* 
which  was  not  carried  to  its  full  extent  by  those  in  whose 
hands  it  was  pkced.  It  was  difficult  to  get  back  power 
when  once  gr»ven ;  and  here  a  transfer  of  power  was  con- 
templated which  might  be  carried  to  a  dangerous  length, 
as  it  was  in  the  nature  of  such  grants  to  steal  on  gradual- 
ly in  an  imperceptible  manner,  and  in  the  end  to  defy  all 
redress  or  retrenchment.  If  it  was  necessaiy.  a  law  to  re- 
g^late  rules  of  court  ought  to  be  passed  by  Congress. 
This  House  was  the  laboratory  in  wnich  laws  were  to  be 
made.  And  if  Congress  did  not  choose  to  make  these 
laws,  let  those  of  the  States  be  adopted,  which  could  ea- 
sily be  done,  and  would  suit  the  desires  of  all.  He  be- 
lieved the  people  were  the  best  iudgcs  of  their  own  in- 
terest, and  of  what  would  conduce  to  their  happiness  { 
and  the  happiness  of  the  people  was  always  the  prime  ob- 
ject of  all  governments.  They  certainly  understood  bet- 
ter what  suited  their  condition  than  any  central  legisla* 
tive  power  could  do.  The  people  in  Kentucky  were 
sore  on  this  subject.  They  had  long  protested  against 
the  wrongs  they  had  suffered  ;  but  being  a  single  State, 
those  eviU  were  scarcely  heard.  It  would  be  different, 
Mr.  Rowan  argued,  when  any  number  of  the  States  were 
sin>ilarly  aggrieved  at  the  same  time.  Their  remon- 
strances would  then  be  heard,  and  heard  effectually. 
What  was  the  objection  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ?  Were  the  codes  of  the 
States  too  vulgar  for  the  sublimated  comprehensions  of 
the  Federal  Courts.  He  could  not  conceive  of  such  a 
distinction,  for,  although  we  had  two  separate  govern- 
ments, we  had  as  yet  but  one  people,  and  what  the  laws 
of  one  could  effect,  could  be  done  by  the  laws  of  the 
other.  It  was  a  scandal  that  the  States  were  not  placed 
on  a  footing  in  law  with  an  honorable  gentleman.  The 
confidence  placed  in  them  was  not  equal  to  that  placed 
in  an  individual  of  good  moral  character ;  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  States  were  capable  of  partial  conduct  in- 
volving a  degree  of  moral  obliquity  of  which  an  honest 
man  would  scorn  tx>  be  guilty.  If  the  Statea  could  be 
depended  on  ;  if  they  could  be  trusted  to  enact  process 
acts  for  their  own  people,  why  should  not  the  Federal 
Courts  be  directed  by  them  ?  Why  should  not  the  intel- 
lect which  regulated  the  process  of  the  State  Courts  be 
applied  also  to  the  regulation  of  the  Federal  Courts  ? 
There  was  generally  as  much  gravity  and  industry  in  the 
legislatures  of  the  States  as  in.  Congress,  at  least  for  the 
purposes  to  which  their  endeavors  were  directed.  He 
hoped  the  veto  of  the  House  might  be  put  upon  this  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  believe  that  the  framers  of  the  act  of 
1789,  intended  that  the  Federal  Courts  s^iould  have  su- 
preme controiil  over  .process  in  the  States  from  its  incip- 
iency  to  its  details.  On  these  grounds  he  had  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  KANE  said  that  he  had  hoped  that  this  question 
would  have  been  settled  before  the  hour  had  arrived  for 
the  consideration  of  special  orders.  The  measure  was  so 
essential  to  several  of  the  new  States  timt  he  was  very  de- 
sirous that  it  should  now  be  disposed  of.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of 
the  bill  which  subjects  th?  laws  of  process  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  Federal  CTourts.  He  (Mr.  K.)  thought  the 
words  ought  to  be  retained.  The  gentleman  had  allud^ 
ed  to  the  dlfficidties  which  had  arisen  in  Kentucky.    But 
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he  conBidered  that  those  difficulties  arose  from  the  fact 
that.no  such  hill  as  this  had  been  in  existence.  He 
thought  it  an  error  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that 
he  wished  to  apply  the  circumstances  of  former  years  to 
the  present  condition  of  things.  What  was  the  object  of 
this  bill }  It  wasjto  make  the  process  of  the  Federal 
Courts  the  same  as  those  of  the  States.  l*his  was  the 
genera]  proposition.  It  did  not  give  the  judges  power 
to  make  or  alter  process  laws  \  but  only  the  power  of  mo- 
difying  them  so  as  to  make  them  consistent,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  forms.  He  doubted  whether  any  Judge  since 
the  act  of  1789,  had  undertaken  to  alter  process  laWs  of 
the  States  further  than  related  to  the  forms.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  now  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks  in 
support  oi  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rowan.  He  considered  that 
any  nieasure  which  should  directly  or  indirectly  sustain 
the  power  of  the  judges  of  the  Federal  Courts,  as  now 
exercised  in  Kentucky,  operated  effectually  to  sanction 
the  principle  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  which  caused 
the  separation  of  this  covmtry  from  Great  Britain.  For 
himself,  so  help  him  God  !  he  never  would  3ieldto^udge 
or  jury,  acting  under  illegal  forms,  his  constitutional  rights. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  VAN  BtJREN,  who  said  that  the  question  ought 
now  to  be  disposed  of.  Six  States  were  now  waiting  the 
result  of  the  legislation  on  this  subject.  This  was  the  se- 
cond year  which  this  subject  had  been  before  Congress, 
and  he  was  stvy  desirous  that  its  decision  should  be  no 
longer  delayed ;  and  it  was  quite  certain  that  the  bill 
could  be  disposed  of  at  once. 

Mr.  V.  B.  then  made  some  remarks  in  a  very  low  voice, 
the  whole  of  which  were  not  heard  by  the  reporter.  He 
was  understood  to  express  regret  at  being  forced  into 
collision  with  (he  opinions  of  a  gentleman  for  whom  he 
had  the  highest  estimation.  The  motion  oiFercd  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  had  proposed  to  give  the 
legishiturcs  of  the  States  the  power  of  prescribing  rules, 
•till  preserving  the  supervision  of  the  Federal  Courts. 
That  proposition  had  been  withdrawn,  leaving  the  bill  as 
'  it  originally  stood,  proposing  to  put  the  new  States  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  older  branches  of  the  Union. 
Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  I  sincerely  regret  that  an  at- 
tempt should  have  been  made  to  change  the  system  by  a 
new  praposition,  the  operation  of  which  will  be  to  place 
the  new  States  on  an  entirely  different  footing.  And  I 
shall  oppose  such  a  measure  with  as  much  zeal  as  is 
shewn  by  the  gentleman  from  ^tentucky,  in  its  advocacy. 
I  have  heretofore  spoken  of  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  those  who  first  regulated  the  judiciarj^of  the  country. 
They  were  obliged  to  observe  the  various  powers  of  the 
States — and  they  had  therefore  to  avoid  any  measure 
which  should  change  or  infringe  the  then  existing  laws  of 
each  member  of  the  Union.  They  could  not  do  away 
the  State  laws,  and  it  would  be  recollected  4hat  n>any  of 
the  then  existing  laws  thritw  important  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  Federal  Courts  growing  out  of  the  English 
laws  from  which  tlicy  had  been  adopted.  They  there- 
fore  took  the  laws  of  the  States  as  they  found  them,  and 
upon  that  multifarious  basis,  built  up  the  Fedei-al  judi- 
ciary of  the  country.  In  one,  two,  or  perhaps  three  in- 
stances only,  had  any  difficulty  occurred  between  the 
State  powers  and  the  Federal  Courts.  lii  Kentucky  the 
ferment  that  at  one  time  existed,  had  happily  been  quiet- 
ed. The  only  difficulty  in  that  State  had  been  that  the 
rules  of  court  originated  with  the  Federal  Court,  instead 
of  emanating,  as  they  should  have  done,  from  the  State  le- 
gislat\ire,  subject  to  the  supervision,  of  the  Federal 
Judges.  But,  said  Mr.  V-  B.,' J  think  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  is  in  the  wrong  It  appears  to  me  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  th«  State  legislature  to  have  adopted  rules  v 
and  if  tliay  did  not  establish  tham,  it  was  their  own  fault, 

•     r        '■ 


The  Courts,  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  finding 
none,  were  forced  to  make  rules  to  govern  their  process. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  adopted  a  mistaken 
idea  in  supposing  that  legislation  could  be  exercised  in 
matters  pointed  out  by  the  constitution  as  coining  pecu- 
liarly under  the  province  of  the  Supreme  Court.  That 
Court  adopted  the  State  laws  as  far  as  was  practicable  ; 
and  they  could  go  no  fartlier. 

It  was  admitted,  that  in  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Courts,  the  best  system  that  the  nature  of  things  would 
allow,  had  been  adopted ;  they  coidd  not  have  framed  a 
better  plan,  it  could  not  be  done  now.  He  was  very 
desirous  that  the  bill  should  pass  as  it  came  from  the 
committee;  as  he  thought  no  State -had  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  law  as  it  now'stands. 

Mr.  ROWAN  would  detain  the  Senate  but  a  few  mo- 
ments,  He  did  not  agree  with  his  friend  from- New  Yorlr, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  the  present  systen),  or 
in  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  that  could  be  framed. 
That  gentleman  argues  that  there  is  a  necessity  operating, 
which  in  certain  cases  may  involve  the  laws  of  a  sovereign 
State.  Has  that  necessity  existed  for  half  a  century  ?  Is  it 
from  that  cause  that  the  gentleman  argues  that,  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  we  are  forced  to  cherish  a  germ  of  poi- 
son within  the  bosom  of  the  country  ?  if  discretion  miist 
be  given,  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  safer  in  the  hands  of  the 
million  and  a  half  of  freemen  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
than  intrusted  to  the  judges  of  the  Federal  Courts  ?  If 
this  matter  must  be  trusted  to  somebody,  is  it  not  bet- 
ter to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  tlic  people  themselves,  than 
in  the  discretionary  power  of  two  or  three  individuals,  who 
may  be  strangers  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people 
of  the  State  r 

The  laws  were  not  made  to  be  unalterable  ;  they  were 
not  framed  never  to  be  revoked.  And  now,  when  an 
opportunity  offere  to  change  what  has  produced  such  evil 
consequences,  it  is  put  off  until  a  more  convenient  time. 
Agrippa-like,  gentlemen  looked  forward  to  the  more 
convenient  season  to  take  hold  of  this  all  important  sub» 
ject.  I  ask  again,  said  Mr.  R.|  if  it  is  not  more  safe  for 
the  judges  to  agree  to  the  views  of  the'  people  of  the 
State  in  which  they  preside,  than  by  any  arbitrary  laws 
framed  by  themselves,  to  destroy  public  confidence.  And 
injure  local  interests.  Will  you  trust  the  confiuent  in- 
tellect of  a  million  of  citizens  or  the  isolated  opinions  of 
two  individuHls  ?  The  latter  has  already  given  rise  to 
contests  of  the  most  serious  nature  \  and  I  say,  if  you 
have  not  time  to  frame  a  code  to  embrace  all  points,  I  am 
for  adopting  the  codes  of  the  States.  For,  although  we 
are  but  one  people,  we  have  two  governments,  and  the 
local  laws  of  this  people  ought  not  to  be  neglected  To 
the  general  government  they  are  hegc  subjects,  without 
thereby  losing  sight  of  what  is  due  to  State  rights.  They 
fight  your  battles;  they  contribute  to  your  wealth,  yet 
they  will  not  yifeld  their  rights  to  the  general  govern- 
ment You  may  s.end  out  your  viceroys  to  make  laws  ; 
but  a  perfect  code  will  never  be  framed,  until  the  rules 
of  court  be  made  to  rest  upon  the  concentrated  discre- 
tion of  tiie  States  themselves.  And  he  did  not  fear  to  say, 
that  there  was  as  much  virtue  and  integrity  in  the  State 
legislatures  as  in  the  general  government. 

Feeling  the  kiT»dhess  and  courtesy  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  and  fully  reciprocating  the  respect  and 
esteem  which  that  gentleman  had  expressed  toward  him, 
Mr.  R.  regretted  that  they  should  differ  so  widely.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  would  excuse  him  for  delaying* 
the  present  consideration  of  the  bill,  by  moving  to  lay.  it 
OD  the  table,  in  order  to  give  time  for  its  full  investiga- 
tion. He  would  barely  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  his 
object  was  not  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from_  Tennessee  [Mr.  Wuitb]  but  was  enlarged  so  as 
to  embrace  all  of  the  States. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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collective  merits  of  those  who  performed  it.  For  all  the 
purposes  of  this  inqui.y,  that  question  is  re»  jwUcatu, 
It  has  passed  into  judgment  by  the  decision  of  our  prc- 
dacessoiSy  in  the  Congress  of  1780,  and  1783.  The  claim 
is  of  record,  and  the  single  question  for  our  determina- 
tion,  is,  whether  it  has  been  discharged. 

While,  however,  in  order  to  exclude  from  this  inquiry 
every  consideration  which  does  not  legitimately  belong 
to  it,  1  abstain  from  speaking  of  the  character  of  the  ser- 
vice, which  it  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to  compensate, 
with  any  view  to  invoke  j^our  gratitude  in  aid  of  your  jus- 
tice, I  cannot  listen  in  silence  to  observations,  of  which 
the  tendency,  however  unintentional,  is  to  diminish  the 
just  estimate  of  its  value.  1  present  this  as  a  claim  of 
right,  resting  in  contract,  and  having  the  cliaracter  of  an 
express  conventional  obligation.  But,  if  gentlemen  will 
look  behind  that  contract,  to  the  consideration  on  which 
it  is  founded,  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  an  unfavora- 
bje  -comparison  between  these  memorialists,  and  those  of 
then*  companions  in  arms,  although  I  cannot  be  tempted 
to  say  autht  which  may  detract  from  the  merits  (A'  the 
latter,  it  is  my  riglit,  it  is  my  duty,  to  defend  those  who 
have  defended  us;  to  rescue  from  all  unfriendly  judg- 
ment, the  liard  earned  reputation  of  those  gallant  men, 
who  breasted  the  storm  in  the  perilous  struggle  of  our 
Revolutionary  conflict.  If  I  could  shrink  from  the  per- 
foniance  of  such  a  duty,  I  should  be  faithless  to  the  best 
those  illustrious  men,  by  wliose  exertions,  under  Provi- '  and  purest  feelings  of  my  heart.  That  eye  is  forever 
dcncc,  this  great  Republic  was  ushered  ipto  existence,  I '  dimmed,  whose  living,  indignant  gaze,  I  could  not  brook, 


SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Tbc  bill  for  tlie  relief  ot  certain  sun'iving  Officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army  was  then  aggin  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration.    In  support  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  BBRRIBN  addressed  the  Senate  \i  follows  :  I 
have,  said  he,  hitherto  abstained  from  taking  any.  part  in 
this  debate.  Having  satisfied  myself  that  the  memorial- 
ists have  a  claim  on  the  justice  of  this  Government, 
founded  on  the  most  rigorous  legal  principles  that  can 
be  invoked  for  the' decision  of  questions  of  private  right, 
sustained  and  enforced,,  if  such  support  were  necessary ,> 
by 'that  high  and  ennobling  feeling  of  gratitude  for  meri- 
torious service,  which  ought  to  distinguish  us  as  a  nation, 
and  tvhich,  as  individuals,  we  should  be  proud  to  cherish  : 
having  listened  to  the  very  lucid  and  impressive  exposi- 
tion of  the  subject,  which  has  been  given  by  the.  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  I  have  not  heretofore,  permitted 
myself  to  believe,  that  this  measure  was  fated  to  encoun- 
ter the  opposition  by  which.it  has  been  recently  assailed< 
Even  now,  whep  uivier  the  influence  of  fcelines  thus 
called  into  exercise,  and  yielding  to  the  wislies  of  my  as- 
sociates, 1  present  myself  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  1 
entreat  gentlemen  to  believe,  that  it  is  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  that  I  am  in- 
duced to  make  even  this  brief  trespass  On  their  time. 

I  owe  it  to  mpelf  to  make  one  preliminary  remark . 
Educated  in  feehngs  of  deep  and  habitual  reverence  for 


have  nevertheless  silciiced  their  suggestions,  in  the  deci- 
sion of  this  question.  I  came  to  its  consideration  with  a 
perfect  and  unchangeable  conviction,  that,  to  entitle 
these  memorialists  to  the  allowance  of  thoir  claim,  it  was 
necessary  to  do  something  more  than  merely  make  out  a 
case,  whidh  should  appeal  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Ameri- 
can People,  however  meritorious  and  brilliant  the  servi- 
ces on  which  that  appeal  was  founded.  The  claim  was 
upon  the  Public  Treasury  of  that  People,  prefen-cd  to 
'  agents  of  limited  authority,  who  must  allow  or  reject  it, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  functions,  not  un- 
der the  influence  of  individual  feeling.  I  presume  not 
to  question  the  moJ:ives  of  any  Senator,  who  may  differ 
from  me,  when  I  say,  that  we  are  not  the  almoners  of  the 
American  People,  the  dispensers  of  their  charity,  but 
agents,  with  limited  powers,  entrusted  with  the  control 
of  the  public  purse,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  applying  it 
to  the  current  exigencies  of  the  Government,  m  tbc  ad- 
vancement of  great  principles  of  public  policy  connect- 
ed with  the  exercise  of  powers  substantively  c<mferred 
upon  us,  and  in  the  discharge  of  individual  claims  aris- 
ing* from  our  own,  or  the  engagements  of  our  predeces^ 
sors.  X  am  y^ry  well  aware,  that  this  limited  construc- 
tion of  our  powers  will  oflen  be  productive  of  embar 


if  I  were  thus  recreant  from  the  claims  of  nature  and 
affection. 

Sir,  is  it  at  tliis  day  a  qticstion,  whether  those  gallant 
men,  whom  Washington  so  often  led  to  victory  and  re- 
nown, with  whom  he  so  oflen  shared  privations  and  suf- 
ferings, infinitely  more  trying  to  the  spirit  of  the  soldier, 
than  danger  in  its  most  appalling  form  j  is  it  at  this  dajr,  ji 
question,  whether  they  have  or  have  not  deserved  all  that 
-a  grateful  country  can  bestow  >  Fifly  years  have  roHcd 
on  amid  the  annual  recitals  of  their  achievements,  while 
\hey  themselves  have,  for  the  most  part,  passed  away, 
leaving  to  us  the  rich  legac)'  of  their  heroic  deeds.  Sir, 
the  reputation  of  the  Revolutionary  patriot  is  the  moral 
treasure  of  the  nation.  In  ages  yet  to  come,  it  will  con- 
stitute 'that  nation's  strength. 

I  repeat  the  declaration,  I  do  not  found  the  claim  which 
I,  am  now  advocating  before  you,  on  tlie  colisideration 
that  it  was  dearly,  nobly  won.  1  do  not  assume  for  these 
memorialists  any  pre-eminence  of  merit  ovcrtheir  compa- 
nions in  arms,  or  their  .fellow-laborers  in  the  councils  of 
that  dark  and  trying  hour,  I  can  turn  with  an  enthusi- 
asm as  glowing  as  that  of  my  respected  friend  on  my  left, 
to  the  brilliant  scenes  of  Bunker's  Hill,  of  Bennington* 
and  of  King*8  Mountain  {  to  those  illustrious  men,  who  led 


rassmdnt ;  that  many  cases  will  arise,  in  which  my  feelings  our  militia  to  victoty  in  many  a  stormy  fight;  ay,  and  to 
will  strongly  Ujrge  a  more  extended  interpretation.  In  I  the  militia  themselves,  whose  ii)dividua]  valor  has  oflen 
my  view,  however,  it  is  forbidden,  by  considerations  j  snatdied victory  form  the  disciplined  phalanx  which  op- 
higher  even  than  charity,  by  considerations  of  fealty  to  '  posed  them.  lean  deplore  the  mutability  of  fortune,  which 
the  Constitution,  which  we  hav^  sworn  to  presene.  the  victor  of  Burgoyne  was  destined  to  experiencc'on  the 

If  1  err,  then,  on  this  occasion,  it  ia  from  my  incapacity  j  plains  of  Camden.    But,  I  am  a  Southern  man ;  and  need  I 
to  estimate  a  claim  of  mere  right,  to  determine  an  onli- 1  remind  him  that  some  of  the  most  brilHant  scenes  of  our 


nary  question  of  meum  and  iuum,  on  the  principles  of  j  Revohitionary  strife  were  exhibited  in  ti»e  campaign  of 
Ihavcdevoted  (negligently,  if  you  [  the  Carolinns,  under  thcauspices  of  Green,  emphatjcal- 


that  science,  to  which  1 1 


lips  ?  The  proudest  privilege  whicl)  that  profession  had  j  Wayne,  and  I^ee*  and  Howard,  and  Williams,  and  Morgan, 
ever  accorded  to  me,  is  that  which  I  tliis  day  enjoy,  of  j  and  Moultrie,  and  a  host  of  oilier  worthii-s  of  tlie  regular 
vindicating,  on  this  floor,  under  the  clearest  convictions  of  army,  were  foremost  in  the  struggle  of  Southern  strife, 
my  judgment,  the. claim  of  these  ^Hant  veterans  upon  But,  why  this  unprofitable  comparison,  between  the 
the  justice  of  the  country.  ^  i  merits  of  the  regular  army  and  the  militia,  in  the  war  of 

In  the  formation  of  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  I  have  |  the  Revolution  ?     Why  disturb  the  repose  of  the  tomb 
excluded  every  considei-ation  of  the  chacacler  of  the  ser- j  or  mantle  the  cheek  of  the  survivors  with  the  glow  of 
vice  on  which  this  claim  is  founded,  of  the  individual  or  i  honest  indignation  >    The  reputation  of  both  is  the  com- 
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mon  property  of  the  country.  Is  it  our  Interest  to  dimin- 
ish either  ?  The  effort  would  be  as  gratuitous  as  it  would 
be  unwelcome  and  unjust.  I  will  proceed  to  state,  as 
briefly  as  I  may,  the  lejjal  view  which  I  have  of  this  claim. 

In  May,  1778,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  promising  to 
give  seven  years'  half-pay  to  officers,  who  were  then  in  the 
army,  ami  should  so  continue  until  the  end  of  the  war.  In 
October,  1780,  they  resolved  that  all  officers,  who  should 
continue  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  should  be 
entitled  to  half-pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  the  reduction. 

Here,  for  a  moment,  let  us  pause.  The  present  me- 
morialists were  embraced  in  these  resolutions.  They  were 
officers  of  the  American  army,  and  served  with  fidelity 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  With  them,  these  resolutions, 
that  of  1780,  particularly,  constitute  a  contract,  a  promise 
that  they  should  receive  half  their  regular  pay,  during 
their  lives,  on  the  performance  by  them  of  the  stipulated 
condition.  That  condition  they  have  performed,  and  the 
contract  has  become  absolute  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  single  question  for  our  inquiry  is,  Has  it  been 
fulfilled  }  Unless  this  can  be  affirmecC  its  obligation  re- 
mains^ however  succcsjfully'you  may  resist  its  enforce- 
ment, by  applying  the  statute  of  limitations  as  a  bar  to  the 
remedy,  or  by  the  exercise,  for  any  other  cause,  of  your 
power  to  refuse  this  application. 

Has  this  contract  been  fulfilled  ?  How— in  what  man- 
ner has  it  been  fulfilled  ?  In  March,  1783,  Congress  re- 
solved tbat  these  officers  should  be  entitled  to  receive  five 
years*  full  paj',  in  money  or  securities,  at  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  as  Congress  diould  find  most  convenient,  instead 
of  the  half-pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolution  of  Oc 
tober,  1780,  under  certain  provisions  to  which  I  will  here- 
after advert  more  particularly.  The  confederated  Govern- 
ment was  then  without  fund's,  and  without  the  means  of 
raising  them  otherwise  than  by  the  coirtributions  of  the 
States.  Nevertheless,  the  certificates  were  issued  to  the 
oMcers,  in  1784,  for  the  amount  of  tliis  commutation  and 
their  arrears  of  pay,  and  as  well  in  that  year  as  in  1783, 
Congress  resolved  that  requisitions  should  be  made  on 
the  several  Stitcs,  to  provide  funds  for  the  discharge  of 
the  demands  of  the  army.  But,  these  requfsitions  were 
not  complied  With  by  the  States.  The  inevitable  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  certificates  fell  to  about  one-tenth  of 
their  nominal  value,  and  at  this  depreciated  rate;  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  officers  compelled  them  fur  the  most  part, 
to  dispose  of  them.  Then  came  the  funding  act  of  1 790. 
The  arrears  of  interest  were  funded  at  three  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  six,  and  payment  of  one-third  of  the  principal 
was  deferred  for  ten  years,  without  interest. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  my  proposition  is,  (hat  the  ori- 
ginal contract  of  October,  1780,  is  still  subsisting  and  ob- 
ligatory upon  the  Government ;  that  payments  made  un- 
der the  resolution  of  1783  arc  applicable  to  it  as  credits^ 
but  cannot  be  pleaded  in  discharge. 

Those  who  deny  the  continued  subsisting  obligation  of 
this  contract,  nniHt  affirm  one  of  two  tilings.  Either  that 
the  resolution  of  1783  became  obligatory  Upon  these  me- 
morialists, by  their  acceptance  of  it,  as  a  sub.stitution  for 
tUe  contract  of  1780,  and  by  th.e  performance  on  that  part 
of  the  Government,  of  its  stipulations  ;  or  that  the  certifi- 
Oiles  issued  and  received  in  1784|  were,  of  themselves, 
and  independently  of  the  resolution  of  1783,  a  sufficient 
satisfaction  of  the  contmct  of  1780.  The  latter  grmmd 
has  not  been  taken  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill.  It  is  too 
obviously  indefensible  tabe  maintained.  U  will  suffice, 
therefore,  to  direct  our  attention  to  the  inquiry,  whether 
the  resolution  of  1783,  and  the  subsecjucnt  transactions 
between  the  parties,  arc  sufficient  to  discharge  the  con- 
tract which  it  created  ^ 

On  this  subject^  1  maintain  these  positions: 

1.  That  the  propositions  contained  in  the  resolution  of 
178J,  never  were  obligator)'  on  these  memorialists,  be- 


cause, after  the  period  limited  for  their  acceptance,  and 
within  which  time  it  is  not  pretended  that  they  were  ac- 
cepted, they  ceased  to  be  obligatory  on  the  Government, 
and  reciprocity  of  obligation  is  of  the  very  essence  of  such 
a  contract. 

2.  That  there  was  no  acceptance  of  these  propon- 
tiops  by  these  memorialists  at  any  time-rand 

3.  That  the  receipt  by  the  memorialists  of  the  certifi- 
cates  issued  in  1784,  cannot  be  pleaded  in  discharge  of 
tl\e  contract  of  1780. 

Let  us  look  very  briefly  at  this  subject  in  the  first  new. 
The  resolution  of  1783,  which  proposed  the  allowance  of 
five  years'  full  pay,  instead  of  the  half  pay  due  by  the 
original  contract,  expressly  subjected  it  to  tJiis  condition 
— that  the  election  of  the  officers  to  accept  it,  should,  in 
the  manner  specifiedin  the  resolution,  •♦  be  signified  to 
'•Congress  through  the  Commander  in  Chief,  from  the 
**  lines  under  his  immediate  command,  within  two  months, 
•*  and  through  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Southern 
*•  Army,  witliin  6  months  from  the  date  of  the  resolution." 
It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details  upon  this  point.  It 
suffices  to  sUte.  generally,  what  is,  on  all  handa^admitted, 
that  the  condition  attached  to  the  offer  contained  in  the 
resolution  of  1783,  was  not,  in  fiict,  performed  by  those 
to  whom  the  offer  was  made,  within  the  time  prescribed. 
At  the  exp'tfatkon  o^that  time,  if  ceased  to  be  obligatory 
Upon  Uie  Government.  The  contract  between  the  par- 
tics  was  in  precisely  the  same  condition  as  if  the  resolu- 
tion  of  1783  had  never  been  passed,  and  consequently  the 
contract  founded  on  the  resolution  of  1780  was  in  full 
force  and  operation.  An  inefl'ectual  attempt  had  been 
made  to  substitute  for  the  original  contract  one,  the 
terms  of  which  were  specified  in  the  resolution  of  1783 — 
but  the  failure  to  accept  those  terms  in  the  manner,  and 
within  the  timft  prescribed  in  the  offer,  necessarily  pre- 
vented its  consununation.  No  legal  obligation  coukl  at- 
Uch  to  the  party  making  the  offer,  because  of  the  failure 
of  the  party  to  whom  it  was  made  to  accept  it,  according 
to  the  specified  terms.  Each  ^  party  was  therefore  remit- 
ted to  his  rights  as  they  existed  anterior  to  this  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  tQ  raodiiy  them.  I  submit  to  my  profes- 
sional associates  xin  this  floor,  whether  this  would  not  be 
the  legal  effect  of  such  a  state  of  things  between  indivi- 
duals ;  and  to  ally  tlie  inquiry,  whether  this  Government 
can,  with  propriety,  absolve  itself  from  the  obligation  of 
those  principles,  which,  through  its  judicial  department, 
it  would  enforce  in  transactions  between  its  citiseos. 

I  maintain,  then,  that,  on  the  failure  to  accept  the  offer 
made  by  the  Goverument  in  1783,  on  the  terma«  and  with- 
m  the  time  prescribed,  the  resolution  containing  tbat  of- 
fer became  functut  officio  ;  that  the  orij^nal  contiact  be- 
tween the  parties  still  subsisted,  unaffected  by  this  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  agree  upon  a  substitute  ;  and  tbat  all 
subsequent  transactions  between  them,  in  the  absence  of 
express  individual  stipulation,  are  necessarily  refcrriblc  to 
this  as  the  only  subsisting  contract. 

I  have  said  tliat  there  was  no  acceptance  of  the  offer 
contained  in  the  resolution  of  1783,  witliin  the  time  pre- 
scribed for  its  acceptance,  and,  consequently,  that  it  was 
not  binding  upon  the  Government ;  and  if  not  biiufing 
upon  the  party  making  the  tender,  certainly  not  so  upon 
the  party  to  whom  the  tender  was  made,  since  reciprocity 
of  obligation  was  of  tlie  essence  of  such  a  contract.  I 
now  assert,  that  the  acceptance  of  this  offer  by 'those  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  witliin  the  time,  and  in  the  veiy 
terms  specified  in  the  resolution,  would  not  have  operat- 
ed as  a  legal  bar  to  the  claims  of  these  memorialists.  The 
contract  entered  into  by  the  United  States  with  the 
officers  of  the  Revolationary  Army,  the  terms  of  wKoh 
are  set  forth  in  the  resolution  of  October,  1780,  was  a  con- 
tract with  the  several  individuals  described  in  that  resolu- 
tion, which  gave  to  each  of  them  an  individual  right  to 
half  pay  during  life— rof  which  right  be  could  only  be  de- 
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privecl  by  bis  own  free  consentt  on  tlie  receipt  of  a  fair 
equivalent.  I  inquire  of  genUenieo  of  the  ftrofeision, 
if  this  proposition  can  be  denied  >  tf  the  indiTidual  rigbt 
4»f  an  officer  thus  acquired  b^  this  resolMtion,  could  have 
been  suneodered  by  the  conjoint  act  of  every  other  offi- 
cer in  the  American  Anoy,  withoiit  the  individual  assent 
of  that  officer.^  I  presume  no  one  will  assert  thia  as  a  pro^ 
potttion  capable  of  beio|^  maintained  on  legal  principles* 
It  might  aa.  well  be  affirmed,  that  the  release  by  a  m^ority 
of  the  officers  of  their  right  to  their  regular  and  current 
pay,  would  have  osersted  to  discharge  the  claims  to  such 
pay,  of  those  who  did  not  concur  in  their  lease.  But,  if  1 
am  ri^t  in  contending  that  the  contract  of  1780  could 
only  be  released  by  the  individual  assent  of  those  with 
whom  it  was  made,  then  I  maintain  that  the  resolution  of 
1783  was,  from  its  veiy  tstm^  incapable  of  becoming  obli- 
gatory upon  these  memorialiats.  It  was  not  addressed 
to  them.  They  could  not  become  parties  to  it  in  the  on- 
ly character-in  which  their  acceptance  of  it  could  have 
operated  to  dischaige  the  contract  of  1780.  It  was  ad« 
dressed  to  the  lines  and  corps  of  the  army.  If  it  had 
been  accepted  in  time,  and  in  conformity  to  its  own  pre- 
cise terms^  it  would  still  have  been  a  contvact  between 
the  Government  and  tho^^  officer**  of  the  armv  who  ac- 
cepted it— not  between  the  Gavcmment  and  the  indivi- 
duals  of.  which  that  army  was  oomposed--and  could  no 
more  have  affected  the  rights  of  those  individuals  than  it 
could  have  influenced  your  rights  or  mine.  Unless^  then, 
it  can  be  successftill^  Inserted  that  the.  act  of  a  majority  of 
tile  officers  of  any  line  of  the  army,  without  any  specific 
authority  from  the  individuals  comprising  that  line,  can 
operate  to  release  the  rights  of  those  individuals,  it  can- 
not be  pretended  that  the  acce|>tance' which  is  relied  up- 
on, even  if  it  had  been  made  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  resolution  of  1783,  could  have  operated  to  release 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Government  by  the  re- 
solution of  1780.  If  thia  could  be^  it  would  follow  that 
the.  right  of  an  individual,  resting  on  the  plighted  faith  of 
the  Government,  migbt  be  divested  Mrithout  his  consent. 
Who  is  prepared  to  affirm  this  proposition  ?  1  n  despotisms, 
sh*,  the  subject  reposes  on  the  word  of  Majesty<^and,  in 
general,  reposes  securely ;  because  the  honor  of  the 
Throne  is  the  interest  of  the  Throne.  In  Republics,  the 
free  citieen  places  his  reliance  on  the  principles  of  justice, 
which* empliatioally  belong  to  such  a  Government.  But 
if  it  can  substitute  its  own  will  for  tho  obligations  which 
it  has  assumed  to  the  individual,  and  coerce  that  individu- 
al by -the  aoU  of  those  to  whom  he  had  delegated  no  au- 
thority to  re^eeent  him,  tlie  difference  between  these 
Governments  is  but  in  name,  and  its  practical  operation 
ia  to  his  disadvantage. 

I  repeat,  then,  that,  up  to  the  issuing  of  the  certiflcatos 
in  1784)  theoriginal  contract,  created  by  the  resolution 
ef  October,  Y7u0^  remained  unimpaired  and  unclianged  f 
tiiat  neither  the  resolution  of  1783,  nor  the  agreement  by 
oeKain  lines  and  eorpe  of  the  army  to  accept  the  proposal 
it  contained!  coidd  operate- to.  divest  the  rights  of  these 
memorialists,  as  derived  from  that  original  contract. 
These  remained  unchanged  and  unchangeable,  except  by 
their  crwn  consent,  freely  given,  and  for  alhir  equivalent. 
We  may  refuse  their  allowance  t  but  it  must  be*-I  apealc 
it  with  great  Mspect^-by  a  perversion  oi  the  principles  of 
justice.  We  may  presume  the  acceptance*  by  these  me- 
morialists, of  the  oner  contained  in  the  resolution  of  1783, 
and  require  them  to  negative  the  presumption  (  but  it 
must  be — ^I  sp^ik  it  with  gfeat  respect^by  a  perversion 
of  the  niles  of  evidence.  Will  the  Government  of  the 
United  Ststes  avail  itself  of  its  power  to  do  this,  in  this  its 
own  peculiar  fonim  ?  And  against  whom  ?  Against  the 
war-worn  veterans  of  the  ftevoiution-**your  champions  in 
the  dnf  of  their  strength— suppliants,  before  you  now 
--Hiot  foe  eh^tfity,  but*  for  justice,  intbn  seasnn  of  tbcir 
povaMgr  anddeorapitute 
Yn*.  IV.— U 


We  have  thus  traced  this  inquiry  up  to  the  period  of 
the  issue  of  the  certificates  in  1734  <  and  now  this  quee- 
tion  presses  itself  upon  our  attention  :  Assuming  the  fact 
that  these  memorialists  were  among  those  who  accepted 
those  certificate^  did  uot  such  acceptance  operate  as  n 
ratification  of  the  proposal  contained  in  the  resolutioB  of 
178S,  and  a  release  of  the  contract  ot  1780  >  The  an- 
swer to  this,  inquiry  will  be  found  by  considering  tlies# 
questions  : 

Was  the  acceptance  voluntai^  ? 
Did  the  Government  pay  a  fiur  equivalent  ^ 
Were  these  certificates  received  on  account,  ow  in  Ibft 
satisfiictioR  ? 

No  one  will  pretend  that  the  constrained  and  involunta- 
fy  scceptsnce  of  that  which  was  not  a  fiur  equivalent  for 
the  stipulations  of  the  contract  of  1760,  could,  either  af 
law  or  in  equity,  be  considered  as  a  releue,  or  discharge^ 
or  satisfaction,  of  that  contract.     The  questions  recur. 
Let  us  look  to  the  situation  of  the  contracting  parties^  at 
the  moment  when  these  transactions  occurrea.  That  es- 
amination  will  prove  that  the  issue  of  the  certificates,  as 
well  as  their  acceptcnce,  were  alike  acts  of  necessity  on 
the  part  of  tlie  Government  and  the  officers.    At  the  mo« 
ment  bf  passing  the  resolution  of  1783,  promUing  the  half 
pay  for  life,  the  Confederated  Government,  exhausted  by- 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,   and  entirely  destitute  of 
funds,  and  of  the  means  of  commanding  them,  relied  up- 
on  bein^  enabled  to  comply  with  their  engagements,  by 
requisitions  upon  the  States.   These  requisitions  were  ae* 
cordingly  made,  and  urged  with  great  earnestness  in  the 
Summer  of  1783.   But  the  SUtes  themselves  were  not  in 
a  condition  to  meet  the  exigency.     They,  also,  were  in  • 
state  of  exhaustion.    It  is  difficult,  at  this  day,  to  realise 
the  extent  of  the  exertions,  the  sufferings,  snd  the  pri- 
vations  of  our  forefikthers,  in  the  dark  and  ttying  hour  of 
their  struggle  for  the  rif  ht  of  self-gf)vernroent,  which  we 
now  enjoy.     The  requisitions  were  not  complied  with. 
The  confederated  Government  found  itself  witliout  funds. 
It  became  necessary  to  disband  the  army.     The  officers 
had  claims  for  arrearages  of  pay,  and  the  stipulated  half 
pay  for  life  was  to  be  provided  for.     While  this  question 
was  pendinc[,  incendiary  letters,  clothed  in  language  tho 
most  persuasive  and  seducing,  h«d  been  circulated  in  the 
army.    .  The  officers  were  eloquently  urged,  by  every 
consideration  which  could  appeal  to  their  foelings  or  to 
their  interests,  never  to  lay  down  their  arms,  until  theh* 
demands  ijrere  complied  with.    It  was  an  hour  of  deep 
and  awakening  interest  {  but  the  patriotism  of  the  army 
was  equal  to  the  trial.    Their  conduct  was  duly  appreci* 
ated  by  the  Congress  of  1783.      It  was  no  longer  a 
question  whether  the  just  expectation)  of  such  men  ' 
should  be  satisfied  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  resources 
of  the  Confederation.    The  commutation  for  hatf  pay 
was  stipulsted. '  Requisitions  on  the  States  were  made 
and  urged  with  the  energy  which  befonged  to  the  oc. 
caston  (    and,   when  these  failed,    Congress    gave^t 
was  all  they  had  to  give— the  certificates  of  1784.     They 
were  not  given  in  luH  payment,  in  satisfaction,  of  the 
claima  of  the  officers,  in  discharge  of  the  obligi^ons  of 
the  Government     Thev  were  expressive  of  the  sense 
which  the  Government  had  of  the  services  of  the  amnr« 
an  acknowledgment  of  their  actual  inability  to  compen- 
sate them  as  they  had  stipulated  to  do.     The  very  terroa 
of  the  receipt  which  was  taken,  are  strongly  indicative  of 
this.    It  was  not  a  receipt  in  full,  a  clear  and  express  ac 
quiltel  ol  the  Government  of  all  demands  upon  it     No. 
It  was  a  sunple  acknowledgment,  in  each  case,  of  the 
mere  fact  of  the  receipt  of  the  certificate— clearly  imply, 
ing  that  the  question  of  final  compensation  was  open,  and 
Mibject  to  fliture  adjustment    It  could  not  have  been 
believed  by  Congress  that  these  certificate^,  not  resting 
on  any.  adequate  fundr  for  their  redemptbn,  could  be 
eeqiMcsad  i»ev«»a  legal- ooa^lis4iee  wftli  the  engsge* 
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mentB  of  the  resolutions  either  of  1780  or  1783.  They  !  I  propose  another  inquiry.  Senators  who  so  strongfly 
Were  aware  that  securities,  tlius  issued,  must  be  liable  to  1  and  feelingly  urge  the  claitus  of  these  other  classes,  are 
constant  and  excessive  depreciation.  These  views  of  the  |  of  course  satisfied  of  their  correctness.  Thcv  cannot  doubt 
Government  were  common  to  the  officers  ;  but  even  the  the  solvency  of  the  Govenmient,  or  the  willingness  of  the 
miserable  pittance  afforded  by  this  depreciatc<l  pa- :  American  People  to  discbarjge  all  just  claims  upon  them, 
per,  was  demanded  by  their  necessities,  and  they  re-  j  especially  those  contracted  in  the  war  of  Independence, 
ceived  them  with  a  simple  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  ,  Sir,  that  People  are  always  in  advance  of  us  in  those  ques- 
of  the  receipt,  confiding  in  the  justice  of  the  Government  j  tions  which  appeal  to  their  justice  or  tu  their  liberality. 
for  future  and  adecjuate  compensation.  I  do  not  trouble  |  Are  those  Senators  willing  to  provide  for  those  claims  ^ 
you  with  a  repetition  of  tjiose  calculations  which  prove  {  Will  they  support  the  present  bill,  wKh  an  amendment 
the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  losses  thus  sustained  by  ;  which  shall  provide  for  them  *  If  they  will  not,  let  the 
the  memorialists,  from  this  operation  ;  fur  (hey  have  been  {  objection  stand  upon  its  real  ground,  which  is  co-exten- 
clearly  and  satisfactorily  stated  by  the  Chairman  of  the  |  sive  with  every  claim  for  Rev^utionaiy  service, 
Committee,  and  cannot  indeed  be  the  subject  of  contro- 
versy. I  speak  not  nQW  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
Officers, from  the  depreciation  of  the  public  paper,  which, 
Id  common  with  the  private  soldiers,  and  with  all  classes 
of  our  citizens,  they  were  destined  to  bear,  and  which 
they  have  borne  without  complaint ;  but  of  that  which 
arose  from  the  failure  to  comply  with  the  stipulations  of 
the  contract  of  1780,  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  allow- 
ance of  five  }'ears'  full  pay,  as  a  commutation  for  the  hdf 
pay  for  life,  and  from  the  rigor  and  injustice,  as  it  related 
to  these  memorialists,  of  the  funding  act  of  1790. 

Can  it  then  be  nretended  that  these  certificates  were 
given  and  accepteu  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the 
officers — that  they  were  voluntarily  accepted — that  they 
constitute  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  for  the  claims  of  these 
memorialists,  under  either  of  the  resolutions  so  often  re- 


Let  us,  however,  for  a  moment  examine  the  character 
of  these  claims — and  first,  of  those,  of  the  representatives 
of  deceased  officers — Consider  their  claim  to  half  pay,  un- 
der the  resolution  of  1780.  Half  pay  is  in  the  nature  of 
an  annuity  for  life.  It  is  designed  by  the  Government  for 
the  comfortable  support  of  the  officer,  and  not  as  a  pro- 
vision for  his  representatives.  It  is  agreed,  however,  that 
any  arrears  which  may  be  due  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
constitute  a  part  of  his  personal  estate,  and  will  descend  to 
those  representativeis.  But  tlie  half  pay  was  limited  to 
the  life  of  the  officer— and  i^pse  whom  these  claimants 
represent  are  dead.  M'hen  tliey  died— whether  the 
amount  of  half  pay,  to  which  they  were  then  entitled,  ex- 
ceeded or  fell  short  of  tliat  sum  which  they  had  received, 
in  the  certificates  issued  in  1784,  are  questions  wliich  you 
are  not  prepared  to  determine  {  and  your  inability  to  do 
ferred  to  in  this  discussion  ?  I  do  not  ask  if  it  was  an  equit-  j  this,  furnishes  no  excuse  for  postponing  the  just  claims  of 
able  fulfilment  of  your  contract  ?  I  inquire  not  if  it  was  !  others,  who  still  survive,  and  are  consequently  still  en- 
such  a  fulfilment,  as  it  will  comport  with  the  dignity  of  a  |  tided. 

great,  and  free,  and  flourishing  nation,  to  urge  against  j  Then  consider  it  upon  the  footing  of  the  commutation, 
the  veterans  in  her  Revolutionary  strife,  bending  under  j  under  the  retolution  of  1783,  and  the  discrimination  it 
the  pressure  of  poverty  and  decrepitude  ?  I  make  no  ap- 1  still  stronger  in  favor  of  the  present  memorialists, 
peal  to  your  gratitude— to  those  high  and  ennobling  feel-  The  Congress  of  1783  fixed  upon  five  years'  full  pay, 
mgs  which  spontaneously  swell  in  our  bosoms,  when  our !  as  a  commutation  for  half  pay  for  life.  How  was  this  done  ? 
thoughts  are  thrown  back  upon  that  interesting  struggle.    To  junior  officers  of  the  army — to  men  between  twenty 


For  all  the  purposes  of  declamation,  the  theme  is  most 
fruitful  ?  but  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  declaim.  I  inquire 
simply,  and  I  addregs  the  inquiry  particularly  to  my  pro- 
fessional associates  on  this  floor,  if  in  law,  or  on  principles 


and  thirty  years  of  age,  it  was  manifestly  not  an  equiv- 
alent. A  reference  to  the  annuity  tables,  and  the  reflec- 
tions of  evory  one  who  hears  me,  will  convince  us,  that 
they  were  entitled  to  full  pav  for  a  longer  term  of  years  > 


of  strict  right,  as  between  individuals,  the  acts  done  by  I  that,  in  the  ordinary  caloulations  of  human  life,  they  were 
the  Government,  and  submitted  to  by  the  memorialists,  \  authorized  to  expect  a  prolongation  of  it,  beyond  the  term 
can  be  considered  as  a  dischlu^e  of  the  contract  of  1780  ?  which  was  assumed  in  the  estimate.  For  tlic  senior  officers 
The  clearest  convictions  of  my  judgment,  assure  me,  that ;  of  the  army— for  those  of  forty  five  years  and  upwards,  the 
they  were  not — tbatUiese  memorialists  have  still  a  subsist- ;  estimate  was,  perhaps,  too  large— it  was  probably  more 
ing  claim  for  half  pay,  subject  to  all  fair  deductions  for  than  an  equivalent  for  half  pay  for  life,  calcuUUng  the 
what  has  been  received— or  at  the  option  of  both  parties,  probability  of  its  duration  in  their  case,  in  the  same  man* 
to  two  years*  full  pay,  with  an  allowance  for  the  loss  bus-  ,  ner  as  in  that  of  the  junior  officers.  What  then  was  the 
tained  by  the  failure  to  provide  adequate  funds  for  the  re- 1  principle  adopted,  in  makuig  the  estimate  ?  It  was  by 
demption  of  the  certificates,  and  from  the  provisions  of  the  i  taking  a  single  life^  the  age  of  which  was  asceilained  by 
funding  system.  "  !  the  average  of  thfc  ages  of  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  and 

But,  here  it  is  objected  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  I  calculating  its  probable  duration,  as  tlie  treasure  of  the 
that  the  claims  of  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  offi- 1  projected  commutation.-  Now,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
ccrs,.  as  well  as  that  of  the  private  soldiers,  and  of  the  .  mittee  has  satisfactorily  shown,  by  a  ref«ence  to  the  niost 
militia,  are  equally  Strang  with  those  of  the  memorialists,  |  approved  annuity  Ubles,  that,  even  on  tiiis  assumption, 
an4  ]^et,  are  not  provided  for.  Inhere  are  various  answers  •  the  commutation  actually  allowed  was  too  smalL  But  that 
to  this  objection.  In  the  first  place,  the  supposed  claim- 1  is  not  the  point  of  the  present  inquiry.  The  complaint 
ants  are  not  applicants  for  relief.  They  have  made  no  de- '  of  the  junior  officers  is  tnis :  that  the  amount  of  the  com- 
mand upon  the  Government «  and  have,  thereby,  afford- !  mutation,  to  which. they  were  entitled,  was  diminished* 
Aa  silent,  but  emphatic  evidence,  of  their  own  opinion  ;  and  that  of  the  senior  officers  was  increased,  by  usuroing 
SKhe  subject.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  announce  our  i  an  average.  In  truth,  the  only  fair  principle  on  which  such 
Tiew  of  such  a  claim,  when  it  shall  be  presented.  i  commutation  could  have  been  regulated,  would  have  been 

But  I  propose  an  inquiry  to  Senators  by- whom  thisob-  by  establishing  different  rates  of  allowance  for  diflPerent 
jection  is  urged.  Admitting,  argummti  gratia^  the  equal  { ages,  and  then  applying  them  according  to  the  state  of 
claim  with  these  officers,  of  the  various  cUsses  referred  the  fact,  when  the  certificates  were  issued,  in  the  i 
to,  is  that  an  answer  to  the  claim  of  the  former  ?  Because 
there  are  other  classes  of  persons,  who  have  just  claims 
upon  you,  which  have  not  been  presented,  are  you  ab- 
solved from  the  obligation  to  pay  those,  of  which  Uie  pay- 
ment is  solicited  ?  I  thank  God,  Sir,  this  Government  is 
new  solvent,  and  competent  to  the  payment  of  idl  juft 
elaimt  upoa  its  Tr«aiUT}\ 


manner  in  which  amiuitiesfor  life  are  converted  into  sumt 
in  gross,  in  transactions  between  individuals.  Instead  of 
this,  the  junior  officer  was  deprived  of  a  portion  of  the 
benefit  of  the  prolonged  life,  which  he  waa  authorized  t» 
expect,  which  was  given  to  his  senior.  It  by  no  means, 
therefore,  foltows,  that,  because  the  daimt  of  thcte  me* 
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moruUistSy  who  were  among-  the  jfiniort  of  the  army,  arc  ' 
sustained   on  Ihe  ground  that  they  did  not  receive  an  i 
equivalent,  that  a  like  cUim  exisU  in  behalf  of  the  senior  i 
oilicers,  or  their  representatives.     On  the  contrary,  al-  I 
though  the  commutation,  on  the  average  assumed,   was  ' 
inadequate,  it  is  a  very  reasonable  presumption,  that,  to  ; 
the  senior  officers,  it  was  a  fair  equivalent.  It  is  in  rigfiit  of  j 
these  senior  officers,  that  l%presentatives  would,  for  the  ' 
roost  part,  claim — and  to  them,  therefore,  in  general,  this  j 
answer  mifrht  be  safely  and  justly  given.     Biany  senators  | 
may  recollect  individual  instances,  which  will  seem  to  be  1 
variant  from  this  view?  a  cloaer  scrutiny  will,however,8how  j 
that  Ihcy  are  exceptions,  which  do  not  conflict  with  the  | 
rule  ;  and  that  they  do  not  exist  to  any  important  extent,  i 
It  is  tlius,  then,  that  these  memorialists  distinguish  their  | 
case  from  that  of  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  of- 
ficers.    That  they  were  amonpf  the  junior  officers  of  the 
American  army  is  proved  by  ihe  fact,  that  they  arc,  at  this 
day,  applicants  at  the  bar  of  an  American  Senate.    They 
tell  you,  that,  in  settling  the  commutation  allowed,  3'0ii 
took  from  them,  to  give  to  their  seniors,  without  their 
consent,  in  the  only  way  in  which  that  consent  could 
have  been  given,  namely,  by  their  individual  voice.  They 
tell  you,  that  the  acceptance  of  that  qpmmutation  was  by 
their  seniors,  who  derived  a  benefit  at  their  cost;  and  they 
deny  that  the  allowance  of  their  claim,  now,  to  what  was 
then  taken  from  them  to  be  given  to  those  seniors,  can 
constitute  the  basis  of  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  seniors  to  a  similar  allowance.      In 
truth.  Sir,  it  would  seem  that  all  to  which  those  represen- ! 
tatives  would  make  any  claim  would  be  to  the  amount  of! 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  short  funding  of  the  certificates, ! 
under  the  act  of  1790. 

The  claim  of  the  memorialists  would  be  either  for  the  ! 
arrears  oftbeir  half  pay,  deducting  whatwarf  realised  from  i 
the  certificates,  or  to  the  difference  between  five  and  se- ! 
ven  years'  full  pay,  with  simple  interest,  and  to  the  amount , 
of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  funding. 
The  deficiency  of  the  qommutfttion,  with 

simple  interest,  woidd  amount  to   -  •    $  534,000  ' 

One  year's  full  pay,  by  short  funding  and 

simple  interest,  to  -  -  -  -    $175*000 

It  is  only  to  the  latter  that  the  repreaentatives  of  de- 1 
ceased  officers  oould  make  claim,  on  the  principles,  and  \ 
subject  to  the  conditions^  which  1  have  attempted  to  ex>-  ^ 
plain* 

It  is  objected  Uiat  this  bill  contains  no  provision  for  the 
private  soldiers  of  the  American  Army,  and  Senatora 
have  spoken  of  them  in  terms  of  well-merited  eulogy, 
which  it  would  be  delightful  to  bear,  if  it  were  tiot  pro- 
nounced in  opposition  to  the  just  claims  of  these  roemo- 
rialistB.  But  the  discussion  is  wholly  g^tukous  and  irre* 
lative.  The  eluiracter  of  the  service  rendered  by  the 
American  officers  was  determined  by  the  Congress  of 
1780  and  1783.  They  adjudged  it  to  be  faithful  service, 
and  they  supulated  to  reward  it  by  a  specific  compensa- 
tion. The  memorialists  ask  from  you,  in  the  discharge 
of  your  constitutional  obligation,  the  performance  of  that 
stipulation.  Wbates'cr  may  be  the  claims  of  the  Ameri- 
can  soldier  on  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and  it  is  cheer- 
fully admitted  that  they  are  founded  on  distinguished 
valor,  and  the  purest  patriotism,  unless  they  can  shew  the 
contract  of  the  Government,  their  daum  is  on  itsgratiUidc, 
but  they  cannot  appeal  to  its  justice;  and  the  eflfort  to  as- 
siiirilatc'  it  to  the  claim  of  these  memorialists  is  merely 
nugatory. 

Bu%  independently  of  your  contract  with  the  officer, 
would  the  analogy  contended  for  exist  ?  The  soldier  re- 
ceived  a  bountv  on  his  enlirtment,  and  was  clothed  by 
the  Government,  by  whom  the  depreciation  of  the  pur- 
chase miwiey  was  borne.  The  officer,  out  of  the  monthly 
stipend  which  was  paid  to  him  in  this  depreciated  cur- 
rency, was  compelled  to  provide  for  himself.     Your  con- 


tract  with  the  soUlier  has  been  complied  with  on  its  face. 
Nevertheless,  you  have  made  a  distinction  in  his  fai-or  in 
your  pension  law.  The  soldier  has  received  land,  boun- 
ty* P»y»  pension.  What  have  you  done  fi)r  the  officer  * 
If  he  will  approach  you  as  a  suppliant,  in  forma  pauperis^ 
you  admit  him  on  your  pension  list.  But,  when  he  pre- 
sents himself  before  yoti  as  a  claimant,  and  asks  the  ful- 
filment of  your  contract,  you  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  de* 
mand. 

But  the  bill  does  not  provide  for  the  militia,  and,  there- 
fore, it  b  objectionable.  Sir,  I  am  at  all  times  willing  to 
accord  to  the  militia  of  the  Revolutionary  Army  whatever 
distinguished  valor  and  the  loftiest  patnotism  can  entitU 
them  to  claim.  But,  I  repeat,  this  application  is  based  on 
your  contract  with  these  memorialists.  They  do  not  urge 
upon  you  the  pre-eminence  of  their  services,  or  seek  to 
chsparage  those  of  their  associates  in  arms,  who  belonged 
to  the  militia.  They  ask  the  fulfilment  ol  your  contract 
with  them.  With  the  militia  you  have  no  such  engage- 
ments. I'hey  were  called  into  service  by  the  States,  by 
whom  they  were  compensated,  and  the  States  have  re- 
ceived an  allowance  for  these  disbursements  in  the  gene- 
ral audit  and  adjustment  of  their  accoimts  with  the  Na- 
tional Treasury.  It  cannot  be,  thcrvfore,  that  the  omis* 
sion  to  provide  for  the  militia  can  constitute  a  tenable  ob- 
jection to  this  bill. 

Sir,  the  inquiry  recurs :  If  provisions  for  all  these  va- 
rious classes  were  included  in  the  bill  under  discussion, 
would  the  difficulties  cj^  the  objectors  be  removed  ?  Or, 
are  the  claims  of  those  cUsses  urged  upon  us  to  give  an 
alarming  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  obligations  of  the 
Government,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  present  claim,  with- 
out any  view  to  ultimate  provision  for  them  ?  1  appre- 
hend the  latter  is  the  real  state  of  the  fact.  I  trust,  tnere* 
fore,  that  tliis  discussion  will  not  excite  expectations 
which  are  too  surely  destined  to  be  disappointed,  and  my 
earnest  hope  and  desire  is,  that  the  Senate  will  decide  the 
present  application  witli  u  sole  view  to  its  own  intrinsic 
merits.  Whatever  is  due  to  justice,  the  Government  la 
competent  to  perform.  Whatever  justly  belongs  to  thest 
gallant  veterans,  we  ought  to  accord  to  them  freely, 
promptly,  and  with  gratitude. 

!      But  the  appeal  of  these  memorialists  is  not  addressed 
!  to  our  gratitude ;   it  is  a  claim  upon  our  justice.     The 
'  demands  upon  the  former,  it  is  beyond  our  power  to  can- 
*  eel.     The  claims  upon  the  latter,  we  are  competent  to 
'  fulfil.    These  veteran  soldiers  do  not — ^it  cannot  be  too  of- 
I  ten  rcpeftted->-tliey  do  not  come  befofe  us  as  suppliants 
'  for  our  charily.     No,  sir ;  struggling  with  adversity,  bend- 
ing under  the  weight  of  years,  they  still  retain  enough  of 
the  sturdy  independence  of  their  youthful  spirit,  to  avoid 
this  humiliation.    They  claim  the  fulfilment  of  a  contract 
They  demand,  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  the  award  of 
justice. 

.  Sir,  let  it  be  the  honest  pride  of  this  Government  suunt 
mique  iribuere.  Render  to  every  man  his  due ;  fulfil 
your  plighted  faith  \  redeem  the  solemn  pledge  which 
you  gave  at  a  moment,  when,  besides  that  pledge,  you 
had  nothing  else  to  give.  Enable  us  to  meet  the  little 
remnant  of  thia  band  of  heroes,  who  yet  survive,  the  ob- 
jects of  their  country's  reverence,  with  a  consciousness 
of  having  at  least  dealt  justly  with  them. 

Smooth  their  descent  to  the  tomb,  by  giving  to  them 
I  tire  means  of  providinp^  those  comforts  to  which  they  are 
i  justly  and  of  right  entitled.  Do  not  allow  the  sense  of 
i  their  country's  persevering  injustice  to  give  an  added 
!  pang  to  the  last  struggles  of  expiring  nature.  Be  just, 
i  and  fear  not.     The  universal  acclaim  of  a  grateful  People 

will  consecrate  the  act. 

1      Mr.  COBB  said,  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 

1  for  a  short  period,  while  he  attempted,  veiy  brieffy,  to 

I  express  his  opinions,  in  relation  to  the  measure  nuder 

consideration.     He  felt  himself  constrained  to  oppose  the 
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nsnuM  of  the  bill.  In  doing*  to*  he  was  consctoue  that 
he  expoMd  hitnieH'  to  the  charge  of  a  want  of  feeling. 
Thia,  however,  sliould  not  deter  him  from  discharging, 
in  the  best  manner  he  oould,  what  he  conceived  to  be 
hSa  duty.  On  two  former  occasions,  it  had  been  his  for- 
tune to  be  exposed  to  a  similar  charee.  He  alluded  to 
the  bill  granting  pensions  to  the  indigent  officera  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  General  Lafayette.  Theae  measures,  like 
the  one  under  consideration,  were  said  by  their  friends  to 
be  required  by  both  the  justice  and  the  mtiUide  of  the 
nation.  He  had  thought  differently  )  and,  upon  the  ma- 
turest  reflection,  he  had  never  aeen  cause  to  repent  of 
the  vote  he  had  given  upon  them.  But  in  lus  opposition 
to  this  bill,  he  was  equally  conscious  that  he  was  not  im- 
pelle<l  by  a  want  of  a -proper  sense  of  the  merits  of  the 
objecU  of  it.  He  was  sure  that,  in  common  with  the 
whole  community,  he  felt  the  liveliest  gratitude  for  the 
services  they  had  rendered,  and  the  privations  and  suffer- 
ings they  had  undergone  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Far 
be  It  from  him,  then,  to  say  aught  to  their  disparagement. 

Mr.  C.  said,  his  opposition  to  the  bill  was  founded  in 
the  opinion  enterUined  by  him,  that  it  was  required  by 
neither  the  justioe  or  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.  Its 
advocates  had  supported  it  upon  the  principle  that  it 
was  equally  demanded  by  both*  His  colleague,  [Mr. 
Baaaisir,]  m  his  very  eloquent  and  impressive  argument, 
had  declared  that  he  considered  it  an  act  of  mere  justice  < 
and  the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks,  if  I  comprehended 
them  rightl}',  seemeil  to  be,  that  ,the  provision  made  by 
the  bill,  was  one  to  which  the  Officers  of  the  Revolution 
we(«  entitled  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  in  the  fulfilment 
of  the  meat  idemn  obligations  arising  out  of  the  pledged 
fiiitii  of  the  old  Congress.  Otbeos  seem  to  place  it  upon 
a  diffierent  foundation.  They  do  ncyt  claim  it  so  much  as 
an- act  of  justice,  as  of  national  gratitude.  As  he  had 
just  remarfced,  be  believed  that  it  was  demanded  by 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  He  thought  it  imprc^er 
and  impolitic,  notwithstanding  the  very  imposing  cu'cum- 
stances  under  which  it  was  brought  before  the  Senate. 
The  measure  was  recommended  by  the  President  of  the 
United  SUtes,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent Congress,  and  seems  to  receive  the  warm  support  of 
gentlemen  of  great  weight  of  character  and  talents,  and 
who  are  known  to  be  the  fast  friends  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. Insofar  as  such  a  recommendation  and  sup- 
port can  make  it  so,  it  must  be  considered  as  an  Adminis- 
tration measure.  But  it  is  also  aflvocated  by  gentlemen 
of  equal  e]o«|uence  and  talents,  who  are  believed  to  be 
leading  indivMluals  in  the  Opposition  to  this  Administra- 
tion. So  great  has  been  the  zeal  and  ability  displayed  by 
each  party  in  support  of  this  bill,  that  it  will  be  difficult, 
beietfter,  in  case  of  iu  passage,  to  determine  to  which  of 
them  shall  be  awarded  the  merit  of  having  prociired  it. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  not  to  which  party,  the  Adminis- 
tyation  or  the  Opposition,  he  might  be  said  to  belong. 
BnterlainiDg  the  opinions  that  be  did  upon  a  gieat  many 
flibjectit  he  feared  he  would  be  chimed  by  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other.  Bnt  upon  that  subject  he  waa  not  at 
aH  uneasy.  He  mutt  coQfeii»  httwever»  that  he  felt  the 
dtln^^T  ^  ^^  aituatiooy  on  the  present  occaaion^  in  hav- 
||^  the  temerity  to  venture  into  conAict  with  such  an  ar- 
my of  talents  of  all  parties.  He  could  hardly  hope  for 
success  in  a  contest  with  either  of  them— much  less  could 
he  expect  to  be  victorious  against  the  fearful  odds  of  their 
unitea  forces  {  yet,  in  defence  of  his  honest  convictions 
of  duty,  he  would  make  an  effort  with  such  weapons  as 
were  ready  to  his  hand. 

What,  then,  he  would  inquire,  ia  the  measure  under 
consideration  }  The  bill  proposes  to  distribute  $1,1 00,000 
among  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution.  What  is 
the  exact  number  of  such  survivors,  whether  one,  three, 
or  five  hundred,  is  not  known*  and,  conaequently.  it  can- 
not b#  known  what  sum  will  be  given  to  each. 


.  And  here,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  take  occasion  to  re. 
mark,  that  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  seemed  to  speak 
of  this  amount  of  $1,100,000  m  a  very  small  thing— as 
an  inconsiderable  sum,  not  requiring  nmieh  consideration 
as  to  the  nwnner  in  which  it  should  be  disposed  of.  To 
be  sure,  said  Mr.  C.  to  bofvow  an  expression  which  be' 
believed  he  had  first  seen  in  some  fan:e— $1,100,000  is 
«« neither  here  nor  tliere."  That  is,  it  waa  neither  in  his 
(Mr.  C.'s)  pocket,  nor  in  the  pockets  of  the  advocates  of 
the  bill— -so  fiir  it  was  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  But 
he  feared  that,  when  the  accounts  of  the  year  came  to  be 
settled  up,  such  a  disposable  amount  would  not  be  found 
in  the  pockets  of  the  Treasury,  and  more  espeoially  if  the 
statements  made  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Finance,  when  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Revolutionaiy  Pensions  was  under  consiaeration,  be 
correct.  He  would  infer  from  thoae  statements,  if  he  un- 
derstood them  correctly,  that  the  Treasury  was  not  over- 
flowing with  superabundant  means.  The  committee 
who  reported  the  bill  under  discussion  appear  to  have 
been  aware  of  this  fact  themselves ;  and,  therefore,  they 
have  so  fhimed  it  as  not  to  distribute  that  amount  in  mo- 
ney, bufto  provide  for  the  issuing  certificates  of  stock  to 
the  amount  of  $1,1QP,000.  This  gets  ever  the  difficulty 
of  the  want  of  money,  to  be  sure :  but  it  does  so,  by  in- 
creasing the  public  debt  to  that  amount,  in  a  stock  re- 
deemable at  the  will  of  the  Government.  He  thoug^ht 
that  such  a  provision  would  in  the  eQd  prove  to  be  an  in- 
genious piece  of  machinery,  contrived  to  divert  that 
amount  of  the  sinking  fund  from  its  legitimate  object, 
to  wit :  the  extinguishment  of  the  existing  debt. 

Mr.  C.  said,  hft  would  now  proceed  to  an  examination 
of  the  justice,  the  strict  juatice,  by  which  it  is  contended 
the  Senate  should  be  influenced  to  the  passage  of  this 
bin  in  its  present  shape.*  Gentlemen  contend  that  the 
Government  entered  into  a  solemn  contract  with  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  Continental  Army  of  the  Revolution,  which 
has  never  been  folfilled.  Let  us  examine  this  matter, 
and  see  how  it  really  occurred. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  the  old  Congress,  acting 
upon  the  report  of  a  committee  to  which  had  been  rvfrr- 
red  a  letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  among  other  resohi- 
tions  having  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  Army, 
adopted  the  following :  **  That  the  Officers  who  shaH  con- 
**  timie  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  al^  be  en- 
•"  titled  to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the 
**  time  of  their  reduction.^'  It  is  believed  that  this  is  the 
contract  which  constitutes  the  foundation  of  the  claim 
now  made  on  behalf  of  the  officers  ;  and  certainly,  if  no 
change  had  been  made  in  it,  the  old  confederated  €*o 
vemment,  and  subsequently  the  Government  as  now  or- 
ganized, would  have  been  bound  to  fUfil  it,  by  allowing 
the  etipuhkted  half  pay  for  life.  Bnt  it  would  appear  that 
the  measure  was  by  no  means  a  very  popular  one.  It 
met,  as  wouM  presently  be  shown,  with  the  most  serious 
objections.  It  was  aaid  that  gmt  discontent  existed  as 
to  the  manner  in  whieh  the  omcers  were  to  be  rewarded. 
There  were  strong  preiudiees  expressed  against  the  half 
pay  system.  That  such  a  system  seemed  to  belong  pe- 
culiarly to  monarchiea,  by  which  the  monareli  was  ena- 
bled to  attach  the  army  to  his  own  person.  That  it  was 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  sinecures,  &c. «  and,  said  Mr. 
C.  had  I  lived  in  those  times,  1  should  probably  have  en- 
tertained the  same  opinions--*lbr  they  are  certahdy  such 
as  I  now  entertain. 

These  discontents  and  prejudices  led  to  a  rcconstders- 
tion  of  the  measure.  And  at  whose  instance  >  At  that 
of  the  People,  or  the  State  Governments  ?  By  t>o  means; 
but  at  the  instance  of  the  officers  themselves.  He  had 
before  him  their  memorial  tipon  this  and  other  subjects,  a 
part  of  which  he  begged  the  leave  of  the  Senate  to  rra<l. 

•  Tfc»  Mil  MitbMvMtly  w««  entirely  chansrcl  in  in  prvvuiMit  W- 
Un^  )U  fMMfe.    At  it  t«Mt4,  it  u  «tri«tlr  a  pfntiw  act. 
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[Sec  vol  4,  Journal* f>f  Old  CcmgresB,  page  207.]  *•  We 
"  are  grieved*"  eay  they,  "  to  find  that  our  brethren, 
••  who  retired  from  service  on  half  pay,  under  the  reso- 
**  lutlon  of  Congress  of  1780,  are  not  only  destitute  of 
"  aoy  effectual  prorisioo,  but  are  become  objects  of  ob* 
"  loquy.  Their  conditioft  has  a  very  discouraging  aspect 
**  on  us,  who  must,  sooner  or  later,  retire,  and  from  every 
'*  consideration  of  justice,  gratitod^,  And  policy,  deoMinds 
"  attention  and  redress. 

**  We  regard  the  act  of  Congress,  respecting  half  pay, 
* '  as  an  honorable  ami  just  recompense  for  several  years' 
"  hard  service,  in  which  the  health  and  fortunes  of  tlie 
•«  officers  have  been  worn  down  and  exhausted.  We  see, 
"  with  cbaffrin,  the  odious  point  of  view  in  which  the 
*<  citizens  of  too  many  of  the  fltatesendearor  to  place  the 
"  men  entitled  to  it.  We  hope,  for  the  honor  of  human 
'*  nature,  that  there  are  none  so  hardened  io  the  sin  of 
"  ingratitude,  as  to  deny  the  justice  of  the  reward.  We 
**  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  objection,  generally,  ia 
*'  against  the  mode  only.  To  prevent,  therdTore,  any  al- 
**  teroations  and  distinctions  which  may  tend  to  injure 
"  that  harmony  ^whlch  we  artlently  desire  may  reign 
**  throughout  the  community,  we  are  willing  to  commute 
"  the  half  pay  pledged,  for  full  pay  for  a  certain  number 
* '  of  years,  or  for  a  sum  in  gross,  as  may  be  agreed  to 
**  by  the  committee  sent  with  this  address.  And,  in 
"this  way';  we  pray  that  the  disabled  officers  and  sol- 
'*  diers,  with  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
"have  eacpired,  or  may  expend  their  lives  in  the  service 
•*  of  their  countiy,  may  be  fully  comprehended.'* 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Senate  by  reading 
further  extracts  from  this  document.  He  had  read  all 
that  was  necessary  to  shew  that  great  objections  and  pre- 
judices existed,  and  had  been  openly  expressed,  against 
the  half  pay  system.  That  the  ofhcers  themselves  too 
plainly-  sa^  that  it  was  about  to  bring  upon  them  the 
hatred  and  obloquy  of  the  community.  To  avoid  this, 
and  as  they  apprehended  the  **  objection  geneally  was 
against  the  mode,  only,"  they  suggettted  that  a  commuta^ 
tion  rtiould  be  made  of  the  half  pay  for  life,  for  **  full  pay 
for  a  certain  number  of  years,**  or  "  for  a  sum  in  gross.** 

It  was  upon  this  memoriaJ  of  the  officers,  that  Congresa 
proceeded  to  discuss  the  subject,  and,,  ailer  rejecting 
many  propositions,  finally  they  adopted  a  resolution  on 
the  22d  March,  1783,  L«ee  4  vol.  Journals  Old  Congress, 
page  178,  '9,]  agreeing  to  make  the  commutation  in  the 
shape  of  a  proposition  to  be  submitted  to  the  oificers  of. 
the  Army,  by  Lines  and  Corps,  for  their  adoption  or  re- 
jection. The  proposition  was  to  commute  the  **■  half  pay 
for  life,**  for  *«  five  years  f\dl  pay;*'  such  "  full  pay  for  five 
▼ears,*'  was  to  be  made  '*  in  money,  or  securities  on  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  per  annum.**  These  securities 
were  to  be  such  as  should  "  be  given  to  other  .creditors 
of  the  United  States,'*  and,  finally,  it  was  submitted  to 
the  **  option  of  the  Lines  of  the  respective  States,*'  and 
not  to  ** the- officers  individually,  to  accept  or  refuse  the 
same.**  Subsecpiently,  on  the  31st  October,  1783,  it  ap- 
pears by  the  Journals  that  most  of  the  lines  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  and  maay  of  the  corps  and  individuals  of  the 
Army,  n^t  attached  to  any  line,  did  accept  the  proposi- 
tion fbr  commutation,  as  thus  teiKiered»  It  is  true,  there 
is  no  evidence  that  some  of  the  Lines  did  accept  But  it 
may  be  said,  with  equal  truth,  that  there  is  lice  wise  no 
evidence  that  any  of  them  refused  to  accept.  On  the 
contrary.,  it  seems  now  to  be  conceded  that  they  all  did 
receive  the  five  yeara'  fiiU  pay,  and,  therefore,  it  may  >vith 
truth  and  propriety  be  said  that  they  all  accepted. 

And  here,  Mr.  C  said,  it  should  be  remarked^  that  the 
preamble  to  the  resolution  of  22d  March,  1783,  propos- 
ing  the  commutation,  expressly  recites  that  it  is  because 
the  officers  themselves  **  did  solicit  a  commutation,"  that 
one  was  gra^ited. 


Thus  fiu*,  Mr.  C.  contended,  it  would  se^m  thut  the  of- 
ficers had  no  riffht  to  complain  of  any  injuitice.  They 
had  been  promised  half  pay  for  life.  They  diacovered 
that  this  made  them  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  People. 
They  solemnly  and  formally  solicit  Congress  to  eommute 
It  for  full  pay  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  Congress 
granted  their  request,  and  submitted  a  proposition  of  com- 
mutation for  their  adoption  or  rejection.  They  agreed 
to  accept  in  the  manner  proposed,  And,  subsequently,  ac- 
tually receive<l  the  five  years'  foil  ^y.  In  the  whcle 
transaction,  as^r  as  it  has  been  examined,  there  appeftiv 
nothing  unjust,  nothing  unfair,  nothing  forced.  So  fir 
from  it.  Congress  only  acted  in  accordance  with  their 
own  solicitations.  The  commutation,  then,  was  a  fair 
contract,  agreed  to  upon  full  and  mature  consideration, 
snd  in  which  the  Cong^ss  constituted  one  party,  and  the 
officers  the  other  party. 

It  has  been  said,  however,  that  the  contract  for  half  pay 
for  life  was  made  by  the  Government  with  the  individual 
officers,  while  the  contract  for  •*  five  years'  full  pay,"  in 
lieu  thereof,  was  made  with  them  collectively,  and  in  a 
manner  in  which  the  voice  of  the  indiyidual  omcer  co«ild 
not  be  heard.  This,  Mr.  C  said,  did  not,  in  his  opinion, 
alter  the  case.  It  certainly  gives  no  g^reater  pkusibility 
to  the  bill  upon  principles  of  strict  justice.  The  manner 
in  which  the  proposition  for  the  commutation  was  offered, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  objected  to  fh>m  any  quar- 
ter. There  i«  not  only  no  evidence  of  the  officers  having 
remonMrated  against  it,  but  the  advocates  of  the  bill  do 
not  pretend  that  the  officers  objected  to  it  at  the  time. 
There  is  not  cm  record  one  petition,  or  memorial,  or  pro- 
test against  it.  Those  surviving  officers  who  are  now  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  acting  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  brethren,  urging  and  watching  the  progress  of 
this  bi.Il,  have  made  no  representations,  and  submitted  no 
evidence,  that  they  themselves,  or  any  other  portion^  of 
the  officers,  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  the  propo- 
sition was  submitted,  or  to  the  proposed  commutation 
itself.  The  irresistible  presumption,  then,  is;  that  all 
were  content,  all  accepted,  and  were  satisfied. 

But,  again,  it  had  been  lu-ged,  and  with  great  force,  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  [Mr.  Wood  sua  y,]  that 
the  commutation  wos  ina<lequate,  becatise  it  was  not  of 
equal  value  with  the  half  pay  for  life ;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  this,  reference  had  been  made  to  the  an- 
nuity tables.  Mr. *Cv  acknowledged  that  he  had  but  little 
skill  in  the  calculation  of  the  value  of  annuities  ;  but  he 
thought  that  he  could  demonstrate,  that,  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  the  commutation  act,  there  were  persons 
engaged  m  it  whose  skill  ami  capacity  could  not  be 
doubted,  and  that  the  subject  underwent  a  full  and  de- 
liberate examination.  It  is  known  that  Col.  Hamilton, 
who  so  much  distinguished  hiinself,  subsecjuently,  as  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  was  himself  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Army  ;  that  he  had  resigned  his  commission  and  gone 
into  Congress  for  the  express  purpose,  as  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him,  of  advocating  the  claims  of  the  officera. 
Of  his  ability  to  calculate  the  value  of  life  annuities,  nor 
one  could  entertain  a  doubt.  The  Journals  of  Congress 
afford  abundant  evidence  that  he  was  an  active  member 
upon  this  subject.  It  appears  that  there  was,  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  who  brought  in  the  resolution,  a 
blank  as  to  the  number  of  years  of  full  pay  to  be  granted. 
Col.  Hamilton  moved  to  fill  it  with  *«  five  and  a  half* 
years.  This  was  negatived.  Mr.Gorham  then  moved  to  fill 
it  with  ••  five'*  years,  and  tliis  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  resolution  passed  in  that  shape.  [See  p.  167  of  vol.  4, 
Joiirnals  of  Old  Congress. }  Here,  then,  is  abundant  evi- 
dence that  tliis  very  point  of  the  adequacy  of  the  proposed 
commutation  was  fully  discussed  and  deliberately  settled 
by  those  who  well  understood  what  they  were  about?  and 
it  seems  that  the  only  diflTerence  between  them  was  ubout 
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«•  one  haJfyeap'i"  fiiJl  pay.  Finally,  Mr.  C  taid,  on  this 
point,  he  would  say  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  offi- 
cers themselves,  at  the  time,  protested  agfainst  the  com- 
mutation because  of  its  inadequacy  in  value.  Even  after 
they  had,  many  of  them,  sold  their  cefiiftcates,  at  im- 
mense discounts,  to  the  speculators,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  complained  that  the  Government  had  cheated 
them,  or  dealt  unjustly  towards  them.  But,  had  the  com- 
mutation been  deemed  inadequate  at  the  time,  is  it  not 
probable  that  General  Washington,  their  friend  and  fa- 
Uier,  eitlier  then  or  subsequently,  when  President  under 
the  new  Government,  would  have  remonstrated  against 
it,  or  recommended  additional  compensation  ?  Who  can 
doubt  his  capacity  to  understand  the  subject,  or  his  wil- 
lingness to  come  forward  and  claim  justice,  if  he  believed 
any  thing  due  them— in  favor  of  his  companions  in  arms, 
who  had  so  often  sustained  him  in  the  most  trying  times 
of  the  war  >  Yet,  from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
commutation  act,  to  that  of  the  termination  of  his  admin- 
istration as  President,  a  period  of  fourteen  ^'ears,  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  ever  mentioned  the  subject. 

The  strong  conclusion  to  be  dnwn  from  these  circum 
stances,  is,  that  General  Washington,  Col.  Hamilton,  and 
all  others,  then  believed  that  the  Government  had  done 
the  officers  ample  justice  ;  had  given  them  all  they  had 
a  right  to  claim,  and,  indeed,  all  that  they  had  asked  $ 
that,  in  accepting  the  commutation,  the  contract  with  the 
Government  was  executed  by  both  parties,  and  all  the 
demands  of  justice  fully  satisfied  ;  nor  was  it  supposed 
that -the  subject  could  ever  again  be  agitated. 

But  it  ia  said  that  the  commutation  was  not  paid  in 
money,  but  in  certiBcates,  which  tlic  necessities  of  the 
officers  compelled  them  to  sell  at  a  greatly  depreciated 
value.  This  was  a  point,  Mr.  C.  said,  which  his  col- 
league [Mr.  BBuniEir,]  the  g^eat  advocate  of  the  strict 
justice  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  has  pot  thought  fit 
to  press.  But,  as  allusion  had  been  made  to  it  by  others, 
he  would  make  one  or  two  remarks  on  it.  He  would 
not  deny  but  that  the  commutation  was  paid  in  certifi- 
cates, bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  not  in  money.  The  fact  was,  that  the  Oovemment 
had  no  money  wherewith  to  pay.  But  tliis  was  as  well 
known  to  the  officers  themselves  as  to  any  others.  In- 
deed, from  the  very  words  of  the  commutation  act,  it  was 
announced  that  the  Government  had  its  option  to  pay  in 
money  or  certificates— and  knowing  that  there  was  no 
money  in  the  Federal  Treasury,  the  officers  expected  to 
be  paid  in  certificates,  and' In  nothing  else.  The  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  else  to  give  at  the  time.  It  gave  the 
officers  what  it  gave  all  its  other  creditors  \  and,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act,  they  were  to  be  placed  on  the  precise 
footing  of  the  other  creditors.  Yet  they  did  not  remon- 
strate or  object,  so  fkr  as  could  be  learned  from  any  evi- 
dence before  tlie  Senate.  From  the  moment,  then,  that 
they  accepted  that  which  was  agreed  on  and  tendered, 
being  all  that  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  being  that 
to  which  they  did  not  object,  the  Government  was  legally 
and  morally  absolved  from  all  obligation  to  them  upon  tlie 
More  of  justice,  other  than  the  redemption  of  these  certi- 
ficates, so  soon  as  the  means  of  its  Treasury  would  per- 
mit. In  the  course  of  time,  this  was  done  ;  not,  indeed, 
by  the  Government  of  the  Confederation,  but  by  that 
now  existing  under  the  present  Constitution.  -So  soon 
as  it  was  organized,  it  made  provision  for  funding  these 
certificates,  with  all  others  issued  upon  the  faitli  and  ere 
dit  of  the  former  Government,  and  provided  ample  funds 
for  their  redemption.  Those  who  held  their  certificates, 
then,  received  their  full  par  valtie.  Such  of  the  officers  as 
had  retained  theirs,  tlicn  received,  in  money,  the  amount 
which  had  been  promised  them.  It  may  be,  as  had 
been  said,  that  the  necessities  of  many  of  them  com- 
pelled them  to  sell,  before  this  period,  at  a  greatl)'  de- 
preciated  value.      This    was,   indeed,    unfortunate    for 


them.  But  no  Government  can  provide  against  the  ne- 
ccMities  of  its  citizens,  whether  such  necessities  were 
the  result  of  misfortune  or  imprudence.  The  Govern- 
ment paid  as  soon  as  it  could. 

But  if  the  Government  is  bound  to  make  g^ood  to  these 
officers  the  loss  incurred  by  the  depreciation  of  their 
certificates,  the  same  principles  of  justice  would  create 
a  similar  obligation  to  make  good  the  loss  incurred  by 
all  other  creditors  of  the  old  Confederated  Gjvem« 
ment,  for  the  depreciation  of  their  certificates.  It  would 
extend  to  the  families  of  all  the  deceased  officers  and 
soldiers.  It  would  extend  te  all  certificates  for  what- 
ever purpose  issued.  It  would  extend,  with  equal 
strength,  to  those  who  were  paid  in  depreciated  curren- 
cy, during  the  late  war.  It  was  known  to  him,  Mr.  C. 
said,  that  the  Georgia  militia,  in  that  war,  were  paid  in 
a  paper  currency  which,  in  Boston,  couki  not  have 
been  sold  for  half  its  nominal  value.  It  is  also  known 
that  many  persons  were  paid  m  Treasury  notes,  >vhich, 
likewise,  greatly  depreciated  in  value.  Surclyt  if  a 
part  of  the  creditors  of  the  Revolutionary  war  was  to 
be  indemnified  for  their  loss  by  depreciation,  all  the 
creditors  of  that  war  were  entitled  to  a  like  indemnifi- 
cation. To  indemnify  these  would  require  an  immense 
sum.  If  to  these  be  added  the  creditors  of  the  late  war, 
who  incurred  losses  in  the  same  manner,  tlie  whole 
revenues  of  the  Government,  applied  to  tliat  aole  ob- 
ject, for  years  to  come,  would  be  insufficient  to  satisfy 
the  claims.  Mr.  C.  asked  gentlemen  what  they  woukl 
say  to  a  claim  of  this  kind,  made  by  those  who  lost  by 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency  in  the  late  war  ? 
Doubtless  they  would  reject  it— and  yet,  in  Mr.  C'a  opin- 
ion, these  had  as  fair  a  claim  upon  the  Government, 
upon  t»:i8  principle,  as  the  favored  objecU  of  this  bill. 
It  is  true,  no  sucn  claim  has  yet  been  made  by  the  offi- 
cers or  soldiers  of  the  late  war  j  but,  should  this  bill 
pass,  at  some  future  period  he  should  not  be  ^irprised 
if  one  shoukl  be  brought  forward. 

In  every  aspect,  then,  in  which  he,  Mr.  C.  had  been 
able  to  view  the  subject  he  could  see  no  ground  upon 
which  a  claim  to  the  provisions  «*f  this  bill  could  be 
urged,  in  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, upon  the  principle  that  there  is  any  debt  due  them, 
or  that  strict  and  ample  justice  has  not  been  done  them. 
If  the  bill  passes  at  all,  its  passage  must  be  founded 
upon  a  different  principle,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  demand- 
eel  by  the  gratitude  which  we  owe  them,  for  the  services 
they  have  rendered.  This,  said  Mr.  C  places  it  upon 
the  ground  of  a  mere  gratuity  of  f  1,100,000  to  be  made 
to  some  two  or  three  hundred  individuals. 

And  here,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  venture  to  express 
an  opinion,  which  might  appear  to  be  novel  to  many. 
It  was,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  power  m 
CongrcsK,  derived  from  the  Ctmstitution,  to  bestow  the 
piiblic  money  in  gratuities.  It  is  true,  that  the  Federal 
Government  possesses  an  unlimited  power  of  taxation  ? 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  it  possesses  a  Uke  unlimited 
power  of  appropriation.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought 
that  the  objects  to  which  the  revenue,  raised  by  this 
unlimited  power  to  tax,  could  be  appn^priated,  were  all 
defined  and  limited  by  the  other  grants  of  power  in  the 
Constitution.  Among  these  other  grants  he >  did  not 
find  one,  either  expressed  or  implied,  to  make  gratoitics 
of  the  public  treasure.  Upon  this  g^round,  alone,  then, 
he  could  not  give  his  support  to  this  bill.  He  believed 
that  such  a  mode  of  appropriating  the  money,  raised  by 
taxing  the  labor  of  the  people,  was  of  the  most  perni- 
cious tendency,  and  at  war  with  all  the  soimd  principles 
unnn  which  a  republican  form  of  Government  shouki  be 
admini&tcred. 

But,  said  Mr.  C.  if  gratuities  are  to  be  bestowed, 
they  should  be  granted  upon  principles  of  equal  and 
impart'al  justice.     Out  grateful  feelings,    he   thouglit. 
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ought  not  to  be  expressed  to  the  surviving  Officers  of  i 
th£  Revohttionary  Continental  Army  alone.  There  j 
were  others  equally  entitled  to  our  gratitude  and  our  \ 
bounty.  In  advcrtmg  to  these,  as  he  should  now  do, ! 
he  hoped  he  should  not  be  considered  as  malcing  un- . 
just  comparisons,  or  drawing  invidious  distinctions—  | 
•uch  was  not  his  intention.  Against  the  sui*yiving  Offi- 1 
cers  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  particular  objects  of  this 
bill,  he  was  sure  he  felt  no  unkind  prejudices.  On  the 
contrary,  he  entertained  the  proloundest  respect  for 
their  characters,  and  a  grateful  sense  for  their  services. 
He  would  not  utter  a  word  that  could  tarnish  the  lustre 
of  their  deeds,  achieved  in  the  glorious  war  of  the  Re- 
volution. He  wouM  not  breathe  a  thought,  which,  in 
its  effects,  might  blight  the  laurels  they  have  won,  and 
which  yet  bloom  in  the  undiminished  vigor  of  youthful 
growth  upon  their  wrinkled  brows.  But,  yet,  he  must 
hie  permitted  to  say,  that  there  were  others  equally  me- 
ritorious with  them,  and  for  whom,  or  their  fkmilies, 
every  principle  of  justice  or  gratitude,  by  which  the 
Senate  may  be  actuated  to  pass  this  bill,  should  equally 
impel  it  to  rnake  provision. 

The  first  class  of  these  to  which  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate,  was  the  Soldiers  of  the  Continental 
Army.*  To  use  the  language  of  their  zealous  and  elo- 
quent advocate,  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Pjiruis] 
Wiey  fought  by  the  side  of  the  officer  :  their  hardships, 
their  privations,  and  tlieir  suffisrihg^  were  far  greater  ? 
their  reward  and  their  expectations  far  less  than  those  of 
the  officers.  It  has  been  said  that,  at  least,  they  were 
clothed  at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  If  there  is 
truth  in  History,  this  was  not  the  fact ;  they  were  promt 
Bed  clothing,  yet  they  seldom  received  enough  to  cover 
their  nakedness.  This  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  makes 
no  provision  for  these.  Yet,  he  thought  their  claims  upoh 
the  gratitude  of  this  Nation  not  less  strong  than  those  of 
their  officers.  Why,  then,  not  make  them  also' partici- 
pants of  this  g'-atuity  }  Hut  they  had,  in  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  pAmnisJa  more  efficient  advocate  than 
himself,  and  to  him  he  would  leave  the  support  of  their 
cause. 

Another  class  of  persons,  to  whom  he  would  next  ad- 
vert, were  such 'Officers  as  resigned  their  commissions 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  and,  therefore,  -may 
be  said  not  to  have  *•  served  to  the  end  of  the  war."  The 
venerable  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  S.Smith]  who 
warmly  advocates  this  Mil,  informs  the  Senate  that  he  was 
one  of  them,  and  that  he  makes  no  claim  to  the  provi- 
aons  of  this  bill.  Yet  he  CMr.  C]  could  not  see  why 
they  were  not  equally  entitled  to  our  gratitude  and  botm- 
ty.  Many  of  them  performed  the  most  glorious  services, 
and  encountered  the  greatest  perils  of  the  war.  Many 
never  resigned  until  hostilities  had  ceased,  and  the  ene- 
my had  been  expelled,  though  peace  was  not  actually 
concluded.  Who  were  more  meritorious  than  these  ? 
But  their  brother  in  arms,  the  Hero  of  Mud  Island,  [Ge- 
neral Smith,  of  Maryland^]  renounces  their  cause,  and 
refuses  to  be  their  advocate  !  It  was,  then,  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he  [Mr.  C]  should  urge  their  claims,  or  de- 
fend their  rights. 

There  was  a  third  class  of  persons,  for  many  of  whom 
OUT  warmest  sympathies  should  be  excited.  'These  were 
the  fkmilies  of  those  deceased  Officers,  who,  like  the 
present  applicants  for  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  had  serv- 
ed to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  received  the  commutation. 
Whether  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  to  be  referred  to  a 
sense  of  justice  or  gratitude,  its  provi»ons  should  extend 
to  this  class  also.  Are  the  Senate  about  to  make  this 
provision  for  the  surviving  Officers,  because  it  is  believed 
that  there  is  a  debt  due  them,  and  that  it  is  but  just  now 
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to  pve  them  that  to  which  they  were  long  ago  entitled  .' 
The  same  debt  was  due  to  the  deceased  Omcers,  and  wat 
withheld  from  them  in  like  manner.  Are  we  about  to 
express  our  deep  sense  of  rratitudc  to  those  who  contri- 
buted so  much  to  achieve  the  liberties  of  our  country,  by 
making  a  gratuity  of  one  million  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  a  certain  number  of  them  ^  Those  who  are 
deceased  were  not  less  ardent  or  conspicuous  in  the  glo- 
rious struggle,  and  many  of  them  probably  more  so.  It 
is  urged  that  many  of  the  survivors  are  poor  and  needy, 
and  tottering  upon  the  verge  of  the  grave,  without  the 
means  of  comfortable  subsistence.  So,  also,  many  who 
are  gone,  died  in  poverty,  and  bequeathed  to  their  fami- 
lies naught  but  suffering  and  want.  He  [Mr.  CjJ  had 
been  personally  acquainted  with  fivt.  of  those  Officers, 
who  had  died  in  Georgia,  w>t^  the  last  five  or  six  years. 
Of  these,  two,  Major  Worsham  and  Captain  Stevens,  he 
knew  to  have  died  poor,  and  left  their  families  in  a  de- 
pendent condition.  They  were  both  pensioners  when 
they  died.  The  latter  had  been  supported  for  years  by 
the  industry,  and  cherished  by  the  affectionate  care  of  a 
son  and  son-in-law.  Some  years  before  his  death,  he 
made  application  to  be  placed  on  the  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sion List.  He  was  refused,  because  he  was  yet  master  of 
a  piece  of  poor  land,  and  a  house,  wherein  he  could 
shelter  himself.  He  finally  determined  to  visit  Washing- 
ton, and  exhibit  himself  perionally  to  the  President.  Hia 
visit  was  at  a  fortunate  period.  Lafayette  had  just  land- 
ed upon  our  shores,  ana  every  heart  beat  with  gratitude. 
In  Captain  Stevens  he  recognized  a  companion  in  arms. 
At  such  a  period  he  presented  his  palsied  fhame  at  the 
War  Department,  and,  as  Mr.  C.  had  been  informed,  was 
on  the  next  day  placed  on  the  pension  list.  He  lived  but 
little  more  than  a  year  thereafter.  And  is  nothing  to  be 
done  for  the  families  of  such  men  as  these  >    Upon  what 

{>rinciple  of  justice  or  gratitude  st)all  provision  be  made 
or  those  sur\'iving  Officers  whose  necessities  have  never 
driven  them  to  be?  a  pension,  and  all  provision  be  with- 
held  from  the  families  of  those  who  have  died  in  want  ? 
Justice  and  g^ratitude  revolt  at  the  idea. 

Another  of  these  Officers  had  died  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, though  not  rich.  He  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  He  meant  Gen.  David 
Meriwether.  Prom  his  knowledge  of  the  man,  he  was 
impressed  with  the  belief  that,  were  he  now  a  member 
of  Congress,  he  would  never  give  his  assent  to  this  bill, 
or  any  other,  founded  on  similar  principles. 

The  fourth  and  last  class  of  persons,  said  Mr.  C,  of 
whom  he  would  speak,  was  the  Militia,  already  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hmith.]  He 
repeated  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  any  uncharitable 
comparisons.  Yet  he  thought  the  merit  and  services  of 
these  equal  to  those  of  the  applicants  for  this  bill,  or,  in- 
deed, any  other  clam  of  persons  engaged  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. If  gentlemen  would  revert  to  the  history  of  that 
war,  they  would  find  that,  in  the  Southern  States,  and  es- 
pecially In  Georgia,  upon  them  was  placed  the  burthen 
of  the  contest— 'they  were  the*  bulwark  of  our  defence. 
The  aid  derived  from  the  regulars  was  comparatively  tri- 
fling. The  British  forces  were  not  the  only  ones  with 
which  they  had  to  contends  The  Southern  States  were 
filled  with  tones  ;  and,  in^  these,  they  encountered  ene- 
mies a  thousand  tiroes  more  rancorous  than  the  Britisli. 
During  periods  of  disaster,  to  which  a  militia,  contending 
with  a  regular  force,  are  always  more  or  less  subject, 
they  were  hunted,  by  these,  from  the  fields  to  the  reces- 
ses of  the  forest,  and  again  driven  from  thence  to  the 
caves  of  the  mouotttna.  From  these  fastnesses  they 
would  watch  their  opportunities,  and,  as  these  were  pre- 
sented, they  woQld  emerge  from  their  hiding  ])lacefi,  and, 
turning  upon  their  enemies,  make  them  feel  the  full 
weight  of  their  vengeance. 
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Mr.  C.  said  that  he  liad  at  that  moment  upon  his  table 
a  petition  fram  a  man  who  had  served  in  tlic  militia  dur- 
ing the  whole  war.*  No  roan  had  encountered  more  pe- 
rils, or  paased*  witii  life,  through  more  dangers.  He  had 
been  hunted  fh)m  place  to  place  like  a  wild  beast,  by  en- 
emies determined  upon  his  destruction,  by  whom  he  was 
frequently  shot»  ana  who  finally  inflicted  upon  him  what 
they  believed  to  be  a  mortal  wound.  But  he  sur\'ived  it» 
and  yet  lives.  He  states  himself  now  to  be  in  ytry.  redu- 
ced circumstances,  and  prays  a  pension,  or  some  other 
provision.  He  has  never  received  a  dollar  for  all  his  ser. 
rices,  his  perils,  or  his  wounds.  I  have  not  yet  presented 
his  petition,  because  1  know  that,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  exisdng  laws,  he  can  obtain  no  relief.  But,  when 
we  are  about  ta  bestow  gratuities  for  services  rendered 
in  that  memoi'able  cont^L  who  is  better  entitled  to  a 
share  of  them  than  tfuch  Kian  ?t 

It  had  been  stated,  the  other  day,  on  another  occasion, 
that  General  Sumpter,  whose  name  is  identified  with  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  in  the  South,  was  reduced  to  beg- 
gary, and  had  been  dragged  to  the  threshold  of  a  jaU. 
Of  the  value  of  his  services  there  was  no  doubt  It 
would  seem  that  his  indigence  was  greater  than  most  of 
the  objects  of  the  bill  under  consideration.  Why  is  it 
that  no  provision  is  to  be  made  for  him  ^ 

It  liaa  been  inquired,  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill, 
whether,  if  it  should  be  so  altered  as  to  extend  iu  provi- 
sions  to  all  those  of  whom  he  had  spoken,  would  gentle- 
men, now  opposed  to  it,  give  it  their  support  >  Answering 
for  himself  alone,  Mr.  C  said  he  would  not.  His  reasons 
he  had  already  endeavored  to  explain.  He  tliought  there 
was  nothing  due  to  them,  which  they  had  a  right  to  de- 
mand»  upon  pi  inciples  either  of  justice  or  gratitude.  The 
old  Congress  ha(d  done  all  that  it  had  promised,  in  such 
manner  as  the  circumstances  of  the  times  permitted.  It 
bad  done  all  that  the  officers  expected,  or  had  a  right  to 
expect  He  believed  that  the  system  of  pensions  had 
already  been  carried  to  too  great  an  extent  in  this  coun- 
try. He  believed  that  the  gratuitous  appropriation  of 
the  public  treasure  was  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution, 
and  pernicious  in  its  political  tendency.  Yet,  if  the  public 
money  was  to  be  thus  appropriated,  he  thought  that  it. 
shculd  be  applied  in  a  just  and  impartial  manner.  Let  all 
who  were  equally  meritorious  be  equally  rewarded. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  unwiUing,  at  such  a  late  hour,  to 
impose  longer  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate.  He  felt 
himself  constrained,  be  repealed,  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  then  intimated  that  he  destp^ned  to  i 
ftddress  the  Senate,  to-morrow,  in  &vor  of  the  claim.  | 

TUURSDAT,  J  Air  U  AST  31,  1828. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  statement 
of  facts,  of  great  length,  from  Duff  Green,  in  explanation 
of  the  provocation  which  produced  the  outrage  com- 
plained of  in  the  memorial  of  £.  V.  Sparhawk,  the  sub- 
■tance  of  whioh  was,  tlwt  a  letter  having  appeared  in 
the  New  York  American,  accusing  Mr.  Randolph  of  a 
concert  with  the  editar  of  the  Telegraph  in  misreport- 
ing  tlie  speech  of  Mr.  R.  in  which  he  spoke,  of  hanging 
any  one  who  would  introduce  the  "  Irish"  or  *'  slave*^ 
(on  which  tlie  debate  arose)  into  Virginia  (  that  he  (Duff 
Green)  having  received,  from  John  S«  Meehan,  inform 
matiou  tliat  Mr.  Sparhawk  had  acknowledged  the  au- 
thorship of  the  correspondence  in  the  American — to  use 
the  language  of  the  document,  **  Felt  aa  evei^  honorable 
"  roan,  he  trusts,  would  feel  in  his  situation,  as  the  editor 
<*  of  a  public  journal  of  extensive  circulation,  the  U4e- 
"  fulness  of  whioh  must  mainly  depend  upon  the  charac- 
"  ter  of  the  editor  for  veracity,  which  he  has  ever  been 
'*  anxious  to  maintuii"^and  that,  accordingly,  he  (Duff 
Green)  met  Mr.  Sparhawk,  and  inquired  of  him  if  he 
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was  the  writer  of  the  letter;  and,  not  reeeiving  a  sa< 
tisfactory  answer,  he  (Duff  Green)  proceeded  to  assault 
Mr.  Sparhawk,  having  no  intention  to  offer  personal  in- 
jur}' to  him,  his  sole  object  being,  not  to  hurt,  but  to 
disgrace  him.  *'  Nothing  was  further  fh)m  his  (Duff 
"  Green's)  intention,  than  to  infrin^,  in  any  degree,  on 
<<  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,"  it  being  impossible  that  he 
could  feel  any  other  sentiment  towards  that  body,  than 
tiie  most  profound  respect.  He  remarks  that,  **  if  Mr. 
*'  Sparhawk  be  under  the  protection  of  your  honorable 
*<  body,  in  consequence  of  a  permission  te  have  a  seat 
**in  the  Chamber,  as  a  reporter  of  the  Debates,  the 
'*  duty  which  has  been  assigned  by  you  to  the  underaif^n- 
"  ed,  places  him  equally  under  your  protection ;  and  if  it 
**  be  an  injury  to  Mr.  Sparhawk  to  be  disgraced,  as  he 
*'  was,  it  is  no  less  an  injury  (although  accompanied  by 
''"no  disgrace)  to  be  represanted  as  a  profligate  instru- 
*'  ment  of  falsifying  the  reports  of  tlie  proceedings  of 
«  the  CO  ordinate  branch  of  Congress."  The  document 
concluded  by  an  apology  for  its  uncommon  length,  and 
the  expression  of  regret  for  consuming  the  time  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  letter  of  Mr.' Green  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sun'iving  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army,  being  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  was  then  taken  up.     On  tlie  question  of  . 
filling  the  blank  with  $  1,200,000  : 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  in  prefkcing  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  observed,  that  Mr.  Vav  Braair, 
who  had  moved  the  adjournment  on  yesterday,  had  yield- 
ed the  Boor  to  him,  being  desirous,  before  addressing 
the  Senate,  of  hearing  all  the  objections  that  were  to  be 
made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  followed  Mr.  S.  at  great  length,  in 
favor  of  the  claims. 

[The  Editors  have  been  unable  to  obtain  accurate  re* 
ports  of  either  of  the  above  speeches.] 

FaiDAT,   FXBBUABT  1,  1838. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday— A  bill  to  provide 
for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  Officers  of  the  Revcdu- 
tionary  Army — was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BRANCH,  who  moved  the  adjournment  of  yester- 
day,  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  MACON  rose,  and,  after  some  general  remarks^ 
pronounced  a  high  encomium  on  the.  military  services  of 
the  gentleman  m>m  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,]  As  to  the 
claims  of  these  officers,  we  all  know  the  straits  to  which 
the  Government  was  put  to  get  along,  at  that  tinae  ;  aod 
that  the  Old  Congress  was  so  hard  run  that  they  tried  to 
get  lands  to  pay  their  debts  with.  And,  before  the  Coii<* 
stitution  was  adopted,  the  State  of  Virginia  surcendered 
her  landa  to  the  United  States ;  whether  wisely  or  not»  I 
don't  pretend  to  say.  The  Government  wanted  the^e 
lands  to  raise  funds  to  pay  ofi*  their  obligations.  The 
States  could  not  help  them.  A  great  portion  of  the  couo* 
try  had  been  so  destroyed  that  it  was  as  much  as  the  Peo* 
pie  could  do  to  live.  Almost  every  man  had  been  burnt 
out  at  the  pnd  of  the  war  ;  and  tluit  family  which  had  a 
cow  left,  wtis  considered  fortunate.  Wel^  sir,  you  now 
call  on  these  People,  or  their  descendents,  to  help  theie 
officers  whose  families  were  better  ofiT  during  the  time  of 
danger. 

Sir,  had  I  a  talent  for  descriptioi),  I  would  diapli^  to 
you  a  picture  of  those  times,  which  would  shake  the 
stoutest  heart.  I  would  show  you  tlie  wretched  wcnneu, 
(whose  husbands  were  defending  the  countiy  in  the  mili- 
tia ranks,)  with  their  hungiy^  barefoot,  almost  naked 
children  hanf:uiig  round  them,  contempla^g  the  baming 
ittins  of  their  £omtf«— without  a  sbeltei^  end  witbetti  e 
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itortel  to  su|>pl7  the  wants  of  their  weeping*  babes.  These 
things  bftve  passed  awayt  and  thoinands  of  instances  like 
this  are  not  now  remembered.  The  Old  Gonmss  had 
the  most  difficult  task  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  States. 
His  own  State  paid  millions,  beades  the  vast  amount  of 
priTate  losses.  The  People  entered  into  the  contest  with 
the  utiiKMt  spirit,  and  followed  the  enemy  with  as  much 
avidity  as  ever  Col.  Boone  followed  an  Indian  in  his  life. 
There  was  a  continual  skirmishing  kept  up  :  and,  on  the 
Bfitish  side,  when  the  Americans  were  taken  or  surprised, 
it  was  whippings  hanging,  and  burning.  When  the  paper 
money  ran  out,  what  was  to  be  done  f  It  could  well  be 
recollected  what  was  the  state  of  the  country  after  the 
battle  of  Guillbrd.  The  paper  money  had  run  out,  and 
there  was  no  spe<fie .  Congress  then  took  up  a  new  plan, 
and  the  Continental  bills  run  doWh  to  one  eighth  of  their 
nominal  value,  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  very 
well  knows.  In  my  State  there  wu  but  little  Conttnentid 
money.  The  State  struck  some  paper  of  its  own,  which 
sold  at  10  per  cent.,  and,  when  the  confiscated  propecty 
was  sold,  the  notes  were  redeemed.  This  was  not  done 
by  any  other  State  ;  and  many  of  the  States  paid  the  in- 
terest on  the  Continental  certificates.  The  last  cow  and 
the  last  horse  went  to  keep  up  the  contest  $  and  perhaps 
nothing  was  less  thought  of  than  individual  interest. 
Tliere  were  no  better  troops  in  the  war  than  the  Lines  of 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware  {  but  it  Aras  no 
safer  for  the  inhabitants  to  be  with  them,  than  with  the 
enemy.  The  regular  troops  were,  he  knew,  very  much 
distressed  \  but  were  they  more  so  than  the  militia  ?  They 
were  all  paid  alike  with  the  Continental  certificates. 
Every  body  was  compelled  to  make  sacrifices ;  and  it  was 
worse  for  the  People  to  get  along  than  settling  a  new 
coantry.  The  contributions  had  been  so  closely  levied, 
and  the  ravages  so  greats  that,  where  the  two  armies  had 
beeii»  there  was  no  provisions,  and  few  houses.  The  Con- 
tinental money  was  the  only  currency  in  the  country. 

Gen.  Hamilton  was  a  man  who  undertook  few  things 
that  he  did  not  undertand ;  and  he  took  great  pains  to 
get  this  .commutation  done  for  the  officers.  It  could 
hardly  be  supposed  that  he  would  do  what  would  be  io> 
jurious  to  his  feUow  officers.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  mentioned  the  climates  of  Carlisle  and  Blont- 
pelier  as  sUndards.  They  are  both  healthy  places.  But 
do  they  suppose  that  they  will  apply  to  this  country  ? 
Col.  Hamilton  was  sufficiently  acouainted  with  the  mat-  > 
ter,  and  knew  the  rates  of  annuities,  and  he  fixed  upon  | 
five  ^ears.  The  commutation  was,  no  doubt,  a  matter  of; 
f  gratiftcation  to  the  officers  at  the  time.  But  it  was  main-  • 
tained  by  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  and  by  the  gentle- ' 
man  from  New  T'ork,  that  everv  individual  among  the  of- 1 
Beers  did  notassent  to  it  But  it  was  decided  by  the  ma- 1 
jority  of  the  Lines,  and  that  was  sufficient.  The  same 
principle  applied  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 
That  was  done  by  the  vote  nine  States.  It  was  then  argu- 
ed that  it  must  be  done  b^  the  vote  of  the  whole ;  but  the 
mnjority  ruled.  And  so  it  ought  to  in  this  case.  It  is 
said  that  the  elder  officers  imide  a  |food  bargain,  while 
the  younger  ones  suflered-  But,  is  it  to  be  shpposed 
that  the  senior  officers  would  make  a  good  bargum  for 
themaelvea  and  a  bad  one  for  their  juniors  }  Notbmg  has 
the  effect  to  produce  mutual  attachment  more  than  mu* 
tual  enfrering  \  and  these  men  had  sufTefed  together. 
Would  General  Wayne  or  General  Srukllwood,  who  be- 
gan the  Revolution,  and  went  tlirough  it,  have  done  so  ? 
I  do  not  believe  it.  I  say,  sir,  that,  ^ith  regard  to  this 
bill,  no  man  has  any  claim  upon  the  Government  for  more 
than  he  received  :  neither  these  officers  nor  the  militia. 
Hut,  should  I  admit  their  claim,  and  allow  that  it  was,  as 
the  gentleman  tells  us,  founded  on  equity,  will  it  be  urged 
that  a  man's  claims  of  this  kind  don't  descend  to  his  hein? 
Doea  the  gentleman  from  New  York  think  so  ?  But  every 
thing  was  now  different.  Every  thing  was  turned  upside 
Vol-  IT— 15 


down.  It  was  once  supposed  that  when  a  man  died  he 
paid  his  last  debt,  and  settled  his  accounts  with  the  world. 
But  it  is  not  so  now. 

The  history  of  the  Revolution,  as  to  the  partisan  war- 
fare in  the  Southern  country,  had  never  given  any  idea  of 
the  truth.  The  memory  of  Sumptcr  and  Marion  was  held 
in  high  esteem  ;  but  half  that  they  did  was  never  told, 
except  by  some  old  people  to  the  children  of  the  present 
day.  But  history  don't  stoop  to  the  militia.  The  battle 
of  the  Cowpens  is  almost  the  only  action  that  figures  in 
the  history  of  the  war  in  the  South.  But  I  have  a  {gen- 
tleman in  my  eye  who  did  as  gallant  a  thinr  in  the  militia 
as  was  ever  done  by  regular  troops.  Nobouy  had  a  great- 
er respect  for  the  regulars  and  militia  who  fouglit  at  the 
Cowpens  .*  but  there  was  another  action  performed  by— - 
[The  name  of  the  officer  escaped  the  Reporter,  (he  thinks 
it  was  Col.  Tazewell,)  as  also  the  location  of  this  battle. 
Mr.  M.,  at  this  point  of  his  remarks,  directed  bis  speech 
to  another  part  of  the  Chamber,  and  was,  consequently* 
npt  heard.] — That,  he  considered  the  most  important 
event  of  the  war.  There  were  among  the  humbler  df« 
ficers  many  striking  examples  of  bravery  and  paU'iotism. 
There  were  many  others  who  sacrificed  vast  fortunes  in 
supporting  the  cause  of  the  Revolution.  In  the  State  of 
New  York  there  were  some  striking  instances  of  the  kind. 
Governor  Clinton  was  more  honored  by  his  actions  than 
bv  the  Vice  Presidency  ;  and  his  stubborn  whiggery  gave 
him  the  strongest  hold  on  the  affections  of  the  People. 

It  was  impossible  to  go  into  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
make  selections  of  individuals,  or  do  justice  to  any  one 
set  of  men.  It  was  utterly  imposiible.  He  recollected 
when  Mr.  Monroe's  bill  was  introduced  in  the  other 
House,  only  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  asked  for. 
The  sum  has  gone  on  increasing — ^and  it  only  shows  thai 
this  thing  is  like  putting  your  nand  to  the  plough— you 
never  can  get  off  again.  You  take  one  step,  and  you 
must  go  on.  It  is  an  unpleasant  tiling  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  the  Senate  tliinks  founded  in  justice — but 
it  was  his  honest  opinion  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 
He  should  be  sorr^  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one.  The 
bill  would  have  suited  him  better,  had  it  pointed  out  how 
much  each  ^piide  of  officers  was  to  receive,  ^e  should  then 
have  liked  it  better,  although,  even  in  that  foim,  he  should 
not  have  voted  for  it.  The  sum  now  put  in  was  in  th« 
lump  \  and  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  be  divided. 
As  to  the  sufTerings  of  these  officers^  other  i^Uases  of 
people  had  suffered  equally.  He  knew  insikanceB  where 
individuals  had  had  their  houses  burnt  o^er  twice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Y9rk  siCid,  the  t>ther  day,  a 
great  deal  about  the  glory  and  hq^tor  of  the  country.  But 
I  like  some  other  thing«  mu<;Si  better.  For^  «'ir,  when  I 
hear  of  glory  and  honor,  I  Always  think  of  war  and  blood- 
shed.  The  happiness  of  the  People  seems  to  me  much 
better,  aifd  1  ahouU  be  more  pleased  to  see  the  duty  on 
salt  taken  off,  ♦  nan  increased  by  a  war,  in  which  the  coun- 
try wsu  to  ^n  honor  and  glory.  But  the  gentleman  ftom 
Nrw  Y;,rk  dont  want  to  see  it  leiKned. 

[Mr.  M.  here  made  an  alluiion  to  John  Hanooek  and 
sSamuel  Adamsi  whieh  wm  notheavd  by  the  Repoitcr.] 

We  are  told»  by  the  gentlemen  over  tke  way»  [Messrs. 
WoosBOav,  fianaisir,  and  HAnmiaov,]  that  it  is  a  debt» 
which  this  bill  is  to  pay.  But  I  should  Hke  to  know  how, 
under  that  argument,  they  can  bring  forward  their  claim, 
with  a  receipt  in  full  staring  it  in  Uie  face.  And  I  aak 
whether  this  bijl  is  any.moi  e  a  ftilfilment  of  tlie  contract 
than  the  commutation  act  >  Do  you  propose  to  pay  the 
full  amount  of  the  half-pay  ?  No,  you  g^ve  them  the  old 
certificates^  with  interest.  Fashions  are  continually  change 
ing.  The  time  is  within  my  memory  when  we  were  a- 
free,  content,  and  happy  People.  We  go  now  for  gkny 
and.  honor,  %$  the  gentleman- from  New  York  olMierves. 
We  are  told  cuntiiiually  that  this  is  a  great  and  growing 
Peoplf .    I  think  we  are  growing  rathor  too  fiat    The 
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porerty  of  the  People  is  never  taken  into  consideration. 
We  count  tlie  numbers  only.  I  ask,  if  this  was  a  claim, 
whj  it  did  not  go  to  the  Committee  or  Claims  ?  What 
need  was  there  for  a  Select  Committee  ?  It  was,  I  sup- 
pose, to  g^ve  force  to  the  application.  Tlte  real  reason 
why  the  commutation  act  was  passed  was  that  pensions 
were^ouglit  disgraceful.  I'his  induced  the  Orocers  to 
consent  to  commute  their  half-pay.  He  tliought  the 
principle  of  this  bill  no  better  than  that  proposed  in  the 
time  of  Mr  Monroe. 

[Mr.  BERRIEN  here  handed  Mr.  MACON  a  paper- 
on  which  Mr.  M.  made  an  acknowledgement  of  bemg  in 
eiTor — but  in  what  respect,  tlie  Reporter  could  not  hear.] 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said  that  it  is  a  re- 
proach upon  the  countr)*  that  this  debt  has  not  been  paid 
before.  I  should  like  to  know  who  caused  tills  reproach. 
If  we  bad  the  wealtli  of  all  the  world,  we  could  not  get 
rid  of  it.  Do  all  you  can,  you  cannot  satisfy  all  the 
claims.  You  may  live  to  be  as  old  as  Methuselali,  and 
you  could  not  do  it.  Some  gentlemen  think  it  could  be 
done  with  a  few  millions.  But  we  have  enough  to  do  to 
take  care  of  ourselves.  Tlie  gentleman  also  said  that  the 
commutation  was  inadequate — and,  in  the  same  breath, 
he  praised  the  old  Congress,  who  framed  it,  in  the  high- 
est tnanner. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  explained.  He  had  not  attributed 
the  deficiency  of  the  commutation  to  any  imjust  or  unfair 
intention  towards  the  Officers.  But  he  had  said  that  se- 
ven years*  fiill  pay  was  their  Just  equivalent,  and  that, 
the  present  applicants  having  lived  so  long,  the  operation 
of  the  act  upon  them  was  unjust. 

Mr.  MACON  resumed.  Til  say  no  more  on  that  point. 
We've  been  told  about  Shylock  doings,  &c.  What  the 
remark  appUea  to,  I  don't  know.  I  believe  1  have  said 
enough  to  show  that  it  can't  apply  to  the  old  Congress. 
I  don't  know  but  it  may  refer  to  those  who  vote  aj^inst 
this  bill.  It  must  apply  to  somebody.  Really,  he  did  not 
see  how  this  country  could  have  been  more  lavish  in  ex- 
penditures. But  every  means  must  be  taken  to  increase 
them.  We  must  fimd  the  public  debt,  and  divide  five 
millions  among  the  States.  Next  to  the  army  which  at- 
ehieved  our  independence,  those  men  will  deserve  the 
thanks  of  the  nation,  who  shall  wipe  the  public  debt  from 
the  records  of  the  country.  It  had  been  said  that  one- 
third  wai  lost  by  the  funding  system.  1  never  heard  that 
fact :  for,  as  soon  as  the  fundmg  system  began;  there 
M'erc  riders  from  Pbilitdelphia,  iind  New  Ydrk,  and  the 
Kaatwvrd,  stuttered  all  over  the  country,  as  thick  as  evef" 
t?Ti'pedl*rs  wioe,  Ifathteiing  up  the  paper— whidi  gave  » 
spring  to  the  btiBJness,  rather  than  otlterwiae.  There 
We»  no  post  foada  thei^,  Mxxt  p6ople  could  travel,  when 
tftelr  iiltereitB  were  coitcerftftd,  w'ltboot  them.  Will  any  j 
^fitleitian  lay  Ms  hand  oil  hk  fceaft  and  say  tliat  he  thmks 
tkere  wasany  unfairness^  in  the  funding  system  f  If  gen^ 
ttenMh^ill  exwnine  ttie.  funding  ayrtem,  they  will  find 
tlUit'.tll«re'^as«  planiomnke  speculators  disgorge  their 
iHHW*«  weafth.    ,  -  ^  ^  '  ^  '"    "      ^     ^ 

>'f  look^^pAn  «bo<ftbjetit  of  tIAi  bill  to  be  to  tak«  so  nfuoh* 
money  out  of  tbe^pookctii'of.tiie  dOMendants  of  tUe  loK 
&fB,4»imyHo  «h«!le  iadindiitfs.  Wevcmo^e^ii^potod 
to  )i«lf»'Mmlo-i%rtk)in;£'we:'kiiMiii  HMUft-whoiftWe  «don^t 
IMMTM . W^4e«l'Dim  far^Mi^igilborfe  than  fdt  tiMif- 
«||M  •oesoiifc^.%  WeA«i«iottW«rUb-th4i -officer^  4«idvwi^ 
JmMk&i^  vtkthitMm-.  CJBoL^iitt  JMom  «dtUng' t>f  the* 
^aicrnj  -rM'tt^kk  jttateiiMOtrthKt  the  -M^vykind  t.ine 
dhHiet'4^tee  toJthe  eommulpitioi^  he.  believed  *thoy  ae- 


M^Oiweii'liavo  i».polilfio«l«gbH4»idvare  neeessarily  pas-  j 
■kvo-niirevers,-.  There,  wese  iio  petitioM.fton  woitttn,  and  j 
110  C»iMiiitt«e  anpo'Mted  xm  their  cjaymk-  They  «t^  { 
h«iii©"«if*'OW«iaed^e.iBiitiif»af  pallecioe  wd<nd»«trj.  t 


1  am  not  ^r  glory  and  honor.  I  go  on  a  different  princi- 
ple. I  do  rigtit  if  I  can  «  and,  if  I  do  wrong,  my  people 
will  tell  me  of  it.  1  wish  that  equal  justice  should  be 
done — not  g^ve  one  a  silver  spoon,  and  the  other  a  bom 
one.  It  was  curious  to  look  at  the  two  House»— ^>ne  de- 
bating on  economy,  and  the.  other  opening  roads  and  ca- 
nals in  every  direction. 

Mr.  M.  here  reverted  to  spme  circumstances  wbioh  oc- 
curred several  years  since,  relative  to  certain  applicants 
for  pensions,  and  observed  that  he  bad  then  as  much  zeal 
in  favor  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  as  lack  of  it 
now. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  he  agreed  with  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Conmiittee  that  these  applicants  had  a  just  claim — 
but  he  differed  with  them  upon  the  amount.  He  believed 
it  was  tlic  same  as  that  or  the  Revolutionary  Soldiers. 
They  endured  the  same  privations  together,  and  ought  to 
be  provided  for  by  the  same'  bill.  His  object  was  to 
strike  out  the  whole  bill,  and  to  propose  another,  as  an 
amendment,  which  should  remunerate  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  for  their  losses  by  the  depreciation  of  the  Conti- 
n^tal  money. 

Mr.  D.  then  handed  in  his  amendment — but. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
motion  was  not  in  order,  as  the  question  before  the  Senate 
now  was  that  of  filling  the  blank. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  that  his  substitute  be:  printed. 

The« CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order,  unless  the  Senate 
consented. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  there  was  no  objection  to 
the  printing — and  he  would  now  observe  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  ready  to  consider  any  modification  at  the 
proper  time. 

The  printing  was  then  ordered. 

Mr.  l^LE^  in  reply  to  the  several  gentlemen  who  bad 
supported  the  bill,  then  said,  that  he  owed  an  apology 
to  tne  Senate  for  taking  part  in  the  discussion  Of  the 
questbn  now  under  consideration,  aft^  ^somewliai 
protracted  debate  which  had  arisen,  oi)  it.  .  Uidihc  listen 
to  the  admonitions  arising  fit>ha.h^Btai9.(>fi)eMi^  «s-weIL 
as  the  conviction,  under  which* he^ labored,  tl^t  be  could 
impart  tio  new  interest  io  the  subj[ect,fie  shoi|ld  .certainly 
remain  sil'enl^.  "But  (here  were  considerations opeiipiUng 
upon 'him  which  he  could  not  dlsregaixli  /rhe  spUcit^tions 
of  s6me  of 'the  members  bf  this  borly,  united  with  the 
Arong  itesire  which  he  had^  to'  'remove  from .  hi fn^ every 
shade  Of  imputation  which  might  rest  either  .on, his  justice, 
or  g^tUilde,'Tedhin\' to  obtrude  himself'iyiQn  thf  notice 
Of  the  Sehate.  He  trusted  that  he  wibsmcap^ble  of  ^iher. 
injustice  ot*  ingratitude.'  He  felt,  also)  that , this  qountrv 
could  not 'be  accused  either  of  the  one  or  the  other^  and. 
his  remai^  would  be  iiitended  to  relipye^iim^if  and  tb^ 
country  from  the  imJ>ulatrori  of  either.  [^    ^\^  .    ..^ 

The  chkirmiin  Of  tlie'committee  who  repbrt^ed  tlie  |>iU 
now  under  disciistsion,  aiid'  the  '  Sentitor  from  Gepx^gia 
[Mr.  B^ttaJtsN]  ijrho  so  cjbciuenlly  advocatedlts  ^ai^sagc^' 
placed  it  ettliislVely  oh  the  f6p{ing  of  a  l^gal^cia^int.  Vi?. 
were  tOld  by  thode  gehCfemen,' that' the  ^ov'ei^^^  WSM. 
ed  onder  ah  iict'oal,  eiis^rfg,'  ahd'j^mdij}g^bb||gatioo  d^. 
pAss  ft  .T%at  it  ^ik^  sf  drf>r dde*  ihd*  unpaTd  -l.  Tfee  gei\- 
tSemftn  'fhknxK^Sv  Ybrk  [Mr.  t^riT Biniuij  who  Mi^^t^^ 
the  SenAtft  vfesteMlay,>hilctte"scc^^  . 

cedethe  legal  otOlgatlbh;  Mu^hf  to  ehl&rce  lU  eiiactment. 
upon  pTirtcft)1^6f  liberality  an^f  equityJ "  The  hocizon  of. 
this  deblite  W  D<SCotiie,  therefore,  j^ca^y.enlar^,ec(,  and> 
th*  qnesiion  to"b«  settled' is'  dne'oTnO  ordinary  mtcrcst. 
I  propose  tb'*laifiin««both  propositions  in  their  turn. 
•  Does  there  rest,  then,  a  legal  obligation  oii  the  Govern- 
ment to  pass  tliir bill .f    In  other  words,  does  it  stand  in-. 
debted  to  the  meltnorlkllsts,  ui  virtue  of  contracts  entered 
into^uringtfae  Revoltitibmiry  war  ?  If  so,  Mr.  President, 
it-is/oursotemirduty-ftt  once  to  cancel  the  debt:  but,  if 
it  be-so;  then,  srf;  I  should  he^ed  to  blush  for  my  coun- 
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try.  Deep  is  the  ttain  which  rests  upon  its  honor.  For 
nearly  hair  a  century  it  has  been  guilty  of  the  p'oss  in- 
justice of  withholding  from  the  hardr  Teteran  of  the  Re- 
Tolation,  the  earnings  of  his  toil  and  blood.  At  the  close 
of  that  glorious  war,  upwards  of  two  thousand  of  the 
comrades  of  the  present  memorialists  surrived.  All  have 
descended  to  the  grave,  save  the  small  remnant  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty.  The  same  promises 'were  made  to 
all  alike ;  and  if  those  promises  have  not  been  fulfilled  to 
the  survivors,  tbey  were  also  violated  to  those  who  are 
no  more,  luiny  have  died  in  penury  and  want,  and  have 
left  to  their  descendants  nothing  but  their  honor  as  an  in- 
heritance. If,  then,  »r,  this  Government  has  withheld 
from  them  that  to  which  they  were  entitled,  the  Revolu- 
tion accuses  it  of  injustice ;  all  that  is  associated  with  the 
past  or  the  present,  loudly  proclaims  its  injustice  to  the 
world.  We  have  committea  an  irremediable  sin.  Tears 
of  penitence  may  be  shed,  but  they  are  shed  in  vain  ; 
they  cannot  awake  the  dead.  Justice  may  be  done  to 
those  who  now  show  us  their  manv  scars,  received  in  the 
days  of  their  youth,  in  support  of  the  lioliest  of  causes, 
but  that  justice  can  only  reach  the  living.  The  honor  of 
our  country  is  thus  implicated  in  this  claim  of  legal  right, 
which  is  now  asserted,  afrer  the  lapse  of  forty  .four  years, 
and  it  behooves  us  to  look  narrowly  into  the  subject  ere 
we  form  our  opinions. 

Upon  what,  then,  does  this  legal  claim  rest  ?  The  plain 
state  of  its  ori^n  is  this :  In  consequence  of  the  worth- 
less currency  in  which  our  armies  were  paid,  the  officers 
and  soldiers  had  suffered  so  much  for  the  means  of  pro- 
curing even -the  smallest  comforts,  that  dissatisfaction 
with  the  service  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  re- 
quire imperatively  at  the  hands  of  Congpress  the  adoption 
of  some  eipedient  calculated  to  retain  a  sufficiency  of 
officers  in  the  Army.  Besirnations  had  become  nume- 
rous and  alarming.  General  Washington  addressed  him- 
self to  Congress,  and  urged  upon  them  the  propriety  of 
enacting  a  law  which  should  promise  half  pay  for  liie  to 
such  officers  as  should  remain  in  the  service  until  the  end 
of  the  war.  Congress  adopted  the  expedient,  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  178(>,  passed  the  act  containing  the  provi- 
sion and  stipulation  which  had  been  recommended  to 
their  adoption.  By  that  act,  all  officers  who  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war  became  justly  entitled  to  half  pay  for 
life.  Has  the  Government  acc^uitted  itself  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  it  had  thus  voluntarily  assumed  '  If  not,  sir, 
then  has  it  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  iU  plighted  <kith, 
and  the  claim  now  set  up  \%  well-founded. 

I  contend,  «r,  that  the  act  of  1783  totally  changed  the 
character  of  the  provision  which  had  been  made  for  the 
officers  by  the  act  of  1760,  or,  in  other  words,  entirely 
abrogated  its  provisions.  The  act  of  'tf3  commuted  the 
half  pay  for  Fife  into  five  years'  full  pay,  and  the  only 
question  which  remainsy  would  seein  to  be,  whether  the 
officers  had  accepted  the  act  of  1783  in  discharge  of  the 
act  of  1780.  If  so,  tlie  old  bond,  to  speak  with  greater 
precision,  created  by  the  act  of  '80,  is  discharged,  and 
the  new  bond,  created  by  that  of  '83,  in  accepted  in  iti 
stead.  Of  that  acceptance  there  is  no  question.  In  the 
absence  of  all  positive  proof  upon  the  subject,  the  pre- 
sumption which  arises  from  the  lapse  of  time,  would,  of  ( 
itself,  be  sufficient.  No  man  can  believe  that  a  claim  so 
interesting  to  a  large  majority  of  those  entitled,  would 
have  been  permitted  to  slumber  for  nearly  half  a' century. 
But  this  question  is  rendered  no  longer  debateable,  by 
the  confession  made  by  the  memonalists  themselves. 
They  admit  the  acceptance,  by  them,  of  the  commutation, 
and  seek  to  place  their  claim  upofi  another  footing. 
Complaints  are  now  urged  against  ttie  act  of  '83,  and  the 
metscre  which  it  dealt  out,  is  pronourfced  unequal  and 
unjust.  1  have  a  ready  answer  to  make  to  theee  oom* 
plainta.  The  act  of '83  was  passed  at  the  earnest  en- 
treaty of  the  officers  themselves.'    They  memorialised 


Congress,  and  uiged  strong  and  satisfactory  reasons  Ibr 
its  interposition.     Congress  listened  to  their  entreaties, 
and  the  commutation  act  was  accordingly  passed.     The 
motives  which  influenced  the  officers  to  sdUcit  the  com- 
mutation, were  of  two  sorts — those  of  patriotism,  and 
self  interest     The  Revolution  had  overturned  the  privi- 
leged orders,  and  whatsoever  looked  even  remotely  to 
the  creation  of  a  privileged  class,  was  extremely  obnox- 
ious to  the  People.     The  act  of  '80  was  considered— I 
win  not  stop  to  mquire  with  what  justice— as  producing 
this  efi*ect     The  officers,  wisely  and  properly,  conclud- 
ed to  g^t  rid  of  the  odious  idea  w  being  pensioners  on  the 
•ovemment,  and  therefore  asked  the  passare  of  that  law. 
They  resolved  to  lose,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  officer 
in  the  citizen,  bearing  about  them  no  other  badge  of  dis- 
tinction than  that  furnished  by  honorable  scars.     I  do 
them  no  injustice  when  I  also  ascribe  to  them  the  influ- 
ence of  self-interest ;  that  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 
nuun -spring  to  human  actions,  and  operating,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  over  all  men.    Their  fortunes  had,  no 
doubt,  suffered  severely  during  the  war,  and  it  became, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  high  moment  to  them,  individuallpr, 
that  they  should  be  able  to  control  as  large  a  sum  as  cir- 
cumsUnces  would  permit.    This  was  effected  by  the 
commutation  of  their  half-pay  into  full  pay  for  five  years. 
They  thereby  were  placed  in  possession  of  Government 
securities  to  a  large  amount,  which,  if  their  situation  jus- 
tified it,  they  might  retain  until  brighter  days  beamed  on 
the  finances  of  the  countnr,  or,  if  compelled  to  sell,  would 
place  in  their  possession  larger  resources.  It  was  object- 
ed,  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vajt  Bvaiv] 
that  they  did  not  receive  cash.  '  This  is  admitted— but 
the^  received  Government  certificates,  the  Government 
having  stipulated,  by  the  act,  to  pay  either  in  money  or 
securities.     Nothing  justifies  the  belief  that  the  officers, 
when  the^  asked  the  commutation,  eipected  to  receive 
payment  in  cash.     They  knew  the  wants  of  Government 
most  thoroughly — a  dollar  in  specie  was  scarcely  any 
where  to  be  found— two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  oif 
paper  money  had  been  thrown  into,  circulation,  which 
had  depreciated  to  a  rate  so  low  as  to  be  worthless.  The 
onlv  means  that  the  country  had  to  meet  its  engagements 
With  the  officers,  or  its  other  creditors,  was  by  issuing 
certificates.     With  a  full  knowle^lgo  of  these  facts,  the 
commutation  was  asked,  and  was  granted  ;  and  now.  Sir, 
aflcr  so  many  years  have  elapsed,  we  hear  complaints  ut- 
tered arainst  it.     Nor  does  there  exist,  Mr.  President, 
the  slightest  circumsUnce  to  induce  the  belief  that  the 
officers  received  an  unjust  measure  by  the  terms  of  the 
commutation  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  thing  opposes 
that  idea.  I  have  said  that  they  themselves  asked  Congress 
to  commute ;  that  they  acquiesced  in  tiiat  commutation 
up  to  a  very  recent  period— that  all  but  a  mere  remnant 
had  descended  to  their  graves,  and  that  no  complaint  had, 
until  lately,  been  uttered  a^inst  the  Government.  These 
fiicts  could  not  fail  to  be  satisfiictory<-but  there  exist  oth- 
er facts,  equall^r  conclusive,  upon  this  head. 

The  time  which  was  selected  for  the  application  was, 
of  all  others,  the  best  for  their  interests,  llie  battle  had 
been  lost  and  won.  The  banner  of  America  floated  in 
triumph.  After  having  annihihited  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  in  this  hemisphere,  nothing  remained  to  be  ac- 
complished, but  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  our  rights  ss  a 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  Nation— and  this  recog- 
nition soon  thereafrer  followed.  Like  the  Israefites  of 
old,  our  &tiier8  had  passed  tlirough  the  wilderness  of 
doubt  and  danger,  and  had  ahieady  entered  upon  the  poa- 
session  of  the  promised  huid.  Kvery  breast  was  filled* 
and  eve^  eve  beamed  with  gratitude  towards  those  gal- 
lant men,  who  had  fbught  the  good  fight.  Thia  was  the 
era  of  their  application  to  Coiu^ss,  and  one  more  for- 
tunate in  itself  ccnild  not  possiUy  be  imagined .  But  the 
time  of  their  application  was  not  more  propitious  tb&n 
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was  the  tribunal  to  which  they  applied  peculiarlr  favora- 
ble. That  tribunal  was  composeOt  in  part,  of  their  bro- 
thers in  arms,  and,  for  the  residue,  of  those  ardent  coinpa- 
triots  who  achieved  victories  in  the  cabinet,  as  great  as 
had  been  won  in  the  field.  Such  was  the  tribunal  to  which 
the  appeal  was  made— and  I,  for  one,  will  not,  for  a  mo- 
men^  believe  that  it  was  capable  of  practising  injustice 
towards  those  who,  in  their  very  presence,  luid  poured 
out  their  blood  and  devoted  their  lives  in  defence  of  their 
countiy's  rights.  No,  Sir,  I  will  not  agree,  by  any  vote 
which  I  shall  give,  to  stamp  upon  their  memories  this  seal 
of  dishonor.  Their  fair  fame  constitutes  no  small  portian 
of  the  wealth  of  this  Union,  and  I  wiU  not  consent  to 
throw  a  stain  upon  it.  I  might  repeat  what  has  been  said 
by  others,  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  who  re- 
ported and  advocated  the  commutation  law  was  General 
Hamilton,^  a  distinguished  oilicer  and  civilian.  That  Gen. 
Washington,  when  President,  never  called  thu  decision 
in  question,  as  he  would  most  assuredly  have  done,  had 
he  esteeqied  it  unjust ;  nor  was  it  ever  adverted  to  \fy 
any  of  his  successors.  Who,  then,  is  now  at  liberty  to 
infer  that  the  commutation  was  based  on  improper  prin- 
ciples,, or  that  a  hard  measure  was  dealt  out  to  the  officers? 
Shall  we,  at  the  distance  of  forty-four  years,  undertake 
to  reverse  this  decision  of  our  predecessors,  and  to  brand 
their  memories  with  the  charge  of  injustice  ?  They  stood 
in  tile  midst  of  the  era  for  which  they  were  legislating, 
and  were  surrounded  by  those  for  whom  they  legislated. 
They  weighed  all  the  circumstances  applicable  to  the 
case,  and  were  qualified  to  decide  correctly.  We,  on 
the  contrary,  are  but  the  men  of  yesterday,  and  have  but 
A  dim  and  mdistioct  view  of  the  condition  of  those  times. 
We  are  not,  then.  Sir,  q^ualified  to  legislate  understand- 
ingly  upon  this  subject ;  and,  for  one,  I  shall  leave  un- 
touched the  decision  which  was  pronounced  in  1783. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  the  Senate  felt  at  liberty  to  go 
into  tlus  matter,  at  this  day,  and  to  inquire  into  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  basis  on  which  the  commutation  i^as  plac- 
ed, the  bill  upon  your  table  would  find  in  that  inquiry 
no  claim  to  our  support.  The  officers  had  a  life  annuity, 
and  sold  out  for  a  ten  years'  purchase,  paid  in  advance ; 
the  five  years'  &U  pay  being  rather  more  than  equal,  in- 
cluding interest,  to  ten  years'  half  pay.  Would  any  dis- 
.  creet  man  be  willing  to  purchase  an  annuity,  even  from 
the  most  youthful  ainl  healthy  annoiUnt,  at  a  greater  pur- 
chase ?  Considering  "  the  various  ills  that  flesh  is  neir 
to"«-the  numberless  enemies  to  human  life— I  ask  if  a 
period  of  ten  years  is  not  a  libend  term  to-allot  for  its  con- 
tinuance ?  The  common  law  has  been  said  to  be  the  es- 
sence of  pure  and  correct  reasoning,  and  the  period  which 
it  has  prescribed  as  the  ultims  thule  of  life  is  seven  years. 
If  OR e  be  gone  beyond  seas,  and  shall  be  unheard  of  for 
^renyean,  tliat  law  numbers  him  with  the  dead — dis- 
•elves  the  tenderest  of  ties— pronounces  his  wife  a  widow, 
and  deUvera  over  his  effecu  to  his  legal  distributors. 

It  has  been  urged,  however,  sir,  by  the  advocates  of 
this  bill,  that  the  Government  has  gained  by  this  proceed- 
ing  a  large  sum  of  money,  by  reason  of  the  elongation  of 
the  lives  of  the  present  applicants.  The  memorialists  may 
have  lost ;  but  it  does  not,  therefore,  follow,  that  the  6o- 
Ternment  has  gained.  KecoUect,  «r,  that  this  commuU- 
tion  law  cmbwced  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eifffaty  persona,  <jf  whom  but  two  hundred  and  thirty  have 
liwd  to  this  day.  Kv>w,  *m  order  to  have  a  correct  account 
of  profit  and  1m  sUtei  we  should  ^Kertain  the  various 
periods  at  which  each  of  the  decedents  have  departed 
this  We.  For  aU  who  died  wii^Hui  the  first  ten  years  the 
Government  nece-tfUy  «»t.incd  »  -'^^J^^J^^^^J^H;;: 
expiied  term  of  the  ten  year*  Upo.7  •U  iii^  «^  »»; 
tereat  should  be  cidculated  up  to  thU  day,  m  his  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  memorialiats,  and  the  balance  nagu^ 
then  be  fisirly  struck.  Do  I  hazard  any  th'mg  in  the  poP' 
jeeture  that  the  Goremmeiit  bat  loetby  the  opentum 


We  have  no  correct  data  on  which  to  proceed  in  making^ 
up  such  account ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  unfair  to  conclude, 
that  the  want  of  those  very  data  constitutes  an  objection 
to  this  claim.  If  the  nin  of  the  Government  be  rested 
on  in  support  of  the  c£um,  the  Senate  has  a  right  to  re* 
quire  it  to  be  shown,  and  the  buiden  of  proof  devolree 
properly  on  the  memorialists. 

It  has  been  intimated,  that  the  Government  also  gained 
in  the  process  of  funding.  It  is  true,  that,  aMwugh  the 
certificates  were  funded  in  the  year  1791,  at  their  nomi. 
nal  amount,  yet  that  the  interest  on. a  part  of  the  anount 
was  deferred  for  a  few  yean.  But  can  any  man  doubt  but 
that  the  funding  system  was  most  eageriiy  desired  by  the 
holders  of  the  certificates  ?  We  know  the  hct  to  have 
been  so.  That  measure  met  with  decided  opposition 
fivm  many  parts  of  the  Union  ;  hut  it  neyertheiess  pre- 
vailed, much  to  the  gratification  of  the  certificate  holdets. 
It  was  a  day  of  jubilee  to  them,  and  made  the  foitunea  of 
many.  If  the  officers  had  parted  with  their  certificates* 
it  was  their  misfortune,  but  not  the  bhune  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Thus,  then,  Mr.  President,  this  commutetion  was  made 
at  the  request  of  the  officers  themselves  %  was  accepted 
by  them ;  was  based  upon  fair  principles  ^  and  the  ccfflifi* 
cates,  issued  in  pursuance  thereof,  were  funded  at  the 
request  of  the  holders.  Forty-four  years  have  paesed 
by,  and  no  murmur  of  discontent  has  been  ezproaed. 
No  debt,  then,  is  due  from  the  Government,  and  it  stands 
acquitted  from  the  charge  of  injustice. 

An  appeal  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  fhnn  New 
York  [Mr.  Vav  Bnn»]  to  our  liberality  i  our  equity,    f 
listened  to  the  gentleman  with  great  pleasure  f  and  if  I 
had  dared  to  have  given  audience  to  myieelings,  turning 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  suggestions  of  duty  and  sound  policy,  1 
might  have  been  led  captive.    Before  we  ^ield  the  reins 
to  our  feelings,  it  behoves  us  to  inquire  whither,  and  how 
far,  they  will  carry  us.     The  gentleman  seemed  to  admit 
the  claims  of  tlie  dead  to  be  equally  strong  with  those  of 
the  living.     Sir,  the  rights  of  the  represenUtives  of  the 
deceased  officers  must,  of  necessity,  be  as  strong  as  those 
of  the  survivors.     The  acts  of  1780  and  '83  embraced  all 
alike ;  and  if,  as  has  been  contended,  the  foil  pay  should 
have  been  allowed  f9r  seven  instead  of  live  years,  it  is 
equally  due  to  all  who  were  embraced  under  its  provlsiona. 
Then,  sir,  if  1,300,000  dollars  be  due  to  the  survivon, 
330  I  if  the  representatives  of  the  deceased,  of  the  3,<80 
be  included,  the  Government  must  necessarily  make  pre- 
vision for  the  payment  of  $  11,860,869,  that  beings  upon 
the  hjrpothcMs  assumed,  the  sum  that  would  now  be  ac» 
tually  due.     This  is  the  first  fVuit  of  a  liberal  policy.     A 
result  from  which  there  is  no  escaping^.    Let  us  not  be 
deceived  by  the  expectation  that  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  deceased  officers  will  not  apply  fbr  their  share  of 
this  claim.    They  will  apply.    Thia  morning  I  have  re- 
ceived an  application  on  behalf  of  one  of  them,  and  the 
applications  will  become  constant  and  unceasing.    Nor  it 
this  the  only  consequence  which  should,  I  wiU  not  say 
will,  flow  from  it.     The  soldiers  of  the  Uevolution,  who 
stood  by  the  side  of  this  corps  of  officers,  and  encounter- 
ed the  heat  of  the  war,  are  equally  entitled  to  the  cxer> 
ciae  of  nur  liberality.    The  gentleman  from  New  York, 
has  said  that  the  officers  stand  on  a  different  fbotin^  from 
the  soldiers— that  their  claim  rests  on. a  compact  with  the 
Government.    And  I  would  ask,  sir,  if  the  soldier  might 
not  rest  his  claim  also  on  a  compact  ^  Did  not  the  Go- 
vernment agree  to  pay  him  sue  doUan  per  month  f 
Has  it  complied  with  this  contract }  I  contend  that  it  has 
fiilfUled,  as  far  as  could  have  boen  demanded  of  iC,  tte 
agreement  with  both  officers  and  tokUen  i  but  I  inquire 
of  those  who  bold  a  different  opinion  relative  to  the  oA* 
cera,  to  say,  whether  the  soldiers  bare  net  equal,  or 
gretter  cause  to  complain  I  Thev  were  paid  in  pnper 
mppejr^  in  misefibie  tneb,  which  depreciMed  e  i^ ^ 
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for  one.  The  p«3nnent  became  merely  nominal.  From 
the  lips  of  one  of  those  who  bad  shouldeied  his  musket 
durini:  the  wbole  wsr»  I  learned  that,  pmcti«ng  grett 
economy,  he  bad  treasured  up  a  part  or  bis  pay,  up  to 
t^  end  of  die  war  ;  that  then  he  bad  found  the  Gorem- 
mcDt  whc41y  un^fe  to  rwlaem  Its  paper,  and  that  be  had 
gWen  it  to  the  winds.  And  yet,  ur,  it  is  said  that  the 
•oidier  has  no  claim  apon  that  liberali^  which  is  Invoked 
on  behalf  of  the  officer.  But  it  is  \agtA  that  the  act  of 
liimtation,  of  1794^  ban  the  soldier's  claim — and  why  not 
that  of  the  officer  ?  It  is  equally  applicable  to  all  Rcto- 
Itttionaiy  claims.  How  feeble,  Mr.  President,  would  have 
been  the  defence,  arising  from  that  soitfce,  yesterday. 
Hie  barrier  reared  by  the  act  of  limitation  would  have 
yields  before  the  fervid  and  flowing  appeal  which  the 

Entlcraan  made  to  our  liberalitjr.  The  Treasury  would 
ve  found  no  security  behind  it  And  I  cannot  admit 
the  justice  or  propriety  of  disreg^aiding  its  provisions  as 
to  one  class  of  men,  and  enforcing  them  as  to  another. 

Acting  upon  the  principles  which  the  gentleman  at- 
tempted to  enforce,  there  still  remains  another  class  of 
Revolutionary  sufferers,  who  should  possess  our  regard. 
I  allude  to  those  who  fought  our  battles  in  the  cabinet, 
**  wbo  legislated  ^ith  baiters  round  their  necks,"  who 
gave  their  all,  and  died  bankrupts  in  fortune.  .  I  will 
name  but  one  of  them^Robert  B&arris.  Who  than  him 
was  more  deserving  !  Who  adventured  more  largely,  or 
suffered  more  severely  ?  He  literally  gave  all  to  his 
country,  and  died  either  at  the  door  or  within  the  walls  of 
a  tail !  Here  »  a  theme  for  impassioned  eloquence— one 
'which  addresses  itself  almost  irresistibly  to  the  feelings. 
The  gentleman  referred  us  to  certain  acts  which  had  pass- 
ed intolawi^  as  incitives  to  the  passasre  of  the  present 
bill.  I  will  not  analyse  them  minutely.  The  Govern- 
ment mtist^  at  all  times^  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  acted  wisely  in  the  instances 
aHoded  to.  But,  if  precedents  of  recent  legislation  are 
to  be  urged  in  support  of  the  bill,  why  do  not  gentlemen 
report  a  bill  to  remunerate  the  Jerseys,  and  other  States, 
for  losses  and  injuries  which  they  sustained  in  the  Revo- 
lution ?  An  example  of  liberal  le^slation  was  at  hand,  in 
the  law  making  provision  for  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  during  the  bite  war.  Sir,  we  cannot  repair  losses 
which  were  then  sustained.  To  do  so  would  make  bank- 
rupt  all  the  exchequers  in  the  world,  it  was  a  revolu* 
tionary  War.  The  iiusbandman  can  oppose  no  resistance 
to  the  tempest,  which  prostrates,  in  its  course,  whole  fo- 
rests ;  neither  can  Governments  repair  the  ravages  of  re- 
volutionary war.  It  is  a  political  tempest,  fraught  with 
lightnings  that  render  desoUte  the  face  of  nature. 

To  these  surviving  worthies,  then,  sir,  I  would  say,. 
Brave  men*  your  country  venerates  and  reveres  y<fu. 
Your  honorable  scars  and  silver  locks  are  your  passport 
to  her  affection  and  gratitude.  She  has.  done  for  you  all 
that  justice  requ'u^d— that  you  yoarselves  demanded. 
She  commuted  at  your  request,  and  ftinded  as  you  desir- 
ed. She  has  thus  cancelled  the  debt  which  slie  imposed 
upon  herself.  She  cannot  discriminate  in  your  fevor 
without  creating  thereby  a  burthen  which  would  bank- 
rupt her  exchequer.  Let  not  these  bqary-headed  vete- 
rans indulge  in  vain  regrets.  Sir,  they  have  sources  of 
consolation,  and  of  rejoicing,  which  caw  never  be  dried 
ui>.  They  have  the  recollection  of  a  well«pent  life  to 
brighten  the  decline  of  their  years.  Thoy  have  fought 
the  good  fight,  and  their  lives  will  terminate  in  honor. 
Would  they  exchange  their  well-bought  honors  for  all 
the  wealth  which  could  be  poured  out  upon  them  ? 
Woitkl  the  honorable  Senatorfirom  HaryUnd  [Mr.  SxitrJ 
(I  beg  his  pardoD  for  alluding  to  him  personally}  ex- 
chance  the  glory  which  he  won  at  Mud  IsUnd  Fort,  and 
at  Baltiiiiore  in  the  late  war,  for  aught  that  could  be  of- 
fered him  ?  Would  those  gallant  men  exchange  a  single 
•ear  mtiiOk  they  obtained  under  the  banners  of  li^ertyi 


for  all  the  money  in  the  world  }  No^  sir  ^  it  would  be 
exchanging  immortality  fur  mortality— an  undying  aame 
for  the  penshable  wealth  of  this  worid. 

This  country  has  not  been  uigust — it  has  not  been  m*. 
gratefoL  When  was  it,  sir,  that  a  Reveiutionaiy  man, 
possesnng  worthiness,  asked  for  office,  that  he  did  not 
receive  it }  Offices  have  been  dealt  out  to  them  by  State 
and  Urated  States^  Govcmmentib  with  a  liberal  hand « 
and  to  secuK  them  agunst  suffering  and  want,  this  Go- 
vernment has  provided  for  them  a  liberal  resource,  in  an 
existing  law.  I  must  then,  Mr.  President,  enter  my  dis- 
sent from  the  idea  that  we  have  either  withheld  what  was 
doe,  or  denied  what  should  have  been  granted. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoiTDAT,  Fsaai7ABY  4,  18SS. 

The  CHAIR  presented  a  communication  from  Mr.  John 
Agg,  in  relation  to  the  concert  to  misreport  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  assumed  to  have  been  entered  into  be- 
tween th6  reporters  of  the  Intelligencer  and  Journal,  by 
Duff  Green,  in  his  statement  in  answer  to  the  memoriiu 
of  B.  V.  Sparbawk. 

Mr.  EATON  remarked  that  he  did  not  think  it  at  all 
incumbenf  upon  the  Senate  to  go  into  the  examination  of 
the  matter  conUined  in  this  communication.  It  bad  no 
direct  relation  to  the  affah*  which  had  brought  the  memo- 
rial and  the  answer  befol«  the  Senate.  In  tlie  first  place, 
Mr.  Sparbawk  came  forward  and  complained  of  an  injury. 
They  hnid  consented  to  receive  his  memorial  i  and  were 
therefoi^e,  in  a  manner,  bound  to  hear  Mr.  Green,  in  an- 
swer. But  he  thought  they  ought  to  go  no  farther.  If 
botli  sides  were  heard,  it  was  surely  sufficient  without 
going  into  the  consideration  of  affairs  which  had  no  bear- 
ing upon  the  matter  in  hand.  He  understood  the  ques- 
tion now  to  be,  whether  the  statement  of  Mr.  Agg  should 
be  received.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be,  and  made  a  mo- 
tion to  that  effect 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  thought  that  the  paper 
was  already  received. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  receiving  of  a  memorial, 
or  other  application,  was  a  matter  of  course.  But  it  was 
always  in  the  power  of  a  Senator  to  make  a  motion  that 
it  be  not  received.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  hav- 
ing made  tiiat  motion,  the  question  was  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  he  did  not  see 
any  good  reason  why  this  paper  should  not  be  received. 
If  one  communication  upon  this  subject  were  reeeived, 
he  thought  all  should  be.  The  subject  was  an  unpleasant 
one  to  enter  upon  at  all ;  but  aa  the  memorial  had  been 
received,  as  well  as  the  answer  to  it,  he  wished  that  what- 
ever had  any  legitimate  connexion  with  the  affur  in  ques- 
tion, mi^ht  be  laid  before  the  Senate.  In  relation  to  the 
cause  ot  the  first  complaint,  he  knew  very  well  that,  as  a 
criminal  matter,  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  As  an 
assault  and  battery,  it  was  a  case  to  be  settled  by  a  court 
of  justice.  But  he  was  hx  from  thinking  tliat  the  Senate 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  place  in  which  the  offence 
was  committed.  They  had,  it  waji  true,  no  legal  juris- 
diction %  but  they  had  a  police  jurisdiction,  and  he  thought 
thgr  ou^ht  to  act  promptly  to  its  enforcement.  The 
building  in  which  they  held  their  deliberations  had  been 
appropriated  to  tlie  use  of  Congress.  The  part  in  whicli 
this  body  sits,  is  allotted  to  the  Senate,  and  a  police  juris- 
diction over  its  apartments  undoubtedly  exists,  which  is 
pbu^ed  in  the  hands  of  the  President.  The  members 
were,  doubtless,  willing  on  all  occasions  to  aid  him  in  any 
measures  which  he  might  think  necessary  to  adopt  for  its 
regulation  and  execution.  He  was  very  far  from  suppos- 
ing that  the  body  had  any  punishing  power.  But  he  con- 
sidered that  if,  in  any  case,  the  Chair  did  not  see  fit  to  act 
in  relation  to  a  riolation  of  good  prdei^  it  was  the  duty  of 
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the  body  to  take  up  the  subject,  and  express  their  opinion 
upon  it.  It  was  not  for  them  to  say  whether  the  parties 
were  right  or  wrong*  or  whether  the  offence  of  one  party 
deserved  chastisement  from  the  other.  But  the  time  and 
place  were  to  be  considered.  The  commission  of  violence 
in  the  rooms  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Senate,  ought 
to  be  strongly  reprobitted.  Such  acts  ought  never  to  be 
countenanced,  whetlier  a  member,  a  citizen,  or  an  officer 
of  the  body,  were  the  persons  committing  them.  He 
thought  the  matter  came  within  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  ;  but  if  it  did  not,  it  was  certainly  in 
the  power  of  the  body  to  pass  upon  such  conduct  The 
Senate  had  a  perfect  control  over  its  apartments.  It  could 
admit  citizens  or  stenographers  upon  its  floor,  or  it  can 
reject  them.  And  having  admitted  them,  it  could  make 
such  arrangements  for  their  benefit  as  it  might  think  pro- 
per. He  did  not  at  all  intend  to  enter  intothe  merits  of  the 
affray  to  which  their  attention  had  been  called.  But,  as 
the  Senate  had  given  scats  in  the  chamber  to  the  report- 
ers, he  considered  that  they  ought  to  be  so  far  under  the 
protection  of  the  body  as  that  th^  should  not  be  pre- 
vented from  pursuing'tbe  duties  for  which  they  were  ad- 
mitted, by  menace  or  force.  He  had  merely  risen  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  on  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  cct  in  the 
matter.  He  thought  that  means  should  be  employed  to 
prevent  persons  from  coming  into  the  rooms  occupied  by 
them,  to  push  their  qua^rreb,  or  to  commit  violence  on 
any  one. 

The  CHAIR  remarked,  that,  as  the  power  of  the  Pre- 
sident had  been  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Louis^ 
iana,  he  would  state,  that  his  power  only  extended  to 
the  regulation  of  the  chambers,  and  to  the  providing  rules 
for  their  arrangement.  The  Chair  had  certainly  no  pow- 
er of  punishing  offences. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  he  did  not 
apprehend  that  the  communication  of  Mr.  Agg  had  any 
thmg  to  do  with  the  subject  of  tlie  memorial  presented 
by  Mr.  Sparhawk.  It  was  a  matter  totally  foreign  to  the 
application  which  the  Senate  had  received  from  Mr.  S. 
and  he  saw  no  reason  for  its  reception. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  the  facts  were,  that  Mr.  Sparhawk 
presented  a  memorial,  to  which  Mr.  Green  had  replied, 
and  in  replying,  he  had  mentioned  the  journal  to  which 
Mr.  Agg  was  attached.  He,  therefore,  presents  a  state- 
ment in  answer  to  that  allusion.  But  Mr.  R.  considered, 
that  if  this  were  admitted,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the 
statements.  The  chain  would  be  interminable.  This 
paper  had  nothing  to  do  witli  the  matter  ;  and  if  it  had, 
he  should  be  not  the  less  opposed  to  receiving  it  He 
had  been  against  receiving  the  first  papers  presented  by 
Mr.  Sparhawk,  because  the  affair  of  which  they  treated 
was  not  a  matter  for  their  consideration.  As  to  the  dig- 
nity of  tlie  Senate,  he  thought  it  had  been  far  more  com- 
promitted  by  receiving  tho9e  papers,  th*n  by  the  act  of 
which  tliey  complained.  He  wished  that,  at  this  time, 
tlie  whole  subject  might  be  disposed  of.  He  wished  to 
get  rid  of  all  this  stuff,  for  he  maintained  that  they  ought 
not  to  act  upon  it.  As  he  had  said  before,  it  was  a  sub- 
ject for  the  examination  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  there  it 
ought,  if  at  all,  to  be  discussed.  To  the  gentleman  who 
said  that  the  Senate  had  jurisdiction  over  the  transaction, 
he  answered.  Where  is  your  jury,  your  deciding  body, 
before  whom  the  case  can  be  tried  ?  He  assured  the  gen- 
tleman there  was  no  power  in  the  Senate  for  the  purpose. 
They  could  not  go  into  the  examination  of  the  case,  for 
wher^  was  the  machinery  by  which  it  was  to  be  done  ? 
There  was  none.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Senate 
would  not  receive  the  communication  now  presented,  and 
that  the  several  individuals  might  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  papers. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Soutii  Carolina,  expressed  his  belief 
that  the  Senate  had  no  jurisdiction  over  this  subject 
How  [said  Mr.  S.]'can  you  proceed?     Have  you    the 


power  to  punish  the  offence  complained  of  f  Have  you 
power  to  imprison  thtf  offender— and  if  you  have,  how  ^r 
can  you  go  in  its  exercise  ?.  How  hr  are  you  licensed  ? 
How  are  you  limited  ?  And,  if  you  go  on,  where  wiM 
you  end  }  These  questions  were  of  serious  importance, 
and  could  not  easily  be  answered.  Was  the  bunness  of 
the  Senate  to  be  obstructed  by  memorials  brought  in 
from  day's  end  to  day's  end,  upon  eveiy  trivial  occasion  ? 
»e  thought  not  And  suppose  [said  Mr.  S.]  you  were  to 
refer  the  matter  to  a  committee,  and  they  were  to  report 
that  one  of  the  parties  has  assaulted  the  other  in  your 
premises,  and  triumphed  over  him — What  will  vou  do 
with  him  ?  I  cannot  conceive.  If  the  application  was 
for  the  dismissal  of  an  officer  of  the  Senate  for  malprac- 
tices, it  would  be  a  different  matter.  As  it  was,  he 
thought  it  a  sub;ect  on  which  they  could  not  act  with  pro- 
priety, and  he  liad  wished  that  the  memorialist  had  been 
allowed  to  withdraw  his  papers  when  the  motion  was 
made  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  fWmi  Kentucky.  It 
ouglit  to  have  been  wididrawn  in  its  incipient  stage.  Of 
Mr.  Sparhawk,  Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  nothing.  He  might 
have  great  cause  of  complaint ;  but  this  was  not  the  place 
for  him  to  apply  to.  He  had  nothing  to  say  against  ac- 
commodating the  Reporters.  They  were  aseful  indivi- 
duals, and  he  believed  the  Public  was  much  indebted  to 
them.  There  were,  he  knew,  complaints  that  they  some- 
times committed  errors — but  he  thought  they  were  gene- 
rally correct — and  indeed  to  him  it  was  matter  of  wonder 
that  they  did  not  make  ten  mistakes  where  they  made 
one.  They  certainly  exhibited  a  desire  to  be  correct, 
and  ought  to  be  admitted  to  all  proper  privileges.  But 
Mr.  Sparhawk*s  resort  for  the  injuiy  he  complained  of, 
was  not  here.  He  must  apply  to  a  court  of  justice.  If  a 
complaint  had  been  lodged  against  the  Printer  to  the  Se- 
nate, he  should  liave  been  ready  to  consider  it  and  vote 
upon  it  In  the  present  case,  he  wished  the  matter 
might  drop  where  it  was  ;  and  hoped  that  the  motion  to 
allow  the  parties  to  withdraw  their  papers  mig^t  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  remarked,  that  he  did 
not  attempt  to  assert  any  right  on  the  part  of  the  person 
now  applying  here .  But  he  thought  all  the  papen  ought 
to  be  put  together ;  and  was  therefore  in  lavor  of  receiv- 
ing the  communication. . 

Mr.  NOBLB  desired  to  hear  the  statement  read. 

Mr.  EATON  observed,  that  it  couM  not  he  read  if  it 
was  not  received  ;  and  that  the  question  upon  receiving    • 
must  first  be  taken. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that,  if  the  motion  to  read  was  sus« 
tained  by  tlu;  Senate,  the  paper  might  be  read. 

Mr.  EATON  repeated,  that  he  could  not  see  any  just 
ground  for  considering  it  at  all,  as  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  quarrt:l 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  the  reason  why  the  object  of  all 
memorials,  etc.  was  stated  on  being  presented,  was,  that 
the  fact  might  be  ascertained  whether  they  were  proper 
subjects  of  consideration.  The  object  of  this  paper  had 
been  stated,  and  it  was  evident  that  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  case  before  the  Senate.  For  this  reason,  he  was 
against  receiving  it*. 

Mr.  NOBLE  rose  to  make  some  romarks,  but 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  observed,  that  a  question 
on  reading  could  not  be  debated  ;  and  read  the  rule  to 
that  effect  from  Jefferson's  Manual. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  reading  tlie  statement 
offered  from  Mr.  Agg^  it  was  negatived. 

The  question  occurred  on  receiving  the  communica- 
tion, when  it  was  rejected. 

TtJssDAT,  FsBBUinT  5,  1838. 

[The  Senate  was  principally  occupied,  tonCay*  in  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business,] 
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WsnmCBDAT,  FSBEUABT  6, 1828. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  mak- 
ine  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the  Rcvolutiomary 
and  other  Pensioners  of  the  United  States  was  again  ta- 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  m  addi- 
«'  tion  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  former  appropna- 
"  tions,  of  five  hundred  and  si^ty-four  thousand  dollars, 
«« two  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars,"  and  to 
insert  eig-ht  hundi'cd  thousand  dollars. 

M^  SMITH  said  that  he  was  instructed  to  make  this 
motion  by  the  Committee  on  Finance-  The  Committee, 
since  the  subject  was  last  discussed,  have  had  a  corres- 
pondence with  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject.  It 
appears  to  the  Committee  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  will  be  sufficient  for  the  pensions  of  the 
year  1828.  The  unexpended  balance,  five  hundred  and 
sixty-four  thousand  dollars,  added  to  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  six  thousand  dollars,  proposed  to  be  ap- 
propriated in  the  bill,  will  answer  the  same  purpose,  so 
far  as  regards  the  pensions  of  1828.  Uut  the  unexpended 
balance,  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  dollars, 
might  be  called  for  this  year,  by  those  to  whom  it  was 
due  ;  and,  there  being  no  money  in  the  Treasuir  to  meet 
the  demand,  the  pensioners  would  be  compelled  to  apply 
to  Congress  for  relief.  The  Committee  thought  it  best 
to  leave  the  unexpended  balance  subject  to  the  claims 
upon  it,  and  to  appropriate,  independently  of  that,  a  suf- 
ficient sum  to  meet  the  pensions  of  the  year  1828. 

The  Secretary  of  War  thought  the  appropriation  should 
be  made,  as  proposed  in  t\\e  bill ;  yet  he  would  have  the 
right  to  take  up  the  unexpended  bal^nqe  and  pay  it  away 
if  it  should  be  called  for.  ^  Jhe.  Comnjitt^e.w^re  not  of 
this  opinion^  '^libugh  t^iis  Hact been. the  pracfiri  nf  ih<s 
CSovcnun'eni,  it  waf  fllegal. '  .the  ict.pf  J820  iorbid,^  \U 
No  iriconvenrencc'*couT4  ai^  fronsl.the  jcqurse  propo^rcd 
by  the  C'ommVtteel '",  The  sum  unexpended  w  on  Id*  aft  pr 
theiisual  time,  goto  the  surpliis"  fund.  ^  'Vh^  Gliicf  Clerjc 
of  fheFeiislon  OJRce,  ilr.  Edwards,  had  given  it.  us  Lis 
ojpiiiI6nthaUhe"five  hundred  and  sixty-four  thpusa^id  dpl- 
ls5"9  would  be  callecl  for.  It  'was.  jilso  ^vidqTit,  from  cal- 
ciilanphs  which  j;ir.  SIWrtTH  made,  jthat  all  thpac  were, 
not  dead,  whose  peHsions  had  not  been  demanded. '  >Ir. 
S.  had  Miggested,  he  Wid,  the  prppriety  of  enactipg  a 
law  that'all  pensioners,  who  did  not,  for  two  years,  apply 
for  their  pensibns,  ^houU  be  coiisidefed  as  dead.  But  he 
had  Wen  mfptmed  that  a  law  was  unnecessary  for  th^ 
purpose,  as  it  could  fie  done  by  a  regulation  of  the  Be-, 
parunen't.  ,-.,.,-.  *    , 

Mr.  IIAH^TSON  would  votc.he  said,  for  the  apprppn- 
aiibhs  proposed  by  the  Committee.  /J'he  ^iison  why  the; 
pehsionei-s  had  no:t  applied  for  the  sums  due  to  them,,  was 
not  that  fl^ey  weris  dead,  but  that  the  pension  systepi  is 
codiplTcale^'  The  process' of  drawing  the  money  was: 
tedioiiaC  and' difficult  Mr.  H".* would  .take  occasion,  h€ 
said;Vtt~a  i^rbiier  time,  »  call  the'aUentibn.'  dj  the  Sienate 
td  Ihis  subjcot/'and  ewdeayortb  de^se  some  easier  mean^ 
by  which  thes^  meritonous  men  might  be  e^Ied  to  re- 
c^iv^froniGbvcrnm^nllheip 'scanty  pittance.  .-  : 

The  am«ndnifeBt  was  kgTeed'i6,,and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  fdf  a  thifdj reading.    •  ; 

;  ;    .'    .      DISCRIMINATING  DUTIES. 
The  bill  ill  additi^i  to  an  acti  en<itle<l  **An  act  con- 
cerning discriminating  duties  on  tonnage  and  impost," 
having  been  taken  up — 

Mr.  WOODBURY  «id,  tli6  bill  now  under  consider- 
ation, relates*  to  a  subject  ot  no  small  magnitude.  As 
it  is  not  accompanied  by  any  report  of  fgcta'or  princi- 
ples in  its  support,,  because  such  a  report'  wa»  mhde  at 
a  .former  session  to  this  body/1  must  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  a  fevf  minutes,  to  recall  to  their  minds 


the  history  and  present  condition  of  our  discrimination 
duties,  the  changes  that  will  be  effected  by  this  bld» 
and  the  reasons  in  favor  of  those  chanp^s.      The  duties 
imposed    on    American  vessels,  coming  fit)m    abroad, 
were  always,  prior  to  the  year  1815,  only  six  cents  per 
ton.    Those  imposed  on  ftireign  vessels,  prior  to  that 
period,  were  fifty  cents  per  ton  on  the  vessel,  and  ten 
per  cent,  additional  impost  on  the  cargo.     Since  1804, 
these  last  have  also  been  subjected  to  fif^  cenU  per 
ton    light    money.       Thus  making   the  discrimination 
forty-four  cents  per  ton  without,  and  ninety-four  cents 
per  ton  with,   light  money  on  the  vessel,  and  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  cargo.    Since  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  the 
discrimination  remains  the  same,  except  in  certain  cases, 
and  as  to  certain  nations  which  I  will  now  proceed  la 
particularize.     In  no  cases  has  the  duty  on  American 
vessels  been  altered,  except  the  addition  of  fif^y  centa 
per  ton,  March  1st,  1817,  whenever  their  crew  and  offi. 
cers  were  not  two-thirds  Americans.      But,  in  respect 
to  foreign  vessels,  it  was  proposed,  by  an  act  of  the  3d 
of   March,    1815,   to    abolish  all  discriminating  duties 
whatever,  upon  them  or  their  cargoes,  when  the  last 
was  the  "growth  or  produce  of  the  country**  where  the 
vessel  was  owned,  provided  a  reciprocal  rule  was  there 
adopted  in  relation  to  this  country.     Some  doubts  arose 
as  to  the  application  of  this  act  to  countries  where  no 
discriminating  duties  had  existed  to  be  "abolished" — 
and,  also,  as  to  cargoes  not  Ihe  "  growth  or  produce" 
of  a  particular  country,  but  of  some  other  country,  iii 
the  interior  of  a  continent,  and,  ti'ansported  thence  by 
land,  or  boat  navigation,  were  ••  usually  first  shipped" 
at  the  ports  of  a  different  nation,     rtcnce,  January  7th, 
1624,  thepbrascology  wits  altered  fi*om  "abolished," 
J^c.  to  ** imposed  ?"  ahd  the=  privilege  of  the  bargo  \Va« 
extended  firomF  tlie**  growth  and  jiroduce  of  the  coun- 
ty," to  afty  article  ""first  or  usiUlly  shipped"  at  any 
porta  in  the  •  Netherlands;  or.  Prussia,  (h6  HdhSefatic  ci. 
ties  of  HamburgrLubet,  and  Dremeh-;-a!nd  at  any  ports 
in- Norway;  Sardiniai  Rufeia,  eft-  the  Dukeddifi  of  Olden- 
burg.     It  is,  by  the  way,  Somewhat  singular,  that  this 
Ikst   privilege  should  hitVe   been  limited  to  pkrticulor 
places,  vrhen  the. -rule  Ja  old  a?  the  navigation  law  of 
1651,   vrhetevcr  foreign  vessels  Ure   allowed  to    bring 
theu-  own  produte,  to  admit  in  them  ail  other  produce 
"  usually  first  shipped  at  their  ports  j"  artd,  on  this  prin- 
ciple, Venice,   Genoa,    ami  'Leghorn,  have  long   been 
plsites  from  which  Asiatic  goods  from  the  Levant  were 
pe)"initted  to  be,  in  their  vessels,  introduced  Into  Eng-* 
land.     In  this  way,  now,  American  produce! 'descending 
the  St  La.wrencc,  is  mostly  shipped  from  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  with  the  character,  and  all  the  privileges  of 
Canadian  produce.      Under  the  la^vs  of  1815 and  1824 
before   mentioned,  and  'under  certain  commercial  Con- 
ventions, since  complelted  .with  foreip^n  nations,  the  ibl-' 
lowing;  ;cliangep  as  to  dutiea  on  fVjreign  vesseb.  Have  oc- 
curred wnce  March  3d,  1815.      British  vessels,  by  the' 
Convention  of  December '2?,,  1815,  pay  only  tlws  same 
duty  as  ;An>erican  ones,  unle;is  coniing  fVom  places  where ' 
American  vessels  are  prohibited  ;  but  when  coming  froin  • 
theseJast  places,  they  pay  $2  per.t^n/ by  oiiT  act  of  March : 
3d',,l^'(7.  I  say  nothing  now  as'tpChe  laWft  about  the  Col-  • 
onial  intercjourse  with  the  British 'West  lYidiesJ      French  ' 
ves^l8,.by  the  Convention  of  June  24th,  1823,  and  by 
our  act  of  March  3.d,  1823,  pay  only  $1  duty,;  per  tbn,  on 
the  ship,  and-  ^  75  per  ton,  on  the  cargo,' drmirtiShing 
one-fbiii-ttt  annually,  after  September,  1-8^4. "  S^'cdish  ves- ' 
sels,  by  the  dbnventiot)  of  1818,*  sJ*e  placed  on  the  terras- 
of  the  act  of  March,  1815;  sd  that  the  discriminating  du- 
tiej  n<vw  exist,  as  to'Jlngland  and  prance,  only  to  the  ex- , 
tent  above  named  ;  by t  as  to  Sweden,' Denmark,  Nor- 
way,   Russia,    Prussia,..  Sardinia,   the  Hanse-lowf)8,  the 
Dukedom    of  Oldenburg   and  ^uatem^ila,  they  do  not 
exist  i^t  an  as  to  their  vessels  and  cajrgoes,  when  bring- 
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ing  carj^oet  of  ihea  own  produce  or  CTowth  $  nor^  in 
the  most  of  them,  when  carg^ees  not  of  their  produce, 
if  usually  first  shipped  at  their  ports.  But,  with  the 
exceptions  hereafter  to  be  named,  discriminations  still 
exist  as  to  all  other  nations  ;  and,  as  to  those  places  be 
fore  eaumerated,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  discri- 
minations still  exist  on  all  vessels  with  cargoes,  not  of 
their  •*  growth  or  produces"  nor  "  usually  first  shipped" 
«t  their  ports. 

The  present  act  proposes  to  do  away  the  whole  of 
these  remaining  cfiscrimmations.  It  removes,  whenever 
H  reciprocal  rule  may  prevail,  all  extra  duties  on  ton 
nage,  in  all  cases,  and  all  extra  duties  on  merchandise 
in  all  cases,  whether  the  last  be  the  produce  and  manu- 
facture of  the  nation  ow  ning  tlie  vessel,  or  usually  first 
shipped  there,  though  not  her  produce  and  manufac 
ture  :  or  whetiier  it  be  produce  and  manufacture,  how 


vemment.  Tliese  reasons  justified  the  English  naviga- 
tion  laws  in  1651,  and  our  own  discriminating  duties  in 
1790  ;  but  would  ill  apply  to  our  present  condition  and 
piospects. 

As  regards  revenue,  die  discrimination  yields  but  lit- 
tle, since  the  foreign  tonnage  is  now  so  small;  and. 
that  little  is  far  flrom  being  wanted  to  meet  the  oidina- 
ry  demands  of  the  Treasury.  As  regards  national  de- 
fence, we  have  already. a  navy  second  to  none  of  its 
size ;  the  appropriations  for  ito  increase  are  liberal,  and 
our  navigation,  inferior  to  only  one  Power  in  the  world, 
can  now  furnish  seamen  to  meet  any  call  whatever,  in 
any  national  -emergency.  Again :  we  are  the  carriers 
for  other  nations,  rather  than  the  employers  of  |hem 
to  transport  for  us ;  and  instead  of  foreiirn  vessels  en- 
grossing nearly  half  the  tonnage  in  our  foreign  trade, 
as  in  the  year  1789,  or  liaving  100,000  out  of  234,000 


ever   frequently    re-shipped ;  or  coming  from  nations  '  tons,  they  now  constitute  only  about  eight^hundredtha 
however    remote.       What   are  the  reasons  in  favor  of  of  it,  or  something  like  92,000  out  of  1«000,000  toi^s. 


these  important  changes  }  Do  they  spring  from  sound 
authorities,  and  are  they  well  supported  oy  principle  > 
More  than  t.wenty  years  ago,  some  of  our  most  sagacious 
and  intelligent  mercliants  urged  this  policy  upon  this 
country,  and  one  of  them,  most  venerable  for  his  ex 
perience  and  public  services,  now  in  my  eye,  attempted 
its  adoption  in  vain. 

After  the  embarrassments  to  our  commerce,  com- 
roencing  in  1807,  and  ending  with  the  peace  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1815,  this  policy  was  again  essayed,  in  part, 
by  the  able  negotiator  of  our  Convention  with  Sweden 
in  1818.  One  article  in  that  Convention  provided  for 
the  admission,  without  discriminating  duties,  of  any  West 
India  produce  in  our  vessels,  and  for  an  admisnon  in 
the  same  manner,  in  their  vessels,  of  any  produce  of  the 
Baltic.  But  the  article  waj  reiected  by  the  Senate.  It 
was  not  till  1825,  that  the  subject  was  again  renewed 
and  recommended  in  the  'annual  Executive  message  to 
Congress.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
for  that  year  made  a  very  full  report  and  speech  in  expla- 
nation of  the  subject,  and  a  bill  like  the  present  passed 
tlie.Senate  without  a  division.  But  in  the  other  House  an 
amendment  was  attached  to  it,  embracing  the  removal 
of  discriminating  duties  as  to  the  British  Colonies  ;  and 
such  was  the  diversity  of  opinion,  then,  unfortunately, 
entertained  on  the  Colonial  question,  tliat  the  bill,  with 
that  amendment,  was  never  pushed  through  either 
House.  The  same  fate,  fi-om  a  like  cause,  attended  a 
separate  bill  in  the  Senate,  the  same  Session,  on  the 
subject  of  that  amendment,    as  all  who  hear  me,  and 


Again  :  we  are  known  by  experience,  the  surest  test  of 
all  theories,  to  possess  a  skill  and  economy  in  building 
vessels,  a  cheapness  in  fitting  them  out,  an  activity  in 
sailing  them,  which,  without  discrimination,  would  give 
us  an  advantage  in  coping  with  any  commercial  Power  in 
existence.  Persons  of  more  practical  knowledge  than 
myself  have,  during  the  last  ten  years,  become  x:onvinc- 
ed,  that  such  are  the  accurate  calculations  of  our  mer- 
chants, the  youth  and  agility  of  our  seamen,  and  the  in- 
telligence of  our  ship-masters,  that  American  vessels  can, 
on  an  average,  make  three  trips  to  Europe,  while  a  fo- 
reign vessel  is  making  two.  It  must  be  manifest  to  aU» 
that  circumstances  like  these,  rather  than  any  discrimi- 
nating duty,  must  always  pre  and  maintain  to  us  a  supe- 
riority and  protection,  which  leave  nothing  to  be  feared 
from  the  fullest  competition.  Again :  the  manafacture 
of  vessels,  so  fiur  from  needing  the  duty,  is,  in  fkct,  en- 
cumbered by  its  operation.  Look  a  moment  at  the  &cta. 
Of  all  the  present  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States,  about  nine-tentlis  is  American ;  and 
since  the  last  war,  the  foreign  tonnage  has  never  exceed- 
ed thirteen-bundredths,  and  has  sometimes  been  as  low 
as  eight-hundredths.  On  the  supposition  that  discrimi- 
nating duties  existed  every  where  abroad,  as  well  as  here, 
we  have  nine-tenths  of  the  tonnage  ih  our  foreign  trade 
taxed  to  us  by  those  duties ;  while  we  tax  to  others,  in 
return,  only  one-tenth.  Such  is  the  comparative  dii»d- 
vantage  to  American  vessels,  under  this  system,  and  on 
this  hypothesis.  Arain :  we  export  annually  from  «xty 
^  to  eighty  millions  of  produce,  which,  without  any  of  the 

were  then  present,  have  good  cause  to  remember.     This    regulations  since  1815,  pays,  or  is  taxed  abroaa  with  a 


measure,  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me,  perhaps  the 
want  of  time,  was  not  revived  during  the  last  Session. 
But  within  the  past  three  years  we  have  ratified  trea 
ties  with  Guatemala,  Denmark,  the  Hanseatic  Repub- 
lics, and  Sweden,  based  on  the  grounds  of  this  bill ;  and 
the  subject  being  now  re-called  to  the  attention  of  this 
body,  it  remains  for  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the 
principles  In  its  favor  are  such  as  to  meet  their  full  ap 
probation  Tlioae  principles  embrace  the  great  para- 
mount one  of  all  liberal  GovemmentB,  that  trade  should 
be  free ;  that  all  shackles  on  commerce  should  be 
stricken  ojf ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  lights  and 
spirit  of  the  present  age,  that  every  thing  in  navigation 
should  be  left  to  the  &r  competition  of  industry,  enter- 
prise,  and  skill.  That,  in  a  country  which  justly  boasts 
of  the  freedom  and  superiority^  of  its  institutions,  no- 
thing is  to  be  feared  from  a  rivalship  on  this  subject, 
free  as  air,  and  extensive  as  the  widest  range  of  civiliza- 
tion. Perhaps  the  only  just  limits  to  this  general  prin- 
ciple in  commercial  afiairs,  are  the  necessities,  which 
sometimes  exist,  to  fiivor  the  multiplication  of  seamen 
and  vessels  for  national  defence  {  or,  by  discrimination, 
to  obtain  a  revemic  for  th*  customary  expenses  of  Go- 


discriminating  duty  ;  while,  in  1825,  out  of  $96,340,075 
imports,  only  f  4,437,563  were  in  foreign  ve-ssels,  and 
taxed  in  return  for  sixty  or  eighty  millions,  with  a  dis- 
criminating duty  of  only  ten  per  centum  on  the  cargo. 
In  1826,  out  of  $84,974,477,  the  imports  in  foreign -ves- 
sels were  only  $4,196,357,  leaving  the  disparity  against 
us  in  the  discriminating  duties  on  the  cargt>es  in  about 
the  same  proportion  as  in  1825.  1  know  that  many  of 
our  exports  went  to  countries  where,  no  discriminatifig 
duties  under  the  acts  of  1815  and  1824,  and  under  the 
treaties  made  since,  are  imposed  upon  articles  of  our  own 
growth  and  produce ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  many  of  the  importa  here,  out  of  the  . 
four  millions  and  a  fraction  in  foreign  vessels,  are  enter- 
ed under  the  same  kws  and  treaties,  without  any  discri- 
minating duties.  I  have  not  time  now  to  furnish  the  Se* 
nate  with  the  exact  details ;  but  it  is  fair  to  presume^  the 
ratio  in  both  cases  is  not  very  unlike ;  and  tne  compara- 
tive disparity  against  us  about  the  same. 

In  considering  evexy  view  of  this  subject,  it  is  proper 
to  reflect,  also,  ti)aft  though  the  99,417  tons,  or  about 
one-tenth  of  the  tonnage  in  our  fbreig:n  trade,  in  the  year 
1825,  belonged  mostly  to  Eng-land,  France,  andthc  Han- 
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icaiic  towns,  uid  not  m  ireisel  of  it  to  any  other  nation  in 
the  trade  between  this  country  and  Russia,  Frussia,  Tur- 
key, the,  Levant,  Austria,  Africa,  the  East  Indies,  ChinSf 
Hayti,  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  nor  in  1825,  to  Mexico  or  Oo- 
lotnbis  i  yet  the  discrinoinating'  duties  in  some  of  those 
countries  might,  and  in  some  insUnces  do,  still  exist, 
against  both  our  vessels  and  careoes  where  tliese  coun- 
tries have  not  entered  into  the  liberal  policy  of  1815.  It 
has  been  suggested,  in  opposition  to  the  extenaon  still 
further  of  the  policy  of  1815,  to  all  kinds  of  merchan- 
dise whatever,  that,  since  the  year  1815,  our  foreign  ton- 
nage has  declined,  and  the  decline  might  be  attributed  to 
the  introduction  of  that  policy.  But  a  moment's  consi- 
deration will  show,  that  here,  as  in  many  other  cases, 
events  following  each  other  in  date,  are  not  connected  as 
cause  and  effect  Our  foreign  tonnage  in  the  year  1816 
was,  to  be  sure*  1,300,000,  and  is  now,  or  was  in  1825, 
only  about  1 ,055,446.  But  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that, 
in  1816,  foreigners  enjoyed  258,090  tons,  or  one-ftfth  of 
the  whole ;  while,  in  1825,  they  enjoyed  only  95,Q60 
tons,  or  about  one-tenth  of  the  «rhole.  So  that  the  Ameri- 
can tonnage  in  the  foreign  trade  is  now  in  a  proportion 
nearly  double  to  wl»at  it  was  then.  The  decline,  then, 
is  not  comparative ;  neither  is  it  from  the  removal  of  the 
discriminating  duties ;  but  .it  undoubtedly  has  arisen  from 
the  long  peace  in  Europe,  which  naturally  diminishes  our 
exports,  and  from  the  circumstance,  that,  as  tlie  many 
old  vessels  in  1816  cease  to  be  sea- worthy,  they  have 
been  supplied  by  smaller  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade, 
where  their  employment  could  (>e  more  profitable.  As 
proof  of  this,  the  coasting  trade,  including  all  enrolled 
and  licensed  tonnage,  has  risen,  from  1815  to  1825,  over 
200,000  tons,  or  ftom  513,833  to  722,323  tons.  Indeed, 
in  1816,  it  was  only  571,458  tons,  while  it  now  exceeds 
considerably  all  our  tonnage  engaged  in  the  foreign 
trade. 

But  we  not  only  want  the  discrimination  removed 
abroad,  wherever  it  still  exists  on  oUr  products,  freight- 
ed in  onr  own  vessels  {  because  our  products  transported 
are  much  more  valuable  in  amount  than  theirs  in  their 
vessels  $  but  because  ours  being  necessaries  of  life,  and 
raM-  materials,  will  always  hereafter  be  much  surer  in  de- 
mand than  theirs,  as  mere  luxuries  of  life ;  or  manufac  * 
tures,  for  which  we,  at  home,  arc  able,  generally,  to  fur- 
nish S4ibstitules.  A  very  direct  tendency  of  the  present 
measure  will,  also,  be  to  relieve  our  present  exports  of 
foreign  products,  amotmting,  in  1625.  to  32,590,643  dol 
lars,  and  in  1826,  to  24,539,612  dollars,  from  that  discri 
minating  duty,  which  does  not  come  .within  the  scope  of 
the  act  of  1815,  or  1824,  and  which  has  ne\*er  been  re- 
moved abroad,  reciprocally,  to  any  great  extent,  except 
by  recent  treaties  with  Central  America,  Denmark,  the 
Hanseatic  Republics,  and  Sweden.  By  those  treaties,  as 
before  named,  every  species  of  discrimination,  whether 
on  vessels  or  merchandise  of  any  kind,  is  entirely  abol 
ished.  These  exports  of  foreign  articles,  if  burthened  with 
only  ten  percent,  increased  duty,  cqiuil  to  what  is  now 
imposed  here  in  like  cases,  would  expose  us  abroad  to  an 
annual  tax  of  over  2,000,000  dollars,  while  the  same  in- 
creased duty  on  the  amount  of  all  kind  of  imports  here, 
in  foreign  vessels,  would  be  only  about  400,000  dollars. 
Should  we,  in  this  cwmtry,  extend  the  period  of  draw- 
backs, and  adopt  more  extensively  the  warehouse  system, 
as  now  contemplated,  it  will  become  still  more  useful  to 
us  to  assort  the  cargoes  Cf  our  vessels  to  all  nations,  with- 
out encountering,  as  to  any  part  of  those  carg^s,  either 
prohibitions  or  discriminations.  The  renwval  of  every 
unequal  and  odious  distinction  will  promote  harmony  in 
our  foreign  intercourse.  It  will  extend  to  them  the  same 
favors  we  ask  in  return.  It  will  reciprocate  every  privi- 
lege. It  will  invitfc  free  and  full  interchange  of  surplus 
commodities  of  every  kind,  and  ,remove  the  usual  occa- 
sions for  angry  relations  and  expensive  wars.  ,Where  na- 
Voi..  IV.--16 


ture,  or  habit,  or  political  foresight,  has  given  any  advan- 
tages to  one  nation  over  another,  she  will  enjoy  them  while 
deserving  them.  But  none  will  dread  a  monopoly  ;  and 
exchanges  will  profitably  happen  on  those  liberal  prin- 
ciples,  which  ought  always  to  distinguish  an  age  of  free 
and  thorougli  Inquiry  from  one  of  limited  enterprise  and 
narrow  views.  The  present  state  of  our  intercourse  with 
the  British  West  India  Islands  is  a  strong  illustration  of 
the  folly  of  such  collisions.  I  shall  not  travel  out  of  my 
present  path  to  investigate  the  origin  of  those  collinons, 
or  to  fix  censure  either  upon  one  party  or  the  other.  But 
this  much  is  clearly 'manifest,  that  while,,  by  the-  Treaty 
with  Denmark,  of  April  26,  1826,  we  have  a  free  trade 
with  her  Colonics  in  the  West  Indies,  in  all  kinds  of  mer- 
chandise, except  in  navigation  directly  to  the  mother  coun- 
try ;  and  by  the  Treaty  with  Sweden,  of  July  4,  1827,  a 
still  fVeer  trade  with  Saint  Bartholemew^;  and  by  a  French 
Ordinance,  of  February  5,  1826,  a  copy  of  which  is  laid 
on  our  tables  this  momiug,  a  trade  to  the  islands  of  Mar- 
linique  and  Gaudaloupe,  on  an  equal  footing,  in  many 
valuable  staples  ;  yet,  with  the  islands  beliinging  to  Eng- 
land, whose  geographical  position  and  habits  make  an  in- 
tercourse stin  more  profitably  to  both  parties,  we  have  in 
being  on  both  sides,  total  prohibitions 

By  means  of  these  prohibitions,  over  100,000  tons  of 
our  shipping  have  the  last  year  been  diverted  from  their 
accustomed  channel  of  busincs'i ;  while,  on  the  part  of 
the  British,  only  about  8,000  tons  have  been  so  diverted, 
>nd  that  chiefly  to  their  own  ports  in  New  Brunswick  and 
Canada,  further  Northeast  The  consequence  to  us  has 
been,  that  this  kind  of  shipping,  though  forced  abroad 
with  cargoes,  rather  than  to  rot  at  our  wharves,  has  been 
compelled  to  seek  new  markets  or  a  circuitous  voya|fe  to 
old  ones,  thus  taking  the  produce  with  higher  freights 
and  double  commissions,  and  lias  cousequently  fallen  in 
value  at  many  American  ports  more  than  twenty  per  cent. 
Without  including  the  depressing  influence  of  this  on  the 
price  of  our  produce,  and  the  pi<ospects  of  its  growers, 
this  may  prove  an  useful  lesson  to  all  nations  of  the  im^ 
policy  of  an  unprofitable,  if  not  obstinate  adherence  to 
discriminating  duties,  or  of  any  tardiness  to  adopt,  when 
offered,  reciprocal  liberality  in  their  commercial  inter- 
course. 

By  this  bill  we  now  hold  out  the  olive  branch  to  all. 
If  our  terms  are  accepted,  we  may  obtain  most  of  the 
tranbportation  now  enjoyed  by  foreigners  in  the  eight  or 
ten  hundredths  of  our  tbreign  tonnage  ;  as  they  now  are 
enabled  to  compete  with  us  to  that  extent,  chiefly  by 
the  discrimination  they  enjoy  at  home.  We  may  relieve 
our  own  existing  foreign  tonnage  from  some  onerous 
duties,  now  imposed  in  some  foreign  ports.  We  may 
send  our  own  products  and  manufactures,  as  well  as  our 
large  exports  of  foreign  articles,  to  every  region  unin- 
cumbered, wherever  nature  or  custom  may  render  them 
desirable  and  useful.  On  the  other  hand,  by  this  arrange- 
ment, we  may  enable  foreigners  to  make  greater  sale* 
of  tiicir  own  produce  and  manufactures,  to  cheapen  their 
transportation,  to  procure  at  a  lower  price  their  wonted 
supplies,  and  in  these,  and  other  particulars,  to  become 
amply  remunerated  for  every  indulgence  granted  to 
strangers.  But,  wl)ether  accepted  or  not,  by  nations, 
other  than  those  who  already  have  adopted  the  basis 
of  this  bill,  we  shall,  at  all  events,  by.  its  passage,  act  in 
conformity  to  the  boasted  principles  of  our  free  Go- 
vernment. We  shall'  second  the  liberal  spirit  of  the 
present  age  ;  and  if  our  advances  are  repulsed  with  an 
unconciliating  tempei-,  we  shall  still  enjoy  the  satisfac- 
tion  of  having  attempted,  on  our  part,  to  discharge,  with 
all  good  fidelity,  our  duty,  both  to.  that  age  so  interest- 
ing  as  our  own,  and  to  that  country  of  qur  birth  and  af- 
fections, so  forward,  if  not  foremost,  in  the  improvements 
of  that  agc»  I  shall  forbear  td  detain  the  Senate  with 
any  further  detail  on  this  subject,  unless  called  for  by  ob- 
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jections  to  the  bill,  or  by  inquiries  from  gentlemen^ which    portunity  might  be  giYen  to  ooyciliate  France.     Would 

it  roay  be  in  my  power  to  answer.  it  not  be  ^od  policy  to  reduce  the  duty  on  her  wine% 

Mr.  SULSBEE  made  a  few  remarks — which  were  not   an  article  m  which  she  takes  the  greatest  interest  ^    Mr. 

heard  by  the  Reporter.   He  was  understood,  boweyer,  as  |^S.  hoped  such  a  measitfe  would  be  adopted^and  hfi 


agreeing,  generally,  in  opinion  with  Mr.  WOODBURY, 
but  differing  in  details. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  had  considered  this  subject 
for  a  long  time,  and  was  a  firm  advocate  of  the  principle 
of  the  bUl.  But,  so  clear  a  view  of  the  question  bad  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  that, when 
called  on,  as  a  commercial  man,  to  express  himself  on  the 
subject,  he  hardly  knew  what  to  say.  When  this  country 
came  out  of  the  Rerolutionary  war,  discriminating  duties 
were  imposed.  At  that  time  Baltimore  owned  ten  times 
the  number  of  three-masted  vessels  as  New  York,  and 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  coasting^trade.  The  ad- 
vantages derived  fhim  the  passage  of  that  act  were  in- 
stantaneous. The  trade  of  this  country  was  benefitted, 
and  that  of  Great  Britain  somewhat  prejudiced*  That 
nation  then  contemplated  a  retaliation  upon  us.  They 
waited  until  a  good  opportunity  offered,  and  that  they 
found  at  the  negotiation  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  This  treaty 
enabled  them  to  retaliate  the  discriminating  duty  upon 
us— and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war  which  ensued,  they 
would  have  carried  all  the  trade  from  the  United  States 
to  Great  Britain. 

I  introduced  this  subject,  said  Mr.  S.  in  the  year  1803. 
Our  Eastern  brethren  doubted  the  policy  of  the  measure. 
At  an  after  period  such  an  apt  passed,  extending,  howe- 
ver, to  but  a  portion  of  our  commerce  with  foreign  coun- 
tries. What  was  then  the  language  of  our  merchants  > 
They  said  let  us  alono — give  us  a  free  ahd  open  trade, 
and  we  can  take  care  of  ourselves.  From  that  time  the 
principle  has  gradually  gone  on.  The  advanUges  have 
been  great  to  the  country,  and,  if  this  bill  pass,  they  will 
still  be  enltfged.  It  relieves  us  from  the  apprehension 
of  retaliatory  measures  on  the  part  of  forei^  nations.  A 
free  and  open  trade  is  the  only  true  Amencan  System. 
It  is  no  new-fangled  plan  for  the  benefit  of  a  favored 
class,  but  is  a  policy  that  has  been  long  acknowledged  as 
good,  and  satisfactorily  tested.  We  ask  no  more  from 
other  nations  <  and,  if  they  universally  reciprocate  the 
measure,  we  feel  confident  that  we  can  excel  them  in 
talung  advantage  of  the  sytftem,  from  the  superiority  of 
our  navigators,  and  the  general  enterprise  of  the  country. 
The  prospect  in  such  a  case  is  fair  that  we  shall  become 
the  carrier*  of  other  nations.  He  would  venture  to  say 
that,  if  this  principle  were  extended  to  the  ports  of  the 
Meditetranean,  this  country  would  have  the  carrying 
trade  to  a  great  extent.  Holland  treats  us  as  she  has  al- 
ways treated  us,  with  gre^t  liberality.  She  admits  us  into 
the  ports  of  Java.  We  are,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
earners  for  England,  and  also  for  France,  since  the  Con- 
vention. And  he  believed  that  every  Power  with  which 
we.trade  will  admit  us  into  their  ports  on  equal  terms,  if 
weibold  out  to  them  inducements  to  do  so^  Bonaparte 
saw  the  bebefit  of  such  a  system  ;  and  put  his  finger  on 
it,  when  he  established  his  Continental  System.  Immense 
pttmben  of  our  vessels  were  now  employed  in  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  Mediterranean^  and  gained,  as  they  were 
entitled  to,  a  liberal  profit.  And  when  the  obstructions 
to  the  British  Colonial  Trade  were  removed,  we  should 
be  ^le  to  go  all  over  the  world.  This  countrv  had  set 
the  example  of  liberahty,  and  it  had  been  followed  by 
many  foreign  Powers  already.  A  paper  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  which  showed  that  we  were  admitted  recipro- 
cally with  sJmostallthe  articles  which  we  carry  to  France. 
She  rejectSL  nothing  but  our  pork  and  flour»  and,  if  we 
can  hold  oat,  during  this  session,  some  amicable  propo- 
sidon  to  that  country,  we  may  hope  that  she  will  admit 
our  flour.  One  good  turn-  deserves  another,  and  gene- 
tally  begets  another.  A  different  subject  would  probably 
com«  befbre  the  Senate  in  a  TeW  days,  in  which  an  op- 


trusted  that,  if  it  were,  France  would  reciprocate  the  act. 
The  conduct  of  that  Government  had  been  highly  liberal 
towards  u«,  compared  with  that  of  a|Mun  and  Portugal* 
who  had  refused  to  receive  any  of  our  products,  except 
in  the  Islands  of  TenerifFe,  Fayal,  and  a  tew  others.  Now» 
as  France  has  shown  a  friendly  spirit,  why  should  we  not 
take  her  by  the  hand,  and  fully  reciprocate  this  amioahle 
disposition  ?  Whatever  might  be  said  of  the  pctliticB  of 
the  Minister  of  France,  he  had  certainly  shown  a  friendly 
disposition  towards  us,  even  against  his  own  interest,  as 
that  part  of  his  administration  bad  been  disapproved  by 
the  merchants  of  Bordeaux.  He  had  not  intended  to  say 
so  much  when  he  rose,  and  would  conclude  by  repeating 
his  desire  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  SILSBEE. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  did  not  apprehend  any  opposition 
to  the  principles  or  provisions  or  this  bill.  He  had  long 
been  in  favor  of  it,  and  had  advocated  the  same  principle 
on  former  occasions.  He  believed  tha^  whatever  doubts 
might  formerly  have  been  entertained  in  relation  to  the 
policy  of  this  measure,  there  was  but  one  opinion  among 
the  commercial  men  in  this  country,  at  the  present  time, 
viz :  that  nothing  was  wanted  for  the  commerce  of  this 
country  but  a  free  and  perfect  reciprocity  of  intercourse 
and  trade ;  that  we  did  not  fear  a  fair  competition ;  buf, 
Mr.  F.  said,  although  he  fully  agreed  with  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  present  bill,  he  re* 
gretted  his  allusion  to  the  Colonial  trade  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  understood  the  Chairman  to  state  that  one  hun- 
dred thousand  tons  6f  our  shipping  had  been  thrown  out 
of  employ,  by  our  exclusion  from  the  British  Colonies. 
The  Chairman  must,  he  thought,  be  mistaken  in  point  of 
fact.  Although  the  direct  trade  to  the  British  Colonies 
had  been  closed  against  us,  this  tonnage  was  not  thrown 
out  of  employ,  but  meraly  diverted  into  other  channels ; 
and  for  himself,  Mr.  F.  said,  since  the  treaty  with  Sweden 
had  been  ratified,  opening  the  ports  of  St  Bartholomews, 
without  any  discriminating  duties  or  charge^  in  addition 
to  the  opening  of  the  French  ports,  as  appeared  by  the 
French  Decree,  this  morning  laid  on  our  tables,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  even  ask  Great  Britain  to  open  her  West 
India  Colonies  to  our  trade :  for  he  was'conndent  that  the 
direct  trade  with  her  Colonies,  under  the  limitations  and 
restrictions  under  which  thev  have  ever  been  open  to  cur 
trade,  has  never  been  as  valuable  as  it  may,  and  will  be, 
under  the  present  exclusion  from  British  ports,  with  the 
facilities  now  afforded  by  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  and 
the  French  Decree  :  for  surely  we  have  the  long  canning 
trade  to  the  Islands,  and  are  not  subiect  to  uie  heavy 
chaiges  in  the  British  ports  {  and,  by  the  Convention  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Sweden,  .our  produce  is  not 
chargeable  with  the  duties  and  charges  which  have  al- 
ways been  levied  on  our  vessels  and  cargoes  in  their 
ports,  when  carried,  as  it  vrill  be,  in  the  vessels  of  St. Bar- 
tholomews, or  in  British  vessels,  from  the  Swedish  to  the 
British  Islands. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  he  had  not  siid  this  ton- 
nage was  thrown  out  of  emptoyment,  but  that  it  had  been 
diverted  from  its  former  channels. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  engrosung  the  bill,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  division. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MIUTIA. 

The  special  Ordera  of  the  Day  then  occurred,  and  the 
bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  organisation  of 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discipline  there- 
of, was  taken  Up. 
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Mr.  CHANDLER  explained  the  obiects  of  the  bill, 
among  which  is  a  provision  authorizing  the  clasang  of  the 
Miti6a  into  two  bodies,  the  one  to  be  composed  of  men 
between  the  ages  of  21  and  38,  to  be  known  as  the  Junior 
Class  \  the  other  to  be  composed  of  men  between  the 
ages  of  28  and  45.  A  provision  was  also  made  that, 
whenever  the  Militia  of  any  State  will  turn  out  for  dis- 
cipline four  days  in  the  year,  they  shall  be  supplied  with 
tents  and  camp-kettles  by  the  United  States.  This,  Mr. 
C.  oMerved,  was  held  out  as  an  inducement  to  them  to 
encamp  for  that  space  of  time,  as  men  were  taught  much 
more  by  being  drilled  for  four  days  at  one  time,  than  by 
the  same  number  of  days  at  different  periods.  Mr.  C, 
after  having  explained  the  various  provisions  of  the 
bill,  moved  an  amendment,  to  provide  for  any  Militia 
officer  or  soldier  who  should  be  wounded  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  NOBLE  expressed  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  as  threatening  to  establish  a  pension  sys- 
tem, and  moved,  to  postpone  the  bill  until  Monday  next, 
to  be  made  the  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  aMITH,  of  Md.  supported  the  bill,  but  suggested 
some  alterations  in  the  details. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  acquiesced  in  the  suggestions  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mafyland,  and  observed  that  he 
had  no  wish  to  push  the  measure,  de^ring  that  the  aid 
of  the  Senators  might  be  given  to  correct  the  bin.  He 
was  willing  to  agree  to  the  motion  to  postponet  if  gen- 
tlemen desire  to  examine  the  bill  ftrtber. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  thought  to  postpone  woQld  place 
the  bill  too  far  down  on  the  list  of  special  orders.  He 
therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  assented  to  the  motion,  and  the 
question  being  put  upon  it,  it  was  agreed  to. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Columbian  College  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  being  next  on  the  list  of  special 
erders,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  EATON  made  a  few  favorable  remarks  upon  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  said»  that  he  had  read  a  statement  of  the* 
affurs  of  th^  College,  by  which  it  appeared  that  they 
were  very  much  deranged,  He  wished  to  be  certain, 
when  the  United  States  gave  up  its  claim  on  the  Col- 
lege, that  some  other  creators  should  not  step  in  and 
take  away  the  property,  with  which  they  were  to  go  on 
with  the  institution.  He,  therefore,  asked  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  formed  the  Comnuttee,  information  m  to 
who  are  the  other  creditors,  what  the  amounts  due  to 
them,  and  whether  they  were  willing  to  agree  to  the 
compromise.  He  wishea  to  see  what  was  the  amount  of 
fUnds  possessed  by  them,  to  meet  the  demands  of  such 
creditors  as  would  not  g^ve  up  their  clums ;  because,  if 
the  benefit  contemphrted  by  this  bill  was  not  likely  to 
operate  upon  the  institution,  it  wfts  useless  to  give  up 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  upon  it.  All  that  he 
wanted  was  to  be  able  to  vote  safeiyf  <ind  he  asked  for 
the  requisite  infonaation,  which  he  had  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  EATON  sud  that  he  could  not  give  the  informa- 
tion asked,  because  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 
tee  to  investigate  the  private  debts  of  the  College. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  history 
of  the  transaction,  by  which  tiie  College  became  in- 
debted to  the  United  States,  at  considerable  length. 
As  lar  as  the  Committee  had  investi|pited  the  affairs  of 
the  institution,  he  believed  a  disposition  was  generally 
displayed  by  the  creditors  to  accept  a  compound,  by 
which  thev  should  receive  7S  dollars  in  the  hundred. 
It  was  understpod  that  contributions,  in  various  quarters 
of  the  country,  bad  been  or  would  be  made,  under  the 
conation  that  Congress  should  be  induced  to  release 


the  College  from  this  demand.  If  this  bill  was  passed* 
all  the  creditors  would  receive  75  cents  in  the  dollar, 
and  the  institution  be  allowed  to  go  on.  If  it  were  re- 
jected, the  institution  would  be  ruined.  The  Un'ted 
States  could  not  compromise.  It  roust  either  insist  up- 
on its  claim  or  give  it  up.  He  asked  whether  it  was 
better  to  hold  on  upon  a  demand,  which  was  in  itself 
worth  nothing,  or  by  its  relinquishment  enable  the  Col* 
le^  to  go  en  prosperously  >  He  gave  it  as  his  candid 
opinion  that,  if  the  bill  were  passed,  the  institution 
would  receive,  and  by  the  next  session  have»  upwards 
of  one  hundred  students,  and  all  this  would  be  effected 
by  giving  up  a  demand,  which  was  not  wqfth  the  pen 
he  held  in  his  hand.  He  hoped,  thererore,  the  bill 
would  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  obsen-ed  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  that  had  reported  the  bill.  He  held  in 
his  hand  a  statement,  which  the  gentieman  from  Ten* 
nessee  could  examine,  and  which  gave  a  list  of  the  assets 
of  the  College.  By  this  it  appeared  that  the  only  avail- 
able means  of  the  institution  was  a  certain  quantity  of 
bank  stock.  As  to  the  debts  of  the  institution,  the  par- 
ticulars were  not  known  to  the  committee.  He  remark- 
ed,  that  Government,  in  obtaining  this  demand  upon  the 
Colleape^  parted  with  no  valuable  consideration— they  . 
parted  with  that  which  would  have  never  produced  any  ' 
thing ;  and  by  giving  it  up  they  would  not  be  losers.  If 
this  worthless  demand  were  not  given  up,  the  Co*lege 
could  not  go  on. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  objected  to  the  grant. 
It  was  said  that  there  was  no  value  in  the  demands 
which  were  disposed  of  to  the  College  \  but  he  vras  sure 
that  a  portion  of  the  sum  was  secured  to  the  United 
States  by  Thos.  L.  McKenney.  He  was  then  an  officer 
of  the  Government,  and  is  so  still,  and  draws  a  salary  of 
1,500  dollars,  which  was  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
this  sum  of  14  000  dollars-rso  that  the  Government  was 
safe  for  a  part,  at  least,  of  this  sum.  A  report,  to  which 
Mr.  S.  referred,  was,  he  observed,  proof  of  this  fact.  It 
stated  that  Mr.  McKenney  was  anxious  to  be  able  to 
draw  his  salary,  and  this  arrangement  was  made,  by 
which  tlie  debt  was  shifted  upon  the  Columbian  College. 
As  to  the  debt  of  Mr.  Luther  Rice»  of  11,000  dolkrs.  it  . 
did  not  appear  how  it  was  contracted .  But,  the  14,000 
dollars  was  secured  by  Thomas  L.  McKenney,  who  had  a 
good  salary,  and  did  not  seem  desirous  of  giving  it  up. 
He  thought  the  subject  ought  to  be  examined  closely. 
The  debt  of  the  College,  it  appeared,  was  about  100,000 
dollars — contracted  in  the  four  or  five  years  of  its  ex- 
istence—4iow,  it  would  be  useful  to  know.  It  was  said 
to  be  flourishing — ^to  have  students — and  it  was  well 
known  to  be  ^o  charity  school,  no  gratuitious  institution, 
and  he  should  like  to  know  how  they  had  contracted  so 
large  a  debt.  The  demand  also  struck  him  as  mi  im- 
proper one,  to  give  up  the  debt  $  for  it  appeared  to  him 
nothing  more  than  equity  that  the  United  States  should 
share  with  the  other  creditors /irorfltfa.  He  had  another 
insuperable  objection  to  acting  upon  this  subject.  It 
WIS,  that  it  had  been  proposed  to  establish  a  literary  in- 
stitution here.  It  had  been  recommended  by  General 
Washington,  and  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  He 
waa  against  it :  for  he  knew  not  where  they  should  find 
constitutional  power  for  its  establishment  He  was 
against  it,  because,  if  this  relief  was  granted,  there 
would  next  year  come  up  a  proposition  to  establish  a 
literary  institution  in  this  city,  and  this  bill  would  be  re- 
ferred to  as  a  precedent 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  did  not  anticipate  tha^  at  this 
time  of  day|.  the  Question  of  constitutionality  would  be 
brought  up.  At  this  late  hour  there  was  no  bnie  for  its 
discosdon.  If  the  arrangement  made  in  Ttgatd  to  the 
14,000  dollars,  was  an  improper  one,  at  least  it  was  di- 
rected by  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  UnioD.    Mr.  Craw- 
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ford  had  made  that  transfer,  and  it  was  to  be  supposed 
that,  when  he  did  it,  there  was  a  probability  of  getting 
somethuig'.  He  knew  that  Mr.  McKenney  was  bound  to 
pay  it ;  but  he  also  knew  that,  if  it  were  pressed  upon 
nim,  he  would  be  obliged  to  throw  up  his  situation  ;  for 
his  salary  was  necesKuy  for  his  own  support ;  and  in  that 
case  the  Government  would  g^n  nothing.  Tlie  char- 
acter of  Mr.  Crawford  admits  of  no  other  supposition 
than  that  he  believed  he  was  doing  what  was  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  in  making  the  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  the  demands  of  the  United 
States  on  Mr.  McKenney  were  of  a  doubtful  nature,  as 
two  Auditors,  in  settling  his  accounts,  had  disagreed  ;  and 
having  no  other  means  of  subsistence  but  his  salary^  the 
demand  was  not  enforced,  and  the  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  College,  so  as  to  allow  Ujm  to  draw  his 
salary.  As  to  t^e  question  which  had  been  broached 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  C.  thought 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  it  was  too  late 
in  the  day,  and  too  late  an  hour  in  the  day  to  discuss  the 
constitutional  power  of  establishing  a  literary  Institution 
in  this  District,  which  was  enturely  under  the  control  of. 
Congress.  He  thought;  the  principle  fully  established 
In  iavor  of  such  a  project,  by  the  opinions  of  many  of 
our  greatest  statesmen. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  was  sorry  to  obstruct  the  bill  \ 
but  he  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  have  more  informa- 
tion, in  order  to  act  properly  upon  the  subject.  He 
w&s  still  in  the  sapie  doubt  as  he  had  previously  express- 
ed, as  to  the  condition  of  the  Institution — and  he  wished 
to  know  whether  this  grant  was  to  be  productive  of  the 
benefits  contemplated  by  it.  It  had  been  said  that  a 
Committee  had  reported  upon  it  last  year.  But  it  was 
well  known  that  the  condition  and  value  of  property  chang- 
ed essentially  in  the  course  of  12  months.  It  was,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  inquire  into  the  present  condition  of  the 
College.  To  procure  the  necessary  infohmation,  he  mov- 
ed that  •*  the  bill  be  recommitted,  with  instructions  that 
the  committee  ascertain  and  report  the  amount  of  the 
debts  due  by  the  College,  to  whom  they  are  payable,  for 
what  they  were  contracted,  and  when  they  are  payable  ; 
And,  also,  that  the  committee  ascertain  and  report  the 
'  whole  funds  owned  bv  said  College,  and  in  what  tliey 
consist;  and,  whether  there  is  any  arrangement  by  which 
the  United  States  are  to  be  restored  to  their  former  ntpai- 
tion,  shotild  the  present  debtors  be  released." 

Theee  were  the  points  on  which  he  wanted  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  the  Senate  might  act  underatanding- 
ly  upon  the  matter.  Without  this  information  could  be 
afforded  him,  he  was  in  the  dark,  li  it  should  prove, 
that/  by  releasing  the  College  from  the  debt  due  the 
United  States,  it  would  be  enabled  to  go  on  prosper 
ously,  he  was  in  iavor  of  the  bill.  But,  it  it  should  be 
found,  that,  in  doing  this.  Congress  was  only  providing 
funds  for  the  payment  of  other  creditors,  no  more  mer- 
itorious than  the  United  States,  he  should  be  against  it. 
He  thought  no  gejitleman  would  be  in  fevor  of  giving 
up  this  oebt,  if  it  would  be  of  no  service  to  the  Col- 
lege. To  prevent  the  possibility  of  falling  into  such  an 
error,  he  had  offered  his  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  read  a  passage  from 
Mr.  Rice's  statement,  inserted  in  a  report  of  a  forpier 
year,  in  which  he  says,  that  McKenney  told  him  a  de- 
mand was  held  against  him,  by  which  he  was  prevent- 
ed from  drawing  his  salary,  and  that  he  wished  to  shifl 
the  demand,  so  as  to  be  able  to  remove  the  obsti-ucti^n 
to  his  pay.  Therefore,  said  Mr.  Smith,  I  say  again,  that 
the  portion  of  the  amount  held  against  McKenney  was» 
in  part,  secured,  and  was  not,  consequently,  worthless. 
He  thought  as  hi^iily  of  Mr.  Crawford  as  any  man  ?  but 
he  pinned  hi»  faitli  on  no  man's  sleeve.  There  was  no 
doubt  of  bis  higu  qualifications  and  infiezible  viituds ; 


but  he  was  not  infallible,  and  he  might  err.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that  the  de- 
lay which  would  arise  from  ["a  recommitment,  was  his 
chief  ground  of  objection  to  the  motion.  As  to  the 
debts  of  the  College,  he  thought  it  would  be  a  disagree- 
able task  to  take  up  all  the  grocery  bills  that  had  been 
purchased.  Besides,  it  would  arrive  at  no  practical  re- 
sult. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  no  man  could  have  any  reason- 
able objection  to  such  an  investigation.  He  had  no  de- 
sigpi  to  mjure  the  feeling^  of  any  one,  and  it  could  not 
be  injurious  to  any  individual  to  have  it  known  that  he 
had  given  credit  to  a  public  institution.  If  the  names  of 
Uie  creditors  were  disclosed,  the  Senate  would  be  en- 
abled to  decide  whether  they  would  accept  the  compro- 
mise to  be  offered,  in  case  the  debt  was  relinquished  by 
Congress. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  hoped  tlie  biU  would  be  recommitted. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  motion  was  to  ascertain  how 
those  debts  were  contracted.  If  they  originated  in 
the  ordinary  way,  the  same  vigilance  would,not  be 
requisite.  But  if  it  should  appear  that  those  debts  have 
been  contracted  in  any  other  than  the  ordinary  way» 
and  out  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  public  officers, 
without  in  any  manner  intending  to  impeach  their  con- 
duct, he  thought  this  subject  one  of  serious  import. 
The  inquiry  he  thouglit  would  be  gfrcater  in  authorial- 
ing,  or  countenancing  these  extra  judtdal  contracts^  than 
that  which  could  result  from  the  delay  of  the  bill.  He 
should  vote  for  its  recommitment. 

The  motion  offered  by  Mr.  WHITE,  was  then  adopts 
ed,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  tho 
District  of  Columbia. 

Thdrsdat,  Febiiuart  7,  1828. 
CAPTORS  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur  and  others  wa* 
taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  filling  the  first  blank 
in  the  biU  with  one  hundred  tliousand  dollars — 

Mr.  HAYNE  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affurs)  said,  that,  so  deep  was  his  conviction  of  the  justice 
of  the  claim  under  consideration,  that  he  could  not  be- 
lieve it  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  more  than  present  a 
clear  statement  of  the  facts,  and  to  explain  the  grounds  on 
which  the  committee  had  proceeded  in  reporting  this  bilL 
In  doing  this,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  re- 
port, which,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee,  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Senate  ;  to  which  I  will  add  such 
observations  as  may  be  necessary  to  g^ve  the  Senate  a  full 
view  of  the  whole  subject.  The  claim  which  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  bin  to  satisfy,  is  founded  on  the  recapture  and 
destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli,  in  the  year  1804.  I  do  hot  think,  it  necessary* 
Mr.  President,  to  go  back  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
Tripolitan  war.  It  is  well  kuown  that  depredations  on 
our  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  demand  of  tri- 
bute, and  the  capture  of  American  citizens,  for  whose  re- 
lease a  ransom  was  always  demancjed^  sometimes  amount- 
ing to  $  3,000  a  man,  compelled  the  United  States  at 
length  to  appeal  to  arms  for  the  redress  of  these  griev- 
ances. -  As  soon  as  the  wur  with  .'i'ripoli  commenced^ 
Commodore  Preble  was  dispatched  with  a  small  squadron 
to  the  Mediterranean  to  prosecute  hostilities}  and  not 
long  afVer  the  arrival  of  his  squadron  on  the  Barbara'  coast, 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  of  44  guns,  then  commanded  by 
Commodore  Bainbridge,  was  stranded  on  rocks,  in  a  situ> 
ation  which  rendered  resistance  impossible,  led  to  her 
capture  by  the  enemy,  and  the  imprisonment  of  her  offi- 
cers and  crew,  amounting  ta  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred men,  in  one  of  tiie  dungeons  of  Tripoli.  On  the 
flood  tide  the  frigule  \v;is  got  off,  and  being  takeu  into 
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the  TripoliUn  service,  was  moore<l  in  the  harbor  of  Tri- 
poli, "  within  pistol  shot  of  the  whole  of  the  Tnpolitan 
*«  marine,  mounting  altogether  upwards  of  100  pieces  of 
*•  heavpr  cannon,  and  within  the  immediate  protection  of 
**  formidable  land  batteries  consisting  of  115  pieces  of 
**  heavy  artillery."  It  is  stated  tliat  ••  besides  this  force, 
•*  there  were  encamped  at  the  time,  in  the  city  and  its 
"  vicinity,  twenty  thousand  troops,  and  that  upwards  of 
"  1000  seamen  were  atUched  to  the  fleet  in  the  harbor." 
In  this  situation,  sir,  and  while  the  force  of  Commodore 
Preble,  originally  small,  was,  by  the  loss  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, so  much  reduced  as  to  preVent  his  carrying  on  his 
operations  against  Uie  enemy  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, Stephen  Decatur,  then  a  very  young  man,  and  a 
Junior  lieutenant  in  the  fleets  conceived  the  idea  of  enter- 
ing the  harbor  of  Tripoli  in  the  night,  with  the  small 
schooner  Enterprize,  of  12  guns  and  aoout  70  men,  which 
l)e  then  commanded,  and  of  boarding  and  recapturinp^  the 
frigate.  That  this  scheme  originated  with  Deeatur  is  as- 
serted by  the  committee  in  their  report  ?  but,  as  this  fact 
has  been  questioned,  I  shall  proceed  to  establish  it  be* 
yond  tlic  possibility  of  a  doubt,  if  the  evidence  before  \i8 
\s  to  be  relied  on.  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  one  of  the 
most  gallant  officers  that  ever  adorned  the  Naval  service 
of  this  or  any  other  country,  that  the  truth  should  be  put 
beyond  all  question ;  and  I  know  that  tliis  act  of  justice 
to  her  lamented  husband  {will  be  more  grateful  to  tlie 
feelings  of  the  petitioner  than  any  pecuniary  gmnt  yoa 
could  possibly  make.  I  will  now  refer  the  Senate  to  tlie 
statements  of  Commodcire  Charles  Stewart,  who  served 
under  Commodore  Preble,  and  who,  in  command  of  the 
Syren,  accompanied  Decatur  in  his  expedition  against  the 
Philadelphia. 

The  evidence  on  this  subject  will  be  found  at  page  46 
of  the  Documents  on  the  tables  of  the  Senators. 

Commodore  Stewart,  in  a  letter  dated  December  12th, 
1826,  addressed  to  Mrs.  Decatur,  says: 

"  You  state  that  your  late  husband  has  given,  you  to  un- 
derstand that  the  project  of  burning  that  frigate  at  her- 
moorings,  and  thereby  remove  a  serious  impediment  to 
the  future  operations  of  the  squadron  against  Tripoli,  ori- 
ginated with  him.  This  understanding  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect— it  did  originate  with  your  late  husband,  and  he  first 
volunteered. himself  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  asked  the 
permission  of  Commodore  Preble,  off  Tripoli,  (on  first 
discovering  the  frigate  was  lost  to  the  squadron)  to  effect 
it  with  the  schooner  Enterprise,then  under  his  command. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  thought  it  too  hazardous  to  be 
effected  in  tliat  way,  but  promised  your  late  husband  that 
tlic  object  should  be  carried  into  effect  on  a  proper  oc- 
casion, and  that  he  should  be  the  executive  officer  when 
it  was  done." 

In  anoUicr  letter,  dat^  January  5tb,  1827,  Commodore 
Stewart  says: 

••  The  Squadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Preble  had  been  detained  some  time,  as  they  severally 
arrived  at  Gibraltar,  (with  the  exception  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia  and  the  schooner  Vixen)  to  coimtemct  the 
hostile  designs  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  As  soon  is 
the  Commodore  had  accomprished  his  objects  in  that 
quarter,  he  proceeded  ofl' Tripoli,  in  the  Constitution,  ac; 
companied  by  the  scliooncr  Enterprise,  commanded  by 
your  husband.  On  arriving  off  Tripoli,  where  the  Com- 
modore expected  to  flnd.the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  seh. 
Vixen,  blockading  that  port,  he  discovered  that  frigate  at 
moorings  in  the  harbor.  It  was  at  this  time  your  late 
husband  proposed  to  destroy  the  frigate,  with  tlieiinter- 
priae,  under  his  command— and  at  tliis  limc,  as  1  sUted  in 
my  former  letter  to  you,  Commodore  Preble  assured  your  i 
husband  that  the  frigate  should  be'destroy<^d,  and  that  he 
should  be  the  executive  officer  when  done,  for  his  hav- 
ing so  handi^mcly  volunteered  his'efforts-to  ^jffcct  it  with 
the  schooner  £uterprise.     I  give  you  these  facts  as  I  re- 


ceived tliem  from  Commodore  Preble  and  ywur  husband, 
at  the  time,  as  well  as  from  several  officers  then  on  board 
thti*  Constitution.  Some  time  after  this  1  arrived  at  Syra^ 
cuse,  in  the  Syren  brig,  from  Algiers,  and  offered  my 
services  for  the  expedition,  which  were  accepted  by 
Commodore  Preble. 

"  Some  time  after  this,  when  the  expedition  was  a  sub- 
ject of  conversation  in  the  cabin  of  the  Convtitution, 
(which  was  frequently  the  case,  ftom  the  extreme  urgen- 
cy on  our  part  to  have  it  effected  .immediately,  and  un- 
willingnehs  on  the  part  of  Uie  Commodore  to  have  it  ex- 
ecuted at  so  perilous  a  season  of  the  year,  and  his  reluc- 
tance to  put  any  thing  to  liazard  in  a  force  or  g^nally  so 
small,  but  then  much  reduced  by  the  frigate  and  her 
crew,)  that  letters  were  received  from  Capt.  Bainbridge, 
at  Tripoli,  I  think  by  way  of  Malta,  which  were  partly 
written  in  lemon -juice,  and  which  the  Commodore  read 
to  us,  atler  rendering  it  legible  before  the  fire.  In  tliis 
letter  tlie*  practicability  of  destroying  the  -firigate  was 
strongly  urged  bv  Captain  Bainbrid^,  and  the  mode  he 
pointed  out  was  by  a  surprise.  This  dispatch  fully  con- 
firmed all  our  ideas  and  previous  conversations  on  that 
subject,  decided  the  Commodore  at  once  to  carry  it  into 
effect — which  was  done  soon  after,  in  a  manner  set  forth 
m  his  reports,  on  that  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  tlio 
Navy." 

In  support  of  this  statement,  we  have  the  evidence  of 
the  late  Captain  Sprnce,  and  of  Commodores  Chauncey, 
Kidgely,  Crane,  and  Rodgers.     Capt.  Spence  says: 

^  The  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  is  associ- 
ated with  the  name  of  ••  Decatur  only,"  and  I  had  always 
supposed  him  to  be  the  projector  of  the  enterprise,  fi^m 
the  circumstance  of  his  having  been  entrusted  with  its 
execution.  I'here  could  be  no  other  good  reason  assign- 
ed for  the  preference  given  him,  in  the  presence  of  older 
officers.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  Commodore 
Decatur  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  re-capture  of  the  fH' 
gate  Philadelphia." 

Commodore  Chauncey  says  * 

*•!  state  that  I  was  not  in  the  Mediterranean  when  the 
Philadelphia  was  destroyed,  but  I  joined  the  Squadron 
soon  after,  and  it  was  generally  understood  among  the 
officers  that  the  plaafor  her  destruction  originated  with 
Decatur ;  and  that  the  execution  of  it  was,  in  conse- 
quence, entrusted  to  his  management.  I  acted  under  this 
impression  when  I  urged  on  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  the  propriety  of  promoting  the  gralUnt  Decatur  to 
the  rank  of  Post  Captain." 

Captain  Itidgely  say's : 

"  1  have  a  most  distinct  recollection  of  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  preparation  for  burning  the  Pliila- 
delphia,  and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  say  in?  that  the  whole 
originated  with  Commodore  Decatur — it  was  he  who 
suggested  to  the  late  Commodore  Preble  the  possibility 
of  tSie  enterprise." 

Captain  Ci-ane  says : 

**  My  recollections  arc  very  distinct  relative  to  the  re? 
capture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia.  It  has  always  been 
my  belief  tljkt  Commodore  Decatur  planned^  as  well  as 
executed  the  enterprise." 

Commodore  Rodgers  says ; 

*•  I  had  always  supposed  the  plan  by  which  the  frigate 
Philadelpliia  was  destroyed  was  projected  by  Commodore 
Decatur." 

In  claiming  for  Decatur  the  merit  of  suggesting  the 
daring  scheme  wliich  he  af^rwards  so  nobly  carried  into 
effect,  it  is  not  my  intention  in  the  smallest  degree  to  de- 
tract from  the  merit' of  Commodore  Preble,  who  incurred 
tlie  heavy  responsibility  of  sanctioning  the  enterprise. 
The  Cotiimajider  of  the  Squadron,  in  determining  to 
convmit  to  Decatur  the  conduct  of  tlie  expedition,  was 
not  unmindful  of  the  extreme  liazaM  of  the  undertaking.  . 
lie  Well  knew  that  its  success  would  entirely  depend  on 
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jectiom  to  the  bill,  or  by  inquirietfrom  gentlemen, which 
it  may  be  in  my  power  to  answer. 

Mr.  SULSBEE  made  a  few  remarks — which  were  not 
heard  by  the  Reporter.  He  was  understood,  however,  as 
agreeing,  generally,  in  opinion  with  Mr.  WOODBURY, 
but  differing  in  details. 


Mr.  SMITH,  of  Iftuyland,  had  considered  this  subject 
for  a  long  time,  and  was  a  firm  advocate  of  the  principle 
of  the  bill.  But,  so  clear  a  view  of  the  question  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  that, when 
called  on,  as  a  commercial  man,  to  express  himself  on  the 
subject,  he  hardly  knew  what  to  say.  When  this  country 
came  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  discriminating  duties 
were  imposed.  At  that  time  Baltimore  owned  ten  times 
the  number  of  three-masted  vessels  as  New  York,  and 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  coasting^.trade.  The  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  passage  of  that  act  were  in- 
stantaneous. The  trade  of  this  country  was  benefitted, 
and  that  of  Great  Britain  somewhat  prejudiced.  That 
nation  then  contemplated  a  retaliation  upon  us.  They 
waited  until  a  good  opportunity  offered,  and  that  they 
found  at  the  negotittion  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  This  treaty 
enabled  them  to  retaliate  the  discriminating  duty  upon 
us— and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war  which  ensued,  they 
would  have  carried  all  the  trade  from  the  United  States 
to  Great  Britain. 

1  introduced  this  subject,  said  Mr.  S.  in  the  year  1802. 
pur  Eastern  brethren  doubted  the  policy  of  the  measure. 
At  an  after  period  such  an  apt  passed,  extending,  howe- 
ver, to  but  a  portion  of  our  commerce  with  foreign  coun- 
tries. What  was  then  the  hmguage  of  our  merchants  ? 
They  said  let  us  alono — give  us  a  free  ahd  open  trade, 
and  we  can  take  care  of  ourselves.  From  that  time  the 
principle  has  gradually  gone  on.  The  advanUges  have 
been  great  to  the  country,  and,  if  this  bill  pass,  they  will 
still  be  enltfged.  It  relieves  us  from  the  apprehenaion 
of  retaliatory  measures  on  the  part  of  forei^  nations.  A 
free  and  open  trade  is  the  only  true  American  System. 
It  is  no  new-fimgled  plan  for  the  benefit  of  a  fkvored 
class,  but  is  a  policy  that  has  been  long  acknowledged  as 
good,  and  satisfactorily  tested.  We  ask  no  more  fiwm 
other  nations  i  and,  if  they  universally  reciprocate  the 
measure,  we  feel  confident  that  we  can  excel  them  in 
talung  advantage  of  the  system,  from  the  superiority  of 
our  navigators,  and  the  general  enterprise  of  the  country. 
The  prospect  in  such  a  case  is  fair  that  we  shall  become 
the  carrien  of  other  nations.  He  would  venture  to  say 
th&t,  if  this  principle  were  extended  to  the  ports  of  the 
Meditetrancan,  this  country  would  have  the  carrying 
trade  to  a  great  extent  Holland  treats  us  as  she  has  al- 
ways ti*eated  us,  with  great  liberality.  She  admits  us  into 
the  ports  of  Java.  We  arc,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
earners  for  England,  and  also  for  France,  since  the  Con- 
vention. And  he  believed  that  every  Power  with  which 
we.trade  will  admit  us  into  their  porU  on  equal  terms,  if 
weihold  out  to  them  inducements  to  do  so..  Bonaparte 
saw  the  betiefit  of  such  a  system ;  and  put  his  finger  on 
it,  when  he  established  his  Continental  System.  Immense 
jiumben  of  our  vetoels  were  now  employed  in  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  gained,  as  they  were 
entitled  to,  a  liberal  profit.  And  when  the  obstructions 
to  the  British  Colonial  Trade  were  removed,  we  should 
be  able  to  go  all  over  the  world.  This  countrv  had  set 
the  example  of  liberality,  and  it  had  been  followed  by 
many  foreign  Powers  already.  A  paper  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  which  showed  that  we  were  admitted  recipro- 
cally with  almost  dH  the  articles  which  we  carry  to  France. 
She  rejects,  nothing  but  our  pork  and  flour,  and,  if  we 
cap  hold  out,  during  this  session,  some  amicable  propo- 
sition to  that  country,  we  may  hope  that  she  will  admit 
our  flour.  One  good  turn-  deserves  another,  and  gene- 
tally  begets  another.  A  different  subject  would  probably 
com«  bdbre  the  Senate  in  a  few  days,  in  which  an  op- 


portunity might  be  given  to  ooyciliate  France.  Would 
it  not  be  ^ood  policy  to  reduce  the  duty  on  her  wine% 
an  article  m  which  she  takes  the  greatest  interest  ?  Mr. 
^S.  hoped  such  a  measure  would  be  adopted — and  hfi 
trusted  that,  if  it  were,  France  would  reciprocate  the  act 
The  conduct  of  that  Government  had  been  highly  liberal 
towards  us,  compared  with  that  of  S]Mun  and  Portugal* 
who  had  refused  to  receive  any  of  our  products,  except 
in  the  Islands  of  Teneriffe,  Fayid,  and  a  tew  others.  Now» 
as  France  has  shown  a  friendly  spirit,  why  should  we  not 
take  her  by  the  hand,  and  fully  reciprocate  this  amicable 
disposition  ?  Whatever  might  be  said  of  the  politica  of 
the  Minister  of  France,  he  had  certainly  shown  a  friendly 
disposition  towards  us,  even  against  his  own  interest,  as 
that  part  of  his  administration  had  been  disapproved  by 
the  merchants  of  Bordeaux.  He  had  not  intended  to  say 
so  much  when  he  rose,  and  would  conclude  by  repeating 
his  desire  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks uf  Mr.  SILSBEE. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  did  not  apprehend  any  opposition 
to  the  principles  or  provisions  or  this  bill.  He  had  long 
been  in  fiivor  of  it,  and  had  advocated  the  same  principle 
on  former  occasions.  He  beUeved  tha^  whatever  doubts 
might  formerly  have  been  entertained  in  relation  to  the 
policy  of  this  measure,  there  was  but  one  opinion  among 
the  commercial  men  in  this  country,  at  the  present  time, 
viz :  that  nothing  was  wanted  for  the  commerce  of  this 
country  but  a  free  and  perfect  reciprocity  of  intercouisc 
and  trade  ;  that  we  dtd  not  fear  a  nur  competition  ;  buf, 
Mr.  F.  said,  althou^  he  fully  agreed  with  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  present  bill,  he  re. 
gretted  his  allusion  to  the  Colonial  trade  with  Great  Bri« 
tain.  He  understood  the  Chairman  to  state  that  one  hun- 
dred thousand  tons  6f  our  shipping  had  been  thrown  out 
of  employ,  by  our  exclusion  from  the  British  Colonies. 
The  Chairman  must,  he  thought,  be  mistaken  in  point  of 
fact  Although  the  direct  trade  to  tlie  British  Colonies 
had  been  closed  against  us,  this  tonnage  was  not  thrown 
out  of  employ,  but  meraly  diverted  into  other  channels ; 
and  for  himself,  Mr.  F.  said,  since  the  treaty  with  Sweden 
had  been  ratified,  opening  the  port*  of  St  Bartholomews, 
without  any  discriminating  duties  or  charge^  in  addition 
to  the  opening  of  the  French  ports,  as  appeared  by  the 
French  Decree,  this  morning  laid  on  our  tables,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  even  ask  Great  Britain  to  open  her  West 
India  Colonies  to  our  trade :  for  he  was  confident  that  the 
direct  trade  with  her  Colonies,  under  the  limitations  and 
restrictions  under  which  they  have  ever  been  open  to  our 
trade,  has  never  been  as  valuable  as  it  may,  and  will  be, 
under  the  present  exclusion  from  British  ports,  with  tho 
facilities  now  afforded  by  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  and 
the  French  Decree  .•  for  surely  we  have  the  long  carrying 
trade  to  the  Islands,  and  are  not  subject  to  toe  heavy 
chaiges  in  the  Briti^  ports ;  and,  by  the  Convention  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Sweden,  .our  produce  is  not 
chargeable  with  the  duties  and  charges  which  have  al- 
ways been  levied  on  our  vessels  and  cargoes  in  their 
ports,  when  carried,  as  it  will  be,  in  the  vessels  of  St. Bar- 
tholomews, or  in  British  vessels,  from  the  Swed&sh  to  the 
Brjtiiih  Islands. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  he  had  not  siid  thU  ton- 
nage was  thrown  out  of  emptoyment,  but  that  it  had  been 
diverted  from  its  former  channels. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  engrossinjj^  the  bill,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  divitton. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MIUTIA. 

The  special  Ordera  of  the  Day  then  occurred,  and  the 
bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  organization  of 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discipline  there- 
of, was  takrn  Up^ 
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Mr.  ClIANDLBR  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
among  which  19  a  prorition  authorizing  the  cUsmng  of  the 
Militia  into  two  bodies^  the  one  to  be  composed  of  men 
between  the  ages  of  21  and  38,  to  be  known  as  the  Junior 
Class  \  the  other  to  be  composed  of  men  between  the 
ages  of  28  and  45.  A  provision  was  also  made  that, 
whenever  the  Militia  of  any  State  will  turn  out  for  dis- 
cipline four  days  in  the  year,  they  shall  be  supplied  with 
tents  and  camp-kettles  by  the  United  States.  This,  Mr. 
C.  obterved,  was  held  oat  as  an  inducement  to  them  to 
encamp  for  that  space  of  time,  as  men  were  taught  much 
more  by  being  dnlled  for  four  days  at  one  time,  than  by 
the  same  number  of  days  at  different  periods.  Mr.  C, 
after  having  explained  the  various  provisions  of  the 
bill,  moved  an  amendment,  to  proviae  for  any  Militia 
officer  or  soldier  who  shouki  be  wounded  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  NOBLE  expressed  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  as  threatening  to  establish  a  pension  sys- 
tem, and  moved,  to  postpone  the  bill  until  Monday  next, 
to  be  made  the  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  MIITH,  of  Md.  supported  the  bill,  but  suggested 
•ome  alterations  in  the  details. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  acquiesced  in  the  suggestions  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mafyland,  and  observed  that  he 
bad  no  wish  to  push  the  measure,  desiring  that  the  aid 
of  the  Senators  might  be  given  to  correct  the  biH.  He 
was  willing  to  agree  to  the  motion  to  postpone,  if  gen- 
tlemen desire  to  examine  the  bill  farther. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  thought  to  postpone  woold  place 
the  bill  too  hr  down  on  the  list  of  special  orders.  He 
therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  assented  to  the  motion,  and  the 
question  being  put  upon  it,  it  was  agreed  to. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Columbian  College  in 
the  District  of  Colombia,  being  next  on  the  list  of  special 
orders,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  EATON  maide  a  few  &vorable  remarks  upon  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  that  he  had  read  a  sUtement  of  the' 
affairs  of  th^  College,  by  which  it  appeared  that  they 
were  very  much  deranged.  He  wished  to  be  certain, 
when  the  United  States  gave  up  its  claim  on  the  Col- 
lege, that  some  other  creators  should  not  step  in  and 
take  away  the  property,  with  which  they  were  to  go  on 
with  the  institution.  He,  therefore,  asked  of  tiie  gen- 
tlemen who  formed  the  Comnuttee,  information  as  to 
who  are  the  other  creditors,  what  the  amounts  due  to 
them,  and  whether  they  were  willing  to  agree  to  the 
compromise.  He  wished  to  see  what  was  the  amount  of 
fonds  possessed  by  them,  to  meet  the  demands  of  such 
creditors  as  would  not  give  up  their  claims ;  because,  if 
the  benefit  conteihphrted  by  this  bill  was  not  likely  to 
operate  upon  the  institution,  it  wfts  useless  to  give  up 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  upon  it.  All  that  he 
wanted  was  to  be  able  to  vote  safely>  and  he  asked  for 
the  requittte  information,  which  he  had  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  EATON  sud  that  he  could  not  give  the  informa- 
tion  asked,  because  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 
tee  to  investigate  the  private  debts  of  the  College. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  history 
of  the  transaction,  by  which  the  College  became  in. 
debted  to  the  United  States,  at  considerable  length. 
As  far  as  the  Committee  had  investi|pited  the  aflPairs  of 
the  institution,  he  believed  a  disposition  was  generally 
displayed  by  the  creditors  to  accept  a  compound,  by 
which  thev  should  receive  75  dollars  in  the  hundred, 
it  was  understood  that  contributions,  in  various  quarters 
of  the  country,  had  been  or  would  be  made,  under  the 
condition  that  Congress  should  be  induced  to  release 


the  College  from  this  demand.  If  this  bill  was  passed* 
all  the  creditors  would  receive  75  cents  in  the  dollar, 
and  the  institution  be  allowed  to  go  on.  If  it  were  re- 
jected, the  institution  would  be  ruined.  The  Un  ted 
States  could  not  compromise.  It  must  either  insist  up- 
on its  claim  or  give  it  up.  He  asked  whether  it  was 
better  to  hold  on  upon  a  demand,  which  was  in  itself 
worth  nothing,  or  by  its  relinquishment  enable  the  Col- 
le^  to  go  en  prosperously  >  He  gave  it  as  hb  candid 
opinion  that,  if  the  bill  were  passed,  the  institution 
would  receive,  and  by  the  next  session  have,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  students,  and  all  this  would  be  effected 
by  riving  up  a  demand,  which  was  not  wqfth  the  pen 
he  held  in  his  hand.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill 
wouM  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  that  had  reported  the  bill.  He  held  in 
his  hand  a  statement,  which  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee could  examine,  and  which  gave  a  list  of  the  assets 
of  the  College.  By  this  it  appeared  that  the  only  avail- 
able means  of  the  institution  was  a  certain  quantity  of 
bank  stock.  As  to  the  debts  of  the  institution,  the  par- 
ticulars were  not  known  to  the  committee.  He  remark- 
ed, that  Government,  in  obtaining  this  demand  upon  the 
College,  parted  with  no  valuable  consideration— they  . 
parted  with  that  which  would  have  never  produced  any  ' 
thing  ?  and  by  giving  it  up  they  would  not  be  losers.  If 
this  worthless  demand  were  not  given  up,  the  Co*lege 
could  not  go  on. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  objected  to  the  grant. 
It  was  said  that  there  was  no  value  in  the  demands 
which  were  disposed  of  to  the  College  {  but  he  was  sure 
that  a  portion  of  the  sum  was  secured  to  the  United 
States  by  Thos.  L.  McKenney.  He  was  then  an  officer 
of  the  Government,  and  is  so  still,  and  draws  a  sajary  of 
1,500  dollars,  which  was  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
this  sum  of  14  000  doIlar»— so  that  the  Government  was 
safe  for  a  part,  at  least,  of  this  sum.  A  report,  to  which 
Mr.  S.  referred,  was,  he  observed,  proof  of  this  fact.  It 
stated  that  Mr.  McKenney  was  anxious  to  be  able  to 
draw  his  salary,  and  this  arrangement  was  made,  by 
which  the  debt  was  shifted  upon  the  Columbian  College. 
As  to  the  debt  of  Mr.  Luther  Rice,  of  11,000  dolhrs.  it 
did  not  appear  how  it  was  contracted .  But,  the  14,000 
dollars  was  secured  by  Thomas  L.  McKenney,  who  had  a 
good  salarv,  and  did  not  seem  desirous  of  giving  it  up. 
He  thought  the  subject  ought  to  be  examined  closely. 
The  debt  of  the  College,  it  appeared,  was  about  100,000 
dollars — contracted  in  the  four  or  five  years  of  its  ex- 
istence—>4iow,  it  would  be  useful  to  know.  It  was  said 
to  be  flourishing — ^to  have  students— and  it  was  well 
known  to  be  no  charity  school,  no  gratuitious  institution, 
and  he  should  like  to  know  how  they  had  contracted  so 
large  a  debt  The  demand  also  struck  him  as  an  im- 
proper one,  to  give  up  the  debt ;  for  it  appeared  to  him 
nothing  more  than  equity  that  the  United  States  should 
share  with  the  other  creditors  jtto  rata.  He  had  another 
insuperable  objection  to  acting  upon  this  subject.  It 
WIS,  that  it  had  been  proposed  to  establish  a  literary  in- 
sttution  here.  It  had  been  recommended  by  General 
Washington,  and  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  He 
was  agamst  it :  for  he  knew  not  where  they  should  find 
constitutional  power  for  its  establishment  He  was 
against  it,  because,  if  this  relief  was  granted,  there 
would  next  year  come  up  a  proposition  to  establish  a 
literary  institution  in  this  city,  and  this  bill  would  be  re- 
ferred to  as  a  precedent 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  R^.  did  not  anticipate  that,  at  tbu 
time  of  day^  the  (question  of  constitutionality  would  be 
brought  up.  At  this  late  hour  there  was  no  time  for  its 
discussion.  If  the  arrangement  made  in  r^gnd  to  the 
14,000  dollars,  was  an  improper  one,  at  least  it  was  di- 
rected by  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  UnioQ.    Mr.  Craw- 
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claimants  is  confessedly  of  the  highest  order,  the  Govern- 
ment oupfht  not  to  avail  itself  of  the  mere  lapse  of  time  ; 
nor  can  I  conceive  any  sound  reason  why  a  rule,,  founded 
on  justice  and  enlarged  principles  of  public  policy,  should 
not  be  extended  to  those  who  have  achieved  signal  vic- 
tories before  as  well  as  after  its  adoption.  I  come  to  the 
conclusion,  lheref>re,  with  great  confidence*,  and  I 
know  the  Senate  wilt  concur  with  me,  that  a  reasona- 
ble compensation  ought  now  to  be  g^nted  to  the  cap- 
tors of  the  Philadelphia. 

I  proceed  next  to  consider  the  amount  which  ought  to 
be  granted.  On  this  point  I  propose  to  look  to  pre- 
cedents, aU  of  which  are  collected  and  annexed  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee.  On  examining  tliese,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  amount  granted  by  Congress,  for  vessels 
burnt,  or  destrpyed  in  battle,  varied  from  onefoui-th  to 
the  full  value  of  the  vessel  so  destroyed.  In  the  cases  of 
^e  Java  and  Guerriere,about  one-fourth  was  allowed,but 
in  the  case  of  the  IJritish  sloop  of  war  Hermes,  destroyed 
in  the  attack  on  fort  Bowser,  her  full  value  was  paid  to  the 
garrison.  Without  examining  all  of  the  precedents,  there 
is  one  to  which  I  will  call  the  pa>ticu1ar  attention  of  the 
Senate.  During  the  operations  on  Lake  Ontario,  carried 
on  by  Commodore  Chaunccy,'a  British  gun  boat,  called 
the  Black  Snake,  was  destroyed  by  two  barges,  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Gregory.  For  this  exploit  no  reward  was 
ever  claimed  by  the  gallant  officer  who  achieved  it.  But 
some  years  afterwards,  one  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
that  affair,  came  here  and  presented  a  claim  to  Congress. 
The  Subject  was  referred  to  a  committee*  of  which  a  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Massachusetts  (no  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House)  was  chairman,  ai\rl  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member.*  The  subject  was  fully  investigat- 
ed ,  all  the  precedents  examined,  and  a  bill  reported 
providing  for  the  payment  of  three  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  certified  by  Commodore  Chauncey  to  be  the 
full  value  of  the  g^mboat,  to  Lieutenant  Gregfory  and  his 
parly.  Here,  then,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  if  Con^ss 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  found  itself  oouatrained, 
by  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country,  to  grant 
to  the  captors  of  the  Guerricre  and  the  Java  only  one.- 
fourth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  destroyed — after  the 
conclnsion  of  peace,  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  of  the 
country  and  of  the  treasur}',  they  have  not  hesitated  to 
p^nt  the  full  value.  Viewing  the  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings ;  taking  into  consideration  the  extraordinary  merit 
of  the  achievement ;  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in 
gfranting  compensation  $  and  the  small  number  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  enterprise :  it  has  seemed  to  the 
committee  that  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  a 
reasonable  sum  to  be  now  granted  to  the  captors  of  the 
Philadelphia.  The  only  remaining  point  to  be  considered 
is,  the  proper  distribution  of  that  amount.  On  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  the  committee  have  experienced 
some  embarrassment.  The  case  does  not,  in  this  respect, 
come  within  either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  prize  act. 
That  act  provides  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
vessels  captured  and  condemned.  Where  vessels  have 
been  destroyed,  the  captors  can  only  be  compensated  by 
virtue  of  special  acts  of  Congress,  and  under  such  pro- 
visions as  may  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  each'  particular  case.  The  mode  of  distribution  pre- 
scribed by  the  prize  act,  is  most  obviously  applicable  only 
to  a  full  crew.  In  reg^ulating  the  proportions  of  prize 
money  which  the  captain,  a  midshipman,  and  a  comnum 
sailor  should  receive  in  a  fi>igate  of  44  guns,  it  is  manifest 
that  the  calculation  must  be  founde<l  on  the  idea,  that 
there  would  be  a  certain  number  of  midshipmen,  as  well 
as  of  sailors,  on  board  of  such  a  ship  :  for,  otherwise,  if 
there  were  but  one  midshipman,  for  instance,  he  might 
receive  more  than  his  commander.  From  this  view  of 
the  subiect,  it  is  clear  that- a  rule  of  distribution  pfopcrly 
applicable  to  a  full  crew,  cannot  be  justly  applied  to  a 


skeleton  crew — filling  up  none  of  the  classes  arranged  in 
the  prize  acts.  The  captiii*  of  a  frigate  of  the  largest 
clas-s  by  a  lieutenant  and  70  men,  in  a  small  ketch,  is  so 
out  of  the  usual  course,  and  so  contrary  to  all  reasonable 
calculation,  that  the  very  existence  of  such  an  extraordi- 
nary case  seems  to  produce  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
new  rule  for  the  case  itself ;  and,  in  the  present  instance, 
this  can  be  the  more  readily  done,  as  the  proposed  grant 
is  not  founded  on  the  law,  but,  resting  entirely  on  the  li- 
berality, may  be  regulated  by  Ihc  sound  discretion,  of 
Congress.  After  looking  carefully  into  the  subject,  and 
consulting  experienced  naval  officers,  the  committee 
could  not  discover  any  more  equitable  rule  of  distribution 
than  that. recommended  by  the  Navy  Commissioners,  viz: 
that,  after  reserving  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
squadron  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  sum,  the  residue  be 
divided  among  the  officers  and  men  in  the  same  relative 
proportions  which  each  would  receive  if  the  crew  of  the 
Tntrcj>id  had  consisted  of  the  same  number  as  that  of  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the 
Tripolitans. 

Mr.  H.,  in  conclusion,  said,  that  the  bill  before  the  Se- 
nate was  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  views  he  had 
submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  he  expressed  an  earnest 
hope  that  the  countrj-  would  this  day  pay  in  part  that  debt 
of  gratitude. 50  jnslly  due  to  the  captors  of  the  Philadel- 
pliia,  and'  which  bad  remained  so  long,  not  only  unsatis- 
fied, but  almost  unacknowledged. 

Mr.  UOBBXNS  rose  and  said,  the  claim  for  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor 
of  Tripoli,  so  far  as  it  is  a  claim  upon  the  justice  and  po- 
licy of  the  country,  depends  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  ; 
and  th^se  again  upon  its  circumstances  and  its  conae- 
quences  :  and  so  far  as  it  is  a  claim  upon  the  legal  obligfa- 
tion  of  the  countr}',  it  depends  upon  the  5th  section  of  the 
prize  act,  so  called,  passed  tlie  23d  April,  i^OO.  I  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  whilst  I  consider  the  claim 
upon  both  grounds ;  pledging  myself  not  to  trespass  upon 
that  indulgence  further  than  is  necessary  for  a  brief  expo- 
sition of  both. 

It  will  be  recollected  tliat  the  United  States'  frigate 
Philadelphia,  some  time^  I  tliink,  in  180J,  unfortunately 
got  ag^und  on  the  Barbary  Coast,  and  in  consequence 
fell  into  iht  hands  of  those  barbarians,  then  at  hostilities 
with  the  United  States.  She  was  g^t  off  undamaged, 
and  added  to  their  maritime  force,  to  be  employed  in  their 
piracies  against  our  commerce  on  those  seas.  The  com- 
mander of  our  little  squadron  on  that  station  deemed  it 
very  important  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  as  in 
truth  it  was,  that  these  barbarians  should)  if  possible,  be 
deprived  of  this  frigate.  But  how  was  this  possible  ?  She 
was  now  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli ;  she  had  a  full 
complement  of  men  kept  on  board  ;  her  g^ns  were  mil 
moutited  and  ready  loaded  ;  .she  was  close  under  the  pro- 
tection of  all  the  g^nsof  the  castle  and  the  principal  bat- 
tery ;  and  she  was  guarded  on  different  quarters  by  arm- 
ed vessels  kept  ready  for  action. 

A  young  lieutenant  in  that  little  squadron,  then  in  the 
early  prime  of  -manhood,  then  unknown  to  fiime,  but  no 
longer  to  be  so,  conceived  and  planned  an  enterprise  for 
the  capture  of  this  frigate  ;  and  by  means  too  of  a  fnere 
handful  of  men,  and  a  small  droging  vessel,  called  a 
ketch— when  all  more  ostentatious,  and  seemingly  more 
adequate,  because  more  formidable,  means  must,  have 
failed.  As  he  had  conceived  and  suggested,  so  he  pre- 
pared and  led  on  in  the  execution  of  this  daring  and 
seemingly  desperate  enter]>rise  \  foreseeing  every  peril 
of  the  attempt-,  and  forewarned  against  every  peril  ^  cal- 
culating means  to  enda,  and  seconding  means  by  resolu- 
tion»  and  a  mind  bent  nn  its  purpose,  and  adequate  to  its 
exigency,  he  accomplished  the  object  \  an  object  deemed 
im{)osBible  by  others,  who  meaaured  its  difficulties  by 
their  own  powers  to  oyei-come  thetn  ;  and  possible  to  htm 
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only  because  he  saw  its  possibility  in  his  own  great  and 
dann^  mind. 

This  lieutenant,  this  then  unfledged  naval  hero,  was 
your  Decatur— afterwards,  and  thenceforward,  so  distin- 
guished in  your  naval  history  ;  so  identified  with  the  na- 
val fame  of  his  country,  of  which  b«  makes  so  conspicu- 
ous a  part :  your  Decatur — now,  alas,  no  more  !  but  in 
the^  momenta  of  his  naval  achievements,  and  in  name 
which  can  never  die ;  a  name  which  the  muse  of  history 
will  give  to  fame,  as  one  of  her  elect,  to  live  forever  ?  as 
one  of  those  precious  few  whom  she  redeems  from  that 
tide  of  oblivion  which  time  is  forever  rolling  on  to  bury 
beneath  its  waves  the  memory  of  the  past. 

He,  in  the  guise,  and  under  the  dibguise  of  a  market 
droger,  made  bis  way  to  the  side  of  that  frigate,  instantly 
boarded  her,  laid  twenty  of  her  men  dead  upon  the  deck, 
and  drove  all  the  rest  overboard  ;  some  to  escape  in  their 
boats,  and  some  to  perish  in  the  sea  \  and  was  in  complete 
possession  of  the  ship,  and  might  have  brought  her  off  to 
the  squadron,  but  for  the  peremptory  orders  under  which 
he  acted,  which  were,  to  destroy  her  :  yes,  he  might— 
for,  after  destroying  her,  he  did  escape  in  his  market  dro- 
ger, unhurt,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  In  pursu* 
ance  of  his  ortlers»  he  set  fire  to  her  in  different  parts,  and 
waited  till  the  fire  broke  out  from  all  those  parta»  and  had 
got  the  uncontrollable  mastery  of  the  ship  ;  by  which  she 
was  burnt  down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  all  of  her  that 
was  above  water  was  consumed  in  the  flames. 

The  noise  of  this  exploit  resounded  over  Europe ;  it 
was  spoken  of  and  admired  every  where  ;  the  hero  who 
performed  it  was  no  longer  unknown  to  fame ;  he  was 
the  theme  of  conversation  in  every  language,  and  tlie 
name  of  Decatur  became  associated  in  the  minds  of  men 
With  all  that  is  chivalrous  in  human  character. 

This  exploit,  great  in  itself,  and  per  se  to  the  United 
States,  was  still  much  greater  to  them  in  ita  beneficial 
consequenees.  In  the  first  place,  it  impressed  those  bar- 
barians with  that  salutary  terror  which,  from  that  moment, 
made  them  glad  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  without  exacting 
from  us  any  tribute  as  its  price.  It  struck  at  once  from 
our  national  condition  that  onerous  and  disgraceful  badge 
to  which  it  had  long  been  subjected.  It  was  that  saluta- 
ry terror  which  laid  the  foundation  of  that  treaty,  which 
has  secured  that  peace,  and  kept  it  inviolate  to  this  day  ; 
and  with  it  has  secured  the  safety  of  our  commerce,  and 
our  citizens,  in  those  seas. 

For  when  that  same  Decatur  afterwards  appeared  upon 
that  coast  in  hostile  array»  and  made  his  own  demands 
upon  that  power  as  tlie  price  ot  peace  to  her  ;  and  pre- 
f cribed  his  own  period  fbr  a  compliance  with  those  de- 
mands ;  and  that  the  shortest  period  in  which  that  com- 
pliance could  be  perfected  ;  that  power  bowed  itself  be. 
fore  the  terror  of  that  name  ;  signed  the  treaty  offered  by 
him,  and  literally  am  offered,  without  a  moment's  delay  or 
hesitation  ;  remarking,  that  "  we  must  comply,  for  there 
«•  b  no  knowing  what  that  man  may  do,"  who,  in  tiie  night, 
"  could  come  in  a  droger,  and  take  and  destroy  a  frigate 
"  in  my  harbor,  and  under  the  g^ins  of  my  castle  ;  yes,  we 
**  must  comply." 

Here,  too,  was  laid  ihe  foundation  of  the  naval  fame  of 
our  country :  antecedently  that  fame  did  not  exist.  Here 
was  kindled  that  spirit  of  emulation,  which  caught  from 
breast  to  breast,  and  made  or  found  in  etery  commander 
a  naval  liero,  ambitious  to  emulate,  to  excel,  if  possible, 
every  competitor  in  that  field  of  glory.  It  was  the  first 
in  that  series  of  brilliant  achievements  which  subsequently 
followed  to  throw  a  glory  around  our  navy,  aitd  to  make 
it  the  object  of  our  national  pride  ;  achievements  numer- 
ous almost  as  the  stars  of  that  banner  under  which  the 
battles  were  fought  \  and  so  brilliant  and  so  rapid  in  suc- 
cession, that  their  united  lustre  makes  one  lialo  of  glory, 
which,  like  the  galaxy  of  the  starry  heavens,  dims  the  dis- 
t.nctive  splendor  of  each  particular  star. 
ToL.  IT.— ir 


And  let  not  this  naval  fame  be  considered  merely  as  a 
garland,  ornamental  indeed  to  the  nation^  but  of  no  sub- 
stantial advantage.  It  is  indeed  the  best  of  all  our  trea- 
sures ;  more  than  aU  our  works  of  defence  ;  more  than  all 
our  treaties  :  it  guaranties  to  us  and  our  rights  the  respect 
of  the  world. 

Such  are  the  merits  of  this  case  ;  and  the  question  put 
to  the  Senate  is.  Shall  these  merits  go,  as  they  hitherto 
have  gone,  unrewarded  ?  If  the  appesj  is  made  only  to 
the  justice  and  policy  of  the  country — ^is  it  just  that  dis- 
tinguished national  services  should  not  meet  a  national 
reward  ?  Can  it  be  policy  to  say  to  your  national  heroes 
who  perform  those  services — if  the  paths  of  glory,  which 
may  lead  you  to  the  grave,  should  leave  your  families  to 
want,  we  will  not  reheve  them  ?  But  in  my  view  of  this 
case,  that  appeal  is  not  necessary,  for  I  cannot  doubt  the 
legal  obligfation  of  the  country  to  satisfy  this  claim.  The 
statutory  provision  which  I  referred  to  when  I  began,  is 
in  these  words  : 

'*  The  proceeds  of  all  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  goods 
taken  on  board  of  them,  which  shall  be  adjudged  good 
prize,  shall,  when  of  equal  or  of  superior  force  to  the  ves* 
sel  or  vessels  making  the  capture,  be  the  sole  property 
of  the  captors." 

Boes  this  provision  embrace  this  case  ?  As  I  said  be- 
fore, I  cannot  doubt  it.  1  begin,  however,  my  interpre- 
tation, by  admitting  that  the  case  does  not  come  within 
the  letter  of  the  provision.  For,  the  provision  speaks  of 
proceeds,  importinjf  a  sale  ;  this  vessel  was  not  sold  :  it 
speaks  of  adjudication  as  good  prize  ;  this  vessel  was  not 
condemned.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  case  within  the  letter 
of  the  provision.  But  it  is  a  ca.se  of  the  capture  of  a  ves- 
sel of  superior  force— vastly  superior— and  therefore 
within  the  intention  of  the  provision.  The  provision  in^ 
tended  to  reward  extraordinary  merit  in  the  capture  <  and 
surely  it  is  not  material  to  that  merit  that  the  vessel  was 
not  either  sold  or  condemned.  It  would  be  even  ridicu- 
lous to  suppose  that  the  intention  was  to  make  the  reward 
depend  upon  circumstances  not  material  to  the  merit. 
Farther  :  the  object  of  the  provision  obviously  was,  to 
stimulate  our  Navy,  not  to  rash,  but  to  great  undertak* 
ings,  sustained  hy  great  efforts.  What  then  becomes  of 
the  force  of  this  stimulus,  if  you  make  the  reward  depend* 
not  on  the  greatness  of  the  undertaking,  not  on  the  great- 
ness of  the  successful  effort,  but  upon  subsequent  cir- 
cumstances which  may  be  accidental,  and  must  be  imma- 
terial ?  If  you  do  not  entirely  destroy,  do  you  not  very 
much  impair  the  force  of  that  stimulus  t  For  who  would 
go  upon  the  "forlorn  hope,"  the  success  only  possible, 
and  the  failure  certain  death,  if,  after  running  the  hazaid» 
he  may  lose  the  fruits  of  his  succesaful  valor  by  a  quib- 
bling about  the  letter  of  the  law,  in  opposition  to  its  ob- 
vious intention  and  obvious,  object  ? 

All  this  would  apply,  if  the  frigate  had  been  destroyed, 
fi  om  the  necessity  of  the  thing,  and  on  the  judgment  of 
tie  captors  ;  and  in  that  case  would  be  a  sufficient  ground 
for  claiming  the  indemnity.  For  this  was  the  only  ground 
in  the  case  of  the  Guerricre,  and  of  the  Java,  and  of  the 
Hermes,  and  of  some  others «  iif  all  which  cases  this 
ground  was  allowed  to  be  sufficient,  and  indemnity  was 
granted  accordingly.  But  here  the  captured  prize  was 
destroyed  by  the  express  orders  of  the  Government ;  for 
the  order  of  their  agent  was  their  order,  and  the  Commo- 
dore of  the  squadron  was  their  agent }  and  his  order  to 
destroy  was  peremptory.  How,  then,  can  the  Govern- 
ment allege  that  the  prize  was  not  condemned,  when 
they  themselves  ordered  it  to  be  destroyed,  and  when  it 
was  destroyed  in  obedience  to  that  order  ?  How  can  the 
Government  urge  the  letter  of  the  provision  as  excluding 
the  case,  when  its  not  being  included  within  the  letter 
was  owing  to  their  own  actl  Surely  the  Government  is 
estopped  from  alleging,  in  order  to  defeat  a  daim,  that 
that  was  not  done  which  they  themselves  prevented 
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from  being  done.  And  it  is  very  evident,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances before  mentioned,  and  from  other  circum- 
stances, that,  but  fop  the  order,  the  frigate  might  have 
been  brought  off.  Dut  whether  she  might  or  might  not, 
that  makes  no  difference  in  this,  so  long  as  the  fngate 
was  destroyed  under  that  order,  and  in  fulfilment  of  that 
order :  and  so  long  as  the  captors  were  restrained  by  that 
order  from  making  the  attempt  to  get  off  with  their 
prize. 

Again.  The  Government  have  disposed  of  this  prize 
frigate  as  they  thought  best  for  the  public  interest  {  whe- 
ther they  judged  well  or  ill  in  this  disposition,  is  not  ma* 
terial  to  this  claim — ^they  did  dispose  of  it.  They  then 
have  this  property,  which  was  the  property  of  the  cap- 
tors,  fop  they  have  controlled  its  disposition.  How,  then, 
can  Government  refuse  to  pay  for  this  property,  disposed 
of  by  them,  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  but  did  belong 
to  the  captors  ?  Suppose  this  frigate  captured,  but  not 
destroyed  nor  condemned,  and  the  Government  had  re- 
stored her  on  treaty  or  on  ransom,  or  to  redeem  our  citi- 
zens from  captivity  or  bondage,  Would  Government 
have  any  pretence  for  saying  the  capture  did  not  come 
within  the  letter  of  the  provision,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
captors  should  not  be  indemnified  for  the  captured  pro- 
perty ?  Surely  Government  would  have  no  pretence  for 
saying  this.  In  principle,  this  case  is  identical  with  those 
—for  in  both,  the  Government  have  disposed  of  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  captors  ;  and  the  mode  of  dispo- 
sition, as  I  said  before,  is  the  affair  of  Government,  and 
cannot  be  material  to  the  claim  of  the  captors.  The  Al- 
gerine  frigate  and  brig,  which  af^erwanls  were  captured 
by  our  squadron,  were  restored  to  the  Algerines,  yet  the 
captors  were  indemnified  for  the  loss,  and  to  tlie  amount 
of  t|ie  captured  property. 

I  hold,  then,  that  this  is  a  case  within  the  intention  of 
this  statutory  provision  ?  one  within  the  object  of  this 
provision  ?  and  one  in  which  the  Government  have  pre- 
cluded themselves  from  saying  is  not  within  the  letter  of 
the  provision. 

Mr.  CH.\NDLER  made  some  inquiries  as  to  how  far 
the  rule  to  be  established  by  this  bill  would  extend  ^  He 
supposed  many  other  cases  of  tiie  kind  would  be  brought 
forward,  and  he  wished  to  know  to  what  extent  Congress 
would  be  committed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  HAYNE  replied  that  the  committee  who  reported 
this  bill  knew  of  no  other  similar  clium.  He  believed  this 
case  stood  alone. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  said,  that,  being  ond  of  the  committee 
by  which  the  bill  was  reported,  he  wished  to  explain  why 
ho  had  differed  from  the  chairman  as  to  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
propriated. He  thought,  by  the  granting  $  50,000,  the 
principle  of  the  precedent  upon  which  the  bill  was  founded 
would  be  fully  acted  up  to  ;  and  he  thought  it  highly  im- 
proper to  legislate  upon  the  individual  merit  of  officers. 
In  his  opinion,  tlie  small  number  of  individuals  engaged 
in  the  exploit  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  in  the 
sum  to  be  granted.  He  intimated  that,  should  the  sum 
proposed  be  rejected,  he  would  propose  to  fill  the  blank 
with  150,000. 

Mr.  HARRISON  saicf,  that  (he  small  number  of  the  in- 
dividuals engaged  in  a  |^allant  exploit,  would,  with  him, 
be  rather  a  cause  for  increasing  than  decreasing  the 
amount  to  be  paid  to  them.  The  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  gfiving  prize  money  was  to  encourage  the 
seamen ;  and,  if  a  small  vessel  should  conquer  a  large 
ship,  their  reward  ought  to  be  increased,  because  the  ac- 
tion would  be  more  perilous  and  intrepid.  To  rcdvce 
the  proportion  of  prize  money  according  to  the  number 
of  the  captors,  wad,  he  thought,  against  Ure  principles  of 
the  Government, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  remarked  that  he  had  grounded  his 
remarks  on  the  precedents  which  had  been  consulted  in 
framing  the  bill. 


Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that  the  difference  between  the  Se- 
nator from  Vermont  and  the  committee,  was,  that  he  had 
taken  from  the  various  amounts  to  be  found  in  the  pre- 
cedents to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  lowest  sum  men- 
tioned. The  committee  had  not  taken  the  highest^  but 
had  chosen  a  medium.  The  award  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman was  made  during  the  war,  when  the  pressure  of 
the  times  caused  it  to  be  placed  at  a  low  rate. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  would  find,  by  turning  to  the  books,  ttiat,  in 
cases  where  the  disparity  of  the  forces  was  great,  the  ap- 
propriation varied  accordingly.  If  the  very  lowest  sum 
to  be  found  in  the  precedents  were  to  be  adopted,  the 
interest  since  1804  would  make  it  double  the  amount. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  blank  might  be  filled  with 
the  sum  proposed  by  the  chairman. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  filling  the  blank  with 
$  100,000  ;  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  moved  to  fill  the  remaining  blanks 
with  the  following  sums  ; 

For  the  legal  representatives  of  Commodore  Preble, 
$  5,000. 

For  Susan  Decatur,  legal  representative  of  Stephen 
Decatur,  of  the  first  clasa  of  ofiicers,  $51,412. 

For  the  second  class  of  officers,  (James  Lawrence,  Jo< 
seph  Bainbridge,  »nd  Jonathan  Thorn,)  $  12^564. 
For  the  third  class  of  officers,  $  14,958. 
For  the  fourth  class,  $  12,215. 
For  the  fifth  class,  $  11,074. 
And  for  43  seamen,  $  12,773. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  first  of  these  sums,  but 
was  not  taken — when 

^  Mr.  CHAMBERS  rose,  and  said,  that,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  he  would  discharge  a  duty  which  had  de- 
volved upon  him,  by  presenting  a  paper  containing  an 
extract  from  the  journal  of  F.  C  DeKrafft,  a  midshipman 
on  board  the  Syren,  who  believed  that  the  officers  of  the 
Syren  had  a  claim  to  some  share  of  tlie  sum  awarded  to 
those  who  took  part  in  this  gallant  achievement.  Mr.  C 
thought,  as  far  as  that  paper  was  an  evidence,  the  crew  of 
tht  Syren  shared  the  common  danger,  and  were  therefore 
entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  reward. 

[Mr.  C.  here  handed  the  paper  to  the  Clerk,  who  read 
it.  The  journal  Ulated  that  the  Syren  took  a  positioa 
without  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  within  a  mile  of  the  fort, 
at  the  time  Lieutenant  Decatur  entered  with  the  Intrepid; 
that  a  signal  was  received  from  the  Intrepid,  and  answer- 
ed by  tlie  Syren  ,  and  that  two  boats  fully  manned,  were 
despatched  by  the  latter  to  reinforce  tlie  Intrepid.] 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  continued  his  remarks,  lie  found, 
by  the  prize  aet,  that  individuals  composing  the  crews  of 
vessels  in  sight  when  a  prize  is  taken,  were  entitled  to  a 
share  of  the  prize  money*  it  was  not  exactly  the  provi- 
sions of  the  prize  act  that  entitled  these  individuals  to  a 
share  of  the  sum  to  be  given . 

He  undeTstoo<l  that  the  money  was  given  to  encourage 
the  spirit  that  leads  to  such  exploits.  If  so,  all  who  par- 
took of  the  peril  should  share  the  reward.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  individuals  named  in  the  1)111  were  not  aided 
by  the  crew  of  the  Syren.  He  thought  it  would  prove 
otherwise.  The  Syren  was  so  situated  as  to  have  given 
assistance  if  needed.  She  was  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  fort ;  she  did  send  off  men  to  reinforce  tlie  Intrepid, 
and  i-eceived  and  answered  a  signal  from  Lieutenant  De- 
catur. The  person  who  had  handed  him  ^Mr.  C]  this 
paper,  was  a  resident  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  ar.d, 
therefore,  ^  obtain  information  on  his  claim,  he  would 
move  to  recommit  the  bill,  assuring  the  chairman  of  U)c 
committee  that  his  design  was  not  to  obstruct  its  progress. 
Had  he  thought,  that,  by  making  this  motion,  he  should 
have  caused  any  delay  of  the  bill,  he  would  not  have 
made  it.  The  evidence  in  this  matter  \^  as  at  liand,  and  a 
decision  could  be  speedily  obt:tined.     He  then  mqvcd 
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that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  who  report- 
ed it,  together  with  the  paper  purporting  to  be  an  ex- 
tract from  the  journal  of  F.  C.  DeKraflTt,  with  instructions 
to  exarraine  the  claims  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig 
S^ren  to  share  the  sum  granted  by  the  first  section  of  the 
biU. 

Mr.  HATNE  said,  that  it  was  somewhat  extraordinaxy 
that  this  claim  had  never  been  heard  of  before.    The  sub- 
ject of  this  bill  had  been  a  matter  of  discission  for  two 
or  three  years.     It  had  been  before  the  public,  and  had 
formed  a  topic  of  some  interest  in  the  public  newspapers 
during  all  that  time ;  yet  the  author  of  the  journal,  an  ex- 
tract uf  which  was  now  before  the  Senate,  had  never  until 
now  put  forth  his  claim.     The  commander  of  the  Syren, 
Commodore  Stewart,  had  never  set  up  any  claim  for  him- 
scir  or  his  crew — and  such  a  claim  had  never  been  thought 
of  until  this  late  period.     He  would,  therefore,  put  it  to 
the  Senate,  whether  it  was  fair  or  just  for  an  individual  to 
step  in  at  so  critical  a  juncture  to  retard  the  progress  of 
the  bill.    It  had  been  under  the  examination  of  the  com- 
pittee  at  an  early  stage  of  the  session  ;  had  been  reported 
in  (hie  season  ;  and  had  now  been  for  three  weeks  before 
the  Senate,  waiting  its  turn  for  consideration.  He  [Mr.  H.] 
had  even  been  so  particular  in  bringing  it  before  their 
notice,  that  he  notified  the  Senate  previously,  of  the  time 
at  whicii  he  intended  to  call  it  up  {  and  now,  after  all 
these  preliminaries,  just  at  the  time  when  they  were  about 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  and  secure  to  that  gal- 
lant crew  the  reward  they  so  richly  merited,  an  unknown 
claimant  comes  before  the  Senate,  and  asks  us  to  forego 
the  prospect  of  carrying  the  bill  through  this  session. 
For,, said  Mr.  H.,  if  it  is  recommitted,  there  is  scarcely  a 
hope  that  it  can  pass  in  time  to  be  acted  upon  by  the 
other  House.     If  the  claim  now  put  forth  deserved  to  be 
acted  upon  at  all,  it  ought  to  ^  to  the  other  House,  in 
stead  of  obstructinp^  the  progress  of  the  bill  in  this.     Bu.t 
he  had  another  objection  to  the  claim,  if  claim  it  could  be 
called.     The  paper  which  had  jun  been  read,  was  ac- 
companied with  no  testimony.     H  consisted  of  nothing 
but  loose  memoranda.    It  proved  nothing  ;  whereasthere 
was  ample  proof  to  show  its  unimportance.     There  was 
sufficient  proof  that  the  Syren  did  not  aid  in  the  exploit 
of  burning  the  Philadelphia — that  she  was  not  even  order- 
ed to  do  so.    Tfie  official  statement  of  Commodore  Pre- 
ble amply  proved  the  fiict.     He  says  that  the  Syren  wau 
ordered  to  support  Lieutenant  Decatur,  and  cover  his  re- 
treat, but  could  not  get  into  the  harbor.     Decatur,  also, 
in  his  despatches,  says  that  the  Syren  obtained  a  position 
without  the  harbor,  to  cover  and  defend  his  retreat.  The 
fact  w  as  further  established  by  that  part  of  Commodore 
Preble's  official  report,  in  which  he  speaks  of  Lieutenant 
Stewart ;  and,  as  if  with  a  desire  to  console  that  officer  for 
the  misfortune  of  not  having  been  able  to  join  in  the  enter- 
prise, he  remarks  that  it  was  an  exploit  in  which  but  few 
could  be  engaged,  and  praises  the  alacrity  with  which  he 
performed  the  services  within  his  power.     He  also  goes 
on  to  say,  that,  if  Decatur  had  waited  half  an  hour  for  as- 
sistance from  the  Syren,  the  enterprise  must  have  failed. 
But  what  was  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Stewart  ?     Did 
he  ever  claim  any  part  of  the  glory  of  the  achievement  ? 
Never.     Instead  of  attributing  to  himself  any  part  of  the 
glory  of  that  act,  he  has  always,  with  the  generosity  which 
is  always  found  among  brave  men,  extolled  the  conduct 
of  Decatur,  and  given  to  him  the  entire  glory  of  that  bril- 
liant action.     Commodore  Stewart  on  that  occasion  dis- 
played a  disinterestedness  that  redounds  to  bis  imniortal 
honor.     He  was  the  senior  officer  of  Decatur— yet,  far 
from  entertaining  jealousy  towards  him,  he  allowed  De- 
catur to  take  the  command,  arid  willingly  acted  under 
him.     fie  always  was,  and  is  to  this  day,  enthusiastic  in 
his  praises  of  Decatur's  valor.     And  Stewart  and  Chaun- 
ccy,  although  the  Seniors  of  Decatur,  allowed  him  to  go 
over  their  heads  in  promotion  to  the  rank  of  post  captain. 


Such  is  the  generous  spirit  that  characterizes  our  Navy 
He  hoped  the  motion  to  recommit  would  not  be  sustained. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  de- 
cide upon  the  merits  of  the  claim  of  the  officers  of  the 
Syren.     He  had  merely  put  forward  a  statement  which 
he  hoped  would  be  examined.    The  testimony  in  relation 
to  it  was  within  half  an  hour's  walk  of  the  Committee 
room,  and  he  hoped  that  it  might  be  inquired  into.     He 
did  not,  farther  than  this,  pretend  to  enforce  the  claims 
of  the  applicant.     As  to  the  belief  of  the  chairman,  that 
the'  Syren  was  not  employed  in  the  service  of  burning  the 
Philadelphia,  he  [Mr.  C]  thought  all  the  evidence  in 
favor  of  the  supposition  that  she  was  so  employed.     The 
Syren  was  ordered  to  accompany  the  Intrepid,  and  aid  in 
the  enterprise.     She  did  so,  and  took  a  position  to  tup- 
port  Decatnr,  and  cover  his  retreat  {  and,  if  the  crew  of 
the  Syren  shared  the  danger,  they  ought  to  share  the  re- 
ward.   It  was  as  necessaiy  for  Decatur  to  have  the  means 
of  escape  as  the  means  of  entering  the  harbor ;  and  if  for 
this  purpose  the  brifi^  was  placed  in  a  position  of  danger, 
she  aided  in  the  achievement.     How  nir  her  crew  were 
entitled  to  reward,  Mr.  C.  did  not   know,  but  thought 
it  ought  to  be  examined.     He  had  been  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  that  Commodore'Stewtrt  al* 
ways  spoke  of  Decatur  as  the  individual  who  performed 
this  deed      He  never  supposed  the  claims  of  the  Syren 
detracted  from  the  merit  of  Decatur.     It  was  a  forced 
inference  from  anything  that  had  fallen  from  him.    It 
was,  he  believed,  the  last  object  of  the  individual  who 
presented  this  paper,  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  De- 
catur,    lie  merely  wished  the  facts  of  his  claim  looked 
into  ;  and  he  [Mr.  C]  was  convinced  that  it  would  not 
at  all  delay  the  progress  of  the  bill . 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  it  was  a  bad  precedent  to  allow 
a  claim  so  long  subsequent  to  the  action  which  created  it, 
founded  on  a  statement  by  a  junior  officer,  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  report  made  by  the  commanding  officer, 
who  .certainly  ought  to  know  the  object  of  the  movements 
whicii  were  made  by  his  oixlers.  The  situation  of  the 
Syren  was  such  that  she  gave,  nor  could  have  jgfivea,  De- 
catur no  kind  of  aid  in  the  capture.  He  hoped  the  Se- 
nate would  not  allow  the  examination  of  a  claim  which 
would  g^  to  contradict  unofficial  i*cport  which  had  been 
for  so  many  years  uncontradicted,  and  which  was  founded 
on  the  best  evidence. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  observed,  that,  if  there  could  be 
shewn  any  practical  object  in  the  recommitment,  he 
should  not  be  opposed  to  it.  But  he  thought  he  could 
shew  the  best  of  reasons,  from  the  journal  itself,  why  it 
ought  not  to  be  acted  upon.  How  does  it  stand  ?  This 
bill  has  been  for  several  years  before  this  and  the  other 
House.  It  has  been  fully  discussed  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress. The  witnesses  that  have  been  called  are  of  the 
most  distinguished  character :  for  instance.  Commodore 
Stewart,  who  commanded  the  brig  Syren.  No  claim  was 
ever  set  up  by  him  or  his  officers  or  crew,  for  the  twen- 
ty three  years  that  have  intervened  since  that  action. 
But  now,  on  the  7th  of  February,  18C8,  there  comes  forth 
a  statement  on  oath,  on  which  the  ink  is  scarcely  dry,  to 
establish  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Syren. 
The  applicant  has  held  back  until  this  moment,  and,  when 
the  blank  is  just  filling,  claims  his  share  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 1  differ,  said  Mr.  T.  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
not  in  opinion,  but  in  the  manner  in  which  he  states  it. 
I  do  not  call  this  applicant  a  junior  officer,  but  a  young 
gentleman,  writing  a  journal  for  his  own  amusement ; 
and  it  is  not  wonderful  that  he  should  differ  from  his  com- 
manding officer  as  to  the  kinji  of  service  on  which  the 
vessel  to  which  he  is  attached  is  despatched.  We  know 
that  every  young  officer  diflfers  in  opinion  with  his  com- 
mander, fw  the  very  reason  that  the  former  knows  nothing, 
the  latter  knows  all  about  the  matter.  Htny  gentleman 
who  has  the  least  knowledge  of  nautical  affairs  will  look 
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at  this  journal,  he  will  be  convinced  that  the  writer  niakes 
erroneous  conclusions.  Here  it  is  stated,  first  one  sail  is 
set,  then  another.  One  tack  is  first  taken  \  then  it  is 
changed :  now  she  runs  in  upon  the  shore,  where  the 
water  is  shallow,  and  then  she  runs  out  again  into  35 
&thoms.  Will  any  man  say  to  me  that  she  meant  to  fight? 
Any  one  knows  better.  If  she  did  intend  to  fight,  would 
she  be  shooting  about  in  the  manner  here  described  ?  If 
fighting  was  her  object,  why  did  not  she  go  straight  fir- 
ward?  The  same  wind  that  carried  one  vessel  into  the  h.o-- 
bor,  would  have  carried  in  the  other.  The  truth  was,  that 
the  youn^  journalist  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  He 
formed  his  conjectures  ;  but  they  are  little  worth.  He 
was  not  consulted  by  his  commander.  He  was  not  told 
why  one  sail  was  shifted  now,  and  another  afterwards. 
His  business  was  to  mind  his  duty,  and  obey  orders.  What 
was  the  real  case  ?  Several  weeks  previous  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Philadelphia,  the  plan  had  been  conceived  by 
Decatur,  who  communicated  his  project  to  Commodore 
Preble,  and  exacted  from  lum  a  promise  that  the  enter- 
prise should  be  entrusted  to  no  other  officer.  How  then 
could  Preble  refuse  to  allow  Decatur  to  prosecute  his  en- 
terprise  }  He  was  bound  in  honor  to  grant  his  permis- 
sion. For  be  who  had  planned  was  entitled  to  the  pri- 
vilege of  executing.  He  therefore  manned  a  small, 
worthless  vessel~I  say  worthless,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  I  as- 
sisted afterwards  to  condemn  her.  She  had  been  captur- 
e<l  for  attempting  to  violate  the  blockade  of  Tripoli.  In 
this  vessel,  with  four  carronades  as  her  armament,  he  en- 
tered the  harbor  in  the  night.  As  to  the  vessel,  she  was 
not  cared  for.  If  she  was  burnt,  nothing  would  be  lost. 
But  to  bring  off  the  gallant  crew  was  the  object  \  and  for 
this  the  Syren  was  ordered  to  cover  and  assist  in  their  es- 
cape. The  time  will  come,  said  Mr.  T.,  when  the  true 
character  of  Decatur  will  be  known  and  appreciated  by 
his  country— when  the  unequalled  gallantry  of  his  achieve- 
mcnts  will  receive  its  meed  of  i  eno  wn.  No  man  was  more 
deliberate  in  his  conduct  than  Decatur.  In  carrying  into 
effect  this  most  daring  project,  he  was  directed  by  the 
coolest  iudgment..  There  was  nothing  rash  in  his  con- 
duct, although  nothing  could  exceed  his  intrepidity.  He 
knew  that  he  should  be  carried  into  the  harbor  by  the 
wind  ;  but  that  the  same  wind  that  carried  him  in,  would 
prevent  his  coming  out ;  and  that  for  his  escape  he  must 
depend  upon  his  boats.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  there  was 
in  this  event  a  memorable  circumstance.  That  Providence 
which  has  so  often  seemingly  interposed  to  direct  the  des- 
tiny of  our  country,  ordained  that,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  flames  were  enveloping  every  part  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, and  when  the  batteries  had  opened  a  tremendous 
fire  upon  the  Intrepid,  the  wind  changed,  and  she  caipe 
out  of  the  harbor  with  swelling  sails.  All  the  circum- 
stances of  the  enterprise  were  previously  communicated 
to  Preble.  He  knew  the  tenfold  perils  to  which  it  would 
expose  the  hero  who  planned  it,  and  those  who  accom- 
panied him.  And  would  he  have  allowed  those  seventy 
gallant  men  to  go  alone  from  Syracuse  to  Tripoli,  on  so 
hazardous  an  exploit,  without  some  force  to  aid  them  in 
theif  escape  ?  Would  he  expose  those  heroes  to  perish 
for  want  of  assistance  ?  If  he  had  done  it,  he  would  have 
deserved  to  be  shot :  therefore,  he  assigned  to  the  Syren 
to  accompany  the  Intrepid — not  to  fight,  but  to  cover  her 
Ktreat — to  pick  up  the  ooats  as  they  came  out  of  the  har- 
bor, and  save  them  from  a  pursuing  enemy .  Commodore 
Stewart  performed  the  part  allotted  to  him  with  judgment 
and  promptitude  ;  and  he  deserved  the  praise  wh\ch  he 
received  for  his  conduct.  Such  is  the  account  given  by 
Decatur,  and  such  is  the  account  given  by  Commodore 
Preble.  But  here  is  the  account  of  the  afiair  by  a  young 
man,  whose  only  misfortune  was,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand his  commander's  intentions,  which  would  give  an 
ciHirely  different  view  of  the  matter.  By  a  reference  to 
the  of&Gial  accounts,  it  will  be  found  that  they  had  waited 


seven  days  for  that  kind  of  wind  that  would  enable  them 
to  enter  tlie  harbor.  And  when  it  occurred,  the  Intrepid 
sailed  in,  and  the  Syren  waited  without,  in  accordance 
with  her  orders.  Her  crew  afterwards  saw  tlie  flames 
from  the  Philadelphia ;  and,  shortly  afler,  the  Intrepid 
sailed  out  of  the  harbor,  so  that  the  aid  of  the  Syren,  in 
picking  up  the  boats,  was  not  required,  as  was  anticipat- 
ed. But,  if  you  look  at  your  prize  law,  you  will  per- 
ceive that,  to  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  prize  money,  a 
vessel  must  be  in  sight  of  the  action.  Now,  the  Syren 
was  not  in  sight.  She  was  outside  of  the  harbor,  as  the 
journal  states,  in  35  fathoms  of  water.  The  principle  is» 
that  if,  by  being  in  sight,  a  vessel  gives  to  another,  if  not 
actual,  potential  assistance,  her  crew  is  entitled  to  a  share 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  prize.  For  instance,  if  a  sloop  of 
war  sees  anotlier  sloop  of  war  approaching  her,  and  also 
witliin  sight  of  a  seventy-four  gun  ship,  she  will  run — she 
ought  to  run — not  from  the  sloop  of  war,  but  IVom  a  su- 
perior force  that  may  be  brought  against  her.  If  she  is 
taken,  the  prize  money  is  distributed  to  the  two  vessels — 
to  the  one  'for  capturing — ^to  the  other  for  tlie  potential  aid 
given  in  the  contest.  But  it  does  not  apply  to  this  case, 
nor,  indeed,  to  night  attacks  in  general.  The  Syren  ren- 
dered no  aid,  whether  potential  or  actual,  in  burning  the 
Philadelphia.  Her  only  office  was  to  protect  the  crew  of 
the  Intrepid  in  their  retreat  from  the  harbor.  But,  in 
cases  where  being  in  sight  gives  a  title,  to  what  does  it 
give  a  title  ?  Why,  to  a  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  cap- 
tured vessel.  Such  is  tlie  proi-ision  of  the  prize  act.  Here, 
however,  is  a  new  case.  Here  are  no  proceeds,  nor  does 
the  case  come  within  the  scope  of  the  prize  act,  and, 
therefore,  the  crew  of  the  Syren  have  no  kind  of  claim. 
That  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Syren  did  their  duty 
had  already  been  admitted.  But  that  duty  was  not  to 
take  any  share  in  the  exploit  which  was  entrusted  to  Lieu- 
tenant Decatur.  The  application,  therefore,  now  made, 
could  not  be  sustained ;  and  he  trusted  the  Senate  would 
reject  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  CHAMBEUS  said  that  he  had  presented  the  state* 
ment  of  Mr.  DeKrafft  in  pursuance  of  his  duty,  and  he 
now  rose  to  defend  him  from  the  animadversions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  could  not  see  in  that  pa- 
per any  cause  for  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman.  The 
remark  tliat  this  journal  was  the  language  of  a  young 
gentleman  who  did  not  know  as  much  as  his  commanding 
officer,  and  yet  undertook  to  contradict  him,  seemed  quite 
gratuitous. 

[Mr.  TAZEWKLL  rose  to  explain.  He  said  no  such 
thing.  He  said  that  this  young  man  might  be  correct  in 
his  statement ;  but  did  not  know  the  motives  of  his  com- 
manding officer.] 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  resumed.  IsUnd  con-ected.  The 
gentleman  admits  that  the  young  gentleman's  account 
agreed  with  that  of  his  commander  ;  but  his  inferences 
were  incorrect,  because  he  diil  not  know  as  much  as  his 
superior  officer.  Now,  sir,  let  us  see  what  proof  we 
have  that  the  Syren  took  a  position  to  aid  Decatur  in 
his  attack  on  the  Philadelphia—there  is  the  fact,  not 
denied,  thai  Decatur  sent  for  a  reinforcement ;  and  the 
order  of  Commodore  Preble  to  Decatur,  that  he  ••'would 
proceed  in  company  with  the  Syren,  which  would  assist 
with  her  boat^j  and  crew,  and  would  cover  his  retreat." 
The  gentleman  had  asked  why,  if  the  Syren  was  associ- 
ated in  the  expedition,  she  was  not  in  the  harbor  ^ 
And  Mr.  C.  supposed  he  intended  to  imply  that  she  was 
not  associated  with  the  Intrepid.  The  answer  to  that 
question  is  not  to  be  given  gratuitously  by  me;  but  is  to  be 
found  in  the  official  report.  The  Commodore  there  says, 
that  the  Syren,  not  being  able  to  enter  tlie  harbor,  anchor- 
ed at  some  distance  from  it,  and  was  thus  not  able  to  render 
so  efficient  service  as  she  would  otherwise  have  done. 
But  does  he  neglect  the  fact  tliat  assistance  was  given  ? 
Na.     He  only  remarks,  that  ii  ^as  not  as  efficient  as  it 
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might  otherwise  have  been,  and  as  was  intended.    Deca-   tent  off  in  consequence  of  the  ugnal.    At  half  past  nud- 


tar,  in  his  statement,  also  says,  that  the  Syren  gained  a 
station  without  the  harbor.  The  opposition  which  the 
document  presented  by  me  has  met  with,  has  induced  me 
make  use  of  the  materials  which  1  have  at  hand  to  sup- 
port the  claims  of  the  officers  of  the  Syren.  1  maintam 
that  they  were  detailed  upon  that  expedition,  and  that 
they  did  render  the  service  required  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability.  But  we  are  asked  why  they  have  delayed  to 
bring  forward  their  claim  ?  And  why,  at  this  late  moment, 
it  is  pressed  ?  I  speak,  said  Mr.  C  from  the  Information 
of  the  same  gentleman  who  handed  me  the  statement, 
when  I  say  that  when  the  bill  was  first  brought  before  the 
other  House  rendering  compensation  to  the  heirs  of  Preble, 
the  officers  of  the  Syren  did  apply,  fiut  there  may  be  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  this  claim.  Capt.  Stewart,  who  com- 
manded the  Syren,  makes  no  claim,  and  it  may  be  that  he 
wishes  those  who  served  under  him  should  not.  il  is  not  for 
me  to  inquire  into  his  motives,  or  tliose  of  the  other  offi- 
cers. If  their  claim,  as  appeared  to  Mr.  C.  was  good,  it  was 
a  dispby  of  modesty  and  forbearance  which  was  highly 
creditable.  This  was  not  the  question  before  tlie  Senate. 
They  were  now  to  consider  the  claims  of  this  man,  and 
he  certainly  was  entitled  to  a  hearing.  I  am  informed  by. 
a  person,  now  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  that  the  facts  stat- 
ed in  this  journal,  are  the  same  as  those  entered  in  the 
log  book  of  the  Syren.  The  facts  are  accessible,  as  they 
are  to  be  obtained  within  the  limits  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. And  all  that  is  asked  is  a  delay  sufficient  to  in- 
vestigate the  merits  of  the  claim. 

We  are  also  told,  said  Mr.  C  that  the  claims  of  the 
officers  of  the  Syren  do  not  come  witliin  the  prize  act. 
Well,  sir,  suppose  they  do  not  I  say  also  that  the  prize 
act  does  not  authorize  the  payment  of  the  heirs  of  Deca- 
tur, or  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid.  The  biU  is  founded  on 
a  kind  of  analogy.  The  case  is  not  admitted  under  the 
prize  act,  but  it  bears  so  close  a  resemblance  to  those 
that  do,  and  exhibits  a  species  of  claim  so  similar  to  those 
-which  come  under  that  act,  that  justice  seems  to  reason 
strongly  on  its  side.  Those  who  have  achieved  daring  acts, 
and  destroyed  the  property  of  an  enemy,  are,  on  such  a 
principle,  deemed  worthy  of  reward.  It  has  been  ques- 
tioned whether  the  Syren  was  in  sight  or  not.  But  tiiere 
seems  no  cause  for  that  doubt,  as  signals  were  made  and 
answered  by  the  Intrepid  and  the  Syren. 

These  explanations,  said  Mr.  C.  1  have  made  to  show 
that  there  are  circumstances,  which  can  be  brought  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  which  arc  within  their  reach, 
which  give  good  reason  to  look  upon  the  claim  of  the 
officers  of  the  Syrep,  as  probable  at  least.  He  would 
not  have  advocated  this  application,  had  .he  believed  that 
it  would  delay  or  seriously  obstruct  the  bill  But  that 
could  not  be,  as  the  witness  was  now  on  the  spot  ready  to 
be  examined.  The  consumption  of  time  could  be  but 
inconsiderable,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  Committee  would 
be  able  to  report  upon  the  application.  Neither  did  he 
think  that  the  fact  that  these  meritorious  officers  had  de- 
clined, for  twenty  years,  to  bi^ng  forward  their  claim, 
ought  in  the  least  to  afiect  the  Quei»tion,  which  related 
alone  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  lie,  therefore,  could  not 
but  desire  that  the  paper  might  be  referred  t»  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  was  not  pleased  with  the  time 
which  had  been  chosen  for  presenting  this  document. 
But  the  statement  itself  was  a  very  lame  one,  and  he 
thought  failed  to  sustain  the  claim  of  its  author.  In  the 
first  place,  it  did  not  appear  by  whom  this  statement  was 
sworn  to.  And  then  the  grounds  on  which  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  Syren  was  sustained,  were  very  slight.  The 
gentleman  supposes  that  a  signal  for  reinforcements 
proves  this  fact.     But  the  signals,  it  is  said,  were  ex- 


night,  he  goes  on  to  state  that  the  boats  of  the  brig,  and 
of  the  Intrepid,  appeared,  and  were  received  with  three 
cheers — so  that  it  is  clear  that  the  reinforcement  did  not 
assist  Decatur  in  destroying  the  ship.  They  were  pro- 
bably sent  oil*  to  pick  up  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid.  The 
paper  came  before  tlie  Senate  without  any  name  attached 
to  it,  and  without  any  satisfactory  proof  of  its  validity. 
He  hoped  no  time  would  be  wasted  in  it^  consideration. 

Mr.  COBB  could  not,  really,  see  wlw  gentlemen  oppo- 
sed so  strenuously  the  re-committal  of  tl]«  bill.  No  delay 
was  proposed  which  could  prejudice  the  bill  Time 
was  merely  asked,  to  allow  an  inquiry  whether  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Syren  were  not  entitled  to  a  share 
of  the  sum  to  be  given  to  the  participants  in-the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia.  Gentlemen  wish  to  reject  the 
application  without  any  inquiry.  Now  I  am  not  jo  cer- 
tain that  this  claim  is  not  a  valid  one.  Commodore  Preble 
tells  Decatur  that  the  Syren  w'dl  accompany  and  sustain 
him  with  her' boats,  and  will  cover  his  retreat.  It  is  proved 
that  the  boats  were  dispatched,  and,  if  so,  what  was  it 
dbne  for,  but  to  support  the  enterprise,  and  aid  in  its 
completion  >  The  Syren  was  not  there,  as  had  been  re- 
presented bv  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  sail  about 
the  harbor,  but  to  fulfil  the  orders  of  Commodore  Preble. 
He  did  not  know  whether,  in  similar  cases,  persons  so  en- 
gaged had  or  bad  not  a  claim  to  consideration,  or  whe- 
ther they  came  under  the  prize  act.  The  gentlemen  who 
opposed  this  statement  did  not  state  that,  in  all  the  par- 
Jticular  prize  acta*  there  wss  no  such  precedent.  Let  us 
have  tlie  fsicts,  and  let  the  Committee,  who  understand 
the  matter,  report  upon  them.  Commodore  Stewart  was 
now  in  the  city,  and  all  the  circumstances  could  easily  be 
ascertained.  He  would  make  one  additional  remark.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Senate  was  hurrying  this  bill 
too  fast  The  event  happened  twenty-three  years  ago. 
Decatur  never  asked  for  compensation,  and  his  legal  re- 
presentatives did  not  present  their  claim  until  teveral 
years  after  bis  death.  And  now  they  were  hurrying  this 
bill  through  the  Senate  with  a  despatch,  which  was,  at 
least,  uncommon.  They  would  not  even  allow  of  suffi- 
cient delay  to  inquire  whether  there  were  not  other 
equally  meritorious  claimants.  He  thought  the  Commit- 
tee ought  to  inquire  whether  these  men,  especially  the 
crews  of  the  boats,  were  not  entitled  to  share  in  the 
compensation.  Let  us  have  their  views  on  tlie  subject. 
He  would  have  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but 
would  not  interfere  in  the  course  take  a  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland* 

Mr.  UaYNE  said  that  the  Committee  had  been  charg- 
ed, by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  with 
hurrying  this  bill  through  the  Senate.  In  reply,  he  would 
observe,  that  the  bill  was  reported  six  weeks  since,  and 
that  it  had  laid  upon  the  table  during  the  whole  of  that 
time— and  that  he  had  given  notice,  several  days  since, 
that  he  should  move  to  t«ke  it  up — and  had  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  so,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  interpo- 
sition  of  other  business.  And  now,  after  this  •subject  has 
been  repeatedly  delayed^  they  were  asked  to  prolong  it, 
because  a  paper,  of  the  very  lightest  kind  that  had  ever 
been  presented  to  a  legislative  body,  carrying  with  it  no 
semblance  of  evidence^  was  thrust  in  its  way.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  thinks  the  bill  is  urged  with 
ominouH  haste,  because  we  are  not  willing  to  accede  to 
this  proposition.  Who,  1  would  ask,  is  Mr.  De  Kraf!V, 
for  whom  we  are  to  stay  the  action. of  the  Senate  on  ibis, 
matter  ?  Had  he  a  plain  and  sustainable  claim,  would  he 
not  have  presented  it  before — when  this  bill  has  been 
two  years  before  Congress  ?  Sucli  a  precedent  would  be 
a  bad  one,  and  would  lead  to  an  endless  protraction  of 
_  business.    The  Senate  Qtight  not  to  consent  to  the  re- 

changed  nt  half  past  ten,  and  the  boats  wet'e  not  sent  ofTl  committal ;  and,  for  myself,  I  will  never  consent  to  it. 
until  tome  time  after  ;  nor  docs  it  appear  that  they  were  ,  But,  said  Mr.  I].,  suppose  all  the  allegations  in  this  worth- 
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less  paper  to  be  true— I  will  read  it,  to  show  that  it  does 
not  establish  any  thing^.     What  does  it  tell  you  T 
[Mr.  II.  here  read  the  statement.] 
The  Syren  arrires  at  the  harbor,  and  sends  off  what  he 
calls  reinforcements— that  is,  two  boats*  crews  of  men. 
And  what  did  they  do  }    Did  they  aid  in  the  figiht  }    No. 
They  merely  did  what  they  were  ordered  to  do.     They 
aided  in  the  escape,  or,  rather,  guarded  the  escape  of 
the  victors      And  now  that  I  look  more  closely  into  the 
papers,  it  appears  that  the  two  vessels  were  despatched 
for  entirely  distinct  purposes — the  Intrepid  to  burn  the 
Philadelphia,  and  the  Syren  to  cover  the  reti'eat  of  the 
Intrepid's  crew.     I  hold  in  my  hand,  said  Mr.  H.,  the 
despatch  of  Decatur,  than  whom  a  more  disinterested 
being*  never  breathed.    And  does  he  say  that  he  received 
any  aid  from  the  Syren  }    No.    He  says  that  the  boats  of 
the  Syren  covered  his  retreat,  and  in  no  other  part  does 
he  mention  her.     And,  had  he  received  assistance  from 
the  Syren,  would  he  not  have  admitted  it  ?    Nay,  more. 
When  he  returned  home,  he  was  required  to  give  a  list 
of  the  officew  and  sailors  who  partook  in  the  enterprise 
of  burning  the  Philadelphia.     He  did  so— but  he  did  not 
give  the  name  of  a  single  -officer  or  sailor  belonging  to 
the  Syren.     Here,  also,  is  the  despatch  of  Commodore 
Preble.     He  declares  tlmt  this  gallant  action  was  achiev- 
.    ed  by  Lieutenant  Decatur  and  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid. 
He  performed  the  deed  alone,  and  to  him  and  his  asso- 
ciates belonged  the  renown  and  the  reward.     Had  he 
waited  another  half  hour,  for  aid  from  the  boats  of  the 
Syren,  he  would  have  failed  in  the  expedition.  The  boats 
sent  off,  as  mentioned  in  this  statement,  were  intended 
to  cover  his  retreat— in  that  they  performed  their  part. 
But  it  gave  the  crew  of  the  Syren  no  share  in  the  enter- 
prise.    He  would  ask,  in  conclusion,  if  gentlemen  could 
oelieve  that  any  man,  who  was  not  in  the  Intrepid,  was 
entitled  to  come  in  and  receive  a  share  of  the  compensa- 
tion awarded  to  the  gallant  seamen  who  withstood  the 
perils  and  achieved  tne  glory  of  that  action  alone  ?    As 
a  Senator,  standing  in  his  place,  he  protested  that  he 
could  not  conceive  how  the  least  shadow  of  right  could  be 
assumed  for  delaying  the  bill  a  moment  on  such  grounds 
as  the  flimsy  statement  in  question  offered. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  could  not  look  upon  this  subject  in 
the  same  light  as  it  was  viewed  by  the  Chairman  of  ihe 
Naval  Committee.  It  was  said  that  the  boats  of  the  Syren 
gave  no  aid  to  Decatur. "  That  might  be  :  but,  supposing 
the  action  had  been  protracted,  would  they  not  have  ren- 
dered their  aid  ?  Besides,  he  could  not  think  that  they 
rendered  no  assistance.  Tliey  certainly  covered  the  re- 
treat  of  the  crew  of  tlie  Intrepid,  which  was  all,perhaps, 
tliat  the  circumstances  woidd  admit.  As  to  the  reason 
why  they  had  not  applied  until  this  time,  he  believed  it 
was  because  they  thought,  with  Decatur  himself,  that 
they  had  no  claim.  But,  seeing  that  the  bill  might  pro- 
bably pass,  tliey  come  in  for  their  nhare. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  remarked,  that  a  list  was  reported 
of  the  officers  and  sailors  engaged  in  this  brilliant  action, 
in  oriler  that  they  might  receive. double  pay — and  not  an 
individual  belonging  to  the  Syren  had  been  mentioned 
in  that  list  Now,  can  it- be  tolerated,  that,  at  this  late 
day,  the  officers  and  seamen  of  any  other  vessel  than  the 
Intrepid  shall  be  allowed  to  step  in  and  share  the  glory 
And  the  reward  of  these  brave  men  }  The  proposition 
was,  he  thought,  in  the  highest  degree  ofTensivc. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thanked  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  for  having  given  him  some  knowledge  which  he 
did  not  before  possess.  It  now  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Government  settled  the  whole  affair  at  the  time,  and, 
therefore.  Congress  need  do  no  more  about  it. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  that  the  officers  refused  to  re. 
ceive  the  double  pay.  The  sailors  did  receive  it.  But 
it  was  given  by  the  Department,  and  Congress  had  no 
thing  to  do  with  it. 


Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed  that  the  paper  had  been 
lianded  to  him  this  morning,  and  he  had  not  at  first  per- 
ceived that  the  name  of  the  applicant  was  not  subscribed 
to  it. 

Mr.  NOBLE  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  ; 
which  call  being  sustained,  the  motion  to  recommit  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Ben-ien,  Chambers, 
Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Knight,  Macon,  Noble, 
Ruggles,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Williams— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Boulignj', 
Branch,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLane,  Pairis,  Robbins,Howan, 
Ridgely,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Mar}  land.  Smith  of 
South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Van  Bilrcn,  White,  Willey, 
Woodbury — 30. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HAYNE,  for  filling  the  several  blanks  of  the  bill,  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  the  following 
proviso  to  the  bill — which  was  agreed  to  : 

Provided,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  shall  in  no  in- 
stance pay  over  any  portion  of  the  moneys  herein  appro- 
priated to  any  other  pei-son  or  persons  whomsoever,  the 
distributive  share  due  to  the  proper  persons  herein  pro- 
vided for,  to  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever, 
than  to  him,  her,  or  them,  for  whom  it 'is  appropriated,  or 
to  his,  her,  or  their  legal  representative  or  representa- 
tives, first  fully  ascertained  to  be  such  by  the  said  ac- 
counting  officers.  Nor  shall -any  contract,  bargain,  or 
sale,  of  any  such  distributive  share  to  any  other  person 
or  persons  be  in  any  wise  obligatory  on  the  vender,  but 
shall  be  held  to  be  null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. 

FnillAT,   FSBRUABT   8,  1828. 

CASE  OF  ABRAHAM  OGDEN. 

The  general  orders  of  the  day  then  occurring,  tlie  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others,  was  read. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  on  this  bill, 
was  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked,  that  a  motion  had  for- 
merly been  made  to  fill  the  blank  in  this  bill  with  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars.  At  that  time  he  had  stated  that 
the  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Committee  arose  upon 
the  question  whether  the  whole  time  of  the  demurrage 
ought  to  be  paid,  or  only  that  part  of  the  delay  which 
was  caused  by  the  United  States'  Agent.  The  majority 
were  in  favor  of  paying  only  for  the  delay  caused  by  the 
Agent  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked,  that,  before  the  petitioner  can 
be  entitled  to  the  relief  proposed  by  this  bill,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  them  to  prove  that  the  loss  has  been  occasioned 
by  some  act  or  negligence  of  the  Government,  or  its 
agents  ;  and  that  there  has  been  no  fault  or  negligence 
on  their  own  part ;  and  further  that  the  claim  might  be 
enforced  against  an  individual,  cither  in  a  Court  of  law  or 
equity.  The  report  of  the  committee  did  not  satisfy  my 
mind,  (said  Mr.  F.  ]  that  the  petitioners  were  entitled  to 
such  relief;  and  the  explanation  of  tlie  Chairman  created 
still  gi-eater  doubts.  The  committee  have  veiy  correct- 
ly decided  that  the  petitioners  can  have  no  claim  on  the 
Government  for  the  los^  of  the  vessel ;  and  they  reject 
the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioners  have  not 
u^ed  due  diligence  and  care  to  avoid  the  loss,  because 
they  say  this  loss  might  have  been  prevented  by  insu- 
rance. But,  Sir,  the  ground  on  which  the  committee 
found  the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  the  relief  proposed 
by  the  bill,  is,  to  my  mind,  far  moi*e  objectionable.  It  is 
on  a  -contingency,  against  which  the  petitioners  mi^ht 
have  guarded  with  much  more  care,  and  without  any  ex- 
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pense  or  trouble,  merely  by  inserting  in  the  charter  par 
ty  of  affreightment,  a  provision  for  a  certain  number  of 
lay  days,  and  fixing  a  rate  of  demurrage  for  any  deten- 
tion beyond  the  number  of /ay  dayt  agreed  on.     It  also 
appears,  by  the  explanation  of  the  Chairman,  that  the 
Committee  have  allowed  twelve  years  interest  on  this 
claim — so  extremely  doubtful  in  its  character,  that  the 
petitioners  did  not  present  it,  and,  I  venture  to  8%y,  never 
would  have  presented  it,  but  for  the  fact  of  Congress 
having  made  an  allowance  for  a  claim  supposed  to  be 
somewhat  analogous.  This  allowance  of  interest  on  claims, 
I  believe,  has  never  been  recognised  by  the  Government, 
and  is  wholly  untenable.     A  plain  statement  of  the  facts 
in  this  case,  in  my  opinion,  M-ould  convince  the  Senator 
that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed.     It  appears  that 
the  United  States,  by  their  agent  in  New  Vork,  contract- 
ed with  the  petitionee  for  tfie  freight  of  a  quantity  of 
provisions  to  the  port  of  Laguira,  at  a  rate  of  freight 
agreed  upon,  and  paid  before  the  vessel  sailed.     Here, 
Sir,  is  an  important  distinction,  and  wliicli  the  committee 
appear  not  to  have  noticed.     The  United  Slates  were 
mere  freighters  of  part  of  the  cargo  only  ;  for  it  is  evident 
the  petitioners  had  some  cargo  on  board,  which  sold  for 
fourteen  hundred  dollars,  as  appears  from  the  account  of 
sales  among  the  papers.     Of  course  the  United  States 
were  not  the  charterers,  nor  were  they  insurers,  of  the 
vessel,  and  therefore  not  liable  for  the  loss.     The  peti- 
tioners insured  the  vessel  to  the  port  of  Laguira  only. 
On  her  arrival,  it  appears,  from  the  petitioners'  own 
shewing,  that  there  was  an  embargo  on  all  vessels  in  the 
port,  which  continued  until  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish 
army,  and  the  seizure  of  the  vessel.  This  embargo  caused 
the  detention  and  loss  of  the  vessel  \  it  was  not  the  act  of 
this  Government  or  its  agent,  but  a  municipal  regulation 
of  tliat  country,  of  which  we  had  no  right  to  complain, 
but  which  the  petitioneis  should  have  yarded  against  by 
insurance.     In  the  protest  of  the  captain  we  find  no  com- 
plaint of  detention  by  the  a^cnt.     The  cai)tain  states  ex- 
])licitly,  "  that,  not  considenng  his  vessel  in  any  kind  of 
•*  danger,  he  took  no  steps  to  despatch  her  until  the  ar- 
"  rival  of  the  Spanish  army."     On  this  plain  statement  of 
facts,  I  ask,  on  what  foundation  does  this  claim  rest  ? 
Was  tlie  vessel  detained  b^  the  agent?    There  is  no 
proof  of  this  fact.     The  petitionera  make  no  such  claim. 
Suppose  the  freight  had  been  discharged  in  four  days, 
would  this  have  prevented  the  loss  ?     No  :  Besides,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  captain  wished  the  freight  taken 
out ;  for,  if  It  had  been,  he  must  have  procured  ballast 
for  the  vessel ;  as  no  prudent  man  would  leave  his  vessel 
stark  light  in  that  country  at  that  season.     It  is  very  ap- 
parent the  captain  managed  the  landing  of  this  freight  at 
his  own  discretion  ;  occasionally  loading,  as  he  could  pro- 
cure Ihs  return  cargo,  to  keep  his  vessel  in  ballast  trim. 
But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  ChairmaOi  that  a  prece- 
dent has  been  established  in  the  case  of  Forrest,   &c. 
-which  ought  to  govern  in  this  case.    Although  I  ami  not 
disposed  to  admit  the  omnipotence  of  precedent  in  all 
cases,  yet,  in  the  examination  of  that  case,  it  will  be  found 
that  there  is  no  analogy  between  tlie  two  cases,  in  the 
most  important,  and  indeed  the  only  material  points  in 
the  case.     In  the  first  place,  it  appears  in  the  case  of 
Forrest  eial.  that  the  agent  was  soliciteil,  day  after  day, 
to  receive  the  freight,  because  the  captain  had  engaged 
a  return  cargo,   which  he  was  anxious  to  get  on  board  \ 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the 
agent  to  receive  the  freight,  he  lost  the  chance  of  procur- 
ing a  return  cargo.     In  the  second  place,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  vessel  was  detained  by  an  embargo,  but 
that  the  loss  was  sustained  wholly  through  the  negligence 
of  the  United  States'  agent.     In  the  third  place,  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  w.is  any  other  cargo  on  board,  ex- 
cept the  shipment  by  tlic  United  States.    From  this  com- 
paiison  of  th^  cases,  it  is  evident  tliat  the  case  of  Forfeslj 


forms  no  precedent  for  thia  case.  It  must  stand  on  its 
own  merits  ;  and  if  I  have  succeeded  in  sbowingit  hat 
no  solid  foundation  on  its  own  merits  I  trust  Sua  biD 
will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  the  general  principle  was» 
that,  unless  there  was  a  stipulation  entered  into  by  the 
charter  piirty,  theparty  freighting  the  veasel  was  liable  to 
discharge  her.  Trie  vessel  was  fully  freighted  by  the 
United  States  ;  and  it  had  been  decided  by  Judge  John- 
son that,  if  a  vessel  were  detained  by  the  United  States^ 
they  were  liable.  It  appeared  by  the  papers,  that  the  de« 
lay  was  caused  by  the  United  States,  as  the  vessel  would 
have  been  discharged,  had  it  not  been  detained  by  Mr. 
JLowrie,  tlie  United  States'  Agent :  and  the  reason  why 
he  detained  her,  was,  tliat  the  city  had  been  destroyed 
by  an  earthquake.  As  to  the  embargo^  it  was  laid  after 
the  arrival  of  the  vesael,  which  was.  not  detained  at  La- 
guira for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  her  return  cargo^  but 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  discharging — although,  a^ 
fast  as  the  cargo  was  discharged,  the  return  cargo  was 
taken  in,  so  as  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  becoming  light, 
which  would  have  been  injurious  to  her.  As  to  the  em- 
bargo, it  appeared  that  it  was  laid  after  the  vessel  arrived. 
There  was  no  diflference  in  this  head.  The  only  question 
was,  whether,  if  this  vessel  was  detained  by  the  United 
Slates*  Agent  for  20  or  30  days,  and  lost  her  voyage  in 
consequence,  tlie  Government  ought  not  to  pay  the  de- 
murrage, and  at  least  compensate  for  the  delay.  It  was 
not  asked  tliat  the  Government  should  pay  for  the  vessel, 
which  was  lost  on  account  of  this  delay.  The  voyage,  it 
would  be  recollected,  was  a  voyage  of  charity,  and  it 
would  certainly  be  hard  to  make  our  own  citizens  suffer 
from  a  fault  not  their  own.  The  case  of  Forrest  was  a 
similar  one  to  this.  His  loss  was  caused  by  being  de- 
tained by  tlie  Agent  of  the  Government ;  and  such  was 
the  case  in  this  instance.  The  loss  suffered  by  Forrest 
had  been  paid  by  Congress,  after  much  discussion  ;  and 
this  was  a  case  equally  entitled  to  be  remunerated. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  that,  in  answer  lo  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  in  relation  to  the  em- 
bargo, he  would  refer  to  the  memorial  of  the  applicant, 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  embargo  was  luid  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  vessel.  As  to  the  freight,  he  was 
still  confident  that  the  vessel  was  hot  freighted  entirely  by 
the  United  SUtes.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  would 
observe,  that,  among  the  papers,  was  a  bill  of  sale  of  vari- 
ous  articles,  which  surely  made  no  part  of  the  freight  of 
the  United  States  on  board.  Whether  the  delay  was  oc- 
ca«oned  by  the  United  States',  a^nt.  was  doub  ful,  as  it 
was  not  certain  that  the  captain  importuned  the  agent  to 
discharge  his  vessel.  No  evidence  of  the  fact  appeared 
among  the  papers.  In  the  case  of  Forrest  it  was  different. 
He  applied  continually  to  the  agent,  urging  him  to  dis- 
charge the  vessel.  He  alluded  to  the  protest  of  the  cap- 
tain, to  show  that  the  erfibargo  was  laid  previous  to  his 
arrival  \  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  competent  to  him  to 
deny  in  his  affidavit  a  statement  made  in  his  protest. 

Mr.  VyOODBUKY  observed,  that  the  vessel  arrived  at 
Laguira  in  June,  and  in  July  a  change  took  place  in  the 
Govenunent,  and  the  embargo  wss  laid.  Besides*  the  pe- 
titioners state  tliat  Mr  Lowrie,  the  ag^nt,  was  frequently 
called  on  by  the  captain,  and  urged  to  expetUte  the  dis- 
charge of  the  vessel.  Whether  the  schooner  was  fully 
freighted  by  the  United  States,  he  did  not  know  i  but  he 
presumed  it  was. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  blank  in  the 
bill  With  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol£rs,  it  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  then  occuiTing, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Mr.  WOODBURY, 
and  the  call  having  been  sti«tained  : 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  inquired  whether  there 
was  evidence,  that  any  pui-t  of  the  cargo  .belonged  to  the 
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owner.  It  wm  clear,  that,  if  a  part  of  the  cargo  was  the 
property  of  the  owner,  he  ought  to  bear  part  of  the  de- 
murrage. 

Mr.  FOOT  obacrved,  that  he  had  adverted  to  the  aales 
of  articles  not  belonging  to  the  United  States.  He  had 
since  referred  to  the  documents,  and  found  that  the 
amount  of  the  sales  was  $  1,300. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  those  sales  were  chiefly 
of  articles  taken  in  as  a  return  cargo,  with  the  exception 
of  the  stores  of  the  vessel,  and  not  part  of  the  cargo  car- 
ried out. 

[At  the  request  of  Mr.  FOOT,  the  account  of  sales 
was  then  read,  and  comprised  a  variety  of  articles,  such 
as  beef,  pork,  cheese,  hog's  lard,  etc.] 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  unquestionably  all  the  ar- 
ticles, excepting  the  provisions,  were  taktn  m  at  Lapii- 
ra.  It  would  be  recollected  that  the  vessel  was  broKen 
up  there  ;  and  consequently  all  her  provisions  and  stores 
were  sold.  They  comprised  all  but  a  few  of  the  articles 
named  in  the  account  of  sales,  and  those  few  were  part 
of  the  return  carg^. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that  this  bill  had  been  twice 
before  the  Senate,  and  had  each  time  been  favorably  re- 
ported upon  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  The 
amount  only  of  the  compefisation  has  formerly  been  disa 
greed  upon.  The  amount  now  proposed,  was  the  lowest 
estimate  that  had  been  mentioned.  Whether  the  princi- 
ples by  which  the  other  House  decided  claims  like  this, 
were  applicable  to  the  Senate,  he  did  not  know.  But 
the  House  of  Representatives  had,  he  was  informed,  gpven 
a  decision  in  favor  of  two  claims,  exactly  similar  to  this. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana  said,  that  this  claim 
had  been  examined  last  year  in  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  the  facts  appeared  to  be  these.  The  vessel 
in  question  was  engaged  by  the  United  States  to  carry 
out  provisions  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  Laguira, 
where  an  earthquake  had  caus^-d  g^eat  suffering.  The 
harbor  of  Laguira  is  such,  that  vessels  are  not  able  to  ap- 
proach the  port  ;  but  are  discharged  at  a  distance  by  the 
means  of  lighters.  On  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  there,  the 
captain  was  obliged  to  keep  his  cargo  on  board,  and  dis- 
chsrge  it  as  he  could — and  as  he  dischargeti,  to  keep  his 
vessel  in  proper  trim  ;  he  also  took  in  his  return  cargo. 
While  thus  waiting  to  discharge  his  freight,  a  change  in 
the  Government  took  place,  and  the  Royalists  took  pos- 
session of  the  vessel,  supposing  that  the  provisions  on 
board  were  intended  to  supply  the  patriots.  After  hold- 
ing her  a  considerable  time,  she  was  given  up.  The 
chief  cause  of  her  seizure,  was  the  fact  of  her  having  no 
papers,  as  the  Spanish  authorities  could  not  give  papers 
to  a  Patriot  port.  Tlie  vessel  was  seized,  because  the 
United  States'  agent  could  not  discharge  the  cargo  ^  and 
in  consequence  of  the  seizure  and  detention,  she  was  en. 
tircly  lost,  being  condemned  as  unseaworthy.    The  ap- 

{>licants  came  to  the  Senate,  to  be  remunerated  for  their 
OSS.  In  the  Committee,  the  question  had  been  discussed, 
as  to  whose  duty  it  was  to  discharge  the  cargo — and  it 
was  stated  by  a  gentleman  of  great  commercial  expe- 
rience, that  it  was  an  universal  lule  that,  in  ports  where 
it  was  necessary  to  discharge  the  cargo  by  the  means  of 
lighters,  the  discharge  was  the  duty  of  the  consignee. 
The  captain  was  not,  in  such  cases,  required  to  land  his 
cargo  on  the  wharf,  because  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  do 
so.  The  agent  of  tlie  United  States  at  Laguira,  in  this 
case,  could  not,  and  did  not,  provide  lighters  for  the  pur- 
pose, and,  in  consequence  of  tlie  delay,  the  vessel  was 
heized,  condemned,  and  finally  lost.  The  question  now 
was,  whether  the  United  States  M'oidd  give  one  thousand 
dollars,  to  remunerate  the  owner  for  the  detention.  It 
was  thought  that  the  principle  which  applied  to  a  case 
between  two  individuals,  was  equally  applicable  to  one 
between  the  Govfcrnmcnt  and  an  individual.  Suppose, 
said  Mr.  J.  two  persons  enter  into  a  contract,  by  which 


one  of  then)  is  to  carry  a  cargo  to  a  certain  port,  there  to 
be  at  the  disposal  of  the  other  party.  If  the  consignee  in 
this  case  refuses  to  receive  the  freight,  or  neglects  it  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  owner  of  the  vessel  suffers  injury 
from  detention,  the  conng^nee  is  liable  for  the  demurrage. 
If  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Foot]  sa>-8 
be  true,  that  part  of  the  cargo  belonged  to  the  owner  of 
the  vessel,  it  formed  another  case.  But  he,  [Mr.  J.]  nev- 
er heard  that  any  part  of  the  cargo  belonged  to  any  other 
individual ;  if  it  did,  that  individual  ought  to  pay  his  pro- 
per share  of  the  demurrage.  If  he  owned  one  third  or  the 
cargo,  one  third  of  the  demurrage  ought  to  be  paid  by 
him,  and  in  that  ratio.  The  principle  on  which  this  bill 
was  framed,  was  the  same  as  that  in  the  claim  of  Forrest, 
and  he  could  see  no  difference  between  the  two  cases. 

Mr.  CH  ANDLER  said  that  the  Government  had  often 
done  what  ought  not  to  have  been  done,  and  this  ap- 
peared to  present  one  of  the  instances.  He  did  not  know 
by  what  authority  the  Government  had,  in  the  first  place, 
taken  the  money  of  the  People  to  carry  it  abroad  for  the 
benefit  of  foreigners.  It  appeared,  however,  that  they 
did  do  so.  The  intervention  of  hostilities  had  caused  the 
loss  of  the  vessel.  It  appeared  that  there  was  other  car- 
go on  board  than  that  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  fie  could  see  no  reason  under  Heaven,  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  pay  more  than  a  share  of  the  loss. 

Mr.  FOOT  asked  an  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Jobvstok]  of  one  remark  made  by 
him.  He  had,  in  speaking  of  the  sale,  said,  "  if  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  be  true."  I, 
said  Mr.  Foot,  in  making  that  statement,  referred  to  the 
documents  themselves,  and  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
gentleman  questions  the  fact  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana  said,  by  no  means.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  expressed  a  doubt 
whether  the  goods  sold  were  part  of  the  cargo  carried  to 
Laguira  ;  and  upon  that  doubt  he,  [Mr.  J.]  had  grotmded 
the  hypothefticai  remark,  as  to  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  The  Senator  from  Maine  had 
taken  a  wrong  view  of  the  case.  The  damage  done  to 
the  vessel  was  caused  by  her  detention  by  the  United 
States'  agent.  The  detention  after  the  seizure,  was  of  a 
different  nature  from  that  previous  to  that  event,  although 
all  the  detention,  even  after  that,  was  consequential  upon 
that  caused  primarily  by  the  Agent. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
explain  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  afler  what  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire.  He  would, 
however,  remark,  that  a  claim  put  in  in  the  case  of  For- 
test,of  exactly  similar  character,had  been  formerly  allowed. 
If  the  Senate  rejected  this  bill,  it  would  be  a  declaration 
that  they  had  one  rule  for  Forrest  and  another  for  Ogden. 

Mr.  FOOT  called  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York  to  the  difference  in  the  testimony  in  the  t»'o 
cases.  In  that  of  Forrest  it  was  proved  that  the  captain 
called  ^  the  Agent  every  day,  requesting  him  to  dis- 
charge his  vessel,  and  by  his  own  neglect  was  prevented 
from  obtaining  a  return  cargo.  While  the  proof  in  this 
does  not  shew  any  such  application,  or  that  the  delay  was 
caused  by  the  Agent :  for  the  captain  allows  that  there 
was  an  embargo.  In  the  case  of  Forrest  there  was  none. 
The  captain  also  states  in  his  protest,  that,  considering  his 
vessel  safe,  he  did  not  take  steps  to  secure  her,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  army.  Shewing  that,  until  his  vessel  was 
seized,  he  did  not  consider  the  delay  at  all  important. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  the  protest  of  tlie  cap- 
Uin  was  made  in  regard  to  the  loss  of  the  whole  vessel. 
But  in  the  affidavit  of  the  captain,  be  declares  tliat  Mr. 
Lowrie  was  repeatedly  called  on  and  would  not  discharge 
the  vessel.  All  the  articles  named  in  the  list  of  articles 
sold  would  be  found  to  be,  with  one  or  two  trifling  ex- 
ceptions, the  stores  taken  on  board  for  the  use  of  the 
crew.     It  appeared,  therefore,  that  the  vessel  was  entire- 
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ly  freighted  by  the  United  States,  and  her  lost  occasion- 
ed by  the  act  of  the  Agent  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SMCni,  of  South  Carolina,  would  say  but  a  few 
woris.  Thia  case  «ti9  exactly  similar  to  that  of  Forrest, 
in  which  he  had  formerly  some  agency.  It  was  twice  re- 
jected, and  at  length  the  demand  was'  granted.  In  that 
instance  reference  had  been  had  to  the  charter-party  ^  and 
he  would  refer  to  that  instrument  in  this.  If  tlie  charter- 
party  had  stipulated  that  the  United  States  should  dis- 
charge the  vessel  at  lAguira,  then  they  would  be  bound, 
in  default  of  their  Agent  to  do  so,  to  indemnify  the  owner 
for  his  loss.  But  the  charter-party  states  no  such  thing. 
On  the  contrary,  it  goes  on  tp  state  that  the  captam 
'*  shall  proceed  to  the  port  of  Laguira,  andthere  discbaiige 
"his  cargo."  He  was  to  di8chai|fe  it.  He  M-as  not  to 
call  on  the  Agent,  but  to  do  it  himself  And  he  would 
liave  been  justified,  after  having  called  on  the  Agent,  in 
putting  the  goods  on  the  wharf,  and  leaving  them.  Mr. 
S.  said  he  recollected  that  Forrest's- clajfh  was  rejected  at 
first,  on  that  veiy  ground.     But  in  this  case  also,  the  loos 

for  detention  (the  very  loss  complained  of)  was  provided  !  the  vessel  after  the  embargo  ?  Wliether  it  was  the  Go- 
for  in  the  policy  of  insurance.  It  belonged  to  the  cap.  j  vernnMnt  Agent,  or  the  embargo  >  If  it  was  the  latter, 
tain  to  discharge  the  vessel ;  and  after  the  refusal  of  the  I  the  Government  are  not  accountable  \  if  the  formtr,  they 
Agent,  he  should  have  landed  his  cargo  on  the  wharf  and  j  are.  If  it  could  have  been  proved  that  it  was  not  the  em- 
left  h.  j  bargo  that  delayed  her,  he  should  suppose  that  it  would 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  custom,  in  re-  have  been  done.  As  it  was  exti*emely^  doubtful,  Mr.  B. 
lation  to  discharging,  was  different  in  various  ports.  In  |  wished  that  the  bill  might  be  allowed  to  rest  where  it  was, 
some  it  was  done  at  the  wharves  ;in  others,  in  the  stream. :  until  these  questions  should  have  been  answered. 
In  the  latter  case,  discharging  consisted  in  d^hvering  the  ,      Mr.  BRASxH  said  a  few  words.     He  wished  to  know 


therefore,  that  the  responsibility  fell  upon  the  United 
States.  He  thought  it  clear  from  the  law  observed  in  re- 
gard to  ports  where  vessels  were  dischnr^d  by  lighters^ 
that  the  United  States  ought  to  pay  for  this  loss. 

Mr.  8ILSBEE  remarked,  that  it  was  the  practice  in 
Laguira  to  discliarge  with  lighters.  It  was  also  the  case 
in  Amsterdam  ;  yet  no  different  statement  was  made  in 
the  charter-party  or  the  h'rll  of  la<ring,  between  tbos« 
ports  and  others. 

Mr.  BPXL  said,  that  the  equity  of  the  claim  retted  on 
the  allegation  that  the  delay  which  caused  the  loss  of  tht 
vessel,  was  occasioned  by  the  Agent  of  the  United  States, 
But,  said  Mr.  B.  has  he  established  that  fact  f  I  think  not. 
There  is  also  another  fact,  of  importance.  It  was*  that  an 
embHrgo  was  Tdiid  upon  trade  at  thni  time^  by  which  it  la 
to  be  presumed  the  vessel  would  have  been  detained, 
even  had  the  United  States'  Agent  caused  no  delny.  1| 
did  not  appear  when  this  embarro  took  place.  Mr.  B. 
believed  it  was  in  the  month  of  July.  He  would  ask 
whether  it  had  been  proved  conclusively  what  detained 


goods  from  the  deck.  AndVhen  tlie  consignee  had  re- 
ceived them  in  his  lighters  or  boats,  the  captain  had  no 
more  liability  fot  their  safety.  It  was  so  in  Laguira, — it 
was  also  so  in  Holland— the  Captain  is  discharged  from 
his  obligation  when  he  drops  the  articles  from  his  crane. 
Such  was  also  the  custom  in  the  Havana.     So  that,  in 


whether  interest  had  been  added  to  the  chum,  to  make 
the  sum  one  thousand  dollars  ?  If  it  had  been,  it  ought 
to  be  stricken  out.  lie  was  opposed  to  the  gift  first 
made,  as  he  saw  no  right  that  Go\ernmcnt  had  to  make 
it.        . 


Mr.  8MITH,  uf  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the  gentle- 
those  ports,  the  master  of  a  vessel  could  not  undertake  1  man  from  New  Tork  seemed  to  argue  that  this  bilfought 
to  discharge  into  lighters  on'  his  own  responsibilitv,  with-  to  pass  because  that,  in  Forrest's  case  the  money  was 
out  assuming  the  risk  of  the'car^o  from  the  vessel  to  the    granted.     But  thjit  was  not  at  alt  wonderftd.     Congress 

'  rejected  such  applications  from  year's  cihI  to  year*!  end  : 
yet  they  came  back  again.  I'he  applicants  were  not  ea- 
sily discouraged  :  they  wattfhed  s  fiivorable  opportunity, 
and  although  often  refused,  at  last  succeeded.  He  knew 
that  this  was  not  the  first  case  of  the  kind  ;  and  he  would 
be  bound  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  the  last.  People 
were  not  disposed  to  take  one  or  two  or  three  denials,  fof 
a  decision.  It  is  said,  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland, 
and  I  .ouisiana,  that  it  was  the  custom  to  discharge  with 
lightero  at  Laguira.  But  was  it  the  part  of  tlie  United 
States  to  inquire  whether  they  landed  cargoes  with  light- 
ers or  not }  Ko,  Sir.  The  Captain  was  bound  to  dis* 
charge  his  freight  even  where  there  warf  no  stipulation  to 
that  effect ;  but  here  was  an  absolute  agreement  on  his 
part  to  do  it.  It  mig^it  be  a  custom  to  dischat|^  in  the 
stream  at  Laguira  ;  bttt  it  was  not  a  custom  sanctioned  by 
Ti\r.  ^Individuals  might  make  what  agreements  they 
please ;  but  the  United  States  were  Bot  bound  by  the 
custom  of  the  port,  unless  they  agreed  logo  by  it.  The 
other  parties  agreed  to  discharge  the  CTjgo.  Mad  the 
United*  States  agreed  to  do  it,  then  the  claim  now  made 
wonld  be  a  just  one.  I  do  maintain,  puud  Mr.  S.]  that 
the  Captain  would  have  beenju^ified  in  landing  the  car- 
go at  the  risk  of  the  Government'.  He  did  not  do  so  f 
yet  he  now  comes  In  with  a  demand  for  demurrage,  as 
thougph  the  remedy  against  bis  delay  had  not  been  in  his 
own  hands.  The  presumption  would  have  been  against 
the  Government  had  not  the  stipulation  been  made  in  the 
charter  party  that  the  Captain  was  to  discharge  his  ves- 
sel. Are  we  then  to  sit  here,  at  the  distance  of  fourteen 
years>  to  argue  upon  claims  from  year's-end  to  year's-end, 
to  reject  from  session  to  session,  until,  having  been  tired 
out.  Congress  at  la»t  yields  to  the  applicants  7  He  knew 
but  one  way  to  prevent  it.     He  could  think  of  no  rule  by 


shore.  He  could  not  discharge,  in  such  cases,  if  the  con- 
signee refused  to  do  it :  because  he  would  not  run  the 
risk.  As  to  t!;e  underwriters,  he  did  not  think  they  were 
bqund  for  this  delay,  or  to  make  good  any  loss  occasioned 
by  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  considered  that  the 
gentleman  fi-om  South  Carolina  had  narrowed  the  subject 
to  a  point,  on  wliich  the  only  question  before  the  Senate 
rested.  Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  no  doubt  whatever,  that,  if 
the  captdin  had  laid  th^  cargo  on  the  wharf,  he  would 
have  been  perfectly  justified.  But  Laguira  is  peculiar- 
ly  situated.  A  vessel  cannot  approach  the  wharves ;  and, 
therefore,  the  captain  could  not  be  bound  to  discharge 
the  cargo  on  the  wharf.  The  law  is  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  ports  where  vessels 
can  approach  the  wharves ;  but  it  is  different  in  ports 
where  they  cannot,  and  on  this  subject  the  Comnuttee 
last  year  made  inquiry.  In  such  ports  the  master  delivers 
the  cargo  to  the  consignee  in  lighters ;  and  the  consignee 
is  accountable  if  he  does  not  receive  it.  At  the  time  of 
(he  arrival  of  the  vcsstl  in  question,  the  place  was  in 
great  confusion.  An  earthquake  had  visited  that  town, 
and  the  inhabitants  for  whose  relief  this  vessel  was  cai  ly- 
ing provisions,  wero  In  great  distress.  *  At  this  juncture 
the  Government  Agent  could  not  get  a  sufficient  number 
of  lighters  to  despatch  the  vessel  promptly.  The  cap- 
tain was  compelled  to  allow  a  gradual  aiscnarge  of  the 
cargo  5  and  while  this  was  going  on,  the  forces  of  the 
Spanish  army  arrived  and  Uie  vessel  was  seized.  Now 
the  only  question,  said  Mr.  J.  is,  on  whom  must  the  con- 
sequences fkll  ?  Must  it  be  on  the  Government  or  the 
owner  /  The  Captain  was  not  in  fault  He  did  not  stay 
(here  willingly— but  by  force,  lie  had  every  object  in 
hMtenlng  his  departure.     His  manifest  interest  was  to 


take  in  his  rtturn  cargo,  an4  raturu  home. 
Toi.  IT.— 18 


It  seamed, '  whieh  this  waste  ef  tissa  could  be  prcventedf  but  by  et^ 
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Ublishinga  rule  that  the  Senate,  after  having  once  fully 
decided  upon  a  claim,  would  not  hear  it  a  second  time. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  if  he  understood 
the  gentlemaa  from  South  Carolina,  he  said  that  if  the 
United  States,  in  the  charter  party,  had  stipulated  to  dis- 
charge the  cargo,  then,  and  then  only,  would  they  have 
been  liable  for  the  delay  which  is  said  to  have  been  caus- 
ed  by  the  Government  Agent.  But,  isald  Mr.  S.]  I  main- 
tain that  the  Captain  was  npt  obliged  to  put  the  gooda  on 
shore.  What  is  a  discharge  ?  It  does  not  mean  always 
the  putting  of  eoods  on  the  sliore.  Whatever  method  is 
followed,  whether  the  goods  are  put  on  a  wharf  or  into  a 
lighter,  the  moment  they  leave  the  deck  of  the  vessel 
they  are  discharged.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Soiith  Carolina,  I  say,  [said  Mr.  S.]that  the  United  States 
is  bound  to  know  that,  at  Laguira,  cargoes  are  landed  by 
lighters.  It  is  the  custom  of  tlie  port,  foundfed  upon  lo- 
cal necessity,  and  the  laws  arc  regulated  accordingly. 
For  instance,  [said  Mr.  S.]  the  Captain  of  a  vessel  is  en- 
gaged to  go  to  Rotterdam,  and  there  to  discharge  his  car- 
go. Well,^sir,  be  goes  there,  and  he  discbarges  his  ctu'go 
thirty  tniles  from  the  port.  It  is  the  custom  to  do  so,^ 
and  wheq  he  puts  the  goods  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
signee, along-side,  he  does  effectually  discharge  the  car^ 
go  as  much  as  though  he  had  seen  them  landed  on  the 
wharf.  In  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  Boston  it  was  the 
custom  to  discharge  upon  the  wharves  <  it  was  not  so  in 
Rotterdam  or  London  ;  and  in  each  place  Captains  were 
obliged  to  follow  the  custom  of  the  port.  Then  it  was 
clear  that  the  obligation  to  discharge  was  limited  to  put- 
ting the  goods  on  shore,  and  each  party  to  a  contract 
was  bound  to  know  the  law  in  relation  to  discharging  in 
the  port  for  which  the  vessel  is  cleared. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions. He  had  been  told  tliat  this  was  not  the  first  time 
this  application  had  been  before  the  Senate,  and  to  him 
it  seemed  useless  and  improper  that  the  Senate  should 
be  employed  from  year's  end  to  years'  end,  on  a  transac- 
tion of  fourteen  years'  standing. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that,  in  reply  to  a  remark  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  he  would  merely  state, 
that  this  application  had  never  been  refused.  Two  com- 
mittees had  reported  favorably  upon  it,  and  the  only 
point  of  difference  was,  the  sum  to  be  awarded. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina?  remarked,  th«  if  it 
had  not  been  refused,  he  should  suppose  the  petitioners 
would,  by  tliis  time,  have  received  their  money. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  made  some  explanatigns  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  charter-party,  which  our  reporter  did  not 
hear.  In  relation  to-the  embargo,  in  answer  to  the  in- 
quiries of  his  colleague,  he  would  state,  that  the  testimo- 
ny on  the  subject  went  to  show,  that,  had  not  the  vessel 
been  delayed  by  the  Government  agent,  the  embargo 
would  not  have  operated  upon  her.  The  affidavit  of  the 
Captain  states  this  most  positively,  snd,  if  it  was  not  so, 
he  was  perjured.  No  better  testimony  could  be  had. 
He  states  positively,  that  he  was  delayed  by  the  United 
States'  Agent,  until  the  change  took  place  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  embargo  was  laid,  and  he  closes  his  affida- 
vit with  a  statement,  that  he  should  have  been  able  to 
leave  before  the  change  in  the  Government,  but  from  the 
refusal  of  the  agent  to  provide  means  for  discharging  the 
vessel.  As  to  the  charter  party,  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  obliged 
to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  for  calling  at- 
tention to  it,  because  it  established  a  fact,  concerning 
which  there  had  been  some  debate.  That  instrument 
shewed  clearlj^,  that  the  vessel  was  wholly  freighted  by 
the  government  IMr.  W.  here  read  an  extract  from  the 
nstrument,  to  show,  that  the  whole  vessel,  with  the  ex- 
teptioQof  room  for  sea  stores,  &c.  waa  engaged  by  the 
United  States.]  It  had  been  establiibed  by  *  decision 
•f  the  Supreme  Court,  that  the.demurmge  should  be 
aiadefoodby  the  pMTty  by  wbomtbt  delay  WMOftueed* 


The  same  principh;  had  been  established  by  the  Senate 
in  the  case  of  Forrest.  As  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Brascii'  he  would  re- 
mark, that  interest  was  not  calculated  on  the  amount  of 
demiUTage.  But,  the  question  in  the  committee  had 
been  whether  it  ought  to  be  extended,  not  only  to  the 
delay  occasioned  by  the  Agents  which  amounted  to 
about  600  dollurs,  but  to  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  em- 
bargo. It  was  thought  equitable  to  give  demutrftge  on 
the  whole  period  of  delay,  making  it  amount  to  a  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  engtosiSng  the  bill, 
it  was  negatived,  by  tlie  following  vote : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Harrison,  Haynej,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King,  Knight,  Mc- 
LAne,  Robbins,  Rowan,  Seyn'iour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Van  Buren,  Woodbury — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bateman^  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  EUis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  Kane, 
M*Kinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Panis,  Ridgely,  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  White,  Willey— 22.. 

CAPTORS  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  un6nished  business  of  yesterday — the  bill  to  com- 
pensate Susan  Decatur,  (widow  of  the  late  Stephen  De- 
catur) and  others^was  then  taken  up  ;  and  the  amend- 
ments offered  yesterday  having  been  agreed  to— 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  renew  the 
motion  which  the  Senate  had  yesterday  refused  to  adopt, 
nor  to  offer  any  amendment  to  the  bill.  His  sole  object 
was,  to  perform  an  act  of  justice  to  the  individuals,  at 
whose  instance,  and  on  whose  claims  he  had  asked  an 
inquiry,  and  particularl;|r  to  the  individual  by  whom  the 
paper  \^as  furnished  which  he  had  presented  when  the 
bill  was  last  before  the  Senate.  Since  then  he  had  at- 
tentively compared  that  paper  with  the  log-book  of  the 
brig  Syren,  and  though  it  purported  to  be  copied  from 
the  journal  of  Mr.  De  Krafrl,  then  a  junior  officer  of  the 
brig 'Syren,  and  no  doubt  was  so  copied,  yet,  in -fact,  it 
was,  verbatim  et  literatim,  a  copy  of  the  log-book  of  the 
brig.  However,  therefore,  gentlemen  might  treat  it  is 
the  work  of  a  young  gentleman  writing  for  his  own 
amusement,  and  with  less  knowledge  of  the  facts  than 
his  superior,  it  certainly  did  contain  a  faithful  narrative  of 
the  events  of  that  day,  and  of  the  movements  and  coun- 
ter movements  of  the  brig,  notwithstanding  the  opinion 
that  these  statements  were  in  conflict  with  all  nautical 
rule  and  propriety. 

He  had  also  learned,  that,  at  the  same  session  of  Con- 
gress to  which  Mes.  Decatur  had  first  presented  her 
claim,  or  at  the  session  next  succeeding  it,  so  soon  as  in- 
formation of  the  fact  was  carried  into  the  country,  some  of 
the  oflicei's  of  the  Syren  had  furnished  facts,  and  state- 
ments, to  enable,  an  honorable  member  of  the  other 
House  (where  the  cUim  was  pending)  to  uij^  and  enforce 
their  demands.  At  the  first  practicableperiocH  they  had  pre- 
sented themselves  as  of  the  number  of  those  entitled  to 
share  in  the  munificence  of  the  country.  Without  the 
least  design  to  lessen  the  merit  of  their  brave  companions, 
who  acquired  imperishable  gloiy,  they  allege,  and  then 
alleged,  that  they  participated  in  the  common  peril  of 
the  orilliant  enterprise.  When  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  was  yesterday  under  discussion,  the  supposed 
failure  to  present  these  claims  at  an  earlier  period,  seem- 
ed to  be  tne  most  prominent  objection  to  the  proposition, 
and  it  hus  due  to  the  parties  concerned,  now  to  correct 
the  error,  into  which  the  Senate  was  led,  from  the  WMt 
ofinformation* 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  it  was  due  to  tht  individual 
who  yesterday  laid  a  paper  before  the  Senate,  to  sav  that 
he,  Mr.  H.,  did  uot  intend  to  attribute  to  him  a  wUml  in- 
corr««tneM  la  bb  ftfVe  meat    Rt  merely  InttikM  t9  op- 
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pose  receivings  a  statement  difTerinj^  from  the  official  one, 
which  was  so  fully  supported  by  testimony. 

Mr.  U  AYNE  said*  that  he  did  not  wish  to  say  any  thing 
further  on  the  subjeot.  But  he  would  observe,  that,  since 
yesterday,  he  bad  examined  the  ilocuments  in  the  Navy 
Department,  and  was  irady  to  show,  from  Commodore 
Stewart's  official  statement,  tliat  the  boaU  of  the  Syren 
never  formed  a  junction  with  the  Intrepid. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird 
reading,  by  the  following  vote  : 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Boaligny,  Chamber^  Chase,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Ha^ne,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLane,  Parris, 
Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Uowan,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewe]!,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
White,  Willey,  Woodbury 32. 

NAYS.->Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Brancli,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  £aton»  Knigfaf,  Miic^n,  Noble,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
Thomas,  Williams.— 13. 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  prices  of  the  Public  Lands  was 
then  taken  up,  and  the  motion  to  amend,  made  by  Mr. 
UB^NDRICRS,  oh  the  28th  ult.  being  under  consideration  : 

Mr.  KANE,  addressed  the  Senate  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  VAN  By  REN  then  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  on  the 
table,  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  called  up 
on  Monday; 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

MoiroAT,  Fsnav^BT  11,  1828. 
CAPTORS  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  engprossed  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur,  and 
othersj  came  up  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HAYNE  8aid»  that,  since  this  bill  was  last  before 
the  Senate,  he  had  been  shewn  a  statement,  said  to  have 
been  made  by  a  respectable  naval  officer,  in  viiich  it  is 
alleged,  tliat  the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  is  incor- 
rect in  one  or  two  particulars.  Mr,  H;  said,  as  he  was 
extremely  unwilling  to  have  it  supposed,  for  a  moment, 
that  a  measure  like  this  was  indebted  for  its  success  to  er- 
roneous statements,  however  unimportant  in  themselves, 
or  however  unconsciously  committed,  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  notice  these  alleged  errors.  It  was  stat- 
ed, in  the  first  place,  that  the  condition  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the  Turks,  and  her 
destruction  by  Decatur,  was  much  worse  than  the  report 
exhibits.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  that  she  was  got  off 
the  rocks  without  material  damage,  and  that,  at  the  time 
of  her  destruction,  she  was  moored  in  the  harbor,  *' ready 
for  sea.*'  These  fiicts  were  asserted  on  the  authority  of 
the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, made  by  the  late  Doctor  Holcombe,  in 
1826,  and  that  statement  never  having  been  questioned,  it 
was  taken  for  ^nted  that  they  were  correct.  The  fact 
was  so  immatetial,  that  it  was  hardly  deemed  necessary  to 
make  any  very  minute  inquiries  ui  relation  to  it.  I-  uni 
now  satisfied,  however,  that  the  condition  of  the  frigate 
was  not  such  as  is  stated  in  these  reports.  It  is  further 
alleged  that  the  condition  of  the  Philadelphia  was  such 
as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  her  being  brought  out  of 
the  harbor  in  Safety.  This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  opi- 
nion merely,  and  it  will  be  seeji,  on  referring  to  the  re- 
port, that  no  opinion  is  expressed. on  the. point  by  the 
committee,  and  the  evidence  only  is  8ubiq|f|Bd  to  the  Se- 
nate on  which  the  petitioner  relies  in  8up;Wt  of  her  posi- 
tion. The  committee  did  not  consider  the  claim  as  re 
ing,  in  any  material  degree,  on  that  fact. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  will  only  remark,  that  nothing  was 
further  from  the  intention  of  the  committee  than  to  impute 
to  the  gallant  officer,  who  commanded  the  Philadelphia, 
at  tha  time  she  was  unfortunately  lost,  any  blame  what- 


ever, nor  to  imply  that  she  was  prematurely  abandoned  ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  committee  concur 
in  the  universal  opinion,  that,  on  that  oacasion,  as  on  all 
others,  the  conduct  cf  Commodore  Bainbridge  was  sucti 
as  conferred  honor  on  himself,  as  well  as  on  his  countnr. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that,  if  the  sum  of  $  100,000 
was  inserted,  on  the  ground  that  the  Philadelphia  could 
have  been  brought  out  of  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  and  it  now 
appeared  that  this  was  a  mistake,  he  thought  a  less  sum 
ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  HAYNE*  m  reply,  said,  he  had  before  risen  ex* 
preasly  to  contradict  the  idea,  that  the  grant  was,  in  any 
respect,  influenced  by  the  fact,  whether  the  Philadelphia 
could  or  could  not  have  been  brought  out  of  the  bvbor 
of  Tripoli.  The  committee,  if  they  had  considered  it  ma. 
terial,  would  have  distinctly  reported  tlieir  opinion  upon 
it ;  which  they  had  not  done.  Nor  did  Mr.  H.  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  he  now  volunteered  any  opinion  on 
that  point.  The  fact  was  asserted  by  the  petitioner  ;  it 
had  been  insisted  on  elsewhere  ;  but  the  committee  not 
deeming  it  material  to  tlie  support  of  the  claim,  had  left 
it  to  the  Senate,  on  the  evidence  adduced.  Mr.  U.  said, 
he  did  not  intend  to  say  now  thatbhc  could  not  have  been 
brought  out,  and  he  had  never  asserted  that  she  could. 
He  meant  to  express  no  opinion  on  the  subject  His  ob- 
ject,-in  making  this  explanation,  was  to  preclude  the  idea, 
that  this  bill  was  founded  on  the  opinion  that  the  frigate 
could  have  been  brought  out  of  the  harbor.  lie  wished 
It  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  as  well  as  of  this  House,  that  the  captora 
of  the  Philadelphia  were  justly  entitled  to  the  compensa* 
tion  granted  by  this  bill,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
condition  of  the  frigate  at  the  time  she  fell  into  the  hands 
of  tlie  Turks,  and  whether  she  could  have  been  brought 
out  of  the  harbor,  or  not. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 

POWERS  OF  THP  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIDGELY,  the  Senate  proce^ed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  revise  the  rules  of  the  Senate  ;  when  the  amend- 
ments reported  bythe  committee  were  severally  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  rose  to  inquire  of  the  ofaairman 
of  the  committee,  whether  the  6th  and  7th  rul^  had 
been  considered,  and  whether  the  committee  proposed 
any  alteration  in  them.  Mr.  T.  referred  to  a  decision 
made  in  relation  to  those  iniles  by  tli^  Vice  President  two 
years  a^.  Mr.  T.  thought  then,  and  still  thought,  that 
the  decision  of  tlie  Vice  President  was  correct.  The  Vice 
President,  in  his  opinion,  had  not  the  power  to  call  a  Se- 
nator to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate — ^it  was  a  pow- 
er that  ought  not  to  be  given  him. 

Mr.  RIDGELT,  in  repl)^,  sUted  that  these  rules  (the 
6th  and  7th)  had  been  considered  by  the  committee^  who 
were  of  opinion  that  no  alteration  in  them  was  necessary 
01*  expedient,  and  that  the  decision  under  them  ef  the 
Vice  President,  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
was  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  KING,  a  member  of  the  committee,  made  an  ex- 
planation similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Ridgelt.  He  had  no 
doubt,  in  his  own  mind,  that  the  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent, just  alluded  to,  was  a  correct  one.  There  was 
one  member  of  the  committee,  however,  who  diifered  in 
opinion  with  the  migority  in  regard  to  these  rules,  and 
who  had  proposed  an  alteration  of  them.  He  was,  how- 
ever, over-ruled  by  the  decision  of  the  other  members  of 
the  committee,  who  thought  it  best  that  the  rulea  should 
remain  as  they  were. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  declared  himself  to  be.the  member 
of  the  committee  alluded  to,  who  had  proposed  the  amend- 
ment to  the  6th  rule  ;  and,  jifter  being  called  upon  in  .thi' 
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And  if  those,  whose  rights  were  unquestionable,  did  not 
act,  it  certainly  was  excusable  in  you,  whose  authority 
was  at  least  doubtfu4,  to  follow  their  example.  One  thing 
is  certain ;  if  you  erred,  you  erred  on  the  side  of  liberty, 
not  of  authority  ;  and  the  rarity  of  this  kind  of  errors, 
by  those  in  power,  shoidd  g^ve  them  a  claim  to  our  re- 
spect, wlten  they  do  occur.  But  I  do  not  admit  there 
was  an  error,  nor  do  1  rest  the  vindication  of  my  friend 
upon  presumptions  and  inferences  derivable  from  our 
own  conduct.  I  take  higher  ground,  and  say  that  nothing 
which  we  ever  heard  from  that  gentleman  on  this  floor, 
in  reference  to  our  President  and  his  Secretaries,  exceed- 
ed in  severity  and  violence  what  is  said  with  impunity  in 
the  British  Parliament,  by  Commoners  as  well  as  Fccrs, 
of  their  King  and  his  Ministers. 

I  have  some  acquaintance  with  th»  debates  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament — not  so  much  as  I  ought  to  have — but 
enough  to  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that  the  King  and 
his  Ministers  have  been  often  animadverted  upon,  in  botti 
Houses  of  Parliament,  witli  a  degree  o(  severity  which 
the  gentleman  alluded  to,  never  transceiKled  on  tliis  floor, 
in  any  thing  which  he  said  of  our  President  and  his  Min- 
isters.* I  speak  of  what  has  occurred  in  the  British  t'ar- 
liament  in  times  of  order  and  subordination,  when  tiie 
Speakers  were  men  of  the  first  weight  and  dignity  of 
character,  and  when  no  one  called  them  to  order  \  and  I 
roust  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  argues  badly  for  the  spi- 
rit  of  the  times  in  our  country,  that  it  is  an  evil  omen  tor 
our  republican  institutions,  if  American  Senators  cannot 
be  aa  free  with  their  President  and  Secretaries,  as  Britisli 
subjects  may  be  with  their  monarch  and  his  prime  minis- 
ters. But  this  reproach,  Sir,  does  not  lie  kx.  your  door. 
By  your  decision,  you  prevented  the  stain  from  sticking  to 
your  skirts.  That  you  were  right,  I  then  believed,  and 
still  believe.  Even  upon  a  critical  construction  of  our 
own  rules,  leaving  out  the  enlarged  considerations  which 
governed  you,  your  decision  will  stand  the  test  of  the 
severest  sci-utiiiy.  Those  rules  only  give  you  a  power  to 
decide  af\er  the  question  of  order  is  raised  and  placed  be- 
fore you.  When  a  member  is  called  to  order,  his  words 
shall  be  taken  down  in  writing,  and  the  President  shall 
decide.  Tliis  is  the  rule.  Now  why  reduce  to  writing, 
except  to  inform  the  President  of  the  wonis  excepted 
to?  And  why  inform  him  if  he  alrcaily  knows  tfiem  ? 
And  why  make  another  decision,  if  he  had  already  de- 
cided in  the  fact  of  calling  to  order  ?  .  The  words  and 
the  spirit  of  the  rule  go  upon  the  idea,  tliat  one  member 
if  to  accuse  another  of  disorder,  and  that  you,  as  a  dii>iii- 
terestedand  impartial  arbiter, are  to  decide  between  them. 
This  is  unfavorable  to  the  spirit  of  our  institution,  which 
forever  sepsmtes  the  functions  of  the  judge  and  accuser, 
and  so  may  they  remain  on  this  floor  as  eveiy  where  else. 

Mr.  C  H  A  MBERS  said,  as  he  did  not  concur  in  the  views 
which  had  beet»  expressed,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  state 
the  reasons  for  his  vote. 

With  regard  to  the  correctness  of  any  former  decision 


in  Uie  Chair,  be  was  not  now. called  upon,  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  express  an  opinion.  His  purpose  was  tp  speak 
to  the  principles  which  he  thought  governed  the  subject, 
and  not  to  pass  upon  the  proper  application  of  those  prin- 
ciples to  any  particular  person  or  subject.  This  was  not 
the  Ume  or  the  occasion  to  discuss  that  question. 

.He  denied  that  the  Constitution  restrained  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  rule  proposed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Foot.]  The  Consti- 
tution says,  in  the  3d  Section  of  the  1st  Article,  '<  The 
Vice  Pi^esident  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President  of 
the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  they  be  equal- 
ly divided."  The  .section  does  not  proceed  to  enumerate 
the  functions  which,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  be  shall 
peiforro.  A  presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative  legisla- 
tive body,  has  a  knowt)  duty,  and  when  he  is  dcsigiiafed 
as  such  officer,  the  duty  of  performing  the  appropriate 
functions  is  plainly  signified.  The  vote  whicli  is  refused 
to  him,  except  on  equal  division,  has  reference  to  his  par- 
ticipation on  subjects  of  ordinary  legislation,  not  to  the 
observance  of  order.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  a  vote 
implied  in  the  matter  of  calling  a  member  to  order,  and 
he  presumed  the  honorable  gentleman  u  ho  had  referred 
to  his  expression  with  emphasis,  did  not  rely  on  the  effect 
of  this  prohibition  to  vote. 

In  the  5th  Section  of  the  same  article,  the  Constitution 
ssiys,  "Each  House  may  determine  the  ndes  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, punish  its  memben  for  disorderly  behaviour, 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two4hirds,  expel  a  member." 
Here  again  there  is  no  enumeration  of  the  particular  acts 
which  will  constitute  the  guilt  of  disorderly  behaviour, 
subj  ecting  its  author  to  pimishment  and  e'xpiUsion.  There 
is  no  enumeration  of  the  particular  rules  or  orders  relat- 
ing to  tlie  proceedings  of  the  body  which  it  has  authority 
to  determine.  The  language  used  is  to  be  taken  in  re- 
ference to  the  context,  and  where  it  had  received  an  in- 
telligible import  before  its  adoption  into  the  Constitution, 
the  meaning  is  to  be  found  by  ascertaining  what  that  was. 
Such  rules  as  usually  obtain  in  legislation > may  be  adopt- 
ed, and  such  conduct  as  the  usages  of  legislative  bodies 
consider  disorderly  may  be"  punished. 

The  notions  which  had  been  received  by  the  framers 
of  our  Constitution  in  relation  to  Congfessional  rule,  had 
been  borrowed  very  mucl)  from  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons. I'hc  rules  of  Parliament,  he  bielieved,  bad  been 
the  general  standard  to  which  had  been  referred  all  ques- 
tions of  this  ch»racter  in  the  Old  Congress,  and  in  all  the 
State  I^egidatures.  In  all  these  bodies,  he  believed  the 
presiding  officer  executed  the  duty  of  preserving  proper 
order.  He  did  not  mean  to  inchide  the  House  of  Lords, 
because  the  honorable  gentleman  fron  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  MAcoN,}had  said,  the  presiding  officer  there  did  not 
use  the  power.  At  a  very  earl^  period  the  Senate  exer- 
cised the  power  thus  given  to  it.  They  did  pass  certaio 
rules,  and  they  imposed  certain  duties  on  the  President, 
being  sucli  as  are  usually  imposed  by  other  legislative  bo- 


•  The  folluwuig  inntaiioe*,  out  of  thouriAiidx,  may  be  quoted: 
Mr.  Burke,  of  ihc  Km|:'8  speech,  in  17«S.    »» It  was  m>  full  of 


equ'iTocaiion  nnd  double  meaning^  Uiat  erery  man  of  ererr  opinion,  migitt 


of  prayer  he  had  ever  met  with  in  a  Kinged  ijieech  ;  it  vrini,  he  declared,  nothing  mor«  than  a  pit  c«  of  hf  pocritieal  cant  played  off  at  the  t%- 
iKMise  uf  Parliarnent."    Of  the  name  speech,  -  **  Me  thought  it  a  compound  of  h};pocriiy,  self  connucndatiou  and  fblly.*'     - 

Mr.  Fox, in  the  year  1784,  when  the  King  and  Minwiew  ut-re  in  a  minority  in  the  House  of  Commons.  »•  %Vhat,  then,  was  the  principle 
«n  which  we  beheld  at  jhis  moment  a  Mmister  without  the  confidence  of  the  Hou«e  of  Commons— an  Executive  Government  in  Which  ihc 
Mou^e  |i laced  no  degree  of  confidence  whatever  i  It  was  their  evident  intent iunjftjrender  the  Houm>  of  Commons  the  mere  tool  and  organ  of 
desiratism.  He  hopetl  the  spirit  of  a )  rave  and  frc>o  i>rople  would  defevt  the  bSMMtaign.  He  had  long  observed  th«  machination*,  hatched 
•«na  harbored  by  a  coujbination  of  pc  rsons,  against  the  libeity  of  the  country,  whose  political  principles  were  too  well  understood  to  iieed  any 
iurther  illust ratio*.  These  pcoplt  had  long  endeavored  to  have  the  voice  of  the  people  on  their  side,  had  iangsirnggled  to  make  the  peophs 
nartiaa  in  tlteir  own  toJm,  ta  make  them  enemies  to  their  best  friends." 

Dt  bate  in  1780.  "  Mr.  TbomaA  F itt  enui-«d  into  a  most  sevc  re  animadversion  upon  the  whole  conduct  of  (he  adraini4Utition  for  a  avriet  of 
year*  linst  declaring  that  the  Minister's  name.was  the  subject  of  caiiiempt  and  ridicule  in  every  Court  in  Europe.'* 

Debate  1770,  Lord  Chatham,  declared  that  »*  Minhters  held  a  corrupt  influence  in  l>urliament."  Same  year,  he  «aid,  «*  I  will  b^g  learo 
to  parodixe  the  exprttsion,  and  w  ill  say,  those  who  gavi;  the  means  of  corruption,  gave  corruption.  I  will  uust  no  aovereign  in  the  world  witk 
meaiu  of  uuichasuig  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Dues  he  (the  King)  mean,  by  drawing  the  purse  siring*  of  his  subjects,  to  spread  corruption 
iheaugh  the  paoplc,  in prueuro  .n  Parliamaut, like  a  pocked  Juiy,  read]  to  n;quit«  his  Ministers  i^i  rU  atlventurc  :*''--{i*tte  by  Mr,  B. 7 
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dies  on  a  presiding  officer,  but  certainly  Buch  arc  not  par- 
ticularly enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  thought  it  is  quite  manifest  from  the  work  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, which  he  held  in  his  handj  that  he  did  not  feel  any 
doubt  about  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  an  intimate  connescion  wKh  the  Govern- 
ment, almost  from  the  first  essay  towards  our  indepen- 
dence, to  the  termination  of  his  Presidency  ?  and  he  was 
of  all  men  the  least  Ukely  to  extend  the  powers  granted 
by  the  Constitution  to  any  branch  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

In  the  prefiice  tohis  Ifanual,  prepared  during  the  time 
he  was  Vice  President^  for  the  express  purpose  of  aiding 
and  informing  the  Senate  in  their  proceedings,  after  no- 
ticing the  grant  of  his  power,  he  remarks :  •The  Senate 
have  accordingly  formed  some  rules  for  its  own  govern- 
ment, but  those  eoing  only  to  few  cases,  they  have  refer- 
red to  the  decision  of  their  President,  without  debate 
and  without  appeal,  all  questions  of  order  arising  under 
their  own  rules,  or  where  they  have  provided  none."  In 
the  section  treating  of  the  "order  of  debate/'  a  variety  of 
instances  are  furnished,  which  are  violations  of  this  order, 
and  we  are  told,  Qm  digriditur  a  maitria  ad  personamt 
Mr.  Speaker  ought  to  suppress.  Mr.  Jefferson,  pursu 
ing  his  system  of  collocation,  then  adverts  to  the  rules  of 
the  Senate.  These  rules  do  not  designate  the  individual 
by  whom  a  disorderly  member  is  to  be  called  to  orderi 
but  Mr.  Jefferson  does  not  suggest  that  there  is  any  diver- 
sity between  the  practice  of  the  Senate  and  the  flouse  of 
Commons.  The  ^ntleman  from  Missouri,  Mr.  [Bmrxtw] 
has  called  to  his  aid  the  proceeding  of  this  body  in  rela- 
tion to  the  change  in  the  mode  of  selecting  the  standing 
committees.  He  says  the  power  of  apponiting  the  com- 
mittees was  taken  from  the  President,  because  the  Con- 
stitution being  the  only  source  of  his  power,  the  Senate 
cannot  confer  other  powers  upon  him.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  no  doubt^  expresses  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced his  vote  on  that  occasion,,  but  he  certainly  had  en- 
tirely misconceived  those  of  some  others  who  advocated 
that  change. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  to  say  fbr  himself  (and  he  believ- 
ed he  might  say  so  for  some  others)  that  no  apprehension 
of  constitutional  difficulty  had  influenced  his  vote.  From 
the  peculiar  organization  of  this  body,  it  might  occur  that 
the  Pi-esident  of  the  Senate  &houfd  mffer  from  the  majori- 
ty of  its  members,  on  greatandimportantquestionsof  na- 
tional concern.  The  object  of  confiding  subjects  to  our 
committees,  is  to  facilitate  the  means  of  digesting  princi- 

Eles,  collecting  information,  and  presenting  views  in  re- 
ition  to  matters  on  which  -we  are  to  act.  A  committee 
acts  in  the  character  9f  an  agent  to  tlie  body  at  large 

He  not  only  held  it  proper  that  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  should  be  represented  on  the  important  Commit- 
tees, but  it  was  perfectly  suicidal  to  adopt  a  different 
course.  It  waff  the  right  of  the  majority  to  have  the  Com- 
tniltees  of  their  own  political  tompiexion,  taxd  in  the  pecu« 
liar  formation  of  this  body  the  only  mode  by  which  this 
right  can  be  secured  is  to  give  the  appointment  immedi- 
ately to  the  Senate.  In  any  other  event  the  reports  of 
your  committees  will  be  carried  abroad  to  produce  im- 
pressions on  the  public  mind  directly  at  variance  witli 
your  own  opinions ;  the  great  labor  of  your  agents  will  be 
to  counteract  your  own  deliberate  purposes. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  undersood  as  alluding  to  the 
period  when  the  change  was  made  as  the  season  when 
this  state  of  things  had  been  witnessed.  The  possibility 
of  its  occurrence  required  provision  to  meet  it,  and  form- 
ed sufficient  inducement  for  the  vote  he  then  gave. 

The  constitution,  therefore,^had  nothing  to  do  with  the 

Question  farther  than  it  had  constituted  the  Vice  Pren- 
ent  the  presiding  officer  of  this  body,  and  thereby  gave 
him  tb«  power  properly  belonging  to  such  an  officer,  sab 


ject  to  the  control  usually  exercised  by  legislative  bodies 
n  the  shape  of  rules  of  proceeding. 

It  was,  therefore,  a  question  of  expediency  alone, 
whether  the  President  of  the  Senate  should  have  the  pow- 
ei"  to  ijreserve  order  and  decorum  in  this  body.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  occurrences  which  hai-e  taken  place,  he 
should  not  have  thought  the  Senate  now  callea  upon  to 
act  on  this  subject.  It  had  been  the  opinion  of  most  per- 
sons, he  believed,  that  such  power  existed  with  the  Presi- 
dent. But  on  a  late  occasion  the  President  has  said  he  did 
not  think  he  had  the  power— the  ndes  of  the  Senate  had 
been  committed  to  a  special  committee  for  revision,  and 
the  Chairman,  who  reports  the  rules  %vithout  slterationf 
as  to  this  subject,  in  answer  to  a  question  touching  this 
precise  point,  has  said,  the  committee  are  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  there  is  no  such  power  in  the  President, 
and  several  members  rise  and  sanction  the  same  doctrine. 
If  then,  the  ndes  of  the  Senate  should  remain  unchang- 
ed, it  must  be  received  as  the  judgment  of  the  Senate, 
that  such  powers  do  not  belong  to  the  President,  and 
ought  not  to  be  exercised  by  him. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  his  surprise  that  any  gentleman  on 
this  floor  should  doubt  of  the  propriety,  or  indeed  the 
necessity,  of  there,  being  such  a  power  in  the  Chair.  He 
should  not  allude  to  the  unpleasant  occurrence  on  this 
floor,  two  years  ago,  which  had  been  referred  to,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  using  the  remark  made  hy  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Dicxxasoir.] 
That  gentleman  had  informed  us  that  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  who  had  moved  the  question  of  order, 
had  refused  to  reduce  the.  objectionable  words  to  writing. 
That  was  not  the  only  occasion  on  which  the  Senate  had 
witnesjed  a  refusal  (o  take  down  words  objected  to  as  out 
of  order.  It  mifirlit  be  so  ;  but  he  did  not  know  that  there 
had  been  an  instance  in  which  disorderly  words  were  ta- 
ken down  in  compliance  with  the  rule.  And  who  would 
consent  to  make  a  record  of  words  which  were  oflTensive  ? 
The  practice  he  understood  was  supposed  torcquii*e  that 
when  taken  down,  the  words  were  to  be  put  upon  the 
Journal.  If,  therefore,  the  most  defamatory  charge  a- 
gainst  an  honorable  member  of  this  House  be  made  by 
another  member,  the  preliminary  step  towards  redress  is 
to  cause  a  record  of  that  charge  to  be  made,  which  will 
for  ever  perpetuate  the  recollection  of  the  charge.  No 
individual  could  submit  to  this  course,  nor  would  he, 
when  be  was  the  victim  of  aspersion,  be  instrumental  him. 
self,  or  allow  his  friend  to  be  instrumental  in  handing  down 
the  evidence  of  the  charge. 

And  what  are  the  reasons,  asked  Mr.  C  urged  against 
the  adoption  of  the  rule,  as  a  measure  of  expediency  > 
We  are  told  that  it  pbces  a  power  in  the  Chair,  which 
may  be  used  oppressively,  and  may  arrest  the  latitude  of 
debate.  It  is  called  a  tremendous,  a  dangerous  power. 
The  whole  argument  on  this  point  seemed  to  him  full  of 
error  and  mistake.  6i\  questions  involving  the  political 
character  of  public  men,  there  never  had  been,  he  believ- 
ed,  and  God  forbid  there  ever  should  be,  a  disposition  to 
restrain  debate.  The  people  of  this  country  bad  a  right 
to  know  every  tiling  tooch'mg  the  political  conduct  and 
character  of  our  rulers,  and  no  man  or  set  of  men  on  this 
floor,  would  ever  dare  to  invade  that  right.  The  rule  pro- 
posed did  not  touch  that  question.  Freedom  of  debate 
was  secured  by  a  power  superior  to  any  rule  of  the  Senate. 
To  indulge  it  was  no  violation  of  order  ;  and  therefore 
not  within  the  rule  which  restrained  disoi\lerly  conduct. 
How  then,  stands  the  matter  of  oppressive  power  in  the 
Chair  ?  The  amendment  proposed  will  mske  it  the  duty 
of  the  Chair  to  cause  order  to  be  observed  ;  it  will  submit 
to  his  discretion  primarily,  the  question  of  what  is  oris  not 
order  ;  but  if  he  should  ever  exert  that  discretion  unwise- 
ly or  oppressively,  an  appeal  can  be  had  to  the  Senate, 
and  his  decision  may  be  reversed,  and  the  chartett r  and 
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other  decii»ion. 
pot  be  changed. 


I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  the  rule  wUl 


and  would  not  luve  been  autliorizcd  to  hav^  given  any 

vill 

Mr.  MoL  ANE  commenced  hia  remarks  with  an  apology 

In  wbi«ii 


responsibility  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate  are  the  pledges 
by  which  every  member  claims  his-rights. 

How  is  it,  under  the  construction  now  given  to  the  ex- 
isting  rule  ?  One  Individual  may  suggest  a  violation  of 
order,  invoke  the  authority  of  the  Chair,  and  the  occu- 
pant of  that  Chair,  by  this  single  fiat,  may  arrest  the  de- 
bate. His  sole  judgment,  absolute  and  irreversible,  is  the 
standard  by  which  every  member  here  rau»t  measure  his 
steps.  In  the  one  case,  the  tenure  by  which  we  hold  our 
rights,  is  the  intelligence,  the  discretion,  and  the  responsi- 
tfilitv  of  a  majority  of  ourselves  5  and,  in  the  other,  the 
intelligence,  the  discretion,  and  the  responsibility  of  one 
individual,  not  deriving  his  authority  from  us,  and  requir- 
ing it  to  be  called  into  action  only  by  the'  suggestion  of 
an  individual  mefpber. 

It  appeared  to  him  the  argument  was  most  strangely 
raisapphed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  used  it, 
and  tli^  very  apprehension  to  which  they  had  yielded  had 
driven  him  to  the  most  decided  conviction  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Vice  President,  as  presiding  oflScer  of  the  Senate,  to  de- 
cide agreeably  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  have 
been  made  for  his  guidance.  In  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives the  presiding  officer  had  the  power  of  calling  a 
member  to  order  **  for  words  spoken,"  because  he  was 
one  of  their  own  body,  elected  by  tliemselves  to  preside 
over  them,  and  amenaole  to  their  authority.  If  his  deci- 
sions are  unsatisfactory,  they  can  refuse  to  re-elect  him— 
but  we,  Sir,  have  no  such  power.  Our  presiding  officer 
is  not  elected  by  us — he  is  sent  here  by  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  and  totally  independent  of  us.  Mr.  S.  was 
hot  willing  to  vest  either  the  Vice  President  or  President 
pro  tern,  with  the  power  to  stop  debate.  It  is  a  tremen- 
dous power — I  have  felt  it.  Sir,  and  never  shall  forget  it. 
On  a  certa'n  occasion,  in  the  other  House,  a  report  was 
presented  from  one  of  the  Secretaries,  which  animadvert- 
ed very  severely  on  Mr.  Gen-y.  I  undertook  to  animad- 
vert on  the  report,  and  was  called  to  order.  UnconscioMs 
that  I  had  travelled  out  of  the  record,  I  proceeded,  and 
was  three  times  called  to  order.  I  then  inquired  why  I 
was  considered  to  be  out  of  order  ? — and  was  told,  by  the 
Speaker,  that  the  report  upon  which  1  liad  animadverted 
must  not  be  considered  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  but 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  That  I  could  not 
proceed  :  for,  before  the  discussion  commenced,  1  had 
been  called  out  of  my  scat,  and  told,  by  a  person  high  in 
office,  that  the  President  requested  that  the  report  might 
not  be  considered  as  his.  but  as  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate.  Mr.  President,  I  am  uno'illing  to  be  pla- 
ced in  this  body,  differently  constituted  as  it  is  from  the 
otiicr,  in  such  a  situation  as  I  then  was,  to  be  stopped  in 
the  coui-se  of  my  argument.  There  were  high  party 
times  then,  and  high  party  times  may  come  again,  and, 
whenever  they  do,  similar  outrage  may  (with  such  a  pow- 
er) be  committed.  And  where  will  be  tlie  remedy  ? 
Gentlemen  say,  in  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Pre- 
sident. An  appeal !  My  experience  has  taught  me  to 
know  that  an  appeal  is  not  worth  a  button.  The  majority 
will  always  support  the  Chair,  right  or  wrong.  An  appeal 
was  taken  in  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  majority 
voted  with  the  Speaker,  and  always  will.  An  appeal 
from  the  Chair  is  vox  et  preteria  nihiL  I  would  rather  be 
without  the  ap peat 

A  gentleman  has  said  that  he  will  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, to  justify  you  (or  the  decision  you  had  made  on  the 
rule.  Sir,  you  require  no  justification-^you  decided 
agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed  for  your  govemm.ent, 


for  obtruding  his  stntinents  up«n  th«  Senate,  in 


he  had  so  recently  taken  his  seat,  on  a  subject  relating  to 
their  rules  and  orders.  The  amendment  appeared  to 
him  directly  to  involve  the  power  of  the  Vice  President 
to  call  a  Senator  to  order,  and  prevent  him  from  speak- 
ing, for  words  spoken  in  debate.  He  liad  considered 
that  subject,  ana  was  of  opinion  that  the  Vice  President 
did  not  possess  such  power,  independent  of  or  accoiding 
to  the  existing  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  was  unwilling  to 
confer  such  power  by  an>*  alteration  of  the  rules.  The 
amendment,  by  its  tui-ns,  concedes,  and  the  mover,  with 
a  commendable  spirit  of  candor,  admits,  that,  by  the  ex- 
isting rules,  the  power  in  question  cannot  be  exercised 
by  thfe  Vice  President ;  and  so  fur  as  this  admission  may 
be  entitled  to  weight,  it  would  place  the  proposed  change 
on  grounds  of  expediency  merely  ;  but  the  argument  of 
gentlemen  had  taken  a  wider  scope,  had  asserted  bolder 
claims  to  power,  and  liad  invested  the  Vice  President 
with  authority  to  stop  a  Senator  in  debate,  and  arrest  dis- 
cussion for  the  use  of  words  which  he  might  deem  irrele- 
vant or  disoj*derly.  •  ^ 

A  power  of  such  magnitude,  so  vital  to  the  dearest  pri- 
vileges of  the  members  of  this  body,  has  been  supposed, 
by  at  least  one  Senator,  inherent  in  the  Vice  President, 
as  incident  to  his  office  as  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate 
under  the  Constitution,  or  derived  from  the  rules  contain- 
ed in  Mr.  Jefferson's  **Manuil  of  Parhamentary  Prac- 
tice." Ue  denied  tl»ese  assertions  altogether,  which  he 
considered  dangerous  in  principle,  and  thought  it  per- 
fectly plain,  that  the  law  of  tlie  English  Parliament  could 
have  no  force  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  much 
less  that  they  could  control  the  privilege  of  debate. 

Tliat  the  Vice  President  was  not  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate ;  that  he  was  placed  here,  not  by  the  body  itself, 
but  by  the  People  of  the  United  States,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, which,  by  specifying  certain  of  his  powers  and 
limiting  their  extent,  by  a  fair  implication  excluded  all 
others,  had  already  been  sufficiency  adverted  to.  He 
would  press  them  no  farther  than  to  remark,  that  it 
thence  appeared  to  him  perfectly  clear  that  the  Constitu- 
tion could  not  have  designed  to  subject  tlie  Senate  te  the 
administration  of  an  officer,  without  other  rule  than  his 
arbitrary  will,  and  irresponsible  to  those  wl»6  might  be- 
come the  objects  of  his  oppression.  It  might  be  fairly 
presumed,  he  said,  if  it  had  not  been  expressly  provided, 
that  an  authority  thus  conferred  would  be  liable  to  the 
regulation  of  thoie  on  whom  it  was  to  be  exerted. 

The  doctrine  of  inherent  or  incidental  power,  [Mr. 
McL.  said,]  was  ever}'  where  the  ofispriiig  of  urgent  ne- 
cessity, and  belonged  to  no  functions  in  this  Goveniment, 
unless  indispensable  to  its  existence.  In  regard  to  the 
right  in  question,  there  certainly  could  be  no  pretence 
for  such  necessity. 

If  the  Vice  President  possessed  the  j)Ower  as  incident 
to  his  office,  it  would  be  the  gift  of  the  Constitution,  and 
as  such  transcend  the  authority  of  the  Senate.  There 
could  be  no  lin^t  to  such  pQ»\er,  but  the  arbitrarjr  will  of 
the  presiding  officer.  The  Senate  could  subject  it  to  no 
control }  they  could  neither  prescribe  rules  of  order,  nop 
the  circuw.stances  under  which  their  debates  might  be  in- 
teiTupted ;  and  would  thus  be  subjected  to  a  dominion 
which  he  believed  no  gentleman  had  seriously  contem- 
plated. ^     ,     ,. 

Of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  that  of  freely  diacus- 
sing  the  various  subjects  of  their  deliberations,  wa«  the 
dearest,  intimately  interwoven  with  the  structure  oi  that 
body.  He  considered  the  freedom  of  speech  here,  as  sa- 
cred as  that  of  the  press  elsewhere  ;  and  if  thfe  combined 
power  of  Congress  and  the  Executive  be  incompetent,  m« 
he  helieved  it  was,  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  either,  be- 
yond these  walls,  he  could'not  admit  a  power  incident  to 
tlie  Vice  President  to  regulate  the  former  on  this  floor. 
He  could  conceive  of  no  right  more  clearly  incident  to  the 
Senate,  than  tJist  of  frc •  diwuMion,  without  wni»k  it»  d«. 
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liberations  could  not  be  properly  conducted.  He  thought  I  virtue  of  a  special  order  of  the  Commons  made  for  the 

it  constituted  an  important  paK'of  the  proceedings  of  the    '"  — i-i-*  ^.--v ^ -_.._  i_ 

Senate,  which  Ihey  possessed  the  exclusive  power  of  re- 
gulating by  their  own  rules. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Ignited  States,  establishing  the 
Legislature  for  tlie  Union,  authorized  **  each  Uouse  to 
•*  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  ptmish  its  mem* 
"  bers  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  the  concur- 
•*  rence  of  two-thinfs,  to  expel  a  member." 

In  this  provision  [Mr.  McL.  said]  was  contained  the 
whole  parliamentary  power  over  the  subject  of  order — 
that  of  prescribing  rules,  and  of  enforcing  obedience.  U 
was  absolute  and  dnlimited,  and  could  not  consist  with 
the  existence  of  a  similar  power  elsewhere.  It  relieved 
the  Senate  from  any  rule  other  than  that  emanating  from 
its  own  will. 

It  could  not,  he  apprehended,  be  denied,  that  the  Se- 
nate might,  in  virtue  of  this  provision,  prescribe  by  posi- 
tive rule,  that  even  personal  remarks  should  not  be  deem- 
ed disorderly,  and  that  the  Vice  President  should  in  no 

instance  call  to  order  for  words  spoken,  and  therefore  it 

would  follow,  that  the  power  of  that  officer  was  wholly 

derived  from  the  authority  of  the  Senate.     He  would 

heraafter  consider  what  would  be  deemed  disorder  in 

parliamentary  discussion,  in  cases  where  the  rules  were 

sileiit 

The  error  of  the  argument  attributing  to  the  Vice  fre- 

sident  this  power  as  incident  to  his  office,  lay  in  clothing 

an  officer  whose  duties  were  ministerial  merely,  with  le- 
gislative functions ;  and  in  confounding  the  powers  of  the 

Senate  and  those  of  the  presiding  officer.     Gentlemen 

had  insisted  that  the  Vice  President  must  possess  the 

power  in  question  to  enable  him  to  perform  his  duties. 

Hut  what^  he  asked,  were  the  duties  of  a  presiding  officer? 

Ccrtiunly  not  to  make,  but  to  execute  the  law—to  pre- 
side over  the  body  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by 

the  competent  authority  for  iU  government.     When  the 

Constitution  designated  the  Vice  President  to  preside 

over  this  bodj',  it  conferred  on  the  Senate  the  power  of 

determining  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings,  ana  his  duty 

consists  in  executing  these  rules.    Where  they  are  silent, 

the  omission  can  only  be  supplied  by  the  further  action 


or  tacit  assent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  occanon  may  arisobJ  rule  of  the  Senate,  may  be  improper  ! 

ucS       But  [Mr.  McLahx  said]  he  denied  that  the /^sriViSEa- 


He  said  the  history  of  every  parliamentary  body  of  whii 
he  had  any  knowledge,  and  more  especially  that  of  the 
English  parliament,  would  fully  sustain  this  position. 

In  aU  parliamentarv  assemblies,  rules  of  order  emanated 
from  the  body  itself,  and  the  particular  code  of  each 
consisted  of  their  own  special  regulations,  and  decisions 
founded  on  the  sanction  of  the  house,  dependant  upon 
their  will,  and  adapted  to  their  own  convenience.  In  all, 
freedom  of  discussion  is  the  last  matter  subjected  to  spe- 
cial regulation,  and  uniformly  allowed  the  widest  latitude. 
An  analogy  in  this  respect  has  been  supposed  to  exist 
between  the  authority  of  the  Vice  President  and  the 
Speaker  of  .the  House  of  Commons,  but  such  analogy 
woald  be  fatal  to  the  pretensions  of  gentlemen  on  this 
occasion  ;  since  even  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons possesses  no  power  to  interfere  with  debate  for  dis- 
orderly words,  independent  of  the  order  of  the  Com- 
mons^ as  is  apparent  from  the  Manual  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Chajcbers.]  That  Senator 
quoted  from  the  Manual  of  the  Engli!:h  Parliamentary 
Practice,  the  rule  which  provides  that  though  the  conse- 
quences of  a  measure  may  be  reprobated  in  strong  terms, 
to  arraign  the  motives  of  those  who  propose  or  advocate 
it,  is  personality,  and  against  order.  **  Qui  degredilur  a 
Materia  ad  pereonam,  Mr.  Speaker  ought  to  suppress." 
But  this  duty  is  enjoined  by  the  express  order  of  the 
Commons,  of  the  19th  April,'  1604.  It  is  therefore  plain, 
that  Mr.  Speaker  can  interfere  in  the  single  instance  of  a 
departuVe  from  the  subject  before  the  House,  to  indid^ 
in  personality ;  and  that  even  this  power  is  exercised  m 
V»i.  IV— 19 


express  purpose.  It  might  with  great  propriety  be  eon- 
tended  that,  anterior  to  the  order  vi  1604,  personality  was 
not  against  order ;  and  it  is  unquestionable,  that  the  order 
was  made  to  confer  on  the  Speaker  the  power  of  doing 
that  which  previously  could  only  have  been  done  by  the 
Commons  themselves. 

The  truth  is,  that,  prior  to  the  date  of  that  order,  the 
latitude  of  debate  had  been  subjected  te  little  or  oo  regu- 
lation ;  disorderly  words  even  had  not  been  defined, 
much  less  had  it  been  supposed  competent  for  the  Speak* 
er  to  arrest  discussion.  But  in  the  session  of  1604,  tlic 
Commons  became  engaged  in  serious  inquiries  into  their 
own  privileges ;  and  the  assumption  of  the  Crown  to 
issue  writs  of  election  to  supply  vacancies,  and  return  of- 
fensive members,  led  to  discussions  which  afforded  the 
majority  of  the  Commons,  who  had  throughout  manifested 
a  subserviency  to  the  King,  even  when  asserting  their 
own  privileges,  a  pretext  for  the  order  of  1604.  JDut  he 
apprehended  it  would  scarcely  be  insisted  that  the  Vice 
President  did  or  ought  to  possess  greater  power  over  the 
debates  of  the  Senate,  than  could  have  been  exercised 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  reign  of 
James  the  First. 

It  would  be  further  obvious,  [Mr.  McL.  said,]  by  a  re- 
currence to  the  Manual,  thst  the  right  in  the  English 
Parliament  of  preservinig  order  in  debate,  was  not  the 
power  of  arresting  discussion,  or  of  preventing  the  use  of 
words  on  account  of  their  intrinsic  impropriety.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  the  power  of  the  House  over  refractoiy 
members,  of  inflicting  punishment  after  the  debate  was 
terminated,  for  the  use  of  words  in  violation  of  ezprew 
rule.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  the  offending  member  is  al- 
lowed to  proceed  to  the  end  of  his  speech,  when  the 
words  are  taken  down,  that  the  House  may  then  take 
such  order  as  to  them  may  seem  proper— by  suppressing 
the  objectionable  words^  or  punishing  the  member.  Mr. 
Speaker  can  suppress  in  the  single  case  to  which  the  or- 
der of  1604  applies.  The  argument  on  this  occasion, 
however,  claims  fbr  the  Vice  President  the  power  of  call- 
ing  to  onier  during  the  discussion,  and  of  preventing  the 
use  of  words,  which,  in  his  judgment  alone,  without  any 


mentaria  of  England  had  any  binding  force  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  either  to  confer  power  on  their  pre- 
siding officer,  or  to  determine  the  rules  of  their  proceed- 
ings. Composed  as  that  code  was,  of  rules  and  orders 
expressly  enacted  by  either  branch  of  the  British  Parlia- 
mcTit,  and  of  decisions  of  points  of  order,  with  the  assent 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  sanctioned  by  long  usage,  its 
highest  authority  was,  in  being  regarded  as  a  branch  of 
the  great  body  of  the  common  law  of  England,  which  had 
never  been  admitted  to  have  any  force  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Ue  knew  that  parts  of  the  common 
law  had  been  recognized  in  some  of  the  individual  States, 
but  had  been  expressly  repudiated  by  the  decisions  of 
the  highest  judicial  tribunals  fh>m  the  Government  of  the 
Union.  The  rules  and  orders  and  principles  of  practice 
in  the  English  courts  even,  do  not  apply  to  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  therefore  Congress,  by  her  own 
laws,  have  made  provision  for  this  subject.  He  would 
not  say,  that  in  the  absence  of  our  legislation,  the  courts 
might  not  frame  rules  for  their  own  government;  but  be 
would  say,  that  any  rule  which  should  be  adopted  either 
for  the  Senate  or  the  courts,  would  derive  its  validity  from 
their  recognition,  and  not  from  its  force  elsewhere. 

Now  it  would  be  seen,  he  said,  not  only  that  neither 
House  of  Congress  had  adopted  the  whole  body  of  the 
Zex  Parliameniaria  as  the  rule  of  their  proceedings,  but 
that  they  had  formed  a  body  of  rules  of  their  own,  reject- 
ing the  great  mass  of  the  English  practice,  and  materially 
altering  sjch  parts  as  they  pleased  to  engraft  on  their 
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own  rules.  The  Senate  more  eapecially,  in  the  forrot- 
tion  of  £hcir  rules,  have  wholly  omitted  the  order  of  1604, 
which  has  been  introduced  into  this  discussion . 

In  support  of  his  position  as  to  the  force  of  the  Lex 
ParUamerUaria  in  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Mainland 
had  also  referred  us  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  Preface  to  the  Ma- 
nual. But  in  the  absence  of  any  rule  recognising  the 
English  law  of  Parliament,  it^cOuld  scarcely  comport  with 
the  dignity  of  argument  to  suppose  that  a  general  opinion 
hazarded  in  a  Preface,  would  legalize  that  which  the  Se- 
nate had  discarded.  If  the  Prefece  had  proposed  to  re- 
fer to  past  decisions  upon  particidar  rules,  or  to  illustrate 
a  practice  which,  by  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  tacit  or 
otherwise,  might  have  introduced  a  rule,  it  might  for  such 
purpose  be  valuable ;  but  it  does  not  propose  even  this. 
Beferring  to  the  power  conferred  on  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  to  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  it 
remarks,  that  "  the  Senate  have  accorchngly  formed  some 
•«  ru^es  for  its  own  government,  but  those  ^ing  only  to 
*•  a  few  cases,  they  have  referred  to  tlie  decision  of  their 
*'  President,  without  debate  and  without  appeal,  all  ques- 
"  tions  of  order  arising  either  under  their  owi%  rules,  or 
••  where  they  have  provided  none ;  and  hence  the  neces- 
"  sity  of  recurring  for  its  own  government  to  some  known 
**  system  of  rules,  that  he  may  neither  leave  himself  free 
«  to  indulge  caprice  and  passion,  nor  open  to  the  impu- 
••  tation  of  them." 

It  is  evident  tliat  these  observations  of  Mr.  Jefferson  re- 
fer to  the  rule  which  he  is  to  adopt  for  his  own  decision 
on  questions  of  order  aa^  they  may  arise  \  not  assuming 
power  to  raise  them  of  his  own  mere  motion. 

He  concedes  to  the  Senate  the  power  of  making  their 
own  rules,  and  admits  himself  to  be  bound  by  those  al- 
ready made.  Now,  it  so  happens,  that  by  those  rules  ac- 
tually framed  by  the  Senate,  this  subject  of  order  in  de- 
bate is  expressly  regulated,  and  in  such  manner  as  that 
the  Vice  President  cannot  himself  call  to  order  for  words 
spoken,  nor  interpose  kis  judgment  in  any  way,  until  one 
Senator  shall  be  called  to  order  by  another.  The  ques- 
tion of  order  thus  arising,  is  referred  to  the  decision  of 
the  Vice  President,  without  debate  and  without  appeal. 
If  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Jefferson  meant  more  than  this, 
[Mr.  UcL.  said,]  he  should  be  compelled  to  dissent  from 
them  f  but  he  thought  they  meant  no  more. 

It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that  the  Senate  hav- 
ing made  no  rule  pointing  oiit  words  which  should  be 
deemed  disorderly,  that  question,  whenever  the  occasion 
arose,  was  exclusively  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  Vice 
President.  In  such  case  it  would  be  wholly  discretionary 
with  him  to  rely  on  his  own  conception  of  order,  to  erect 
a  standard  for  himself,  or  resort  to  another  existing  in 
other  bodies  ;  to  hold  tlic  member  to  strict  order,  or  leave 
him  with  the  same  latitude  as  was  indulged  in  the  Eng- 
lish  Parliament  previous  to  the  rule  of  1604.  But  Mr. 
Jefferson  meaning  "  not  to  leave  himself  free  to  indulge 
**  in  caprice  or  passion,  nor  open  to  the  imputation  of 
*«  them,"  announces  to  tlie  Senate  his  intention  of  resort- 
ing to  some  known  system  of  rules  for  the  government  of 
his  decisions,  and  therefope  compiled  the  Manual  from  the 
British  practice,  not  as  binding  upon  the  Senate  or  him- 
self, beyond  their  own  pleasure,  but  as  a  light  to  guide 
his  steps  where  the  rules  of  the  Senate  had  left  any  thing 
dark.  He  referred  to  the  "  Less  Parliamentafia^*'  to  en- 
lighten his  judgment  in  questions  of  order,  either  as  it 
respected  decorum  in  debate,  or  order  in  other  proceed- 
ings, in  the  same  manner  as  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  re- 
sort  to  the  **  Lex  MercatoriOy**  or  other  parts  of  the  body 
of  the  common  law,  for  sound  principles  relative  to  mer- 
cantile transactions,  or  the  numerous  other  cases  arising 
for  their  decision  Mr.  Jefferson  thus  announced  to  the 
Senate  his  determination  to  adopt  a  rule  for  his  own  deci- 
sions until  they  should  please  to  adopt  a  better.  It  was 
for  a  rule  of  decision  merely,  that  tiie  parliamentary  prac- 


tice was  resorted  to,  and  that  he  w^ould  not  question  the 
propriety  of  such  reference,  he  utterly  denied  it  for  any 
other  purpose.  He  protes^ted  against  such  resort  for  the 
purpose  of  deriving  power  trom  the  rule  of  1604  t9  con- 
trol debate,  or  of  suppressing  words  spoken,  by  degrad- 
ing or  otherwise  punishing  the  member  using  them.  He 
trusted  if  such  power  should  ever  be  assumed,  it  would 
not  be  quietly  submitted  to* 

If  the  law  of  the  English  Parliament  had  no  force  here, 
it  was  incumbent  on  us,  he  said,  to  look  to  what  each 
House  of  Congress  had  themselves  done  upon  this.  sub. 
ject.  The  House  had  gone  much  farther  than  the  Senate, 
and  changed  materially  the  English  practice.  Among 
other  things,  their  rules  provide  that  «•  the  Speaker  aliaU 
preserve  order  and  decorum  ;"  and  to  this  there  is  nb  si- 
milar rule  in  the  Senate.  Also,  that  **  if  any  member,  in 
speaking,  or  otherwise,  transgress  the  rules  of  the  House, 
the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  to  order  ;" 
and  they,  moreover,  expressly  declare  that  *•  a  member, 
speaking,  shall  confine  himself  to  the  subject  under  de- 
bate, aud  avoid  personality  ;"  and  then  prescribe  the 
manner  of  stopping  the  member  violating  the  rule,  >md 
the  terms  on  which  he  may  be  permitted  to  resume  the 
discussion. 

The  rules  of  the  Senate  vary  essentially  from  those  of 
the  House,  and,  though  embracing  most  cases  of  disorder 
arising  from  other  causes  than  words  spoken  in  debate, 
they  are  silent  as  to  pertinency  of  remark^  aud  do  not 
prohibit  personality.  On  this  subject,  the  Senate  rulea 
prescribe  merely  that  a  Senator,  when  speaking,  **  shall 
address  the  Cliair,  standing  in  his  place,  and  when  he  has 
finished  shall  sit  down ;"  and  then,sby  the  sixtli  and  se- 
venth rules,  now  proposed  to  be  amended,  provides  a& 
follows : 

"6th.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he 
shall  sit  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not ;  and  every  question  of  or- 
der shall  be  decided  by  the.  President,  without  debate  ; 
but,  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  he  may  call  for  the 
sense  of  the  Senate. 

"  7th.  If  the  member  be  called  to  crder  for  words  spo- 
ken, the  exceptionable  words  shall  immediately  be  taken 
down  in  writing,  that  the  President  may  be  hetter  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  matter." 

To  him  it  appeared  obvious,  that,  by  these  rules,  the 
right  to  call  to  order  for  words  spoken  was  reserved  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate,  who  were  themselves  deem- 
ed to  be  the  best  judges  of  the  propriety  of  inteniipting 
discussion.  In  this  view,  it  remained  only  to  prescribe 
the  mode  of  procuring  a  decision  when  such  Question 
should  be  made,  and  this  he  thought  the  sole  object  of 
the  rules  already  quoted.  The  sixth  nile,  requiring  tlie 
member  to  sit  down,  "to  afford  the  President  an  oppor- 
tunity of  determining  whether  he  was  in  order  or  not," 
would  have  been  unnccessarv,  if  it  had  contemplated  the 
call  to  be  made  by  the  President,  since  he  must  be  sup- 
posed to  have  determined  that  before  making  the  call. 
And  the  seventh  rule,  requiring  tlie  words  to  be  (akeu 
down,  the  better  to  enable  the  President  to  Judge,  equal- 
ly excludes  the  idea  of  the  call  proceeding  from  him.  In 
such  case,  hfa  judgment  must  have  been  previously  form- 
ed ;  but,  as  he  might  be  inattentive  to  the  course  of  re- 
mark at  the  moment  of  a  call  by  a  member,  the  necessity 
of  reducing  the  wortls  to  writing  was  obvious  .- 

Mr.  McL.  said,  if  the  views  he  had  summitted  were  not 
erroneous,  the  Vice  President  had  determined  correctly 
in  declining  te  call  a  Senator  to  order  for  words  spoken 
in  debate  ;  and  he  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this  result, 
since  it  had  not  been  even  attempted  to  trust  him  with 
any  power  of  enforcing  his  call,  should  he  undertake  to 
make  it. 

Mr.  McL.  sud  he  was  not  disposed  to  enlarge  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Vice  President  in  tliis  respect,  and  was  content 
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vrith  ibeexwtinjf  nileiof  lUe  Senate.  Whether  he  looked]  the  member,  or  denying  him  the  privilege  of  debating, 
to  the  past  or  the  futui^e,  he  wts  equally  indisposed  to   that  formed  tlie  essence  of  the  rule  ;  and  such  power,  he 


changed     The  present  rulca  were  the  work  of  as  able 
men,  as  ever  adorned  the  Senate — ^as  regardful  of  good 
order  and.  decorum — as  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  ap- 
preciated them  as  highly  as  he.     When  he  compared 
these  rules  with  the  British  Parliamentary  practice, or  the 
rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  observed  the 
marked  dissimilarity  in  this  respect,  and  the  jealous  de- 
ference paid  to  the  freedom  of  debate  by  the  Senate's 
rules,  be  could  not  attribute  them  to  accident,  but  design 
— to  a  desirn  founded  on  the  composition  of  the  Senate, 
the  invaluable  privilege  of  free  discussion,  and  the  pecu- 
liar relation  of  the  presiding  officer,  to  this  body,     lie 
had  seen  no  necessity  of  changing  these  provisions.    Un- 
der them,  the  Senate  had  been  conducted  through  the 
most  stormy  times  of  our  political  history.     The  dignity 
and  privileges  of  the  Senate  were  to  be  preserved  by  a 
firm  adherence  to  their  established  rights,  and  by  the 
wholesome  restraint  of  the  body  itself  over  refractory 
members,  rather  than  by  lightly  yielding  to  temporary 
clamor.    The  inconvenience  arising  from  cUsorder  in  de- 
bate operated  upon  the  Senate,  and  with  them  there  is 
ample  power  to  obviate  the  evil,  when  it  may  require 
their  influence.     With  the  Senate  this  power  was  safclv 
deposited  ;  was  efficient  for  their  own  purposes,  and  safe 
from  an  attempts  to  use  it  for  their  oppression,  or  as  sub- 
servient to  extraneous  influence.    With  the  Senate  he 
was  disposed  to  retain  it.     He  had  felt  surprised  that,  in 
all  the  complaints  which  had  been  made  on  this  subject, 
gentlemen  had  not  reflected  that  there  was  ereater  dan- 
ger of  abusing  too  much  power,  than  from  remtining  from 
the  exercise  of  doubtful  authority.    Power  was  the  last 
thing  he  would  be  disposed  unnecessarily  to  accunmlate 
in  the  hands  of  any  functionary,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
strange,  that,  holding  in  Our  own  hands  the  unquestiona- 
ble authority,  but  failing  ourselves  to  use  it,  we  should  be 
seeking  to  confide  it  to  another  to  be  more  actively  em- 
ployed.   By  this  amendment  it  must  be  intended  that  the 
Vice  President  shall  exert  the  power  where  the  Senate 
would  not — and  for  that,  if  for  nothing  else,  he  would  be 
opposed  to  it  \  because,  the  time  mt^ht  come  when  he 


repeated,  either  as  it  regarded  the  application  of  the  re- 
medy, or  the  indication  of  its  necessity,  he  was  unwilling 
to  strip  from  the  Senate,  and  confer  on  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent. In  these  observations,  he  had  no  reference  to  the 
present  incumbent  of  the  Chair  :  for  he  hoped  he  mi^ht 
be  allowed  to  remark,  without  g^ing  out  of^his  way,  that 
neither  the  present  state  of  things,  nor  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent's own  just  and  enlightened  appreciation  of  his  au- 
thority, indicated  danger  from  that  quarter.  He  did  not 
fear  that  power  would  be  usurped  or  abused  now.  But 
no  one  could  tell  how  long  the  present  state  of  things 
might  continue,  or  the  same  liberal  disposition  preside 
over  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had  no  agency  in  the 
choice  of  their  presiding  officer ;  and,  in  the  political  re- 
volutions of  society,  a  new  order  of  things  might  arise, 
and  subject  us  to  the  rule  of  an  officer  who  may  desire  to 
seek,  rather  than  shun  power — to  arrest  debate  here,  in 
order  to  check  its  influence  elsewhere.  For  such  aad  all 
other  events,  he  thought  we  shoulcl  be  best  prepared,  by 
retaining  with  the  Senate  the  whole  power  over  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  was  desirous  of  manifesting,  by  his  vote  on 
this  occasion,  that  he  believed  U  safer  there  than  in  other 
hands. 

He  deemed  it  useless  to  authorize  a  call  to  order, with- 
out accompanying  it  with  the  power  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  call,  and  lookin{^,  therefore,  to  this  amendment,  as 
clothing  the  Vice  President  with  the  power  of  enforcing 
his  decisions,  by  controlling  discussion  on  this  floor,  he 
found  it  difficult  to  imag%ie  an  occasion,  in  which  such 
power  would  be  necessary,  or  in  which  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  use  it. 

By  the  principles  of  our  free  Government,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  habits  of  our  people,  a  liberal  latitude  of  de- 
bate is  proper  and  allowable.  What  words  may  be  dis- 
orderly,  is  not  unfre<juently  a  question  full  of  difficulty, 
more  likely  to  be  satisfactorily  decided  by  the  Senators 
themselves,  according  to  their  own  sense  of  propriety,* 
than  by  another  person,  in  conformity  with  any  system  of 
rules  whatsoever. 

From  the  character  of   Parliamentary  discussion,  a 


would  have  a  motive  to  use  it,  where  it  should  be  exert-    scope  of  remark,  more  or  less  discursive  and  desultor)", 
ed  b^  no  one.  j  wa^  to  be  expected,  and  he  thought  strictly  allowable. 


His  experience  in  this  body  had  taught  him  that  there 
was  little  necessity  for  any  rule  here,  respecting  order  and 
decorum  in  debate.  The  dignifled  forbearance  and  liberal 
comity  which  had  uniformly  marketl  the  deliberations  of 
the  Senate,  themselves,  created  a  law,  and  imposed  re- 
traints,  more  efficient  than  any  written  rule.    Tney  arose 
from  a  consciousness  of  the  possession  of  the  ulthnate 
power  to  enforce  respect  for  the  rules  of  decorum,  by 
other  means,  when  these  failed.    In  such  a  body,  he  said, 
that  was  the  only  efficient  law.     It  was  the  g^at  moral 
influence  of  the  power  of  the  body  for  its  own  preserva- 
tion, which,  like  thatof  punishing  for  contempt,  or  breach 
of  privilege, 'required  no  written  oode  ?  which  was  within 
us  and  around  us,  accompanied  Us  in  all  our  walks,  was 
our  shield  and  buckler,  and,  though  strong  as  iron,  was 
yet  light  as  air.     He  believed  this  mural  force  was  weak- 
ened  by  too  much  speciality  in  regulations  of  order,  as 
the  multiplying  rules  of  order  not  unfrequently  led  to 
disorder,     \fter  all,  he  said,  our  main  reliance  was  upon 
our  own  sense  of  self-respect,  of  what  Was  due  to  the 
Senate,  to  the  country,  and  to  ourtelvea,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  a  higher  power  to  be  exerted,  when  every  thing 
else  failed.  On  slight  occasions,  the  exertion  of  any  power 
over  this  subject  would  be  injudicious — m  those  of  g^eat 
emergrenoy,  that  of  the  Senate  only  would  be  proper. 

A  call  to  order,  if  confined  to  admonition  merely, would 
be  unavailing  where  this  power  ought  properly  to  be  ex- 
erted \  but  it  is  the  power  of  enforc'mg  obedience  to  the 
call,  by  punisbment  proper  for  the  offence,  by  degrading 


Political  disquisition,  in  many  instances,  defied  the  re- 
straint of  logical  precision  ;  and,  in  the  discussion  of  the 
g^eat  political  measures  of  this  Government,  connecting 
themselves  with  the  policy  of  an  administration,  and  the 
character  and  ambition  of  public  men,  a  free  and  exces- 
sive range  of  debate  was  essential  to  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  the  dearest  privilege  of  the  citizen.  To  detect,  in 
all  cases,  what  would  be  such  a  departure  from  the  pro- 
per license  as  would  be  deemed  impertinent  and  disor- 
derly, was  scarcely  practicable.  In  such  a  body  as  this,  we 
cannot  erect  a  common  standard  for  all.  Every  man  is 
not  a  dialectician,  or  severely  disciplined  by  the  rules  of 
logic.  We  are  not  to  forget  the  composition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Union,  the  wide  range  from  which  its 
members  are  selected,  or  the  diversity  of  their  minds,  ha- 
bits, and  education.  We  come  here  inspired  with  a  patri- 
otic ardor,  placing  a  high  value  upon  the  virtues  of  the 
People,  holding  the  Government  in  all  things  strictly  ac- 
countable for  its  actions,  and  our  constituents  expect  from 
us  a  free  exposure  of  our  opinions  of  men  and  measures. 
It  is  in  this  way  that  much  useful  information  is  diffused 
throughout  the  Unit>n,  and  the  attention  of  the  People  fix- 
ed upon  the  operations  of  the  Government  and  the  conduct 
of  public  men.  The  People  who  send  us  have  a  right 
to  expect  the  representative  to  be  tolerated  and  heard, 
though  he  may  not  be  skilled  in  all  the  niceties  of  parlia- 
mentary order.  He  meant  not  to  excuse  indecorous  lan- 
guage, or  mere  personality,  but  he  thought  the  liberty  of 
speech  flourished  best  untrammelled  by  too  much  rule  i 
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but,  reirulated  by  tJiose  salutary  restraints  imposed  by  the 
influence  of  a  liberal  education,  good  taste,  and  strong  na- 
tive sense  of  the  speaker  and  his  audience,  close  argument, 
in  strict  conformity  with  cold  logical  deduction,  might 
best  comport  with  his  habits  of  Uiought  and  action ;  and 
a  mild,  but  firm,  exposure  of  political  abuses,  might  fall 
less  harshly  upon  his  ear,  and  produce  equal  eiTect  upon 
his  mind  ;  but  he  would  not,  for  that  reason,  bring  all 
others  to  the  same  standard.     Nor  would  he  disguise  the 

Eleasure  with  which  he  oflen  heard  and  was  lustructed 
y  the  briHiant  efforts  of  a  bolder  and  more  highly  gifted 
genius,  which,  defying  all  rule,  sported  in  Its  own  pecu- 
liar element. 

It  had  been  aptly  said,  by  one  of  the  greatest  orators  of 
modem  days,  "  that  it  was  the  nature  of  genius  to  break 
*'  from  the  fetters  of  criticism,  though  its  wanderings 
'*  were  sanctioned  by  its  majesty  and  wisdom  when  it  ad- 
"  vances  in  its  path — and  was  tamed  into  dulness  when 
•*  subjected  to  rule."  Mr.  McL.  said,  the  liberty  of  this 
country  could  not  exist  without  a  rational  freedom  of 
speech  and  action,  which  sliould  only  be  pt^vented  from 
degenerating  into  licentiousness.  In  the  language  of  tiie 
orator  from  whom  he  had  already  borrowed,  "he  must 
«  be  content  to  take  Liberty ,  the  fast  best  gif>,  just  as  she 
**  is — we  may  pare  her  down  into  bashful  irregularity, 
"  and  shape  her  into  a  perfect  model  of  severe  scrupulous 
"  law,  but  she  would  then  be  Liberty  no  longer." 

He  desired  not  to  be  understood,  by  these  observations, 
as  extending  impugnity  to  every  thing  that  may  be  utter- 
ed* in  debate  on  this  floor,  but  as  contending  merely  that 
the  line  of  this  indulgence  CAonot  well  be  fixed  by  rule. 
The  liberty  of  speech  here  implies  as  much  observance 
of  order,  positive  or  otherwise,  .is'  is  consistent  with  the 
right  boldly  and  freely  to  expose  to  the  People  the  real 
character  of  all  subjects  which  it  concerns  their  interest 
to  know.  What  that  latitude  is,  cannot  be  well  promul- 
gated in  the  abstract,  but  should  be  judged  of  in  the  par- 
ticular instance,  and  by  those  whose  deliberations  were 
to  be  affected.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  ultimate  power 
io  the  Senate,  to  which  he  had  adverted,  was  sufficient 
for  this  purpose  ;  and,  if  used  with  a  wise  forbearance, 
few  occasions  would  call  for  its  interference.  It  was  his 
pride,  to  hope  and  to  feel  that  the  Senate  was  not  imme- 
diately exposed  to  the  violence  of  political  storm8,whicb, 
though  they  might  sometimes  sweep  over  us,  unless  we 
followed  them,  and  mingled  in  the  tumult,  would  leave 
us  on  the  high  ground  on  which  the  Constitution  had 
placed  us. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  he  should  not 
have  thought  of  offering  the  amendment  now  under  con- 
sideration ;  but,  while  the  rules  were  under  discussion, 
he  thought  it  best  to  make  them  as  perfect  as  possible. 
At  present  all  things  were  tranquil ;  but  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  tlie  country  might  not  always  remain,  and  it 
was  desirable  that  aU  measures  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
■eTve  it.  If  the  question  involved  in  this  amendment  had 
already  gone  forth  amon^  the  People,  and  caused  some 
commotion,  it  was  high  time  that  it  sliould  be  finally  set- 
tled. He  had  always  considered  it  the  right  exvi  termini 
of  the  President  to  quell  all  disorders  of  whatever  descrip- 
tion. 

The '  question  was,  whether  it  should  not  be  the  right 
of  the  President  to  call  to  order,  giving  the  privilege  to 
any  member  to  call  for  a  revision  of  the  decision  by  the 
Senate.  It  was  a  rule  of  the  Senate  for  thirty-five  years, 
for  the  President  to  call  to  order,  and  he,  himself,  had 
been  the  subject  of  it.  He  had  been  called  to  order  by 
his  late  venerable  friend  Mr.  Gaillard-  He  had  appealed 
to  the  Senate  to  say  whether  he  was  out  of  order,  and  the 
decision  was,  that  there  could  be  no  appeal.  It  seemed 
to  be  assumed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  they  were  going 
to  place  a  tyrant  in  tlie  Chair,  and  that  ag^iist  his  lawless 
rule  it  was  necessary  t9  provide.    This  did  not  produce 


any  effect  on  his  mind.     While  a  Vice  President  was  in 
tJie  Chair  he  had  no  fear.     While  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate  was  one  in  whom  the  People  had  confidence, 
and  who  reached  his  elevation  legally*  ^^  saw-  no  cause 
of  apprehension.     In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
members  or  the  Chair  have  the  right  to  call  to  order.     If 
it  did  not  exist  in  the  office  of  Vice  President,  the  Senate 
had  the  right  to  give  it  to  him  ;  and  he  was  in  favor  of 
doing  so.     As  to  the  supposition  that  the  Vice  President 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  did  not  believe  tlie 
position  could  be  maintained,  ^  he  was  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  he  was  made  part  of  the  body  hy  the  Con- 
stitution.    It  was  true  that  all  the  powers  formerly  ex- 
ercised by  the  Chair  had  not  been  considered  inalienable. 
For  instance,  the  manner  of  nominating  committees  had 
been  changed  several  times,  and  at  present  that  duty  was 
transferred  to  the  Senate  itself.     But  there  were  other 
powers  which  were  entirely  incidental  to  the  Chair,  and 
could  be  vested  no  where  else.    A  gentleman  gets  up, 
and  makes  a  certain  proposition.    Does  not  the  Chair  tell 
him  he  is  put  of  order  ?    This  ia  done  every  day.     When 
two  members  rose  also  at  the  same  time,  power  was  given 
to  the  presiding  officer  to  say  whose  turn  it  was  to  speak 
first.     If  the  principle  now  attempted  to  be  established 
were  correctly  founded,  why  should  this  power  pertain 
entirely  to  the  presiding  officer  ?     Why  shoultl  not  one 
of  the  forty-eight  members  do  this  ^    It  would  be  idle  to 
argue  in  this  way ;  and  it  was,  Mr.  S.  considered,  strong 
proof  that  the  Vice  President  had  aU  the  powers  incidental 
to  his  situation.  If  they  looked  even  to  ordinary  societies, 
they  should  find  that  they  elected  their  President,  who, 
by  the  election,  was  invested  with  all  necesnry  powers 
for  directing  the  business  of  the  meetings.     He  becomes 
at  once  tlie  judge  of  what  is  to  be  done,  and  the  director 
of  the  mode  in  which  it  shall  be  done.     I,  for  one,  said 
Mr.  S.,  am  for  giving  power  to  the  Chair,  if  there  is  any 
serious  doubt  of  his  possessing  it.    I  think  there  is  no 
danger  in  giving  him  such  a  power.    If  two  roembera 
were  to  quarrel  acrcMis  the  house,  would  the  Chair  decline 
interfering  >     Or,  suppose  that  a  Senator  were  to  go  at 
length  into  the  consideration  of  a  subject  entirely  fbreign 
to  tiie  question  in  hand,  and  talk  of  the  Army  or  the  Navy 
when  the  question  of  the  proper  location  of  a  road  was  ' 
before  the  Senate  ?  or  discuss  the  expediency  of  an  ap- 
propriation, when  no  appropriaitton  was  contemplated  f 
Woukl  the  Chair  sit  silent  and  permit  this  irrelevancy  } 
Certainly  not.     If  he  did,  an  individual  might  talk  here 
a  whole  day,  and  arrive  at  nothing.     There  were  rules, 
the  enforcement  of  which  could  not  be  taken  from  the 
Chair  without  making  the  Senate  a  mere  nullity.  It  would 
be,  in  fact,  throwing  a  new  and  inconvenient  duty  into  the 
hands  of  the  members,  by  setling  them  to  watch  over  and 
administer  the  rulrs,  wliich,  in  reality,  belongs  to  the  P/e- 
sident. 

The  House  of  Representatives  was  so  fully  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  some  vigorous  depository  of  this  power 
to  presei-ve  order,  that  they  had  taken  awsy  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  call  of  the  Chair.  He  believed  that  every 
deliberative  body  must  have  a  presiding  officer,  and  that 
individual  ought  to  have  the  requisite  authority  for  con« 
serving  the  order  of  the  meeting,  and  advancing  the  pro- 
gress of  the  public  business.  That  this  duty  might  not 
be  embarrassing,  and  to  relieve  the  feelings  of  the  Chair- 
man, an  appeal  to  the  body  ought  to  be  allowed.  If, 
therefore,  no  other  person  made  the  motion,  Mr.  S.  should 
move  that  the  Preudent  have  power  to  call  to  order,  and 
a  right  of  appealing  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  said  that,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  fW>m 
Maryland,  he  owed  it  to  himself  to  say,  that  his  remarks 
had  been  made  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
who  thought  the  Constitution  gave  to  the  Vice  Preai- 
sident  the  power  of  calling  to  order  without  appealing  to 
the  Senate.    It  was  in  regard  to  this  statement  that  he 
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had  wid  that  such  a  construction  would  clothe  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  with  a  tremendous  power.  But  he 
did  not  believe  any  such  thinjf.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Senate  had  a  right  to  give  the  power  to  tlie  Vice  Pre- 
mdent  to  call  to  enter,  with  or  without  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Mckinley  merely  rose  to  give  the  opinions  which 
would  influence  his  vote.  He  looked  upon  all  objections 
to  the  amendment  as  having  a  bearing  upon  the  Consti- 
tutional question.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident was  not  a  member  of  this  body.  If  tliis  declaration 
were  modified  so  as  to  be  that  he  was  not  a  Senator,  he 
would  agree  to  it.  But  he  maintained  that  he  was  a 
member.  The  a]*gument  appears  to  be  grounded  on  the 
fact  that  the  Senate  does  not  eleot  hinu  We  complain 
that  we  do  not  elect  him.->that  he  is  not  a  member— but 
against  whom  do  we  complain  ?  Against  the  People^  of 
the  United  States.  They  elect  him  4  and  they,  by  the 
Constitution,  declate  that  he  shall  preside  over  the  de- 
liberations of  the  Senate.  I  say,  then,  said  Mr.  lAcK.,  it 
is  the  Vice  President  to  whom  the  powers  natUTftUy  be- 
longing to  a  preluding  officer  should  be  accorded.  Who 
is  to  do  the  duty  but  him  ?  Who  else  slu>uld  preserve 
order,  so  necessary  to  the  effectual  performance  of  the 
duties  of  Senators  >  It  had  been  said  that  he  possessed 
no  inherent  power.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  McK.,  understand 
the  term.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  officer  of  Qovem- 
roent  possessed  inherent  power,*  he  rather  thought  all 
powers  under  the  Constitution  were  delegated^  He  would 
ask  in  what  the  difference  consisted  between  the  duties 
of  fthe  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
President  of  this  body  ?  He  did  not  see  the  great  dis- 
tincdon  that  had  been  imagined.  But  the  great  objec- 
tion was,  that  the  Vice  President  not  being  responsible  to 
this  body,  we  cannot  expel  him  in  case  of  misconduct. 
But  again,  I  ask,  whose faidt  is  it  that  we  are  so  restricted? 
And  again,  I  answer,  that  of  the  People  and  the  Consti- 
tution. And  are  we  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  Constitution, 
and  say  that,  because  the  presidini?  officer  is  elected  dif- 


ferently, we  will  not  give  him  the  power  necessary  for 
the  proper  performance  of  his  duties  ?  Order  must  be 
preserved  by  some  one  ;  and  it  is  preserved  by  the  Viee 
President  in  the  Senate,  under  a  cUuse  in  the  Const-itution. 
It  was  surely  not  the  particular  duty  of  a  member  to  call 
another  to  order.  He  is  the  interested  person,  and  ought 
to  be  free  from  all  interference  in  the  duty.  There  should 
be  an  authority  above  him  to  judge  cooly  of  the  propriety 
of  the  procedure.  He  wished  to  know  whether  there 
was  not  a  general  rule  in  every  deliberative  body  for  this 
purpose  >  Where  did  the  discretion  rest,  but  in  the 
hands  of  the  presiding  officer  1  The  Vice  President  is  a 
member  of  this  body;  he  has  a  modifled  influence  in  mak- 
ing of  all  laws,  as  he  has  the  casting  vote^  and  can  ap- 
prove or  negative  eyery  measure.  Was  it  -not  proper  that 
the  power  should  be  delegated  to  the  Vice  President, 
from  the  forty-^ight  Senators,  to  preserve  order  ?  He 
thought  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  expediency  of 
this  measure  ;  and  under  this  impression  was  in  favor  ot 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  remarked,  that  if  it  was  correct  to 
say,  as  the  Senator  firom  Alabama  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat  had  said,  that  the  Senate  had  no  power,  nor  was  it 
the  right  of  any  Senator,  to  call  a  member  of  that  body 
to  order,  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  he  would  ask,  from 
whence  is  derived  the  power  to  adopt  this  amendment  ? 
Its  object  is,  to  invest  the  Chair  with  a  power,  which  it 
teems  to  have  been  conceded  by  all,  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  this  body  does  not  now  possess,  at  least  under  the 
existing  rules.  Now,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  Senate  itself 
hath  not  such  a  power,  can  it  be  contended,  that  they  may 
transfer  to  another,  rights  or  powers  which  they  do  not 
themselves  possess  >  Surely  it  cannot  be  correct  to  give 
what  the  donor  hath  not  to  bestow ;  nor  can  the  grantee 
derive  any  thing  from  such  a  discussion. 


Mr.  M*RINLEY  here  explained.  He  said,  that  he  had 
not  meant  to  contend,  that  the  Senate  had  no  power,  or 
that  any  Senator  had  Jiot  the  right,  but  merely  that  it  wal 
not  the  duty  of  any  particular  Senator  to  exert  this  right, 
of  calling  a  member  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 
Mr.  TAZEWELL  reaumed.  I  am  happv  to  hear  from 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  that  he  admiu  the  right  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  each  and  every  member  of  this  body,  to 
exercise  the  power  which  the  amendment  proposes  to 
confer  upon  the  Chair.  The  difference  <34  opinion  be- 
tween this  honorable  Senator  and  myself,  in  rehrtioh  to 
this  subject,  is  then  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  space  in- 
deed. He  admits  the  right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each 
of  its  members ;  and  denies  that  the  presiding  officer  of 
tliis  body  enjoys  this  right  at  present.  He  ^inks  it  ex- 
pedient, however,  that  this  officer  should  possess  such  a 
Eower,  because  it  is  not  the  special  duty  of  any  particu- 
Lr  Senator  to  exercise  the  right  which  confessedly  belongs 
to  him.  And  thinking  so,  the  Senator  from  Alabama  is 
willing  to  grant  such  a  power  to  the  Chair,  provided  it  is 
limited  and  restricted  as  the  amendment  proposes.  I  con- 
cur in  the  greater  part  of  this  opmion,  although  not  for 
the  reason  assigned  by  this  honorable  Senator.  To  me 
if  has  always  appeared,  tliat  the  rights  of  public  agents 
of  all  kinds,  were  bestowed  upon  them,  not  for  thtir  own, 
but  for  the  public  good  f  and  therefore,  jliat  all  such  rights 
conferred,  were  in  truth  but  duties  imposed.  Being  du- 
ties, we  have  not  the  rif^ht  to  abandon  their  discharge, 
whHe  we  retain  the  station  to  which  such  duties  attach  : 
hut  we  are  bound  to  meet  the  responsibility  they  impose^ 
without  seeking  to  transfer  the  duty,  and  with  it  the  re- 
sponsibility, to  any  other.  As,  however,  it  is  unquestion- 
ably  within  the  competency  of  the  Senate  to  do  this  act, 
ana  as  some  trifling  convenience  may  possibly  result  from 
it,  (limited  as  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  power  granted) 
I  should  have  been  quite  indifferent  as  to  the  fiite  of  this 
amendment,  but  for  arguments  of  a  v^ry  different  kind 
from  those  uiYed  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  which 
have  been  offered  in  its  support,  by  our  Senators,  who 
have  declared  their  purpose  to  vote  with  him  in  its  favor. 
To  such  arguments  I  can  never  yield  even  the  assent  of 
silence ;  and  it  is  rather  to  contest  theic  correctness  and 
truth,  than  to  oppose  the  amendment  offered,  that  I  have 
risen  to  address  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  Mr.  [Rvoolks]  has  supported 
this  amendment,  because,  as  he  supposes,  it  conveys  no 
new  power  to  the  presiding  officer  of  this  body,  but  is 
merely  declaratory  of  a  pre-existing  right  of  that  officer, 
a  right  which  that  Senator  styles  ••  an  inherent  right,"  ap- 
pertaining to  him  virtute  officii,  and  which  is  derived  not 
fVom  our  rules,  but  &om  the  constitution  itself.  Now  if 
it  be  true,  that  this  power  is  derived  to  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  this  botly  from  the  constitution,  from  whence  does 
the  Senate  acquire  the  right  to  limit  and  abridge  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  constitutional  authority  of  that  officer?  Gen- 
tlemen must  either  abandon  this  argument,  which  asserts 
an  inherent  right  in  the  presidin^^  officer  of  this  body,  de- 
rived to  him  under  the  constitution,  viriuU  officii  .•  or  they 
must  abandon  this  amendment,  which  proposes  to  limit 
and  abridge  this  right.  The  distinction  of  a  rule  merely 
declaratory,  will  not  serve  to  reconcile  the  direct  repuir- 
nance  of  the  two  propositions.  A  mere  declaration  of 
right,  asserts  that  which  existed  before,  and  leaves  it  to 
remain  upon  the  ground  of  original  right.  It  neitlier 
gives  or  takes  away  any  thing.  This  amendment  how. 
ever  limits  and  abridges  the  power,  which  it  is  supposed 
to  declare  as  nre-existent  under  the  Constitution.  But  no 
department  or  this  government  can  limit  or  abridge  the 
rights  of  any,  derived  under  the  Constitution.  This 
amendment  then  must  either  be  abandoned,  or  this  doc- 
trine of  inherent  right  must  be  abandoned. 

When  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  others  who  have  aroti. 
ed  like  him,  speak  of  inherent  eights,  and  mean  thereby 
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rights  not  specially  granted  by  the  Constitution,  but  ap- 
pertaining to  their  supposed  possessors  virttUe  officii  mere- 
ly, they  urge  no  new  doctrine,  but  repeat  only  what  has 
<men  befl&re  been  asserted,  in  many  different  forms,  and 
always  denied  whenever  it  has  been  asserted.  In  this 
country,  there  are  not  now,  and  since  1776  never  could 
be,  any  such  inherent  powers,  in  any  of  our  Govern- 
ments, or  in  any  functionary  under  these  governments. 
Here,  all  the  powers  of  government,  or  of  any  of  its  of- 
ficers, are  delegated  powers,  the  utmost  extent  and  limit 
of  which,  is  necessarily  limited  and  defined  by  the  grants 
under  which  they  may  be  claimed  ;  and  beyond  or  beside 
these  limits,  no  powers  exist  legitimately.  In  ancient  in- 
stitutions, whose  origin  and  the  extent  of  whose  powers 
are  hidden  in  the  obscurity  of  remote  antiquity,  there  ex- 
ists some  reason  for  this  pretension  of  inherent  rights.  As 
to  such  institutions,  the  first  we  know  of  them  is,  that 
they  then  existed,  and  existed  in  the  admitted  exercise  of 
powers,  whence  derived,  or  to  what  extending,  we  do 
not  know.  The  right  to  the  power  claimed  was  there- 
fore inferred  from  its  admitted  exercise  ;  and  the  limit  of 
this  power  is  measiu^d,  by  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
power  so  possessed.  *  It  is  from  such  sources  only  that 
Kings  derive  their  prerogatives,  parliaments  their  unde 


gentleman  is  also  authorized,  in  the  same  way,  to  keep 
order  in  the  body  over  which  he  too  presides,  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  You  may 
call  the  inherent  power  of  the  one  of  these  officers  by  the 
modest  term  of  privilege,  if  you  please,  but  I  humbly 
conceive  you  can  affix  no  appropriate  name  to  the  inher- 
ent, and  undefined  powers  of  the  other,  but  that  of  pre- 
rogative ?  and  no  Senator,  I  persuade  myself,  can  be 
found  an  open  advocate  for  any  such  odious  power  as  this, 
call  it  by  what  name  you  please,  or  locate  it  where  you 
can. 

This  analogy  between  the  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent is  complete,  and  runs  througii.  Th«  President  has 
the  right,  and  is  bound  by  his  duty,  I  admit,  to  keep  or- 
der in  the  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  But 
how  and  why  is  he  to  do  this  >  By  taking  care  that  their 
laws  are  faithf\iUy  executed,  and  that  the  powers  especi- 
ally delegated  to  him  by  the  Constitution,  are  duly  exert- 
ed  within  the  limits  of  his  prescribed  autliority.  All  this 
is  specifically  required  of  him  by  the  Constitution  itself ; 
and  without  this  special  requirement,  he  could  not  per- 
form one  of  his  executive  functions.  If  he  may  go  beyond 
this  limit,  he  enters  immediately  upon  the  boundless  field 
of  prerogative,  whose  most  odious  character  is,  ihat  it  is 


fined  privileges,  and  ancient  courts  their  jurisdiction.  In  1  undefined  {  and  then,  who  may  say  where  he  should  stopP 
this  country,  however,  where  all  our  institutions  are  new-    So  too  it  is  the  right  of  the  Vice  President,  and  he  is  also 


ly  created,  and  stand  upon  the  foundation  of  written  char- 
ters, where  all  our  offices  are  created  by  written  laws,  de- 
fining their  uses,  and  so  limiting  their  authority,  a  claim 
to  inherent  power  is  contrary  to  the  prihciples  which  pro- 
duced such  a  state  of  things,  and  equally  opposed  to  all 
sound  construction  of  grants.  Whatever  rights  exist  here 
in  public  functionaries  of  any  kind,  exist  not  as  inherent 
in  the  thing  existing,  but  as  granted  to  the  thing  created. 
Granted  by  its  creator  under  the  instrument  creating  it ; 
and  necessarily  limited  thereby,  because  it  is  a  grant. 

It  is  true,  that  when  the  instniment  creating  an  office, 
instead  of  defining  its  powers,  by  an  enumeration  of  all 
the  qualities  with  which  it  is  meant  to  endow  the  officer, 
•ffects  this  limitation  in  a  description  given  by  the  use  of 
some  old  and  well  known  word,  there  the  extent  of  the 
powers  so  granted  must  be  sought  for,  in  the  meaning  of 
the  descriptive  terms  used.  In  such  cases,  we  must  re- 
cur to  the  approved  definition  of  the  well  known  terms 
employed,  in  order  to  measure  the  extent  of  the  powers 
and  rights  thereby  transferred.  But  having  once  ascer- 
tained what  that  definition  is,  the  extent  of  the  grant  is 
limited  thereby,  as  perfectly,  as  if  all  the  qualities  com- 
prehended by  the  definition,  had  been  inserted  by  ap- 
propriate names  in  the  concession  itself.  It  is  thus  we 
ascertain  the  limits  of  the  powers  of  Congress  over  person- 
al liberty,  in  the  prohibition  of  the  constitution  to  suspend 
the  well  known  writ  of  Habeas  Corpua.  It  is  thus  we  de- 
rive many  of  the  powers  possessed  by  tliose  bodies  which 
are  described  by  the  well  known  term  Courts.  And  it  is 
thus  we  are  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  privilege  of 
trial  by  Jury  in  criminal  cases.  It  would  be  vain,  how- 
ever, to  refer  to  these  sources  of  power,  to  discover  the 
right  said  to  be  inherent  in  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
body,  of  calling  a  member  to  order,  for  words  spoken  in 
debate. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  is  made  bv  the 
constitution  the  presiding  officer  oftliisbody,  and  occupies 
In  relation  to  the  Senate,  a  position  analogous  to  that  which 
the  President  of  the  United  States  occupies  in  relation  to 
the  g^eat  body  of  the  people,  over  whom,  he  too  is  called  by 
thu  Constitution  to  preside.  If  then,  it  is  true,  tliat  any  in- 
herent rights  appertain  to  the  one  presiding  officer,  viriute 
officii  as  President  of  the  Senate,  inherent  rights  must  also 
appertain  to  the  otlier  presiding  efficer,  viriute  officii  as 
President  of  the  United  States.  If  the  first  ot  these 
gentlemen  is  authorized,  in  virtue  of  his  undelegated  but 
inherent  right,  to  keep  order   in  this  body,  the   other 


bound  by  his  duty,  1  admit,  to  keep  order  in  the  Senate. 
Rut  how  is  he  to  do  this  ?  By  taking  care  that  their  rules, 
which  are  their  laws,  arc  faithfully  executed  ?  and  that 
all  their  powers,  specially  delegated  to  him  by  these 
rules,  are  duly  exerted  within  the  limit  prescribed  to  him 
therebv.  Without  this  special  delegation  of  power  by 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  the  Vice  President,  as  President 
of  the  Senate,  could  do  n«  act,  except  to  vote  when  this 
body  is  equally  divided;  which  is  the  only  authority  given 
to  him  by  the  Constitution.  '  The  rules  of  the  Senate  are 
to  their  presiding  officer,  precisely  what  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  are  to  the  President.  The 
fitter  may  not  exercise  any  power  beyond  or  beside  the 
limits  prescribed  to  him  by  this  Constitution  and  these 
laws,  nor  may  Uie  former  legitimately  claim  any  power  be- 
yond x}r  beside  the  limits  prescribed  to  him  by  the  rules 
of  the  Senate,  except  in  the  single  case,  before  mentioi>- 
ed,  the  very  specification  of  which  in  the  Constitution, 
is  conclusive  to  shew,  that  all  others  were  intended  to  be 
thereby  excluded. 

If  gentlemen  will  but  settle  in  their  own  minds  the 
meaning' properly  belonging  to  the  terms  we  employ  in 
this  debate,  I  scarcely  think  they  can  differ  in  opinion. 
What  is  disorder,  which  we  all  agree  ought  to  be  suppres- 
sed }  It  is  nothing  more  than  a  breach  of  order.  And 
what  is  order,  which  every  one  concurs  ought  to  be  pre- 
served ?  Nothing  more  than  the  observance  of  prescribed 
rules.  None  may  prescribe  rules  to  another,  however,  ex- 
cept he  be  superior  to  that  other,  or  is  specially  autlioria- 
ed  so  to  do  by  some  common  superior  of  both.  Now  can 
any  gentleman  read  the  Constitution,  which  specially  au- 
thorizes the  Senate  to  prescribe  its  own  rules,  and  then 
say  that  such  a  power  belongs  to  its  presiding  officer  > 
Or  is  there  any  Senator  prepared  to  concede,  that  in  re- 
ference to  this  matter  of  prescribing  rules  of  orderly  pro- 
ceeding for  the  Senate,  the  presiding. officer,  who  has  no 
authonty  given  to  him,  is  the  superior  of  that  body  upon 
which  the  whole  power  over  the  subject  is  expressly  con- 
ferred ? 

Mr.  President,  suppose  that,  instead  of  renouncing  all 
pretension  to  this  inherent  power  which  is  now  claimed 
for  you,  you  had  asserted  a  claim  to  enjoy  it,  and  that  the 
Senate  had  denied  the  legitima<:y  of  the  claim.  Does  any 
one  doubt,  that,  under  tiieir  clear  right  to  prescribe  the 
rules  of  their  own  proceeding,  the  Senate  might  properly 
establish  a  rule  convertiqg  what  you  might  call  disorder 
into  order,  or  vict  versa ;  and  that  you  would  be  bound  to 
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obey  this  rule  ?  But,  if  so,  what  becomes  of  this  inherent 
right }  You  then  would  stand  the  mere  minister,  not  of 
your  own  but  of  the  Senate's  wUl,  bound  to  conform  to 
their  behests  in  all  things,  except  in  the  single  case  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Conalitution,  in  which  the  Senate  being 
equ^Uy  divided  could  have  no  will.  And  even  as  to  this 
case/your  power  to  bind  the  Senate  is  not  enjoyed  be- 
cause it  is  an  inherent  power,  but  because  it  a  power  spe- 
cially  delegated. 

I  ask  of  Senators  who  contend  for  this  inherent  right  in 
the  Chair,  (which  you,  sb,  have  so  properly,  I  think, 
disclaimed,)  and  who  announce  their  purpose  to  vote  for 
tlie  adoption  of  this  amendment,  what  will  be  their  situ- 
ation if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  and  a  case  arises,  in 
which,  upon  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chan*,  the 
Senate  should  differ  from  their  presiding  officer,  and  re- 
verse his  decree  >  Will  this  inherent  power,  supposed  to 
reside  in  the  Chair,  and  to  be  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
tion itself,  over-ride  the  power  expressly  delegated  to  the 
Senate,  to  prescribe  their  own  rules  of  proceeding,  and 
susUin  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  although  reversed  by 
the  Senate  ?  Or  will  the  expressly  granted  powers  of  the 
Senate  silence  the  supposed  inherent  right  of  the  Chair 
and  out  down  the  reversed  decree  ?  If  the  two  powers 
conflict,  they  cannot  co-exist.  The  appeal  must  be  eitlier 
nugatory  or  efficient.  It  cannot  be  both.  If  the  right 
ot  appeal  is  efficient,  it  can  only  be  so  because  this  sup- 
posed inherent  right  of  the  Chair  is  subordinate  to  the 
appellate  power  reserved  by  the  Senate,  and  therefore 
not  derived  to  the  Chair  from  the  Constitution.  And  if 
tlie  right  of  appeal,  which  the  amendment  reserves,  is 
nugatory,  how  can  gentlemen  justify  to  themselves  the 
assertion  of  a  high  power,  which  they  are  prepared  to 
abandon  whenever  the  case  arises  wherein  the  power  is 
to  be  exerted  ? 

It  has  been  said,  that  those  who  like  me,  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  this  inherent  power  in  the  Chair,  and  who  will 
not  consent  to  g^ve  it  as  a  gjanted  power,  because  it  may 
be  abused,  and  by  one'  not  responsible  to  the  Senate  for 
such  .abuse,  that  we  are  complaining  of  the  Constitution, 
which  bestowed  this  character  upon  our  presiding  offi- 
cer. I  deny  this.  Our  complaint,  if  any  such  has  been 
uttered,  is  not  against  the  Constitution,  but  against  those 
who,  accordhig  to  our  judgment,  misinterpret  that  Con- 


act,  is  not  now,  and  never  ought  to  be,  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  its  executive  officer,  who  by  the  tenure  of 
his  office,  is  irresponsible  to  the  body  itself ;  but  as  in 
the  other  case,  should  always  be  restrained  by  the  body 
itself,  representing,  as  it  does,  the  Sovereign  States.  If  for 
the  sake  of  their  own  convenience,  the  Senate  shall  choose 
to  impose  this  as  a  duty  on  their  presiding  officer,  and  for 
the  sake  of  security,  shall  guard  iu  exercise  as  this  amend- 
ment proposes  to  do,  by  retaining  the  right  of  appealing 
from  his  decision,  I  feel  quite  indifferent  as  to  such  a 
grant.  But  wh'de  a  single  Senator  shall  claim  such  a  ^ 
power  for  the  Chair,  as  a  right  inherent  in  it,  and  derived 
to  it,  not  from  the  Senate,  but  from  the  Constitution  it- 
self, I  will  oppose  even  such  an  amendment  as  this,  lest 
the  reasons  of  my  vote  may  be  misconceived,  either  by 
the  Chair,  or  by  any  body  else. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  there  was  but  one  question  connect- 
ed with  this  subject,  which  involved  pnnciple,  or  was  in 
any  degree  material,  and  that  was  ,whether  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  as  President  of  the  Senate, 
virtuie  officii,  had  any  power  in  relation  to  questions  of 
onler,  except  such  as  was  conferred  by  the  rules  of  this 
House  >  The  Constitution  declares,  that  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent shall  be  President  of  the  Senate.  It  makes  him  the 
presiding  officer  over  this  branch  of  the  National  JLegis- 
lature,  but  how  he  is  to  preside,  and  by  what  rules  he  is 
to  be  governed,  the  Constitution  is  silent.  The  Consti- 
tution,  however,  expressly  declares  that  this  House  shall 
prescribe  <*  the  rules  of  its  own  proceeding."  And  here 
is  found  the  power,  the  only  pewer,  under  which  rules  of 
order  can  be  made  applicable  to  this  House.  If  the  Vice 
President  has  any  power  in  relation  to  this  matter,  except 
to  expound  and  enforce  such  rules  as  the  Senate  may  pro- 
vide, deriving  that  power  from  the  Constitution,  he  must 
possess  it  entirely  free  from  our  control.  An  inherent  pow- 
er must  make  him  the  sole  and  exclusive  judge,  without 
appeal,  in  all  questions  of  order.  There  can  be  no  limita- 
tion to  such  a  power,  but  the  discretion  of  the  officer  who 
is  to  exercise  it.  This  construction  would  place  the  Se- 
nate at  the  feet  of  an  officer,  neither  elected  by,  nor  re- 
sponsible to  them.  My  construction  of  the  Constitution 
is  very  diftercnt  from  this.  I  look  upon  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, when  taking  hii»  seat,  as  President  of  this  body,  as 
sUnding  precisely  in  the  same  situation  as  the  Speaker  of 


stitution,  when  they  assert  such  powers  to  be  deduced    the  House  of  Uepresentaiives.     Thev  are  both  presiding 
is  the  power  which  it  is  sadd  the  Cliair   officers,  but  they  must  preside  ' '"       *'•  ^' 


from  it.     What 

possesses  under  the  Constitution  ?  The  right  of  stopping 
debate  at  the  will  of  the  presiding  officer.  Now,  I  had 
supposed,  that  at  this  day  it  was  conceded  by  all,  that 
the  freedom  of  the  press  and  the  freedom  of  religion, 
were  rigiits  guarantied  by  the  Constitution,  to  all  its 
subjects  ;  and  that  all  the  legitimate  powers  of  every  de- 
partment of  this  Government  combined,  could  not  deprive 
any  citizen  of  either  of  these  rights.  AH,  however,  must 
admit,  I  think,  that  the  freedom  of  debate  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Halls,  is  a  right  as  valuable,  and  as  perfectly  secured 
by  the  Constitution  as  the  freedom  of  the  press.  If,  then, 
the  powers  of  all  the  departments  of  this  Government 
combined,  is  not  equal  to  restrain  the  one,  which  is  the 
smaller,  how  can  it  be  correct  to  argue,  tliat  the  power  of 
a  single  functionary  of  that  Government  is  equal  to  re- 
strain tlie  other,  whicii  is  the  higher  and  more  important 
privilege  }  The  old  distinction  between  liberty  and  licen- 
tiousness must  not  again  be  invoked  to  aid  this  purpose. 
Tlie  decree  of  the  People  has  gone  abroad,  they  have 
ruled,  that  this  Government  can  not  abridge  the  free- 
dom, under  the  pretext  of  preventing  the  licentiousness 
of  the  press..  That  tliis  licentiousness,  when  it  exists, 
must  be  treated  of  by  them  when  acting  in  a  different  ca- 
pacity than  as  members  of  a  Federal  Union.  That  the 
appeal  must  be  made  to  the  States.  So  too  here,  if  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  this  body  shall  ever  degenerate  into 
licentiousness,  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  such  an 


in  conformity  with  the  rules 
of  the  respective  Houses.  In  these  views,  I  undersUnd 
every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  on  this  subject  (except 
two)  to  concur.  The  rights  of  the  Senate,  therefore, 
are  sufficiently  vindicated.  But  a  distinction  has  been 
taken  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Dickeu- 
»o»,]  between  the  power  of  the  President  in  relation 
to  matters  of  decorum  and  in  relation  to  the  latitude  and 
freedom  of  debate,  which  appears  to  me  not  to  be  well 
founded  ?  the  former,  he  contends,  belongs  to  the  Presi- 
dent by  virtue  of  his  office,  while  the  latter  can  only  be 
derived  from  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  The  correctness 
of  tliis  distinction,  1  think,  may  be  well  doubted.  For 
my  own  part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  President  can 
possess  any  power  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
House,  which  is  not  conferred  by  the  rules  of  this  House. 
With  respect  to  the  class  of  cases  which  have  been  stated, 
such  as  a  disturbance  in  the  lobby,  or  a  4ray  on  the  floor, 
and  others  of  a  similar  character,  tiie  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  enforce  order  is  derived  from  the  rules  of  the 
House.  In  matters  of  such  minor  importance,  and  so  lit- 
tle liable  to  abuse,  the  practice  of  the  House,  for  a  long 
series  of  yeara,  may  well  be  regarded  as  constituting  its 
rules.  .  It  is  a  species  of  common  law  of  all  deliberative 
bodies,  that  no  violent  interruption  of  their  dcUberations 
should  be  suffered.  Hut  there  is  a  wida  distinction  be- 
tween the  exercise  of  this  authority,  by  virtue  of  a  rule  of 
the  Senate,  express  or  implied,  and  the  exercise  of  the 
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same  authority  by  virtue  of  certain  Inherent  powers  de- 
rived  from  the  Constitution.     In  the  former  case  the  Se- 
nate may  change  the  rule  at  pleasure  ;  in  the  latter,  the 
powers  of  the  President  would  be  beyond  their  control. 
Believing,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  the  ConstS- 
tution  has  merely  designated  the  Vice  President,  as  the 
officer  who  is  to  preside  over  this  House,  and  carry  into 
effect  its  "  rule  or  proceeding,"  just  as  the  Speaker  is  to 
enforce  the  rules  of  the  Hou8«  over  which  he  is  to  pre- 
side, it  seemi  dear,  that  if  the  President  possesses  the 
power  n»w  in  dispute,  it  must  be  under  some  rule  either 
express  or  implied.     Now  if  this  was  a  subject  on  which 
we  had  no  wntten  rule,  gentlemen  might  resort  to  the 
usage  of  the  House,  (if  such  had  been  the  usage,  which  I 
do  not  believe  to  be  the  fact,)  in  order  to  show  that  the 
President  possessed  the  power  in  question.    But,  on  this 
subject,  the  existence  of  an  express  written  rule,  must 
prevent  us  from  resorting  to  any  other  source  for  tlie 
powers  of  the  President     The  motle  of  proceeding  in 
case  of  a  violation  of  ©rder,  by  words  spokc^i  in  debate, 
is  prescribed  in  terms  that  seem  to  admit  of  no  doubt  or 
question.     The  sixth  and  seventh  rules  declare  in  sub- 
stance, that  calls  to  order  in  such  cases  can  only  be  made 
by  a  member.     That  the  Senator,  so  called  to  order,  shall 
take  his  seat,  that  the  words  objected  to  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  in  order  to  enable  the  President  to  decide 
whether  the  speaker  is  in  order  or  not.     Now,  let  gentle- 
men compare  this  rule  with  the  corresponding  one  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.    There,  the  rule  provides  that 
*•  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  to  order," 
Itc.     Thci-e,  the  Speaker  is  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is 
to  call  to  order,  in  the  first  instance.  -  Here,  the  President 
is  merely  the  judge,  or  umpire,  between  the  Senators. 
The  difference  in  our  rules  probably  arising  from  the  dif- 
ference in  the  construction   and    character  of  the  two 
Houses. 

With  regard  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  I  do  not  consider  it  very  mate- 
rial whether  it  be  adopted  or  not.  Tliat  part  of  it  which 
provides  for  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  1 
give  my  hearty  assent  to  ;  and  even  if  the  amendment 
sliould  fail,  I  shall  propose  to  incorporate  such  provision 
with  the  existing  rules.  With  respect  to  conferring  on 
the  Chair  the  power  of  regulating  the  freedom  or  latitude 
of  debate,  subject  to  an  appeal  of  the  Senate,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion merely  of  convenience — I  do  not  believe,  that  in  such 
a  body  as  this,  that  it  is  at  all  material  where  the  power 
is  placed  by  the  rules — whether  in  the  hands  of  the  Se- 
nate, or  of  the  Chair,  or  of  both  :  in  any  event,  the  oc- 
casion for  its  exercise  can  very  seldom  occur.  I  feel  In- 
clined, on  tlie  whole,  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  because 
1  do  not  think  that  this  power  vested  in  the  Chair,  subject 
as  is  proposed  in  the  amendment,  to  an  appeal,  would  be 
liable  to  abuse,  but  more  especially,  because  by  adopting 
this  new  rule,  we  will  put  an  end  forever  to  the  dangerous 
pretension  that  has  been  set  up,  not  by  the  Chair,  but  for 
the  Chair,  of  an  inherent  power,  vested  in  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident by  the  Constitution,  of  controling,  in  a  most  alarm- 
ing manner,  the  deliberations  of  this  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Lej!:islature. 

Mr.  EATON  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  was  convinced, 
from  tl)c  course  the  debate  had  taken,  the  subject  would 
not  be  decided  this  day,  and  having  a  proposition  to 
make,  which  could  nut  be  made  after  this  day,  he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  concur  in  a  motion  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  table. 
This  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 
Mr.  EATON  then  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  the  Senate  given  on  1  riday,  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Abraham  Ogden  and  «>thers. 

Mr.  H  AYNE  wisiied  to  know  the  ground  on  which  the 
gentleman  made  this  motion. 

Mr.  EATON  declined   explaining  at  this  time ;    and 
moTcd  an  adjournment. 


Tcesd'at,  Fkbavaiit  12,  1828. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  reported  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  revise  the  rules,  together  with  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  FOOT,  to  the  6th  an4  Tth 
rules. 

Mr.  BARTON  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  upon  its 
own  merits,  without  any  regard  to  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  in  the  memorable  session  of  1825-6^  which  Iwd 
been  so  unnecessarily  drawn  into  this  debate.     The  pre- 
sent  rule  (the  6th)  vests  in  the  President  of  the  Senate 
the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  power  to  decide 'all  questions 
of  order  without  appeal,  giving  him  the  right,  if  he  doubts^ 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate.     The  amendment  barely 
proposes  to  settle  the  disputed  power  of  the  Chair  to  call 
members  to  order  in  debate,  and  fo  restore  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  Uie  right  of  appeal.    This  amendment, 
he  said,  would  assimilate  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
upon  matters  of  order  to  those  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  the  legislative 
bodies  of  the  several  States-of  this  Union,  by  restoring  to 
the  Senate  their  Constitutional  power  of  determining  in 
the  last  resort  upon  all  their  rules  of  proceeding)  and 
was  the  more  proper,  because  the  prending  oflotser  of 
the  Senate  is  not  appointed  by,  nor  amenable  to  the  Se- 
nate,as  the  presiding  ofHcers  of  most  legislative  bodies  are. 
Mr.  B.  said  the  argument  that  had  been  urged  on  this 
floor  by  one  of  the  opponents  of  this  amen&ient,  [Mr. 
Be^toit]  that  such  a  power  in  the  President  to  call  to  or- 
der in  debate,  and  then  to  decide  the  meiifber  to  bo  out 
of  order,  would  be  making  the  President  both  accuser 
and  judge,  had  no  weigtit  in  it — nor,  if  it  had,  was  it  at 
all  applicable  to  the  amendment  before  the  Senate.  Every 
iusticc,  and  every  conservator  of  the  peace,  would  be 
liable  to  the  same  objection  of  being  both  accuser  ami 
^udge,  if  the  discharge  of  an  official  duty  were  to  place  him 
m  the  invidious  character  of  an  accuser.     There  was,  he 
said,  no  similarity  or  just  comparison  between  a  court  and 
the  presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative  assembly;  and,  if  the 
objection  were  a  valid  one,  it  proved  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  almost  all  the  legislative  bodies  in  the  Union  guilty 
of  the  impropriety  of  acting  this  double  character.     He 
had  been  somewhat  surprised,  he  said,  to  find  the  opposi- 
tion to  this  amendment  come  fh>m  gentlemen  who  had 
heretofore  expressed  so  much  horror  and  fears  for  the 
public  liberty,  at  the  idea  of  cyothing  a  presiding  officer 
with  too  mncli  power.     Tet  they  are  content  to  take  the 
niles  as  presented  by  the  select  committee,  leaving  in  the 
Vice  President  the  extraordinary,  if  not  the  unconstitu- 
tional power  of  deciding  all  questions  ef  order,  even  in- 
volving the  great  right  of  freedom  of  debate  on  this  floor, 
without  appeal.   This  amendment,  he  said,  would  restore 
the  Senate  to  its  constitutional  exercise  ^f  power  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  body,  which  was  much  more  ne- 
cessary now  the  presiding  officer  is  not  of  our  own  crea- 
tion, than  it  could  be  in  those  bodies  that  create  and  may 
remove  their  presiding  officer,  should  he  abuse  his  pow- 
ers.   Mr.  n,  repeated,  that  the  scenes  of  1825-6  had  been 
drawn  into  this  debate  most  unnecessarily  and  uncalled 
for,  as  if  by  design  to  obtain  fVom  this  Senate  an  indirect 
sanction  or  condemnation  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
made  at  that  session  upon*  the  subject  of  its  powers  to 

C reserve  order  in  debate.  l*hosc  scenes  should  not  have 
een  interrupted  in  their  passage  to  oblivion,  nor  unne* 
cessarily  recalled  to  revive  the  feelings  of  that  memorable 
epoch  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  Senate.  If,  in- 
deed, that  subject  had  been  revived  by  a  friend  of  the 
Vice  President  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  sense  of  this 
Senate  upon  that  decision,  he  presumed  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent did  not  feel  grateful  to  him  for  such  friendship.  That 
was  a  decision  upon  which  members  of  this  boay  differ 
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widely  m  opiQion.  He  hoped,  he  said,  that  our  Vice  Pre- 
sident had  more  mag^nanimity  and  candor  than  to  make 
pretence  to  injaUibility  ;  and  he  declared  himself  to  be 
one  of  the  members  who  believed  that  dccigibn  of  the 
Chair  to  be  erroneous.  He  believed  the  Chair  possessed, 
and  ought  to  have  exercised,,  the  power  of  confining 
a|ttnber8  to  or  towards  the  subject- before  the  body,  in- 
^Bendently  of  any  of  the  rules  printed  in  that  blue  book, 
(the  printed  rules  of  the  Senate.)  Let  me  suppose,  said 
Mr.  B.,  that  tltis  Senate,  being  a  permanent  and  continu- 
ous b«dy  of  but  a  small  number  of  men,  had  gone  on,  as 
It  might  have  done,  M^ithout  Any  written  rules  at  all  for  its 
Ifovernment,  to  perform  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
•Constitution,  what  th^n  would  have  been  the  powerand 
ihe  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  ?  The  Constitution  says,  in 
one  brief  sentence  applicable  to  both  Houses,**  Each  House 
may  determine  the  rules  of  iu  proceedings."  It  docs  not 
«ay  how  the  determination  shall  be  made;  whether  the 
decisions  of  the  Senate  on  each  case  as  it  might  arise, 
growing  up  at  length  like  the  common  law  itself,  into  a 
code  for  the  goveniment  of  the  body,  shall  be  the  rules 
of  Us  proceedings;  or,  whether  a  set  of  arbitrary  rules 
written  a  priori^  and  liable  to  be  found  either  good  or 
bad,  upon  ezperience,sball  govern  its  proceedings.  Either 
mode  would  be  equally  the  determinations  of  the  Senate, 
and  equally  obligatory  on  tlie  members  and  the  President. 
Nay,  sir,  the  long-settled  practice  of  this  body,  that  has 
^one  on  with  the  sanction- of  many  years,  miglit  be  con- 
sidered a  more  deliberate  determination  of  the  Senate  than 
any  literal  rule,  even  were  there  a  literal  rule  to  the  con- 
truryr.  Upon  what  principle  is  it  that  we  daily  hear  the 
Chair  declare  that  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate 
will  dispense  with  a  written  rule,  even  in  cases  where 
there  is  no  written  rule  to  authorize  such  dispensation  ? 
Is  it  not  upon  the  plain  principle  that  the  power  that  can 
create,  can  dispense  with  the  rule  >  This  Senate  has  the 
same  right  to  form  for  itself  a  parliamentary  law  or  code 
for  its  own  government,  that  the  British  Parliament  or 
any  other  legislative  body  has.  Precedents  made  in  good 
times  were  the  materials  of  which  the  g^eat  system  of  the 
common  law  itself,  so  highly  and  so  justly  cwlogizcd  the 
other  day  by  tlie  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  KoWan] 
was  composed.  Mr.  B.  said,  it  is  an  axiom  derived  from 
.  the  experience  of  mankind,  that  we  arc  not  to  look  for 
those  precedents  that  are  worthy  of  being  followed,  or  of 
entering  into  a  code  for  our  guide,  to  times  of  the  highest 
and  the  worst  of  party  excitements,  such  as  the  session  of 
1825-6  was.  He  should  therefore  look  beyond  that  epoch 
to  the  lialcyon  davs  of  the  predecessor  of  the  present  pre- 
siding officer,  and  see  what  he  [Mr.  Gaii.lab»]  did.  He 
was  placed  in  a  situation  that  g^ve  him  decided  advan- 
tages over  the  present  presiding  oificer—a  situation  that 
grave  peculiar  weight  and  dignity  to  his  decisions,  and  to 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  lii^er  his  long  and  benign  ad- 
ministration. He  presided  in  a  time  when  the  present 
rancor  of  party  strife  was  unknown.  He  stood  aloof,  in 
that  Chair,  from  the  parties  of  the  day.  He  was  not  look- 
ed to  as  the  head  of  any  great  party  in  this  nation,  con- 
tendi'ng  for  rule ;  nor  were  his  decisions  subjected  to  the 
illiberal  imputation  of  having  any  ulterior  object  in  view. 
Drawing  precedents,  then,  from  those  times,  (for  his  ex- 
perience, he  said,  did  not  enable  liim  to  f^o  back  beyond 
that  administration,)  he  considered  the  law  of  the  Senate 
clearly  settled,  that  the  Vice  President  possessed,  and 
ought  to  have  exercised,  the  power  of  restraining  the 
wholly  irrelevant  latitude  of  debate  of  that  period,  which 
has  been  so  unnecessarily  drawn  into  review  upon  the 
discussion  of  this  amendment .  • 

The  officer  to  whom  he  had  alluded  [Mr.  Gaillard] 
was  in  the  constant  practice  of  prescrvmg  order  in  the 
body,  by  calling  back  a  rambling  inember  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate,  when  he  had  gone  entirely  from  it, 
even  in  language  of  the  most  decent  and  orderly  style. 
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True,  he  did  those  things  in  so  mild  and  affable  a  manne^ 
that  the  member  himself  did  not  feel  that  he  had  been  re- 
proved 5  and  the  audience  who  witnessed  the  exercise  of 
the  power,  left  the  Senate  Chamber  without  the  impKs- 
sion  that  any  member  had  been  out  of  order.  His  au- 
thority was  the  long  practice  of  the  Senate,  sanctioning 
Mr.  JefFerson's  Manual  as  tlieir  parliamentary  kw,  in  ccm- 
junction  witli  their  few  positive  rules  and  practical  detcr- 
mmations.  Those  long  practices  of  the  body,  in  its  best 
days,  with  the  unmtcrrupted  sanction  of  the  Senate,  he 
contended,  were  as  fair  and  as  Constitutional  a  determine, 
tion  of  our  rules  of  proceedings  as  if  they  had  been  writ- 
ten down  and  printed  upon  paper  or  parchment,  subject 
to  consUnt  change,  as  experience  should  afterwards  either 
approve  or  condemn  them.  He  thought,  indeed,  such 
long  practice  was  the  best  mode  of  forming  a  code  for  the 
government  of  the  Senate.  He  went  on  to  insUnce  some 
cases  in  which  the  present  presiding  officer  had,  as  he 
thought,  exercised  the  general  power  of  preserving  order 
in  cases  where  the  written  rules  of  the  Senate  were  silent, 
as  if  an  innumerable  train  of  amendments  should  be  offered 
consecutively  to  each  other ;  and  in  cases  of  considering 
votes  earned  or  rules  dispensed  with,  where  no  objection 
was  heard  :  all  which  owed  its  authority  to  the  unwritten 
practice  or  determination  of  the  body. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  had  no  intention 
to  revive  the  old  slang  of  the  old  parties  of  this  country  , 
but  he  thought  the  amendment  much  more  republican  in 
Its  character  than  the  present  rule  giving  the  Chair  the 
arbitrary  and  final  decision  upon  questions  of  order;  a  pow- 
er which,  in  bad  times  of  high  party  rancor,  might  be  abus- 
cd  in  a  manner  the  most  oppressive  and  tyrannical.  He 
did  not  think  the  political  friends  of  the  Vice  President 
ought  to  reiect  the  offer  of  the  other  side  of  this  House  to 
settle  the  disputed  power  and  duty  of  the  Chair,  to  re- 
strain the  irrelevant  or  disorderly  latitude  of  debate,  re- 
storing, at  the  same  lime,  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Se- 
nate,a8  a  check  upon  the  decisions  of  the  presiding  officer. 
He  should,  therefore,  give  to  this  amendment  the  support 
of  his  vote. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  it  is  made  a  ques- 
tion in  this  discussion,  whether  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate  possesses,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  the  power  of 
preserving  order  in  tlie  Senate  in  any  case  where  the  Se- 
nate have  not  expressly  enjoined  it  upon  him  as  a  duty, 
by  their  rules.  I  have  always  considered  this  as  incident  to 
duty  of  presiding  over  a  deliberative  body.  I  believe  it  to 
be  a  sound  principle  of  construction,  that,  where  the  Con- 
stitution  creates  an  office,and  imposes  upon  the  person  hold 
ing  that  office  a  specific  duty,  that  it  invests  him,  by  a  ne- 
cessary implication,  with  such  power  as  will  enable  him 
to  perform  that  duty  in  a  useful  and  efficient  manner.  This 
rule  will  be  found  to  be  invariably  correct  in  every  case 
where  it  is  not  necessary  to  derive  the  power  through  a  le- 
gislative act. 

The  Constitution  creates  the  office  of  Vice  President, 
and  expressly  imposes  upon  him  the  specific  duty  of  pre- 
siding over  the  delibcRitions  of  the  Senate.  That  duty 
cannot  be  performed,  either  usefully  or  efficiently,  with- 
out the  power  of  preserving  order.  The  power  to  pre- 
serve order  must  therefore  be  necessarily  incident  to  the 
office.  The  Senate  itself  cannot  divest  the  Vice  Presi- 
detitof  this  power,  because  he  holds  it  from  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  but  they  may  enlarge,  or  limit,  or  modify  it,  because 
this  power  is  expressly  vested  in  that  body  by  the  Con- 
stitution. When  the  Constitution  gives  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident the  power  of  presiding  over  the  Senate,'  it  refers 
him  to  the  well  known  usages  of  all  legislative  bodies  fop 
the  extent  and  nature  of  his  powers  and  duties.  It  was 
necessary  tiiat  he  should  be  invested  with  this  power,  be- 
cause it  was  to  be  exercised  fh>m  the  first  moment  the  Se- 
nate assembled,  and  before  it  was  possible  that  they  oould 
establish  rules  for  this  purpose.    There  could  be  no  as- 
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signablc  motire  why  the  power  so  universally  held  and 
exercised  by  the  prestdins^  officers  of  all  other  delibera- 
tive bodies,  should  be  withholden  frotn  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, since  the  Constitution  gives  to  the  Senate  the  power 
of  modifying^  the  rules  he  should  adopt,  or  establishing 
others,  as  this  body  should  think  fit  The  Vice  President 
is  required  by  the  Constitution  to  conform  to,  and  regu- 
late his  conduct,  as  a  presiding  officer,  by  the  rules  so 
amended  or  moidified.  Should  he,  from  culpable  mo- 
tives, reftise  or  neglect  to  conform  to  rules  so  established, 
he  would  be  liable  to  impeachment  and  removal  from  of- 
fice. Every  exercise  of  the  power  of  preserving  order, 
however  different  in  character,  rests  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple for  support.  When  the  presiding  officer  calls  the 
attention  of  the  members  to  business,  or  commands  si- 
l«nce,  he  is  petforraing  an  act  of  preserving  order,  equal- 
ly as  when  he  requires  a  member  to  adhere  to  the  rules  of 
decorum  in  debate.  The  same  power  which  authorizes 
the  one,  authorizes  the  other  {  any  attempt  to  distinguish 
between  them  is  destitute  of  even  a  colorable  foundation. 

But  should  we  believe  that  the  language  of  the  Con- 
•titiitioR,  which  invesU  the  Vice  President  with  the  power 
of  preservin|^  order  in  the  Senate,  to  be  ambiguous,  has 
not  that  ambiguity  been  removed,  and  its  meaning  long 
since  settled  by  the  uniform  practice  of  all  the  presiding 
officers  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by  the  assent  and  ap- 
probation  of  the  Senate  }  That  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitutton  which  gives  to  the  Vice  President  the  power  of 
preserving  order  in  cases  where  the  Senate  have  not  es- 
tablished any  rules,  is  not  of  modern  date,  nor  established 
wiUi  a  view  to  anv  temporary  object^  but  is  as  old  as  the 
Constitution  itself.  It  commenced  with  the  existence  of 
this  Government,  and  was  continued  without  interruption 
for  thirty-five  years.  Within  that  time,  some  of  the  ablest 
men  this  country  has  ever  produced  have  presided  in  the 
Senate.  When  I  name  Jefferson  and  GaiUard  as  of  the 
number  of  those  prewding  officers  of  the  Senate,  who  be- 
lieved that  the  Constitution  invested  the  Vice  President 
with  this  power,  no  man  will  have  occasion  to  blush  when 
he  admits  that  he  holds  the  same  opinion.  These  were 
not  of  that  class  of  men  who  are  prone  to  claim  or  exer- 
cise powers  which  do  not  legitimately  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Manual,  compiled  expressly  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  declares  expressly,  that  the  Vice 
President  possesses  this  contested  power  and  gives  us  to 
understand  distinctly  that  such  had  been  the  uniform  prac- 
tice in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Gaillard  was  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate more  than  twenty  years,  and  for  a  great  length  of 
time  discharged  the  duties  of  a  presiding  officer  in  it.  His 
character  is  well  known  to  eveiy  member  of  this  body.  It 
will  not  be  denied,  that,  to  an  unassuming  and  discrimi- 
nating mind,  he  united  a  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding in  legislative  bodies  seldom  equalled.  That  he 
not  only  adopted,  but  carried  into  practice,  constant  and 
uniform  practice,  the  power  of  preserving  order  in  the 
ISenate,  which  Mr.  Jefferson  affirmed,  but  which  is  now 
denied  to  be  Constitutionally  vested  in  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, is  known  to  many  of  the  membern  of  this  body.  It  is 
true  that  all  these.distinguished  men  may  have  entertained 
erroneous  opinions  on  this  question,  but  I  cannot  admit 
it,  unless  upon  stronger  evidence  than  any  I  have  yet 
heard.  If  the  question  were  to  be  settled  by  the  authori- 
ty of  names—and  questions  seem  to  be  sometimes  so  set- 
tled— it  would  require  no  ortlinary  weight  of  such  authori- 
ty to  outweigh  that  of  such  men  as  I  have  named,  and 
several  others  that  I  might  have  named.  I  do  not  contend 
that  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  should  be  settled,  but 
I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  a  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution BO  long  and  satisfactorily  settled,  and  by  such 
men,  should  not  be  overturned  without  great  deliberation 
and  refleetion  upon  the  consequence  likely  to  result  from 
it.  By  the  unexpected  course  which  Uie  discussion  of 
this  question  has  taken,  I  have  felt  myself  called  upon  to 


express  my  opinion  on  this  question,  and  the  grouhds  of 
that  opinion.  I  have  done  it  with  reluctance,  and^  with 
great  respect  for  those  who  entertain  a  different  opimon. 
It  is  a  question  on  which  an  honest  difft-rence  of  opinion 
may  exist,  and  as  such  it  should  be  considered  and  treat- 
ed. I  do  not  feel  any  deep  interest  in  the  adoption  of 
ihe  amendment  under  consideration  ;  yet,  as  I  believe  it 
will  conduce  to  the  better  preservation  of  order  under 
the  present  construction  of  the  powers  of  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate,  I  will  give  it  my  support. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  but 
little  difficulty  upon  this  subject.  Happily  for  the  people 
of  this  country,  they  are  the  legitimate  depositary,  or 
rather  proprietors  of  all  tite  power  which  they  riad  not  spe- 
cifically delegated.  As  a  man,  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
sided in  the  Senate,  had  no  more  power  than  any  other  ef 
the  millions  who  composed  the  U.  States.  Whatever 
power  he  possessed  then  must  belong,  either  to  his  office 
of  Vice  President  cf  the  United  States,  or  as  President 
of  the  Senate.  As  Vice  President,  he  certainly  posaese- 
ed  no  power,  which  he  could  exercise  in,  or  over  the  Se- 
nate. The  powers  which  he  possessed  in  that  character, 
were  definetl,  but  inert  powers,  held  in  reserve,  wh)ch 
could  not  be  exerted,  until  the  contingency  should  hap- 
pen, which  alone  could  a'waken  and  draw  them  out  into 
exercise.  The  little  power  which  he  could  exerdae  in 
the  Senate,  he  could  exert,  not  in  his  character  of  Vice 
Presrdent  of  the  United  States,  but  in  his  character  ef 
President  of  the  Senate.  His  Vice  Presidency  of  the 
United  States  made  him  President  of  the  Senate  ;  and 
being  thus  made  President  of  that  body,  whatever  pow- 
er he  could  exert  then,  was  in  virtue  of  the  latter,  not 
the  former  character ;  as  President,  not  as  Vice  President. 
He  thought  it  a  circumstance  of  great  felicitation  to  the 
American  People,  that  their  Government  was  not  so  old, 
as  to  fomish  a  pretext  for  the  inference  of  power  fit>m  of- 
fice. Much  less,  t<>justify  the  exercise  of  implied  pow- 
ers, by  any  of  the  officers.  That  was  the  evil  under  which 
the  old  grjvernments  of  the  world  groaned.  And  although 
he  wished  this  Government  to  be  interminable,  yet  he  did 
not  wish  it  to  live  longer  than  it  could  exhibit  the  charac- 
ter of  its  powers.  And  whenever  the  government  should 
have  to  look  through  the  mists  of  antiquity  at  itt  Charter; 
or,  in  other  words,  whenever  its  Charter  shall  be  dimmed 
with  age,  he  hoped  it  would  be  renewed.  And  that  the 
springs  and  principles  of  our  liberty  would  derive  in- 
creased vigor  from  each  renewal.  He  considered  it  mat- 
ter of  some  regret  (hat  our  habits  of  thought  led  UB  itn- 
f)erccptibly  to  infer  power  from  office,  rather  than  to  re- 
ertoour  Constitution  for  the  specific  and  definite  pow- 
ers conferred  by  that  instrument  upon  the  office.  The 
habit  was,  he  said,  though  unfortunate,  not  unnatural.  In 
the  country  with  which  we  were  originally  connected^  and 
from  the  dominion  of  which  we  had  so  gloriously  escap- 
ed, all  power  was  derived  from  the  King.  He  was  the 
source  of  the  inherent  power  of  the  government.  And 
the  power  cliumed  to  be  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the 
government,  was,  like  his,  supposed  to  bo  inherent.  If 
the  Ring  did  not  complain,  then  was  no  one  else  to  do  w. 
The  people  had  neither  act,  nor  part,  in  the  matter  \ 
with  them,  it  was  matter  of  indifference,  whether  ^e  of- 
ficer or  the  King  possessed  it,  thev  did  not.  I.ct  who- 
ever might  possess  it,  they  were  the  subjects  of,  not  the 
agents  in,  its  exercise.  In  fact  they  were  interested  in 
maintaining,  rather  than  denying  the  doctrine  of  inherent 
power,  in  the  functionaries.  Because  they  had  more  to 
fear  from  consolidated  than  divided  power.  Division 
weakens  power,  as  it  does  ^^ttj  thing  else.  And  when 
power  was  claimed  by  implication  as  belonging  to  an  offi- 
cer, they  knew  that  it  was  not  inherent  in  the  ofiieer, 
it  was  inherent  in  the  Ring.  And  that  the  inherent  stock 
of  the  Ring  would  be  weakened  by  so  much,  as  waa  in- 
hereiit  in  the  officer.      I'bey  were  led  of  course  to  ac< 
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quietce  in.  the  doctrine  of  inherent  power.  But  the  very 
rcTerae  is  happily  the  case  with  us.  Here  the  people  are 
tb»  fountain  and  source  of  power— what  the  Kinp  was 
there,  the  peofile  are  here — whatever  power  was  .inher- 
ent in  him  there,  is  here  inherent  in  the  people — what- 
ever  power  belongs  with  us  to  any  office,  is  equally  con- 
fejTed,  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  lenslative  act.  Power 
with  us,  thank  God,  and  our  Revolutionary  Fathers,  is  not 
abused  or  magnified,  by  either  religious  or  political  super- 
stition. It  is  enveloped  in  n«>  mystery,  we  are  not,  we 
ou^ht  not  to  bewildered,  with  vague  and'indefinite  notion^ 
of  inherent  official  power.  Our  plan  of  government  ad- 
dresses itself  to  our  understanding,  not  to  our  credulity 
—It  invokes  our  reason  not  our&ith.  Sir,  said  he,  govern- 
inent  with  us,  is  a  simple,  rational,  common  sense  ma'tter. 
While  it  continues  to  be  so,  we  will  be  free?  when  it  ceases 
to  be  so,  our  liberty  ceases.  While  we  are  Jealous,  and 
watchful,  and,  he  would  add,  distruslful  of  our  public 
functionaries,  we  should  be  safe.  But,  the  moment  we 
yielded  to  the  exercise  of  inherent,  undefined  power,  by 
«ur  officers,  we  were  in  danger.  Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  this 
case  presents  to  intelligent  observers  a  rare  spectacle,  and 
•s  honorable  to  the  officer  to  whom  it  relates,  as  it  is  rare. 
When  did  it  happen,  in  any  Government  before,  that  a 


high  public  functionary,  disclaimed  the  exercise  of  power, 
which  was  supposed  to  belong  to  his  office,  supposed  by 
even  his  enemies,  to  be  inherent  in  his  office?  When  be- 
fore did  it  happen.  Chat  the  personal  and  political  enemies 
of  an  officer  insisted  upon  the  enlargement,  by  iaiplica- 
tion,  of  his  official  power  ?  Sir,  the  case  is  singu&r  in 
both  its  features.  And,  if  the  example  of  the  pre84:nt  in- 
cumbent shall  always  be  followed,  by  all  the  officers  of 
tliis  Government,  the  freedom  of  the  people  will  be 
eternal.  And  why  should  it  not  be  followed  '  Is  it  not, 
when  closely  examined,  as  degrading  to  the  officer,  as  it 
is  injurious  to  the  public,  that  he  should  be  discontented 
with  tlte  power,  which  he  legitimately  possesses,  and  at- 
tempt to  exert  dubious  and  undefined  powers  ?  Sir,  if 
there  be  on«  act  of  a  high  public  functionar>',  which  more 
than  another  ought  to  exalt  him  in  the  estimation  of  free- 
men, and  entitle  him  to  their  confidence,  it  is  his  dccUn 
ing  the  exercise  of  doubtful  or  implied  powers. 

Tlie  division  of  sentiment  in  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  the  Vice  President,  to  call  a  member  to  or- 
der, for. words  spoken  in  debate,  is  conclusive  of  the  du- 
bious character,  (to  speak  the  best  of  it,)  of  the  power. 
Had  ha  assumed  and  exercised  it,  his  assumption  of  it 
waold  probably  have  been  acquiesced  in  bv  the  Senate, 
and  a  precedent  would  thus  have  been  formed,  which 
might  have  been  but  the  beginning  of  a  course,  which 
would,  eventually,  by  the  four  precedents,  have  thrown 
that  body  into  a  state  of  subserviency  to  the  Chair.  That, 
6ira  is  the  course  of  all  illicit  power.  It  gradually  enlarges 
itself  andf  by  stealing  imperceptibly  upon  the  people,  de- 
stroys their  liberty.  He  is  a  rare  instance  of  patriotic  de- 
votion to  the  liberty  ot  the  country,  who  will  decline  to 
enlarge  official  power,  by  implication,  and  still  more  rare, 
who  will  refuse  to  exercise  it,  when  it  is  attempted  to  be 
obtruded  upon  him— av(^ay  then,  with  those  inuendocs  of 
censure  upon  the  Vice  President,  for  declining  the  exer- 
cise of  this  imputed  power.  Sir,  the  people  will  interpret 
these  inuendoes,  and  display  their  regard  for  tliem,  by 
^'olumes  of  increased  confidence  in  the  officer. 

But,  said  Mr.  R.  let  us  for  a  moment  examine  more 
nuinutcly  into  this  power  of  the  Vice  President  to  call  a 
member  from  the  Senate  to  order,  fur  words  spoken  in 
debate.  The  Constitution  provides  for  the  election  of 
the  Vice  President— defines  his  power  and  prescribes  his 
duties.  They  are  all  held  in  reserve  for  a  possible  vacancy 
in  the  Presidential  chair.  In  short.  Sir,  there  are  two 
Presidents  elected.  The  first,  for  use — the  second,  to  be 
used,  when  the  first  becomes  useless,  by  death,  or  other- 
vjse«     The  second  is  to  fill  the  place  of  the  first,  when 


it  becomes  vacant;  and  is,  in  that  case,  to  exercise  plenarj 
Presidentiad  powers.  So  that  the  two  Presidents,  when 
they  respectively  act  in  the  sphere  for  which  they  were 
designed,  have  precisely  the  same  powers.  The  election 
of  the  Vice  President  is  a  cautionary  measure,  to  guard 
against  an  interregnum.  His  destiny  is,  though  contin- 
gent,  elevated.  He  is  dignified  by  the  choice  of  the 
people,  and  placed  in  the  chair  of  the  Senate,  to  await 
the  current  of  events,  in  state  of  dignified  giuui  repose^ 
until  by  the  death,  impeachment,  or  resignation  of  the 
President,  he  shall  be  called  upon  to  exert  the  powers  of 
President.  Sir,  he  is  placed  in  the  Chair  of  the  Senate, 
in  a  state  of  prebervation,  (if  the  expression  may  be  al* 
lowed,)  for  use,  when  the  occasion  shall  occur.  He  is 
politically  embalmed  in  the  chair  of  the  Senate,  awaiting 
the  resurrection,  which  the  death,  political  or  natural,  of 
President,  had  been  ordained  by  the  Constitution  to  pro- 
duce. The  power  conferrod  upon  him  by  the  Coostitu* 
tion,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  is  couched  in  the  follow- 
ing words  :— «» The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  President  of  tlie  Senate,  but  sliall  have  no  vote, 
unless  they  be  equally  divided."  It  would  be  strange  that 
he  should  be  restrained  from  vt)ting  in,  or  speaking  to  any 
question  ;  and  yet  permitted  to  silence  any,  and  of  course, 
successively.  Every  member  of  that  body,  denied  the 
power  of  speaking,  and  yet,  empowered  to  check  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  !  Not  nermitted  to  open 
his  own  lips  in  the  Senate,  and  yet  allowed  to  throw  a 
pad -luck  upon  the  lips  of  every  member  of  the  Senate! 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.  reasoning  fairly  upon  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  I  have  just  read,  it  is  impossible  to 
arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  you,  as  President  of  the  Se- 
nate, possess  the  power  asserted  for  you  from  the  other 
side  or  the  House.     The  words  of  the  clause  do  not  con- 
fer it ;  and  if  implication  were  admissible,  it  cannot  be  ra- 
tionally enforced.      This  clause,  said  Mr.  R.  is  tlie  only 
one  in  the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the  occupation  o€ 
the  chair  of  the  Senate,  by  tlie  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States-   The  only  one  which  confers  upon  him  tbo 
power  of  action  in  that  bodyj  and  limits  it  to  the  single 
power  of  giving  the  casting  vote  in  tlie  case  of  division* 
and  with  gfreat  reason,  too.     The  Senators  are  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  :  they  are  the  constitutional  ad- 
visers of  the  President      The  Vice  President  belonrs  to 
the  Executive  Department.     He  is  a  dormai^t  President. 
Ought  he  to  have  the  power  to  check  the  Senators  in  anj 
effort,  which  it  might  become  their  duty  to  make,  to 
check  encroachments  by  the  Executive  on  the  rights  and 
liberty  of  the  people  f     Would  it  have  been  wise  in  the 
Constitution  to  have  conferred  on  the  Vice  President  the 
power  of  controlling  the  deliberations  of  the.  Senate. 
Would  it  be  well  in  the  Senate  to  subject,  by  implication, 
the  exercise  of  their  leptimate  power,  to  his  control.  The 
Senate  were  evidently  intended  to  check  the  Executive 
Department,  to  protect  the  sovereignties  of  the  States  from 
Executive  encroachments.  They  are  elected  for  sixj^ears 
with  an  eye  to  this  checking  power.  The  Vice  President 
and  President  are  elected  but  for  four  years.      The  Sen- 
ate arc  to  be  the  triers  of  them  both  in  case  of  impeach- 
ment.    So  that  whether  we  are  governed  by  the  words 
of  the  Constitution,  or  by  any  reasonable  inference  drawn 
from  the  organic  structure  of  the  govt- rnment,  the  re- 
gulating or  controlling  power,  asseKed  for  the  A'ice  Pre- 
sident, is  wholly  inadmissible.     The  exercise  of  such  a 
power  would  be  an  inversion  of  the  order  assigned  bythe 
Constitution  to  tlie  great  powers  of  the  government.     A 
violation  of  the  obvious  ana  express  intention  ©fits  framers. 
I  do  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  believe  that  you  possess  the  power, 
and  I  will  not  consent  to  invest  you  with  it.  ^  It  ought  to 
be  presumed  of  the  Senate,  composed  as  it  must  be,  of 
men  advanced  in  years,  elected  by  sovereign  States,  that 
they  would  not  be  disorderly  ?  that  they  could  prescribe, 
and  enforce  for  themselves,  rules  of  order.    If,  Sir,  said 


Sit 


GALES  £?  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


8l2 


ssnXte.] 


Pmven  of  the  Viet  Pretidmt. 


[F»B.  12,  1828. 


he,  there  be  inherent  power  any  where  in  this  House,  it 
is  the  inherent  power  of  the  Senate  to  regulate  and  main- 
tain the  order  necessary  to  its  own  deliberations. 

It  is  a  deliberative  body— order  is  necessary  to  its  de- 
liberations.  The  power  ot  maintaining  the  order  is  ne- 
ce«sarily  implied  in  the  object  of  its  institution.  But  up- 
on this  subject  we  are  not  left  to  implication.  It  should 
never  be  resorted  to,  but  in  cases  of  the  most  imperious 
necessity.  That  necessity  does  not  exist,  for  the  Consti- 
tution provides  that  "each  House  may  determine  the  mlcs 
of  its  own  proceeding's,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
behaviour,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel 
u  member." 

Here  then.  Sir,  the  power  which  has  been  asserted  tor 
the  Vice  President,  is  expressly  given  to  the  Senate ;  the 
power  of  making  its  own  rules  of  order,  and  punishing, 
even  to  expulsion,  for  the  violation  of  them. 

The  President  is  not  a  member  of  the  Senate,  is  not  re- 
sponsible to  them— cannot  be  punished  or  expelled  for 
disorder.     ^.^i^^^^ :-  ^-. -..«>;«;«-  ti,^  ruU«. 


cr  of  silencing,  jind  seating  a  member  for  disorder 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  Senate  can  confer  upon  the  Vice 
President  the  power  in  contest— they  can  confer  it  by 
rule.  The  rule  now  under  discussion  proposes  to  do  so,  i 
and  in  the  very  proposition  to  confer  the  power,  pro- 
dAimSyby  resistless  implication,  that  you  do  not  pos- 
sess it. 

He  said,  that  he  not  only  denied  that  you  possess  the 
power,  but  denied  that  you  ought  to  possess  it.  He  sliould 
therefore  vote  a|^inst  so  much  of  the  rule  as  proposed  to 
confer  on  you  this  power,  and  for  so  much  of  it,  as  pro- 
posed to  take  from  you  the  power  which  you  possessed 
under  a  former  rule.  That  of  deciding  (when  one  Senator 
was  called  to  order  by  another,)  the  point  of  order,  with- 
out appeal,  and  these  votes  he  shoulc  give,  not  from  any 
apprehension  that  tlie  powers  would  be  abused,  by  the 
present  incumbent — not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in 
nim,  but  because  he  thought  the  delegation  of  tlie  pow- 
er unnecessary,  unwise,  and  unsafe.  It  was,  he  said,  a 
principle  with  him,  that  jjower  should  never  be  delegat- 
ed, which  could  be  exercised,  as  i»ell  by  the  principal,  as 
the  agent.  The  people  should  never  delegate  power, 
which  they  could  exercise  as  beneficially  themselves,  as 
it  could  be  exercised  by  their  agents,  and  so  in  relation  to 
every  other  body— power  delegated  may  be  abused,  and 
in  a  matter  so  important  as  liberty,  the  hazard  of  having 
their  power  abused,  should  never  be  incurred,  but  in 
cases  of  absolute  necessity. 

He  would  barely  add  in  conclusion,  that  if  the  power, 
asserted  for  the  Vice  President,  was  inherent,  it  was  not 
possessed  by  the  Senate,  and  of  course  could  not  be  con* 
lerred  by  them.  If  possessed  by  the  Senate,  the  Vice 
President  cannot  be  in  the  possession  of  it,  and  he 
thought  it  unwise,  he  repeated,  to  confer  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  was  of  opinion  that  the  presiding  officer 
had  not  the  power  of  calling  to  order,  for  words  spoken 
in  debate.  That,  he  said,  was  entirely  distinct  from  the 
power  of  deciding  on  common  questions  of  order.  The 
existing  rules  of  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  W.,  do  not  confer 
this  power,  and  if  they  do  not,  the  presiding  ofjicer  does 
not  possess  it.  Mr.  W.  was  not  aware,  that  any  member 
had  expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  rules  of  the  Senate 
conferred  on  its  President  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate — but  if  any  member  entertains 
such  an  opinion,  a  simple  recurrence  to  the  6th  and  7th 
rules,  will  satisfy  him  to  the  contrary.  What  is  the  effect 
of  thbse  rules  ?  *^  When  a  member  is  called  to  order,  he 
shall  take  his  seat ;  and  the  member  calling  him  tox)rder 
shall  reduce  the  exceptionable  words  to  writing,  and  then 
the  presiding  officer  decides  whether  he  is  in  or  oat  of 
order  Nov  will  any  gentleman  say,  that  the  presiding  of- 


ficer can  call  a  Senator  to  order,  reduce  his  words  to  writ- 
ings and  then  pass  judgment  on  the  very  words  taken 
down  by  himself  ?  Is  not  this  contrary  to  reason  and  com- 
mon sense  ?    We  cannot,  said  Mr.  W.,  act  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  express  rules  of  the  Senate.     By  these 
it  is  left  to  his  brother  members  to  call  an  offending  mem- 
ber to  order,  ihe  words  believed  to  be  exceptionable  are 
to  be  reduced,  to  writing,  and  then  the  President  decides. 
This  is  the  power  delegated,  and  the  presiding  officer 
possesses  no  other.     If  then  this  is  the  effect  of  the  rules 
of  the  Senate,  it  is  not  competent  to  the  presiding  officer, 
to  tell  any  member  in  the  course  of  debate  that  he  is  out 
of  order.     All  officers  of  the  Government,  sud  Mr.  W., 
possess  powers  conferred  by  some  express  grant,  or  fiurly 
to  be  inferred  from  it.   They  possess  none  other  whatever, 
and  the  assumption  of  any  power  not  expressly  granted, 
will  always  he  viewed  by  the  people  with  a  jealous  e>'e. 
Was  it  intended,  asked  Mr.  W.,  that  the  pr«siding  offi- 
cer should  dictate  to  members  of  independent  SUtes?   If 
he  has  the  power  which  gentlemen  contend  for,  why  is 
that  very  power  conferred  in  express  terms  on  the  Senate 
itself  by  the  Constitution  ?      He  asked  of  gentlemen  to 
say,  which  of  the  two  rules  should  be  paramount— the 
one  expressly  made  by  the  Senate,  or  the  one  brought 
I  in  by  the  Vice  President  himself.     Two  distinct  and  con- 
flicting set  of  rules  cannot  exist  at  one  and  the  same  time 
I  in  the  same  body.      Sir,  said  Mr.  W.  the  powers  which 
belong  to  this  body  are  one  thing,  and  those  which  be- 
long to  the  presiding  officer  are  another.    The  President 
of  the  Senate  is  not  to  devise,  expound,  ami  enforce  iu 
rules  in  yirtue  of  his  office,  according  to  his  own  mere 
will  and  pleasure— he  is  merely  the  organ  of  the  body, 
and  that  body  confers  just  such  powers  as  are  necessary 
to  carry  on  its  operations  in  the  manner  most  conducive 
to  the  public  good,  and  no  more.     It  belongs  exclusively 
to  the  Senate  according  to  the  Constitution,  to  make,  or 
devise  the  rules,  and  to  the  presiding  officer  to  expound 
and  give  them  effect.    All  must  admit  the  Senate  is  vest- 
ed with  the  power  to  establish  the  rules  by  cg^ress  pant ; 
now  if  it  be  true,  that  the  President,  virtute  offleii  ot  inher- 
ently possesses  the  same  ])Ower,  how  shall  we  get  alon^, 
if  the  S"enate  establishes  one  set  of  rules,  and  the  Presi- 
dent another,  inconsistent  with  them  ?      Which  shall  be 
enforced  ?  The  doctrine  that  powers  had  been  conferred 
by  usage    and   length  of  time,   he  protested   against. 
Would  gentlemen  point  out  where  those  who  -bad  exer- 
cised  such  powers  obtained  them  ?     To  tell  him  that  dis- 
tinguished men  had  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this 
body  was  to  tell  him  what  eveiy  person  knew—but  be- 
cause a  doubtful  power  had  been  exercised  by  distinguish- 
ed men,  did  that  sanction  the  usurpation  f     -The  gentle- 
man from  S.  Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith,]  tells  us  of  his  having 
been  called  to  order,  compelled  to  sit  down,  and  refused 
an  appeal— but,  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.  the  gentleman  who  call- 
ed him  to  order  was  not  the  Vice  President  of  ^e  Unit- 
ed States— he  was  a  member  of  this  body,  put  into  that 
office  by  ourselves,  and  amenable  to  our  authority.^    The 
gentleman  being  able  to  specify  only  onecase,  and  in  that 
one,  the  question  of  power  not  raised  or  considered,  Mr. 
W.  could  not  deem  it  a  precedent  of  any  importance. 
But,  Sir,  said  he,  if  precedent  were  filed  upon  precedent, 
I  never  can  believe  the  exercise  of  such  power  to  be  cor- 
rect— I  should  be  just  as  ready  to  vote  against  his  being 
possessed  of  this  power  of  silencing  a  Senator  in  the  midst 
of  debate,  then  as  now.      Mr.  W.  denied  then  that  the 
'  presiding  officer  has  any  powers  except  such  as  are  ex- 
pressly conferred  on  him  by  the  Constitution  or  by  the  Se- 
nate, and  concluded  by  observing  that  the  time  might 
arrive  when  the  individual  presiding  over  the  Senate  may 
think  he  can  devise  better  rules,  by  virtue  of  some  im- 
plied or  inherent  power,  than  those  framed  by  tho  Senate, 
and  thus  the  most  pernicious  results  might  ensue. 

Should  a  majonty  of  the  Senate  think  proper  to  rote 
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for  the  iifst  part  cyf  the  amendment,  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  and  thus  confer  the  power  up- 
on the  President  by  an  express  rule,  he  wouUI  then  think  it 
of  mach  importance,  that  the  seoond  part  of  the  amend- 
ment, which  gives  an  appeal  to  the  House  from  his  de- 
cisnons,  a  matter  of  much  importance.  He  would  never 
agree  that  the  decision  of  any  one  man,  be  him  whom  he 
niay»  shall  finally  conclude  such  a  question  and  silence  a 
member  delivering  his  sentiments  in  his  own  language. 

[Mr.  VAN  BUllCN  here  rose  and  spoke  at  considera- 
ble length  ;  and  his  speech  not  being  inserted  in  its  pro- 
per place,  it  is  necessaiy  to  explain  the  cause.  In  pre- 
paring his  remarks  for  the  newspaper,  Mr.  V.  B.  incor- 
porated those  of  tills  day,  and  those  of  the  succeeding 
day,  in  one  speecb<  As  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this 
day's  report  it  will  be  perceived  that  several  gentlemen 
allude  to  Mr.  Yav  Brusir's  remarks,  we  refer  the  reader 
to  his  incorporated  speech  in  the  debate  of  the  13th  inst. 
The  reporter  did  not  feel  at  liberty  (and  indeed  it  would 
have  been  vei*y  difficult)  to  dismember  the  speech,  so  as 
to  place  the  relative  portions  in  the  order  in  which  they 
actually  occitrred.] 

-  Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  said,  if,  in  discussing  this  rule  be- 
fore the  Senate,  references  to  past  occurrences  had  been 
made,  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  him.  He  was  not  among 
those  who  had  invoked  its  discussion.  The  committee 
had  reported  their  amemlments  of  the  rules,  which  were 
acted  upon  by  the  Senate,  and  the  sixth  and  seventh  rules 
had  passed  9uh  tOeniio,  and  would  have  been  permitted 
to  rest  as  they  were,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Tjizswsix,]  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  back 
to  thehi,  by  allucUng  to  the  decision  which  had  been  made 
in  1835,  upon  the  construction  of  these  rules. 

He  was  aware  tliat  very  opposite  opinions  had  been 
entertained  in  the  Senate  when  the  question  'arose  in 
1835  ;  but  what  that  diversity  of  opinion  was,  or  how  it 
was  settled,  he  knew  not.  He  had  not  permitted  himself 
even  to  inquire  either  for  the  one  or  the  other.  He  knew 
much  had  been  said  in  the  public  prints,  and  the  public 
mind  had  been  agitated,  in  no  small  degree,  by  it.  And 
to  avoid  a  recurrence  of  so  unpleasant  a  nature  in  future, 
since  the  subject  had  been  introduced,  he  certainly 
thought  it  by  all  means  adviseable  that  it  should  now  be 
acted  upon ;  and  let  the  rules  for  the  maintenance  of 
good  order  and  decorum  in  the  Senate  be  rendered  as 
perfect  as  possible,  independent  of  that  courtesy  which 
Dad  heretofore  so  highly  distinguished  the  Senate. 

He  knew  that  considerable  agitation  had  existed  on 
former  occasions,  and  these  were  not  the  halcyon  days 
that  seemed  to  invite  to'  repose.  And  whatever  gentle- 
men might  think  upon  the  rule  as  it  now  stood,  he  could 
aee  no  possible  objection  to  making  it  explicit.  It  could 
not  prevent  the  exercise  of  courtesy,  and  might  promote 
it.  At  present,  they  were  calculated  to  produce  that  ef- 
fect, as  gfreat  difference  of  opinion  existed  upon  their 
true  construction.  That  there  was  a  power  to  preserve 
order,  was  admitted  on  all  hands ;  but  in  whom  that  pow- 
er was  vested  created  the  doubt  and  produced  the  argu- 
ment Some  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  vested  in  the 
Chair,  while  others  strenuously  contended  that  it  belong- 
ed only  to  the  Senators,  individually  and  collectively.  It 
was  surely  time  to  put  the  matter  to  rest,  and  let  the  Se- 
fiate  know,  distinctly,  where  ttic  power  was  located. 

For  his  own  part,  he  never  had  a  doubt  but  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  had  the  right  to  call  to  order.  The 
very  nature  of  his  office  implies  that  power.  He  was  not 
one  of  those  who  relied  upon  constructive  powers  where 
they  were  not  expressly  given,  but  in  this  case  he  had  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  Senate,  from  its  commencement 
in  1789,  up  to  the  session  of  1835,  a  term  of  36  yeart,  to 
sanction  tliia  opinion.  He  recollected  very  well  that  he 
had  himself  been  called  to  order  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  more  than  once.    On  one  occasion,  a  gentleman 


in  the  chair,  [Mr.  CiAiLLAai>,]  for  whose  memoiy  he  en- 
tertained the  most  profound  respect,  had  called  him  to 
order  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  when  he,  Mr.  S .  himself, 
conceived  he  was  correct,  which  induced  him  to  appeal 
to  the  Senate,  and  was  again  told  by  the  Chair,  there  waa 
no  appeal  from  his  decision  ;  and  the  Senate  supported 
the  Chair. 

Gentlemen  had  contended  that  this  power  did  not,  nor 
ought,  to  belong  to  the  President  of  the  Senate.  They 
looked  upon  the  principle  as  monstrous,  and  as  threaten- 
ing future  consequences  of  a  most  serious  nature.  O^ers 
deprecated  the  idea  of  placing  the  power  of  governing 
forty -eight  Senators,  and  cheeking  the  freedom  of  speech, 
in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  who  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Senate  ;  and  who  might  become  a  tyrant  and  control 
the  freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  to  the  destruction  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  S.  said  we  must  take  things  as  they  were,  and  not 
as  they  possibly  might  be.  It  was  fair  to  suppose  the 
people  of  the  United  States  never  would  place  a  tyrant  in 
that  Chair.  If  they  should,  the  Senate  had  the  constitu- 
tional means  of  controling  him.  This  they  could  do  in 
an  instant,  by  giving  an  appeal  from  his  decinon  to  the 
Senate  (  and  his  tyranny  would  be  at  an  end.  .  That  the 
President  was  not  a  Senator,  was  no  argument  against  bis 
having  this  power.  Gentlemen  seem  to  have  rorgotten 
that  the  abuse  of  this  power  may  be  as  great  when  trusted 
to  a  Senator  as  it  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  President. 
And,  as  we  have  entered  upon  the  wide  field  of  supposi- 
tion, let  us,  for  a  moment,  suppose  the  President  ot  the 
Senate,  this  tyrant  or  monster,  who  would  exercise  the 
power,  if  he  had  it,  of  calling  a  member  to  order,  that  he 
might  silence  him  in  debate.  Could  he  not  do  it  with  a 
much  better  g^ace,  as  the  rule  now  stands,  of  which  gen- 
tlemen seem  not  to  complain,  by  a  collusion  with  a  mem- 
ber, to  call  to  order  such  other  member  as  he  might  wish 
to  silence,  and  then  interpose  the  power,  which  all  agree 
he  possesses,  of  declaring  him  out  of  order,  from  which 
there  is  no  appeal,  and  silence  him  at  once  ?  Any  man 
disposed  to  play  the  tyrant  in  that  Chair,  would  much  ra- 
ther divide  the  responsibility  in  that  way,  with  a  member, 
as  he  can  now  do  as  the  rule  stands,  than  take  it  upon 
himself  alone. 

Another  ai^iment  had  been  urged  to  prove  that  the 
President  had  no  power,  but  as  it  was  conferred  j  that  the 
Senate  elect  their  own  Committees.  If  this  arg^ument 
proves  any  thing,  it  prove*  too  much  ;  because  the  Pre- 
sident, from  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  un- 
til 1816,  a  term  of  37  years,  exercised  the  power  exclu- 
sively, of  appointing'lhe  Committees.  It  was  then  g^ven 
to  the  Senate  to  appoint  by  ballot,  by  a  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  so  continued  until  1833,  when  it  was  again  giv- 
en to  the  President ;  and  in  1836,  was  taken  from  him 
and  given  to  the  Senate  again  by  a  rtde.  ^  He  has  thus 
been  exercising  these  powers  alternately  with  the  Senate, 
but  in  a  much  greater  proportion  of  time.  ^  Although  not 
a  Senator,  he  is  a  component  part  of  this  body  :  has  a 
vote ;  has  the  power  of  appointing  Committees,  ex^offido, 
and  has  exercised  that  power,  without  a  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate, for  the  first  37  years  of  the  existence  of  this  body, 
and  was,  by  a  rule  only,  dispossessed  ef  it. 

Who  was  the  proper  person  to  preserve  order  but  the 
Chairman  ?  What  was  the  custom  ?  The  analogy  was  too 
strong  to  be  resisted.  Look  at  every  other  public  body 
in  the  civilized  world,  whether  civil,  religious,  or  politi- 
cal, and  it  is  ex  officio  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  or  Presi- 
dent  to  call  to  order.  Look  at  the  numerous  public  meet- 
ings of  the  People,  which  we  see  published  every  day  in 
the  newspapers.  We  see  it  announced  that  A.  B.  was 
called  tn  the  chair ;  and  we  likewise  invariably  see  it, 
that  A.  B.  called  tlie  meeting  to  order,  in  the  first  in. 
stance .  It  is  the  invariable  practice  of  the  ttsitish  House 
of  Commons,  for  the  Speaker  to  call  to  onwT    It  is  the 
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inTariable  practice  of  the  presiding  officer  in  every  Legis- 
Ittive  Body  m  the  United  States,  to  keep  order  m  their 
respective  Bodies,  and  if  a  member  wanders  from  the 
question  in  debate,  to  call  him  to  order. 

If  the  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  Senate  for  the  36 
first  years  of  its  existence,  for  the  President,  in  all  cases, 
and  more  especially  if  a  member  wander  from  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate,  in  debate,  to  call  him  to  order, 
and  bring  him  back  to  that  question,  can  weigh  any  thing*, 
or  if  the  analogy  of  the  universal  usage  in  all  other  Le- 
gislative bodies,  and  all  public  assemblies  whatever,  that 
look  to  their  presiding  officers  to  perform  the  office  of 
oilling  to  order,  as  an  official  duty,  can  have  any  weight 
in  bringing  us  to  a  fair  conclusion,  we  cannot  doubt  but 
that  it  belongs  to  the  Chair,  ex  vi  termini,  to  call  to  order. 
What  higher  duty  can  be  required  of  the  Chair  }  Merely 

|>utting  the  question  upon  bills  and  resolutions,  is  certain - 
y  a  minor  duty.  Sucn  a  duty  as  could  well  be  discharg- 
ed by  an  additional  Clerk,  as  the  reading  is  now  by  the 
Secretary. 

One  gentleman  had  said,  there  was  48  Senators  in  this 
House,  either  of  whom  could  call  to  order.  It  is  admit- 
ted. But  suppose  any  one  Senator  should  so  &r  forget 
himself  as  to  make,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  indecor- 
ous and  unkind  remarks  upon  any  other  member  to  whom 
he  might  be  opposed,  that  were  foreign  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate  ;  could  it  be  expected  that  the  mem- 
ber assailed  would  rise  to  call  the  other  to  order  in  his 
own  defence  ?  There  is  no  man  of  delicate  sensibility  who 
would  do  so.  It  would  be  a  task  too  invidious  for  a  mem- 
ber who  was  not  assailed,  to  take  up  the  subject.  And 
to  what  extravagance  would  it  not  lead,  were  the  Presi- 
dent to  fold  his  arms  and  sit  silent  ?  Or  suppose  the  ques- 
tion before  tb^  Senate  to  be  upim  an  appropriation  for  a 
turnpike  road,  and  a  Senator  should  rise  in  his  place,  and 
address  the  Chair  upon  the  subject  of  an  Indian  treaty,  or 
upon  a  naval  expedition,  for  an  hour,  without  once  touch- 
ing the  subject  submitted  by  the  Chair,  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Senate  $  could  the  President  of  the  Senate 
sit  in  dignified  silence  f  It  is  impossible  to  imagioe  he 
vould. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  said,  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President  of 
the  Senate.  Then  is  it  fit  that  wc  should  say,  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  confide  to  him  what  you  would  confide 
to  a  ^ngle  Senator;  one  elected  by  the  United  States  at 
Itfge,  and  tlie  other  by  a  single  State  }  He  could  not  see 
the  compatibility  of  such  arguments  himself. 

Mr.  S.  said,  his  object  was  not  to  arm  the  President  of 
the  Senate  with  new  and  dangerous  powers,  but  to  strip 
bim  of  what  he  considered  the  most  despotic  power, 
which  he  now  held,  and  which,  in  conjunction  with  a  sin- 
gle Senator,  he  could  wield  to  a  more  dangerous  extent, 
toan  even  that  which  gentlemen  had  portrayed  a  change  of 
die  rule  would  give  him.  He  wished  to  invest  him  with  a 
responsible  power,  but  not  a  dangerous  on*; — a  power  of 
calling  a  member  to  order,  without  the  despotic  power 
of  silencing  him.  Therefore,  if  there  are  any  doubts  up- 
on this  question,  let  the  amendment  be  adopted,  which 
gave  an  appeal  from  his  decision  to  the  Senate.  To  this 
e  could  see  no  possible  objection,  beeause  in  it  he  could 
s«e  no  hazard,  either  to  the  public  interest  or  to  the  rights 
of  the  Senators.  As  it  now  stood,  there  were  both.  The 
right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  would  be 
a  source  of  gratification,  whilst  it  would  secure  to  ail  par- 
tie%  security  from  oppression,  if  any  could  arise. 

His  sole  object  was  to  give  the  right  of  appeal,  and  to 
divest  the  rule  of  its  doubtful  character.  He  would  ac* 
quietce  in  any  thing  that  would  no  longer  leave  the  sub- 
ject in  dubio,  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  secure  the 
right  of  appeal.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  which  would  leave  no  ground  for  fu- 
ture contvlirersy. 


Mr.  KANE  said  he  would  in  a  few  words  express  his 
opinion  upon  this  subject.  He  agreed  that  the  true  ques. 
tion  was<— Has  the  President  of  this  body  the  right  to  call 
a  Senator  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate  }  He  did 
not  agfree  with  those  gentlemen  who  thought  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  order,  in  any  case, 
by  virtue  of  his  office.  He  would  cease  to.be  the  Pren- 
dent  of  a  deliberative  body  could  he  not  preserve  that  order 
which  was  essential  to  preserve  deliberation.  He  can  sup 
press  noise  and  disturbances,  because  the  functions  of  his 
office  cannot  be  exercised  without  it.  Words  spoken  in 
debate,  per  se,  cannot  be  considered  disorderly. 

The  President  cannot  declare  them  out  of  order  with- 
out the  right  of  interfering  with,  and  in  some  degree- con- 
troling  our  deliberations.  The  distinction  was  this  :  The 
President  may  preside  over  but  not  interfere  with  the 
deliberations  of  the  Senate.  Such  a  power  as  the  latter 
would  be  incompatible  with  the  organic  principles  of  the 
body.  If  the  President  may  designate  what  particular 
words  are  in  or  out  of  order,  the  discussions  here  will  not 
be  free.  The  States  are  no  longer  represented  in  their 
sovereign  character.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  no  appre- 
hensions are  to  be  entertained  on  this  account  of  any 
abuse  of  such  power,  should  it  be  conferred,  but  upon 
the  principle  of  the  question  he  had  made  his  decision. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  rose  with  great  reluctance  to 
trespass  a- second  time,  but  when. he  was  told  that  the 
affirmative  vote  on  the  amendment  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, carried  with  it  co»*ain  necessary  inferences,  he  felt 
bound  to  put  away  from  him  all  such  supposed  inferences, 
and  to  state  distinctly  the  reasons  which  governed  him. 
lie  could  say  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith,!  he  had  no  agency  in  provoking 
this  discussion.  It  hatl  grown  out  of  circumstances  not 
immediately  connected  with  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Tazi- 
WBLL.]  had  made  direct  reference  by  a  question  propos- 
ed to  the  Chairman. 

It  was  not  his  wish  to  indulge  remark  on  the  occurren- 
ces to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  but  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  would  persist  in  having  opinions  on  that 
subject  expressed,  and  they  had  felt  themselves  authoriz- 
ed to  say,  the  opinion  of  nearly  all  who  had  spoken  5  and 
they  seemed  to  infer,  tlicrefore,  that  at  least  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  Senate  believed  tbe  course  pursued  on 
that  Occasion  by  the  presiding  officer,  was  correct.  Me 
had  said  yesterday,  and  still  thought,  this  was  not  thft 
time  or  the  occasion  to  discuss  a  question  in  which  other 
persons  were  intimately  concerned,  who  are  not  now  pre- 
sent, and  which  is  not  regularly  brought  before  us. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Va»- 
QuKEN,}*  has  said,  if  he  were  disposed  to  adopt  the  most 
effectual  means  of  sustahiing  the  late  opinions  of  the 
Chair,  he  could  devise  none  irtore  appropriate  than  this 
amendment,  and  that  the  necessary  inference  arising  from 
an  affirmative  vote  on  this  question,  is,  that  the  President 
had  not  before  the  power  which  this  new  rule  will  ^vc  to 
him. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  explained. 

Mr.  C.  said,  there  was  no  choice  lefl  to  them  on  the 
subject.  We  think  the  President,  under  the  ex'sting 
rules^  has  the  power,  primarily,  to  call  to  order ;  we  think 
he  ought  to  exercise  it — that  it  is  a  salutary  power,  and 
its  exercise  greatly  conducive  to  the  despatch  of  businesa 
and  our  own  peace.  How  are  we  to  be  gratified?  The 
presiding  officer,  on  a  former  occasion,  said  he  had  no 
authority  to  call  a  member  to  order  for  words  spoken  in 
debate,  until  a  member  had  invited  his  interposition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  remarked*  that  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Csambxbs,]  mistook  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  in -supposing  that  it 


*  See  explftiutioa  (inMrced  in  bra«k«t«}  ante  pafe  )l), 
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had  decided  nguost  the  power  of  cmlling  to  order.  The 
decision  wa^  that  the  Chfttr  had  not  the  power  of  callings 
to  order,  for  words  spoken  in  deb»te.  The  Chair  does 
not  doubt  its  power  of  calling  to  order  in  many  cases,  for 
it  is  in  fact  in  the  daily  exercise  of  such  power.  As  much 
misapprehension  seemed  to  prevail,  as  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  of  the  extent  of  its  power,  with  the  inaulgence 
of  thp  Senate,  it  would  concisely  state  its  opinion. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  Vice  President  be 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  that  each  House  shall  pre- 
scribe its  rules,  and  punish  for  disorderly  conduct. 

It  is  a  fair  presumption,  that  it  w^as  not  the  intention  of 
the  authors  of  that  instrument,  to  del^yrte  the  same  pow- 
ers to  the  Senate  and  ita  presiding*  offcer  5  and  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  powers  were  really  delegated  to  the 
Vice  President,  as  the  President  of  this  body,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  know  what  were  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Senate  by  the  Constitution  in  reference  to  the  sub^'ect 
in  discussion.  Those  powers,  fortunately  for  the  decinon 
of  this  question,  admitted  of  no  doubt.  The  power  of 
making  rules,  and  of  punishing  for  disorderly  conduct, 
are  expressly  delegated  to  the  Senate.  The  power  of 
punishing  involved  that  of  judging.  In  the  Senate,  then, 
was  clearly  vested,  by  the  Constitution,  the  legislative  and 
judicial  powers  over  its  own  proceedings,  which  leaves 
to  the  presiding  officer  the  ministerial  power  of  the  body 
only,  which  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  power  of 
applying  the  rules  of  the  Senate  to  its  proceedings. 

The  exercise  of  this  power  involved  the  right  of  calling 
to  order,  or  what  was  the  same  thing,  of  directing  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  instances  of  mfraction  of  its  own 
rulej---which  would  explain  the  various  instances  of  its 
exercise  by  the  Chair,  referred  to  by  some  of  the  Senators 
in  the  debate.  In  the  very  unpleasant  instance  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  irom  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Dicxmsoir,] 
the  Chair  did  not  hesitate  in  making  the  call ;  not  for 
words  spoken^either  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  or 
from  Massachusetts,  both  of  whom,  [Mr.  Ravsolph  and 
Mr.  Llotd,]  have  since  ceased  to  be  members  of  this  bo- 
dy. The  Senator  from  Virginia,  on  that  occasion,  was  in 
possesion  of  the  floor,  and,  by  the  rules  of  the  body,  no 
other  Senator  had  a  right  to  rise  until  he  had  finished,  ex- 
cept to  call  to  order.  As  soon  as  the  Chair  perceived 
that  the  object  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  wss 
not  to  make  a  call  to  order,  it  interfered,  as  was  its  duty, 
under  the  rules.  Supposing  that  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Kiiro,]  wno  had  risen  on  the  occasion  to  make 
a  call  to  order,  intended  his  call  for  words  spoken  by  the 
Senator  from  Vii^uia,  [Mr.  R.]  the  Chur  directed  that 
the  words  d^ould  be  reduced  to  writing,  in  conformity 
with  the  seventh  rule  $  but  it  is  inclined  to  think  that  it 
misconceived  the  object  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
I  Mr.  K.]  in  making  the  call  to  order. 

The  tapping  on  the  table  which  was  alluded  to  by  the 
Senator  fron  New  Hampshire,  as  instances,  in  fact,  of 
calls  to  order,  the  Senate  would  find  justified  under  the 
second  rule,  which  provides  that  no  member  shall  speak 
to  anothei^  or  otherwise  interrupt  the  business  of  the 
Senate,  or  read  any  newspaper,  while  the  Journal  or 
other  public  papers  are  reading,  or  when  any  member  is 
■peaking  in  debate.  In  the  ease  alluded  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  of  pronouncing  questions  out  of  order, 
the  Senate  would  see  the  source  <tf  the  power  in  the  rule 
which  prescribes  the  order  in  which  questions  should 
have  priority. 

There  being  no  rule  that  would  authorise  the  Chair  to 
call  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate^  it  became  a  se- 
rious question*  which  deliberately  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Chair,  whether  it  possessed  the  power  from  any 
other  source,  which  resulted  in  the  conviction  that  it  did 
not  This  opinion  was  made  known*  on  the  first  suitable 
occasion. 

The  Chair  perceived  that  such  a  power  could  not  be 


claimed  under  the  Constitution,  without  subverting  pow« 
era  clearly  invested  in  the  Senate  by  the  Constitution.  If 
that  instrument  granted  such  power  at  all,  the  Chair 
would  possess  it,  beyond  the  control  of  the  body,  even  in 
the  shape  of  an  appeal,  and  to  the  extent  to  which  its  own 
judgment  might  dictate.  Hence,  if  it  were  doubtful  as 
to  the  existence  of  such  uncontrollable  powers,  and  of 
such  dangerous  character,  wisdom  enjoined  that  th« 
doubt  should  prevent  its  exercise. 

Could  it  be  supposed,  that  it  was  intended  by  the  fr»- 
mers  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
this  body  should  be  put  under  such  despotic  control  f 
Who  is  a  Senator,  that  the  right  of  uttering  his  sentiments 
within  these  walls  should  be  placed  under  the  will  of 
an  officer  connected,  in  a  certain  measure,  with  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government  ?  He  is  the  represen- 
tative of  a  State  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  and,  in  toe  las- 
ger  States,  is  the  organ  of  the  will  of  more  than  a  million 
of  constituents.  It  would  then  be  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  right  of  determining  what  he  should  say,  and  in  what 
manner,  should  be  placed  by  the  Constitution  in  the  pow- 
er of  an  officer  wholly  irresponsible  to  the  body. 

The  Chair  begs  pardon  of  the  Senate  for  this  intrunon, 
which  nothing  but  a  desire  to  correct  misapprehension  as 
to  its  opinion,  on  so  important  a  subject,  would  justify. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  felt  gratified  at  the  explana- 
tion, because  it  enabled  him,  with  still  more  accuracy,  to 
comprehend  the  view  of  the  Chair,  to  which  end,  also, 
he  had  provided  hmself,  and  then  had  on  hb  desk  a  copy 
of  the  remarks  which  he  had  made,  when  he,  had  an- 
nounced to  the  Sen.ite  the  opinion  alluded  to.  From 
that  opinion,  it  appeared  that  the  Chair  had  taken  the 
position,  that  his  power  "  on  these  great  points,  is  an  ap- 
pellate power  only."  He  should  hereaher  haye^  occa- 
sion to  notice  the  alleged  distinction  between  ministerial 
and  other  power,  and  between  order  affecting  the  lati- 
tude or  freedom  of  debate,  and  some  other  sorts  of  order. 

The  true  question  he  thought  was  narrowed  down  to 
the  enquiry,  whether  the  power  of  preserving  order  is 
lod^d  in  the  Chair,  and  to  be  exerted  originally  and  pri- 
marily by  the  President,  or  whether  this  power  is  ap- 
pellate only,  and  dormant  until  called  into  action  by^  a 
member.  It  cannot,  he  thought,  be  denied  that  the 
President  and  the  members  derived  their  powen  from 
the  same  sources.  Has  any  Senator  on  this  floor,  other 
or  more  powers  than  are  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Con- 
stitution, the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate }  Has  the  Senate  itself  any  other  powers  than  those 
derived  from  these  sources  ?  The  powen  of  the  presid- 
ing officer  is  to  be  traced  to  the  same  sources.  But  gtn^ 
tlemen  ask,  whence  are  derived  the  powers  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  to  order  ?  I'he  question  is  retorted — whence 
do  members  derive  the  power  ?  They  admit  the  power 
to  be  lodged  in  the  House,  and  the  argument  is  that  the 
President  has  it  as  an  appellate  power.  Where  then  do 
they  find  in  the  Constitution  one  word  directing  that  ono 
member  may  call  another  member  to  order  ? 

Where  in  the  laws  of  Congress  or  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate do  they  find  any  express  provision  to  this  effect  f 
There  is  none.  Our  rule  does  not  designate  by  whom 
particularly  a  member  may  be  called  to  oi^er ;  and  if  tiie 
President  waits  for  a  positive  designation,  so  must  a  mem- 
ber. Then  we  are  in  this  dilemma  :  we  have  rules,  but 
no  one  has  authority  to  call  theni  into  action.  Our  pre- 
decesson  must  have  differed  widely  from  ourselves  on 
these  matters,  or  they  have  applied  their  time  and  their 
talents  to  small  account.  The  illustrious  author  of  this 
book  (Jefferson's  Manual)  had  intimated  a  very  different 
opinion  on  this  subject.  He  had  prepared  and  presented 
to  the  Senate  for  their  use  a  parliamentary  rule*  sanction- 
ed by  its  usage  for  more  than  two  hundred  years,  which 
pointed  to  the  presiding  officer  as  the  inditidual  to  move 
m  quettions  of  order.     H  e  then  alluded  to  whil  had  been 
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tailed  by  thehonsrable  gentleman  from  Delaware  [Mr.M'- 
Laiti,]  and  he  must  be  permitted  to  think  very  incorrecf- 
ly  called,  inherent  power.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  reference  to  power  of  the  presiding  officer,  not  de- 
rived from  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  nil«s  of  the  Senate,  he  knew,  of  none  such,  and  utter- 
ly denied  that  they  existed.  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  bad 
reference  to  powers  derived  from  these  sources,  he  could 
not  well  perceive  with  what  propriety  the  term  inherent 
could  be  applied  to  them. 

Mr.  M'LANE  denied  that  he  had  introduced  the  term 
inherent  power  into  the  debate.  He  took  it  up  as  the 
phrase  connected  with  some  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
gentleman  himself,  or  from  some  gentleman  on  that  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  disclaimed  the  introduction  of  the 
term  into  the  debate.  He  was  unwilling,  but  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  repeat  some  of  the  views  he  had  the  honor  to 
submit  yesterday.  The  Constitution  had  made  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  the  President  of  the  Senate. 
It  designed,  by  placing  him  here,  to  invest  him  with 
some  authority,  or  it  did  not.  If  no  authority  was  there- 
by gfiven,  he  has  no  power  to  prevent  a  riot  on  your  floor  ; 
to  protect  your  persons  from  violence,  or  to  interpose  his 
authority  primarily  on  any  other  subject  of  order,  how- 
ever gross  a  violation  of  it  may  be  exhibited  in  his  pre- 
sence. No  law  of  Congress  gives  him  such  power ;  no 
rule  of  the  Senate  confers  it ;  and  he  certainly  cannot 
derive  it  elsewhere.  But  gentlemen  say  he  has  the  pow- 
er to  suppress  a  riot  on  your  Boor  ;  to  secure  your  per- 
sons from  assatilt,  and  to  do  such  like  acts,  which  they 
term  a  ministerial  power.  Now  whence  is  this  ministe- 
rial power  derived,  and  what  is  it  ?  Does  the  Constitu- 
tion confer  it }  It  says  not  one  word  about  it.  Does  n 
'  law  of  Congress  confer  it  ?  It  is  no  where  alluded  to  in 
your  statute  book.  Does  a  rule  of  the  Senate  delegate 
Buch  a  power  ?  Your  rules  are  totally  silent  on  the 
subject  of  any  such  distinction  of  powers,  nor  does  the 
term  ministerial  power  find  place  amongst  them.  What 
is  the  ministerial  power  ?  Gentlemen  have  made  fre- 
quent allusion  to  the  particular  question  of  order  touching 
'<  latitude  of  debate."  He  had  heretofore  said  the  day  had 
gone  by  when  any  man  would  be  willing  in  the  face  of 
this  nation,  to  arrest  the  widest  latitude  of  inquiry  in  this 
body,  and  on  proper  occasions,  into  the  political  charac- 
ter and  conduct  of  public  men.  He  should  select  for  an 
ex&mple,  jutother  instance  of  disorder — the  case  of  a  de- 
famatory and  g^ss  personality — not  an  assault  on  the  bo. 
dy  of  a  member,  but  an  assault  upon  his  honor,  his  integ- 
rity, vitally  affecting  every  principle  by  which  he  main- 
tains his  claims  upon  the  respect  and  esteem  of  society. 
Suppose  such  an  attack  mside  by  one  member  in  the 
course  of  debate,  on  another  and  an  unoffending  mem- 
ber, on  the  floor  ;  and  how  are  we  to  class  this  species 
of  disorder  ?  Is  this  case  to  justify  the  action  of  the  min 
isterial  powers,  which  gentlemen  tell  us  of  ?  Can  the 
presiding  ofHcer  interpose  ?  Or  will  any  membe^r  of  this 
House  say  it  is  a  case  in  which  our  official  dignity  and  our 
personal  security  does  not  require  that  the  Chair  should 
have  authority  to  interpose  ?  Let  us  not  be  told  that  the 
authority  of  any  one  member  on  the  floor  to  call  the  of- 
fending member  to  order  is  sufficient.  It  is  always  an 
odious  business  to  volunteer  in  a  matter  like  this.  There 
are  forty-ax  members,  exclusive  of  the  offending  and  of- 
fended members,  and  it  is  no  more  the  duty  of  one,  than 
it  is  of  all  the  others,  to  move  in  the  affair.  When  one 
member  shall  rise  to  interpose,  he  must  do  so  in  the  ap- 
prehension of  drawing  down  upon  himself  the  angry  pas- 
sions of  the  individual,  who  can  say,  <*  by  what  peculiar 
motive.  Sir,  are  you  called  upon  to  arrest  remarks  which 
forty-five  other  members,  equally  appreciating  the  ndes 
of  propriety  and  decorum,  have  manifested  no  reluctance 
to  hearP 


Are  we  then  to  leave  the  offended  individual  to  move 
the  question  of  order  }  Was  it  not  enough  that  he  should 
be  the  victim  of  the  most  unfounded  imputation — ^that  his 
feelings  have  been  lacerated,  and  his  whole  mental  ener- 
gies perhaps  prostrated  and  confounded,  by  an  unprovok- 
ed and  unmerited  assault  ?    Is  it  in  a  moment  like  this, 
that  an  injured  and  oppressed  individual  is  to  be  left  to 
his  own  resources  of  defence  and  protection  ?    No,  said 
Mr.  C.  he  was  the  last  who  should  or  could  move  in  the 
affair.    Perhaps  the  very  fact  of  his  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  presiding  officer  to  arrest  such  a  course  of  remark, 
would  with  many  be  relied  on  as  evincive  of  the  verity  of 
the  very  aspersion,  which  it  might  be  sud  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  hear,  because  not  able  to  disprove.     Every  gene- 
rous feeling  demanded  the  aid  of  other  means.    If  there 
was  any  propriety  in  protecting  our  persons  from  injury, 
much  more  was  there  in  guarding  our  private  feelings 
and  our  honor  from  injury  of  a  much  more  serious  char- 
acter.    It  should  be  the  special  province  of  the  chair  to 
curb  such  passions,  and  prevent  such  .scenes.    But  he 
did  not  know  whether  gentlemen  would  Include  such  a 
case  in  the  class  of  ministerial  duties  admitted  to  be  in  the 
province  of  the  chair.    It  seemed  clearly  to  be  within  the 
exclusion  of  the  language  of  the  presiding  officer,  be- 
cause, being  in  the  course  of  debate,  it  would  aflEect 
the  latitude  of  debate,   and  therefore,  came  only  with- 
in his  appellate   jurisdiction.      Mr.  C.  said,  he  really 
did  not    know  what  these    ministerial  duties  are,    to 
which  gentlemen  have  reference,  no  more  than  he  knew 
from  what  source  they  derived  them.     The  true  state  of 
the  case  appeared  to  him  to  be,  that  the  Constitution  had 
clearly  indicated  the  powers  of  our  presiding  officer  by 
making   him  such.     Ex  vi  iamUni,  he  possessed  the 
powers  usual  and  proper  to  be  exercised  by  a  presiding 
officer,  according  to  the  usage  and  notions  indulged  by 
those  who  had  given  him  this  character.    The  Tery  men 
who  had  appointed  him  President  of  the  Senate,  ex-qffieio^ 
had  themselves  a  distinct  and  definite  idea  of  the  powers 
and  duties  of  a  presiding  officer  of  a  Legislatiye  body. 
The  rules  and  usages  of  Congress,  borrowed  from  the 
laws  and  rules  of  Parliament,  gave  them  as  it  did  to  every 
man  who  had  an  acquaintance  with  the  legislative  bodies 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  as  correct  and  intelligible  an 
idea  of  the  powers  and  offices  of  the  premding  office,  of 
a  legislative  body,  as  of  Uie  powers  and  duties  of  a  jndge, 
or  any  other  officer  named  in  the  Constitution ;  and  it 
was  as  much  to  be  expected  that  they  should  g^  on  to 
say,  when  speaking  of  a  judg^e,  that  he  shall  hear  and  de- 
cide questions  of  law,  as  to  say,  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate  he  shall  cause  order  and  decorum  to  be  observed, 
as  well  from  one  member,  when  in  debate,  to  another 
member,  as  from  persons  not  members  who  commit  acts 
of  violence  in  the  Chamber. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Taxsvsx.1^]  has 
well  said,  when  a  wor(l  is  found  in  that  instmment  with  a 
known  received  signification,  it  is  to  be  received  by  us  as 
importing  such  signification.  The  honorable  gentleman 
illustrates  this  remark  by  reference  to  the  word  **  court." 
I,  said  Mr.  C .  illustrate  the  same  remark  by  the  words 
"  President  of  the  Senate." 

The  Constitution  gave  to  the  President  of  the  Senate 
such  powers,  as,  according  to  the  practice  of  thoee  who 
made  it,  and  all  the  States  which  received  it,  were  usual- 
ly exercised  by  such  an  officer;  and  as  their  powers  were 
invariably  exercised  in  common  with  tlie  rie-ht  of  the  bo- 
dy itself,  to  alter  and  amend  its  rules,  so  the  same  right 
was  reserved  to  this  body,  by  that  instrument,  and  the 
Senate  have  no  more  right  to  adopt,  in  the  name  of  *'  rules 
of  proceedings,"  wild  and  extravagant  decrees,  enlarging^ 
their  own  powers  or  limiting  those  of  their  President,  in 
violation  of  all  Parliamentary  and  Congressional  practice, 
than  their  President  has  to  usurp  powers  never  supposed 
to  belong  to  the  station  of  a  presiding  officer,  or  to  refuse 
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the  exercise  of  such  as  arc  universally  admitted  to  belong 
to  the  station. 

With  the  conviction  of  the  constitutional  existence  of 
these  powers  in  the  presiding  officer,  and  an  entire  wil- 
lin^^ess  to  rely  on  their  exercise,  the  Senate,  at  an  early 
period,  "  formed,  to  use  Mr.  Jefferson's  language,  some 
rales  for  its  own  government,  but  these  going  only  to  few 
casts,  they  have  referred  to  the  decision  of  their  Pre- 
«dent,  without  debate  and  without  appeal,  all  questions 
of  order  arising  under  their  own  rules,  or  w!)ere  they  have 
t)roTided  none  :  thus  placing  **  under  his  discretion,"  as 
«•  continues,  "a  very  extennve  field  of  decision." 

On  some  of  the  pkmest  as  well  as  the  most  important 
items  of  legislative  order,  the  Senate  had  no  written  rule 
whatever.  He  believed  in  every.lcgislative  body  it  was 
held  necessary  to  restrain  the  speaker  from  subjects 
wholly  and  obviously  foreign  and  irrelevant  to  the  matter 
in  YitLod,  But  yet,  unless  it  had  eluded  his  research, 
tliere  was  no  written  rule  of  the  Senate  to  secure  this  ne- 
cessary result.  Not  one  word  on  the  subject.  If  he  were 
now  to  leave  the  subject  of  the  rules  and  practice  of  this 
body,  and  indulge  himself  in  a  history  of  the  beauty,  the 
splendor,  and  the  utility,  of  the  Chesapeake  ai\d  Delaware 
Canal,  he  would  deny  the  authority  of  any  individual  in 
this  Chamber,  whether  president  or  member,  to  charge 
upon  him  a  violation  of  order,  on  the  hypothesis,  that  the 
iez  Bcripta  is  the  only  rule  of  this  House.  If  the  Itix  non 
9eripta^  if  any  thing  beside  the  constitution,  laws  of  Con- 
gress, or  written  rules  of  the  Senate,  could  restrain  m(^,  I 
ask,  (said  Mr.  C.)  where  is  it  found,  and  when  found  I  ask, 
does  it  confine  the  primary  call  to  the  member,  and  re- 
fuse  it  to  the  Pi*esident  except  on  appeal  ?  This  is  the 
question,  and  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  it,  and  gentlemen 
will  find  the  same  argument  which  proves  the  authority 
of  the  member,  proves  the  authority  of  the  president : 
and  if  they  deny  the  authority  of  eitlier  or  both,  they  leave 
US  in  a  miserable  condition,  totally  unable  to  secure  the 
preservation  of  order  or  decorum  at  all.  This  is  a  state 
of  things  from  which  we  wish  to  escapt,  and  the  interest- 
ing inquiry  is,  by  what  mode  can  we  do  so. 

On  a  former  occasion,  our  presiding  officer  declared  his 
opinion,  after  much  reflection,  that  he  had  no  right  to  call 
t » ortleron  questions  touching  latitude  of  debate.  No  dis- 
cussion was  had  at  the  time,  and  no  member  was  called  to 
express  his  assent  or  dissent  to  the  opinion.  A  comniit- 
inent  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate  for  revision,  had  been 
made,  and  their  report  was  in  progress  of  adoption  with- 
out the  slightest  reference  to  that  opinion,  when  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Tazf-weix,]  thought 
it  proper  to  propose  an  inquiry  to  the  Chairman,  whether 
the  6th  and  7th  rules  had  been  the  subject  of  their  parti- 
cular notice,  and  if  so,  whether  the  committee  tiad  sus> 
tained  the  Chair  in  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed.  To 
these  inquiries,  the  Chairman  answered  affirmatively.  If 
our  action  on  this  matter  had  ceased  here,  or  if  no  otiier 
•tep  were  taken  by  the  Senate  but  to  adopt  tlie  amend- 
racnts  of  the  Committee,  with  tins  accompanying  explana- 
tion and  construction  of  the  Chairman,  it  would  settle  this 
question  as  far  forth  as  the  deliberate  sense  of  this  Senate 
can  settle  it.  Being  of  the  number  of  those  who  difTercd 
from  the  Chair  and  from  the  committee  in  tlie'r  construc- 
lion  of  the  powers  of  the  presiding  officer,  he  had  imme- 
diately engaged  himself  in  preparing  a  mf»tinn  to  recom- 
mit tlic  rules,  with  instnictions  to  amend  tliero,  by  ex- 
presily  delegating  totlie  Chair  the  right  of  primarily 
calling  to  order,  which  he  believed  it  ought  to  possess 
He  felt  himself  driven  to  the  alternative  of  giving  the 
tiower  by  express  rule,  or  to  acquiesce  in  the  practice 
which  the  President  has  told  u»  he  feels  himself  bound  to 

Jwnue,  and  which  the  committee  say  is  the  only  practice 
ustified  by  our  existing  rules. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Foot] 
aaticipattd  this  purpose,  by  submitting  his  amendment. 
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If  gentlemen  admit  the  propriety  of  this  interposition 
from  the  chair,  to  protect  our  persons  from  violence,  to 
prevent  our  chamber  from  being  the  scene  of  riot,  and  to 
prohibit  ourselves,  when  not  engaged  at  the  moment  in 
debate,  from  loud  talking  and  noise,  how  can  it  be  lest 
necessary  to  bring  it  into  action  when  harsh  and  inflamma- 
tory and  personal  language  is  indulged  by  a  member  in 
debate  }  He  would  not  again  propose  the  question  which 
so  forcibly  presented  itself  ?  he  had  before  put  it  to  gen- 
tlemen to  distinguish,  if  they  could,  between  the  cases  in 
reference  to  the  derivation  of  power  ;  but  he  would  ask, 
why  confer  the  one,  and  withhold  the  other  '  And  when 
we  ask  you  to  express  by  this  rule  the  existence  of  such  n 
power  in  the  chair,  do  we  wish  to  stop  debate,  or  abridgo 
its  latitude  and  restrict  it  within  narrower  limits  titan  it 
now  claims  ?  No,  Sir,  we  wish  no  such  thing  \  we  wish 
to  make  it  the  duty  of  a  partictdur  individual,  and  he  the 
presiding  officer,  to  do  that  which  it  is  said  is  now  the  du- 
ty, or  rather  privilege  of  all,  and  therefore,  though  neces- 
sary to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this  body,  and  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation,  is  not  likely  to  be  done  by  any  one 
We  wish  to  vest  this  power,  ancl  make  it  the  duty  too  of 
one  who  is  placed  here  bv  other  means  than  by  our  votes, 
who,  not  deriving  authority  from  us,  and  not  participating 
in  our  debates,  has  composure  and  opportunity  to  observe, 
and  disposition  to  resist,  even  the  first  approach  toward  a 
deportment  unbecoming  the  representative  of  a  sovereign 
State,  and  calculated  to  disturb  rather  than  to  promote 
the  legitimate  objects  of  our  mibHion.  We  wish  this  pow- 
er to  repose  where  it  has  been  pluced  and  is  now  exercis* 
ed  in  every  legislative  body  of  which  we  have  any  know- 
ledge. 

There  was  another  point,  to  which  he  said  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ^Mr.  Smith,]  had  so 
efficiently  g^iven  his  notice,  that  it  should  not  cause  him  to 
fatigue  the  Senate  much  longer;  that  was,  the  very  sin- 
gular suggestion,  that  the  amendment  gave  a  dangerous 
increase  of  power  to  the  Chair. 

He  had  ycoterday  answered  this  objection,  and  he  did 
not,  after  reflection,  perceive  the  fallacy  of  his  reasons  i 
but  he  would  now  meet  it  in  another  mode,  and  give  to 
those  who  urge  either  horn  of  the  dilemma.  Suppose, 
then,  first,  that  the  President  is  a  man  of  intelligence, 
integrity,  and  patriotism  ?  can  any  member  of  this  bodj 
be  unwilling  to  confide  to  such  hands  thp  pcJwer  of  pre- 
serving order  and  deconim  ?  He  would  not  allow  him- 
self  so  to  think.  Then  let  us  next  suppose  the  presiding 
officer  to  be  such  a  monster  as  the  gentlemen  have  con- 
jured up — to  borrow  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith,]  to  be  utterly  destitute  of 
intelligence,  isitegrity,  patriotism,  or  any  principle  which 
can  protect  you  against  his  machinations  \  one  who  will 
eagerly  seize  upon,  and  despotically  use  every  nower 
which  he  can  bring  within  his  grasp.  Will  gentlemen 
say  it  is  to  such  a  man  they  are  willing  to  surrender 
the  decision  of  their  rights,  a  decision  final,  conclusive, 
and  irreversible  ?  It  is  lu  vain  to  .say,  we  shall  find  safety 
in  the  fact,  that  this  power  can  only  be  called  into  life  by 
a  member  on  the  floor.  Such  a  man  will  never  want  the 
means  to  persuade  or  deceive  some  one  of  the  forty-eight 
men  into  a  participation  of  his  plans.  He  will  always  be 
able  to  make  some  one,  however  unwillingly,  yet  the 
sure  instrument  of  his  treacherous  purposes.  Thus  stands 
the  matter,  according  to  the  powers  of  the  President,  al- 
leged to  be  derived  from  existing  rules.  What  would  be 
the  result  of  the  different  cases  supposed,  afler  the  pro- 
posed change  of  the  rule  '  If  your  presiding  officer  shall 
be  intelligent  and  patriotic,  disposed  and  capable  to  do 
his  duty,  he  will  be  no  less  likely  to  give  yuu  sound  de- 
cisions,' because  there  may  be  an  appeal  firom  his  judg. 
racnt.  In  the  other  cose  supposed,  in  which  your  pre. 
siding  officer  is  presumed  to  be  destitute  of  sound  princi- 
ple and  honest  intention,  surely  it  cannot  be  cause  of  coni« 
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plaint  that  you  reserve  to  yooPBelycB  the  rig^ht  of  revising 
the  decisions  of  no  officer  who  is  corrupt,  the  right  to 
correct  the  mischiefs  of  an  arbitrary  despot  ?  the  right,  in 
fine,  of  protecting  ourselves  and  our  States,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  those  prerogatives  which  the  Constitution  and 
laws  uf  the  land  have  guaranteed  to  them,  and  to  us  as 
their  representatives.  Where  can  we  hope  for  safety 
And  protection,  if  not  among  ourselves,  in  the  majority  of 
this  body  ?  Are  we  to  be  told,  that  as  one  individual  may 
be  deceived,  or  seduced,  so  tnay  the  majority  >  The  an- 
swer is,  that  when  that  fearful  day  shall  arrive,  which 
shall  witness  a  cormption  of  a  majority  of  this  House, 
when  this  whole  bod^  is  to  unite  with  an  unprincipled 
sspirant,  who  tramples  under  foot  the  sacred  obligations 
of  the  Constitution,  and  his  solemn  oath  to  God,  it  little 
matters  what  are  your  rules.  If  such  a  day  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  arrive,  the  destinies  of  this  nation  are  sealed,  its 
fairest,  fondest  hopes  are  blasted  Yorever  ;  and  in  the  ge- 
neral wreck  of  law  and  order,  no  rule  you  can  make  will 
escape  the  genera]  ruin. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  of  N.  H.  observed,  that  the  course 
of  remarks  on  th:s  subject,  by  the  e^entleman  from  Mary- 
land, had  imposed  a  duty  on  all,  who  might  vote  for  the 
amendment  for  reasons  different  from  his,  to  explain  their 
views  or  consent  to  be  misunderstood  or  misrepresented. 
The  amendment,  said  Mr.  W.  in  its  operation,  has  not 
been  distinctly  apprehended  ;  else  probably  less  diversi 
ty  of  opinion  would  exist  as  to  its  adoption.     It,  in  truth, 
will  work  two  separate  and  independent  effects.     One 
will  be,  to  confer  on  the  Chair  a  new  power,  the  other  to 
place  k  new  limit  or  restriction  on  all  its  power.     One 
IS  produced  by  giving  the  authority  to  call  to  order  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  ;  the  other,  by  giving  an  appeal, 
from  that  call  to  order,  and  from  all  decisions  of  every 
kind,  to  the  members  of  the  Senate.     As  a  friend  to  re- 
stricted power  in  all  public  officers,  and  to  jealousy  of  its 
exercise,  he  should  certainly  vote  for  tlie  appeal  $  and  as 
the  right  to  call  to  order  in  the  first  instance  by  the  Chair, 
was  of  so  little  consequence,  when  subjected  to  an  appeal, 
he  should  also  vote  for  that,  if  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
appeal  separately.     Rvery  gentleman  will  see  that  this 
||Tant  of  a  new  power,  to  one  person  more,  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  forty-seven,  may  call  to  order  in  the 
first  instance  for  words  spoken,  is  nut  likely  to  produce 
cither  much  good  or  hurt,  if  controlled  by  that  forty  seven 
on  an  appeal  from  the  Chair.     So  that  the  whole  contest, 
worth  a  moment's  consideration,  was  that  part  of  the 
amendment,  subjecting  all  calls  to  order  by  the  Chair  to 
the  reri^on  of  the  Senate.     This  was  entirely  a  new  pro- 
vision.     It  had  not  been  formerly  introduced,  for  the  very 
plain  reason,  that  no  power  to  call  to  order  in  this  case 
had  ever  been  conferred  on  the  Chair  by  the  rules  of  this 
body.     If  it  had  been,  as  was  done  in  the  other  House, 
expressly — then,  undoubtedly,  as  there,  it  would  here, 
have  been  subjected  to  an  appeaL     To  suppose  that 
the  Senate  would  confer  such  an  essential  and  controll 
ing  power  over  the  deliberations  without  an^  restriction, 
when  the  other  House  had  imposed  implicit  restriction, 
would  be  to  suppose  the  Senate  less  vigilant  and  more 
aervile  and  slavish  to  their  presiding  office^  than  any 
other  legislative  body  in  any  free  government.      The 
other  house  acting  under  the  same  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution would  limit  the  power,  though  the  Speaker  is  ap- 
pointed by  themselves--.is  one  of  their  own  number,  and 
daily  amenable  to  their  authority ;  and  yet  the  Senate 
would  not  limit  the  power,  when  their  presiding  officer 


ss  compared  with  the  other  House,  or  were  "  ineffably 
stupid."  The  words  of  the  rules  exem  pt  from  this  reproach, 
most  clearly,  our  fathers  who  cautiously  fbrmed  them. 
The  sixth  and  seventh  contain  no  language  in  any  way 
consistent  with  the  idea,  that  by  them  the  V:ce  President 
is  any  thing  but  an  umpire  in  all  calls  to  order  for  words 
spoken.  In  both  of  them  be  is  expressly  authorized  to 
render  judgment  after  tlie  call ;  whereas,  if  he  himself 
made  the  call  he  would  render  judgment  before  he  made 
the  caU.  Me  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
as  a  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  politician,  to  s»^',  if  the  words  of 
the  rules  admitted  of  any  other  construction,  and  that  their 
spirit  would  admit  of  no  other,  since  no  appeal  was  pro- 
vided for  from  the  decision  of  the  Vice  President,  no  man 
of  independent  feeling,  and  of  due  respect  to  those  who 
made  the  rules,  could  for  a  moment  believe. 

I  shall  vote  then  for  the  last  part  of  the  amendment,  if 
the  first  part  be  adopted  t  because  tbe  first  part  confers 
a  new  power^  never  before  conferred  by  our  roles.  I 
should  vote  for  it  also  if  the  first  part  be  not  adopted,  ss 
it  is  a  salutar>  restraint  on  the  old  powers  conferred  by 
our  rules. 

But  I  am  utterly  astonished,  that  gentlemen  can  sup- 
port this  branch  of  the  amendment,  and  still  argue  that 
the  Vice  President  has  a  power  to  call  to  order  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  independent  of  any  rules  made  by  this 
body.  'Iliis  has  trul^  been  pronounced  a  doctrine  most 
dangerous  and  alarming.  Where  does  he  obtain  it  ?  From 
the  Constitution  ?  But  that  confers  upon  the  Senate,  and 
not  their  presiding  officer,  the  right  to  make  rules.  He 
can  only  preside,  or  administer  rules  already  made.  The 
express  ^nt  to  them  of  this  right  to  make  rules,  ex- 
cludes his  right  to  make  them  ;  and  if  he  cannot  make 
one  by  the  Constitution,  it  is,  on  this  same  principle,  an 
usurpation,  if  he  undertake  to  make  one  by  the  &x  par-- 
UampniariOf  or  virtute  officii^  or  in  other  way  not  autho- 
rized and  ratified  by  tlie  Senate,  to  whom  alone  constitu- 
tionally is  delegated  this  important  truj>t  But  a  single 
and  decisive  answer  to  all  claim  uf  an  implied  or  iniierent 
power  in  the  Vice  President  to  make  and  enforce  this 
rule,  without  an  express  grant  of  the  Senate,  to  call  a 
member  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate  is,  that  if  he 
possess  this  power  we  cannot  rightly  subject  it  to  an  ap. 
peal.  If  he  possess  it  in  any  way,  I  care  not  what,  inJe« 
pendent  of  an  express  rule  made  by  us — we  can  neither 
divest  him  of  it  nor  in  any  manner  restrict  it.  It  becomes 
an  encroachment  and  usurpation  by  us  to  attempt  to  sub- 
ject it  to  an  appeal.  He  can,  and  ought  to  put  our  ap- 
peal to  defiance.  He  is  not  responsible  to  us  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  powers  not  conferred  by  us  ;  but  responsible  to 
the  people  alone. 

All,  tiien,  who  believed  that  the  Vice  President  did  not 
derive  his  power  from  express  grant  by  the  Senate,  must 
of  course  vote  against  the  appeal,  or  be  guilty  of  attempt- 
ing to  impose  shackles  on  that  officer,  which,  under  the 
Constitution  and  his  constitutional  rights,  cannot  lawfully 
be  imposed.  But  all  who  believe  that  he  derived  it  from 
express  grant  by  us,  would  certainly  not  make  that  grant 
without  the  caution  and  jealousy  of  subjecting  the  power 
to  our  revision.  Nobody  has  greater  confidence  than 
myself  in  the  present  presiding  oflScer,  in  his  integrity^ 
intelligence,  or  liberal  principles. ' 

But  we  are  about  to  establish  a  new  precedent,  per- 
haps to  last  many  years  :  we  arc  about,  in  my  opinion,  to 
confer,  by  the  first  part  of  the  amendment,  a  new,  and, 
standing  alone,  important  power  ;   times  and  men  may 


was  not  appomted  by  themselves  ;  w  as  not  elected  in  the  change  ;  and,  for  one.  I  will  never  consent  to  bestow  it 
same  manner,  and  xms  not  amenable  to  their  pleasure  for  I  on  any  officer  whatever,  unless  subject  to  an  appeal  and 
Any  supposed  neglect  of  duty.  To  argue,  therefbiv,  that  revision  by  this  bodv.  By  such  an  appeal,  the  grant  be- 
th*.  vi^-.  i»r*«Ai«*  i...  h**-.#^f«.-    u.r  —    ...1..    i,..i    conicsoflitUe  consequence,  and  will  leave,  unimpaired. 


the  Vice  PreauSnt  has  heretofore,  Uy  our  rules,  had 
this  power  to  caQ  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
without  any  appeal  to  the  Senate^  is  to  aver,  tliat  those 
who  made  these  rules  were  most  regardless  of  their  safety. 


in  this  body,  the  highly  essential  attribute  of  controlKng 
its  own  deliberations. 

Mr.  BERUIEN  said,  that  he  had  framed  an  ftmenddlent 
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an  the  form  of  a  resolution,  which  he  would  now  offer  to 
the  consideration  of  ffc  Senate.    He  considered  tlie 
power  of  calling  to  onler  in  other  cases  than  in  debate,  a 
Well  settled  ministerial  power,  which  could  exist  in  no 
otlier  hands  than  those  of  the  Vice  President — because 
the  attention  of  the  members  is  not  supposed  to  be  upon 
the  proceedings  in  such  cases.    But  in  the  debate,  the 
attention  of  every  member  would  be  wide  awake  ;  they 
would  be  the  most  interested  in  cliecking  disorderly  lan- 
guage ;  and,  therefore,  a  delegation  of  power  to  call  to 
order  in  such  cases  would  imply  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Senators  themselves.     The  g-eneral  disposition  of  the 
Senate  to  preserve  decorum  seemed  to  make  such  a  de- 
legation  of  power  unnecessary.     He  was,  thus,  disposed 
to  confirm  to  the  presiding-  officer  the  right  of  calling  to 
order  in  all  ordinary  cases ;  and  to  retain  to  tlie  members 
of  this  body  the  right  of  calling  to  order  during  debate  ; 
imposing  upon  the  President  the  duty  of  determining 
whether  the  call  should  be  sustained  or  not,  with  a  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Senate  in  difficult  cases. 

Mr.  B.  then  proposed  to  amend  the  said  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  therefrom  the  words'*  by  tlic  Pre- 
sident or  a  Senator,"  and  inserting  the  words,  "  for  any 
other  cause  tlian  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  by  the  Pre- 
sident or  a  Senator,  or  for  words  so  spoken  by  a  Senator." 
Mr.  FOOT  said :  I  rise  to  defend  my  amendment 
against  the  unfounded  charges  which  have  been  made 
against  the  amendment  itscU,  and,  by  implication,  against 
me,  for  offering  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
But  before  I  proceed  to  consider  these  charges,  1  will 
first  reply  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  fh>m 
Georgia,  [Mr.  DsnitiKiT.] 

What,  sir,  does  his  amendment  propose  ?  To  strike 
out  from  my  amendment  that  part  which  recognises  in  the 
President  the  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  order.  If  adopt- 
ed* it  will  defeat  the  original  amendment  entirely,  an<l 
leave  the  6th  rule  with  all  its  imperfections  and  embar- 
nssments. 

This  amendment,  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the 
Amendment  under  discussion,  applies  to  the  7th  rule, 
which  relates  to  calls  to  order  for  words  spoken.  [Here 
llr.  F.  read  6th  and  7th  rules.]  The  original  amendment 
applies  only  to  the  6th  nile,  directly,  but  involves  all 
questions  of  order,  so  far  as  to  embrace  the  right  of  ap- 
peal. The  Senator  may  obtain  his  object  by  amending 
the  7th  rule — but  if  his  amendment  should  now  prevail, 
it  will  entirely  defeat  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
first  amendment,  which  is,  not  so  much  to  settle  a  disputed 
point,  as  to, explain  an  ambignity  in  an  existing  rule— not 
to  confer  any  new  power,  but  to  strip  an  existing  rule  of 
ambiguity  and  doubts — which  this  discussion,  from  both 
sided  of  the  Senate,  proves  incontestibly  to  exist  in  the 
present  rule  ;  and  which  it  appears  has  exposed  the  pre 
aiding  ofRcer  to  very  serious  and  unpleasant  imputations, 
because  he  has  given  to  the  rule  a  constniction  different 
from  any  of  his  predecessors.  One  objc-ct  in  proposing 
this  amendment,  both  in  committee  and  now  in  the  Sc- 
nate,  A'as,  to  remove  any  doubts  aiid  embarrassments 
which  have  been,  or  may  be,  caused  by  tlie  present  rule, 
and  to  settle  the  question  definitively,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate.  If  the  amendment  prepared  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  should  prevail,  this  object  will  be  defeated. 
I  am,  therefore,  opposed  to  this  amendment. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed  bv  me  in  committee, 
and  now  before  the  Senate,  by  a  cafl  from  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Taxbwklij— -for,  sir,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted  to  say,  that,  on  this  subject,  I  feel  myself  abso- 
lutely and  imperatively  called  upon  to  defend  the  amend- 
ment, and  to  state  ray  reasons  for  opposing  it  in  commit- 
tee—I have  only  to  sav,  that,  standing  in  my  place  as  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  which  com- 
pose this  Union,  I  cbim  the  right  to  propose  to  the  con- 
aidcration  of  the  Senate  any  measure,  either  in  rcbtion 


to  the  general  interests  of  the  Nation,  or  to  our  own  pro- 
ceeding^ which  appears  to  my  judgment  to  be  expe- 
dient  and  proper,  on  my  own  responsibility,  and  sliall  al- 
ways be  ready  and  willing  to  assign  the  reasons  which  in« 
duce  me  to  make  such  proposition  ;  and  1  know  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Senate  will  accord  to  every  Senator  this  pri- 
vilege. 

What  is  my  amendment  ?    A  plain  proposition  so  to 
amend  an  existing  rule,  as  to  recognise  in  the  President 
of  the  Senate  the  right  and  the  obligation  to  call  a  Sena- 
tor to  order  for  a  breach  of  the  xiTitten  nilcs,  or  any  viola- 
tion of  that  deconim  which  is  indispensable  to  presene 
the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  and  facilitate  tlie  transaction  of 
the  p-.iblic  business  ;  to  restore  the  rights  and  powers  of 
the  President,  which  have  been  limited  and  destroyed  by 
the  written  rule,  or  by  the  construction  which  has  been 
given  to  it — with  this  additional  guard  against  its  abuse, 
to  allow  an  appeal,  in  all  cases,  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Chair  :  in  short,  lo  secure  to  the  Senate  the  control  of 
their  own  deliberations,  and  the  same  privileges  which' 
are  enjoyed  by  every  other  deliberative  body,  in  tliis,  and 
every  other  country  which  has  a  representative  assembly. 
Now,  I  appeal  to  every  .Senator  on  this  floor  :  Is  tliis 
proposition  obnoxious  to  the  harsh  epithets  which  have 
been  heaped  upon  it }    Is  this  the  monstrous  power — as 
stated  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware  }  [Mr.  McLavb.]  Is 
this  a  gag  law — as  stated  by  tJie  Senator  from  Kentucky  f 
[Mr.  RowAK.]  Am  I,  sir,  to  be  charged  with  proposing  to 
give  to  any  man  a  *<manstrous  power,"  orwitn  havmg 
proposed  a  '*  gag  law  f"    Sir,  my  political  course  has  ne- 
ver exposed  me  to  such  a  charge  among  my  acquaint- 
ance ;  it  does  not  apply  to  one  of  my  political  tenets, 
however  familiar  it  may  be  with  some  gentlemen. 

But,  sir,  in  proposing  and  advocating  this  amendment, 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  disputes  or  altercations  in 
this  body,  previous  to  tlie  present  session,  when  1  first 
became  a  member :  and  1  will  not  be  dragged  into  any 
such  discussion— although,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
and  of  the  Senate,  f  shall  never  hesitate  to  do  my  duty. 

My  only  object  in  offering  this  amendment,  was,  to  cor- 
rect an  evil  which  may  arise  from  the  construction  of  the 
present  rule,  and  which  this  debate  fully  proves  to  have 
existed,  and  which  certainly  requires  a  remedy.  Under 
the  present  nrie,  with  the  construction  which  it  has  re- 
ceived, taken  in  connexion  with  Jefferson's  Manual 
(which  is  considered  as  the  guide  for  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  in  all  cases  not  specially  provided  for  by  the 
rules  of  the  Senate,)  I  eontend  that  no  Senator  can  be 
calh  d  to  order  for  offensive  words  until  he  has  finished 
his  speech.  Now,  Sir,  unless  we  provide,  by  a  special 
rule,  that  a  member  may  be  called  to  order  while  speak- 
ing, we  shall  be  compelled  to  nt  as  patiently  as  we  can 
ami  hear  the  whole  abuse  $  and  after  he  has  finished  we 
may  then  call  him  to  order  and  punish  him ;  this'certain- 
ly  is  not  a  remedy  for  the  evil.  Every  other  deliberative 
body  has,  by  a  special  rule,  provided  a  remedy  for  tliis 
evil ;  and  my  amendment  proposes  a  similar  rule  for  the 
Senate. 

But,  Sir,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Bsrrixn,]  will  prevent  the  President  from 
exercising  this  power,  which  is  considered  indispensable 
for  the  preservation  of  order  and  the  prerogative  of  erery 
other  presiding  ofiicer.  My  own  experience  proves,  and 
every  Senator  present  will  agree  with  me^  that  this  power 
involves  too  much  delicacy  to  be  often  osecl  by  members. 
It  Is  extremely  unpleasant  for  a  Senator  to  caU  a  brother 
Senator  to  order:  but  if  the  President  in  his  official  char- 
acter calls  to  order,  this  delicacy  is  not  feU^  nor  is  offence 
given ;  nor  can  there  be  any  danger  of  the  abuse  of  the 
power,  if  an  appeal  be  allowed  to  the  Seo^^  from  the 
decisions  of  the  Chair.  ^VT 

The  question  was  then  Uken  on  the  aroendiJent  offered 
by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  (the  yess  and  nayt  haying  been  call- 
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r<)  by  Mr.  Cu&mbbhb,)  and  it  was  rejected  by  tlie  follow- 
iiifr  vote : 

YEAS-^rMessra.  Benton,  Berrien,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Bllif,  Rayne,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  Kane,  King,  Mcljine,  Ma- 
con, Ridgely,  Rowan,  Smith,  of  Md.  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Van  Biiren,  White,  Williams,  Woodburj'.— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  HoalignyiCham- 
brrs.  Chase,  Cobb,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnsion, 
of  Lou.  Knight,  McKinley,  Marks,  Noble,  Parris,  Rub- 
bins,  Kugglcs,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  S.  C. 
Thomas,  Willcy.— 24. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  to  the 
«th  and  7th  rules,  proposed  by  Mr.  FOOT,  the  y«as  and 
•ays  were  called  by  Mr.  CHASE. 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  a  division  of  the  amendment,  and 
that  the  question  on  striking  out  be  first  taken. 

Mr.  COBB  suggested  that  the  gentleman's  object  would 
be  attained  by  moving  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  strik- 
ing out  a  certain  portion  of  it. 

Before  the  division  proposed  by  Mr.ROWAN  took  place, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  moved  an  adjournment. 

WEDir«Bi>AT,  Febbuaut  13,  18-28. 
PROCESS  IN  COURTS  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  Senate  went  into  con- 
lideratlon  of  the  bill  to  regulate  Processes  in  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the 
^th  September,  1789. 

[This  bill  establishes  the  modes  of  proceeding  in  suits 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  those  States  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  since  the  year  1789 — in  those  of  Com- 
mon Law  the  same  as  in  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the  same 
6tfcte— in  proceedings  of  Equity  according  to  the  princi- 
ples, rules,  and  usages,  of  the  Courts  ef  Equity  of  the  said 
States— and,  in  those  of  Admiralty  and  Maritime  Juris- 
diction, according  to  the  rules  ami  usages  of  Courts  of 
Admiralty,  as  contm  distinguished  from  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Law,  except  so  far  as  may  have  been  otherwise  pro- 
Tided  for  by  acia  of  Congress,  and  subject  to  such  altera- 
tions and  additions  as  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
may  think  expedient,  or  to  such  regulations  as  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  shall  from  time  to  time 
prescribe.]  ^^ 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  to  strike  out  all  the 
bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  a  first  section, 
iimilar  to^  the  first  portion  of  the  original  bill,  and  a  se- 
cond section,  in  tlie  following  words  :  **  That  so  much  of 
•*  any  act  of  Congress  as  authorizes  the  Courts  of  the 
*'  United  States,  or  the  Supreme  Court  thereof,  at  their 
**  discretion,  to  add  or  modify  any  of  the  rules,  forms, 
**  modes,  and  usages,  aforesaid,  of  the  forms  of  writs  of 
**  execution,  and  other  process,  except  their  style,  shall 
"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  \"  was  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate. 

On  thi»  amendment  a  Debate  arose,  which  continued 
until  a  1atehour,in  which  Messrs  M'KJNLET,S  ANFORD, 
TAZEWELL,  JOHNSON,  of  Kentuckv,  BERUIEN, 
VAN  BUREN,  KANK,  M'LANE,  and  llOWAN,  parti- 
cipated. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called,  by  Mr.S.\NFORD, 
on  the  question  of  striking  out  the  original  bill,  and  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickcrson, 
Eaton,  EUls,  Harrison,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  King,  McKinley,  McLane,  Harris,  Ridgely, 
Rowan,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van 
Buirn,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury— 2:^. 

KAYS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bou- 
figny,  Cha^M^^hskSe,  Foot,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Knight, 
^^^'^'^i^^'4I^P^^"^*  Euggics,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Sils- 
bee, SiMteHSH^land,  Thomas,  Willey— 21. 

The  ttseado^Kcn  rectirred  on  the  6rst  section  moved 
by  Mr.  ROWAC  Mr.  JOHNSON  having  called  for  the 
y tas  and  nays-* 


Mr. SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  was  not  agreed  to  ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
the  first  section  was  adopted,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLane, 
Macon,  Noble,  Parris,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  South  Carolina,*  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler, 
Van  Buren,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury— 28. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bou- 
ligny.  Chambers,  Chase,  Foot,  Knight,  Marks,  Robbina, 
Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Willey— 16. 

Mr.  ROWAN  culled  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  se- 
cond section  offered  by  him  ;  his  call  being  au8tained,thc 
amendment  was  rejected,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Cobb,  Eaton,  BUis,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
King,  McKinley,  Macon,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury— 18. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bou-* 
ligny.  Chambers,  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickeraon,  FootySJane, 
Knight,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Parris,  Bobbins,  Rug- 
gles, Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,Tho- 
mas.  Van  Buren,  Willey,  Williams— 26. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  Supreme  Court,"  and  inserting,  in  their 
stead,**  the  highest  Court  pf  original  general  jurisdictkm." 

Mr.  CHANDLER  inquired  che  object  of  this  alteration. 

Mr.  Will  TE  said,  that,  in  some  of  the  States,  there 
were  no  Supreme  Courts  :  therefore,  if  this  change  was 
not  made,  there  would  be  no  Courts,  to  the  rules  of 
which  those  of  the  Circuit  Courts  could  be  assimilated. 
The  amendment  would  make  the  bill  applicable  to  the 
condition  ot  all. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  vw 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

POWERS  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  rules  of  the  Senate  i  the  rao- 
toii  of  Mr.  FOOT  still  pending — 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  was  in  faror  of 
the  amendment  which  conferred  the  power  of  preserving 
order  on  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  because  he 
believed  order  essential  to  a  deliberative  assembly  ;  and, 
as  the  exercise  of  the  power  had  been  declined,  it  became 
necessary  to  invest  the  Chair  with  a  power  without  wliich 
his  duties  under  the  Constitution  could  not  be  performed* 
nor  the  order  of  the  Senate  preserved.  The  power  must 
be  vested  somewh€r^.  It  pertained  he  thought  of  right,  to 
the  presiding  officer.  It  was  a  power  usually  exercised 
by  those  who  presided  nver  the  deliberations  of  publie 
bodies,  and  it  could  not  be  exercised  with  eifect  by  any 
other.  It  was  clear,  from  experience,  tliat  the  power  oif 
calling  to  order  would  not,  in  extraordinary  cases,  be  ex- 
ercised by  members.  The  person  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  House,  who  was  the  object  of  personal  animad- 
version, would  not  claim  the  interference  of  the  House, 
because  he  is  on  the  floor  to  defend  himself.  Hia  friends 
will  not,  because,  seeing  tlte  injury  already  inflicted,  they 
will  prefer  tlte  ri^ht  of  repelhng  the  attack.  The  frienos 
of  the  assailaut  will  not,  seeing  the  party  is  present  either 
to  stop  it  by  appealing  to  the  Chair,  or  by  exercising  the 
rigiit  of  self  defence.  The  party  excited  by  the  sense  of 
the  injury,  assails  his  advei'saiy  in  return,  retorts,  crimi- 
nates, and  insults.  The  party  rejoins,  and  a  scene  dis- 
graceful to  the  actors,  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the  country, 
ensues.  Where  can  it  end,  but  in  blous  on  the  floor,  or 
in  an  appeal  to  the  fleld  of  honor  ?  It  being  considered 
the  duty  of  nil  to  call  to  onler,  it  is  the  particular  duty  of 
no  one — and  no  one  will  take  upon  himself  to  do  what 
equally  belongs  to  every  other  member  to  do  :  the  inter- 
position would  be  deemed  at  least  officious,  and  perhaps 
by  both  parties ;  and  what  btcom«9  of  the  bUfiness,  the 
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order,  peace,  and  dig-qHl^  of  the  Senate  }  But,  if  the 
power  19  conferred  on  the  Chair,  it  becomes  his  peculiar 
duty,  under  his  responsibility,  to  exercise  it  promptly  and 
firmly.  In  the  Senate  the  duty  is  divided,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility lost  by  diffusion  :  it  becomes  a  mere  right, 
without  imposing  any  obligation  or  duty,  and  there  will 
be  no  remedy  for  the  confusion  and  disorder  which  per- 
sonal quarrels  may  introduce  into  this  place. 

This  much  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of 
conferring  the  power.  But  the  power  to  preside  over 
the  body  is  derived  from  the  Constitution.  The  power 
of  presiding  presupposes  certain  duties  inherent  to  the 
officer,  and  requires  no  law  or  rule  to  confer  the  right. 
He  has  a  right,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  sit  in  the  Se- 
nate ;  to  superintend  fts  proceedings  ?  to  preside  over  its 
deliberations  ;  to  put  all  questions  ;  to  administer  oaths  ; 
t©  judge  of  the  violations  of  the  rules,  aiul  to  enforce  them, 
and  to  do  every  other  thing  which  belongs  to  the  office. 
Tlie  Senate  have  the  right  to  prescribe  rules ;  but  he  is 
the  executive  officer  here.  He  has  a  general  duty  of  pre- 
siding over  the  body  according  to  the  custom  of  such  bo- 
diet.  The  Senate  may  prescribe  rules  to  extend,  or  limit, 
or  explain  his  general  duties. 

The  right  to  perform  the  duties  which  belong  to  the  of- 
fice, is  a  right  inherent  in  the  officer,  not  expressed  in 
words,  nor  are  the  duties  susceptible  of  enumeration. 
That  without  which  the  office  cannot  be,  is  an  essential 
part  of  its  nature,  and  is  inherent  in  the  thing,  as  the 
quality  is  inherent  in  matter.  The  right  to  preside  is  ex- 
pressly conferred  by  the  office  ;  but  the  right  to  enter 
the  Senate,  and  to  be  present  at  its  deliberations,  which 
cannot  be  questioned,  is  inherent,  not  expressed :  it  is 
icnplied,  because  it  is  essential  to  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  without  which  the  office  could 
not  be.  The  right  to  do,  when  there,  what  pertains  to 
his  office  is  also  inherent,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
his  right  to  do  the  duties  that  belong  to  the  office.  What 
those  duties  are,  must  be  derived  from  tlie  nature  of  the 
office,  and  the  general  understanding  and  usage. 

The  Constitution  creates  the  Vice  President,  ex-officio, 
••  President  of  the  Senate."  The  right  and  duty  of  pre- 
tlding  in  that  body  is  inferred  fi-om  the  words  which  cre- 
ate that  office.  ^  The  act  of  presiding  over  a  body  whose 
duty  it  is  to  deliberate,  to  debate,  and  to  decide  on  ques- 
tions of  greatest  interest,  legislative,  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial, requires  that  the  body  should  be  kept  free  from  in- 
temiption^  confusion,  and  disorder.  It  requires  that 
order,  in  its  strict  parliamentary  sense,  should  be  main- 
tained. It  is  the  right  of  protectinj^  and  preserving  the 
body  itself.  It  is  a  right  without  which  the  regular  action 
of  the  body  could  not  be  carried  on .  To  whom  does  this 
duly  belong  ?  to  the  presiding  officer,  or  the  collective 
body,  or  the  members  ?  What  was  in  contemplation  of 
thos«  who  created  the  office  ?  What  is  the  general  ac- 
ceptation f  What  is  the  duty  of  all  those  who,  under 
whatever  name,  are  called  to  preside  over  public  bodies? 
Order  is  the  first  lAw  of  eveiy  body,  and  he  who  presides 
must  preserve  it :  such  is  the  universal  understanding  and 
usage  with  regard  to  it. 

ITie  Constitution  has  provided  that,  when  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  tried  on  impeachment  before 
the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside.  What  rights 
and  duties  does  this  impose  f  Certainly  it  constitutes  nim 
the  head  of  the  Court,  though  not  a  member.  Ue  pre- 
«des  over  the  Senate,  conducts  the  trial,  preserves  order, 
and  does  all  other  acts  necessary  to  fulRl  the  duty.  On 
the  trial  of  a  Judg^,  that  office  would  devolve  on  the  Pre- 
iident  of  the  Senate,  who,  in  like  manner,  would  conduct 
the  trial,  preserve  order,  interrog^ate  witnesses,  take  the 
opinion  ofthe  Senate,  and  do  all  other  acts  pertaining  to 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  of  which  the  trial  of 
Judge  Chase  furnishes  an  example.  In  like  manner,  the 
Prtsidcnt  of  th«  Senate  must  preside  in  all  legislative 


proceedings.  There  is  equal  authority  and  necessity  for 
both;  and  no  sensible  distinction  can  be  taken.  In  both 
cases  it  implies  the  same  duties.  The  Chief  Justice  would, 
under  the  right  to  "  preside,*'  exercise  the  power  of  pre* 
serving  order,  by  a  right  universally  conceded  as  indispen- 
sable to  his  duty,  not  by  any  express  delegation,  or  by  Tir- 
tue  of  any  rule,  but  as  a  necessary  incident  The  Pren- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  in  similar  circumstances,  would  have 
the  right  to  exercise  the  same  privileges  ;  and  the  right 
to  preside  in  all  other  cases  implies  the  use  of  the  same 
means ;  and  such  has  been  the  uniform  practice  in  the  Se- 
nate from  the  beginning — a  power  never  doubted  by  the 
presiding  officer — never  questioned  by  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  cannot  be  organized,  or  hold  its  session^,  until  the 
President  of  the  Senate  is  present,  or  some  one  in  hie 
place.  He^administers  the  oath  to  the  other  members ;  he 
puts  all  questions  ;  but  there  is  no  law  or  rule  of  the 
Senate  for  this.  It  is  purely  by  virtue  of  his  office,  call  that 
power  what  you  will. 

Mr-  Jefferson,  when  he  came  to  be  President  of  the 
Senate,  had  a  just  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  duties 
of  the  place.  He  saw  that  they  did  not  consist  in  the  ex- 
ecution ofthe  few  and  simple  rules  of  the  Senate,  but  that 
it  required  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  subject  of  parlia- 
mentaiy  law,  practice,  and  usage.  He  therefore  prepar- 
ed a  work  from  the  best  authority,  for  his  own  govern- 
ment ;  and,  in  the  preface,  he  explains  his  views,  from 
which  I  read  the  following : 

"  The  Constitution  ofthe  United  SUtes,  establishing  a 
legislature  for  the  Union,  under  certain  forms,  authorizes 
each  branch  of  it  to  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  pro- 
ceedings. The  Senate  have  accordingly  formed  some 
rules  for  its  own  government,  but  those  going  onl^  to  e 
few  cases,  they  have  referred  to  their  President,  without 
debate,  and  without  appeal,  all  questions  of  order  arising 
either  under  their  own  rules,  or  when  they  have  provid- 
ed none.  This. places  under  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent a  very  extensive  field  of  decision,  and  one  which, 
iiTegularly  exercised,  would  have  a  powerful  effect  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  House."  '*  The  President  roust  feel 
weightily  and  seriously  this  confidence  in  his  discretion, 
and  the  necessity  of  recurring,  for  its  government,  to  some 
known  rules,"  tec.  "I  have  be^^n  a  sketch,  which  those 
who  come  after  me  will  successively  fill  up  and  correct, 
till  a  code  of  laws  shall  be  formed  for  the  use  of  the  Se- 
nate, the  effects  of  which  may  be  accuracy  in  business^ 
economy  of  time,  order,  uniformity,  and  impartiality." 
He  quotes  from  Hatsel— "  That  it  is  very  material  that 
order,  decency,  and  regularity,  be  preserved  in  a  digni- 
fied body." 

I  read  this  to  show  the  sense  in  which  Mr.  JefferteM 
understood  the  duties  ofthe  place.  This  manual  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  neyer  adopted  by  the  Senate.  It  is  a  book 
convenient  for  reference  to  the  presiding  officer,  in  de- 
ciding the  daily  questions  of  order  that  are  submitted  to 
his  discretion,  in  which  he  finds  the  rules  which  have  beea 
uniformly  acted  on  in  this  body.  The  Lex  Parliamenta- 
ria  is  evidence  of  the  usage  of  parliaments,  and  is  con- 
sulted as  a  safe  guide,  perhaps  the  best  on  all  questions 
of  order,  and  on  all  subjects  on  which  it  treats  $  and,  al- 
though not  binding  on  the  President  of  the  Senate,  is  of 
high  authority,  and,  like  the  writings  of  enlightened  men 
on  every  subject,  entitled  to  great  respect. 

The  Senate,  with  this  knowledge  ofthe  powers  ofthe 
presiding  officer,  and  with  the  practice  of  Congress  be- 
fore them,  declare  «*  that  every  question  of  order  shall  be 
decided  by  the  President,"  and  "  when  a  member  shall  be 
called  to  order,  he  shall  sit  down  until  the  PPMJde^shaU 
have  determined  whether  he  is  in  order  or  ^9P-rSf  the 
jurisdiction  of  all  questions  of  order  thereVnoHp^t, 
and  if  there  was,  here  it  is  expressly-del^tl^l.  SKIIli^o 
has  the  right  to  call  the  members  to  ordwf  Gertaiiif|r  flie 
Preudent,  or  the  rule  would  have  said,  ^'  wh^A  Ctfied  to 
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Older"  by  a  member :  the  omission  of  these  words  ren- 
ders it  clear  that  the  member  was  not  intended.  Besides, 
the  power  to  make  rules  is  a  collective  power  in  the  Se* 
nate,  and  if  a  single  member  has  any  right  to  call  to  or- 
der,  it  is  in  virtue  of  no  express  authority,  bat  a  right  in- 
cidental to  bis  place,  and  no  better  right  than  that  of  the 
President,  and  at  most  only  concuiTent.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  express  in  the  rule  who  should  exercise  the 
fight  of  calling  to  order  ;  that  belonged  of  right,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  understanding,  to  tlie  officer  charged 
to  preside  over  the  body,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  negative 
words  could  have  taken  it  away. 

But  it  is  said,  can  the  President  assume  the  liigh  power 
of  calling  a  Representative  of  a  sovereign  State  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate  ?  Why  not?  The  Vice  Pre- 
sident is  elected  by  all  the  States—the  second  officer  of 
the  Government :  he  is  the  head  of  this  body,  and  presides 
over  it.  But  if  he  cannot  call  to  order,  how  sliall  a  Se- 
nator, who  ia  only  equal  to  the  other  members  ? 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  this  is  a  most  dangerous 


the  purposes  of  a  party,  either  iur  overdoing  his  duty,  or 
refusing  to  do  it,  would  be  fatMb  him  and  his  party.  We 


power  to  confer  on  the  President  of  the  Senate.  That  it 
involves  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  the  most  sacred  pri- 
vilege of  tlie  members,  &c.  The  right  to  call  to  order  is 
A  mei^  nominal  privilege.  It  is  the  power  you  have  al- 
ready, by  your  rules,  conferred  on  the  President,  of  de- 
eding on  the  question  of  order,  when  made,  that  is  dan- 
Serous,  under  which  he  may  restrain  the  freedom  of 
ebate.  But  there  is  no  danger  any  where.  The  liberty 
of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  debate  are  perfectly  under- 
stood. They  are  almost  without  limit.  The  utmost  Iati< 
lude  of  remark  and  animadversion,  with  regard  to  the 
principle,  measures,  and  motives,  of  those  in  power,  ia 
allowed.  There  is  no  limit  but  the  sense  of  decency  and 
propriety.  What  violates  the  order  of  the  body,  and  in- 
fringes the  rights  of  the  members,  is  equally  well  known. 
I  am  no  advocate  for  abridging  tlie  freedom  of  debate. 
I  know  it  19  essential  to  our  free  institutions.  There  can 
bono  free  Government  long  without  it  We  may  say 
what  we  please  of  public  men  and  public  measures  $  they 
are  not  under  the  protection  of  the  Senate.  It  is  our  duty 
to  speak  of  abuses,  and  it  is  their  chief  security  that  we  do 
bring  every  thing  to  the  light  of  day.  Suspicions  and 
•urmises  of  abuse  in  the  Administration,  are  infinitely 
more  dangerous  and  more  dreaded  by  men  in  power, 
than  open  charges  manfully  preferred,  which  gives  them 
the  opportunity  of  defending  themselves,  and  vindicating' 
their  conduct.  Besides,  it  has  a  most  salutary  effect ;  it 
kJecps  both  parties  on  the  watch,  and  the  public  are  safe. 
It  is  when  members  impugn  each  others'  motives,  and  di- 
rect personal  abuse  agamst  each  other ;  it  is  when  decen- 
cy and  decorum  and  order  are  violated,  that  he  must  in- 
terpose his  authority.  In  this  he  must  exercise  a  wise 
and  sound  discretion,  enlightened  by  the  best  usages  on 
the  subject ;  for  what  is  order,  cannot  be  defined  by  apt 
and  precise  words. 

The  power  of  calling  to  order  confers  no  power  that 
can  be  abused.  It  is  merely  conservative  and  ministerial. 
The  power  to  punish  belongs,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
the  body  itself ;  and  if  the  presiding  officer  should  gross- 
ly violate  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  members,  if  he 
•liould  infringe  the  freedom  of  debate,  there  is  a  remedy 
bere. 

But  I  have  no  such  fears.  The  President  would  act 
under  a  high  sense  of  duty,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  before  the  countiy.  He  presides  over  the  body,  and 
looks  down  with  calm  and  settled  dignity  on  the  scene 
below.  He  does  not  mingle  in  the  debate,  nor  catch  the 
pasuoMfi^^"^^'^^  in  the  conflict.  He  feels  that  he  is 
the  ^^H||Bb^  f  although  he  may  be  at  the  head  of  a 
pMHjjHMHff  ^"  ^b^  ^^''  f  ^^^  tlirows  off  the  parti- 
xaillHiMBfcder  the  obligations  of  his  dut^,  and  the 
saqiflH^HpHth,  with  every  motive  of  ambition  to  do 
'^^49HP^^^'^^'^^^  himself  of  that  place  to  serve 


every  day  trust  our  property -and  lives  to  the  Courts  of 
Justice  ;  and,  although  they  are  composed  of  men  con- 
nected with  the  political  parties  of  the  country,  they  do 
not  carry  their  politics  to  the  bench.  Almost  every  emi- 
nent man  has  had  his  feelings  enlisted,  and  perhaps  his 
political  fortunes  identified,  with  one  of  the  great  parties 
that  have  divided  and  agitated  the  country  ;  tnany  of 
them  owe  their  elevation  to  the  influence  of  the  party  to 
which  they  belonged.  But  t  have  never  heard  that  in 
any  case,  between  individuals,  in  the  most  violent  times, 
that  the  ermine  had  been  sullied  by  political  passions. 
And  if,  in  a  few  cases,  in  public  prosecutions,  the  politi- 
cal feelings  of  tlie  Judges  have  led  them  into  error,  they 
stand  as  memorable  examples  of  the  judgment  that  awaits 
the  a^use  of  power. 

I  have  no  fear  of  any  man  who  reaches  that  place,  who 
must  be  in  general  a  leading  man  of  a  party.  The  public 
favor  which  carries  him  there,  the  hopes  it  cherishes,  the 
ambition  it  animates,  are  the  security  for  his  faithful  con- 
duct 

We  arc  told  that  such  is  ihe  courtesy  of  the  members, 
and  such  the  impressive  dignity  of  the  body,  that  no  niies 
are  necessary  to  prescn'e  order.  It  is  true  now  ;  but 
this  calm  may  be  deceitful.  We  have  ardent  hopes,  and 
strong  passions,  contending,  like  other  men  in  the  g^eat 
struggle,  in  which  we  may  unexpectedly  find  ourselves, 
in  spite  of  all  our  moderation  and  self  respect,  carried 
away  by  those  verj'  feelings  we  deprecate.  It  is  to  guard 
against  this,  that  I  desire  to  arm  the  Chau*  with  a  power 
which,  by  timely  interposition,  will  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  scenes  disgraceful  to  the  Senate  ;  and  now  is  the 
proper  time. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Vah  Buasjr]  has 
taken  a  distinction  where  there  is  no  differenccy  and  a 
distinction  which  is  fatal  to  his  whole  argument. 

He  says  the  President  has  a  right  to  call  to  order  in 
every  case,  except  "  for  words  spoken  "  By  what  autho- 
rity can  he  c«Il  to  order  in  any  case  ?  There  is  no  rule 
that  gives  him  the  power.  It  must,  therefore,  be  by 
some  right  inherent  in  the  office  ;  which  does  not  require 
the  action  of  the  Senate  to  bring  it  into  existence.  Tliat 
is  the  inherent  power  of  the  office  for  which  I  hare  con- 
tended. Having  obtained  a  power  to  call  to  order,  how 
does  he  limit  to  special  cases  }  How  does  he  establiah  a 
criterion  between  words  spoken  and  conversation,  or  anjr 
other  noise  which  interrupts  the  House  ?  There  ia  no 
such  distinction  in  the  rules ;  there  if  no  such  in  nature  i 
there  is  none  in  Parliamentary  usage.  If  the  'President 
has  a  right  to  ciill  to  order  in  any  case,  it  must  be  by  vir- 
tue of  some  rule  of  the  Senate  ;  or  it  is  incidental  to  bia 
office.  The  rules  do  not  confer  any  right  to  call  to  order 
in  any  case.  They  were  framed,  evidently,  under  the 
idea,  that  that  power  belonged,  of  necessity,  to  the  pre- 
siding officer.  If  he  can  call  to  order  in  any  case,  it  de- 
volves on  them  to  show  the  authority  ;  and  having  shown 
that,  they  must  show  the  distinction  to  be  fairly  taken, 
which  deprives  him  of  jurisdiction  over  any  disorder  cre- 
ated by  words  spoken. 

Let  us  examine  the  rules.  **  No  member  bhali  speak  to 
another,  or  otherwise  interrupt  the  business,"  &o.  But 
if  he  docs,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  The  gentleman  say*  he 
may  be  called  to  order  by  the  Precndent*  ^though  the 
rule  is  silent,  and  confers  no  authority  on  him.  it  will 
be  said  he  has  the  right,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  exe- 
cute the  rules  ;  and  is  not  that  right  inherent  ?  But  the 
7th  rule,  which  he  is  equally  bound  to  execute,  aaya*- 
•«  if  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  wotds  spokeh  j"  and 
yet  in  this  case,  precisely  similar,  he  has  not,  agreeable 
to  the  distinction  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  a 
right  to  call  to  order  It  is  a  discrimination  where  there 
is  uo  possible  diffcrenee.    If  he  has  any  power  it  ia  inhc- 
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rent  in  the  office  ;  it  n  not  in  the  rules  ;  and  if  he  can  call 
to  order,  it  embraces  all  cases  of  order ;  and  if  he  has 
the  right  to  execute  one  rule,  it  mast  be  to  execute  both 
rules.  ' 

It  has  been  broadly  stated  in  the  debate,  thdt  there  are 
no  powers  inherent,  or  incidental  or  derivative  ;  that 
there  is  no  power  in  any  department  or  office  of  this  Go- 
vernment not  expressly  delegated.  Let  us  examine  the 
correctness  of  this  doctrine. 

Whence  comes  the  power  of  the  President  to  dismiss 
from  office  .'  That  is  not  delegated  in  the  Constitution. 
Yet  at  the  first  Congress^  fresh  nrom  the  discussion  of  that 
instrument,  and  composed  of  members  who  had  taken  a 
leadin|^  part  in  its  adoption,  jealous  of  power  then,  as 
now,  it  was  determined,  upon  full  argument,  that  the 
power  of  dismissal  belonged  to  the  President  alone  ;  and 
there  has  been  a  general  acquiescence  in  the  exercise  of 
the  power  ercr  since.  This  was  not  a  grant  of  power  by 
Congress.  The  words  implying  a  grant  were  stricken 
out  of  the  bill,  to  inseK  words  to  recognise  the  power  in 
the  President,  in  contradistinction  to  the  President  and 
Senate,  by  whom  the  officers  were  made.  It  is  a  high 
mnd  important  power ;  it  is  a  tranacendant  power.  In 
effect.  It  throws  the  whole  patronage  into  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  ?  it  gives  him  a  direct  control  over  the  ten- 
ure of  office,  which,  in  every  instance,  is  held  at  his  will, 
AS  well  as  a  certain  influence  over  the  political  opinions 
of  those  who  fill  them.  This  power  is  liable  to  great 
abuse,  and  may  become  a  tremendous  machine  in  the  po- 
litical conflicts  of  the  country.  It  was,  for  political  rea- 
ssns,  a  necessai^  power  to  be  trusted  somewhere,  to  be 
promptly  exercised  when  the  public  service  required  it. 
It  had  been  forgotten  or  omitted  in  the  Constitution.  The 
power  is  derived  as  a  necessaiy  incident  to  the  appoint- 
ing power.  Yet^  in  every  view,  the  power  of  dismissal, 
in  the  hands  of  the  President  coming  into  office,  is  great- 
er than  the  power  of  appointment  to  the  vacancies  that 
may  arise  by  natural  causes. 

Again  :  The  President  is  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  which 
he  must  perform  many  duties  incident  to  that  station,  or 
inherent  m  that  office,  not  delegated  to  him  by  law  ;  such 
as  communicating  with  the  enemy  by  a  fiag^  establishing 
a  cartel,  making  truce,  signing  a  capitulation,  surrender- 
ing the  army  and  public  property,  taking  private  proper 
ty  for  public  use,  dictating  the  terms  on  which  the  enemy 
may  abandon  a  position,  or  surrender  ;  and  ever)*  other 
thing  that  pertains  to  a  commander  by  the  custom  of  war  ; 
and  these  incidental  powers  run  tlu'ough  every  gmde. 

While  speaking  of  the  powers  ineidental  to  the  oom- 
mander-in-chief^  I  will  take  occasion  to  remind  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Tazbwsll,]  that  on  the  de- 
bate on  Executive  powers,  he  said  "that  he  repeated, 
that,  war  existing,  the  President  is  authorized  by  the 
Constitution  to  send  a  l^fmister  to  negociate  for  peace, 
not  under  his  general  po'.rer  of  appointment,  but  under 
his  special  authority  to  direct  the  operation  of  the  y/ar," 
The  doctrine  of  implication  runs  throughout  the  Con- 
stitution, the  Supreme  Court  having  decided  many  ques- 
tioM  upon  this  principle.  They  have,  for  example,  said 
**  the  authority  to  carry  into  complete  effect  the  judg- 
ments of  the  court  necessaiily  results,  by  implication^ 
from  the  power  to  ordain  and  establish  such  Courts.' 
Again— "  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  similar  to  the  articles  of  confederation, 
which  exclude  incidental  or  implied  powers."  And  under 
the  power  "  to  make  all  necessaiy  rules  for  the  orderly 
conducting  of  business  in  said  Courts,'*  they  administer 
oaths,  define  contempts  according  to  their  legal  discre- 
tion, extending  constructive  disrespect  to  their  authority 
to  cases  out  of  their  presence,  and  even  to  publications  ; 
and  they  try  and  punish  the  offender.  The  authority 
hu  nerer  been  dented.  .  It  is  essential  to  the  Court : 


without  the  power  to  punish  contempt,  they  would  soon 
be  contemptible.  They  cannot  go  back  beyond  the  Con- 
stitution to  find  power  in  precedent,  any  more  than  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House  to  the  British  Parliament. 
The  gentlemen  have  expressed  great  sensibUity  at  the 
use  of  the  word  inherent,  in  relation  to  power,  l^ey 
appear  to  startle  at  its  introduction  in  the  debate,  and 
pronounce  it  monstrous  and  odious.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  says,  "that  when  it  is  argued  that  inherent 
rights  mean  rights  not  specifically  granted  by  the  Consti- 
tution, but^  appertaining  to  their  supposed  possessors, 
ffirtuie  qfftdif  merely,  mey  urge  no  new  doctrine,  but 
repeat  what  has  been  often  asserted  in  many  diffisrent 
forms,  and  always  denied  when  it  has  been  asserted." 
Yet,  I  perfectly  remember  that  in  this  House,  on  a  debate 
upon  Executive  powers,  in  1826,  it  was  distinctly  stated, 
as  the  opinion  of  that  p^ntleman,  [Mr.  Task  well,]  who 
I  now  understand  denies  the  doctrine  of  inherent  power, 
**  That  as  the  Constitution  has  expressly  declared  the 
Executive  powers  shall  be  rested  in  a  President,  this 
power  of  appointment  to  office  would  have  necessarily 
belonged  to  him,  as  an  incident  of  the  general  Executive 
authority,  with  which  he  was  thus  clothed  {  but  tor  the 
other  provision,  by  which  the  advice  and  consent  is  made 
necessary,  to  give  eflTect  to  this  power,"  and  that  this 
latter  clause  merely  operates  as  a  limitation  :  and  "  but 
for  this  clause,  the  whole  power  would  have  been  his." 
Here  the  whole  power  of  appointment,  with  all  its  pat- 
ronage, would  have  been  incident  to  the  Executive,  with- 
out any  delegation  of  this  power  by  the  Constitution,  and 
consequently  would  be  inherent  in  the  office  of  President. 
Was  not  that  an  express  admission,  that  there  are  neces- 
sarily incidental  and  inherent  powers  }  But  the  same 
Constitution  has  created  a  Vice  President,  **  who  shall 
be  President  of  the  Senate,"  that  is,  to  presitle  in  the  Se- 
nate. Are  there  not  likewise  appropriate  powers  inci- 
dental to  his  office,  without  which  he  eould  not  carry  it 
into  eflTect,  and  which  the  Constitution  has  not  express^ 
delegated?  If  the  power  of  appointment  and  dismissal 
from  office,  are  both  inherent  in  the  Executive  office, 
why  was  not  the  power  of  preserving  order  in  the  Senate, 
over  which  the  Vice  President  must  preside,  inherent  in 
his  office  } 

The  gentleman  also  said,  **that  the  place  of  Secretary 
to  a  Mission  had  always  existed,  and  been  annexed  to 
every  Mission,  as  an  incident  as  necessary  to  the  legation 
as  its  cipher  or  paper."  Tlie  President,  without  any  au- 
thoritjr  of  law,  appointed  a  Secretary  of  Legation,  be- 
cause it  was  necessaiy  to  a  mission.  The  power  to  ap- 
point was  as  inherent  in  his  office,  as  the  office  was  inci- 
dent to  the  mission. 

I  refer  to  this  opinion,  because  I  believe  it  is  the  true 
construction  of  the  Constitution — because  it  shows  that 
the  doctrine  of  inherent  power  is  not  now  broached  for 
the  first  time  to  apply  to  a  particular  case,  and  because  I 
th<nk  it  at  variance  with  the  principles  which  have  been 
ui'ged  in  this  debate. 

What  is  that  sovereign,  undefined,  but  unlimited  power 
which  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  exercises  under  the  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, which  are  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land  }  Under 
which  he  regulates  commerce,  a  power  expressly  dele- 
gated to  Congress ;  under  which  he  makes  peace,  an  in- 
cident to  the  war  power ;  under  which  lie  extinguishes 
tiie  claims  of  indemnitpr  of  our  citizens  upon  foreign  Go- 
vernments ;  under  which  he  can  establish  the  boundaries 
of  the  countrj',  surrender  titles  to  territory,  acquire  im- 
mense domains  of  land,  and  stipulate  for  the  payn^t  of 
the  mone>  ?  These  powers  are  no  where  sBmH^  to 
the  President  by  the  Constitution.  The  p^ffiMPSwni-  « 
tained  in  a  eeneral  delegation  to  make  tnsiJKg* '  Htc 
power  to  make  treaties  would  be  incompk|«<'i|id  ilNlde- 
quate  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  ntoMt  ^^^ 
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did  not,  by  construction  or  implication,  ascertain  the 
meaning  and  extent  of  the  grant. 

**  Congress  have  power  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads."  There  is  no  express  power  to  carry  the 
mail  \  but  it  is  clearly  implied,  as  the  end  for  which  the 
power  was  granted. 

The  power  to  declare  war  includes  the  power  to  make 
und  carry^  on  war ;  it  confers  the  use  of  the  usual  means, 
and  carries  with  it  all  the  incidents,  circumstances,  and 
customs  of  war,  and  embraces  the  military  academy,  for- 
tifications, and  the  whole  system  of  defence. 

During  the  present  discussion,  principles  hare  been 
advanced  and  doctrines  asserted,  whose  influence  go  be- 
yond the  importance  of  the  present  question.  Tliey  go 
to  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  to  impair,  if  not  to 
destroy,  the  beneficial  powers  of  Congress,  and  to  annul, 
as  unconstitutional,  many  important  acts  of  legislation. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  there  are  no  powers  not  ex- 
pressly  delegated  ;  and  the  great  question  which  has  so 
long  divided  the  politicians  of  the  country,  and  which  has 
been  so  often  decided  here,  has  been  renewed  in  its  full- 
est extent. 

There  is  a  principle  which  has  its  foundation  in  tlie  na^ 
ture  of  things,  and  is  of  the  essence  of  all  power — and 
above  all  law — and  that  is,  the  use  of  necessary  means  to 
an  end  :  the  right  to  employ  the  means,  without  which 
the  power  could  not  be.  This  power  is  necessarily  im- 
plied in  every  g^nt.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  invoke 
this  in  regard  to  our  Constitution. 

Congress  have  a  few  general  powers  specifically  set 
forth — and,  therefore,  expressly  delegated.  They  are 
the  great  objects  for  which  the  General  Government  was 
instituted.  The  power  is  limited  to  a  few  subjects  of  na- 
tional concern,  to  which  the  means  of  the  several  States 
were  inadequate — upon  which  the  common  defence  and 
general  prosperity  of  all  depend.  In  confiding  these 
l^eat  interests  to  this  Government,  ihe  Convention  de- 
ftigfned  to  g^va  them  plenary  power  to  carry  into  effect 
the  end  of  ita  institution.  These  necessary  means  are 
implied  in  every  general  delegation  of  power,  as  amply 
as  if  they  had  been,  or  cotild  be,  specifically  enumerated. 
Any  other  principle  involves  us  in  two  absurdities  the 
power  to  do  a  thing  without  the  means,  and  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  use  of  means,  not  expressly  delegjated,  which 
ars  so  various  and  infinite,  as  to  defy  the  possibility  of  be- 
ing specifically  delegated.  The  effect  of  such  a  princi- 
ple would  be  to  stop  the  operation  of  the  Government. 

In  consequence  of  the  imperative  necessity  of  this  prin- 
ciple, the  Constitution  delegated  to  Congress  '*  the  pow 
er  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  in- 
to effect  the  general  powers  of  Congress,"  and  "all  other 
powers  vested  in  the  Government,  or  any  department 
thereof."  This  power  would  have  been  implied,  if  it 
had  not  been  expressly  granted,  because  they  could  do 
no  act  without  it  Thislatter  clause  is  a  general  and  ex- 
press delegation  of  all  necessary  and  proper  power,  and 
as  unlimited  as  the  means  to  be  employed  are  various  and 
infinite.  In  this  sense,  I  understand  the  power  is  express- 
ly delegated,  but  all  that  Congress  may  do  to  carry  on 
.  this  Government,  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  specifically  and 
expressly  enumerated  and  set  forth.  These  principles 
are  too  iamiliar  to  require  illustration. 

Congress  have  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes — duties 
and  impost — ^under  which  they  determine  the  quantum 
of  taxes,  on  what  articles,  &c.  8cc.  which  has  given  them 
a  direct  control  over  the  whole  labor  of  the  country,  and 
under  which  is  established,  not  only  the  whole  Custom 
House  system,  with  all  its  incidents,  but  an  imnoense  cor- 
yiii^nfty  banking.  There  is  no  power  to  create  corpo- 
T'cstablish  banks.  It  is,  itself,  a  high  act  of 
[  shall  be  told  that  this  is  a  violation  of  the 
fchas  been  considered  by  Congress,  at  two 
daidm^  p«LjoflF  ^ipon  full  argument,  as  a  necessary  and 


proper  means  for  collecting  the  revenue.   It  has  received  - 
the  Executive  sanction  under  two  Administrations,  and 
tlie  confirmation  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

What  an  extensive  jurisdiction  have  we  acquired  under 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  ? 

I  might  go  over  every  power — ^but  I  will  not. 
In  fulfilling  the  duty  imposed  on  Congress^  they  are 
bound  to  select  the  best  means,  in  the  exercise  of  a  wisa 
discretion,  to  adopt  those  that  are  necessary  and  proper. 
What  are  necessary  and  proper  means,  can  be  referred  to 
no  human  standard — they  rest  on  the  judgment  and  wi^ 
dom  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  prescribe  them.  Sup* 
pose  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  defend  the  country-* 
one  recommends  a  navy,  another  says  it  is  too  expensive. 
One  proposes  a  standing  army,  but  that  is  thought  to  bo 
dangerous  to  the  public  liberty.  One  relies  on  the  mili- 
tia as  the  cheap  and  safe  defence  of  the  country— it  is  ob- 
jected that  they  are  only  for  the  first  moments  of  war- 
One  thinks  fortifications  essential — another  believes  tliey 
are  very  expensive  and  useless.-^  Many  believe  that  all 
these  are  proper  means ;  and  Congress,  in  their  discre- 
tion, adopt  a  system  out  of  all  these.  Who  can  deter- 
mine that  they  are  not  necessary  and  proper  means,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  the  end  ?  I  can  see  no  limit  to 
this  discretion,  but  the  wisdom  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress— the  integrity  tliat  binds  the  Representative  to  his 
country — the  supervising  power  of  the  President,  and  the 
judgpnent  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  in  the  great  su- 
pervising and  controlling  power  of  public  opinion.  The 
gentleman  behind  me  says  this  is  a  dangerous  doctrine. 
Dangerous  to  whom  ?  To  this  countr}>  where  this 
principle  has  been  acted  on  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Government   ? 

Dangeroos  !  If  they  are  erroneous  the  people  will  find 
it  out.  The  danger,  if  any,  is  not  in  throwing  out  the 
opinions,  but  in  concealing  them,  while  you  act  on  them, 
without  avowing  them.  If  there  is  danger  in  the  doe- 
trines,  the  danger  is  in  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  the  practice  of  the  Government. 

But,  sir,  who  are  we  ?  The  citizens  of  those  States 
whose  rights  are  said  to  be  in  danger,  and  upon  which 
this  Government  would  make  dangerous  encroachments : 
we,  whose  property  and  interests,  whose  families  and 
friends,  are  m  those  States ;  we,  the  Representatives  of 
those  States,  where  all  that  is  estimable  in  life,  all  that  is 
associated  with  our  happiness,  or  dear  in  our  remem- 
brance ;  where  all  our  affections  are  centred,  and  to  wbieh 
we  must  all  soen  return,  to  render  our  account «  that  we, 
sent  to  protect  them,  should  have  the  folly  to  utter  dan- 
gerous doctrines,  and  the  madness  to  combine  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  those  States  ! 

In  those  States  every  thing  is  secure — ^life,  liberty,  and 
properly  \  within  their  sphere  they  exercise  uncontroll- 
ed power  of  leg^lation .  This  Government  was  instituted 
for  other  purposes,  less  important,  perhaps,  but  essentisl 
to  the  security  and  happiness  of  all.  Our  business  is  a 
defence  of  the  whole,  by  a  union  of  our  strength — ^there- 
gelation  of  cummeroe  and  intercourse  with  foreign  States 
with  the  several  States,  and  between  citizens  of  the  seve- 
ral States— and  witliin  tliis  jurisdiction,  this  Governifieiit 
has  full  power.  In  the  exercise  of  this  power  we  must 
guard  against  the  encroachment  on  the  proper  rights  of 
(lie  States  :  many  of  these  powers  are  concurrent,  and 
may  come  in  conflict,  and  in  such  case  must  be  exeroised 
with  great  delicacy.  But  may  not  we  be  trusted  to  take 
care  of  the  rights  of  our  States,  and  of  all  the  States, 
against  the  claims  and  usurpations  of  the  central  Oovem- 
ment,  which  seems  to  have  excited  an  unnatural  degree 
of  jealousy  and  prejudice? 

I  believe  the  right  of  calling  to  order,  preserving-  order, 
and  deciding  on  all  questions  of  order,  belongs  to  the 
presiding  officer.  The  Chair  declines  to  exercise  tlie 
power.    [The  Vice  President  rose  and  explained,  that 
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he  sUted  specific&lly  that  he  did  call  to  order  in  all  eases, 
except  for  words  spoken.]  I  take  the  distinction  of  the 
Chair.  As  far  as  the  decision  ^es  it  is  correct.  But  it 
•npports  the  rery  argument  I  have  endeavored  to  main- 
tain—that  power  by  which  you  call  to  order  in -any  case, 
which  you  distinsiush  as  ministerial,  is  i>y  virtue  of  a 
fight  inherent  in  Sie  office.  There  is  no  rule  that  vests 
that  power,  in  any  case,  in  the  Chair.  But  assuming  that 
power,  how  is  the  distinction  taken  between  those  cases, 
where  you  can-  act  from  cases  of  disorder  arising  from 
words  spoken  }  There  is  none  in  the  rules.  The  dis- 
tinction seems  to  be  artificial.  Mv  mind  caimot  perceive 
the^  criterion  on  which  the  discrimination  is  made.  The 
delicacy  which  dedmes  the  exercise  of  power,  because  it 
is  doubtful,  is  meritorious.  But  I  am  sure  the^Cliair  will 
nev^  avail  itself  of  the  pretence  which  has  been  urged 
ia  this  debate,  that  the  surrender  of  power  is  favorable 
to  Kberty,  Power  is  delegated  to  be  exercised  for  the 
security  of  liberty.  Liberty  depends  not  on  its  being  with- 
iMt  limits  and  without  control,  but  on  its  being  regulated. 
The  power  of  the  presiding  officer  is  necessary  to  the 
despatch  of  business,  and  the  order  and  dignity  of  the 
body.  To  release  every  member  from  the  restraints  of 
the  rules,  and  restore  him  his  liberty  to  say  and  do 
what  he  pleases,  instead  of  being  favorable,  will  be  &tal 
to  liberty.  It  is  not  liberty  in  that  sense  for  which  Go- 
vernment was  instituted  :  it  was  regulated  liberty  secured 
by  law. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  time  to  recapitulate.  The 
President,  in  exercising  the  powerof  dismissal,  exercises 
a  high  and  incidental  power,  derived  by  implication.  As 
commander-in-chief,  there  are  powers  and  duties  inherent 
in  the  ofHce.  The  Courts  exercise  incidental  power. 
Every  grant  of  power  contains  inferior  grants  implied. 
Every  legal  grant  contains  the  rights  and  incidents  which 
appertain  to  the  object.  1  hope  I  have  shown  by  analogy, 
by  parliamentary  usage,  and  by  the  general  undei-stand- 
ing,  that  the  right  to  preside  over  this  body  implies  the 
right  to  call  to  order,  and  the  duty  of  preserving  it. 

M^  TYLER  rose  in  reply.  Ue  would  fain  believe  that 
no  difference  of  opinion  could  exist  on  the  question,  when 
«rly  stated.  Had  the  Vice  President  a  right  to  originate 
rules,  by  which  we  are  to  be  implicitly  bound  ?  The  an- 
swer to  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  on 
the  powers  inherent  in  the  otBce  of  the  Chair,  is,  that  tlic 
power  of  the  Chair  is  confined  to  the  construction  of  rules, 
while  their  origin  is  with  tliis  body  alone.  Who  questions 
|he  power  of  a  Court  to  construe  the  laws  ?  Who  believes 
that  a  Court  can  make  laws?  How  many  swords  would 
|>e  unsheathed.  If  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
were  to  undertake  to  make  laws  !  The  powers  of  the 
Chair  ure  limited  to  the  construetiou  of  the  rules  \  and 
$hat  power  no  body  denies. 

Mr.  T.  thought  tRe  power  claimed  was  despotic,  and, 
if  exerted,  would  be  destructive  of  the  object  for  which 
the  Senate  is  constituted.  Who  doubts  that  the  Senate 
has  plenary  power  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  its  insti- 
tution ?  If  the  Chair  has  a  right  to  ^ame  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding, the  Senate  has  not.  The  riglit  must  be  com- 
flete,  either  in  him  or  in  us.  If  in  both,  we  should  be 
rought  into  continual  coUrsion.  Here  Mr.  T.  defined 
>he  powers  of  the  Chair  to  be  ministerial,  and  properly 
jcxercised  under  the  rules  originating  from  the  Senate— 
|ind  he  contended,  at  great  length,  tluit  no  other  power 
was  or  could  be  given  to  the  Cliair,  by  implication,  or  by 
the  Lac  ParUamtniaria* 

Mr.  T.  also  vin^cated  the  decision  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, who,  he  said,  was  debarred,  by  his  8Ution,from  self-. 
slef^nce.  The  high  crime  of  which  he  had  been  accused 
was  his  declining  to  exeretsa  a  power,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion,  did  not  belong  to  him.  If  actual  improprieties  were 
indulged  in,  why  was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Senator  from 
LotniiaDa,  »s  well  as  the  Chair,  to  interfere  ?    Why  did 


the  Senator  remain  silent,  and  throw  the  responsibility  on 
the  Chair  ?  He  announced  his  construction  of  the  rules, 
and  the  Senate  acquiesced.  Mr.  T.  believed  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  was  correct.  It  belonged  to  this  body 
to  originate  rules— to  the  Chahr  to  enforce  them. 

Mr.  VAN  BUKEN  would  be  dlsloval,  he  said,  to  his 
Senatorial  duties,  if  he  did  not  enter  nis  protest  against 
the  doctrines  advanced  in  this  debate.  He  then  spoke, 
at  considerable  length,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed, that  the  powers  delegated,  in  the  Censtitution, 
could  be  enlarged  to  so  great  an  extent  as  was  claimed 
by  imnlication.  There  had  been,  he  said,  a  continual 
struggle  in  this  country  between  the  aristocratic  and  de- 
mocratic principles.  There  was  an  active  principle,  which 
sought  to  draw  power  from  the  sources  to  the  head ;  and 
there  was  an  antagonist  principle,  which  sought  to  draw 
power  from  the  head  to  the  sources.  That  man  consulted 
the  interests  of  his  country  who  endeavors  to  restrain  all 
encroachments  of  power.  Mr.  V.  B.  had  at  first  viewed 
this  question  as  one  of  expediency  mrrely  ;  and  he  was 
disinclined  to  vote  for  the  amendment.  But  he  had  de- 
termined to  vote  for  it :  for  he  knew  of  no  better  mode 
of  declaring  tlie  opinion  of  the  Senate  that  there  is  no 
inherent  power  in  the  Chair,  than  by  adopting  thai 
amendment. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  spoke  in  fitvor  of  the  amendment- 
declaring  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  the  Chair  ought  to  have 
and  to  exercise  the  power  to  prevent  such  acts  and  words 
as  might  disturb  the  business  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  he  would  not  de- 
lay the  Senate  by  a  reply,  but  with  a  short  explanation. 
He  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that 
we  claimed  very  little  power  for  the  Chair;  it  was  the  mere 
power  of  calling  to  order— to  prevent  disorder.  He  had 
no  power  to  |>uni8h — ^it  is  a  mere  consen-ative  right.  The 
power  to  decide  what  is  order  is  already  conferred  by 
the  rules.  One  gentleman  founds  his  argument  on  the 
danger  of  the  power,  while  the  other  argues  there  is  no 
such  power,  because  he  cannot  enforce  his  authority. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Ttlxr]  has  miscon- 
ceived the  argument  with  rega^  to  the  Manual  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  It  has  not  been  considered  as  adopted  by  the 
Senate.  But  it  is  a  work  compiled  by  an  eminent  man, 
who  presided  over  the  Senate,  and  is  high  authority  on 
subjects  of  parliamentaiy  usage.  It  is  read  as  evidence 
of  that  usage.  Our  rules  "are  few,**  but  we  know  what 
intricate  and  difficult  questions  arise  for  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  which  are  submitted,  says  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  his 
discretion.  He  informs  himself  by  a  reference  to  the  best 
writers  on  the  subject.  These  are  read  as  the  results  of 
experience — they  have  the  authority  of  reason— and  ng 
more.  As  in  military  courts  you  refer  to  works  on  courts 
martial,  and  as  in  civil  courts  you  would  read  what  en- 
lightened men  in  every  language  and  in  ever^  age  and 
country  have  written  on  the  subject— that  which  makes 
Pothier  authority  in  our  courts,  and  the  opinions  of  our 
Supreme  Court  respected  every  where. 

One  word  only  to  the  g^nUeman  from  New  York.  It 
would  have  become  him  more  to  have  replied  to  the  ar- 
^Tument,  tlian  fo  have  denounced  the  principles  on  which 
it  was  founded.  I  have  offered  to  him  and  the  Senata 
my  opinions,  supported  by  those  illustrations  and  reasons 
that  occurred  to  me.  The  gentleman  finds  it  more  con- 
venient, by  a  short  cut,  to  leave  the  argument  unanswer- 
ed, and  to  denounce  the  principle  as  '*  anti-republican,'* 
— -"  aristocratic," — "  dangerous," — and  **  monstrous."  I 
have  suted  only  the  practice  of  this  Government,  under 
the  Constitution.  The  principles  have  been  acted  on  by 
the  ablest  men  in  this  country,  at  different  periods,  or 
have  received  the  sanction  of  everv  bnmch  of  the  Go* 
vcmment,  and  have  been  approved  by  the  Ptople  {  and 
it  is  not  now  for  him  to  stigmatise  mtwt  prineipe«  with 
such  epithetf, 
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The  object  of  his  remarks  seems  to  me  intended  rather 
to  review  old  party  distinctions,  than  to  diacuss  political 
principles  They  can  only  be  invoked  to  excite  prejii-. 
dices,  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  all  parties,  for  the 
last  twelve  years,  to  forget.  The  principles  which  I  have 
maintained  are  not  to  be  shaken  by  that  mode  of  argu- 
ment.    I  rose  merely  to  explain,  not  to  reply. 

Mr.  MACON  expressed  himself  at  length  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment,  which  he  considered  unlikely  to  be  of 
any  benefit.  He  had  rather  expunge  the  6th  and  7th 
rules,  than  pass  this  amendment.  He  did  not  believe  in 
the  doctrine  of  inherent  powers,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
the  discretion  of  any  man,  if  he  were  as  wise  as  Solomon, 
would  not  be  a  proper  guide  for  his  direction. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  go  into  the 
general  argument ;  he  wished,  however,  to  confine  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  true  question.     It  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  latitufle  of  debate.     He  did  not  wish  to 
restrain  it,  and  he  did  not  beleive  any  man  on  the  floor 
hai  such  a  wish.      His  wish  was  to  secure   Senators  in 
their  feelings,  as  well  as  their  persons.     He  wished  to 
vest  in  the  Cliair  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  right,  to  call  to 
order  a  member,  who,  in  debate,  might  use  ofTenaive  or 
insulting  personal  remark  toward  a  member.    He  was  not 
solicitous  about  the  manner.    The  Chair  docs  not  believe 
it  now  has  this  power.     The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
[Ml*.  DicKKnsoN]  had  argued  the'propriety  of  this  neces- 
sity sufficiently.     He  was  surprised  that  any  .could  doubt 
the  propriety  of  it.     The  whole  effect  of  an  offensive  re- 
mark is  to  be  traced  to  the  time,  place,  and  circum 
stances  which  accompany  it — and,  above  all,  to  the  per 
Bon  to  whom  it  is  made.     "We  have  every  day  occasion 
to  witness  and  deplore  the  total  want   of  truth  which 
exists  in  i  elation  to  charges  made  by  irre«»ponsible   in- 
dividuals ag..inst  public  men.    We  are  oui-selvcs  often 
the  victims  of  gross  slander.  Our  expressions  are  pervert- 
ed, our  opinions  misrepresented,  and  sentiments  ajicrib- 
ed    to  us  which  we   never  entertained,  and  even  when 
we  disclaim  them.     But  will  any  intelligent  portion  of 
the  community  passjudgment  against  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  because,  forsooth,  some   irresponsi- 
ble, unknown  scribbler  in  a  newspaper  thinks  proper  to 
impeach  his  character  ?     Will  any  man  on  this  floor, who 
has  the  certificate  of  a  Sovereign  State  as  the  evidence  of 
his  integrity,  be  injured  in  public  estimation  by  the  foul 
attacks  of  an  equally  irresponsible  and   upstart  editor, 
who,  begotten  amid  the  mud  passions  of  excited  political 
elements,  pursuing  the  business  of  calumny  and  detrac 
tion,  as  his  avocation,  with  an  assiduity  and  a  zeal  which 
proves  him  equally  regardless  of  truth,  and  insensible  to 
shame  ;  whose  insatiate  thirst  for  the  life  blood  of  honor 
is  never  allayed  by  the  victims  daily  immolated  on  his 
polluted  altar — will  such  aspersion,   I    ask,  injure    the 
fair  fame  of  any  man  whose  life  and  conduct  has  claimed 
the  confidence  of  his  constituents?     No  sir,  thc^  will  not; 
and  therefore  we  want  no  rule  on  the  subject.   With  such 
individuals,  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  can  enter  the  lists^ 
or  wi.sh  to  engage  in  altercation  :  for  one,  sir,  I  would  not 
be  made  to  do  so.     The  vile  work  of  suqh  a  being  is  de- 
fined to  the  fate  which  its  author  merits  and  will  certain- 
ly experience.     A  few  revolving  moons  will  bring  on  the 
period  when  such  an  ephemeral  creature,  having  bluster- 
ed through  thp  impure  atmosphere  in  which  alone  he  can 
live,  will  be  annihilated  by  the  calm  and  sober  sense  of 
even  those  who  once  toleratetl  his  vices;  when  oblivion 
will  shroud  both  the  agent  and  his  infamous  labours,  and 
conceal  their  odious  character  from  the  memory  of  all. 
But,  sir,  widely  different  is  the  case  of  an  offensive  re-- 
tnark  m^  here,  and  recorded  amongst  your  Journals 
The  stidlK  of '^e  speaker,  the  theatre  of  his  operations 


nished  by  your  records,  the  grave  circumstances  which 
surround  it  will  leave  much  room  to  infer  that  it  would  not 
have  been  made  without  some  groimd  on  which  to  erect 
it.  I  would  therefore  use  every  means  to  prevent  the  in* 
troduction  of  such  langfuage  into  a  debate  here.  Let  it  be 
known  and  proclaimed  by  your  rules,  that  it  is  not  a  mat* 
ter  of  speculation  whether  the  member  who  bo  far  for* 
gets  himself  as  to  indulge  in  personal  and  insulting  ro* 
mark,  shall  be  called  to  order.  Let  it  be  certain  thatanj 
effort  to  do  so  will  be  repressed,  and  that  the  vigilant  ob- 
servation of  the  chair  will  prevent  the  intention  of  such 
a  person,  and  make  it  result  ui  a  recoil  upon  himself. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or* 
dered  on  the  question. 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  that  the  question  be  divided.  H* 
might  vote  in  favor  of  the  latter  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment,  but  was  opposed  to  tlie  former. 

Mr.  FOOT  asked  whether  the  amendment  could  b« 
divided. 

The  CHAIR  considered  that  two  propositions  wer» 
embraced  in  it,  and  that  votes  might  oe  taken  separate* 
ly  upon  them. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  expressed  the  same  opinion,  and,  aftef 
a  few  remarks,  he  made  a  motion  to  adjourn:  which  wm 
rejected. 

Mr.  ROWAN  withdrew  his  motion  to  dinde,  and  moT- 
ed  to  strike  out  of  the  amendment,  the  words  "  Presi- 
dent or" — leaving  the  right  to  call  to  order  in  debate,  te 
the  Senators  only. 

Mr.  FOOT  inquired  whether  this  proposition  had  not 
already  been  decided  by  the  rejection  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Bsbribh] 
yestenlay. 

The  CHAIR  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  propositions 
were  not  the  same,  as  that  amendment  embraced  the  pro- 
position of  the  Senator  ftom  Kentucky,  and  several  other 
objects. 

Mr.  Van  BUREN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  :  the 
vote  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the  words  '*  Presi- 
dent or  ;"  and  decided  in  the  nagative,  by  the  followin|^ 
vote  : 


Ae  »M|lJM|||fl  Itfj^onsibility  under  which  he  acts,  are  all 
calmBII^  tfttnuit  the  notice  of  all  who  hear  him  \  and 
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rhen  hi'ilb^fmi^rthe  knowledge  of  the  chufe  is  fur 


YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Eaton,  Ellis,  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McLane,  Macon,  Ridgley, 
Rowan,  Smith,  of  Maiy land,  Tazewell,  White, -WiUienMi* 
Wopdbury.— 16. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
liouligny,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Foot, Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnston, of  Louis- 
iana, Knight,  McKinley,  Marks,  Noble,.  Ihuris,  Robbins. 
Kuggles,  Sanfiird,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Willey. — 30. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  divide  the  amendment,  so  as 
first  to  decide  the  question  of  conferring  the  right  oa 
the  President,  and  then  on  the  appeal  of  tlie  Senate. 

Tl)e  division  having  been  agreed  to,  the  question  up* 
on  the  first  portion  of  the  amendment  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligiiy,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  of  Lo«» 
isiana.  Knight,  McKin]ey,,Mark8,  Noble,  Parris,  Kobbips, 
Rtiggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Soudi 
Carolina,  Thomas,  Tyler,  A'an  Buren,  Willey.— 31. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McLane,  Macon,  Ridgley,  Row- 
an, Smith,  of  Maryland,  l^azewelJ,  W^hite,  -WilhaniB^ 
Woodbury.— 15. 

I1)e  question  on  the  second  portion  of  the  amendment 
then  occurring,  and  Mr.  FOOT  having  called  the  yeasaod 
nays,  it  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote ; 
I     YEAS.^-Hessrs.  Barnard,  Berton,  Bateman,  Bellt  Jten- 
ton,    Berrien,  Bouligny,  Chambenb  Chandler,  Cteww 
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Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Elfis,  Foot,  llarfison,  Hayne, 
Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louis- 
Una,  Kane  King:,  Knight,  McKinJey,  Mcl^ne,  M^rks, 
Noble,  Parris,  Ridrley,  Robhins,  Kowan,  Rugbies,  San- 
ford,  Seymour,  Silsoee,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Taze- 
well, Thomas,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  White,  Willey,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury. — 44 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Maoon,  Smitli,  of  Maryland.*- 2. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr  FOOT,  to  the  6lh  rule,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  rose,  and  saki,  that  he 
took  this  opportunity  to  express  his  entire  satisfaction  with 
that  portion  of  the  amendment  grivingp  to  Senators  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Cbaii>  as  it  was 
not  only  according  to  strict  principle,  but  UFould  relieve 
the  Chair  from  a  most  delicate  duty.  As  to  the  power 
conferred  upon  the  Chair,  it  was  not  for  him  to  speak  ; 
but  he  assured  the  Senate  that  he  should  always  endeavor 
to  exercise  it  with  strict  impartiality. 

Mr  FOOT  then  moved  to  amend  the  7lh  rule  by  insert- 
ing, after  tlie  words  "called  to  order,"  the  words  " by  a 
Senator,"  making  it  requisite  to  write  down  the  ofTencling 
words  uttered  by  a  member,  only  when  a  Senator  should 
bare  called  him  to  order  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  asked  whether  a  vote  should  not  be  ta 
ken  on  the  two  amendments. 

The  CHaIR  answered,  that  the  division  of  the  amend- 
ment precluded  the  necessity  of  doing  bo. 

Mr.  NOBLE  remarked  that  the  Chair  ought  to  be 
assisted  by  every  member  in  keeping  order.  He  bad 
▼oted  for  tlie  amendment,  because  it  made  the  power  of 
the  Premdent  doubly  sure. .  It  gave  him  a  power  which 
he,  Mr.  N.,  had  no  doubt  he  possessed  from  the  Con- 
4  ftkution  \  and  he  hoped  that,  under  the  present  reguU-* 
tion,  the  flood-gates  of  the  waters  of  Roanoke  would 
never  be  opened  to  inundate  the  Senate  Chamber  again. 

Fbisat,  Fxbruabt  15,  1828. 
THE  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  thei>ill  for  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Militia  of  the  Dnited  States,  and  for  the  dis- 
cipline thereof,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
"21,**  and  inserting  "18,V  making  the  bill  include  all 
l^rsons  between  the  ages  of  18  and  28. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.CHANDLER,  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  HARRISON;  when  the  question  being  tuk- 
•n,  the  Senate  divided,  and  the  vote  stood  22  to  22.  The 
Vice  President  gave  the  casting  vote  for  the  amendment. 

A  further  debate  took  place  on  the  bill,  in  which  it  was 
rapported  by  Messrs.  MACON,  SMII  H,  of  Md.  and 
CHANDLER,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  HAYNE. 

Mr.  H  A  RRISON  did  notagree  in  all  the  provisions  of  the 
tnll  f  but  was  clear  that  something  must  be  done.  lie, 
thertibre,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  tlie  table,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution : 

JReiohed,  That  the  report  on  the  subject  of  the  mili- 
^  tnade  in  the  year  1790,  by  Henry  Knox,  Secretary  of 
War,  and  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

M%  CHANDLER  said,  that  the  only  objection  that  oc- 
curred  to  him  to  the  motion  was,  that  it  would  create  great 
delay.  He  should  not  be  opposed  to  it,  if  the  bill  could 
be  called  up  early. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  then  agreed 
to — and  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  HARRISON  was, 
by  uoanimous  consent,  agreed  to. 

MOHDAT,  FaBBVABT  18,  1828. 
BREAKWATER  IN  THE  DELAWARE. 


On 
cdtD 


motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  Senate  proceed- 
tbc  eonskSeratkm  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  tbc  con- 


stnictiun  of  a  Breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  Delaware  Bay  i 
and  an  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
i  merce  to  authorize  the  expenditure  umler  tlie  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasui-y,  instead  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOODRURY  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
the  different  plans  that  had  been  formed  for  the  construc- 
tion, and  the  various  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  Break- 
water, and  moved  to  hU  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  the  sure 
of  250,000  dollars. 

Mr.  S^IITH,  of  Maryland,  made  some  remarks  in  &• 
vor  of  the  bill,  when  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
250,000  dollars  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARKS  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  the  "Secretary  of  tho 
Treasury,"  and  insert  the  "President  of  the  United 
States."  He  thouf^ht  the  expenditure  could  be  made 
more  advantageously  under  the  direction  of  the  President 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  the  proposition;  and  the  motion  wasagreed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  engross* 
ing  the  bill ;  wliich  was  sustained. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
the  b'll  be  postponed  to  Wednesday. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  WOODBURY  and 
SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  S. 
C.  was  agreed  to. 

JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  bill  to  establish  pro- 
cess  in  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  tlie  ycaf 
1789,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  PArtRIS  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
taken   on    Friday,  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
ROWAN ;  which  motion  was  rejected. 
^  Mr.  PARRIS  then  prefaced  a  motion  to  recommit  tbc 
bill,  with  some  remarks  explanatory  of  his  motives. 

On  this  motion  considerable  discussion  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs-  SANFORD,  KANE,  ROWAN,  WEB- 
STER, TAZEWELL,  and  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana, 
expressed  themselves. 

Mr.  PARRIS  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  recommit! 
and  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.,  having  questioned  the 
Chair  as  to  the  propriety  of  moving  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  Friday,  on  Mr.  ROWAN'S  amendment,  the  Pre- 
sident observed  that  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  r^ 
consider  tlie  vote  on  reconsideration. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

This  motion  was  warmly  opposed  by  Messrs,  ROWAN 
and  TAZEWELL. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  some  extraordinaiy  propo. 
sitions  had  been  laid  down  in  the  argument  that  had  jual 
been  pronour7ced ;  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour  induced 
him  to  move  en  adjoomment. 

TUXSDAT,  FXBBVABT  19,  1828- 

JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  te 
establish  process  in  the  SUtes  admitted  into  the  Union 
since  the  year  1789,  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  question 
being  on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PARRIS  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  ROWAN  on  Friday  last- 
Mr.  WEBSTER  addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length 
in  favor  of  the  motion.  He  entered  into  a  view  of  the 
ostensible  objects  and  ultimate  effects  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  ami  argued  that  the  former  were  not  ad- 
hered to,  while  the  latter  would  be  disastrous  and  incon- 
venient in  the  extreme.  He  replied  in  detail  to  the  ar* 
laments  urged  yesterday  by  Messrs.  TAZEWELL  and 
ROWAN,  discussing  the  signifieation  given  by  the  pnv 
cesaaetsof'a9n»d'92,  totbetmn  civil  lav,  by  ^iit^ 
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equity  process  was  to  be  regulated*  and  opposing  the  idea 
that  the  common  law  was  alluded  to  by  the  terms  of  those 
acts.  He  considered  that,  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  present 
shape,  it  would  destroy  all  equi^  process  in  many  of  tb« 
old  States.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  the  advantages 
asked  for  by  the  new  States  should  be  acceded  to  them, 
but  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  a  bill  which  threatened  so 
mudi  evil  to  the  older  members  of  the  Unioii. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  supported  the  motion,  remarking 
that  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  was  allowed  to  progress 
merely  through  an  oversight  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  that,  in  order  to  correct  some  mat- 
ters of  fact  on  this  subject,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him 
to  consult  certain  documents.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  <  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  KANE,  who  replied  briefly  to  some  portion  of  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  WEBSTER  ?  to  which  the  latter  answer- 
ed in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  ROWAN  then  renewed  bis  motion  to  lay  the  biU 
•n  the  table  ;  which  was  a£p%ed  to. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  orders  of  the  day  wsrc 
postponed,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Columbian 
College  was  taken  up. 

Some  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  some  conver- 
sation took  place  between  Messrs.  EATON  and  CHAND- 
LER, which,  from  the  tumult  in  the  gallery,  the  Re- 
porter could  not  hear. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that,  as  there 
were  many  penons  connected  with  this  transaction,  he 
wished  to  know  from  the  committee  whether  those  per- 
sons who  formerly  owed  the  sum  about  to  be  given  up, 
would  now  assume  the  debL  Would  Mr.  Rice  become 
again  liable  for  the  15,000  dollars  due  by  him  (  and  was 
Col.'"McK£nney  willing  to  suffer  an  embargo  upon  tus 
•alary  for  the  sum  for  which  he  was  indebted. 

Mr.  EATON  made  some  remarks  which  were  imper- 
fectly heard.  He  was  understood  to  refer  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  the  report  of  the  conunittee  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  he  had  not 
aread  the  report.  It  was  a  vei^'  long  one  t  and  it  was  im- 
possible for  gentlemen  to  read  all  ttie  reports  that  were 
laid  upon  their  tables.  If  they  could,  uiey  had  better 
capacities  and  better  constitutions  than  be  had.  He  hop- 
ed, therefore,  in  ordtf  that  he  might  read  this  document, 
that  he  should  be  indulged  in  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow^ 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to> 

0 

CLAIM  OF  ABRAHAM  OGDEN. 

Mr.  EATON  moved  that  the  question  on  reconsider- 
Ifig  theTote  on  the  bOl  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ogden 
might  then  be  taken.  Mr.  E.  stated  that  the  motive  with 
which  he  asked  the  reconsideration  of  that  ¥Ote,  «rose 
tern  a  statement  made  to  him  by  a  gentleman  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  who  informed  him  that  further  evidence 
was  in  preparation  m  the  NiLvy  Department,  imd  would 
shortly  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  if  there  was  a  point  at  which  discussion 
should  end,  it  had  been  arrived  at  on  this  subject,  which 
bad  been  dedded  by  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  if,  when  the  new  evidence 
eppeared,  it  should  net  alter  the  aspect  of  the  case,  the 
Senate  could  persist  in  its  former  decision.  He  did 
Slot  pretend  to  declare  whether  suoh  a  result  would  or 
would  not  be  produced. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  motion  to  reoonsider,  and  mor- 
«d  to  Uy  the  notioa  «b  Ihe  tahlefwkich  was  agreed  to. 
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COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  preceding  orders  of  the 
day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Co- 
lumbian College  was  taken  up. 

Mr  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  it  might  be 
supposed,  from  his  having  asked  the  postponement  of  the 
bill  to  this  dav,  that  he  intended  to  address  the  Senate 
upon  the  subject.  He  did  not  intend  to  do  so,  farther 
than  to  state  that  he  had  read  the  report  of  the  committee, 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  yesterday 
referred  him,  and  had  not  received  from  it  the  satis&ction 
which  he  had  desired. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  the  opinion  might  have 
been  formed,  from  what  he  said  yesterday,  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  object  of  the  bill.  He  was  not.  He  only 
wished  that  the  property  and  sureties  in  the  hands  of  the 
College  might  be  g^ven  up  to  the  United  States.  If  that 
was  faithfully  provided  for,  he  did  nQt  oppose  relieving 
the  College  from  its  obligation. 

Mr.  RIUGELY  said  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
give  up  the  obligation  of  the  College,  only  on  condition 
that  the  houses  and  lots  conveyed  to  the  College  should 
be  reconveyed  to  tlie  United  States,  and  the  notes  of 
McKenney  were  also  given  up  The  notes  had*'not 
been  assigned  to  the  College  ;  th^  had  been  simply  de« 
livered  to  the  College.  It  would  be  at  the  discretion  of 
the  officer  of  the  Government  to  defer  the  relinquishment 
of  the  obligation  of  the  College  nntil  the  property  and 
papers  were  delivered  up.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
as  was  understood  by  our  Reporter,  to  guard  the  bill  mere 
fully  in  this  respect ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  m  third 
reading. 

DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  orders  wero  post- 
poned, and  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  Breakwater  near  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
ware, was  taken  up.  [This  bill  makes  an  annual  Appro- 
priation of  $  250,000  for  ten  years.  ] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  briefly  against 
the  appropriation,  on  tlie  ground  that  the  reports  of  the 
engineers  upon  the  subject  were  not  satisfactory,  and  that 
the  revenue  did  not  authorize  so  large  an  expenditure  as 
the  bill  contemplated. 

Mr.  McLANE  spoke  at  great  length  in  support  of  the 
bill,  sustaining  its  importance, not  only  to  the  States  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Delaware,  but  to  the  interests  of  commerce 
throughout  the  countiy.  He  also  supported  his  arguments 
by  citing  many  documents  and  computations,  showing 
that  immense  losses  of  property  and  lives  had  hitherte 
been  eustained  by  tlie  dangerous  navigation  of  the  Dele* 
ware,  and  the  advantages  to  commerce  and  the  revenue 
which  would  result  from  the  completion  of  the  Break- 
water. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thought,  that,  as  this  was  to  be  aa 
experiment,  the  smallest  sum  reported  ought  to  have 
been  chosen,  instead  of  the  iai^est. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  CHANDLER. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  supported  the  bill,  as  a  measure  of  great 
concernment  to  the  interests  of  commerce  througffout  the 
Union. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  at  considerable 
length  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  McLANE. 

The  bill  was  hirther  supported  by  Messrs.  SMITH,  ef 
MaryUnd,  RIDGELY,  and  BARNARD. 


TaURSDAT,  FSBKUABT  21,  1828. 
JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
mo6ou  ef  the  lath  inttent,  to  i^coeslder  the  rote  on  tli* 
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reconsideration  of  that  of  the  14th  instsint,  on  eng^ssinr 
the  bill  for  regulating  process  in  tlie  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  1789. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  that  he  should  have  been  contented 
to  take  the  vote  when  this  question  was  under  discussion 
on  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  that  tlic  Senatorfrom  Uas- 
sachusetts  (Mr.  WaasTXB)  had  refefred  to  the  process 
laws  of  Kentucky,  in  connexion  with  the  rules  of  the  Fe- 
deral Court,  in  such  a  manner  as  rendered  Lt  necessary, 
in  his  opinion,  to  have  special  reference  to  those  rules. 
The  gentleman  had,  moreover,  misstated  the  execution 
laws  of  that  State.  To  hare  it  in  his  power  to  correct 
the  misstatement  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  produce  the 
rules  of  Court,  he  had  requested  the  postponement. 

The  gentleman  had  staled,  that  the  laws  of  Kentucky 
would  not  permit  an  execution  to  be  taken  out  by  a  cre- 
ditor upon  his  jud^ent,  unless  he  would  endorse,  that 
uncurrcnt  or  unavailable  bank  notes  would  be  taken  in 
discharge  of  it.  That,  to  remedy  this  evil,  the  Federal 
Judges  had  made  the  rules  complained  of  by  the  Sena- 
tors from  Kentucky.  He  added,  moreover,  that  the  exe- 
cution laws  of  Kentucky  were  declared,  both  by  the  SUte 
Mid  Federal  Judges,  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Rowan,  as  to  the  first  statement  of  the 
gentleman,  it  is  utterly  erroneous — there  never  was  a 
Ukw  of  Kentucky  which  forbade  the  plaintiff  to  sue  out 
execution  upon  bis  judgment,  unless  he  would  endorse 
that  he  would  take  unavailable  paper  in  distharge  of  it. 
1  do  not  know,  said  Mr.  R.  whence  the  gentleman  ob- 
tained his  information,  but  I  do  know  that  it  is  incorrect. 
It  was  always  competent  for  a  plaintiff  to  sue  out  his  ex- 
ecation  immediately  ai\er  the  term  had  expired,  at  which 
he  had  obtained  his  judgment.  But  there  was  a  period 
in  that  State,  m  i»hich  the  defendant  in  the  execution, 
could,  when  it  came  to  be  levied  upon  his  property,  re- 
plevy the  debt  for  two  ^ears,  unless  the  plaintiff  had  en- 
dorsed that  he  was  wilhng  to  receive  the  current  bauk 
notes  of  the  State,  in  which  case  he  could  replevy  for 
three  months  only. 

Why  the  gentleman  should  have  referred  to  the  execu- 
tion Laws  of  Kentucky,  he  could  not  well  perceive,  for 
whether  those  laws  were,  or  were  not,  constitutional,  or 
expedient,  must  be  foreign  from  the  point  under  dis- 
cussion, which  was,  whether  the  Judges  possessed  the 
power  to  make  execution  laws  under  any  circumstances. 
If,  under  color  of  making  rules  of  Court,  they  possessed 
the  power  to  make  execution  laws,  then  they  could  have 
exercised  that  power,  whether  the  execution  laws  of  the 
State  had  been  wise  or  foolish,  void,  or  valid.  And  if  they 
did  not  possess  the  power  to  legislate,  then  they  could 
not,  under  any  state  of  things,  have  made  those  execu- 
tion laws,  or  ndcs.  But,  as  the  laws  of  that  Slate  had 
been  mentioned  by  the  gentleman,  in  a  manner  that  might 
teem  to  imply  censure,  he  wouldj  while  he  reprobated, 
in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the  right,  or  propriety',  of 
any  Senator's  censuring  the  conduct  of  a  State,  claim  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  ibr  a  few  moments,  while  he 
vindicated  the  State,  by  which  he  had  been  lionored  with 
a  seat  in  that  body,  from  the  imputation  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  been  pleased  to  utter  in  inuendoes.  lie 
'  would,  however,  premise,  as  a  fact  well  known,  not  only 
to  physiologists,  but  to  all  close  observers  of  human  na- 
ture, that  the  Creator  of  man  has  wisely  and  benignanll y 
endowed  him  with  energies  beyond  what  are  required  for 
the  ordinary  avocations  of  life — energies  for  special  and 
extraordinary  exigencies,  which  lie  dormant  until  the 
emergencies,  which  awaken  and  eall  them  into  action, 
occur ;  that  the  degree  of  energy  beyond  the  stock  ha- 
bitually employed  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life,  which 
•hall  be  called  into  exercise  upun  any  occasion,  depends 
upon  the  excitement  vrhich  the  occasion  produces.  Now, 
air,  it  is  known- that  there  is  no  general  condition  of  socie- 
ty vliieh  exeitetits  members  so  poweHlilly  as  a  state  of 


war.     Hence  it  has  been  said  by  wise  men,  that  it  is  but 
little  less  dangerous  to  close,  than  to  commence  a  war. 
To  allay  the  stock  of  excitement  which  that  condition 
produces--«to  ease  men  down  to  their  ordinary  pacific 
pursuits,  from  a  high  and  fervid  state  of  excitement ;  or, 
if  the  similie  may  be  allowed,  to  let  off  the  steam  when 
the  voyage  is  closed,  without  bursting  the  boiler,  derang- 
ing the  machinery,  or  injuring  the  passengers,  is  a  taw 
of  great  delicacy,  and  very  great  difficulty.     This  excite- 
ment may  be  extraordinary  even  for  a  state  of  war.    It 
may  be  rendered  so  by  an  infinite  variety  of  occurrences. 
A  spirit  of  disaffection  among  those  who  are  canying  it 
on  ;  unexpected  disasters :  a  savage  and  brutal  species 
of  warfare,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  are  among  the 
causes  calculated  to  produce  almost  preternatural  excite- 
ment during  its  progress ;  and,  upon  its  sudden  termina* 
tion,  to  expose  society,  in  its  pacific  state,  to  the  effects 
of  the  very  highest  wrought  war-feeling.  Sir,  such  was  the 
character  of  our  last  war.     We  had  beheld  in  other  quar- 
ters, for  more  than  twenty  years  before  its  commencement, 
the  fiercest,  the  most  desolating  ravages  of  war.    We  had 
not  looked  on  as  cold  and  heedless  spectators ;  we  could 
not  do  so.     The  scenes,  though  tragic,  were  grand  and 
magnificent.    All  Christendom,  with  the  exception  of  the 
United  States,  were  involved  in  the  war  f  and  the  United 
States  and  all  the  rest  of  the  world  looked  on  with  wonder 
and  amazement.     Never  did  nations  contend  more  strtn- 
uously ;  never  did  war  crowd  upon  the  gaze  of  mankind 
events  more  splendid,  or  in  more  rapid  succession. 
^  The  United  States  were  subject,  not  only  to  the  ex- 
citement which  a  spectacle  so  grand,  so  august,  could  not 
fail  to  produce  on  them  as  mere  spectators ;  but  they  were 
unceasingly  exposed  to  collision  with  some  one  of  the  be! 
ligerents.     They  were,  in  fact,  for  much  of  the  time,  in 
a  state  ofaiuui  war  with  more  than  one  of  them.    Then, 
sir,  when  tne  war  really  came,  it  found  the  people  of  this 
nation  in  a  state  of  great  excitement.     Let  me  ask  if  the 
occurrences  during  that  war  were  calculated  to  diminish 
that  state  of  feeling  ?  The  disaffection  of  some  of  the 
States  J  their  refusal  to  co-operate  in  bringing  it  to  an 
honorable  close,  surely  was  not  calculated  to  damp  the 
ardor,  abate  the  zeal,  or  diminish  the  patriotism  of  the 
people  of  Kentuckv.     The  Kentuckians,  said  Mr.  R.  arc, 
and  I  speak  it  with  pride,  a  brave  and  chivalric  people. 
They  felt  all  the  zeal  for  the  glory  of  their  country,  with 
which  its  accumulated  injuries  could  inspire  an  ardent,  a 
brave,  and  a  patriotic  people.     They  never  hesitated, 
never  faltered  for  a  moment.     They  poured  out  their 
blood  like  water  on  the  northwestern  frontier.     They 
were   prodigal  of   life  at   Tippecanoe,    the    plains  of 
Raisin,  at  Dudley's  rencontre,  on  the  Thames,  and  Or- 
leans.    Sir,  Kentucky  was  widowed  by  the  war--s]ie  was 
bereaved,  by  its  ravages,  of  some  of  her  most  distinguish, 
ed  sons.     I  need  not,  said  Mr.  R.  name  them  ;  the  occa- 
sion docs  not  require  it.  Among  them  were  Colonels  Al- 
len and  Daviess — men  surpassed  in  none  of  the  States, 
in  no  part  of  the  world,  whether  you  have  reference  to 
their  virtues  or  their  talents.  Sir,  the  glory  of  the  closing 
scene  of  the  war  was  calculated,  by  its  effulgence  to  ex- 
cite to  rapture  such  a  people  as  the  Kentuckians,  and  they 
did  enjoy  tlie  raptures  of  tliat  unparalleled  victory — a  vic- 
tory which  Ihey  had  assisted  to  achieve — a  victory,  which 
obscured,  by  its  splendors,  the  mortifying  occurrences  at 
this  place—yes  sir,  which    obliterated    the  defloration, 
by  the  enemy,  of  the  proud  edifice  in  which  we  now  sit, 
and  healed  the  wound  inflicted  upon  the  just  pride  of 
the  patriotic  portion  of  the  American  people,    by  that 
humiliating  event.    But,  said  Mr.  Rowajt,  I  have  dwelt 
longer  upon  this  part  of  the  subject  than,  perhaps,  I  ought. 
The  object  was  to  show  thut  the  people  of  Kentucky 
were  nut  cold-blooded,  indifi'erent  spectators ;  that  they 
were  greatly  excited,  and  entered  into  the  cause  of  their 
country,  with  animation  and  zeal ;  that  the  disasters  and 
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rictories,  in  which  they  participated  largely,  were  calcu> 
Jated  to  excite,  and  did  excite  them  greatly;  that  at  the 
diose  of  the  war  tiiey  were  left  in  a  state  of  very  high 
feeling.  •  And,  in  conjunction  with  these,  he  begged 
Jeave  to  state  another  fact,  not  without  its  influence  in 
producing  the  state  of  things  which  ensued,  and  at  which 
tiie  gentleman  hiis  alluded,  not,  indeed,  with  express,  but 
ivith  evident  implied  reprobation.  Sir,  it  nutst  be  re- 
•collected  that  the  United  States'  Bank  did  not  exist  at 
that  period  ;  that  the  State  Banks  furnished  much  i>f  the 
money,  with  which  the  war  was  c(m<Uicted;  Kentucky 
furnished  her  full  portion.  The  needs  of  the  government, 
mnd  the  excitement  to  which  he  had  alluded,  had  pro- 
^ucedf  perhaps,  an  inordinate  issue  by  the  Banks,  in  that 
State.  The  men  and  supplies  furnished  by  that  State, 
•caused,  naturally,  during,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  a 
plenary,  if  not  profuse,  circulation  of  local  notes.  This 
nirnishcd,  to  the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  facilities 
for  the  indulgence  of  fcverisli  and  extravagant  projects  j 
impracticable  plans  were  honestly,  but  erroneously  forn>e(i ; 
chimerical  notions  of  wealth  and  aggrandizement  were 
cherished.  In  fine,  the  stale  of  feeling  was  suited  to  the 
-occasion  which  had  produced,  and  not  to  the  con<lition 
which  had  ensued  it.  They  enjoyed  peace,  while  they 
were  under  the  influence  «jf*  war  feelings.  The  Bank  of 
tlie  United  States  was  created  immediately  upon  the  close 
cf  the  war,  and  the  Government,  very  unwisely,  as  he 
always  thought,  determined,  suddenly,  through  its  instru- 
mentality, to  restore,  not  gradually,  as  it  ought,  but 
suddenly,  a  metallic  currency. 

The  effects  of  this  unwise  meastirc  are  known  to  all ; 
they  were  felt  by  almost  all  in  Kentucky.  The  change, 
Mr.  President,  was  too  sudden— the  shock  inflicted  by  it 
was  too  severe— the  sacrifices  produced  by  it  were  too 
numerous  and  too  agonizing — the  basis  upon  which  the 
enterprise,  the  hopes,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  of 
that  State  rested,  was  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  taken 
from  under  them,  and  they  were  turned  over,  as  lawful  prej' 
to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  the  mercenary  vultures 
that  hovered  round  that  institution.  The  Legislature  of  the 


who  had  fought  the  battles  of  their  country,  an  opportu* 
nity  of  paying  their  debla^  without  the  entire  sacrifice  of 
their  properly,  and  the  loss  of  their  liberty,  by  imprison* 
nrient.  And  mark,  Mr.  President :  The  great  majority  of 
tiie  creditoi^  in  that,  as  under  like  circumstances  thejr 
will  always  be,  in  every  State,  were  not  the  ardent,  gene- 
rous, brave  men  who  had  entered,  with  their  wbol<>  soul, 
into  the  war  which  their  country  had  been  consti^ined  to 
wage.  They  were  mostly,  your  cold-blooded,  cunning, 
calculating,  avaricious  men,  whose  only  love  of  countij 
was  love  of  money — whose  patriotism  was  cupidity, 
and  whose  zeal  was  to  enrich  themselves,  and  to  ruin  tlie' 
men  who  had  saved  their  country.  I'hese,  sir,  were  few 
'—but  they  were  clamorous — and  their  clamors  were 
echoed  by  capitalists  from  every  quarter — and  we  all 
know  that  the  capitalists  were  not  the  patriots  in  our 
last  war. 

But,  he  begged  leave  to  ask,  if  Kentucky  was  the  only 
State  that  had,  by  her  enactions,  attempted  during*  the 
war  to  »uit  her  code  to  her  condition  ?  Sir,  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Slates  altered  their  execut'K>n  laws.  Public 
sentirnent  approved  it,  because  the  deranged  condition 
of  affiiirs  required  it.  Virginia,  the  ancient  dominion,  a 
State  as  disUngiiished  for  the  correctness  and  stability  of 
her  po]itic}il  creed,  as  for  the  heroes  and  statesmen 
which  she  has  produced — even  she  suspended  executions^ 
for  » he  believed)  twelve  months.  But  why  quote  exam- 
ples—what are  the  SUtts  fbi^— what  the  annual  session  of 
Iheir  Legislatures — but,  by  changing  the  laws,  to  auit 
them  to  tile  varying  condition  nf  itociety  ? 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  Circuit  Judge  pronounced  tlie 
replevin  law  of  Kentucky  to  be  unconstitutional  and  vl^id. 
He.declared  the  law  to  be  void,  because  it  delayed  justice^ 
and.  immediately  enacted  a  law  which  authorized  the 
defendant  to  replevy  for  three  months.  He  declared  the 
replevin  law  of  the  Stats  to  be  unconstitutional,  and 
immediately  made  a  replevin  law.  He  declared  the  law 
of  the  State,  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  to  be  roid 
for  the  stime  reason,  and  immediately  enacted  an  imprison- 
ment law.      [Here  Mr.  Rowax  presented  to  the  House 


State,   in  the  laudable  view  to  mitigate  the  calamities,  I  the  rules  made  by  the  Federal  Judges  of  the  Kentucky 


which  had  so  suddenly  and  so  unexpectedly  overtaken 
tlie  people,  and  to  save  from  ruin  as  many  as  possible  of 
her  citizens,  by  affording  them  time  to  disembarrass 
themselves,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  defendant,  when 
the  plaintiff  had  not  endorsed,  that  he  would  take  the 
current  notes  of  the  State,  to  replevy  the  debt  for  two 
:year8,  but  denying  to  him,  when  the  plaintiff  had  made 
-•uch  endorsement,  the  right  to  replevy,  for  more  than 
^hree  months.  And  what  was  the  mighty  evil  of  this 
delay?  The  defendant  executed  a  bond,  with  two  ap- 
proved securities,  for  the  payment  of  the  amount  of  the 
execution  within  two  years.  The  debt  was  made 
perfectly  secure  $  it  bore  interest  during  the  time,  and  |)ad 
the  force  of  a  judgment,  upon  which  execution  issued,  as 
matter  of  course,  and  upon  which  there  could  be  no  delay. 
The  injury  was,  if  an  injury  that  may  be  called,  which  is  a 
public  good,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  permitted  to  take 
the  entire  estate  of  the  defendant  for  less  than  a  one 
hundreth  part  of  its  value.  There  was  no  money  which 
would  be  taken,  save  what  little  could  be  obtained  from 
the  United  States  Bank;  and  that  was  not  obtained  by 
debtors,  and  when  obtained,  was  employed  by  those  who 
could  obtain  it,  in  merciless  specul'.tion,  at  forced  ssdes  by 
the  sheriff.  The  contracts  had  all  been  predicated  upoi) 
the  local  cuirency — none  other  had  been  known  or  thought 
of,  that  had  been  put  down  by  the  United  States  Bank — 
a  new  state  of  things  had  ensued.  The  creditor  refused 
the  medium  for  which  he  had  contracted,  and  demanded 
payment  in  one  which  had  been  suddenly  created,  ancl 
eould  not  be  suddenly  obtained.  The  Legislature  not 
•nly  passed  this  law,  but  passed  a  law  also  abolishing 
Imprisonment  for  debt  i  thus  alFording  to  the  brave  fellows 


District.  They  consisted  of  17  Sections,  lliey  were 
read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  his  place.]  Sir, 
iwid  Mr.  Rowjiir,  if  the  judge  had  really  believed  these 
laws  of  the  State  to  be  unconstitutional,  and,  if  he  iiad  ' 
really  believed,  also,  that  he  possessed  legislative  power— 
a  respect  for  himself— the  pride  of  consistenc}',  and  a 
decent  respect  for  the  sentiment  of  the  State  should  all 
have  restrained  him  from  the  course  which  he  pursued. 
There  wasanunpamlleled  audacity  in  ordain'mg,  by  rule  of 
Court,  a  replevin  law,  when  he  had  determined  that  law 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  be  unconstitutional.  There 
was  an  insolent  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  in  ordaining 
imprisonment  for  debt,  af\er  tlie  Legislature  of  the  Siatc« 
liad  abolished  it.  Sir,  we  hear  a  great  deal  about  the 
purity  and  sanctity  of  the  judicial  character,  and  eulogiee 
without  number  are  pronounced  upon  the  present  incum- 
bents. He  had  notliing  to  say  about  the  men  ;  it  wss  tiie 
corporate  powers  of  the  judicial  department,  and  not  with 
the  Judges,  that  this  Senate  had  to  do  in  the  present 
question,  lie  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say,  that 
he  did  not  rate  very  highly  that  sanctity  which  waa 
unceasingly  employed  in  profaning  the  State  laws,  and 
State  aiiihorities— which,  in  the  exercise  of  a  little 
usurped  and  brief  authority,  outraged  the  sacred  princi- 
ples of  freedom,  and  drew  into  contempt  the  most 
solemn  civil  institutibns.  Sir,  you  have  in  the  rules  of 
cotirt,  wliich  have  just  been  read,  a  full  and  complex 
code  of  execution  ia-u's  mcluding  replevin — imprison- 
ment for  debt,  and  a  system  of  conveyancing.  The  ytery 
higliest  attributes  of  sovereignty  are  exerted  in  concIa:re 
by  these  judges.  They  make  their  rules,  which  sabject 
your  property'  to  seiaure  and  sale,    snd   your  body  %m 
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imprisonment.  They  are  not  printed  nor  promiil^ed ;  and 
yet,  like  the  law»  of  the  Tyrant,  they  must  ifovern,  though 
they  cannot  be  read,  or  known.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Huwax, 
we  are  this  day  debating  whether  the  Judges  shall  exer* 
«iae  9L  legislative  power  to  an  extent,  and  in  a  manneTk, 
which  drew  upon  that  tyrant,  the  just  execration  of  an 
mankind.  Our  freedam  consists,  essentially,  in  the  fad, 
that  we  are  governed  by  laws,  made  by  ourselves — that 
the  will  of  the  majority,  definitely  expressed,  ami  duly 
promulgated,  is  the  only  power  to  which  freemen  are 
constrained  to  bend.  But,  what  is  the  judicial  doctrine 
which,  he  was  sorry  to  see,  had  so  many  advocates  in  this 
body?  Why,  not  that  the  voice  of  the  majority,  but  that 
the  will  of  one  or  two  Federal  Judges — under  (he  suppos- 
ed) the  sacred  guidance  of  that  fuithfid  monitor,  their  con- 
science—should  regulate  the  property  and  the  liberty  of 
the  people  of  these  States— and  that,*too,  not  published, 
but  retained  in  the  office  of  their  own  clerk.  Tne  Judges 
and  the  lawyers  of  the  Court  well  know  what  tlie  rides 
are,  and  the  people  may  know,  by  making  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  office  of  the  clerk  and  pa)  ing  him  for  a  siglu  of 
them.  But  that  the  Judges  and  the  lawyers  should 
know  the  law,  seemed  to  t!ie  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
aufHcient.  It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  that  the 
people  should  know  them.  This  doctrine  was  iii^ged  by 
the  gentlemen  with  a  zeal,  which  he  had  but  little  ex- 

i»ected.  He  would  notice  it  more  at  large  hereafter: 
or  the  present,  he  was  concerned  with  the  I^egislative 
power  asserted  for,  and  exercised  by  the  Judges.  Sir, 
•aid  Mr.  Rowait,  the  legislative  power,  according  to  the 
theory  of  our  Goveriunent,  is  never  to  he  exercised  but 
under  strict  responsibility  to  the  people,  whose  will  gives 
obltgatory  force  to  the  law.  Rut  under  what  responsibility 
do  the  Jtidges  legislate?  They  are  in  office  for  life,  and 
can  only  be  removed  by  impeacliment,  for  malfeasance 
in  office.  Theirofficeis  judicial,  not  legislative.  Could 
they  be  impeached  for  corrupt  legislation?  Wotild  it  be 
official  malfeasance?  They  were  commissioned  to  judge, 
not  to  legislate — to  expound,  not  to  make  laws.  Their 
legislative  exertions  would  Hot  be  official,  and  so,  not 
subject,  to  even  the  remote  and  nominal  responsibility  of 
impeachment. 

Mr  President,  all  the  dist'mgtiished  writers  upon  politi- 
cal science  agree  that  the  concentration  of  the  legislative, 
the  judicial,  and  the  executive  power  in  the  same  person, 
or  body,  constitutes  despotism.  These  three  powers 
were  exercised  by  the  Federal  Judges  in  Kentucky ;  and 
that,  too,  in  relation  to  topics  the  most  critically  interest- 
ing of  any  that  fall  wti.hin  the  scope  of  those  powers,  in 
their  divided  and  best  adjusted  shape  in  immediate 
relation  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberty,  and  the  possession 
of  his  property  by  the  citizen.  That, surely,  is  the  high- 
est act  of  sovereignty,  which  takes  from  a  man  his  liberty, 
or  which  takes  from  one  man  his  property,  and  gives  to 
another ;  yet  these  Judges  make  the  rules  by  which  this  is 
done^they  expound  them,  and  they  execute  themi  Sir, 
caid  Mr.  Rowak,  if  this  thing  is  sanctioned,  wc  have  gain- 
cd  nothing  by  the  Revolution  ;  we  have  lost  by  it.  For 
■och  a  power  was  never  asserted  for,  or  exercised  by,  the 
Judges  of  England.     It  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the 

fieople  of  that  country.  The  people  of  that  Government 
ave,  at  various  periods  of  its  history,  been  very  much 
harassed  and  grieved  by  the  pliancy  and  corruption  of 
their  Judges,  biitthey  never  were,  as  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky  have  been,  oppressed  by  the  usurpation,  on  the 
part  of  even  their  most  corrupt  Judges  ofth^  legisla- 
tive power.  Sir,  this  assumption  of  the  legislative  power, 
by  the  Federal  Judges  of  Kentucky,  has  caused  much  anx- 
iety to  the  people  of  tliat  State.  They  have  remonstrat- 
ed to  Congress,  repeatedly,  and  most  solemnly  against  it 
Their  remonstrances  have  hitKerto  been  unavailing. 
They  have  been  patient,  not  from  any  proneness  on  their 
IMOt  W  aQbimt  to  judicial,  or  any  other  kind  of  tyranny. 


but  from  a  love  of  orrler,  and  in  the  hope  that  their 
wrongs  would  be  redressed  by  Congress  i  when  that 
hope  ceases  let  the  petty  oppressors  beware  how,  and 
upon  whom,  they  exercise  their  ill.derived  power.  But, 
Hr.  President,  why  should  their  reasonable  expectationa. 
of  redress  from  Congress  be  disappointed  ?  Wliat  it 
there  in  judicial  legislation  which  can  enamour  Con« 
gress  with  it  ?  The  excellence  of  all  leppslation  is  i» 
the  adaptation  of  the  laws,  by  those  who  make  them«  to 
the  condition  of  those  for  whom  they  are  ntkde.  Tbo 
J  uriges  are  not  from  among  the  people ;  they  are,bytheir  of- 
fice and  iheir  salaries,  placed  above  the  fluctuations,  and 
freed  from  the  cares,  to  which  the  people  are  uneeasingly 
exposed.  They  cannot,  therefore,  if  they  were  qualified., 
in  other  respects  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  will 
of  the  people,  their  wants  and  their  sufferings  to  legia* 
late  beneficially  for  them.  But,  Sir,  when  did  this  idea 
of  judicial  legislation  first  present  itself  to  the  American 
People  ?  Tlie  law  of  Congreas  authorizing  the  Judgea 
to  alter  the  forms  of  process,  and  to  make  rules  for  tho 
regulation  of  its  own  judicial  proceeding  in  court,  was^ 
we  all  know,  passed  m  1789,  and  re-enacted  in  May,  1792» 
But  nobody  ever  thought  that  either  of  these  laws  con- 
ferred legislative  power  upon  the  Judges.  They  them* 
selves  were  unconscious  of  possessing  any  such  power. 
The  alteration  of  State  process  in  the*  article  of  form 
only,  so  as  to  adapt  its  use  to  the  organic  structure  of  tho 
Federal  Courts  was  known  to  be  all  that  was  intended  by 
Congress  in  those  acts.  Nor,  sir,  di<l  the  Courts  ever 
dream  of  exercising  any  other  or  further  power  under 
color  of  thost*  acts,  until  since  the  war,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States  Bank.  The  experiment  waa 
first  made  in  Kentucky,  in  the  case,  and  under  tjie  auspices, 
of  that  Bank— backed  by  all  the  talents,  influence,  and 
weight  of  character,  which  that  institution  possesses  so 
amply  the  means  of  enlisting.  The  experiment  was 
unhappily,  but  too  successful.  The  gentleman  from  Mas. 
sachusetts tells  us  that  the  invalidity  of  the  Kentucky 
execution  laws  was  a  great  evil,  and  that  the  Judges  wem 
called  upon  to  apply  the  remedy.  It  is  admitted  to  bo 
the  duty  of  the  Juilgcs  to  apply  the  remedy.  But  it  ia 
asserted  to  be  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to  make  it. 
Every  rcMnetly  presuppoTCS  an  evil.  To  .explore  the 
condition  of  society,  to  ascertain  the  existing  evil, 
and  to  frame  and  suit  the  remedv  to  the  evil,  is  tho 
province  of  the  statesman.  To  'spplv  the  remedv,  when 
provided,  istheduty  of  the  Judge.  Neither  should  trench 
upon  the  province  oflhe  other.  These  different  duties  re* 
quire  very  different  capacities  and  attainments,  so  that  tho 
apology  offered  by  thegentlc-man,  for  theJudgesisat  best, 
but  the  stale  apology  for  onpression.  The  plea  of  neces- 
sity is  the  habitual  excuse  for  tyranny.  But  if  the  Judgea 
had  felt  the  urgency  of  that  necessity,  which  the  gentle* 
men  asserts  in  their  beh.ilf,  why  did  they  not  refer  the  caae 
to  Congress  whose  exclusive  province  it  is  to  legislate  for 
the  tribunals  of  the  United  States  ?  Sir,  the  legitimate- 
source  of  the  governing  power  in  this  country,  as  we  all 
know,  is  in  the  People.  None  ran  be  exerted  by  any  pub- 
lic functionary  which  has  not  been  delegated. 

How  much  more  becoming  and  decent  would  it  have 
been  in  those  Judges  if  they  hatl  even  believed  tlie  State 
laws  to  have  been  unconstitutional,  to  have  surrendered 
their  judgment  to  that  of  the  people  of  the  State,  until 
Congress  could  have  passed  upon  the  subject ;  to  have 
supposed  that,  according  to  any,  and  every  rational  cri. 
tenon  of  correctness  that  half  a  million  of  intelligent  peo- 
ple, who  compose  the  State  of  Kentucky,  were  right, 
and  they  wrong «  than  to  have  bewildered  themselves  m 
the  mazes  of  abstraction,  to  find  that  the  legal  obligation 
of  a  contract  consisted  in  the  remedy  alone.  Sir,  the  logic 
of  the  Judges  upon  this  subject  is  new,  and  somewhat 
curious  hut  more  dangerous  than  either.  It  ia  thus  thev 
reason:  ••  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  proridoi 
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thmt  no  State  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation 
of  contracts;  the  obligation  of  a  contract  consists  alone 
in  the  remedy  for  its  enforcement ;  any  State  law  which 
varies  the  remedy,  impairs  the  obligation  of  all  existing 
contracts,  and  is,  therefore,  as  to  them,  unconstitutional 
and  void."    The  evident  tendency  of  this  doctrine,  if  its 
absurdity  could  be  tolerated,  is  consolidation.    It  ^  to 
paralyze  the  States,  by  denying  them  the  exercise  of  the 
legislative  power,  upon  which  alone  their  freedom  and 
their  happiness  depends.     The  laws  of  right  and  wrong 
arc  divine  and  unalterable.     The  kws  for  the  suppres- 
mon  of  wrong  and  the  enforcement  of  nght,  are  human, 
and  may  be  modified  and  varied  to  suit  the  varying  or 
varied  state  of  society,  as  the  wisdom  of  the  people,  legi- 
timately  exercised,  shall  dictate.  The  language  of  reason 
which  hashadthe  practical  sanction  ofaUfree  governments 
and  without  which  free  governments  could  not  exist,i8  that 
the  remedy  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  sovereign  leplative 
power.  The  gentleman  may  say— as  he  said  in  relaUon  to 
the  execution  law  of  Kentucky— the  sovereign  legislative 
power  may  be  misexercised  or  abused  ?  and,  in  that  case, 
the  Federal  Judges  must  apply  the  remedy  to  the  evil. 
He  would  answer,  that  the  power  of  enacting  remedial 
Uws  must  be  lodged  somewhere,  and  that  the  people 
were,  at  least,  as  safe  a  depository  of  that  power  as  the 
Judees ;  besides,  if  it  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Judges,  they  too,  might  misexercise  or  abuse  it ;  and  who, 
in  that  case,  should  apply  the  remedy  to  the  evil?  For  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  is.  that  wherecver  there  is  an 
evil,  there  must  be  a  remedy.  Mr.  a  said  he  agreed  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  remedy  for  every  evil  5  he  was  sorry, 
however,  to  say,  that  the  fact  was  not  always  so.    1  here 
existed  many  evils,  for  which  remedies  had  not  been  pro- 
vided ;  and  among  the  most  enormous  and  grievous  evd 
of  that  character,  was  the  usurpation  of  legislative  power 
by  the  Judges.    He  should  be  glad  to  see  the  gentleman 
support  his  doctrine  by  his  vote,  and  assist  m  furmshing 
the  appropriate  remedy  for  this  most  afflicting  evil.  This 
evil,  which,  by  violating  the  great  principles  of  our  free 
institutions,  leads  to,  and  threatens  the  destruction  of 
our  liberty  ?  which,  by  usurping  the  power  of  the  States, 
threatens  their  absorption  ;  which,  by  conceding  to  the 
Judges  the  exercise  of  legislative  power,  denies  to  the 
States  the  right  of  regulating  their  own  remedial  system, 
according  to  their  own  >rill.    Sir,  the  gentleman  would 
remedy  what  he  miscalls  an  evil  in  Kentucky,  by  an  inh- 
nitely  greater  evil.     He  says,  virtually,  that  the  people 
of  that  State  have  abused  the  legislative  power,  and  pro- 
poses to  remedy  the  evil,  by  transferring  that  power  to 
the  Judges,  without  providing  a  remedy  for  its  abuse  by 
them.     He  is  right  in  proposing  no  remedy  for  then- 
abases  of  this  power ;  for  when  it  is  once  conceded  to 
them,  it  will  be  idle  to  talk  of  a  remedy  for  their  peryer- 
aion  or  abuse  of  it.     It  must  be  irresponsibly,  and  w.ll,  of 
course,  be  irremediably  exercised.    Bat  are  we  prepared 
•f>r  such  a  state  of  thing*  ?  Are  we  prepared  to  sanction 
bcmnnings  which  wUl  lead  to  such  a  result?  Mr.  Presi- 
dent,  the  boundaries  between  right  and   remedy  arc 
Dlantcd  deep  in  nature— the  distinction  between  them 
is  obvious  and  plain.    Shall  they  be  confounded,  and  the 
States  be  deprived  of  their  legitimate  power,  by  judicial 
mystecism  ?  ShaU  it  be  filched  from  them  by  judicial 
subtleties,  or  extorted  by  the  force  of  sophisms  ?  Sir,  the 
new  theory  of  obligation  is  too  wire-drawn,  too  sublimat- 
ed, too  evanescent,  for  the  use  of  a  republican  people. 
The  Judircs  should  be  permitted  to  amuse  themselves 
with  it  as  a  sparkling -abstraction,  a  pretty  little  brilliant, 
a  glittering  pageant  of  the  fancy,  or,  if  you  please,  an 
inteUectuS  iuroraborealis-bttt  nothing  more  or  farther. 
They  should  not  be  allowed  to  experiment  with  it  upon 
the  common  sense  of  the  people,  at  the  hward  of  their 
liberty  :  still  less  should  they  be  perrortted  to  impose  it 
upon  the  people  as  the  plan,  upon  which  alone  they  could 


exercise  the  power  of  remedial  legislation.  They  should 
not  be  permitted  to  send  it  abroad  among  the  States  as  a 
destroying  angel,  as  impalpable,  and  as  destructive  of 
their  rights,  as  was  the  visit  of  that  mysterious  agent  to 
the  first-bom  of  the  Egyptians.  Sir,  mystery  on  the  part 
of  the  political  agents,  in  any  government,  is  the  sure 
harbinger  of  the  oppression  of  the  people.  It  addreasei 
itself  to  the  credulity,  not  to  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind. And  common  sense,  or  the  power  of  reason,  it  the 
criterion  to  which  alone  should  be  referred  the  propriety 
or  justness  of  any  measure  which  may  affect  the  liberty 
or  the  happiness  of  man.  To  the  test  of  this  standard 
alone,  should  every  thing  which  affects  his  rights  or  his 
interest  be  subjected.  Common  sense  revolts  at  the  idea 
that  the  Legislature  may  provide  a  remedy  for  contingent 
and  possible  evils ;  but  ought  not,  and  cannot,  exert  any 
remedial  agency  for  the  mitigation  of  a  present  and  urgent 
evil.  That  they  may  provide  a  remedy  for  evils  which 
may  never  happen,  but  cannot,  by  any  exertion  of  the 
remedial  power,  soften  those  which  ar  eprcsent  and  press- 
ing. Sir,  a  wise  Legislature  is  like  a  wise  and  skilful 
physician,  whose  duty  it  is,  not  only  to  prevent,  but,  by 
remedial  applications,  to  cure  maladies,  and  to  soften,  bj 
judicious  lenitives,  those  wliich  cannot  be  cured. 

One  gentleman,  [Mr.  M'Lawb]  says,  that  the  Judiciary 
is  the  most  important    department  in  our  Government. 
He  compares  it  to  a  fixed  star,  shedding  its  clear,  but  mild 
light,  throughout  the  political  horizon.      He,  too,  pro- 
nounces a  eulogy  upon  the  Judges,  and  says  they  can  have 
no  motive  to.do  wrong.     It  is,  (said  Mr.  R.)  a  sound  rule 
in  legislation,  to  suppose  the  worst,  and  provide  against 
it.     The  Judges  are  men,  and  however  good  they  niay  be, 
their  successors  may  not  be  so.    Wise  men  are  subject  to 
the  erriirs  of  human  frailty ;  foolish  and  vicious  -men  are 
never  without  motives  to  do  wrong.     The  Judges  are. 
men,  and  it  is  wise  in  the  Legislature  to  guard  against  the 
injurious  exertion  of  their  power,  either  weakly  or  wicked- 
ly. While,  like  the  fixed  star  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman, 
they  continued  to  occupy  their  appropriate  sphere,  and 
to  shed  their  lustre  upon  the  other  departments,  they 
would  have  his  approbation.     But  when,  instead  of  the 
benignant    beamings  of  a  fixed  star,  they  pursaed  the 
erratic,  and  desolating  course  of  a  blazing  comet,  threat- 
ning  destruction  to  their  co-ordinate  orbs,    he  must  be 
pardoned  for  withholding  his  approbation  •     But,  to  change 
the  figure  of  the  gentlemen,  for  one  less  sublimated,  he 
would  say  that  the  Judges,  when  caught  poaching  upon 
the  legislative  manor,  should  be  driven  off,  and  taught  ta 
confine  themselves  to  the  judicial  demesne;  and,  dropping 
the  figurative,  into  which  he  had  been  seduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  he  was  willing  to  admit  that 
the  Judiciary  were  an  important  department  in  the  Gov- 
ernment.    But  their  important    usefulness  consisted  in 
the  enlightened  and  faithful  performance  of  their  appro- 
priate duties.     Their  duty  was,  he  repeated,  to  expound, 
not  to  make  laws.    It  was  very  far  from   his  desire  to 
disparage  the  Judiciary,  or  the  Judges.  He  would  avoid, 
alike,  an  idolatrous  admiration,  and  a  causeless  censure, 
of  the  Judges.     They  were  not  more,  and  he  would  not 
have  them  thouglit  to  be  less,  than  men.  But  he  protested, 
once  for  all,  against  the   morbid  sensibility  displayed  by 
many  gentlemen,  whenever  the  powers  or  the  duties  of 
these  Judges  were  drawn  into  discussion.     Sir,  the  Judi- 
cial power  is  not  of  a  complexion  so  delicate,  nor  of  a 
texture  so  tender,  that  it  cannot  bear  the  breath  of  dis- 
passionate scrutiny— at  least,  such  was  not  ilie  character 
of  that  portion  of  it  ;which  was  exerted  in  yaoating  the 
Execution  laws  of  Kentucky,  and  in  creating  a  code  of 
its  own.     It  was  hardy  enough,  in  tliat  insUpce,  to  defy 
and  override  the  public  sentiment  of  that  SUte— and  to 
outrage  decency,  and  consistency  in  the  manner  of  doing 
it,  as  he  trusted,  he  had  sufficiently  shown  in  that  part  of 
his  argument,   which    related  to   the  E.xecutioQ   Codo^ 
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enacted  by  the  Judg^es.  He  would  venture  to  predict, 
without  pretending  to  a  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  whenever 
the  most  vigilant  scrutiny  of  the  people's  reprcscntativ|^ 
Bhall  be  withdrawn  from  that  department,  the  liberties  of  me 
peopte  will  be  endangered.  Sir,  that  is  the  dcpartmc«l 
through  which  oppression  of  every  kind,  and  froth  every 
quarter,  will  attempt  to  smuggle  itself  upon  the  people. 
It  is  under  color,  and  through  the  avenues  of  justice,  in 
every  government,  that  corporations  exert  their  aristo- 
cratic influences.  It  is  through  that  medium,  masked  in 
the  forms  of  rules  and  usages  of  law,  that  oppression  of 
every  kind  finds  it  way  to  the  people.  The  power  of 
wealth,  and  of  all  the  factitious  distinctions  which  arise 
in  society,  is  harmless  without  tlie  connivance  of  the 
Judges.  Sanctioned  by  them,  it  Is  resistless— it  is  ruinous. 
Liberty,  Mr.  President,  is  never  taken  from  a  pebple  at 
once,  in  their  aggregate  cap:icily.  It  is  taken  now  from 
one,  and  then  from  another,  under  pretence  of  law, 
and  with  the  sanction  of  itii  forms,  until  the  only  libt^rty 
left  is  tlie  liberty  of  the  rich  to  oppress  the  poor — the 
strong,  the  weak;  and  it  ceases  to  be  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens,  only  because  of  the  resistless  sanctity  with  which 
it  has  been  wrested  from  them.  Sometimes,  indeed,  it 
loses  its  fragrance  by  the  frequency  of  its  violation,  and 
the  people  abandon  it  in  disgust,  or  submit  in  despair. 
But  in  no  free  Government  can  the  people  be  oppressed 
or  enslaved  without  the  consent  of  the  Jud^res. 

No  man,  as  you  may  perceive,  sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  rates  the 
judicial  character  higher  than  I  do.  But  it  is  only  valiia- 
Die  when  it  does  its  duty,  and  then  it  is  inestimably  so. 
He  was,  therefore,  for  requiring  the  Judges  to  do  their 
duty,  their  whole  duty,  and  nothing  but  their  duty.  The 
difference  between  the  Senator  from  Delaware  and  him- 
self, consisted  in  the  supposition,  by  that  gentleman,  tliat 
the  Judges  would  always  do  tlteir  duty,  and  no  more  ; 
and  by  him,  that  they  might,  and  would,  if  the  restraining 
vigilance  of  the  people  were  withdrawn,  often  transcend 
their  duty.  He  was  willing  to  appeal  to  history,  ancient 
or  modern,  for  the  correctness  of  his  opin'u)n.  He  was 
persuaded  that  both  would  bear  testimony  in  his  favor. 
But  why  appeal,  said  Mr.  B ,  to  history?  \yhy  go  to 
Rome,  to  Greece,  to  Carthage,  or  to  England,  in  quest  of 
facts  ?  Have  we  not  facts  enough  at  home— at  hand — of  a 
modern  and  domestic  character  ?  Have  not  the  Federal 
Judges  boldly  and  unblushingly  enacted  u  code  ot 
FjEecution  Laws  for  the  Kentucky  \)isirict  ?  Has  not 
that  State  again  and  again  remonstrated  against  their 
usurpation  of  the  Legislative  power  ?  It  was  alleged  by 
Cicero,  in  his  prosecution  of  Verres,  as  an  outrage  of  the 
utmost  enormity,  that,  in  his  character  of  Quaestor,  he  had 
eaused  the  punishment  of  stripes  to  be  inflicted  upon  a 
Roman  citizen,  for  an  alleged  crime  ;  and  that,  too,  in  the 
most  degenerate  state  of  the  Rom-An  Republic.  And  shall 
it  be  thought  a  light  matter,  in  our  Republic,  yet  in  its 
youth  and  vigor,  that  two  Federal  Judges  passed  a  law 
■objecting  the  i'rcu  citizens  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  that  State  ? 
That  they  not  only  passed  a  law,  making  indebtedness  a 
crime,  but  actuaHy  inflicted,  by  their  decision,  t!ie  punish- 
ment of  imprisonment,  by  virtue  of  their  own  law,  upon 
many  unfortunate  debtors  witliin  that  State. 

Now,  Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  to  inflict  stripes  upon  the  body 
of  a  Roman  citizen,  charged  with  a  crime,  could  draw 
forth  from  that  immortal  orator  and  patriot  such  a  burst 
of  indignant  eloquence,  what  sensations  of  indignancc 
ought  to  be  felt  by  the  patriots  of  this  free  and  enlight- 
ened country  against  the  Judge  who,  without  color  of 
crime — unless  bereavements  and  misfortune  subject  their 
yietims  to  that  imputation — by  a  law  of  his  own  enaction, 
and  by  his  own  decision  upon  that  law,  and  by  the  agen- 
cy of  his  own  marshal,  has  thrown  into  prison  all  the 
debtors  of  his  court! — who  has  ordained,  by  rule  of 
amtif  that  poverty  shall  be  punished  with  loss  oV  liberty  ! 
Vol,  IV— 23 


Sir,  this  is  a  point  upon  which,  it  would  seem  to  me,thcro 
ought  to  be  one  opinion  in  this  body  and  throughout  tbo 
United  States.  If  you  accord  to  the  judges.the  power  of 
making  laws,  you.  do  by  that  verj-  act  surrender  to  them 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  Government.  U  yon  permit 
them  to  carry  into  effect,  by  their  own  judgment,  tho 
laws  which  they  shall  have  made,  you  transform  the  Re- 
public into  an  Oligarchy  ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  the  power 
of  making  and  interpretias:  the  laws,  you  permit  them  to 
execute  them,  you  substitute  despotism  for  republican- 
ism, and  oppression  and  slavery  for  freedom. 

But  I  feel  almost  as  hamed  to  be  urging,  upon  this  body, 
arguments,  of  any  kind,  to  prove  what  ought  to  be  taken 
for  granted.  Sir,  that  the  Legislative,  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  Kxecutive  powers,  should  be  kept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, and  should  be  exercised  by  distinct  bodies  of  ma- 
gistracy, is  an  elementary  truth  acknowledged  by  all.  It 
is  recognized  in  most  of  the  State  Constitutions,  and  de- 
clared to  be  essential  to  the  freedomof  the  People ;  and, 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  they  are  separat- 
ed with  an  emphatic  caution.  And  yet  the  assumption 
of  this  power  by  the  Judges  seems  to  excite  no  alarm* 
So  far  from  exciting  alarm,  it  is  approved  an«l  advocated 
by  some  •f  the  mobt  distinguished  members  of  this  body. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  a  portentous  indiflTsrence  dis- 
played by  the  Slates  in  relation  to  the  violation  of  tho 
great  principles  upon  which  their  rights  depend.  When 
those  principles  are  outraged  in  the  case  of  any  one  of  the 
States,  the  injured  St^te  complain.s,  but  her  complaints 
are  not  heard,  or,  rather,  not  regarded,  by  the  others  5  or, 
if  heard,  they  are  regarded  as  the  ebullitions  of  a  feverish 
impatience,  of  a  restless  and  insubordinate  temper,  enti- 
tled rather  to  reprobation  than  sympathy.  And  what  can 
the  injured  State  do  more  than  complain  ?  She  cannot 
alone  repel  encroachment  upon  her  rights,  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  The  strength  of  each  State  is  in  the 
united  efforts  of  them  all,  or,  at  least,  of  a  majority  of 
them.  And  how  can  that  mnjorlty  be  enlistea  in  the 
cause  of  the  injured  State  ?  Not  by  an  appeal  to  her  vi- 
olated principles  of  State  rights,  nor  by  any  portraiture 
of  the  wrongs  which  have  been  done  her — nor  by  any 
invocation  or  remonstrance  wliich  she  can  make:  for  Ken- 
tucky has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  Congfress  on 
the  subject  of  the  usurpation  of  legislative  power  by  tho 
Federal  J  udges. 

Sir,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  it  is  with  the  States 
as  with  individ'dals — they  are  only  to  be  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  their  Wrongs,  by  their  suflerlng^.  It  is  owing 
almost  exclusively  to  this  cause  thai  tyraijny  prevails,  or 
oppression  exists,  or  ever  has  existed,  in  the  world.  The 
heavy  hand  of  tyranny  is  never  laid  upon  a 'majority  of 
the  People  at  the  same  time.  If  they  were,  awakened  by 
their  injuries  to  a  sense  of  their  rights,  they  would  anni- 
hilate the  tyrant.  It  is  so  with  the  States — if  a  majority 
of  them  had  seen  the  Federa>>Judges  defy  their  laws, 
and  dispose  of  the  properly  and  the  liberty  of  their  citi- 
zens, by  laws  arbitrarily  niade  by  themselves,  they  would 
have  felt  the  outrage  keenly  and  redressed  it  instantly. 
But  he  feared  that,  until  the  Judges  should  exert  their 
legtsl::tive  power  in  the  other  States  as  oppressively  as 
they  had  in  Kentucky,  they  would  not  awaken  to  the  dan- 
gers with  whxh  they  were  threatened.  They  would  not 
awaken  to  the  consciousness  that,  in  iheir  connivance  at 
the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  Kentucky,  they  virtually  sur- 
render their  own  rights,  to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  the  vi- 
olated rights  at  which  they  have  connived.  But  why  talk 
of  rights  /  When  you  liave  surrendered  to  the  Judges 
the  power  of  legislation,  there  arc  no  rights  left.  You 
may,  and  no  doubt  will,  have  a  splendid,  but  you  will  no 
longer  have  a  free  Government.  You  may  have  fino 
roads,  and  magnificent  canals,  made  for  you  out  of  your 
own  money,  and  by  this  bright  illusion  your  attention  may  ' 
be  diverted  from  the  insidious  undenninings  of  your 
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rights  and  your  liberty,  by  the  Judiciary  Department  of 
the  General  Government.  But  unless  you  associate  with 
a  quenchless  love  of  liberty,  and  an  invincible  ardor  to 
inuintaln  it,  the  most  untiring  vigilance,  your  roads  will 
be  travelled,  and  your  canals  navigated,  by  an  oppressed 
and  enslaved,  not  by  a  free  People.  Sir,  even  now,  while 
the  Judges  are  legislating  for  the  States,  the  General  Go- 
vernment has,  tlirough  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, asserted  ita  right  to  reg^date  the  labor  of  the  Peo- 
£le  of  the  States.  Sir,  the  master  regulates  the  labor  of 
IS  slaves— a  free  People  regulate  their  own  labor. 
Mr.  President,  I  'could  not  but  remark,  that,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  matter,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Websteh]  instead  of  arguing  the  question  relative 
to  the  right  of  the  Judges  to  make  execution  laws — in- 
stead of  attempting  to  prove,  by  some  principle  in  the 
science  of  politics,  heretofore  undeveloped,  that  this  pow- 
er to  legislate  might  be  judiciously  and  safely  infej'i*ed  for. 
and  confided  to  the  Judges— has,  throughout,  taken  it  for 
granted  that  they  possess  the  power.  He  is  willing,  to  be 
sure,  to  limit  it— to  restrain  it.  He  is  willing  that  they 
shall  not  legislate  as  to  the  manner  in  which  lands  and' 
slaves  shall  be  sold,  under  execution,  in  Kentucky.  Ilut, 
Sir,  that  will  not  satisfy  the  People  of  that  Stale— it  ought 
not  to  satisfy  the  People  of  the  United  States.  The  Peo- 
ple of  Kentucky  msist  that  either  Congress  bhall  furnish 
an  execution  code  for  the  United  States'  Courts  within 
the  States,  or  that  executions  emanating  from  tliose  courts 
shall  be  carried  into  effect  according  lo  the  execution 
laws  of  the  States  respectively.  They  insist  that  the 
Congress  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  possess  tlie 
only  law-making  power  which  exists  among  us.  They 
deny  that  either  is  so  far  decayed  as  lo  grow  and  sustain 
t|iis  -excrescent  power  asserted  for  the  Judges.  "  l*hey 
will  have  none  of  it,  and  they  invoke  you  to  save  them, 
by  removing  it,  frfjrh  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  resisting 
it.  There  is  a  point  beyond  which  any  thing  would  be 
bitter  than  forbearance.  Kentucky  has  been  made  to 
drink  deep  of  the  cup  of  humiliation — her  whole  reme- 
dial system  has  been,  at  one  time  or  other,  violated  by 
those  Judges.  First,  the  power  of  legislating  over  tlie 
soil  within  her  territory  was  denied  to  her  in  the  vacation 
of  her  occupying  Claimant  Laws.  Next,  her  replevin  and 
valuation  laws  were  vacated.  And  la^jt,  though  not  least, 
lier  citizens  were  imprisoned  b^  them,  under  color  of 
rules  made  by  themselves,  and  ni  contravention  of  the 
laws  of  the  State.  Her  patience  and  forbearance  has  not 
been  exceeded  by  even  these  enormitics'upon  her  rights. 
Her  confidence  in  the  General  Governmciit  has  been  flie 
,  cauie  of  her  patience.  She  has  looked  to  tluit  Govern- 
ment for  the  redress  of  these  outrages.  The  fate  of  this 
bill  will  determine  whether  her  confidence  has  been  well 
founded  or  not. 

But  the  objections  made  to  the  provisions  bf  the  biil, 
by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wjuistsb,]  demand  special  atten- 
tion. Before  he  examined  them,  however,  lie  could  net 
but  notice  the  answer  which  the  {gentleman  gave  to  the 
arguments  of  the  Senator  from  lUInois.  That  Senator 
was  anxious  for  the  passage  of  this,  or  some  other  bill, 
to  regulate  the  process  of  the  Federal  Court  iu  that 
State.  He  stated  that  the  process  uct  of  1792  did  not 
extend  to  the  State  of  iHnois,  ^he  having  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  that  pcricd,  and  tliat  Judge  Pope 
had  refused  to  make  process  rules  or  laws  for  his  Court ; 
consequent!}',  tliat  business  in  that  Court  was  at  a  stand. 
Sir,  the  conduct  of  Judge  Pope,  in  this  particular,  was 
such  as  I  should  have  expected,  from  my  knowledge 
of  his  talents  and  bis  virtues.  His  refusal  to  legislate 
on  this  subject,  does  honor  to  his  heart,  and  his  head. 
He  posesses  too  much  intelligence  and  humanity — too 
much  respect  for  himself,  and  too  clear  a  knowledge  of 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  of  the  extent  and  limits  of  his 
•wn  legitimate  powers,  to  pervert  the  one  to  the  yiola- 


tion  of  the  other.  He  will  always  do  what  he  ought  to 
do,  and  will  never  be  seduced  or  driven  to  do  what  he 
ought  not  to  do.  He  is  not  tlie  kind  of  man  whom  the 
possession  of  a  little  brief  authority  would  be  likely  to 
lead  to  its  lawless  extension.  But  the  reply  made  to  the 
complaints  fi'om  Illinois,  by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wkb- 
STKR,]  was  simply  that  those  complaints  were  groundless ; 
that  there  was  no  defect  of  Law  In  relation  to  that  State  ( 
that  the  Judge  could,  by  a  single  rule  upon  his  order 
book,  have  adopted  the  process  code  of  the  State.  A 
Judge  make  a  code  of  Execution  laws,  by  a  simple  entiy 
upon  his  order  book'!!  There  is,  Mr.  President,  some- 
thing grand,  sometliing  of  the  moial  suMime,  in  this.  It 
reminds  one  of  the  light-producing  fiat  *'liat  ktx  et  lux 
erat,"  Now,  ar,  although  I  like  the  brevity  and  the  cnei^ 
of  this  Sf^eration,  I  am  not  convinced  of  its  legitimacy. 
Whence  the  power  of  the  Judge  to  adopt  the  c<Se  of  Illi- 
nois ?  Could  he  adopt  the  process  laws  of  other  States,  or 
of  any  other  kingdom,  or  nation  }  If  he  could  not,  why 
could  he  not  ?  There  is  no  power  conft:rred  upon  him, 
by  act  of  Congress,  to  adopt  the  laws  of  that,  or  any  other 
State.  He  might  be  led,  by  considerations  of  fitness,  to 
adopt  the  laws  of  that  State — as  he  certainly  ought,  if  he 
possessed  the  power.  But  the  power,  if  possessed,  was 
held  under  no  restrictions,  as  to  the  subject  or  manner 
of  executing  it,  but  those  which  the  will  of  the  Judge 
might  impose.  The  adoptioip  of  a  law  is  equiTalent  to  the 
making  of  it — it  is  a  virtual  making  of  it.  The  law,  when 
adopted,  is  as  obligatory  as  if  it  had  been  enacted.  Its  obli- 
gatoryforce  results'from  tlie  exercise  of  the  sovereign  legis- 
lative power  in  its  adoption.  Blackstone,quotedby  the  gen- 
tleman to  another  point,  tells  us  that  **  sovereignty  and  le- 
"  giblation  are  convertible  terms— that  the  t>ne  cnnnot 
"  subsist  without  the  other."  The  gentleman  luould 
have  the  Judge  of  Illinois  to  exert  the  highest  act  c»f  so- 
vereign power  ;  he  would  clothe  him  with  the  power  to 
make  a  code  of  laws,  than  which  a  greater  cannot  b-e  ex- 
erted by  the  Congress  of  the  United  SUtes,  with  the 
concuiTence  of  the  President.  What  !  a  District  Judge 
of  Illinois,  possessing  as  much  legislative  power  as  can 
be  exerted  by  tlie  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  united  ! 

Sir,  the  language  of  the  gentleman  shews  the  danger  of 
the  principle  for  which  he  contends.  He  speaks  of  this 
monstious  pou'er  in  the  Judge  as  a  little  matter;  as  a 
mere  thing  of  course,  of  which  nobody  ought  to  enter- 
tain any  doubt  ;  and  in  relation  to  which  the  only  mstter 
of  surprise  is,  that  the  Judg^  should  have  hesitated  to 
exercise  it.  The  pith  and  substance  of  the  gentleman's 
reply  to  the  Senator  firom  Illinois  is^Go  to  the  District 
Judge  of  you**  State  ;  it  is  his  province  to  make  the  pro- 
cess laws  which  you  need  ;  why  will  you  tease  Congress 
about  a  matter  which  you  can  have  done  so  easily  and  so 
dispatchfully  at  home  :  it  is  a  small  job  ;  nothing  but  a 
system  of  laws,  regulating  the  manner  in  which  the  pro- 
perty of  one  man  shall  be  taken  and  gfiven  to  another  man, 
and  by  which  the  citizen  may  be  imprisoned,  *  if  he  fails 
to  comply  with  the  judgment  of  the  Court  ;  besides,  the 
Judge  will  know  so  much  better  how  to  interpret  it  than 
if  It  were  made  by  Congress  ;  and,  having  itwde  it  him- 
self, he  will  feel,  on  that  account,  a  greater  zeal  to  en- 
force it. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  (Mr.  W.)  does  not 
seem  to  perceive,  or,  if  he  does,  he  baft  not  indicated  it^ 
that,  if  the  Judges  possess  the  power  which  he  contends- 
the  Judges  should  have  exerted  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  the 
Congress  do  not  \  and  that  if  the  Congress  do^  the  Judges 
do  not.  That  the  Congress  do  possess  it,  I  presume  no 
man  will  deny,  or  even  doubt.  It  is  pretended,  however, 
that  the  Judges  possess  it  by  delegation  from  the  Con- 
gress { that  the  act  which  authori2es  them  to  make  nilei^ 
and  alter  the  forms  of  process,  invests  them  with  that  pow- 
er.   But  can  the  legislative  power  be  delegated  b/Con- 
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gress  ?    Can  they,  instead  of  doing  the  duties  assigned  to 
them  by  their  constituents  and  the  Constittaion,  appoint 
sub-agwits  to  do  it  for  them  ?     Can  they  legislate  by  dc» 
puty  ?    To  whom  are  the  sub-agents  or  de]iiities  resp^n- 
sible,  and  what  is  the  nature  of  their  responsibilities  ^  Sir, 
either  this  power  is  or  it  is  not  legislative.     If  it  is  Iegisla« 
tivc,  it  cannot  be  dele|^ted  to  the  Judges.     If  it  is  not 
legislative,   an<l  is  a  ministerial  power  only,  then  I  yield 
that  it  may  be  delegated.     But  who  can  do\ibt  of  its  l)cing 
legislative  ?  The  power  is  that  of  altering  ihe  forms  of 
process,  and  making  rules  fur  the  reguktion  of  Judicial 
proceedings  j  in  short,  the  power  of  making  Execution 
Laws.     Now,  sir,  we  are  told  in  the  book  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  himseU;  that  *Maw   is  a  rule  of  civil  con- 
•*  duct,  prescribed  by  the  supreme  power  of  the  State, 
.  "commanding  what  is  right,  and  prohibiting  what  is 
"wrong."    Of  course   a  rule  of  civil  conduct,  to  be 
obligatory,  must  be  prescribed  by  the  supreme  power  of 
the  Sute — and  being  so  prescribed,  must  be  a  law.     The 
same  book  savs,  ♦«  by  the  sovereign  power  is  meant  the 
•*  making  of  laws ;  for  wherever  that  power  resides,  all 
•*  others  must  conform  to,  and  be  directed  by  it,  whatever 
^'appearance  the  outward  form  and  administration  of  the 
••  Government  may  put  on."    Would  the  genllemcn,  bv 
conceding  the  legislative  power  to  the  Judges,    have  all 
others  to  conform  to,  and  be  directed  by  it,  or,  wliich  is 
the  same  thing,  by  them  ?    Buriemaque  holds  the  same 
opinion.    He  says,  "  the  first  part  of  sovereignty,  and  that 
••  which  is,  as  it  were,  the  foundation  of  all  the  rest,  is  the 
«•  legislative  power,  by  virtue  of  which    the  sovereign 
"establishes    general  rules,  which  are  called  laws." — 
{Buriemaque^  52. }    The  same  author  a<»igns  to  the  legis- 
lature the  power  and  the  duty  of  prescribing  the  "ni-ccs- 
••  saiy  forms  in  contracts  and  testaments.      The  manner  of 
"  proceeding  in  Courts  of  Justice,"  &c.  &c.— [/(/em,  112  ] 
Again,  he  says  that,  'Uhe  sovereign  ought,  therefore,  to 
•  *  declare  his  will,  and  to  administer  justice,  not  by  arbitrary 
•*and  hasty  decrees,    but  by  mature  regulations,   duly 
"  promulgated."    Vattel  sayn,  hi  relation  to  this  subject. 


legation  of  the  legislative  authority  to  the  States,  and  that 
such  deleg  \tion  can  no  more  be  made  to  them  than  to  the 
Judges.     This  argument  is  used  by  the  Chief  Justice,  in 
a  case  reported  in  Whealon.     I  was  sorry  to  see  an  argu- 
ment which  I  considered  so  fallacious,  so  deceptive,  and 
which  leads  to  results  so  much  to  be  deprecated,  proceed 
from  that  exalted  iufwt ;  and  I  regret  to  see  it  acquiring 
strength,  by  its  reiteration,  on  this  floor.  Sir,  the  cases  are 
not  pai-alkl.     In  the  one  case,  the  will  of  the  Judges 
forms  the  law  for  the  People  ;  in  the  other  case,  the  will 
of  the  People  forms  the  law  for  themselves,  and,  by  the 
consent  and  adoption  of  Congress,  for  the  federal  Judges. 
In  the  one  case,  tlie  law  emanates  from  the  will  of  the 
Judges  who  cannot  exercise  a  legpslative  will,  and  upon 
whom  that  power  cannot  be  conferred.  It,  neverthelefcs, 
controls  the  will  of  tlie  People  r  in  the  other,  the  .will  of 
the  People  is  elaborated  into  law  by  the  employment  of 
the  constitutional  machinery,  and  is  selected  by  Congress 
as  the  rule  of  the  Judges.    I'he  Congress  does  not  confer 
upon  tlie  States  the  power  of  legislation  ;  that  power  is 
inherent  in  them :  and  the  Conpn'css,  confiding  in  die  wia- 
dom  of  its  exercise,  selects  the  law  which  is  the  result  of 
the  legUimate  exercise  of  its  legislative  wisdom  by  the 
State,  as  the  rule  of  proceeding  in  the  Federal  Court.  It 
is  not  the  potential  legislative  will  of  the  States  that  is 
•adopted  by  Congress.     It  is  the  exerted  will  embodied 
into  law,  which,  as  definite  law,  is  adopted  by  Congress 
as  the  rule  of  the  Courts.  Sir,  we  have  two  Govemments, 
and  are  but  one  People.     Both  Governments  emanated 
from,  and  are  sustained  by,  the  will  of  the  same  People. 
Tliere  is  not  a  greater  paradox  in  politics  than  the  belief 
that  the  same  People  have,  or  can  have,  two  wills  at  the 
same  time,  in  reflation  to  the  same  subject.     It  is,  there- 
fore, immaterial  whether  they  express  their  will  u|>on  the 
subject  of  process,  through  their  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, or  their  Representatives  in  the  State  Legislatures. 
Expressetl  through  either  medium,  it  must  be  the  same. 
When,  therefore,  they  declare,  through  their  Represen- 
sentatives  in  Congress,  that  their  declared  will,  through 


that,  *«the  Legislature  should  assist  the  understanding  i  their  State  Representatives,  shall  be  the  rule  of  tlieFedc- 


"  of  the  Judges,  force  their  prejudices  and  inclinations,  |  ral  Courts,  they  do  not  confer  a  power  upon  their  State 
"and  subject  their  will  to  simple,  fixed,  and  certain  nilcs."  i  Representatives  to  declare  their  binding^  will,  but  adopt, 
— [VatttlfVi7,'\     The  same  writer,  speaking  in  relation  to    as  a  binding  rule  upon  the  Courts,  their  declared  will. 
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the  administration  of  justice,  says,  "  when  the  forms  are 
**  prejudicial,  it  is  the  business  of  the  Legislature  to 
••reform  them."^:ii/eTO,  139.]  Sir,  it  must  be  evident, 
not  only  from  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  Legisluture 
must  be  the  sovereign  power  in  every  State  ;  but  the 
authorities  which  I  have  read  arc  all  to  that  enect,  and 
prove  ihat,  even  in  the  old  Governments — ^monarchical, 
and  ftristocnitical— the  power  of  making  the  rules,  and 
establishing  the  forms  of  proceed!  nc^  in  Courts  of  Justice, 
belonged  not  to  tlie  Judges,  but  to  the  Legislature.  It  is, 
then,  a  legislative,  and  not  a  ministerial  power.  It  must 
be  exercised  by  the  Legislature,  and  cannot  be  exercised 
by  the  Judges.  It  does  not  belong  to  their  office  ;  they 
cannot  obtain  it  by  delegation  ;  they  can  exert  it  by  usur- 
pation only.  Is  it  not  strange,  sir,  that  we,  just  in  the  very 
nower  of  our  freedom,  shotdJ  be  anxious  to  concede  to 
the  Judges  the  exercise  of  the  very  power  upon  which 
our  lil>erty  and  our  happiness  depends  '  Sir,  leg-isUtion 
fai  the  life's  blood,  the  very  soul  of  Government.  It  is  by 
legislation  that  the  will  of  the  people  is  exerted  in  self- 
govemmenL  And  it  is  in  governing  themselves,  bv  their 
own  will,  tliat  their  freedom  consists.  In  surrencfering, 
therefore,  to  the  Judges,  the  power  of  Legislation,  we 
•urrender  our  libertyf  our  freedom. 

But  the  gentleman  f  Mr.  WassTsn]  says  that  all  the  argu- 
ments  which  I  have  been  urging  against  the  delegation  of 
this  power  to  the  Judges,  applies  with  equal  force  to  that 
provision  of  the  bill  which  prescribes  to  the  Judges  the 
execution  laws  of  the  States  m  which  they  preside,  as  the 
•xe|§Uon  lawff  of  their  Courts.     lie  says  that  it  is  a  de- 


Sir,  there  is  no  mystery  about  this  ihing— a  State  can  ne- 
ver be  without  an  execution  law,  unless  the  People  lose 
the  power  of  will.  That  law  is  their  defined  will  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  it,  and  it  is,  in  its  defined  state, 
that  this  hill  proposes  to  adopt  it.  Then,  the  execution 
law  of  a  State  is  not  a  rule  imposed  bv  that  State  upon 
the  Federal  Court — it  is  a  rule  created  for  its  own  courts, 
and  adopted  by  Congress,  if  this  bill  shall  pass,  as  the 
nde  of  its  courts  in  that  State.  And  why  should  not  the 
jKimc  rule  govern  both  courts  ?  They  relate  to,  and  regu- 
lute  the  concerns  and  the  interests  of  the  same  People. 
But  foreigners  and  citizens  of  other  States  may  sue  in  the 
Federal  Courts  ?  and  what  of  thut,  if,  when  they  ^o  into 
a  State  to  transact  business,  by  contracts  or  otherwise, tlie 
law  of  the  State,  the  Ux  loci,  must,  it  is  acknowledged  on 
all  hands,  govern  in  expounding  the  contracts? — ^and  why 
not  the  remedial  laws  of  the  State,  the  lex  iod^  in  carry- 
ing  them  into  effect  }  Are  the  States  less  to  l>e  trusted, 
in  relation  to  the  laws  of  remedy,  than  of  right )  They 
are  both  the  deliberately  declared  will  of  the  same  Peo- 
ple, the  latter  by  recognition,  the  former  by  creation. 
And,  if  the  Congress  were  to  enact  a  process  law,  the 
Representatives  of  the  respective  States  would  he  fiuth- 
less  to  their  constituents,  if  they  did  not  obey  their  will, 
as  expressed  in  the  process  law  of  their  State. 

Mr.  President,  the  American  People  exhibit  the  fint 
instance  of  one  people  with  two  governments,  which  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  The  success  of  the  experiment,  (if, 
indeed,  it  is  destined  to  succeed,)  must  depend  essential, 
ly  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  will  of  the  People  is 
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employed  by  their  Representatives,  in  working  this  dou- 
ble machinery.  The  State  Governments  are  more  imme- 
diately under  the  eye  of  the  People,  and  will  be  more 
likely  to  be  worked  by  their  will.  Rvit,  unhappily,  in  this 
Hall,  their  will  is  not  in  quite  such  g-ood  odour,  as  in  the 
States.  Here,  it  appears,  the  will  of  the  Government  is 
more  venerated  than  the  will  of  the  People.  The  will 
t>f  the  Judges  seems  to  be  all  the  rage  here.  They,  in- 
stead of  being  governed,  as  they  ought,  by  the  will  of  the 
People,  must  control  that  will.  Sir,  tliere  is  no  legitimate 
fforerning  power,  but  the  will  of  the  People  ;  and  the 
substitution  of  any  other  will,  for  theirs,  »s  an  abandon- 
ment of  that  self-governing  power  of  the  People,  for 
which  they  fought,  and  in  whidh  alone,  1  repeat,their  li- 
berty consists.  They  cannot  be  free  upon  any  other 
ip^unds.  If  they  are  not  governed  by  their  own,  they 
must  be  governed  by  some  other  will,  and  whether  that 
be  the  will  of  a  despot,  or  of  the  Judgej,  the  rcflult,  in 
principle,  is  the  same.  They  are  the  %assals  of  the  des- 
pot, or  of  the  despots— the  Judges.  The  diflTcrcnce/is 
only  in  the  masters  and  the  manner  in  which  they  exert 
their  governing  authority. 

Naw,  Sir,  the  bill  proposes  to  refer  the  administration 
of  justice,  by  the  Federal  Judges,  in  the  States,  to  the 
rules  settled  by  the  will  of  the  People  of  the  respective 
States.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  WiBSTEn]  proposes  to  refer. 
it  to  the  will  of  the  Judges,  whenever  the  will  of  those 
dignitaries  does  not  accord  with  the  will  of  the  People. 
He  proposes,  indeed,  that  the  Judges  shall  exercise  a  su- 
pervisory  power  over  the  Slates,  and  control  their  wdl,  by 
altering  their  nUes,  and  by  making  new  and  conflicting 
rules  of  their  own,  to  over-ride'the  will  of  the  People  of 
the  State,  by  the  will  of  the  Judges.  What,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent,  is  the  tendency  of  this  doctrine  }  What,  but  to 
make  the  Government  too  strong  for  the  People — to  trans- 
fer the  power  from  the  People  to  the  Government— to 
make  the  Government  splendid,  and  the  People  wretch- 
ed— to  enable  the  Government  to  oppress,  and  Bnally  en- 
•lave  the  People  !  Sir,  the  oppression  of  the  People  has 
always  been^  and  will  always  be,  by  their  Governments. 
Tlie  power  delegated  to  promote  their  happiness  has  been 
turned  against  them,  and  employed  to  produce  their  mi- 
•ery.  The  manner  has  always  been,  as  I  have  stated,  the 
substitution,  by  the  functionaries,  under  various  preten- 
ces, of  their  own,  for  the  will  of  their  constituents. 

Sir,  by  conceding  this  power  to  the  Judgtrs,  you  do 
not  only  open  the  gates  of  the  city  of  your  freedom  to  the 
enemy,  but  you  invite  them  into  the  very  citadel  j  and, 
if  yeu  permit  them  to  stay  there  long,  you  will  not  be 
able,  take  my  word  for  it,  to  turn  them  eut.  Take  my 
word,  did  I  say  ?  No,  sir  :  take  the  word  of  all  history — 
«f  the  history  of  all  governments.  Look  abroad  st  the 
forernments  of  the  world— are  they  free  ?  And  why 
•re  they  not  ?  Sir,  the  People  who  compose  them  were 
once  free  ;  they  were  formed  for  fireedom ;  nature  made 
them  to  be  free— she  never  made  a  slave.  They  have 
keen  enslaved  by  the  weakness  or  wickedness  of  their 
mrents— of  their  representatives.  They  have  been  cheat- 
€a  out  of  their  liberty  ;  they  have  yielded  their  power, 
under  the  illusive  belief  that  it  was  to  be  employed  to 
■ecure  and  promote  their  happiness,  and  have  fared,  as 
tbcy  ought  to  have  anticipated — as  every  People  will  in- 
eritably  fare,  who  trust  those  concerns  of  their  liberty  to 
the  agency  of  others,  which  they  can  perform  for  them- 
eelves.  Sir,  the  People  of  the  States  can  make  as  good 
KxecutJon  Laws  for  themselves;  as  the  Federal  Judges 
can  make  for  them.  Yes,  sir,  better  than  even  Con 
mas  can  make  for  them.  Ihey  should  not  only  not 
delegate  any  power  which  it  is  practicable  for  them  to 
exercise  ;  but  they  should  reclaim,  as  soon  as  they  legi- 
timately can,  all  of  that  character  which  is  now  in  a  state 
<if  delegation.  Docs  any  man  believe  that  the  People 
could  not  themselves  elect  their  President  as  judiciously 
«•  th«  Electoral  College,  or  even  Congress  could  ?      Sir, 


the  experience  of  every  day  admonishes  the  People  to  be 
jealous  of  their  power,  as  they  regard  their  liberty.  But 
why  wait  te  be  admnnislied  bv  their  own  suPTerings  ?— 
why  not  learn  wisdom  from  the  folly  and  sufferings  of 
others  ? 

Mr  President  :  The  sentiment  that  the  Congress,  and 
the  President,  and  the  Judges,  are  too  exalted  to  be 
questioned,  in  relation  to  their  duties,  seems  to  be  per- 
vading the  public  mind.  It  is  certainly  strongly  advo- 
cated here.  The  advocates  of  this  sentiment  in  the  coun- 
try point  to  the  grandeur  of  the  operations  of  the  Geneml 
Government  ;  to  the  exalted  posture  of  its  functionaries^ 
and  ask,  triumphantly,  if  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
weakness  or  wickedness  were  ever  associated  with  such 
magnificence  ?  And  here  we  modestly  suppose  that  we 
ourselves  would  not  do  wrong,  and  that  the  wrong-dolngt 
of  othei-s  could  not  escape  our  detection. 

Sir,  the  American  People  are  at  this  moment,  and  for 
the  last  three  years,  have  been,  in  a  greatly  excited  state, 
because  they  supposed  tbat  a  portion  of  Congress  had,  in 
the  election  of  President,  misused  its  .acknowledged 
power,  while  the  prostration  of  the  State  authorities,  by 
the  Federal  Judges,  in  the  exercise  of  usurped  po^^ersy 
is  beheld  with  calm  indifference.  The  mis-exercise  of 
legitimate  power,  in  the  election  of  President  alarms  the 
r.ation  ;  while  a  State  is  disrobed  of  its  sovereign  legisla- 
tive power,  by  an  arbitrary  assumption  of  authority  on 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Judges,  without  exciting  a  sensa- 
tion beyond  the  limits  of  the  oppressed  State  ! ! 

But  to  return  to  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  M&a> 
sachus'^lts  [Mr.  Wkhster.]  I  have  attempted  to  prove, 
and  have,  as  I  hope,  proved  satisfactorily,  that  the  bill  on 
the  table  proposes  as  the  rule  for  the  Federal  Courts,  not 
the  power  of  legislation  to  be  exercised  by  the  States 
respectively,  in  which  those  courts  may  be  held,  but  the 
exercised  power  of  the  States  displayed  in  their  process 
laws.  The  Congress  chooses  now,  that  her  courts  shall 
use  them,  then,  as  they  shall  exist,  when  they  ai'e  needed. 
Rut,  Sir,  upon  the  supposition  made  by  the  gentleman, 
that  the  bill  proposes  to  adopt,  not  the  exercised  legis- 
lative power  of  the  States,  but  the  power  to  be  exercia- 
cd,  what  can  be  the  objection  to  even  that  form  of  the 
proposition  }  He  is  willing  to  adopt  the  existing  procesa 
laws  of  the  States.  Are  they  different  from  what  they 
will  be  ten  years  hence,  or  have  been  ten  year*  ago. 
In  their  modificaiions  and  forms  they  may,  but  will 
they  not  be  the  same  in  essence  ?  In  the  heat  of  summer 
we  wear  thinner  and  lighter  elothes  than  we  do  in  th« 
midst  of  winter?  we  sleep  under  lighter  covering  in  the 
former,  than  in  the  latter  season.  What  is  the  motive  ? 
Comfort.  Are  not  the  persons  thus  differently  dressed,  ia 
the  different  seasons,  identicaUy  the  same,  and  uoes  not 
the  same  identical  motive,  or  power,  produce  tliese  dif- 
ferent habiliments,  and  do  these  different  habilimenta 
constitute  the  apparel  of  the  wearer  ?  It  is  the  same  per- 
son,  exerting  tlie  same  power,  for  the  same  purpose,  af 
different  times,  under  different  appearances. 

An  execution  law  is  at  lealt  as  necessary  to  the  people  ia 
a  state  of  ciril  society,  as  clothes,  or  covering  are  in  their 
natural  state.  Civil  society  has  the  same  natural  inclina- 
tion to  be  comfortable,and  more  power  to  promote  its  com- 
fort, than  indlviduals.have.  Sir,  the  remedial  energies  of 
civil  society  consist,  essentially,  in  its  will.  They  are  the 
life  of  society,  and  it  would  be  as  absurd  to  say  that  the 
life  which  now  animates  any  member  of  this  body,  who 
shall  be  alive  ten  years  hence,  is  not  the  same  which  will 
animate  him  then.  We  have  not  different  lives  for  differs- 
ent  periods.  We  enjoy  life  under  different  circum- 
stances, and  under  different  states  of  cheerfulness  and 
depression— we  enjoy  life,  subject  to  be  aiBicted  br 
accruing  circumstances,  v.hich  if  we  cannot  control, 
must  control  us.  It  is  precisely  so  with  the  body  | 
like  the  human  body  its  wiiris  a  part  of,  and  id 
with  its  life.     Its  remedial  laws  consist  in   its 
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identified  with  il^  And  is  essentially  the  same  identical  unit 
with  the  body  itself,  whatever  nwiy  be  its  different  ap- 
pearances, at  different  times,  and  under  different  circum- 
■tances.  Sir,  the  same  sun  which  rose  this  morning,  and 
brightened  and  gladdened  l  his  gloomy  region,  will  rise  thia 
day  ten  years,  though  his  disk  may  then  be  concealed  by 
clouds,  or  obscured  by  mists.  So  the  same  process  law 
which  now  exists  in  Kentucky  will  exist  there  as  long 
as  the  State  ensts.  It  may  wear  different  aspects,  as  it 
shall  be  seen  through  the  medium  of  different  circum- 
stances. It  will  wear  one  aspect  in  war,  and  another 
in  peace,  for  the  same  reason  that  you  appear  dif- 
ferently clad  in  winter,  from  what  you  do  in  summer. 
Aad  would  you  not,  Sir,  denounce  as  a  tyrant  that  per- 
son,- who  would  force  you  to  wear  the  same  light,  thin 


gulating  Courts  of  Equity.  And  first,  as  to  the  destitu- 
tionof  equitable  jurisdiction  in  the  States,  which  I  have 
just  named.  I  am  apprised,  sir,  that  tkere  are  no 
Courts  of  Chancery  in  those  States ;  but  does  it  follow 
that  they  are  without  principles  and  rules  of  equity  ?  It 
would  seem  tome  to  be  impossible  that  civil  society  could 
exist  for  a  moment  without  those  principles  and  rules.  I 
admit  that  the  civil  law  is  not  in  force  in  those  States,  and 
I  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  force  it  upon  tliem, 
tlirough  the  Federal  Courts,  or  otherwise.  But  I  insist, 
that  Pennsylvania,  (and  I  take  that  State  as  an  initance,) 
has  as  plenary  a  system  of  equitable  rules  and  princi- 
ples as  Virginia,  or  any  of  the  otlier  States  where 
Courts  of  Chancery  prevail.  Her  manner  of  Apply in|^ 
those  rules  to  the  transactions  of  men  in  her  courts,  is  not 


dress  through  the  winter,  that  you  wear  in  the  dog  days  ?    according  to  the  manner  which  prevails  in  Vfa^nia  or 


And  ought  not  the  States  to  denounce,  as  tyrannical,  that 
act  of  tlte  Judges,which  obliged  them,  under  the  extrem- 
est  privations  of  war,  to  renounce  the  process  sys- 
tem which  they  had  formed  for  themselves,  and  suited  to 
their  gloomy  condition  \  and  to  use  one  formed  and  suited  by 
the  will  of  the  Judges,  to  the  most  halcyon  days  of  peace  ? 
Sir,  it  is  upon  tike  principle  which  I  am  now  urging, 
that  all  enlightened  Judges  have  determined  that  all  the 
forms  of  execution,  fieri  facias^  ca.  sa,  vent.  expo.  eligit,^c, 
are  but  one  execution.  Civil  society  is  a  unit — its  will 
is  one  and  identical,  with  itself,  coexistent  with  it— they 
eannot  be  separated.  Civil  society  ceases  with  the  loss  of 
Its  remedial  will — ^in  it  consists  the  essence  of  its  sover- 
eignty ;  and  it  would  be  as  reasonable  to  assert  that  there 
were  different  sovereignties  in  the  sameState,  as  a  different 
execution  law.  Indeed  the  one  could  not  exist  without 
the  other.  But  agidn,  Mr.  President :  Does  not  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  acknowledge,  by  the  strongest  impli- 
cation, the  force  of  my  argument,  in  his  proposition  to 
adopt  the  existing  (as  he  calls  them)  execution  laws  of 
the  States  ?  Why  is  he  stilling  to  adopt  them  >  Has  he 
examined,  and  does  he  know  them  ?  Can  he,  from  know- 
ledge, assert  them  to  be  fit  and  proper  ?  No,  Sir.  Upon 
what  principle,  then,  does  he  predicate  this  consent  ? 
Most  certainly  upen  nene  other  than  that  the  execution 
law  of  every  State,  is  the  natural  efflux  of  its  wisdom ;  that 
essentially,  it  is  unalterable,  and  that,  in  its  modifications, 
it  has  been  suited  to  the  condition  of  the  States,  by  the 
exercise  of  their  legislative  will.  Well,  Sir,  will  not  the 
States  be  the  same  bodies  politic  ten  years  hence,  that 
they  are  now  ?  Will  not  the  people  possess  the  same  in- 
clination to  be  happy,  which  they  now  possess  ?  Will 
they  not  possess  the  same  wisdom,  and  the  same  will,  to 
exert  it  in  promotion  of  their  happiness  ?  Can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Federal  Judges  will  then,  at  any  interme- 
duXCp  or  future  period,  feel  more  for  their  happiness, 
or  know  better  how  to  promote  it,  than  they  will  them- 
selves ?  Why,  then,  I  ask,  invert  the  laws  of  reasen  and  of 
Bature,  in  refusing  to  the  people  of  the  States,  the  exer- 
cise of  the  very  power  upon  which  their  happiness,  not 
less  than  their  existence,  depends  ? 

But  the  gfentleman  is  elaborate  in  his  objections  to  \he 
details  of  this  short  bill.  And  first  he  objects  to  the  provi- 
sion '*tbat  proceedings  in  equity  shall  be  according  to  the 
principles,  rules,  and  usages,  which  belong  to  the  courts 
of  equity  in  the  States,  respectively."  This  provision,  he 
states, repeals  tlie  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
CouT^  in  those  States  which  have  no  Courts  of  Chancery; 
that  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  arid 
several  other  States  have  no  Chancery  jurisdiction,  and 
that,  if  this  bill  shall  pass,  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
ican  exercise  no  equitable  jurisdiction  in  any  of  those 
States.  He  telb  us,  moreover,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
•ourts  of  equity  is  regulated  by  the  civil  law. 

Mr.  President,  I  differ  from  the  gentleman,  ioto  ccehy 
bot^asto  the  effect  of  the  provision  to  which  he  objects, 
sm||i  his  extraordinaiy  positisn,  as  to  the  civil  law  re- 


England.  It  is  not  accoixling  to  the  Chancery  forms,  aa  ' 
practised  in  either  of  those  Governments;  but  it  is  as  it 
ought  to  be,  according  to  the  will  of  that  State,  as  dit. 
played  in  her  Statute  Book,  and  in  the  usages  of  her 
Courts.  Sir,  in  Virginia,  or  any  of  the  States  where 
Chancery  Courts  prevail,  a  mortgage  is  foreclosed  by  bill 
in  Chancery,  and  this  is  denominated  a  proceeding  is 
Equity.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  proceeding  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage  is  by  scire  facias,  I  do  not  know  how  tliey 
proceed  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  in  Rhode  Island,  or  any 
of  the  other  States  where  Courts  of  Chancery  do  not  ex- 
ist, hut  I  know,  that  they  have  mortgages  in  those  SUtcs, 
and  that  they  must  have  some  mode  or  foreclosing  them. 
Now,  the  principles  of  Equity,  so  far  as  they  are  involvl 
ed  in  the  proceeding  to  foreclose,  by  bill,  in  Chancery, 
must  be  involved  in  every  mode  practised  in  the  States 
having  no  Chancery  Courts.  The  forms  and  modes  of 
applying  them  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are,  different  in  the 
different  States  ;  but  the  essential  principles  and  rules  of 
equity  must  necessarily  be  tlie  same  in  every  State.  Pub- 
lic scntiment,in  every  State,  requires  that  justice  shall  be 
done,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  the  litigant  citizens ; 
and  when  justice  has  been  done,  in  any  case,  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity  are  satisfied.  When,  for  instance,  the 
obligee  of  a  lost  bond,  has  recovered  its  amount  from  the 
obligor,  in  Pennsylvania,  equity  is  as  well  satisfied  as 
when  the  same  result  U  produced  in  Virginia  or  in  Enr- 
land  by  bill  m  Chancery.  In  either  of  the  last  namel 
States,  the  form  of  proceeding  must  be  by  bill  in  Than 
eery— in  Pennsylvania  the  form  is  different. 

But,  sir,  what  ought  to  be  conclusive  on  this  subiect 
IS,  that  those  States  have  not  chosen  to  administer  justice 
througli  Chancery  forms.  They  have  not  chosen  to  have 
Chancery  Courts.  They  are  sovereign  SUtes,  and.  most 
cerUinly,  as  such,  have  a  right  to  establish  their  own  iu 
dicial .  machinery.  They  have  a  right  to  dispense  justice 
according  to,  or  rather  through  whatever  forms  they  mav 
choose.  Now,  sir,  is  it  an  abrogation  of  the  principles 
and  rules  of  equit^v  in  those  States,  to  require  the  Fede- 
ral Judges  to  administer  justice  according  to  those  orin- 
ciplcs  and  niles  as  establishsd  and  observed  bv  them> 
Shall  the  Federal  Judges  decide  the  cases,  which  «ra 
drawn  into  their  courts,  in  those  States,  accordinc  to 
prmc.ples  and  rules  of  equity  which  tliey  shaU  camr 
with  them  there,  or  shall  they  decide  accordinir  to  the 
prmciples  and  rules  of  the  States  ?  C«n  any  nfan.  who 
IS  not  prepared  to  surrender  tlie  rights  and  powers  of  the 
States,  determine  this  question  in  their  favor  ?  We  can- 
not suppose  that  any  Sute  is  without  a  competent  sys- 
tem. Why  should  not  each  State  have  a  plenaiy  system  > 
Surely  the  transactions  and  agencies  of  the  citizensL 
make  it  alike  necessar}'  in  everv  State.  If  it  does  not  ex^ 
ist  in  each  State,  it  must  be  owing  to  the  want  of  power 
or  of  wisdom,  in  the  State  which  has  it  not.  It  cannot  hL 
want  ofpower,  for  all  tbe  States  are  sovereign  and  eauS 
poUent— ^twarf  Aoc  Can  it  be  want  of  wisdom  ?  RthVwI 
aby  member  of  this  Senate,  who  will  say  in  his  place  tSt 
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his  State  is  deficient  in  wisdom  f  Is  incompetent  to  fur 
nish  her  citizens  with  an  equitable,  plenary,  and  compe- 
tent code,  Iroth  as  to  law  and  equity  }  If  he  will  not  say 
80,  will  he  say  that  tiie  rig-hts  And  interests  of  the  citizens 
of  his  Statue  shall  be  decided,  whenever  drawn  into  ques- 
tion in  the  Federal  Court,  b^an  alien,  or  citizen  of  ano- 
ther State  ;  not  by  those  pnnciples  and  rules  of  equity, 
which  hare  been  ordained  by  the  wisdom,  and  consecrat- 
ed by  the  usage  of  that  State,  but  by  a  code  imparted  by 
the  Judges,  and  unknown  to  the  State  ?  - 
'  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  fioston,  [Mr.  Wirstkr]  in 
denying  that  the  States  in  which  there  were  no  Courts 
of  Chancery,  had  any  principles  or  i*ules  of  equitable 


cretion  shall  think  necessary  i  provided  they  do  not  con* 
flict---with  what'— the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 
No,  sir  :  with  the  laws  of  Congress,  or  the  laws  or  con- 
sthutions  of  the  States  ?  Not  at  all,8ir  ;  who  could  sup- 
pose that  the  laws  or  constitutions  of  the  States  couul, 
for  a  moment,  obstruct  or  retard  their  rule^makin?  pow- 
er ?  With  what,  then,  Mr.  President  ?  Why,  sir,  with 
the  code  which  they  had  enacted.  The  only  restrictioil 
imposed  by  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the  Judges,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  delegated  law-making  power,  was,  that 
their  laws  should  not  conflict  with  those  already  nuide  by 
the  Supreme  Court.  And  this  code  of  thirty-tbree  rules, 
enacted  by  the  Supreme  Court,  is  printed  in  Gordon's 


proceedings  of  their  own,  has  given  a  new  view  of  the  ,  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  work  lately 

.,    .  , . :-i ,.    _^  .L.     »T..,    ,    published.     In  the  text  of  that  work,   it  does  not  ap{>ear 

that  they  were  enacted  by  the  Judges  ?  they  would  seem, 
from  their  collocation  with  the  laws  of  Gongpress,  and 


oldest,  and  -  most  commercial  people  of  the  United 
States.  What,  sir,  has  the  dense  population  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  commercial  people  of  the  an- 
cient city  of  Boston*  been  able  to  get  along  for  such  a 
length  of  time,  without  rules  and  principles  of  equity? 
And  if  she  has  but  just  awakened  to  her  need  of  them, 
wilt  she  submit  to  have  them  imposed  upon  her  by  the 
Federal  Judges  ?  Or  will  she  exert  her  sovbrcign  power 
in  the  ado])tion  and  creation  of  a  system  for  herself?  The 
gentleman  says  that  she  does  not  want  them.  But  she 
«we8  protection  to  those  of  her  citizens,  who  may  be 
drawn  into  the  Federal  Court  by  non-resident  suitors. 
She  cannot,  without  compromitting  her  sovereignty,  per- 
mit her  citizens,  within  her  own  precincts,  to  be  subject- 
ed to  alien  rules  ;  rules  carried  about  by  the  Judges,  in 
nanttscript,  or  in  their  recollections,  unknown  to  the 
citizens,,and  unsancltioned  by  their  State. 

Mr.  President,  we  all  know,  that  the  obligatory  effect 
of  a  rule,  principle,  or  law,  is  derived  frorti  the  sanction 
of  the  sovereign  legislative  power.  The  Judges  possess 
no  legislative  power ;  their  rules,  of  course,  cannot  be 
obligatory.  1*hen  the  amount  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment is,  that  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  his  State,  and  of 
States  in  the  same  situation,  are  to  be  decided  by  rules 
which  have  no  obligatory  force — ^rules  arbitrarily  made 
by  the  Judg^es,  or  as  arbitrarily  adopted  by  them  ;  which, 
in  effect,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  say,  that  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  sliall  depend,  not  upon  legitimate 
.nues,  but  upon  judicial  discretion.  And  this,  sir,  is  the 
doctrine  which  has  been  stealing  upon  the  public  mind 
lor  years — ^the  doctrine  which  has  oppressed  some  of 
the  States,  and  which,  at  the  very  time  when  they  are  in- 
rToking  exemption  from  its  ravages,  is  openly  advocated, 
.«nd  boldly  attempted  to  be  fastened  upon  them,  and  ex- 
^tended  to'the  other  SUtes  ! 

sir,  the  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  Chief  Justice, 
«ome  years  ago,  made  a  set  of  rules  for  Courts  of  Chance- 
ry in  all  the  States.  Now,  those  rules  are,  or  they  arc 
not,  binding.  To  make  them  binding,  they  must  have 
b.een  produced  by  the  exertion  of  legislative  ppwer. 
lioes  the  Chief  Justice,  do  all  the  Judges  together,  pos- 
sess legislative  pbwer  ?  This  question  must  be  answer- 
ed in  the  negative.  Then,  however  wise  they  may  be, 
and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that,  proceeding  from  that 
great  man  they  must  be  wise,  they  are  unobligatory. 
Strange,  that  while  we  are  contending  against  the  exer- 
cise of  legislative  power  by  these  Judgts,  we  are  offered, 
as  an  argument  in  favor  of  their  possessing  it,  that  they 
have,  many  years  agfo  exerted  it,  and,  of  course,  that 
the  States  have  for  mai:y  years  been  subject  to  the  ef- 
fects of  its  exercise.  What  encroachment — what  usur- 
pation is  there,,  can  there  be,  which  may  not  be  support- 
ed by  the  same  kind  of  argument  } 

Yes,  sir,  the  Supreme  Court  enacted  a  system,  consist- 
inr  of  thirty-three  sections,  or  ruleSk  which  purport  to  be 
rules  for  the  regulation  of  proceedings  in  Chancery,  and 
which  conclude  with  a  delegation  of  power  to  t!ie  Judges 
on  tlieir  circuits,  to  make  as  many  more,  for  the  govem- 
neiit  of  proceedings  in  their  Courts,  as  they,  in  their  dis- 


from  their  import,  to  have  been  enacted  bv  That  body. 
It  is  thus,  sir,  that  the  States  are  legislated  for  by  the 
Judges  ;  and  the  concerns  of  their  People,  under  color  of 
law,  regulated  by  the  discretion  of  unauthorised  indivi- 
duals. For  the  Judges  have  no  more  power  to  make 
binding  rules  and  principles  of  proceeding,  than  any  of 
the  same  number  of  private  individuals,  out  of  the  mil- 
lions who  compose  this  Union.  To  what  extent  the  Judges 
may  have  exercised  the  rule-making  power,  thus  de^* 
legated  to  them  by  the  Supreme  Court,  Thaving  itself  no 
such  power)  does  not  appear.  You  have  seen  the  exectt- 
tion  laws,  enacted  by  the  Judges  below,  for  Kentucky^ 
Where  is  this  thing  to  end,  and  in  what  is  it  to  end  f  In 
what,  unless  it  be  checked,  but  the  annihilation  of  the 
State  authorities  ?  Indeed,  the  doctrine,  contended  for 
by  the  gentleman  from  Boston,  goes  virtually  that  length: 
for,  wlien  the  States  are  prepared  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Federal  Judges,  with  rules  and  principles  of  equity,  there 
can  be  no  reason  why  the  Judges  should  not  also 'furnish 
them  with  the  rules  and  principles  of  law  :  for  the  Statee 
are  surely  as  competent  to  furnish  themselves  with  a  sys- 
tem of  equity  as  of  law,  and  the  Judges  are  as  competent 
to  furnish  them  with  a  system  of  law,  as  of  equity.  And 
if,  instead  of  asserting  their  own  competency,  the  States 
submit  to  receive  from  the  Judges  the  one,  there  can  be 
no  reason  why  they  should  decline  the  other.  The  Peo- 
ple who  submit  to  an  usurpation  of  half  their  rights,  are 
unworthy  to  retain,  and  unfit  to  enjoy,  the  other  half. 

But  the  gentleman  urges  that  the  civil  law  regfulates 
proceedings  in  equity.  Now,  Mr.  President,  by  the  civil 
law,  every  lawyer  understands  tliat  the  municipal  law  of 
the  Roman  empire  is  meant.  That  law,  he  tells  ns,  regu* 
lated  proceedings  in  equity  in  England,  and  perfomw 
the  same  office  in  our  country.  Mr.  President,  can  the 
gentleman  be  serious?  If  that  code  has  force  in  England, 
it  must  either  have  been  adopted  by,  or  imposed  upon, 
that  country.  The  code  of  no  one  nation  can  have  force 
in  another,  but  by  compulsion  or  adoption.  Any  nation 
may,  if  it  shall  choose,  adopt  the  code  of  another  ;  and 
a  strong  nation  may  subject  a  weak  one  to  its  code.  Now, 
we' know  tiiat  England  has  never  adopted  the  civil  law  ; 
and  we  know,  also,  that  she  never  was  subdued  to  the 
use  of  it  {  we  know,  tlierefore,  that  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken *,  that  the  civil  law  is  not,  as  a  code,  obligatory  up- 
on the  Courts  of  Chancery  in  England  ;  and,  for  precisely 
the  same  reasons,  we  know  that  it  is  not  in  force  in  thie 
country,  liut,  sir,  if  it  were  in  force  in  either  country, 
it  coula  not  be  in  force  as  the  civil  law,  as  the  Justinmn 
code.  Any  nation  using  it,  must  use  it  as  her  own,  and 
not  as  a  foreign  or  alien  code.  If  that  were  not  the  case, 
the  code  would  use  the  nation,  and  not  the  nation  the 
code.  A  nation  ceases  to  foe  sovereign,  when  the  lawe 
which  it  uses  do  not  derive  their  authority  from  its  80ve« 
reign  power.  Its  laws  must  be  its  own — and  this  fronn 
pohtical  necessity.  Sir,  this  is  the  language  of  a^WU- 
itam  Blackstone,  in  relation,  too,  to  ti>is  very  tmhjemi  h^ 
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holds  this  Iftnguiige  ^  The  laws  of  Justinian,  [the  civil 
**  laws,]  bind,aot  the  subjects  of  England,  because  their 
«« materials  were  collected  from  Popes  or  Emperors ; 
«*  were  digested  by  Justinian,  &c.  These  consideratiuoi, 
••  give  them  no  authority ;  for  the  Legislature  of  En^' 
**  land  doth  not,  nor  ever  did,  recognize  any  foreign  pow- 
**  er  as  superior,  or  equal  to  it,  in  this  kingdom  ;  or  as 
*'  having  the  right  to  give  Taw  to  any  the  meanest  of  its 
•«  aubjects.*'— [1«/  Black,  Com,  79. 

This,  sir,  is  not  only  the  language  of  England,  but  of 
.every  State  that  Is  conscious  of  its  sovereign  powers, 
rights,  and  duties.  But,  sir,  hear  the  same  author  further 
upon  the  same  subject.  He  says, ''  there  are  four  species 
*•  of  Courts  in  which  the  ci^I  and  canon  laws  are  permits 
*<  ted,  [under  different  restrictions]  to  be  used.  1st.  Courts 
'*  of  Arch  Bishops,  Bishops,  &c.  d.  Military  Courts.  3. 
••  Courts  of  Admiralty.  4.  The  CourU  of  the  two  Uni- 
•*  verstties."— {/dl^m  83].  Here,  sir,  we  are  told  expressly 
that  there  are  but  four  Courts  in  England  in  which  thtf 
civil  law  can  be  used,  and  in  those  by  permission,  and 
subject  to  restrictions.  The  Court  of  Chancery  is  not  one 
of  the  four.  How,  then,  could  the  gentleman  expect  us 
to  believe  that  proceedings  in  equity  in  England  were 
regulated  by  the  civil  law,  when  those  laws  were  not 
permitted  to  be  us^dtn  Courts  of  Chancery  there,  even 
subject  to  restrictions.  Sir,  the  authorities  read  by  the 
gentleman  to  prove  his' position,  fall  entirely  short  of  sus- 
taining it.  They  were  2d  Black.  Com.  429,  and  Cooper 
XXVI.  They  only  prove  what  eveiy  body  knew,  tnat 
the  learning  of  that  country  was,  in  early  times,  in  the 
possession  of  the  Ecclesiastics,  who  were  Roman  Catho- 
lics :  that  they  were  the  first  Chancellors,  and  that  the 
roachin^ry  of  Chanceiy  proceeding  was  formed  through 
their  agency  and  influence,  pretty  much  upon  the  Roman 
canonical  plan.  Bui,  surely,  the  rules  and  principles  of 
proceeding  in  equity  are  very  different  thin^  from  the 
form  of  a  Chancery  suit.  But,  sir,  if  the  civil  law  is  to 
govern — if  it  contains  the  rules  and  principles  of  psoceed- 
ing  in  equity,  why  will  the  gentleman  insist,  as  he  does, 
that  we  shall  derive  our  knowledge  of  it  from  England  ? 
It  is  not,  as  I  trust  I  have  sliown,  the  code  of  that  nation. 
It  is  not,  as  the  civil  law,  in  force  there.  Why  not  im- 
port it  at  once  from  Rome  ?  Why  not  claim  it  as  a  waif  ? 
The  Roman  empire  has  been  wrecked  j  yes,  sir,  and  the 
Roman  Republic  has  been  wrecked,  too.  That  republic  had 
its  code  of  civil  law;  why  not  import  and  use^  as  the  waif  of 
that  republic,  its  civil  code  ?  1  should,  if  obliged  to  submit 
to  either,  greatly  prefer  the  civil  code  of  Republican,  to 
that  of  Imperial  Rome.  But  the  gentleman  will  have  it 
from  England ;  we  must  get  the  rules  of  equity,  says  he, 
horn  England,  througii  learned  judges  and-  lawyers,  who 
have  made  it  (the  civil  law)  their  study.  And  pray,  when 
gotten  in  that  way,  or  any  other,  what  is  its  obligatory 
force  upon  the  people  of  any  of  the  States  }  Surely  he 
does  not  mean  to  be  nnderstood,  that  it  derives  its  force 
from  the  channel  through  which  it  is  obtained.  So  far 
as  the  Judges  form  the  medium  of  its  intromission,  there 
i>,  I  g^nt  you,  Mr.  President,  much  reason  to  believe 
not  that  it  will,from  that  circuro8tance,possess  any  intrinsic 
force  ;  but  that  they  will,  in  tlieir  use  of  it,  give  it  force 
enough.  The  lawyers  too,  according  to  the  gentleman, 
are  to  furnish  us  with  law.  As  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  theState  of  Kentucky,!  could  say  to  the  gentleman — 
thank'ee,  sir,  no  occasion — the  Judges  have  given  that 
State  law*  enough,  without  any  supplement  from  the  law- 
yers. So  far  from  receiving  it  from  the  lawyers,  the 
State  of  Kentucky  will  not  receive  it  from  tlie  Judges. 
She  will  acknowledge  nothing  as  law,  which  has  not, 
in  some  way,  had  legislative  sanction.  She  will  innst, 
and  I  hope  not  without  effect,  that  the  Judges  shall  nei- 
ther miJLe  nor  import  law. 

Si^the gentleman  has  kindlv  offered,  as  ah  apology, 
for  vMM  he  fupposes  to  be  my  Ignonnce,  on  the  subject 


of  the  rules,  and  principles,  of  proceedings  in  equity,  the 
consideration,  that  being  somewhat  older  than  be  is,  I 
have  withdrawn  my  attention  from  courts,  and  their 
practice,  more  than  he  has.  I  thank  him.  It  is  true 
that  I  am,  perhaps,  a  little  older  than  he  i8,and  that  I  have 
not  latterly  been  much  conversant  with  courts,  and  their 
practice.  But  the  gentleman  must  allow  me  tp  solace 
myself  with  the  hope,  that  the  ungracious  weight  of  years, 
with  which  he  has  complimented  me,  while  it  has  with* 
drawn  me  from  courts,  and  their  technicals,  has  afforded 
me  more  leisure  than  bis  crowded  practice  ,in  courts  has 
allowed  him,  to  explore  law  in  its  origin,  its  source,  in  its 
first-j^rinciple  aspect.  Whether  I  have  employed  that  lei- 
sure well  or  ill,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  Mv  reflections, 
however,  have  led  me  to  the  conclusion,  that  law,  is  not 
so  mysterious  a  matter,  as  judges  and  lawyers  have  been 
disposed  to  have  it  considered.  Law  has  been  wrought 
up  by  its  votaries,  into  a  perplexed,  and  mysterious  sys- 
tem. The  difficulties  of  unravelling^  the  transactions  of 
men,  rendered  perplexed  and  comphcated  by  artifice  and 
fraud,  have  been  ascribed  to  the  law.  The  matters  of 
fact  are  ofren  perplexed,  intricate,  and  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain. But  the  law  is  simple  and  intelligible,  and  upon  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  facts,  would  oe  discerned,  al- 
most intuitively,  by  tytry  man  of  common  sense.  Sir,  in- 
stead of  the  civil  law  of  imperial  or  republican  Rome, 
translated  from  the  numerous,  and  ponderous  Latin  tomes, 
in  which  it  has  lain  locked  up  ibr  centuries,  or  of  trou- 
bling the  learned  Judges  and  lawyers  to  apply  it,  as 
compounded  with  the  common  law,  I  am  for  unng  the 
domestic  law  of  the  States.  There  is  a  natural  equity  in 
every  State,  as  good  as  they  had  at  Rome,  or  have  in 
England.  It  is  inherent  in  the  people  composing  the 
States.  In  the  abstract  it  is  precisely  the  same  which 
regulated  proceeding  in  equity  at  Rome,  in  England,  and 
in  every  State  in  the  civilized  world-  It  is  the  result  of 
the  exercise  of  mind  upon  matter.  But  crtry  State  has 
its  own  mode  of  exercising  Its  intelligence  upon  the  con- 
cerns of  its  citizens.  That  its  mode  or  form  of  adminis- 
tering justice,  should  be  its  own,  is  essential  to  its  sove- 
reignty. The  principlen  of  justice  are  universal.  They 
arc  co-extensive  with  i^eason  «  but  the  machinery  of  jus- 
tice is  as  various  almost  aa  the  States.  Strange,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, that  we  should  be  so  zealous  to  make  our  own 
woollen  fabrics,  so  averse  to  using  those  nuule  in  Eng- 
land, and  yet  anxious  that  England  should  supply  us^ 
through  learned  Judges  and  lawyers,  with  the  modes  and 
forms  by  whieh  we  shall  administer  justice  in  the  States ! 
Not  only  with  the  modes  and  forms,  but  with  the  princi- 
ples and  usages  ot  equity,  as  recognized  and  used  by 
that  nation.  Sir,  if  it  were  contended  by  Congress  that 
we  should  not  only  use  British  cloth,  but  that  our  clothes 
should  be  cut  and  made  according  to  the  taste  and  fiishion 
of  that  country,  I  fiincy  we  should  rebel  outright* 
Well :  The  case  is  precisely  analogous.  What  is  the 
diflference,  except  that  we  cannot  conveniently  make  all 
the  woollen  fabrics,  which  we  need  }  We  have  neither 
the  materials,  the  arti&ts,  nor  the  machinery.  But  in  lelft- 
tion  to  the  principles,  modes,  and  usages  of  equity,  every 
State  has  them,  as  abundantly,  and  of  as  good  quality, 
as  they  exist  in  England.  And,  being  sovereign,  each 
State  ought  to  be  permitted  to  use  them  according  to 
her  own  will.  I  insist  that  she  has  a  right  to  do  so.  The 
gentleman  has  read  lllackstone  to  prove  that  '*  Equity  is 
the  soul  and  spirit  of  all  law."  That  "  positive  law  is 
construed,  and  rational  is  made  by  it." — \JlndBhck,  429.] 
Sir,  if  it  be  so  important,  and  I  grant  its  importance  to 
the  extent  stated  in  tiie  book,  how  wretclied  must  be  the 
condition  of  the  States  not  to  possess  it^-to  be  dependant 
upon  learned  Judges  and  lawyers  for  it ! 

Sir,  the  book  read  by  the  gentleman  confirms  the  sen- 
timent which  I  have  urged— asserts  the  position  for  which 
I  eontend-*«nd  that  is,  that  equity  is  justice,  and  exists 
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in  every  sUte  of  civil  society  ;  that  it  is,  in  relation  to  tbe 
mora],  what  the  sun  is  to  the  natural  world-^it  is  the  lig-ht 
of  reason,  shining  upon  the  transaction  of  men,  and  shew- 
ing the  relation  of  things  ;  and  that  each  State  has  the 
right  to  use  this  light  according  to  its  own  judgment  and 
taste  ;  as  in  relation  to  the  light  of  the  sun  every  pro- 
prietor of  a  building  has  a  right,  in  constructing  it,  to  give 
it  what  kind  of  exposure,  and  as  many,  or  as  few  win- 
dows as  he  chooses  :  aye,  and  according  to  what  order  of 
architecture  he  may  select  Now,  sir,  we  should  smile  at 
a  proposition  to  restrict  the  States  to  the  use  of  British 
■unshtnc  $  and  how  much  more  absurd  is  it  to  oblige 
them  to  use  the  lights  of  British  intellect,  as  the  only  me- 
dium through  which  to  discern  and  ascertain  the  relations 
which  their  citizens  bear  to  each  other,  to  the  transac- 
tions in  which  they  may  be  concerned,  and  to  their  Gov- 
ernment ?  I  )iave  sa:d,  Mr.  President,  that  Law,  as  a  sci- 
ence, is  the  most  simple  and  rational  of  all  the  sciences  ; 
as  an  art,  it  is  difficult,  complex,  and  mysterious.  It  is 
peculiarly  so  in  the  countiy  from  whence  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman  that  the  learned  Lawyers  and  Judges  shall 
import  it  He  has  spoken  of  the  laws,  heginmng  with 
those  of  the  universe,  m  a  manner  well  calculated  to  show 
bis  own  knowledge  of  them  and  their  mystery.  Waiving 
those  of  the  universe,  which  are  in  better  hands  than  those 
of  the  gentleman  or  myself— where  I  am  content  to  leave 
them — I  would  say,  that  as  nations  have  the  relation  of  in- 
tercourse with  one  another,  out  of  this  relation  results  the 
laws  which  regulate  it.  Those  laws  are  principles  of  na- 
tural fitness,  recognised  and  acknowledged  by  the  intel- 
ligence, by  the  common  sense  of  tlie  intercommuning  na- 
tions, on  account  of  their  obvious  fitness,  as  binding  rules 
of  intercourse  between  them.  These  rules  are  denomi- 
nated the  laws  of  nations,  and  are,  in  fact,  the  laws  of  na- 
ture. Each  nation  has  laws  relative  to  the  governors  and 
the  governed.  These  laws,  in  free  governments,  are  the 
obvious  principles  of  fitness,  resulting  from  that  relation, 
and  are  denommated  political  law. 

In  every  nation,  or  state,  there  are  also  laws  regulating 
the  intercourse  of  the  People  with  one  another^nd  these, 
Mr.  President,  are  called  civil  law ;  which  is  divided 
into  civil  and  criminal.  Every  body  is  bound  at  his  peril 
to  know  these  Itura,  And  can  it  be  believed  tlmt  be- 
fore he  can  know  them,  he  must  apply  for  them  to  learned 
Judges  and  lawyers  ?  No,  sir  ;  it  is  all  a  common  sense 
matter.  Every  man  of  well  balanced  mind,  knows  the 
distinction  between  right  and  wrong,  and  knows  the  jus- 
tice of  every  case,  the  moment  he  has  clearly  compre- 
hended the  facts  of  it,  as  well,  and  even  better,  than  many 
learned  Judges  and  lawyers.  He  knows  it  by  intuition. 
Sir,  not  only  ois  comfort  here,  but  his  happiness  or  misery 
hereafter,  depend  upon  his  knowing,  and  observing,  prac- 
tically, the  principles  of  justice  and  equity.  His  duty  to 
himself,  to  his  neighbor,  and  to  his  God,  requires  the 
knowledge  and  practice  of  equity  and  justice,  it  would 
foe  idle  to  talk  of  duty,  and  of  conscience,  upon  any 
other  hypothesis.  Why,  sir,  conscience  consists,  almost 
exclusively,  of  this  very  knowledge.  And  I  presumei 
few  of  us  would  be  willing  to  give  our  consciences  into 
the  keeping,  of  either  Judges  or  lawyers.  The  latter,  in- 
deed, are  not  said  to  be  very  remarkable,  for  possessing 
good  ones  of  their  own.  Then,  I  repeat,  sii*,  tliat  law  but 
recognizes  and  enforces^  the  distinction  which  exists  in 
the  conscience  of  every  man,  between  right  and  wrong. 
It  does  not  consist  in  any  arbitrary  or  factitious  system, 
artificially  constructed,  by  the  politicians  of  a  state  ;  but 
in  the  principles  of  fitness,  resulting  from  the  relations  of 
men  to  one  another,  in  a  state  of  society  ;  and  of  a  re- 
cognition by  civil  society  of  those  natural  principles,  as 
the  rules  of  their  conduct.  In  tins  recognition  by  civil 
society,  of  those  natural  principles  of  fitness,  consists 
their  obligatoiy  legal  effect  They  were  binding  upon 
tfaic  conscience  of  man,  and  destined  to  regulate  his  con- 


duct in  a  state  of  nature.  They  were  to  individuals,  io  m 
state  of  nature,  what  the  laws  of  nature  now  are  to  na- 
tions. But  their  adoption  and  recognition  by  civil  so- 
ciety, superadded  to  their  natural,  a  legal  obligation  ;  and 
the  legfal  obligation  of  every  rule  of  law  or  equity,  in  znj 
State,  results  nom  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign,  leg^aktivo 
power  of  that  State,  in  the  Ucit,  or  express  adoptum,  or 
recogpiition  of  it.  No  rule  or  principle  can  acquire  the 
/orce  of  municipal  law,  from  any  other  source.  A  man 
inay  learn  in  England,  or  at  Rome,  or  Venice,  the  rela- 
tions of  things,  and  the  resulting  principles  of  fitness  ; 
but  to  give  those  principles  the  force  of  law  in  any  state* 
requires  the  legislative  sanction  of  the  sovereign  power 
of  that  state.  And  herein,  Mr.  President,  lies  the  differ- 
ence between  free  and  vassal  states.  Free  states  appro- 
priate, by  legislative  sanction,)  those  universal  rules  and 
principles  of  equity  and  justice,  and  use  them  as  their 
own.  Vassal  states  are  regulated  b^  laws  enacted  or 
adopted  for  them  by  others.  Now,  sir,  the  jurisdiction 
of  courts  of  equity,  is  employed  in  administering  justice 
in  special  cases,  or  in  certain  classes  of  cases,  wnich  the 
laws  cannot,  owing  to  the  judicial  machinery,  in  their  or- 
dinary operation,  reach  and  explore.  Those  cases,  or 
classes  of  cases,  were  not,  more  than  the  ordinaiy  cases, 
without  their  obligatoiy  rules  and  piinciples.  Like  all 
the  common  cases,  decided  in  the  ordinary  course  of  ad- 
judication, they  were  subject,  in  common  with  them,  to 
the  ordinary  rules  and  principles  of  equity  ;  but  they 
were'  special,  and  the  operation  of  those  prindpies  was 
general.  The  general  principles  could  not  be  applied  to 
the  special  cases,  or  classes  of  cases,  for  the  want  of  a 
iudicial  medium.  Such  was  the  case  in  England,  and 
hence  her  Chancer}'  Courts  for  the  trial  of  that  descrip* 
tion  of  cases.  But  those  cases,  when  tried  in  chanceiy, 
were  decided  by  the  same  rules  and  principles  of  equity^ 
by  which  the  ordinary  cases  were  decided  in  the  law 
courts.  The  manner  of  examining  and  trying  the  cases 
was  different,  in  the  different  courts  ;  but  the  rules  and 
principles  of  decision  were  the  same  in  both  courts. 
The  object  in  botli  courts  was  the  same.  It  was  to  do 
justice.  The  rules  and  principles  of  decision  were  tbe 
same.  And  th^re  never  would,  have  been  a  court  of 
chancery  in  England,  had  it  not  been  for  the  inaptitude 
of  the  judicial  system  of  that  countiy,  and  of  the  rulea 
of  tlie  common  law,  to  the  trial  of  the  special  cases  which 
1  have  named.  But,  sir,  does  this  inaptitude  exist  in  any 
of  the  States  in  which  there  are  no  Courts  of  Chancery  ^ 
The  very  non-existence  of  those  Courts,  in  those  States* 
is  an  evidence  that  it  docs  not — is  an  evidence  that,  un- 
der the  existing  la>»s,  full  and  complete  justice  can  be 
done  in  every .  case  ;  and  full  and  complete  justice  is 
the  equity  of  every  case. 

Mr.  President,  I  should  not  have  dwelt  so  long  on 
this  part  of  the  subject,  if  the  gentleman  liad  not  made  it 
the  subject  of  his  most  elaborate  efforts ;  if  he  had  not* 
by  his  manner,  seemed  to  indicate  that  he  was  occupying 
a  region  which  abounded  in  mysteries,  scarcely  known  to 
any  but  himself;  a  region, the  Delphic  dutiea  of  which  he 
.seemed  to  think  belonged  to  himself.  Thinking  that 
there  really  was  no  mystery  in  the  matter,  except  that 
produced  by  the  mysterious  operation  of  his  own  mind  ' 
upon  it,  I,  perhaps,  in  turn,  have  been  a  little  too  elabo- 
rate. But,  sir,  having  a  strong  conviction  that  there 
should,  in  the  laws  and  political  machinery  of  a  Repub- 
lic, be  nothing  eitlier  mysterious  in  its  nature,  orHntncate 
in  its  contexture,  I  have  been  led  into  a  detailed  argu- 
ment, which  I  fear  may  have  been  thought  by  some  te- 
dious. Yet,  surely,  sir,  when  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion is  considered,  I  shall  be  pardoned.  We  have  been 
contending  at  the  boundary  line  which  separates  the 
legislative  from  the  judicial  power,  and  at  the  line  which 
separates  the  National,  and  the  State  jurisdictions.  Sir, 
the  moment  you  permit  either  of  these  lines  to  bMrun* 
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Fkb.  22,  25,  1828.] 


TJie  late  General  Brown. 


[SENATE. 


scended  or  obliterated,  we  are  g^one.  There  is  no- 
thmg  left  worth  contcndinjy  for — consolidation  en- 
sues, Jind  a  splendid  Empire  will  but  point  to  a 
\vretche<l  and  enslaved  People.     But,  while  the  People 


less,  and  no  longper  able  to  supply  it.  But,  after  having"  com- 
mitted these  beloved  objects  of  hiB  affection  to  that  Al- 
mighty Power  which  hatl  hitherto  protected  them,  hia 
thoughts  mcessantly  turned  to  his  country — to  that  coun- 


continue  to  make  and  understand  their  laws,  to  use  none  try  which  he  had  so  faithfully  and  auccessfidly  served,  for 
that  they  do  not  niike,  and  hold  to  strict  responsibility  |  which  he  had  bled,  and  for  which,  as  he  believed,  he  had 
those  who  administer  them,  they  are  safe,  and  will  be  given  his  life.  He  spoke  with  raptures  of  her  happiness, 
h.ippy.  Sir,  I  can  have  no  objection  to  a  reconsideration  '  of  hei*  exalted  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
of  this  question.  I  do  not  want  the  bill  to  pass,  unless  it  |  her  glorious  destinies  ;  and  almost  bis  lasi  sigh  was  breath- 
has  the  approbation  of  a  majority  of  this  body.  The  Se-  J  ed  for  her  continued  prosperity.  Such,  sir,  said  Mr.  II. 
nator  from  New  York,  Mr.  Vav  Btren]  and  the  Senator  j  was  the  man,  in  life  and  in  death,  for  whose  memory  I  ask 
from  Delaware,  [Mr.  .McF.ane]  have  each  acted  towards  ( the  tribute  of  respect  contained  in  the  resolutions  which 
me,  in  the  progress  of  this  bdl,  with  a  generosity  and  .  I  now  siibmit  : 

magnanimity  which  commands  my  respect  an<l  demands  I  «*  Retohed,  That  the  Senate  have  leartfcd,  with  deep 
my  acquiescence  in  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration.  !  regret,  tlie  death  of  Major  General  Jacob  Brown,  tho 
Those  gentlemen,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  both  opposed  to  |  late  Commanding  General  of  the  Army,  and  the  distin- 
the  bill,  but  for  reasons  infinitely  moro  plausible  than  I  guished  leader  in  the  glorious  battles  of  Chippewa,  Nia» 
those  urgetl  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  I  shall 
tlierefore  assent  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  question, 
and  to  any  modification  of  the  bill  which  may  be  more 
:up"ee:iblc  to  the  Senate,  and  does  not  confer  on  the  Judges 
the  rigiu  to  mukc  rules — ^to  th.it,  I  never  will  consent. 

Mr.  TAZKWRLl.  followed,  in  opposition  to  the  recon- 
sideration:    To  whom  Mr.  UOWAN  briefly  answered. 

Mr.  WF.BSTKK  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  KO WAN. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  agreed  to. 


FniDAT,  FeuarARX  22,  1821. 
*  [No  business  was  transactCvl  this  day  to  gpive  rise  to  de- 
bate.] 


Monday,  FEBarART  25,  1S28. 
THE  LATE  GENEIIAL  BHOWN. 
Mr.  HARRISON,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs- of  the  Senate,  fose  and  said  ;  I  rise,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, to  perform  a  most  painful  duty — that  of  announc- 
ing the  death  of  Major  General  Jacob  Ilnjowx,  the  dlstin-  |  hy  General  Brown.  But  it  was  a  new  thing  for  the  Senate 
guished  commanding  General  of  our  armv.  He  died  yes-  '  to  PT^  »nto  mourning  on  sucli  an  occasion.  Othergencral 
tenJay,  in  this  citv,  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock.  1  am  I  officers  had  died  without  any  such  expression  of  respect  \ 
aware,  Mr.  l'resident,ihat,  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  of  *"<l  ^^  «*«!  not  think  it  was  proper  to  commence  such  a 
this  kind,  something  like  an  eulogium  upon  the  character  |  practice  at  this  time.  He  could  not  oppose  the  resolutions  j 


gara,  and  Erie,  in  the  late  war. 

"  Resolved,  That,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  deceased 
Gencnd,  the  members  of  the  Senate  will  wear  the  accus- 
tomed badge  of  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

*•  Resolved,  That,  if  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
cur, the  Senate  will,  in  conjunction  with  the  lIotMe  of 
Representatives,  attend  the  'funeral  of  Major  General 
Brown,  on  Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock."  • 

..Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  first  part  of  the  ' 
resolution.     He  thought  it  would  establish  a  bad  prece- 
dent, to  go  into  mourning  for  any  individual  other  than  a 
member. 

>Ir.  HARRISON  expressed  his  regret,  that  his  friend 
from  Maryland  should  oppose  the  resolution  offered  by 
him.  That  gentleman  was  so  distinguished  for  his  liber- 
ality of  sentiment,  and  his  high  sense  of  the  services  of 
meritorious  public  officers,  lie  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
not  persist  in  his  objections. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  cf  Md.  observed,  that  no  man  was  more 
sensible  than  himself,  of  the  eminent  services  performed 


and  actions  of  the  hero,  whose  loss  we  deplore,  might  be 
expected.  At  all  times  unequal  to  such  a  (ask,  T  am  par- 
ticularly unfitted  for  it  at  this  moment.  Besides,  what 
could  I  say  of  General  Brown,  that  is  not  already  known  ? 
His  best  eulogium  would  be  found  in  a  recital  of  his  bril- 
liant achievements,  and  with  these  every  Senator  present 
is  faniUiar.  We  all  recollect,  sir,  with  what  thrilling 
anxiety  our  attention  was  turned  towai-ds  the  Niagara 


an  I  he  had  no  disposition  to  do  so  ;  but  he  thought  they 
would  be  better  without  the  second  clause.  It  was  all  the 
Senate  could  consistently  do,  to  say  that  General  Brown 
deser\'e8  the  thanks  of  his  cotmtry  \  and  that  the  Senate 
lament  his  decease  ;  and  that  they  will  attend  h*is  funeral 
on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  expressed  his  high  opinion  of  the 
great  merit  and  services  of  General  Brown.     He  thought. 


frontier,  in  the  late  war,  when  it  was  announced  that  an  t  however,  that,  when  a  military  man  died,  it  was  an  appro- 


oflficcr  of  acknowledged  bravery  indeed,  but  without  mi 
litary  etlucatjon,  and  with  limited  militar)'  experience, 
had  been  placed  at  the  heail  of  our  Army.  We  must  also 
recc>llect  with  what  joy  and  gratitude  to  Heaven,  we  heard 
of  his  first  brilliant  exploit,  rapidly  followed  by  a  scctmd, 
and  with  what  perfect  confidence  we  then  relied,  that  the 
final  result  would  be  such  as  it  was — eminently  glorious 
to  himself,  his  army,  and  his  country.  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.  1 
will  turn  from  this  scene  to  one  of  a  different  character. 


priate  ceremony  to  bury  him  with  the  honors  of  war.  He 
thought  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  it  was  a 
new  thing  for  the  Senate  to  go  into  mourning  on  the  oc- 
casion. He  believed  such  a  method  of  expressing  regret 
<br  the  death  of  a  military  man,  was  not  countenanced  by 
the  legislative  bodies  of  any  country.  He  should,  there- 
fore, be  forced  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  if  he  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tion, he  wished  the  reason   to  be  understood.     He  wm 


but  not  less  interesting,  and  eminently  calculated  to  shew  |  averse,  to  the  precedent  which  would  be  established  by 


the  ruling  passion  of  his  soul,  at  a  moment  when  there 
can  be  no  deception,  no  affecialion  of  that  which  is  not 
real.  It  was  the  gootl  fortune  of  General  Brown  to  be  sur- 
iK)undcd  on  his  death  bed  by  a  large  family.  A  wife,  who 
was  entitled  to  all  his  tenderness  ;  and  children,  who  just- 
ly merited  his  affectioiu  In  ruch  a  scene,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion,  it  may  well  be  supposed  that  his  mind  would  be 
turned  with  intense  anxiety  upon  the  future  fate  of  ob- 
jects so  justly  dear  to  him  ;  and  such  was  the  fact.  He 
knew  that  the  head  which  had  directed  them,  m  ould  be 
s(U)n  cold  ;  the   hand  from   whicli  alone  they  received 


resolving  to  wear  mourning  for  a  military  man.  The  case 
of  General  Washington  was  no  parallel  with  the  present. 
He  was  the  saviour  of  his  country-^hc  had  been  at  the 
head  of  its  Executive — and  lived  in  peace,  as  in  war,  the 
first,  most  virtuous  man  of  the  age.  At  his  death  the 
whole  country  was  plunged  in  mouring  ;  and  it  wis  con- 
sistent that  the  Legislative  bodies  should  wear  the  badge. 
He  wasr  averse  to  voting  against  this  resolution,  because 
i  he  regretted  the  death  of  Gen.  Brown,  and  sympathized 
with  the  feelings  of  his  family.  He  wished  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  resolution,  which  declares  that  the  Senate  will 


thcu-  daily '8iipi)oit,  woull,  in  a  few  short  hour:*,  be  life-    ffo  "^t"  mourning,  might  be  withdrawn  ?  as  he  thought  a 

vdt.  rv.— «i  •  ' 
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[Fkb.  27,  28,  29,  1828. 


hoisage  of  this  kind  to  a  military  man,  would  assimilate  us 
too  much  to  a  despotic  Government.  In  every  other  case, 
the  members  of  each  separate  profession  bestowed  these 
honors  on  their  deceased  companions.  The  members  of 
the  bar  wore  mourning  for  one  of  their  fraternity  ;  and 
Legislative  bodies  did  the  same.  Tlie  Army,  he  believ- 
ed, went  on  the  same  principle  »  and  there  it  ought  to 
•top.  He  did  not  wish  to  encourage  any  practice  whiqh 
should  take  the  shape  of  idolatry,  for  services,  however 
great.  He  was  sorry  that  he  felt  constrained  to  make 
these  remarks.  He  honored  General  Brown  in  every  sta- 
tion ;  he  lamented  his  death  ;  and  in  every  consistent  man- 
ner he  was  retfdy  to  testify  his  respect  for  his  character, 
and  his  memory.  Nothing  was  farther  from  him,  than  to 
treat  with  disrespect  the  feelings  of  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, with  whom  he  sincerely  sympathized. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  resolu- 
tions, as  related  to  the  Senate  wearing  mourning. 

Mr.  HARRISON  acceded  to  such  a  modification,  and 
the  resolutions  having  been  so  amended,  were  agreed  to. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  other  House,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  three  from  ea9h  House,  to  make 
arrangemenss  for  the  funeral  of  the  laie  General  Brown, 
'  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

WcDirssDAY,  Fbbrvart  27,  1828. 
Both  Houses  of  Congress  this  day  attended  the  fune- 
ral of  General  Brown. 


Thurssat,  Fsbbvart  28, 1828. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Re9oivedt  That  the  office  of  Major  General  of  the  Army 
of  thQ  United  States  is  unnecessary,  and,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  abolished  ;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  abolishing  said  office  accordingly. 
JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  the  Se- 
nate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish Judicial  process  in  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union 
since  the  year  1789. 

Mr.  KANE  oftered  several  amendments. 

Mr.  ROWAN  inquired  whether  they  were  in  order  ? 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  they  were  not  in  order {  but 
thai  the  gentleman  might  attain  bis  object  by  a  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  La.  made  a  few  remarks,  and  the 
CHAIR  remarked,  that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  move 
any  amendment  which  would  strike  out  any  part  of  the 
bill  adopted  at  a  former  period,  but  that  any  proviso 
might  be  added  to  it. 

Mr.  KANE  then  moved  an  addition  to  the  bill,  giving 
the  power  to  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  to  alter  and 
modify  the  rules  o(  the  State  Court?,  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  to  fhune  new  rules  from  time  to  time,  &c. 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  so  as  to  restrict  this  power  to 
"  matters  of  form  only:"  Which  was  agreed  to— 19  to  12. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  and 
tbs  bill  passed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  few  moments  after  the  last  vote  was  taken,  Mr. 
WEBSTER  rose  and  said,  that,  when  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  adopted,  he 
was  absent)  but  as  he  understood  that  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape  would  operate  upon  all  the  States,  he  should  move 
to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He 
-  thought  its  provisions  ought  to  be  so  framed  as  to  suit  the 
purposes  of  all;  and  as  the  decision  upon  such  questions 
belonged  peculiarly  to  that  committee,  this  bill  ought  to 
be  once  more  referred  to  it.  The  bill  had  gone  through 
various  forms^  and,  in  that  iii  which  it  now  appeared,  he 


could  not  vote  for  it,  however  anxious  he  might  be  for 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  wotdil  give  to  the 
new  States  the  process  promised  by  this  bill.  But  he 
cuuld  not  support  it  while  it  proposed  an  innovation  upon 
the  Judicature  of  the  old  States,  with  which,  in  reality,  it 
ought  to  have  nothing  to  do.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
this  matter,  made  complex  by  the  various  motions  in 
relation  to  it,  would  be  again  submitted  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  HAYNE  inquired  whether  the  motion  to  recommit 
was  in  ortler.  The  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  until  it  had  been  read  a  third  time,  he  thought 
it  was  not  in  order  to  move  its  recommit^nent. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that  in  strict  parliamentaiy  rule,  the 
motion  was  not  in  order;  but  it  had  been  always  the  prac- 
tice to  accede  to  a  motion  to  recommit,  when  not  opposed 
by  a  Senator. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  he  was  averse 
to  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  because  it  would  doubtless 
be  lost,  if  persisted  jn.  The  bill  was  framed  for  the  new 
States,  and  for  them  only.  If  the  old  States  were  left  as 
they  were,  they  woidd  be  satisfied,  and  he  knew  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  be  interfered  with.  If  they  were  so 
interfered  with,  the  members  from  the  old  States  would 
vote  against  the  bill,  and  it  would  probably  fail. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that,  if  the  gentleman  firom  S.  Caro^ 
lina  objected  to  the  motion,  it  would  be  considered  out  of 
order.  In  that  case,  the  gentleman  from  Massachiuietts 
could  move  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  by  which  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engfrossed. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  made  no  objection  to  the  motion, 
and  had  spoken  merely  on  the  supposition  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  rules. 

Mr.  ROWAN  observed,  that  he  should  object  to  the 
motion.  He  had  no  fear  that  the  bill  would  be  endan- 
gered by  opposing  it,  as  the  Senate  had  twice  decided  in 
favor  of  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  and  it  had  once  been 
objected,  at  an  early  stag^,  that  the  old  States  were  not 
included. 

Mr.  BRURtEN  considered  it  an  error,  that  all  the  old 
States  were  satisfied  with  the  present  judicial  proces>s. 
I  It  was  also  a  misapprehension  to  suppose  that  this  bill 
f  would  be  otherwipe  than  inconvenient,  or  that  it  would 
I  remedy  the  evils  now  complained  of.  To  confine  the  ex- 
I  ercisc  by  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  of  the  revising 
power,  to  **  maiieraoffurm  only"  would,  in  a  great  de- 
gree prevent  the  Federal  jurisdiction  of  the  Saprrme 
Court.  The  power  to  prescribe  rules  for  their  own  courts 
had  been  hitherto  given  to  the  Federal  Judges,  under 
certain  limitations;  and  it  could  not  be  confined  to  forms 
alone,  without  doing  serious  injury. 

Mr.  KANE  said,  that  he  should  vote  for  the  recommit- 
ment, as  the  amendment  oflTered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  seemed  to  him  inexpedient  and  improper. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  recommitting  the  bill 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  23  to  16. 


Fridat,  Febritart  29,  1828. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr  HARRISON  had  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of  the 
late  Maj.  Gen.  Brown;  which  was  read  twice,by  unanimous 
consent,  and  refeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

OFFICE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  CHAND- 
LER, to  abolish  the  office  of  Major  Genend  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  was  considered 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  he  fully  believed  the  office 
of  Major  General  was  not  necessary-  in  the  present  state 
of  our  Army.  This  was  no  new  opinion,  but  had  long 
been  entertained  by  him.  In  the  year  1821,  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  other  House  to  fix  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment ;  and  a  vote  of  the  House  was  Uken  on  the 
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Fbb.  39,  1828.] 


Offixt  of  Major  General. 


[SENATE. 


question  of  retaining  one  Brigadier  General,  and  decided 
in  &Tor  of  it  by  a  large  majority.  But  the  friends  of  Ge- 
neral Brown  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  and  had 
sufficient  influence  to  succeed,  and  thereby  ensure  hisre- 
tention  in  the  service.  Mr.  C  said  he  was  not  easily  irt- 
duced  to  second  the  views  of  the  tHends  of  General  Brown ; 
but  he  did  eventually  vote  for  the  amendment  providing 
for  one  Major  General  and  two  Brigadier  Generals.  He 
had  after  regretted  the  vote  he  then  gave,  and  had  deter- 
mined, on  the  first  occasion  that  might  offer,  by  the  va- 
cancy  of  the  office,  to  move  to  abolish  the  office  of  Major 
General,  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  a  feeling  of  gratitude 
to  General  Brown,  and  not  the  sober  judgment  of  Con- 1 
gress,  had  retained  him  in  the  office.  One  Brigadier  Ge- 1 
neral  was,  he  thought,  sufficient  for  the  present  condition 
and  wants  of  our  Army.  There  would  be  two  Brigadier 
Generals  left  after  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Major  Ge- 
neral, and  they  would  be  able  to  do  all  the  duties  which 
could  be  required  or  needed  from  a  Major  General  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace.  The  measure  would  also  be  a 
saving  to  the  country  of  a  considerable  annual  sum. 

Mr.  HARRISON  observed  that,  until  this  morning,  he 
had  not  been  aware  of  the  tenor  of  tlie  resolution  offered 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  He  had  sup- 
posed that  it  was  in  the  general  form  of  resolutions  for  an 
inquiry.  On  the  contrary,  he  found  it  to  be  an  imperative 
direction  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Major  General. 
The  ordinary  course  was,  to  refer  all  such  matters  to  a 
committee,  which  would  investigate  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  carrying  into  effect  the  measures  proposed, 
and  make  a  detailed  report  to  the  Senate  of  all  the  circunt- 
stances  relating  to  the  subject,  and  probable  effects  of  its 
adoption.  In  its  preseitt  aspect,  the  resolution  met  with 
his  decided  disapprobation.  It  was  well  known  that,  be- 
sides the  Major  General,  for  whose  death  so  much  regret 
was  now  felt,  there  were  three  Major  Generals  by  Brevet. 
If  the  object  of  the  resolution  went  no  farther  than  to  re- 
fuse to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  General 
Brown,  it  would,  in  fact,  not  make  the  change  anticipated 
by  the  gentleipan  from  Maine.  Each  officer  would  take 
his  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  as  pointed  out  by  the  pre- 
sent regulations.  If  economy  was,  therefore,  the  object, 
the  resolution  would  not  compass  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  offered. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  his  object  was  to  abolish 
the  office  altogether.  He  would,  however,  go  farther, 
and  endeavor,  by  some  additional  provisions,  to  avoid  the 
effects  predicted  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  that  the  whole  object  ought  to  be 
embraced  in  one  bill,  as  it  could  be  more  conveniently 
considered  when  taken  up  entire,  than  when  tlie  details 
were  separated.  He  wished  to  look  at  the  whole  of  the 
projected  change  at  once.  To  speak,  however,  of  that 
which  had  been  proposed  by  the  present  resolution,  it 
was  a  well  known,  as  it  was  a  universal  practice,  where 
vacancies  occurred,  to  fill  them  with  the  officer  next  in 
rank.  This  would  be  the  case-  in  the  present  instance. 
The  oldest  Brigadier  General  would  take  the  situation  va- 
cated by  General  Brown.  Another  Brigadier  General 
would  succeed  to  the  oldest.  I'he  senior  Colonel  would 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier,  and  so  on,  through 
all  the  surbordinate  ranks  of  the  army.  There  would  be 
no  economy  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  if  it  pass* 
ed  into  a  law,  we  sho\ild  have  officers  in  precisely  the 
same  places,  doing  the  same  duty,  and  drawing  the  same 
pay.  Although  a  nominal  change  would  be  effected,  it 
would  not  be  a  real  one,  so  far  as  the  object  of  the  gentle- 1 
man  from  Maine  extended.  There  were  other  objections 
to  the  measure,  which  he  had  now,  scarcely  tirhe  to  de- 
monstrate to  the  Senate .  The  present  establishment  was 
supposed  to  be  a  permanent  one.  Us  effects  upon  the 
condition  of  the  army  had  been  highly  salutary,  and  he 
believed  that  it  was  popular.    The  system  was  most  tho- 


roughly sustained,  by  historical  facts  and  experience.  It 
was  necessary  that  every  army  should  have  a  Command- 
ing General.  By  no  other  plan  of  command  could  unity 
of  design  and  action  be  ensured:  for  in  military  affairs 
especially,  was  the  direction  of  one  head  required.  There 
had  been  memorable  instances  of  defeat  fiwm  an  opposite 
state  of  things,  which  must  be  familiar  to  the  minds  of  all 
who  have  become  conversant  with  military  historv.  A  case 
in  point  was  the  fulure  of  the  French  army  in  the  Penin- 
sula, which  is  attributed  by  a  judicious  historian  to  the 
want  of  a  commander-in-chief.  The  French  forces  were 
commanded  by  several  distinguished  officers,  of  equal 
rank,  whose  operations  wanted  consistency,  and  were, 
therefore,  rendered  ineffectual.  On  the  other  hand. 
Lord  Wellington,  having  the  supreme  command*  gave  to 
his  movements  that  unity  of  purpose,  and  direction  of  all 
his  forces  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  to  which  his 
operations  were  turned,  that  g^ve  him  a  decided  advan- 
tage. The  same  error  caused  much  evil  in  our  first  cam- 
paign on  tlie  frontier  of  Canada,  during  the  last  war.  It 
would  ever  be  so;  and,  to  prevent  aimilar  embarrassments, 
the  present  system  had  been  considered  effectual.  The 
fact  of  the  existence  of  peace  did  not  alter  the  principle. 
The  Army  was  organized  with  a  view  to  a  state  of  war.  * 
It  was,  in  its  present  state,  a  skeleton,  representing  the 
outlines  of  its  form  in  a  period  of  hostility,  which  were  to 
be  filled  up  when  a  period  of  actual  service  should  arrive. 
The  grand  principles  of  its  formation  were  drawn  from 
the  position  in  which  it  would  he  necessary  to  place  it  in 
time  of  war.  It  could  hardly  be  proper  to  calculate  upon 
the  continuation  of  the  present  state  of  things.  He  Was 
not  sure  that  the  world,  as  it  now  existed,  promised  per- 
petual peace.  While  there  existed  a  possibility  tltat  a 
state  of  war  might  exist,  it  was  prudent  to  retain  so  much 
of  an  oi-ganized  army  as  would  ensure  that  our  prepara- 
tions to  meet  it,  should  itaiiive,  may  not  be  disconcerted. 
The  present  system  compassed  tliis  design,  and  went  no 
farther,  and  he,  therefore,  considered  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  altered.  He  was  desirous  that  the  resolution  might 
be  made  in  the  form  of  an  enquiry,  when  facts  and  argu- 
ments could  be  produced  to  the  Senate,  wliich  would  ma- 
terially assist  in  coming  to  a  right  and  proper  decision. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  understood  the  ob- 
iect  of  the  resolution  to  be  to  abolish  whatever  related  to 
the  office  of  Major  General.  He  dissented  from  tlie  Se- 
nator from  Ohio,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  measure. 
Every  officer,  in  case  it  should  go  into  effect,  would  re- 
main in  the  present  rank,  until  promoted  by  tl)e  due 
courae,  which  was  the  nomination  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  Without 
this  process,  the  Vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  General 
Brown  would  remain  without  an  incumbent.  Nor  did  the 
death  of  this  officer  make  a  regular  routine  of  promotions 
a  matter  of  course.  The  President  might  nominate  some 
citizen  to  fill  the  office,  as  in  the  case  of  Genertd  Brown, 
and  of  General  Jackson,  who  were  taken  from  the  Peo- 
ple. The  President  was  not  bound  to  promyte  the  Bri- 
gadier  Generals.  He  did  not  think  the  rank  of  Major 
General  necessary,  and  he  knew  wel)  the  reason  for  re- 
taining in  the  service  the  Briadier  Generals  afler  the 
war.  They  liad  done  great  service  during  the  war,  rfhd 
the  country  felt  too  much  gratitude  for  those  services  to 
allow  them  to  be  turned  off.  it  was  not  that  they  were 
needed  to  command  our  little  Army  of  6000  men.  There 
seenned  to  him  no  difficulty  in  the  question.  The  office 
was  not  required  by  the  existing  sUte  of  things;  and  he 
should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  his  object  was  to  test  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate  as-to  the  abolition  of  the  office  of 
Major  General.  It  was  not  necessary  for  this  purpone  to 
send  the  resolution  to  a  Committee.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  at  to  the  effect  of  the 
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meaaure.  He  saw  no  inconvenience  that  cotiUl  arise 
from  il.  The  practice  had  been  changed  by  the  act  of 
1821,  so  that  the  ondersof  the  Department,  instead  of  go- 
ing through  the  hands  of  the  Adjutant  General,  passed 
first  through  the  hands  of  General  Drown.  No  inconve- 
nience could  arise  from  striking  ofJ'  the  ofRce,  and  he 
was  not  convinced  that  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  as  to  the  economy  of  the  measure,  was  correct. 
Mr.  H  AYNE  observed,  that  it  was  the  usage  to  appoint 
a  committee,  consisting  of  men  most  conversant  with  mil- 
itary affairs,  to  whom  all  questions  on  the  subject  were 
referred,  as  it  seemed,  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  and  Ohio,  who  now  differed  so  widely 
on  the  subject,  were  members,  and  it  was  certaluly  ex- 
pedient to  refer  the  resolution  totlieir  investigation.  The 
proposition  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Maine,  was,  he  appre- 
pended,  a  departure  from  the  rules  of  the  Senate;  and, 
he  thought,  would  produce  much  embarrassment,  if  per- 
sisted in.  There  were  many  considerations  which  would 
most  appropriately  occupy  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
and  which  ought  to  be  examined  before  the  Senate  passed 
upon  the  resolution.  They  must  enquire  what  the  effect 
of  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Major  General  would  be 
upon  the  Brevet  Generals,  and  upon  the  Army,  and  its 
discipline.  Upon  these,  and  many  other  questions  which 
haturally  presented  themselves,  and  which  could  not  be 
settled  in  a"  partial  or  hurried  investigation,  he  wished 
the  committee  might  deliberate  and  report.  He  found 
an  additional  reason  for  wishing  tlie  reference  from  the 
diversity  of  opinion  that  had  been  shown  by  the  two  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Militar>'  Committee.  They  are  totally  at 
^-ariance  in  their  opinions  of  the  operation  of  the  measure, 
and  others,  who  are  not  so  well  versed  in  military  affairs, 
may  well,  under  such  circumstances,  ask  for  informulion. 
Let  us,  therefore,  send  the  resolution  to  the  Military 
Committee,  that  these  gentlemen  may  meet  c?ic!}  other, 
Investigate  the  whole  subject,  compare  their  views,  and 
report  whetiierit  is  expedient  to  abolish  Brevet  rank  aito- 


Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that,  in  answer  to  bin  remarks, 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  stated  that  his  objects  were 
solely  the  abolition  of  the  ofTice  of  Major  General,  and 
to  save  the  amount  of  tliat  officer's  pay.  But  Mr.  H.  felt 
well  assured  that  the  measure  would  not  save  a  dollar. 
His  friend  from  Maryland  had  mistaken  his  remarks  as  to 
the  manner  of  promotion.  He  did  not  say,  that,  if  an 
officer  was  killed,  the  next  in  command  succeeded  to  his 
rank.  He  had  intended  to  say'that  he  did  succeed  to  his 
command  as  completely  as  if  he  had  bis  commission  in  his 
pocket.  He  could  not  suppose  that  a  good  reason  could 
be  adduced  agulnst  referring  the  resolution  to  the  MiJitaiy 
Qommittee.  They  would  report  the  facts,  and  give  a 
statement  of  the  probable  effect  of  flic  resolution.  lie 
had  no  other  anxiety  on  the  subject,  but  ai«  far  as  its  de- 
cision would  operate  upon  the  discipline  of  the  Army  and 
the  expectations  of  the  People.  There  could  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  reference ;  because  any  gcntlernkn  could 
ha\e  a;j  opportunity  of  exprtss'ng  himself  when  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  came  up.  He  would  assure  the 
Senate  that  there  was  enough  to  be  said,  and  to  be  deve- 
loped on  this  subject,  which  could  not  be  done  in  a  casuul 
debate,  to  render  it  a  fit  subject  for  a  reference.  He, 
therefore.hoped  the  gentleman  from  Maine  would  accede 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  there  appeared  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Senate  a  giVkt  difliculty  i,,  deciding 
vl>cthcr  the  office  cf  Major  General  wus  nect.isury  or 
not.  For  his  own  part  he  did  not  think  an  investigation 
by  a  Committee  necessary  ;  and  was  opposed  to  it,  not 
only  because  the  question  couU  be  as  wel!  settled  in  the 
Senate,  but  for  the  reason  tl)at  the  session  hud  far  ad- 
vanced, and  many  Owlier  impnri;uit  subiccls  were  yet  to 
be  acted  upon,  which  might  interfere  with  this  rcsofution, 
if  it  should  be  referred. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail,  because  the  discussion  of  the  question  could  as 
well  take  place  now  asheieallcr.     The  subject  had,  in 


gather,  or  whether  the  country  will  be  served  by  abolibh- 1  former  times,  been  thoroughly  debated.     After  the  war. 


ing  the  office  of  Major  General. '  When  this  is  done,  the 
Senate  will  be  prepared  to  act  understanding^  on  tl»e 
■ubject.  With  these  views,  he  was  in  favor  of  referring 
the  resolution  to  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  MACON  said  he  thought  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  mistaken.  He  believed  the  rule  was 
to  settle  the  principle  of  any  question  first  in  the  Senate, 
and  then  to  send  it  to  a  committee  to  settle  the  details. 
He  alluded  to  some  instances  of  this  in  former  legislation. 
As  to  the  project  itself,  it  met  with  his  approbation.  Jle 
believed,  if  a  nation  went  to  war,  it  was  bad  to  have  too 
many  high  officers.  They  were  not  generally  the  men 
who  did  the  most  for  the  glory  of  the  Army.  By  whom, 
said  Mr.  M.  were  your  great  exploits  performed. during 
the  last  war  ^—1  don't  mean  to  say  any  thing  against  th-e 
old  men — they  were  performed  by  men  in  the  vigor  of 
life,  and  full  of  ambition.  And  if  you  have  another  war, 
it  will  be  so  again.  There  was  always  about  an  equal 
share  of  military  talent  in  every  Army.  Times  of  peace 
did  not  call  out  that  kind  of  talent.  When  war  came,  the 
kind  of  character  jou  want  will  come  out,  nor  was  it  ne- 
cessary to  be  secknig  it  out  when  it  was  not  wanted.  In 
time  of  need,  militaiy  genius  will  always  show  itself  with- 
out its  being  necessary  to  search  after  it.  lie  was  in  fa- 
vor of  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  Genci-al,  and  thought 
it  not  necessary  that  it  should  be  submitted  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rose  to  move  an  amendment  of  tlic  reso- 
lution ;  but 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that,  with  tlie  permission  of  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  lie  would  offer  an  amendment 
which  he  had  committed  to  writing,  and  which  would  em- 
brace the  views  of  that  gentleman,  lie  th^n  moved  a 
substitute  to  the  resolution,  making  its  qbject  matter  of 
the  inquiry  of  the  Military  Committee,  to  report  upon  it 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 


the  subject  of  a  peace  establishment  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  Cungi'css.  The  number  of  men  to  be  retained  was 
fixed  by  different  pcraons  vurioualy,  from  10  to  20,000  ? 
the  former  number  was  fixed  upon.  Afterwards,  fn  1821, 
the  matter  was  again  discussed,  a  further  reduction  pro- 
posed, and  the  Army  was  brought  down  to  6,000,  and 
certain  officers  were  to  go  ofl'  the  list.  It  was  then 
argued  that  the  officere  could  not  Jic  dispensed  with  j 
that  their  nimibcrs  could  not  be  reduced  withojit  destroy- 
ing the  Army,  by  lessening  the  discipline  which  they  as- 
sisted to  keep  up.  Next  year,  however,  Mr.  Monroe,  in 
his  message,  stated  that  the  afTairs  of  the  Army  went  on 
well,  and  that  its  present  organi>(ation  was  .is  it  j»hould  be. 
It  was  well  known  tiiat  the  office  of  Major  General  wcultl 
not  have  been  retained  but  for  the  merit  of  the  incum- 
bent. He  had  fought  several  battles?  displayed  ^^rcat 
skill  ai.d  courag^e  j  and  was  unwilling  to  leave  tlie  ser- 
vice. To  retain  him,  therefore,  and  as  a  rewanl  for  his 
services,  he  was  made  Major  General.  GencralJackscn, 
who  was  willing  to  retire,  was  api)ointed  Governor  of 
Florida.  Thit  the  ofticc  was  viselcss,  he  never  had  a 
doubt.  In  the  days  of  Jcfierson  there  was  but  one  Bri- 
gadier General  retained  upon  the  peace  cslublifhnieiit. 
Nor  V.  as  there  any  greater  necessity  for  a  Major  Gencru.1 
now  than  then.  The  Army  was  at  piestnt  billeted 
about  in  parties  of  twenty  nien  in  a  place — the  whole 
consisting  of  but  .6,000— yet,  with  all  the  discipline, 
and  out  of  this  small  number,  by  the  documents,  it 
appeared  that  from  1,500  to  !?,000'dencrt<;d  every  year. 
He  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of  li.e  appointment  cf 
Genend  Brown  as  Major  General,  it  w.is  argued  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  commanding  officejs  at  tljc  Se;tt  of 
Government,  that  they  uiigljt  despatch  llic  oit'.ers  from 
the  department,  and  he  UirectK  in  cciitaet  witli  the  Go- 
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Voniment.  But  he  knew  not  one  advantage  that  had 
arinen  out  of  it.  Your  Army,  said  Mr.  ^a.,  is  overstocked, 
and  there  are  now,  in  this  mere  shadow  of  an  Army,  offi- 
cers enongli  for  one  of  50,000  men.  All  the  facts  were 
now  before  the  Senate.  Every  member  was  more  or  less 
acquainted  with  them.  •  He,  therefore,  thought  it  better 
to  let  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  express  their  views 
here.  Or,  if  Ibey  are  taken  off  their  guard  by  any  sud- 
den argument,  lei  tliem  ask  for  delay.  He  would  favor 
such  u  request.  He  wished  to  hear  the  views  of  gentle- 
men conversant  wiih  the  subject,  and  hoped  they  would 
express  them  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KEN  TON  was  of  opinion  that  the  decision  of  the 
Sen:itc,on  this  i  .^solution,  would  not  be  assisted  by  the  in- 
vestigation of  a  committee.  He  believed  its  discussion  in 
the  Senate  would  be  equally  productive  of  a  satisfactory 


members  to  form  a  decision  upon  the  subject.  This  mat^ 
ter  peculiarly  required  to  be  investigated  by  a  Committee, 
and  he  Ljped  it  would  be  referred. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  we  had  ha4  two  peace  establish- 
ments, and  in  each  there  had  been  a  Major  General.  How 
the  Senate  were,  by  the  gift  of  prophecy,  going  to  sup- 
pose the  effect  of  abolishing  the  office,  he  did  not  know. 
It  would  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  go  back  and 
make  inriuiiy  into  the  causes  for  the  creation  of  that  of- 
fice, and  report  the  result  of  their  inquiries.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He 
wished  to  have  the  facts.  It  could  not  be  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  was  afraid  to  trust  to  a  committee  of 
the  Senate  ;  and  if  not,  his  object  would  be  more  easily 
obtained  by  the  reference.  He  did  not  wish  to  vote  in  the 
dark.     It  was  a  very  important  sul^fect,  and  ought  to  be 


result.  Not  thinking,  however,  tliat  the  subject  could  be  acted  upon  with  caution  He  had  formerly  been  opposed 
decided  in  a  moment,  he  thought  the  resolution-  of  the  to  a  standing  army;  but  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether,  at 
gentleman  from  ;Muine  had  better  be  laid  over  until  ano-  this  time,  it  could  be  safely  increased  or  diminished.  The 
thcr  tlay.  With  this  view,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  ta-  |  subject  ought,  therefore,  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
ble  until  Monday  ?  but  observed  tiiat  he  would  withdraw  i  tary  Affairs. 

the  motion,  if  any  gentleman  desired  to  express  himself.  |      Mr.  TAZEWELL  remarked,  that  he  did  not  under- 
Mr.   HAUUISUN  said  he  hoped  that  a  decision  might  j  stand  the  reason  for  wishing  for  a  precipitate  decision 
first  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  tiic  gentleman  from  Geor-  i  The  gentleman  from  Maine  did  not  oppose  the  motion  of 


gia.     If  that  failed,  he  would  accede  to  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  with  jjleasure. 

Mr.  BEUKIEN  observed  th;a,  in  making  his  motion, 
he  had  been  actuated  by  a  wish  to  obtain  information  on 
a  subject  with  which  he  was  not  familiar.  Kc  had  heard 
nothing  in  this  debate  lo  alter  the  opinion  he  had  pre 


the  gentleman  from  Mis.souri  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  until  all  the  members  should  have  become  informed 
upon  the  subject.  But  it  is  said  that  it  is  proper  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  committee.  This  is  a  statement  to  which  ' 
a  doubt  may  be  started.  In  different  bodies  the  modes  of 
proceeding  are  different.     Had  this  resolution  been  in- 


viously  entertained,  or  to  enlighten  liim  on  the  subject,    troduced  in  such  a  body  as  the  House  of  Kepresentativca 

If  the  resoltition  was  refeired  to  the  Military  CqmmiUee,    It  would  have  been  committed — to  what  ? — To  the  Com- 

*     ■  '   "  '  '*' '        ''        '  ,  mittce  of  the   Whole,   because,  as  it  affects  the  whole 

I  country,  ever)'  member  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
J  hear  the  arguments  pro  and  con,  and  to  offer  his  opinion 
upon  it.  JBut  in  this  body,  said  Mr.  T ,  it  is  the  same 
thing  t(5  submit  a  subject  to  the  whole  Senate  as  in  the 
House  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  was 
the  reason  why  he  thought  the  resolution  should  be  laid 
on  the  table  until  every  member  was -satisfied  with  the 
opinion  he  should  have  formed  upon  it.  There  were  sub- 
jccts  of  great  importance,  which  ought  not  to  be  refeiTed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because  they  depend  upon 
facts  not  accessible  to  all  the  members,  and  which  could 
be  more  easily  obtained  by  a  standing  committee,  or  of 
which  the  members  might  be  in  possession.  But  was 
this  such  a  subject  >  The  questions  he  would  ask  were  : 
Dots  this  subject  interest  the  whole  country?— and  is  it 
necessary  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  to  obtain  the 
facts?  Now,  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  think  we  can  get  a«»  much 
information  in  the  Senate  as  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs.  Besides,  the  opinion  you  get  from  the  com- 
mittee is  but  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  its  members. 
You  do  not  hear  the  opinions  of  the  minority,  while,  if  ii 
v/as  discussed  in  the  Senate,  you  get  the  opinions  of  all. 
Therefore,  this  being  a  subject  which  hdereststhe  whole 
Union,  and  which,  in  the  other  House,  would  be  referred 


gentlemen  coincrsaiit  with  th.*  matter  would  be  able,  at 
a  futmv  day,  to  f;ive  inrormntiun  upon  which  it  would  be 
safe  to  decide.  With  a  desire  to  confine  the  Militryy  Es 
tablishment  within  the  nurrovvest  limits,  he  wislicd  to 
avoid  any  measure  which  should  operate  injuriously  uj)- 
on  tlic  usefulness  or  efficiency  of  the  Army.  He  would 
submit  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  allow  the  resolution  to  go  to  the  commii- 
tee,  to  afford  that  l<ght  upon  the  subject,  to  enable  the 
Senate  to  come  to  a  deliberate  decision,  and  enable  the 
Senators  to  examine  their  votes  on  the  subject,  with  sa- 
tisfaction, at  an  after  day.  He  should  Suppose  that  these 
c6nsideraiions  v.ould  operate  to  demonstrate  the  proprie- 
ty of  a  reference.  He  was  not  a  military  man,  but  was 
calletl  upon  to  perlorm  his  duty,  which  he  wished  to  do 
undcrstandingly. 

Mr.  IIAYNK  expressed  a  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Misf.ouri  w  ould  not  press  his  motion.  Should  the 
amendment  fail,  he  would  then  be  disposed  to  \'a\  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  If  tlie  Senate  was  favorable  to 
an  inquiry  by  t!ij  Committee  on  Military  Afflilrsj  it  ought 
to  be  JMiule  innnediatcly  :  and,  if  not,  a  delay  ought  to 
be  had,  and'tiie  subject  acted  on  llbcraUy.  Sonio  discus- 
sion has  arisen  on  the  eficct  of  the  measure.  But,  if  tlie 
office  sliould  be  abolished,  vvoidd  that  settle  Ihe  differ- 


ence between  the  two  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  !  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  the  subject  under 
whose  opinions  are  ut  utter  variance  ?  Oiic  says  that  it  |  consideration  can  as  well  be  understood  without  a  rcfer- 
will  removo  ih-.-  expense  of  the  pay  of  the  Major  Gene-  j  ence  to  a  select  committee  as  with,  he  was  in  favor  of  lay- 
ral,   and  thi:  otiier  says  thai  it  will  not  save  a  dollar  \  but  .  ing  it  on  the  table. 

that  a  ir.otio)i  will  take  pKicc  ihroiigh  all  the  grades  of  !  Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that,  when  the  report  should  be 
the  Arn;y.  Let  us  have  these  questions  examined,  and  |  brought  up,  there  would  be  ample  opportunity  for  discus- 
let  us  have  some  ground  to  act  upon.  If  it  can  be  demon-  i  sion,  so  that  the  minority  of  the  committee  would  have 
stratod  that  the  army  may  be  ivdiiced  from  a  division  to  j  an  opportunity  of  opposing  the  report.  Those  who  were 
a  br'.gadc,  I  ain  wiling  to  do  it.  But  1  wuiit,  in  the  first  |  unacquainted  witli  the  subject,  would  be  better  able  to 
place,  to  have  li.^ht  uin>ij  the  subject,  and  know  how  and  ,  understand  it  by  the  as.sistance  of  the  report.  He  was 
wf.y  to  act.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  geiitlensan  from  not  di  posed  now  to  discuss  the  matter.  But,  in  asking 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  M.vrov]  tliat  i)rincipic3  were  fii-st  for  infor.mation  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  he 
settled  in  the  Sennte,  and  liie  <!et:iils  afterwards  in  tlie  simply  desired  to  avoid  any  error  which  he  might  fall  into, 
Corv.nnttees,  therein  a  wide  diifcrence  betwern  cases,  if,  uninformed,  he  should  be  called  upon  to  give  his  vote! 
where  the  pri.io:[dj  is  to  h.i  settled  before  tlie  details,  If  the  Sena'.e  sliould  be  averse  to  the  reference,  he  wish- 
and  iJi'ise  \\\  wiiicii  fuels  are  lo  be  exph'ined,  to  enable  :  ed  to  record  his  vo'.e  in  favor  of  obtaining  that  informs- 
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tion,  without  which,  ke  must  feel  doubtful  what  course  to 
take.  He,  therefore,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  amend. 

The  call  being  sustained,  the  questicm  was  taken  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

MoxuAT^  March  3,  1828. 
ON  THE  PUBUC  DEBT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  submitted 
bv  him  on  the  26th  ult. 
'  **  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  he  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  whether  any  error  has  occurred  in  thq  con- 
struction of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  •*  «in 
act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  pultlic  debt^**  passed 
the  third  day  of  March,  1817,  in  reference  to  the  amount  of 
surplus  revenue  to  be  retained  in  the  Treasury?  and,  if  so, 
to  report  an  amendment  for  restoring  the  section  to  its 
true  intent  and  meaning. 

*<  Also,  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  and  amending  the 
same  section  (if  no  error  be  found  in  the  constructiun 
tlicreof )  as  to  reduce  the  amount  of  surplus  revenue  re- 
quired by  that  section  to  remain  in  the  'i'reasury,  from 
two  millions  of  dollars,  to  one  million  or  lew. 

"  Also,  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  tiie  expediency  of  so  altering  and  amending 
the  fifth  section  of  the  same  act,  as  to  invest  tlie  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  with  a  tfiacreiionary,  instead 
of  a  Umited  AuihanXy,  in  making  purchases  of  tlie  public 
debt,  at  its  market  price,  whenever,  in  their  judgment, 
such  purchases  can  be  m^de  beneficially  for  the  interests 
of  the  United  States,  and  when  the  stale  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  existing  engagements  will  pennit  them  to  do  so. 

**  ytflso.  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  make 
a  report  to  the  Senate,  showing  within  what  time  the  pre- 
sent debt  of  the  United  Slates  may  probably  be  paid  off; 
and  upon  what  articles,  and  to  what  amount,  the  present 
duties  may  then  be  i*educed  or  abolished,  consistently  with 
the  general  interests  of  the  whole  Union." 

The  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  BENTON  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed tlie  Senate.  Ilesaid.that  the  first  branch  of  there- 
solution  went  upon  the  supposition  that  there  was  an  error 
in  the  construction  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  ISIT 
and  that  he  might  avoid  all  occasion  for  misapprehen- 
sion, here  or  elsewhere,  he  would  say  at  once,  that  this 
error,  if  it  existed  at  all,  was  of  older  date  than  the  exis- 
tence of  the  present  Administration;  and,  of  course,  that 
the  inquiry  that  he  proposed  to  institute,  whatever  might 
be  its  result,  was  not  intended  to  have  any  bearing  on  the 
conduct  of  gentlemen  now  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He 
believed,  himself,  that  the  error  existed,  that  it  was  inju- 
rious to  the  public  service,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
legislative  department  of  the  Government  to  correct  it. 
The  fourth  section  of  that  act  directed,  that,  whenever, 
"  in  any  year/*  there  should  be,  **at  Uie  rise  of  Congress," 
a  surplus  in  the  Treasuiy  of  more  than  two  millions  of 
dollars  above  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  **«icA 
year,**  that  all  the  excess  above  that  sum  should  be  fortli- 
with  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to 
be  by  them  immediately  applied  to  the  purchase  or  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt.  The  words  of  this  section, 
said  Mr.  B.  are  as  clear  and  positive  as  M'ords  can  be,  in 
limiting  tlie  amount  to  be  left  in  the  Treasuiy,  to  two 
millions  of  dollars,  over  and  above  the  appropriations  for 
the  year;  but  tlie  construction  which  has  been  put  upon 
them,  as  we  see  from  the  annual  Treasury  Reports,  makes 
these  two  millions  to  be*  exclusive  of  the  unapplied  ba- 
lance of  the  previous  year's  appropriations.  These  un- 
applied balances  usually  amount,  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
u  upwards  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  are  usually  re- 


duced,in  the  course  qf  the  first  quarter  of  the  ensuing  year, 
to  less  than  two  millions;  so  that  a  reservation  of  two 
millions,  at- the  rise  of  Congress,  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet 
them.  The  difference  of  the  two  constructions  is,  that, 
by  my  construction,  there  must  be  a  surplus  of  two  mil-, 
lions  in  the  Treasury  before  any  thing  can  go  to  tlje 
Sinking  Fund  ;  by  the  Treasury  construction,  there  must 
be  a  surplus  of  about  four  millions  first.  This  construction 
is  clearly  at  war  with  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  still 
more  with  its  plain  intent  and  obvious  meaning.  Its  in- 
tent was  to  hasten  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  prevent  a  single  idle  dollar  from  lying 
in  the  Treasury;  but  this  construction  leaves  two  millions 
idle  in  the  Treasury,  or  ratlier  in  the  9ank  of  the -United 
States,  idle  to  us,  though  it  may  be  productive  to  that  in- 
stitution, while  the  People  of  the  United  States  are  paying 
its  interest,  equal  to  $120,000  per  annum,  to  the  public 
creditors. 

Mr.  B.  entered  considerably  into  detail,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  nature  and  amount  of  these  unex])ended 
balances.  He  said  they  existed  in  all  Governments,  and 
must  necessarily  exist  to  a  gi*eater  or  less  amount,  accord- 
ing to  the  magnitude  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures. 
To  illustrate  this,  he  would  suppose  that  the  present  year 
was  the  first  of  the  existence  of  this  Government,  and  that 
the  appropriation  for  its  set  vice  was  ten  mlllioRs  of  dol- 
lars. Now,  it  would  follow,  of  necessity,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  this  ten  millions  could  not  be  paid  out  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  Distance  alone  would  prevent  some 
demands  from  getting  in  ;  casualties  and  accidents  would 
prevent  the  regular  arrival  of  others ;  defective  vouchers, 
or  press  of  business  in  the  offices,  would  prevent  some 
from  beiAg  adjusted,  for  weeks,  or  months,afier  they  came 
in  ;  in  some  instances  the  service  could  not  be  rendered, 
the  work  could  not  be  done,  the  contract  could  not  be 
performed,  for  which  the  money  was  to  be  paid,  until  after 
the  lapse  of  the  year;  and  in  many  cases,  the  amount  ap- 
propriated, would  be  more  than  enough,  and  would  leave 
a  balance  that  would  not  be  called  for  at  all.  From  all 
these  causes,  it  would  certainly  happen,  that  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  ten  millions  voted  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  would  remain  unexpended  at  its  end^  and  so  on, 
year  afVer  year,  as  long  as  the  Government  existed.  The 
history  of  our  own  Government  shows  that  these  balances 
amount  to  upwards  of  three  millions  of  dollars;  and  they 
are  always  considerably  reduced  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
ensuing  year,  so  that  two  millions  at  the  rise  of  any  ses- 
sion of  (Jongress,  is  an  ample  allowance  to  meet  them, 
It  was  upon  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  that  Mr. 
Lowndes,  the  able  and  accomplished  author  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  act  of  1817,  fixed  upon  two  millions  for  that 
purpose  ;  but  even  this  1  hold  to  be  an  unnecessary  pro- 
vision ;  for  the  artnual  appropriation  of  another  ten  mil- 
lions before  the  rise  of  Congress,  for  the  new  year's  ser- 
vice, would  leave  another  unexpended  balance  of  three 
millions  to  meet  that  of  the  preceding  year  ;  and  so  on, 
as  long  as  the  Government  lasted  ;  at  the  end  of  wiiich, 
and  not  before,  would  the  two  millions  be  wanted  to  pay 
off  the  outstanding  claims. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  ihe  manner  of  stating  the  public  ac- 
counts at  tlie  British  Treasury,  shewed  the  nature  and 
amount  of  these  balances  more  plainly  than  they  are  seen 
in  our  annual  Treasury  Reports.  The  English  used  three 
columns,  we  but  two.  In  the  British  account,  the  fii-st 
column  shewed  theo^'ec/  of  the  appropriation;  the  second 
shewed  the  amount  appropriated i  the  third,  the  amount 
paid  out.  In  ours,  wc  only  see  the  olijed  of  the  appropri 
ation,  and  the  amount  pcud  out.  The  difference  is,  that 
in  the  British  account,  you  sec  the  balances  in  detail,  upon 
each  separate  item  ;  in  ours,  you  only  see  it  in  gross,  and 
that  some  where  else,  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

With  respect  to' these  balances,  Mr.  B.  said  they  amount- 
ed to  a  lArge  sum,  constituting  a  standing  depositc 
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In  England^  while  the  principal  disbursing  officer,  w.  re  until  thVyftl  to  Tiiiv^t^^.*^.  '"/'"'?  P'T""'"  •'"'^ks 
their  own  Treasurers,  the  profit  on  the  keeping  of  these  six  per  ce„  1  «nt  f  ?l>^  "f  ^"^  •  '"'"'l^d,  and  the 
balances,  was  a  perquisite  of  the  office,  and  quickly  made  J  h^lf  ^^d  five  „er  'In^C?  *^  ^". '  ^''^^^^  '■°"'-  '"-l  * 
thefortuneof  the  incumbent.     The  elder  m1.  Pitt^when    caus:Th^;Va::  ^J^  «:^.ersiL^l':''^"  "^IKt 

act,  and  are  notindnH*..!  ;«  :*      'ru-  .u—  *        »^  "^  ^"^ 


he  was  Paymaster  of  the  forces  about  the  year  1740;  ^as 
tne  first  who  refused  to  appropriate  the  profits  of  these 
f^^K^'o  ^^'^  own  emolument,  and  accounted  for  them 
to  the  Goveniment.  The  average  balance  in  the  Pay- 
master  s  hands,  was  then  about  100,000  pounds  sterling. 

ThST^f^^^'^^^r'^  P"^^^"^- »  ^  '^^^  ^r.  Pitt  gave  up 
about  4,000  pounds  per  annum,  which  any  banker  would 
In  i!*?!"?"  "^  ^u*"^^^  d-eposite  and  use  of  his  balances, 
ill  *  "'^'»  '^*'^"  ^^"^  financial  concerns  of  the  Gov- 
^^  ™^nr  ^^^  ^°  ™"^*'  increased  as  to  swell  tliis  balance 
fo,^rf?r*'^^''u^'  ^^  Burke,  being  Paymaster  of  the 
toThlV°  °'^^''*^V^TP'^"***'^-  PVand  accounted 
n»m^S?IK'^^''^  ^^'  tbe  thirty  thousand  pounds  per  an- 
thTi.  V  Vi.^'T'"?"'^^**  ^°"^  *^«  ban^eis.  At  present, 
th!  ?  rf  *'r^^"5*f  "d  keeps  the  Government  money,  and 
the  aggregate  balances  amounted  some  years,  to  eleven 
milhons^equal  to  double  the  amoimt  of  our  whole  reve- 
ime.  Whether  the  bank  paid  interest  on  so  large  an 
amount  he  knew  not.  but  he  did  know  that  the  Bank  ot 
the  United  Stales  paid  nothing  for  the  use  of  the  public 
money  in  its  hands  ;  he  believed  there  was  often  five  or 
SIX  millions  cm  hand,  from  the  collection  of  the  public  re- 
venue; and  he  submitted  it  to  the  Senate  to  say   whether 


act,  and  are  notincluded  in  it.  The  three"  DerMnti  Z" 
now  at  85,  and  will  not  fall  lower  excep?  u^on  the  pro? 
pect  of  beintr  P«><1.  (for  the  value  of  stocks  i.  now  in'^?^ 

aC?" '"andihe  r""'^.  '"S  "'^  P"  -"'•"iuTe'er'' be 
ai  par  j   and  the  four  and  a  half  and  five  nci-  ,.«.,.. 

some  of  them,  irredeemable  for  seven  or'^.T-hf  "*' 
come.  In  the  mean  time,  it  Is  certain  thif  f  ^'•"'  "> 
the  Treasury  will  be  comnet^ni  f„  ?L  that  the  means  of 
ven.1  millions  ofdebt  mZ  .ha„  s^hV^'k^"''"  "^  »«- 
less  the  Commissionersof^eslnvtn^i  "!",''''•  ""^^  »"• 
ty  to  purchase  at  the  tlietS^h^?'' ''•*»  '""«^- 
tionof  money  must  eith«^  iL'^Vn  .V*''i'J"Kf  »«''«n"l»- 
gratuitous  de'posite  ofbe  lavished  un^'^""?  """''•  "  » 
might  not  be  thought  of  «*««  for  &.*  "''■'''•'=*'  *'•''='' 
money.  The  questfon.  then  for  rn..!^"  '•""?«■"?  P"e  of 
is,  whether  tSis  accumulJ?fn„  „^  ^'"  "°*  «°  d«<=«le. 
bank  for  nothing,  or  be  C.hed™«°n"'^•''•"  ^  *°  ^'^^ 
knowable  objefi,  or  be  aDDlied  T.h  """^n"*"  """l  un- 
public  debt  in  tlw  onlv  D«rt.V,  M    "'^  ."'educUon  of  the 

chasing  it  up  befi^hteeS  Ttf'  ^^l'  »'"  P"" 

s;4.°^vrrttt"t4l^^^^^ 


UwasrightorexcusabieVtVIJ^;nrthatgr7aUnd^^  rn^^L^IlT''"''"'^-  '^F^^^  ^l^^tJZ^ 
tuitous  depos.te.,to  the  amount  of  two  miUiSns  more,  by  shment^  their  st„t"'"^  Mthority  since  the  firlTest^" 
acqu>escmg.n  an  erroneous  construction  of  one  of  our   r\Z^AlfJ}!?l^Il'^^}''«^''^^^'<^  1816:  they  have  ^ 


acquiescing  in  an  erroneous  construction  of  one  of'  our 
own  statutes  ? 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which  proposed  to  reduce,  or  to  repeal  entirely,  the  I  dence 
reservation  of  two  millions  of  dolUrs,  if  the  construction 
he  contended  for  was  not  adopted.  If  his  construction 
was  adopted,  and  -the  act  of  1817  amended  accordingly, 
then  tl.e  reservation  might  remain  to  pay  so  much  of  the 
outotanclmg  claims  of  the  previous  year,  as  remained  un- 
paid  at  the  end  of  each  session  of  Congress.  But.  if  that 
construction  should  not  be  adopted,  and  the  Treasury 
practice  should  continue,  of  reserving  this  two  millioni 
in  adciition  to  tni»  t^nf>■•vr^^nA^A  u-i ._ i j    ..» 


chased  twenty  ^^r^^^^^.^Z^JZ ;^^l^^2,  P": 
have  never  been  acrnQi^ri  ^t  «k    •       P^?«nt  debt,  and 

Commissioner  muMr;''qu°a'lfrrt1iJ'rir-    **"/ 
dence.    Thev  consist    «n,J  ™...         ?    '  P"**'''  "^onfi- 

cannot  be  prlsum^d  to  latk  dTs^frnrr!'  f  J"«".  ^^o 
rity  to  prefer  the  best  barwin  fo^.h!:.       "*'  "'  '"'^«- 

to  the  payment  of  the^dehti....r'"iil°':'?'u'*''»t  "  «°  "r. 


(naddition  to  the  unex^^nSid  raUnil  o'hand:  then  Te  ?o%ri;~n^*oVth1^'l^V^r"*^^^^^^^^^^ 
-liiestion  would  present  itself,  how  far  it  was  proper  or  who  w^lHaKat  nh''* '.^'^''^  •  ■^''»' 'here  are  pe,^?; 
justifiable  to  leave  this  two  millions  as  a  permanent  and  '  speak,  not  ofSen.?L-'"T' ,."  ''^'""J  question? 
gratuitous,  deposjte  m  the  Federal  Bank  ?  He  conceived  ,  Chamber!  but  of  n»m."°'  "^  "'divlduals,  in  or  out  of  his 
It  would  be  neither  proper  nor  justifiable  to  make  such  commu^  y.  whoLZ?"  .""''  P"*"''"'  ='»«es  of  the 
an  unprofitable  disposition  of  so  large  asum  of  the  public  are  such  disTcs  t?.,1 1  T"**  ?,"  "^"O*"  «<>  me.  There 
money.  There  was  no  necessity  for  it.  nor  any  possible  </tire  debt^re.  «tl*i"  ''P"''>'  ">''"'•  ^-  The  h«l<"« 
way  ofusingit  for  the  public  good.  The  common  notion,  live  at  the  r  eTse^TZ. .'"  P"'"'"'"*'  '>««'«»«  they  xvishto 
that  this  reservation  was  a  coritinirentDrovision  for  ..nfi,,.!   J..».LT55'."  "P°"  «''« 'Merest,  and  have  »h.  »k"5- 


that  this  reservation  was  a  contingent  provision  for  unfore* 
seen  demands,  was  unfounded  and  fallacious.  No  such 
demand  had  ever  occurred  since  the  foundation  of  our 
Government,  and  none  such  could  be  paid,  if  they  did  oc 
cur:  for,  not  a  cent  of  this  money  could  be  used,  until  Con- 
gress should  meet,  and  pass  an  appropriation  law  to  draw 
It  from  the  Treasury.  No  such  reservation  existed  before 
1817,  and  no  part  of  it  had  been  used  since  :  f.nd  these 
facts  should  be  sufficient  to  sliew  the  correctness  of  the 
construction  for  which  I  contend.  But,  if  that  construe- 
tion  is  not  adopted,  the  same  facts  will  shew  the  propriety 
of  repealing  the  reservation  in  into.  The  repeal  would 
let  two  millions  more  go  annually  to  the  Sinking-  .Fund 
than  would  otherwise  go  to  it,  and  would  save  il20  000 
of  annual  interest,  a  sum  of  sufficient  magnitude\o  claim 
the  attention  of  all  the  friends  of  economy.  ^ 

The  third  branch  of  the  resolution  proposes  to  enlarge 
the  authority  given  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  5th  sec- 
tion  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act,  so  as  to  vest  them  with  a 
discretionary,  in.aead  of  a  limited  authority,  in  makinr 
purchases  of  the  public  debt  at  its  market  price.  As  the 
section  now  stands,  the  authority  given  by  it  is  nugatory. 


countiy  bounT;nT°r!;y"gKr^tVV"°'^ 

?:?rnThi;v^afii3^^^^^^^ 

has  drawn  anhundrcd  and  fift      ■??*  "^'^  '*'  ''«""'«  it 

neighbourh^b".nd  issfHU^wli'"""  °^^?"»"  '"*»"'«'> 
millions  per  annum  3  Som.  i"?°."  "'t>'«»te  of  three 
._  .    ..y.     ""num.     J.  Some  disinterested  peonle  are 


has  drawn  anhundred\nH  fift      m^*  "^l.""*  '*'  because  it 

neighbourh^b".nd  issfHU^wli'"""  °^^?"»"  '"*»"'«'> 
millions  per  annum     3    Som.  i"?°."  "'t>'«»te  of  three 

.^institUecau^Thcy areafaild tHT-**'' P*°P'' 
oir  the  twenty  million.  o^nedh„ !  '^^f «"  *>"  carry 
of  money  at  home  a™  f  the  nlc^  'iT-'  1"''  "">^«  «  deartfe 
be  supplied  by  th^  fortv  mifc  -  '  1'^  ■'^"'^  *°"''>  "°' 
ors,  and  which  w^ld  then  iZ.  ?  ►"'  '?  domestic  credit. 

if  the  foreigners^  no^^S-Ce'r"'*''""'  »"''  "' 
the  amount  of  their  canitJr  ?^^-  .  """  *=""■'•=<•  """"y 

carry  off  its  amoun  .  tnCi"'!:i!:  ""'>  *ouId  agaiJ. 
period  of  sixteen  yeirs  IniTSZ  T^',  i  '^^'J' .»"«"s»ive 
ther class  is  opposed^ir  hi  .^"''  T*^  P'"* '  *  ^"0- 

lic  debt  as  auEy  to  the  strT^h  ^J^'^.''  "P""  *  P"'" 
Government.  by  Y.Tteresl'inrthTlreluS.f  '"! 
binding  them  to  its  support.  TWsM^pI.m  V*  ?"^ 
very  ancient  doctrine,  but  not  whhout"  its  .1  *'"*'  '"  " 
modem  times,  it  is  tl^e  invention  of  a  crifr.'r'"^'''  i» 
had  to  make  up  in  fraud  what  he  TacL'dlj'^o.^eT'sV'ak 
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X)f  Eumenes,  who  was  Secretary  to  Alexander  the  Great.  |  all  idea  of  payment,  and  crushing'  llie  People  under  a 
This  man  of  the  pen,  upon  the  death  of  his  master,  put  in,  I  frightful  load  of  taxes,  to  nu  et  Hit-  ammal  inteitst.  Sucli 
•mongthe  Generals,  for  a  king<lom  out  of  the  wrecks  of  |  a  result  should  be  a  warnini^  to  us.  It  should  admonish 
his  empire^  and  having  no  army  to  sustain  his  pretensions,  •  us  to  escliew  the  j>olicy  which  jias  proved  1.0  fatal  in  our 
he  had  recourse  to  fraud  to  raise  one  and  bind  it  to  him.  I  parent  country.  It  should  caution  us  to  puv  our  debt 
For  this  purpose  he  borrowed  all  the  money  he  could  I  while  Me  can,  and  not  to  nsu  t!).*  risk  of  mcritinf^  from  our 
from  officers  and  soldiers,  and  then  told  them  that  their  .  posterity  of  an  hundred  years  hence,  the  b.Uer  reproi.clies 
chance  for  payment  depended  upon  their  supporting  him  which  the  English  are  thV  pre.UT.t  day  lavishing  u[)on  their 
in  possession  of  Cappadocia  and  Paphlagonia,  provinces  '  ancestors  of  tlie  rcigus  ot  C^ucen  Anne  and  G<.i)rg;i  the 
^vhlch  he  had  marked  out  for  his  future  kingdom.     Of    First. 


course  these  officers  and  soldiers  did  not  want  to  lose  their 
money;  and,  like  provident  inen,  fell  in  with  the  only 
course  which  could  save  it.  They  fought  for  Eumenes  ; 
they  made  him  king,  they  made  his  children  kings  after 
him  ;  and,  in  return,  the  king  and  his  children  mude  the 
People  of  the  kingdom  perpetual  tributaries  to  these  mo- 
iney-ienders,  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  sum  borrow- 
•ed.  And  this,  Mr.  President,  is  the  origin  of  the  notion 
which  has  been  so  compendiously  Lxpresscd  in  our  own 
country,  in  that  famous  declaration,  that  a  public  debt  was 
a  public  blesttng.  In  later  times,  and  in  our  parent  coun- 
try, we  have  seen  the  policy  of  the  crafty  Greek  revived 
and  acted  upon  by  a  crafty  Dutchman,  William,  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  had  need  of  both  fraud  and  force  to  maintain 
himself  on  the  throne,  from  which  he  ha<l  chased  his  father- 
in-law.  He  also  bound  the  moneyed  interest  to  his  support 
by  borrowing  their  cash,  and  thus  laid  the  foundation  for 
that  frightful  national  debt,wh!ch  now  overhangs  and  over- 
whelms the  British  empire.  Such  an  example  as  this 
should  explode  the.  notion  that  a  public  debt  was  a  public 
blessing.  The  doctrine,  at  best,  is  only  applicable  to 
monarchies,  foundexl  in  force  or  fraud,  and  where  one 
part  of  the  subjects  have  to  be  bribed  to  keep  the  rest  in 


The  fourth  and  last  branch  of  the  resolution  requires 
the  Finance  Committee  to  report  on  tlie  probabjc  time 
within  which  the  prt-sent  debt  of  the  United  States  may 
be  paid  ;  and  upon  what  urticK  s,  and  to  what  j.mount,  the 
dutic  s  now  payable,  may  then  be  reduced  or  abolished. 
This  is  an  inquliy,  Mr.  p'rchidcnt,  of  the  deepest  concern 
to  the  Pco])lc  ;  anil  the  report  of  the  Committee,  if 
ordered  to  m:*ke  one,  wdl  be  looked  for  witli  the  greatest 
impatience  and  solicitude.  In  my  own  opinion,  our  debt 
may  be  paid  off  in  five  yej.ri,  and  duties  abolisiicU  to  the 
amount  of  eleven  or  twelve  millions.  The  debt  is  now, 
nominally,  six»y-sc;c'n  millions — in  reality,  about  fiUy- 
eight:  for  seven  million.s  is  in  the  United  States**  Hailk 
Stock  wliicli  is  worth  more,  than  par,  and  briuirsadlvic'end 
equal  to  its  interest ;  and  thirteen  millions  is  in  lliree  j)er 
cent,  stock,  which  is  fifteen  per  cent  below  par,  and  may 
be  bought  for  about  eleven  millions.  A  Sinking  Fund  of 
thirteeiv  or  fourteen  millions  would  exlinguisli  the  actual 
debt,  in  five  yeurs,  ^lellir)g  all  file  ])ul>lic  works  go  on  as 
usual)  and  it  would  require  but  little  aid  from  our  legisla- 
tion to  make  that  fund  ?.mount  to  tliirteen  or  fourteen 
millions  It  is  ten  millions  now,  a'ld  is  increasing  fri.m 
the  impro\ijig  state  of  the  ro.;.merce.     The  restoration 


subjection  ;  and  even  then  the  debt  must  be  large,  dif-  I  of  the  4tli  section  cf  tlu  act  of  1817  to  its  true  and  obvi 
fused  over  the  country,  and  held  in  many  hands  |  while  I  ous  meaning,  would  increase  it  two  millions  more  ;  anil  a 
our  Government  is  Republican,  founded  on  the  afl'ections    more  rapid  sale  of  the  public  laFids,  according  to  the  plan 


of  the  People,  and  our  debt  is  small;  one  third  of  it  owned 
by  foreigners,  the  rest  centered  in  a  corner  of  the  Union, 
and  held  by  a  few.  5.  The  last  class  of  objectors  which 
I  shall  mention,  consists  of  those  who  think  our  debt  a 
trifle,  which  can  be  paid  at  any  time,  and  who  are  for 
letting  it  alone  at  present,  and  applying  our  money  to 
other  objects.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  most  danger- 
ous class  of  objectors;  for  they  are  numtrous,  honest, 
perfectly  well  intentioncd,  and  mean  no  harm  themselves, 
but  do  the  greatest  possible  mischief,  by  becoming  the 
allies  of  the  money-lenders,  and  of  the  sticklers  for  the 
blessedness  of  a  public  debt.  It  is  to  this  class  of  politi- 
cians that  Great  Britain  i3indei)ted  for  her  present  tremen- 
dous debt.  That  debt  is  the  growth  of  a  single  century 
— a  short  period  in  the  life  of  a  nation— and  took  its 
gigantic  start,  in  the  very  dixtrine  which  I  am  now  com- 
bating. At  the  coramekcement  of  the  last  century,  this 
debt  was  but  sixteen  millions  and  a  half  S^^orling  (about 
seventy  millions  of  dollai's) — very  nearly  the  amount  of 
our  debt  at  present,  and  as  little  prospect  of  its  growing 
to  what  it  now  is.  One  class  of  politicians  were  then  anx- 
ious to  pay  it  off;  another  considered  it  as  a  trifle,  which 
could  be  paid  at  a?^y  time,  and  insisted  upon  apphing  the 
public  money  to  other  objects.  This  class  prevailed ; 
ond  what  was  the  consequence  ?     ^^'hy,  sir,  the  season  of 


which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  propose,  would  further  in- 
crease it,  to  the  amount  of  an-uher  million  or  upwiU'ds. 
Thus,  in  five  \  ears,  the  debt  n\uy  be  extinguisiie<l,  and  the 
great  questions  placed  before  Congress,  wheiher  liie  pre- 
sent revenue  shall  be  kept  up?  And  if  so,  for  what  objects? 
Or  reduced'  And  if  so,  upon  what  articles  the  nduction 
shall  fall,  and  .to  what  amount?  Tliese  will  be  great 
question*^,  Morthy  to  engage  the  deliberations  of  the 
whole  Union,  and  the  discussion  of  them  may  develoj)e 
a  new  line  in  the  division  of  political  parties.  S4.mc  n.ay 
be  for  keeping  up  the  v.holc  revenue,  and  making  the 
Federal  Govcr?iinciit  strong  and  splendid  ;  otluis  may  be 
for  a  reduction  of  the  taxes,  aj.d  for  limiting  the  revenue 
to  the  just  and  necessary  .s'ipport  of  a  plain  Republican 
Government.  1  shall  mysclt  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  this 
latter  part)-  ;  and  to  enal)le  it  to  act  best  for  the  public 
good  it  is  necessary  th:il  the  public  mind  be  consulted 
before  it  acts.  The  abolition  of  duties  will  be  a  <lelicate 
and  responsible  task — ii  will  be  the  counterpart  of  an 
imposition  cf  dtUies — and  .should  be  executed  in  stiict 
subordination  to  the  will  of  the  People.  For  one,  I  should 
wish  my  constituents  to  know  my  sentiments,  and,  in 
return,  I  should  like  to  know  theirs.  If  we  disagree,  1 
promist  them  one  of  two  things — cither  to  execute  their 
vvi'l,or  to  retire  from  my  station.      Here,  iht  n,  is  my  creed : 


peace,  in  which  alone  a  public  debt  can  be  paid,  passed  {  I  am  for  abolishing  duties  in  toto,  as  soon,  as  the  public 
away  ;  wars  came  on  ;  and  one  year  of  war  creates  more  debt  is  pa'.d  (fi*,  i.pon  all  articUa  of  prime  necessity,  or 
debt  than  many  years  of  peace  can  discharge.  The  1  ordinary  comfort,  uliich  are  not  made  at  houic  ut  all,  or 
war  for  the  security  of  the  Protestant  succession  came  on,  |  not  made  in  suflicient  quantity  to  inerit  national  protec- 
and  raised  the  sixteen  millions  to  fifty-four  millions ;  1  tion  ;  and  lam  for  continuing  them  on  articles  iff  taste 
thatforthcDutchbarrieffollowed.andraiscdittoseventy- rand  luxury,  and  upon  such  rival  productions  of  foreign 
eight  millions  ;  then  the  seventy  years*  war,  which  carried  j  co\inlr»es,  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and  our  general 
it  to  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  ;  then  the  war  with  independence  as  a  nation,  requires  to  be  made  at  home, 
us,  which  put  it  up  to  two  hundred  and  thii'ty  millions  ;  This  is  what  I  have  siiid  on  a  former  occasion,  and  now 
and,  finally,  the  wars  of  the  French  Uevolution,  which 'repeat,  because  I  have  been  misrepresented,  and  my  words 
advanced  it  to  nine  hundred  millions,  equal  to  four  thou-  mutilated  and  garbled  for  paity  })urposes.  I  will  bt>  n-ore 
Stnd  millions  of  dollars,  at  which  it  now  stinds,  mocking  '  explicit,  and  sptcify  sonx  of  the  articles  which  I  wovild 
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select  for  exemption  from-  duty.  I  will  name  coffee,  of 
which  we  have  imported  forty  millions  of  pounds  weight 
in  the  year ;  teas,  of  which  the  imports  have  been  ten 
iiiiltionB  of  pounds  ;  spices,  imported  to  the  amount  of 
iix  million  ot  pounds  \  cocoa  and  chocolate,  four  millions  ; 
linens  to  the  value  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  Upon 
fhese  articles,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  which  might 
be  named,  the  duties  might  be  abolished,  I  apprehend, 
with  advantage  to  manu&ctures,  as  well  as  farmers  and 
merchants  :  for  they  are  necessaries  of  life  which  enter 
into  use  in  the  living.of  every  family,  and  lowering  their 
price,  would  be  lowering  the  price  of  lubor,  which  the 
manufiictoty  demands.  Salt,  sugar,  blankets,  and  flannel, 
present  another  class  of  necessaries  and  comforts,  upon 
which  some  diversity  of  opinion  might  arise.  They  are 
aecessaries  of  life,  and  partially  made  at  home,  but  not  in 
suf&cient  quantity  to  answer  the  public  demand.  Large 
importations  of  them  are  made  from  abroad,  and  heavy 
duties  are  paid  upon  them.  Of  salt,  we  import  four 
millions  of  bushels,  the  duty  twenty  cents  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  ten  cents  profit  on  it  to  the  merchant ;  of  sugar, 
eighty  mUliona  of  pounds,  the  duty  three  and  four  cents 
to  the  Government,  and  one  more  to  the  merchant ;  of 
blankets  and  flannels,  we  import  to  the  value  of  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars,  paying  above  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  Government,  and  near  two  hundred 
thottsnnd  more  to  the  merchant.  Upon  thes^  items  there 
may  be  diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  will  of  the  People 
should  be  known.  Let  no  one  say  it  is  too  soon  for  the  Peo- 
ple to  begin  to  think  upon  this  subject.  I  detest  that  say- 
ing, in  all  its  bearings  and  applications.  It  is  never  too  soon 
for  the  People  to  think,  but  often  too  late!  It  is  hot  too 
soon  for  them  to  begin  to  think  now  about  the  abolition 
of  duties.  Their  Representatives  will  have  to  act  one 
way  or  the  other,  in  four  or  five  years ;  and  would,  doubt- 
less, wish  to  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  their  con- 
stituents. The  report  of  the  Committee,  wliich  I  pro- 
pose to  obtain,  will  give  them  that  advantage.  It  will  set 
the  public  mind  to  work,  and  will  enable  the  People  to 
manifest  their  wishes  in  time  to  guide  and  enlighten  the 
decision  of  their  Representatives. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  tlr^t  the  Committee  on 
Finsiice  did  not,  on  any  occasion,  shrink  from  its  duty, 
and  they  would  take  up  the  subject  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble. He  would  make  but  one  remark  upon  the  statements 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  two 
millions  of  doUajrs  reserved  in  the  Treasury.  There  were 
several  contingencies  to  which  this  sum  was  liable.  One 
was  the  practice  of  Congress  frequently  to  make  appro- 
priations of  large  sums  of  money,  not  calculated  on  by 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  in  his  estimates  ;  and  then 
this  sum  came  in  and  fulfilled  the  designs  of  Congress. 
Last  year,  this  application  of  the  two  millions  was  made 
to  a  large  amount.  Congress  made  such  liberal  demands 
upon  it,  that  but  four  hundred  thousand  dollurs  remained 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of  this  year. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  rose  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Bb^ttoh.  He  said  be  should  not  oppose  the  reference 
of  the  resolutions,  which  was  the  usual  course  ;  but  he 
could  not  pormit  them  to  pass  to  the  Committee,  aflcr  the 
elaborate  argument  by  which  they  had  been  recommend- 
ed, without  expressing  his  entire  dissent  to  tlie  opuiions 
mnd  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  error  in  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1817,  either  in  principle,  or  in  the  construction 
of  it.  I  think  the  act  plain,  that  there  is  no  misconcep. 
tion  of  its  meaning,  and  that  it  is  founded  in  just  views  of 
our  financial  affairs.  This  act  was  intended  to  appropria^te 
ten  millions  of  dollars  annually  to  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,  after  the  year  1817,  and  was,  consequently,  a 
standiqg  Appropriation  after  the  current  expenses  of  the 
yesTj  if  the  Treasury  was  adequate  to  pay  it.  This  part 
of  the  law  gives  rise  to  no  difficulty,  as  the  reservation  does 


not  apply  to  this  section.  But  an  additional  section  of  the 
act  is  in  these  words  :  "  That,  after  the  year  1817,  when- 
**  ever  there  shall  be,  at  any  time  af\er  an  adjournment 
•*  of  Congress  in  any  year,  a  surplus  of  money  in  the  Trea- 
"  sury,  above  tlie  sums  appropnated/or  the  service  of  such 
**  year,  the  payment  of  which  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
**  Sinking  Fund  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasury,  at  tlie  end 
**of  the  year,  a  balance  equal  to  two  millions  of  dollars^ 
*Uhen  such  surplus  sliall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
*'  propriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  paid  at  such  times 
**as  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  will  best  permit,  and 
<*  shall  be  applied  by  the  Comnussionei's  thereof  to  the 
'*  purchase  or  redemption  of  the  public  debt." 

By  this  section,  two  millions  are  directed  to  be  left  un« 
touched  in  the  Treasury,  and  all  the  surplus,  after  such 
reservation,  is  to  be  applied  to  tlie  public  debt.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  supposes  that  this  reservation  is  ei- 
ther a  misconception  of  the  act,  or  is  founded  in  errone- 
ous principles,  it  being,  as  he  supposes,  unnecessary  to 
reserve,  even  by  estimation,  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
and,  consequently,  that  all  the  estimated  resources  for  the 
year  may  be  safely  appropriated  by  anticipation.  The  act 
seems  too  plain  to  be  misconceived,  and  has  received  a 
uniform  construction  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund.  It  must  be  a  surplus  of  money  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, over  and  above  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  and  tiie  ten  millions,  and  tiie  two  reserved  millions. 
The  balance  is  surplus,  and  is,  by  the  act,  appropriated  to 
the  public  debt. 

«  After  the  adjournment  of  Congress,"  the  estimate  is 
made  for  the  year.  The  nett  baUnce  of  the  Treasury,  at 
the  close  of  tlie  year,  (excluding  what  was  appropriated 
for  the  service  of  the  last  year,  and  all  funds  not  available) 
is  added  to  the  estimated  revenue  of  the  year.  A  sum 
equal  to  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  is  set  apart — ten  millions  are  directed  to 
be  applied  during  the  year  to  the  prmcipal  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt.  If  any  balance  remains  in  the  Treasury, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  revenue,  two  millions  is 
allowed  to  cover  all  deficiencies  and  vai-iations  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  the  surplus  is  applied  to  the  public  debt. 

The  reason  why  two  millions  was  directed  by  the  act  to 
be  reserved,  was,  that  tiie  calculation  of  the  amount  on 
which  they  are  to  operate,  is  founded  on  an  estimate  of 
what  may  be  in  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  not  what  is 
actually  there.  It  was  known  that  our  revenue  was  liable 
to  fluctuations  of  two  or  three  milUonsayear,  from  causes 
tliat  could  not  be  anticipated  even  one  year  in  advance. 
Our  importations  are  subject  to  variations,  and  the  revenue 
arising  therefrom  to  corresponding  irregularities,  Thero 
are,  besides,  inequalities  in  the  different  quarters  of  the 
year,  that  materially  affect  the  receipts  of  the  year  j  and 
we  have  experienced  the  same  thing  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  so  as  to  baffie  all  calculation  of  the  actual 
result  of  the  revenue  for  the  year.  It  was  a  knowledge 
of  this  uncertainty,  in  all  financial  estimates,  that  induced 
the  reser^'ation  of  the  two  millions,  to  guard  against  a 
probable  contingency  of  applying  more  to  the  jpublic 
debt  tiian  might  be  found  in  the  Treasury.  The  wisdem 
and  the  foresight  of  this  provision  has  been  exemplified 
by  the  expenence  of  the  last  ten  years-  In  1817,  the 
estimated  receipts  from  customs  were  twenty-four  mil- 
lions ;  the  actual  receipts  exceeded  that  sum  by  two  mil- 
lions, and  this  is  probably  a  solitary  instance.  In  1818, 
the  estimated  receipts  were  twenty  millions  ;  the  actual 
were  three  millions  less.  In  1819,  estimated  twenty-one 
millions;  and  the  revenue  fell  short  near  a  million.  In 
1820,  the  estimate  of  nineteen  millions  was  found  by  the 
result  to  be  four  millions  too  much.  In  1821,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  estimated  foui-teen  millions ;  but  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  the  same  data,  esti- 
mated 15  millions.  It  produced  but  13  millions.  These 
differences  arise  with  the  ablest  men,  with  all  the  informa- 
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tion  necessary  to  a  correct  judgment  They  can  but  ap« 
proximate  the  true  result.  There  are  some  facts  and  some 
principles  which  are  useful  in  forming  these  estimates  { 
but,  with  all  their  aid,  it  is  but  conjectural.  There  are 
no  known  laws  that  ^vem  them.  Experience  has  shewn, 
perhaps,  that  two  millions  is  a  safe  allowance  for  the  fluc- 
tuations of  commerce,  and  the  various  exigencies  that 
may  arise  during  the  vear.  In  the  last  twelve  jrears,  the 
receipts  hare  varied  from  near  thirty -four  to  thirteen  mil- 
Itona.  But  from  this  series  we  are  able  to  form  a  more 
Accurate  estimate  of  the  general  average  of  the  revenue. 
The  receipts  for  twelve  years  may  be  said  to  average 
twenty-one  millions — for  the  last  five  years  twenty-two 
millions  ;  and  this  is  a  suflicient  basis  for  all  financial  cal- 


culation.    It  will  probably  vasy  from  twenty  to  twentjr- 
•  millions.    We  may  allow,  in^  round  numbers,  ten  mil- 


four  i 


lions  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Government,  establish 
ed  by  law  ;  ten  millions  for  the  public  debt ;  and  the  ex- 
traordinary appropriations  average  from  one  to  three  mil- 
lions.  So  that,  upon  no  ordinary  calculation,  can  more 
than  ten  millions  be  applied,  nor  can  we  anticipate  there 
will  be  a  surplus. 

Again:  We  know  that,  during  that  period,  the  receipts 
of  the  Government  have  not  allowed  the  regular  appli' 
oatjon  of  the  ten  millions,  and  have  not  been  found  equal 
to  this  standing  demand  on  the  Treasury.  We  have  paid, 
during  that  period,  $134,506,306,  of  which  $18,786,748 
was  provided  for  by  loans ;  leaving  the  amount  actually 
paid  $115,719,453  ;  whereas,  the  application  of  ten  mil- 
lions for  twelve  years  would  have  extinguished  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions.  There  i^,  therefore,  due  to 
the  sinking  fund,  more  than  four  millions.  This  shews, 
however,  how  nearly  it  has  met  the  expectations  of  the 
coiinto',  and  is  an  evidence  of  the  ability  of  the  distin- 
guished man  who  framed  the  biU.  But  it  shews,  at  the 
same  time,  that  there  has  been  no  surplus. 

It  seems  to  my  mind  the  gentleman  labors  under  some 
erroneous  impression  on  this  subject.  He  seems  to  think 
that  something  has  been  lost,  by  mismanagement  of  the 
funds,  either  by  tile  operation  of  this  act,  or  tlie  miscon- 
struction of  it,  and  supposes,  by  changing  the  act,  he  will 
save  the  interest  of  two  millions  a  year.  Sir,  since  the 
operation  of  the  act,  there  has  never  been  a  surplus  of 
two  millions,  which  could  have  been  applied  to  the  debt. 
On  the  contrary,  on  the  1st  of  Januarys  1818,  '19,  '20,  '31, 
the  four  first  ^ears  after  the  act  creating  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  also  in  1824  and  1825,  there  was  no  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  but  a  great  deficiency,  to  wit : 
1st  Jan.  1818,  $4,953,852   I    1st  Jan.  1831,  $2,056,724 

1819,  2,060,483  1824,     2,382,030 

1820,  5,201,157  |  1825,  151,259 
On  the  1st  January,  1823,  there  was  in  the  Treasury  only 
$491,166  {  on  the  1st  of  January,  1823,  there  was  m  the 
Treasury  $5,463,412  not  applied,  because  there  was  no 
redeemable  debt  to  which  it  could  be  applied.  On  the 
1st  January,  1826,  there  was  a  sum  equal  to  a  million  in 
the  Treasury,  and  that  balance  still  remains,  and  will  be 
carried  to  the  estimated  receipts  of  the  year,  to  compose 
Che  fund  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  year,  out  of  which  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  will  be  taken,  including  the  ten 
millions  ;  and  if  there  is  any  surplus,  after  allowing  two 
millions  for  variations  of  revenue,  it  will  be  also  apphed  to 
the  public  debt.  If  the  gentleman  could  find  the  two  mil- 
lions which  could  have  been,  but  which  have  not  been 
appfied*  in  consequence  of  tliis  act,  I  would  consent  to  ap- 
ply it ;  but  if,  at  any  period,  that  sum  had  been  applied, 
the  Treasurv  would  be  now  minus  a  million.  The  error 
consists  in  the  idea  that  such  sum  has  laid  idle  in  tKe 
Treasury.  It  was  never  there.  A  view  of  the  whole 
•ubject  will  show  the  sound  discretion  which  has  been 
ezereised  over  the  application  of  the  funds,  since  the 
peace,  with  the  exception  of  the  sum  that  remained,  in 
l823«Qaemp1oyed ;  but  that  was  the  business  of  Congress. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  not  puTchaae  stocks 
and  there  was  none  at  that  time  redeemable. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  recommended,  in  his 
report,  in  December,  1826,  a  loan  of  sixteen  milUona,  at 
5  per  cent.,  to  par  off  a  debt  of  6  per  cent,  and  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  would  have  produced,  mt  once,  a 
large  saving  to  the  Government,  but  this  proposition  wm 
refected  by  Congress  at  the  last  sesnon.  That,  to  my 
mind,  was  the  time  and  place  for  economy.  That  would 
have  realized  more  than  could  result  firom  the  interest  of 
the  imaginary  two  millions^  if  they  had  actually  existed  in 
the  Treasury. 

Sir,  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  the  ten  millions,  will  l^ve  us  from  two  to 
three  millions  a  yev,  for  all  objects  of  a  misceSane- 
ous  character,  including  internal  improrements,  roads, 
canals,  breakwaters^  piers,  deepening  channels,  remov- 
ing obstructions  in  rivers,  purchases  of  land  from  Indians,, 
and  various  other  claims  upon  the  country.  During  the 
last  three  years,  a  large  sum  has  been  appVed  by  Con- 
gress to  these  objects  of  great  utility,  and  of  indispensa- 
ble necessity.  These  appropriations  will,  doub^ess,  be 
continued  by  Congress.  What  future  expecUtion  can 
there  be,  that  there  will  ever  be  a  surplus  of  two  mil- 
lions ?  We  have  an  actual  surplus,  now  ascertained,  of  a 
million,  but  we  have  a  bill  appropriating  a  mittion  to  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution  <  and,  whUe  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  apply  the  million  to  the  public  debt,'  it  is,  at 
the  same  moment,  proposed  to  raise  the  million  forlthe 
officers  by  a  new  loan;  and  where  is  the  economy  of 
that? 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  an  excess  of 
receipts,  for  the  present  year,  of  $2,352,874,  and  this  anm 
is  liable  to  the  usual  variations.  Btit  what  are  the  demands 
upon  it }  There  u  a  bill  before  us,  which  cmitemplates 
the  commencement  t>f  a  breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware,  whjch  will  cost  more  than  two  milfions,  and 
which  proposes  $250,000  a  year.  There  is  another  anti* 
cipated  at  Nantucket,  of  about  half  that  cost,  which  will 
also  require  $200,000  a  year.  There  are  applications  for 
opening  a  communication  fi*om  Albemarle  Sound  to  the 
Atlantic ,  deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river  ;  opening'the  flills  on  the  Wabash  %  reraovlnK 
the  rafts  in  Red  river,  and  obstructions  fhim  the  Ofiioanct 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  many  others  of  less  importance. 
This  Is  besides  the  removal  of  Indians  and  purchases  of 
land,  the  claims  of  States  for  advances  during  the  war, 
and  the  private  claims  now  pending,  amountiag  to  mofe 
than  halt  a  million. 

Now,  the  simple  question  is,  whether  these  objects  are 
of  more  pressing  importance  than  the  pasrment  of  thia 
additional  two  millions  to  the  public  debt,  which  would 
hasten  its  extinguishment  little  more  than  one  year,  wImJc 
these  great  objects  must  be  neglected.  Upon  thb  point 
my  mind  is  made  up. 

'The  regular  apphcation  of  ten  millions  will  extingwrii 
the  public  debt  early  in  1836,  and,  in  the  mean^  time, 
ftom  two  to  three  miUions  a  year  roajr  be  ^stributed 
over  the  country,  to  improve  the  navigation,  by  artificial 
harbors,  deepening  channels,  erecting  piers,  and  other 
useful  works  upon  the  coast ;  to  improve  the  commmit- 
cations  between  the  States,  by  the  internal  commeroe  of 
the  country,  now  vastly  greater  than  the  f<neign.  The 
public  debt  is  in  a  progress  of  rapid  extinguisliment,  and 
quite  as  rapid  as  it  ought  to  be,  not  to  diirturb  the  com- 
merce, or  the  capital,  or  the  circulation  of  the  metallic 
medium'  of  the  countiy.  The  stock  of  the  United  States 
to  a  certain  extent,  forma  a  part  of  its  capital.  By  payihg 
it  off,  you  do  not  increase  the  circulating  medium,  bat 
you  destkw  that  part  which  is  a  substitute  fbr  capital. 
How  far  this  stock  enters  into  the  catkital  upon  wbicli 
trade  and  commerce  is  carried  on,  I  do  not  know,  nor  cao 
I  anticipate  the  effect  upon  them,  of  withdiawing.  In  a 
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■hort  period,  seventy  or  eighty  milliont  of  itock.  It  is 
probable  that,  by  s  mduia  operstion  of  ten  millions  a 
year,  no  dangerous  eSfect  .will  result.  Every  thing  will 
gmdually  accommodate  itself  to  the  changes  going  on. 
But  noChiog  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  causes  which  sud- 
denly derange  the  money  market ;  a  panic,  then,  deran- 
ges every  thing  else.  The  moment  the  drain  is  felt,  the 
Banks  curtail,  money  appreciates,  property  sinks  in  value : 
peconiarv  embarrassment,  sacrifice,  distress^  and  bank- 
ruptcy, follow.  It  is  the  business  of  sUtesmen  to  look  to 
this,  and  to  guard  against  it.  If  a  drain  of  specie  in  the 
Western  countrv  has  produced  great  sacrifice  and  ruin, 
what  would  be  its  efllects  upon  the  Atlantic  States,  and  in 
our  kr^  cities  ?  Twenty  millions  of  this  stock  is  held 
by  foreigners,  and  the  gentleman  says  that  we  are  tribu- 
tary to  Uiem,  to  the  annual  amount  of  the  interest  When 
this  debt  is  paid  off,  if  this  sum  is  reinvested  in  the  ooan- 
try,  we  ahalf  still  contribute  to  them  the  amount  of  this  in- 
terest t  but  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  foreigners  will 
not  invest  in  any  institutions  of  the  SUtes.  The  capital 
hMtracted  here  by  a  profitable  investment  in  public 
stocks  of  the  Government,  on  the  faith  of  which  they  rely. 
They  have  no  confidence  in  local  institutions.  If  twenty 
fnilUons  were  withdrawn  too  suddenly,  it  miglit  disturb 
the  ehrculatimr  medium,  and,  thereby,  tlie  trade  and  com- 
merce, as  wen  as  the  value  of  property.  I  wish  the  pub- 
lic debt  paid  off,  as  ftst  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  I  think  the 
rate  of  ten  millions  a  year  is  rapid  enough,  and  ought  not 
to  be  accelerated. 

The  gentleman  says  there  is  a  balance  of  four  millions, 
at  all  times^  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  use  of 
which  that  institution  enjoys  gratuitously.  It  u  true,  the 
Bank  receives,  in  deponte,  at  different  places,  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  Government,  which  they  pay  out  to  the 
order  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  is  called  for,  to  meet  the  ap- 
propriations ;  that  about  a  quarter  of  the  amount,  vary- 
ing firom  three  to  five  millions,  is  always  in  the  vaults  in 
advance)  tiie  use  of  which,  he  supposes,  is  a  boon  to  the 
Bank,  and  without  equivalent.  If  we  had  a  treasury  of  our 
own,  we  must  always  have  a  quarter  year's  revenue  in  ad- 
vmnce.  That  must  lie  idle  and  unemployed  in  our  cof- 
fers. That  immense  sum  must  be  trusted  to  the  integri- 
ty  of  a  single  individual,  and'  must  pass  through  the 
hands  of  twenty  irresponsible  agents.  Disbursements 
must  be  nude,  loans  discharged,  and  pensions  paid,  at 
various  points.  It  would  require  a  complicated  machine- 
ry I  and,  even  then,  expenses  and  losses  would  be  incur- 
red, and  inconveniences  experienced.  I  believe  the 
Bank  a  necessaiy  appendage  of  tlie  Treasury,  which,  be- 
sides aiTording  a  sound  currencv  for  the  ^yment  of  du- 
ties^ fiusility  of  exchange,  ancl  transmission  by  checks, 
peHbrms,  without  compensation,  and  without  loss^  all 
the  moneyed  operations  of  the  Government.  Is  it  nothing 
that  we  have  a  safe  depository,  and  a  responsible  agent  ? 
U  security  and  accommodation  nothing  ?  We  are  large 
flrtoekholden  ourselves,  and  partake,  to  that  extent,  in  any 
profit  it  may  give.  But,  sir,  how  infinitely  more  import- 
ant must  ^is  institution  become  in  time  of  war.  Besides, 
this  balance  is  always  appropriated,  and  no  longer  the 
fiind  of  the  nation.  It  is  deposited  for  those  who  have 
a  right  to  receive  it,  and  that  right  is  perfect  at  the  end 
i>f  the  year,  and  liable  to  bexlrawn  at  any  time. 

f  concur  with  the  views  of  the  gentleman,  for  politi- 
cal reasons,  in  the  propriety  of  graduating  the  price  of 
pubKc  land  to  the  quality— this  is  but  justice  to  all  classes, 
and  it  is  due  to  those  States  whose  lands  are  of  inferior 
rate.  I  concur,  alK>,  in  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
price  of  the  lands,  because  I  oelieve  a  man  is  a  better 
citizen,  and  has  a  better  provision  for  his  family,  who  is 
the  proprietor  of  a  section  of  land,  than  the  owner  of 
half  a  section — as  the  owner  of  a  half  is  superior  to  the 
owner  of  a  quarter  section.  By  making  him  a  proprietor, 
you  render  him  independent;  you  elevate  him  in  the  scale 


of  society;  you  give  him  a  stake  in  the  common  stock  of 
the  community;  you  make  him  a  citicen,  instead  of  a  de* 
pendent  I  would  go  fiuther^  I  would  give  to  every  head 
of  a  family  half  a  section  of  land,  who  should  actually 
inhabit  and  cultivate  it  for  five  or  ten  years.  The  country, 
besides  making  him  a  freeholder,  and  stimulating  his  in* 
dustry,  and  providing  for  his  family,  will  be  greatly  com- 
pensated by  the  general  improvement  of  the  State,  by 
the  increase  of  population  and  production,  and  by  con* 
tributions  to  tlie  revenue.  These  lands  are  a  vast  resource 
to  the  People,  but  very  inconsiderable  to  the  Govern- 
ment. They  will  not  yield  more  than  a  million  a  year, 
while  you  are  exhausting  the  capital  $  but,  if  they  were 
cultivated,  they  would  add,  by  increased  production,  five 
or  ten  times  that  sum,  in  duties  on  consumption., 

I  differ,  however,  entirely,  with  him,  as  to  the  effect  of  a 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  lands  upon  the  revenue.  He 
supposes  the  effect  would  be  to  double  the  amount  of 
the  receipts.  These  sales  are  limited  now,  by  the  ability 
of  the  purchasers  ;  you  may  sell  twice  the  quantity  for 
half  the  price,  but  you  cannot  increase  the  amount  of 
mone^;  and,  if  you  could,  you  would  drain  tlie  new  States 
of  their  specie,  and  produce  the  ruinous  consequences  we 
have  before  witnessed,  from  that  cause,  in  the  Western 
States.  If  it  could  be  effected,  it  would  be  unwise  to  in- 
crease that  drain,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  paying  the  pufc>- 
lie  debt  a  year  or  two  sooner  than  by  the  nat(u«l  means 
now  in  operation. 

If  I  differ  with  the  gentleman  on  these  points,  I  disap- 
prove still  more  his  ukerior  views.  The  object  seems  to 
be,  to  force  the  revenue  to  the  highest  point,  to  stop  the 
progress  of  all  our  improvements,  to  press  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt  in  five  years,  in  order  that,  wnen  that 
is  accomplished,  we  may  remove  the  duties,  and  lighten 
the  burthens  of  the  People.  I  think  I  have  shown,  that 
the  ideas  of  two  millionx  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  and  of 
two  millions  from  the  public  lands,  are  both  ftllacioos. 

If  relief  is  the  object,  I  think  the  mode  extremely  inju* 
dicious.  The  plan  is,  to  discontinue  the  usual  appropria- 
ations  for  Internal  Improvements,  by  which  three  or  four 
millions  are  annually  carried  back  to  the  People,  to  re* 
ward  their  labor  and  improve  the  country ;  and  to  add  an 
extra  four  millions  to  the  immense  Sinking  Fund  of  ten 
millions,  that,  by  a  great  effort,  the  debt  may  be  extin- 
guished in  five  years.  Now,  on  the  contrarjr,  I  would 
propose,  if  we  must  discontinue  these  important  Na- 
tional works,  and  suspend  all  improvements,  to  abolish  tho 
duties  at  once  upon  tea,  coffee,  spices,  cocoa,  chocolate 
— those  necessaries  of  life,  which  enter  into  the  con- 
sumption of  every  family,  and  of  all  classes,  and  which 
are  not  produced  in  the  country— and,  if  necessary,  to 
diminish  those  on  wines^  silks,  and  fine  Unens,  &c.  This 
would  be  a  relief,  while  it  would  not  impair,  the  proteo- 
tion  of  our  productions,  or  retard,  injuriously,  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt.  This  debt  will  be  paid  in  good  time, 
by  the  regular  operatlons^there  is  no  motive  for  strain- 
ing every  thing  to  the  utmost  point  of  tension— wispend- 
ing  all  works  of  public  utility,  extorting  four  mUlioni 
from  the  People,  merely  to  expedite  that  object. 

The  ^ntleman  from  Missoun,  in  looking  forward  to  thd 
extinguishment  of  this  debt,  has  broached  new  and  dan- 
gerous doctrines,  which  go  to  the  foundation  of  all  pro- 
tection, and,  carried  into  effect^  would  ruin  this  or  any 
other  country.  I  hope  I  misunderstood  him.  But  what 
he  has  sud  touches  me  in  a  tender  point,  and  I  cannot  per- 
mit it  to  pass.  It  is  said  in  terms  that  mark  deliberation 
— and  It  IS  distinctly  announced— that  these  principles 
are  to  f<Nrm  the  distinctive  lines  between  the  great  parties 
that  are  to  divide  the  politicians  of  this  country. 

He  says,  **  I  am  for  abolishing  duties  in  toto,  as  soon  as 
'*  the  public  debt  is  paid  off,  upon  all  articles  of  prime  ne- 
"  cessity,or  ordinary  comfort,which  are  not  made  at  home, 
*'  or  not  mad^  in  sufficient  quantity  to  merit  national  pjx). 
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«*  tcction."  And,  to  malte  his  views  more  intelligible,  he 
adds,  "salt,  sugar,  blankets,  flannels,  present  another 
«*  class  of  necessaries,  and  comforts,  upon  which  some 
*<  diversity  of  opinion  may  arise  ;  they  are  necessaries  of 
"  life,  and  partly  made  at  home,  but  not  in  sufficient 
**  quantity  to  answer  the  public  demand."  If  from  this 
is  to  be  inferred,  that  these  articles  do  not  deserve  the 
national  protection,  becavise  they  do  not  supply  the  pub- 
lic demand— and  the  protecting  duties  are,  consequenlly, 
to  be  removed — and  this  is  to  constitute  the  line  between 
the  parties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  on  what  side  of 
that  line  I  shall  be  found.  This  doctrine  followed  out  to 
its  consequences,  would  reach  wool,  hemp,  cotton  bag- 
ging, iron,  lead,  and  almost  every  article,  agricultunil 
and  manufacturing,  which  is  now  the  object  oi  National 
protection. 

Sir,  I  am  unwilling  to  touch  the  great  system  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  upon  which  I  believe  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  now,  essentially  depends.  The  laws,  upon 
th6  faith  of  which  capital  is  invested,  and  labor  direct- 
ed to  all  the  various  pursuits  of  life,  should  be  sacred.  If 
this  revision  is  to  take  place,  where  will  it  end  ?  One  in- 
terest will  be  sacrificed  at  a  time,  until  all  confidence  is 
lost  in  the  faith  of  our  laws,  and  the  permanency  of  our 
•policy — until  the  capital,  industry,  and  spirit  of  the  coun- 
try is  broken,  and  disorder,  confusion,  and  ruin,  result. 
The  necessaries  of  life,  which  the  soil  produces,  instead 
of  being  singled  out  as  peculiarly  worthy  of  sacrifice, 
ought  to  be  the  objects  or  special  care.  No  People  can 
dispense  with  the  use  of  (hem  ;  no  nation  can  be  inde- 
pendent-without  them;  in  war,  you  could  not  procure 
them  {  in  peace,  you  will  have  no  means  to  buy  them. 

Sir,  I  am  the  more  surprised,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  has  so  recently  aided  in  establishing  this  system. 
He  rendered  a  most  acceptable  service  to  his  State,  by 
an  ample  protection  of  its  chief  staple.  The  removal  of 
that  duty  now,  would  produce  very  injurious  cflTects  up- 
on the  industry  and  trade  of  that  State  ;  and  v«rith  the 
People,  to  whom  he  now  refers  the  subject  of  abolition  of 
duties,  it  will  be  a  question,  whether  they  are  willing  to 
sacrifice,  annually,  a  million  of  productive  labor,  to  save 
a  tithe  of  that  sum,  by  removing  the  duties  on  other  ar 
tides,  which  they  obtain  by  an  exchange  of  theira.  Let 
us  test  the  correctness  of  this  doctrine  of  abolishing  du- 
ties, because  the  article  is  not  produced  "  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  answer  the  demand."  We  import,  annually, 
more  than  10  millions  of  pounds  of  lead,  in  different  forms, 
equal  to  near  half  a  million  of  dollars .  Some  of  these  ar- 
ticles are  considerably  increased  in  value  by  manufacture. 
Missouri  abounds  with  lead  ore — ^she  produces  now  about 
half  a  million  of  dollars  a  year — but  she  does  not  supply 
the  demand  $  she  has,  however,  the  material,  the  labor, 
■kill,  and  capital,  to  supply,  in  time,  "  the  public  de- 


mand." Now,  upon  the  principle  assumed,  because  there 
is  ft  market  at  home,  and  the  pubhc  dcmand'for  lead  not 
supplied  by  Missouri,  the  duty  must  be  abolished.  Sir, 
we  nave  soil  and  labor  to  produce  sugar  and  molasses, 
equal  to  the  consumption  of  the  country.  But,  at  present, 
we  require  six  millions  of  dollars  worth  from  abroad.  We  ^ 
have  an  open  market  at  home  for  the  employment  of  slave 
Jftbor,  to  the4ulditionai  extent  of  six  millions  a  year;  and 
we  nifty  safely  calculate  the  annual  consumption  of  these 
articles  in  twenty-five  years,  at  sixteen  millions  of  doliara. 
This  demand,  in  due  time,  will  be  supplied  under  the  pre- 
sent fostering  care  of  the  Government;  but,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down,  because  we  do  not  now,'*answcr  tlic  pub- 
lic demand,"  it  will  "  not  merit  the  National  protection." 
The  duties  must  be  removed,  and  the  market  supplied  by 
foreigners,  and  the  value  of  the  soil  and  labor  sacrificed. 
Sir,  uiat  will  |>resent  a  great  question  to  all  the  Southern 
States,  the  value  of  whose  slave  property  must  now  de- 
pend on  tiie  cultivation  of  the  cane.  The  market  of  all 
agricult\iral  productions  is  now  ful'y  supplied.      Flour, 


tobacco,  and  cotton,  are  now  pressing  on  the  demand ; 
they  have  fallen  to  the  lowest  prices  ;  but  there  rem«n8 
one  great  field  of  labor  open  to  their  enterprise,  suffi' 
cient  to  give  employment  to  a  great  portion  of  their  slaves, 
and  that  alone,  at  this  time,  gives  any  value  to  that  pro- 
perty. Remove  tliis,  and  we  are  thrown  into  direct  com- 
petition with  the  Islands,  and  our  productions  and  our  la- 
bor must  sink  to  the  level  of  theirs.  It  would  annihilate, 
at  one  blow,  at  leasthalf  of  the  value  of  the  Southern  pro- 
perty. But,  sir^  without  this  protection,  sugar  could  not 
be  made.  It  would  not  only  be  an  entire  sacrifice  of  all 
the  capital  employed  in  it,  but  it  would  make  a  n'ide  ruin* 
Besides,  sir,  what  will  you  give  in  exchange  for  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  in  sugar  ^  And,  if  you  take  that 
amount  of  your  present  exports  for  this  article,  you  must 
limit  yourselves  to  that  extent  in  something  else.  Sir, 
tlie  whole  amount  of  tiie  sugar  enters  into  the  internal 
trade  of  the  country,  and  the  whole  of  it  either  goes  off 
by  exchange  with  the  several  States,  for  Uieir  peculiar 
productions,  or  the  money  remains  in  the  country. 

Sir,  1  had  no  hand  in  creating  this  system  of  protection, 
but  it  is  sacred  now  with  me.     The  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  People,  are 
now  intimately  interwv>ven  with  it.     It  has  become  a  vital 
interest.  The  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the 
pension  list,  which  will  be  effected  in  eight  years,  by  the 
present  operation,  will  reduce  the  expenditure  below 
eiglit  millions.     The  abofition  of  duties  on  articles  not 
grown  or  made  in  the  country,  will  reduce  the  revenue  at 
least  eight  millions^  Teas,  coffee,  spices,  cocoa,  chocolate, 
wines,  silk?,  and  linens,  will  produce  $7,600,000,  which 
will  reduce  the  revenue  to  14  or  15   millions'-and  to 
15  or  14  without  the  aid  of  the  lands,   and  leave  the 
capital  and  labor  still  protected}  and,  1  trust,  it  will  never 
become  necessary  to  disturb  the  present  order  of  things, 
or  important  to  reduce  the  revenue  below  that  sum.  This 
will  afford  us  from  five  to  six  millions  a  year  of  surplus 
revenue,  to  he  disposed  of  by  the  wisdom  of  Congress^ 
in  the  mode  in  which,  according  to  their  discretion,  the 
greatest  amount  of  good  will  be  produced  to  tlie  country. 
What  can  be  more  cheering  and  animating  to  the  states- 
man and  patriot,  than  the  regular  application  of  such  a 
sum,  for  a.  single  ccntilry,  to  the  improvement  and  em- 
bellishment of  his  country  ?    The  rivers  it  will  open,  the 
harbors  it  will  deepen,  the  canals  it  will  form,   the  roads 
and  rail-ways  it  will  construct,  and  avenues  of  trade  it  will 
create — the  monuments  it  will  erect  to  the  glory  of  the 
country  ! 

The  anticipation  of  the  surplus  revenue  has  already 

brought  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  two  modes  of 

employing  the  money.     The  one  is  to  apply  it,  annually, 

to  the  great  improvements  of  every  kind,  in  their  proper 

I  order,  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  and  the  communications 


between  the  States;  the  other  proposes  to  divide  the 
sum  among  the  several  States,  according  to  population. 
It  is  too  soon  to  enter  upon  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
systems.  I  greatly  prefer  the  former,  because  I  believe 
the  States  incompetent  to  the  great  national  works  that 
are  necessary  to  connect  the  several  parts  of  the  Union. 

But,  if  the  majority  of  the  People  should  eventually  de- 
cide against  the  expediency  of  pursuing  the  great  system 
of  improvement,  I  greatly  prefer  the  distribution  among 
he  States,  to  the  aboHtion  of  duties :  and  if  we  should 
ever  determine — which  I  hope  we  shall  not — to  forego 
the  general  system,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the 
most  beneficial  conse<^ucnccs  may  result,  even  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  States,  in  establishing  permanent  junds  for 
education — rendering  that  cheap  and  accessible  to  all 
classes ;  aqd  by  judicious  application  to  objects  of  public 
usefulness.  If  it  was  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  levy  a 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  State  Governments,  it  would 
be  infinitely  superior  to  Uie  abolition  of  duties. 

This  fund,  distributed  among  the  Statc.%  according  to 
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population,  will  enable  each  State  to  ^penae  with  direct 
taxation.  Their  taxes  are  levied  only  on  property,  while 
capital  stock  and  income  is  exempt  Those  of  the  Ignit- 
ed States  fall  equally  upon  the  wealth  of  the  community. 
Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  resolutions.  I 
am  satisfied  to  leave  this  subject  to  the  Committee,  be- 
lieving they  will  disapprove  idl  the  objects  contemplated 
by  them. 

[Hr.  BfiNTON  said  he  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  had  fallen  into  an  error  in  relation  to  the  two 
millions.  He  found,  by  the  law  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  sum  of  2,000,000  was  to  remain  in  the 
Treasuiy  over  and  above  tlie  appropriations  of  Congress. 
It,  therefore,  could  not  be  disposed  of,  as  the  gentleman 
supposed.  If  the  United  States  was  to  be  considered  as 
deriving  happiness  and  prosperity  from  the  existence  of 
the  public  debt,  then  Great  Britain  must  be  tlie  happiest 
nation  in  the  world:  for  her  debt  amounted  to  nearly  four 
thousand  millions  of  dollars.] 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said, that  nothing  which  had  fallen  from 
him  could  have  called  for  that  remai'k.  He  had  uttered  no 
sentiment  of  that  kind,  and  was  incapable  of  uttering  such 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  this  country.    His  re- 
marks were  limited  to  the  time  of  paying  the  debt,  and 
the  policy  of  forcing  the  payment  in  a  short  period,  and 
to  its  possible  effect  upon  the  currency.     The  debt  al- 
ready exists  \  it  is  the  excess  of  our  expenditure,  in  two 
wan,  over  our  revenues  ;  it  is  the  cost  of  our  indepen- 
dence,andtbe  acquivtion  of  what  will  be  four  States  in  this 
Union.     It  is  a  subject  little  understood  in  its  effect  and 
operation  upon  the  wealth,  commerce,  and  currency  of 
the  countiy,  and  one  upon  which  it  is  easy  to  excite  pub- 
lic prejudice.     A  public  debt  is,  no  doubt,  a  public  evil ; 
but  u  an  evil,  from  which,  by  injudicious  management, 
much  greater  evil  may  result.     By  paying  off  large  sums 
at  onae  to  foreign  creditors,  you  may  produce  a  drain  of 
specie— by  throwing  large  sums  suddenly  into  the  com- 
munity, you  wtLj  duturb  the  regular  operations  of  the 
money  market,  m  which  revulsions  may  take  place,  not 
onlv  injurious  to  individuals,  but  to  g^eat  branches  of  trade 
-"the  whole  commerce-^and  upon  property  itself.    You 
draw  upwards  of  twenty  millions  a  year  from  the  body  of 
the  People :  the  payment  of  the,  public  debt  goes  back  to 
large  cities,  and  to  foreigners  ;  ten  millions  of  this  sum 
are  now  devoted  to  that  object.    Would  it  not  be  better 
to  apply  the  balance  to  improvements  in  different  parts  of 
the  countty,  or  to  reduce  the  duties  upon  certain  neces- 
saries of  life,  not  produced  here  ?  If  a  public  debt  is  an 
evil,  it  is  not  so  to  the  extent  of  the  debt.  The  funding  of 
the  public  debt  created  a  capital  of  eighty  milllona.  How 
fiir  that  capital  has  supplied  the  want  of  specie— how  far 
itenleradmto  commercial  transactions — how  much  it  aug- 
mented the  value,  and  fixed  a  certain  standard  to  proper- 
ty—bow  many  debts  it  paid — how  much  distress  it  pre- 
vented—what has  been  Its  general  effect  upon  national 
wealth  and  cbaracter^-how  far  it  has  accelerated  tlie  rapid 
growth  and  advancement  of  the  countr}',  and  the  general 
prosperity— cannot  now  be  known. 

We  have  acquired  a  vast  domain  of  land,  and  increas- 
ed our  revenues.  A  large  portio'n  of  the  purchase  money 
went  to  our  own  citizens.  The  amount  of  the  foreign 
debt  is  so  much  capital  brought  into  the  country,  or  has 
served  to  preserve  the  balance  of  trade,  or  to  prevent 
drains  of  specie.  It  serves  as^  a  medium  of  exchange  in 
large  transactions,  and  is  the  basis  of  many  institutions.  It 
18  a  safe  investment  for  widows  and  children,  and  there 
are  eight  thousand  creditors  holding  this  stock.  Still,  sir, 
there  wan  obligation  to  pay  it  off,  easily  to  the  People, 
and  rcguIarlVT  not  to  produce  any  unequal  action. 

The  pubhc  debt  of  England  was  not  created,  because 
it  was  a  public  blessing ;  but  is  the  effect  of  her  peculiar 
poidtion,  the  nature  of  her  government,,  and  the  course  of 


her  gigantic  power  and  immense  wealth,  and  to  make  her 
the  Br  St  nation  in  Europe,  we  can  ail  see  :  but  whethev 
the  acquisition  is  worth  the  cost,  to  her  People,  is  doubt- 
ful. It  is  a  debt  of  enormous  amount,  and  is  an  evidence 
of  her  vast  resources,  and  the  faith  of  the  nation.  It  is,- 
however,  due  to  her  own  citizens,  of  whom  three  hun- 
dred thousand  are  stockholders  :  more  than  half  of  t6lrt 
number  draw  less  than  ten  pounds  a  year  each ;  and  about 
a  third  less  than  three  pounds  a  year.  A  large  mass  it 
held  by  a  few  individuals,  but  who,  also,  spend  large  witom^ 
perhaps  the  whole  amount  of  their  revenues.  The  money 
is  forced  rapidly  through  the  community,  and  back  into 
the  Treasury.  But,  while  this  goes  on,  the  aggregate  df 
wealth  is  increasing. 

Mr.  ^.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  Her 
was  happy  to  see  the  realization  of  all  our  wishes  in  the 
extinguishment  of  this  debt.  It  will  occur,  by  the  regu<' 
lar  application,  in  ten  years.  I  shall  be  ^lad  tol>e  re- 
lieved from  such  a  burthen,  especially  as  it  will  relieve  the 
public  lunds  from  the  pledge — relieve  us  from  the  neces- 
sity of  holding  them  up  for  revenue,  and  enable  us  to 
adopt  a  more  liberal  policy  towards  the  States  ;  as  it  will 
enable  us  to  diminish  the  duties  seven  or  eight  millions, 
and  give  us  the  disposition  of  nx  or  seven  millions  for 
great  national  objects. 

^Ir.  MACON  said,  that,  as  he  had  understood  it,  this 
was  merly  a  motion  for  inquiry.     He  did  not  accede  to 
the  proposition,  that,  if  the  public  debt  was  paid  ofF^  it 
would  reduce  the  capital  of  the  country.     The  public 
debt  was  like  a'  private  debt.    If  he  should  give  his  bond 
of  a  thousand  dollars,  he  believed  that,  if  he  did  not  pay  it 
when  he  was  able,  it  never  would  be  paid.     It  was  with  a 
nation  as  with  an  individual.     If  we  do  not  pay  our  publio 
debt  when  we  have  money,  tliere  is  no  certainty  that  it 
will  ever  be  paid.     The  diiference  between  them  wa% 
that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  public  debt  was  liqui- 
dated, the  taxes  upon  the  People  would  be  reduced  and 
they  would  have  more  money  at  heme.     He  had  long 
thought  there  was  a  strong  party  in  the  country,  which 
did  not  want  the  public  debt  paid  off.     Not  in  the  ad- 
ministration, but  in  the  Legislature  ;  and  that  party  waa 
for  spending  the  money  of  tiie  country  for  all  kinds  of 
projects,  instead  of  applying  it  to  the  public  debt.  It  was 
ju&t  as  it  was  with  individuals  who  spent  all  their  income 
and  neglected  tlieii*  debts  ;  and  it  could  not  lead  to  bene- 
ficial results.  England  might  have  paid  off  her  debt  more 
than  once,  if  they  had  followed  a  prudent  course.      For 
himself,  he  wished  to  see  the  public  debt  discharged. 
We  shall  not  always  go  on  as  at  present     There  will 
come  a  time  for  war.      We  are  continually  preparing  for 
it  ;  and  when  we  are  ready,  we  shall  go  to  war.    He  had 
been  a  long  time  desirous  to  see  some  more  direct  meana 
taken  for  paying  the  debt  of  the  Nation,  but  he  began  to 
despair;  and  now,  instead  of  calculating  upon  itft  being 
done,  he  did  not  know  as  that  happy  event  would  ever 
take  place. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  Fortifications,  for  the  year  1828, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  appropriat- 
ing $  50,000  for  the  erection  of  a  Fortification  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Barataria,  near  New  Orleans,  being  under 
consideration. 

Several  letters  and  documents,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed object  of  appropriation,  were  read,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  opposed  the  amendment,  observing 
that,  last  year,  it  was  understood  that  the  appropriations, 
were  to  decrease  yearly ;  instead  of  which,  here  was  a 


her  continental  policy.     How  far  it  has  operated  to  create '  new  project,  not  mentioned  in  the  former  plans.     He  had 
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obienred,  that  the  eatimates  had  always  fallen  iar  short  of 
the  expenditures  on  the  works )  and,  as  he  believed  the 
system  of  fortification  was  going  on  to  a  length,  which 
'Congress  had  nerer,  by  any  vote  that  it  had  g^ven,  author- 
ked,  be  wished  to  see  those  fortifications  finished,  which 
liad  been  already  commenced,  before  he  could  vote  for 
any  new  ones. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  in  reply,  contended  that,  when  the  es- 
timates had  fiiUen  short  of  the  expenditures,  it  was  from 
the  impossibility  of  arriving  at  the  exact  sum  in  advance 
which  a  work  would  cost.  As  to  the  fortification  now 
proposed,  he  considered  it  essential  to  make  valuable  and 
•efficient  the  various  works  which  had  already  been  com- 
pleted for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans.  The  passage 
which  was  to  be  defended  by  this  fortification,  could  be 
entered  independently  of  the  passages  which  were  de- 
^  fended  by  the  works  already  constructed ;  hence,  the  ex- 
penditure upon  them,  without  this  additional  provision, 
would  be  thrown  away.  The  branch  of  the  Mississippi, 
at  the  entrance  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  place  a  forti- 
fication, would.otherwise  be  accessible  to  an  enemy,  who 
coutd  land  there,  and  transport  his  forces  up  the  nver  to 
New  Orleans.  The  defence  of  that  city  was  essential, 
firom  its  great  commercial  importance ;  and  it  had  been 
defended  during  the  last  war,  by  the  skill  of  its  General, 
and  the  bravery  of  the  troops.  We  could  not  always  de- 
pend on  having  such  a  General,  or  such  soldiers.  If  we 
•hut  one  avenue  of  approach,  and  leave  open  another,  the 
expenditures  on  the  works  would  be  fruitless.  The  vi- 
cinity of  New  Orleans  was  peculiarly  undefended ;  and  a 
laige  force  could  not  be  suadenly  brought  to  bear  upon 
its  defence.  Another  reason  why  this  appropriation  ought 
to  be  made  at  this  time  was,  that  the  officers  who  had  been 
employed  on  the  works  already  erected,  would  be  enabled 
to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  fortification  of  Bara- 
taria ;  and,  as  they  had  become  accustomed  to  the  climate, 
no  risk  would  be  incurred  by  placing  new  officers  there. 
It  was  true,  that  this  position  had  been  formerly  overlook- 
ed $  but  this  ought  not  to  operate  to  prevent  the  comple- 
tion of  a  work  deemed  necessary  to  the  defence  of  a  point 
■o  important.  At  the  present  time,  the  countnr  was  able 
to  make  the  expenditures,  and,  as  it  was  out  of^  the  pow- 
er of  any  one  to  predict  at  what  time  such  works  would 
become  necessary,  it  was  prudent  and  expedient  to  pre- 
pare for  any  exigency  which  a  state  of  war  might  present. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  in  defending  the  amend- 
ment, remarked  that,  in  1816,  Mr.  CrawfoM,  in  a  report 
upon  the  subject,  had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  ^800,000 
might  be  annually  appropriated  for  fortifications.  For 
severtJ  years  this  sum  was  appropriated.  In  1821  the 
amount  was  smaller,  in  consequence  of  a  scarcity  in  the 
revenue  :  yet,  when  it  could  be  done,  this  sum  had  been 
regularly  applied  to  this  object.  The  whole  amount  of 
the  present  bill,  including  an  appropriation  for  Pensaco- 
la,  and  one  for  Charleston,  was  646,000  dollars,  150,000 
dollars  less  than  the  sum  pouited  out  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
which  had  been  followed  up  as  the  rule  of  Congress 
whenever  the  amount  could  be  spared.  The  position  of 
Barataria  had  hitherto  been  overlooked ;  yet  all  that  had 
been  done  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  would  be  use- 
less, without  this  further  appropriation.  An  enemy  woul d 
have  the  fortifications  already  erected  in  the  rear,  and 
pass  up  the  inlet  at  the  mouth  of  which  this  fortification 
was  to  be  placed,  and  reach  the  city  unobstructed.  They 
would  not  be  so  stupid  as  to  attack  the  fortifications,  when 
they  could  advance  upon  their  object  by  an  unfortified 
pass,  and  could  make  the  attack  where  there  would  be 
no  defence.  Tliis  fortification  must  be  made  at  some 
time,  and  it  seemed  to  be  expedient  to  do  it  now,  while 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  were  employed  at  New 
Orleans  in  constructinfiT  other  similar  works.  It  was  a 
prudent  and  economical  course  to  provide  for  doing  the 
work  at  thb  period.    He  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  the ' 


gentleman  firom  New  Jersey,  as  to  the  errors  which  had 
een  committed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  system  of  for- 
tifications. In  many  instances,  the  fortifications  ereeted 
had  turned  out  to  be  useless.  Still,  be  was  in  favor  of 
going  on  with  the  system,  and  of  providing,  in  particular, 
for  the  defence  of  tiiose  points  which  were  weakest,  and 
of  the  gfreatest  importance.  LitUe  had  been  done  in  this 
wa^  at  the  South,  while,  from  the  sparseness  of  the  popu- 
lation, artificial  defence  was  most  required.  The  people 
in  the  North,  from  the  populousness  of  tlie  country,  con- 
trive to  defend  themselves  in  some  way  or  another.  They 
had  also  already  received  far  greater  attention  from  the 
Government  than  the  South.  But  the  fortification  of  New 
Orleans  was  not  done  solely  for  the  benefit  of  that  city. 
The  whole  Western  country,  the  trade  of  which  goes 
down  the  Mississippi,  is  to  be  protected  by  the  defence  of 
this  point,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  State  in  the  Union  that 
was  not,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  interested  in  this 
object.  Every  section  of  the  country  sends  vessels  there 
for  freights,  and  are,  consequently,  to  be  benefited  bj 
the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  serious  oppoaitioii 
would  be  made  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  he  did  not  think  the  fact,  that 
certain  men  had  been  employed  at  New  Orleans,  and  still 
wanted  employment,  and  ought  to  be  kept  in  employ. 
ment,  were  good  reasons  for  erecting  any  new  works  of 
the  kind.  He  doubted  the  statement  that  an  attack  could 
be  made  by  troops  transported  up  the  river  Barataria  in 
boats,  as  artillery  could  not  be  conveyed  in  this  maimer. 
Besides,  they  would  land  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
than  that  on  which  New  Orleans  was  situated.  As  to  the 
sums  hitiierto  appropriated,  he  did  not  think  Congress 
was  pledged  to  apply  $  800^000  to  fortifications.  He  did 
think,  however,  that,  whenever  ^50,000  was  expended 
upon  any  such  work,  they  had  had  experience  enough  to 
show  that  it  became  a  pledge  for  the  expenditure  of  half 
a  million.  The  genUeman  from  MaryUnd  seemed  to 
think  the  Government  bound  to  appropriate  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  annually,  because  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Crawford,  who  had  recommended  it,  or  consi- 
dered it  expedient.  Mr.  D.  had  as  high  a  respect  fyr  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Crawford  as  was  entertained  by  any  man ; 
but  he  would  not  vote  for  any  man's  opinions.  He  was 
opposed  to  embarking  in  any  new  expenditure  for  fortifi- 
cations until  those  already  commenced  had  been  com- 
pleted; and  some  computation  of  the  length  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  go  could  be  an'ived  at. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  tiiat,  after  the  war. 
Congress  had  appointed  a  board  of  engineew  to  examme 
the  various  posts,  with  the  view  to  the  erection  of  forall- 
cations ;  and,  although  no  particular  vote  had  been  given 
by  Congress  upon  the  system,  yet,  they  bad  been  ra  the 
continual  habit  of  appropriating  money,  from  time  to 
time,  for  these  objects.  The  three  first  years  after  the 
war,  these  appropriations  were  made  mthout  designatim^ 
the  works  to  which  they  should  be  applied.  Aftcrwarda 
they  made  specific  appropriations ;  and,  in  this  mamaer, 
they  had  gone  on  ever  since.  Had  a  specific  system  been 
adopted,  it  would  scarcely  have  been  more  binding  upon 
the  Government  than  it  is  at  present.  But  there  had 
been  difficulties  in  the  way  of  any  such  organized  plan* 
It  was  formerly  impossible  to  frame  an  entire  >y^>*; 
But  as  fiir  as  it  could  be  done,  a  plan  had  been  matted 
out,  and  followed  up.  It  was  a  general  understanding 
that  those  works,  necessary  to  national  defence,  should  be 
gradually  completed,  and  the  first  object  was  the  protcc- 
tion  of  the  great  cities.  The  defence,  for  instance,  or 
New  York,  whose  commerce  was  of  such  vast  imipcrt^occt 
and  where  the  property,  always  afioat,  was  of  immense 
value,  and  involved  the  interests  of  citizens  of  ereiy  p»rt 
of  the  Union,  was  a  matter  of  national  importance.  It 
was  also  of  great  moment  to  protect  the  commerce  of 
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New  OrleanSy  although  the  amount  of  property  in  the  city 
was  not  M>  great  u  that  of  New  York :  yet  the  trade  of 
the  Yast  interior  cotmtry,  of  which  New  Orleans  is  the  de- 
pot, creates^  during  three  months  of  the  year^  a  vast 
trade,  in  which  all  parts  of  the  Union^  in  on6  way  or  ano- 
ther, participated. 

It  was  needless  to  urge  the  necessity  of  defending  a 
d^  whare  so  much  wealth  was  continually  deposited, 
and  needing  protection  in  case  of  hostilities.  Fully  sen- 
sible of  that  necessity,  Congress  had  hitherto  macle  ap- 
propriations for  the  tbrtxfication  of  the  most  prominenC 
points  of  defence.  One  point  only  remains  t  and  unless 
It  were  also  provided  with  a  fortification,  the  troops  of  an 
enemy  might  disregard  all  that  had  been  alreadjr  done, 
and  transport  their  troops  and  artillery  up  the  Mississippi, 
and  attack  the  'city  more  easily  than  General  Packenham 
ascended  the  main  approach  to  it.  There  were  several 
passages  above  the  pomt,  by  which  the  enemy  could  pass 
mto  the  Mississippi,  without  being  obliged,  as  was  the 
case  with  Genend  Packenham,  to  cut  a  canal.  Three 
or  four  canals,  leading  into  the  Mississippi,  would  afford 
this  convenience  to  an  enemy,  after  he  had  once  ascended 
beyond  the  point  which  this  provision  proposes  to  fortify. 
The  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that  he 
could  only  reach  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  is,  there- 
fore, not  correct.  It  was  perfectly  true,  as  had  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that,  if  this  pass  were  not 
fortified,  the  money  expended  on  the  works  already  con- 
structed, would  have  been  entirely  thrown  away.  On  the 
acore  of  economy,  the  project  ought  now  to  be  carried 
intoefiTect  Two  engineers  are  now  employed  on  the 
other  fortifications  in  the  vicinity.  The  materials  for  the 
work  were  all  in  a  state  of  preparation.  The  works  for 
making  bricks,  which  had  cost  a  large  sum,  were  all  in 
operation,  and  the  principal  articles  required'  could  now 
be  obt^ned,  ftom  the  existence  of  these  preparatory 
works,  and  fh>m  the  fact  that  the  contracts  are  now  open, 
at  least  thirty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  three  years  afler 
tlie  suspension  of  operations.  Then  the  whole  expense 
of  a  coDunencement  of  the  works  mtist  be  incurred.  So 
that  it  was  not  an  unreasonable  supposition,  that,  by 
makmgtiie  appropriation  now,  the  sum  of  50,000  dollars 
will  be  saved  to  the  Government.  The  amount  of  the 
appropriation  proposed  this  year  was  150,000  dollars  be- 
low  the  sum  originally  fixed  upon  for  annual  expenditure 
on  objects  of  this  nature.  There  was  no  want  of  the 
means ;  and  if  the  money  was  not  expended  for  this  ob- 
ject, it  would  be  applied  to  some  other.  The  question 
therefore,  was,  whether  this  was  not  the  most  important 
olyect  to  which  it  could  be  devoted.  It  appeared  to  Mr. 
J.  tftat,  if  they  stopped  now,  the  whole  system  would  be 
obstructed.  Nor,  in  this  case,  would  the  gentleman *s 
idea  of  beginning  no  new  works  fairly  apply ;  as  this  new 
work  was^  after  all,  but  a  part  of  the  plan  contemplated 
at  first,  when  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  by  fortifica- 
tions, was  planned  and  commenced.  It  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Government  was  to  expend  large  sums  to 
pnNfcct  one  approach  to  the  city,  and  leave  another  en- 
tirely open  to  an  enemy.  Hence,  it  was  but  fair  to  argue, 
that,  even  if  thb  pass  were  originally  overlooked  in  the 
reports,  Congress  could  not,  with  propriety,  neelcct  it, 
when  it  was  shown  that  its  defence  was  essential  to  ren- 
der useful  the  works  on  which  large  sums  of  money  had 
already  been  expended.  Mr.  Johhstoit  considered  that 
the  erection  of  these  works  ought  to  depend  on  the  coun- 
try to  be  defended,  and  not  on  the  Amount  of  the  expen- 
diture  which  they  would  require.  Congress  would  not 
have  refused  to  erect  Fort  Jacxson,  for  the  defence  of  the 
Misnarippi,  because  its  cost  was  50,000  dollars  more  ihan 
haid  been  estimated.  It  was  not  the  cost  alone,  but  also 
the  object  to  be  gained  by  it,  that  Congress  was  to  consi- 
der.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  expense  had  so  fiu*  ex- 
ceeded Ihe  estimates  on  these  works  as  was  supposed. 


In  some  cases  it  doubtless  had  done  so.  But  he  believed 
that,  when  the  whole  contemplated  chain  of  defence 
should  have  been  finished « tlie  excess  would  not  be  more 
than 'one  million.  This  was  trifling  in  comparison  to  tha 
importance  of  the  works  which  would  have  been  com- 
pleted. Able  men  had  made  those  estimates,  and  ha 
thought  them  as  nearly  accurate  as  possible.  It  was  true, 
that  inexpedient  appropriations  had  been  made  ;  butther 
did  not  offer  good  g^und  of  opposition  to  plans  of  self- 
evident  importance  and  utility.  As  to  New  Orleans,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  protectinir  the  city 
and  its  commerce  with  fortifications.  The  facility  of  ap* 
proach,  the  difficulty  of  defence,  and  the  amount  of  pro- 
perty continually  exposed,  all  pointed  it  oat  as  a  point 
which  must  be  fortified  against  the  attacks  of  an  enemy* 
The  only  question  seemed  to  be,  whether  the  object 
should  be  carried  into  effect  now  or  hereafter.  The  gen^ 
tleman  from  New  Jersey  says,  that  the  position  is  not  its 
be  found  in  the  original  system.  But  that  fact,  said  Mr. 
J.  does  not  decide  the  point  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
work.  The  point  in  question  had  recently  been  exa. 
miaed  by  General  Bernard,  and  other  EnsnneerB  t  and^the 
proof  waa  now  as  strong  that  the  work  proposed  was 
needed,  as  it  could  have  been,  had  it  been  laid  down  iu 
the  original  svstem. 

The  amendment  was  then  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  appropriation  of  50,000  dollars  for  fortification  of 
the  harbor  of  Pensacola.  Mr.  D.  made  a  few  remarks, 
which  were  mostly  inaudible  to  the  reporter,  previous  to 
reading  an  extract  from  the  report  of  General  Bernard  on 
this  subject  He  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  he  did  not 
profess  to  have  any  recent  information  as  to  this  point* ; 
but,  if  it  was  not  explained,  he  could  not  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  SMIl'H,  of  Md.  said,  that  this  subject  had  been 
fully  investigated  in  the  other  House.  It  was  known  that 
we  had  a  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola,  and  that  its  position 
made  it  one  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  Southern 
section  of  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. He  read  the  report,  made  Ust  year,  of  the  Chief 
Engineer,  in  which  was  stated  the  necessity  of  fortifica- 
tions at  this  point,  and  observed  that  the  present  appro- 
priation only  contemplated  the  purchase  of  materials. 

Mr.  HARRISON  considered  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  had  not  given  the  proper  interpretation  to 
the  report  of  General  Bernard.  He  thought  that  report 
went  to  show  the  importance  of  fortificationn  at  Pensaco- 
la, rather  than  the  contrarv.  Whether  Pensacola  was  the 
proper  point  for  a  naval  depot  or  not,  was  not  the  ques- 
tion. The  navy  yard  is  there,  and  wants  protection.  The 
position  of  the  place  is  on  the  sea,  and  it  can  be  approach- 
ed, \iithout  notice,  b^  an  enemy's  fleet.  It  was  so  ritu- 
ated,  in  a  country  which  could  not  contribute  much  to  its 
defence,  that  it  was  essential  that  means  should  be  provid- 
ed to  protect  the  large  amount  of  public  property  which 
will  be  deposited  there,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. A  small  naval  force  might  find  shelter  under  the 
guns  of  the  forts  of  this  place,  nt>m  a  superior  squadron, 
and  be  able  to  give  great  facility  to  our  trade,  as  a  canal 
would  aoon  be  constructed  from  Pensacola  to  New  Or- 
leans; and  thus  the  former  place  be  an  outlet  to  a  great 
portion  of  the  Mississippi  trade.  Mr.  H.  remarked,  in 
conclusion,  that  some  or  the  reports  had  stated  that  there 
were  but  two  other  points  more  important  than  Pensacola, 
and  they  were  Boston  and  New  York. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  that,  according  to  the  report  of 
Gen.  Bernard,  the  fortification  of  Pensacola  would  require 
a  garrison  of  12,000  men  in  time  of  a  siege.  If  this  was 
the  case,  the  protection  afforded  by  it  toour  Navy  and  com- 
merce would  be  deariy  bought.  He  had  always  been  op. 
posed  to  the  selection  of  this  place  aaa  naval  depot,  and 
if  it  had  been  fixed  upon  as  such,  and  was  to  cost  tho 
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eountiyso  great  an  expense,  he  thought  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  ought  to  back  out  of  it.  The  matter  ought  to  be 
tiiorouehly  examined  before  any  money  was  expended 
•  there  for  fortifications.  The  expense^-the  number  of 
men  required  to  defend  it — its  exposed  situation—all 
these  ougfht  to  be  considered  before  Congress  made  this 
appropriation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the  motion  at 
considerable  length.  He  considered  the  erection  of  fur- 
tifieations,  absolutely  necessary  at  Pensacola,  where,  irom 
the  fact  of  its  being  a  nayal  depot,  large  amounts  of  pub- 
lic property  must  continually  be  exposed.  He  ag^ed  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that  our  fortifications  had 

fenerally  cost  double  the  amount  of  the  estimates.  But 
e  found,  in  this  foct,  no  good  reason  why,  if  they  were  to 
be  erected  any  where,  they  should  not  be  in  the  Southern 
section  of  the  country.  He  demonstrated,  by  a  statement 
of  facts,  the  importance  of  Pensacola,  as  a  naval  post ; 
and  spoke  also  in  favor  of  the  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions at  Savannah  and  Charieston,  S.  C*  If  they  were  to 
•top  in  this  system,  they  ought  to  stop  short,  and  deal  by 
one  part  of  the  country  as  they  did  by  the  other.  One 
portion  ought  not  to  be  defended,  and  the  other  remain 
undefended.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  gfoing  on — 
not  that  he  wished  to  be  considered  an  advocate  of  a  sys- 
tem of  fortifications,  consisting  of  useless  armaments,  but 
he  denred  that,  where  necessity  called  for  the  means  of 
defence,  they  might  be  gpiven.  He  did  not  depend  much 
upon  the  Engineem ;  but  their  estimates  would  be  aa  cor- 
rect in  this  case  as  in  any  other.  He,  therefore,  trusted 
that  the  South  would  be  allowed  to  share  in  the  benefits 
erf  the  system,  since  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be 
continued. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  opposed  the  motion.  He  considered 
that  the  question  presented  in  the  discussion  of  this  sys- 
tem, was,  whether  Congress  would  force  the  enemy  to 
carry  on  w^  without  our  limits,  or,  whether  we  shall 
suffer  all  the  complicated  evils,  which  our  people  endur- 
ed in  the  last  contest  with  Great  Britain,  and,  from  a 
want  of  preparation,  undergo  a  similar  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treasure.  The  system  has  gone  on  thus  far, 
unimpeded,  and,  since  objections  are  now  offered,  it  is  to 
be  asKcd,  «  Whether  it  is  to  be  made  general  in  its  ope- 
ration, or  to  stop  short,  after  a  partial  application  to  but 
one  favored  section  of  the  country  }"  North  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, millions  had  been  expended,  if  not  in  a  lavish, 
at  least  in  the  most  liberal  manner.  At  New  Orleans  a 
considerable  expenditure  had  also  been  made ;  but  be- 
tween these  points  nothing  had  been  done.  And  was 
this  still  to  be  so  ?  Are  we  [said  Mr.  B.]  without  the  pale 
of  protection,  that  no  appropriation  can  be  extended  to 
defend  our  shores  from  the  assaults  of  the  Nation's  ene- 
mies }  This  was  not  a  proposition  of  origfinal  expediency. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  mistaken  policy.  But  here  lies 
the  essence  of  the  question.  You  have  fortified  one  por- 
tion of  the  country,  so  that  the  efforts  of  a  hostile  visita- 
tion  are  turned  aside.  Another  portion  of  the  country  is 
left  defenceless,  and  the  natural  consequence  is,  that  the 
enemy  is  thrown  upon  that  unprotected  part ;  and  that, 
while  our  Northern  brethren  are  shielded  from  the  terrors 
of  war,  upon  us  in  the  South  the  whole  fury  of  hostility 
is  poured  out.  North  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  country  is 
thoroughly  defended ;  South  of  that  point,  the  People 
are  left  to  themselves.  The  selection,  by  the  gentieman 
from  New  Jersey,  of  Pensacola,  was,  he  thought,  pecu- 
liarly unfortunate.  Pensacola  was  so  situated  that  its  de- 
fence of  our  commercial  interests  was  a  most  important 
consideration.  The  Island  of  Cuba  was  considered  tiie 
key  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  only  point  whence  we 
could  exercise  any  control  over  the  commerce  of  the  Gulf, 
was  Pensacola.  It  had  been  -fixed  upon  as  the  only  eli- 
f^ble  pcnnt  for  a  naval  depot.  II  e  looked  upon  it  as  highly 
important  in  its  defence  of  New  Orleans,  as  there  could 


be  no  great  time  before  the  two  places  would  be  connect- 
ed by  a  canal ;  and  he  deemed  it  not  unlikely,  that  this 
communication  would  be  continued  to  the  Atlantic.  The 
importance  of  a  force  at  Pensacda  could  not  be  doubted. 
A  strong  post,  in  the  rear  of  an  enemy,  who  should  at> 
tack  New  Orleans,  would  operate  much  to  his  embarrass- 
ment^ and  would  require  a  £^at  addition  of  force.  It 
was  not  the  people  of  Florida  and  Loiusiana,  who  were 
to  be  benefited  exclusively  by  such  a  work.  He  would 
correct  an  error  of  the  gentleman  fixim  New  Jersey.  He 
had  read  the  report  erroneously ;  as  1,200,  and  not  12,000 
men  are  said  to  be  required  to  garrison  the  place.  It  has 
been  well  said  by  the  report,  that  eight-tenths  of  the 
United  States  are  deeply  interested  in  the  ddTence  of  this 
post.  Mr.  Bbrrisit  then  read  an  extract  from  the  revised 
report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  in  support  of  his  opini- 
ons, and  concluded  by  ui^ing,  that  the  fortification  of  Pen- 
sacoU  was  essential,  because  it  is  a  naval  depot,  and  a 
mass  of  public  property  must  necessarily  be  collected 
tliere — because  it  would  essentially  protect  the  trade  of 
New  Orleans — because  it  would  control  the  commerce  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico — ^and  because  it  is  idle  to  fortify  New 
Orleans,  if  this  important  post  is  left  undefended- 
Mr.  DICKERSON  defended  hb  motion  by  some  fur- 
ther remarks. 

Mr.  COBB  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  opposition 
to  the  whole  system.  He  considered  the  late  discovery 
of  the  point  of  Barataria,  not  a  littie  surprising.  He  said 
he  kid  down  the  ground  broadly,  that  Congress  had  been 
regularly  deceived  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,,  ever  nnce 
the  late  war.  He  did  not  know  when  the  expenditures 
were  to  end,  as  every  year  they  increased,  and  new  pro- 
jects were  continually  starting  up.  When  one  fortifica- 
tion was  done,  it  must  be  torn  down,  and  another  of  two 
hundred  guns  be  put  up  in  its  place.  This  was  the  con- 
stant course  of  the  system,  which  ought,  instead  of  sys- 
tem, to  be  called  a  vampyre,  which  was  feeding  with  in- 
satiable appetite  on  the  blood  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  C. 
then  made  some  remarks  on  the  tardy  progress  of  some 
of  our  larger  fortifications — Fortress  Monroe,  in  particular. 
He  considered  the  money  expended  at  the  Rip  Raps  so 
much  money  thrown  into  the  ocean.  He  viewed  the  whole 
system  to  be  nurturing  the  germ  of  a  standing  Army — and 
dangerous  to  tiie  liberties  of  the  country.  He  wished  to 
know,  after  the  forts  were  finished,  how  large  the  expen- 
ditures for  their  armaments  would  be ;  and  supposed  it 
would  be  a  lucrative  affair  for  the  Ordnance  Department. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Cobb  declared,  that,  if  be  could  pro- 
cure a  vote  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  to  refuse  to 
pass  a  single  appropriation  for  this  system,  whether  ^r 
finished  or  unfinished  fortifications— -and  then  he  %Miii1d 
vote  to  send  the  Engineers  over  the  ground  again,  to  profit 
by  the  errors  that  had  already  been  committed- 
Mr.  EATON  then  moved  an  adjournment, 

TuEssjLT,  MiacH  4,  1828. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  P^fBsi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  yesterday  : 
To  the  Senaie  of  the  United  States  .• 

WjLSHiKOTON,  March,  3,  1828. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
3d  January  last,  requesting  the  communication  of  infor- 
mation in  my  possession  relative  to  alleged  aggression  on 
the  rights  of  tne  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  persons 
claiming  authority  under  the  Province  of  New  Uiunswick, 
I  communicate  a  repoH  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a 
copy  of  that  of  the  Special  Agent,  mentioned  in  my  Mes- 
sage at  the  commencement  of  the  present  Session  of  Con- 
gress, as  having  been  sent  to  visit  the  spot  where  the  cause 
of  complaint  had  occurred,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
facts,  and  the  result  of  whose  inquiries  I  then  promised  lo 
communicate  to  Congress  when  it  shoidd  be  receive(l« 
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The  Senate  are  requested  to  receive  this  communication 
as  the  fulfilment  of  that  engagement,  and,  in  making  it,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  notice,  with  just  acknowledgment,  the 
liberality  with  which  the  Minister  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
residing  here,  and  the  Government  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick,  have  furnished  the  Agent  of  the  United 
States  with  every  facility  for  the  attainment  of  the  informa- 
tion which  it  was  the  object  of  his  mission  to  procure. 

Censidering  the  exercise  of  exclusive  temtorial  juris- 
diction upon  the  grounds  in  controversy,  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Brunswick,  in  the  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  John  Baker,  as  incon^atible  with  the  mutual  under- 
standing existing  between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Great  Britain,  on  this  subject,  a  demand  has 
been  addressed  to  the  Provincial  Authorities,  through 
the  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  release  of  that  indi- 
vidual from  prison,  and  of  indemnity  to  him  for  liis  deten- 
.tion.  In  domg  this,  it  has  not  been  intended  to  maintain 
the  regularity  of  his  own  proceedings,  or  of  those  with 
whom  he  was  associated  5  to  which  they  were  not  autho- 
rized by  any  sovereign  authority  of  this  country. 

The  documents  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Agent, 
being  original  papers  belonging  to  the  files  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  SUte,  a  return  of  them  is  requested,  w^hen  the 
Senate  shall  have  no  further  use  for  them. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

FORTIFICATIONS.  . 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
up — being  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  For- 
tifications for  the  year  1828  ;  and  the  question  being  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendme:it  adopted  yesterday,  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  making  an  appropriation  of  50,000  dol- 
lars for  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  Barataria,  near 
New  Orleans — 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  that  it  |^ve  him  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  state,  that  the  late  period  at  which  this  proposi 
tion  was  brought  forward,  was  not  owing  to  any  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  engineers.  The  point  now  pro- 
posed for  defence  had  been  mentioned  in  every  report  of 
the  engineers  upon  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  that  had 
been  made  to  Congress.  In  the  report  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  and  which  had  been  read  yesterday,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  the  fortification  of  the  point  desig- 
nated as  Grand  Terre  was  recommended  as  of  great  im- 
portance. The  point  was  that  which  was  now  presented 
to  the  Senate  as  tlie  fortress  of  Barataria.  As  to  any  er- 
ror in  the  reports  of  the  engineers,  he  did  not  consider 
that  the  Military  Committee  were  ct  all  responsible  for 
their  correctness,  as  these  subjects  were,  after  having 
been  acted  upon  in  the  other  House,  referred  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  decide  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Government  had  the  means  at  disposal 
for  carrying  them  into  effect.  It  was  impcftsible  that  the 
Committee  could  go  into  an  examination  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  report,  as  the  only  function  of  the  Finance 
Coqimittee  was  to  decide  upon  the  d^ails.  lie  merely 
made'  these  remarks  to  relieve  himself  frotn  any  siipposi- 
tion  that  he  was,  from  his  situation  in  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, to  be  supposed  possessed  of  minute  information 
on  these  subjects.  He  should  move  an  amendment  to  the 
bill — to  strike  out  the  word  Barataria,  and  insert  **•  Grand 
Terrc.*'  He  did  not  intend  to  g^  into  an  argument  to 
shew  the  necessity  of  the  provision  to  the  permanent  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans.  He  would  merely  make  one  re- 
mark, in  relation  to  an  observation  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  in  the  debate  of  yesterday.  He  said 
that  when  this  pass  was  fortified,  another  post  would  be 
needed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lafourche.  Mr.  H.  looked 
upon  this  as  erroneous."  lie  had  examined  a  large  map 
at  the  War  Department,  and  found  that  it  was  so  long  and 
circuitous,  that  it  would  not  probably  need  fortification.- 
In  some  oif  the  reports,  it  had  been  said,  that  this  river 
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might  require  some  trifling  fortification  ?  but,  at  any  rate 
they  would  make  no  very  important  consideration. 

Mr.  COBB  observed,  that  the  discussion  of  yesterday 
had  resulted  in  a  beneficial  manner,  since  more  informa- 
tion had  been  elicited  than  the  Senate  had  possessed  pre- 
viously. He  had  said,  yesterday,  tliat  the  fortification  of 
Barataria  had  never  been  reported  on  before  ;  and  even 
the  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  liad  allowed  that 
the  statement  was  correct.  It  now  appeared  that  Jhc 
report  of  the  engineers,  made  in  1821,  did  mention  this 
work,  but  made  a  different  name.  It  was  at  Grand  Terre, 
and  not  at  Barataria,  and  noticed,  it  was  true,  in  the  gen- 
eral plan — ^but,  it  would  be  perceived,  that  it  was  set  down 
in  the  Sd  class — and  it,  therefore,  appeared  to  him,  (Mr. 
C.)  that  the  time  had  not  arrive<l  to  begin  upon  it.  hi 
other  parts  of  the  country,  works  in  the  second  and  third 
classes  had  not  been  commenced  upon.  How  this  plan, 
so  gravely  and  so  solemnly  made,  could  be  departed  from, 
he  did  not  know.  How  the  works  at  New  Orleans,  em- 
bracing tlie  three  classes,  could  be  carried  into  effect,  in 
opposition  to  this  plan,  he  could  not  tell.  If  the  plan 
was  proper  and  judicious,  he  thought  its  advocates  ought 
to  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  said,  that  the  name  of  Bara- 
taria  was,  from  peculiar  circun>stance8,  notorious.  Every 
man  in  the  community  knew  where  Barataria  was  situated. 
But  Grand  Terre  was  not  known,  and  he  should  have  diffi- 
culty in  finding  its  exact  location  himself.  Grand  Terre 
merely  signified  high  land,  and  was  applied,  generally,  to 
almost  every  point  of  high  ground.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
from  the  want  of  distinctness  in  the  position  pointed  out 
by  the  appellation  Grand  Terre,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  he  wa<«  willing  to  witlidraw 
his  motion,  or  move  to  insert  Grand  Terre,  near  Barataria. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said,  that  he  wished  it  might  be 
withdrawn  :  Barataria  was  far  the  best  name.  He  pre- 
sumed, tliat,  when  gentlemen  examined  the  report  yes- 
terday, the  position  was  not  recognized,  because  it  was 
spoken  of  under  the  name  of  Grand  Tcri*e.  It  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  matter  of  very  little  importance  whether 
the  fortification  was  to  be  of  the  second  or  the  third  class. 

Mr.  CHANDtsEUsaid  that,  as  there  seemed  to  be  se- 
veral places  called  Grand  Teire,  in  Louisiana — [Mr.  Jous- 
sTO^  said,  it  was  merely  the  general  term  for  high  land] — 
he  tliought  that  the  appropriation  ought  to  be  omitted, 
until  a  point  could  be  fixed  upon.  He  did  not  know  how 
it  happened  that  this  project  came  before  Congress  at  so 
late  a  period  ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  less  known  and  under- 
stood, than  was  desirable.  He,  on  this  ground,  thought 
it  better  to  delay  it  until  those  forts  were  completed, 
which  had  been  already  commenced.  He  would  rather 
legislate  upon  t(^e  most  important  objects  first.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  Government  was  going  too  largely 
into  the  system  ;  and  a  little  delay  of  those  obiects  which 
were  not  oT  the  first  importance,  would,  he  thought,  be 
adviseable. 

Mr-  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  he  believed 
the  whole  opposition  to  this  project,  with  the  exception 
of  that  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia,  and  New  Jersey, 
arose  from  want  ot  information  ;  and,  as  the  subject  was 
dne  of  great  importance  to  the  State  which  he  represent- 
ed, he  hoped  the  Senate  would  hear  from  him  a  brief  ex- 
planation of  the  facts.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
nad,  in  the  first  place,  su|)posed,  that  this  point  was  not 
noticed  in  the  original  report — that  it  had  escaped  tlie 
attention  pf  tlie  engineers— and,  at  this  late  period,  had 
been  found  out,  and  presented  to  Congress.  Mr.  J .  said, 
he  recollected,  many  years  since,  that  this  point  was  men- 
tioned  in  a  report  of  the  engineers,  which  gave  not  only 
a  view  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  but  contained 
some  information-  which  was  considered  improper  to 
pul)lish  to  the  world.     The  reason  was,  that  it  would  have 
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been  unsafe  to  g^ve  to  forngn  nations  information  of  this 
kind»  which  they  mirht  have  an  opportunity  of  using  to 
our  prejudice.  In  that  report,  this  point  was  laid  down 
as  one  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans.  As  to  the  river  Lafourche,  wliich  was  mentioned, 
yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  Mr.  J.  Iiad  ex- 
amined the  report  on  that  head,  and  it  was  then  stated  to 
be  a  long,  narrow,  shallow  stream,  which  could  easily  be 
obstructed.  It  was  idle  to  think  of  defending  with  for- 
tifications such  a  pass  as  this.  Two  pages  of  the  report 
were  devoted  to  the  subject  of  Barataria  ?  and  it  was 
said  that  a  fort,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  would  defend 
aU  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  K  was  also  stated, 
that  there  was  a  work,  during  the  war,  on  this  river,  called 
the  Temple  j  but  it  was  not  an  effectual  defence,  because 
there  was  two  inlets  below  it,  before  arriving  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  which  communicated  with  the  Mississippi, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  considered  necessary  to  fix  on  this 
point  called  Grand  Terre.  The  samd  position  had  been 
mentioned  in  subsequent  reports.  It  was  sufHc^ent  to 
shew,  that  it  attracted  the  notice  of  General  Bernard,  on 
his  first  visits  to  the  country,  and  of  other  scientific  indi- 
viduals. But,  to  any  gentlemen  who  would  cast  his  eye 
over  the  map  of  Louisiana,  it  must  be  apparent,  that 
Barataria  is  the  best  avenue  of  approach  to  New  Orleans. 
The  water  was  deep,  and  an  attack  could,  by  its  navigation, 
be  made  on  the  city,  before  any  cbstruction  could  be 
thrown  in  its  way  {  and  without  a  fort  at  its  mouth,  the 
approach  of  an '  enemy  could  not  be  retarded.  It  was 
much  more  important  to  establish  a  fortification  here, 
than  on  tlie  Mississippi,  because  the  river  could  be  more 
easily  obstructed.  The  gentlemen  had  led  themselves 
into  a  mistake,  as  to  the  classes  laid  down  in  the  plan  of 
fortification.  It  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  there  was  to 
be  any  preference  in  tlic  erection  of  those  different  classes. 
New  Orleans  was  the  point  to  be  defended,  and  the  differ- 
•nt  fortifications  might  all  be  considered  as  one  work. 
New  Orleans  was  an  important  place — its  defence  was 
necessary  ;  and  it  did  not  depend  on  the  kind  of  forts  by 
which  It  was  to  be  defended  ;  it  was  tlie  point  itself  which 
gave  it  a  rank  among  the  first  class.  For  instance,  if  we 
look  at  New  York,  it  is  a  pl^ce  of  vast  importance  :  but 
would  it  be  questioned  whether  its  defence  should  be  de- 
layed for  years,  because  the  works  were  of  the  third  rate? 
He  thought  this  would  be  an  absurdity.  'i*hc  tlirce  forts 
by  which  the  city  would  be  defended,  might  be  of  the 
third  class  ;  but  when  taken  together,  they  constituted  a 
work  of  the  first.  The  same  reasoning  would  apply  to 
many  other  places,  and  with  particular  force  to  New 
Orleans.  It  would  hardly  be  contended,  that,  because 
the  works  proposed  at  Mobile  are  of  the  first  class,  in 
point  of  magnitude,  that  they  must  be  completed  before 
those  at  New  Orleans  could  be  commenced.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  at  to  the  classes, 
was,,  therefore,  indefensible.  The  opponents  of  this 
provision  had,  perhaps,  produced  some  effect  on  the 
Senate  Ijy.  their  remarks,  as  to  the  excess  of  the  expen- 
ditures, \n  certain  cases,  over  the  estimates.  This  had 
happened,  it  was  true,  in  some  instances.  The  fort  at 
Rouse's  Point  was  one  ;  the  Pea  Patch  shother.  But,  it 
would  be  remembered,  tliat  tlie  estimates  for  these 
works  were  made  before  the  present  Board  of  Engineers 
wtf  organized  ;  and,  for  the  cn*ors  in  these  cases,  they 
were  not  responsible.  It  wa<%  the  same  in  the  case  of 
Fort  Washington,  which  was,  undoubtedly,  situated  im- 
properly. But,  so  far  as  the  Board  had  gone,  it  was  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  the  expenditures  had  so  re- 
markably coincided  with  tlie  estimates.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  had  found  what  he  considered  a  single 
error  in  the  expenditure  upon  Fort  Jackson.  But  a 
statement  of  the  facts,  as  detailed  in  the  report,  was 
only  necessary  to  explain  this  apparent  discrepancy. 
The  Engineers  had  found  that,  in  the  Southern  cli.Tiate, 


barracks  and  stores  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  these 
they  were  obliged  to  build.  To  these  objects  50,000 
dollars  had  been  applied,  and  this  expense  was  the  ex- 
cess of  which  the  gentleman  complained.  Otherwise 
than  this,  the  estimates  had  not  been  exceeded.  To 
return  to  the  proposed  fortification  at  Barataria  :  It  had 
been  reported  upon  by  the  Board,  and  it  could  not  but 
strike  every  one  at  a  view  of  the  map.  It  was  known 
to  the  army  in  the  war,  and  was  looked  upon  as  an  im- 
portant point.  He  repeated,  that  the  classification  of 
the  works  was  highly  improper,  if  it  were  to  cause  the 
larger  forts  only  to  be  finished  first.  Several  of  the 
larger  works  were  planned  ill  points  of  minor  import- 
ance ;  but  this  gave  no  priority  to  their  erection,  in 
Coint  of  time,  tie  trusted  that  the  amendment  would 
e  sustained. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  that  as  to  the  fortification  now 
proposed,  he  was  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  of  its 
uselessness.  It  was  to  be  situated  at  the  mouth  of  a  river 
in  which  there  was  a  bar,  over  which  vessels  drawing 
eight  feet  of  water  could  not  pass,  and  eighty  miles  from 
New  Orleans.  Through  an  avenue  of  approach  like 
this,  he  thought  there  was  no  dangei*  that  an  enemy 
would  attack  the  city.  As  to  the  proposition  toalter  the 
name  of  the  point.  Grand  Thrc,  it  appeared,  was  net 
designated.  And  if  it  had  been  put  down,  it  was 
in  the  third  class  $  nor  was  it  considered  of  immediate 
importance,  or  it  would  have  been  earlier  presented  to 
Congress.  This  was  evident,  from  the  report  upon  the 
subject ;  and  there  could  be  no  danger  in  allowing  this 
point  to  remain  until  the  others  were  completed.  For 
proposing  this  delay,  he  thought  there  was  ample  cause. 
Instead  of  having  been  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  his  estimates,  it  appeared  to  have  come 
to  the  Senate  by  the  suggestion  of  a  member  to  the  Se- 
cretary. 

Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  the  wasteful  expenditure  on 
several  works  of  the  kip.d ;  referring  more  particularly 
to  the  fortification  at  the  Pea  Patch.  Of  the  appropria- 
tions to  this  object  he  gave  a  detail,  and  declared  that, 
while  the  original  estimate  was  |258,000,  the  amount  of 
the  expenditure  had  been  upwards  of  $450,000.  There 
were  many  other,  works  of  which  such  statements  might 
justly  be  made.  Old  Point  Comfort,  in  particular*  had 
swallowed  similar  sums — upwards  of  one  million  having 
been  expended  on  that  position.  He  wished  to  stay 
this  system,  until  information  could  be  had  as  to  the  ex« 
tent  to  which  it  »'as  to  be  carried,  and  the  effect  already 
produced  by  the  system.  Until  some  more  definite  plan 
was  fomied,  Congress  ought  to  go  no  further.  He  could 
not,  he  knew,  stop  the  works  which  were  already  begun. 
His  design  extended,  therefore,  only  to  aiiy  new  pro- 
jects.  He  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland, 
that  the  scale.on  which  the  system  was  framed  was  alto-, 
gether  too  magnificent.  He  thought  the  circumatancea 
of  the  country  did  not  call  for  this  expenditure.  If  we 
were  in  a  state  of  a  war »  if  the  enemy  were  at  our  door, 
and  the  right  barik  of  Ihe  Mississippi  were  threatened 
with  an  attack,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tion. But  not  in  the  present  state  of  things }  especially 
when  the  report  of  the  engineers  states,  that  the  work 
contemplated  is  not  of  immediate  necessity.  He  thought 
that  the  fortifications  already  erected,  or  in  progress, 
at  New  Orleans,  were  sufficient  for  the  present.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject  had 
said,  that  we  could  not  do  too  much  for  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans.  But  Mr.  D.  considered  that  to  expend 
money  uselessly  would  be  doing  by  far  too  much.  He 
did  not  assent  to  the  idea,  that,  by  leaving  this  pass  un- 
defended, the  defence  of  all  the  others  would  be  use- 
less. If  all  the  passages  to  the  city  but  this  were  se- 
cured, it  would  render  the  defence  of  this  pass  far  easier. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  ^n  enemy  would  Deycr  pass  the 
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bar  in  the  riVer  Barataria ;  and  if  a  fortification  vfer^  ever 
erected  there,  he  considered  that  it  would  only  be  usc- 
fiil  as  a  protection  to  commerce.     He  should  content 
himself;  without  fiirther  remark,  and  would  merely  call 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  concurring  in  the  amendment. 
The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  sustained, 
Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  the  course  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  bad  just  taken  his  seat,  seemed  to  him  an 
unfair  species  of  legislation.     It  appeared  to  him  to  be 
improper  to  draw  parallels  between  different  portions  of 
the  Union,  while  they  were  legislating  for  the  safety  of 
tlie  whole.    If  such  a  manner  of  legislating  were  to  be 
adopted,  he  believed  it  would  rather  be  against  the  gen- 
tleman hnnself,  as  there  had  been  more  money  expended 
on  fortifications  in  the  vicinity  of  his  State,  than  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  countiy.     I,  said  Mr.  Brhtost,  do 
not  agree  that  any  such  principle  ought  to  be  acted  upon 
as  a  set-off.     No  such  principle  could  be  followed  up 
effectually,  because  works  for  the  general  defence  w^re 
not  to  be  charged  upon  the  section  in  which  they  are 
erected.     He  did  not  look  upon  the  works  at  New  Or- 
leans as  erected  for  the  defence  of  a  single  city,  but  to 
protect  the  property  and  interests  of  nearly  one-thinl  of 
the  Union.     They  were  for  the  defence  of  those  people 
whose  produce  finds  a  market  there,  and  wliose  city,  in 
reality.  New  Orleans  is.     It  resulted,  then,  that  those 
fortifications  were  for  the  defence  of  the  Valley  of  the 
Mississippi.     So  that  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  they  were  for  the  protection  of  the  city  alone.     It 
was  for  the  protection  of  the  property  deposited  there. 
He  mentioned  thid,  because  it  appeared  that  such  opi- 
nions were  entertained.     The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey supposed  that  this  work,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Barata- 
ria, would  be  unimportant.     It  is  worthy  of  inquiry,  in 
what  does  he  consider  the  importance  of  a  fortification 
to  con^st  ?    It  seems  that  he  looks  upon  the  height  and 
thickness  of  the  walls,  and  the  number  of  the  garrison,  to 
be  the  only  criterions ;  and  because  this  fort  is  to  be 
manned  by  80  men  in  time  of  peace,  and  by  400  in  time 
of  war,  he  considers  the  defence  of  this  point  as  altoge- 
ther unimportant     But  how  are  the  works  classed  by 
the  engineers  ?    By  the  object  to  be  defended,  and  the 
property  to    be  protected.     This*   thercfV)re,   he  puts 
amon^  the  first  class  $  and  he  does  right,  because,  if 
there  is  any  Jirai  elats  of  defensive  works,  those  which 
protect  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  ought  to  be  so 
ranked.    There  was  no  other  position  which  cbmbined 
the  same  consi<leratioiis  in  favor  of  its  entire  protection. 
No  other  point  was  at  once  so  important  to  defend,  %nd 
so  ^fficult  to  regain.     Is  it  necessary,  said  Mr.  B.,  at 
this  time,  to  go  into  a  historical  detail,  to  show  that  strong 
forts  have  been  taken  by  the  neglect  of  some  of  the 
subordinate  means  of  defence  ?    Need  \vc  refer  to  Se- 
ringapatam,  in  India,  which  was  reduced  by  an  enemy 
following  a  footpath,  the  defence  of  which  had  been 
neglected  f    The  greatest  cities  had  been  reduced  by 
tnm\lw  means.    And  ought  we  to  neglect  any  of  the 
practicable  passes  of  the  Missis^^ippi  ?     Much  instruction 
might  be  gpithercd  by  a  reference  to  the  history  of  the 
late  war.     Was  it  by  the  Mississippi  that  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced upon  New  Orleans  ?  No  :  it  was  by  a  little  chan- 
nel of  minor  importance.     Yet,  New  Orleans  was  alone 
protected  by  the  bold  breast  of  our  soldiery,  fighting  on 
their  native  soil,  for  the  country  they  loved.     These 
minor  points  were  not  to  be  neglected,  as,  without  atten- 
tion to  them,  the  most  stupendous  works  of  defence 
would  prove  futile.    To  this  subject  might  be  applied 
the  saying  of  Lord  Burleigh — that,  if  vou  lake  care  of 
the  pence,  the  pounds  will  take  care  of  themselves.  The 
great  avenues,  from  their  being  the  great  thoroughfares, 
will  always  command  attention,  and  be  well  fortified  ;  the 
little  ones  are  ove;*looked,   and    left  unfortified,   and 
through  these  the  enemy  «ften  enters.    He  knew  that 


there  was  ^eat  difiiculty  in  bringing  the  minds  of  a 
body  of  civilianj  to  embrace  all  the  facts  necessary  to 
decide  upon  operations  to  be  earned  into  i fleet  at  a 
distance  of  some  hundreds  of  miles.  There  were  histo- 
rical facts  to  prove  that  the  clearest  directions  given  to 
individuals,  having  in  view  operations  of  which  the  best 
judgment  could  be  foi-med  on  the  spot,  had  proved  alto- 
gether useless.  There  had  been  instances  in  which  the 
orders  of  the  war  minister  had,  at  the  close  of  a  victori- 
ous campaign,  been  returned,  unopened,  by  the  suc- 
cessful General,  who  had,  when  arrived  upon  the  scene 
of  action,  wisely  trusted  to  his  own  judgment  for  direc- 
tion {  while,  had  he  followed  the  orders  given  him,  total 
ruin  would  have  attended  the  arms  of  his  country.  Prince 
Eugene  was  a  memorable  instance  of  this.  He  could 
not  conceive  of  anv  thing  more  difficult  or  delicate,  than 
for  a  body  of  civifians  to  undertake  to  decide  upon  the 
relative  importance  of  different  fortifications  in  prefe- 
rence to  the  recommendations  of  men  perfectlv  skilled 
in  military  science  and  engineering.  It  woul({  not  do 
for  men,  under  sitch  circumstances,  to  allow  their  own 
opinions  entirely  to  predominate.  We  must  give  in, 
somewhat,  to  the  opinions  of  men  conversant  with  these 
subjects. 

The  point  now  under  consideration  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  engineers ;  men  considered  proficients 
in  the  science  of  which  they  were  professors.  As  such 
they  must  be  considered,  as  long  as  they  were  entrusted 
with  this  important  duty ;  and  to  somebody  it  must  be 
entrusted.  By  their  directions,  then,  we  must  go  on  in 
this  system.  We  act  blindfold  witliout  it.  Nor  is  it  too 
great  a  confidence  to  place  in  those  selected  to  render 
the  intV^rmation  upon  which  Congress  is  to  act.  He 
hoped  that  the  amenilmtnt  would  be  adopted,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  importance  ;  for  the  defences  of  New 
Orleans  would  not  be  complete' without  the  provision 
contemplated  by  it. 

The  (juestion  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  £sta- 
bhsliment,  for  the  year  1828^,  was  taken  up,  and  an 
amendment,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance^  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WIIIl'E  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "one 
thousand"  in  the  70th  line  of  the  first  section,  so  as  to 
make  the  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of  Visiters  at 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  |500,  instead  of 
$1,500. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
WHITE  and  HARRISON  took  part. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sum  ; 
which  motion  was  debated  bv  Messrs.  CHAMBERS, 
JOHNSON,  of  Ken.,  CHA:^DI;EB,  WHITE,  SMITH, 
of  Md.,  and  MACON. 

Webxrspat,  March  5,  1828. 
CLAIMS  FOR  SLAVES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act  passed  March,  1827,  for  the  adjustment  of 
claims  of  persons  entitled  to  indemnification  under  ihe 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  suras  paid,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  under  the  Convention  entered  into  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  con- 
eluded  at  London,  on  the  13th  November,  1826,  was  . 
taken  up,  and  read  a  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  explained  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 
proposed  to  extend  the  time  at  which  the  Commissien 
should  expire,  from  the  close  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  to  the  ffrst  of  December  next,*and  is  founded 
on  the  representation  of  the  Agents  for  a  large  number 
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of  the  claims  in  Georgia  and  Louisiana.  The  memor.al 
of  the  Agents  staled,  that,  after  most  of  the  clurosfrom 
those  Slutes  had  been  allovveu,  and  seventy-five  percent, 
paid  upon  them,  another  class  of  claimants  had  set  up 
claimfT,  founded  on  a  different  description  of  evidence . 
These  claimants  assumed,  that,  having  had  slaves  taken 
from  the  country  during  the  war,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  the  other  points  of  fact  were  corroborative  of  their 
claims,  and  that 'the  burthen  of  procif  lay  upon  the  other 
claimants,  to  show  that  these  claims  were  not  made  un- 
der the  provision  of  the  Treat}-.  The  memorial  sUted, 
that,  should  this  novel  principle  be  established  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioners,  the  memorialists  would 
need  time  to  seek  for  evidence,  to  oppose  these  claims, 
in  foreign  ports  ;  hence,  an  extension  of  the  duration  of 
the  commission  was  asked. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  opposed  the  bill  at  considerable 
length,  on  tlie  ground  of  its  being  entirely  unnecessary. 
He  thought  the  lime  allotted  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  commission  was  sufficient.  Neither  the  claim- 
ants nor  the  Commissioners  had  staled  that  an  extension 
of  time  was  wanted.  lie  thought,  when  the  business 
could  be  done  promptly,  there  was  no  necessity  of  spin- 
ning it  out,  that  those  gentlemen  might  ei\joy  their  sa- 
lariesfrom  year  to  year,  for  the  distribution  of  1,200,000 


Mr.  TAZEWELL  replied,  at  great  length,  to  Mr. 
BERRIEN. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  again  answered  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  and 

differed  with  him,  entirely,  as  to  the  character  of  this 
bill,  in  its  relation  to  the  duties  of  the  Commissionen. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  replied,  at  great  l-sngth. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  some  of  his  remarks,  which, 
he  conceived,  had  been  misapprehended  by  ^tr.  TAZE** 
WELL. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  the  interest 
of  the  citizens  of  Louisiana,  in  the  bill  under  consideim* 
tion,  was  his  only  apology  for  interposing  .between  the 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  a  part  in  the  discussion.  The 
question  submitted  to  the  Senate,  derived  particular 
claims  to  its  attention,  from  the  adverse  interests  of  di^ 
ferent  States,  the  large  amount  of  money  to  be  distribut- 
ed,  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  liave  it  done  ac* 
cording  to  the  leg^l  rights  of  the  parties,  and  the  influ- 
ence which  the^r  decision  on  this  bill  will  have  upon  the 
adjudication  of  those  rights.  It  imposed  on  Congress,  he 
thought,  the  necessity  of  doing  what  was  necessary  to  do, 
justice  between  the  parties— and  that  was  the  mquiiy. 
Mr.  J.  said  a  short  history  of  the  origin,  progress,  and 
present  condition,  of  the  claims,  would  enable  tlie  Sen* 
I  ate  to  see  what  justice  demanded  at  their  hands.      The 


dollars,  among  its  just  claimants.  If  the  claimants,  whose    British  Government  stipulated,  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to 


rights  had  not  been  settled,  would  come  forwanl,  or  if 
the  Commissioners  themselves  would  say  that  the  time 
pointed  out  was  not  sufficient,  he  would  decide  upon 
their  statements  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  j  but  while 
it  was  only  on  the  representation  of  persons  who  had 
already  received  their  share  of  the  money,  and  who  wish- 

45(1  to  prevent  others  from  receiving  theirs,  upon,  which 

•  the  bill  was  founded,  he  should  oppose  it. 

l^Ir.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  it  v/as  within  his  knowledge 
that  many  of  the  claimants  were  but  just  beginning  to 
come  before  the  Commissioners,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
beUeve  tliat  there  were  many  claims  that  could  not 
be  settled  during  the  term,  at  the  close  of  whith  the  com- 
mission was  to  expire. 

Mr.  BEIMIIKN  repVued,  at  considerable  length,  to  the 
remains  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL.  It  would  be  an  extreme- 
ly  delicate  matter  for  the  Commisaoners,  who  were  re 
ceivlng  salaries  for  tiie  performance  of  their  duties,  to  so- 
licit a  continuation  of  the  term  of  their  services.  The 
limitation  fixed  upon  by  the  act  to  which  this  was  sup- 
plementary, by  its  ver)'  terms,contemplated  the  probable 
necessity  of  extending  the  time  of  service  of  the  Com- 
missionci*s,  as  it  was  made  to  expire  during  the  sitting  of 
Congress,  so  that,  if  requisite,  it  might  be  piolonged.  He 
did  not  think  Uic  amount  of  the  salary  was  a  considera- 
tion to  be  placed  in  opposition  to  the  dispensation  of 
justice  to  the  various  claimants,  for  which  the  commission 
was  instituted.  He  then  gave  a  history  of  the  various 
tianscctions  in  relation  to  this  obiect,  and  contended 
that,  if  the  bill  were  not  passed,  that  portion  of  clwm- 
ants,  whose  claims  had  already  been  allowed,  af»d  who 
had  received  75  per  cent,  on  their  respective  amounts, 
might  be  deprived  of  the  residue,  by  an  award  in  favor  of 
others,  whose  claims  rested  on  evidence  of  a  far  less  con- 
clusive character.  If  the  applicants  were  allowed  time, 
he  conceived  that  they  could  repel  the  claims  of  those 
who  put  the  burthen  of  the  proof  upon  them.  He  felt 
confident  that,  when  such  a  consideration  as  the  necessity 
of  delay,  for  the  ptirpose  of  giving  a  fair  opportunity 
to  tliese  individuals  to  defend  their  rights,  was  put  in 
the  scale,  the  amount  of  salarj-  to  tlie  commission  would 
not  be  allowed  to  outweigh  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  lay  tlie  bill 
upon  the  table,  observing  that  he  was  very  desirous  of 
getting  through  with  the  appropriation  bills,  knowing 
that  Se  War  Department  was  suffering  great  inconve- 
nience from  their  delay. 


restore  the  property  which  she  had  taken  during  the 
war,  and  which  remained  in  the  United  States  at  the  ra- 
tification.    But,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty,  she  carried 
away  such  slaves  as  she  had  allured  to  her,  or  captured^ 
as  remained  in  the  United  States  at  the  period  of  the  ra- 
tification.   The  slaves  which  had  been  carried  awmy  be* 
fore  that  time,  were  lawful  prize  of  war,  and  we  had  no 
right  to  demand  restitution.     In  consequence  of  thb  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty,  the  United  States  claimed,  in  behalf 
of  her  citizens,  an  idcmnitv  for  the  slaves  which  she  had 
thus  deported     The  British  Government  refused  to  pay, 
on  the  ground  that  slaves  were  not  embraced  in  the 
meaning  of  the  treaty,  and  the  subject  was  at  length  re- 
ferred to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  decided  that  the 
slaves  that  remained  in  tlie  United  States,  at  the  date  of 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  should  be  paid  for  ;  and  a 
mixed  commission  was  established,  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  the  slaves  which  had  been  carried  away, 
and  to  award  tlie  amount  to  tlie  claimant.    •  The  Board, 
organized  under  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
met,  fixed  the  value  of  the  slaves,  but  disagree<l  upon 
every  other  point,  until  the  Board  was  suspended,  the 
British  Commissioner  refusing  to  proceed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  umpire,  in  the  modtf  provided  in  the  treat}'. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  then  represented 
the  real  state  of  the  case  to  the  British  Government,  and 
a  treaty  was  finally  concluded,  by  which  the  latter  agreed 
to  pay  $1,200,000  to  the  United  States,  being  75  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  claimed  in  the  definitive  list,  in  full 
of  all  claims  under  this  article  of  the  treaty,  which  sum 
the  Government  received,  and  undertook  to  pay  snd 
distribute  to  the  claimants  on  tlic  definitive  list,  who  were 
legally  entitled  to  receive  it  \  that  is,  to  those  whose  slaves 
and  other  property  was  in  the  United  States  at  the  period 
fixed  in  the  treaty,  and  which  the  British  Government 
subsequently  cairied  away.     An  act  of  Congress  was 
passed  at  the  last  session,  to  create  a  Board  for  the  a<^u- 
dication  of  the  claims,  and  the  payment  of  the  swsids. 
The  Boartl  met,  received  evidence  of  the  capture  of  the 
slaves,  tlicir  being  in  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  upon  the  evidence  thus 
produced,  they  decided  on  all  claims  submitted  to  them, 
and  ordered  75  per  cent,  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  to 
each  claimant,  who  made  good  his  proof.    Tlie  great 
difficulty  was  not  in  proving  the  loss  of  the  slaves,  but 
the  fact  that  they  were  still  in  the  United  SUtes,  fit  tlie 
peace,  on  which  fact,  alone,  was  the  indemnity  due  The 
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claimants  of  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Maryland,  and  a  part 'of 
Virginia,  established  their  right  by  competent  proof,  and 
had  an  award  of  the  arbitrators.  The  other  claimants — 
composed  of  all  those  who  had,  at  any  time  during  the 
war,  lost  slaves  or  other  property,  unable  to  find  any  evi- 
dence that  their  property  was  within  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  the  slaves  having,  doubtless,  been  carried  away 
during  the  year  1814,  to  the  British  Islands— thought  of 
the  expedient  of  creating  a  presumption,  because  they 
could  get  no  proof,  that  all  the  slaves  which  the  British 
army  captured  at  any  time  during  the  war,  remained  in 
the'country  until  the  peace,  and  claiming  to  be  all  paid 
as  if  thev  had,  like  the  other  claimants,  proved  them- 
■el?es  within  the  treaty ;  although  the  fuct  is  notorious, 
that  many  were  carried  away  during  the  war,  and  a  strong 
presumption  that  all  were  carried  away  before,  because 
they  had  failed  to  prove  they  were  here. 

This  pretension,  started  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  almost  at  the  close  of  the  term  of  the  Board, 
has  been  answered  by  an  able  argument,  and  the  case 
now  stands  suspended,  for  the  decision   of  the   Board. 
But,  in  this  new  and  unexpected  state  of  things,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  prolongation  of  the  Board,  until  next 
Fall,   is  essential,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  the 
Board.     If  they   decide  that  the  presumption  of   the 
slaves  being  in  the  United  States,  is  so  clear  and  strong  as 
to  supercede  the  necessity  of  proof,  it  will,  strange  as 
our  position  will  be,  become  our  duty  to  prove  the  fact 
that  they  were  actually  deported,  before  the  lime,  and 
that  the  British   Government  was  not  bound  to  pay  for 
them.      In  fact,   after  proving  our    claims  within  the 
treaty,  we   shall  be  obliged  to   prove  that  the   other 
claimants  were  not  within  the  treaty.    If  the  presump- 
tion should  be  rejected,  as  weak  and  improbable,   the 
rejected  parties  may  have  «n   opportunity   of   looking 
further  fi^r  evidence.     The   Government  are  under  a 
aolemn  obligation  to  divide  this  money  according  to  the 
legal  rights  of  the  parti^i^  and  to  afford  them  a  fk\r 
op{>artunity  of  procuring  evidence.     The  point  on  which 
theip  cases  rest  is  the  point  of  time  when  the  slaves  were 
deported.      If   before    the   ratification,   they    are  not 
entitled  to  indemnity.     The  fund  is  provided  for  that 
particular  class  whose  property  was  not  carried  away, 
and  which,  therefore,  ought  to  have  been  restored  ;  and 
the   Government  is  bound  to  see  the  distribution  made 
among  that  class  alone.    The  party  who  presents  his 
claim  under  the  treaty,  must  prove  what   he  alleges : 
that  is,  that  his  property  was  in  the  United  States  at  the 
peace,  and  had  not  become  British  prop«?rty,  by  removal 
from  our  jurisdiction.    Is  it  sufficient  for  a  man  to  prove 
that  he  lost  his  negroes,  during  the  war,  to  entitle  him 
to  dispense  with  tdl  proof  of  the  principal  fact,  to  wit, 
the  time  when  the  negroes  left  the  counti^  ^    It  was 
lawful  to  take  them   before  the    ratification  ;  it  was  a 
wrong,  and  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  parties,  to 
take  after  they  had  boimd  themselves  to  restore.     Now, 
sir,  if  it  should  be  determined  to  let  in  this  presumption, 
to  establish  the  claims  of  all  persons  who  lost  property 
during  -the  war,  will  it  be  too  much  to  give  the  parties 
litigant  before  the  Board,  a  short  time  to  procure  tlie 
evidence  to  rebut  this  presumption  ?    It  is  enough  to  ask 
them  to  prove,  by  the  strictest  evidence,  that  they  are 
within  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  then  to  prove  that 
the  advei*se  party  are  not,  w'itliout  refusing  t)iem  the 
necessary  time  to  do  what  you  require  of  tltem.     Tiie 
time  demanded  will  afford  full  time  to  investigate  the 
subject,  and  to  procure  evidence,  whoever  may  want  it, 
and  ample  justice  wiU  be  done.     No  injustice  can  be 
done  by  the   delay ;  it  may  result  from  the'  opposite 
course.     Let  those  who  really  lost  tlieir  property,  under 
the  treaty,  by  deportation  after  the  peace,  receive  the 
iodemnity  which  is  their  dud,  and  let  all  the  evidence  be 
procured  on  the  subject,  and  the  strict  legal  rights  of  the 


parties  be  finally  adjusted  according  {o  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  treaty.  Tliis  question  about  ttie  force 
of  this  presumption  is  a  mere  interlocutory  decision  on 
what  is  competent  evidence  It  is  not  contended  to  be 
final.  It  is,  at  best,  like  all  presumptions,  only  sufficient 
to  throw  the  burthen  of  proof  on  the  opposite  party- 
all  they  ask  is  the  time  to  find  the  proof,  to  disprove  this 
presumption,  and  to  destroy  its  effect  by  proving  the 
contrary  ;  and,  surely,  we  cannot,  with  any  appearance  of 
justice,  refuse  the  time.  Dauphin  Island,  said  Mr.  J., 
which  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, was  a  part  of  the  United  States,  and  so  determined 
by  the  American  Commission,  and  since  by  the  Board  < 
but  that  is  a  subject  of  political  law,  which  belongs  to 
the  sovereign  power  to  decide. 

Mr.  J.  concluded  that  great  injustice  might  be  done 
to  the  bona  fide  claimants,  under  the  treaty,  if  the 
Board  was  obliged  to  decide  without  evidence. 

Mr.  HAYNE  remarked,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  which  had  reported  this  bill,  and  he  was  con« 
vinced  that  the  object  or  the  Commission,  which  was  to 
distribute  fairly  and  equitably  the  sum  paid  by  Great 
Britain  for  deported  slaves,  under  the  first  article  of  the 
Treaty  at  Ghent,  could  not  be  carried  into  eflTect,  without 
the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  its  duties,  proposed  by* 
this  bill.  He  had  supposed,  when  the  bill  came  up,  that 
it  could  not  be  effectually  acted  upon  to-day.  But  it 
had  been  debated  to  so  late  an  hour,  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  economy  of  time  to  decide  it  now. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  moved  to  lay  the  billon  the  table, 
remarking  that  the  Commissioners  had  met  within  a  few 
days,  and  might  decide  the  question  on  which  the  bil{ 
was  predicated,  before  the  close  of  the  session  ;  and 
should  the  decision  be  such  that  the  bill  would  not  be 
required,  it  miglit  be  dropped  {  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
decision  should  be  such  as  to  make  this  provision  ntces- 
sar}%  the  bill  could  be  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  it  was  impossible  to  surmise- 
when  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  would  be  pro- 
nounced i  and  suggested  that  the  bill  might,  by  die 
course  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  be  so 
delayed,  as  to  prevent  its  passage  this  session. 

Mr.  MACON  thought  there  was  no  reason  for  acting 
hastily  on  the  bill,  as  it  was  probable  that  Congress  would 
remain  in  session  for  two  months  longer  at  least.  His 
friend  from  Georgia  knew  how  quick  a  bill  could  be  pun 
through  when  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  it.  He  thought 
t!iere  would  be  no  danger  that  the  bill  would  not  be  acted 
upon,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary. 

Mr.  WHITE  added  a  few  words  in  support  of  hie 
motion,  which  he  renewed.  The  question  being  taken 
upon  it ;  the  Senate  divided,  and  it  was  rejected*  Ayeg 
16,  Noes,  20. 

MR.  11 AYNE  hoped  the  bill  would  now  be  acted  upon. 
He  thought  itb  passage  would  be  jeopardized  by  any 
fiirthcr  delay. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  that  he  wished  it  might  he  under, 
stood  by  the  claimants,  tliat  no  further  extension  of  time 
was  to  be  allowed.  He  wished  that  the  time  might  not 
expire  during  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and,  there- 
fore moved.that  tbe  words  « 1st  of  December**  be  struck 
out,  and  "  1st  November"  be  substituted. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that,  as  it  might  be  necessaiy  to 
seek  the  evidence  required,  in  England,  the  period  had 
been  fixed  upon,  in  onler  to  enable  those  wlio  sought  it, 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  Fall  packets.  In  this  case, 
the  in'elligence  would  be  received  about  the  first  of 
November ;  and  afler  that  period,  a  time  would  be  re- 
quired to  enable  the  Commissioners  to  act  upon  tiie 
evidence  obtained. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  withdrew  his  first  motion,  and  substi* 
tuted  another,  which  was  assented  to  by  Mr.  BERhlEN, 
making  the  term  of  the  Commission  expire  on  the  30th 
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of  Norember,  instead  of  the  1st  of  December,  and  w^hich 
was  agreed  to. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
BERUIENT  and  TAZKVVELL. 

Mr.  BOBBINS  observed,  that  he  had  been  absent 
durini^  the  debate  upon  the  bill,  and  desired  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting-,  which  wa*  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  engrossing  the  bill 
for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  u^rmative, 
(Mr.  TAZEWELL  having  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,) 
by  the  following  vote  : 

^  YEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  BelU  Benton,  Ber- 
rien, Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Harrison, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Noble,  Riig- 
gle's,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  ^mith,  of  Maryland, 
Thomas,  Webster,  Williams.— 23. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Foot,  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  King,  Macon,  Parris,  Ridgely,  Taze- 
well, White,  Willey,  Woodbury.— 13. 


TuunsDAT,   March  6,  1828. 
VISITERS  AT  WEST  POINT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Tuesday  was  taken  up, 
being  the  bill  making,  appropriations  for  the -support 
of  the  Military  EsUblishment  for  the  year  1828  ;  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BRANCH,  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
1,500  dollars  for  the  expenses  of  Visiters  to  tlie  Military 
Academy  a^  West  Point,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  HARUISON -made  some  explanations,* as  to  the 
comparative  expenditure  of  former  years  and  the  present 
time.  He  said  that,  formerly,  very  little  else  but  the 
transportation  of  the  baggage  of  officers  was  subject  of 
charge,  on  account  of  this  visitation.  As  civilians  had  lat- 
terly been  chosen  as  the  Visiters,  and  some  of  them  resid- 
ing at  a  gfreat  distance,  the  payment  of  their  travelling 
expenses  had  swelled  the  amount  to  the  sum  at  present 
required. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  remarked  that  the  expenditures  had 
hitherto  been  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  but  had 
now  swelled  to  an  amount  sufficiently  large  to  require  a 
specific  appropriation  ;  and  the  Secretary  had  very  pro- 
perly  referred  the  matter  to  Congress. 

Mr.  HARRISON  added,  if  this  appropriation  were  re- 1 
fused,  there  could  be  no  Visiters  to  the  Academy,  as  it ' 
could  not  be  supposed  that  private  individuals  would  pay 
their  own  expenses,  while  on  a  duty  to  which  they  were 
called  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  his  chief  objection  to  the  ap- 
propriation was,  that  there  was  no  law  creating  the  offi- 
cers to  whom  it  was  paid.  He  knew  of  no  law  which 
created  such  an  officer  as  a  Visiter  of  the  West  Point 
Academy,  and  he  considered  that,  when  any  office  or 
commission  became  sufficiently  important  to  be  pravided 
for  by  a  distinct  item  in  an  appropriation  bill,  it  ought  to 
be  supported  by  thd  authority  of  law.  The  expense  for 
this  object  liad  swelled  from  200  to  upwards  of  2,0o0  dol- 
lars, and  had,  therefore,  become  an  item  worthy  of  atten- 
tion. Until  the  law  appointed  the  officers,  explained  the 
duties,  and  fixed  the  manner  and  rate  of  their  compensa- 
tion, there  ought  to  be  no  specific  app|;opriation  for  the 
purpose.  If  this  provision  was  stricken  out,  it  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  visitation,  as  the  matter 
would  remain  as  it  was  before.  It  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Department  to  send  Visiters,  and  it  might  be  done  as 
before.  The  sum,  while  a  small  one,  had  been  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund,  and  ifthe  present  motion  prevail- 
ed, it  would  remain,  us  in  times  past,  in  the  character  of 
an  incidental  expenditure,  the  contingent  fund  being  the 
same  sum  as  formeriy.  These  were  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  striking  out  the  whole  sum. 

Mr.  NOBLE  spoke  at  great  length  in  opposition  to  the 
motion, .  It  had  been  stated,  he  said,  that,  from  the  be- 


ginning, the  appointing  and  paying  the  Visiters  to  the 
Military  Academy  was  an  assumption  of  power.    If  it  was 
so,  Congress  had  to  complain  of  itself.     The  power  bad 
been  employed  for  years,  and  must  have  been  within  the 
knowledge  of  Congress.     Why,  then,  if  it  was  an  as- 
sumption  of  powpr,  had  not  Congress  interposed  to  pre- 
vent its  continuance  ?     It  had  also  been  said,  that  a  sys- 
tem  of  fevoritism  was  practised  at  the  Academy  ;  and  he 
had  heard  of  well-born  sons  being  preferred  to  others.  If 
such  was  the  case,  he  wished  another  resolution  might 
be  introduced,  to  inquire  who  created  the  system  of  fa- 
voritism.    It  would  be  found  that  members  of  Congress 
were  at  the  bottom  of  it.     They  ought  not  to  shield 
themselves.     Call  for  the  names,  said  Mr.  N.,  of  those 
who  have  recommended  cadets,  and  you  will  find  that 
members  of  Congress  have  had  more  to  do  with  this 
scandal  about  well  born  sons  than  any  one  else.    It  ought 
to  be  inqu'n-ed  into,  and  this  imputation  not  allowed  to 
go  out  to  the  People,  to  create  a  prejudice  against  the 
Administration.     He  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  War.    If  this  appropriation  was 
thrown  out,  it  would  not  have  the  effect  which  gentle- 
men supposed.    It  would  not  be  as  it  was  formerly.     It 
would  show  the  Secretary  that  this  was  an  expenditure 
which  Congress  did  not  approve,  because  it  was  not  in 
the  spirit  of  retrenchment,  of  which  they  had  heard  so 
much.     Thi&was  one  of  the  continual  and  continued  at- 
tempts to  put  down  the  present  Administration,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  best  m  the  known  world.     If  the  jgen- 
tleman  from  Tennessee  complained  of  the  amount  of  ex- 
pense for  this  visitation,  he  could  inform  him  that  the 
most  expensive .  Board  of  Visiters  had  been  that  over 
which  the  present  Governor  of  Tennessee  presided.  That 
^ntleman  had  thought  it  his  province  to  give  dinners* 
for  which  Mr.  N.  did  not  blame  him,  but  only  mentioned 
it  to  show  who  encouraged  the  extravagance,  if  such  it 
was  to  be  considered,  of  the  Visiters  of  West  Point.    He 
should  go  for  the  whole  appropriation,  and  reg^tted  that 
the  motion  had  been  made,  because  it  might  be  construed 
as  a  reflection  upon  the  present  incumbent  of  the  War 
Department. 

Mr.  SMI  ITT,  of  M«r>'Tand,  said  that  the  contingent  fiind 
of  the  War  Department  had  uniformly  been  10,000^  dol- 
lars, and  the  expenses  of  the  Visiters  had  been  paid  out  of 
it.  The  sum  for  their  expenses  had  of  late  years  become 
so  large,  that  the  Secretary  thought  it  had  better  be  sup- 
plied by  specific  appropriation.  He  had  asked  for  3,060 
dollars,'  but  the  other  House  had  cut  it  down  to  1,500. 
The  Secretary  had  also  asked  for  15,000  dollars  for  the 
contingent  fund.  The  House  had  reduced  that  sum  to 
10,000  dollars.  If,  now,  this  provision  were  denied,  and 
the  Secretary  were  to  pay  the  Visiters  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund,  it  would  be  reduced  to  7,000  dollars.  Whe- 
ther this  would  be  sufficient  provision  for  the  contingfcnt 
expenses  of  the  year,  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed  that  he  had  at  first  been 
in  favor  of  making*  and  retaining  500  dollars  for  thia  pur- 
pose ;  but,  under  the  consideration  that  these  officers 
were  not  appointed  by  law,  he  should  vote  for  the  pre- 
sent motion.  The  Secretary  would  be  able  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  institution  by  appointing*  a  smaller  num- 
ber of  Visiters,  and  by  calling  in  more  military  men. 

Mr  WHITE  replied  to  Mr.  Nohle.  If  a  gentleman 
from  his  .State  was  a  President  of  the  Board  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  gave  dinners  there,  it  did  not  alter  Ids  view 
of  the  case.  If  that  apecies  of  civility  had  been  practis- 
ed, and  it  was  the  desire  of  his  brother  officers,  Mr.  W. 
saw  nothing  to  object  to  it.  It  mattered  not  to  him 
whence  the  members  of  the  Board  came.  He  went  on  a 
different  principle  altogether.  If  erery  member  came 
from  his  own  State,  unless  the  law  appointed  them,  he 
should  be  equally  against  an  appropriation  bill  which 
provided  for  their  compensation. 
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Mr.  HARRISON  differed  frokn  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland. .  If  the  motion  prevailed,  there  would  be  no 
visits  hereafter.  The  Secretary  would  properly  conclude 
that  the  plan  met  the  disapproval  of  Congress,  and  they 
would  probably  be  altogether  abolished.  As  to  the  sup- 
position that  the  selection  of  Visiters  was  not  authorized 
by  law,  it  was  erroneous,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  had  the 
authority  to  appoint  tlie  Visiters,  and  Congress,  in  mak- 
ing the  appropriation,  would  give  it  the  sanction  of  law. 
This  was  not  au  incidental  expense,  but  one  that  was 
called  for  yearly.  If  Cong^ss  disapproved  of  the  plan, 
it  ought  to  be  abolished  altogether  \  and  he  doubted  not 
that  would  be  the  consequence;  As  to  the  Military  Aca- 
denoLY,  although  be  was  not  convinced  that  \U  plan  was 
the  best,  it  was  like  a  standing  Army — a  necessary  evil — 
as  it  was  impossible  that  we  could  cope  with  European 
skill,  without  scientific  officers.  If  the  Academy  was  an 
institution  with  which  we  could  not  safely  dispense,  every 
means  ought  to  be  taken  to  make  it  useful,  and  to  con- 
tribute  to  its  proper  management.  In  this  point  of  view 
the  Board  of  Visiters  was  of  important  service  s  and  he 
hoped  the  provision  for  it  would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KANE  expressed  himself  .a  strong  advocate  of  the 
Military  Academy,  and  was  impressed  with  a  belief  in  the 
advantage  of  the  Beard  of  Visiters.  The  power  to  ap- 
point them  was  not  granted  by  law,  but  by  implication  ; 
and  was  a  part  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  He  was  called  on,  however,  to  vote  in  the  dark 
on  this  motion  \  as  he  had  not  been  informed  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  in  whose  state- 
ments he  always  put  g^eat  confidence,  whether  the  sum 
proposed  by  the  bill  for  this  purpose,  might,  or  might 
not,  be  taken  from  the  contingent  fund.  He  shomd, 
under  hi<  present  view  of  the  matter,  rather  vote  against 
the  appropriation,  and  allow  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
pay  the  Visiters  from  the  contingent  fund. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  was  huiifTcrent  as  to  the  event 
of  the  motion.  He  disagreed  as  to  the  effect  anticipated 
from  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  had  examined 
tlie  statement  of  the  sums  which  had  been,  in  past  years, 
expended  for  this  object,  and  he  divided  the  different 
sums,  for  nine  years,  into  three  averages.  That  for  the 
first  three  years  was  274  dollars  per  annum ;  that  for  the 
second  term,  338  dollars ;  and  that  for  the  la^it  three 
years  was  1956  dollars.  He  thought  the  appointment  of 
▼niters  necessary  ;  but  he  thought  a  sum  was  preferable 
which  should  be  a  medium  between  the  first  and  the 
second  term.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  striking 
out,  not  intending,  thereby,  to  oppose  the  continuance 
of  the  visits,  or  sufficient  appropriations. 

Mr;  KING  said,  that  he  intended  to  vote  against  the 
motion,  and  he  would  give  the  reason.  He  approved 
the  visits  ;  thought  the  President  had  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing  the  Visiters,  and,  that  while  the  expense  was 
kept  within  proper  bounds,  there  was  no  necessity  for  a 
special  appropriation.  I'he  practice  of  sending  Visiters  | 
was  authorized  by  the  custom  in  appointing  officers  to 
examine  the  Land  Offices,  and  to  examine  tiic  business 
of  collections.  He  thought  the  sum  ought  to  be  fixed 
specifically,  and  the  Secretary  would  act  accordingly. 
Aa  the  question  was,  whether  the  appropriation  should  be 
■truck  out,  and  the  matter  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Semtaiy,  or  a  specific  sum  be  fixed  upon,  he  was 
against  the  former;  but  was  desirous  that  the  proper 
•urn  should  be  fixed  by  law.  . 

Mr.  McLANE  rose  ta  ask  for  information,  as  to  the 
retains  Ibr  the  increase  of  this  expenditure,  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  examinations  of  the  Military  Academy,  but 
was  far  from  being  satisfied  ^at  this  appropriation  was 
nectrasary.  Aa  frr  as  he  had  received  information,  the 
appropriation  was  altogetber  too  bu^.  It  was  difficult 
to  account  for  the  augmentation  of  tlie  expense  which 


had  grown  up  from  year  to  year.  He  wished  to  know 
why  the  sum  for  tliis  expenditure  should  be  greater  in 
1826  than  it  was  in  1825.  He  thought  if  the  contingent 
fund  could  supply  this  fuiid  formerly,  it  could  now  be 
drawn  from  t.ic  same  source.  He  would  also  ask  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  what  ground 
15,000  dollars  were  asked  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  a 
contingent  fund,  and  3,000  for  this  purpose — ^thna 
swelling  the  demand  of  the  Department  to  18,000  dol- 
lars. He  merely  rose  to  ask  for  information  on  these 
heads. 

Mr.  P ARRIS  observed,  that  one  reason  for  the  increase 
of  the  expense  of  Visiters  at  the  Academy,  arose  from  the 
fiict,  that  it  was  formerly  merely  a  school  for  Military 
practice,  and  none  but  military  men  were  needed  to  be 
chosen  as  vis'Kers.  But  latterly,  the  Academy  has  been 
also  devoted  to  general  education,  requiring  the  exami- 
nation of  scientinc  and  literary,  as  well  as  military  men« 
These  individuals  had  been  chosen  from  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  some  of  them  from  the  most  distant 
States. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that  there  was  another  fact,  which 
seemed  to  him  important.  Last  year  the  contingent  fUntl 
of  the  War  Department  was  10,000  dollars,  and  out  of  it 
the  expenses  of  the  Visiters  were  paid.  He  wished  to 
know  why  there  must  also  be  1,500  dollars.  If  he 
could  be  told  why  the  contingent  expenses  should  be 
greater  this  year  than  last,  he  would  vote  for  it,  but  not 
otherwise. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  made  some  further  remarks,  and 
read  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  detailing  the 
causes  of  the  change  in  the  system  of  visitation.  Strong 
prejudices  had  formerly  been  felt  against  the  Academy, 
and  it  was  thought  expedient  to  select  the  Visiters  from 
the  different  States.  Mr.  C  said,  the  Secretary  had  not 
anticipated  the  payment  of  this  sum  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  and  the  inevitable  consequence  of  rejecting  this 
appropriation  would  be,  that  no  Visiters  would  be  sent 
to  the  Academy. 

Mr.  HAYNE  did  not  anticipate  that  the  refusal  of  this 
appropriation  would  have  the  effect  to  abolish  the  visi- 
tation. It  would  merely  restore  it  to  its  former  state,  as 
other  expenses  bad  been  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
last  year.  He  objected  to  voting  for  any  appropriation, 
without  knowing  the  reason  ;  and  he  had  heard  no  cause 
for  this  additional  demand. 

Mr.  HARUiSON  remarked,  that  if  this  provision 
wss  stricken  out,  there  would  he  no  means  for  defraying 
the  expense  of  the  Board  of  Visiters. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryhnd,  said,  that,  for  a  series  of 
years,  the  contingent  firnd  liad  been  $10,000.  Why  a 
larger  sum  had  been  asked  this  year  he  did  not  know. 
It  was  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad 
said,  that  the  expense  of  the  Visiters  had  hifherto  been 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  ;  but  the  Secietary  now 
says,  that  if  this  sum  is  not  granted,  he  cannot  defray  it 
from  that  source. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  the  question  was,  whe- 
ther the  Senate  would  appropriate  $11,500  instead  of 
f  10,000,  without  information  as  to  the  cause  of  this  in- 
crease of  expenditure. 

Mr  NOBLE  made  a  few  remarks,  when  the  question 
being  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion, it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
••  1,000,"  so  as  to  reduce  the  sum  to  $500,  and  the 
question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative, 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  amend  the  1st  section  of  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  10,000  dollars,  (the  contingent  fund,) 
and  insert  8,500  dollars. 

Mr.  KING  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^ia  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  he  wt»uld  iiiove  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  striking  out  the  whole  ai>propriation  ;    having 
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Vbted  for  that  motion,  he  would  remark,  that  he  did  it 
With  the  hope  that  a  smaller  sum  would  be  fixed  upon. 
l*hat  not  having  been  .done,  he  chose  rather  to  strike  out 
the  whole,  than  vote  for  the  sum  of  1,500  dollars. 

Mr.  NOBLE  opposed  the  motion . 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  COBB  then  renewed  his  motion,  upon  which 
mmne  discussion  occurred. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Military  Committee,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  might  be 
called  oil  for  information. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  thought  it  ought  to  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Finamse. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  observed,  that  he  presumed  the 
information  could  be  had  as  to  the  former  disposal  of  the 
contingent  fund ;  but  as  to  any  estimates  of  its  prospec- 
tive application,  it  was  not  probable  any  information 
could  be  obtained,  as  the  very  signification  of  contingent 
expenses  was,  that,  those  expenses  were  unexpected, 
and  such  as  could  not  be  provided  for  by  a  specific  ap- 
propriation- 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  COBB  and 
McLANE,  Mr.  HARRISON  v^ithdiew  his  motion. 

Friday,  March  7,  1828. 
[The  Senate  was  principally  occupied,  this  day,  in  the 
discussion  of  a  private  bill.] 

MoHnAT,  Marcr  10,  1828. 
OFFICE  OF   MAJOR-GENERAL,  &c. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, made  a  report  on  the  resolution  referred  to  tliat 
Committee,  on  the  29lh  February,  authorizing  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of  Majnr- 
General  in  the  United  States'  Army,  accompanied  by  a 
i«8olutioD,  that  the  abolition  of  sud  office  was  not  expe- 
dient 

The  report  was  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  made  some  remarks  upon  a 
portion  of  the  report,  relative  to  Brevet  rank.  He  ob- 
served that,  on  this  head,  the  inclination  of  the  Senate, 
he  thought,  might  be  misconceived. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  the  Committee  had,  as  far 
•ft  possible,  followed  the  directions  given  by  the  Senate, 
on  referring  the  resolution.  They  had  been  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Major-General,  and,  also,  whether  those  next  in  rank 
should  be  deprived  of  the  Brevet  promotion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
heard  indistinctly. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  have  the  opinion  g^  abroad,  that  the  Senate 
felt  a  disposition  to  abolisli  Brevet  rank.  He  thought 
such  a  conclusion  would  be  formed,  were  the  report,  in 
its  present  shape,  to  go  the  public.  He,  therefore,  mov- 
ed to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  report  which  relates 
to  the  Brevet  rank  of  officers  claiming  promotion. 

Tliat  portion  of  the  report  was  again  read. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed,  that  it  appeared  some- 
what strange  that  such  difficulty  was  found  in  understand- 
ing the  resolution,  when  it  was  not  only  so  perfectly 
plain  in  itself,  but  had  been  so  fully  explained. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  that  he  believed  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  had  never  entertained  the  design  of  striking 
off  the  Brevet  rank.  But  the  Committee  was  called  upon 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  whole  subject.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  understood 
the  matter  as  he  did— but  it  certainly  was  contended, 
vhen  the  reference  of  the  resolution  was  discussed,  that 


one  Brigadier* General  was  sufficient  in  our  peace  estab- 
lishment. I'he  question  presented  to  the  Committee 
was,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Major-General  >  They  were  of  opinion  that,  if  the  office 
lately  filled  by  Major-General  Brown  were  to  be  abolish- 
ed,  a  similar  rank  would  be  assumed  by  the  Major-Gene- 
ral by  Brevet,  next  in  rank,  by  force  of  the  regulationa 
by  which  the  army  was  governed.  He  looked  upon  this 
result  as  inevitable,  Tiierefore,  the  Committee  con^der- 
ed  that,  in  being  called  upon  to  pass  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  the  office  of  Major-General,  involved 
the  necessiiy,  also,  to  consider  the  effect  of  abolislixng 
the  rank  of  Brevet  Major-General.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  did  not  express  the  objections  which  he  had  now 
conceived,  against  the  report,  in  the. Committee  room, 
this  morning,  where  it  was  read  in  his  presence,  although 
he  had  objected  to  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by -the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  did  n»t  assent  to  the  opi- 
nion, that,  if  the  office  of  Major-General  were  abolished^ 
we  should  still  have  two  Major- Generals  in  our  army. 
There  was  inconsistency  in  the  very  idea.  He  contended 
that,  if  the  office  was  abolished,  the  two  Brevet  Major- 
Gcnerals  would  enjoy  the  rank  of  Brigadiers,  only— not 
Major  Generals.  He  did  not  like  the  idea-  of  puUinr 
down  every  thing  ;  nor  did  he  wish  that  the  public  should 
I  be  under  the  impression  that  it  Mras  the  design  of  the  Se- 
nate to  abolish  Brevet  i»nk,  and,  for  this  reason,  he  hop- 
ed the  passage  to  which  he  had  alluded,  might  be  strick- 
en out. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  it  was  true,  as  sUted  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  that  he  had  heaid 
the  report  read  in  the  Committee  room,  and  did  not  then 
disagree  to  it.  But  it  was  because  he  had  not  seen  its 
bearing^  in  the  same  ligiit  as  at  present.  He  had  aaid, 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  our  army  did  very  well  with  but 
one  Brigadier-General  :  but  he  did  not,  thereby,  imply 
that  Brevet  rank  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  wished  the  gentleman  from  Mfr* 
ryland  would  consent  to  modify  his  motion,  so  as  to  al- 
low the  report  to  be  recommitted,  generally,  to  the  Mi- 
litary Committee. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  acceded  to  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that,  having  heard  no  objection 
to  this  motion,  he  should  not  oppose  it.  He  would  mere- 
ly say,  that  the  gentleman  from  Mar>'land  and  himself 
were  entirely  at  issue.  He  contended  that,  by  law, 
there  were  two  Major- General^  in  the  line,  and  that,  if 
the  office  held  by  General  Brown  were  abolished,  the 
first  in  rank  of  those  two  officers  miglit  claim  the  station 
to-morrow.  He  did  not  see  how  the  gentleman  could  get 
rid  of  the  fact,  that  there  were,  at  this  moment^  two  Ma- 
ior-Generals  in  the  Vrvice,  receiving  the  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  the  station,  and  considered  universally  at 
such. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  he  would  merely  point  out  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  effect  of  his  doctrine,  if  it 
should  be  con-ect.  Suppose  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  appoint  a  civilian  to  the  office— does  he 
contend  that  Generals  Gaines  and  Scott  could  take  a 
command  superior  to  the  individual  appointed  ? 

Mr.  HARRISON  answered,  readily,  that,  if  aeiviHan 
were  appointed  to-morrow,  the  first  in  rank  of  those 
Generals  would  have  a  legal  right  to  aopen^le  that  in^ 
dividual. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  :  And  I  say,  pronptly, 
if  he  dared  to  do  it,  and  I  were  the  Major-General  ap- 
pointed, I  would  have  him  put  under  arrest  for  his  pro- 
sumption. 
The  motion  to  recommit  was  then  adopted. 
Mr.  EATON  observed,  that  be  iiad  long  conadered 
something  necessary  to  be  done  on  this  question  i  and 


417 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


418 


Mjlbch  10,  1888.1 


Offiet  of  Major  GOieral — Chitna  of  South  Carolina, 


[SENATE. 


since  the  subjectt  genenllr,  was  before  the  Committee 
of  Military  Aftain,  he  would  submit  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Betohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  inform  tlic  Sen- 
ate of  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  paid  to  the 
officers  of  the  Army,  durinsrthe  year  1827,  on  account  of 
Brevet  rank,  and  which  they  would  not  have  been  enti- 
tled tcvreceive,  if  not  lh>m  that  Brevet  rank. 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Hilitaiy  Aifairs  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  and  necessit}'  of  so  amending 
the  existing  hw,  as  to  restrain  Brevet  appointments  in 
the  line  and  staflT  of  the  Army,  on  account  of  ten  years' 
service  in  the  same  g^rade,  and  to  prohibit  the  giving  a 
second  Brevet  to  any  officer,  where  a  previous  Brevet 
has  been  hail. 

BeMoivedf  That  the  said  Committee  inquire  if,  on  Court 
Martialsy  and  on  command  upon  separate  detachments. 
Lineal  and  Brevet  rank  cannot  be  better  ascertained, 
and  with  greater  certainty  defined,  fliat  thereby  colli- 
sions may  be  prevented. 

CLAIMS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNR,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
claims  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  against  tlie  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  Military  Committee  on  tLSt  subject, 
having  been  read,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  IIAYNE, 

Mr.  HARRISON,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee,) 
briefly  explained  the  merits  of  the  bill.  The  report  just 
read,  said  he,  had  gone  so  extensively  into  the  subject, 
that  it  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  enter  on  it  at  lans^e. 
The  account  upon  which  the  claim  of  South  Carolina 
was  predicated,  cont;uncd  a  great  nuinv  items ;  the  prin- 
ciple of  which,  having  been  allowed  by  the  General 
Government,  put  the  subject  of  interest  entirely  at  rest ; 
there  being  no  auestion  but  that,  on  the  money  actually 
allowed,  and  paid  to  the  State,  interest  was  justly  due. 
The  cases  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  who  had  been 
allowed  interest  by  Congress  for  advances  made  bv  them, 
were  somewhat  different  in  detail,  though  not  in  principle. 
South  Carolina  had  entered  into  these  expenses  for  the 
defence  of  tlie  country,  without  having  any  previous 
bargain  with  the  General  Goveniment.  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania,  upon  a  call  made  upon  their  patriotism, 
borrowed  money  from  the  Banks,  which  they  expended 
in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  it  was  because  interest 
had  been  paid  by  them,  for  the  sums  so  borrowed,  that 
interest  was  allowed  them  on  their  advances* 

The'  case  of  South  Carolina  was  nearly  similar  to  that 
of  those  two  SUtes.  She  did  not  borrow  the  money,  to 
be  sure,  which  she  advanced  ;  but  she  had  a  hind  produ- 
cing an  interest  of  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  which,  with- 
out any  hesitation,  she  appropriated,  when  danger 
threatened.  The  Committee  were  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  equal  justice  ought  to  be  meted  to  the  State  of^  South 
Carolina,  which  hadbeen  meted  to  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania, the  actual  loss  of  interest  being  the  same,  in 
effect,  as  the  actual  payment  of  interest.  In  relation  to 
another  item  of  the  account,  viz  :  for  cannon-balls 
furnished  by  the  State,  it  was  necessary,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  tlic  balls  should 
be  procured  at  all  events.  The  Genewl  Government 
was  unable  to  fiirnish  them,  and  they  were  cast  at  the 
expense  of  the  Stkte.  1  he  enemy  not  having  made  the 
expected  attack,  they  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  then  the  Government  refused  to  receive  them, 
because  they  had  not  been  made  of  the  proper  size. 
Another  item  was  for  the  transportation  of  baggage, 
which  had  been  rejected,  because  it  had  been  ctistomary 
to  allow  more  than  eight  wagons  to  a  regiment.  With- 
out  their  liaving  the  means  v(  a.sccrtaining  how  many 
M-agons  were  necessary,  iu  the  peculiar  case  of  the  State 
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of  S.  C,  whether  eight  or  nine,  the  Committee  could 
see  no  reason  why  she  should  not  be  allowed  this  item  as 
well  as  for  the  cannon-balls,  since  she  had  actually  ex- 
pended tlic  money  in  both  cases.  He  Imd  seen  opera- 
tions where  40  wagons  would  hardly  be  sufficient  for  a 
regiment.  There  were  some  other  small  items,  said  Mr. 
H.  and  one  of  $  — ^-  for  blankets.  With  regard  to  tliis 
last,  he  would  observe  that  the  troops  of  the  State  had 
been  called  out  in  a  very  inclement  season,  and  the  Stale, 
findmg  that  blankets  were  absolutely  necessai-}*,  had  fur- 
nished them.  The  Committee,  however,  not  finding  any 
precedent  for  an  allowance  of  this  kind,  did  not  think 
proper  to  sanction  it 

Mr.  CHANDLER  wished  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
to  receive  the  same  justice  which  had  been  granted  to 
other  States,  and  no  more.  He  was  not  well  informed 
what  had  been  allowed  in  other  cases ;  but,  from  what  he 
did  understand,  in  this  case  it  appeared  tliat  the  State  of  S. 
C.  had  a  fund  vested  in  bank  stock,  which,  without  hav- 
ing been  called  on  by  the  United  States,  she  expended 
in  her  own  defence.  He  objected  to  the  claim  for  pay 
of  the  staff  officers,  as  he  believed  it  had  never  been  the 
practice  of  the  Government  to  allow  pay  to  officers  of  a 
State  to  carry  on  its  own  operations.  With  respect  ti* 
the  charge  made  for  cannon-balls,  the  State,  he  said,  had 
the  strongest  motive  to  place  herself  in  an  attitude  of  de- 
fence, and  was  therefore  perfectly  right  in  procuring 
those  balls.  She  had  them  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  if  they  did  not  answer  the  calibre  of  the  United 
States,  and  did  that  of  South  Carolina,  she  ought  to  have 
retained  them  for  purposes  of  her  own  defence.  As  to 
wagons,  he  beficvcd  the  rule  had  been  to  allow  them  in 
rea.son.  If  any  State  had  been  allowed  as  many  as  South 
Carolina  chargeil  for,  he  should  nut  be  disposed  to  ob- 
ject to  the  allowance.  Whatever  had  been  the  custom,  in 
similar  cases,  he  was  disposed  to  accede  to,  in  tlie  pre- 
seiit  one. 

Mr.  HAYNE  entered  into  the  merits  of  tliis  bill  much 
at  large  ;  exhibiting  in  a  clear  and  strong  point  of  view, 
the  justice  of  the  claim,  which  the  State  lie  represented 
in  part  has  upon  the  General  Government.  Mr.  II. 
showed  that  South  Carolina  was  in  an  exposed  slate,  ancl 
that  when  the  enemy  were  hovering  on  the  coast,  and 
the  General  Government  without  money  or  arms,  that 
she  came  forward  without  asking  terms,  and  took  the  mo- 
ney which  she  had  vested  in  bank,  yielding  her  12  per 
cent,  on  every  dollar,  and  loaned  il  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  II.  answered  all  the  several  inquires  and  sug- 
gestions made  in  relation  to  this  business  ;  showing  the 
conduct  of  his  State,  as  at  once  disinterested,  patriotic, 
and  worthy  of  imitation. 

Mr.  RUGGI.KS  said  he  was  not  satisfied  to  pass  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape  ;  though  he  would  not  object  to 
it,  if  it  were  worded  in  the  same  manner  as  the  bills  pas- 
sed  for  the  benefit  of  the  States  of^ Pennsylvania,  Del- 
aware,  Virginia,  and  New  York  :  because,  by  all  those 
States  the  money  adv.inccd  had  been  actually  borrowed 
and  the  interest  paid  by  them.  He  thought  there  was  a 
distinction  between  the  cases  of  those  States,  and  that 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  The  fund  expended  by 
tlie  State  of  South  Carolina  was,  in  her  own  hands,  pre. 
cisely  in  the  same  situation  as  if  remaining  in  her  Trea- 
sury ;  and  where  a  Slate  advanced  funds  for  her  own  de- 
fence, out  of  money  actually  in  her  Treasury,  he  did  not 
believe  she  had  any  just  claim  for  interest.  The  rc-pay- 
ment  of  the  principal,  said  Mr.  B.  had  generally  been 
considered  a  sufficient  allowance.  Whenever  a  State  ex- 
pended funds  of  this  description,  it  was  for  the  defence 
of  her  own  soil  ;  all  the  States  had  a  common  interest 
with  the  General  Governmcfit  to  <lcfend  their  own  fire- 
sides, and  therefore  ouglii  not  to  require  interest  on  nio 
ney  »>  expended.  Mr.  It.  here  react,  in  iUustration,  llio 
law  passed  in  favor  ol  the  Stitc  of  Virginia,  to  shew  that  it 
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was  only  on  account  of  the  money  advanced  by  her,  hav- 
ing been  actually  borrowed,  and  intcreat  paid  ^  that  in^ 
tcrest  had  been  allowed  her.  It  was  on  this  very  princi- 
ple, said  he,  that  the  laws  passed  in  favor  of  the  SUte 
of  Virginia,  and  the  other  States  just  mentioned,  were 
so  guarded  that  no  interest  was  to  be  paid  them  except 
where  they  had  been  actually  under  the  necessity  of 
borrowing  money  and  paying  interest.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  would  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  first  and  second  sections. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  was  followed  by  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  In 
opposition  to  the  amendment,  and  in  support  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  before  he  voted,  he  would  make  one 
Inquiry  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill.  He  understood  that 
the  State  hid  accumulated  a  fund  of  lialf  a  million  of 
dollars  which  she  invested  in  the  stock  of  a  bank;  the 
whole  of  which  stock  was  held  by  herself.  Now,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  advances  made,  had  been 
made  out  of  the  capital  of  that  bank,  or  out  of  the  pro- 
missory notes  issued  by  it. 

Mr.  H A YNE  said,  he  would  endeavour  to  answer  the  in- 
quiry made  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, though  he  con- 
fessed It  would  be  with  some  difficulty.  The  State,  before 
the  war,  had  accumulated  a  fundof  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
which,  as  the  gentleman  very  correctly  stated,  had  been  in- 
vested in  the  stock  of  a  bank  wholly  owned  by  herself.  In 
that  bank  were  deposited  all  the  sums  of  money  received 
by  the  State,  whether  for  interest  accruing  on  her  stocks 
or  for  taxes  ;  and  from  its  vaults  was  drawn  every  dollar 
advanced  to  the  United  States,  and  every  dollar  disbur- 
sed for  the  current  expenses  of  tlie  State.  Now,  Sir, 
Haid  Mr.  II.  the  only  way  of  answering  the  gentleman 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  expenses  of  the  State  exceed- 
ed tlie  amount  received  for  interests  and  taxes  ;  and  If 
such  was  the  fact,  the  mone^  was  actually  drawn  from 
the  capital  of  the  bank.  Tins  was  the  only  answer  he 
was  able  to  give  the  gentleman. 

\li,  Hi.Tirx  here  made  a  brief  reply  to  Mr.  Rco- 
oLEs.  The  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  said  he,  had  aUuded 
to  the  precedent  esUblished  in  the  case  of  the  SUte  of 
Virginia.  BIr.  H.  contended,  that  the  case  now  before  the 
Senate  depended  upon  the  same  principle  as  that  of  the 
Sute  of  Virginia.  That  State  had  been  allowed  inter- 
est, because  the  advance  made  by  her  had  cost  her  inter- 
est ;  and  it  is  proposed  here  to  allow  S.  Carolina  interest, 
because  the  advance  m^ide  by  her,  had  likewise  cost  her 
interest.  The  principle  was  precisely  the  same.  In  the 
one  case,  Vircnnia  had  actually  paid  Interest  on  money 
borrowed  ;  and  in  tlie  other.  South  Carolina  had  lost  the 
interest  she  was  actually  receiving.  The  case  of  South 
Carolina  was  even  stronger  than  that  of  Viiginia — ^the 
loss  of  Virginia  having  been  only  six  per  cent,  while  that 
of  South  Carolina  had  been  twelve. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  the 
bill,  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment.  In  cases  of  war 
and  great  national  calamity  where  advances  had  been  made 
by  a  SUte  predicated  upon  the  inability  of  the  General  Go- 
remment,  lie  was  not  only  in  favor  of  pacing  to  such  State 
the  advances  made,  but  also  of  paying  mterest  on  them. 
Mr.  M'LANE  was  of  opinion  that  the  case  before  the 
Senate  was  a  very  imporUnt  one,  and  he  agreed  with  the 
^ntleman  from  Ohio,  that  it  demanded  the  greatest  con- 
sideration. But  he  disagreed  \rith  the  conclusions  drawn 
by  that  gentleman  in  regard  to  iL  The  SUte  of  South 
Carolina«  said  Mr.  M'L.  was  entitled,  on  every  principle 
of  equity  and  justice,  to  receive  the  amount  claimed  by 
her.  A  distinction  had  been  drawn  between  the  debu 
due  by  tlic  United  SUtes  to  individuals,  and  to  Sutes ; 
and  to  individuals,  interest  is  not  allowed  by  the  govern- 
ment on  the  amount  found  to  be  due  them.  What  is  the 
principle,  he  asked,  on  which  interest  is  refused  to  indi- 
iriduaU^  It  is  one  to  which  he  could  not  subscribe,  though 


the  precedent  had  become  so  strong  as  not  now  to  be 
shaken.  It  is  refused  to  individuals,  said  he,  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  government  is  always  prepared  to  pay 
them  their  just  demands,  and  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
bound  to  pay  interest  on  money  waiting  their  dispo- 
sal. 

But  tliat  principle  did  not  apply  to  advances  made  by 
sutes  to  aid  the  public  exigencies  of  the  countr}',  when 
tlie  General  Government  was  unable  to  provide  for  that 
particular  exigency-    The  principle,  said  Mr.  M'l..  has 
already  been  esUblished,  that  SUtes  sliould  be  allowed  in- 
terest on  the  advances  made  by  them  for  the  service  of 
the  General  Government.     Here,  then,  was  a  strong  case 
of  that  kind.     Money  had  actually  been  advanced  by  the 
state  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment.    Wherein,  he  asked,  did  this  casediflTer  from 
those  of  the  SUtes  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  New  York,  as  argued  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  ?    It  was  the  duty  of  the  United  SUtes  to  have  per- 
formed those  services,  and  made  those  advances,  made 
and  performed  by  those  States  ;  having  neglected  so  to 
do,  those  sutes  stepped  forward  and  made  Uie  advances 
required  $  and  were  paid,  not  only  the  sums  so  advanced 
by  them,  but  the  interest,  on  the  money  they  had  bor- 
rowed  for  that  purpose.     Now,  Sir,  we  have  adopted  tlie 
principle,  that  wherever  a  State  has  paid  interest  on  such 
advance  m^e  by  it,  the  interest  is  part  of  the  advance 
made  ;  and  it  is  on  this  principle,  that  the  SUte  of  South- 
Carolina  should  be  paid  for  the  loss  Incurred  by  her,  for 
her  loss  has  been  twelve  per  cent  interest,  while  she  claims 
but  six.    The  fact  of  the  SUte's  having  advanced  a  par- 
ticular stock  fund,  instead  of  money,  was  no  argument  to 
his  mind,  why  the  interest  should  not  be  paid.     Suppose, 
said  Mr.  M'Ljlve,  a  SUte  holds  stock  on  which  die 
is    receiving    interest.      If   she    borrows   money,   and 
holds  her  stock,  it  is  admitted  she  ought  to  be  paid; 
but  if  she  sells  her  stock,  and  advances  the  money, 
interest  is  refused  her.     This  was  a  doctrine  he  could  not 
a£^ree  to.    Is  not  the  loss  of  the  SUte  the  same,  whether 
that  loss  was  occasioned  by  Interest  actually  paid  by  her,  or 
by  the  deprivation  of  interest  which  she  was  actually  re- 
ceiving?   If  an  Individual,  said  Mr.  M'L.  advances  Bank 
stock  for  another,  will  not  the  chancellor  award  him  the 
full  amount  of  his  loss?    If  he  sells  his  stock,  and  advan. 
ces  the  money.  Is  not  the  case  tlie  same?    On  every  prin- 
ciple  of  equity  and  justice,  the  present  claim  ought  to  be 
allowed.     Treat  it  as  interest  paid — ^treat  it  as  interest 
lost^treat  it  as  a  loss  either  way,  and  he  did  not  see  how 
payment  coula  be  avoided.    In  a  case  of  this  kind,  he 
would  make  complete  and  full  indemnity,  and  the  go- 
vernment never  can,  said  he,  place  itself  in  a  stronger  at- 
titude, than  to  say  to  those  SUtes,  who  are  the  first  to  en- 
counter the  shock  of  calamity,  if  you  will  voluntarily  step 
forward  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  you  shall  not  be 
phced  in  a  worse  situation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  followed  Mr.  M'LANE  at  length 
in  support  of  the  bill ;  when 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  rose  to  make  a  short  reply  to  tlic 
objections  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  one  of  which 
was  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had  expended  tlie 
money  advanced  lyr  her  for  her  own  benefit,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  paid  the  amount  she  claims.  I  am  sure, 
said  Mr.  S.  in  tliat  part  of  the  gentleman's  argument,  he 
had  nut  attended  sumclently  to  the  subject.  By  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  SUtes,  the  General  Government 
was  bound  to  defend  every  State  in  the  Union,  not  only 
from  real,  but  from  apparent  danger.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed, said  Mr.  S.  that  when  tlie  British  fleet  sailed  to  New  Or- 
leans, it  was  the  general  opinion  that  Charleston  was  the 
point  intended  to  be  atUcked  by  them  ;  and  this  being  the 
general  opinion,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the 
SUte  in  some  posture  of  defence.  Then  it  being  the 
duly  of  the  General  Government  to  defend  Ihc  SUte, 
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and  being  unable,  neglected  to  do  so,  the  General  Go- 
vernment was  bound  on  every  principle  of  justice  to  pay 
the  interest,  and  pay  the  principal  sum,  expended  by 
the  State,  for  her  own  defence.  How,  asked  he,  are  gen 
tlemen  to  distinguish  between  money  advanced  by  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  and  other  States  who  have  paid? 
Are  we  now  to  be  called  upon  at  the  distance  of  fourteen 
years  to  tell  you  in  what  particular  bills  this  money  was 
paid?  This  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  a  period  to  give  such 
information — ^the  contest  ended  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen,  and  the  first  money  refunded  to  the  State  was 
in  the  year  1821.  But  we  have  been  told,  you  have  pro- 
tected yourselves  by  the  money  you  have  expended,  and 
therefore  have  no  claim  for  interest.  Sir,  said  be,  this  is  an 
argument  which  ought  never  to  be  heard  on  this  floor. 
While  this  confederacy  lasts,  let  us  protect  each  member 
of  it,  unless  you  ar6  disposed  to  dissolve  the  Upion,  and 
let  each  State  protect  itself. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina,  said  Mr.  Shtth,  had, 
with  her  own  capital,  established  a  Bank,  and  from  that 
Bank,  all  her  resources  were  drawn.  From  that  Bank, 
she  not  only  made  the  advances  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment upon  which  her  present  claim  is  predicated,  but  also 
paid  her  proportion  of  the  tax  for  the  support  of  the  war. 
She  never  permitted  a  tax  to  be  collected  within  her  lim- 
its, through  the  agency  of  the  officers  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. The  moment  her  quota  of  the  direct  tax  vma 
ascertained,  she  asked  no  questions,  but  ordered  the 
amount  to  be  paid  out  of  her  public  Treasury — ^from  that 
vety  Bank  out  of  which  she  made  the  advances  to  the 
Genera]  Government.  Is  it  not  monstrous,  then,  said  Mr. 
S.  to  be  asked  at  this  period,  did  you  pay  specie?  Did 
you  sell  stock,  or,  in  what  manner  did  you  expend  this 
money  ?  There  was  no  principle  in  private  life,  that  would, 
for  a  moment,  admit  of^  a  contest  like  tliis.  Is  not  then  a 
contest  between  the  General  Government  and  a  State,  and 
between  individuals,  the  same  ?  Where  was  the  possible 
distinction,  asked  Mr.  S.  between  the  cases  of  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina?  Virginia,  it  seems,  went 
to  a  bank  and  borrowed  money  ;  South  Carolina  advanced 
a  fund  already  in  her  own  possession,  by  which  she  was 
deprived  of  interest  actually  accruing  to  her  :  and  now, 
after  the  United  States  have  had  the  benefit  of  this  fund 
for  eight  years,  we  are  told,  because  no  precedent  can 
be  found  in  the  case  of  Virginia,  interest  is  to  be  refused 
to  S.  Carolina.  The  State  of  South  Carolina  has  demon- 
strated that  the  advances  for  which  she  claims  interest, 
were  drawn  from  a  fund  for  which  she  received  more  in- 
terest, than  was  paid  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  for 
which  Vh^nia  was  remunerated  ;  the  bills  of  the  bank 
never  having  depreciated  in  her  own  State,  nor^inany 
other  State  of  the  Union.  The  State  had  always  been  rea^ 
dy  to  redeem  those  bills— -they  were,  in  fact,  as  current  as 
gold  and  silver.  The  State  of  South  Carolina,  said  he, 
can  no  doubt  do  without  the  sum  claimed.  Hut  if  the 
claim  is  founded  upon  those  principles  which  regulate 
the  intercourse  of  one  man  with  another,  and  between  an 
individual  and  the  Government,  she  ought  to  be  paid.  She 
did  not  ask  it  as  a  favor,  but  demanded  it  as  a  right. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  the  bill  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Hatstb  and  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cobb,  Chaitdlbr,  and  Foot  ; 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kvs- 
9i;bs,  and  lost.  — 

TcBSDAT,  MABca  11,  1828. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  resolutions  submitted 
by  him  yesterday,  were  taken  up  separately,  and  agreed 
to. 

CLAIMS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  anfinislied  business  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
up,  being  the  bill  to  remunenite  the  State  of  Soutli  Caro- 
lina for  certain  disbursraents  during  the  late  war. 


Mr.  HAYNE  moved  a  modification  of  the  amendment 
ofTered  yesterday  by  Mr.  CHANDLER,  so  as  to  provide 
for  giving  up  to  the  United  States  the  cannon  balls  not 
expended.  The  ameiKlment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  a  new 
bargain,  and  he  would  probably  fix  upon  the  present  price 
of  the  articles  as  the  rate  of  purchased  The  bill  p.x>vided 
for  the  payment  to  tlie  State  of  South  CarDlina»  of  the 
price  which  they  cost  at  the  time  they  were  purchased » 
He  understood  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
to  be,  that  the  property  might  be  received  by  the  United 
SUtes.  The  proviso  which  he  [Mr.  H.]  now  offered^ 
would  secure  this  objeet. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  made  some  remarks,  but  was  not  un  • 
derstood  as  having  assented  to  the  modification.  The 
question  being  then  taken,  Mr.  CHANDLER'S  motion 
to  amend  was  rejected. 

The  question  on  the  proviso  offered  by  Mr.  HAYNE 
was  then  put,  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  COBB 
observed,  that  he  would  renew  the  motion  made  yester- 
day by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  strike  out  the  first 
and  second  sections  of  the  bill,  [providing  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  money  applied  by  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  to  the  public  service.] 

The  question  on  thij  motion  being  taken,  it  was  nega- 
tived. 

I'he  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird 
reading. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

The  Resolution,  submitted  several  days  since,  by  Mr. 
KING,  to  fix  the  hour  of  meeting  at  11  o'clock  for  the 
residue  of  the  session,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  would  ask  what  gen- 
tlemen  expected  to  gzm  by  this  measure.  Some  of  the 
Senators  might  feel  able  to  increase  the  hours  of  sitting  } 
but  he  thought  five  hours  spent  in  debate  was  sufficient, 
and  as  much  as  was  consistent  with  the  other  duties  which 
they  had  to  perform.  He  belonged  to  a  committee  which 
met  twice  a  week  ;  and  even  now  they  were  oflen  sum- 
moned to  their  seats  from  the  committee  room,  before  they 
had  completed  the  business  under  their  consideration.  If 
gentlemen  thought  thejr  did  not  stay  late  enough  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  they  might  make  tlie  adjournment  later. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  four-fifUis  of  the  business  consist- 
ed of  general  oixlers,  which  were,  by  a  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  be  acted  upon  before  1  o*clock-^and  often  only 
from  fifteen  minutes  to  half  an  hour  could  be  devoted  to 
them.  Where^  if  the  Senate  met  at  11  o'clock,  an  hour 
and  a  half  could  be  employed  in  considering  the  general 
orders,  which  comprised  some  bills  of  importance.  He 
had  no  greater  desire  to  labor  beyond  a  reasonable  time, 
than  any  other  gentleman.  As  to  the  business  of  the 
committees,  it  was  mostly  over  for  the  seffiion.  They 
could  not  originate  any  new  business  with  a  reasonable 
hope  that  it  would  he  acted  upon  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  advocated  the  resolu- 
tion. He  had  rather  come  at  an  earlier  hour,  than  spend 
the  time  in  lounging  about  to  no  profit,  as  the  morning 
was  the  best  part  of  the  cUy  for  transacting  business. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  which  he  belonged,  had  two-third«« 
of.  the  bins  under  examination  that  came  from  the  other 
House.  He  came  immediately  after  his  breakfast  to  the 
committee  room,  ami  was  often  called  into  the  Sena'e 
before  he  left  it.  Besides,  human  beings  wanted  a  litt'e 
time  fot  eating,  and  a  little  for  sleeping.  He  knew  tljat 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  been  many  years  iu 
Congress ;  he  knew,  also,  the  vigor  of  his  mind — but 
some  others  might  not  be  equal  to  him.  Besides  the 
business  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  of  the  committees 
there  were  documenU  daily  laid  upon  the  tables  of  the 
Senators,  many  of  which  it  was  their  duty  to  read,    if 
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the  time  of  sitting'  was  to  be  increased,  some  of  these 
duties  must  be  neglected.  If  the  committees^  and  the 
Printer,  were  discharged,  so  that  there  should  be  no 
more  documents,  he  would  rote  for  the  proposition,  and 
meet  at  any  time  tiie  Senate  might  please.  The  other 
House  had  shewn  the  inutility  of  changing  the  hour,  and 
had,  afler  a  few  days'  experience,  found  it  advisable  to 
go  back  to  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  BENVON  did  not  think  the  meetinpps  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  twice  a  week,  a  sufficient  reason  for 
rejecting  this  motion.  The  members  of  the  committee 
might  be  excused  from  serving  in  the  Senate  Chamber 
until  12  o'clock,  and  no  bill  would  be  put  on  its  final  pas- 
sage previous  to  that  hour.  It  seemed  to  be  the  general 
opinion  that  five  hours  was  as  long  as  they  ought  to  sit. 
As  to  the  lengtli  of  time,  he  considered  that  it  would  be 
tlie  came  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  If  they  met  an 
hour  earlier,  they  would  adjourn  an  hour  earlier.  On  the 
contrar>',if  tliey  met  an  hour  later,  the  adjournment  would 
be  protracted  an  hour.  It  was  similar  to  the  difference  in 
individuals — one  poured  a  little  wine  into  his  glass,  and 
drank  the  whole,  while  another  filled  his  glass  to  the 
brim,  and  sipped  but  little.  There  was  a  great  portion 
of  trifling  busmess  which  must  either  be  done  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day  or  be  neglected.  This  business,  although 
of  a  minor  kind,  was  of  more  or  less  importance.  They 
were  chiefly  local  bills— the  Old  States  were  but  little  in- 
terested  in  them — but  they  were  of  great  moment  to  tlie 
New  States.  The  Government  was  the  great  landholder 
in  those  States,  and  the  number  of  land  bills  was  very 
great.  Of  the  whole  number  of  bills  passed  last  year — 
s^y,  in  round  numbers,  150— fifty  relates  to  the  New 
Slates.  For  those  States,  Congress,  to  a  great  extent, 
might  be  considered  the  local  legislature,  and  there  was, 
therefore,  a  great  quantity  of  load  business  which  ought 
to  be  done,  which  could  be  matured  before  12  o'clock, 
and  which  would  not  absolutely  require  the  prejience  of 
all  the  Senators. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  did  not  see  how  Con- 
gress had  more  to  do  with  tlie  New  than  the  Old  States  ; 
and  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  S.  should  wish  to  be  present  when 
tliese  bills  are  acted  upon.  He  was  not  at  all  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  being  shut  up  in  a  committee  room — 
and  he  doubted  whether  any  gentleman  would  willingly 
be  stowed  away  in  this  manner,  while  the  Senate  was 
proceeding  in  the  business,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  ex- 
amine, in  order  tQ  enable  them  to  get  to  their  wine  in 
good  season. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  resolution,  it 
was  agreed  to* 

HEVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  provision  for  compensation  to  certain  Surviv- 
ing Officera  of  the  Revolution.  The  motion  to  amend, 
repoiled  by  the  committee,  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill 
with  the  sum  of  $  1,100,000,  being  before  tlie  Senate — 

Mr.  HARRISON  addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length 
in  its  support,  and  in  reply  to  the  observations  of  several 
gentlemen,  who,  during  the  former  debutes,  opposed  the 
motion. 

Mr.  ROBBINS,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  this  case  seems 
to  labor  most  on  the  point  of  le^l  obligations  ;  if  this  is 
not  established,  nor  to  be  establishe«l,  1  should  despair  of 
the  claim  being  carried.  In  that  case,  indeed,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  it  ought  to  be  carried ;  for,  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen,  I  doubt  if  any  other  ground,  jp^rsc, 
would  warrant  the  appropriation.  Indeed  the  petitioners, 
themselves,  rest  their  claims  on  the  legal  obligation  en- 
tirely, if  that  is  not  established,  nor  to  be  establiahed,thcy 
make  no  claim  upon  us,  for  they  ask  nothing  of  tlie  uation- 
■A  gratitude.    On  this  ground  they  are  silent,  and  furcver 


will  be.  In  this  they  display  all  the  goodness  of  noble 
minds  ;  for  thouf^i  it  is  noble  to  confer  obligations,it  is  still 
nobler  not  to  make  any  claim  upon  them,  and  nobler  still 
never  to  mention  them.  But,  let  roe  remark,  here, that  how- 
ever noble  it  is  in  the  benefactor  never  to  remember,  it 
is  eqiuilly  noble  in  the  party  benefitted,  never  to  forget 
the  obligation.  A  few  woixlsy  however,  and  but  a  few, 
on  this  question  of  legal  obligation. 

It  does  appear  to  me  clearly  that  a  special  contract 
made  with  these  petitioners  has  been  violated,  and  to  their 
injury,  fi>r  which  they  have  a  legal  title  to  indemnification. 
It  is  to  my  surprise  that  the  fiict  should  appear  otherwise, 
to  oUier  minds,  and  sucli  minds  too— minds  who  command 
all  my  respect ;  for,  if, waiving  the  question,  whether  the 
commutation  ■  was  or  was  not  adequate  to  'the  annuities 
in  point  of  value ;  and,  waiving,  too,  the  question,  wheth- 
er the  commutation  was  or  was  not  assented  to  by  the 
officers,  in  a  manner  to  be  binding  upon  them — ^if  we  look 
at  the  commutation  act,  and  see  what  was  to  be  given, 
and  then  at  the  final  settlement,  and  tee  what  was  given, 
and  comfiare  the  two  things— not  in  kind,  for  they  were 
diflTerent  in  kind — ^but  in  value — and  it  would  seem  to  me 
impossible  to  say  that  that  promise  was  peribrmed,  or 
that  the  non  performance  was  not  an  injury,  or  that  the 
injury  did  not  constitute  a  legal  title  to  indemnification. 

Now  what  was  ^ven  on  that  final  settlement }  It  was  a 
certificate  certifying  the  amount  due,  and  that  it  was  pay- 
able at  six  per  cent  interest.  I  speak  from  an  authenti- 
cated transcript  of  the  form  of  that  certificate.  On  what 
was  this  bottomed  }  On  the  credit  of  the  country.  What 
was  its  value  ?  It  was  twenty  per  cent,  on  its  nominal 
amount,  and  no  more— it  would  command  this  in  the  mar- 
ket, and  no  more. 

Now,  by  the  commutation  act,  what  was  to  be  given? 
It  was  tecurilits,  at  five  per  cent  interest,  to  be  bottomed, 
as  I  say,  and  will  attempt  to  show,  on  particiUar  funds, 
pledged  to  pay  the  accruing  interest  annually,  and  ulti- 
mately to  redeem  the  prinapal.  What  were  such  se- 
curities, and  so  guarantied,  worth  ?  They  were  worth 
eighty-three  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  amount,  and  would 
command  this  in  money  here  or  elsewhere.  What  then 
was  the  difference  in  value  between  what  they  did  receive, 
and  what  they  were  to  receive  ?  It  was  sizty-three  per 
cent,  on  the  nominal  amount  or  sizty-three  dollars  on 
every  hundred. 

l*hat  these  five  per  cent,  securities,  thus  guarantied, 
were  not  delivered,  I  would  here  remark,  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Government ;  for  it  was  owing  to  their  utter 
inability  to  deliver  them.  Conmss  had  no  particular 
funds  and  could  command  none,  tiiough  they  made  eveiy 
possible  effort  to  acquire  them  fix>m  the  States,  for  Uiis 
purpose.  But  tiiis  neither  varies  the  fact  of  the  breach 
of  the  contract,  nor  impairs  the  riglit  of  indemnification 
for  that  breach.  I  would  here  furtfaur  remari^  that  it  is 
this  circumstance,  that  these  securities  were  to  be  guar- 
antied by  particular  funds,  that  distinguishes  these  peti- 
tioners from  other  creditors  i  makes  their  case  a^  peculiar 
one ;  a  case  that  cannot  make  a  precedent  which  other 
creditors  can  claim  the  benefit  of ;  nor  which  can  embar- 
rass the  Government  as  being  such  a  precedent.  They 
complain  that  they  have  nf>t  had  what  they  were  to  have, 
but  something  diflerent  in  kind,  and  less  in  value,  much 
less.  The  otiier  creditors  were  to  have  certificates  of  cre- 
dit, upon  the  credit  of  the  country  ?  these  they  did  have; 
and  if  the  depression  of  that  credit  has  depressed  the  va- 
lue of  tiiose  certificates  in  the  market,  and  a  loss  has  been 
occasioned  to  the  holders  by  that  depression,  it  is  a  loss 
which  gives  no  legal  title  to  indemnity  ;  it  is  a  dmnnum, 
but  a  damnum,  as  the  law  has  it,  absque  injuria  \  it  is  a  loss 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  credit  in  the  debtor,  which 
does  not  make  a  legal  ground  of  claim  against  thedebtor. 
But  ifi  thib  case  it  is  a  losjs  in  consequence  of  the  nonfca- 


425 


OF  DEBATES  IN  GONGRBSa 


42B 


Mabcb  11, 1828.] 


BewMumary  C&ums. 


[SENATE^ 


^nce  of  the  debtor,  the  not  delivering  what  was  to  be  de- 
■ivered,  which  does  constitute  a  legaldeniand  ag^nst  the 
debtor. 

I  am  aware  that  the  value  of  this  whole  statement  de- 
pends upon  tlie  evidence  that  these  securities  were  to  be 
^uanmtied  by  particular  funds.  But  this  evidence  is  so 
irresistible  in  my  view  of  it,  that  it  forces  conviction  of 
the  fact  upon  my  mind;  and,  I  trust,  when  considered 
and  weighed,  it  will  have  a  like  effect  with  others.  In 
tlie  first  place  it  was  so  undefstood  by  the  army  $  forthe^ 
say.  in  their  resolution,  transmitted  to  Congress  by  their 
Commander  in  Chief:  '<We  expect  Congress  to  provide 
adequate  funds  for  satis^ng  the  life  annuities,  or  such 
commuUtion  as  may  be  substituted  therefor.''  Congress 
then  knew  if  commutation  was  adopted,  it  was  to  be  guar- 
antied by  particuhur  funds,  in  the  understanding  of 
the  arm^ ;  and  Congress,  it  is  said,  did  not  origmato  the 
proposition  of  a  commutation.  They  but  acceded  to  the 
proposition.  It  must,  then,  be  presumed  that  they  acced- 
ed to  it  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  made.  To  presume 
the  contrary  would  be  derogatory  to  the  dignit^  of  that 
body,  and  the  idea  must  be  rejected  ;  and,  besidesb  the 
thing  proves  itself.  Congress  intended  an  equivalent 
to  the  half  pay,  in  a  gross  sum.  They  must  then  intend 
this  either  in  money,  or  in  something  equivalent  to  mo- 
ney—-otherwise,  they  did  not  intend  an  equivalent  Now, 
nothinfi"  butseeun/tei^  guarantied  by  particular  fundfl^  were 
equivalent  to  money.  Certificates  ofcredit,  merely,  were 
not  equivalent  to  money  $  »o  hr  bom  it,  that  they  were 
eighty  per  cent,  below  the  par  of  money.  If  Congress, 
then  by  aeeuritieif  meant  nothmg  but  certificates  of  credit, 
instead  of  meaning  an  equivalent,  they  meant  only  the  fifth 
part  of  an  equivalent :  and,  it  is  remarkable,  that  these 
securities  were  to  be  at  five  per  cent,  while  all  certificates 
of  credit  woe  at  six  per  cent  Then,  if  Conness  meant 
these  securities  to  be  placed  on  a  common  footiM^with 
certificates  of  credit,  instead  of  meaning  an  equivalent  in 
money,  they  did  not  mean  even  an  equivalent  in  certifi- 
cates, but  something  less,  by  about  sixteen  per  cent  So, 
while  securities  would  be  but  one  fifth  of  an  emuvalen^ 
these  securities  would  be  but  five  sixths  of  that  fifth.  The 
certificates  would  be  but  the  shade,  not  the  substance,  of 
an  equivalent^  and  these  securities  would  be  but  the  sha- 
dow of  that  shade. 

I  have  stated,  that  while  tliese  securities  were  at  five 
per  cent,  all  certificates  of  credit  were  at  six.  How  can 
this  be  accounted  for,  if  these  securities  were  to  be  but 
certificates  of  credit  >  You  must  suppose  either  that  Con- 
gress deemed  the  army  creditoraless  meritorous  than  other 
classes— than  all  other  classes,  and  therefore  were  to  be 
put  on  a  less  favorable  footing  i  or,  that,  being  at  a  less 
mterest,  were  to  be  put  on  a  more  solid  footing.  And 
who  wiU  say  that  Congress  deemed  the  army  creditors  less 
meritorious  than  the  others  in  the  fiice  of  all  their  resolu- 
tions, which  thicken  upon  us  m  every  page  of  their  journals, 
expressive  of  the  contrary,  and  entirely  of  the  contrary  ? 

After  the  half  pay  act,  but  before  the  commutation  act 
had  passed,  the  army  was  re-orcanized,  leaving  a  number 
of  supernumeraries,  who  retired  from  the  service,  but  who 
still  were  entitled  to  the  half  pay.  Now,  tlie  commutation 
act  gives  the  securities  ot  five  per  cent  to  the  officer  then 
in  toe  regular  army,  but  certificates  of  credit  at  six  per 
cent^  to  these  supernumeraries.  Then  Cong^ress  meant  to 
make  a  distinction  between  the  supernumeraries  retired 
from  service,  and  the  officers  then  in  service,  and  to  re- 
main in  service  ;  and,  if  Coogrew  meant  the  securities  at 
five  per  cent,  to  be  merely  certificates  of  credit— meant 
that  distinction  to  be  in  favor  of  the  supernumeraries,  and 
to  the  amount  of  sixteen  per  cent  then  the  army.who  were 
depended  on  to  bring  the  war  to  a  successful  termination, 
and  on  whom  the  salvation  of  the  country  depended— who 
were  to  endure  the  toils  and  privations  of  war  %  to  confront 
danger  and  deatb,in  all  the  horrid  forms  of  war  j  were  to  oe 


postponed  to  the  supernumeraries^  who  were  retired  from 
the  service,  and  were  in  safety  at  their  own  homes.  Yes, 
Sir,  your  warrior,  who  was  to  live  in  the  tented  field, 
and  to  jeopardize  his  life  on  that  field — who  waste  min« 
gle  in  the  battle,  and  see  it  rap^  aroimd  him — ^wbp  was 
to  see  his  companions  fall  by  his  side,  himself  equally  ex« 
posed  to  fall— to  see  that  battlefield  strewed  with  carnage 
and  death  ;  to  see  the  fkte  of  his  fkmily  involved  in  hiv 
own  ;  the  desolation  of  his  wife  and  the  orphanage  of  his 
chHdren— ^yea.  Sir,  this  warrior  was  to  be  postponed  to  the 
supernumerary  retired  from  the  service  ;  sleeping  quietly 
of  nights  in  his  own  bed  \  living  at  ease  in  the  bosom  of  his 
own  family,  enjoying  his  own  fire-side,  and  all  the  com- 
forts of  civU  life,  and  knowuig  nothing  of  the  conflict  but 
what  he  saw  in  the  Gazette.  Yes^  this  supernumerary  was 
to  receive  sixteen  per  cent,  more  than  this  wafrior,if  these 
securities  at  five  per  cent,  were  to  be  certificates  of  credit 
merely,  and  were  to  be  guarantied  by  particular  funds. 
Who  can  believe  it  ? 

If  tliese  securities,  at  five  per  cent,  not  guarantied  by 
particular  fUnds,  were  to  be  delivered — I  aak,  why,  in  the 
name  of  wonder,  were  they  not  delivered?  Now  no 
one  such  security  was  ever  deUvered  ;  but,  on  the  dissolu^ 
tion  of  the  army,  what  was  delivered  was  merely  a  certifi- 
cate, certifying  that  so  much  was  due,  and  that  it  was  pay- 
able at  six  per  cent  Why,  I  ask  again  >  It  could  only  be  be- 
cause Congress  were  sensible  that  securities  at  five  per  cent 
not  guarantied  by  particular  funds,  were  not  the  securitiea 
intended  to  be  dehvered  and  expected  to  be  received,  and 
therefore,  they  did  the  only  thing  which,  in  their  circum- 
stances, they  could  do— they  delivered  certificates  of  credit 
upon  the  credit  of  the  country  at  six  per  cent  precisely  as 
they  did  to  all  other  creditors.  If  any  other  posnble  lea^ 
son  can  be  assigned  for'not  delivering  five  per  cent  securi- 
ties, let  it  be  done— I  am  not  able  to  conceive  any. 

Such  is  the  evidence  that  satisfies  m;^  mind, that  these  se- 
curities were  to  be  giiarantied  by  particubu*  funds ;  othera 
will  judge  of  their  fbrce  for  tliemselves.  If  it  establishes 
this  point,  the  consequence  seems  to  roe  to  be  neccMary 
that  a  contract  made  with  these  petitioners  has  been  violar 
ted  and  to  tlieir  wrong,  for  which  they  are  entitled,  legally 
entitled,  to  indemnification.  If  this  point  is  established  it 
will  warrant  th'is  appropriation;  and  if  not  this,  some  appro- 
priation, commensurate  to  the  wrong,  and  sufficient  for 
the  indemnification.  But  if  it  be  not  established,  the  pe* 
titioners  ask  nothing  at  your  hands.  For  they  prefer  no 
claims  upon  the  national  gratitude  i  on  this  subject,  as  I 
said  before,  they  are  silent,  and  will  be  forever.  They  will 
retire  from  your  Halb  in  silence  $  in  silence  live  aa  they 
may,  and  die  as  they  hope  in  peace.  It  never  will  be  ui 
their  hearts,  still  less  on  their  lips,  that  they  have  any  unie. 
wuded  merits,  with  their  countiy  ;  that  their  conntiy  has 
been  unmindful  of  their  merits  or  ungrateful  to  their  de- 
serts. They  will  retire ;  and  still  they  can  look  round  on 
their  proaperous  country}  rejoicing,  though  not  .participa- 
ting in  its  prosperity ;  and  rejoicing  the  more  when  they 
contrast  the  splendor  of  that  prosperity  with  the  gloom  of 
that  period  (they  recollect  it  well, in  it  they  bore  their  part,) 
the  gloom  of  that  period  when  her  destinies  were  suspend- 
ed on  the  chances  of  a  doubtfiil  conflict-— when,  the  mighty 
odds  against  her  made  these  chances  seem  desperate,  and 
planted  despair  at  times  in  every  bosom  ;  when  her  own 
distress  made  her  forgetful  of  the  distresses  of  her  armies^ 
and  her  armies  to  forget  every  thing  in  her  danger  {  when 
her  sun  was  shroud^  in  clouds  and  tempest  and  her 
whole  horizon  was  darkened  with  the  horror  of  the  im- 
pending and  the  raging  stonn  ;  when  no  resource  seemed 
to  be  \m  her  but  her  own  unconquerable  mind* 

Yes,  sir,  rejoicing  the  more  from  that  contrast  Tbey 
will  retire  \  for  they  can  bear,  and  will  without  a  murmur, 
the  load  of  remaining  life  ;  decrepitude,  pain,  penuiy,  and 
that  sharpestof  all  pangs  to  the  pride  of  the  human  heart, 
dependence,  for  the  boon  of  life  tUtelff  on  the  alma  of  cbari- 
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ty.  And  ih  the  hat  hoUr,  when  death,  the  ftiend  of  the  { 
wretched, shall  come  to  thetr  relief ;  when  the  kindly  grave 
•8  opening  to  recetTe  them  to  its  bosom,  and  to  bush  their 
inquietudes  to  repose ;  when  this  earthly  scene  is  closing  up- 
on lhemforevcr,they  will  die  rejoicing  in  that  national  tiap- 
pineas  to  which  they  have  contributed,  but  of  which  they 
have  not  been  deemed  entitled  to  be  made  the  partakers. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  he  rose  merely  to  state  the  rea- 
son why  he  should  vote  against  filling  the  blank  with  this 
«r  any  oUier  sum.  He  considered  the  contract  entered 
into  with  these  officers,  by  the  Government,  as  entirely 
fulfilled.  If,  af\er  the  vote  was  Uken,  a  bill  should  be 
-presented  to  the  Senate,  making  a  proper  provision  for 
both  officers  and  soldiers,  he  shoula  probably  give  it  his 
-support. 

The  question  being  then  put,  a  division  was  called  for, 
and  12  only  rising  in  favor  of  the  motion,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  H  AYNE  said,  that  after  the  eloquent  and  elaborate 
arguments,  which  had  been  urged  on  both  sides  of  this 
question,  he  should  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate, 
in  the  vain  attempt  of  influencing  their  decison ;  he  rose 
merely  to  make  a  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum 
of  $  800,000 ;  and  he  should  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate, whilst  he  explained,  as  briefly  as  he  could,  his  own 
views  in  relation  to  the  bill,  and  noticed  one  or  two 
topics  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  debate.  It 
seems  to  be  admitted,  said  Mr.  H.,  by  all  the  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken,  that  the  merit  of  the  petitioners  is  of 
the  highest  order,  and  that  their  claims  are  entitled  to 
the  utmost  favor.  Indeed,  the  objections  to  this  bill 
seem  not  to  rest  so  much  on  the  provisions  which  it 
makes  as  on  the  omission  of  certain  other  provisions, 
which  gentlemen  suppose  ought,  likewise,  to  be  made. 
They  seem  to  oppose  this  bill,  not  so  much  because  it 
extends  relief  to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution, 
but  because  it  does  not  also  provide  for  the  officers  who 
resigned  at  various  periods  during  tlie  war ;  many  of 
whom,  it  is  contended,  like  the  venerable  Senator  from 
Maryland!  (Mr.  Sxitb)  rendered  important  services  to 
their  countiy ;  because  it  does  not  provide  for  the  soldiers 
.as  well  as  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  s  because  it  does 
not  also  provide  for  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  who 
served  at  every  period  during  the  war  \  and  lastly,  be- 
cause it  does  not  propose  to  compensate  all  who  suffer- 
ed from  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  or  who  par- 
ticipated in  any  way  in  tlie  sufferings  and  sacrifices  of 
the  Revolution.  Now,  sir,  my  views  in  this  respect,  are 
simply  these :  In  private  life,  I  consider  it  no  reason 
why  we  stiould  not  relieve  the  sufferings  within  our 
reach,  that  wc  cannot  embrace  all  the  objects  of  kind- 
ness within  the  limits  even  of  our  own  country  t  nor  can 
I  perceive  why  a  man  should  fail  to  pay  one  of  his  just 
debts,  because  he  is  not  at  the  same  moment  able  to  dis- 
charge them  all.  So,  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs,  I  do  not  consider  it  a  valid  objection  to  any  mea- 
sure, just  and  proper  in  itself,  that  it  does  not  enable  us 
to  do  all  the  good  we  could,  nor  provide  at  once  a 
remedy  for  all  the  evils  of  the  State.  It  appears  to  me, 
therefore,  that  these  objections  urged  against  the  biU 
constitute  arguments  in  its  fiivor ;  nor  if  gentlemen  do 
really  believe  tiiat  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
provide  for  all  of  the  private  soldiers,  who  served  in  any 
way  or  for  any  length  of  time,  during  the  Revolution, 
then  surely  it  must  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  officers, 
ftpd  i^  as  they  contend,  all  the  officers  who  served  for  a 
year,  a  month,  or  a  day,  are  entitled  to  relief,  surely 
those  who  continued  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war  are 
still  more  strongly  and  justly  entitled.  In  this  point  of 
view,  the  only  question  would  be,  where  we  should  be- 
gin. Now  it  is  admitted  to  be  impracticable,  at  this 
time,  to  make  provision  for  all  of  thffse  various  classes  of 
persons »  neither  the  condition  of  the  country  nor  the 
sute  of  the  treasury  would  admit  of  it.     Where  then 


Ought  we  to  begin  }  Supposing  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  to  be  correct ;  surely  with  the  first 
class  of  claimants  ;  the  highest  in  rank ;  the  first  in  the 
order  of  merit,  and  in  the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
their  services  ;  with  those  of  whom  it  was  said  by  Wash- 
ington himself;  '*  that  their  blood  was  the  price  of  our 
independence  ;"  tbx  subviviko  ovncxms  or  tbx  Abxt 
or  TBX  RxvoLvnoir,  whose  reduced  numbers  puis  it  in 
our  power  to  relieve  them,  whose  poverty  is  a  standing 
reproach  to  their  oountty,  and  whose  age  and  infirmities 
present  an  irresistible  appeal  to  our  liberality. 

Gentlemen  have  indulged  themselves,  Mr.  President, 
in  comparisons  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution.  Their  conduct 
in  the  Southern  States,  especially  in  South  Carolina,  has 
been  alluded  to  in  terms  calculated,  I  fear,  though  cer- 
tainly not  intended,  todepredate'the  value  of  their  servi- 
ces. On  such  a  subject,  sir,  I  can,  of  course,  have  no 
personal  knowledge,  but  having  been  brought  up  among 
those  who  took  an  active  and  humble  part  m  the  South- 
em  war,  I  think  I  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken,  when  I 
say  that  the  services  of  the  army,  in  that  part  of  the 
Union,  were  of  inestimable  value,  and  that  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men,  throughout  the  whole  contest, 
was  eminently  meritorious ;  and  I  do  know  that  there 
exists  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  re- 
present but  one  unanimous  sentiment  of  mingled  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  towards  those  galhmt  men,  who  came 
from  other  quarters  of  the  Union,  "  to  pour  out  their 
blood  like  water,"  in  aiding  us  in  the  great  struggle  for 
the  preservation  of  our  liberties.  Gen.  Gbssitb  has  al- 
ways been  most  iustljr  considered  as  «'  the  restorer  of  the 
South."  It  was  by  his  campaigns  in  South  Carolina,  that 
he  acquired  the  reputation  of  beinr  '<  the  second  to 
Washington,"  in  the  Warof  Independetice.  The  names, 
sir,  of  MoBeA.ir,  Ds  Kaib,  Sxallwood,  Moultbis,  (for 
he  too  was  a  regular  officer,)  Gckbt,  Howabd,  Wasu- 
ivftTOK,  Lis,  and  Williams,  and  a  host  of  others,  all  of 
the  regular  army,  are  still  *•  freshly  remembered."  Their 
names  are  as  <<  household  words,"  in  the  mouths  of  our 
children  ;  their  memories  are  enshrined  in  our  hearts.  To 
shew,  s'r,  that  I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  sentiments  of  my 
native  State,  in  this  respect,  I  will  read  to  the  Senate  the 
Resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  both  branches  of 
our  Legislature,  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  the 
venerable  Col.  Howabd.  Resolutions  not  less  honorable 
to  those  by  whom  they  were  adopted,  than  to  the  cher- 
ished memory  of  the  patriot  and  hero  who  was  the  sub- 
ject of  them. 

[Mr.  HAYNE  then  read  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  of  the  South  Carolina  Legislature,  adopted 
January  25,  1828 : 

<*  It  becomes  a  gratefol  People  to  cherish  and  perpet- 
*'  uate  the  memory  of  the  brave  and  good  ,*  to  remember 
**  with  gratitude  their  services;  and  to  profit  by  their 
"  bright  examples.  The  heroic  band  of  the  Revolution 
*<  who  fought  that  we  might  enioy  peace,  and  conquer- 
<*  ed  that  we  might  inherit  freedom,  deserve  the  highest 
'<  place  in  the  grateful  affections  of  a  free  People. 
**  Amon{^  the  master  spirits  who  battled  for  indepen- 
<'  dence,  we  remember  with  veneration  the  late  patriotic 
«  and  venerable  Col.  Jobn  Eaoxb  Howabd.  Uis  illus- 
«  trious  name  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  his  coun- 
*<  try's  sufferings,  and  the  annals  of  bis  country's  triumph. 
('  In  the  day  of  peril  and  of  doubt,  when  the  result  was 
**  bid  in  clouds — when  the  rooking  of  the  batUemects 
**  was  heard  from  Bunker's  Hill  to  the  plains  of  Savan- 
"  nab — when  danger  was  every  wheie — and  when  deatJt 
<'  mingled  in  the  conflict  of  the  warrior,  Howard  still 
<*  clave  to  the  fortunes  of  the  8t«ugglin|^  Republic  Of 
**  all  the  characters  whom  the  days  of  tnal  brought  forth, 
"  few  are  equal,  none  more  extraordinary.  He  was  his 
*<  country's  common  friend— and  his  courttiy  owes  him 
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"  one  common  uneztingMisbabledebt  of  gratitude.  South 
«  Carolina,  vilh  whose  history  his  name  b  identified,  is 
**  proud  to  acknowledge  the  obligation. 

**  In  the  chivalrous  and  hazardous  operations  of  Gen. 
*'  Greene,  in  South  Carolina,  Col.  Howard  was  one  of 
<*  his  most  efficient  officers.  On  a  certain  occasion,  that 
<*  experienced  General  declared,  that  Howard  merited  a 
"  monument  of  gold  no  less  than  Roman  or  Grecian 
**  heroes.  At  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  says  Lee,  he 
*'  seized  the  critical  moment,  and  turned  the  fortune  of 
«  the  day.  At  Eutaw,  and  at  Camden,  he  led  the  intre- 
"  pid  Maryland  line  to  battle  and  to  glory.  But,  in  the 
'<  course  of  human  mortality,  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty 
«  to  remove  him  from  among  the  few  remaining  associates 
"of  his  youth: 

'*  Resolved^  therrfore^  That  it  was  with  feelings  of  pro- 
"  found  sorrow  and  regret  that  South  Carolina  received 
'*  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Col.  Johh 
'*  Eaose  Howard,  of  Maryland. 

"  Mesohedf  That  the  State  of  South  Carolina  can  never 
"  forget  the  distinguished  services  of  the  deceased. 

*'  Metohedf  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
*■  mit  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  to  the  Governor  of 
'•  Maryland,  and  to  the  fiimily  of  the  late  Col.  Howaad."] 
In  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Ar- 
my, during  the  Revolution,  gentlemen  have  fallen  into 
some  mistakes  which  I  find  myself  called  upon  to  correct. 
It  is  a  mistake,  sir,  to  suppose  that  Fort  Moultrie  was  de- 
fended without  the  aid  of  regular  troops ;  or,  that  the 
battle  of  the  Cowpens  was  lought  entirely  by  militia : 
And  it  is  a  still  greater  mistake  to  suppose  that  General 
Lincoln  surrendered  Charleston  without  a  blow.     Sir,  I 
cannot,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  detain  the  Senate  by 
passing  through  the  brilliant  events  of  tlie  Southern  cam- 
paigns, but  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  a  fisw  words  in 
vindication  of  General  Lincoln.     With  respect  to  the  de- 
fence of  Charleston,  I  fearlessly  assert,  that  it  was  one  of 
the  most  gallant,  persevering,  and  skilfid  defences  made 
during  the  war---hardly  surpassed  by  any  to  be  found  in 
the  records  of  modem  warfare ;  and  that,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  prudence  of  undertaking  it,  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  conducted  conferred  great  honor  on  aU 
concerned.     So  far  from  Cliarleston  having  been  surren- 
dered **  almost  without  firing  a  gun,"  a  resistance,  nearly 
hopeless  firom  the  beginning,  was  protracted  from  the  Ist 
of  April  to  the  12th  of  May,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
mense superiority  of  tlie  enemy,  in  the  number  and  char- 
acter of  their  troops,  in  the  possession  of  the  whole  har« 
bor,  and  the  complete  investment  of  the  place  by  land 
and  water.    It  is  stated,  sir,  by  the  respectable  historian 
before  me,  [Marshall,  in  his  Life  of  Washington,]  that 
Charleston  was  **  obstinately  defended  ; "  and  that  the 
city  was  not  surrendered  until  the  situation  of  the  garri- 
son had  become  perfectly  *<  desperate."    The  besiegers, 
we  are  told,  had  completed  their  third  parallel,  advanced 
their  works  in  front  o[  that  parallel,  pushed  a  double  sap 
to  the  inside  of  the  abbaiis,  and  approached  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  American  works.     The  garrison,  consisting 
of  about  2000  regulars  and  militia,  fatigued  and  worn 
out  with  constant  duty,  was  too  weak  to  man  the  lines, 
nearly  three  miles  in  extent  f  "  their  shot  was  nearly  ex- 
'*  pended,  and  their  provisions  of  bread  and  meat,  with 
**  the  exception  of  a  few  cows»  entireljr  consumed."    In 
this  mtuation,  when  General  De  Portul,  a  skilful  engi- 
neer, had  declared,  what,  indeed,  was  by  that  time  man- 
ifest to  every  one,  tliat  the  place  could  no  longer  be  de- 
fended, and  that  the  assaults,  for  which  preparations  were 
then  making,  could  not  possibly  be  resisted :  then,  and 
not  until  then,  was  the  capitulation  signed.     Nor  could 
the  enemy  boast  of  a  bloodless  victory.     The  British  loss 
was  365  men  killed  and  wounded  :  a  loss  about  equal  to 
our -own. 


In  endeavoring,  Mr.  President,  to'itt  justice  to  the 
conduct  of  the  regular  Army,  let  it  not  be  supposed  I 
would  do  injustice  to  the  militia :  Sir,  I  would  not  if  I 
could ;  and,  thank  God,  I  could  not  if  I  would  detract 
from  their  exalted  merits  in  the  same  contest.     Tliey  did 
all  that  irregular  troops  could  do.  They  achieved  much — 
and  they  suffered  more.    Mabioit,  "  the  Old  Fox "  of 
the  SouUi,  and  ScxTsm,  its  **  Game  Cock,"  (names  won 
by  their  skill  and  valor  from  a  reluctant  enemy,)  and 
PicKBjrs  too,  sir,  whose  valor  led  him  to  perform  heroic 
deeds,  which  his  modesty  almost  blushed  to  acknow- 
ledge, and  SHXI.BT,  and  Caxpbzll,  and  many  others 
whom  I  could  name — all,  all  justly  entitled  themselves 
to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  their  countrymen.     They  kept 
up  tlie  spirit  of  resistance  among  the  People,  at  a  time 
when  the  State  was  overrun  by  tlie  enemy.    They  kept 
hope  alive,  and  cherished  that  sacred  fire  which,  on  the 
arrival  of  Greene  with  his  army,  blazed  out  into  a  fierce 
and  consuming  flame,  which  drew  back,  and  finally  de- 
stroyed the  enemies  of  our  country.    But,  sir,  if  these 
gallant  men  were  now  here,  and  they  were  called  upon 
to  explain  the  different  parts  performed  b^  the  militia 
and  the  regulars,  in  the  memorable  Campaign  of  1781, 
they  would  tell  you  (or  I  have  read  the  history  of  the  Re- 
volution in  vain)  that  without  the  Army  of  Gen.  Greene, 
the  victoiy  could  not  have  been  achieved :  that  the  re- 
gular Army,  being  constantly  in  the  field,  served  as  a 
rallying  point  for  the  militia,  and  afforded  them  the  means 
of  acting  with  effect  against  tlie  common  enemy.     If 
those  men  were  new  here  to  decide  the  question  now 
before  this  House,  to  determine  whether  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  Army,  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
are  not  peculiarly  entitled  to  an  honorable  provision  for 
their  ola  age — ^my  life  upon  it,  sir,  they  would  be  found, 
like  tlie  venerable  Senator  from  Maryland,  the  warmest 
advocates  of  this  bill.    But,  sir,  I  beg  pardon  for  having 
dwelt  so  long  on  this  topic.    I  have  been  led  away  by 
the  de»re  to  do  justice  to  those  whose  merits  have  not, 
I  think,  been  sufficiently  appreciated  by  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side.     These  gentlemen  further  tell  us,  they 
can  discover  no  difference  betw^ecn  the  claims  of  the  offi- 
cers and  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution :  Nay,  one 
Senator  insists,  that  the  merit  of  the  soldiers  was  the 
greater.    Sb,  this  was  certainly  not  the  opinion  of  Gen. 
Washington,  when  he  recommended  the  case  of  his  offi- 
cers to  the  special  consideration  of  Congress.     It  most 
assuredly  was  not  the  opinion  of  that  Congress  which 
held  out  to  these  officers  the  promise  of  half  pay  for  life, 
whilst  no  such  provision  was  made  for  the  soldiers.     I  am 
not  at  all  disposed  to  undervalue  the  services,  or  depre- 
ciate the  character,  of  tlie  private  soldiers  of  the  regiilar 
Army;  but  1  have  always  supposed  it  to  be  universally 
admitted,  that  they  do  not  stand  exactly  on  a  footing  with 
their  officers.    There  is,  doubtless,  great  merit  in  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties,  even  of  a  private  sol- 
dier.   But  an  array,  without  skilful  and  experienced  com- 
manders, would  be  a  body  without  a  head.     I'he  rank 
and  file  of  an  army  constitute,  it  is  true,  the  great  moral 
machine  by  which  Empires  may  be  overthrown,  and  Re- 
publics may  be  saved :  but  the  officers  are  the  living 
principle  which  puts  that  machine  into  harmonious  and 
successful  operation.     It  is  on  this  ground  vou  establish 
ranks,  graduate  pay,  and  organize  the  whole  machinery 
of  an  army ;  and  in  no  other  way  can  your  troops  be 
brought  to  cope  in  the  field,  with  the  veterans  of  Europe. 
Without  entering  into  a  comparison  of  the  respective 
merits  of  these  officers  and  the  soldiers,  (a  comparison 
somewhat  invidious,  and  certainly  not  called  for  by  the 
occasion,)  there  are,  as  far  as  relates  to  this  question, 
one  or  two  points  of  discrimination  to  which  I  would  now 
advert.    The  half  pay  for  life,  the  benefits  of  which  have 
certainly  not  been  realized,  was  promised  to  the  officers. 
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aim),  therefore  all  the  claims,  whether  thej  be  conMdered 
aa  founded  on  contract,  on  itrict  Justice,  or  on  liberality, 
which  arise  out  of  that  stipulation,  belong  exclusively  to 
Ihera.  A  proyision,  too,  has  already  been  made  for  Che 
soldiers,  full,  liberal,  and  exactly  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion. I  mean,  nr,  the  pension  Uw,  by  which  every  sol- 
"dier,  whose  situation  requires  pecuniary  assistance,  is  en- 
titled to  eight  dollars  a  month,  e<]ual  to  full  pay  for  life. 
Now,  sir,  beades  that  the  provisioh  made  tor  the  offi- 
cers, by  that  law,  is  much  less  liberal  in  its  amount,  it  is 
expressly  on  the  ground,  that  it  is  not  appropriate  to  the 
condition,  the  feebnga^  and  the  character  of  these  offi- 
cers,  that  the  distinction  rests  between  them  and  the  sol- 
diers. It  is  surely  needless  for  me  to  remind  such  an  as- 
sembly as  this,  that  the  habits  and  sentiments  which  are 
cherished  and  properiy  belong  to  men  moving  in  one 
sphere  of  action,  differ  vety  materially  from  those  which 
bielong  to  a  different  sphere :  in  short,  that  a  private  sol- 
dier, of  the  regular  army,  may,  without  doing  violence 
to  his  feelings,  accept  of  your  bounty  on  terms  which 
would,  in  many  cases,  be  deemed  disreputable  to  the 
officer,  or  which  might  at  least  require  a  sacriffce  of  feel- 
ing which  he  would  be  unwilling  to  make.  Sir,  the  offi- 
cers, whose  case  a  now  before  the  Senate,  though  most 
of  them  are  "  poor  and  destitute,"  are  too  proud  to  be- 
come your  pensioners.  It  is  an  honorable  pride,  and 
God  forbid  that  we  should  condemn  It:  But,  if  they  are 
to  be  condemned,  let  him  ''who  is  without  this  sui 
amongst  us,  cast  the  first  stone.  ** 

But  though,  from  these  views  of  the  subject,  I  have 
satisfied  my  own  mind  that  adequate  provision  ought  to 
be  made  m  the  petitioners,  yet  I  am  not  satisfied  to  put 
that  provision  on  the  ground  assumed  in  the  report  of  the 
<?oromittee^the  ground  of  contract  The  gentlemen 
have  told  us  that  in  the  commutatiqn  of  the  half  pay 
for  life  for  five  yean  fiill  pa^,  and  the  proceedings  under 
it,the  legal  rights  of  the  petitioners  have  been  Wolated^  that 
the^  have  in  fiict  been  divested  of  their  property  without 
their  consent,  express  or  implied,  and  Uiat  tnerefore  they 
luve  a  legal  claim  to  redress.  The  amount  of  $  1, 100,- 
000,  with  which  the  Committee  moved  to  fill  the  bUnk  in 
this  bill,  was  the  result  of  a  calculation  founded  on  that 
view  of  the  subject ;  and  therefore  not  being  able  to 
bring  my  mind  to  acquiesce  in  the  reoaomnf  of  the  Com- 
m'lttce,  I  felt  myself  reluctantly  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  proposition.  It  appears  to  my  mind  too  clear 
to  admit  of  doubt  that  if  the  principles  contended  for 
*bv  the  gentlemen  be  correct,  then,  not  only  the  230  sur- 
vivors, whose  case  is  now  before  you,  are  entitled  to  re- 
dressy  but  the  legal  representatives  of  the  2,  400  officers, 
who  were  lUive  at  the  time  the  commutation  was  effected, 
stand  precisely  in  the  same  situation,  and  you  are  bound  to 
provide  for  them  in  the  same  manner  you  may  provide  for 
the  surviyoTi,  and  that  you  are  bound,  according  to  a  cal- 
culation I  have  made  on  the  subject^  to  appropriate  up- 
wards of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  to  satis^  these  claims. 
Now,  Sir,  I  will  not  say  that  if  we  are  convinced  of  the 
legal  right  of  tiie  petitioners  we  ought  to  refuse  Uiem 
justice,  because  on  the  same  principle  you  must  at  some 
future  and  no  distant  period,  do  equal  justice,  and  at  a 
mucli  greater  expense,  to  others  standing  in  the  same  pro- 
dicament  ^  but  I  will  say,  that  believing  the  consequence 
of  adopting  the  reasoning  of  the  Committee  to  be,  that 
it  must  inevitably  draw  out  of  tiie  Troasuty  a  sum  ten 
times  as  great  as  tlut  now  proposed  to  be  appropriated, 
it  becomes  us  to  be  extremely  careful  in  sancuomng  that 
reasoning.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  the  reasons 
which  have  compelled  me  to  withhold  my  assent  from 
the  positions  laia  down  by  the  Committee.  It  is  suffi- 
cient, at  tiiis  time,  to  say  tlia^  not  being  convinced,  I.have 
been  unable  to  go  along  with  my  friends  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  petitioners  have  a  legal  right  to  Uie  money 
proposed  to  be  granted  by  this  bill.    But  I  shall  not  there 


fore  abandon  their  cause.  Because  I  do  not  admit  that 
the  officers  of  the  Revolution  luive  a  legal  claim  on  the 
country,  founded  on  contract,  I  do  not  therefore  admit 
that  they  have  no  claim  which  we  can  recognize.  Su*, 
they  have  a  claim  on  our  justice  and  liberality  which  I  am 
ready  to  acknowledge  and  willing  to  satisfy. 

We  have  provided  by  the  Pension  Law  for  certain 
classes  of  claimants,  and  I  am  willing,  by  an  extennon, 
or  rather  a  modification,  of  the  principle  of  that  Uw,  to 
extend  relief  to  finother  class.  Instead  of  giving  to  these 
petitioners  half  pay,  or  even  foil  pay,  for  the  few  remain- 
ing years  they  have  to  live,  I  can  see  no  objection  to  pay- 
ing them  a  fair  equivalent  in  hand.  The  sum  of  ^800,000 
wiu  give  an  average  to  each  of  these  officers  of  a  litUe 
more  than  03,000,  which  will  supply  their  present  ne- 
ces^ties,  and  give  comfort  to  their  old  age.     This,  which 
is  the  only  form  in  which  the  petitioners  will  consent  to  re- 
ceive your  bounty,  will,  while  it  will  be  acceptable  to 
them,  probably  cost  you  less  than  any  other  provision 
that  could  be  made.    But,  sir,  we  have  been  told,  that 
if  II  e  cannot  grant  the  petitioners  relief  on  the  ground 
of  contract,  we  cannot  grant  it  at  all,  because  it  Js  on  this 
ground  only  they  have  put  their  claims.    In  this  respect, 
sir,  I  differ  from  honorable  gentlemen.    I  cannot  consent 
to  apply  technical  rules  to  a  case  like  the  present.  I  will 
look  into  the  merits  of  the  eUiim,  and  appljr  the  best 
remedy  in  my  power  to  the  evil.    The  petitioners  do, 
jndee<it  tell  us  that  they  came  here  not  as  "applicants 
for  charity,"  but  seeking  the  satisfaction  of  a  just  claim  .- 
But,  sir,  they  also  inform  us  that  thev  are  the  scattered 
remnant  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolution — "  that  most 
of  them  are  poor  and  destitute" — that  they  present  Uieir 
claim  "to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  their  country. '* 
They  state  tliat,  "in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Government,  many  of  them  are  almost  dependent  on 
charity" — ^that  they  are  laboring  *'junder  the  bodily  infirm- 
ities incident  to  age,  and  are  also  destitute  of  the  means 
of  a  decent  and  comfortable  support ;"  and  presenting 
themselves  before  you— "submit  their  whole  case,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  to  your  consideration."    It  was, 
Mr.  President,  in  contemplation  of  a  scene  like  this,  that 
Washington  declared,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  "  that  if 
the  officers  of  his  army  were  to  grow  Old  in  poverty, 
wretchedness,  and  contempt,  then  would  he  realize  a 
tale  which  would  embitter  every  moment  of  his  future 
days."    Sir,  g^titude  is  due  to  Ueaven  that  the  Father 
of  his  country  had  not  his  days  thus  emb^tered,  but  if  he 
had  lived  to  this  hour,  and  these  petitioners  are  to  be 
sent  away  from  your  doon,  he  would  have  lived  to  realize 
that  tale,  which  would  have  embittered  eveiy  reimuning 
moment  of  his  life,  and  have  left  him  no  peace  but  in  the 
grave. 

This,  tiien,  Mr.  President,  is  the  whole  case  of  the 
petitioners.  Here  are  a  few  of  tiie  leaden  of  tiie  Revo- 
lution, a  gallant  remnant  of  a  ruined  band  lingering  on 
the  verge  of  the  grave.  They  are  the  men  to  whom, 
under  Heaven,  you  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  liberies 
you  enjoy,  and  the  unnumbered  blessings  which  flow 
from  that  source.  They  come  to  the  representatives  of 
the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  the  evening  of  their 
days,  and  in  the  Winter  of  their  fortunes,  and  say:  "you 
"  made  with  us,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  a  hard 
"  bargain  (and  hard  indeed  it  was,  when,  as  has  been 
"  shewn  by  the  committee,  a  captain  received  only  #48(^ 
**  in  lieu  cf  half  pay  for  life,)  to  which  our  poverty  and 
"  not  our  will  consented.  We  have  subimtted  to  the 
"  terms  of  tliat  contract,  unjust  and  unequal  as  it  waa^ 
"  while  hcahh  and  strength  were  left  us  to  provide  for 
"  our  wants.  But  now,  when  worn  down  by  age  and  in- 
"  firmities,  and  hovering  over  the  borders  of  the  grave, 
"  we  come  to  you,  the  guardians  not  only  of  the  money 
**  but  of  the  ctiaractcr  of  the  country,  and  submit  our 
"  case  to  your  considciation.**    Sir,  they  disdain,  it  is 
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true,  to   present  themselves  in  the  attitude  of  mere  |      Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana, 
applicants  for  charity.      They  will  not   consent  to  ex- 1  of  force  was  always  according  to 


hibit  to  the  world,  in  their  person?,  the  humiliating, 
the  degrading  spectacle  of  the  venerable  Fathers  of  the 
Kevolution,  hobbling  on  their  crutches,  to  cast  them- 
selves at  the  feet  of  their  children,  wiili  the  date  obalum 
BeUUario  on  their  lips.  TUey  meitrly  make  known  their 
situation,  and  leave  tlie  rest  to  you.  They  show  you, 
by  the  most  incontestible  proofs,  that  the  hard  bai^in 
(which  you  were  constrained  to  make  with  them  by  the 
condition  of  the  country,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
and  by  which  they  surrendered  to  you  a  comfortable  pro- 
vision which  the  laws  had  secured  to  them  for  life,)  has, 
in  consequence  of  their  having  continued  to  live  to  this 
time,  operated  with  peculiar,  with  cruel  severity  upon 
them  :  That  you  now  retain  in  your  treasury  a  sum  vastly 
greater  than  that  which  it  is  proposed  to  grant,  which 
was  saved  to  the  county  by  that  bargain,  and  which 
was  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  these  very  men.  Now, 
sir,  what  answer  can  you  make  to  such  an  appeal  as  this  ? 
Can  any  man  doubt  that  to  refuse  these  petitioners  re- 
dress will  be  to  subject  the  Republic,  in  all  after  times, 
to  the  charge  of  ingratitude  ?  To  know,  Mr.  President, 
what  answer  we  ou^ht  to  give  to  these  petitioners,  we 
have  only  to  inquire  what  is  due  to  the  petitioners  ^ 
What  is  due  to  tlie  country  ^  What  is  due  to  ourselves 
as  the  representatives  of  a  high-minded  and  magnani- 
mous People  ?  My  feelings  and  my  judgment  tell  me 
tliat  we  must  make  such  a  provision  for  these  venerable 
men,  as  will  relieve  tlieii*  present  wants,  and  smooth  their 
path  to  the  tomb.  Less  than  this,  we  cannot  do  con- 
sistently with  the  just  claims  of  the  petitioners,  and  the 
reasonable  expectations  of  the  public  ;  and  fur  my  own 
part,  however  others  may  act  on  this  occasion,  I  cannot 
consent  to  thrust  these  aged  and  venerable  Fathers  of  the 
Revolution  rudely  from  our  doors,  to  pass  the  few  brief 
moments  that  may  remain  to  tiiem  on  earth  in  poverty 
and  wretchedness— in  bitter  reflections  on  the  cruelty  of 
their  fate,  and  spend  perhaps  theii*  latest  breath  in  calling 
down  imprecations,  (O  !  no,  sir,  that  is  impossible) — 
ini'oking  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  on  an  ungrateful  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  said,  that  the  bill  was  now  pre- 
sented to  him  in  a  new  aspect,  and  as  the  hour  was  too 
late  for  further  discussion,  he  would  move  an  adjourn* 
ment.  — 

WsoyssDAT,  Mabch  12,  1828. 

BARRACKS  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  providing  for 
the  purchase  of  a  site,  for  the  erection  of  barracks  there- 
on, at  New  Orleans,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HARRISON  explained  the  object  of  the  bill,  and 
read  several  letters  of  the  Quartermaster  General  upon 
the  subject.  It  was  proposed  to  build  barracks  for  four 
companies. 

Mr.  PARRIS  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Millitary 
Committee  whether  it  was  necessary  to  keep  so  large 
a  force  as  four  companies  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  two  companies  were  gene- 
rally sUtioned  there,  but  the  number  was  now  four. 
BuC  let  the  number  be  what  it  might,  the  expediency  of 
building  barracks  for  at  least  four  companies,  could  not 
be  doubted.  The  situation  of  New  Orleans  seemed  to 
call  for  a  large  military  force.  There  were  vast  num- 
bers of  foreigners  contmually  in  the  city  ;  great  numbers 
of  Islanders,  among  whom  were  a  lawless  banditti,  sail- 
ors  and  negroes,  residccl  in,  or  resorted  to,  the  city,  and 
endangered  the  property  of  its  inhabitants— while  a 
greater  quantity  of  property  deposited  by  other  indivi- 
duals than  citizens,  than  in  any  other  place  in  the  Union, 
was  always  jeopardized,  unless  secured  by  some  ade- 
equate  means.  I 

VoL,IV.--»23 


W 

fnr  e 


;)iat  the  amount 
exigency  of  the 


time,  and  four  companies  might  generally  be  required 
at  New  Orleans.  Eight  companies  were  considered  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  as  necessary  to  bo  stationed  at 
that  post.  Foiir  only  were  quartered  in  the  city,  and  the 
four  others  serosa  the  lake,  in  a  more  healthy  position. 
He  thought  it  needless  for  Congress  to  interfere  in  the 
details  of  measures  taken  by  the  Department.  If  the 
War  Department  stationed  the  troops  as  it  judged  best, 
it  was  not  requisite  for  Congress  to  interfere.  There 
was  no  force  on  the  coast,  for  three  or  four  hundred 
mdes,  andihesc  troops  wei*e  always  ready  to  be  detail- 
ed to  any  quarter  where  tliey  might  be  needed.  It  was 
a  central  position,  and  intelligence  of  any  emergency 
would  immediately  reach  New  Orleans.  It  was^  also, 
the  most  exposed  situation  in  the  country.  There  were 
always  about  4,000  sailors  in  the  harbor,  and  generally 
three  hundred  squru-e  rigged  vessels.  Besides  these* 
there  was  always  a  gfreat  niunber  of  Kentucky  boats  at 
the  wharves,  and  thousands  of  pirates  and  renegadoet 
from  the  islands  resorted  there.  It  was  within  a  short 
time  that  the  papers  were  filled  with  accounts  of  at- 
tempts to  fire  the  city,  and  not  only  the  whole  police 
was  called  to  act,  but  a  military  guard  was  considered 
necessary  in  e\tfy  squa|>e.  They  had  already  seen  an 
attempt,  at  a  former  perio<l,  at  an  insurrection  by  the 
numerous  black  population.  All  these  considerations, 
with  that  of  the  safety  of  public  property,  made  it  no* 
cessary  to  station  four  companies  at  New  Orleans,  The 
Government  would  lose  nothing  by  the  erection  of  the 
barracks,  as  the  ground  on  which  the  former  buildings 
stood,  sold  for  double  the  amount  which  the  proposed 
buildings  would  cost. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  the  United  Stales  but  a 
short  time  since  disposed  of  the  old  barracks  at  New 
Orleans,  as  was  understood,  because  the  place  was  too 
unhealthy  for  a  military  station.  Now  it  appeared,  that 
four  companies  were  necessary  to  protect  the  city  against 
sailors,  pirates,  Kentuckians,  and  negroes.  He  did  not 
know  why  this  protection  was  not  as  necessary  then,  as 
now  ;  and  he  wished  to  be  informed  why,  if  lUey  were 
sold  then,  they  should  be  built  again. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  the  gentleman  was  mistaken, 
as  it  never  was  in  the  contemplation  of  Government  to 
withdraw  the  troops  from  New  Orleans.  The  barracks 
were  sold  on  otlier  considerations.  He  believed  no  gen- 
tleman would  wish  to  have  troops  stationed  in  the  centre 
of  a  city.  When  those  buildings  were  erected.  New 
Orleans  was  under  a  despotic  Government,  and  they  were 
placed  there,  not  to  defend,  but  to  control  it.  When  the 
city  became  a  part  of  this  free  country,  it  was  no  longer 
proper  that  they  sliould  remain.  As  to  the  size  of  the 
builcfings,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  if  any  barracks 
were  necessary,  they  ought  to  be  large  enough  for  four 
companies.  The  city  was  a  resort  of  pirates  and  vaga- 
bonds, and  was  generally  filled  with  strangers,  and  for 
the  protection  of  the  large  amount  of  property  deposit* 
ed  there,  a  competent  force  ought  to  be  maintained. 

Mr.  PARRIS  disagreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  troops  in  the  city  to  de- 
fend it  from  internal  insurrec«^ion.  If  this  m  as  to  be  the 
duty  of  our  troops,  the  army  was  not  sufficiently  n»mep« 
ous.  He  was  willing  to  vote  fbr  fortificationa  to  defend 
the  coast  and  the  harbors.  He  had  supported  the  ap* 
propriation  for  the  works  at  Barataria.  But  he  did  not 
think  the  army  ought  to  be  detailed  to  carry  into  effect 
munioipal  regulations.  If  so,  the  same  kind  of  service 
miglu  be  claimed  by  the  other  cities.  It  was  also  wor* 
tliy  consideration  that  the  troops,  carried  fVomlhe  North- 
em  parts  of  the  counttr,  found  the  climate  fatal.  He 
was  willing  to  vote  for  fortifications,  in  which  barracks 
woidd  nceessarily  be  erecteil,  and   where  the  troops 
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ought  to  be  kept ;  but  was  unwilling  to  make  provision 
to  defend  Louisiana  from  evils  from  which  she  ought  to 
protect  herself. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  Uiat  our  army  consisted  of  6,000 
men,  who  must  be  stationed  somewhere.      Wherever 
they  were  posted  they  must  be  sheltered,  and  he  thought 
the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate  at  New  Orleans  was  an 
additional  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill.     Experience 
had  shewn  that  the  erection  of  barracks  was  economy, 
when  compared  to  the   expense  of  hiring    buildings. 
The  latter  had  been  practised  at  St.  Louis,  and  had  been 
found  to  be  very  expenmve,  as  well  as  inconvenient.    It 
was  well  known  that  troops  ought  to  be  kept  at  a  dis 
tancc,  instead  of  being  mixed  up  with  the  population  of 
a  town.    Barracks  had  been  erected  at  St.  Louis,  and 
the  same  provision  was  now  asked  for  at  New  Orleans. 
It  was  not  for  the  Senate  now  to  inquire  whether  the 
troops  were  properly  stktioned— that  duty  belonged  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  he  chose  to 
station  four  companies  at  New  Orleans,  Congress  could 
not  do  less  than  provide  barracks  to  shelter  them.    He 
considered  it  settled  as  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, th«t  troops  should  be  stationed  at  New   Orleans. 
On  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  several  years  since,  the 
Government  was  petitioned  not  to  leave  the  city  desti- 
tute of  defence  ;  and  the  reasons  given  were  then  satis- 
factory to  his  mind  that  a  considerable  permanent  force 
was  required  at  that  point.     It  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  provide  for  the  protection  of  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  this  was  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
most  defenceless,  and  tlie  most  exposed  to  contingen- 
cies which  might  call  for  the  presence  of  military  force. 
There  was  no  proposition  before  the  Senate  either  to 
increase  or  dimmish  the  number  of  troops  stationed  at 
New  Orleans  $  but  to  erect  suitable  buildings  for  those 
already  posted  there.    He  was  in  ftivor  of  the  appro- 
priation, as  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  city,  and  as  a 
matter  of  permanent  economy. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  remarked,  that,  whe- 
ther this  bill  passed  or  not,  it  would  not  affect  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  United  States'  troops.  Thev  liad  been  sta 
tioned  there  for  the  last  twelve  years.  If  the  bill  was  re- 
jected, the  officers  and  soldiers  would  be  kept,  as  the^ 
now  were,  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  very  inconveni- 
ently^ dispersed  from  each  other.  Besides,  if  this  appro- 
priation was  refused,  tlie  soldiers  would  be  exposed  to  Uie 
yellow  fever,  by  being  quartered  in  the  city.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  had  nillen  into  a  great  error,  in  suppos- 
mg  that  it  was  tlie  intention  of  Government  to  withdraw 
the  troops  when  the  barracks  were  sold.  The  sale  was 
made  at  the  application  of  the  dtixens-^as  the  barracks 
occupied  a  part  of  the  city  which  was  convenient  for 
business  ;  while,  higher  up  the  river,  vessels  could  not 
come  in  on  account  of  the  immense  batteries  which  de- 
fended the  hmd  from  the  Mississippi.  It  was  supposed 
that  the  sale  would  produce  a  sumcient  sum  to  build 
barracks  in  some  other  pail  of  the  city,  less  valuable  for 
commercial  purposes.  There  was  another  considera- 
lion  in  faivor  of  erecting  barracks  capable  of  quartering 
four  companies  at  least.  In  case  of  actual  service,  they 
-would  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  serve  as  a  hospital 
for  the  sick.  He  had  seen  a  hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
containing  800  sick,  chiefly  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
militia.  Another  error  which  the  g^tleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Pakeis]  had  fallen  into,  was  the  supposition  that 
the  troops  might  be  stationed  in  the  forts.  The  forts 
were  at  a  distance,  and  had  no  communication  with  the 
city  ;  hence  the  soldiers,  intended  for  the  defence  and 
security  of  the  oi^y,  would  be  of  no  service  there.  He 
could  not  doubt  that  the  various  considerations  in  fiivor 
of  this  bill  would  ensure  a  &vorable  decision  upon  it. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  87,968 
dollars ,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed  to  be 
engrossed. 


REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  providing  for  certain  surviving  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army;   the  motion  made  yesteiday  by  Mr. 
Hatits,  of  S.  C.  to  fill  the  blank  with  f800,000,  pending. 
Mr.  BELL  said,  that  the  surviving  officers  of  the  revo- 
lutionaiy  army  claimed  the  performance  of  a  promise  of 
half  pay  for  life — made  to  tliem  by  i^  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  October  21,  1780.     They  contended  that  this 
promise  was  performed  only  in  part  by  the  commutation 
of  five  years  rull  pay,  which  was  subsequently  given  them 
as  an  equivalent  for  their  half  pav  fur  hfe  s  and  they  now 
ask  a  second  commutation  to  make  up  the  alle^d  defi- 
ciency in  the  first.    The  committee  to  whom  this  subject 
was  referred,  has  made  a  report  in  conformity  to  the 
views  of  the  petitioners.    This  report  alleges  that  the 
commutation  of  five  vears  full  pay  given  to  uese  officers, 
as  an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay,  was  not  an  adequate 
compensation  for  it ;  and  that  Uiere  is  now  due  to  them  a 
sum  equal  to  two  years  fiill  pay.  This  biU  makes  provision 
for  the  payment  of  that  sum.    If  the  view  wnich  the 
committee  has  taken  of  tliis  subject  be  correct,  the  claim 
of  these  ofiicers  is  just,  and  ought  to  be  paid.  But  I  can- 
not yield  my  assent  to  the  correctness  of  the  facts  on 
which  the  committee  have  founded  their  opinions,  or  to 
the  justness  of  the  conclusions  which  they  have  drawn 
from  those  fincts.    It  is  the  object  of  the  few  remarks 
which  I  am  about  to  make,  to  state  the  reasons  which  have 
brought  fhe  to  a  result  on  this  question,  directly  the  re- 
verse of  that  to  which  the  committee  have  arrived.    The 
officers  admit,  that  in  consequence  of  an  application  from 
them.  Congress  in  1783  offered  them  five  years  fuU  pay 
as  a  commutation  for  their  half  pay  for  life — that  they  ao- 
cepted  this  offer,  receiyed  the  obligations  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  it ;  and  that  those  obligations  have  been  since 
paid.    But  they  contend  that  the  acceptance  and  pay- 
ment of  this  commutation  did  not  discharge  the  Govern- 
ment from  its  promise,  because,  as  they  allege,  they  did 
not  voluntarily  accept  this  commutation,  and  that  it  was 
not  an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay  for  life.     A  sufficient 
attention  to  the  facts  will  show  that  both  these  assertions 
of  the  officers  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee arc  unfounded.    The  direct  evidence  of  a  voluntary 
acceptance  of  the  commutation  by  th6  officers,  is  of  the 
most  conclusive  character.    The  officers  solicited  a  com- 
mutation for  their  half  pay.     When  five  years  full  pay 
was  offered  tliem  as  a  commutation,  they  accepted  it. 
This  direct  evidence  of  a  voluntary  acceptance,  (and  no 
evidence  could  be  more  conclusive,)  is  corroborated  by 
indirect  evidence  deserving  much  conuderation.    The 
application  to  Congress  for  a  commutation,  and  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  comnvutation  offered,  was  undoubtedly    i 
known  to  every  officer  in  the  army.    It  was  a  subject  of 
great  interest  to  all,  and  must  have  been  a  subject  of 
general  conversation  among  them.    It  is  impossible  to 
believe,  that,  if  any  considerable  number  of  the  officers 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  commutation  offered,  they 
would  not  have  remonstrated  against  it  $  and  placed  on 
the  records  of  Congress  some  evidence  of  tlieir  belief 
that  injustice  was  done  them,  as  a  foundation  for  a  fbture 
application  for  redress.    There  is  no  evidence,  or  even  a 
tiuditionary  rumor,  that  any  of  the  officers  were  dissatis- 
fied with  the  commutation  given  them«    It  seems  to  have 
been  at  the  time  so  entirely  satisfactory  that  not  a  single 
murmur  of  dissatisfaction  was  heard.    For  the  next  twen- 
ty-seven years,  no  complaint  was  heard  firom  any  one  of 
this  body  of  more  than  two  thousand  officers,  who  had  ac- 
cepted this  commutation,  that  It  was  not  a  fair  equiva- 
lent for  their  half  pay,  or  that  their  acceptance  of  it  was 
not  voluntary.    On  what  known  principle  of  human  ac- 
tion are  we  to  account  for  this  long  silence,  and  the  delay 
of  these  officers  in  asserting  their  chdms  if  they  had  be- 
lieved them  to  be  well  founded  }  I  canfind  noaatiefiictoiy 
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reason  conaistent  with  the  justice  of  their  claimiu     Du- 
ring all  this  time,  this  Government  was  administered  by 
their  warmest  friends,  by  their  compatriots  in  the  revo- 
lutionanr  struggle  \  by  men  whom  tbev  well  knew  would 
readilpr  listen  to  their  complaints,  and  promptly  redress 
thebr  injuries.    These  circumstances  esUblish  the  fact, 
that  the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  of  five  years  full 
pay  as  an  equivalent  for  the  half  pay  for  life,  was  not  only 
voluntary  but  satisfactory,  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt. 
It  has  been  said  that  tlie  acceptance  of  this  commutation 
by  the  ofRcera,  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  fi*ee  and  volun- 
tary act,  because  Congress  reauired  only  the  assent  of  a 
majority  of  the  several  State  Imes  of  the  army.     And  it 
seems  to  be  inferred  that  Congress  intended  by  this  means 
to  compel  the  younger  officers  to  accept  as  a  commuta- 
tion for  their  lialf  pay,  what  was  not  in  value  an  equiva- 
lent for  it.     This  is  a  very  weighty  charge  against  a  body 
of  men  whom  we  have  been  accustomed  to  revere  as 
amongst  the  wisest  and  best  men  that  ever  conducted  the 
great  interests  of  our  country.   The  charge,  if  well  found- 
ed, must  consign  their  names  to  infiimy.     But  it  is  not 
well  founded.    They  are  not  justly  liable  to  this  imputa- 
tion.   Their  motives,  in  relation  to  tliis  offer  of  a  commu- 
tation for  half  pay  to  the  revolutionary  officers,  were  fair, 
and  their  conduct  just  and  honorable.    Tlie  unworthy 
suspicions  to  which  I  have  referred,  must  have  arisen 
from  a  misapprehension  of  the  motives  which  induced 
Congress  to  requhre  the  assent  of  the  officers  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  commutation  offered  by  majorities  of 
their  respective  lines.    The  circumstances  disclose  satis- 
factorily what  these  motives  were.    The  officers  had  so- 
licited a  commutation  or  payment  of  a  gross  sum  in  ex- 
change for  the  half  pay  for  life,  which  had  been  promis- 
ed them.     Congress  was  willing  to  yield  to  their  solicita- 
tions, but  it  was  found  difficult  to  enect  this  object,  with- 
out exposing  the  one  party  or  the  other  to  iniustice.    The 
value  of  the  half  pay  of  no  two  of  these  omcers  was  the 
same ;  and  it  was  impracticable  to  apportion  the  Commu- 
tation to  each  individual  case.    The  officers  as  well  as 
Congress,  were  satisfied  that  a  commutation  could  be  ef- 
fected only  by  fixing  upon  an  average  value  of  the  half 
pay  of  all  the  officers.     This  would  secure  the  officers, 
as  a  body^  against  injustice,  but  it  would  not  secure  the 
Government ;  because  if  Congress  offered  this  average 
value  as  a  commutation,  without  an  assurance  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  officers  would  accept  it,  it  might 
liappen  that  only  the  old  officers,  or  those  whose  consti- 
tutions were  broken  by  diseases  or  wounds,  would  accept 
it.  These  persons  would  have  received  a  commutation  far 
beyond  what,  in  justice,  they  were  entitled  to.  To  guard 
against  this  injustice  to  the  public.  Congress  said  to  the 
officers,  we  will  give  you  five  years  full  pay,  a  fair  average 
value  of  your  half  pay  for  life,  if  so  considerable  a  por- 
tion of  you  will  consent  taaccept  it  as  will  afford  a  reason- 
able assurance  that  no  considerable  injustice  will  result 
to  the  pubfic  from  our  offer.    This  was  the  sole  motive 
which  induced  Congress  to  annex  to  their  offer  the  con- 
dition that  the  officers  should  decide  upon  the  acceptance 
of  the  commutation,  by  majorities  in  their  respective 
lines.     The  condition  on  which  the  offer  was  made^  was 
just  and  reasonable.    Its  object  was  to  guard  against  in- 
justice,  and  not  to  do  injustice.     No  possible  injustice 
could  result  to  the  officers  from  this  condition.     It  im- 
paired none  of  the  rights  of  the  minority  who  should  not 
see  fit  to  accept  the  commutation.    It  was  not  compul- 
sory, nor  did  it  impose  either  forfeiture  or  penalty  upon 
^  those  who  should  reject  the  offer.    Their  promise  of  half 
piy  for  life  remained  equally  obligatory  upon  the  Govern, 
ment  as  before  ;  and  Congress  remained  bound  to  pro- 
vide, and  undoubtedly  would  have  provided  for  its  pay- 
ment.   All  the  evidence  we  have  on  this  subject,  leads 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  officers  accepted  the  commuta- 
tion,  not  because  they  were  compellea  to  accept  it,  but 


because  they  believed  it  to  be  an  advantage  to  them. 
This  is  evident  from  the  admitted  fact  that  they  readt^ 
and  generally,  if  not  unanimously,  accepted  it.  The 
committee  tell  us  that  majorities  in  the  lines  of  nine 
States. accepted  the  commutation.  How  large  those  ma- 
jorities were,  does  not  appear ;  that  they  included  all,  or 
nearly  all,  the  officers,  is  fairly  presumable  from  the  eon- 
sideration  that  all  did  actually  accept  the  commutation  ; 
and  that  there  is.  no  evidence  that  any  objections  were 
made  to  its  acceptance.  Tlie  officers  of  the  four  remMn- 
ing  States  never  acted  by  lines  on  the  question  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  commutation.  They  acted  iiidividuaily  on 
this  question,  and  every  one  of  them,  the  young  as  well 
as  the  old,  with  the  knowledge  that  they  were  at  liberty, 
each  one  for  himself,  to  accept  or  reject  the  commutation, 
did  accept  it  Can  evidence  of  a  voluntaiy  acceptance 
of  the  commutation,  more  conclunve  than  this,  be  offer- 
ed ?  It  is  believed  to  be  impossible.  Yet,  in  the  face  of 
all  this  evidence  of  the  voluntaiy  acceptance  of  the  com- 
mutation of  five  years  full  pay,  in  exchange  for  half  pay 
for  life,  by  at  least  more  than  three-fourtlis,  if  not  ab 
tliese  officers,  this  bill  provides  a  second  commutation  for 
all  the  revolutioiiar>'  officers,  wiOiout  discrimination.  I 
sliould  be  glad  to  know  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  on 
what  principle  it  is  that  those  officers  who  solicited  the 
commutation  for  their  half  pay,  who  voluntarily  and  indi- 
vidually, each  man  acting  for  himself,  accepted  it,  belie v* 
ing  it  to  be  a  fair  equivalent  for  that  half  pay,  is  now  to 
receive  a  second  commutation.  It  certainly  cannot  be  on 
the  ground  either  of  legal  or  e(|uitable  obligation,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  said.  It  has  been  said 
that  although  circumstances  induced  the  officers  to  re- 
ceive this  commutation  voluntarily,  yet  if  it  was  not  an. 
equivalent  for  the  half  pay  yielded  up  in  exchange  for 
it,  the  Government  remains  under  an  equitable  obligation 
to  give  tliem  an  additional  commutation  to  make  good  the 
deficiency.  • 

Thfe  advocates  of  the  bill  have  attempted  to  prove  that 
the  commutation  of  five  years  full  pay  was  not  equivalent 
in  value  to  the  half  pay  for  life  which  was  surrendered 
in  exchange  for  it.  Hieir  arguments  on  tliis  point  are 
entirely  founded  upon  a  mistaken  assumption  of  facts. 
Tliey  assume  it  as  a  fact  tliat  the  average  age  of  the  re- 
volutionary officers,  at  the  termination  of  ihe  war,  did 
not  exceed  thirty  ye^irs.  Most  of  these  officers  ha<l  been 
in  the  Ben'ice  from  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The 
field  officers  generally,  and  many  of  the  subalterns,  were 
over  thirty  years  of  agt.  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
Tiiey  had  obtained  a  character  and  standing  in  the  com- 
munity by  having  taken  ar.  active  part  in  stirring  up  the 
People  to  a  resistance  of  the  unjust  claims  of  Great 
Britain  for  several  years  previous  to  the  war.  Such  meii 
as  had  thus  acquired  the  public  confidence  were  gene- 
rally the  men  who  received  commissions  in  the  army. 
None  others  in  times  like  those  could  have  induced  citi- 
zens to  fly  to  the  standard  of  their  country,  from  patriotic 
motives  to  enlist  under  them.  I  can  speak  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  field  officers  of  the  New  Hampshire 
line,  many  of  whom  I  knew  subsequently  to  the  war,  of 
whom  there  were  none  under  forty,  and  several  of  them 
were  over  fifty  years  of  age,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
The  advocates  of  the  bill  assume  it  as  an  unquestionable 
fact,  that  the  probable  duration  of  life  at  thu^  years  of 
agfe  is  fourteen  years.  Now  it  is  very  obvious,  that  no 
general  rule  of  this  kind  can  be  correct,  as  applicable  to 
all  countries.  The  probable  duration  of  life  at  any  ^ven 
age  must  in  all  countries  depend  upon  tlie  salubnty  of 
the  climate,  the  habits  of  the  people,  the  state  of  society, 
and  many  other  circumstances.  These  will  not  be  found 
to  be  alike  in  any  two  countries.^  The  calculation  that 
the  average  duration  of  life  at  thirty  years  of  age  is  four- 
teen years  is  not  derived  from  actual  observation  of  the 
duration  of  life  in  the  United  States  ;  but  in  Englahd,  a 
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Country  not  more  salubrious  than  many  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed State*,  but  betieved  to  have  a  more  salubrious  climate 
than  the  United  States,  having  regard  to  an  average  of 
its  extensive  territor}',  the  annuity  tables  found  in  Price 
and  other  English  writers,  were  taken  from  actual  obser- 
vation of  the  duration  of  human  life  in  that  countrv,  and 
are  constructed  as  a  guide  to  those  M-ho  are  iiUerested 
in  life  annuities  in  that  countr}*,  in  which  there  is  a  vast 
amount  of  property  so  invested.     They  are,  no  doubt, 
pretty  correct  generally,  as  to  the  probable  duration  of 
fife,  as  to  those  persons  wlio  have  been  employed  in  tlie 
ordinary  pursuits  of  civil  life,  and  h.ive  been  exposed  only 
to  the  common  causes  of  disease,  or  of  injury  to  ihc  consti- 
tution.    The  advocates  of  this  bill  profess  to  adopt  the 
calculations  of  Dr.  Price   of  the  vjdue  of  annuities  for 
life,  as  the  foundation  of  their  calculation  of  the  value  of . 
the  half  pay  for  life  promised  to  the  revolutionar}'  offi- 
cers.    There  can  be  no  objection  to  this  authority,  so  j 
far  as  it  is  applicable  to  our  country,  and  to  the  circum- 1 
stances  of  this  case.     The  work  of  Price  was  published  | 
before  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  as  well  known  to  | 
Alexander  Hamilton,  the  advocate  of  the  revolutionary  t 
officers,  to  the  members  of  Congi^css,  and  to  many  of  these 
ofBcers,  as  it  is  now  to  us.     Tlierc  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  I 
the  standard  by  which  the  value  of  the  lialf  pay  of  these  | 
ofBcers  was  calculated,  making  allowance  for  all  those  . 
circumstances  which  applied  to  this  particular  case.    Tiie  i 
advocates  of  the  bill  proceed  to  assvime  another  essential  ; 
fact,  in  direct  opposition,  not  only  to  probability,  but  to  ' 
evidence  furnished  by  themselves.     I'hey  contend  that : 
the  probable  duration  of  the  lives  of  these  officers  was  ! 
as  great  as  that  of  an  equal  number  of  persons  of  the  « 
same  age  in  Englaiul  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  ordi- ! 
nary  pursuits  of  civil  life.     This  will  appear  to  be  utterly  j 
improbable  when  we  recollect  that  the  officers  had  seen  [ 
seven  years  service  in  an  army  which  had  endured  more  : 
hardship,  privation,  and  stiflering,  than  is  usual  to  a  situ- ' 
ation  alw&y^  unfavorable  to  health,  and  that  the  constitu-  ' 
tious  of  many  of  them  were  broken  by  the  effects  of 
wounds  and  diseases.    But  the  advocates  of  the  bill  have 
furnished  us  with  evidence  on  this  point,  which  must 
put  this  question  at  rest  for  ever.     They  inform  k\s  that 
at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war  there  were  more 
than  two  thousand  foiu*  hundred  officers  in  the  r^rmy  en- 
titled to  half  pay,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  these 
officers  now  living  is  only  two  hundred  and  thirty.     Now 
it  appears  from  the  North  Hampton  tables  given  by  Dr. 
Price,  to  which  the  advocates  of  the  bill  rcttrr  us  as  the 
ground  of  all  their  calculations  on  this  subject,  that,  of 
icur  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  five  persons  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  thirty,  nine  hundred  and  twelve  lived 
i6  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  which  would  have  been 
the  average  age  of  the  revolutionary  officers,  according- 
to  the  calculations  of  the  committee,  had  they  lived  to 
the  present  time.    Upon  making  a  calculation  upon  these 
datas  it  will  be  found  that,  if  the  officers  had  at  the  close 
of  the  war  an  equal  chance  of  duration  of  life,  with  an 
cqAal  number  of  persons  in  England  of  the  age  of  thir- 
ty, who  had  been  previously  engaged  in  the  ordinary  pur- 
suits of  civil  life,  we  should  have  found  more  than  five 
hundred,  instead  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  of  them  now 
sdire.     1  take  the  facts  fumished^by  the  acfvocatcs  of  the 
bill,  and  apply  them  to  the  ndes  which  they  give  us.  as 
entitled  to  our  fullest  confidence,  and  the  result  to  wluch 
they  bring  us,  is  directly  the  revei-se  of  that  to  whicii  the 
committee  an*ive. 

The  committee  have  fallen  into  an  error  in  giving  us 
from  Dr.  Price's  tables  the  present  value  of  the  halt  pay 
for  life  of  these  officers,  on  the  supposition  that  their  av- 
crage  age  did  not  exceed  thirty  years.  They  have  told 
us  that  the  present  value  of  an  annuity,  or  half  pay  for 
life,  of  a  person  ai  the  Pgc  of  thirty  years,  accordiitg  to 
tJie  North  Hampton  tables  given  us  by  Dr.  Price,  is  a  sum 


equal  to  fourteen  times  the"  amount  of  one  annual  pay- 
ment of  such  annuity.  The  committee  have  certainly 
misapprehended  Dr.  Price — he  gives  no  such  rule.  The 
North  Hampton  table  upon  which  he  relies,  and  makes 
his  calculations,  gives  the  present  value  of  an  annuity  for 
lile,  for  a  person  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  as  only  equal 
to  a  sum  amounting  to  about  eleven  and  seven-tenths  the 
amount  of  one  annual  payment  of  such  annuity.  This 
rule,  applied  to  the  value  of  the  half  pay  for  life  of  these 
officers,  would  give  as  its  equivalent,  five  years  and  a 
small  fraction  over  nine  months  full  pay,  and  no  more.  I 
cannot  be  mistaken  in  this  fact,  since  1  have  this  table  now 
before  mr.  Here  is  then  another  source  of  error  into 
which  the  advocates  of  this  bill  have  fallen,  which,  when 
correcte<l,  strikes  off  at  once  five-eighths  of  the  claim  of 
these  officers.  I  will  for  a  moment  advert  to  one  other 
source  of  error  of  considerable  magnitude,  into  which 
those  whose  opinions  I  am  combatting,  have  fallen.  The 
tables  of  observations  of  the  duration  of  life,  from  which 
they  Imve  calculated  the  value  of  the  half  pay  of  these 
officers,  includes  both  sexes.  Now  it  is  a  well  establish- 
ed fiict,  that  the  average  duration  of  the  lives  of  females 
is  greater  than  that  of  males.  From  records  of  life  an- 
nuities kept  in  Holland,  for  one  hundred  and  twcnty-five 
years,  it  appears  that  of  an  equal  number  of  male  and 
females,  the  average  duration  of  the  lives  of  the  females 
was  more  than  two  years  longer  than  that  of  the  males. 
Observations  which  hare  been  made  in  England,  Scot- 
land, Fi-ance,  Gcrmar.y,  and  the  United  States,  gave  a 
similar  result.  The  causes  of  the  greater  duration  of  life 
in  females  than  males  is  very  obvious.  They  arc  less  ex- 
posed to  hardships,  and  to  those  causes  which  produce 
accidental  death  than  males.  Few  of  them  die  from 
diseases  induced  by  an  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
whilst  one  out  of  fifteen  or  twenty  males,  upon  the  low- 
est calculation,  died  prematurely  from  this  cause.  When 
the  facts  and  circumstances  to  which  I  have  adverted,  are 
duly  considered,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  to  come  to 
any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  commutation  of  five 
years  full  pay  was  a  full  equivalent  for  the  half  pay  for 
life,  which  was  promised  to  the  revolutionary  officers.  I 
have  examined  this  question  deliberately,  and  certainly 
without  a  %vi!»h  to  come  to  a  result  unfavorable  to  tlie 
claims  of  these  officers — for  whom  I  have  always  enter- 
tained a  high  degree  of  respect  and  veneration ;  but  the 
facts  and  circumstances  which  1  have  stated,  have  irre- 
sistibly brought  mc  to  that  result.  It  has  been  truly  said 
th.it  tlie  revolutionaiy  officers  suffered  heavy  losses  from 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency  and  certificates  in  which 
their  wages  and  claims  were  paid.  This  constitutes  an 
equitable  claim  upon  the  Government,  but  it  cannot  with 
propriety  be  provided  for  by  this  bill,  in  its  present  shape. 
Besides,  this  is  a  claim  in  every  respect  simiLnr  to  that  of 
j  the  surviving  revolutionar}-  soldiers,  and  I  cannot  consent 
to  make  a  provision  for  the  claim  of  the  officer,  and  treat 
with  neglect  a  similar  claim  of  the  soldier,  who  fought 
by  his  side — who  endured  even  greater  hardships  and 
privations,  and  was  influenced  to  exertion,  in  the  cause 
of  his  country;,  by  the  same  patriotic  spirit.  '  Should  this 
bill  be  so  modified  as  to  make  a  reasonable  provision  for 
the  just  claims  of  both,  it  shall  then  receive  my  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  the  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  the  honorable  objects  of  this  bill,  wouki  justi- 
fy him  in  a  few  remarks  upon  the  objections  offered 
against  it.    But  so  long  had  the  debate  been  protActed 
he  should  have  refi-auied  from  those  remarks  entirely, 
[  had  not  the  speech  of  his  colleague  this  morning  con- 
vinced him,   that  some  of  the  onposcrs  of  the  measure 
;  acted  under  u  to'al   misappitfliension    as  to  a  few  of  the 
,  mater'.al  facts.     Tlic  principles,  which  shouhl  govern  the 
■  measure,  might  well  be  presumctl  alike  fannliar  to  all ; 
I  but  I  lie  p:trticiilar  faels  ol  the  caw  surely  ou|;4it  to  be  bet- 
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ter  known  to  thoae»  whose  pMlicubr  duty  it  bad  b«eii 
to  mftke  a  critical  examination  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macoh) 
had  urged  much,  an  an  objection  to  the  passage  of  this 
bin,  that  the  Committee  themselves  disagreed  concern- 
ing the  grounds  on  which  its  merits  rested.  While  in 
truth,  the  only  real  difference  among  them  had  been, 
that  one  member  dwelt  more  strongly^  on  one  reason,  and 
another  more  strongly  on  another  reason  for  its  adoption. 

But  very  far  was  it  from  the  intention  of  himself  or 
his  able  friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Bsbrisn,)  in  advo- 
cating the  claim  on  strict  common  law  principles,  to  ad- 
mit that  it  could  not  be  supported  also  on  principles  the 
most  liberal  and  equitable  {  while  it  was  equally  far,  as 
he  believed,  from  the  views  of  the  other  members  of 
the  Committee,  (Mr.  Yak  Bokxst  «nd  Mr.  Habriso:!>,) 
who  had  so  eloquently  pressed  the  mere  equity  of  the 
claim,  to  admit  that  it  was  not  also  well  based  on  strict 
common  law  principles.  On  the  contrary,  if  a  radical 
difierence  had  existed  between  them,  it  would  still  leave 
tlic  measure  as  free  from  objection  on  that  account  as 
Avas  left  the  opposition  to  it.  For  one  gentleman  for- 
merly, (Mr.  MACoa)  and  indeed,  another  to  day,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  had  insisted  on  the  statute  of  limitations  in  bar 
of  the  claim,  while  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tr- 
X.EO,  )  properly  and  galUntly  said  he  should  scorn  to 
take  advantage  of  that  statute.  Again,  the  last  gentle- 
man had  insisted,  that  the  commutation  act  was  legally 
binding  and  compulsory  on  the  minority  as  well  as  ma- 
jority J  while  my  colleague  to  day  frankly  acknowledges, 
that  it  was  binding  on  nobody  who  did  not  individually 
and  freely  assent  to  its  provisions.  The  diflference  be- 
tween the  opponents  of  the  bill  is  therefore  essential, 
while  that  between  its  friends  is  merely  nominal. 

Another  mistake  in  fact  has  been  urged  fbom  one  or 
two  quarters  against  the  bill,  namely  that  a  suit  at  law 
could  not  be  sustained  on  the  claim,  and  hence,  it  ought 
not  to  find  favor.  But  does  any  claim  ever  come  here, 
on  which  such  a  suit  could  be  sustained  ?'  The  chief 
reason  that  induces  eytry  private  claimant  to  present  his 
petition  to  Congress,  is  that  he  could  not  obtain  redress 
in  the  courts  of  law  i  and  if  no  claimant  was  to  be  listen- 
ed to  here,  who  could  not  succeed  at  law,  we  might 
sweep  off,  at  one  blow,  our  whole  docket  of  private  bills. 
Again,  it  has  been  asked,  why  did  not  these  petitioners 
go  to  the  Departments  to  have  their  claims  audited  and 
allowed,  if  they  are  valid  ?  I  reply,  as  before,  if  no- 
body is  to  relieved  here,  who  cannot  get  relief  at  one  of 
the  Departments^  at  once  rub  the  sponge  over  all  pri- 
vate applications ;  because  the  very  reason  for  their  ap- 
pearance here,  is  that  by  omissions  in  the  existing  laws, 
or  doubts  of  the  accounting  officers,  redress  cannot  be 
obtained  at  any  of  the  Departments.  If  objections  like 
these  are  to  avail  aught  against  the  petition  now  under 
consideration,  let  them  aitail  against  all  petiGoners,  and 
in  the  words  of  tlie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  let 
all  be  du^cted  to  **  eat  out  of  one  spoon."  Why  did  we 
not  say  to  the  merchants  in  A.  D.  1816,  whose  bonds 
wepe  remitted,  go  to  your  action  at  law,  or  go  to  one  of 
the  Departments  }  Wbv  not  say  the  same  to  the  purcha- 
sers  of  public  lands  so  liberally  relieved  a  few  years  ago  ? 
Gentlemen  have  erred  in  other  respects  as  to  the  facts. 
None  of  the  Comnuttee  have  averred,  as  some  seem  to 
have  supposed,  that  an  action  at  law  or  bill  ui  equity, 
could  in  truth  be  maintained  on  the  present  claim,  if  the 
United  SUtes  were  liable  to  such  proceedings  in  behalf 
of  their  creditom.  But  they  have  averred,  and  it  is  again 
repeated,  that  these  petitioners  are  seeking  a  right ;  and 
that  is  a  right  both  on  common  law  and  on^  chancery  princi- 
ples. But  if  on  only  one,  whether  it  be  a  right  on  strict  com- 
mon law  principle«,or  on  chancery  principles,  it  is  equally 
a  right,  and  the  claim  is  equally  a  legal  claim.  The  forum, 
in  which  it  becomes  a  right,  docs  not  alter  its  Icgahty. 


Hence,  if  every  gentleman  would  agree  witli  lum  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Ttlxr,]  that  the  statute  of  limhatioiw 
should  be  scorned,  and  that  the  pretended  payment  made 
to  these  petitioners,  was  <*mere  wind,  mere  trash,"  1 
aver,  that  in  any  forum,  before  any  court  or  jury  in  Chris- 
tendom, this  right,  as  between  individuals,  could  now  be 
unanswerably  established.  Let  the  issue  be  formed,  and 
the  cause  tried  to-morrow,  and  no  three  or  five  judges- 
no  twelve  *'good  men  and  true,"  as  jurors,  could  say, 
that  the  wages  of  toil  and  blood,  the  solemn  promises 
for  sacrifices  and  sufferings  to  secure  the  liberties  of 
America,  had  ever  been  discharged  by  only  **  wind  and 
trash." 

Little  does  it  become  us  now,  when  these  veterana 
seek  a  right,  to  talk  to  them  of  *•  thanks,"  *<  benedic- 
tions," and  ••  praises,"  or  to  send  them  as  paupers  to  the 
crumbs  of  the  pension  law. 

Without  dwelling  a  moment  on  considerations  before 
urged  in  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  legalify  of  this 
claim,  let  me  ask,  what  has  been  the  reply  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Committee,  that  on  strict  legal  principles  the 
promise  for  half  pay  for  life  has  never  been  fulfilled  ? 
Has  any  one  shown  that  the  half  pay  in  the  form  of  half 
pay,  has  ever  been  paid  ?  No  pretence  for  i*.  lias  any 
one  shewn  that  the  half  pa^  has  ever  been  technically 
released  ?  No  pretence  for  it.  Has  any  one  pho^n  that 
this  promise  for  half  pay  was  made  to  the  soldiers,  or 
militia  or  civilians,  whose  cases  are  so  often  repeated  as 
connected  with  the  present  claim  ?  I  believe  not ;  and 
though  they  fought  and  counselled  as  men  should  in  de- 
fence of  their  hearths,  and  altars  and  liberties,  the  promise 
for  half  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution  is 
the  only  point  now  under  consideration.  How  has  that  pro- 
mise then  been  fulfilled  ?  In  no  way  except  by  the  act 
of  commutation.  But  it  could  not  be  fulfillea  by  that  act, 
unless  all  things  were  transacted  in  conformity  to  the 
provisions  of  that  act.  Yet  none  can  deny,  that  in  con- 
formity to  these  provisions,  the  commutation  must  haye 
been  accepted  by  majorities  in  each  of  the  lines.  Such 
is  tlie  express,  unequivocal  language  of  the  act.  Where- 
as all  must  admit,  it  now  appears  never  to  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  even  majorities  in  over  nine  lines  of  the  army. 
Again,  to  conform  to  the  act,  the  acceptance  must  liave 
been  in  six  months,  when  no  acceptance  by  a  single  line 
appears  to  have  taken  pbce  till  sometime  after  six  months. 
Every  body  feels  and  knows  likewise,  that  the  payment, 
to  be  in  conformity  to  the  act,  was  to  have  been  monej-,  . 
or  at  least  securities  equivalent  to  money  ?  when  in  truth 
it  was  neither  ;  and  even  under  the  most  favorable  view, 
if  the  certificates  were  kept  till  the  funding,  fell  short  of 
what  was  due  from  one-fifVh  to  one-third.  So  the  certifi. 
cates,  or  the  payment,  should  have  been  made  in  Sep- 
tember, 1783  i  but  were  not  in  fsict  made  until  some 
time  in  Januaiy,  1784,  when  worth  much  less.  But 
break  through  the  forma  of  measures,  and  every  lawyer, 
every  constitutional.statesman,  must  admit,  that,  on  strict 
legal  principles,  there  should  not  only  have  been  a  con- 
formity to  the  commutation  act^  but,  in  the  act  itself,  to 
make  it  binding,  there  should  have  been  a  regard  to  pri- 
vate vested  rights. 

It  b  not  necessary  at  this  day,  whatever  may  have  beep 
the  theories  or  opinions  prevalent  half  a  century  ago,  to  re- 
peat illustrations  and  arguments,  showing  that  a  majority 
m  any  one  line  of  the  army  could  not  legally  bind  the 
minority  as  to  the  commutation.  The  most  uninformed 
day  laborer  knows,  tliat  no  two  of  bis  fellow  laborers  have 
a  right  to  vote  away  or  change  the  wages  previously 
agreed  to  be  paid  him— much  less  could  they  do  it,  or  < 
could  nine  out  of  thirteen  lines  do  it,  not  only  for 
themselves,  but  for  the  other  lines,  on  the  ground  as  con- 
tended by  tlie  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  that  in  the 
confederation  it  was  a  political  compact,  that  the  votes 
of  nine  States  bound  the  whole.     The  present  was  not 
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»  qtiefltion  to  be  Toted  on  in  Congress  by  delegstes,  but 
was  a  question  of  private,  vested  civil  rif^htB,  and  to  be 
settled  not  by  Uie  articles  of  confederation,  but  by  the 
ordinary  rules  of  jurisprudence  and  law. 

My  colleague  admits,  unlike  the  other  objectors,  that 
the  minority  were  not  bound,  unless  they  gave,  in  some 
way,  a  full  and  free  consent ;  and  then,  like  the  others, 
he  refers  to  sundry  circumstances,  from  which  he  de- 
duces that  consent. 

Here  agun,  roost  of  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the 
bill,  have,  in  the  zeal  of  debate,  seized  upon  cvcum- 
stances,  altogether  insufficient  in  my  view,  to  support 
their  deductions,  and.  in  some  cases,  circumstances  en- 
tirely misapprehended  f  else  how  could  tliey  assert,  and 
argue  from  the  assertions,  that  in  this  transaction,  **  every 
«tep  tiJcen,  was  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  officers  f* 
tiiat  *'  all  the  officers  asked"  for  the  commutation  ;  that 
**  the  whole  proceedings  began,''  and  advanced  to  the 
end,  with  their  full  approbation  ? 

So  frtr  from  all  this,  a  little  closer  attention  to  docu- 
ments would  have  convinced  them  that  the  original  pe- 
tition to  Congress,  in  which,  among  many  other  tilings, 
the  subject  ot  commutation  is  named,  was  not  gotten 
up  by  the  whole  army,  but  only  by  five  lines  on  the  liud- 
«on  river.  The  rest  of  Uie  army,  a  large  majority  of  it, 
bad  neither  part  nor  lot  in  tlie  petition. 

In  the  next  place,  even  that  small  number  of  officers 
-did  not  ariL  for  a  commutation  to  please  the«nselves, 
much  less  to  speculate  with,  as  intimated  by  one 
l^ntleman.  Nor  did  the  project  at  all  originate  with 
them ;  but  the  States  to  which  they  belonged  had  ob- 
jected to  the  form  of  the  half-pay,  as  in  some  degree 
odious,  and  the  officers  from  those  States  being  always 
willing  to  make  any  reasonable  sacrifice  in  the  cause  of 
freedom,  expressed  their  consent,  if  Congress  pleased, 
to  take  a  gross  sum  or  a  certain  number  of  years  full  pa^, 
instead  of  half-pay  for  life.  This  appears  explicitly  in 
both  their  petition  and  in  the  commutation  act.  [Mr.  W. 
here  read  that  part  of  the  petition,  8  vol.  Journal,  page 
327,  and  from  the  resolve  of  ▲.  D.  1780.]  After  stating 
the  objections  of  their  States,  they  add,  <*  To  prevent, 
therefore,  any  altercation  and  cUstinctions  which  may  tend 
to  injure  that  harmony  which  we  ardentl^r  desire  may 
reign  throughout  the  country,  we  are  ^nlling  to  com- 
mute,'* &c. 
Again,  it  will  be  seen  tlut  the  splendid  and  numerous 
.  Committee  whom  one  gentleman  dwelt  on  as  sent  with 
this  petition,  and  under  full  power  to  act  on  the  amount 
of  the  commutation,  and  who  probably  agreed  to  all 
adopted  afterwards  by  Congress,  never  existed.  Those 
persons  he  names  were  merely  the  signers  to  the  peti- 
tion. The  real  humble  Committer  of  only  three,  who  in 
fiict  went  with  the  petition,  may  be  seen  in  4th  Gordon, 
p.  353.  This,  like  many  otlier  mistakes,  has  doubtless 
happened  from  inadvertance ;  but  helps  to  make  an  un- 
favorable impression  agunst  this  claim.  This  Committee 
also  were  not  empowered  to  agree  on  any  sum  in  com- 
mutation, but  only  to  the  form  of  the  commutation,— 
either  the  form  of  a  gross  sum,  or  a  certain  number 
of  years  full  pay.  And  so  far  from  the  precise  sum  in- 
setted m  the  commutation  act  having  been  fixed  by  them, 
either  with,  or  without  authority,  they  doubtless  were 
many  hundred  miles  disUnt  when  Congress  settled  the 
question,  as  many  months  elapsed  between  the  petition 
and  the  deduon.  Neither  did  the  Committee  of  Con- 
gress agree  with  them  on  the  sum  inserted,  as  has  been  in- 
terred ;  because  the  report  was  in  blank  and  a  different 
and  a  larger  sum  was  moved  by  one  of  the  Committee. 
Even  he,  (Mr.  Uamiltoh)  though  richly  entitled  to  the 
enconuums  received,  was  not,  as  again  and  again  assert- 
ed,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  nor  did  he,  or  the 
rest  of  the  Committee,  agree  to  the  commutation  in  its 
present  form.    They  not  only  proposed  a  hi^ger  sum, 


but  proposed  an  election  to  one  class  of  officers  to  take 
that  sum,  or  retain  their  half  pav.  With  an  electim  to 
all  of  them  the  sum  wss  doubtless  large  enough  ;  but 
without  an  election  was  greatly  unequal,  and  unjust  to 
the  younger  officers. 

-  Indeed  what  is  decisive  on  this  point,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  officers  neither  had,  nor  exercised  the  power  to 
agree  upon  this  amount  of  commutation.  Congress  it- 
self did  not  in  the  end  adopt  that  sum  absolutely  as  ag^reed 
to  ;  but  provided  that  this  sum  should  be  bimfinr  only  in 
the  event,  that  a  majority  of  each  line  afterwards  appro- 
ved of  it  Such  a  migontv  never  did  approve  of  it ;  all, 
nay  not  half,  had  asked  for  any  commutation  whatever  i 
none  had  asked  for  this  precise  sum,  but  for  a  fiur  equiva- 
lent, and  the  foundation  of  these  broad  and  sweeping 
conclusions  against  the  officers  seems  built  on  sand. 

Whither  do  these  loose  conjectures  lead  us  >  Do  gen- 
tlemen foi]get  the  character  of  these  petitioners  ?  Men 
to  whom  integrity  and  honor  is  dearer  than  life  !  And 
do  they  believe,  tliat  had  nothing  been  transseted,  but 
what  they  themselves  desired  and  individually  approved, 
you  would  now  see  in  your  Halls  a  single  one  of  their 
venerable  heads,  asking  ndief  as  a  right }  It  is  an  impu- 
tation on  their  characters,  and  I,  for  one,  should  deem  it 
a  burning  diamce  to  advocate  their  cause  a  moment  on 
this  ground,  if  the  whole  proccedinn  of  Conness,  in  re- 
spect to  them,  had  received  their  free  and  nill  sanction 
at  the  time.  What  they  did  after  the  commutation  act 
passed,  is,  on  principles  of  common  sense,  and  on  an  ap* 
peal  to  the  fscts  of  history,  decisive  to  my  mind,  that 
they  did  not,  rather  than  that  they  did,  in  any  way,  give 
such  a  sanction,  at  any  subsequent  period. 

When  the  vote  was  taken  in  the  nine  lines,  I  have  the 
resolve  of  Congress  before  me  to  diow,  that  almost  eveiy 
officer  was  probably  absent  on  furlough,  on  account  of 
the  news  of  peace.  All  idea,  therefore,  of  general  as- 
sent by  that  vote,  is  tiius  rebutted.  It  is  matter  of  histo- 
ry, likewise,  that  the  army  was  disbanded  in  September 
or  October,  1783,  without  the  return  of  many  of  these 
officers^  and  that  not  a  single  certificate  for  commuta- 
tion was  made  out  and  delivered  to  any  of  them  till  the 
next  year.  That  the  certificates  were  then  sent  to  the 
agents  or  Governors  in  then*  different  States,  and  deliv* 
ered  to  them,  not  taking  a  receipt  in  full,  as  in  case  of 
certificates  for  month^  wages,  but  merely  a  receipt  for 
certificates. 

The  officers  thereafter,  as  accident  or  necessity  moved 
them,  and  without  any  conference  together,  took  these 
certificates— they  took  them,  as  all  that  Congress  had  pro- 
vided for  them ;  but  not  as  a  free  assent,  that  the  certifi- 
cates were  a  fiiir  and  full  discharae  of  their  half  ]Niy ;  if 
we  allow  them  to  have  possessed  the  smallest  particle  of 
that  common  sense  on  which  the  ^ntleman  from  Vir|^* 
nia  is  so  eager  to  bottom  some  of  his  deductiom.  It  was, 
on  its  face,  defective  in  amount  nearly  one-third )  and  if 
not  so,  was,  when  delivered,  only  worth  in  money  about 
two-tenths,  its  nominal  amount  i  and  is  it  decorous  or  true 
to  suppose  such  certificates  were  freely  and  voluntarily  ta- 
ken in  full  discharge  of  half  pay  for  life  ?  We  impeach 
not  the  motives  of  nie  old  Congress.  The  course  pursued 
by  it,  was  not  dictated  by  the  wishes  but  the  wants  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  no  imputation  on  the  honesty  and  honor  of 
that  Congress  to  do  as  it  did,  more  than  it  is  on  any  insol- 
vent debtor  not  to  pay  beyond  what  he  is  able.  But  the 
imputation  is  on  us,  if,  when  able,  we  neglect  to  remune- 
mte  those  who  suffered  by  «ur  former  wants.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  just  amount  due  as  commutation.  Con- 
gress and  the  officers  both,then  expected  that  the  commu- 
tation would  forthwith  be  paid  in  money  or  amply  secur- 
ed. It  is  idle  to  talk  or  pretend  otherwise.  Half  pay  on 
the  one  liand,  or  its  substitute, was  wanted  for  dulv  bread. 
On  the  other  hand,  Ccmgrew  passed  a  resolve  cslUng  for 
immediate  requisitiona  on  the  States  to  meet  the  chdais  of 
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the  army»  or  adequately  ta  secure  them.    (See  8  Jour. 
113.)^   Under  the  same  commutation  act,  Congrew  actu- 
ally raised  specie  and  paid  it  to  the  foreign  officera.    But 
thev  could  not  have  done  this  under  the  same  law,  unless 
with  a  conviction  that  the  law  required  it    Whether  the 
commutation  then  ought  to  have  oeen  five  or  seven  years, 
it  never  was  fairly  performed  or  paid  $  and  the  deprecia- 
tion which  ensued,  or  the  loss  in  fonding,  ought,  at  all 
events,  to  be  remunerated.    On  these  points,  however,  I 
shall  not  dwell,  as  they  have  before  been  exhausted.  But 
in  relation  to  the  nominal  amount  of  the  commutation, 
whether  sufficient  or  not,  I  must  be  permitted  to  add  a 
fow  remarks^  in  consequence  of  the  round  and  firequent 
assertions,  especialljr  to  day,  that  the  Committee  had  made 
unfounded  assumptions,  and  mistaken  important  fticts. 
This  inquiiy  in  two  views  of  the  case,  is  very  important, 
as  it  may  show  the  hardships,  whether  accidental  or  not,  of 
the  original  commutation,  and  may  furnish  some  safe  data 
as  to  the  extent  of  relief.     The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Ttlsr,)  thought  five  years  foil  pay  was  enough, 
because  the  average  duration  of  human  life  on  "  common 
law  and  common  sense  "  principles  was  only  seven  years. 
And  my  colleague  to-day  supposes  that  it  was  enough, 
because  fourteen  years  has  been  assumed  by  the  Commit- 
tee as  the  duration  of  life  in  these  petitioners  in  A.  D.  1783, 
and  was  altogether  too  hi^h  for  this  country,  if  not  for 
Europe.    If  the  first  position  were  true,  that  seven  years 
was**  the  ultima  thuie'^of  the  probability  of  life,  what 
follows  ?     Not  that  full  pay  five  years  is  merely  enough, 
but  that  the  old  Congress,  %hich  he  praises  for  sagacity 
and  wisdom,  and  who  had  a  sacred  regud  to  economy, 
gave  to  the  ofiicers  double  what  they  were  entitled  to. 
Because,  half  pay  for  seven  years  was  not  worth  in  pruai' 
ti,  in  a  gross  sum,  over  two  and  a  half  full  years  pay.  Any 
gcntlemaa  can  calculate  for  himself. 

The  Senator  from  Vii^nia  seemed  to  insist  also,  that 
seven  years  was  an  inflexible  period  for  all  ages,  whether 
in  youth,  manhood,  or  decrepitude ;  while  his  own  ex- 
perience ss  to  his  collegiate  or  academic  classes,  or  as  to 
his  fellows  in  legisUtive  bodies,  would  convince  him  not 
only  that  the  chance  of  his  life  was  greater  %%  dtfTerent 
ages,  but  that  neither  seven,  nor  even  fourteen  years  had 
swept  away  one  half,  and  much  less  the  whole  ofany  body 
of  persons  with  whom  he  has  associated.  Had  he  looked 
into  any  system  of  insurance  on  Wyes,  the  error  would  at 
once  have  confronted  him  ;  and  I  have  now  in  my  hand 
the  premiums  asked  by  the  company  in  Massachusetts, 
under  the  direction  of  the  science  of  Mr.  Bowditch,  and 
where  thev  differ  nearly  one  half  in  amount  at  certain  pe- 
riods of  life  fifteen  years  apart,  and  where  this  difference 
is  made  merely  qn  account  of  age,  all  other  circumstances 
being  equal. 

The  annuity  tables,  when  formed  with  care,  are  entitled 
to  foil  confidence,  and  furnish  sufficient  certainty  for  mo- 
nied  calculations  of  the  utmost  importance  in  common  life. 
1  hey  do  not  rest  on  conjectures,  but  on  long  and  patient 
observstion  and  on  records.  (See  35  Quart.  Rev.  4  page.) 
I  have  a  table  before  me,  where  of  ten  thousand  per- 
sons bom  on  a  given  day,  so  far  from  all  being  swept 
away  in  seven  years,  or  even  in  fourteen,  (the  tiitle  sup- 
posed by  the  other  gentleman,)  over  one  half  of  ^e  num- 
ber are  alive  after  thirty  years.  Again,  of  those  alive  at 
thirty  years  of  age,  instead  of  all  disappearing  in  seven  or 
fourteen  years,  one  half  of  them  are  alive  aher  Uiirty  two 
years.  The  table  ia  formed  in  a  healthy  country,  and  of 
that  character  witt  I  show  our  own  to  be,  notwiUistand- 
ing  the  argument  to  the  contraiy  to-day. 

The  hypothesis  of  the  Committee,  that  the  average  age 
of  the  officers  m  A.  D.  1783,  did  not  exceed  thir^,  was 
not  assumed  hastily,  as  intimated :  it  was  not  adopted 
without  full  inquiry,  and  has  had  the  sanction  of  two  able 
Committees  of  the  other  House.  Taking  that  then  as  a 
fact  su^cieatly  well  established  for  this  purpose,  tlic  Com- 


mittee have  not  said*  as  my  colleague'  througjh  miilalM 
supposes,  that  the  officers  would  lite  only  four^en  yea»i 
They  merely  mention  fourteen  years  as  the  shofCest  term ; 
but  their  whole  calculations  and  arguments  he  would  see, 
bad  he  examined  them  with  his  usual  dure/  itre  grounded 
on  the  position,  that  they  were  likely  to  live  firom  ^2  tor 
34  years.  The  committee,  in  coming  to  that  t^iult^  dd 
not  say  they  adopt  implicitly  the  tables  of  Dr.  Price,  of  dH 
they  even  refer  to  him  at  all  in  their  report.  But  two 
former  Committees  in  the  other  House  have  taken  his  ta- 


bles as  their  basis,  and  making  proper  allowances,  have 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  with  ourselves.  We  have 
resorted  not  only  to  him,  but  especially  to  Milne  on  annui- 
ties, which  is  now  before  me,  and  from  which  I  have  be- 
fore read.  I  will  take  the  liberty  again  to  read,  and  ^eom 
his  calculations  to  repeat,  that  the  data  given  by  the  Com- 
mittee are  correct  [Mr.  Woodbumt  here  read  from  Mil- 
ne's tables  ]  These  tables  of  course  differ  some  years  as 
do  those  of  Dr.  Price,  according  as  they  are  made  in  dif^ 
ferent  latitudes ;  in  large  towns  or  the  countxy,  and  with- 
in the  last  60  years  or  before,  on  account  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  vactnnation,  the  improvements  in  education,  and 
numerous  other  causes  whi<m  reading  and  observation  will 
suggest.  A  slight  difference,  when  kept  as  to  the  differ- 
ent sexes,  prevails  likewise  in  all  of  these— [2  Milne  Apx. 
765.1 

But  take  the  healthiest  places  in  Europe,  where  these 
tables  have  been  formed  during  the  last  half  century,  and 
the  probable  duration  of  life  at  30  years  of  i^e  is  such, 
that  an  annuity  for  it,  would  not  differ  beyond  a  small  frac- 
tion from  14  years  purchase.  The  tables  at  Carlisle  are 
of  this  character.  Not  as  many  gentlemen,  with  a  slight 
attention  to  the  subject  have  supposed,  that  a  person  of 
that  age  would  liv^only  14  years  i  but  probably  live  about 
34  years  {  and  hence  bis  annuity  for  toat  time  be  n^orth 
now  in  a  gross  sum  14  times  its  amount.  Can  my  colleague 
seriously  contend,  that  the  committee  have  erred  in  sup- 
posing the  healthiness  of  this  country  not  equal  to  that  of 
Europe,  where  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  weU 
known  not  to  be  so  well  fed,  sheltered  or  clothed  ?  Or  that 
Republican  institutions  are  less  favorable  to  long  life  than 
Monarchies?  Or  can  he  seriously  contend,  that  these  offi- 
cers at  tiiirty  years  of  age  were  less  likely  to  live  lonr, 
than  persons  who  had  been  in  civil  life?  In  reply,  should 
I  conjecture  merely  without  any  examination  or  this  point, 
the  conclusion  would  be  rather  more  obvious  and  natural, 
that  persons,  hardened  by  exposure  and  severe  exertion, 
would  afterwards  live  longer  than  persons  in  ordinary 
life. 

But  without  any  claim  on  my  part  to  unusual  accuracy 
or  deep  science  in  these  subjects,  the  Committee  have  not 
rested  their  inferences  on  mere  conjecture :  they  have  not, 
I  believe,  adopted  a  basis  '*  utterly  improbable )"  nor  are 
they  persons  whose  habits  have  1^  them  in  their  official 
duties  to  *<  assume  essentia]  facts, "  without  evidence. 
The  invalid  pension  roll  of  the  United  States  in  A.  D.  1825, 
consisted  of^3,690,  and  exhibited  only  fiffy-eight  deaths, 
in  A.  D.  1826,  of  3,805,  and  exhibited  only  forty-eiffht 
deaths.  This  averages  about  1  in  70,  and  is  among  a  class 
of  persons,  not  it  is  believed  less  than  30  years  old  on  an 
average ;  and  of  whom  all  have  seen  service  and  expe- 
rienced bodily  injuries.  Yet  it  shows  greater  health  than 
the  healtiiiest  tables,  in  either  Price  or  Milne  in  Europe. 
Again,  of  the  Revolutionary  aokUers  on  the  continental 
line,  who  are  placed  on  the  pension  list,  more  than  12,000 
survive,  afler  the  lapse  of  44  years  since  the  peace.  Thus, 
instead  of  the  whole  having  been  swept  away  in  7,  or 
even  14  years,  this  large  number  renuins  after  more  than 
six  times  7  years.  Even  of  these,  aged  and  decrepid  as 
they  are,  only  about  one  in  32  dies  annually,  which  is  a  less 
mortality  than  the  average  British  standard  half  a  century 
ago,  of  one  in  28  of  her  whole  population.  Again,  the 
gentieman  who  last  addressed  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Bau^] 
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contends  that  if  this  eountiy  were  as  healthy  as  England, 
and  the  o^cera  as  healtbv  as  common  citisens  of  their  age, 
500,  instead  of  230  should  now  be  alive.  This  is  another 
illustration  of  the  mistakes,  attending  doubtless  on  haste 
and  partiid  examination,  and  not  on  any  personal  predju- 
dice  or  censurable  motives.  The  oiHcers  in  A.  D.  1783, 
are,  to  be  sure,  supposed  to  have  been,  on  an  average, 
30  years  of  age ;  and  it  may  be,  that  if  all  were  in  truth  no 
more  than  30  years  old  at  that  time,  between  400  and  500 
would  or  should  now  survive.  Indeed,  more  than  230 
may  be  alive  at  this  time,  though  no  more  have  been  as- 
certained. But  the  gentleman  forgets  that  a  considera- 
ble number  of  them  were  in  fact  over  30 ;  not  a  few  40, 
50,  and  60,  and  overlooks  entirely,  that  the  mortality  in 
44  years,  among  those  40  years  old  and  upwards,  H^ould 
be  nearly  double  more  than  the  gain  in  life  as  to  the  nu- 
merous oflllcers  who  were  less  than  30  years  old. 

In  this  great  lapse  of  time,  more  than  nineteen  twenti- 
eths of  those  only  40  years  old,  and  the  whole,  save  one  or 
two  of  those  over  40,  would  have  passed  the  allotted  age 
of  man,  and  be  altogether  swept  from  existence ;  while 
only  about  three  fourths  of  those  exactly  SO  years  old 
would  have  died,  and  nearly  as  many  of  those  21  or  25 
years  old  would  havs  died  «s  those  30  years  old.  Hence 
the  average  ages,  though  a  correct  enough  guide  as  to  life 
in  valuing  half  pay,  only  too  unfavorable  to  these  individu- 
al petitioners,  is  manifestly  erroneous  in  ascertaining  how 
tnany  survive,  when  44,  instead  of  34  years  has  elapsed  ; 
and  when  not  a  proportion,  but  all  of  those  over  a  certain 
age,  have  probably  perished. 

To  return  to  the  comparative  healthiness  of  all  our  po- 
pulation in  this  country,  where  tablesjor  bills  of  mortality 
have  been  kept :  the  number  of  deaths  is  manifestly  much 
fewer  than  in  the  same  population  in  £ngland.  A  paper 
by  Uoct.  Barton,  in  the  3d  vol.  Philo.  Trans.  42d  page, 
demonstrates  that  in  Philadelphia  the  deaths  were  often 
only  1  in  45  ;  and  in  Salem,  Mass.,  1  in  47  ;  while  in  this 
city,  I  have  thedata  before  me,  showing,  that  for  the  last 
six  years  they  have  averaged  not  1  in  49.  In  the  State  of 
New  York  computations  have  been  made  with  some  de- 
gree of  accuracy,  that  the  deaths  do  not  average  over  1 
in  72 ;  and  I  know  many  towns  in  New  Hampshire,  where 
they  have  been  for  many  years  less  than  1  in  80. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  also  that  this  estimate  includes 
both  young  and  old  as  well  as  middle  aged — and  is  of 
dburse  disadvantageous  to  the  middle  aged.  The  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  have  not  taken  as  a  standard  either  the 
London  or  North  Hampton  tables,  whether  of  this  period 
or  of  an  ancient  period — once,  the  deaths,  1  in  28  to  1  in 
40  ;  and  in  1810,  not  more  tlian  1  in  52.  But  they  have 
taken  the  modes  of  computation  approved  by  Price  and 
Milne,  and  taken  those  tables  in  Milne,  which  come  near- 
est to  the  supposed  mortality  in  this  country,  for  the  last 
half  century ;  and  thus  have  arrived,  as  the  two  Commit- 
tees before  them  have  done,  to  the  conclusion,  and  I  trust 
a  just  one,  that  these  officers  ought  to  have  received  14 
years  purchase,  or  7  years  full  pay,  instead  of  only  five 
years.  Whether  the  commutation  was  defective  by  mis- 
lake  or  design  is  wholly  immaterial  to  the  ailment,  if  it 
was  only  detisctive  ;  because,  if  defective,  we  have  reap 
ed  the  benefit ;  and  these  rurvivers  being  the  sufferers — 
sufferers  from  our  needs  and  their  patriotism— they  should 
in  our  present  prosperous  condition  be  honorably  remu- 
nerateil.  It  is  not  a  violation  of  economy  to  pay  honest 
debts  or  restore  to  a  poor  creditor,  what  was  once  with- 
held from  him  ;  neither  is  this  course  exposed  to  any  of 
the  exceptions  taken  by  the  venemble  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macoh^)  against  prodigality,  Uiye  salaries 
and  monarchical  usages.  As  one  of  the  Committee,  I  dis- 
like them  no  less  then  he  does.  But  at  the  same  time,  to 
me,  it  seems  alwajTS  frugal  and  republican  to  do  justice  ; 
and  instead  of  endang«iring  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt  by  such  a  measure,  we  are,  in  my  view  of  the  sub- 


ject, attempting  honorably  to  discharge  a  sacred  portion 
of  what  ought  to  be  the  public  debt — and  to  strenfthen 
the  confidence  of  all  public  creditors,  that  however  in- 
equitabljr  they  may  be  treated  under  state  necessities  in 
great  national  embarrassment,  they  shall, when  oi^  ability 
permits,  be  in  some  deg^e  indemnified. 

I  would  show  the  world,  as  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  observed  yesterday,  when  dis- 
cussing the  bill  for  interest  to  the  State  he  represents, 
I  would  show  them,  that  a  vtrtuous  democratic  republic 
can  act,  as  a  virtuous  private  citizen  would  act,  and  mete 
out  the  same  justice  to  its  creditors,  which  one  honorable 
man  would  mete  out  to  another.  On  this  basis  then,  let 
me  enquire  what  man,  who  is  a  man,  who  dares  hold  his 
head  erect  in  decent  society,  would  not  when  rich,  restore 
to  his  creditor  what  was  reserved  or  withheld  when  tlie 
debtor  was  poor?  Other  gentlemen,  who  vote  different- 
ly, doubtless  think  differently  on  the  facts,  but,  with  my 
views  as  to  the  facts  of  this  case,  we  can  with  no  better 
grace  refuse  to  grant  this  relief,  than  any  honest  indivi- 
dual could  hesitate  in  his  prosperity  to  make  up  to  his 
suffering  creditor  the  uttermost  firthing  that  had  been 
virtually  withheld  from  him  in  the  hour  of  need.  I  had 
intended  to  notice  some  other  objections  adduced  against 
the  bill,  but  the  length  of  the  debate,  and  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  forbid  the  attempt. 

The  petitioners  will  now  be  left  by  me  in  the  hands  of 
this  honorable  body.  My  duty  towards  them  on  this  mo. 
tion  has  been  ftilfilled— and  guickly  as  the  curtain  of  life 
must  close  around  them,  I  hope  our  justice  and  g^titude 
may  yet  cheer  their  aged  hearts,  before  their  departure 
to  a  better  world.    ' 

Mr.  MACON  offered  some  brief  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  followed  at  seme  length,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  WOODBURY. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  made  some  brief  observations,  and 
expressed  a  desire  that  the  question  might  be  taken  at 
once.  The  vote  being  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HAYNE,  to  fill  the  blank  with  800,000  dollars,  was  dc- 
cided  in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Eaton, 
Hanison,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  Johnston,  of  Lou. 
Knight,  McLane,  Marks,  Parris,  Bobbins,  Sanford,  Sds- 
bee.  Smith,  of  Md.  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Woodbury— 19. 
NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateraan,  Bell,  Benton, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot, 
Hendricks,  King,  McKinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Ridgely, 
Ro*-an,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Smith,  ofS.  C.  Tazewell, 
Thomas,  White,  Willey,  Williams— 26. 

Mr.  COBB  then  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill,  which  occasioned  some  conversation,  in  which 
Messrs.  COBB,  SMITH,  of  Md.  HARRISON,  NOBLK, 
and  WOODBURY,  took  part,  and  the  question  being  then 
taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote  : 
YEAS.— Messrs.  Btirton,  Bateman,  Benton,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  King, 
McKinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Rugfflcs, 
Smith,  of  South  CaroKna,  Tazewell,  Tliomas,  Willey, 
Williams.— 22. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Bell,  Berrien,  Bouligny, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, Johnston,  of  J^ouisiana,  Knight,  McLane,  Marks, 
Parris,  Bobbins,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith,  of 
Md.,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  White,  Woodbuiy.— 23. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  fill  the  blanl; 
with  1500,000.  . 

The  question  being  taken  on  filh'ng  the  blank  witU 
500,000  dollars,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

YEAS.— Messrs,  Barnard,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Eaton, 
Harrison,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of 
Louisiana,   Knight,    Mcl«ane,    Marks,    PiUris,  Bobbins, 
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Sanford,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Van 
Bi«en,  Webster,  Woodbury— 20. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Dell,  Benton, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot, 
Hendricks,  King,  M<lUnley,  Macon,  Noble,  Ridgely, 
Rowan,  Kuegles,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell,  Thomas, 
White,  Willey,  Williams— 25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  bill  was  then  oiUered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

TnvASDAr,  March  13,  1828. 

Considerable  business  was  transacted  tbis  day,  but  the 
debate  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  reported. 

Fhidat,  Mabch  14,  1828. 
MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  NAVY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNE,  the  bill  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy  was 
taken  up. 

.  Mr.  HAYNE  said  it  would  be  recollected  that,  when 
the  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
Navy  was  under  discussion,  an  honorable  Senator  from 
Geoi-gia  had  moved  to  include,  in  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  the  Surgeons  of  the  Navy.  He  had  then  remark- 
ed, that  the  Medical  Department  had  been  already  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  and  was  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  distinct  measui^.  He  believed 
the  service  required  a  separate  organization  of  this  de- 
partment. The  subject  was  considered  maturely  last 
year,  and  it  was  then  deemed  absolutely  necessary,  for 
the  inierest  of  the  country,  to  re-organize  the  Medical 
branch  of  the  Naval  service.  Mr.  H.  then  went  into 
an  explanation  of  the  bill  as  to  its  operation  upon  the 
Navy,  in  encouraging  scientific  men  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  spoke  m  high  terms  of  its  beneficial  effects 
in  bringing  into  that  department  individuals  who  would 
otherwise  refuse  to  enter  it  from  tlie  scantiness  of  the 
emoluments. 

Messrs.  CHANDLEIl  and  MACON  opposed  the  bill; 
which  was  defended  by  Mr.  HARRISON  ;  when  it  pass- 
ed to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  it  was  order- 
ed that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes  to  lease  certain  lots  therein  mentioned,  (connect- 
ed with  tlie  lead  mines  in  Illinois,}  was  taken  up,  and  af- 
ter having  been  amended  so  as  to  fix  the  penalty  of  the 
Superintendent,  in  case  of  non-performance  of  his  du- 
ty, at  20,000  dollars,  the  blank,  relating  to  his  salary 
having  been  filled  with  1,500  dollars,  and  a  proviso 
having  been  added  to  exclude  any  allowance  for  Clerk 
hire,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mi*.  BENTON,  oixlered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

IkloHDAT,  Mahcu  17,  1828. 
PREVENTION  OF  DESERTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  to  prevent  de- 
sertion  in  tlie  Army,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken 
up — ^an  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aftiiirs,  as  a  substitute  for  tlie  original  bill,  being 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  HARRISON  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill.  The 
increase  which  it  would  effect  in  the  pay  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry, as  had  been  demonstrated  by  the  great  number  of 
desertions  which  had  taken  place  in  tlie  Army  for  sc- 
vcial  years.  The  additional  pay  of  the  soldiers  was  gra- 
duated in  such  a  manner,  as  to  prove  an  inducement  for 
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them  to  remain  in  the  service  ;  and  it  was  found,  by  far 
the  grater  number  of  those  who  deserted,  were  among 
the  newly  enlisted.     This  additional  pay  was  also  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  tmtil  the  expira- 
tion of  the  terms  for  which  they  enlisted,  as  a  pledge  for 
their  good  conduct.    The  bill  for  which  this  was  a  sub- 
stitute, was  thought  liable  to  objection  on  account  of 
the  increase  of  expenditui'C  which  it  would  require. 
But  no  such  objection  could  be  found  with  this,  as  the 
additional  expenditure  would  not  require  a  sum  equal 
to  that  lost  yearly  by  desertions.     The  average  loss  by 
the  present  habit  of  desertion,  was  upwards  of  62,000 
dollars.     The  increase  of  pay  provided  for  by  this  bill  is 
57,000  dollars.    Thus,  if  the  object  in  view  should  have 
been  effected,  5,000  dollars  would  be  saved.     There 
were  two  instances  witliin  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  individuals  who  had  enlisted  five  times  within 
1825  and  '6,  in  owler  to  obtain  tlie  bounty  mon^.     By 
the  arrangement  now  proposed,  the  soldier  would  have, 
at  the  end  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  a  considerable  sum 
of  mone} .     This  was  considered  a  ^reat  inducement  to 
honest  respectable  young  men  to  join  the  army,  and 
would  have  a  tendency  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the 
privates.     As  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  he  had, 
on  a  former  occasion,  endeavored  to  show  tliat  they 
were  worse  pai^l  in  our  armv,  than  hi  any  of  the  armies 
of  European  nations,  from  whom  we  borrowed  our  mili- 
tary system.     In  the  French  service  there  was  an  inter- 
mediate officer  between  the  commissioned  and    non- 
commissioned officers,  known  as  an  adjutant  sub-officer, 
who  did  the  duty  of  our  first  sergeant,  and  who  were  re- 
spectively  psrid.     Indeed  all  the  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers were  far  better  paid  ihan  ours.     Comparing  the  pay 
of  our  oflicers  to  those  in  the  English  service,  it  was 
much  in  favor  of  the  EngUsh.     Besides,  sergeants  coukl 
be  promoted  :   and  in  the   Peninsular  war,  that  great 
warrior.  Lord  Wellington,  had  two  officers  in  each  com- 
pany,  called  color-sergeants,  who  were  well  paid,  and 
the  office  was  considered  so  desirable,  that  it  was  much 
sought  afler.    It  was  true,  the  present  bill  proposed  no 
such  arrangement ;  but  it  was  thought  that,  by  increas- 
ing the  pay,  respectable  men  would  be  willing  to  enter 
the  army.     The  fifth  section  of  the  bill  proposed  a  new 
principle  in  our  army  ;  and  the  reasons  for  it,  he  would 
briefly  state.     Sevewl  of  our  subordinate  posts  were  silu- 
ate(i  at  a  great  distance  from  the  commanding  officer. 
The  consequence  was,  that,  oflen,  when  a  soldier  had 
been  guilty  of  some  trivial  offence,  he  v/as  necessarily 
kept  in  prison  for  a  long  period  of  time,  untU  a  Court 
Martixd  could  be  convened,  or  he  could  be  sent  to  a  dis- 
tance to  be  tried.     It  was,  therefore,  thought  advisable 
to  allow,  on  such  occasions,  tlic  commander  of  the  post 
to  assemble  Courts  Martial  for  tlie  trial  of  offences  com- 
mitted in  the  garrison.     This  was  highly  recommended 
by  the  Inspectors  of  the  army,  in  theu-  examinations  last 
year.     There  was  another  novelty  in  the  bill,  which  arose 
from  a  similar  necessity.     Where  a  sufficieut  number  of 
commissioned  officeis  were  not  stationed  at  a  post  to 
constitute  a  Court  Martial,  it  was  proposed  to  call  in  a 
non-commissioned  officer  to  complete  the  number.     He 
believed  this  was  common  in  the  French  8er\'ice.     There 
could  be  no  danger  in  adopting  the  system,  and  it  would 
obviate  many  difficulties.     Many  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers were  men  of  character  ancl  intelligence,  and  when 
their  pay  should  have  been  increased,  a  higher  grade  of 
men  would  be  willing  to  take  the  office,  and  the  rank 
would  be  pkced  on  a  better  footing.     Besides,  when 
they  found  a  principle  adopted  in  monarchical  Govern- 
menta,  tliat  would  allow  the  advancement  of  the  non- 
commissioned otficers,  they  could  safely  rely  upon  its 
having  been  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  service. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  was  ihti\ 
agreed  to. 
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Mr.  HATNE  nid,  that  he  was  far  from  being  satisfied 
with  that  provision  which  proposed  to  admit  the  non-com- 
missioned  officers  to  nt  upon  Courts  Blartial.  It  atiuck 
him  as  being  a  bad  plan.  There  was  an  evident  distinction 
between  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  which  could  not  be  safely  broken  dovm.  The  lat- 
ter mingled  with  the  soldiers,  and  imbibed  prejudices 
which  would  make  it  difficult  for  them  to  render  impar- 
tial judgment,  at  least  in  the  opinion  of  those  upon 
whose  trials  they  would  sit.  He  would,  if  in  order,  move 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill. 

The  CHAIR  remarked,  that  the  amendment  had  been 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  When  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  gentleman  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  his  motion. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that  he  would  move,  at  a  proper 
time*  to  strike  out,  if  he  did  not  see  reasons  why  this 
provision  should  be  made. 

Mr.  HARRISON  then  moved  to  fill  the  first  blank  in 
the  bill,  with  the  sum  of  $  10,  (the  monthly  pay  of  the 
first-sergeants.) 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that,  for  many  years,  Congress 
had  gone  on  increasing  the  expense  of  the  army,  by 
beginning  with  the  pay  of  the  lower  officers,  and  bring- 
ing it  up  so  near  to  the  next  higher  grade,  that  it  soon 
became  neceasiiry  to  raise  that  also.  He  thought  raising 
the  pay  of  the  first  sergeants  from  10  to  15  dollars  was 
too  great  a  change.  He  moved  to  fill  tlie  blank  with  ir 
dollars. 

Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  that  the  committee  had 
not  been  unanimous  on  this  subject.  Rut,  as  the  bill 
proposed  to  prevent  desertion,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
raise  the  pay  so  far  as  to  induce  respectable  men  to  take 
the  office.  He  had  never  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
versing with  a  Captain  of  the  Army,  who  did  not  admit 
that  the  efiTect  of  the  measure  would  be  most  beneficial. 
Only  a  few  days  since,  a  gentleman,  whose  name  he 
thought  it  proper  to  mention — Captain  Taylor,  of  Old 
Point  Comfort — informed  that  he  had  paid  150  dollars, 
from  hts  own  pocket,  to  induce  a  first  sergeant  under 
him  to  remain  in  the  service,  so  very  valuable  were  his 
services. 

The  remaining  blanks  in  the  bill  were  then  filled,  as 
stated  below,  and  the  following  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate  : 

««  Be  it  enaded^  Ue,  That  tlie  monthly  pay  of  tlie  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  artincers  of  the 
army,  shall  be  regulated  and  fixed  as  follows,  to  wit : 
To  each  sergeant-major,  quartermastei^sergeant,  chief 

musician,  and  first  sergeant  of  a  company, dollars  ; 

to  all  other  sergeants,  thirteen  dollars ;  to  each  corporal, 
ten  dollars  \  to  each  musician,  eight  dollars ;  to  each  arti- 
ficer ten  dollars. 

**  Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enasUd,  That,  in  addition  to 
the  monthly  pay  of  each  private  soldier  who  may  be 
hereafter  enlisted,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  during 
the  first  two  years  of  his  first  enlistment,  50  cents ;  during 
tlie  third  year  of  said  enlistment,  one  dollar ;  and  if  he 
re-enlist  for  the  terra  of  five  years,  one  dollar  fifry  cents: 
Provided,  That  the  additional  monthly  pay  herein  pro- 
vided for,  be  retained  unt'd  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
each  enlistment,  when,  upon  beinr  entitled  to  an  honor- 
able discharge,  the  sum  so  retained  shall  be  paid  to  the 
soldier,  or,  if  he  die  in  service,  to  his  legal  representa- 
tives. 

«'  Sec.  3.  jSnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  first  term 
of  enlistment  of  each  effiective  able-bodied  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  limited  to  three  years,  and 
all  subsequent  re-enlistments  to  five  years. 

"  Sec  4.  Jnd  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  Act  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the 
14th  of  March,  1802,  be«  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 


<*  Sec.  5. 4nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  66th  article 
of  war  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  amended, 
that  the  commanding  officers  of  such  g^ison%  forts, 
barracks,  or  other  places  that  may  be  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  may  assemble  Courts 
Martial,  to  consist  of  three  members,  (inclusive  of  the 
President,)  and  decide  upon  their  sentences. 

**  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sergeant- 
major,  a  quartermaster  sergeant,  or  the  first  sergeant  of 
a  company,  may  sit  as  a  member  of  a  regimental  or  gar- 
rison court  martial :  Provided,  That  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  commissioned  officers  are  not  present  and  for  duty 
at  the  post  where  the  court  martial  shall  be  ordered  to 
convene." 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  6th  section. 

Mr.  HARRISON  opposed  the  motion,  and  asked  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better,  when  the  requisite  number  of  commisuoned 
officers  were  not  within  reach,  to  constitute  a  court  con- 
sisting of  two  commissioned  and  one  non-commissioned 
officer,  than  that  a  soldier  should  lay  iiv  prison  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  unUl  a  court  could  be  convened,  or  that 
it  should  be  necessary  to  transport  him  two  or  three  hun- 
dred miles  to  be  tried  ? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
section,  to  confine  the  number  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers allowed  to  sit  upon  courts  martial,  to  one. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that  a  garrison  court  martial  re- 
quired only  three  officers,  and  wherever  tliere  was  a 
company,  there  would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  com- 
missioned officers.      But,  aside  from  any  convenience 
which  might  be  the  result  of  the  measure,  he  consider- 
ed that  its  effects  would  be  demoralizing,  and  lead  to 
much  evil.    He  thought  any  step  which  should  break 
down  the   distinction  between  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned   officers,  as  of  a    dangerous  tendency. 
There  always  had  been  a  distinction,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be.    They  were  taken  from  dif- 
ferent classes  of  society,  and  were  men  of  diflfcrent 
habits  and  manners.      There    was   another  objection 
which  he  thought  insuperable.    The  commission  <^  the 
commissioned  officer  was  his  property,  and  it  gave  him 
an  independence   which   the  non-commisaioned  officer 
eould  not  possess.     The  latter  was  the  creature  of  his 
superior  officers,  liable  to  be  discharged  by  them,  and 
depending  much  upon  them.    It  was  impossible  that  he 
could  possess  the  feelings  and  independence  to  enable 
him  to  be  an  impartial  judge  ;  and*  said  Mr.  II.  I  repeat 
again,  that  they  mix  too  much  with  the  solchers*  to  per- 
form their  duty  in  a  satisfactory  manner.    They  would 
be  very  liable  to  have  prejudices,  which  would,  more 
or  less,  operate  upon  their  judgments,  and  would  give 
great  dissatisfaction  to  the  soldiers.     Mr.  H.  said»  he  re- 
collected being  in  a  garrison  where  there  was  a  first  ser- 
geant, who  was  as  good  an  officer  in  his  f^rade  as  he  ever 
knew  ;  and  he  was  exactly  in  this  poution — about  one- 
half  of  the  soldiers  were  his  friends,  and  the  other  half 
his  enemies.      Under  such  circumstances,  the  soldiers 
would  not  be  satisfied  by  decisions  ^iven  by  such  an  in- 
dividual, although  they  would  be  wdling  to  be  tried  by 
their  superiors,  who  could  have  no  private  feelings  to- 
wards them. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thought  the  ailments  of  the  gen- 
tleman ftt>m  South  Carolina  reasonable.  He  had  rather 
that  the  section  should  be  struck  out ;  but,  if  it  was  re- 
tained, he  hoped  that  it  would  be  modified  according  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  MarvUnd. 

Mr.  HARRISON  then  ofiered  tlie  following  proviso  to 
the  6th  section  : 

"  Provided,  That  there  shall  not  be  more  than  one 
non-commissioned  officer  on  any  Garrison  or  Regitnen- 
tal  Court  Martial." 
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Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  aaid,  that  the  rcmarkB  of 
thef^ntlenian  from  South  Carolina  were  mainly  correct ; 
but  there  were  cases  in  which  the  difficulties  would 
render  the  admission  of  non-commissioned  officers  abso- 
lutely necessary.  For  instance,  at  a  post  where  there 
were  two  officers  and  a  subaltern,  if  a  Captain  ordered 
a  Court  Martial,  the  soldier  to  be  tried  must  remain  in 
prison  until  an  officer  could  be  sent  for  to  a  distant  part 
of  the  country.  This  would  create  great  discontent,  and 
lead  to  desertion. 

Mr.  HAYNE  repeated,  that,  wherever  a  company  was 
stationed  there  would  be  three  officers,  unless  they  had 
been  reduced ;  in  •  which  case,  a  delay  of  a  short  time 
would  take  pkce.  He  hopeia  the  .section  would  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  HARRISON  sttd,  there  were  many  posts  which 
were  held  by  less  than  full  companies,  and  where  three 
officers  were  not  required.  He  never  kn^w  a  Captain 
who  did  not  treat  a  faithful  first  sergeant  with  as  much 
respect  as  he  did  an  ensign ;  and  indeed,  his  services 
were  much  more  important ;  and  (here  were  instances 
where  a  summary  decision  was  necessary,  which  could 
not  be  had  unless  this  measure  were  adopted. 

AfVer  some  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
SMITH,  of  Md.,  HAYNE,  and  HARRISON, 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  «  first 
sergeant." 

Mr.  BENTON  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  6th  section. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CHANDLER ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNE,  to  strike  out  the  section, 
as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 
Tlie  general  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then  taken  up, 
and  the  Senate  considered  the  bill  to  grant  certain  re- 
linquished and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, for  the  puipose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black  Warrior  Rivers. 
Mr.  Mckinley  said,  that  this  bill  had  been  present- 
ed by  him,  in  anticipation  of  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Alabama,  which  had  since  been  received,  and 
in  accordance  with  which  the  committee  had  reported 
some  amendments.  It  was  scarcely  necessaiy  for  him 
to  urge  upon  the  Senate,  the  importance  of  the  pro- 
posed improvements;  and  he  had  hoped,  ere  this,  to 
have  been  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  Report  of 
the  Engineer  Department,  upon  the  surveys  which  had 
been  made  last  year.  But  the  ill  health  of  the  person 
whose  duty  it  was  to  draw  up  the  Report,  had  prevent- 
ed him  from  performing  it.  He  would  merely  state, 
that  the  population,  above  the  Large  Muscle  Shoals,  on 
the  Tennessee  River,  had  no  advantage  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  except  during  a  short  period  in  each 
year,  when  the  waters  were  uncommonly  higli.  The 
plan  of  improvement  was  practicable,  and  promised  most 
beneficial  results.  The  large  shoal  was  ten  miles  long  ; 
and  the  river,  at  that  point,  spreads  itself  from  one  mile 
to  two  miles  in  width,  obstructed  by  islands  aud  rocks. 
The  shore  was  a  high  bluff,  and  two  or  three  streams 
emptied  into  the  Tennessee,  which  would  be  sufficient 
feeders  for  the  projected  canal.  The  plan  was,  to  throw 
a  wall  along  the  bluflT,  thereby  forming  a  navigable  canaL 
The  expense  for  improving  this  passage,  must  necessarily 
be  great.  There  were  other  points  of  less  importance, 
and  which  would  cost,  comparatively,  but  small  sums.  A 
single  glance  at  the  map,  must  convince  any  one  of  the 
great  importance  of  this  plan  to  West  Tennessee,  Mis- 
souri, and  Alabama.  He  hoped  that  the  same  kind  of  ap. 
propriation  of  1  nid<i  would  be  made,  as,  during  the  last 
session,  was  made,  for  canals  in  Illinois  and  Indiana.    He 


knew  that  there  had  been  much  controversy  upon  the 
powers  of  Congress  to  make  improvements  in  the  in- 
terior i  and  that  the  doctrine  was  held  by  some,  that,  al- 
though they  had  the  power  to  improve  the  seaboard,  by 
widening  channels,  erecting  breakwaters,  and  clearing 
out  harbors,  they  could  not  go  into  the  inland  sections 
of  the  country  and  perform  the  same  offices,  by  im- 
proving rivers,  making  roads  and  canals,  &c.  It  appear- 
ed that  the  hostilities  on  this  question,  arose  out  of  the 
contest  for  Stote  Rights.  It  was  a  question  chiefly 
raised  by  the  Old  States.  But  it  was  one  in  which  the 
various  sections  of  the  country  were  not  equally  inter- 
ested. It  would  be  observed,  that  the  very  condition 
upon  which  the  New  States  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  was,  that  they  should  have  no  sovereignty  over 
the  lands.  The  lands  were  owned  by  the  United  States  $ 
we,  of  the  New  States,  have  no  authority  over  them  ; 
and  I  should  suppose  that  those  who  are  the  strictest 
in  their  construction  of  the  Constitution,  would  find  no 
difficulty  in  grranting  the  public  domain  for  purposes 
like  those  pointed  out  in  the  bill.  It  was  an  every  day 
practice  for  the  United  States  to  prosecute  individuals 
for  trespasses  on  the  lands  owned  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment—>nor  by  these  proceedings  was  it  pretended 
that  the  sovereignty  of  the  SUtes  was  invaded.  There 
seemed,  therefore,  no  objection  to  the  application  of 
these  lands  to  improving  the  country  in  which  they  lie. 
In  the  State  of  AUbama,  the  United  States  now  held 
between  twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine  millions  of  acres, 
the  Indian  title  to  which  had  not  yet  been  extinguished. 
On  the  South  side  of  the  River  Tennessee.in  the  vicinity  of 
Muscle  Shoals,  there  was  an  immense  tract  of  public  lands, 
comprising  nearly  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Jackson. 
There  were  also  large  tracts  on  the  North  side  of  the 
river,  occupied  chiefljr  by  the  Indians.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  access  to  and  from  those  lands  should  be  im- 
proved. It  would  open  them  to  new  and  increased  set- 
tlements, and  from  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  im- 
provement proposed,  it  would  stand  among  the  first 
works  of  a  national  character. 

Mr.  BRANCH  brieflv  opposed  the  bill,  and  wished 
more  information  as  to  the  expenditure  which  would  be 
required. 

Mr.  McKINLEY,  in  reply,  observed,  that  the  work 
would  require  a  large  appropriation.  As  to  t'ne  value  of 
the  lands,  it  was  quite  uncertain  ;  but  it*  had  been  sup- 
posed that  half  a  million  of  dollars  would  complete  the 
object.  Four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  was  the 
amount  fixed  upon,  as  it  was  not  supposed  that  the  lands 
would  bring  a  greater  price  hereafter,  than  they  hsid  al- 
ready brought.  Appropriations  of  the  same  amount  had 
been  made  last  year  for  the  canal  in  Illinois,  and  also  for 
that  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
not  press  this  measure  at  the  present  time  ;  but  wait  un- 
til the  report,  to  which  he  alluded,  should  have  been 
laid  before  tlie  Senate.  They  ought  not  to  act  in  the 
dark  upon  a  bill  so  important.  The  report  miglit  be 
had  before  Congress  rose,  and  it  was  quite  necessary, 
as  it  wa&npt  possible  to  tell,  without  it,  whether  the  plan 
would  cost  rooro  or  less  than  the  sum  proposed.  The 
gentleman  could  hardly  expect  that  the  Senate  would 
make  an  appropriation  of  500,000  dollars,  without  some 
informstion  upon  the  subject.  He  wished  to  act  with 
his  eyes  open  \  and  must,  under  present  circumstances, 
vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  if  he  had  any  idea  that  the  gen- 
tleman horn  Maine  would  vote  for  the  bill  under  any 
circumstances,  or  with  any  information,  he  should  not 
be  unwilling  to  delay  it  until  the  report  should  have 
been  brought  in  for  his  advantage.  But,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  uniformly  voted  against  similar  measures and 
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38  eveiy  man,  who  knew  the  geography  of  the  countiy, 
must  be  struck  with  the  necessity  of  the  works  pro- 
posed, and  the  vast  benefit  which  must  arise  from  their 
completion,  he  really  could  not  indulge  the  gentleman 
in  consenting  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  t!ie  bill. 
He  was  very  desirous  tnat  the  estimates  should  be  liad ; 
but  the  illness  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  duty  of 
making  them  up  was  entrusted,  had  prevented  their 
completion.  He  had  been  told,  by  General  Bernard, 
that  he  would  give  him  a  statement  of  the  gross  amount, 
but  the  minute  estimates  must  yet,  for  some  days,  be  de- 
layed. That  gentleman  stated,  that  the  importance  of 
the  projected  improvement  was  immense.  It  might, 
perliaps,  be  considered  a  circu|nstance  in  favor  of  the 
appropriation,  that  Alabama  had  never  received  one 
foot  of  land  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  or 
fur  any  other  improvement.  On  the  other  hand  she  had 
appropriated  large  sums  of  money,  from  her  own  re- 
sources, for  such  objects.  This  work,  in  which  she  now 
asks  for  assistance,  was  one  which  did  not  alone  promise 
benefit  to  her  own  citizens,  but  was  a  project  of  p^eat 
national  importance  ;  and  he  hoped  Congress  would  feel 
disposed  to  extend  the  same  liberality  to  Alabama,  as  had 
been  extended  to  other  States.  He  hoped,  if  his  friend 
from  Maine  could  not  bring  himself  to  vote  on  the  bill, 
under  any  circumstances,  he  would  not  obstruct  its  pas- 
sage, but  allow  others  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  it  was  true  that  he  did  not 
know  as  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  under  any  circum- 
stances. But  he  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  possess 
more  information  upon  the  subject  than  tney  now  pos- 
sessed, before  they  attempted  to  decide  upon  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  NOBLE  was  understood  to  say,  that  it  was  not 
customary  to  pass  bills  of  this  description  without  having 
the  estimates  to  go  upon.    But,  as  to  the  constitutional 
power,  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  that  the  Constitu- 
tion read  differently  in  Maine  and  Alabama.     How  was  it 
that  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  make  a  military  road  in 
Maine,  and  no  shadow  of  power  to  make  a  canal  in  Ala- 
bama ?    He  would  ask  what  clause  ia  the  Constitution 
authorized  the  construction  of  a  military  road  ?    There 
was  no  such  clause.     But,  then,  it  was  done  under  the 
power  of  regulating  the  army.    It  was  easy  enough  to 
construe  the  Constitution  when  this  road  was  to  be  con- 
structed.    When  Kennebeck,  or  Kennebunk,  or  what- 
ever it  might  be  called,  was  interested,  the  leaves  of  the 
Constitution,  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine's  scru- 
ples were  to  be  found,  were  frozen  together  by  liis 
Northern  predilections.      It  has  been  argued  that  the 
benefits  of  improvement  had  not  been  equally  bestowed. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Cai*olina  complained  that  his 
State  had  received  nothing.    But,'  said  Mr.  N.,  \vq  can- 
not  give  them  any  thing  if  they  will  not  ask  it — although 
1  believe  there  is  a  bill  now  before  the  Senate  for  an 
outlet,  or  an  inlet,  I  do  nCt  recollect  which,  in  that  State. 
He  was  for  it.     He  would  vote  for  assistance  wherever 
it  was  wanted.     He  was  friendly  to  the  wishes  of  Alaba. 
roa  ;  and  would  as  soon  vote  for  the  caiml  they  stand  in 
need  of  as  for  the  military  road  in  Maine.  He  wished  the 
gentleman  fh)m  Maine  would  get  up  in  his  place,  and 
enlighten  kim  as  to  tlie  difference  of  the  Constitution  in 
one  State  and  in  another.     For  his  own  part,  he  consi- 
dered its  operation  uniform.     He  did  not  wish  to  have 
the  Constitution  always  brought  in,  until  it  should  at  last 
be  eaten  up  with  talking,  and  be  considered  of  little 
importance  from  everlastmg  recurrence  to  it.     He  be- 
lieved that  some  of  those  whose  consciences  were  so 
tender,  might  be  sincere ;  but  his  principle  was,  to  ex- 
tend equal  benefits  to  all  parts  of  the  country.    He  did 
not  wish  to  be  told,  whenever  appropriations  were  pro- 
posed, that  there  was  no  State  but  Maine  in  which  the 
Constitution  operated,  and  tJiat  its  particular  province 


was  somewhere  about  Kennebeck'  or  Kennebunk.  He 
wanted  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  Constitution  to  all 
the  different  sections  of  the  countiy.  If  not,  abolish  it 
at  once,  and  get  rid  of  this  eternal  dispute  upon  it. 
Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  remarks. 
Mr.  M'KINLEY  then  handed  to  the  Secretary  a  rough 
estimate,  received  from  the  Chief  Engineer,  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  improvement  contemplated  by  the  bill ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  he  shotild  deem  it  his  duty  to 
vote  against  this  bill,  as  he  did  for  those  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  Canals.     The  doc- 
trine which  he  held,  had  been  formerly  expressed  in  this 
House,  against  appropriations  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  the  purposes  of  Internal  Improvement.     They 
were,  be  knew,  unfashionable  doctrines.   But  these  con- 
siderations he  now  discarded ;  and  put  his  opposition  to 
the  bill  upon  a  different  ground  altogether.     He  object- 
ed to  it  because  it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  compact 
entered  into  at  the  admission  of  Alabama  into  the  Union. 
The  grant  of  the  Territory  to  the  United  States,  was 
not  an  unconditional  grant.     What  was  the  objftct  of  this 
bill }    It  was  an  unconditional  grant  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama  of  a  quajjtity  of  land,  for  the  peculiar  benefit  of 
that  State.     Bv  the  articles  of  cession  between  Georgia 
and  the  United  States,  it  was  agreed  that  those  lands 
should  remain  as  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  Georgia  included ;  and  it  was  added,  in 
tliat  instrument,  that  they  should  "  be  faithfully  disposed 
of  for  no  other  purposes. "    Th e  question  then  presented 
by  this  bill,  was,  does  it  violate  the  articles  of^  cession  f 
We  are  about  to  dispose  of  this  land.     How  ?    Are  we 
applying  fit  to  the  coliimon  use  of  the  United  States, 
Georgia  included  ;  and  for  no  other  purpose  ?    No.    I 
say  it  is  to  be  disposed  for  the  benefit  of  Alabama,  and 
for  no  other  part  of  the  countiy  whatever.    He  knew 
that  it  would  be  said,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  because  it  would  increase  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  and  promote  their  settlement;  and  that 
Georgia  would  share  in  these  advantages.     That  this  was 
a  fallacious  method    of  reasoning,  and  similar  to  that 
which  was  always  resorted  to,  when  the  violation  of  any 
compact  was  contemplated.     He  wished  the  gentleman 
who  had  introduced  this  bill  to  take  up  the  articles  of 
cession,  and  satiny  himself  rehittve  to  the  compact  be- 
tween Georgia  and  the  General  Government 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  said  he  could  not  see  what  the  com- 
pact between  Georgia  had  to  do  with  a  grant  of  land  for 
tlie  purposes  of  Internal  Improvement.  He  thought 
differently  from  the  gentleman  from  Geor^a,  as  to  this 
grant  being  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama. He  understood  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  United  States,  and  for  all  its  citizens  who  bad 
any  trade  in  the  waters  of  the  Western  States.  Do  we 
understand,  said  Mr.  McK.,  that  works  which  are  for  na- 
tional purposes,  are  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular 
State  ?  If  the  line  was  drawn,  he  wished  to  know  where 
it  would  begin,  and,  if  drawn  at  all,  it  ought  to  extend 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  parts  of  the  country.  If  they 
were  not  to  make  any  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  natural  obstructions  to  intercourse,  let  it  extend 
also  to  the  sea-board.  It  was,  indeed*  a  strange  doc- 
trine, that  allowed  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  ri- 
veis  on  tJie  coast,  yet  denied  the  right  to  apply  the  same 
measures  to  the  interior.  Were  the  Western  States  to 
be  looked  upon  as  half  sisters  only  of  this  Union  ?  They 
were  certainly  restricted  in  their  rights.  The  old  States 
enjoyed  full  sovereignty  over  the  territory  within  their 
limits.  We  are  crippled  in  our  sovereignty;  and  are 
IV  e  to  be  excluded  from  any  grant  of  land  to  improve 
our  waters  ?    If  the  gentleman  from  Geoigia  had  com- 

f)ared  the  compact  with  the  Constitution,  he  would  have 
bund  that  such  a  provision  as  he  alluded  to  would  have 
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been  in  violation  of  the  Constititution,  which  was  in  full 
force  when  those  articles  of  cession  were  drawn  up.  He 
wondered  why  the  gentleman  had  not,  on  the  passage  of 
former  bills  of  this  kind,  thought  them  violations  of  the 
compact  between  Virginia  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  COBB  here  observed  that  he  had  thought  so,  and 
lie  bad  mentioned  his  opinions. 

Mr.  McKlNLKY  resumed.  He  wished  to  know  why 
the  donations  of  land  fur  universities,  for  a  seat  of  Go- 
vernment, and  for  schools,  were  not  equally  violations  of 
the  compact  as  this  appropriation,  which  was  allowed  to 
be  for  a  national  object.  He  hoped  the  People  of  the 
West  were  not  to  be  considered  less  the  brothers  of  the 
Union  than  those  on  the  sea-coast ;  and  that  the  same 
measure  of  justice  would  be  awarded  to  all  the  different 
sections  of  the  country. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
had  noticed  his  former  remarks,  be  would  have  observ- 
^  that  he  declared  having  now  the  same  objections  to 
this  bill  as  he  had  last  year  to  those  for  canals  in  Illinois 
and  Indiana.  He  had  then  offered  the  same  opposition 
to  those  hills  ;  and  he  thought  still,  that  they  were  as 
much  violations  of  the  compact  with  Virginia,  as  this 
bill  would  be  of  that  with  Georgia.  He  desired  that, 
when  the  gentleman  declared  that  the  compact  was  not 
valid,  he  would  demonstrate  the  truth  of  nis  assertion. 
I  heartily  wish  that  it  could  be  proved  so,  that  Georgia 
might  have  back  the  territory  which  she  disposed  of  to 
the  United  States.  Then,  if  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
were  restored  to  us,  we  should  indeed  be  a  g^nd  State, 
and  have  some  weight  in  the  Union.     He  would  ask  the 


l^entleman  by  what  rule  he  considered  this  a  national  ob- 
ject. A  national  object !  when  we  grant  land  to  the 
State  of  Alabama,  a  single  State,  for  certain  purposes  in 
which  she  alone  is  interested !  The  gentleman  savs  it  will 
benefit  a  number  of  States ;  but  he  certainly  had  for- 
gotten  that  the  bill  provided  for  the  collection  of  a  toll 
by  the  SUte  of  Alabama.  This  is  my  understanding  of 
the  bill.  If  I  am  in  error,  the  gentleman  can  inform  me. 
Mr.  McKINLEY  said,  the  gentleman  was  in  error— the 
bill  only  proposed  tliat  no  toU  should  be  collected  upon 
the  property  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  COBB  resumed.  What  did  such  an  exemption 
ngnify,  but  that  a  toll  should  be  collected  on  the  citizens 
of  the  States,  from  which  the  Government  should  be 
free  ?  This  clause  could  have  no  other  meaning.  The 
only  question  that  I  put  to  the  Senate  is :  Does  not  this 
violate  the  ^compact }  He  admitted  that  tlie  articles  of 
cession  had  never  been  treated  with  much  regard.  He 
knew,  also,  that  the  United  States  had  violated  tiiem  on 
all  occasions.  The  State  Governments  alone  had  re- 1 
garded  them.  He  only  asked  whether  these  public 
lands,  which  were  to  be  given  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  I 
would  by  this  act  be  retained  as  a  common  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia  included  ?  If  it 
was,  then  his  objection  to  the  bill  was  unfounded.  If  it 
was  not,  he  was  borne  out  in  his  opposition. 

Mr.  Mckinley  observed,  that  the  United  SUtes  was 
the  great  land-holder  of  the  West.  If  any  other  land- 
holder wished  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  lands,  he 
would  find  it  expedient  to  improve  the  roads  and  ca- 
nals through  his  domain.  If  this  principle  was  admitted, 
then  the  position  follows  that  the  United  States  would  be 
benefited  by  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
streams  that  border  on  the  Public  Lands,  Georgia  would, 
in  common  with  the  other  States,  derive  benefit  from 
such  a  disposal  of  the  Territory  ceded  by  her  to  the 
United  States,  and  hence  the  articles  would  be  adhered 
to.  The  objection  applied  to  every  other  new  State,  as 
well  as  to  Alabama «  and  he  trusted  her  claims  to  tlie 
same  benefits  as  had  been  extended  to  other  States, 
would  not  be  denied  to  Alabama. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  consi- 
(lered  the  improvements  proposed  by  it  as  interesting  to 


the  whole  Union,  and  compared  it  to  fortifications, 
which  might  be  erected  for  tlie  defence  of  some  parti- 
I  cular  city  ;  but  also  contributed  to  the  protection  of  the 
whole  country. 

Several  amendments  were  then  adopted. 

Mr.  McKENLEY  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a  pro* 
vision  for  exempting  all  persons  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  tlie  citizens  of  all  other  States  in  the 
Union,  from  tolls,  unless  authorized  by  an  act  of 
Congress  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  fill  two  blanks  in  the  bill,  so  as  to 
enjoin  upon  the  State  of  Alabama  to  commence  the  pro* 
secution  of  ^the  works  within  two  years,  and  to  complete 
it  within  ten  years.    Agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  was 
briefly  advocated  by  Mr.  BENTON,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
COBB  ;  when  the  question  being  taken  on  engrossing, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 
YEAS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton,  Boulig^y^ 
Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Johnson  of  Ky.  Johnston,  of 
Lou.  Kane,  King,  Knight,  McKinley,  Marks,  Noble,  Kob- 
bins.  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Md.  Webster,  White, 
Williams. --22. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Macon,  Parris  Seymour,  Smith,  of  S.  C. 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  Willcy,  Woodbury.— 13. 

TussnAT,  Mabco  18,  1828. 
SETTLEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  LAND  €LAIMS. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  final  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in 
the  several  States  and  Territories  was  taken  up,  and,  hav- 
ing been  read, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  by 
sections,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  first  section  was 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S. 

Bfr.  MACON  objected  to  the  provision  in  the  5th  sec- 
tion, which  provided  for  the  sitting  of  Commissioners  in 
the  City  of  Washington.  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
inconvenient 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  said,  that  the  Committee  took 
into  consideration  that  many  of  the  States  were  unhealthy. 
In  Washington  there  would  be  security  to  health,  and  the 
reports^  for  many  years,  of  committees  on  these  various 
claims,  would  be  at  hand.  The  g^at  object  of  the  com- 
mittee'was  to  settle,  finally,  these  chains.  If  any  better 
plan  than  that  proposed,  could  be  fixed  upon,  he  should 
acquiesce  in  it. 

Mr.  MACON  made  no  motion,  and  the  reading  pro- 
{gressed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  remarked,  that,  in  the  11th  section 
there  was  established  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  individuals.  But  there  was  no  such  provision 
in  finvor  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  observed,  tliat  he  would  ac<]^ui- 
iesce  in  any  amendment  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
would  offer. 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  words 
*' United  States  or;"  so  that  the  United  SUtes,  or  any 
claimant,  may  have  the  right  of  appeal,  &c. ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  moved  to  fill  the  bhink  (salaries 
of  the  Commissioners,)  with  3,000  dollars.  Agreed  to. 
The  blanks  for  the  salary  d"  the  Law  Agent  and  Sec- 
retary were  then  filled  with  2,000  and  1,500  dollars.  The 
bknk  for  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  was  filled  with  $  1,200. 
Mr.  KING  said,  he  thought  tlie  bill  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently examined;  there  appeared  to  be  many  inaccura- 
cies. There  was  one  in  the  17th  section,  in  which  claim- 
ants  were  allowed  to  settle  on  lands  not  located.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  intended  that  they  might  locate  on  any  part 
of  the  Public  Lands.  He  wished  explanation. 
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Mr.  BARTON  said,  there  were  a  number  of  tracts  of 
land  called  concessions,  which  were  pointed  out  by  this 
part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  was  not  satisfied ;  there  were  no 
boundaries  fixed,  no  tracts  specified. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  it  might  happen  that  the  United 
States  would  have  disposed  of  some  of  the  lands  which 
would  be  decided  by  this  tribunal  as  by  right  the 
property  of  the  claimants.  U  was  considered  just, 
that,  in*  such  cases,  other  lands  should  be  awarded  to 
the  claimants,  in  lieu  of  those  of  which  they  had  been 
divested. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  they  were  permitted  to  locate 
wherever  they  pleased.    The  provision  was  too  loose. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied,  that  when,  by  the  judgment  ot 
this  tribunal,  it  should  be  found  that  an  incQvicuia]  has  a 
claim  to  land  under  the  Spanish  Government,  the  bill  pro- 
vided that  he  should  take  an  equivalent  portion  of  land. 
The  manner  in  which  it  should  be  done  would  be  settled 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  an  amendment  imgfat  be  made 
to  render  the  provision  more  explicit  It  was  clear  that, 
if  a  paitv  made  his  title  good  before  this  tribunal,  he 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  such  a  claim. 
-  Bfr.  H  AYNE  said,  that,  if  the  gentlemen  who  were  inter- 
ested in  the  bill  were  satisfied  with  its  provisions,  he  had 
no  objection  to  it.  But  there  was  a  class  of  claims  to 
which  he  thousrht  it  would  be  ii\)urious.  They  had  been 
favorably  decided  upon  already  by  a  Board  of  Commis* 
flioners ;  and  it  were  unnecessary  that*they  should  be  TOne 
over  again.  He  offered  an  amendment  to  the  close  of  the 
bill,  providing  that  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  lancu  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  under  titles  from 
the  British  Government  in  West  Florida,  which  had  not 
been  regranted  by  the  Spanish  Government^  are  confirm- 
ed, with  a  proviso  that  they  do  not  conflict  with  the  laws 
of  the  United  SUtes. 

Mr.  KANE  said,  that  the  cases  alluded  to  by  the  amend- 
ment V7ere  very  numerous,  and  had  been  frequently  ex- 
amined, but  not  satisfactorily  settled.  The  pohcy  of  the 
Government  had  dictated  the  division  of  these  claims  into 
two  classes,  of  large  and  small.  On  some  of  the  large 
ones.  Commissioners  had  also  reported  favorably.  But,  if 
the  British  chums  were  to  be  taken  up  and  decided  upon 
favorablyi  because  Commissioners  have  reported  in  their 
&vor,  the  same  decision  must  be  extended  to  all  claims 
under  the  same  circumstances.  There  was  no  reason  for 
deciding  favorably  upon  these  cbum^  and  turning  others 
over  to  the  tribunal  established  by  this  bill.  He  had  heard 
no  argument  that  would  induce  him  to  deal  differently 
with  the  British  claims  than  with  all  the  others.  He 
Uiought  the  whole  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  HAYNE  read  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Se- 
nate, in  the  case  of  Elibu  Hall  Bay,  and  others,  which 
he  observed  was  a  better  ai^^ment  than  he  could  make. 
By  this  report,it  appeared  that  the  claims  were  established 
by  the  most  convincing  testimonjr,  yet  it  was  proposed  to 
send  them  back  to  a  similar  tribunal  to  that  by  which 
they  had  formerly  been  decided.  He  held  in  his  hand 
an  act  of  Congress  of  1812,  by  which  a  similar  confirma- 
tion was  made  of  titles,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
and  the  amendment  which  he  now  offered,  was  in  the 
very  words  of  that  act.  The  lands  settled  by  that  act, 
were  situated  exactly  as  those  were,  the  title  to  which 
the  amendment  proposed  to  confirm.  They  were  sepa< 
rated  from  tiiem  only  by  a  line,  and  why  should  not  the 
same  decision  be  made  in  this  as  in  the  other  cases }  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  ha4  said  that' these  cases  were  ve- 
ry numerous.  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  acquainted  with  but 
few  claims  of  this  kind ;  and  he  did  not  think  the  whole 
amounted  to  over  70,000  acres.  He  did  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere in  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill.    He  was  wil< 


hng  to  vote  for  anjr  measure  for  the  settlement  of  such 
of  these  clauns,  which  stiU  required  examination.  But, 
he  wished  that  it  might  be  so  framed,  as  not  to  interfere 
with  third  persons  {  and  that  those  claims  whick  had  al- 
ready been  settied,  might  not  be  sent  back  to  undergo  a 
second  investi^tion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed,  that  the'  chums  alkded 
to  by  the  amendment,  had  been  decided  on  by  a  Board  of 
Commissioners.  But  this  bill  provided  for  an  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  he  should  have  more  confidence 
in  the  decision  of  that  Court,  than  on  that  of  any  Boitfd 
of  Commissioners.  He  was,  therefore,  against  the 
amendment,  and  denrous  that  all  the  chums  should  be 
tried  alike. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louiaana,  sud,  that  the  amend- 
ment appeared  to  him  inexpedient  and  improper.  If 
Congress  attempted  to  decide  on  any.  of  the  claims  on 
which  Commiaatoners  had  reported  fkvQrably,  that  deci* 
sion  must  extend  to  the  whole  number  of  cases  so  situat- 
ed. ^  If  they  adopted  the  report  of  a  Board  of  Commission- 
ers in  one  case,  they  were  bound  to  adopt  all  the  reports 
made  by  them.  They  had  been  formerly  before  Con- 
gress—and if  the  report  upon  them  was  now  to  be  taken 
up,  it  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Land  Comnuttee.  He  un- 
derstood that,  in  Florida,  these  chums  had  been  rejected ; 
but  that  they  had  been  allowed  in  Loubiana.  It  was 
questionable  which  of  these  decisions  ought  to  be  Adopt- 
ed by  Congress.  In  the  bill,  it  was  provided  that  all  the 
papers  should  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sionen,  so  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  any  provi- 
sion for  obtaining  evidence,  or  to  draw  a  line  between 
this  or  any  other  class  of  claimants.  It  was  his  opinion, 
that,  if  the  report  of  the  Commisnoners  on  the  British 
claims,  was  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  it  ought  to  be 
done  by  a  distinct  resolution,  upon  which  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Conunittee  on  Public  Lands  to  report.  If  it 
was  introduced  mto  tlus  bill,  it  ought  to  go  the  whole 
length,  and  include  aU  cfadma  similarly  decided  upon. 

Mr.  SBlUTH  of  S.  C.  supported  the  amendment.  Se- 
veral small  bills,  he  obsenreo,  had  been  wound  off  of  this 
general  one.  A  few  days  ance,  a  bill  was  passed,  to  settle 
land  claims  in  Mississippi — knd  this  morning*  the  gentie- 
man  from  Louisiana  had  introduced  a  bill  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  three  largest  claims  on  the  whole  list  He 
should  suppose,  under  such  circumstances,  this  proposi- 
tion would  not  be  opposed.  The  gentieman  from  Illinois 
has  said,  that  these  British  grants  need  to  be  examined 
again.  He  was  of  a  different  opinion.  They  were  most- 
ly similar  to  those  included  in  the  bill  framed  for  the  set- 
tlement of  chums  in  Missismppi,  and  their  amount,  as  well 
as  number,  were  much  less  than  the  gentleman  seemed 
to  suppose.  Individuals  in  Louisiana,  who  were  entiUed 
to  those  grants,  had  been  obliged  to  obtain  evidence  in 
support  of  their  clauns ;  and  now  they  would  be  obliged, 
unless  this  amendment  were  adopt^  (o  go  back,  and 
prove  their  claims  anew.  Great  injury  might  be  indicted 
by  such  a  course.  The  claimants  might  be  kept  out  of  their 
lands  twenty-foiu*  years  longer— and,  if  they  are  now  cn- 
titied  to  them,  they  were  entitled  to  them  at  tlie  time  of 
the  treaty.  A  gentiemen  of  the  other  House  had  made 
the  declaration  Uiat  all  the  chums  in  Louisiana  might  be 
paid  with  the  sums  that  had  been  expended  in  endeavor, 
ing  to  recover  them.  He  would  appeal  to  the  Senate 
whether  this  was  a  correct  course  to  incorporate  those 
chums  which  had  been  established,  with  those  of  a  doubt- 
ful nature.  He  thought  these  cases  as  worthy  of  a  sepa- 
rate decision  as  those  which  had  been  included  in  the  bill 
for  the  settlement  of  Mississippi  claims,  or  as  those  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  bill  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  involving  a  sum  of  three  millions.  He- 
believed  that  those  very  claims  had  been  reported  against 
by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  the  strongsst  manner.  Yet  they  were 
to  have  the  benefit  of  a  separate  bill.    Ho  knew  of  no 


461 


OF  BEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


463 


MjmcB  18, 19,  1828.] 


Ltktware  Breakwater, 


[SENATE, 


objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
his  colleague,  and  he  trusted  it  woi^ld  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KANE  odd,  that  he  was  of  the  Committee  who 
framed  a  bill,  on  a  former  occanon,  in  favor  of  these  chiims. 
He  recollected  it  well ;  he  had  examined  the  claims  tho- 
roughly, and  he  came,  alter  considerable  trouble,  to  the 
conclusion,  that  they  were  just.  But,  he  was  not  willing 
that  a  peculiar  class  of  claims  should  be  allowed  the  pre- 
ference ;  because  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  settle  eveipr 
class.  Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  this 
class  was  settled,  because  a  Board  of  Commissioners  had 
reported  fiivorably  upon  it,  if  you  add  this  provision  to 
the  biU,  there  are  other  cases  equally  strong;  and  if 
the  whole  are  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  the  object  of 
the  bill  is  destroyed.  The  greatest  part  of  the  claims 
had  been  reported  upon,  and  it  woulQ  be  as  reason- 
able to  provide  for  the  confirmation  of  all  those  reports 
as  of  one.  Congress  had  settled  the  principle  that  it  can 
not  enter  into  the  merits  of  those  claims,  as  it  is  contrary 
to  its  spirit.  Congress  had  decided  that  these  questions 
were  too  interesting  and  too  difficult  to  be  hastily  or  care 


ferent  character  from  those  which  have  hitherto  examined 
and  reported  on  them.  It  sliould  also  be  recollected, 
that  the  Land  Comnuttee  of  Florida  had  formerly  deci- 
ded against  the  validity  of  titles  founde4  on  British  grants. 
What,  then,  are  we  asked  to  do  }  The  bill  is  to  dispose 
of  the  whole  of  these  land  grants;  yet,  we  are- asked  to 
affirm  in  favor  of  a  peculiar  class,  which,  although  they 
have  been  reported  on  favorably  by  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, had  been  previously  rejected  by  the  Land  Com- 
missioners of  Florida.  These  claims,  then,  were  not  so 
satisfactorily  settled,  as  had  been  assumed.  The  cases 
would  be  more  satisfactorily  decided  by  the  tribunal  which 
was  to  be  established.  If  they  decided  in  favor  of  a  claim, 
the  individual  would  have  the  benefit  of  it.  Hitherto, 
the  examination  of  these  cases  had  been  fruitless — ^they 
went  agun  to  Congress,  and  only  the  larger  claims  were 
taken  up.  Thus,  these  claims  stood  on  the  footing  of 
other  claims  which  had  been  reported'on;  and  to  what  hard- 
ships were  they  subjected,  under  which  the  larger  claims 
did  not  suffer  ?  The  evidence  in  these  cases  were  filed 
away  in  the  archives  of  the  countiy,  would  be  brought 


lessly  settled — and  he  knew  no  question  of  law  half  so  I  forward,  and  woi^d  be  taken  as  priina  fade  testimony  in 
difficult  as  that  which  these  clums  presented.    Then  the  |  their  favor.    It  was  true  that,  if  it  was  not  considered 
question  was,  not  whether  these  clarnis  were  valid  or  not ; 
but  whether  you  will  give  them  the  preference  of  others, 
and  exempt  them  firom  a  tribunal  char|fed  with  the  whole 
subject.    It  would  be  partial  legislation  to  confirm  the 


report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  British  grants,  and 
turn  over  the  Spanish  claims  to  this  tribunal.  It  would 
be  recollected  tliat  there  were  certain  conditions  in  the 
terms  of  the  British  grants,  and  that  in  many  cases, 
those  conditloQS  were  not  complied  with.  How  far  this 
point  had  been  examined  by  the  Commissioners  was  wor- 
thy of  investigation.  He  wished  that  no  amendment 
might  be  adopted  of  the  kind  proposed,  as  he  considered 
it  destructive  of  the  principle  of  the  bill.  Congress 
could  not  settle  all  the  claims,  but  they  could  empower 
Commissioners  to  do  so,  and  their  examinations  ought  to 
extend  to  those  of  every  class. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that  the  distinction  attempted  by 
the  amendment,  .ought  not  to  be  made.    Neither  should 
the  mode  of  leguhtion,  which  it  would  establish,  be 
encouraged     The  amendment  conflicted  with  the  prinS 
ciple  on  which  the  bill  was  founded ;  and  the  circumstan- 
ces under  whiich  it  was  brought  forward,  gave  it  little 
clvm  to  attention.     A  general  bill  to  settle  the  claims  of 
individuals,  who  held  lands  under  other  titles  than  those 
derived  from  the  United  SUtes,  had  been  reported  at  an 
4:arly  period,  and  was  a  short  time  since  taken  up,  and 
nwde  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday.    The  Senate 
were  called  to  the  connderation  of  a  plan  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  tribunal,  for  the  settlement  of  all  these 
claims,  when  they  are  asked  to  take  up  a  report,  in 
fiftvor  of  a  certain  class  of  these  claimants;  and  to  decide 
in  their  fiivor.     The  subjects  were  disconnected,  and 
conflicted  with  each  other*    The  purpose  of  the  p^entle- 
man  from  South  Carolina  conflicts  with  the  principle  of 
the  biU.    Why  was  it;that  a  bill  was  proposed  ?   Because 
the  decisions  formerly  made  have  not  been  satisfactory. 
Because  the  individuals  hitherto  appointed,  have  not  pos- 
sessed the  legal  knowledge  necessary  for  the  decision  of 
questions  of  so  delicate  a  nature.    It  was  the  object  of 
the  hill  to  establish  a  form  which  should  relieve  Congress 
from  the  responsibility  of  examining  and  deciding  upon 
these  difficult  questions  of  law  and  right  The  Senate  was 
now  called  upon,  by  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  to  go  into  the  merits  of  a 
set  of  claims,  which  he,  for  one,  was  prepared  to  say 
were  not  satisfactorily  estoblished.    If  they  decided  in 
favor  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  then  they  must 
extend  their  exemption  to  all  other  claims  favorably  re- 
portCHl  upon.    But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  tri- 
bunal to  which  these  claims  are  to  be  referred,  is  of  a  dif- 


sufficient,  the  claims  might  be  rejected — and  it  was  to  be 
hoped  they  would.  The  meamng  of  the  bill  was  this  : 
It  institutes  a  court  to  do  that,  which  Congress,  by  its  for- 
mation and  character,  is  unfitted  to  do.  It  constitutes  a 
tribunal  comprising  the  knowledge  and  skill  necessary  to 
lead  to  correct  decisions ;  and  possessing^  the  power  to 
give  the  benefit  of  those  decisions  to  those  in  whose  flivor 
they  are  made.  Congress  would  be  exempted  by  this 
measure,  from  all  further  applications,  because  the  bill 
provides  that  negligence  on  the  part  of  claimants  for  a 
certain  period,  shall  constitute  a  bar  to  them,  or  their 
heirs,  from  claiming  thereafter.  Instead  of  doing  this,  the 
Senate  was  now  called  upon  to  make  this  decision  itself, 
upon  a  class  of  cases,  on  which  conflicting  decisions  have 
been  made  by  different  tribunals.  Were  they  ready  to 
declare  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  against 
the  Land  Conunissioners  of  Florida  ?  [from  the  report  of 
whom  he  read  the  concluding  passage. ]  He  thought 
when  these  claims  were  so  doubtfully  sustained  by  one 
class  of  Commisnoners  against  another,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  allow  them  to  g^,  with  other  cases  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, to  a  competent  tribunal,  by  which  they  might  be  in- 
vestigated and  finally  settled^ 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  BERRIEN. 

WsDVXSDAT,  Maxch  19, 1828. 
DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARKS,  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations  for  the  construction  of  a  Breakwater  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Delaware  Bay,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question 
being  on  eng^rossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  FOOT  rose  and  said : 
-    So  far  as  protection  to  our  commerce  against  the  dan- 
gers of  the  sea  will  be  afforded  by  the  construction  of  a 
Breakwater  in  the  Delaware  Bay — so  far  the  bill  will  re- 
ceive my  cordial  support. 

The  numerous  petitions  presented  on  this  subject, 
among  which,  the  Senator  from  Delaware  has  kindly  in- 
formed me,  are  several  from  my  own  State,  ask  nothing 
more.  Not  being  much  of  a  military  character  mjrself, 
(said  Mr.  F.)  I  feeriittle  solicitude  or  ambition  to  rival 
Roman  glory,  in  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  SxiTH,)  and  still  less  do  1  wish  to  see  the 
People  of  these  United  States  carried  away  by  tJic  fiici- 
nations  of  military  pomp  or  renown,  and  certainly  no- 
thing can  be  further  from  the  views  of  our  merchants  and 
ship  owners,  who  have  merely  asked  us  to  construct  a 
Breakwater,  which  will  afford  their  vessels  a  temporary 
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retreftt  and  security  against  the  storms  which  are  frequent 
on  our  coast,  than  the  erection  of  a  work  which,  at  the 
lowest  estimate,  will  cost  2,300,000  dollars,  and  create  a 
necessity  for  the  erection  of  fortifications,  involving,  per- 
haps, an  expense  of  several  millions  more.  They  have 
heard  enough  of  Rip  Raps  and  Pea  Patches — they  have 
not  asked  for  a  harbor  for  the  Navy,  nor  for  more  fortifi- 
cations! 

Sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  tliat  those  who  are  most 
zealously  engaged  in  the  splendid  scheme  of  fortify- 
ing the  whole  extent  of  our  coast,  might  be  satisfied,  at 
least  for  the  present,  with  the  plans  ahready  adopted  for 
the  protection  of  our  harbors  against  an  enemy — ^involv- 
ing, by  estimate,  an  eixpense  of  nearly  thirty  millions  of 
dollars  in  fortifications,  and  requiring  for  tlieir  defence  an 
army  of  about  70,000  men  when  completed. 

By  adverting  to  the  report  of  the  Engineers,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  their  direct  opinion  that  the  partial  Break- 
water, proposed  by  them,  will  afford  equal  protection  to 
our  merchant  vessels,  at  the  expense  of  about  220,000 
dolliu^  as  will  be  afforded  by  the  artificial  harbor  \  and 
they  recommend  this,  if  the  expense  of  the  other  is  con- 
sidered too  great  or  unnecessary. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask  the  Senate,  if  it  can  be  ne- 
cessary or  expedient  to  construct  artificial  harbors  for  the 
Navy  ?  Uow  many  harbors  have  already  been  fortified, 
and,  as  has  been  supposed,  rendered  impregnable,  for 
the  security  of  the  Navy  ?  And  are  we  about  to  erect 
harbors  in  the  open  sea,  and  fortify  them,  to  which  our 
ships  of  war  are  to  retreat  from  an  enemy  ?  Give  them 
plenty  of  sea  room  and  an  equal  force,  and  they  have 
shown,  botli  their  friends  and  enemies,  they  want  no  place 
of  retreat. 

But,  sir,  this  great  and  unnecessary  expense  is  not  my 
only  objection  to  this  artificisl  harbor— the  form  itself  is 
to  my  mind  very  obiectionable.  Every  person  who  has 
had  experience  of  tlie  effect  of  current  or  eddies,  form- 
ed by  obstructions  of  water,  either  natural  or  artificial, 
must,  I  think,  be  satisfied  that  the  proposed  harbor  will 
very  soon  fill  with  the  sediment,  which  is  always  deposit- 
ed by  contra  currents  or  eddie^  formed  by  obstnicttons  of 
water,  either  natural  or  artificial.  Look  at  tlie  bars  at 
the  mouths  of  rivers — look  at  the  harbors  on  the  Lake 
shores — ^look  at  the  wharves  and  piers  in  many  of  our 
harbors,  and  you  may  see  the  effects.  And,  sir,  it  is  my 
decided  opinion  that  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years 
the  artificial  harbor  will  not  afibrd  the  protection  which 
the  pailial  Breakwater  proposed,  or  even  one  of  less  di- 
mensions will  furnish — ^for  this  will  not  be  exposed  to  the 
same  deposit  of  sediment,  or  alluvion,  from  counter  cur- 
rents. 

But,  sir,  I  presume  we  shall  unite  in  extending  eveiy 
facility  and  protection  to  our  coasting  trade,  wiiich  its  im- 
portance demands,  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  opposing  to  this 
bill,  has  used  one  argument  which  deserves  notice.  I 
understood  him  to  say  :  *'  Our  commerce  is  nearly  anni- 
hilated—we have  lost  the  trade  with  the  British  colonies, 
and  can  never  regain  it : "  and,  therefore,  he  inferred 
the  Breakwater  was  unnecessary.  If,  sir,  this  be  the 
fact — if  our  foreign  ti*ade  is  decreasing,  our  domestic 
trade  will  of  necessity  increase — and  with  the  increase 
of  our  coasting  tr&de,  the  erection  of  a  Breakwater  for 
its  protection,  becomes  vastly  more  important— for  it  is 
only  in  the  coasting  ti'ade  that  tiie  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
bacco growers  and  the  coasting  traders  have  any  immedi- 
ate interest  in  the  proposed  Breakwater. 

But  if  the  Senator  will  examine  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, and  compare  the  two  last  with  preceding  years^ 
the  number  of  tons  of  shipping  and  tlie  amount  of 
imports  from  the  West  Indies,  1  think  he  will  come  to  a 
different  conclusion.  It  is  true  our  vessels  are  excluded 
from  the  British  ports  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  it  is  equal- 


ly  true  that  their  vessels  are  excluded  from  all  our  ports, 
coming  from  the  interdicted  ports.  So  far,  restriction 
meets  restriction ;  and  so  far,  I  presume,  we  shall  be 
ready  to  go  with  every  nation  which  chooses  this  course, 
fearless  of  loss  on  our  side ;  while  we  offer  a  free  trade 
to  every  nation  on  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity.  And, 
sir,  if  the  Senator  had  been  in  these  same  British  ports, 
and  witnessed  the  heavy  exactions  and  humiliating  impo- 
sitions on  our  trade,  and  had  been  compelled  to  pay  for 
shots  fired  at  his  own  ship,  and  knew  that  we  never  had 
been  permitted  to  land  our  salted  provisions  or  any  man- 
ufactured articles  in  her  ports  ?  and  had  not  been  permit- 
ted to  take  away  her  more  valuable  productions,  sugar 
and  coffee,  he  would,  I  think,  cordially  unite  with  me 
in  saying  to  Great  Britain :  We  ask  no  favors  :  we  arc 
perfectly  satisfied  with  our  present  condition  :  for  since 
the  ratification  of  our  treaty  with  Sweden,  and  the  con- 
vention between  Sweden  and  Great  Britain,  bv  which 
Swedish  vessels  and  their  cargoes  are  admitted  in  the 
British  ports,  subject  to  no  higher  duties  than  British  ves- 
sels, our  trade  with  those  colonies,  through  the  island  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  wiU  be  better  than  it  has  ever  been. 
We  have  the  long  carrying  trade,  and  she  b  welcome  to 
divide  the  short  with  tiie  Swedish  drogers,  since  we  are 
relieved  from  the  heavy  charges  in  her  poits. 

And  since  the  opening  of  the  French  islands  and  the 
new  firee  ports  in  the  English  islands,  by  a  late  order  ii> 
Council,  our  trade  to  the  West  Indies  will  be  better,  and 
furnish  a  better  market  far  our  produce,  particularly  pro- 
visions, than  we  have  enjoyed  since  the  general  peace  in 
Europe,  unless  the  whiskey  trade  should  induce  a  heavy 
tax  on  molasses  \  for  the*  island  of  Cuba  alone,  receives 
more  of  our  provisions  than  all  Europe.  And  from  Cuba 
an<l  the  French  islands,  most  of  the  molasses  is  imported. 
1  hope  some  of  the  fi-iends  of  the  bill  will  so  amend  it 
as  not  to  confine  the  President  to  the  report  of  the  En- 
gineers, in  the  construction  of  tiie  great  artificial  harbor, 
wlien  1  shall  cheerfully  vote  in  its  favor — but  cannot  vote 
for  a  harbor  for  the  Navy,  or  for  more  fortifications. 

Mr.  MARKS  observed,  that  as  to  Uie  shape  the  bill  as- 
sumed, he  believed  it  to  be  immaterial  so  that  the  objecC 
be  accomplished,  and  whether  it  t?o  left  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
adopt  the  plan  and  direct  the  superintendence,  was  a 
matter  of  indifference.  The  solicitude  felt  by  tiie  friends 
of  the  measure  is,  that  this  great  improvement  should  be 
accomphshed  in  a  manner  sufficient  for  the  protection  of' 
the  commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  otiier 
ports  on  the  Delaware  river. 

In  tiie  course  of  the  debate  on  this  bill,  a  variety  of  ob- 
jections have  been  urged  against  it,  and  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  great  expense  tne  Government  would  be  sub- 
jected to  in  erecting  a  Breakwater  at  a  place  so  exposed 
as  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  Bay. 

He  was  aware  that  the  magnitud<^  of  the  sum  required 
for  the  erection  of  the  contemplated  Breakwater,  may  de- 
ter some  gentlemen  from  voting  for  the  bill ;  he  did  not 
however,  consider  tiie  sum  to  be  advanced,  as  a  dona- 
tion from  the  Government,  although  it  would  be  a  large 
expenditure  on  its  part.  There  would,  in  the  end,  be  a 
saving  to  the  country,  by  the  security  afforded  to  the 
commerce — more  ample  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill 
could  not  be  formed,  than  the  statements  furnished  by  the 
Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  these  statements 
contain  the  number  of  shipwrecks, lo8s,and  disasters,  with- 
in the  Bay  of  Delaware,  as  well  as  in  its  neighboui'bood, 
by  vessels  being  driven  into  or  out  thereof  oy  storm  or 
by  ice,  and  which  would  have  been  prevented,  had  there 
existed  a  place  of  shelter  at  iti  entrance. 

Would  any  member  of  the  Senate  examine  this  state- 
ment and  look  back  at  the  numerous  wrecks  which  had 
occurred  in  the  last  ten  years,  they  would  be  satisfied  that 
the  loss  to  the  revenue  within  that  period,  was  more  in 
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amoont  than  would  have  completed  a  harbor  that  would 
have  afforded  complete  protection  to  all  the  vessels  navi- 
gating  that  great  ouUet  to  the  ocean.  We  hare  it  from 
official  record,  and  Ikcts  derived  from  an  actual  registry, 
that  between  the  first  of  January  1824^  and  the  first  of 
December  1835,  no  less  than  fif^y^ne  vessels  have  siif- 
fered  shipwreck,  and  all  the  property  on  boaid  entiiely 
lost,  within  ten  miles  of  the  contemplated  Breakwater- 
The  annual  coasUnr  trade  to  and  from  porte  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  carried  on  at  PhiUdel- 
phia  by  the  packets  which  run  regularly  only,  all  of 
which  pass  in  and  out  of  Dehware  Bay,  taken  for  1827, 
amounted  to  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars*  This  trade 
was  increasing  and  it  would  increase. 

But  it  is  not  the  vessels  which  are  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade  as  well  as  to  all  parts  of  the  wo3d,  that  are 
to  be  protected  by  the  proposed  harbor.  Of  the  advantages 
which  the  Navy  wouM  derive  from  the  Uu^r  of  the  pro- 
posed works,  by  one  of  our  Navy  officers,  who  was  one  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers  that  examined  the  different  ntes 
and  reported  on*  the  practicability  and  usefulness  of  the 
larger  and  Uie  smaller  Breakwaters,  and  as  a  better  argu- 
ment tlian  any  I  can  offer,  I  beg  leave  to  read  the  letter 
of  Com.  Boinbridge  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  tlwt 
subject. 

Here  Mr.  M.  read  the  following  : 

["  The  small  Breakwater,  or  partial  harbor,  would  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Hoard,  afford  any  protection  or  shel- 
ter to  the  vesselsof  the  Navy.  Inhere  is  not  sufficient 
depth  of  water,  even  for  the  class  of  Sloops  of  War.  It 
could  not,  therefore,  become  a  place  of  resort  for  our  ves- 
sels either  in  peace  or  war. 

The  latge  Breakwater  in  contemplation,  may,  in  many 
views,  be  considered  as  offering  important  advantages  to 
the  vessels  of  the  Navy,  cruising  alohg  or  approaching 
the  coast  {  if  cruising  near  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  on 
the  appearance  of  an  easterly  storm,  vessels  could,  and 
would  no  doubt,  avail  themselves  of  such  a  harbor,  to  ride 
out  the  storm  in  safety,  instead  of  contending  with  it  on 
the  ocean,  where  great  damages,  possibly  a  total  loss, 
might  occur.  Without  such  a  harbor  to  bear  up  for, 
where  they  might  fiml  protection  against  the  storm,  and 
shelter  against  the  ice,  they  would  continue  at  sea,  and 
contend  with  its  furies.  In  preference  to  contending 
with  the  dangers  of  ice.  Hence,  it  is  evident,  that  in 
time  of  peace,  the  large  Breakwater  would  be  of  benefit 
to  the  vessels  of  our  Navy. 

In  i  state  of  war,  these  advantages  would  be  greatly 
increased  ;  a  vessel  of  our  Navy  fiilTing  in  with  a  superior 
force,  miglu  be  saved  by  retreating  to  such  a  harbor, 
where  protection  against  the  enemy,  and  the  wind  and 
ice,  would  be  found.  For  want  of  such  a  harbor,  a  ves- 
sel mip^ht  be  captured  or  stranded,  in  an  effort  to  avoid  a 
superior  force. 

Greatly  more  important  will  these  advantages  appear, 
when  considered  m  reference  to  a  squadron  or  fleet  of 
our  vessels"8uc1i  aj  squadron  cruising  between  New 
York  and  the  Chesapeake,  where  an  enemy's  squadron 
might  also  be  cruising.  Suppose  a  storm  to  arise  before 
the  two  squadrons  could  meet :  ours  could  find  sheljer 
from  the  storm,  while  that  of  the  enemy  would  be  com- 
pletely exposed  to  itf ;  and  when  the  storm  shoukl  subside, 
our  squadron  would  proceed  in  search  of  the  enemy,  who 
being  most  probably  in  a  crippled  state,  would  be  easily 
found  and  easily  vanquished. 

Again,  suppose  an  enemy's  squadron  to  be  cruising  be* 
tween  New  York  and  the  Chesapeake,  and  that  we  have 
a  squadron  lying  at  New  York,  and  another  in  Hamoton 
Roaulsi  each  singly  inferior,  but  when  united^  equal,  or 
superior  to  the  enemy— a  junction  becomes  important,  to 
enable  us  to  contend  with  the  enemy,  and  in  order  to  ef- 
fect it  one  of  these  squadrons  sails  for  the  port  where  the 
Mher  may  be  riding  i  on  its  passage  thither,  it  ftills  In  with 
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the  enemy,  and  is  pursued  by  them,  but  has  time  to  ar- 
rive at  the  Great  Breakwater,  which  it  enters  and  is  saved 
by  the  protection  that  work  affords."] 

As  to  the  practicability  of  completing  an  artificial  har- 
bor, and  the  usefiilness  of  such  a  harbor,  after  it  is  com- 
pleted, we  can  only  judge  of  it  by  comparing  it  with 
works  of  a  similar  nature  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
The  Board  of  Engineers  who  made  the  survey  and  took 
the  soundings  of  the  bay,  entertain  no  doubt  as  to  the 
practicability  of  completing  the  work.  The  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  William  Jones,  who  perliaps  under- 
stands nautical  science  as  well  as  any  man  in  the  United 
States,  and  who  himself  had  visited  most  of  the  improved 
harbors  in  Europe,  and  when  comparing  the  situMtion|i^ 
Cape  Henlopen  with  that  of  Plymouth  sound,  entert&Q!^'^ 
no  doubt  of  the  complete  success  that  would  attend  th^  3 
undertaking,  and  the  astonishing  effect  it  would  produce'  r 
on  the  commerce  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  William 
Strickland,  who  has  as  much  pnctical  information  in  civil 
Engineering  as  any  man  in  the  country,  and  wha  in  a  Lite 
tour  through  Europe,  had  visited  many  of  the  improved 
harbors,  that  gentleman  in  his  report,  compares  tlie  hay 
of  Delaware  to  that  of  Kingston  harbor  near  Dublin.  Ute 
Breakwater  and  harbor  of  Kingston, he  thinks  well  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  Delaware  bay.  I'he  situa- 
tions are  very  similai^  the  same  difficulties  are  to  be  com- 
batted  in  both  cases,  as  the  storms  which  drive  into  the 
bay  of  Dublin  are  full  as  violent  aa  those  which  are  known 
in  the  Delaware,  and  a  woi-k  that  has  been  practically 
tested  in  the  one  case,  ttwy  be  safely  resorted  to  in  the 
other. 

An  opinion  appears  to  be  entertained  that  the  deposite 
of  aand  within  the  walls  of  the  Breakwater  would  soon 
fill  up  the  harbor,  so  as  to  prevent  vessels  from  approach- 
ing its  shelter.  He  apprehended  little  was  to  be  feared 
of  deposites  bemgmade  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  pure 
sea  water.  If  such  a  circumstance  was  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, he  thought  it  would  not  have  escaped  the  notice  of 
the  Engineers  who  made  the  examination  )  indeed  it  had 
not  escaped  the  notice  of  Mr.  Strickland,  and  Mr.  Jones, 
neither  of  whom  entertained  any  apprehension.  On  that 
score,  the  latter  gentleman  says»  that  this  evil  is  not  to  be 
apprehended  in  the  case  of .«  complete  harbor  being  made 
near  the  pitch  of  the  Capes,  as  the  tides  both  ebb  and 
flood,  run  with  rapidity  parallel  to  the  shore,  over  the 
bed  of  the  proposed  baibor,  which  it  will  sweep  clean  ; 
but  he  might  say,  we  have  bad  practical  experience  on 
this  subject.  Some  ten  or  twelve  years  since,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  appropriated  25  or  30,000  dollars 
to  erect  piers  in  the  river  Delaware,  at  Chester,  for  tlie 
protection  of  vesseb  when  the  river  is  obstructed  by  ice. 
These  •piers  have  stood  to  the  present  day,  altlioug^ 
erected  ten  or  twelve  years  since.  He  had  never  seen 
them,  but  had  correct  information  that  they  run  out  di- 
rectly from  the  main  shore,  so  that  they  meet  the  tide  in 
full  array,  which  was  not  proposed  in  the  plan  of  the 
Breakwater,  which  would  be  opposed  obliquely  to  the 
current.  He  had  been  informea  that  no  collection  of 
sand  had  taken  place  about  the  piers  at  Chester,  and  small 
as  they  were,  several  valuable  vessels  had  been  saved 
from  destruction  by  the  shelter  they  afforded. 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  incon- 
siderable appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  when  com- 
pared with  those  so  liberally  extended  to  her  sister  Statea. 
By  a  document  from  the  TTMSUiy  Department^a  statemen't 
is  made  of  the  nett  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  im- 
ports, and  tonnage,  received  by  the  Treasury  from  seve- 
ral of  the  principal  porU  and  bay*  of  the  United*  States  ; 
reckoning  from  the  first  of  January  1790,- to  the  last  of 
December  1825,  and  the  amount  of  expenditures  paid 
from  the  Treasury  for  Porta,  Light  Houses,  Beacoa%  and 
other  pobUo  works,  erected  to  aid  commerce,  or  fur  th« 
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8    835,483  38 

3,253,611  69 

4,185,481  88 

916,957  16 


purposes  of  defence  witbhi  these  bays, 
we  find  the  revenue  from  the  Bay  of 

Delaware  $  80,313,721  06 

Chesapeake  bay,  56,963,669  S3 
Harbor  of  N.York,  144^055,315  08 
Boston,  64,517,667  72 

Mr.  Prewdent,  the  average  of  the  annual  revenue  col- 
lected at  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  amounts  to  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  one 
half  of  the  revenue  for  a  single  year,  would  afford  full  pro* 
tection  to  the  shipping  interest  on  which  these  duties  are 
levied,  that  the  sam^  protection  would  extend  its  benefiu 
to  the  coasting  trade  of  the  SUtes  generally,  he  did  be- 
lieve the  Senate  would  see  the  propnety  of  passing  the 
bill. 

lliere  is  no  line  of  coast  so  extensive,  and  so  much 
navigated  as  that  between  tlie  Capes  of  Virginia  and  New 
York,  without  a  harbour  to  afford  shelter  to  vessels  from 
storms  ;  already  millions  have  been  lost,  as  well  as  many 
lives,  for  want  of  such  a  protection  as  the  Breakwater 
would  afford. 

Mr.  KANE  said  he  had  waited  under  the  expectation 
that  some  gentleman  who  had  this  measure  at  heait, 
would  move  to  amend  the  bill  in  one  particular ;  gentle- 
men had  so  far  succeeded  in  convincing  him  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  work,  as  to  have  obtained  his  vote  ftv  a 
large  appropriation  ;  but  this  bill  required  him  to  go  fur- 
ther and  adopt  a  particular  plan,  which  was  the  most  ex- 
pensive of  any  which  had  been  submitted.  Two  plans 
Iiad  been  adverted  to,  and  principally  relied  Ob  ( the  one 
submitted  by  the  Board  of^  Engineers,  and  the  other  by 
Mr.  Strickland  ;  the  plan  of  the  latter,  according  to  his 
estimate,  would  cost  less  than  the  one  adopted  by  that 
bUI,  by  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  Now,  said  Mr.  K. 
if  I  am  required  to  decide  upon  the  excellence  of  either 
of  these  plans,  ih>m  the  weight  of  character  employed  in 
recommending  them,  I  should  hemtate  to  decide  upon 
the  relative  merits  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  and  of  that 
accomplished  Architect  and  finished  Engineer,  Mr.  Strick- 
land of  Phibdelphia.  I  will  therefore,  said  Mr.  K.  move 
to  strike  out  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  so  much  thereof 
as  confines  the  Secretary  of  the  Tleaaufy  to  the  particu- 
lar plan  of  the  Engineers^ 

Mr.  WOODBURY  was  disposed  to  believe,  that  the 
President  would  fix  either  upon  the  plan  proposed  by 
Mr.  Strickland  or  by  that  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Engineers.  For  his  part,  he  thought  it  would  be  impoli- 
tic to  make  a  temporary  Breakwater,  because,  in  tliat 
case,  though  the  expense  would  be  considerably  leas  than 
either  of  the  other  plans  suggested,  yet  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  would  not  correspond  even  with  Uiat,  small  as  it 
was.  He  was  unwilling  to  put  the  responsibility  of  the 
selection  on  the  President. 

Mr.  M'LANE  said,  so  lar  as  he  feh  an  interest  in  this 
matter,  he  was  in  fiivor  of  adopting  the  amendment  of  the 
rentleman  ftom  Illinois,  (Mr.  iUn.)  He  had  no  doubt 
himsdf,  that  the  President  would  choose  one  of  the  lar- 
gest plans,  as  fkom  what  little  knowledge  he  (Mr.  M'Lajtb) 
had  of  the  subject,  he  was  convinecd  that  a  partial  Break- 
water would  scarcely  afford  protection  to  the  cnit,  or 
certainly  not  more  than  that  The  biU  went  on  a  more 
fiberal  principle— iu  object  was  to  protect,  not  only  the 
ooastine  trade,  but  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country, 
in  which  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut^  (Mr.  Purr,) 
was  more  interested  than  he  was.  While  be  waa  up,  he 
would  make  one  remark  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  on  the 
subject  of  the  enormous  cost «  the  gentleman  had  said, 
that  al^  this  project  was  completed,  it  would  take  millions 
for  fortifications  to  defend  it  bir,  (said  Mr.  M'L.)  it  is 
very  eas^  to  Ulk  of  millioni^  and  such  a  sound  might  have 
an  tmposiiv  effect  on  the  minds  of  Senators;  h\x%  if  we 


bring  the  gentleman  down  to  the  accuimcy  of  abaolute 
calculation,  he  would  then  find  the  error  of  auch  an  enor- 
mous computation.  Besides,  in  time  of  peace  the  forttft- 
cations  spoken  of  would  not  be  required.  The  cost  esti- 
mated  for  the  great  Fort  Delaware,  did  not  exceed  ^600,- 
000,  and  the  Breakwater  would  not  need  one  half  as  large 
a  sum  as  the  Delaware.  The  genileman  seems  to  think 
that  the  present  system  when  completed  would  n^ed. 
some  60  or  70,000  troops  for  its  defence.  If  the  gentle- 
man, however,  had  attended  to  the  report  of  the  &nn- 
neers,  he  woidd  have  seen,  that  in  time  of  peace  4^000 
only  would  be  necessarv,  and  that  even  in  time  of  war,  it 
would  not  require  for  a  full  comp]ement,more  than  19,000. 
The  fort  at  the  Breakwater  could  not  co^t  at  the  outside 
more  than  300,000  dollars. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  the  gentteman  fhxn  Delaware  might 
have  supposed  that  he  spoke  largely  with  respect  to  the 
expense  which  this  s]^stem  of  fortifications  would  require, 
but  if  he  would  take  into  consideration  the  number  of  on- 
litia,  &x.  necessary  to  be  employed,  he  would  not  be  found 
fhr  wrong.  By  looking  at  the  report  of  the  Engineers  of 
the  7th  Julv,  1821,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  tn^Dps 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  existing  works — under 

P»y*  ^'^^i  120  000 

Within  call,  53,000  5  ^-^»"^ 

With  the  projected  works,  60,000 

Expenses  for  defending  these  points  during  a  cam- 
paign of  six  months,  with  the  existing  works,  ^16,750,000 ; 
with  the  projected  works,  $5,658,<XK). 

So  far  as  this  Breakwater  could  be  rendered  useful  to 
commerce,  it  would  receive  his  most  hearty  support ;  but 
he  was  averse  to  creating  harbors  in  the  ocean,  which 
would  require  such  immense  sums  to  defend  them,  after 
made,  tf  uch  a  harbor  as  would  afford  a  temporary  shel- 
ter during  storms  was  all  that  was  required,  and  as 
far  as  that  was  contempbted,  this  bill  should  have  his 
support 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  himself  unfriendly  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
Kakx,)  because,  by  its  adoption,  the  plan  to  be  pursued 
would  be  undefined,  and  oonsequently,  the  most  e^qienstve 
might  be  choMn,  nay,  the  expense  increased.  To  his  mind, 
therefore,  it  rendered  the  measure  more  objectionable 
even  than  the  originsl  bilL  Six  years  ago,  he  had  voted  for 
an  appropriation  of  something  less  than  30,000  doUan^ 
for  this  implied  object,  and  he  would  say  that  he  then  did  it 
with  pleasure,  because  he  conceived  that  some  Improve- 
ment was  necessary ;  but  it  appeared  that  a  Breakwater  of 
so  small  dimensions  was  given  up,  and  a  bill  is  now  reported 
of  the  same  mode^  and  unassuming  title,  that  it  was  years 
ago  I  but  when  Ke  got  into  the  proviMons  of  the  bill,  it 
turned  out  to  be  of  a  different  character— one  going  to .. 
**  create  an  hari>or.''  This,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.)  9 
would  be  fixing  a  new  «ra  in  our  legialatioo,  which  we 
might  turn  to  m  after  years  with  regret.  It  woukl  be  no 
less  than  a  meagre  attempt  to  do  what  nature  had  not 
done  ;  it  was  asking  us  to  try  and  create  for  a  city,  those 
natural  advantages  which  God  or  nature  had  not  given, 
under  the  hope  that  they  would  make  up  for  the  decayed 
state  of  her  commerce.  To  the  city  or  Philadelphia  he 
had  no  hostile  feelings  i  en  the  other  hancU  he  would  say, 
that  she  was  entitled  to  great  credit,  and  bad  his  ^^pa- 
thy ;  but  that  would  not  furnish  the  ground  on  wUch  to 
come  into  this  Hall,  and  ask  to  have  natural  defecU  sup- 
plied by  artificial  means,  and  vainly  look  to  have  her  har- 
bor made  equal  to  that  of  New  York,  whose  great  advan- 
tages as  a  maritime  city  were  the  work  of  the  Deity.  He 
was  aware  that  this  great  mart  had  swallowed  op  neari|y 
the  whole  oommerce  of  Philadelphia,  which  she  was  ena- 
bled to  do,  by  her  natnral  advantages— her  proximity  to 
the  sea,  &C.  and  he  regretted  for  her  sake  thatitwasaoi 
but  then  it  was  one  of  those  vrcissitud«s  in  the  history  of 
cities  and  nations  that  could  not  be  reached  by  l^islative 
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interfefcnce.  He  undentood  t1uit»  in  her  decaying  com- 
merce,'the  enterprise  and  public  ipirit  of  her  citixens 
were  dispbiyed«  in  endeavonng  to  suatain  her  by  manuCac- 
turea  \  and  Con|;rea8  had  pidied  bwa  in  aid  of  such  ettab- 
lishnient%  and  now  we  are  asked  to  wall  her  up  on  two 
ndefr-^trat  on  manufaeture%  and  then  on  commerce,  and 
gentlemen  teU  us,  by  way  of  inducement,  that  she  has 
paid  so  much  into  the  revenue  of  the  country — ^that,  in 
nis  opinion,  was  no  argument  (  it  was  not  Philadelphia, 
tliat  paid  it;  it  was  paid  every  where  throughout  the  Union i 
the  dtizens  of  JAissDuri  paid  their  part. 

If  we  once  commence  this  system  of  creating,  (said 
Mr.  B.>  where  will  it  end  ?  Would  not  similar  projecU 
be  asked  for,  along  the  whole  coast,  and  if  we  attempt  to 
take  the  work  out  of  the  hands  of  nature,  and  create  an 
artificial  harbor  in  the  sea  for  Philadelphia,  would  It  be 
reasonable  to  refuse  fike  attempU  to  others  when  asked  ? 
Gentlemen,  in  their  xeal  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  had 
cited  cases  in  Europe,  he  believed  Plymouth  in  England, 
and  Cherbourg  in  France ;  but  these  he  conceived  were 
merely  intended  for  annoyances  to  the  enemy,  and  here 
there  could  be  no  analogy  between  the  two  countries,  we 
had  no  enemies  on  our  border,  our  poticy  was  pacific.  In 
the  construction  of  this  project,  no  idea  could  be  formed 
of  the  vast  elpense  likely  to  be  incurred;  it  was  not 
like  building  on  terra  firmOf  but  was  a  work  carried  on  in 
the  open  sea,  besides  which  the  military  appropriation 
neceasaiy  to  be  kept  up  to  defend  it  when  made,  would 
be  an  additional  source  of  cost.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
whole  plan  of  creating  artificial  harbors^  ami  if  we  com* 
menced  now,  he  thought  it  would  be  the  germ  or  sprout 
from  which  a  system  would  arise  tliat  would  extend  it- 
self throughout  the  countnr.  * 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  said  Uiat  we  had  already  com-' 
menced,  and  had  finished  some  harbors  rendered  neces- 
sary for  protection  of  our  shipping,  where  nature  had  not 
been  propitious ;  and  instanced  Buffalo^  Presqu'  ile,  and 
others.  The  gentleman  asks,  said  Mr.  S.,  where  this 
system  is  to  end :  in  reply,  he  could  tell  him  where  there 
was  no  longer  a  necessity  for  these  artificial  aids.  Mr.  S. 
descanted  upon  the  utility  of  this  measure  to  an  extend- 
ed coast,  where  the  shipping  interest  of  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  Union  was  vitally  interested. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  sud,  that,  as  to  the  words  artificial 
harbor,  if  they  were  offensive  to  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  he  should  liave  no  objections  to  striking  them 
ottty  and  inserting  *< breakwater"  in  their  place.    Any 
thing  that  breaks  tlie  water,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  an  artificial 
harbor.    The  terms  in  this  case  are  synonjrmous  <  and 
all  tliat  was  intended,  was  to  erect  a  breakwater.    Whe- 
ther its  form  be  tliat  of  a  harbor  or  not,  is  immaterial. 
As  to  doing  what  God  or  Nature  had  not  done,  it  appear- 
ed to  be  of  little  force  against  the  project.    Tlie  same 
tiling  was  done  in  every  work,  for  saiety  or  convenience, 
where  Nature  offers  obstructions.    It  would  apply  to  the 
erection  of  light  houses,  the  excavation  of  canals,  and 
the  construction  of  roads.     So  it  might  be  said,  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  removal  of  snags  and  sawyers  from 
ilie  Mississippi,  were  doing  what  God  or  Nature  had  not 
done.    It  was  so  in  rehition  to  the  bill  fur  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Masde  Shoals.    Indeed,  it  would  apply  to 
every  appropriation  for  improvement.     So  for  s  s  the  sup- 
position went,  that  this  is  the  commencement  of  a  pfam, 
he  would  refer  to  an  act  passed  during  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  the  construction  of  a  pier  in  the 
harbor  of  Bridgewater,  in  Connecticut.     This  was  a 
breakwater,  constructed  twenty  yeau  ago,  and  the  con- 
stniotion  of  such  Vorks  had  been  continued  ever  since. 
One  bad  been  made  in  New  York,  another  in  New  Hamp- 
shiie— and  had  proved  of  great  utility.    In  1633  a  biU 
passed  for  tiie  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  harbor  of 
Bq^— 4n  ISSr,  for  the  removing  snags  and  sawyers 
ftom  the  OhiOi  for  deepening  the  channel  of  Pascrgoula 


river,  for  improving  the  navigation  of  Appalachicola. 
Nor  was  the  system  confined  to  the  seaboard,  but  had  ex- 
tended into  the  interior.  Oswego^  Buftklo,  and  Saco  river, 
in  Maine,  might  be  mentioned,  with  many  others— and  a 
propoi^tion  to  Improve  the  Pass  au  Heron  was  now  be- 
fore (^ongress.  All  these  were  works  which  God,  or 
Nature,  had  not  done.  These  works  were,  therefore,  not 
now  to  be  commenced.  Similar  appropriations  had  been 
made  whenever  the  improvement  was  practicable,  or  tiie 
Government  were  able  to  apply  the  money  to  such  pur- 
poses. He  did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  charm  in 
the  term  *' artificial  harbor,'*  and  was  willing  that  it 
should  be  strack  out  He  would  again  repeat,  that  it  was 
not  probable  the  President  would  onuse  the  partial  break- 
water ;  but  that  the  plan  of  Mr.  Strickland  would  be  fiX' 
ed  upon,  which  was  neariy  a  million  under  that  which  the 
committee  had  selected. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  wished  to  know  if  there  was  no 
point  at  which  they  should  be  able  to  stop  in  this  system. 
He  objected  to  the  amendment  It  left  the  whole  ques- 
tion out  of  the  discretion  of  Congress.  He  did  not  think 
the  information  upon  the  subject  so  full  as  it  ought  to  be. 
But,  when  the  work  was  once  began,  they  must  go  on, 
cost  what  it  might 

Mr.  WOODBURY  offered  a  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment, which,  having  been  accepted  by  Mr.  KANE,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to— and  the  question  being  tak- 
en on  engrossing  tiie  bill,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.    Barnard,    Barton,    Bateman,    Bell, 
Bouligny,  Dickerson,  Eston,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  Knight,  M'Lane,  Marks, 
Noble,  Parris,  Itobbinn,  Kuggles,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Ma-  • 
lyknd,  Webster,  Willcy,  Woodbury.— 24. 

NAYS-^Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  King,  M'Kinlev, 
Macon,  Rowan,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell, 
Thomas,  Tyler,  White.— 17. 

PRIVATE  LAND  TITLES. 


The  unfinished  business  of  yesterdav  was  taken  up, 
being  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  trisl  of  private  land 
claims  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  KING  obsenred,  that  he  sliould  to-morrow  report, 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elihu  Han  Bay,  and  others^  and,  as  the  claims  of 
tliese  individuals  were  those  contemplated  by  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Hatsb,]  he  would  suggfest  to  the  gentleman  the  propri- 
ety  of  withdrawing  his  amendment 

Mr.  HAYNE  observing  that  he  had  no  de8li*e  to  ob- 
struct the  progress  of  the  bill,  withdrew  the  amendment 
submitted  by  him  yesterday. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  add  to 
the  fourth  section,  the  words  '« except  the  States  of 
**  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,'*  so  as  to  exempt  those  States 
from  tiie  operation  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  ad- 
ding the  words  **and  Missouri,"  extending  the  same  ex- 
emption to  tliat  State. 

Messrs.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  and  BARTON, 
severally  supported  their  amendments. 

Messrs.  BERRIEN  and  SMITH,  of  «.  C  opposed  the 
adoption  of  these  amendments  at  considerable  length  ; 
and  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  rejoined. 

TaiTXSsAT,  MimcH  30, 1838. 
PIXING  A  DAY  POB  ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  take  up  tiie  rest^ution  rabmit. 
ted  sometime  since  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  fixing  a 
time  for  adjourning  stneA'e.  ..' 

Mr.  NOBLE  hoped  tiie  nwtion  would  not  prevail. 
There  was  a  great  mass  of  ^usinesa  which  had  not  yet 
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been  acted  upon.  He  believed  the  Ocncock  improve- 
ment had  not  yet  been  conaidered  »  neither  had  he  got 
hla  road  in  Indiana  yet.  He  therefore  hoped  they  should 
remain  in  session  until  theae  matters  were  settled. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  thought  a  time  ought  to 
be  fixed  upon  when  Congfesa  should  adjourn,  as  businefls 
was  always  despatched  much  more  promptly  when  it  was 
to  be  dene  within  a  given  period.  It  would  be  better  for 
the  nation  if  a  day  were  fixed  upon. 

Mr.  BIlANCll  supported  his  motion  by  a  few  remarks.. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  fixing 
the  time  of  adjournment.  He  wished  to  have  it  in  his 
powe>,  during  this  session,  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  plan  of  im- 
provement for  the  gentleman's  State,  (North  Carolina,) 
and  to  show  him  that  he  was  desirous  to  extend  the  bene- 
iiis  of  internal  or  external  improvement  to  every  part  of 
tlie  Union  where  it  was  needed.  He  saw  no  landmark,  by 
which  they  should  be  guided,  in  fixing  on  a  period  for  ad- 
journing. It  was  unnecessary,  as  it  would  be  inexpedi- 
ent, to  appoint  a  day,  and  be  obliged^  when  it  arrived,  to 
remove  It  to  a  more  distant  period.  He  saw  nothing  to 
go  by  but  a  large  docket,  daily  increasing,  which,  he 
tiiou^ht,  should,  in  one  way  or  another,  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  he  was  anxious  to  adjourn  and 
fgo  home  ;  but  he  was  also  desirous  that  Congress  should 
despatch  the  business  wh;ch  the  People  expects  from 
them.  He  thought  a  motion  of  this  kind  ougnt  to  origi- 
nate in  the  otlier  House.  The  Senate  could  transact,  in  a 
very  short  time,  business  which  would  reauire  a  long  dis- 
cu2>sion  in  the  other  House,  where  most  ol  it  was  originat- 
ed. If  the  Senate  passed  the  resolution,  it  would  go  to 
the  other  House,  where  it  would  lie  on  the  table,  and  de- 
lay acting  upon  it  as  long  as  they  saw  fit :  whereas,  if  it 
come  from  ihe  other  House  to  the  Senate,  they  could,  if 
they  pleased,  concur  in  it  at  once.  He  expressed  surprise 
that  Uiis  body  should  be  anxious  to  pass  this  resolution  in 
advance,  without  knowing  what  business  would  come  be- 
fore them,  or  how  soon  it  could  be  despatched*  The 
House  of  Representatives  had,  at  this  moment,  a  hill  be- 
fore them,  in  which  a  great  portion  of  the  coimtrv  was 
deeply  interested .  He  stood  here  to  pass  that  bill ,  should 
it  come  from  the  other  House  ;  and,  on  this  ground,  he 
hoped  t  he  resolution  would  be  rejected.  He  recollected, 
in  1823,  when  the  Tariff  Dill  was  under  discussion,  there 
were  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  Senate  who  were  ve- 
ry anxious  to  get  away — a  similar  resolution  had  been 
])assed  ;  and  tlie  bill  was  lost  because  there  was  not  time 
to  act  upon  it.  At  that  time,  the>eas  and  nays  were 
taken,  to  show  who  was,  and  who  was  not,  in  favour  'of 
spending  the  People's  money .  We  have,  said  Mr.  D.,  no 
previous  question  in  this  body  ;  and,  although  they  have, 
in  the  other  House,  they  seldom  make  use  of  it,  but  go  on 
regularly,  making  a  speech  a  day,  upon  the  bill  before 
them.  The  Senate  must  wait  their  motion.  Until  that 
important  measure  was  so  far  progressed  in  as  to  show  a 
prospect  of  a  decision  upon  it,  he  sliould  not  be  in  favor 
of  fixing  upon  a  time  for  adjournment.  He  came  from  a 
part  oF  the  country  vhich  was  deeply  interested  in  that 
measure  ;  and  he  was  free  to  say,  that  this  was  his  motive 
in  opposing  this  motion  until  there  was  some  prospect  of 
its  either  being  passed  or  rejected.  When  that  time 
came,  he  should  be  willing  to  talk  of  adiourning  :  for  he 
was  always  ready  to  go  home  when  the  business  did  not 
require  their  stay. 

Mr.  BRANCH  replied  to  Messrs.  DICKERSON  and 
HARRISON. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  he  was  perfectly  willing  that 
the  cluinnel  desired  by  the  People  of  North  Carolina 
should  be  cut,  and  that  they  should  be  set  afloat  •  And  if 
they  would  wait  patiently,  as  far  as  depended  on  Indiana, 
they  should  have  their  .wishes.  He  thought  they  had 
better  go  on  harmoniously  to  do  the  business  before  tlie 
Senate^  and  let  the  resolution  lay  quietify  on  the  table. 


Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  in  reply  to  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  BRANCH*  that  be  had  never  imagined  that  this 
session  of  Congress  would  pass  away  without  sotne  provi- 
sion for  tike  object  which  seemed  to  be  desired  by  North 
Carolina.  He  was  not  informed  upon  the  project  in  view  i 
but,  if  it  was  a  reasonable  one,  lie  should  do  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  it.  He  was  not  only  wming»  foutdesi* 
vous,  to  sliow  tliat  his  feelings  were  not  of  a  sectional 
kind  {  and  he  knew  it  was  the  wish  of  his  constituents, 
that  all  such  objects,  where  they  were  very  remotely  in- 
terested, or  where  they  were  not  interested  at  all,  should 
be  advanced,  and  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  BRANCH,  in  a  short  expUnation,  expressed  full 
confidence  in  the  liberality  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  the  phin  of 
fixir^gthe  time  of  adjovimment  by  the  passage  or  rejection 
of  the  tariff.  The  effect  of  fixing  upon  a  day  would  be 
that  of  doing  ten  times  the  business  that  would  other- 
wise be  done.  He  hoped  the  tariff  this  year  would 
net  be  similar  to  that  proposed  last  session  by  the  gentle- 
man firom  New  Jersey.  I  stood  by  that  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  J.,  at  the  time  the  tariff  of  18^  was  adopted,  and  I 
voted  for  it.  But  he  voted  against  that  produced  last 
year,  and  nailed  it,  like  base  money,  to  the  cotmter.  He 
was  against  it,  because  it  would  have  a  partial  operation  ; 
and  luckily,  the  3d  of  March  did  come,  and  laid  it  on  the 
table.  That  bill  was  like  a  two-edged  sword  :  for  it  cut 
two  ways  $  and  he  thanked  God  when  its  progress  was 
stopped  by  the  arrival  of  the  3d  of  March.  They  had  ne- 
ver seen  the  time  when  the  business  of  the  Senate  was  all 
disposed  of,  and  they  never  should  see  that  time,  unless 
they  would  determine  toclose  thehr  labors  at  a  certain 
period.  The  docket  had  bten  referred  to,  and  he  could 
assure  the  Senate  that  it  would  be  always  heavy  until 
some  limit  was  put  to  the  time  allowed  for  acting  upon  it. 
He  would,  if  he  had  his  own  way,  give  to  the  members  of 
Congress  a  round  sum  for  tlieir  services,  instead  of  a 
**  per  diem :  "  for  members  would  not  labor  under  the  lat- 
ter as  the  interests  of  the  countrjr  required.  He  meant 
no  reflections  upon  any  one  ;  but  it  was  humam  nattsre. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar}' bind,  was  understood  to  express  a 
wish  that  the  resolution  might  lie  upon  the  table ;  and  to 
say  that  he  considered  it  too  eariy  to  fix  upon  a  da^  for  ad- 
journment until  the  Senate  had  a  further  insight  mto  the 
business  before  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed,  that  far  the  greater  num- 
ber of  bills  acted  upon  by  Congress  ofigfinated  in  the  oth- 
er House.  And  wtien  he  was  a  member  of  that  body,  it 
appeared  to  him,  from  the  great  number  of  bills  origjna- 
tmg  there,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  motion  to  fix  a  time 
for  adjourning  had  better  begin  there.  He  agreed  in 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  so  fiir, 
that  if,  at  anjcarly  period  of  the  session,  a  day  could  be 
fixed,  it  would  have  a  good  effect  \  but  he  thought  no 
good  would  result  from  adopting  a  resolution  to  fix  upon 
a  day,  at  so  late  a  period.  He  believed  that,  two  years 
since,  one  hundred  private  bills  were  lost  in  the  Senate, 
because  the  day  was  fixed  upon  for  an  adjournment. 
Congress  would  not  sit  another  day,  and  many  honest 
men  were  disappointed  and  inconvenienced  by  the  cir- 
cumstance. He  entirely  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  that  it  was  too  early  now  to  pass  any  resolution 
on  this  head. 

Mr.  BENTON  considered  that  gentlemen  bad  no  right, 
on  this  question,  to  consult  their  own  private  feelings. 
They  remained  here  to  transact  the  pubfic  business,  and 
to  that  alone  their  attention  ought  to  be  turned.  Con- 
gress, it  was  well  knewn,  as  he  had  said  on  a  late  occa- 
siotit  was  the  local  legislature  for  a  great  part  of  the 
country  ;  and  bil]s»  in  relation  to  the  Public  Lands,  and 
the  new  States,  had  often  been  lost  because  Congress 
bad  not  time  to  act  upon  them.  He  was  willing  to  do  as 
mudi  towards  the  furtherance  of  the  btisinessas  any  one. 
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He  was  willinji^  to  meet  early,  jAX  late,  and  work  bard  : 
but  he  did  not  think  now  the  time  to  fix  upon  a  period 
for  acyoumment. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  BRANCH  was  rejected* 

PRiyATB  LAND  TITLES. 

The  nnfinished  buaincaa  of  yebterday  was  thpn  taken 
on,  beings  a  bill  to  provide  wt  the  trial  of  private  land 
claims  in  the  several  States  and  territories,  and  the  ques- 
tion beini^  put  on  the  modified  motion  to  amend,  of 
Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  to  exclude  the  SUtes  of 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  firomtlie  operations 
of  the  bill,  it  was  r^ected. 

The  bill  liaving  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments,  previoiislv  made,  agreed  to, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  renewed  his  motion  to 
amend,  by  inserting  the  words  <*  except  the  States  of 
Loninana  and  Mississippi «"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  BARTON  renewed  the  motion  nuule  by  him  yes- 
terday, by  adding  **  and  Missouri." 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding 
"Alabama." 

Mr.  COBB  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted,  and  tliat 
tlie  modon  on  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  ^would  be  recon* 
sidered.  It  was  time  to  stop  this  course,  if  it  was  ever  in- 
tended to  settle  these  claims.  If  the  State  of  Alabama 
was  to  be  excluded,  he  should  vote  sgainst  the  bill. 

Mr.  KINO  did  not  understand  the  gentleman,  when  he 
said  tliat  he  objected  to  leave  those  States  untouched, 
who  did  not  ask  for  an/  assistance.  He  thought  the  bill 
was  intended  to  adjust  unsettled  claims ;  not  to  unsettle 
all  those  claims  which  had  been  settled. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  he  had  no  such  designs  as  the  gen- 
tleman supposed.  The  Board  which  would  be  establish- 
ed by  this  bill  would  not  take  up  any  claims  already  set- 
Ued. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  \it  rose  to  ask  for  information. 
He  was  ignorant  of  the  exact  merits  of  the  claims.  He 
knew  that  there  were  such  claims,  and  they  ought  to 
be  settled  ;  but  as  to  the  manner,  he  was  not  entirely  sa- 
tisfied. >  He  understood  that  a  difiiculty  arose  in  the  ad- 
judication of  some  of  these  cUims  in  Louisiana,  firom  the 
fact,  that  the  Government  having  never  granted  the  lands, 
there  exists  no  adverse  claimant.  It  would  appear  that 
they  might  have  been. settled  by  Commissioners.  He 
saw,  however,  no  difiicttlty  in  causing^  suits  to  be  com- 
menced in  the  Superior  Courts  of  Plorids,  Louisiana,  and 
Missouri,  to  be  defended  in  each  by  the  officers  of  the 
United  States.  This  course  he  thought  preferable  to  the 
reference  of  these  claims  to  the  tribunal  contemptoted  by 
this  bill.  He  saw  difficulties  in  the  bill  -in  its  original 
form  {  but,  if  none  but  the  claims  in  Florida  remained,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  settled  by  local  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that  there  were  claims  proposed 
to  be  settled  by  this  bill  in  Illinois  and  Arkansas,  as  well 
as  the  other  States  and  Territories  that  had  been  named. 
The  committee  on  Private  I^and  Claims  had  ordered  him 
to  report  a  general  bill  f«>r  their  settlement.  Hitherto 
Commissioners  had  been  authorised  to  examine  and  de- 
<iide  upon  many  of  these  claims^-and  a  great  number  of 
their  decisions  had  been  confirmed  by  Congress.  These, 
it  was  not  designed  to  touch.  There  wa«  others  that 
had  never  been  reported  upon,  and  others  still,  which  had 
been  examined  anid  reported  on,  but  had  never  been  de- 
cided. From  the  turn  which  the  discussion  of  this  bill  had 
taken,  it  appeared  that  the  Senate  was  not  favorable  to 
the  passage  of  a  bill  so  extensive  in  iu  operations.  And 
if  its  provisions  were  confined  to  the  Territories  of  Flori- 
da and  Arkanass,  its  object  would  be  defeated,  and  the 
Committee  would  not  feel  authorised  to  press  it  before  the 
Senate;  If  he  eookl  not  advance  the  general  object  which 
he  had  in  vi6w,  then  there  were  claims  within  his  own  SUte 
lor  whicli  heahouldendcMror  to  make  pn>Tision«  by  bring- 


ing forward  a  measure  b^  which  the  same  Cornmissions 
establfahcd  in  Missour  might  be  extended  to  Florida  and. 
Arkansas.  He  should  at  an  eariier  period  have  made  such' 
a  proposition  {  but  knowing  that  a  general  bill  was  in 
contemplat:on,  he  thought  it  unnecessary. 

Mr.  WBBS^TEB  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  strike  out  this 
bill  at  once,  and  introduce  a  substitute. 

Mr.  BARTON  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  expla* 
nation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  grants  had  been  settled 
in  Missouri.  They  had  already  a  competent  tribunal,  and 
would  object  to  coming  to  Washington  for  the  settlement 
of  tbe  claims.  He  thought  the  suggestion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  ought  to  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  then  moved  a  substitute  to  the  bill, 
which  he  stated,  was  formed  from  a  bill  f6r  the  settlement 
of  claims  in  Florida,  which  had  sometime  since  been  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  law  of  Confess  by  which  the  trial 
of  claims  in  Missouri  was  established.  He  moved  th»t 
it  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed  $  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARTON  gave  notice,  that,  when  the  bill  came 
up,  he  would  move  to  amend  it  by  altering  the  provision 
in  relation  to  costs. 

F&IDAT,   BfjLBCK  21,   1828. 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  the  bill  for  the  orga- 
nization and  discipline  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States 
was  taken  up,  with  the  amendment  submitted  by 
Mr.  H  AYNE,  some  time  since,  to  strike  out  the  5th,  6th, 
7th,  8th,  and  9th  sections,  relating  to  the  classification  of 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  opposea  tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  HAYNE  repeated  the  views  offered  by  him  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  pressed  his  objections  to  the  classi- 
fication proposed  by  the  bill. 

A  brief  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  NO- 
BLE and  CHANDLEH,  when,  on  motion  of  the  former, 
the  bill  and  amendment  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NOBLE  then  offered  a  bill,  which  he  gave  notice 
that  he  would  hereafter  move  to  substitute  Sit  the  pre- 
sent bill. 

The  bill  firom  the  House,  to  authorize  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  frank  letters  and  packa- 
ges, was  read  a  second  time,  was  briefly  discussed  by 
Vessrs.  WEBSTER,  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  CHAND- 
LER, BELL,  VAN  BUREN,  and  TYLER,  ?  and  was,  on 
motion  of  tbe  latter,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MoxoAT,  Mabch  24,  1828. 
THE  FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  other  House,  gpvitingto 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  the  privilege 
of  franking  letters  and  packages,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  ofK^r.  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  original  resolution,  and  uisertihg  the 
following: 

♦•That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
shall  exercise  and  enjoy  the  same  privilege  of  franking 
Letters  and  papers,  as  is  by  law  granted  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  UnitedJ  States,  and  that  the  pririlege  of 
fiWiking  letters  and  papers^  exercised  and  enjoyed  by 
members  of  Congress,  within  the  limit  now  esUblished 
by  law,  shall  exist,  and  may  be  exercised  by  them,  at 
any  time  while  they  continue  to  be  members.^' 

Mr.  JOHNSON  supported  his  amendment  at  considera- 
ble length.  He  considered  that  the  privilege  of  Cranking 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  members  of  Congress  to  the 
fullest  extent.  Mueh  had  been  said  of  the  privileges  of 
members  of  Cong^ress,  but  he  thought  them  little  better 
that  beasts  of  burthen.  Th^  wene  separated  from  their 
families,  theur  business,  and  their  ft^encis  \  their  privilege 
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offiurmiiii^,  of  doctoring,  and  orUvyering*  wm  dettrojed 
by  their  CongresBional  duties.  It  was  said  that  the  ftank- 
in(f  privilege  eattended  only  to  docutnents,  but,  he  did  not 
think  sob  by  the  present  htw.  He  thought  it  hafd  that  they 
should  be  prevented  from  sending  little  pKsents  hooie  to 
their  lainilies.  These  might  be  plebeian  notions.  He  own- 
ed he  was  a  ]>ltbdan,  bom  of  plebeian  parents,  with  a  ple- 
beian education,  and  he  trusted  he  always  should  he  a  ple- 
beian. He  had  been  censured  at  home,  for  voting  for  the 
compensation  bill.  At  that  mme  time  he  also  voted  for  the 
extension  of  the  franking  privilege.  But  when  he  came 
to  talk  to  his  constituents,  and  explained  to  them  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  it  because  it  would  iacilitate  communica- 
tion with  them,  they  fell  in  with  his  views,  and  he 
believed  he  had  more  votes  on  account  of  it.  He  had 
voted  for  tlie  compensation  bill,  to  enable  members  of 
Congress  to  carry  their  heads  erect — ^heads  up— and  he 
was  not  ashamed  of  the  part  he  had  acted.  He  concluded 
with  some  remarks  in  relation  to  a  penknife  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  and  which,  under  circumstances,  (which 
the  reporter  could  not  comprehend)  expressed  his  wil- 
lingness that  it  should  be  used  against  his  own  bosom. 

Mr.  RU6GLES  thought  members  of  Congj^ss  fmght 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  privileges  extended  to  them. 
He  objected  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  seemed  to  think  that  they  ought 
to  have  the  privilege  of  corresponding  with  their  con- 
stituents during  the  whole  year.  If  sixty  days  before  the 
session,  and  sixty  days  after,  .were  not  enough  for  that 
gentleman,  they  were  for  him,  (Mr.  R.)  He  thought 
tnat,  when  a  member  returned  back  to  the  people,  he 
should  become  one  of  the  people  { and  he  knew  no  rea- 
son why  a  member  of  Congress  should  have  the  privi- 
lege of  franking,  more  than  any  of  his  neighbours,  dur- 
ing the  recess.  As  to  the  privilege  of  bending  presents 
to  their  wives  and  children,  he  did  not  think  it.  entered 
into  the  Congressional  duties  of  the  members.  The  gen- 
tleman also  supposed  that  the  refusal  of  this  privilege 
was  aristocratical,  while  he  (Mr.  R,)viewed  this  bill  as 
creating  an  aristocracy  in  the  members  of  Congress. 
He  was  derirous  of  consulting  the  interest  and  feelings 
of  the  people,  but  he  thought  this  resolution  would  not 
consult  either. 

Mr.  JOHKSOjN,  of  Ky.  said  he  rose  to  set  tlie  gentle- 
roan  right  as  to  facts,  llie  gentleman's  remarks  might 
givec^or  to  a  prejudice  which  was  abroad  among  the 
People,  a^ to  the  franking  system.  Mr.  J.,  wished  the 
genUeman  to  tell  him  whether  the  franking  privilege  had 
keen  confined  to  documents.  He  was  convinced  that  it 
had  not,  and  that  the  law  did  not  so  confine  it  There 
was  a  prejudice  abroad,  against  members  of  Congress,  in 
rdation  to  this  privilege,  which  the  remarks  df  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  would,  in  his  opinion,  aggravate.  For 
bimsetf,  he  always  had,  and  always  should,  under  the  pres- 
ent law,  ftenk  any  thing  he  pleased  whether  doctunents 
or  not. 

Mr.  MACON  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky and  himself  had  always  disagreed  on  this  head. 
He  did  not  believe  it  was  necessary  that  any  fhinking 
privilege  should  go  beyond  the  present  [Here  were 
some  observations  in  conclusion  of  Mr.  M.  which  the 
reporter  could  not  hesTb  ] 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of* 
feredby  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  K>.  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  33  to  16. 

The  question  then  fecurring  on  ordering  the  resolu- 
tion to  a  third  reading, 

Mr  TTLER  said,  that,  in  some  remarks  made  bv  him 
on  Friday,  he  had  intimated  that  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing  had  been  assumed  heretofete  by  the  Spdikeraf  the 
House,  thioughoot  the  year.  This  he  feund  wasnot 
the  ease,  and  he  rettmoted  that  aiippoMtion.  He  had 
found  that  it  had  only  been  exoreiMd  ouring  the  leasions. 


The  present  Speaker^who^  he  believed,  had  no  solicitude 
upon  the  matter,  had  refitted  to  use  the  privilege  to  tiie 
extent  used  by  the  former  Speakera,  from  a  belief  that 
the  law  did  not  authorise  him  to  do  so  and  this  having 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Post  Office  Committee  of 
the  other  House,  they  had  no  difficulty  in  reporting  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration.  By  tiie  law,  the 
▼ice  President  was  empowered  to  exercise  the  fraiUdng 
privilege,  while  his  situation  was  peilectiy  analogoufe  to 
that  of  the  Speaker  of  the  other  House.  It  was  true  that 
the  Vice  President  was  elected  to  provide  for  any 
contingency  by  winch  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  be  taken  away;  but,  in  the  absence  of  such  a 
contingency,  his  duties  were  in  all  respects  similar  to 
those  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativea. 
The  principle  on  which  the  grant  of  this  privilege  was  .. 
maintained,  was,  that,  when  an  individual  was  elevated  to 
a  high  station,  bis  correspondents  were  oonseqaentiy  in« 
creased;  and  it  became  neceasaiy  that  he  .should  eigoy 
the  right  of  franking.  So  fiilly  bad  this  principle  been 
acknowledged,  that  the  privilege  of  franking  was  ex- 
tended to  the  Ex-Prendents,  after  they  had  long  ceased 
to  fill  any  office  under  the  Government  The  gentle- 
man who  filled  tl|e  situation  of  Speaker  to  the  other 
House,  was  to  be  considered  a  man  of  high  character,  and 
worthy  of  being  entrusted  with  the  same  privileges  that 
had  formerly  been  enjoyed  bv  those  in  the  same  station. 
One  great  reason  why  the  right  of  franking  was  necessary 
to  him,  was,  that  he  was  the  organ  througfi  which  numer- 
ous petitions  were  presented,  which  woiud  otherwise  be  a 
great  burthen.  He  thought  that  a  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  extend  this  privilege  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  would  be  a  breach  of  etiquette,  and  destruc- 
tive of  the  harmony  which  ought  to  exist  between  the 
two  Houses. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  willing  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion In  any  shape  that  should  extend  the  privilege  of 
franking  to  the  Speaker  of  the^  House,  as  far  as  it  had 
been  before  enjoyed.    Further  he  did  not  wish  to  go. 

Ten  or  twelve  years  mnce,  a  law  was  passed  which  al- 
lowed the  Speaker  to  frank  packages,  without  regard  to 
the  weight-*which  remained  until  three  years  since* 
when  an  act  was  passed,  which  was  now  supposed  to 
have  repealed  the  powers  of  the  Speaker  in  this  respect. 
The  resolution  m>w  under  consideration  proposes  to  re- 
store that  power.  But  is  this  all  which  tt  proposes  ?  No. 
It  is  to  extend  this  privilege  through  the  whole  year. 
He  knew  no  reason  why  the  privilege  should  be  so  ex- 
tended in  the  case  of  the  Speakeri  more  tlian  in  that  of 
any  member  of  Congress.  And  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
those  members  who  had  been  for  years  Chairmen  of  some 
of  the  standing  committees,  required  that  privilege  equal- 
ly with  the  Speaker.  He  was  wiUmg  to  go  so  fiu*  as  to 
restore  the  act  which  was  repealed,  and  no  ftrther.  He 
then  moved  to  substitute  the  fbllewing  Isr  the  original 
resolution : 

•*  That  during  the  present,  and  eveiy  subsequ^pit  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  all  letters  and  packeta  to  and  from  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  Umparet  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  time  bdng,  shall 
be  received  and  conveyed  by  mail,  f^ee  of  poatap,  un- 
der the  same  restrictions  aa  are  provided  by  law,  with  re- 
spect to  letters  and  packets  to  and  fh>m  the  Tiee  Presi* 
dent  of  the  Uidted  States." 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment, but  was  opposed  to  tho  manner  in  wluch  it  had 
been  brought  forward.  By  the  reviaal  of  an  old  law 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  Ind,  by  accadent^  been  left 
out  or  itsptovisionsb  in  relation  to  tho  franking  privi- 
lege. Owmg  to  this  accident,  which  waa  not  disoovored 
by  the  Post  Office  Department,  tho  Speaker  had  gone 
on  to  frank  as  usual  t  hot,  aa  it  turned  oiM,  iUe^ly. 
llie  present  Speaker,  on  aaeuming  hi*  oAot^  turns  to 
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the  Uw»  and  finds  that  he  had  no  poweT  to  follow  hi  the 
steps  of  his  predecessors.  It  was  well  known,  that, 
where  the  Speaker  fhuiks  onoe  for  bimseU^  he  does  it 
one  hundred  times  for  the  members.  The  attention  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentattves  was  drawn  to  the  subject, 
and  tJiey  were  willing  to  place  the  Speaker  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  Vice  President  occupied  in  this  respect- 
not,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  proposes— to 
restrain  him  to  the  same  power  as  is  enjoyed  b^  the  mem- 
bers. The  difference  between  the  proposition  of  the 
resolution  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  MassachuseUs, 
did  not  seem  to  him  of  sumcient  importance  to  authorize 
the  rejection  of  a  proposition  for  placing  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  co-OKlina|e  branch  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  President  of  the  Senate.  It  would  be  a  breach 
of  courteqr  to  refuse  to  accede  to  this  proposition— a 
nide  and  undeserved  rebuff,  which  could  not  but  have 
a  tendency  to  interrupt  the  harmony  between  the  two 
Houses.  On  these  grounds  he  opposed  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  irom  Masnchusetts. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  it  was  extremely  painful  for  him 
to  be  neceflsitated  to  say  another  word.  But  he  thought 
it  extremely  ui\)ust  to  consider  the  amendment  as  a  re- 
buff, or  as  a  want  of  courtesy  towards  the  other  House. 
He  had  no  such  meaning  in  offering  the  amendment 
lliey  had  been  told  that  the  deprivation,  by  the  last  law 
pasted  upon  the  subject  of  the  Speaker,  of  the  privilege 
of  franking,  was  a  mistake,  and  that  it  was  proposed  to 
re-establish  the  ancient  provisions  of  the  law  in  that  re- 
spect. But,  by  looking  at  this  resolution  and  the  old  law, 
it  would  be  found  that  this  bill  did  not  re-esUblish  the 
ancient  law— on  the  contrary,  it  proposed  to  do  much 
more.  He  differed  with  the  gentleman  from  Yiiginia — 
and  thought  the  amendment  no  wa^  indicative  ofa  want 
of  courtesy  to  the  other  House,  as  it  merely  sought  to 
place  the  power  of  the  Speaker  on  its  former  footing. 
He  had  not  wished  to  say  another  word  on  the  subject, 
or  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  other  House.  No  man  would 
do  more  than  himself  to  contribute  to  the  facility  of  any 
officer  of  the  Government,  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties. 

Mr. VAN  BUREN  expressed  himself  briefly  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment.  He  spoke,  generally,  in  so  low  a 
tone,  that  the  Reporter  cannot  undertake  to  detail  his 
remarks.  He  was  understood  to  say,  that  he  thought 
the  object  to  be  effected  by  the  amendment  of  too  little 
importance  to  authorize  an  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
the  other  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  he  concurred 
with  the  gentlemen,  that  this  was  too  small  an  affair  to 
engage  seriously  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  If  the  bill 
was  pUced  on  the  ground  of  courtsey,  he  bad  nothing  to 
■ay  { but  he  mw  no  necessity  for  tlie  pasiage  of  the  bill. 
He  was  in  fiivor  of  extending  the  franking  privilege  to 
all  the  membeis  throughout  the  .year.  The  privdege, 
during  the  time  it  hsts,  is  ample.  The  Speaker,  mm  mem- 
ber ofthe  body,  enjoys  this  privilege.  No  former  Spca* 
ker  of  that  House  has  ever  enjoyed  the  privilege  auced 
in  this  bill  \  and  what  occasion  is  there  now  for  extending 
it  ?  The  Speaker  now  exercises  all  the  right  which  was 
formerty  ei^joyed  under  the  law  (which  was  repealed,)  of 
franking  every  thing  of  a  mMU  ehanuter^  or  on  fntbUc  bn$- 
rinem.  Mr.  J.  said,  we  nave  the  riglit  to  frank  public 
documents  now;  and,  if  a  member  received  papers  upon 
public  buriness,  they  are  in  the  nature  of  public  doco- 
aemts,  and  come  free.  He  said  the  member  had  only  to 
infiMm  the  Postaaster  at  this  pUee,  that  the  package 
was  of  a  public  character,and  the  postage  was  dischar^pedi 
he  had  himself  received  a  memorial  and  documents,  to 
be  preiented  to  the  Senate,  which  were  charged  at  eight 
doAkfs  postage  4  but,  upon  giving  the  ii^rmation  to  the 
Postmaster,  it  was  discharged— that  1%  the  frank  txUnd' 
BdhU.    This  was  the  true  construction  of  the  Uw.   No 


member  ought  to  enjoy  the  right  of  frankinr  beyond  two 
ounces,except  in  the  traoamisiion  of  public  documents,  or 
of  papers  relatiiig  to  his  public  duties.  Mr.  J.  said,  he 
was  confident  that  nMther  the  Speaker,  nor  any  member, 
paid  postage  on  any  papers  relatin||^  to  official  business. 
The  limitation  on  the  right  of  franking,  (o  the  official  na- 
ture of  ihe  packets,  was  very  proper,  but  he  thought 
there  ought  to  be  no  liaoitation  as  to  the  time  it  should 
run  throughout  the  year. 

»lr.  SMITH,  of  Maryhuid,  said,  that  the  gentleman 
fitHn  Louisiana  was  perfectly  correct  in  his  statement, 
as  to  the  privilege  of  members.  Ue  had  fbrmeriy  re- 
ceived a  very  large  docunsent,  beyond  the  wmght  allowed 
by  the  law;  and  on  writing  to  the  Post  Blaster  General, 
stating  that  it  contained  a  public  document,  it  was  franked 
by  him ;  and  he  [Mr.  Siora,!  had  done  so  ever  rince. 
He  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  passing  this  acts  as  he 
considered  that  all  members  of  Conjpress  had  it  in  their 
power  to  frank  as  much  as  their  duties  required. 

Mr.  MACON  thought,  the  gentleman  from  Louknana 
in  error.  Members  were  allowed  to  frank  only  to  the 
weiglit  of  two  ounces.  He  was  willing  to  pve  the  Speaker 
the  power  of  franking,  while  Congress  was  m  sesuon— 
but  no  farther. 

Mr.  UAYNE  would  trouble  the  Senate  with  but  a 
few  words.    The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  seemed 
to  suppose  thst  the  object  of  this  resolution  was  to  re- 
establish the  former  law.    That  gentleman  might  have 
means  of  knowledge,  which  he(M.  H.]did  not  possessi 
but  be  certainly  saw  nothing  in  the  resolution  which 
admitted  such  a  supposition.    He  could  look  for  the 
intentions  of  the  House,  to    no   otlier   source   but  the 
resolution  itselfi  and  there  he  found  no  suoh  intention, 
as  the  gentleman  had  presumed,  to  exist.    It  was  propos- 
ed by  the  resohition,  that  the  presiding  officer  of  th« 
House  of  Representatives  should  have  the  same  privilege 
of  franking  letters  and  packages,  as  was  enjoyed  by  the 
Vice  President    It  might  be  said,  that  the  office  of  the 
Vice  President  was  peculiar,  because  he  was  elected  to 
fill  the  pbMseof  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  in 
case  of  nis  removal  by  death;  but  while  he  was  acting  in 
no  other  ca|iacity,  than  that  of  presiding  officer  ofthe 
Senate,  hb  situation  was  similar  to  that  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Reptesentatives.    In  regard  to  franking 
for  members,  their  functions  had  no  point  of  difference. 
The  House  befieved  that  the  Speaker  ought  to  have  the 
same  pririlege  as  the  Vice  President;  and  could  it  be 
supposed  that  the  House  would  object,  if  it  were  th% 
desire  of  the  Senate  to  place  its  President  pro  tempore^ 
on  the  same^  footing  in  this  respect?  The  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  puts  his  objection  upon  the  ground,  that 
the  restriction  as  to  weight  is  not  practically  observed  at 
all.  If  it  was  not^  it  was  certain  that  it  ought  to  be,  if  any 
law  was  entitled  to'observance.  The  gentleman  fhim  Mas- 
sachusetts thinks  that  it  would  not  be  a  want  of  courtesy 
to  send  this  resolution  back  to  the  House.    The  decla- 
ration that  such  wss  his  opinion,  was  for  him,  a  disclaim- 
er of  any  such  design.    But,  said  Mr.  H.  for  myself  I  do 
think  it  would  be  a  want  of  courtesy  to  refuse  to  accede 
to  a  matter  of  so  littie  real  importance.    He  said  so  litUc 
importance.    It  certainly  would  be  so,  if  adopted;  but, 
if  It  were  rejected,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance: because  it  vould  tend  to  inter^ipt  the  cordiality 
with  which  the  two  Houses  ought  to  act  together. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that,  when  this  subject  was 
brought  up  00  Friday,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 


Speaker  ofthe  House  ought  not  to  eiyoy  the  privilege 
or  franking  throughout  the  year.  But,  on  further  reflec- 
tion, he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  presiding  officer  of 
theotherHouse  should  not  eiuoy  the  same  extent  of 
privilege  granted  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked.  Uiat  ho  disliked  to  be  mis- 
represented.    He  had  not  presuiaod  that  thc^resolutioii 
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from  the  other  House  intended  a  repeal  of  the  former 
law— but  a  restoration  of  the  privilege  to  the  Speaker, 
which  he  formerly  enjoyed.  He  would  remark  that  al* 
thougfh  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said  that 
the  intention  of  the  resolution  was  to  place  the  Speak- 
er on  the  same  footing  as  the  Vice  President,  it  did 
not  contain  one  word  m  relation  to  the  power  of  the 
Vice  President.  The  resolution  gave  an  unlimited 
power  to  the  Speaker  through  the  whole  year.  His  [Mr. 
Ws]  wish  was  to  restrict  it  to  the  same  limits  to  which 
it  was  confined  by  the  former  law. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tlie  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  WEBSTER,  and  negatived,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

TuasDAT,  Makcb  35,  1828. 
REUNQUISHMENT  OF  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  16th  section  of  lands  for  tiie  use  of 
schools,  in  the  State  of  Alabami,  where  the>  should  be 
found  barren  and  unproductive,  was  taken  up,  and  hav- 
ing been  explained  by  Mr.  KING, 

Mr.  BARTON  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  a 
bill  had  been  passed  at  a  former  session,  allowing  the  State 
of  Alabama  to  sell  these  16th  sections  and  mvest  the 
proceeds  in  other  funds,  and  that  this  bill  would  derange 
that  plan  altog>ether.  He  thought  the  Government  had 
done  enough  in  this  matter,  in  allowing  the  State  to  sell 
these  lands  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  some  productive 
fund.  This  was  the  first  application  of  a  State  to  be  al- 
lowed to  exchange  the  sections  allotted  to  schools,  (whe- 
ther good  or  bad,)  for  other  lands  which  are  good,  and  he 
thought  this  the  proper  time  to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  sys- 
tem. He  should  rather  adopt  the  plan  of  the  ^ntleman 
from  Indiana,  however  he  might  differ  with  him  in  his 
Constitutional  opinions.  He  would  rather  ^ve  up  the 
whole  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States,  than  go  on,  step 
by  step,  as  Congress  would  be  obliged  to  do  S  they  be- 
gan with  this  biU.  The  sixteenth  section  was  set  apart 
by  Government  as  a  boon  which  was  consistent  with  its  po- 
licy to  give  to  the  new  States,  for  the  encouragement  of 
education. 

Mr.  KING  expressed  surprise  at  the  remarks  of  the*gen- 
tleman  from  Missouri  $  and  could  not  conceive  bow  the 
grant  of  the  sixteenth  section  could  be  considered  a  boon. 
The  effect  of  granting  this  section  to  the  townships  had 
b#en  to  accelerate  the  sale  of  the  contiguous  lands.  But 
it  was,  without  a  doubt,  intended  that  this  60011,  as  the 
gentleman  called  it,  should  be  useful  to  the  towns  to  which 
it  was  given.  If  the  object  of  the  gfrant  had,  in  many  ca- 
ses, been  defeated  by  the  unproductiveness  of  the  lands, 
he  thought  nothing  could  be  more  just  than  to  allow  them 
to  exchange  them  for  those  of  a  better  character,  although 
not  considered  worth  the  minimum  price.  In  the  State 
of  Alabama,  there  was  more  sterile  land  than  in  any  other 
of  the  Western  States  ;  andf  in  the  townships  where  the 
sixteenth  section  was  totally  unproductive,  schools  were 
more  wanted  than  in  the  fertile  townships,  because  the 
large  plantations,  covering  a  great  extent  of  land,  but  with 
a  white  population,  were  situated  in  the  latter,  while  the 
poorer  class  of  People  settled  on  the  farmer.  Thus,  in 
the  poor  townships,  the  population  was  much  larger,  and 
the  want  of  schools  greater  in  proportion.  He  could  not 
perceive  how  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  had  brought 
the  subject  of  the  graduation  of  the  Public  Lands  to  bear 
upon  this  question,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  It.  He 
did  not  think  the  land  system  would  be  in  any  way  inter- 
fered with  by  pa:ising  t^is  bill.  If  other  States  were  sim- 
ilarly rituated,  they  would  probably  ask  for  the  same  pri- 
vilege. He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  would  not 
have  influenced  the  Senate  to  refuse  thi^  request  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  which  extended  only  to  those  sections 


which,  by  their  sterility,  defeated  the  design  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  granting  them. 

Mr.  BARTON  rose  to  reply  to  one  point  only  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  jB^ntleman  from  Alabama.  It  was,  that  the 
fund  from  which  the  lands  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  the 
barren  sections  would  not  bring  the  minimum  price — 
which  was  a  favourite  idea  put  forth  on  all  occanons 
where  a  grant  of  public  land  was  wanted.  It  was  an  in- 
correct supposition  that  all  the  land  which  would  not 
bring  the  minimum  price  was  inferior  land.  It  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  all  the  lands  of  the  public  domain  could 
be  sold  in  market  Jt  could  not  be  done;  and  the  Govern- 
ment might  as  well  suppose  that  they  could  cover  those 
lands  by  their  simple,^,  as  that  the  whole  could  be  dis- 
posed of  at  theminimum  price.  And  this  was  the  true  rea- 
son why  a  minimum  price  was  needed  at  all.  The  State  of 
Alabama  had  no  reason  to  complain  if  the  United  States 
should  adhere  to  the  compact.  Other  States  had  also 
found  their  school  lands,  in  some  instances,  unproductive  ; 
but  they  had  not  asked  for  an  exchange. 

Bir.  He  KINLEY  said,  that  there  was  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  land  in  Alabama  which,  from  its  sterility,  was 
entirely  useless-  Yet  those  parts  of  the  State  which  were 
most  barren  possessed  the  most  dense  population.  They 
needed  this  provision  more  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
population,  because  they  were  generally  poor,  and  not 
able  to  obtain  the  means  of  educating  their  children.  If 
this  grant  of  the  sixteenth  section  *of  land  for  schools  was 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  lottery,  in  which  blanks  and  prizes 
were  to  be  drawn  by  chance,  the  land  grants  for  the  purpo- 
ses of  education  ought  not  to  remain  as  they  were.  At 
present,  some  derived  a  benefit  from  it,  and  some  derived 
none.  The  object  had  in  view  by  the  Government,  in 
granting  it,  was  doubtless  to  extend  the  benefit  of  educa- 
tion to  every  quarter  of  the  country.  But,  in  many  instan- 
ces, this  object  had  entirely  failed.  The  sixteenth  section 
was  fixed  upon  because  it  was  nearest  to  the  centre  of  the 
townships,  and  the  quality  of  those  sections  was  mere 
matter  of  chance.  That  a  needy  portion  of  the  settlers  in 
any  of  the  States  should  be  exposed  in  this  manner  to  a 
chance  that  the  provinon  made  for  them  should  ftul  altoge- 
ther, seemed  to  him  very  unreasonable.  It  was  also  unrea- 
sonable to  refiise  to  grant  to  the  People  an  equality  in  re- 
spect to  tlieir  school  lands,  that  one  township  might  enjoy 
the  same  benefit  from  the  system  that  was  enjoyed  by  others, 
unless,  as  he  had  said  before^  the  principle  of  a  lottery 
were  adoped.  The  ailment  did  not  apply  exclusively  to 
Akbama,  but  was  also  applicable  to  other  States.  And  be- 
cause Alabama  was  the  nrst  to  apply  for  this  privilege,  that 
afforded  no  reason  for  its  rejection.  He  apprehended  that 
there  was  no  danger  that  the  bill  would  make  any  inroads 
upon  the  present  land  system  ;  while  it  was  an  object  of 
great  desire  to  the  People  of  Alabama. 

Mr.C  HANDLER  thought  there  would  be  danger  in  mak- 
ing the  exchange,  from  the  precedent  which  would  arise 
from  it.  It  was  never  supposed  that  Cdngress  intended  to 
enter  into  the  minute  merits  of  the  matter,  and  make  the 
grant  exactly  equal  to  all  the  townships.  If  this  privilege 
was  granted  to  one  State,  it  must  be  to  another.  He  there- 
fore thought  it  better  that  it  should  remain  as  it  was. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  engrossing  the  biU  fur 
a  third  reading,  it  was  decicied  in  Uie  ne^gative,  :32  to  18. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  final  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  expfauned  the  objects  and  effects  of 
the  substitute  offered  by  him  on  Thursdav  Ust,  in  place 
of  the  original  bill,  and  offered  an  amendment,  the  pre- 
cise purport  of  which  our  reporter  could  not  ascertain  1 
which  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  HAYNE  obieired,  that  hit  colleague  (Mr.  Smith« 
of  South  Carolina)  was  not  present,  and  he  knew  that  he 
was  unable  to  appear  in  his  ^seat,  from  indisposition.  He 
also  knew  that  he  took  an  interest  in  the  bill,  and  Would 
suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Georgia  the  postponement  Of 
the  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  would  not  press  the  bill  on  the 
present  occasion,  but  that  the  colleague  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  himself^  entirely  coincided  upon 
this  measure.  II  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would 
point  out  any  particular  in  which  he  conceived  his  col- 
league would  disagree  with  him,  in  the  provimons  of  the 
bill,  or  amendment,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  with  pleasure 
post  pone 'it. 

Mr.  BARTON  made  some  remarks  in  favour  of  the  bill 
in  its  present  form.  He  considered  the  plan  proposed  for 
the  settlement  of  cUims  in  Florida,  which  was  similar  to 
that  adopted  for  Missouri,  and  which  proposed  that  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  the  Territory  should  adjudicate  upon  them, 
subject  to  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  would  lead  to  a 
satisfactory  adjustment. 

Mr.  HAYNE  asked  whether  the  larger  claims  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that  most  of  the  large  claims  were 
included  in  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  the  titles 
would  be  settled  by  the  Comm'tssion  provided  for  In  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that,  if  such  was  the  desi^  of  the 
bill,  he  must  oppose  it.    There  were  some  claims  which 
were  too  large  to  be  subjected  to  a  judicial  tribunaL     All 
the  Government  was  bound  to  do,  was  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  decide  upon  the  titles.     He  thought  they  were 
of  too  great  importance,  extending,  as  in  some  instances, 
to  upwards  of  a  million  of  acres,  to  be  finally  settled  by  a 
judicial  tribunal.     If  the  Senator  from  Georgia  would  mo- 
dify his  bill,  so  as  to  exclude  from  its  provisions  these  large 
grants,  he  should  willingly  vote  for  it ;  but  not  otherwise. 
Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked,  that  he  was  perfectly  willing 
the  Senate  should  decide  this  question  now.     He  read  the 
proviso  in  the  bill,  of  which  he  observed,  that  he  thought 
it  rendered  the  bill  sufficiently  guarded.     The  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  went  to  hmit  tlie 
tribunal  to  the  decision  of  the  small  claims  in  Florida,  and 
to  restrict  it  from  the  right  which  it  exercised  in  Missouri, 
and  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  large  claims.    He  would 
ask  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  if  it  would  be  justice 
to  the  People  of  Florida,  to  grant  to  them  a  partial  tribu 
nal,  curtailed  of  the  powers  exercised  by  it  in  Missouri  r 
"What  then  whs  the  object  of  the  gentleman's  proposition? 
To  appoint  Commissioners  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  large  claims,  for  the  confirmation  of  Congress.     But 
this  had  already  been  done,  and  Congress  had  refused  to 
confirm  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioners.    With  the 
security  which  this  bill  afforded,  providing  for  an  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  good  ground  for  excluding  the  larger 
claims.     It  was  reserved  for  the  Supreme  Court  to  correct 
any  errors  that  might  occur  in  the  decisions  of  the  local 
tribunal.       He  would  repeat  the  question,  whether    it 
would  be  just  to  refuse  to  Florida  the  same  kind  of  trial, 
to  those  claims  within  her  limits,  which  was  gmnted  to 
Missouri.     He  would  say  no  more,  not  believing  that  it 
.was^necessary  tooccupy  the  time  of  the^Senate  on  a  matter, 
'which,  to  him,  appeai-ed  so  plain. 

Mc  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  the  principle  which 
he  had  laid  down.  This  Government  had  bound  itself  by 
treaties, -to  confirm  the  titles  of  the  claimants  of  these 
lands,  when  once  fixed.  It  had  bound  itself  to  ad^udi 
cate  upon  those  titles.  Congress  could  only  surrender 
thecUim  of  the  United  States,  when  the  title  of  the  clai- 
mants was  established  ;  and  if  Congress  refused  to  do  this, 
it  held  these  claims  in  suspense,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
Vol.  lV-^1 


indivtduab  concerned.    When  the  countiy  was  pledged 
toreg^ard  the  rights  of  those  claimants,  could  it  ask  them 
to  prosecute  their  claims  :  and  was  it  not  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  bring  the  settlement  to  a  speedy  issue?  In 
the'  State  which  he  represented,  they  had  been  often  refus- 
ed a  settlement.     l¥hen  they  were  brought  up  beibre 
Congress,  they  could  not  decide  upon  them— yet  they 
would  not  allow  them  to  be~^determined  by  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, because  they  were  too  important.    Congress  could 
not  form  a  decision  upon  them,  because  the  members 
were  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  States  in 
which  the  lands  were  situated^nd  was  unwilling  to  sub- 
mit them  to  a  judicial  tribunal  because  they  were  of  such 
great  value.     Thus  those  claims  might  be  held  in  suspense 
forever.    The  words  of  the  Treaty  were  that  Congress 
would  adjudicate  on  the  titles.     Under  this  agreement, 
the  People  of  those  States  did  not  think,  when  the  United 
States  took  possession  of  the  country,  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  hold  the  lands  in  their  own  hands,  and  dis- 
pute their  titles.  It  was  never  anticipated  that  these  titles 
would  be  decided  upon  by  a  tribunal  like  this  (Congress.) 
Gentlemen  must  see  the  difficulty  of  deciding  upon  these 
questions  in  Confess,  from  the  ignorance  of  the  members, 
of  the  localities  and  laws  of  the  Territory  in  which  the  lands 
lie,  and  the  difficulty  of  bringing  the  facts  before  Congress. 
Besides,  when  these  claimants  came  here,  they  were  load- 
ed with  such  a  cloud  of  suspicion,  and  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers were  so  filled  with  prejudice,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
obtain  any  decision  upon  them.     He  had  endeavoured  to 
obtain  their  settlement,  by  every  method  of  adjudication  ; 
but  in  vain.     The  present  bill  seemed    to  oiter  to  cer- 
tain classes  of  daims  a  competent  tribunal  for  their  settle- 
ment.    But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  snys,  he  is 
fearful  of  trusting  them  to  Courts  of  Justice.     What  was 
the  reason?    It  must  be  that  he  supposed  there  was  some 
legal  defection  in  the  subject  itself.     As  to  the  amount* 
that  did  not  seem  to  be  sufficient  reason  for  the  objec- 
tion.    Cases,  involving  larger  amounts,  were  trusted  to 
the  Courts  every  day — for,  although   as  the  gentleman 
says,  the  amount  of  lands  is  very  great,  yet  the  amount 
of  their  value  was  less  than  was  imagined.     They  con- 
sisted of  large  tracU  of  unsettled  lands,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  which  the  States  were  very  anxious — ^and  they  . 
were  as  much  interested  in  their  settlement,  as  the  indi- 
vidual claimants.     But,  upon  these  subjects,  it  was  im- 
possible that  a  body  of  230  members,    like  the  other 
House,  or  even  the  Senate,  could  ever  understand,  tho- 
roughly, a  legal  title  of  so  much  intricacy,  as  that  to  these 
lands  was,  in  many  eases.     The  different  claims  were  to 
be  established  by  different  facts  and  on  different  princi- 
pies.     In  some  cases  they  were  decided  by  the  quantity 
of  land;  in  some  by  the  location?  in  some  by  the  time  at 
which  they  were  granted.    Several  important  and  intri- 
cate questions  of  local  law  were  presented  by  them  for 
discussion  and  settlement,  rendering  them  unfit  subjeeU 
for  the  deliberations  of  Congress.     On  the  other  hand  the 
lawyers  of  those  States,  in  wliich  these  questions  arise, 
have  had  their  miods  bent  upon  them  for  twenty  years, 
and  their  ad  judication  would  be  much  more  satisfactory 
in  the  sections  of  country  in  which  they  arise.     A  delay  ^ 
of  the  adjustment  of  these  claims  was  creating  increased^ 
embarrassment  and  confusion,  as  individuals  would  settle 
upon  the  lands  in  their  present  dubious  situation,  and 
cause  much  future  annoyance  to  the  rightful  owner.     He 
was  convinced  that,  as  long  as  the  settlement  of  these 
claims  depended  upon  Commissioners,  and  the  delibera- 
tions of   Congress,   the  delay  would   be  interminable. 
He  knew  no  reason  why  a  distinction  such  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  contemplated,  should  be  made 
between   the  large  and  the  small  claims.      ITie    small 
claims,  he  thought,  were  grounded  upon  the  same  pnnci- 
pie  as  though  they  amounted  to  milhons.    There  was 
smother  ground  upon  which  this  settlement  might  be  ur- 
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ged.  Most  of  the  origiiud  clainuuito  were  dead,  and  their 
heirs  were  minor  ebildren,  in  some  instances,  with  no 
other  property  than  their  claim  to  land.  It  was  very  desi- 
rable that  they  sliould  have  a  speedy  decision.  Their 
fathers  had  asked  for  it  for  twenty  years,  by  every  me 
thod,  by  Commissions,  by  Courts  of  Justice,  by  Conrre^p, 
and  yet  their  claims  were  undecided.  He  hoped  that 
this  delay  would  end  here  ;  and  that  the  bill  might  pass. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  words  placing  the  duty  of  i^peal  in  the 
hands  of  the  District  Attorney. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  sud,  that  the  Senator  from  New  York 
would  perceive,  that,  by  the  6th  section,  the  claims 
wei*e  to  be  tried  by  the  same  tribunal  as  had  been  estab- 
lished in  Missouri.  The  District  Attorney  was  directed 
tu  transmit  to  the  Attorney  General  a  statement  of  the 
facts  of  each  case,  and  the  points  of  law  on  which  it  was 
decided.  The  intention  was  to  give  to  the  United  SUtes 
every  possible  guard  ;  and  it  waa  thought  that  no  grea- 
ter guard  could  be  given  than  by  submitting  the  poiiiU 
ot  law  to  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  that  he  was  not  entirely  satis, 
fioil.  Tlie  original  bill  gave  the  right  of  appeal,  and 
in  some  cases  made  it  imperative.  He  thought  the  pre- 
sent  bill)  in  its  ^neral  features,  bore  promise  of  being 
eflcciual  in  attaining  its  obiect,  and  he  was,  therefore, 
favorable  to  it.  But,  he  wished  that  it  might  be  made 
imperative  to  refer  all  cases  over  a  certain  amount,  say 
10,000  acres,  to  the  Supreme  Court.  He  did  not  wish 
tu  delay  the  bill,  and  hoped  it  might  now  be  amended  in 
this  maimer. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  made  a  propositioo  to 
amend  the  seventh  section,  but  withdrew  it  in  fiiTOur  of 
an  amendment  offered  to  tlie  same  section,  by 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  the  District  in  which  suiU  may  be 
prosecuted,  wherever  they  exceed  1000  acres— in  case  the 
decislun  is  adverse  to  the  United  States— to  make  eut 
and  transmit  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  the  points  of  law 
on  which  it  was  decided,  to  the  Attorney  General,  and 
if  it  should  be  his  opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  was  erroneous,  it  shall  be  his  dutv  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  i  and 
it  shall  be  thetiuty  of  the  District  Attorney  to  observe  the 
directions  uf  the  Attorney  General. 

Bir.  EATON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  **  exceeding  1000  acres." 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  observed,  that  this  was  a  bill  of 
great  importance,  and  one  which,  he  was  happy  to  per- 
ceive, the  Senate  were  disposed  to  act  upon.  As  this 
subject  had  already  cost  the  Government  more  than  the 
advantage  which  they  should  ever  derive  from  it,  he 
would  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  that  the 
amendments  proposed,  and  the  object  of  the  bill,  might 
be  better  understood. 

His  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GRADUATION  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  for  the  gradua- 
tion of  the  priceA  of  Public  Lands  was  taken  up  $  the 
amendment  formerly  offered  by  Mr.  HENDRICKS  still 
pending- 
Mr.  BARTON  rose  and  said:  I  must  be  excused,  Mr. 
President,  for  not  changing  my  opinion  of  the  injurious 
operation  of  the  proposed  measure  upon  the  PubUc  gen- 
erally, as  well  as  tipou  my  constituents  particuUrly,  on 
account  of  tlie  array  of  petitions  in  &vour  of  the  bill, 
that  have  been  presented,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Se- 
nate, with  so  much  pomp  and  circumstance,  during  the 
present  session;  including  the  new  file  of  them  that  has 
been  held  in  reserve,  and  so  opportunely  announced  just 
now  when  I  was  about  to  rise  to  address  you.  I  have 
lung  since  determined  to  dbcharge  what  I  believe  to  be 


my  solemn  duty  upon  this  subject,  and  leave  to  mjr  con-  , 
stituents  the  exercise  of  their  right  to  send  another  in  my 
place  to  advocate  this  measure,  should  they  not  be  con- 
vinced that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  I  am  aware  that  I 
have  an  up>hill  task  in  the  beginning.  This  bill  has  been 
for  about  nve  years  pendin|^  before  the  Senate,  and  play- 
ing before  the  public  imagination,  in  the  Western 
States,  without  ever  having  been  brought  to  a  vote.  Not 
one  man  in  ten,  of  .the  honest  and  undesip^ing  part  of 
the  community  in  Missouri,  has  read,  examined,  and  un- 
derstood its  provisions  and  operation  upon  this  great  in- 
terest of  the  public  domain  of  the  Union.  All  have 
heard  of  it  $  and  raanv  have  received  a  general  confused 
idea  that  some  si^^al  advantage  to  them  is  proposed  by 
it.  They  have  viewed  it  as  men  too  «ften  view  distant 
objects  and  untried  schemes,  as  some  great  and  unpre- 
cedented good,  without  understanding  very  well  what 
would  be  their  actual  value  or  operation.  This  bill  has 
had  the  tendency  to  introduce  new  tests  in  the  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise  in  that  State  (  of  destroying  the 
distinction  between  qualification  for  office  and  the  want 
of  it ;  between  character  and  integrity  and  the  want  of 
them.  It  has  coiTupted  the  great  elective  franchise  of 
the  State,  and,  f  oi*  a  time,  destroyed  its  free  and  salutary 
exercise.  For  five  years  it  has  hung  like  an  impending 
guillotine  over  my  nec^,  and  I  now  call  upon  you  to 
strike  the  blow,or  take  away  your  apparatus.  Let  us  now 
have  a  final  vote  upon  the  proposition,  and  put  the  pub- 
lic mind  at  rest  upon  the  subject.  This  bill  contains  three 
principal,  though  not  independent  provisioiuk 

First.  Under  the  deceptive  title  and  profession  of  gradu- 
ating the  prices  of  lands  to  their  quality,  it  contains  a  mere 
scale  of  rapid  annual  depreciation  of  them,by  which  near 
one  hundred  millions  of  acres  now  in  market,  will  run 
down  in  three  years  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  to  the 
price  of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  all  other  public 
lands,  hereafter  put  in  market,  will  undergo  the  like  ra- 
pid annual  depreciation. 

Secondly.  After  the  graduated  depreciation  shall  liave 
been  some  time  in  operation,  it  proposes  a  restricted  and 
modified  plan  of  donations,  in  small  quantities,  to  actual 
settlers ;  and. 

Thirdly.  After  the  two  first  provisions  shall  have  been 
satisfied,  it  proposes  a  cession  of  the  residue  to  the  States 
in  whieh  it  lies.  These  tilings  are  all  to  be  completed 
within  five  years. 

By  the  first,  or  speculating  provision,  (I  call  it  so  in  re- 
ference to  tlie  effect  it  will  unavoidatfly  produce,)  by  the 
first  provision,  near  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  the 
public  lands  now  in  market,  excepting  the  small  pittance 
that  may  be  needed  and  purchased  by  the  migrating  cul- 
tivators of  the  aoil,  will  be  thrown,  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  into  the  hands  of  companies  of  speculators^  who  are 
now  waiting  to  receive  them.  All  other  portions  of  tlie 
public  lands  tliat  may  hereafter  be  put  in  market,  will 
undergo  a  like  operation.  How  much  land  will  the 
cultivktors  probably  need  in  three  years  }  Let  us  calcu- 
late the  fiiture  by  the  past. 

In  forty  years,  since  the  first  sales  of  public  lands  in 
New  York,  in  1787,  the  whole  migrating  population  of 
the  Union  have  purchased  only  about  19  millions  of  acres, 
in  all  the  new  States  and  Territories  where  the  United 
States  had  the  primary  disposal  of  the  «oil.  They  did 
not  need  half  so  much  for  agricultural  purposes ;  but  they 
have  appropriated  that  quantity.  If  then  40  years,  un- 
der the  great  impulses  given  to  the  spirit  of  migration  by 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  intervening  war  with  Eng- 
land, all  the  Indian  wars,  and  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  required  onlv  19  millioub  of  acres,  how  much 
would  three  years  probably  reqah>e  now,  when  this  whole 
nation  has  resolved  to  free  itself  from  a  dependence  on 
Europe  for  those  things  which  we  can  make  as  well  at 
home,  and  distribute  its  labur  among  other  branches  of 
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indastiy,  and  sources  of  wealth  and  independenoe,  as 
well  as  ag;riculture  ?  Probably  not  more  cian  two  mil- 
lions of  acres.  And  the  whole  vast  excess,  after  deduct- 
ing that  quantity  from  the  whole  quantity  in  market, 
mig^Iit  be  considered  as  decided  by  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
to  the  companies  of  capitalists  that  would  soon  form,  at 
35  cents  per  acre,  upon  four  years  credit,  as  an  engine 
to  enslave  your  posterity  in  the  character  of  sub  purcha- 
sers or  tenants.  And  so  of  all  portions  of  tlie  public  do- 
mun  to  be  brought  into  market  hereafter.  It  would  be 
decidedly  preferable  to  give  away  the  lands  to  such 
as  would  settle  them.  Gentlemen  tell  us  that  land 
■peculation  is  at  an  end.  That  all  have  failed'  who 
engaged  in  it.  But  they  omit  to  tell  us  the  reason  of 
that  fiilure.  It  was  because  the  public  land  system  held 
a  constant  check  upon  them.  When,  a  few  years  since, 
companies  of  capitalists,  under  the  credit  system,  made 
such  bold  strides  at  a  monopoly  of  the  good  soil  of  the 
countipr,  the  single  act  of  the  Government  in  reducing 
the  price,  and  changing  the  mode  of  selling  the  public 
lands,  dissipated  all  their  prospects,  and  brought  them  to 
sue  for  relief  from  their  bargains.  This  bill,  if  I  am  ca- 
pable of  foreseeing  its  effects,  will  resuscitate  the  frater- 
nity of  land  jobbers,  and  revive  the  scenes  that  once 
threatened  one  of  the  worst  species  of  subjugation  to  the 
operative  portion  oF  our  agricultural  citizens.  The  idea  of 
speculation,  to  an  extent  injurious  to  the  poorer  and  mid- 
dling classes  of  cultivators,  has  been  treated  as  a  phaa- 
tom.  To  show  you  the  true  character  and  dangerous 
power  of  this  phantom,  permit  me  to  read  to  you  an  ex- 
tract from  a  statement  of  the  former  Receiver  of  the  Land 
OfRce  at  Uuntsville  in  Alabama,  now  among  the  files  of 
the  Senate.  He  states,  "  That  at  the  sales  of  public 
lands  which  commenced  by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Febru- 
ary,  in  the  year  1818,  at  Uuntsville,  a  formidable  compa- 
ny appeared,  which  had  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  down  competition  amongst  attending  bidders,  and 
purchasing  the  most  valuable  lands  at  reduced  prices,  in- 
tending to  make  re-sale  and  divide  theprofits  of  the  spe- 
culation. It  is  needless  to  enter  into  detail  concerning  it. 
Its  nature,  strength,  means  and  mode  of  operation,  ren. 
dered  its  success  inevitable,  unless  it  should,  in  some 
manner,  be  countervailed.  Your  petitioner  was  at  that 
time  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  Uuntsville  district. 
Himself,  and  tlie  other  officers  of  Government,  and  Su- 
perintendants  of  the  sale,  were  solicited  to  join  the  asso- 
ciation and  participate  in  the  proceeds.  They  all  reject- 
ed the  proposition,  being  unwilling  to  engage  in  what 
they  viewed  as  an  abuse  of  the  trust  to  them  confided.'' 
Thus  we  have  seen  this  wily  spirit  of  speculation,  which 
has  lain  in  wait  for  the  fruits  of  the  laborer's  toil  from  the 
beginning, assume  a  bolder  mien,  and  marching  confidently 
up  to  ttie  official  sanctuaries  of  the  country,  attempt 
to  gain  them  to  its  purposes  by  direct  corruption.  It 
was  defeated,  in  the  end,  by  that  very  power  which  it  is 
now  persuading  to  lay  aside  its  armour  under  the  pretext 
that  it  is  at  peace — nay  even  that  it  is  dead  !  Sir,  I  believe 
not  in  this  feigned  death.  It  is  artfully  attempting  to  re- 
move the  only  real  obstacle  to  its  success.  I  mean  tlie 
control  of  the  public  domain,  not  by  a  few,  or  a  part  of 
the  owners,  but  by  the  whole  people  of  the  Union, 
through  their  National  Legisltture.  The  whole  histoiy  of 
your  vast  tracts  of  military  bounty  lands  in  the  west,  to 
which  I  shall  presently  advert  for  another  purpose,  ad- 
monishes  us  that  this  death  is  but  feigned,  and  that  thb 
spirit  of  speculation  cannot  succeed  while  we  bold  the 
protecting  shield  of  the  national  Und  system  over  our  cit- 
izens. Ailopt  aiiy  plan  by  which  the  lands  shall  become 
suddenly  private  property,  in  greater  quantities  tlian  is 
needed  for  cultivation,  and  the  proprietors  will  always 
find  means  to  rule  matters  to  their  own  advanUge,  in  the 
absence  of  the  countervailing  powers  of  the  Goyerament 


over  the  subject.  If  such  advantages  as  were  held  out  in 
1818,  when  hinds  were  selling  high,  induced  such  com- 
binations, what  may  we  not  expect,  should  such  vast  quan- 
tities, mdeed  the  greater  part  of  the  good  Unds  in  our 
new  States  and  Territories,  be  thus  suddenly  put  down  to 
25  cents  per  acre,  without  regard  to  the  existing  demand 
for  such  a  supply  ?    Indeed  it  has  become  an  axiom  with 

Rolitical  writers,  that  the  owners  of  the  property,c«pecial- 
/  the  real  property  of  the  country,  will  become  its  gov- 
emors.  It  has  even  become  a  proverb  that  all  govern, 
ments  are  made  for  the  rich:  and  the  resulta  which  I  have 
been  sketching  to  your  view  would  go  far  towards  reali- 
zing the  adage  in  this  country.  I  will  conchide  this 
branch  of  my  subject  with  ftn  expression  of  my  sincere  be- 
lief that  this  measure,  if  adopted  by  the  Government,  will 
establish  in  this  countfy  one  of  the  most  alarming  and  op- 
pressive  landed  aristocnctes  that  ever  afflicted  any.  To 
the  second  provision  of  the  bill,  in  favor  of  actual  set- 
tlers and  culuvators,  I  am  fnendly  «  and  will  demonstrate 
that  friendship  before  I  sit  down,  by  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  existing  land  laws  of  the  United  States  that 
will  secure  to  them  something  better  than  the  miserable 
refuse,  in  very  restricted  quantities,  after  this  colossal 
scheme  of  engrossment  shall  have  swept  over  the  land  { 
something  more  substantial  than  an  inviution  to  pick  up 
the  crumbs  after  the  speculators  shall  have  finished  tlieir 
gorgeous  feasts  upon  the  public  domain.  A  judicious 
plan  of  donations,  of  Uuids  that  have  remained  unsold  for 
given  periods  of  time,  may  be  adopted,  that  would  place 
the  agricultuial  portion  of  our  citizens  high  above  the  rank 
of  sub-purchasers  or  tenants,  and  pluck  up  by  the  roots  the 
whole  system  of  land  specttUtion,by  Ukingaway  the  pow- 
er, and  with  it  the  motive,  to  make  fortunes  by  re-selling, 
leaang,  or  renting,  the  monopolized  soil  of  the  country, 
and  at  the  same  ume  counteract  the  bounties  oflTered  for 
the  emigration  ofourcitizens,  by  the  neighboring  Span- 
ish American  and  British  American  Governments  upon 
this  continent,and  be  quite  consistent  with  all  the  objects 
to  which  our  national  domain  can  be  considered  as  pledg- 
ed. As  to  the  third  feature  of  the  bill,  proposing  cessions 
to  the  States,!  expressed  my  views  on  this  floor  two 
years  agot  and  both  subsequent  reflection,  and  the  con- 
curring opinions  of  some  of  the  ablest  and  eldest  nwm- 
bersof  this  body,  have  confirmed  roe  in  that  opinion. 
After  lowering  the  price  of  land  from  time  to  time,  as  cir- 
eumstaaces  may  require,  accompanied  by  some  judicious 
phin  of  donations  when  landls  have  been  in  market  a  giv- 
en term  of  years,  and  when  all  the  best  may  fairly  be  con- 
Bdered  as  di«JOsed  of,  as  well  for  the  purposes  of  meet- 
ing our  pecuniary  obligations,  as  for  the  higher  purposes 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  as  the  States  arrive  at  such  matu. 
rity  and  popuUtion  as  Ohio,  for  example,  now  has,  let  the 
wfiole  remainder  be  relinquished  to  the  States  m  which  it 
lies,  and  break  up  our  whole  estabhshment  of  land  officers 
and  offices  in  such  States  atthc  same  time,  without  at- 
temptmg  to  drain  revenue  fipom  refuse  lands  by  pursuing 
them  down  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Such  are  my 
general  views  of  this  subject;  and  for  the  promotion  of  ac- 
tual settlers,  and  the  popuktion  of  our  extensive  fronUers, 
I  will  go  as  fitf  as  the  best  fViend  of  this  biU.  But,  as  this 
bill  proposes  a  permanent  and  almost  total  change  in  the 
laws  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain,  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  turn  our  attention,  more  in  detail,  to  the  subject 
upon  which  it  is  to  ope«te,  and  see  what  is,  in  feet,  the 
situation  and  Importance  of  this  great  national  interest, 
our  public  lands.  Weallknow,  in  the  language  of  the  Pre- 
sident in  his  annual  message,that  -The  »cq«»*«**^JVl^;l"'' 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  Umon,  not  on^X »"  ^*; 
sure  but  in  blood,  marks  a  right  of  property  in  them 
equafiy  extensive."  We  all  know  o«.^  ^^F^  ""r>«  '^ 
bLd  upon  the  stipuUtion  that  the  ^»W  lands  of  the  west 
should  beacommoirpropertyafthe  people  of  ail  the  S^tes: 
and  that  thoM  fubSeqlienUy  acquired  were  purchased 
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with  the  common  treasure.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Kaits,)  who  addressed  you  a  few  days  ago,  under- 
took to  show  that  in  the  acquisition  and  disposal  of  the 
public  lands  we  had  made  a  losing  bargain  (  and  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  had  not  yet  defrayeid  the  original 
tost  A  remark  of  the  President  in  his  message  was  ad- 
verted to  and  commented  on  by  the  gentleman.  The 
President  has  hitherto  reccommended,  in  pursuance  of 
the  policy  of  his  predecessors  the  redemption  of  our  na- 
tional pledges  ot  the  public  lands  for  the  pavment  of  our 
liebts,  and  tlie  application  of  the  residue  to  the  great  pur- 
poses of  improving  the  country  we  inhabit  He  has»  in 
no  instance,  pointed  to  that  vast  fund,  Uie  public  domain, 
as  a  bribe  to  mdividual  cupidity, to  influence  their  votes  in 
the  approaching  Presidential  election  ;  but  seems  to  have 
resdved  first  to  du  his  duty,  and  let  popularity  follow,  if 
it  will.  In  touching  such  topics  he  incidentally  mentions, 
as  one  reason  for  discharging  our  trusts^  that  we  have 
paid  out  on  account  of  the  public  lands  thirty-three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  money.  For  the  purpose  for  which  he 
mentioned  it,  this  statement  is  perfectly  fiur.  But  when 
considering  the  real  original  cost,  we  must  remember 
that  there  are  three  millions  of  that  sum  -chaigeable  to 
another  account— to  the  expenses  of  surveying  188  mU- 
lions  of  acres,  and  selling  nineteen  millions^  leaving  thir- 
ty millions  of  dollars  as  the  original  cost.  For  that  sum 
what  have  we  acquired  ?  Including  the  purchases  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  the  Mississippi  stock,  the  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  titles,  and  all  other  forms  of  purchase, 
we  have  acquired  about  261  millions  of  acres  to  which 
the  Indian  title  is  extinct,  and  about  56  millions  still  sub- 
ject to  tlie  Indian  claim  s  making  about  317  millions  of 
acres,  lying  within  the  limits  of  our  organized  States  and 
Territories.  «West  and  North  of  our  organized  govern- 
ments we  have  acquired  about  750  millions  more,  subject 
mostly  to  the  claims  of  the  aboriginals,  making,  for  that 
sum,  the  total  quantity  of  upwards  of  one  thousand  mil. 
lions  of  acres.  Of  this  vast  domain,  securing  to  this  great 
people  the  means  of  elevating  to  the  proud  rank  of  firee- 
holders  the  present  generation,  and  their  posterity  for  ages 
to  come,  upon  eas^  terms,  as  our  increasing  population 
may  demand  the  soil, we  have  hitherto  sold  about  nineteen 
millions  of  acre8,producing  in  actual  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury.up  to  the  SOtli  June,1827,  ^4,874,488  63,  which  add- 
ed to  the  ouUUnding  land  debt,  that  may  be  conndered  sc- 
cure,  as  the  patent  will  not  issue  until  the  knd  is  paid  for, 
makes  the  toul  proceeds  about  forty  millions  of  doUars, 
after  deducting  all  relinquished  hinds  and  forfeitures,  be- 
sides twenty  odd  millions  of  acres  for  education,  militaiy 
bounties,^and  other  donations.  So  that,  viewing  our  pub- 
lic lands  m  their  most  cold  and  uninteresting  aspect,  as  a 
mere  source  of  pecuniary  revenue,  we  have  more  than 

i)aid  the  original  cost  with  only  nineteen  milhonsofit; 
eavmg  the  vast  excess  of  242  miUions  within  our  organ- 
wed  governments,  to  which  there  is  no  adverse  claim,  and 
896  miUions  (about  afljr-six  within  the  several  States  and 
Temtones)  mostly  subject  to  the  usufructuaty  claims  (for 
such  they  are  in  practice,)  of  the  rapidly  expiring  tribes 
of  the  naUves,  as  clear  gain,  in  the  bargaining  view  of  the 
subject  And  here  I  may  remark,  that,  the  single  &ct  that 
government  has  put  in  market,  and  generally  kept  there, 
of  late  yeaw,  about  one  hundred  millions  of  land,  for  the 
people  of  the  west  to  pick  and  choose,  not  only  accounts 
for  the  proceeds  averaging  litUe  more  than  the  minimum 
pnce,  but  also  stamps  a  high  and  dignified  refutation  upon 
aU  accusations  of  peddling  parsimony,  and  grinding  tyran- 
ny, that  have  been  made,  of  Ute  years,  against  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  union,  in  relation  to  tlie  public  lands.  Here 
also  1  will  remark  that  the  only  reason  why  the  existing 
system  has  not  produced  a  graduation  of  the  price  to  the 
quaU^  of  the  land,  ranging  from  the  minimum  upwanls, 
•jcording  to  tlie  occupation,  the  judgment*  or  the  fancy, 
«  wc  purchaser,  has  been  that  the  great  quantity  in  mar- 1 


ket  rendered  much  competition  unnecessary.  1  do  not 
complain  of  Uiis.  It  was  for  the  promotion  of  the  new 
States.  But  it  is  a  good  reason  why  they  should  not  com- 
plain of  the  General  Government  Such  is  the  subject  up- 
on which  this  bill  is  to  operate  if  it  should  become  a  law. 

I  will  proceed  now  to  answer  wliat  appear  to  me  to  be 
the  most  prominent  arguments  urged  against  the  existing 
land  system  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Senators  from 
Missouri,  Illinois*  and  Indiana,  to  whom  I  am  replying. 
The  good  people  of  the  West  have  been  recently  let  into 
the  secret,  that  the  earth  is  the  gift  of  God  to  man,and  that 
it  is  a  violation  of  their  natural  and  social  ri^^hts  to  pursue 
the  miserable  policy  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
their  lands.  Did  not  the  grant  of  the  Deity  extend  to  the 
ocean  as  well  as  to  the  earu  ?  Has  not  man  the  same  divine 
right  to  the  free  use  of  the  one  as  of  the  other  ?  The  same 
right  to  make  a  vessel  and  traverse  the  ocean,that  he  lias  to 
make  a  plough  and  break  the  earth,  in  quest  of  susten- 
ance ?  Yet  we  ruse,  without  a  murmur,  twenty  odd  mil- 
lions of  annual  revenue  from  the  use  of  the  ocean,  and 
about  one  million  from  the  use  of  the  earth.  By  the  foun- 
ders of  this  republic  and  by  their  successors,  until  of  late 
years,  there  was  thought  to  be  a  wise  propriety  and  fore- 
cast, nay  even  a  necessity,  in  our  complicated  and  multi- 
farious forms  of  State  and  Federal  Governments,  to  resort 
to  every  source  of  indirect  and  voluntary  revenue,  for  the 
support  of  the  General  Government,  to  save  the  people  from 
the  grinding  operation  of  a  double  system  of  direct  txaation 
for  the  support  of  both  State  and  Federal  Government  Un- 
der our  present  revenue  system,  not  a  cent  of  the  direct 
taxes  paid  by  the  people  of  the  Statea  and  Territories, 
come  into  the  United  States  Treasur)^ ;  but  tliey  are 
all  expended  in  the  local  affairs  of  their  own  establish- 
ments at  home.  Besides,  those  people  know,  or  ought 
to  know,  that  the  whole  expenses  of  our  Indian  affair?,  a- 
mountiiig^  in  some  years,  to  $^700,000  per  ann.,  little  be- 
low  the  annual  revenue  from  lands,are  but  the  consequen- 
ees  of  our  acqui^tion  of  the  soil  from  the  natives  who 
were  placed  here  by  Divine  Pjrovidence  before  us.  And 
can  they  see  no  propriety  in  which  a  patriotic  public  should 
acquiesce  witliout  a  murmur,  in  raising  a  moderate  reve-  . 
nue  from  the  sale  of  lands  to  meet  such  demands, and  eAect 
such  objects'  This  fund  of  the  public  binds  is  the  common 
property  of  all,open  equally  to  the  acquisition  of  all, as  they 
may  choose  to  migrate,and  carry  their  meanafrom  one  State 
to  another.  They  have  acquiesced.  UntU  very  recently  the 
public  mind  in  the  VV  esterii  States  was  as  tranquil  as  the  Pa- 
cific that  lies  beyond  them,  upon  this  subject  When  the 
law jof  1821,  for  the  relief  of  the  pu|t:hasers  of  the  public 
lands,  was  passed  hy  Congress,  there  was  a  general  burst  of 
grateful  and  good  feelings  among  them  towards  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Union,  for  the  parental  kindness  of  the  act. 
Universal  satisfaction  with  the  existing  revenue  laws  pre- 
vailed. Even  they  whose  property  had  been  deprecia- 
ted by  the  change  of  the  credit  to  the  cash  system,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  minimum  price,  in  the  sale  of  laodi,witliout 
deriving  any  benefit  from  the  '*  iclief  law,"  breathed  not 
a  murmur  upon  paper:  but  seemed  to  view  it  as  a  private 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  the  public  good.  They  would 
have  done  so  still ;  but  agitators  arose,  and  disturbed  the 
calm  of  the  public  tranquility.  , 

We  are  told  now  of  great  popular  excitements  up- 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  Excitements  that 
have  produced  instructions  to  members  on  this  floor  to  ad- 
vocate and  vote  for  this  specific  bill.  And  how  was  that 
excitement  gotten  up  ?  After  several  years  labor,  how 
was  it  brought  to  that  height  in  August  1826,  from  which 
it  has  been  ever  since  subsiding  }  Let  me  give  you  a 
brief  sketoh  of  its  rise,  progress,»and  downfall  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  where  it  originated.*  The  other  new  States 
that  have  caught  the  mania  are  but  the  disciples  of  Mis- 
souri 4  and  as  she  has  reflected  herself  into  reason  upon 
this  subject,  1  hope  they  will  follow  her  example.    Ala- 
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bama  has  already  done  so,  and  sent  new  instructions  to  ber 
Senators  to  propose  a  purchase  of  the  lands  within  her 
limits  from  the  Union,  upon  some  reasonable  t.erms. 

Tliis  excitement  sprang  originally,  as  I  have  thought, 
from  views  of  personal  and  poUtical  advancement.     The 
most  highly  wrought  pictures  of  the  grinding  tyranny, 
and  peddling  meanness  of  tlie  Government,  in  selling  her 
lands,  was  circulated  among  the  people.     The  most  ex- 
aggerated and  erroneous  representations  of  the  expeneive- 
ncss  of  our  land  system  wss  made  to  them.     And  all  the 
cupidity  of  man  was  addressed  with  the  hopes  of  ha- 
ving the  vast  fund  of  the  public  domain  given  to  the  in- 
habitants   of  the   new  States.     Just  before  the  August 
elections  in  1826,  thousands  of  pamphlets  exliibiting  those 
views  were  circulated  among  the  people,  containing  a 
speech  that  had  been  adroitly  gotten  before  them  with- 
out an  opportunity  for  reply.     Every  county  in  the  State 
was  deluged  with  them.     They  even  overflowed  upon 
Illinois  aiul  the  neighboring  States.     The  thing  took  like 
fire  in  our  prairies,  and  the  general  ciy  was  for  the  grad- 
uation  bill.      The  artful  speculator  imagined  his   prey 
within  hui  reach,  and  joined  in  the  cry.     The  capitalists 
counted  in  advance  their  hundreds  per  cent,  upon  the 
re-sale  of  engrossed  lands,  and  joined  in  the  cry.     The 
temporising  aspirants   to   office,  so  numerous  in   new 
countries  and  mixed  population,  saw  in  the  popular  delu- 
sion, the  road  to  the  Assembly,  and  joined  in  the  cr^.     In- 
terest and  ambition,  knavery  and  weakness,  all  joined  to 
swell  the  praises  of  the  graduation  bill.     The  Govern- 
ment was    denounced  as  a  hard-hearted  and  grinding 
tyranny.      The   cutting  of   a  pubUc  twig  was  repre- 
sented as  cause  of  fine  and  imprisonment  ;   and  the 
spirit  of  disaffection  was  abroad  in  the  land.     During 
the  six  weeks  delusion,  pledges  were  demanded  of  the 
candidates  for  the  Assembly  in  relation  to  the  gradua- 
tion bill,  and  the  approaching  Senatorial  election.     The 
Assembly  met,  Uius  fettered  by  promises.     Reason,  how- 
ever, had  resumed  her  command  i   and  public  spirit 
had  recovered  its  former  tone.     I'he  committee  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  uponithe  recommendation  of  the  Governor,report- 
ed  against  the  measure  ;  and  a  sensible  and  laconic  report 
was  drawn  up  and  circulated  among  the  people,  repre- 
senting to  them  their  true  interest  and  duties  as  com- 
bined with  the  interests  and  rights  of  the  whole  peo- 
gle  of  the  Union.     The   people  of  Missouri  are  intel- 
gent,  patriotic,  and  honest,  when  they  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  understand  the  true  meriu  of  a  proposition. 
The  members  of  Assembly  kept  the  letter  of  the  pro- 
mise*;  but  condemned  tlie  measure  upon  which   that 
promise  was  predicated.     This  state  of  things  seemed 
to  imply  a  failure  of  consideration,  and  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessary to  do  something  to  break  the  fall  o  the  measure. 
Last  Summer  a  direct  appeal  was  made  to  the  people  for 
this  purpose.     Hundreds  of  those  printed  petitions  vou 
have  seen  presented,  with  all  the  words  and  phrases,calcu- 
lated  ad  eaptandumj  printed  in  large  roman  capitals,  were 
prepared  in  advance,  and  circulated  in  every  county  in  the 
^tate,  and  almost  every  neighborhood  and  fireside.  Run- 
ners carried  them  every  where,  and  the  mover  of  the  bill, 
in  riding  through  the  country,  distributed  them  in  person. 
An  artifice  of  a  darker   complexion  was  resorted   to. 
The  presses  in  the  interest  of  General  Jackson  were  made 
to  say,  that  the  same  party  that  supported  General  Jack- 
son for  the  Presidency  supported  the  graduation  bill  ^ 
that  the  parties  were  identified  ;  and  this  idea  was  propa- 
gated from  ^ '  Boon's  Lick"  to  Washington  city,  and  rever- 
berated from  Washington  city  upon  the  West.    And  I  am 
sorry  to  see  the  <*  signs  of  the  times"  in  Congress  look  so 
much  like  it.  I  notice  this,  sir,  because  it  is,  1  believe,  the 
first  bold  and  direct  attempt,  since  the  foundation  of  our 
Government,  to  bribe  the  people  with  their  own  lands, 
and  point  the  people  of  the  West  to  the  vast  fimd  of  the 


public  domain  as  the  booty  in  the  event  of  victory  in  the 
Presidential  contest.  Once  get  the  two  ideas  associated  in 
the  public  mind,  that  the  success  of  a  particular  candidate 
will  be  tantamount  to  a  distribution  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  Western  people,  and  there  will  be  no  ac- 
counting for  the  result.  It  is  a  bold,  artful,  and  unparellel- 
ed  attempt  at  tlie  worst  kind  of  corruption  in  the  Pre- 
sidential election.  The  hopes  of  a  few  aspirants  to  ca- 
binet appointment,  or  foreign  missions,  could  have  no  such 
influence  upon  the  votes  of  their  States.  But  the  peopk 
of  the  new  States  are  not  to  be  bribed  ;  and  1  acquit  Gen. 
Jackson  of  the  charge.  He  is  as  far  above  such  means  as 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  has  shown  himself  to  be  in  his 
honest  and  patriotic  recommendations  upon  this  subject. 
That  artifice  originated  witli  men,  wlio  stand  in  more 
need  of  General  Jackson  than  he  does  of  them — with  men 
whose  object  is  self  elevation.  The  same  object  now  that 
it  was  a  few  years  ag^,  when  tiiey  attempted  to  strip  the 
General's  brow  of  every  sprig  of  laurel  he  had  ever  won, 
and  consign  his  name  to  infamy  ;  though  to  be  attained  by 
very  different  means.  Then  the  plan  was  to  rise  upon  his 
ruins.  Now,  to  associate  their  ignoble  names  with  tliat  of 
the  General,  and  even  tackle  tlie  frail  bark  of  their  shatter- 
ed  reputations  and  fortunes,  to  the  more  triumphant 
'  steam  boat  of  the  General's  fame,  to  be  towed  into  port. 
Bu^  sir,  bow  has  the  artifice  succeeded  thus  far  ?  Those 
petitions — (I  wisli  that  the  last  file  of  them  had  not  been 
presented  as  a  damper  upon  me  just  belore  I  was  to  speak 
upon  this  bill) — those  petitions  would,  of  course,  be 
signed  by  many  g^od  men,  who  have  an  opinion  of  the 
operation  of  this  bill  difl'erent  from  the  one  1  have.  But« 
sir,  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  they  were  signed  more  gen- 
erally by  the  loose  trash  ttiat  floats  around  every  body  poli. 
tic— i by  the  pohtical  partisans,  the  designing,  the  specu- 
lating, the  electioneering,  the  boys,  and  the  inconsider- 
ate, who  liave  all  to  g^in,  and  nothing  to  lose.  In  a  word» 
by  the  David's  men — all  that  were  in  distress,  ail  that 
were  dissatisfied  at  home,  and  all  tliat  were  in  debt,  fled 
unto  the  graduation  bill,  and  sought  relief  upon  the  spoils 
of  other  people's  property.  And  afler  all  the  pressing  and 
the  artifice,  and  the  facility  witii  whicli  men  sign' papers 
that  cost  them  nothing,  to  what  number  do  tliey  amount, 
all  counted  ?  What  is  the  strength  of  General  Jack- 
son in  Missouri,  as  indicated  by  ttie  result  of  this  ap- 
peal to  the  people  ?  Tliey  amoant,  counting  the  recent 
cargo,  to  about  three  thousand  four  or  five  hundred  ! 
Sir,  soon  after  the  kst  Federal  census,  we  gave  in  Mis- 
souri upwards  of  12,000  votes  a^  a  Congressional  election, 
when  our  Representative  numbers  stood  at  a  little  upwards 
of  62,000.  This  large  proportion  of  voters  is  accounted 
for  by  tlie  mig^tion  of  single  men,and  our  freedom  of  suf- 
frage.  We  claim  double  that  population  now,  which 
would  give  24,000  voters  upon  the  same  proportion.  Put 
it  down,  fur  safety,  to  20,000,  and  how  stands  the  ac- 
count ?  Not  one-sixth  of  the  YOtei*s  of  tlie  State  are  in  fa- 
vor of  this  bill,  according  to  the  indication  of  their  senti- 
ments expressed  by  these  petitions.  So  far  as  they  test 
the  matter,  I  am  representing  more  than  five-sixths  of  the 
intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  State  in  my  uniform  oppo- 
sition to  this  bill,in  its  present  inadmissible  form.  In  its  pre- 
sent form,  few,  indeed,  will  be  found  there  or  here  to 
support  it.  The  result  of  this  appeal  to  tlie  people  is, 
however,  no  test  of  the  strength  of  Genera)  Jackson, 
with  whom  the  measure  has  been  so  artfully  connected. 
It  has  been  perceived  by  the  Senate  that  the  opponents 
of  the  present  land  system  of  the  United  States,  cannot 
ag^e  among  themselves  upon  any  thing  but  the  denun- 
ciation of  the  existing  order  of  things.  They  turn  reform- 
en,  and  decry  the  old  regime,  but  they  cannot  agree 
upon  any  substitute  to  be  offered  in  its  stead.  Indeed  the 
mover  of  the  bill  cannot  agree  with  himself,  for  two  set- 
sions  in  succession.  In  1^6,  he  announced  that  *<  the 
idea  of  making  revenue"  from  the  sale  of  .land  is  explod- 
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cd/'    •*  A  wider  horizon  opens  before   me.      Conse- 
quences ar  superior  to  the  accumulation  of  dollars  in  the 
Treasury  ;  consequences  even  superior  to  the  lionor  and 
advantages  of  paying  off  the  public  debt,  present  them- 
selves  to  my  vision."    But,  in  1627.8,  in  his  prefatory 
speech,  on  asking  leave  to  introduce  his  bill,  he  de- 
clares it  to  be  a  revenue  measure,  whose  ultimate  object 
18  to  produce  the  prodigy  of  a  Nation  without  a  debt. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  seems  perfectly  conscious, 
that  this  bill  may  produce  injurious  speculations,  and  ad- 
miu  it.     In  the  speech  he  delivered  to  the  Senate  a  few 
days  ago,  he  seemed  to  be  almost  orthodox,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  I 
believe  he  would  have  been  entirely  of  the  true  faith. 
He  is  in  favor  of  repressing  speculators  and  encouraging 
actual  settlers  \  and  so  am  I.     He  is  in  favor  of  discharg- 
ing the  trust  reposed  in  us,   under  the  Constitution, 
with  respect  to  the  public  lands ;  and  so  am  I.     The  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  (Gov.  Hbitdhicks,)  takes  a  bold 
course  of  his  own,  and  sets  up  for  liimself.     And  I  prefer 
his  plan,  decidedly,  to  the  misnamed  and  mischievous  biH 
now  before  the  Senate.     He  lays  claim  to  the  whole  of  the 
public  lands  lying  in  Indiana,  as  belonging  of  right  to  the 
State.     His  doctrine  is,  that  tlie  act  of  admitting  the  new 
States  into  the  Union,  vests  them  absolutely  with  the 
soil  within  their  limits,as  inseparable  from  their  sovereign- 
ty, under  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  Nations. 
The  Constitution  briefly    provides   that    **  new  States 
may  be  admitted  into  this  Union,"  without  saying  a  word 
about  the  terms  of  admission,  tuilherthan  the  general  pro- 
vision that  a  Republican  form  of  government  shall  be  guar- 
antied to  them  by  the  United  States.    And  as  if  the  Fede- 
ral Convention  had  intended  to  preclude  cavil,  in  all  future 
time,  upT)n  this  subject,  in  the  very  same  section,  and  the 
very  next  paragrapii,  they  provide  that  '*  the  Congress 
**  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
''  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  Territory  or  other 
**  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  and  nothing 
**  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre* 
**  judice  any  claims  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  of  any 
*'  particular  SUte."    Let  gentlemen  bear  in  mind  that 
it  is  not  the  Constitution,  but  acts  of  Congress,  of  ra- 
ther members  of  Congress,  that  talk  about  the  new 
States  being  placed  upon  '*  equal  footing,  in  all  respects 
whatever,   with  the  original  States.*'    A  thing  that  is 
impracticable,  land  never  has  existed  yet  in  any  of  the 
new  States,  as  I  will  presently  illustrate  more  fully.     The 
gentleman  quotes  M.  V^ttel's  treatise  upon  tlie  laws 
of  Nations  in  support  of    bis   proposition.      Protesting 
now,  as  I  did  tweWe  months  ago,  against  the  authority 
of  M.  Vattel,  or  any  other  writer  upon  national  law,  to  in- 
terfere in  a  matter  created  and  regulated  by  our  own  pe- 
culiar institutions,  I  insist  that  that  author,  as  quoted  by 
tlie  gentleman,  fully  sustains  the  existing  or^er  of  things 
in  the  United  States,  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  I 
have  not  the  book  before  me,  nor  any  copy  of  the  quota- 
tions, but  M.  Vattel's  proposition,  as  read  to  us,  is»  sub- 
stantially, that  the  possession  and  control  of  the  soil  are  in- 
separable from   the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
a  nation.     Agreed,  so  far  as  this  subject  is  concerned. 
Tliat  is  precisely  the  case  of  the  United  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  Great|Britain,  France,  Russia,and  other  wholly  inde- 
pendent nations.     If  we  had  prosecuted  our  revplution  no 
further  than  to  promulgate  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, still  leaving  Great  Britain  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  our  soil,  we  siiould  have  been  in  the  situation  con- 
templated by  the  writer.  A  situation  incompatible  with  our 
national  independence;  although  sovereignty  over  a  coun- 
try may  exist  without  the  proprietory  right  to  the  soil. 
M.  VaUel's  next  proposition,  quoted  by  the  gentleman, 
is,  that  confederacies  are  compatible  with  independent 
sovereignty,  and  in  conlederacies  the  parties  confederate 
may  make  soch  voIanUry  arrangements  upon  the  subject 


of  their  soil  as  they  please.     That  voluntaiy  arrangement 
is  made  in  the  federal  constitution  to  which  the  new 
States  have  become  parties.    True, we  claim  to  be  some- 
what above  the  distracted  and  distracting  state  ef  a  mere 
confederacy.     We  look  down  upon  that,  as  to  ground  to 
which  we  shall  never  against  descend  ;  but  if  we  were  still 
a  mere  confederacy,  the  doctrine  of  M.  Vattel  is  consis- 
tant  enough  with  our  existing  arrangements  upon  this  sub- 
ject.     There   seems  to   me  to   be   no  subject  upon 
which  there  is  a  more  prevailing  popular  error,  tlian 
that  of  the  sovereignty,  or,  if  you  please,  the  power  of 
the  States  under  our  Federal  Union.     We  republicans 
seem  fonder  of  this  word  *  sovereignty,*  than  monarch- 
ists and  imperialists  are  \  and  we  use  it  without  mercy. 
We  put  in  the  captions  of  our  State  Constitutions  that 
we   have  established  a  *'  Free,  Sovereign  and  Indepen- 
dent Republic,"  as  if  we  were  wholly  unctfhnected  and 
independent  in  proud  and  solitary  self-existence.     When, 
in  fact,  there  is  no  such  thing,  under  our  Federal  Consti- 
tution, as  such  unmeasured  and  sounding  phrases  import. 
Each  Government,  State  and  Federal,  has  a  portion  of 
the  whole  power  of  the  whole  people,  and  ought  to  be' 
content  with  the  exercise  of  its  legitimate  portion.    The 
disposal  of  the  National  Domain  was  not  among  the  pow- 
ers to  be  granted  to  the  new  States  upon  their  admission  ; 
nor  is  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects  whatever,in  the  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  confer  upon  them.  Indiana  is  not  equal  to 
Pennsylvania  in  her  population  and  representation  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  gentleman  will  tell  me  that 
was  not  contemplated — ^that  tlie  same  constitution  that 
provides  for  the  admission  of  new  Sutes,  also  provides 
fer  representation  according  to  numbers.     I  admit  the  va- 
lidity of  his  answer.     And  when  I  tell  him  that  the  same 
constitution  which  providesfor  the  admission  of  newStates, 
also  provides  for  the  disposal  of  these  public  lands,  not  by 
the  local  members,  but  b/tbe  Federal  Head  of  the  Union, 
why  does  he  not   admit  the  validity  of  my  answer  ? 
Again,  Indiana  is  not  equal  to  Pennsylvania    in  her 
wealth,    taxable  property,  and  available  means  ;  and 
in  that  respect  they  are  not  upon  an  equal  footing. 
The  whole  intention  of  the  Federal  Convention,   and 
of  the  Congress  that  talked  about  this  equal  footing,  was 
to  confer  upon  the  new  States  all  the  kinds  and  qminiittes 
of  political  power  possessed  by  the  old  States  under  the 
different  regulations  of  the  Constitution  5  and  not  all  the 
subjects  upon  which  those  powers  might  be  exercised — to 
confer  the  same  potential  sovereignty,  leavinpp  them  to 
work  out  theur  own  elevation,  as  to  the  subjects  upon 
which  to  exercise  those  poarers.    If  the  laws  of  IndUna 
be  infracted,  she  is  not  ousted  of  her  jurisdiction,  because 
the  whole,  instead  of  a  part  of  the  people  composing 
this  great  body  politic,  have  the  property  and  disposal  of 
the  ground  on  which  the  infractbn  happened.  Her  powers 
are  as  complete  as  if  the  ground  were  private  property 
belonging  either  to  American  citizens  or  foreign  subjects. 
I  repeat  to  gentlemen,  that  all  this  argument  that  the 
proprietory  right  of  the  Union  to  lands  in  the  new  States, 
is  incompatible  with  State  sovereignty,  as  contemplated  by 
the  Federal  Convention,  when  pursued  to  its  legitimate 
conclusion,  proves  too  much,  and  the  reverse  of  what 
they  desire  to  establish.     The  argument  may  be  thus  sim- 
plitied  :  •♦  SUte  Sovereignty  cannot  exist  ih  these*  new 
regions  to  the  West,  until  the  national  lands  shall  have 
been  disposed  of ;  those  lands  were  not  disposed  of  when 
Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  ;  therefore,  Indiana 
was  prematurely  and  unconstitutionally   admitted,  and 
the  whole  proceeding  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  was 
void  !"    And  thus.  Sir,  with  the  gentleman's  own  pro- 
positions,  we  most  syllogistically  get  clear  of  this  no- 
vel demand  for  all  our  lands,  by  turning  the  claimanU 
out  of  doors.    But  this  is  their  argument  and  not  mine. 
I  am  disposed  to  respect  the  States,  and  the  demand. 
Hake  lands  as  cheap  to  settlers  as  you  please.    Adopt 
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the  Spanish  pUn  of  donations,  if  the  public  interesU  re- 
quire or  justify  it  {  but  suppose  the  public  lands  were 
ceded  absolutely  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie.  Whose 
imagination  can  psint  the  scenes  of  confusion  and  rivalry 
that  must  result  from  establishing  in  the  West  a  number 
of  independent  and  contending  venders  of  the  public 
lands  f  Each  State  would  immediately  bid  for  the  mi- 
grating population  of  the  Union.  Tne  Federal  plan, 
which  has  resulted  in  such  uniformity  and  security  of 
titles,  could  not  be  susUtned  by  the  States ;  and  the 
scenes  of  Und-litigation  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
under  the  defective  land-laws  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, would  be  re-enacted  upon  the  weatre  of  the  West. 
The  States  holding  the  lands  would  be  driven,  to  avoid 
rivaliy,  to  form  some  kind  of  league  or  understanding 
upon  the  subject.  Even  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  while  he  contends  that  the  States  are 
the  owners  of  these  lands,  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  federal 
head  to  settle  their  contests  in  anticipation.  It  provides 
that  the  States  shall  not  undersell  the  United  States  in 
their  Territories — ^a  proposition  inconsistent  with  their 
absolute  ownership  of  the  soil  for  which  he  contends.  If 
the  SUtes  own  these  lands,  Congress  has  no  right  to  legis- 
late upon  the  subject.— The  gentleman  cannot  adapt 
bis  legislation  to  his  claims  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  the 
Union.  He  cannot,  for  instance, confer  upon  the  States  the 
power  of  treating  with  the  Indians  for  their  lands.  Why 
are  we  not  content  with  the  existing  league,or  understand- 
ing, upon  theirsubject  expressed  in  the  Constitution,  giv* 
ing  the  disposal  of  this  national  property  to  its  true  owners, 
all  the  people  of  the  Union,  a^  represented  in  Cong^ss  i 
Sir,  I  have  long  thought  that,  if  there  were  no  other 
object  to  be  attamed  but  the  unformity  and  security  of 
land  titles,  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  giving  the 
disposal  of  our  national  domain  to  the  General  Government, 
was  a  wise  one.  Tou  are  not  restricted  in  the  manner  of 
disposing  of  that  domain.  Make  it  as  favorable  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  new  States,  as  our  duties  towards  the  whole 
Union  will  admit,  and  I  will  go  with  you. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  answer  several  objections  which 
are  urged  in  common  by  the  friends  of  tlie  bill  and  the 
amendment. 

They  tell  us  that  the  sales  of  lands  have  been  slow^ 
only  nineteen  millions  of  acres  iji  forty  yearsr  or  rather  in 
thirty  years,  since  the  present  system  has  been  in  active 
operation;  and  that,  therefore,  our  policy  has  been  a  mis»- 
ecable  mistaken  one,  and  the  prices  of  the  soil  too  high. 
It  is  true,  we  have  sold  but  about  nineteen  millons,  aver- 
aging but  a  fraction  over  the  minimum  price  per  acre  ; 
but  that  proves  very  little  for  or  against  the  present  sys- 
tem. What  is  the  true  reason  of  this  result  ?  It  was  be- 
cause there  were  not  people  enough  in  the  Union  in 
need  of  lands  {  nor  money  enough  in  America  to  have 
purchased  up  tlie  vast  regions  ef  wild  lands  which  we 
have  acquired.  The  little  handful  of  human  beings,  scat- 
tered along  the  eastern  coast  of  North  America,  who 
achieved  our  revolution,  and  set  up  for  themselves  on  this 
continent,  could  not  possibly  muluply  and  replenish  the 
earth  rapidly  enough,to  have  needed,in  so  short  a  time,the 
va5t  supply  of  lands  which  we  have  acquired.  It  is  matter 
of  more  surprise  that  they  have  done  so  much,  than  that 
tliey  have  not  done  mure.  They  could  not  make  men  by  law 
or  cover  the  continent  with  people  by  a  single  fiat.  They 
must  have  time  to  do  such  thmgs.  They  have  already 
puslied  forward  their  progeny  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas 
upon  the  West,  and  to  the  Sabine  upon  the  Southwest. 
They  have  extended  their  borders  as  rapidly  as  the  inter- 
ests of  either  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  whole,  seemed 
to  demand.  The  reason  why  tlie  sales  have  not  produced 
more,  was,  that  the  vast  supply,  of  about  one  hundred  mil 
lions,  kept  in  market  for  many  years  by  the  Government, 
besides  numerous  donations,  and  several  millions  of  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,  given  for  both  the  rerolutionafy  and  late 


war,  80  fitr  exceeded  the  actual  demand  for  the  artidey 
that  none  would  compete,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent, 
and  that  mostly  in  the  acquisition  of  the  cotton  lands  of 
Alabama.  The  emigrants  to  the  West  found  themselves 
in  the  situation  of  Abraham  and  Lot  of  old.  The 
whole  land  lay  before  them  j  and  strife  was  unnecessary. 
In  the  Kaskaskiaa  district,  where  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  resides,  I  have  understood  that  tne  whole  Dis- 
trict became  subject  to  purchase  at  the  minimum  price, 
because  none  would  compete  above  that  price.  I  do 
not  object  to  this  i  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  that  coun- 
ty. I  suggest  these  things  to  show  that  the  small  per- 
tion  of  the  common  owners  who  have  gone  to  the 
West,  hare  no  j^eat  cause  of  complaint,  on  that  score. 
Gentlemen  object  further,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  have  come  in  "  driblets.'*  Who  would  have  ex- 
pected them  to  have  taken  any  other  course  ?  It  was  the 
natural  order  of  such  thing^s.  At  the  first  sales  40  years 
ago,  only  a  few  purchasers  were  found,  and  only  a  hand- 
ful of  money  was  received.  At  subsequent  periods,  both 
increased,  until  at  length  we  received  a  million  of  dol- 
lars per  annum  of  voluntary  revenue  from  that  source, 
for  the  support  of  the  Union,  without  the  excise-officer, 
or  tax  gatherer  entering  any  man's  premises.  Such 
things  must  have  a  beginning  {  and  all  such  beginnings 
are  usually  small.  So  you  might  step  across  the  mountain 
rivulet,  or  divert  its  course  with  your  foot,  at  its  source  i 
but,  if  you  will  pursue  its  meanders  into  the  depth  of 
its  valley,  it  expands  into  a  broad  and  magnificent  river. 
Again,  we  are  told  by  these  friends  of  reform,  or  nither  of 
revolution  under  the  name  of  reform,  that  our  land  system^ 
considered  as  a  source  of  revenue,  is  extravagantly  ex- 
pensive as  well  as  unproductive  \  and  the  enormous  error 
has  been  deliberately  propagated  in  the  West,  that  the 
expenses  of  the  surveys  and  sales  have  been  33  1-3  per 
cent  upon  the  amount  of  the  proceedi !  If  this  were  true, 
it  would  be  good  resion  for  reforming  or  amending  the 
laws  upon  tliat  subject ;  but  no  good  good  reason  fur 
abandoning, either  openly  or  covertly,  the  position  assign- 
ed us  by  the  constitution.  But  how  stands  the  fact  upon 
this  branch  of  the  subject  ?  The  whole  expenses  of  sel- 
ling the  19  millions,  heretofore  disposed  of  by  sale,  in- 
cluding all  the  regular  and  incidental  expenses  of  the 
surveys  and  sales  amount  to  8  6-lOths  per  cent,  of  the 
proceeds,  as  appears  by  the  official  reports  lying  before 
us,  and  founded  upon  actual  calculation.  An  expense 
as  cheap,  at  least,  as  that  of  our  revenue  from  im- 
posts. They  also  tell  us  that  the  land  system  drains 
off  the  money  from  the  West  This  objection  has  often 
been  answered.  There  was  no  money  in  the  Western 
wilds  to  be  drained  off,  until  those  wilds  drained  Off  the 
men  from  the  elder  States,  and  the  money  with  them  in 
their  pockets.  This  objection  does  not  become  men 
professing  a  common  interest;  inhabiting  common  country, 
with  the  constitutional  privilege  of  residing  on  whichev- 
er side  of  a  State  line  they  please.  If  the  elder  States 
were  disposed  to  be  captious  with  us,  tliey  might  object 
that  the  younger  ones  drain  off,  not  only  their  money, 
but  their  men,  that  make  the  money,  and  acting  upon 
this  narrow  policy  they  might  have  kept  the  Western 
lands  out  of  market,  or  the  Western  people  out  of  the 
Union.  Instead  of  that,  1  am  glad  to  hear  the  more  moder- 
ate friends  of  these  proposed  measures  acknowledge  the 
liberality  and  fostering  favor  of  the  General  Government 
towards  the  new  States. 

The  gentleman  .of  Illinois  has  attacked  the  Treasury 
Report  of  this  year,  because  the  Secretary  supposes  the 
ease  with  which  lands  are  acquired  in  the  West,  and  the 
vast  quantity  of  them  kept  in  market,  of  which  the 
people  of  the  Union  may  pick  and  choose,  operate  as  a 
standing  encouragement  to  agricultural  pursuits  ;  and 
draws  an  inference  from  these  facts,  in  Avor  of  a  cor- 
relative encouragement  of  another  branch  of  national 
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industiy,  the  g^eat  and  rising  interest  of  domestic  ma- 
nufactures,  in   opposition    to   commercial  dependance 
upon,  (not  commercial  freedom  with,)  foreign  countries. 
The  gentleman's  objection  must  be  to  the  Secretary's 
inference,  and  not  to  the  notorious  fact  that  he  states. 
For  it  is  notoriously  true,  that  the  abundance  and  cheap 
ness  of  our  wild  lands  in  market,  do  operate  to  encourage 
and  increase  the  agricultural  class  of  the  people  of  tliese 
States,  as  naturally  as  the  scarcity  and  deamess  of  lands  in 
Europe,drive  their  people  to  engage  in  other  pursuits,  and 
find  out  new  branches  of  industry  for  the  support  of  life. 
The  Secretary  might  have  added,  if  he  had  chosen,  an- 
other standing  incentive  to  agricultural  pursuits,and  migra- 
tion, to  the  West.  One  founded  in  the  nature  of  man  $  and 
not  to  be  either  implanted  or  eradicated  by  laws.     I  mean 
the  natural  love  of' liberty  and  free  space  in  the  bosom  of 
roan  ;  or,  if  you  please,  even  his  natural  propennty  to  re- 
turn back  to  the  free  and  wild  stale  of  nature.    We  are 
taught  that  it  requires  constant  exercise  to  keep  mankii^d 
up  to  the  sticking  point  of  civilization,  and  that  every  in- 
termisuon  of  the  exertion  produces  a  lapse  from  the  point 
gained ;  as  it  requires  a  constant  application  of  the  oars 
to  drive  the  bark  against  the  stream,  while  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  but  let  fall  the  oars,  and  we  float  down  again 
without  an  effort.  As  a  great  general  proposition,  surely 
this  standing  encouragement  to  agricultui-ai  industry  does 
impose  a  dt|ty  to  extend  a  corresponding  protection  to  the 
mechanical  tldustry  of  the  country,  unless^  indeed,  we 
are  prepared  to  sit  down  in  abject  dependance  upon  the 
supply  of  necessaries  which  foreign  and  rival  nations  may 
deign  to  aflbrd  us,  in  war  as  well  as  in  peape.  Unless  we 
are  content  to  cover  our  country  with  retail  shops  of  Eu- 
ropean goods,  and  convert  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens 
into  mere  shop  boys,  and  tape-measurers,  for  Europe  to 
cany  on  a  kind  of  dependant  traffic  for  the  benefit  of  the 
European  manufacturers  and  exporters,  more  exhausting 
to  our  country  tlian  forty  public  land  systems  could  be. 
Every  duty  imposed  on  importations  from  abroad,  no 
matter  how  moderate  that  duty  may  be,  operates,  un- 
avoidably, to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  the  same  kind 
of  articles  at  home,  especially  if  our  own  country  produce 
the  material  of  such  articles,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
motive  of  the  legislator  in  imposing  the  duty — whether 
he  said,  in  his  speech,  or  in  the  preamble  to  his  bill,  that 
it  was  for  revenue  or  for  protection.  The  trutli  is,  we  are 
all  tariff  men ;  and  we  are  all  anti-tariff  men.     The  real 
point  in  dispute  among  us  is  the  degree,  the  extent  to 
which  we  may  carry  encouragement,without  too  much  in- 
jury to  other  great  interests,  witliout  doing  more  harm  than 
good.  Whether  the  Secretary  would  propose  too  high  a  rate 
of  duties  on  foreign  articles,  to  attain  the  objectof  a  pro- 
per encouragement  to  home  industry  over  toreign,  is  an- 
other question,  upon  which  we  may  be  expected  to  differ 
in  opinion,ft8  we  do  upon  almost  every  question  of  any  mo- 
ment that  comes  before  us.  I  am  not  about  to  ramble,  at 
present  into  tlie   tariff  bill  that  may  may  be  proposed 
at  this  sesffiun.     To  that  1  will  answer  when  called.     I 
only  wish  to  indicate  that  bill  as  the  true  point  of  attack, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  really  intends  to  overturn 
the  Treasury  Report ;  for  the  Secretary  is  invulnerable  in 
his  general  position,  that  the  existing  laws  and  practice 
respecting  the  public  lands,  do  contain  a  standing  en- 
couragement to  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  United  States. 
And  while  our  Constitution  secures  to  every  citizen  the 
right  of  free  migration  to,and  citizenship  in,  the  new  States 
in  the  West,  ihe  deepening  and  widening  currents  of  emi- 
gration cannot  be  stopped  by  any  laws  Ihatour  National  In- 
'  dependence  ma>  require  for  the  encouragement  of  home 
industry— the  infant  weakness  of  home  industry  against 
the  herculean  msnhood  of  its  European  and  jealous  rival. 
Free  men,  with  such  rights  of  locomotion  ingrafted  in 
the  Constitution  of  their  social  compact,  unlike  the  fetter- 
ed subjecta-of  European  Monarchs,  when  pent  up  in  dcn^e 


throngs  in  the  old  SUtes  of  this  Union,  will  as  naturaUy 
and  as  irresistibly  mi^te  to  the  new  States  and  Territo- 
ries, as  water  will  descend  anr  inclined  plane,  or  seek  its 
proper  level.    Nor  is  there  any  disposition  manifested  to 

Srevent  them.  Even  now  there  would  be  no  difficulty,!  be- 
eve,  in  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  land  if  gentle- 
men would  be  content  with  a  reasonable  thing,  instead 
of  claiming  all,  or  that  which  would  be  worse  than  all. 
The  military  bounty  lands  have  been  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  bill  before  tlic  Senate.     Gentlemen  who 
are  single  owners  of  the  lands  arc  offering  hundreds  of 
tracts  of  them  for  any  thing  they  can  get  for  them,  and 
are  underselling  the  government ;  an£  hence,  they  ar- 
gue that  our  system  is  wrong  and  our  minimum  price  too 
hi^h.     Sir,  the  history  of  our  military  bounty  lands  m  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,  presents  a  high  and  simple  eulogy  up- 
on the  general  results  of  our  public  land  system.   Thooe 
bounties,  though  granted  from  the  most  patriotic  motives, 
have  tuhied  out,  as  was  predicted  by  some  of  the  most 
experienced  statesmen  of  the  day,  to  be  of  no  service 
to  the  soldiers  who  fought  the  battles  of  the  late  war. 
They  became  the  subject  of  exten»ve  speculations,  and 
have  fallen,  in  large  and  injurious  quantitiei»,into  the  hands 
of  those  men  of  prey,  the  land  jbbbers;  and  now  sit  tike 
an  incubus  upon  the  bosom  of  our  States.     Those  prow- 
lers roamed  the  Union  in  search  of  soldiers'  claims;  and 
why  are  they  now  offering  them  for  any  thing  they  can 
get  for  them  ?    One  reason  is,  because  the  protecting 
shield  of  the  public  land  system  saved  our  citizens  from 
the  blow  aimed  at  them  by  the  speculators,  by  rendering 
it  ampos«ble  for  larg^  land-holders  to  make  fortunes  by 
resales,  leases,  or  otherwise,  while  the  public  had  so 
much  land  at  such  moderate  prices  lying  all  around  them. 
Another  reason  was,  that  men  doubted  the  tides  of  the 
speculator.     For  although  the  original  grant  to  the  paten- 
tee was  as  good  as  any,  yet  the  emigrants  fear,  that  in  tiie 
long  chain  t}f  intermediate  conveyance,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, of  a  speculative  knavery,  between  the  patentee 
and  present  holder,  some  rotten  link  may  be  found  to  turn 
them  off  in  their  old  age  to  begin  the  world  anew,  as  so 
oflen  happened  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.     Ask  the 
plain  M'eatem  farmer  why  he  gave  a  higher  price  to  Go- 
vernment for  his  quarter  section,  when  one  of  equal  ad- 
vantages, lying  in  sight,  beyond  a  mathematical  hne,  on 
a  river,  in  the  county  tract,  might  have  been  bought  for 
a  fifty  doUar  horse,  or  a  smaller  sum  in  money  ?    He  will, 
perhaps,  tell  you  that  he  came  from  Kentucky  or  Ten- 
nesee,  because  he  lost  his  land ;  that  he  has  no  higher  ob- 
ject in  this  life  than  to  raise  his  family  respectably,  and 
leave  them  a  sure  competency  at  his  death,  and  that  he 
has  no  more  faith  in  the  direct  ^laranty  of  a  great  and  pow- 
erful nation  both  able  and  willing  to  secure  him  in  his 
purchase,  than  he  basin  the  itinerant  speculators  in  mili- 
tary bounty  lands.     And  in  so  saying  he  would  express 
a  higher  encomium  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  venerable 
founders  of  our  public  land  system,  than  all  the  Con- 
gressional speeches  ever  made  about  it;  especially  if  he 
should  add,  as  such  men  oflen  do,  that  he  is  *<a  law  biding 
man,"  and  perfectly  willing  to  contribute  his  share  of  the 
moderate  revenue  raised  from  public  lands  and  foreign 
commerce,  rather  tiian  come  to  direct  taxes.  ■  A  third 
reason  for  this  result  of  uuderselling  Government  has 
been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.     The 
speculators  in  bounty  lan^, having  failed  in  their  object 
of  malting  fortunes  by  resales  to  Uie  cultivators,  find  them- 
selves prustrated  under  Uie  operation  of  State  direct  tax- 
ation.   Every  year  a  tract  must  be  sold  if  they  can  find 
purchasers,  to  defray  the  taxes  upon  the  residue.     They 
are  in  the  situation  of  some  gentlemen  of  the  South,  who, 
having  the  misfortune  to  own  many  slaves,  are  compel- 
led to  sell  one  every  year  to  pay  for  the  food,  raiment  and 
taxes  of  the  remainder  of  the  gang.    Their  offers  to  un- 
dersell the  Government  is  but  another  form  OTacknow 
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led^ng-the  great  and  happy  truth,  that  lar^e  landhold* 
en  m  the  United  States  cannot  succeed  in  that  mode  of 
^ubju^ting  man  to  man,  so  long  as  the  whole  people 
own,  all  around  them,  such  vast  quantities,  within  the 
reach  of  every  industrious  man,  upon  such  reasonable 
terms.  Mr.  Burke's  speech  in  favor  of  the  sale  of  the 
^r^n  lands  in  England  has  been  quoted  in  support  of 
^*.-\ult.  It  ia  no  small  tribute  of  pruse  to  our  young 
^lepublTc,  that  we  are  doing  with  our  public  lands  pre- 
cisely what  Mr.  Burke  advised  should  be  done  with  the 
Crown  lands  of  England :  sellii^  them  out,  without  en- 
couraging strenuous  competition  among  our  citizens : 
throwmg  them  into  the  general  circulation  of  private  pro- 
perty, insteid  of  holding  them  up,and  leasing  them  out  as 
landlords  to  our  own  citizens  as  tenants,  as  was  once  done 
with  the  Crorn  lands  in  England.  I  will  not  insult  tlie  com- 
mon sense  of  my  constituents,  by  attempting  to  show 
them  the  wide  distinction  there  is  between  our  public 
lands,  belonging  to  the  people  themselves,  and  the  Crown 
lands  of  England,  belonging  to  the  King.  Kor  will  1  at- 
tempt to  show  them  the  applicability  of  Mr.  Burke's 
•peech  for  sellingthosc  Crown  lands, to  the  wholly  dissimi- 
lar subject  of  our  publlo^ands:  for  I  confess  I  am  not  able 
to  perceive  that  myselK  The  United  States  have  been 
doing,  from  the  beginnin|^)  with  our  public  lands,  what 
Mr.  Burke  recommended,  at  a  late  d»y»  of  the  Crown 
lands  of  England.  Our  much  ab ufted  publia  land  system 
holds  an  impenetrable  xffA  over  the5^oi>ng  agriculturist, 
commencing  life  without  fortune  or  patroha^.  Hence, 
we  see  that  portion  of  society  who  live  by  their  wits,  and 
prey  upon  their  species,  most  active  in  everjr  effort  to 
prostrate  that  svsteai,  because,  while  it  last%  their  •*  occu- 
pation'sgone." 

I  now  submit  my  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  ^tttei- 
nal  bill,  and,  in  Ueu  of  it-* 

1.  To  reduce  the  price  of  all  lands  to  one  dollar  p«t 
acre,.a{l^  the  4th  July  next «  and 

2.  To  idlow  any  person  to  take  a  quarter  section,  af^ 
it  shall  have  been  in  market  for  five  years  t  and  by  in- 
habiting and  cultivating  it  for  five  successive  years,  to 
entitle  himself  to  a  patent. 

I  will  vote  for  this,  or  for  any  other  project  that  may 
be  submitted,  calculated  to  increase  the  number  of  fVee- 
hold  cultivators  of  the  ground,  upon  such  terms  as  will 
prevent  injurious  speculations,  and  landed  ariatocfacies  ? 
out,  with  mv  opinions  of  the  operation  of  this  bill,  as  it 
now  Btands,'!  cannot  vote  lor  it.  I  deem  it  a  serious  ob- 
stacle  to  more  reasonable  and  practicable  plans  of  amend- 
ment, and  believe,  that,  by  grasping  at  too  much,  we 
shall  secnre  nothing  beneficial  to  the  new  States. 

Mr.  KANE  said :  The  deep  interest  which  this  propo- 
sition has  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Illinois, 
expressed,  as  it  has  been,  through  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  in  the  form  of  instructions  to  their  RepresenUtives 
on  this  floor,  must  furnish  an  apology  fbr  the  part  I  take 
in  this  debate.  Difficult  as  njay  be  the  undertaking,  I 
will  endeavor  to  confine  myself  to  such  considerations  as 
have  not  been  urged  by  gentlemen  who  have  ah«ady  dis- 
cussed, and  almost  exhausted  the  argument.  Of  such 
consequence  haa  the  measifre  been  considered,  as  to  have 
engaged  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Legislatures  of  three 
States  of  this  Union,  who  concur  in  approving  the  pre- 
cise plan  before  you,  and  who  look  to  iU  adoption  with 
all  the  anxiety  which  the  prospecto  of  liiture  advance- 
ment in  population,  and  in  the  comforts  of  life,  can  excite. 
Those  of  us,  therefore,  who  advocate  the  passage  of  tte 
bill,  will  not,  I  trust,  be  charged  with  an  attempt  rsshW 
to  overturn  the  present  system  of  seUmg  the  pubhc  lands 
without  sufllcient  warrant.  If  we  err,  our  mor  wiU  be 
rcfer«!d  to  an  honest  desire  faithfully  to  discharge  a  duty 
of  obedience  to  the  sovereign  will  of  our  constituents,  in 
about  which  wc  agree  with  them  roost  heartily 


i^lfj^a 
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Under  circumstances  produced  by  a  document  upon  the- 
table,  and  to  which  I  shall  call  your  more  especial  atten- 
tion hereafter,  it  will  not  be  improper,  before  .entering 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  particular  subject  before 
the  Senate,  to  take  a  rapid  review  of  the  acU  of  this  Go- 
vernment which  have  tended  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  new  States,  and  thereby  to  show  that 
no  "  bounties"  have  been  awarded  in  favor  of  their  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  that  no  gratuitous  efforts  have  been 
made  to  increase  their  wealth  or  thdr  numbers.  Besides, 
suggestions,  un&vorable  to  the  modesty  of  tlie  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  new  States,  have  been  made  in  more 
than  one  place,  while  pressing  so  frequently  upon  the 
attention  of  Congress,  subjects  connected  with,  and  grow- 
ing out  of,  the  land  ^stem  of  the  United  States.  Such, 
as  that  we  are  unreasonable  in  our  requests  \  tiiat  favors 
have  been  dispensed  to  our  constituents  with  a  liberal 
hand  ;  that  we  are  never  to  be  satisfied  $  and  that  one 
benefit  conferred,  operates  only  as  an  inducement  to 
firesh  demands.  It  is  time,  ur,  that  the  truth  should  be 
more  generally  understood.  It  is  especially  necessary 
that  it  should  be  so  lar  understood,  as  that  this  bill  may 
not  be  prejudiced  by  false  impressions.  The  care  of  this 
Government  over  tiie  multipbed  interests  of  this  extend- 
ed empire,  is  withessotd  in  the  general  and  happy  results 
which  have  enaued.  The  claims- of  a  people  who  deserv- 
ed something  fot  t!ie  enterprise  with  whic^  they  have  ex- 
f)lored  your  extensive  regions  of  wilderness,  and  deve- 
oped  its  resources,  who  expended  their  toil  and  blood  In 
the  defence  of  your  frontiers,  have  not  been  overiooked. 

As  early  as  March,  1791,  to  such  as  served  during  the 
early  periods  of  our  history  in  the  militia,  you  have  given 
100  aeres  of  land  a  piece  :  to  such  as  cultivated  and  im- 
proved your  soil  within  reach  of  the  tomahawk,  aurrouud- 
ed  by  numerous  and  hostile  sava^s,  you  have  given  400 
acrea  each  ;  and  to  the  head  of  everv  family  a  hke  quan- 
tity. The  gross  thus  given  was  small,  because  the  people 
of  that  description  were  few  in  number.  It  furnished  to 
them  a  slender  remuneration  for  services  which,  though 
voluntarily  rendered,  were  not  the  less  patriotic  and  use- 
ful to  the  State.  At  a  later  period  you  nave  given  to  the 
people  of  the  new  States  tiie  right  of  preference  in  the 
purchase  of  the  lands  they  had  improveo,at  two  dollars  per 
acre,  leaving  to  them  what  you  could  not  in  conscience 
take,  the  value  of  tiieir  labor.  Who  will  urge  that  these 
acts  were  in  the  nature  of  bounties,  in  fikvor  of  the  growth 
and  wealth  of  the  new  States?  Bounties  are  usually  offered 
to  encoun^e  migration,  but  these  have  not  induced  mi- 
grations thither,  because  the  persona  interested  were  al- 
ready there. 

Man^  laws  have  been  passed  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands,  in  which  the  Representatives  from  States  in  which 
those  lands  were  situated  have  taken  an  active  and  efficient 
part.  It  was  but  natural  that  they  should.  But  whilst  it  is 
admitted  that  so  large  and  interesting  a  portion  of  national 
property  has  received  the  repeated  attention  of  Con- 
fess, it  is  denied  that  the  people  of  the  new  States  have, 
m  a  single  instance,  received  from  the  Federal  authorities 
any  tiling  in  the  nature  of  a  mere  gratuity,  unaccompani- 
ed by  a  corresponding  national  benefit.  If  granUhave 
been  made  for  schools,  salt  works^  or  seats  cff*  State  Go- 
vernment, the  inducement  was  found  in  advantageous 
equivalents,  secured  by  compaet  with  the  Territorial 
Conventions,  and  in  the  certain  tendency  of  the  measures 
pursued,  to  expedite  tb&ssle  of  other  lands,  and  at  en- 
hanced prices.  Cessions  fhr  canals  have  been  made,  but  in 
such  a  manner  as  reserved  to  the  nation  sitemate  sections, 
therehy  giving  to  the  half  a  greater  value  than  the  whole 
would  otherwise  have  posseased.  When  you  have  enacts 
ed  lavs  to  relieve  firom  their  ruinous  bargains  the  pur- 
chasers of  publie  lands,  you  nave  taken  care  to  get  back 
your  own,  or  obtun  a  just  price  for  that  you  parted  from. 
It  is  true,  you  did  not  exact  the  Ml  measure  of  the  coa- 
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tract,  but  you  received  as  rouch  as  the  principles  of  na- 
tural justice  would  sanction,  and  quite  as  much  as  your 
land  was  wortli  without  improTement. 

I  wish  not  to  be  understood  as  asserting  that  these  se- 
veral laws  have  had  any  other  than  a  happv  and  soothing 
influence  upon  the  minds  and  condition  or  the  people  to 
whom  they  applied.  My  only  object  is  to  disencumber 
this  bill  from  the  prejudice  which  is  so  .liable  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  so  often  repeated  declarations,  that  an  un- 
due share  of  &vor  has  been  awarded  to  the  new  States. 
To  consider  the  acts  referred  to  in  ihe  light  of  gratuities 
simply,  would  be  to  charge  upon  Congress  direct  partial- 
ity m  legislation,  in  giving  to  the  few  at  the  expense  of 
the  many — a  course  of  conduct  wholly  inconsistent  with 
the  duty  of  a  body  selected  for  the  protection  of  the 
e^ual  riglits  of  all,  and  in  manifest  yiolation  of  the  Con- 
stitutionj 

Without  taking  up  vour  time  further  upon  matters  not 
strictly  relevant  to  the  important  question  before  the 
Senate,  I  will  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  statement 
of  fiMsts  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  public  lands,  from 
which  1  think  it  must  appear  that  the  present  system  has 
been,  and  if  perBCvered  in  must  continue  to  be,  a  losing 
one,  considered  as  a  measure  of  revenue.  During  the 
whole  continuance  of  the  present  plan,  under  all  its  mo- 
difications, comprising  a  period  or  thir^  7e*n,  out  of 
nearty  139  millions  of  acres  of  survered  lands,  you  have 
sold  19  miUions  for  40  millions  of  dollars;  of  which  SI  mil- 
lions have  bepn  paid  in  cash  {  the  remainder  being  sub- 
j«ttt  to  rHjuldation  under  the  revival  and  continuance  of 
the  relief  laws.  We  are  told  by  the  President  in  his  Ust 
annual  message,  that  a  sum  little  short  of  S3  miUions  has 
been  paid  from  the  common  treasury  for  that  portion  of 
the  public  lands  which  had  been  purchased  from  France 
and  Spain,  and  for  the  extinction  of  the  aboriginal  titles. 
This  sum  is  made  up  of  the  purchase  money  ofLouiiiana; 
money  paid  the  Stale  of  Georgia  and  Yazoo  scrip  t  money 
paid  on  account  of  Indian  cessions;  for  surveying,  and  ex- 
penses incidental  to  the  sale  of  the  19  millions  of  acres. 
In  this  long  period  of  years,  then,  you  have  not  paid  into 
the  Treasury  from  the  public  lands  the  amount  of  their 
cost  by  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars.  You  have  a  large 
remaining  capital  which  ought  to  be  so  disposed  of  as  at 
least  to  reimburse  the  principal,  and  pay  an  interest  upon 
the  money  advanced.  20  miUions  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney this  Government  borrowed,  by  selling  stocks  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  and  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Sir,  the  interest  upon  the  sum  paid  for  Louinana  since 
1803,  exceeds  the  principal.  Charging  the  public  lands 
with  343,000  dolburs  of  Indian  annuities,  most  of  which 
are  perpetual,  your  yearly  net  receipts  on  account  of 
land  sales,  which  may  be  estimated  at  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, do  not  pay  the  interest  upon  the  purchase  money  of 
Louisiana  alone. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bsirroir]  on  a  former 
occasion,  showed  you  that  the  public  lands  were  a  fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  that,  lo  far,  they 
had  paid  less  than  the  interest  of  that  debt  But,  sir,  the 
present  system  by  which  sales  are  reguUited,  will  appear 
infinitely  more  vicious  when  we  come  to  understand  that 
it  has  not  made  good  the  principal  of  the  debt  created  on 
account  of  lands  alone,  that  more  than  twenty  years  in- 
terest upon  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  paid  for  them  is 
now  due,  and  that  the  yearly  sum  now  received  upon 
sales  does  not  equal  the  yearly  interest.  The  public  Unds 
are  now  a  chat^  upon  the  public  revenue  ;  and  without 
a  radical  change— euch  a  change  as  shall  expedite  sales— 
will  continue  to  be  so  to  the  end  of  time.  Although,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  President,  **  The  acquisition  of 
them  made  at  %e  expense  of  the  whole  Union,  not  only 
in  treasure,  but  in  blood,  marks  a  right  of  property  in 
them  equally  extensive.''  Yet,  sir,  I  am  not  willing  that 
my  constituents  should  bear  a  portion  of  a  burthen,  though 


it  be  in  common  with  others^  to  sustain  a  system  so  pro- 
fitless in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  so  immediately  in- 
jurious to  their  own  growth  and  happiness. 

Is  it  possible^  Mr,  President,  that  this  is  a  mistaken  view 
of  the  subject  }  I  have  spoken  of  fiicts — of  fiicts  disclosed 
and  verified  b^  printed  uoouments  upon  vour  table — and 
do  these  not  justify  the  assertion,  tnat  the  public  lands, 
4»  a  source  of  revenue  merely,  have  thus  far  proved.worse 
than  nothing  ?  Amongst  these  documents,  there  is  one 
which  it  would  be  uncandid  in  me  not  to  notice.  It  com** 
from  an  ofhcet  who  has  received  from  this  Government 
repeated  proofs  of  confidence  and  regard.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasurv,  in  remarking  upon  the  existing  i^em 
of  selling  ofT  the  territorial  domain  of  the  Union,  says, 
*<The  system  is  interwoven  beneficially  with  the  highest 
**  interests  and  destinv  of  the  nation;"  that  **it  rests  upon 
**  foundations  both  of  principles  and  practice,  deep  and 
<*  immovable,  foundations  not  to  be  uprooted  or  shaken.*' 
Surely  this  distingutshed  statesmant  while  using  this 
strong  and  beautiful  language,  lost  nfht  of  the  Federal 
reveime,  with  the  nuinagement  of  which  he  is  particular- 
ly charged.  Sir,  he  goes  further.  In  the  very  same  do- 
cument containing  this  high  eulogium  of  our  present  land 
system,  he  "  summons''  our  "  mvest  attention"  '*  to  the 
considerationof  correlative  dutia  which  the  enstence  of 
such  a  system  in  tlie  heart  of  the  Slate  imposes."  And 
what  are  these  *«  correlative  duties  f*  the  nving  of  addi- 
tional bounties  upon  manufacture^  one  effect  of  which 
he  declares  will  be  **  te  lessen,  and  usefully  lessen,"  the 
<*  absorbing  foree"  of  this  verv  qrstem*  so  benefici^y  in- 
terwoven **  with  the  highest  interests  and  destiny  of  the 
nation."  The  amount  of  all  this  I  understand  to  be,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  present  mode  of  selling  the  lands  is 
not  to  be  changed  by  a  repealing  or  aaendatoiT  law,  but 
Uwt  are  to  be  passed  upon  other  subjects  which  shall  se- 
cure the  employment  of  more  of  the  surplus  labor  of  the 
Northeastern  and  middle  States  at  home,  and  extinguish, 
so  fiir  as  may  be,  the  motives  for  the  purchase  and  culti- 
vation of  your  soil :  no  mind  employed  in  a  close  scrutiny 
of  this  report  can  escape  these  condusaons.  Whilst  then 
we,  who  advocate  this  bill,  assert  and  prove,  that,  under 
existing  regulations,  the  nation  has  lost,  and  must  con- 
titme  to  lose,  money  upon  its  lands,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  piloses,  with  a  view  of  attainine  other  than  re* 
venue  objects,  to  check  the  sales  and  diminish  the  re- 
ceipts of  money  firom  that  source. 

This  brings  me  to  the  considention  of  the  question, 
whether  the  Federal  Government  can  rightfully  and  con- 
stitutionally adopt  any  course,  with  reganl  to  its  lands  in 
any  of  the  SUtes,  which  shidl  not  be  strictly  confined  to 
the  purposes  of  revenue.  I  am  not,  mr,  about  going  over 
the  ground  so  often  occupied  by  othen,  by  insisting  that 
the  holding  of  lands  by  the  Federal  authorities  within  the 
bosom  of  the  new  States,  is  in  violation  of  their  sove- 
reignty, impairing  that  •*  equal  footing  in  all  respetts 
whatever,"  secured  to  them  by  the  terms  of  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  Whatever  consideration  spch  argu- 
ments may  be  entitled  to,  it  is  neither  my  duty  nor  incun- 
ation  here  to  repeat  them.  My  positions  are,  that  the 
public  lands  are  to  be  converted  into  public  revenue, 
either  by  sales  for  money,  or  by  such  donations  to  actual 
cultivators  as  sliall  increase  the  class  of  consumers  of  ar- 
ticles payhig  a  duty  into  the  Treasury,  or  by  such  dona- 
tions of  parts  as  shall  facirimte  the  sales  of  the  remainder ; 
and  that  any  other  mode  of  disposition,  or  any  deby  in 
the  disposition  of  them,  not  easent'ial  for  revenue^  is  a 
breach  of  solemn  compacts  f  Is  contraiw  to*  the  eiwlent 
intention  of  the  Constitution,  and  is  a  high  violation  of 
the  political  rip^ts  of  the  Stetes. 

Sir,  the  cession  acts  of  Ytiginia  And  of  Georgia,  the  trea- 
ty with  Prance  for  Louisiana,  and  with  Spsin  for  Florida, 
aU  eontempkte  the  admission  of  the  ceded  teiritfltka  and 
their  Inhabitant!  into  the  Umon,  with  the  fuU  MK^t  of 
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^l  the  provisioiia  and  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  With  the  same  phvUe^es  of  self-government  as 
the  then  existing  States ;  each  of  these  instruments  con- 
Uins  a  solemn  pledge  to  that  eifect.    However  void  of 
eauality  may  be  the  condition  of  the  new  States  compar- 
ed with  the  old,  as  to  the  rights  of  dominion- over  the  soil, 
and  of  taxation,  we  must  alTame  that  their  political  so- 
vereignty ought  to  be,  withm  their  respective  limits, 
equally  mdependent  of  the  Federal  Government.    Each 
ought  to  have  the  same  right  ^to  extend  its  wealth,  in- 
crease its  numbers,  and  provide  for  the  happiness  of  its 
Citizens,  that  other  States  possess.     Over  none  ought  the 
Federal  Government  to  have  the  power  to  enlaige  and  di- 
minish, at  pleasure,  the  means  of  advancement  and  pros- 
perity.   Sir,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  I  will  admit 
that  the  national  revenue  was  a  matter  of  such  great  mo- 
ment ss  necessarily  to  subject  the  new  States  containing 
national  lands  to  the  condition  of  ioequality,  resultins^ 
from  a  continuation  of  the  ownership  nntu  the  lands  could 
be  **  disposed  of"  lor  the  benefit  of  the  national  Trea^ 
sury.     But  it  is  a  breach  of  all  faith,  a  violation  of  all  the 
principles  of  these  compacts,  a  violation  of  treaties  and  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  to  continue  this  condition  of  in- 
equality for  any  other  pur|>oae,  or  for  any  longer  time, 
than  is  indispensable  to  a  judicious  dispoution  of  them. 
Out  of  nearly  two  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  vou  have  '*  dispos- 
^  of,'*  in  the  course  of  thirty  years,  about  nineteen  mil- 
lions, and  in  the  meantime  brought  your  Treasury  further 
in  debt.    And  what  is  now  the  language  of  men  at  tlie 
head  of  affairs  ?  The  system  is  immovable.    It  has  ope- 
rated as  a  legislative  bounty  upon  agriculture «  and  means 
are  detised  to  check  the  operation  of  the  system,  poor 
as  it  is,  because  the  new  States^  if  left  to  cultivate  the 
advanteges  which   God  and  nature  have  provided  for 
them,  will  drain  off  the  surplus  population  of  the  old 
States,  and  thereby  prevent  those  States  from  becoming 
manufkctureri,  and  increasing  their  capital. 

Is  there  much  difference  between  stopping  the  sale  of 
lands  at  once,  by  a  direct  act,  and  adopting  measures 
under  the  idea  of  correlatire  duties  professedly  for  the 
puqiose  of  discouraging  their  cultivation  and  settjement? 
1  am  not  now  addressing  to  the  Senate  My  obUctions  to. 
the  projected  tariff,  but  I  wish  disfmctly  to  be  under- 
stood as  protesting  against  the  power  of  this  Gdvcmment 
so  to  use  the  soil  within  the  new  States,  —  to  check  the 
mareh  of  those  States  through  natural  avenues  to  wealth 
and  consequence.  If  Providence  has  assigned  to  them  a 
better  soil,  a  milder  climate,  or  superior  advantoges  of 
any  sort,  has  the  Constitution  conferred  upon  you  the 
power,  directly  or  in^recthr,  to  control  the  progress  of 
migration  thither,  by  withholding  lands  from  market,  un- 
less the  state  of  the  national  exchequer  maiufestly,  urgent- 
ly, and  undeniably  inquires  it— (a  sUte  of  things  which 
can  never  happen:)  or  do  you  hold  the  right  of  conferring 
bounties  upon  the  inhabitants  of  other  SUtcs  and  countries 
less  beneficially  endowed  by  the  Creator,  to  induce  them 
to  hire  them  to  remain  at  home  ?  if  additional  duties  are 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  manufacturing  ii^ua- 
try  of  the  nation,  that  'is  one  thing,  and  I  have  now  nothing 
to  do  with  that  matter.  But  if  no  other  reason  existofor 
such  a  measure  than  the  supposed  expediency  of  confin- 
ing the  population  of  the  countiy  to  the  region  e«rt  of 
the  Alleghany,  you  act  cruelly  and  unconstitutionally  if 
you  attempt  the  measure.  The  natural  cheeks  to  emi- 
gration  in  all  countries  are  of  the  most  powerful  kind. 
They  are  ••  wound  in  close  and  intricate  folds  around  the 
human  heart."  Attachment  to  our  native  soil  yields  in 
strength  and  in  ardor  only  to  tiie  hive  of  kindred,  connec- 
tions, and  friends     The  idea  of  disUnt  emigration  is  al- 


ways accompanied  with  the  apprehension  of  expense,  and 
with'fears  anstng  from  the  uncertainty  of  comfort,  bealtn, 
1  f^e,  in  a  land  of  strangers.    So  powerfully  have 


and 


such  considerations  operated  in  all  old  countries,  as  to 
have  retained  in  them,  under  a  thousand  evils,  a  popula- 
tion rather  redundant  than  deficient.     People  submit  to 
want,  and  even  to  the  extremes  of  poverty,  rather  than 
break  ties  so  interesting,  or  run  hazards,  imaginary  if  vou 
choose  to  call  them,  so  replete  with  uncertainty  and  dan- 
ger.    May  I  be  permitted  to  bring  to  my  aid,  in  order  to 
quell  the  apprehensions  of  the  old  States,  the  opinions  of 
a  justly  celebrated  writer — a  writer  whom  you  are  in  the 
constant  habit  of  consulting  whenever  questions  of  politi- 
cal economy  are  presented  f  The  celebrated  Malthus  dt- 
Clares,  **  there  are  no  fears  so  totsDy  ill-grounded  as  the 
'*  Ibars  of  depopulation  from  emigration.    I'he  visinerHst 
**  of  the  people  in  general,  and  their  attachment  to  their 
**  homes,  are  qiulities  so  strong  and  general,  that  we 
**  may  rest  assured  that  tiiey  wul  not  emigrate  unless, 
**  from  political  discontcnu  or  extreme  poverty,  thev  are 
"  in  such  a  state  as  will  make  it  as  much  for  the  advan- 
**  tage  of  their  country,  as  of  themselves  that  they  shotdd 
**  go  out  of  it"    This  language  was  applied  to  the  state 
of  things  in  the  old  w.orld,  and  is  not  completely  applica- 
ble to  emigrations  from  one  State  of  the  Union  to  ano- 
ther.   But  it  is  so  far  applicable,  that  no  one  lea?e8  the 
East  for  the  IVest,  except  with  a  view  to  provide  addition- 
al comforts  for  himself  or  his  progeny.     Is  it  not  unkind, 
then,  to  restrain  them  ?    They  consist  of  your  brothere, 
your  sons,  and  near  connections.     They  car^y  with  them 
the  recollections  of  their  in&ncy,  still  fQ^ltk  cherishing 
the  remembrances  of  their  native  homes,    instead  of  act- 
ing the  part  of  the  prodigal  son,  I  will  inform  tJie  Seiuitor 
from  North  Carolina,  Uiat  they  ask  you,  conformably  to 
your  duty,  and  in  the  exercise  of  your  clear  constitutional 
authority,  to  put  it  into  their  power,  by  thickening  popu- 
lation around  them,  to  suBtM«i  achools  and  educate  jrour 
progeny,  that  if  cirer  (which  God  forbid)  the  imbecility 
of  old  age  diall  overtake  you,  these,  your  ehildren— -your 
second  ••lv«s — may  know  how  to  value,  yes,  sir,  and 
how  to  defend  your  institutions.    They  ssk  ^ou  to  give 
them  strength  that  they  may  rush  to  your  assistance  when 
danger  shall  threaten  you,  and  surround  you  with  that 
best  fortification— the  breasts  of  grateful  and  devoted 
freemen.     Will  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Bkarch}  insist  upon  stopping  up  every  avenue  to  such 
^-reffiiKs,  and  by  adopting  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  doom  the  youth  and  vigor  of  the  countiy  to  a 
state  of  dependence  upon  a  manufiicturing  aristocracy  f 
Sir,  some  of  our  best  citizens  have  removed  from  Noith 
Carolina.    Why  did  they  do  so  }  Because  their  prospects 
at  home  were  gloomy.    Indeed,  we  have  been  informed 
bv  a  venerable  Senator  from  tliaft  State,  whose  name  is 
always  pronounced  by  his  countrymen  in  that  distant  re- 
gion with  all  tile  pride  and  affection  which  his  long  and 
eminent  public  services  entitle  him  to,  that  times  were 
never  so  bard  there  as  the  present    Stop  up  the  rOad  to 
Western  emigration,  and  where  will  your  poor  find  em- 
ployment ?    In  roanufiictories.    In  those  very  establish- 
ments, the  fiuther  protection  of  which  you  pronounce 
to  be  your  ruin.     What  shall  I  say  of  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government 
thus  to  wield  the  destiny  of  independent  States  ?  In  what 
part  of  the  Constitution  do  you  nnd  such  terrible  authori- 
ty ?    In  the  power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union 
•<  upon  an  equal  fboting  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
respects  whatever,"  or  in  your  right «« to  ^pose  of"  the 
terntoiy  and  other  property  of  the  United  States  ? 

If,  Mr.  Piesident,  I  have  succeeded  in  establishing  the 
positions,  that  the  control  of  this  Government  over  the 
public  lands  in  the  several  States  U  limited  exclusively 
to  objecta  of  revenue,  and  that  the  present  ^'stem  has 
faUed  to  answer  any  such  purpose,  the  inquiry  Is  not 
whether  any  change  shall  be  made,  but  what  change  > 
what  amendmenu  are  best  calculated  so  to  «  dispose  of" 
these  laadi^  at  to  make  them  avMhd>le  to  the  public 
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Treasury  ?  Tb«  obligation  of  such  an  amendment  it  en- 
joinedt  not  only  by  the  considerations  I  have  urged,  but 
bpr  the  pledge  given  so  early  as  1790,  to  tlie  public  cre- 
ditors, tp  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands 
in  the  Western  Territory,  then  belonging,  or  such  as 
might  thereafter  belong,  to  the  United  States,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  debts,  for  the  payment  whereof  the  United 
States  were  holden.  There  appear  to  be  but  two  gene- 
ral  modes  of  disposition  in  your  power  to  adopt,  in  order 
to  comply  with  these  high  obligations. 

1st.  SaJes  for  money,  at  such  prices  and  upon  such 
terms  as  will  raise  the  largest  sums  within  a  reasonao^e  pe* 
nod  of  time,  without  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  public  property. 
2d.  A  system  of  donations,  upon  conditions  of  culliva* 
tion  and  improvement,  by  wnich  the  poorer  class  of 
citizens  shall  become  more  substantial  members  of  the 
community,  and  be  thereby  enabled  to  contribute  more 
abundantly  to  the  indirect  revenue  oF  the  Federal  €k>vem* 
ment. 

To  either  plan,  if  separately  pursued  as  an  entire  system, 
m&ny  great  and  unanswerable  objections  present  them- 
selves. It  is  only  from  a  combinati6n .  of  the  excellencies 
of  both,  that  a  plan  may  be  extracted  which  it  will  be 
safe  and  wise  to  adopt. 

It  appears  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  the  bill  before 
you  discloses  the  principles  of  such  a  combination  not  suf> 
ficiently  guarded,  perhaps,  in  all  its  details,  but  exhibiting 
the  foundatiQiis  ojf  a  system  upon  which  it  will  be  both 
])rudentaiid  profitable  to  commence  the  work  of  refbrouk- 
tion.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate,  by  repeating  what 
has  been  said  so  often  by  others  i  every  particular 
provision,  its  object  and  tendency,  have  been  discussed, 
and  are  well  understood.  My  attention  will  be  directed 
to  the  objections  which  have  been  urged  against  the 
plan,  in  the  hope  that,  by  yielding  toy  assent  to  such  as 
have  force, we  may  all  be  brought  to  a^e  in  such  amend- 
ments as  will  make  its  great  and  leadmp  features  accept- 
able to  all.  It  has  been  said  by  the  Chnnmm  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  whose  opinions  are  always  listen- 
ed to  in  this  body  with  much  respect  and  attention,  Ihai 
"  the  plan  of  gimduating  tlie  price  by  the  quality  of  the 
public  lands,  however  desirable  in  itself,  ia  now  impracti- 
cable, if  it  ever  were  so ;"  that  <<  the  procession  hfts  gone 
by."  HU  iden  appears  to  be,  that  the  mode  of  asccruun., 
ing  the  quality  **  should  have  been  infused  into  the  sys- 
tem, some  thirty  years  ago,  at  its  commencement"  That 
the  modes  of  ascertaining  the  different  rates  of  the  lands 
should  have  been  prescribed  "  at  the  time  of  the  public 
surveys."  Suppose,  sir,  that  you  had  directed  by^tlie  law, 
originally  passed  for  the  sale  of  Uuid^  that  your  surveyors 
should  note  and  report  the  different  qualities  of  surveyed 
lands,  according  to  any  mode  that  can  now  be  imM^ned 
to  have  been  an  efficient  one,  would  it  have  proved  suc- 
cessful ?  Is  it  in  the  nature  of  things  that  you  can  by  law, 
or  by  the  reports  of  official  agents,  fix  upon  the  saleable 
quality  or  price  of  lands  ?  Before  you  can  do  this,  you 
must  establish  a  uniform  standard  <rf' valuation  and  quality, 
which  shall  be  received  by  all  persons  interested,  as 
equally  just  and  proper.  Yet,  we  all  know  that  their  va- 
lue varies  on  account  of  quality,  location,  and  the  pxa- 
poses  for  which  they  can  be  used.  The  different  value 
of  lands,  and  perhiaps  the  most  essential  difference,  de- 
pends upon  the  difference  of  the  dispositions  of  the  human 
race.  Some  will  prefer  a  tract  because  it  lies  in  a  parti- 
cular neighborhood,  though  its  soil  be  not  so  rich  as  ano- 
ther which  lies  more  dutant.  Sir,I  might  here  instance  en- 
tire settlements  made  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent^  upon  this  very  idea.  The  counQr  of 
Union,  in  that  State,  contains  a  cUm  of  citizens  who  are 
not  excelled  by  anv,  any  where,  for  industry  and  correct 
moral  habits,  who  have  settled  together  in  oraer  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  and  comfort  of  each  other^a  tocioty,  and 
the  better  to  participate  in  IheUcawigtof  their  own 


religion.  Sir,  such  Mistances  are  not  uncommon  tbrou|^* 
out  all  of  the  Western  States.  Some  will  value  a  quarter 
section  because  it  contuns  a  mill  seat.  Tet,  all  the  world 
is  not  composed  of  millers,  or  persons  able  to  erect  mills. 
Emigrants  from  the  North  want  to  grow  wheat,  corn,  and 
flax  1  those  from  the  South,  tobacco,  hemp,  and  cotton. 
How  is  it  possible,  then,  that  a  surveyor  should  be  able  to 
fix  upon  the  saleable  value  or  quality  of  lands  ?  Sir,  the 
only  practicable  mode  is  the  one  by  this  bill  proposed, 
to  permit  purchasers  to  do  that  which  you  cannot  prevent 
them  from  doing  ;  that  is,  to  be  their  own  judges  of  the 
value  of  that  which  the^  purcbaae.  Can  it  be  believed 
that  combinations  of  individuals  will  ever  be  so  extensive- 
ly formed  as  to  induce  all  men  to  forego  that  which  thev 
want,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  by  delay  they  wul 
at  a  future  day  acquire  it  at  a  cheaper  rate  ?  Sudi  was 
never  the  practice  or  disposition  of  the  human  race.  The 
saleable  value  of  lands  can  no  more  be  fixed  by  this  sort 
of  agreement  than  it  can  by  the  estimate  of  survejrors. 

It  ih  again  objected,  sir^  that  this  bill  is  to  effect  a  rainv 
ous  scheme  of  speculation,  and  that  great  land  barons  are 
to  grow  up  under  it,  because  no  purchases  wiU  be  made, 
of  consequence,  until  the  lands  sliall  fall  to  twenty^Ave 
cents  the  acre.     Protesting  that  tliis  is  not  a  proper  suli- 
ject  of  inquiry  for  this  Government,  who  have  no  right  to 
legislate  upon  the  public  lands  any  further  than  to  turn 
them  into  revenue,  I  am  safe  in  denying  that  any  such  re* 
suit  will  follow  if  this  bill  goes  into  operation  in  its  present 
shape.    The  people  in  IlBnob  have  had  some  experience 
upon  this  subject.     More  than  three  millions  of  acrea 
have  been  given,  out  of  the  lands  in  that  State,  to  the  sol- 
diers of  the  late  war.  Most  of  these  lands  have  fallen,  at'a 
price  much  below  the  minimum  established  by  this  bill, 
into  the  hands  of  what  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands  calls  *'  land  barons  i"  yet  it  is  a  &ct  that 
thev  will  sell  for  a  much  less  price  than  the  lands  of  the 
Federal  Government.    This  is  owing  to  the  wholcscme 
control  which  the  State  Government  exercises  over  lands 
when  they  become  the  property  of  individuals.     Our  Le- 
gislatui'e  has  sud  to  these  '<la|id  barons,'*  we  cannot  ob* 
ject  to  your  holding  as  much  land  as  vou  have  money  f  o 
purchase,  but  you  must  contribute  to  the  support  of  our 
Government  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  property 
4jr!»fiora  in  It,  and  which  we  are  bound  to  protect.    The 
thousands  of  acres  yearly  Bold  for  taxes,  shows  that  the 
visions  ot  land  barons  have  not  and  cannot  be  realized, 
where  the  peojvl*  tsf  a  State  are  tt«e  to  themselves  $  and 
where,  too,  they  act  with  perfect  justice  in  imposing  no 
higher  taxes  upon  others  than  upon  themselves.    But, 
nr,  for  the  sake  of  jetting  this  biU  thi^ugh,  I  will  admit 
the  force  of  this  objectioo,  and  vote  for  an  amendment, 
should  it  be  proposed,  which  shall  limit  the  operation  of 
the  graduating  principle  of  this  bill  to  given  potiiOns  of 
lands  within  the  several  district^,  within  given  periods  of 
time,  and  confine  the  right  of  entry  at  the  minimam  of 
twenty-five  eents  to  actual  settlers  alone.    Sure^  this 
course  will  destroy  all  hopes  of  mere  speculation.    Sir, 
the  Federal  Government  have  the  strongest  security 
against  an  engrossment  of  the  lands  by  specuUtors,4n  the 
fact  that  they  now  own  more  than  700  millions  of  acres, 
without  the  SUtes  and  Territories,  upon  which  this  bill 
cannot  operate,  which  they  can,  by  extinguisbiog  the  In- 
dian title,  at  any  time  bring  into  the  market  upon  any 
terms  they  choose.    I  have  tims^  sir,  answered  the  two 
prominent  objections  which  have  been  made  against  this 
bill;  permit  me  to  express  to  you  my  views  of  the  general 
results  likely  to  flow  from  its  passage.     A  large,  trouble- 
some, unproductive  national  property  will  be  turned  into 
cash  upon  terms  not  injurious  to  the  revenue,  imd  within 
periods  of  times  sufficiently  distant  from  each  other  to  in- 
sure sales  at  Air  nrices,  and  bv  which  means  the  consti- 
tutional duties  of  Congress  wUl  be  discharged,  and  jwut 
obligatioiui  to  (he  public  creditors  ciLDcelled. 


505 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONCBBSa 


506 


Mabcb  25»  3^  1$38.] 


QraduQUaHofiht  PubUc  Lmda.-^Cumberlmd  Jtoad. 


[SENATE. 


The  rig{it8  of  the  SUtea  are  equalized  by  dispenainff  {  bottomed,  he  waa  not  diapoaed  to  preaa  it.     A  atipufai^ 
with  the  meana  of  ezerciaing^  on  the  part  of  the  Federal    tion  had  been  made  between  the  United  Statea  and  the 


Government,  an  unequal  ahare  of  influence  over  any* 

The  public  landa  will  be  made  the  property  of  indlTi. 
dualsy  after  auch  mode  of  distribution  as  wiU  increase  the 
claaa  of  actual  cultivators,  and  an  immense  region  of  un- 
cultivated wildernesa  will  be  brought  into  a  state  of  im- 
provement and  production,  by  which  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  the  nation  will  be  augmented,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  new  States  greatly  improved. 

The  poorest  citizen  of  this  republic  will  have  it  in  hia 
power  to  become  an  owner  of  a  freehold,  the  sovereigpi  of 
soil  sufficient  to  give  him  comfort  at  home  and  reapecta- 
bility  amongst  his  neighbors.  He  will  feel  himself  exalted 
into  a  substantial  citizen  in  the  State,  and  will  feel  all  that 
added  interest  in  its  welfiue,  which  his  augmented  sub- 
stance  b  sure  to  inspire. 

If  such  are  the  ends  to  be  accomplished,  who  can  hesi- 
tate to  g^ve  thia  measure  his  cordial  support  ?  Is  the  fear 
that  agriculture  will  be  thereby  too  much  encouraged  to 
induce  this  body  to  overlook  all  the  connderations  which 
I  have  suggested  ?  Although  not  lar  advanced  in  years, 
and  certainly  young  in  political  life,  the  time  is  within  my 
clear  recollection  when  the  genenlly  received  axiom  of 
the  day  was,  that  agriculture  and  commerce  constituted 
the  two  pillars  upon  which  the  hopes  and  happiness  of 
this  country  mainly  rested.  And  the  document  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  is  the  first  which  has  met  my  eye  from 
any  hi^  public  functionary  that  has  venturea  upon  the 
allegation,  that  *<  correlative  duties"  required  a  check  to 
be  placed  upon  the  natural  advancement  of  either.  To 
whatever  employment  the  rionr  and  future  generations 
of  tliis  republic  may  be  destined,  none  will  contribute  to 
infuse  into  them  a  more  general,  a  more  exalted  spirit  of 
independence,  than  the  cultivation  and  ownership  of  the 
soil.  Other  pursuits  may  be  better  calculated  to  heap 
wealth  upon  mdividuala,  but  none  will  so  equally  distri- 
bute it  amongst  the  great  body  of  men  ;  none  will  make 
more  virtuous  citizens  or  sounder  patriots.  And,  without 
pretending  to  a  gift  of  prophecy,  I  will  hazard  the  asser- 
tion, that  the  last  spark  of  the  liberties  of  this  nation,  if 
it  ever  die,  will  be  extinguished  amongst  the  men  who 
till  the  ground.  I  do  not  agree  with  my  friend  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  HsiTDnicKs]  that,  upon  the  decision  of  this 
question,  or  his  proposed  amendment,  now  or  hereafter, 
depends,  in  the  least  degree,  the  existence  of  this  Union 
entire  and  uninterrupted.  Ilo  with  this  measure  as  your 
.  wisdom  shall  decide.  However  hard  may  be  the  fate  of 
the  new  Statea — produced  by  a  disposition  to  exercise 
control  over  nine-tenths  of  their  territon,  for  purposes 
unknown  to  the  Constitution— whenever  the  sun  of  youi* 
liberties  shall  set,  it  will  sink  into  the  West,  unsullied  by 
a  single  effort  of  the  patriotic  yeomanry  upon  your  bor- 
ders to  dismember  this  great  and  happy  confederacy. 

After  aome  further  conversation  between  Messrs.  WEB- 
STER and  BARTON,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

WssnssAT,  MAacH  26,  183jB. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

.ThebtU  to  continue  the  Cumberland  Road  was  taken 
up—   "^ 

Mr.  NOBLB  observed,  that  as  the  amendments  were 
merely  verbal,  he  )>resumed  no  objection  would  be  made 
as  to  their  adoption,  provided  the  Senate  decided  that  the 
bill  should  psss.  His  object  however  in  rising  was  merely  to 
move  to  hiy  the  bill  on  the  table.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
difference  in  sentiment  between  the  gentlemen  from  the 
Western  Country  in  relation  to  the  Public  Lands;  and  un- 
til two  subjects  now  before  this  body,  one  being  the  **Gn- 
•^mtion  bill,"  and  the  other  a  biU  introduced  by  hi»  col- 
l^H^t  upon  which  the  ptoviftonf  q|  thia  bill  are  hi  part 


State  of  Indiana,  that  the  U.  States  were  to  peHorm  cer- 
tain  acts,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  2^  percent,  fund,  re- 
served from  the  sales  of  the  Public  Lands  ;  but  huw  can 
we  expect,  said  he,  the  obligor  to  fulfil  the  contract  if  the 
fund  is  exhausted?  How  can  we  expect,  asked  he,  «f  the 
Federal  Government  to  fulfil  the  compact  whtl^  this  bill 
to  graduate  the  price  of  Public  Lands,  to  make  donations 
to  settlers,  and  to  cede  the  refuse  to  the  States  in  which 
they  lie,  together  with  the  amendment  of  his  coUeaguea 
was  pending  f  He  sliould  be  placea  in  a  state  of  embar* 
rassment,  to  urge  it  at  this  time.  Much  excitement  bad 
been  produced  in  his  State  in  relation  t6  the  Public 
Lands.  He  was  as  willing  as  any  gentleman,  that  the  State 
aovereignties  should  be  maintained,  butskoatBd  na  he  was 
at  present,  he  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  asking  of 
the  Senate  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — and  why  so?  JLet. 
said  he,  my  colleague  dispose  of  his  subject  first,  an4«lH. 
ter  having  given  my  vote  decisivelv  against  it,  I  will  take 
the  most  proper  course  with  the  bill  I  advocate.  When 
the  subject  came  furly  before  the  Senate,  he  thoaght 
he  could  prove,  incontrovertibly,  that  if  the  measure  ot  hia. 
colleague  be  adopted,  the  State  of  Indiana  will  be  placed 
in  a  worse  aituation  than  under  a  territorial  government 
and  tributaiy  to  the  United  States.  He  repeated,  that  he 
wished  the  bill  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  andjfeat  when  the 
measure  proposed  by  his  colleague  cam#4Mw  before  the 
Senate,  he  should  give  it  bis  feeble  oppoSlion,  in  order 
that  his  sentiments  might  be  spread  before  the  people 
here. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  he  had  no  objection  to  wbat^ 
ever  course  the  gentleman  waa  pleased  to  take  with  the 
bill/  it  was  his  own,  proposed  and  advocated  by  h'lm— bat 
this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  heard  it  objected  that 
any  proposition  made  to  tlie  Senate  stood  in  the  way  of  a 
bill  that  was  pending.  The  proposition  he  had  submit- 
ted, said  Mr.  H.  wasl^ased  on  constitutional  grounds,  and 
it  surely  waa  not  his  intention  ever  to  submit  any  propo- 
sition to  impede  the  progress  of  any  bill.  It  seemed 
strange  that  any  thing  of  the  kind  could  possibly  obstruct 
the  reguUr  business  of  the  Senate.  In  relation  to  any  ex- 
citement uhich  might  have  existed  in  Indiana,  he  waa 
conscious  of  never  liaving  written  one  single  line,  or  of 
having  said  one  word  calculated  to  produce  it.  But  he 
did  say  that  he  hoped  to  see  the  time  when  the  new  Statea 
should  be  restored  to  the  riglits  of  their  own  soil.  He 
did  not  believe,  however,  that  any  excitement  had  exist- 
ed in  his  State. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  a  few  words  in  reply.  The  bill  Was 
not  his  own,  it  belonged  to  the  Senate.  Ue  did  not  charge 
his  colleague  with  having,  produced  any  excitement ;  he 
only  spoke  as  to  the  fact  of  its  having  existed.  His  col- 
league might  be  right,  and  he  might  be  wrong— his  only 
wish,  however,  was,  to  place  his  sentiments  fairly  before 
tlie  people,  which  he  would  do  ata  proper  time.  When- 
ever the  proposition  of  hia  colleague  came  before  the 
Senate,  he  should  go  back  to  the  act  of  cession  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  judge  for  himself. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories  was  taken  up  ;  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  yesterday,  still  pending. 

Mr.  VAN  BURE^N  said,  that  the  appeal  ought  in  his 
opinion  to  be  made  imperative  in  certain  cases.  In 
smaller  cases  it  was  not  important.  The  law  ought  to 
be  imperative  ifi  such  cases  on  the  Attorney  General. 
He  had  prepared  an  amendment,which  he  thought  would 
cover  this  point  and  some  others  satisfiu:torily.  There 
was  now,  according  to  the  bill,  no  person  pointed 
out  as  the  permanent  prosecutor  for  the  United  States. 
He  thought  there  should  be  some  individual  appointed 
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to  look  to  the  interests  of  the  Government.  His  amend- 
ment, therefore,  authorized  Uie  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  a  law-agent  <  or,  in  certain  cases,  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  employment  of  additional  coun- 
seL  It  was  not  supposed  that  the  District  Attorney,  in 
all  cases,  would  feel  competent  to  the  defence  of  the 
more  important  cases  without  advice  {  although  be  did 
not  mean  to  insinuate,  that  any  one  of  those,  to  whose 
hands  the  prosecution  might  be  entrusted,  would  not  do 
his  duty. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  accepted  tlie  amendment  offered,  by 
Mr.  Vav  BuRxir,  as  a  substitute  for  that  offered  b  him 
on  Friday. 

Mr.  HATNE  said,  that,  as  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  l^ntleman  from  New  York  consbted  of  two  dis- 
tinct propositions,  first,  in  relation  to  appeals,  and  se- 
condly, to  provide  additional  compensation  for  the  em* 
ployment  of  a  law-agent,  he  would  suggest  the  propri- 
ety of  dividing  the  question  .upon  it  He  expressed  his 
objection  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  included  the 
large  grants  in  the  acyudication  of  iodtcial  tribunals. 
He  thought  it  was  not  the  policy  oi  the  Government 
that  they  should  be  s6  adjudicated.  This  had  been 
long  his  opinion  {  but  he  would  content  himself  with 
stating  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  or- 
ganization of^t  courts  which  would  try  these  cases. 

Mr  BERBpnf?  replied  to  Messrs.  Wsbstxk  and 
HiTirx,  and  sup'portea  the  bill  generally* 

Mr.  EATON  objected  particularly  to  the  provision 
for  adjudicating  en  the  larger  claims. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Air.  Eatov 
at  some  length. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  first  paK  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  .Mr.  VAN  BUREN,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  moved  the  division  of  the  second 
clause  of  his  amendment,  so  as  to  take  the  question 
first  on  the  appointment  of  a  law-agent,  and  then  on 
appropriating  money  for  the  employment  of  assistant 
counsel.  Both  propositions  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  trading. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  unfinisfied  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill 
for  the  graduation  of  the  prices  of  public  lands,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  accompanied  the  reading  of  a  letter 
from  a  Land  Agent  in  Tennessee,  with  some  prefiitory 
remarks.  The  writer  of  the  letter  made  some  state- 
ments of  the  effect  of  the  system  of  graduation  in  that 
State,  and  gave  a  sctiedule  of  lands  sold  under  tlie  sys- 
tem,  detailing  the  benefits  derived  from  jthe  plan  of 
graduation,  and  wishing  success  to  tlie  bill  proposed 
byBfr.  B. 
Mr.  BARTON  replied. 

Mr.  MCKINLEY  said^the  great  interest  felt  by  the 
people  of  Alabama  in  the  fate  of  this  subject,  made  it  his 
duty  to  offer,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  his 
views  upon  the  various  provisions  of  the  bill,  connected 
with  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana. [Mr.  HsirDaiCKs.] 

The  ^bill  contains,  said  Mr.  McR.  what  I  conceive  to 
be  a  wise  and  saluUry  change  in  the  mode  of  selling  the 
public  lands ;  and  it  is  proposed  by  the  amendment  to 
confine  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  cede  in  full  property  to  the  Sutes 
the  public  lands  within  their  limits. 

Su*,  I  am  fully  apprized  of  the  difficulties  I  have  to  en- 
counter on  this  subject  The  strong  partiality  of  the 
Senate  for  the  present  system  has  been  too  often  mant- 
fested  to  leave  a  doubt  on  that  point,  but  the  difficulty 
and  embarrassment  is  greatly  increased  in  advocating 


the^  amendment,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  show  that  the 
United  States  have  no  constitutional  right  or  claim  to  the 
lands  in  the  new  States.  Here  I  have  to  encounter  the 
long  pre-conceived  opinions  of  many  of  the  Senator^,  the 
influence  of  an  established  system,  long  in  practice,'  and 
the  force  of  precedent.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
will  not  be  surprising,  if  some  of  the  doctrines,  which  du- 
ty requires  me  to  advocate,  should  be  regarded  b^  some 
as  wild,  visionary,  and  untenable.  Let  that  be  as  it  may, 
they  are  the  result  of  the  most  mature  and  deliberate  re- 
flection I  have  been  able  to  give  to  a  subject  of  so  much 
political  and  pecuniary  importance.  I  have  long  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  the  United  States  cannot  hold 
land  in  any  State  of  the  Union,  except  for  the  purposes 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution ;  and  whatever  right  they 
had  to  the  soil  while  the  country  remained  under  ter- 
ritorial  governments,  passed  to  the  States  formed  over 
the  same  territory  on  their  admission  into  the  Union,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  old  States. 

A  slight  attention  to  the  history  and  character  of  this 
Government,  will  satisfy  the  most  sceptical,  that  the 
United  States  did  not,  as  a  Government,  under  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  acquire  by  conquest  from  Great 
Britain,  any  title  to  the  waste  ana  unapprepriated  lands 
(formerly  called  Crown  lands,)  lyin^  within  die  chartered 
limits  of  any  of  the  parties  to  that  league  or  compact. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinions  or  wishes  of 
some  of  the  States  upon  the  subject,  it  is  obvious  that  it 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  of  tliat  day,  that  the 
United  States  would  (in  the  event  of  success  attending 
the  war  in  which  thev  were  then  engaged,)  be  entitled  to 
these  lands.  If  such  had  been  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
why  did  they  pass  the  resolution  of  the  13ih  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780,  asking  that  as  a  favor  which  they  might  de- 
mand as  a  right  f  On  the  contrary,  it  was  then  believed 
that  ilic  States  would,  ui  virtue  of  their  sovereignty,  suc- 
ceetl  to  all  the  rights  of  the  crown  over  these  lands,  if 
they  succeeded  in  the  establishing  their  independence. 
And  this  doctrine  has  been  fully  sustained  by  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
cases  of  Fletcher  and  Pcck,and  Johnston  and  Mcintosh*  As 
the  resolution  referred  to,  and  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings under  it,  form  the  hasb  of  right  now  exercised  over 
tJie  public  Unds  by  the  United  States  within  the  new 
States,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  the  resolution,  the 
cession  by  Vii^nia  to  tlie  United  States  of  her  waste 
and  unappropnated  lands  north-west  of  the  Ohio  river, 
the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  1787,  and  the  cession  b^ 
Georgia  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1803.  By  this 
resolution  Congress  requested  che  States  having  waste  and 
unappropriated  lands  m  the  Western  country,  to  make 
liberal  cessions  to  the  Union  ;  and  promised  that  the  lands 
so  ceded  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of 
the  United  SUtes,  and  be  settled  and  fiirmed  into  dis- 
tinct republican  States, which  States  should  become  mem- 
bers of  .the  Federal  Union,and  have  the  same  rights  of  sove- 
rcignty,  freedom  and  independence,  as  the  otlier  States. 
1vol.  Laws  U.S.  p.  475. 

Virginia,  with  that  spirit  of  patriotism  and  liberality 
which  characterizes  all  her  public  acts,  eranted  this  re- 
quest, by  conveyinff  to  the  United  SUtes  Jl  her  waste  and 
unappropriated  lands  Nortliwest  of  the  Ohio  river.  But  the 
same  patriotism  which  induced  this  great  sacrifice  of  inter- 
est on  the  part  of  Viiginia,  induced  her  to  secure,  as  ftr  as 
practicable,  the  sovei-eignty,  freedom,  and  independence 
of  the  States  thus  to  be  credited.  And,  therefore,  ra  tne 
act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  and  the  deed  of  cession, 
the  grant  is  imde  upon  this  express  condition:  **Tbat  is  to 
sav,  upon  this  condition,  that  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be 
laid  out  and  formed  into  States  containing  a  suiuble  ex- 
tent of  Territory  j  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more  ^ 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  square,  or  u  near  th^re-  * 
to  as  drcumitanees  will  admit;  and  that  the^tates  to 
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formed  shall  be  distinct  republican  States*  and  admitted 
members  of  the  federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of 
sovereignty,  f)*eedom  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States.'^  Al\er  the  execution  of  this  deed  of  cession, 
Congressthonght  proper,  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  to 
pass  an  ordinance  for  the  Government  of  the  territory 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  in  which  the  terms  and  condi. 
tions  expressed  in  the  deed  of  cession  are  essentially  al- 
tered, and  tbe  folio wirtg  restricted  terms  for  the  admis* 
sion  of  these  new  States  into  the  Union,  are  enacted. 
<*The  legislatures  of  tbese  districts  or  new  States,  shall 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  tbe  soil  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any 
regulations  Con^ss  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 
title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchaser.  No  tax 
shall  be  imposed  on  the  land,  the  property  of  the  United 
States."  *^  The  navigable  waters  leadmg  into  tbe  Missis- 
sippi and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  carrying  placet  between 
the  same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  for  ever  free,  as 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  Territories  as  to  the  citizens 
of  tlie  United  States,and  those  of  any  other  States  that  may 
be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impost, 
or  duty  therefor."  By  this  article  of  the  ordinance.  Con- 
^ss  violated  the  compact  with  Virginia.  The  condi- 
tions contained  in  the  act  of  the  legislature  and  deed  of 
cession,  are  entirely  disregarded ;  and  new,  contradicto- 
ry conditions  imposed  upon  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory. Sir,  CongKss  had  no  power  to  change  or  alter 
these  conditions^  not  even  with  the  consent  of  Virginia  ; 
because  they  were  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple who  were  to  become  citizens  of  these  new  States. 
Those  who  had  purchased  land  from  the  United 
States,  and  settled  there  under  this  compact,  and  fbr 
whose  government  this  ordinance  was  intended,  had  a 
vested  right  in  those  conditions  ;  which  could  not  be  di- 
vested by  one,  or  both  of  the  original  parties  to  the  com- 
pact. Therefore,  that  portion  of  the  ordinance  was 
wholly  void  and  inoperative,  which  changed  the  condi- 
tions of  admisnon. 

Sir,  I  have  already  shown  that  all  the  States  of  tbe 
Union,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  became  sovereign  and 
independent ;  and,  in  virtue  of  their  sovereignity,  were 
entlded  to  all  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  with- 
in their,  limits.  I  have  shown  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  the  old  Congest:  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary  conclusion,  that 
some  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty  to  which  the  old  States 
were  entitled,  the  new  SUtes  have  been  deprived  of,  by 
extending  the  restricted  conditions  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  their  admission. 

All  the  writers  on  public  law,  the  ablest  jurists  of 
ancient  and  modem  times,  agree  that  sovereignty  is 
necessarily  and  inseparably  connected  with  tbe  territory 
and  right  of  soil  ever  whieh  it  is  exercised.  So  essential 
is  this  right,  that  sovereignty  cannot  exist  without  it. 
Vattel,  165^112—99.  By  the  conditions  on  which 
the  hew  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union,  they  have 
been  deprived  of  tbe  right  of  disposing  of,  or  in  any 
manner  interfering  with  the  disposition  of  the  pubUc  land, 
or  any  regulations  that  Congress  may  choose  to  make 
fur  securing  to  the  purchasers  any  title  it  might  choose  to 
giant)  they  have  been  deprived  of  the  right  of  taxing  tbe 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  for  any  length  of 
time  they  may  chooee  to  withhold  it  from  sale;  they  have 
been  deprived,  forever,  of  the  right  of  collecting  tolls 
upon  their  own  navigabte  waters,  although  they  may 
improve  their  navij^ation  at  their  own  expense,  and  of 
the  right  of  charging  tolls  for  turnpike  roads,  which 
they  may  make  between  those  waters.  Under  these 
circumstances,  can  any  one  say  that  the  new  States  have 
the  same  rights  of  sovereigpnty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
Micc^  as  the  old  } 

Sir,  the  creation  of  a  sovereign  State  over  this  territory 


with  the  consent  of  Congress,  was  of  itself  a  transfer  of 
the  whole  title  to  the  land,  and  right  of  domain  of  the 
United  States  to  tbe  new  States.  If  it  would  not  have 
had  that  effect,  why  annex  these  restrictions  upon  their 
sovereignty  to  the  acts  of  admission  ?  The  very  neces- 
sity which  induced  the  United  States  to  pass  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  and  the  subsequent  acts  extending  its 
conditions  to  other  States  admitted  into  tlie  Union,  proves 
that,  without  these  restrictions,  the  new  States  would 
have  been  entitled  to  all  the  land  within  their  limits,  and 
all  other  rights  of  eminent  domain.  I  have  shown  that 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  was  a  violation  of  the  compact 
with  Virginia.  1  will  now  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
ordinance  was  repealed  and  superseded  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  even  if  it  had  been  consistent 
with  tbe  compact  with  Virginia,  and  valid  under  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

Before  anyof  these  new  States  were  organized,  or 
admitted  into  the  Union,  a  new  era  in  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  United  States  occurred.  The  articles  of 
confederation  were  found  to  be  wholly  incompetent  to 
effect  the  national  purposes  for  which  they  were  de. 
signed;  and  it  became  necessary  to  new  model  the 
General  and  State  Governments.  Tbe  Constitution  of 
tbe  United  States  was  formed  in  1787,  and  adopted  by 
the  requisite  number  of  States  in  1788.  By  this  Consti- 
tution, the  States  conferred  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  all  the  national,  and  as  much  ftf  the  muni- 
cipal sovereignty,  as  they  deemed  necessary  for  the  great 
purposes  of  foreign  intercourse  and  national  defence. 
The  residue  of  the  municipal  sovereignty  was,by  the  10th 
article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  reserved 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.  The  Sutes,  fearing  what 
might  be,  and  now  is,  called  a  liberal  construction  of  the 
new  Constitution,  migh^  by  the  influence  of  implication, . ' 
result  in  a  consolidated,instead  of  a  confederated  Govern-' 
ment,suggestedand  carried  this,amongpther  amendments. 
By  this  amendment  it  is  expressly  declared,that  "The  pow* 
ers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States,  by  this  Constitu- 
tion, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  This  prevision 
plainly  fixes  the  boundaries  of  National  and  State  power: 
where  one  ends  the  other  begins;  and  when  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  powers  granted  to  tlie  United  States, 
and  those  prohibited  to  tbe  States,  funiishes  an  unerring 
rule  of  construction  of  the  whole  instrument;  which,  if 
adhered  to,  will  for  ever  keep  the  Federal  and  State 
Govecnmenta  within  their  proper  orbits;  and  the  exer- 
cise of  power  by  either,  within  its  legitimate  channels. 
It  is  impossible  to  avoid  error  of  construction  if  tbe  Con* 
stitution  of  the  United  States  be  regarded  (as  it  roost  fre- 
quently is,  by  American  statesmen,)  as  furnishing  the 
whole  fundamental  law  governing  the  action  of  tbe  Fed- 
eral Government.  The  Constitutions  of  the  several  States 
form  as  much  a  part  of  the  g^reat  c^e  of  constitutional 
law,  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  latter 
is  but  an  enuination  of  the  former,  and  depends  essen-. 
tially  fur  the,  character,  extent,  and  exercise  of  its  powers^ 
upon  a  correct  understanding  of  the  powers  reserved  to 
the  States.  The  States  intended  to  g^nt  no  power  to 
the  United  States,  that  they  could  exercise,  separately, 
themselves.  The  creation  of  this  Government  was  the 
result  of  necessity,  and  not  of  choice.  There  was  no 
municipal  power  that  the  States  could  not  exercise;  and 
therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  confer  upon  the  United 
States  any  suoh  power,  except  so  &r  as  it  became  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  exercise  of  national  power.  If  this 
view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  we  must  agree  that  the  Unit« 
ed  States  have  no  power  to  hold  land  iitfny  of  the  States,  to 
restrain  tbe  States  from  taxine  the  iM,  from  controlling 
the  navig&ble  waters  and  public  highways  within  their  ju- 
risdictions, unless  such  power  is  expressly  granted  by  the 
Constitution.    l*he  only  g^rant  of  power  upon  this  sab- 
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ject,  b  to  be  found  in  the  enumeration  of  the  powers  of 
Conmss,  in  the  8th  section  of  the  Ist  article,  in  these 
words  :  *<  Gong^ss  shall  have  power  to  exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  dis- 
trict, (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,)  as  may,  by  ces- 
sion of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress, 
become  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased 
by  consent  of  the  legifflature  of  the  State  in  which  the 
«ame  shall  be,  for  the  erection  efforts,  magazines,  arse- 
nals, dock-yaids,  and  other  needful  buildings."  So  much 
municipal  sovereignty  over  the  soil  within  the  States, 
and  no  more,  was  deemed  necessary  for  national  purpo- 
ses ;  and  thus  far,  it  has  been  found  amply  sufficient. 
The  power  to  purchase  land  for  the  erection  of  "  other 
needftil  buildings,"  than  those  specified,  authorizes  the 
purchase  of  land  for  navy  yards,  custom  houses,  court 
houses,  jails,  &c.  Here,  the  whole  power  of  Congress 
to  hold  land  within  a  SUte  of  the  Union,  or  to  make  com- 
pacts with  A  State  for  land,  ends  ;  and  here,  also,  termi- 
nates  the  exclusive  legislative  powers  of  Congress  over 
tand  within  the  States  ;  unless  these  powers  can  be  deri- 
ved from  the  power  granted  to  Congress  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union.  That  is  a  simple  and  uncondi- 
tional grant,  in  these  words  :  '<  New  States  may  \>e  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congpress,  into  the  Union. '^'  In  the  same 
section.  Congress  is  restrained  from  erecting  a  new  State 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  or  forming  a 
State  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  without  the 
consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  State  concerned,  as  well 
as  Congress.  If  the  Constitution  is  to  be  confined  in  its 
operation  to  its  plain  and  obvious  meaning  ^  if  to  infer 
powers  not  granted,  would  be  an  illegal  accretion  of  pow- 
er to  the  United  States,  »nd  an  encroachment  upon  the 
reserved  rights  and  municipal  sovereignty  of  the  States  f 
then  Congress  have  no  right  to  annex  any  condition  what- 
ever to  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into  the  Union, 
«nd  such  conditions  are  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Sir,8uppose  it  Were  within  the  competency  of  Congress 
and  the  States  to  enter  into  compacts,  could  they  enter 
Into  such  as  would  abridge  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  confer  upon  the  United  States  the  sovereignty  thus 
surrendered  r  Vattel,  in  discussing  this  question,  as  be- 
tween nations,  says  :  "A  nation  ought  to  preserve  it- 
aelfy  it  ought  preserve  all  its  members,  it  cannot  abandon 
them  ;  and  it  is  under  an  engagement  to  support  them  in 
their  rank  as  members  of  the  nation.  It  has  not  a  right, 
then,  to  traffic  with  theu-  rank  and  liberty,  on  account 
^aiiy  advantage  it  may  expect  to  derive  from  such  a  ne- 
gotiation. They  have  joined  the  society  for  the  purpose 
of  being  members  of  it  ^  they  submit  to  the  authority 
of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  in  concert, 
their  common  welfare  and  safety,  and  not  of  being  at  its 
disposal,  like  a  farm  or  a  herd  of  cattle."— Page  118. 
Again,  194,  he  says:  "  A  treaty  pernicious  to  the  State, 
is  null,  and  not  at  all  obligatory,  as  no  conductor  of  a  na- 
tion has  the  power  to  enter  into  engagements  t6  do  such 
things  as  are  capable  of  destroying  the  SUte  for  whose 
safety  the  government  is  entrusted  to  him.  The  nation 
being  necessarily  obliged  to  pcribrm  every  thing  required 
for  its  preservation  and  safety,  cannot  enter  into  engage- 
ments contrary  to  its  indispensable  obligations.  In  the 
year  1506,  the  States  General  of  the  kingdom  of  France 
assembled  at  Tours,  engaged  Louis  XII.  to  break  the  trea- 
ty he  had  concluded  with  the  emperor  Maximilian,  and 
the  archduke  Philip,  his  son,  because  that  treaty  was 
pernicious  to  the  kingdom.  They  also  decided  that  nei- 
ther the  treaty  nor  the  oat^  that  had  accompanied  it,  could 
be  binding  on  theU||g»  who  had  no  right  to  alienate  the 
property  of  tiie  dSpn.'*  High  and  respectable  as  tliis 
authority  is,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  one 
atiU  higher,  the  obligations  of  which  operate  directlv 
upon  our  legislative  power ;  it  is  the  Constitution  itself. 


By  the  10th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  which,  the  States 
are  expressly  prohibited  from  entering  "  into  any  treaty, 
alliance,  or  confederation,**  whatever.  Every  compact 
between  sovereign  States  is  a  treaty.  "  A  treaty,  in  La- 
tin, fcedus,  is  a  compact  made  with  a  view  to  the  public 
welfare,  by  the  superior  power,  either  for  perpetuity  or 
for  a  considerable  time."— Vattel,  192.  •'As  a  State  that 
has  put  herself  under  the  protection  of  another,  has  not, 
on  that  account,  forfeited  her  character  of  sovereignty, 
she  may  make  treaties  and  contract  alliances,  unless  she 
has  in  the  treaty  of  protection  expressly  renounced  (hat 
right.  But  she  continues  forever  after  bound  by  this 
treaty  of  protection,  so  that  she  cannot  enter  into  any  en- 
gltgements  contrary  to  it," 

Sir,  a  just  application  of  these  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  prohibition  on  the 
States  to  enter  into  "  any  treaty,"  proves  that  tiie  States 
of  this  Union  have  no  power  to  enter  into  any  compact 
with  the  United  SUtes,  and  much  leas  with  Congress^  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  except  those  enumerated  in  tlie 
Constitution.  By  the  law  of  nations,  just  referred  to,  it 
appears  that  a  State,  buiding  hcraelf.by  a  treaty  of 
protection  not  to  enter  into  treaties  or  alliances,  is  forever 
precluded  from  that  right  The  States  of  this  tJnion 
have  bound  themselves  by  a  much  more  sacred  and  obli- 
gatory instrument,  not  to  **  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance, 
or  confederation."  Surely,  then,  they  have  no  power  to 
enter  into  coihpacts  to  abridge  their  sovereig^.ty.  If  the 
Constitution  prohibits  the  States  from  making  such  trea- 
ties with  the  United  States,  it  is  equally  prohibitory  on 
the  United  SUtes  to  enter  into  such  treaties  or  compacts 
with  the  States.  If  tiie  United  States  can  enter  mto  trea- 
ties or  compacts  with  the  new  States  for  the  acqidsition 
of  sovereignty,  land,  or  money,  not  warranted  by  the 
Constitution,  she  may  do  the  same  with  tl)e  old  States^ 
and  thereby  change,  amend,  or  destroy  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  land  by  compacts  with  the  States.  These 
compacts^  if  valid  at  all,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  as  obligatoiy  on  all  the_people  of  the  United  SUtes 
aathe  Constitution  itself.  The  States  cannot,  by  any  act 
of  then*s,  release  themselves  from  their  operation  \  they 
can  pass  no  law  violating  them,  nor  can  Congress.  But, 
by  the  concurring  consent  of  both  parties,  like  all  other 
contracts,  they  mny  be  cancelled.  Thus,  then,  the  con- 
stitutional law  may  be  changed,  by  the  simple  operation 
of  making  and  cancelling  a  contract.  But,  sir,  are  the 
conditions  annexed  to  the  admission  of  the  new  States, 
treaties,  compacts,  or  contracts  ?  All  the  essential  quali- 
ties necessaiy  to  constitute  a  valid  contract  between  indi- 
viduals by  tiie  common  law,  are  required  by  the  law  of 
nations  to  constitute  a  ^id  treaty  or  compact  between 
nations  or  sovereign  States.  In  either  case,  the  parties 
must  be  able  ;  that  is,  they  must  have  legal  power  5  they 
must  be  willing ;  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract  must 
be  authorized  or  permitted  by  the  law  governing  it  5  *nd 
the  contract  must  be  made  according  to  the  forms  of  that 
law.  Testing  the  conditions  annexed  by  Congress  in  the 
statutes  for  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into  the  Union, 
(which  by  a  singular  misnomer  are  called  compacts,)  by 
these  simple  rules,  it  will  be  found  that  they  do  not  pos- 
sess one  of  the  legal  requisites  of  a  compact.  The  onlv 
compacts  that  Congress  can  nuike  Vtth  the  States  on  such 
subjects,  are  those  enumerated  in  the  sections  of  the 
Constitution  already  referred  to.  By  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  cession  and  consent  of  particular  States, 
the  United  States  may  acquu«  right  to  the  soil  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  States  for  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  for  the  purposes  of  erecting 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards^  and  other  needful 
buildings  $  and,  when  thus  acquired,  Congren  can  exer« 
else  exclusive  legislation  over  it.  Congress  may  entisr 
into  a  compact  with  a  particular  State  foe  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  new  SUte  with'm  its  jurisdiction,  or  wtth  two 
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or  more  States  for  the  purpose  of  consoIUIating  them  into 
one.  The  first  of  these  powers  authorizes  the  acquisi- 
tion of  soil  and  jurisdiction,  but  the  latter  authorizes 
neither.  .  It  has  been  shown  that  the  States  confer rred 
upon  the  United  States  these  ri^its  of  acquiring  soil  and 
exercising*  municipal  sovcrciffnty  for  national  purposes 
only,  and  as  auxiliary  to  the  national  powers.  Here,  then, 
the  spliere  of  the  municipal  action  of  the  United  States 
is  limited  to  specified  objects,  to  be  effected  by  specific 
modes.  It  has  been  shown  tliat  all  other  municipal  su- 
vereignly  over  the  residue  of  the  soil  was  expressly  re- 
tained to  the  States. 

From  these   propositions  the  induction  is  plain,  that 
Congress  had  no  constitutional  power  to  enter  iuto  a  com- 
pact with  the  new  States  for  the  land,  and  jurisdiction 
over  it|  within  those  States,  and,  therefore,  Congress  was 
unable  to  make  the  compacts.     Tiic  other  party  had  still 
less  power.     The  people  of  the  Territories  had  no  poli- 
tical power,  whatever  political  rlghtft  they  may  have  ImuI. 
Those  Territories  were  not  States  ;  the  inhabitants  were 
not  citizens  of  States,  nor  of  the  United  SUtes.     They 
could  not  vote  for  a  President  or  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  ?  they  could  not  vote  by  their  Representa- 
tives in  Congress.    It  has  been  determined  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  that  tlie  inhnbitaiUs  of 
the  Territorial  Governments  are  not  citizens  of  States  or 
of  the  United  States.     They  were,  therefore,  the  mere 
subjects  of  the  United  States,  and  bound  by  their  laws, 
ill  the  enacting*  of  whicli  they  had  no  participat:oii,  and, 
of  course,  could  oppose  no  iK>litical  resistance  to  their 
operation.     Tlic  people  of  tlie  Territorial  Governments, 
standing  in  tliis  relation  to  the  United  States,  were  poli- 
tically passive.     And,  therefore,  when  Congress  passed 
laws  authorizing  them  to  dect  members  of  a  convention, 
and  authorized  that  convention  to  form  a  Constitution  fur 
the  Government  of  the  State,  the  people  were  as  much 
bound  by  that  as  by  any  other  law  of  the  United  States. 
The  convention,  when  thus  organized,  had  not  ever,  the 
nominal  option  of  accepting  or  rejecting  propositions  in 
relation  to  the  right  of  soil,  taxation  of  land,  and  jurisdic- 
tion over  navigable  streams,  and  certain  carrying  places 
between  them,  (as  seems  to  be  generally  supposed. )  No, 
sir,  these  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  178r,  were,  by 
these  statutes,  made  the  basis  of  the  Constitutions  to  be 
formed.     After  pointing  out  the  mode  of  electing  mem- 
bers and  organizing  the  conventions,  the  statutes  autlior- 
ized  the  cjnveiitions  ••  to  form  for  the  people  of  the  said 
State,  a  Constitution  and  State  Government ;  provided 
the  same  was  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  ordi- 
nance  of  the  13ih  of  July,  1787."— Laws  U.  S.  3  vol. 
497.     Would  any  lawyer  call  this  a  compact  >    Here,  to 
be  sure,  are  conditions  tendered  to  the  people  of  the 
Territories,  but  they  are  tlie  only  conditions  upon  which 
they  are  permitted  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Go- 
vernment.    These  conditioas  were  not  propositions  for  a 
compact,  but  were  tlie  law  of  llie  United  States  prescrib- 
ing to  these  people  a  rule  of  action,  and  the  only  authori- 
ty by  which  they  were  permitted  then  to  act  on  tliat  siib- 
ject ;  and  this  is  called  a  comp.ict  between  tlieXJitited 
States  and  the  new  States  !     Upon  the  same  prmciple, 
wiienever  the  people  obey  a  statute,  a  compact  is  thereby 
formed  between  them  ami  the  Government.     It  sorely 
cannot  be  necessary  to  carry  this  inquiry  further,  to  prove 
that  there  never  was  a  compact  between  the  United  States 
and   tlie  new  States,  by  whieh  the  latter  yielded  tiieir 
right  to,  and  sovereignty  ovcf  the  lands  within  their  li- 
miu  i  and  even  if  there  had  been,  I  have  shown  that  all 
such  compacts  are  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Sir,  if  this  reasoning  be  correct,  the  advocates  of  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  the  lands  in  the  new  States, 
and  the  concomiUnt  rights  contended  for,  are  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  sustaining  them  upon  tjie  statutes  of 
the  United  States  alone,  and  of  maintaining  the  paradoxic 
Vol.  IV — o3 


cal  doctrine,  that  Congress  can  by  statute  acquire  any 
rigljt  belonging  to  the  States,  of  property  or  sovcreigntv, 
the  Constitution  to  ihe  contrary  notwithstanding.  And 
paradoxical  as  this  doctrine  may  appear,  if  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  these  lands,  and  the  right  of  Congress 
to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  them,  be  sustained, 
the  whole  power  is  admitted,  and  the  most  dangerous 
precedent  ever  yet  established  will  remain  in  full  force. 

The  compact  between  Georgia  and  the  United  States 
is  not  liable  to  one  of  the  objections  taken  to  those  witli 
the  new  States.  Georgia  was  at  the  time  of  making  it 
an  organized  and  an  old  State,  but  she  was  one  of  the 
States  that  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  she  bound  herself  never  to  enter  into  any  treaty, 
alliance,  or  confederation  ?  therefore,  so  much  of  that 
compact  as  extendl-d  the  operation  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  was  void,  upon  the 
reasons  and  authorities  applicable  to  the  compacts  with 
the  new  States.  IJut  so  far  as  the  compact  related  mere- 
ly to  the  erection  of  new  States  within  the  territory  ceded 
by  Georgia,  it  is  valid  and  binding,  because  Congress  may 
erect  a  new  State  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  another  State, 
with  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  such  State.— See 
3d  sec.  4tli  art.  Const.  U.S.  The  consent  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia,  as  well  as  of  Congre&i,  being  had  to  the 
erection  of  these  States,  for  that  purpose,  the  compact  is 
constitutional  and  binding. — See^  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  Umted  States  and  Georgia, 
1  vol.  Laws  U.  S.  448. — See  also  act  of  Congress  extend- 
ing the  ordinance  of  17S7  to  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
3  vol.  Laws  U.  S.  380. 

Sir,  I  have  shown  that  all  compacts  between  sovereign 
States  are  treaties  {  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  make 
compacts  for  land  or  jurisdiction  over  it,  except  for  cer- 
tain specified  purposes.  I  have  shown  that  the  land  and 
jurisdiction  .over  it,  and  all  other  ri^lits  of  eminent  do-  ~ 
main,  belong  to  the  old  States  in  virtue  of  their  sove- 
reignty, except  so  far  as  they  have  been  conferred  upon 
the  Government  of  the  Union  for  national  purposes  <  that 
the  new  States  would  have  been  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
wiiich  the  old  States  enioyed,  if  these  compacts  had  not 
been  made  ;  and  1  liave  shown,  by  irresistible  implication, 
that  Congress  believed  that  the  new  States  would  be  en- 
titled to  the  land  within  their  limits,  and  all  the  other 
rights  of  eminent  domain,  of  which  they  have  been  depriv- 
ed, if  the  principles  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  had  not  been 
extended  to  them  in  the  manner  mentioned.  If  all  these 
propositions  be  true,  these  compacts  (admitting  them  to 
be  such)  must  be  null  and  void,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  United  States  have  the  constitutional  right  to 
hokl  land  in  the  States,  for  other  purposes  than  tliuse 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution  ;  and  upon  proving  that 
proposition,  another  equally  difficult  of  proof  remains  to 
be  established  before  the  title  of  the  United  Slates  to 
these  lands  can  be  made  out.  All  compacts  between  so- 
vereign States  being  treaties,  and  Congress  having  no 
right  to  make  treaties,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  treaty* 
making  power  of  the  United  States  was  employed  in 
making  these  compacts.  The  treaty-making  power  be- 
ing vested  in  tiie  President  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Constitution,  and  these  compacts  not  hav- 
ing been  made  by  them,  they  are  void  upon  that  ground 
also,  even  if  they  would  otherwise  have  been  valid. 

Sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject  worthy  of  con- 
sideration.  There  was  nothing  in  the  conditions  contain- 
Ctrl  in  the  deed  of  cession  by  Virginia,  which  rendered 
that  part  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  necessary  for  carrying 
thera  into  effect  The  first  condition  was,  that  the  land 
ceded  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  all 
the  States,  Virginia  included  i  ai^kf  »econd,  tliat  the 
ceded  territory  should  be  laid  eUJ^Bsrmed  into  distinct 
republican  States,  and  that  thesMpn  should  be  admit- 
ted  into  the  Union,  with  all  the  Tfghu  of  iOYcreignty, 
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freedom,  and  independence,  of  the  old  States.  There  waa 
no  limitation  of  time  in  the  deed  of  cession  within  which 
the  United  States  was  bound  to  do  all  these  things.  The 
ordinance,  fixing  the  time  when  tliese  new  States  shoidd 
be  admitted  at  the  period  when- they  should  have  sixty 
thousand  free  inhabitants,  was  the  voluntary  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  not  required  by  the  terms  of  the  compact. 
Before  any  State  formed  out  of  this  Icrrilory  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  Virginia  had  given  an  interpretion  and 
her  meaning  of  the  words  employed  in  one  of  these  con- 
ditions by  her  compact  with  Kentucky,  by  which  the  lat- 
ter became  a  sovereign,  free,  atid  independent  State,  and 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  At  the  time  the  compact 
was  made  between  the  United  States  snd  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky formed  a  part  of  what  was  then  her  waste  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in  the  Western  country.  Slie  had 
commenced  appropriating  and  settling  them.     In  1789, 


fer  upon  him,  also,  the  guardianship  of  the  son.  Atul 
suppose  this  testamentary  guardian  and  trtistee  were  to 
say  to  the  ward,  when  arrived  at  the  nge  of  twenty  years, 
(who,  like  the  people  of  Territorial  Governments',  would 
be  anxious  for  self  government,)  if  you  will  agree  never 
to  interfere  with  my  riglit  to  dispose  of  your  manor  of  C, 
for  my  use,  1  will  release  you  from  your  wardship,  and 
permit  you  to  <lo  as  you  please  with  the  rest  of  your  es- 
tate (  and  the  ward-were  to  "agree  to  this  proposition,  and 
were  even  to  execute  a  release  to  the  guardian,  the  law 
would  pronounce  this  contract  to  be  void.  And  yet  this 
is  not  so  strong  a  case  as  that  of  the  Territories  and  the 
United  States:  for  the  latter  did  not  even  give  the  fer- 
mer  the  right  to  decide  upon  the  proposhion  of  yielding 
up  their  patrimony,  but  told  them  plainly,  you  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  self-government  unles^i  you  give  up  to  us  all 
right  to  the  land  which,  but  for  this  act,  would  have  been 


the  Virginia  Legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  j  theirs;  and  tliii  act  having  been  shown  to  be  utterly  void 
people  of  Kentucky  to  form  a  State  Constitution ;  by  upon  legal  and  coiistitutitmal  principles,  the  land  now  of 
which  act  they  gave  up  all  ttie  unappropriated  land  with- :  right  belongs  to  the  States,  together  with  all  otlier  rights 
in   Kentucky,  to  be  disposed  of  |is  the  new  State  might  j  of  sovereignty  of  whicl^lJiey  have  been  thus  unconstitu- 


think  proper.  This  shows  what  Virginia  meant  by  the 
condition,  **  having  the  s:ime  rights  of  sovereignty,  free- 
dom,  and  independence,  as  the  oiher  States,"  contained 
in  her  deed  of  cession  to  the  United  States.  Because,  if 
she  had  believed  it  consistent  with  the  sovereignty,  free- 
dom, and  independence  of  a  republican  State,  lO  be  de- 
prived of  enHftent  tlomain— if  she  had  thought  it  consist- 
ent with  \hiit  equably  which  ou^ht  to  subsist  between 
sister  States  of  the  bamc  Union— it  is  not'  probable  that 
she  would  have  given  to  Kentucky  land  worth  more  than 
two  millions  of  dollars.  But  Virginia  was  not  so  money- 
wise  as  some  of  the  States  arc  at  the  present  day.  Slie 
was  not  disposed  to  deprive  a  State  of  its  sovereignly  for 
the  sake  of  money.  So  far  as  thecoursc  pursued  by  Virginia 
towards  l^entucky  shows  her  meaning  of  the  condiiiona 
contained  in  her  ^eed  of  cession  to  the  United  States,  it 
is  a  good  rule  of  construction  :  for  she  had  then  no  par- 
ticular interest  in  the  matter  i  at  least,  h«r  interest,  if 
any,  was  the  other  way. 

Sir,  if  the  United  States  might  have  performed  all  the 
conditions  ih  the  deedof  cession,  and  chose  to  violate  a 
part  of  them,  she  must  abide  by  the  consequences  \  aiul 
the  people  of  the  States  are,  nevertheless,  entitled  to  all' 


tionally  deprived. 

Sir,  however  important  may  be  the  qtiestion  of  pecu- 
niary interest  involved  in  the  measure  under  discussion, 
it  sinks  into  in&ignificance  when  compared  with  the  politi- 
cal principle  involved.  The  g»-eal  political  question  in- 
volved is  \\\iB  :  can  the  United  States,  by  mere  legislation, 
by  tr^-aty,  or  by  any  form  of  contract  yith  the  States,  ac- 
quire  rights  of  sovereignly  or  property  not  granted  to  the 
former  by  the  Constitution,  but  expressly  reserved  to  the 
latter  ?  If  such  power  docs  exist  in  this  Government, 
liberty  and  free  Government  cannot  be  preserved  by  a 
written  Constitution.  All  the  checks  and  balances  ne- 
cessary for  the  preservation  of  Ihese  viial  principles  were 
believed  to  have  been  carefully  and  skilfidly  interwoven 
into  the  very  texture  of  tliis  system  of  Government.  State 
rights  and  Stale  sovereignty,  it  was  thought,  were  protect- 
ed beyond  doubt  or  controversy  by  the  10th  article  of  the 
amendments  to  the  Constitution.  But  this,  and  all  the 
other  guards  in  the  Constitution,  may  be  abandoned,  if 
the  principles  contended  for  by  the  opponents  of  this 
measure,  stiall  prevail,  and  be  practised  upon,  i^he  prin- 
ciple contended  for  by  them,  is,  that  the  United  States 
can  contract  with  a  State  of  this  Union  for  a  portion  of 


their  cqnstitutional  rights,  even  if  the  United  States  shall '  its  sovereignty  ;  ff)rsuch  was  the  contract  with  Georgia, 
get  less  by  this  voluntary  cesbion  made  by  Virginia,  than  j  and  such  the  contracts  with  the  new  :siates,  if  contracts  at 
her  avarice  seems  willing  to  demand.  I'he  same  course  all,  if  a  contract  of  this  character  is  valid  for  a  portion 
of  reasoning,  in  a  great  degree,  applies  to  the  cession  of  the  sovereignty  of  a  State,  it  would  be  equally  valid 
made  by  Georgia.  The  conditions  of  that  cession  were,  |  for  the  whole.  Do  the  friends  of  State  sovereignty  per- 
that  the  land  ceded  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  com- '  ceive  that  by  supporting  this  doctrine  they  are  sustaining 
mon  benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia  included  5  and  '  a  principle  wliich  may  overturn  State  sovereignty,  by  the 
when  the  territory  should  have  sixty  tltousand  free  inhubi-  mere  operation  of  money  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
Unts,  it  was  to  be  formed  into  a  State,  and  admitted  into  |  of  aU  the  disputed  rights  between  this  and  the  SUte  Go- 
tlie  Union.  The  United  States  had  all  the  time  from  I  vernmenls  ?  If  the  interest  which  the  United  States  have, 
the  date  of  the  cession  until  there  should  be  sixty  thou- 1  or  suppose  they  have,  in  these  lands,  has  such  an  influ- 
sand  free  inhabiUnts  in  the  territory.  If  she  failed  to  dis-  cnce  ni  the  detei-mination  of  this  question,  what  may  we 
pose  of  the  land  within  the  time  hmited  in  the  compact,  not  apprehend  from  the  infltience  of  interest  or  money 
the  right  t©  it  legally  and  necessarily  passed  to  the  sove- !  upon  other  questions  ?  Sustaining  this  principle  of  com- 
reign,  free,  and  independent  States  formed  over  it ;  that  pacts  establishes  a  precedent  for  barlcrine-  in  sovereignty 
being  the  legal  effect  of  the  contract.  Sir,  notwithstand-  ]  between  the  United  States  and  the  Stales  :  and  it  csta- 
ing  the  people  inhabiting  tliese  Territorial  Governnients  '  Wishes  a  still  more  dangerous  precedent    It  is  this  :  that 


had  no  political  powers,  they  had  political  rights.  They 
had  a  right,  by  the  Constitution,  to  the  beneftts  of  self- 
government.  When  the  Territories  were  formed  into 
State  Governments,  they  bad  a  right  to  unconditional  ad- 
misMon  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
other  SUtes.  These  people,  with  all  these  rights,  were 
placed  under  the  entire  control  aiul  government  of  the 
United  States.  Under  these  circumstances,  Congress 
could  no  more  malj^i^a^ntract  with  them  than  a  guai-dian 
can  with  his  ward^^Kpse  A,  by  his  will,  were  to  convey 
to  B  the  whole  oMHRte  in  trust  for  bis  only  sen,  to  be 
conve)cd  to  him  wSEi  Ife  arrived  atfttU  age,  and  tO£on- 


the  ownership  of  land  by  the  United  States,  within  a 
Stale,  gives  them  the  riglit  to  dispose  of  it  as  they  please 
by  the  legisktion  of  Congress.  +laving  the  possession  of 
the  immense  revenues  derivable  from  commerce,  the 
United  States  may  purchase  land  in  any  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,  from  the  fee  simple  owners  ?  and  when  tlicy 
liave  obtamed  it,  may  granl  it  in  fee  simple,  fee  condition- 
al, or  fee  tail,  or  they  may  lease  it  out,  and  improve  it  in 
any  way  they  may  think  proper.  They  may  make  roads 
and  canals  over  it,  build  houses  or  nwrnufactories ;  in  short, 
they  may  do  every  thing  that  the  lord  paramount  may  do 
With  hi*  own  domain. 
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Strf  this  is  not  an  idle  speculation  ;  lliis  principle  was 
distinctly  recognized  a  few  days  since  by  the  Senate,  and 
R  part,  at  least,  of  its  ground  occupied.  A  bill  passed 
the  Senate  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Stages 
to  lease  out  certain  lots  of  land  lying  iu  the  State  of  Il- 
linois, for  a  term  of  years,  and  authorizing  the  Pi*esident, 


their  acquisition  j  that  the  acquisition  of  the  Crown  lands 
was  one  of  the  inducements  to  the  Revolution  %  that  they 
have  been  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt ; 
and,  therefore,  the  United  States  cannot,  in  justice  to 
themselves  and  good  faith  to  their  creditors,  relinquish 
them  to  the  new  St&tes.  '  It  hrs  been  shown  that  the  suc- 


with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  an  ;  cessful  isstie  of  the  Uevolution  did  not  confer  upon  the 


agent  or  steward  to  superintend  these  leasehold  estates  of 
the  United  States  and  to  collect  the  rents.  Is  this  not 
establialiing  the  principle  that  the  United  States,  own- 
ing the  soil  within  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  may 
establish  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  between  the 
United  states  and  the  citizens  of  that  State  .'  Is  it  not 
establishing  the  principle  that  the  United  States  may  im* 
prove  or  dispose  of  her  lands  a<i  she  pleases  }  Is  it  not 
establishing  the  ])riociple  that  officers,  for  the  superin- 
tendence of  such  affairs,  may  be  appointed  by  the  United 
States?  And  what  more  is  necewary  to  establish  the  whole 
of  the  doctrine  ? 

Sir,  suppose  a  majority  of  Congress  have  in  view  some 
favorite  project  of  internal  improvement  within  the  State 
of  Virginia,  for  instance,  to  which  Virginia  opposes  her 
State  sovereignty,  may  not  Cangrcss  pas*  a  law  appro- 
priating money  and  autlioriztng  the  purchase  of  the  land 
from  the  fee  simple  ownars,  for  the  track  of  a  canal  or  a 
road,  and  thereby  confer  upon  Congress  tlie  right  of  le- 
gislating over  it  ^  And  what,  then,  becomes  of  the  State 
sovereignty  of  Viivinia  ? 

Or  suppose  the  United  Stales  choose  to  make  a  contract 
directly  with  any  of  the  States  for  any  or  all  of  their  so- 


United  States,  as  a  Government,  the  Crown  lands  in  the 
respective  States,  but  that  the  States  in  whicii  they  lay, 
in  virtue  of  their  sovereignty,  succeeded  to  all  the  pre- 
vious rights  of  the  Crown.  Stich  has  been  the  opinions 
of  the  «>ld  Congress,  of  the  Congress  under  the  present 
Constitution,  and  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  The  Crown  lands  had,  it  is  true,  some  influence 
in  producing  the  Revolution,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  De- 
claration of  Independence  ;  but  it  was  an  influence  whol- 
ly adverse  to  tlie  arguments  urged  against  this  measure. 
The  complaint  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  against 
the  King,  on  this  subject,  is  in  these  words  t  *<Ke  has 
endeavored  to  prevent  tlie  population  of  these  States  ; 
for  that  purpose  obstructing  tlie  laws  for  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  foreigners  ;  refusing  to  pass  ethers  to  encourage 
emigration  hilher,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  appro- 
priations of  lands."  « 

Sir,  the  opponents  of  this  bill  are  welcome  to  the  full 
benefits  of  these  complaints  against  the  Kin^  of  Great 
Britain,  and  their  just  application  to  the  ^xntmg  state  of 
things  here.  These  very  complaints  may  now  be  justly 
urged  by  the  new  States  against  the  United  States.  Is 
there  not,  now,  an  attempt  making  to  discourage  or  pre- 


vercignty,  as  she  did  with  Georgia  for  a  portion  of  hers,  1  vent  emigration  to  the  new  States,  by  refusing  to  pass 


would  not  such  compacts  bcco-ne  as  sacred  as  these  are  f 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [.Mr.  Babtoit]  in  his  speech 
upon  this  subject,  dwelt  much  upon  the  sacredness  and 
inviolability  of  these  compacts.  The  po>ver  has  been 
denied  to  Congress,  by  other  gentlemen,  to  pass  any  law 
contrary  to  them.  What  more  reverence  and  respect 
could  be  manifested  for  the  Constitution,  or  what  more 
obligatory  force  would  that  instrument  have  upon  the  le- 
gislatioo  of  Congress  ?  By  these  compacts  the  new  States 
are  reduced  to  a  state  of  vassalage  f  they  have  become 
the  mere  feudatories  of  the  United  States  ;  may  not  the 
old  States  be  reduced  to  the  same  condition  by  the  same 
means  ?  These  compacts  operate  here  as  constitutional 
law  ;  may  not  other  compacts  operate  in  the  same  way  ? 
If  they  ma}',  then  the  constitutional  law  may  be  changed 
by  compacts.  Is  the  Senate  prepared  to  sacrifice  the 
Constitution  for  money  ?  Shall  we  establish  principles 
and  preccilents  which  may  leadto'the  destruction  of  the 
only  free  Government  in  the  world,  that  ihe  Treasury 
may  be  a  little  richer  >  If  all  these  lands  were  given  up 
to  the  States,  they  woul  i  not  be  lost  to  the  United  States. 
Whatever  adds  to  the  wealth  or  prosperity  of  the  States 
increases  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  which  is  most  important  to  the  people,  these  lands  or 
the  Constitution,  money  or  liberty  ?  The  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Bahton]  stated  that  this  question  of  save- 
reignty  of  the  new  Stales.wasoneof  no  importance  in  the 
consideration  of  tliis  measure.  I  have  no  doubl  he  think* 
so  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  a  more  important  question^  tlian 
the  one  really  involved  could  not  engage  the  attention  of 
Congress,  however  lilQe  interest  it  may  excite  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

Inquiry,  however;  has  been  awakened  on  this  subject, 
and  it  will  go  on  whatever  may  be  th<j  fate  of  the  mea- 
sure under  discussion  {  and  tlie  doctrines  here  advanced 
will,  I  trust,  gain  strength  as  the  Inquiry  progresses,  not 
in  the  new  States  only,  but  every  where  thai  the  subject 


laws  for  that  purpose  ?  And,  if  not,  by  raising  the  condi 
tions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands,  th^  same  eflTect  is 
intended  to  be  produced,  by  refusing  to  reduce  the  price 
to  their  real  value.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  at. the  pre- 
sent session  of  Congress,  has  entered  into  a  learned  and 
labored  argument  to  show  that  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  ought  not  to  be  reduced,  because  it  would  give  too 
much  encouragement  to  emigration  from  the  old  to  the 
new  States,  and  ihereby  prevent  the  great  manufacturers 
fr6m  obtaining  tlie  labor  of  the  poor  qlass  of  society  at  a 
cheap  rate.— [Sec  the  Report,  pp.  24-5-6.]  He  admits 
that  the  population  may  be  more  rapidly  increased  by 
encouragement  to  emigration-  and  agricultural  pursuits  4 
and  he  might  have  admitted,  also,  that  the  sum  of  human 
happiness,  and  the  preservation  of  republican  principles 
and  our  free  institutions,  would  be  better  and  more  cer- 
tainly promoted  by  the  same  means.  Bat  the  amount  of 
his  argfument  is,  that  it  is  better  to  increase  capital  in  the 
han<ls  of  manufacturers,  by  comi>eUmg  the  poor  to  labor 
fiir  them,  than  to  permit  the  poor  to  become  landholders 
at  a  cheap  rate,  and  pursue  agriculture  ;  although  popula- 
tion would  be  thereby  increased,  and  the  true  principles 
of  Government  be  best  preserved. 

Sir,  is  not  this  a  direct  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  through  h»  Secretary,  to 
prevent  emigration  to  the  ne^  Statea^  Is  it  not  tlie  di- 
rect opposition  of  the  Executive  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment against  the  passage  of  this  bill  ?  It  has  been 
before  the  Senate  for  several  preceding  sessions :  if  it 
pa.wes,  its  effect  M*ill  be  to  encourage  the  emigration  of 
the  poor  class  of  society  to  the  new  States,  where  they 
may  become  landholders  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  reap  their 
families  in  freedom  and  independence.  The  policy  of 
the  President  and  Secretary  is,  to  deprive  the  poor  of 
these  great  benefits  1  to  force  them  into  the  service  of  the 
wealthy  manufacturer ;  to  i)PCvent,  a^Jar  as  possible,  the 


is  investigated  by  the  friends  of  the  Constitution,  of  State  I  population  of  the  new  States,  am 
sovereignty,  and  of  civil  libi-rty. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  these  land-»  ought  to  belong  to 
the  old  States,  because  they  all  cnntribiitetl  in  conquer- 
ing tliem  from  Great  Britain,  ot  contributed  otlierv^to 


kish  their  political 

importance  in  the  scale  of  the  Ui^^Wi^ve  not  the  new 
States  good  cause  to  make  the  ^B^omplaint,  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands,  against  tne  United  States,  that 
the  colonies  did  against  the  King  of  Great  Briuin  ?  But, 
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sir.  Ihis  attempt  to  arrest  emigration  to  the  West  ,s  va  n 
i»nd  useless  ,  the  tide  of  emigraUon  will  roll  oi>.  in  despj^e 
oflegislation  here,  or  opinions  expressed  eUcNvhere.  So 
long  as  men  are  free,  they  will  pursue  their  interest  and 
happiness  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judg- 
racnts.  So  long  as  the  lands  aro^ poor  and  unproductive, 
and  agricultural  products  at  their  present  depressed 
prices  on  this  side  of  the  AUeghany,  the  poor  w.U-nay, 
they  must-«eck,  on  the  other,  richer  and  more  fertile 
land,  oven  if  they  are  deaUned  to  be  tenants  there.  It  is 
better  to  be  a  tenant  on  rich  land  Uian  a  landlord  on  poor: 
it/is  better  to  be  a  free  man  in  the  West  than  a  slave  to  a 
manufacturer  in  the  Kast.  .,       „  ,      „„  ik„ 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BahtohI  says  the 
effept  o?  the  graduating  principle  of  the  bill  will  produce 
a  rapid  depreciation  in  the  price  of  the  public  land,  and 
a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  speculators.  -The  proposi- 
tion  in  the  bill  is  to  fix  the  price  of  the  land  according  to 
iu  quality.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this  proposition  danger- 
ous  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  or  unjustly  fa- 
vorable to  the  purchaser  '  There  are  millions  of  acres 
of  land  that  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  public  auction, 
and  would  not  sell  at  the  minimum  price,  that  have  re- 
mained unsold,  some  for  more  than  twenty  years,  although 
it  has  been  subject  to  entry,  by  any  one  choosing  to  ap- 
ply  for  it,  at  two  dollars  an  acre,  until  1821,  and  since 
tliat  time  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  Is  not  this 
sufficient  to  prove  that  such  land  is  not  worth  a  dollar  and 
a  quarter  an  acre  >  If  it  is  not  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quar- 
ter, IS  it  wrong,  is  it  doing  injustice,  to  sell  it  foi-  less  . 
If  land  that  has  been  in  the  market  for  twenty  years,  had 
been  sold  at  first  at  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  an  acre,  it 
would  have  produced  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  to  the 
Treasury  tlian  it  would  now  if  sold  at  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter.  Calculating  the  simple  interest  on  the  amount 
at  six  per  cent,  it  doubles  itself  evcrj'  sixteen  vcars.  Gen- 
tlemen say  that  these  lands  are  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt.  The  debt  is  more  than  doubled  by 
ihc  interest,  since  a  great  deal  of  this  land  has  been  in 
the  market,  and  it  will  be  doubled  again  before  it  will 
tell  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  Is  this  a  judicious 
system  of  finance  and  economy  ?  Is  this  the  way  to  pay 
the  public  debt  ?  I 'cannot  perceive  how  selling  land  for 
its  value  will  produce  a  rapid  depreciation  iu  its  price. 
But  if  this  effect  could  be  produced  by  the  pass:ige  of 
the  bill,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  the  Luids  could 
he  the  subject  of  profitable  speculation.  Suppose  indi- 
viduals were  to  purchase  up  large  quantities  of  these 
lands  in  the  expectation  of  making  a  profit  upon  them. 
If  similar  lands  continued  to  depreciate  in  the  hands  of 
tlie  Government,  would  not  those  in  the  hands  of  the 
speculator  depreciate  in  the  same  ratio  ?  '1  he  longer  the 
speculator  held  the  land,  the  greater  must  be  his  loss,  if 
the  Government  lands  continue  to  decline  under  this 
system.  Therefore,  there  can  be  no  possible  danger  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter. 

Sir,  the  friends  of  the  present  land  system  are  the  last 
thatt>ught  to  say  any  thing  about  speculation.  Who  is 
the  great  land  speculator  in  thia  country  ?  The  United 
States  is  the  greatest  that  ever  was  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  She  obtained  from  Virginia  all  her  waste  and 
unappropriated  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  under 
a  solemn  pledge  to  sell  them  for  the  common  benefit  of 
all  tlie  States,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  discharge 
of  their  war  debts.  This  was  expected  to  be  done  speed- 
ily, and  sovereign,  free,  and  independent  States  erected 
over  the  territory  ceded,  as  soon  as  there  should  be  sulji- 
cient  population.  All  these  pledges  have  been  disre- 
garded {  the  pubUglkbt  has  not  been  discharged  by  this 
fund  (  the  States^H^d  there  have  been  deprived  of 
their  sovereignty  ^^Bhow  the  lands  are  to  be  held  up 
for  high  prices,  to  thfgreat  detriment  of  these  new  States. 
i'hMe  lands  bav«  already  produced  to  tlie  Treasury  up- 


wartls  of  twenty.two  millions  of  dollars,  and  vetj^large 
bodies  of  them  remain  unsold.  In  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  United  States  purchased  from  Georgia  all  the 
country  now  forming  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
which  had  previouslv  been  the  subject  of  the  most  ft^ud- 
ulent  svstem  ol  legislative  speculation.  They  pa'd  no- 
thing  for  it,  but  promised  payment  to  Georgia  out  o*  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  ?  compromised  with  the  Yazoo  com- 
pany of  speculators,  promising  payment  in  the  same  way. 
They  issued  stock  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  called  Mississippi  stock, 
delivered  it  in  payment,  and  made  tliis  stock  receivable 
in  payment  for  the  lands  when  sold  j  thus  creating  an  wi- 
mense  artificial  fund,  not  based  upon  the  specie  capital  of 
the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  high  prices  tor 
the  lands,  and  enriching  Uie  Treasury  at  the  expense  of 
the  citizens.  The  result  was  as  might  have  been  expect- 
ed. This  Mississipiii  stock  was  thrown  into  the  market, 
and  at  the  sales  of  these  lands  was  worth  just  as  much  as 
the  hard  dollars  of  the  planters.  The  Unda  sold  for  un- 
heard of  prices  I  the  citizens  were  many  of  them  nimecl 
by  their  purchases  ?  their  money  redeemed  this  stocK, 
and  the  Unite<l  States  pocketed  a  clear  profit  of  up- 
wards  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  by  the  sale  of  much  Jess 
than  half  the  lands,  without  the  advance  of  a  dollar  of 
the  purchase  money.  And  not  content  with  wholesale 
and  retail  speculation,  they  laid  out  towns  where  nature 
never  designed  towns  should  be,  puffed  them  by  tUeir 
agents,  and  actually  descended  to  pedUhng  m  the  lots. 

And  now  we  are  told  that  it  is  dangerous  and  iromoial 
to  encoiii-age  a  system  of  speculation  among  our  citizens. 
Sir,  while  the  Government  gives  such  examples  of  suc- 
cessful speculaUon  to  iU  citizens,  they  «-iU  "f  J^^J^ 
that  it  is  demoralizing  to  speculate  m  land,  and  tliey  w  II 
follow  this  illustrious  example.  If  this  system  rf  land 
jobbing  and  speculation  is  pernicious  to  society,  lei  me 
Government  abandon  it,  and  set  an  example  of  modera- 
tion, of  justice,  and  fiiir  dealing,  by  restoring  to  the  new 
Stales  their  violated  sovereignty.  The  territorial  Go- 
vrrnments,  within  which  the  Constitution  authorizes  ttie 
legislative  action  of  Congress,  afford  an  ample  field  for 
the  operation  of  the  land  system,  without  extending  it  to 
the  States.  And  there  this  graduating  plan  will  be  found 
highly  beneficial.  The  gentleman  fi^m  Missouri  [Mr. 
Bkwtok]  read,  in  his  place,  this  morning,  a  statement 
siiowing  the  beneficial  effects  of  a  system  like  this  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  There  it  produced  large  sums  of 
money  to  the  Treasury,  and  no  speculation  among  the 
citizens.  None  of  the  evils  so  much  deprecated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BartokJ  resulted  from 
the  operation  of  this  system  in  Tennessee.  We  may, 
therefore,  fairly  conclude  they  will  not  happen  to  the 
United  States,  if  we  adopt  the  same  system.  Another 
proposition  contained  in  this  bill  will  effect  partially  what 
tlie  amendment  proposes.  After  this  system  of  graduat- 
ing the  prices  shall  have  exhausted  itself,  by  disposing 
of  all  land  worth  twenty-five  cents  and  upwards  per 
acre,  the  residue  is  to  be  subject  to  donations  for  one  year 
to  actual  settlers,  and  whatever  may  be  left  after  this  ope- 
ration is  to  be  ceded  in  full  propei  ty  to  the  States.  Shoulcl 
the  amendment  be  rejected,  the  operation  of  the  bill 
would,  within  some  reasonable  time,  give  to  the  States 
complete  jurisdiction  over  the  Umds  within  their  limits. 
Admitting,  for  sake  of  the  argument,  that  the  United 
States  have  a  right  to  hold  these  States  as  vassals  and 
feudatories,  would  it  Jie  good  policy,  would  it  be  gene- 
rous, would  it  be  consistent  willi  our  scheme  of  Govern- 
ment to  do  it  ?  You  deprive  them  of  many  of  the  essential 
attributes  of  8ov<»reignty,  control  the  internal  police  and 
economy  of  a  Government  called  free  and  independent. 
They  are  deprived  of  the  right  of  regulating  the  s«^^^" 
ment  and  improvement  of  the  countr>',  in  that  mode 
whii^  might  be  best  calculated  to  promote  their  lisppi- 
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neas  and  prosperity.  They  are  deprived  of  the  revenue 
derivable  from  the  soil,  the  most  certain  and  available 
soitrce  of  revenue  in  any  country.  They  are  subject  to 
the  operation  of  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States  upon  sub- 
jects purely  municipal,  which  do  not  operate  in  the  old 
States,  and  which  they  have  a  right  to  pass  lor  them- 
selves, or  not,  according'  to  their  sovereign  will  and  plea- 
sure. A  majority  of  Congress  represent  the  old  States, 
and  are,  of  course,  wholly  irresponsible  to  the  citizens 
of  the  new,  for  any  laws  they  may  choose  to  pass  or  these 
subiecta.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  peculiar  wants  and 
wishes  €€  the  people  they  are  legislating  for  \  and  when 
those  who  represent  those  people  bring  their  petitions 
and  wants  before  Congress,  their  statements  and  repre- 
sentations of  the  actual  condition  of  things,  are  often,  to 
their  great  mortification,  received  here  «•  with  grains  of 
allowance."  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  the 
discretionary  power  of  bringing  as  much  or  as  little  of  the 
public  land  into  market,  annually,  as  he  chooses.  In  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  \\e  may  give  a  preference  to  the 
settlement  and  population  of  one  State  over  another; 
or  he  may  restrain  the  settlements  entirely,  for  the  pui> 
pose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  policy  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  mention  these  as  complaints 
against  the  Executive,  but  against  the  operation  of  such 
principles,  because  the  same  result  might  take  place  by 
the  exercise  of  the  san^c  power  by  a  majority  of  Congress, 
and  the  people  interested  be  equally  without  remedy. 

Sir,  the  Legislature  of  tlie  State  I  have  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represent,  taking  intq  consideration  these  griev- 
ances, addressed  to  the  present  Congress  a  respectful  me- 
morial, proposing  to  purchase  all  the  lands  within  her 
limits,  that  she  might  titereby  acquire  full  sovereignty 
within  her  jurisdiction.  I'his  memorial  I  had  the  honor 
of  presenting  to  the  Senate,  and  upon  which  a  co.mmittee 
was  raised.  A  majority  of  that  committee  decided  against 
selling  the  lands  to  Alabama,  preferring  the  present  so 
much  eulogized  s}'stem.  If  the  United  States  refuse  to 
give  or  sell  to  us  what  we  believe  we  »re  constitutionally 
entitled  to,  we  certainly  have  good  cause  of  complaint, 
and  will  contimie  to  complain  until  we  obtain  our  rights. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  was  then  laid  on 
the  table,  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  taken 
up  to-morrow. 

TaoRSDAT,  March  27, 1828. 
THE  I.ATE  GENERAL  BROWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  for  the  relief  t)f 
Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of -the  late  Gew.  Brown,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  that,  having  ascertained, 
shortly  after  the  death  of  Gen.  Brown,  that  he  had  left 
his  family  in  a  most  distressed  situation,  dependant  en- 
tirely  upon  connexions  who  were  illy  able  to  support 
them,  he  had  introduced,  upon  motion  of  leave,  the  bill 
which  was  then  before  the  Senate.  .  I  did  it,  Mr.  Tresi- 
dent,  (sakl  Mr.  If.)  under  the  conviction  that  it  ncitiier 
comported  with  the  honor  or  th©  interest  'of  the  na- 
tion, to  suffer  the  family  of  a  man  to  whom  it  was  so 
greatly  indebted  for  its  military  renown,  to  retire  from 
the  seat  of  Government,  at  the  moment,  too,  when  the 
I^egislature  were  in  session,  without  the  means  of  a  de- 
cent support.  I  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  a  statement,  drawn 
up  by  the  administrator  of  tlie  deceased  General,  con- 
taining a  particular  account  of  the  situation  of  his  affairs. 
It  is  at  the  service  of  any  Senator  who  may  wish  to  peruse 
it .  Without  entering  into  particulars,  I  think  it  necessa- 
ry to  state,  generally,  that,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war. 
Gen.  Brown  was  possessed  of  very  considerable  landed 
estates  in  the  Western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
but  that  he  was  considerably  indebted  in  part  for  the  pur- 
chase of  these  lands.    He  believed  that,  but  for  tiie«f|icl 


disease  under  which  he  so  long  lingered,  he  would  havo 
been  enabled  to  extricate  himself  from  his  debts,  and  pre- 
serve a  competent  provision  for  his  family.  This  opinion 
is  corroborated  by  that  of  others  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  General  Brown's  circumstances.  Having  little  hope 
of  being  restored  to  such  a  state  of  health  as  would  permit 
him  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to  his  private  affairs. 
Gen.  Brown  gave  up  his  real  estate,*to  be  disposed  of  for 
the  benefit  of  his  oredi^ors.  A  part  of  it  still  remains  in  that 
aituation,but  entii*e1y  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  for  which 
it  is  bound.  Another  part,  including  the  farm  upon  which 
he  formerly  resided,  has  been  sold,  and  the  latter  pur- 
chased by  his  son-in-law,  who  is  still  indebted  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  purchase  money.  Besides  his  own  debts. 
General  Brown  was  bound  as  security  for  a  considerable 
debt  of  a  brother.  The  lai*ger  portion  of  this  has  been 
discharged  by  him,  but  a  balance  of  some .  thousand  dol- 
lars is  still  unpaid.  I  now  offer  to  the  Senate,  [said  Mr. 
H.]  and  request  the  Secretanr  to  read,  two  letters  from 
the  Phyfflcians  who  attended  General  Brown,  in  his  illness, 
to  show  the  nature  of  his  disease,  and  the  cause  to  which 
it  is  to  be  atiributed.  [The  letters  here  read  were  from 
Doctor  Lovell,  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army,  and  Dr. 
Henderson,  of  .this  city*  They  both  concur  inSthe  opinion, 
that  the  disease,  of  which  the  General  died,  was  produced 
by  the  sudden  suspension  of  another,  contracted  in  the 
army.]  In  addition  to  this  testimony,  [said  Mr.  H.]  I 
am  authorized,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  greatest  respectabili- 
ty, Ihow  in  this  city,  [Governor  Cai&,]  to  say,  that,  in  the 
year  1815,  General  Brown  hiformed  him  that  he  deriv^ 
the  disease  under  which  he  was  then  laboring,  from  the 
wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of  ZYiagara. 

It  will  be  seen,  -  sir  [said  Mr.  H .]  that  the  Surgeon 
General  asserts,  that,  if  General  Brown  had  lived,  and 
retired  ftom  the  Army,  he  would  have  given  him  a  cer- 
tificate for  a  full  pension,  under  the  existin£|-  laws  of  the 
country.  There  is,  however,  no  law  now  in  existence, 
under  the  provisions  of  which,  his  family  could  obtain 
relief  J  but,  1  rely  with  confidence,  that  it  will  not  be 
withheld,  as  the  principle  upon  which  it  can  be  support- 
ed, strictly  accords  with  those  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  heretofore  acted.  I  can  say  with  truth,  Mr. 
President,  [said  Mr.  H.]  that  I  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  who  would  introduce  into  this  coui^ry.  that  system 
of  sinecures  snd  pensions  which  has  produced  so  much 
misery  in  another  quarter  of  tlie  globe,  and  which,  more, 
perhaps,  than  any  other  cause,  obliges,  in  the  language 
of  our  great  countryman,  Mr.  Jefferson,  "The  European 
laborer  to  go  supperless  to  bed,  and  moistens  liis  bread 
with  the  sweat  of  his  brow."  There  is,  however,  no 
danger  of  this  as  long  as  our  fi'ce  institutions  remain  :  as 
long  as  the  other  brancli  of  the  Legislature  consists  of 
the  real  Jtepresentatives  of  the  People,  and  this  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  State*  authorities,  themselves  fairly 
and  freely  chosen  by  their  fellow-citizens.  Public  opiiii- 
on  will  always  interpose  an  effectual  check  to  exorbitant 
expenditures  of  the  common  treasure,  or  to  a^iy  wlucli  is 
iiot  strictly  compatible  with  the  genixis  of  Itepublican  Go- 
vernment. Our  pension  laws  exhibit  uotliing  which  is  at 
variance  with  these  principles ;  nothing  which  a  free  coun- 
try should  blush  to  own.  They  contain  moderate  appro- 
priations, as  a  requital  for  distinguished  services  and  suf- 
ferings in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  tlie  people. 

'As  yet,  sir,  public  opinion  is  far  in  advance  of  the  Le- 
gislature, upon  subjects  of  this  kind.  As  far  as  my  ob- 
servation lias  extended,  no  appropriation  of  money,  for 
any  object,  is  viewed  with  such  decided  approbation^  by 
the  American  People,  as  those  of  the  character  con- 
templated  by  the  present  bill.  Where  was  any  mea- 
sure hailed  with  more  ]oy  and  satisfiiction  throughout 
the  whole  Union,  than  that  whicli  provided  for  the  ease 
and  comfort  of  the  indigent  soldiers  of  the  Revolution? 
I  had  the  honor,  about  the  same  period,  to  introduce  into 
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the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  of  which  I  was  tht^M) 
ft  member,  a  bill  to  extend  the  pensions  granted  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  in  the  late  war,  to 
an  additional  period  of  five  years,  &nd  I  can  say,  witli 
tnith,  that  no  act  of  my  political  life  ever  received  more 
decided  approbation  from  my  constituents. 

The  (pxxinds,  [said  Mr.  H.  j  upon  which  I  suppoi-t  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  are  those  of  moral  obligation 
and  correct  policy.  I  nm  persuaded,  ^r.  President,  that 
there  is  not  a  Senator  within  this  Halli  who,  pkccd  in  the 
same  situation  with  regard  to  other  individuals  as  this  Go- 
^  vernnoent  stands  in  relation  to  the  family  of  Gen^  Brown, 
'  that  would  not  acknowledge  that  he  was  bound,  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  to  provide  for  them  a  decent  and  comfortable  sup- 
port. An  old  and  faithful  servatit,  whose  best  days  have 
been  spent  in  your  service  :  who  has  rcceive/l,  on  his 
own  manly  bosom,  the  missiles  aimed  at  your  life  ;  and, 
in  your  absence,  protected  your  property  from  being 
phmdered  and  your  family  from  dishonor,  dies  of  a  dis- 
ease incident  to  his  employment.  Is  there  a  person 
witliin  the  reach  of  my  voice  who  would  abandon  the 
family  of  one  by  whom  he  had  been  thus  faithfully  serv- 
ed, to  |the  cold  charities  of  the  world,  if  he  possessed 
the  means  of  relieving  them?  No :  I  am  persuaded  there 
IS  none.  Dut  I  maybe  told,  that  it  is  the  money  of  the 
People  which  we  are  now  called  upon  to  disburse,  and 
tliat  It  was  placed  under  our  control  for  no  such  purpose  ; 
that  we  sl)ould  be  generous  with  our  own,  but  not  with 
the  funds  of  our  constituents.  Dut,  6ir,  if  I  am  correct 
'  in  suppowng  that  there  is  a  moral  obligation,  upon  the 
part  of  the  nation,  to  make  this  appn)priiition,  who  but 
ourselves  can  discharge  it  ?  We  are  the  Representatives 
of  the  People,  and  possessed  of  the  sole  authority  to  per- 
form their  obligations.  1  will  not  believe  that  it  will  be 
asserted,  that  the  principles  which  should  govern  hon- 
orable men  do  not  apply  to  a  nation  ;  thut  a  crime, 
which  would  attach  infamy  upon  an  individual,  would  be 
considered  as  no  crime  at  all,  wlien  perpetrated  by  the 
Government  of  a  People,  who,  individually,  profess  to 
be  honorable  and  virtuous.  But,  it  is  asserted  that  we 
have  been  furnished  with  written  instructions,  by  our 
constituents,  which  do  not  authorize  us  to  appropriate 
their  money  in  the  manner  proposed.  I  will  endeavor  to 
shew.  Sir,  [saitl  Mr.  H.Jthat  there  is  no  constitutional 
impediment  to  our  making  the  proposed  grant ;  but,  even 
if  the  question  is  doubtful,  (which  1 1'lost  positively  deny) 
there  is  one  mode  of  settling  it  to  which  1  always  delight 
to  refer,  and  which,  under  any  circumstances,  would  put 
an  end  to  my  doubts.  Apply,  Sir,  to  the  plain,  honest, 
unsophisticated  opinions  of  the  American  Pcopli*.  Fol- 
low thttfamily  of  GeneiTil  Brown  to  their  home-^no,  Sir, 
they  have  no  home — not  a  spot  of  earth  upon  the  globe 
which  they  can  call  their  own.  Follow  them  lo'thc  place 
of  retirement  provided  byafriejjd,  and,  as  you  marchalong, 
inquire  of  every  farmer  or  meclianic  you  may  meet,  wheth- 
er the  proposed  appropriation  shall  be  n;ade,  or  not ; 
and  if  ninety-nine  out  of  an  htindrcd  should  not  tcil  you 
to  make  it,  then  I  will  acknowledge  that  I  am  ignorant  of 
the  character  of  tiie  American  People. 

But,  let  us,  Sii*,  take  a  glance  at  the  Constitution, 
and  see  what  power  it  has  given  us  to  act  in  this  matter. 
By  that  insU-ument,  Congress  is  authorized  "to  raise 
and  support  armies,  and  make  rules  for  their  govern- 
ment." Under  this  authority',  we  have  raised  and 
supported  armies,  and  have  established  severe  rules  for 
their  governmenL  For  what  purpose,  but  by  rigid  dis- 
cipline, to  make  them  efficient?  And  is  the  power  giv- 
en to  produce  this  efficiency  by  punishment,  by  tor- 
ture,  and  by  death  $  and  that  which  is  more  efliectual, 
and  which  operates  upon  the  mind  of  the  soldier,  which 
elevates,  and  ennobles  his  character,  withheld?  If  this 
is  60,  what  ignorance  of  the  character  of  our  race  does 
it  manifest  upon  tlic  part  of  those  who  framed  our  Con- 


stitution.  The  effect  of  rewards  in  producing  heroic 
achievements  is  so  well  understood,  even  in  govern- 
ments founded  upon  principles  opposite  to  ours,  that 
they  have  been  denominated  *•  the  cheap  defence  of 
nations.'*  But,  Sir,  this  principle  is  not  new  to  us. 
We  have  always  acted  upon  it.  Our  statute  books  are  . 
full  of  laws  of  that  character.  Nor  are  they  confined  to 
rewards  bestowed  upon  the  individual  who  has  serv- 
ed. His  widowed  wife  and  orphan  childi*en  have  receiv- 
ed the  public  bounty,  and,  I  pi-esume,  not  solely  with  a 
view  to  pay  a  debt  of  rratitude,  but  to  stimulate,  others 
to  the  performance  of  heroic  deeds.  And  I  most  sin- 
cerely  pity  the  man  who  does  not  believe  that  it  is  the 
most  effectual  means  that  have  ever  been  used  for  that 
purpose.  I  have,  Mr.  President.  [  said  Mr.  H.]  high  au- 
thority for  this  assertion.  It  is  in  the  example  set  us 
by  a  country,  which,  of  all  others,  more  nearly  resem- 
bled our  own  in  the  principles  of  its  Government.  1  al- 
lude. Sir,  to  the  Republic  of  Athens.  If  we  inquire  in- 
to the  cause  of  the  wondciful  power  possessed  by  this 
little  State,  whose  territory  is  scarcely  discernible  by 
the  naked  eye  upon  an  ordinary  map  of  the  world— if 
we  ask  by  what  magic  such  wonders  were  accomplishfed 
upon  the  fields  of  MarsUton  and  Platxa,  and  we  refer 
to  her  own  citizens  for  an  explanation,  tJie  wisest  and 
besC  amongst  them  would  pomt  to  an  institution  of  a 
character  similar  to  that  of  the  bill  before  you.  They 
will  Vnform  you  that  the  glory  of  Athens,  as  immortal  as 
the  rock  of  her  Acropolis,  was  founded' upon  that  insti- 
tution which  claimed  the  sons  of  those  who  had  fallen 
in  battle  as  the  adopted  children  of  their  country. 

[Mr.  H.  here  read,  from  the  history  of  Thucydides? 
the  concluding  part  of  the  speech  of  Pericles  at  the.  fu- 
neral of  those  Athenians  who  fell  in  the  first  campaign 
of  the  Peh»ponne8'ian  war,m  which  he  says,  speaking  of  the 
law  which  adopted  and  educated,  as  the  chddrcn  of  the 
State,  the  sons  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  battle,  <•  for, 
wherever  the  greatest  rewards  are  proposed  for  vir- 
tue, there  the  best  of  patriots  are  ever  to  be  found.  '] 

But,  Sir,  (suid  Mr.  H.)  I  have  a  better  authoriiy  even 
th.an  Pericles.  Aristides,  the  just  and  yirtuons  Aria- 
tides,  the  able  General,  accomplished  statesman,  and 
economical  superintendent  of  the  finaiices— he  has  pro- 
nounccd  that  the  law  of  Solon,  which  enjoined  it  upon 
the  State  to  educate  and  support  the  children  of  those 
who  had  died  for  their  country,  was,  from  the  effects 
which  it  had  produced,  the  pride  and  boast  of  Athens. 
**  Siie  alone  of  all  the  nations  had  the  sagacity  to  adopt, 
ami  the  firmness  to  adhere  to  an  institution  which  had 
rendered  her  armies  invincible."  [Mr.  H.  here  read  a 
passage,  from  Stanley's  life  of  Solon,  of  a  speech  of  Aris- 
tides,  preserved  by  the  ancient  historian  Laertes,  to  con- 
firm his  statement,  and  thus  concluded.]  Let  us  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, [said  Mr.H.]  at  however  humble  distance,  follow 
the  example  set  us  by  this  far-famed  Uepublic  Contri- 
bute something  from  the  public  Treasury  to  educate  the 
children  of  the  gallant  General  whom  we  have  loht. 
Vour  money  will  not  be  thrown  away.  lo  your  future 
wars  it  wiU  produce  to  you  a  rich  return.  Otiier  Brow^ns 
will  arise  j  like  him  will  conquer  j  and,  like  him,  if  neces- 
sary, die  for  their  countiy. 

Mr.  CHANDLEU  said,  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
delicacy  of  the  case  and  the  danger  there  was  in  opposing 
it.  He  was  willing  to  do  justice  to  Mrs..  Brown,  but  he 
thought,  to  pass  this  bill,  would  be  to  commence  a  pen- 
sion system,  to  which  tl;e  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  said 
he  was  unfriendly.  How  many  wounded  .soldiers  were 
there  under  Gen.  Brown,  for  whom  no  provision  had  been 
made  ?  This  was,  he  conceived,  but  a  begmning,.  and 
he  was  averse  to  going  iiito  any  pension  system  what- 
ever.  If  a  sum  of  money  were  necessary  for  the  relief 
of  this  lady,  hehadratherthat.it  should  be  paid  by  the 
mem|iers  of  Congress  themselves  :    and,  although    not 
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very  uble,  he  would  contribute  his  proportion.  This, 
would  be  hts  own  charity  ;  but  he  did  not  think  he  was 
authorized  tQ  take  the  nioney  ^ut  of  the  public  Ti'easury, 
and  tax  the  very  men,  and  tlieir  children,  who  had  con- 
tracted the  same  disease  in  the  same  service.  He  knew 
it  was  not  popular  to  oppose  a  jj rant  for  a  female  ;  but 
he  coidd  not,  consistently  with  his  own  feelings,  vote  for 
such  a  measure. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  he  objected  to  the  bill.  When 
he  was  in  the  western  country,  he  heard  the  epithet 
Military  Chieftain  at  every  corner.  When  I  hear,  said 
Mr.  N.,  the  phihimhropy  and  benevolence  of  the  coun- 
try called  into  question,  where  shall  1  slielter  myself 
from  ^  he  imputation  of  illiberality  ?  .Or  when  a  military 
chieftaia  is  in  the  case,  shall  every  man  put  his  hand  on 
his  mouth  and  go  home,  allowing  the  military  fever 
which  now  rages  to  consume  every  thing  ?  Are  we  in 
such  a  case  to  be  treated  with  facts  from  the  history  of 
Athens'  Why,  I  will  ask,  what  became  of  Athens  ?  It 
1  ecame  a  tyranny  ;  and  so  will  this  Government  turn 
o«it,  'When  once  the  Constitution  shall  have  been  scorch- 
ed, as  it  will  be,  if  this  miUilary  plan  is  pursued.  Gene- 
ral Brown**  success  did  not  form  a  debt.  If  that  was 
all,  the  yeomanry  of  .the  countiy  had  equal  claims.. 
Tlieif  widows,  when  deprived  of  their  husbands,  felt  as 
mi!ch  as  the  wives  of  officers.  He  objected  to  making 
distinctions.  All  ought  to  be  treated  alike.  When 
people  talked  of  economy,  they  ought  to  begpn  to  prac- 
tice  it  here ;  and  not  go  home  and  talk  about  it.  He 
was  willing  to  go  heart  in  hand  to  put  people,  when 
they  were  disabled  in  the  service,  on  the  pension  list, 
but  he  could  not  agree  to  a  measure  so  partial  as  this 
bill  proposed. 

Messrs.  C  HANDLER  and  BRANCH  having  made  some 
inquiries  as  to  the  pay  of  General  Brown, 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,'  that  the  whole  of  his  pay  and 
allowances  amounted  to  6,700  dollars.  He  would  state 
that  he  had  it  within  his  own  knowledge,  that  all  this 
sum,  with  the  exception  of  sufficient  for  the  subsistence 
of  his  family,  had  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  his 
debts. 

The  amendment  ofTered  by  Mr.  HARRISON  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  he  was  called  updh  to  record  his 
vote  on  this  question,  and  desired  to  state,-  very  briefly, 
the  reasons  which  would  influence  it.  Whatever  may 
bo  the  result  of  this  discussion,  [said  Mr.  B.]  all  will 
agree,  that  it  becomes  us  to  conduct  it  in  a  spirit  of  con- 
siderate respect  for  the  sufferings  of  the  afflicted  lady, 
who  is  the  object  of  the  benevolent  provisions  of  this 
bill.  The  sorrows  of  widowhood  and  of  orphanage  are 
sacred.  I  am  persuaded  there  is  no  one  among  tliose  to 
whom  I  address  myself,  especially  that  there  is  no  one 
who  lias  permitted  himself,  fer  a  moment,  to  consider 
the  really  destitute  condition  of  the  family  of  General 
Brown,  whose  feelings  would  not  prompt  him  to  alle- 
viate their  suffering.  The  refusal  of  any  member  of 
this  House  to  |^tve  his  assent  to  this  bill,  wdl  arise,  I  am 
aure,  from  no  indisposition  to  relieve  tliem,  but  from  a 
distrust  of  the  power  to  do  so,  or  from  a  belief  of  the  in- 
expediency of  establishing  the  principle  which  it  pro- 
claims.  It  becomes  Us,  then,  to  examine,  as  calmly  as 
we  may,  both  the  claim  which  is  made  upon  us,  and  our 
own  power  to  afford  the  relief  which  is  solicited. 

A  gallaut  and  gifted  soldier,  who  often  perilled  life  in 
our  defence,  and  wasted  health  in  the  exposure  incident 
to  protracted  warfare,  has  been  recently  summoned 
from  among  us,  leaving  hisi&mily  in  a  state  of  utter  and 
hopeless  destitution.  To  the  desolation  of  the  heart, 
which  belongs  to  widowhood  and  to  orphanage,  are  too 
surely  supcradJtwl,  in  their  case,  the  horrors  of  instant 


poverty — the  abrupt  transition  from  comfort  to  want-— 
it  may  be,  the  exchange  of  the  greetings  of  respectful 
gratulation  for  the  chilling  cmidolence  of  the  world's 
cold  charity — its  protective  kindness — ^its  supercilious 
sympathy.  The  impulse  which  prompts  to  the  relief  of 
such  sorrows,  is  innate,  instant,  irrepressible.  We  can- 
not be  insensible  to  it,  even  in  the  cold  exercise  of  le- 
gislative power.  It  is  nature's  own  dictate  and  it  will 
be  obeyed,  unless  controlled  by  the  imperious  obliga- 
tions of  conflicting  duty.  Do  these  obligations  exist 
here  ?  Must  the  warm,  but  often  erring  suggestions  of 
the  heart,  be  restrained  and  silenced  by  the  calmer, 
colder,  but  more  enlightened  dictates  of  the  under- 
standing and  the  judgment  ?  1  am  ready  to  yield— it 
may  be  a  reluctant,  but  certainly  an  unqualified  obe- 
dience to  the  latter — and  yet  I  will  confess  it — it  is  due 
to  truth  to  say  so^that  I  would  not  surrender,  without  a 
struggle,  the  conviction  which  1  feel,  that  the  vote  I 
am  disposed  to  give,  although  it  may  spring  from  the 
impulses  of  feelit)g,  is,  nevertheless,  consecrated  by 
judgment. 

Sir,  I  had,  with  this  distinguished  soldier,  no  intima- 
cy of  acquaintance,  and  of  him  no  particular  knowledge 
beyond  that  which  is  common  to  those  with  whom  I  am 
associated.  The  story  of  his  life  was,  indeed,  familar 
to  me,  for  it  illumines  the  pag^e  of  our  national  history  ; 
and  the  glory  which  he  had  curved  out  fur  himself,  with 
his  own  good  sword,  has  now  become  the  common  pro- 
perty of  his  countrymen.  But  there  is  little  need,  on 
this  occasion^  to  invoke  the  feelings  which  belong  to 
the  intimacy  of  friendship  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  would 
deal  with  this  matter  as  coldly  as  gentlemen  please— at 
a  question  of  power,  oft  justice,  of  policy. 

The  moment  is  not  propitious,  sir,  at  least,  so  &r  as  I 
am  concerned,  to  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  mer« 
power— I  do  not  propose  it— J)Ut  I  would  not  shrink 
from  it.  I  can  yield  to  no  one,  in  tlie  sincerity  of  my 
disposition,  to  confine  myself  within  the  limits  of  our 
Federal  charter  \  to  preserve  inviolable,  and  untouched, 
the  rights  which  are  beyond  its  pale.  But,  if  there  be 
a  power,  which,  more  emphatically  than  any  other,  is 
given  to  the  Geneml  Government,  it  is  the  power  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,  in  tlie  hour  of  danger. 
It  is  given  generally,  and  in  detail— fully— freely — vhvy 
lutely. 

It  tlie  provisions  of  this  bill  be  dictated  by  an  enlighU 
ened' policy,  and  consistent  with  a  sound  discretion,  in 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  the  question  of  our  authority 
to  do  what  is  proposed;  is  at  an  end.  The  position  cannot 
be  maintained,  that  the  Department  of  the  Government, 
which  is  invested  with  the  war-making  power,  is  limited, 
in  the  remuneration  of  military  service,  to  the  simple 
fulfilment  of  Its  contract  with  the  soldier.  All  Govern* 
ments,  in  all  times,  have,  from  necessity,  exceeded  this 
limit.  This  Government  has  repeatedly  exceeded  it.  It 
habitually  acts  upon  a  principle,  which  transcends  It. 
What  is  the  principle  of  your  jiension  law  ?  Your  cdn- 
tract  with  these  soldiers,  you  say,  has  been  performed. 
On  a  recent  occasmn,  you  have  solemnly  decided  that  it 
has  been  fidfilled  to  the  letter.  Whence  then  do  you 
derive  your  power  to  make  them  objects  of  your  bounty  ? 
That  bounty  is  extended  to  the  wounded  $  to  the  rehttivea 
of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle ;  of  those,  also,  who 
have  died,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received,  or  casa- 
alities  encountered  in  your  service.  What  is  the  pervad- 
ing principle  of  these  acts?  What  the  motive  to  their 
enactment  ?  What  but  to  cherish  that  military  ardor, 
which  leads  to  deeds  of  chivalry,  in  the  hour  of  coming 
danger— to  nerve  the  arm  of  the  soldier  when  he  s'nkes 
for  his  country  ?  Look  to  the  case  of  Fenelope  Denny, 
sent  to  us,  two  years  since,  from  the  other  House,  and 
passed  without  a  dissentient  voice  in  this.  You  gave  to 
the  motlicr  of  a  gunner,  who  had  died  iit  your  defence. 
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a  peniion  for  five  years.  You  have  provided,  by  law, 
for  the  widows  and  children  of  those  who  die  by  acci- 
dents or  casualties,  (I  use  the  words  of  the  law)  occur- 
ring  in  your  service.  Gen.  Browu  was  as  emphatically 
sacrificed  In  that  service,  as  if  he  had  fallen  in  either  of 
those  glorious  conflicts  which  gave  lustre  to  his  name. 

The  war  of  1812  found  him  in  the  very  vigol*  and 
spring  time  of  life,  rich  in  all  sources  of  virtuous  eiyoy- 
ment.  When  danger  came,  he  left  then  to  meet  it.  Kis 
whole  soul  was  in  that  conflict  He  came  jout  of  it  with 
a  brilliant  reputation,  ihdced,  but  with  a  constitution 
worn  out  and  exhausted  by  the  rigor  of  the  service, 
and  by  the  wounds  which  be  had  received  in  your  de- 
fence. He  has  lingered,  for  a  few  years,  under  the 
pressure  of  the  disease — which  was  then  incuired — ^and 
has  finally  sunk  under  it,  at  an  age,  when,  but  for  that 
disease,  thus  contracted,  lie  might  reasonably  liave  cal- 
cukted  on  prolonged  life — and  while  he  was  yet  young 
enough  to  have  provided  for  those  who  were  entitled  to 
his  protection.  To  him  personally,  you  have  been  just  Do 
not  be  unmindful  of  those,  tlie  remembrance  of  whose  des- 
titute condition  ga\e  tlie  keenest  anguish  to  his  expiring 
hours.  He  had  commenced  a  new-year  of  service,  and  is, 
therefore,  entitled  to  something  at  your  hands.  Enter  not 
into  strict  judgment  with  the  soldier's  widow,  in  settling 
iU  amount  Do  not  let  the  ledger  of  your  Treasury  re- 
cord  the  exact  moment  of  a  hero's  departing  breath. 

You  are  asked  to  allow  to  his  widow,  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  current  year.  The  principle,  1  understand, 
is  habitually  applied  to  the  quarter,in  variouA  departments 
of  the  Government.  To  you,  it  is  a  pittance—to  her 
comfort,  it  is  all  important ;  and  you,  yourselves,  in  the 
moral  value  ef  the  principle,  wlycb,  by  its  allowance, 
you  will  proclaim  to  the  future  defenders  of  the  country, 
will  find  an  ample  rewai-d. 

Mr.  MACON  made  soipe  remarks,  the  commencement 
of  which  the  Reporter  could  not  hear.  He  said  the  pen- 
sion law  ought  to  be  applied  equally  to  all — to  rich  and 
poor.  At  present,  there  was  a  sj'stero  of  favoritism,  not 
unlike  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  constantly  refer- 
ed  to.  Every  season,  some  new  cases  were  added  to  it. 
He  knew  tlMt  the  feelings  were  always  easily  excited  in 
favor  of  the  defenders  of  our  country  $  and  he  wished 
that  provision  might  be  made  for  them  all,  so  as  to  give 
them  enough  to  eat  and  drink,  and  what  was  decent  to 
wear.  This  he  tliought  the  right  system  to  equalize  the 
operation  of  the  pension  law  {  and  he  must,*  therefore, 
vote  against  this  bilL 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar>]and,  had  been  desirous  of  giving 
a  silent  vote  upon  this  subject.  If  it  had  been  a  pension 
that  was  asked,  he  should  have  objected,  for  the  same 
reason  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Norili  Caruliiui. 
The  shape  of  the  bill  had  been  altered  siiiee  it  was  first 
introduced,  and,  as  it  was  not  now  proposed  to  give  to 
the  widow  of  Gen.  Brown  a  pension,  and  would,  there- 
fore, establish  no  bad  precedent,  he  was  entirely  ^  favor- 
able  to  the  bill.  There  were  a  variety  of  cases  in  which 
similar  donations  to  tliis  had  been  made  to  the  survivors 
of  public  servunts.  Gen.  Mercer  died  without  property, 
and  tlie  old  Congre.ss,  although  they  were  much  afraid 
of. a  system  of  pensions,  passed  an  act,  authorizing  his 
son  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expense.  He  beheved 
tiiere  was  no  original  obligation  to  give  to  the  widows  of 
tiiose  killed  in  the  army  any  relief.  Biit.it  had  been  con- 
sidered wise  and  expedient  to  do  so.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  bad  sevend  years  since  introduced  and 
carried  through  a  bill  to  give,  to  the  widows  of  all  those 
who  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  senice,  a  remunera- 
tion. Mr.  S.  said  he  believed  the  People  had  always 
been  gratified  at  the  passage  of  that  bill.  There  was  a 
particular  case^  to  which  he  might  refer— that  of  the  fami- 
if  of  Commodore  Perry,  who  had  rendered  great  service. 
And  for  whose  family  a  provision  was  made*    This  in 


stance  bad  its  peculiar  circumsfanees,  and  could  not, 
he  thought,  extend  tlfe  practice  in  an  injurious  manner 
-^and,  as  ttf  precedents,  Ve  have  enough  of  them.  He 
thought  it  incumbent  on  V  the  bachelors  of  the  Senate  to 
support  this  bill.  They  could  not  resist  the  appeal 
made  by  the  widow  and  children  of  a  distinguished 
nrian,  with  scarce  the  means  of  transporting  them  to  their 
friends  at  a  di<itance.     He  could  not  resist  the  claim. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  askedthe  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
who  was  in  favor  of  this  mnt  in  fa\-or  of  the  widow  of 
General  Brown,  whether  the  Government  was  not  equal- 
ly  bound  to  every  officer  and  every  soldier  who  served 
under  him  >  And,  if  this  was  the  case,  were  they  not 
commencing  a  system  which  will  go  to  a  far  greater  ex. 
tent  than  they  could  well  calculate  ? 

Mr.  HAUItlSON  moved  an  amendment,  in  the  form  of 
a  preamble,  in  substance  that,  «  Whereas  the  late  Maj. 
General  Brown  died  in  consequence  of  indisposition  con- 
tracted in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  be 
it  enacted,"  &c. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  objected  to  the  preamble  ;  but 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill     It   was  not  the  practice  of  Cc»n- 
gress  to  state  in  a  bill  the  reason  for  its  passage.     He  spoke 
at  large  of  the  share  which  femal^  uke  in  all  the  anxie- 
ties, cares,  and  perils,  of  their  husbands,  and  sustained 
the  principle  that  n*)  greater  incentive  to  a  performance 
of  his  duty,  could  be  offered  to  a  brave  man,  than  the 
knowledge  that,  in  case  of  his  death,  his  family  would  be- 
come  the  objects  of  tlie  care  of  Government. 
Mr.  HAKKISON  withdrew  his.  amendment 
Mr.  BERlilEN  offered  anotl>er,  of  a  simiUr  nature,  to 
come  in  afler  the  words  Major  General  Brown,  as  Yol- 
lowrs  :  Whose  deiith  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by 
a  disease  contracted  t»'hile  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.     He  hoped  the  gentle- 
man  from  Kentucky  would  not  object  to  this,  as  it  did 
not  assume  tlie  fact  that  the  death  of  General  Brown  was 
so  caused.    He  offered  the  amendment  because  there 
migh(  be  gentlemen  who  would  vote  for  the  bill,   and 
yet  were  desirous  of  limiting  similar  grants  to  cases  of 
death,  in  consequence  of  diseases  contracted  in  the  ser- 
vice. * 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  he  objected  in  a  particular  mari- 
ner to  the  amendment,  because  iU  object  seemed  to  bo 
to  create  a  precedent,  on  which'  future  applications 
were  to  be  made.  It  would,  therefore,  esUbUsh  a  prin- 
ciple to  which  he  was  hostile.  Noh[,  air,  said  Mr.  C.  if 
gentlemen  have  made  up  their  minds  to  gi^-e  to  Mrs. 
Brown  5,500  dollars,  let  them  do  so.  I  slialT  willingly  b« 
taken  to  task  for  not  going  witli  them.  He  could  nut  bring 
his  mind  to  accede  to  tlie  bill,  and  this  amendment  made 
it  stilt  more ,  objectionable. 

Mr.  NOBLE  made  a  few  additional  remarks,  most  of 
wbich  were  inaudible  to  tlie  reporter. 
Mr. BERRIEN  withdrew  his  amendment. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing  the  bill  < 
and  the  yeas  aitd  nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  CHANDLER,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmauve,  by 
the  following  vote : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Berrien, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Han-ison,  Haynr, 
Johnston,  of  Kentucky,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 
Knight,  M'Laiie,  Marks,  Robbinf,  ^Rowan,  Uuggles, 
Sanford,  Seymour,  SiUbee,  Smith,of  Maryland,  Thomas, 
Willey,  Woodbury,^26. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Bell, Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  King,  Macon,  Noble,  Parria, 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Wiliiams.--16. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  survivors  of  the  Revolution  \  which  being 
agreed  to,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  'amend  the  bill  by  adding 
two  sections,  to  make  provision  for  an  annuity  equivalent 
to  half  pay  for  life. 
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Mr.  W^  iDftde  tome  ttetemenU  ai  to  the  effect  of  the 
ftmendmentiy  and,  on  his  motion,  they  were  ordered  to  be 
printed^  and  the  bill  waa  postponed  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
prices  of  public  lands  was  Uken  up,  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  HENDRICKS  still  pending.  The  yeas  and 
najTs  were  ordered  on  tliat  question,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McKlNLEY. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  spoke,  at  considerable 
length,  in  fiivor  of  tlie  amendment 

Mr.  BENTON  briefly  repUed  to  some  of  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  JOHNSTON 

Mr.  DICKINSON,  of  New  Jersey,  observed  that  it  had 
been  his  intention  to  attempt  an  answer  to  most  of  the 
argumenU  urged  a  few  days  since,  by  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  [Mr  HsvDmicKs]  in  fiivor  of  his  amendment  to 
the  bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  but  in 
consequence  of  present  indisposition,  should  confine  him- 
self to  one  or  two  points. 

The  original  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Bbvtov]  proposes  to  graduate  the  price  of 
public  lands,  so  that  after  the  4th  of  July  next,  they  may 
be  sold  for  one  dollar  per  acre  «  in  one  year  thereafter, 
at  seventy -five  cents  per  acre  ;  one  year  tliereafter,  at 
fifty  cenU  per  acre ;  and  one  year  thereafter,  at  twenty, 
five  cenU  per  acre ;  and,  that  the  land  which  shall  remain 
unsold  for  one  year  after  having  been  offered  at  twenty- 
five  centi  per  acre,  shall  be  ceded  to  the  States  in  which 
such  lands  may  lie. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  ^Mr.  HssrnmicKS]  proposes 
by  bis  amendment  to  cede  at  once  these  lanos  to  the 
States. 

Of  the  two  plans,  1  certainly  prefer  the  latter,  inasmuch 
as  we  should  effect  by  it  immediately  and  without  further 
expense  to  the  United  States,  what  would  be  as  fully  ef- 
fected by  the  slow  process  of  graduating  and  offering  for 
sale  these  lands  for  four  or  five  years  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pense to  the  United  States,  and  without  the  least  benefit 
to  the  new  States.  On  the  contrary  it  will  retard  the  sale 
of  lands  in  tliose  States,  inasmuch  as  no  man  will  give  a 
dollar  per  acre  for  land  in  1830,  which  hi  '31  he  can 
have  for  three-fourths  of  that  price,  or  fifty  cents  for  land 
in  '32,  which  the  next  year  ne  can  have  for  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre  \  in  fact,  none  of  the  lands  woidd  be  sold, 
if  this  bill  should  pass,  till  they  can  be  bad  for  twenty  five 
cents  per  acre.  At  which  price  they  would  not  be  worth 
holding  by  the  United  States.  I  am,  therefore,  said  Mr. 
D.,  of  opinion  that  we  had  better  c^^de  the  lands  at  once 
to  the  3^^^  agreeably  to  the  amendment,  than  adopt 
the  system  of  graduating  the  prices  of  land  ag^eably  to 
the  bill.  But  as  we  are  not  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
either  accepting  the  bill  or  tlie  amendment,  I  am  against 
both. 

The  gentleman  firom  Indiana  [Mr.  Hbxdiucks]  grounds 
the  claim  of  the  new  States  to  all  the  lands  within  their 
boundaries,  upon  the  generality  of  the  expression  in  the 
laws  admitting  them  into  the  Union,  that  they  are  admit- 
tei  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all 
respecU  whatever.  He  asserts  that  **  the  equafity,  so- 
vereignty, and  independence  of  the  new  States,  require 
that  these  States  should  have  the  free  and  full  control  of 
the  public  lands  within  their  boundaries,*'  that  **  the  idea 
of  State  sovereignty,  equality,  and  independence,  includ- 
ed her  right  to  her  ptiblic  domain."  •'^'hat  in  seventeen 
States,  the  soil  belonged  to  the  States  themselves."  I'hat 
without  these  lands  the  new  States  *'  are  little  else  than 
▼assals  and  tributaries  to  the  power  of  this  Union  ;"  that 
their  condition  *'  is  one  of  abject  and  humiliating^  depend- 
ence,  inconsistent  with  their  riglits  of  sovereignty  and 
•quality." 
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By  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  year  1780,  States 
to  be  formed  of  ceded  territoiy  were  to  be  admitted  as 
members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights 
of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States.  By  the  ordinance  of  1784^  they  were  to  be  ad« 
mitted  by  Uieir  delegates  in  Congress,  on  an  equal  foot* 
ing  with  the  original  States.  By  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
they  are  to  be  admitted  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States  in  all  respecU  whatever.  In  all  these  on 
dinances  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  soil  in  the 
new  States  is  expressly  recognised,  and  it  is  expressly 
provided  that  these  States  shall  not  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  Congress. 

The  different  terms  mentioned  in  these  oldinances 
were  precisely  what  was  expressed  in  the  first,  that  th<i 
new  States,  when  admitted,  should  have  the  same  rights 
of  sovereignty,  frvedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States.  Vermont  was  admitted  in  the  year  1791,  as  a 
new  and  entire  member  of  the  United  States.  Kentucky 
was  admitted  in  1793,  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the 
United  States.  Tennessee  was  admitted  in  1795,  on  ail 
equal  footing  witli  the  original  States  in  all  respects  what- 
ever. The  States  since  admitted,  have  been  admitted  on 
the  same  terms  i  although  the  terms  of  admission  are  dif- 
ferent, it  will  not  be  preteivied  that  there  is  the  slightest 
difference  in  effect,  or  that  Tennessee  and  the  States 
since  admitted,  have  anjr  rights,  privileges,  or  advan^ 
tages,  not  granted  to  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  The  expres- 
sion that  the  new  States  are  to  be  admitted  on  an  equal 
•footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever, 
does  not  imply  that  they  are  to  be  equal  with  the  original 
States ;  that  they  are  to  be  equally  old,  rich,  or  extensive* 
They  are  to  be  equal  to  the  old  States,  as  the  old  States 
are  equal  to  one  another,  as  Delaware  is  equal  to  Viiginia^ 
or  New  Jersey  to  New  York.  They  are  to  be  admitted 
upon  equal  footing ;  that  is,  an  ec}ual  basis  with  the  old 
States — and  what  is  that  basis  ?  It  is,  as  expressed  in  the 
ordinance  of  the  year  1780,  the  possession  of  the  same 
rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence  as  the 
other  States.  But  Uie  gentleman  contends  that  States 
without  the  right  of  soil,  as  ssked  for  by  the  amendment 
to  the  bill,  are  deprived  of  the  first  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty ( that  seventeen  of  the  States,  that  is,  the  thirteen 
old  States  and  four  of  the  new,  possesses  this  right.  How 
fiir  is  the  gentlensan  warranted  by  facts  ? 

The  Lqg^islature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1779, 
passed  an  act  vesting  in  that  State  the  right  of  the  Fenn 
family  to  the  lands  within  their  boundaries,  for  which  they 
allowed  that  family  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
poundj  sterling — whicli  was  paid  to  them,  and  the  trans- 
fer was  considered  a  purchase.  Before  that  time  the 
State  held  no  lands,  except  by  purchase  or  grant  feom 
the  proprietories,  and  yet  Pennsylvania  was  not  more  so- 
vereign or  independent  after,  than  she  wss  before  that 
purchase. 

Massachusetts  held  lands  to  a  great  extent  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  yet  New  York  considered  herself  an  indo* 
pendent  and  sovereign  State. 

Massachusetta  now  owns  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
soil  of  the  State  of  Maine,  yet  Maine  considers  herself 
ss  sovereign  and  iudependent  as  Massachusetts.  Is  Con- 
gress to  purchase  up  the  Massachusetta  title  to  lands  in 
Maine,  as  we  purchased  up  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands 
in  the  Western  States,  and  cede  the  same  to  Maine,  that 
she  may  be  on  an  equal  footing  in  all  respecta  whatever 
with  the  original  States  ?  «   . 

How  far  the  other  Atlantic  States  are  owners  of  the 
soil  within  their  boundaries,  I  am  not  informed,  except 
as  to  New  Jersey,  which  never  owned  an  acre  of  her  soil 
except  by  purchase.  .     «      .    . 

The  population  of  this  State  durmgthe  Revohttionahr 
war  was  rated  at  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  i  her  eontn- 
bution  to  the  expense  ef  carrying  on  that  war  waa  mere 
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than  a  twentieth  part,  for  she  was  found  to  be  a  creditor  j  from  them,  is  there  any  other  conaideration  that  bltould 
State,  while  the  debtor  States  have  not  yet  paid  up  the  ,  ur^c  us  to  the  measure  ?  N'onc,  uhile  the  new  Slates  are 
balance  apainst  them.  No  State,  according  to  her  means,  !  vastly  more  pn;spcrous  ihun  the  old  States  are,  or  ever 
contributed  more  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  "  were.  Uy  a  statistical  s*a(enient  I  h»ivc  lately  seen,  1  find 
war,  nor  guffercd  more  by  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.  The  i  that  0!ilo'  has  added  niore  than  a  «ixih  part  to  her  popu- 
State  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  poor  and  exliausted  ;  |  lation  in  four  jears — that  is,  about  seventeen  per  cent,  in 
and  has  been  obliged  from  that  time  to  the  present  mo-  |  that  time  ;  and  that  Alabama  has  nearly  doubled  her  po- 
meut  to  resort  to  a  land  tax  for  the  support  of  hc-r  Go-  ;  pulaiion  in  seven  years.  'I'he  hi^to^y  of  mankind  f.irnii=hea 
vernment.  Of  the  immense  amount  of  vacant  or  Crown  •  no  parullel  with  thiv.  Ahhough  thcolhcrnew  States  have 
Jands  gained  by  the  Revolutionary  war,  New  Jersey  gain-  ;  not  been  eciually  prospcrouh,  vet  th.eir  popidation  has  in- 
ed  nothing,  except  aa  interest  in  the  lands  ceded  by  cer-  creased  beyond  any  tiling  known  in  the  old  Siates,^and 
^tain  States,  as  property  common  to  all  the  Stales— but  ,  by  draininj^  those  Slates  of  tlieir  population  as  well  as 
even  this,  if  the  present  bill  pass,  will  be  taken  from  her.  ,  their  wealth. 

The  whole  soil  of  New  Jersey  belonged  to  pi-oprietors,  Messrs.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  MACON,  and  NOBLE, 
who  were  purchasers  of  the  hnmcdiate  grantees  of  the  |  followed,  at  lenj^th,  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of- 
Duke  of  York.     Many  of  these  proprietors,  ever  since  j  ftred  by  Mr.  HENDRICKS. 

the  Hevoluiionary  war,  continued  to  reside  in  Etigtund ;  

as  the  rcnn  family,  the  Earl  of  Perth,  General  Reid,  aiul  j  Fhijiat,   Masch  28,  1828. 

others,  owning  nearly  an  eighth  part  of  all  the  nnlocaled  !  .i^xv^^i^-  r*  ^t  t  vnv 

lands  in  East  Jersey,  nearly  four  hundred  thou.sand  acres  \  KKN^  ON  CULLECh.. 

of  which,  in  that  part  of  the  State,  have  been  sold  since  |  TXiq  hill  framing  a  township  of  land  for  the  benefit  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  About  twenty  years  ago,  the  v  Kcnyon  ColKge,  in  the  S'.a'e  of  Ohio,  having  b^en  taken 
proprietors  in  England  sold  out  to  citizens  of  the  United  j  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  CHA^DI.ER  mgv- 
States,  chiefly  of  New  York.  Large  tracts  of  uidocated  ,  ed  to  ann-nd  ll.'^  brll,  b>  ]jroviding  for  a  similar  grant  for 
lands  are  still  left  in  the  State,  which,  when  purchased,  the  bcnc^fit  of  ^\  aterviHc  ai'.d  Bowdoin  Cofleges,  in  the 
must  be  paid  for,  in  part,  to  people  residing  out  of  the    State  of  Maine. 

State,  who  contribute  in  no  way  to  the  benefit  of  the!  Mr.  KANE  said  that  the  bill  under  consideration  had 
State:  for  their  lands  have  never  been  taxed,  nor  has  any  been  reported  upon  the  petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Ken- 
attempt  ever  been  made  to  tax  them.  .  j  yon  Colleg<',  accompanied  by  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 

New  Jersey  has  never  applied  to  have  the  proprietory  :  bture  of  the  Slate  of  .Ohio,  unanimously  ai'.opted  by  that 
Hght  to  her  soil  extinguinhcd.  New  Jersey  has  never;  boily,  enforcii)g  the  application.  As  strong  [said  Mr.  K.] 
considered  herself  as  a  vassal,  or  as  trJbutai^'  lo  the  pro- ;  as  was  the  claim  of  the  petitioners,  thus  re>pi.clablv  re- 
prietors,  or  to  ihe  power  of  this  Union.  She  has  never  \  commended  lo  a  favorable  hearing,  thirc  weie  other  in- 
conirfdcred  her  condition  as  one  of  abject  ar.d  humilialir.g  i  ducemtuis  to  be  found,  in  the  circum.stai.ces  of  the  ori- 
dependcnce,  inconsistent  with  her  rights  of  sovcrcignt\  1  g-iu  of  this  inslitu'.ion,  and  of  its  progress  to  its  present  in- 
ane! equality.  On  the  contrary,  she  has  considered  tier- ;  icresting  attitude,  wliich  had  operated  more  powerfully 
self  as  sovereign,  free,  and  independent,  as  any  State  in  I  upon  his  mind.  A  few  }  ears  ago,  a  rcvcrcr.d  gentleman, 
the  Union,  in  all  respects  whatever.  i  now  in  this  city,  in  his  travcb,  which  had  been  extensive. 

Yet  how  much  better  would  It  have  been  for  New  Jer-  ,  tiirough  the  Wtslern  countiv,  discovciii  g  that  the  means 
ley  that  her  soU  had  belonged  to  the  United  Slates.  In  that  j  for  education  were  not  commensurate  with  the  wants  of 
case  she  would  have  been  a  part  owner  with  her  si&lcr  j  the  ripidly  ircreasing  population  of  that  great  region  of 
States.  She  would  probably,  as  in  some  of  the  new  .  country,  conceived  the  design  of  establishing  a  iR-minary 
States,  have  had  a  thirty-siith  part  of  her  land  for  the  of  learolng,  in  some  convenient  position,  rpon  a  plan  aa 
purposes  of  education  ;  five  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  her  •  oxtcnsivtiy  useful,  as  tljc  chrupiviss  ci  the  means  of  sub- 
find  for  roads  ;  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  for  a  I  bistencc  coidd  possibly  adn;it  of.  It  was  hardly  ncces- 
seat  of  Government  ;  and  twenty-three  thousand  acres  i  sniy  for  him  to  ren.ind  the   Senate,  that,  in  no   counlry 


fur  a  seminary  of  leahiing. 

While  the  gentleman  from^  Indiana  is  endeavoring  to 
make  the  new  States  equal 'to  the  old  States  in  alt  re- 
spects whatever,  1  should  be  glad  if  he  would  endeavor 
to  make  New  Jersey  equal  to  the  new  States  in  all  re- 
spects whatever.  If  we  are  bound,  from  principles  of 
justice,  to  pede  these  lands  to  the  new  States,  we  are 
equally  bound  to  refund  the  moneys  received  on  the 
sales  of  land  in  these  Slates.     To  Ohio  we  ought  to  pay 


could  the  subfalantiaU  of  life  be  more  cheaply  cbttt'ncd 
than  in  the  Stat4»  of  Ohio.  He  be  l.c\  ed  it  practicable,  and 
experience  had  shewn  his  belief  to  have  been  well  found- 
ed, to  reduce  tise  expenses  cf  an  education  at  a  regidar 
College  wltnin  the  competency  of  the  great  body,  of 
the  farmers  of  the  couritj}',  and  of  men  in  ordlnnry  cir- 
cumstances, of  other  purMiits  in  life,  to  educate  their  pro- 
geny. With  views  tiuis  bcnexolcnt,  this  plcus  and 
learned  man  [Bi.Oiop  Chase]  pr.  cceded  lo  Europe,  and 


aboutsixteenmillionsofdollars^  to  other  States  smaller  ;  obtained  from  well-disposed  and  weahhy  individuals 
wms.  -  .  .  I  there,  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  lo  this  cb- 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Johnstos]  is  mlstak-  { ject.  From  his  own  counUynjen,  he  had  oblainetl  an  ad- 
en,  if  he  calculates,  as  he  seems  to  do,  that  a  reduction  |  dilional  sum  of  iw  enty-fivc  th.ousjnd  dollars.  With  such 
in  the  price  of  pubhc  landu  will  lead  to  any  considerable  part  of  those  fundi  as  was  not,  by  ttjc  donons,  designated 
salesofthepoorlandofhisState:  whiletherearemanymil-  for  parliciil.«r  proftsso; ships,  a  large  tiact  of  land  had 
lions  of  acres  of  fertde  lands  to  which  this  reduction  of  price  '  been  pu:ch.iscd,  in  a  centmland  heallhv  position  in  Ohio, 
wdl  extend,  the  poor  lands  wiU  not  be  purchased.  If  the  and  the  title  tiicrcto  had  been  nested"  in  a  corporation, 
price  were  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acie,  the  ;  which  had  perpetual  sticcesMon.  Buildings  had  been 
poor  man  could  buy  a  quarter  section,  worlh  but  a  quar-  ,  erected  to  a  hunted  extent.  Larger  and  more  conjmoili- 
ter  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  lor  forty  dollars ;  but  if  he  could  '  ous  edifices  lud  been  partly  built,  and  n.ust  await  the  fur- 
precisely  as  well  purchase  for  his  forty  dollars  a  quHUer  iher  aid  of  individMals,  or 'of  the  GovcrnmenL  for  their 
section  of  good  land  worth  two  hundred  dollars,  or  one    completion. 

dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  the  acre,  he  would  certainly  Mr.  K.  said,  he  held  in  his  h.^nds  a  statement,  subject 
preler  the  latter,  and  the  poor  land  would  remain,  as  it  to  the  inspccion  of  ai.y  Senator,  shcwini-^  a  (.lilbful  and 
i»ow  does,  unsold,  for  want  of  buyers.  economical  dibbm-scmcnt  of  Ihc  funds  lectivcd.     In  this 

If  we  are  not  bound  to  cede  these  lands  to  the  new  situation,  the  worthv  gentleman  l.-e  h^d  named  applied 
SUtes»  as  property  which  has  been  unjustly  detained .  to  the  L.gisUiturc  oV  Ohio  fur  as?istancc.     li  wai  well 
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known  that  that  State  \va«  en|rigf  d  in  a  great  and  ex- 
pensive work,  in  opcniiij»  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters 
of  the  OhJo  River  with  the  Northern  Lakes,  w'aich  re- 
quired all  the  disposable  funds,  and  that  she  was  not  the 
owner  of  a  foot  of  land  to  pive  away.  TIrat  Legislature 
had  done  all  that  was  in  their  power  to  do,  in  tarncstly 


have  been  raised  by  the  President  alone,  [Bishop  Chase] 
who  has  spared  no  pains,  and  onnitted  no  exertions,  with- 
in his  power,  to  carry  into  eflcct  this  design.  His  great 
devotion  to  the  success  of  this  institution,  for  several  years 
past,  has  led  hin^  to  make  great  sacrifices  of propeity, 
comfort,  and  happiness,  to  attain  hirs  object.     He  has  sue- 


recommending  the  cause  of  this  infant  seminary  to  the  fa-  ceeded  beyond  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  his 
▼orable  attentir'n  of  Congress,  The  question, then  was,  I  friends,  and  even  beyond  his  own  most  ardent  expccta- 
should  this  Appeal  be  made  in  vain  ?  Cojigress  had  made  tions.  1*he  donations  already  made,  in  Eun»pe  and  in  this 
sirnil  ir  grants,  to  several  insntutions,  for  the  iristructior,  countrv,amount  to  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which 
of  the  deaf  ami  dumb  ;  and  the  coustilul.onal  power  of;  are  to  te  exolusiv«ly  applied  to  the  support  of  this  insti 

the  Government  over  stich  subjects,  need  not  be  dis-   -  ** ^~  -^ — »-—  - 

cussed.  But,  &iid  Mr.  K.,  if  tills  qiiestion  of  power  be 
involved,  it  will  not  be  dillicult  to  place  the  subject  in  a 
po'nt  of  view,  which  not  only  shows  the  right,  but  which 
niukes  it  the  duly  of  the  Government  to  make  the  grant. 
The  right  to  "dispose  of"  the  public  lands,  for  the  com- 
mon  benefit,  embraces  the  power  of  de\'ising  the  meaf.s 
of  making  such  disposition  available,  and  of  making  the 
purchase  of  lands  more  desirable.  What  stronger  in- 
ducement could  be  held  out  to  persons  de«5irous  to  emi- 
grate and  purchase  lands,  than  a  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  the  means  of  education  were  amply  provided  for  in 
the  country  containing  the  lands  ?  An  individual  had", 
by  unwariVd  exertions,  collected,  in  a  foreign  country, 
and  in  the  E;isttrn  States,  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  had 


tution.  He  now  asks  Congress  to  grant  one  township  of 
the  wild  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to  further  assist  him  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
praiseworthy  and  patriotic  undertaking.  Mr.  R  said,  he 
hoped  the  applicaiion  would  not  be  made  in  vain— he 
sincerely  believed,  that,  wljen  the  Senate  took  into  consi- 
deration the  great  and  unparalleled  exertion  of  tins  <lis- 
tinguished  individual,  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  of  moraN, 
and  of  learning,  they  would  not  withhold  the  small  assist* 
ance  asked  for. 

Mr.  R.  said,  the  college,  fi^r  which  this  donation  was 
asked,  is  si'.uated  in  the  county  of  Knox,  within  a  few 
miles  of  tlie  centre  of  the  State.  A  tract  of  eight  thousand 
acres  of  land,  very  rich  and  fertile,  has  been  purchased 
by  a  portion  of  t!»e  funds  acquired,  and  on  l!i;s  tract  the 


expended  it  in  permanent  and  useful  imprfjvements,  in  a  |  buildings  of  the  college  have  been  commenced.  Its  cun. 
State  wherein  ihe  P'edcrul  Government  was  by  far  the  ^  tral  position  will  furnish  equal  facilities  to  the  inhabiUints 
largest  proj)rietor  of  the  soil.  He  had  thus  contributed  j  of  every  part  of  the  State.  This  college  has  been  incor- 
materially  to  the  vulue  of  tlie  national  interests  in  that  I  porated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  and  the 
State.  He  had,  antl  was  continuing  to  do  much  to  make  |  usual  privileges  have  been  conferred  upon  it.  From  the 
Ohio  a  desirable  State  to  move  to  and  reside  in  ;  because  ,  rapid  progress  already  made  in  the  buildings  its  entire 
he  was  largely  contril)uting  to  the  conveniences  of  etlu-    completion  will  be  effected  In  a  ver>'  sliort  period  of  time 


cation.  Would  any  Senator  present,  owning  as  much 
vncant  land,  in  any  country,  as  the  Government  held  in 
Ohio,  hesitate  to  contribute  a  just  proportion  towards  the 
expenses  of  so  dcbirable  a  purpose  ?  Nay,  sir,  would  he 
not  cheerfully  enter  into  a  contract,  beforcbaiul,  with 
a<y  p«rson  v/ho  woidd  er.gige  to  do  as  mucli  to  impmve 
\v9  f)roperty,  as  Bishop  Chase  had  done  to  render  drsira- 
ble  the  public  lands  in  Ohio,  to  grant  him  a  township 
(.f  the  land  ?  Mr.  K.  said,  he  had  heard  some  apprehen- 
sions suggested  on  account  of  a  supposed  connexion  be- 
tween this  institution  and  a  particular  refigion  ;  no  such 
fears  ought  to  be  indulged  in.  U  was  true  that  the  pre- 
sent head  of  this  in.slilutii.n  was  an  Episcopa'i.m  Bishop. 
The  Corporation  was  not  limited  to  the  instruction  of 
youtlis  in  any  particular  religious  creeds,  and  was  no  fi»r- 
tlicr  Episcopalian  thati  wouUl  be  the  Government  or  Con- 
slltution  of  this  country,  should,  at  any  time,  the  Trcsident 
of  the  UnitcdStaies  happen  to  belong  to  that  denomination 
of  Christians.  The  whole  Western  country  w.as  greatly  ni- 
terestcrl  in  tlie  successful  i^sue  of  tliis  application.  The 
new  States  had  not  the  means  of  endowuig  colleges,  and 
would  not  have,  until  much  oftlie  public  d(Mnain  siiould 


Mr.  R.  remarked,  that  he  could  not  but  advocate  the 
present  bill  with  great  earnestness,  not  only  from  his  own 
conviction  of  its  importance  and  necessity,  but  from  othrr 
and  higher  considerations,  which  he  considered  impera- 
tive upon  him.  So  deep  an  interest  did  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio  feel  in  the  success  of  this  institution,  that,  at  Us 
present  session,  resolutions  were  passed^  by  thut  body, 
with  great  unanimity,  instructing  their  Senators,  and  re- 
questing their  Representative^  in  Congress,  to  use  their 
bcit  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  grantmg 
a  township  of  land  for  this  purpose.  Under  the  influence 
of  these  instruction.s,  and  supported  by  the  just  weight 
and  character  of  so  respectable  a  body  of  men  as  com- 
posed that  Legislature,  he  could  not  but  expect  success 
in  the  present  application.  Why  has  the  Legis>l«ture 
instructed  their  Senators  and  Kepresentatives  upon  this 
subject  ?  Why  has  it  not  granted  the  necessary  aid  itseli» 
The  reason  is  a  plain  and  obvious  one.  Ohio  is  not  the 
owner  of  any  public  land.  She  has  not  an  acre  to  giv©. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  possess,  and  have 
power  to  dispose  of,  all  the  public  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  State.    This  applicatioin  is  then  made  to  Congress 


become  the  pr.)p':rtv  of  individuals,  and  thereby  become  {  as  ihe  great  landholder  there,  to  contr.bute  a  portion  ol 
subject  to  taxatioir.  The  grants  hrrctofore  n.aoe  b>  its  finds  for  the  purposes  of  education}  to  unite  wmi 
C<'n<^rcss  for  the  purpose,  could  not  be  n.ade  available,  those  who  h.ive  made  donations  to  this  object,  for  tne  l>e- 
toa^ufficient  extent,  for  many  y<ar>  to  con.e.  The  n:  fit  of  the  present  generation,  and  for  postcn^^^^^^^ 
United  States  were  the  landlords  of   the  sr)il  j  and  he  in-        ""         '       '  *'^-  '"     ^'^  "" "  "* 

sistcd  that  the  \\'\\\\\  o'dij^alious  of  a  Gov-,  rnmeiit,  thus  si. 
tua^erl.  could  not  be  dis'clurgfd,  but  by  Iberal  and  effi- 
civuit  gra;jt>j  for  purpo'^.'s  of  education. 

Mr.  "RUGCiLES  Kui.l,  as  he  had  prcsc.-.tcd  tliC  petition 
upon  which  tliis  biU  wa-.  repo.ted,  it  wt.uld,  perhaps,  be 
expectvid  i>f  him,  that  he  should  say  someU.ing  in  cxpla 
nation  of  its  object.  Tho  Preb-d^-nt  and  Trus'ecs  of  Ken- 
yon  College,  h.ive,  by  their  memorial,  r.-spcctfully  asked 
of  Congress  to  grant  thcrr.  a  tow  nship  of  luid,  to  aid  their 
eiTurU  in  rearing  and  bu  1  ac  g  up  a  ».  ininary  of  learning, 
which  has  been  c^mnei.ct  d  under  ttie  must  favorable 
auspice*,  and  is  now  in  a  s»ate  of  great  forAardne'-a.  The 
funds  which  h.ive  been  already  acquired  fi^r  this  object, 


There  is  alwavs  an  interest  created  in  the  puljhc  mmd 
to  know  something  of  those  who  devote  their  hves,  and 
the.r  best  days,  for  the  benefit  of  others,  for  the  service 
(>f  manV-nd.  Mr.  U.  siiid  he  wouU  make  a  plain  state- 
ment to  the  Senate,  of  the  great  and  extraordinary  ex- 
ertions of- this  dl^tingtiishcd  individual,  to  build  up  this 
College,  and,  when  it  is  considered  that  he  has  done  so 
much,  it  cannot  be  thought  inexpedient  for  Cougrcs*  to 
do  something.  The  president  of  this  in!,titution  is  at 
present  the  Bishop  of  Ohio.  He  was,  formerly,  an 
Epis«.oral  Clcrgxman,  settled  as  a  preacher  m  the  city 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  by  one  of  the  most  respecta- 
ble and  wealthy  congregatmns  m  that  portion  of  th* 
Union.     Had  he  been  satisfied  with  a  compttcnt  support 
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through  life,  and  desirous  of.  living  at  eaie,  m^  pkannt 
and  accomplished  society*  be  wonld  Iiare  remained  with 
bis  conjugation.     But  his  mind  was  of  a  bigher  order ; 
be  was  desirous  of  becoming  more  extensively  useful  to 
bis  fellow  citizens,  and  of  enlsrging  the    sphere  of  hit 
benevolent  exertions.    In  obedience  to  these  high  and 
honorable  feelings,  be  determined  upon  emigrating  to 
the  Western   countiy.    He  left  bis  situation  with  ereat 
regret,  and  similar  feelings  were  manifested  by  all  hia 
friends  and  acquuntances  at  their  separation.    It  ia  about 
ten  years  since  he  established  himself  in  Ohio.    His  pro- 
fessional duties  required  him,  for  several  successive  years, 
to  travel  into  every  part  of  the  SUte,  and,  almost,  to 
every  county  within  the  limits  of  the  State.     Here  be 
collected  the  dispersed  and  scattered  members  of  his  so- 
ciety, and  organized  them  into  churches.    It  was  a  work 
of  great  labor,  and  required  hb  constant  and  unremitted 
exertions.     While  tlius  engaged,  he  became  extensively 
VqUaioted  with  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  and  of  the  situation 
and  condition  of  the  rising  generation.     He  saw,  with 
deep  renet,  the  great  deficiency   that  existed  in  the 
means  of  education  ;  and  having  connected  his  destinies 
with  the  People  of  the  West,  he  resolved  to  exert  all 
bis  energies  to  collect  funds  and  esUblish  a  college  for 
the  purpose  of  instructing  the  youth  of  the  country.    It 
was  a  task   of  no  ordinaty  diaracter  i  it  required  perse- 
verance and  firmness  of  purpose,  which  but  few  possess. 
He  commenced  the  work,  and  has  triumphed. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  object,  the  President  of  this 
insUtution,  a  few  years  since,  visited  England,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  soliciting  contributions  to  enable  him  to  build  his 
college.  He  bad  been  there,  but  a  short  time  before  a 
great  interest  was  excited  in  his  fevor,  and  many  of  the 
nwst.disUnguished  personages  of  that  country  contribut- 
ed  largely .  Lord  Kenyon,  whose  name  the  college  bears, 
took  an  active  and  decided  part,  and  a  similar  feeling  and 
sentiment  were  created  in  others.  From  those  generous 
benefactors  of  learning  and  science  he  received  thirty 
thousand  dollars  in  money,  books,  and  other  articles  ne- 
cesaanr  for  such  an  establishment  These  funds,  so  gen- 
erously  contributed  beyond  the  Atlantic,  laid  the  founda- 
tion  of  this  institution.  Nor  have  our  own  citizens  in  the 
United  SUtes,  been  less  mindful  of  the  great  interesU  of 
education.  More  than  twenty-five  thousand  dolhrs  have 
been  subscribed  by  the  People  of  tliis  countn-.  The 
generous  and  the  patriotic  have  every  u  here  lent  tlieir 
aid,  and  upwards  of  fiftv-five  thousand  dollars  have  al- 
ready been  realized.  This  money  has  been  applied  to 
Uie  purchase  of  land,  to  the  erection  of  the  necessary 
buiWings,  and  placed  in  productive  funds  for  the  support 

J  '2J???*^*P*'  ^"®  ^^^  ^*°*  °«>K^**  ^^  ^«  meiition- 
ed.  While  the  genUeman  to  whom  reference,  has  so  of- 
ten httn  bad,  was  in  England,  many  persons  were  desi- 
rouf  of  making  him  some  presents— of  conferring  upon 
bun  some  distinct  favors— all  of  which  be  declined  re- 
ceiving,  lest  an  impuUtion  might  rest  upon  him  that  his 
oimct  in  visiting  that  country  was  for  his  own  private  be- 

«  ^  "***  *****  ^  *^*  institution.  He  requested  that 
aU  those  presents,  intended  for  himself,  miriit  be  given 
^  iS15*."*l!"  ^^*^^  ^*  ^'^  engaged— they  relucUnlly 
yiekted  to  his  request,  and  gave  them  the  direction  he 
rvquireo. 

One  great  an^  prominent  object  of  the  President  of  this 
uiilitutMm,  has  been  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  education, 
md  bwjgit  within  the  reach  of  afl  classes  of  society,  to 
the  mort  bumble  m  well  as  the  most  wealthy.  It  must  be 
•dnulted,  tb«t  aoM  of  the  best  Ulentsdf  the  country 

Wort,  tbenfore,  lo  Ibimsh  facilities  to  this  class  of  our 
^puUtjoo  to  obtwa  an  education,  is  of  essential  impor- 
^ittoe  to  the  conmiQwty.  The  whole  expenses  of  one 
JSSir^.  tuition,  and  washing,  do  not  exceed  sixty 
1W»».    Thw  JS  no  visionary  ealcuUtion.    Three  yeai^ 


experience  has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  this  fact  Nu* 
merous  applications  for  tlie  admission  of  students,  from 
different  States  in  the  Union,  have  been  rejected,  for  the 
want  of  accommodations.  When  this  college  sliall  have 
been  completed  on  the  present  plan,  it  will  be  sufficiently 
large  for  tne  reception  of  five  or  six  hundred  students. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  thought  it  was  hia  duty  to  give  thia  brief 
history  of  the  commencement  and  progress  of  this  insti* 
tution,  that  the  Senate  miglit  distinctiv  understand  its 
claims,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  the  appropriation 
was  asked.  Tlie  zeal  and  perseverance  with  which  thb 
work  has  been  prosecuted,  is  highly  creditable  to  its 
founder  and  patron.  The  judicious  application  of  the 
funds  already  acquired,  will  furnish  suftdent  evidence 
to  the  Senate,  that  any  grant  they  may  be  disposed  to 
mske  will  be  faithfully  and  honestly  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  literature  and  science.  On  this  point,  Mr.  R.  said,  be 
believed  no  doubt  was  entertained  by  tlie  Senate^none 
had  been  expressed.  In  making  these  remarks,  and  ad- 
vocating the  present  appropriation  for  Renyon  College,  it 
is  not  intended  to  undervaine  other  colleges,  which  have 
been  established  in  Ohio.  They  are  highly  respectable 
seminaries,  and  have  been  conducted  in  such  manner  as 
to  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  their  ufBcer%  and  upon 
the  State.  But  yet  there  is  room  for  others,  and  an  ho- 
norable competition  among  them  will  produce  the  most 
salutary  effects  upon  the  community,  increase  the  meana 
of  education,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  science.  With 
this  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  R  said,  he  would  leave  the 

Suestion  with  the  Senate,  under  a  firm  conviction  that 
ley  will  be  disposed  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground,  as  bo 
was  understood,'^that  it  was  a  sectional  institution. 

Mr.  PARRIS  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  tliat  tlie  biU  was,  in  bts  opinion, 
founded  upon  important  prindples.  Tlie  great  landlords 
of  the  countjy  were  boiind  to  do  something  for  the  be* 
nefit  of  those  who  had  settled  their  domain  ?  and  he  was 
surprised  at  the  objection  offered  by  the  gentleman  (torn 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bxaitcb.]  He  had  said,  that  lai^ge 
grants  of  land  had  alrauiy  been  made  for  the  purposes  of 
education  in  the  Western  States.  But  this  was  not  the 
case.  It  was  true,  that  it  was  part  of  the  contract  upon 
which  the  new  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union,  that 
a  township  of  land  should  be  given  for  every  million  of 
acres.  This  was  the  foundation  of  two  colleger  now  es«^ 
tablished  in  Ohio.  This  land  wss  not  given,  as  is  sup- 
posed by  the  gentleman  firom  North  Carolina,  but  result- 
ed from  a  bargain  made  with  individuals,  and  greatly  con* 
tributed  to  the  settlement  of  the  public  lands.  The  State 
of  Ohio  now  comes  forward,  and  asks  Congress  for  tlmt 
which  any  other  Slate,  under  like  circumstances,  miglit 
be  expected  to  ask  for,  and  which,  it  is  but  reasonable  to 
hope,  will  be  granted.  The  principle  has  been  well  es- 
tablished. Even  the  Crown  of  Enffland,  before  the  Re- 
volution, made  |;Tants  of  land  for  similar  purposes.  The 
State  of  Virginia  did  the  same  by  Kentucky,  then  a  de- 
pendency of  that  Sute  %  and  Massachusetts,  while  Maine 
appertained  to  her,  gave  a  quantity  of  land  for  the  estab* 
lishmeiit  of  Colleges.  When  the  lands  were  grmnted  for 
schools  in  Ohio,  there  was  not  a  ringle  white  innabitant  in 
that  State.  Congress  gave  this  small  portion  of  their  pos- 
sessions for  the  purpose  of  accelerating  the  ssle  of  the 
public  lands  {  and  the  plan  had  great  effect.  It  was  a 
bargain  in  which  the  Government  were  great  gainers;  for 
it  wss  a  strong  indueement  to  settlers  to  take  up  new  land» 
when  they  were  secure  in  a  provision  fur  tlie  education  of 
their  children.  It  was  now  asked,  to  gives  small  portion 
of  land  to  establish  firmly  a  respectable  seminary  in  that 
State,  and  he  hoped  the  request  would  not  be  denied. 
In  reply  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, as  to  the  cheapness  of  eouestion  in  Obloi  he  would 
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reinark»that  it  was  cheap  in  the  lower  part  of  the  State, 
but  not  uniformly  to,  from  the  want  of  (aciltties.  He 
wouM  tav  but  one  word  as  to  the  proposition  of  the  {gen- 
tleman itom  Maine.  He  was  never  disposed  to  rejects 
propontion,  without  a  full  investigation  of  its  merits.  And, 
when  the  gentleman  from  Maine  should  bring  forward  a 
proposition  for  a  similar  donation  to  that  State,  be  would 
promise  to  give  it  a  dispassionate  examination,  whatever 
might  be  his  vote  upon  it  ?  or,  when  a  similar  proposition 
came  from  any  ether  State,  he  would  give  it  the  same  at- 
tention. The  application,  in  thia  Instance,  was  not  from 
an  individual,  but  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohi<^  which  he  thought  gave  it  a  claim  to  much  addition- 
al weight.  The  State  of  Maine  was  differently  situated. 
She  bad  already  received  donation^  of  Urge  quantities  of 
land,  for  the  purposes  of  education.  Their  colleges  and 
schools  were  organized  and  flourishing  ;  and  he  thought, 
thereibre,  that  a  proposition  for  a  donation  of  land  to  that 
State  ought  not  to  be  brought  in  to  interfere  with  the 
passage  of  the  present  bill,  wnich  was  based  on  other  cir- 
cumstances and  considerations. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  laid  considerable  stress  on  tlte  &ct,  that  certain  wild 
lands  had  been  granted  to  the  State  of  Maine,  foir  the  be- 
nefit of  scbools.  And  how  did  she  obtain  them?  She 
fought  for  them^and  more,  she  fouglit  for,  and  asusted 
to  conquer,  the  same  lands  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  speaks.  And  when  the  lands  are  to  be  given  ftway, 
the  lands  which  constituted  a  fund  for  the  general  bene- 
fit— was  it  to  be  considered  so  very  eztraordinaiy,  for  the 
State  of  Maine  to  ask  for  a  share  in  the  donation?  He 
certainl)r  did  not  perceive  that  it  was  unreasonable  to  make 
the  motion  which  he  had  presented. 

Mr.  KANE  said,  that  the  bill  was  extremely  embarmss- 
ed  by  the  amendment  offered  b^  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  and  more  especially  commg  from  a  Senator  from 
tlie  State.  When  the  other  States  surrendered  their 
wild  lands  to  the  General  Government,  Massachusetta  re- 
tained hers,  and  when  the  State  of  Maine  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  Massachusetts  divided  the  wild  lands  with 
her.  So  that  this  proposition  shews  that,  not  content  with 
her  share  of  Massachusetts'  lanJs,she  now  asks  for  a  ahare 
of  the  lands  formerly  owned  by  Virginia.  The  demand, 
he  thought,  an  unfair  and  unjust  one  {  and  he  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  PARRIS  said,  that,  in  reply  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  he  would  state, 
that  both  the  Colleges  in  Maine,  to  which  a  grant  is  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment,  are  chartered  institutions  ? 
each  beinpr  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  per- 
petual in  ita  duration,  in  which  are  vested  all  the  lands, 
and  other  property,  belonging,  or  in  any  way  appertain- 
ing»  thereto.  They  are  not  incorporateu  as  sectarian  in- 
■titutions,  no  particular  religious  creed  bein?  required, 
by  charter  or  oy  faiw,  as  a  necessaiy  qualification  for  their 
Presidents,  PrMessors,  or  other  officers.  Gentlemen  of 
different  religious  sentiments  constitute  their  Boards  of 
Trastees,  and  studenta  of  every  religious  denomination 
are  indiscriminately  admitted.  A  donation,  therefore, 
granted  under  such  circumstances, would  not  enure  for  the 
benefit  of  any  particular  individual  or  religious  sect,or  even 
excliisively  fbr  the  State,  but  for  all  who  ma^  hereafter 
have  oceason  to  resort  thither  for  the  benefit  of  mstruction, 
The  intimation  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  that  the  amend- 
ment has  been  offered  for  the  pur|>oae  of  embarrassing 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  is  most  assuredly  erroneous. 
The  Senate  could  find  another,  and  undoubtedly  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  the  proposition  to  amend.  The  public 
Unda  have  become  a  fund,  upon  which  all  who  are  seek- 
ing for  grants,  either  fbr  charitable,  benevolent,  or  local 
pur)K>ses,  seem  anxious  to  draw.  Applications  fbr  these 
lands,  for  such  objects,  have  been  increanng  from  year 
to  y^ar,  until  now    the  proposition  to  reiinqnish  the 


whole,for  the  benefit  of  the  States  in  which  they  are  situ- 
ated,has  been  distinctly  submitted,  and  elaborately  advo- 
cated, it  ahould  be  recollected,  that  the  public  lands 
are  the  common  property  of  the  nation,  purchased  by  the 
joint  funds,  or  coumiered  by  the  joint  efforts,  of  all  who 
composed  the  Confederacy  at  the  time  of  their  acquisi- 
tion. It  is  not  wonderful,  then,  that  Members  from  otlicr 
States,  which  have  derived  no  special  benefit  firom  these 
lands{  for  whose  Institutions  or  improvemenU  not  an  acre 
has  ever  been  applied,  should  ask  for  some  small,  incon- 
siderable grants,  for  similar  purposes,  within  their  own 
States.  This  connderation,  Mr.  P.  believed,  had  influ- 
enced his  colleague  to  propose  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  with  no  small  degree  of  surprise,  that  he  perceived 
the  opposition  to  that  amendment  arose,  principally,  from 
the  friemis  of  the  bill.  Gentlemen  have  compared  the 
claims  of  Ohio  with  those  of  Maine  ;  and,  because,  on  the 
division  of  Massachusetts,  her  public  lanils  were  equally 
assigned  to  the  two  portions  originally  constituting  that 
State,  have  drawn  conclusions  unfavorable  to  tlie  propd^ 
ed  amendment.  What  bearing  that  argument  can  have 
upon  tlie  question,  »  not  easily  perceived.  The  public 
lands  of  Massachusetts  were  the  common  property  of  her 
whole  population.  A  portion  of  (liat  population  is  form- 
ed into  a  separate  community,  and,  being  Itrgally  and 
equitably  entitled  thereto,  receive  a  proportion  of  the 
public  funds,  equal  to  its  proportion  of  population.  Ttiia 
new  community  has  also  a  common  interest  with  all  the 
other  States,  in  the  public  property  of  tlie  tJnion.  And 
can  this  interest  be  in  any  degree  affected  by  the  arrange- 
ments with  Massachusetta?  Mo^t  certainly  not  As  well 
might  it  be  urged  Utat  no  part  of  the  public  revenue  sliould  . 
be  expended  in  Maine,  or  munitions  of  war  be  deposited 
therein  for  her  defence,  because  a  portion  of  the  personal 
property,  including  ordnance  and  militaiy  stores,  which 
she  had  heretofore  owned  in  common  with  another  State» 
has  beien  assigned  to  her  in  severalty. 

If  the  Senator  firom  Ohio  had  turned  his  attention  to 
another  view  of  this  case— if  he  had  taken  into  considera* 
tion  other  facts,  which  seem  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the 
question,  he  might  Well  have  come  to  a  different  concla- 
sion.  It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  especially  in  discuss- 
ing this  amendment,  that  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the 
public  lands  in  the  State  ot  Ohio  have  already  been  grant-  ' 
ed  for  the  use  of  schools  therein,  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  given,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  endowment  of  Col- 
leg^  and  Academies.  And  what  has  Maine  ever  had 
from  the  public  lands  or  the  public  Treasury,  for  literary 
purposes r  Not  a  dollar.  While  large  grantahave  been  made 
fbr  various  purposes  to  other  Slates — for  opernng  road8» 
constructing  canals,  educating  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
other  objects— the  moment  any  effort  is  made  to  let  in  a 
State,  which  has  shared  nothing  from  this  fund,  what  are 
we  told,  and  that,  too,  by  those  who  have  been  large  par- 
ticipators, and  are  still  soliciting  more ?  Stand  aside,  your 
chums  are  still  to  be  deferred,  as  of  inferior  merit.  It  is 
urged,  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  tliis  grant,  that  ita  effect 
will  be  to  reduce  the  expense  of  education  in  the  West, 
and  that  the  benefit  will  accrue  to  those  of  that  region 
who  cannot  now  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  a 
public  education,  for  want  of  the  necessary  means.  The 
same  reason  applies,  with  equal  force,  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  and  another  institution  in  Mune  found- 
ed more  particularly  for  the  instruction  of  those  designed 
for  mechanical  and  agricultural  employments,  miglit,  with 
great  propriety,  have  been  includeid.  It  is  no  less  import- 
ant in  the  East,  than  in  the  West,  that  the  expense  of 
education  should  be  reduced  ;  and  if  in  the  latter,  in  con* 
sequence  of  a  milder  climate  or  more  productive  soiL  the 
expense  of  subsistence  is  less,  it  certainly  takes  nothing 
from  the  force  of  the  argument  in  fiivor  of  the  former. 
1  Much  consequence  is  attached  to  this  appKcatiiiNi,  be- 
'  cause  it  is  recommended  by  the  State  LepsUtttre  i  and 
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from  the  clrcurrjbtance  that  no  simUar  application  has 
been  made  fram  other  Stales,  the  erroneous  inference  is 
drawn,  tliat  other  Colleges  r^o  not  need  assistance.  Such 
is  far  from  being"  the  fact.  One  of  the  institntions  named 
in  the  amendment,  and  that  the  most  flourishing  and  best 
endowed  In  the  St:it<-,  h:is  been  struggling,  in  vain,  for 
years,  to  raise  funds  sufficient  even  for  the  erection  of  a 
chapel  In  the  olhcr,  additional  Professorships  are  high- 
ly necessary.  Both  would  have  long  since  offered  ttieir 
petitions,  suppQi  ttd  by  unquestionable  proof  of  necessi- 
ty, if  they  had  been  informed  that  grants  w^reto  be  made 
for  such  purposes. 

It  is,  indeed,  an  easy  mode  of  satisfying  an  applicant, 
for  a  State  Legislature,  when  indisposed  or  unable  to 
yield  the  usslstance  prayed  for,  to  endorse  an  application 
to  Congress,  and  thereby  secure' to  it  extraordmaiy  con- 
sideration. Hut  let  it  he  gcnendly  understood  that  the 
influence  of  s-ich  application  is  to  be  irresistable,  and 
where  is  tho  State  that  will  not  immediately  apply*  The 
two  other  Colleges  in  Ohio  will  at  once  ask  for  grar.ts, 
under  the  same  imposing  influencCj  and  so  will  every 
College  in  the  country. 

These  observations,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  been  drawn  from 
him  with  reluctance.  Hut,  considering  the  quarter  from 
-which  the  opposition  to  his  ct)lleague'«i  amendment  arose, 
he  should  have  thought  himself  inexcusably  negligent  of 
his  duty,  were  he  to  have  remained  silent,  lie  was  not 
opposed  to  the  application  for  Kenyon  College.  He  lield 
in  iiigh  estimation  the  Ica-ncd  and  worlhy  individual,  by 
whose  laudable  ixcrtions  that  institution  had  been 
founded.  No  man  stood  higher  for  purity  of  character, 
or  philanthrophic.eflorts.  But  the  path  which  the  wor- 
thy Bishop  has  trodden,  was  long  since  explored  by  one 
of  the  literary  patriarchs  of  New  England.  The  exer- 
tions, and,  it  may  be  truly  added,  the  suftcrings,  of  the 
founder  of  Dartmouth  College,  in  New  Hampshire,  in 
promoting  the  establishment  of  that  ancient  institution, 
have  never  been  surpassed.  The  founder  of  Kenyon 
College,  the  AVheelock  of  the  West,  has  but  followed 
in  his  steps.  There  are  no  circumhtunces  operating  in 
favor  of  a  grant  to  the  College  in  Ohio,  that  may  not  be 
urged,  with  equal  force,  in  favor  of  Dartmouth  College, 
ami  many  other  similar  institutions  in  the  Union. 

The  proposition  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  to  set 
apart  a  portion  of  the  j^ublic  lands  for  the  purposes  of 
education  in  uU  the  States,  Mr.  P.  had  always  thought 
correct.  It  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  to  which  he  belonged,  and,  he  hoped, 
would  eventually  be  successful.  But,  what  say  the 
Senators fiom  Ohio?  Substantially  tiiis:  Encumber  not 
the  bill  with  any  proposition  for  a  like  grant  to  Mauie. 
Tidk  not  ot  a  general  distribution  now.  Pa.^8  this  bill, 
and,  upon  the  question  of  a  general  distribution,  "  al- 
though  we  will  not  promise  to  cany  a  single  vote  in  its 
favor  from  the  new  States,  we  will  give  it  our  dispas- 
sionate  consideration."  Would  n<jt  tlsat  "  dispassionate 
consldenition"  be  quite  as  likely  to  lead  to  equitable  re- 
sults, if  the  hill  ibrthe  relief  of  Kenyon  College  should 
be  merged  in  the  general  proposition  ^ 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering into  the  disctission  of  this  subject  ;  but  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  either  correcting  the  stut^meut  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Haubiso.n]  in  relation  to  donations 
of  bntl,  made,  as  he  says,  by  '*  tlie  Crow  n,  to  every  Lite- 
rary  institution  established  m  the  Colonies,"  or,  to  enquire 
of  the  Senator  where  the  State  of  Connecticut  can  find 
tljc  lands  given  by  the  Crown  to  Yale  College  ?  Sir,  if  the 
Senator  cai>  inform  us  where  these  lands  can  be  found,  he 
will  confer  on  that  institution  and  on  tlie  State,  a  very 
great  favor.  Sir,  Yale  College  has  attained  an  eminence 
which,  has  never  been  attained  by  any  institution  in  this, 
or  perhaps  in  any  other  country,  with  funds  so  limited  as 


cessary  for  me  to  eulogize  this  institution.  She  has,  at 
this  moment,  too  many  sons  within  these  walls,  to  make 
any  eulogy  from  me  either  i.ecessary  or  proper. 

Mr.  HARUISON  made  a  few  remarks,  in  which  he  al- 
luded to  the  Colleges  in  Virginia  ;  but  the  reporter  could 
not  distinctly  hear  them,  on  account  of  the  noise  in  the 
gallery. 

Mr.  TYr^EIl  would  not  have  risen,  but  for  the  refer- 
ence made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Harbisox] 
to  William  and  Mary  College,  and  the  distinction  att*;mpt- 
ed  to  be  drawn  in  favor  of  Kenyon  College,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  similar  institutions  in  Virginia.    Extensive  grants, 
it  was  true,  had  been  made  to  William  and  Mary,  by  ti;e 
King  of  England,  yet  it  rested  also  on  the  basis  of  private 
donations.     But  William  and  Mary  was  not  the  only  lite- 
i-nry  institution  in  that  State,  which  was  indebted  to  pri- 
vate donations.    The  College  of  Hampden  Sidney,  which 
had  been  for  many  years  highly  prosperous,  had  been 
reared  entirely  from  the  subscriptions  of  individuals,  ne- 
ver having  received,  as  he  believed,  one  dollar  from  the 
exchequer  of  the  State.     The  same  remark  was  equally 
true  in  regard  to  Washington  College ;  and,  as  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia,  although  it  had  received  considerable 
endowments  .it  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  yet  it  also 
had  received  important  aid  from  the  contributions  of  in- 
dividuals.    If  the  right  existed  to  make  grants  of  the  na- 
ture contemplated  by  the  bill,  he  conld  not  admit  that 
any  distinction  existed,  either  in  principle  or  policy,  be- 
twecn  the  case  of  Kenyon  College  and  those  which  ho 
had  named.     If  any  one  State  in  the  Union  had  stronger 
claims  than  any  other  on  the  public  lands,  surely  it  m  ould 
not  be  denied  that  Virginia  was  that  State.     She  had 
surrendered  an  extensive  empire,  out  of  which  had  been 
carved  important  States.     Those  States  might  he  justly- 
considered  to  be  her  daughters,  for  whose  benefit  she 
had  suiTcndercd  her  lands — whilst  she  had  placed  herself 
somewhat  in  the  situation  of  King  Lear.     But  he  did  not 
ask  an  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to 
the  Colleges  of  Virginia.     He  did  not  believe  that  Con* 
gress  had  any  right  to  make  such  appropriation,  either  to 
them  or  to  any  other  literary  institution.     On  the  contra- 
ry, he  protested  against  the  passage  of  the  bill   under 
consideration,  because  he  believed  there  was  a  total  ab- 
sence of  such  power  in  Congress. 

It  might  be  considered  that  the  proposition,  before  the 
Senate  was  of  Utile  consequence.  1^1  e  did  not  think  so. 
Immensely  important  consequences  of\on  flowed  from  ap. 
p.ircntly  trifling  causes.  The  proposition  made  by  Mr. 
Madison,  when  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  to  cause  a 
survey  to  be  made  of  a  post  road  from  M:ime  to  Georgia  ? 
a  j)roposition  which,  at  the  time,  scarcely  attracted  thfc 
attention  of  the  public,  had  been  made  the  basis  of  the 
system  of  roads  and  canals.  All  the  advocates  of  that  sj-s- 
tem  planted  themselves  upon  that  precedent,  with  an  air 
of  triumph.  The  sympathies  of  congress  had  been  ap- 
pealed to  on  b<  half  of  t!ie  deaf  and  dumb,  and  land  had 
been  given.  That  was  already  quoted  as  a  precedent 
justifying  the  passage  of  this  bill.  He  thought  that,  if  the 
present  bill  passe<l,'  the  Government  might  fairly  be  con- 
sidered as  having  acted  upon  a  new  doctrine  pregnant 
with  consequences  the  m()sl  fiital  in  their  chaT-actcr  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Slates.  If  Congress  had  "the  right  to 
endow  a  college*,  it  had  an  equal  right  to  establish  pn- 
mary  schools  of  instruction  \  and  a  system  rcnred  uj'on 
this  principle  would  address  itself  as  strongly  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  S'ates,as»ny  other  which  had  been  acted  upon. 
Nor  were  his  fears  upon  \\\\»  subject  wholly  imagmaty. 
The  President,  in  his  first  message,  had  thought  proper 
to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  National  University; 
and,  acting  upon  the  principle  in  cxtenso,  a  proposition, 
he  believed,  had  been  made  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives shortly  thereafter,  to  establish  primary  scho<«la 


are  the  funds  of  this  College.     But,  sir,  it  cannot  be  ne- 1  ihrciighout  the  Union.     Were  gentlemen  pre  pared  to  set 
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a  precedent  which  would  be  carried  to^uch  conclusions  ? 
He  wanted  to  know  of  what  value  the  State  Governments 
could  be,  if  this  Government  took  into  its  hands  the  su- 
pervision of  the  hig^h\vay«  and  the  education  of  children  ? 

Virginia  made  her  donations  of  lands  for  objects  speci- 
fied in  the  grant  j  the  n.ost  important  of  which  was  the 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt.  The  lands  were  to 
be  disposed  offer  that  pnrpose.  That  compact  was  made 
anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  (Constitution,  and 
is  equally  obligatory  with  it.  Congress  had  no  more  right 
to  expunge  that  condition  or  stipulation,  than  to  strike  ' 
fromtiie  Constitution  itself  any  one  of  its  features.  The 
right  to  give  lands  or  to  appropriate  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury, were  equivalent,  and  he  objected  to  both  alike. 

He  hud  risen  merely  for  tlie  purpose  of  giving  the  ex- 
planation which  he  had  given  in  relittion  to  the  litt jury 
institutions  of  the  State  from  which  he  came,  and  wiiile 
up,  he  could  not  avoid  calling  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  olijected  to  clogging  the  bill  with  a  new 
provision  at  that  stage,  after  it  had  undergone  all  the  or- 
dinary ftjrms,  and  had  been  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ripe  for  final  decision.     He  objected, 
also,  to  runtung  parallels  between  the  claims  of  different 
St.ites,  and  striking  a  balance  which  was  to  be  liquidated 
by  legislative  acts.     He  ct)Mceived  that  every  bill  ought 
to  depend  upon  its  own. merits,  and  not  upon  its  associa- 
tions, and  that  the  one  in  question  (for  the  benefit  of  the 
Kenyon  College)  ought  to  be  left  to  run  its  course,  free 
from   the  companionship  of  the  w^y  passengers  which 
might  attempt  to  join  company  with  it.     This  bill  was  for 
an  object,  specific,  notorious,  and  recommended  by  the 
favorable  request  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio.     A  legisla- 
tive request  from  a  sovereign  Stale  ougiit,  at  least,  to 
stand  for  something.     The  new  States,  he  admitted,  ap. 
peared,  almost  too  frcqiiently  for  their  own  dignity,  at 
the  bar  of  Congress,  in  the  character  of  petitioners  ;  but 
tliis  case  Was  not  subject  to  that  remark.     It  was  an  ap- 
plication in  behalf  of  a  literary  institution,  which  had  made 
its  way,  from  small  beginnings,  to  a  point  of  eminent  use- 
fulness, and  that  chiefly  by  the  great  exertions  of  a  single 
individual,  the  pious  and  learned  prelate.  Bishop  Chase. 
Tile  fact  that  the  institution  had  been  able  to  command 
so  high  a  testimonial  of  regard  from  the  Legislature  of  | 
the  Slate  in  which  it  was  placed,  would   be    conclusive, 
that  it  merited  the  friendly  consideration  of  Congress.  [ 
Tlic  amount  of  aid  asked  w  as  not  c(>nsidtrablc,  v*'hcthtr 
we  regarded  the  ability  of  the  donor  or  the  meritorious  i 
nature  of  tlie  donation.   The  United  States  had  more  land  ' 
than  she  could  sell  for  any  terms,  even  the  lowest.     The  } 
township  requested  would  make  no  diminution   which  j 
could  be  felt  or  known,     'i'tie  benefit  of  it  would  accrue  1 
to  future  as  well  as  to  existing  gcncraticns,  to  t!»e  peo- 1 
pie  of  any  part  of  the  Union  as  well  as  Ohio.     Students  I 
may  go  there  from  any  State,  and  receive  the  benefits  of 
educrttion  on  terms  of  unexampled  moderation.     If  the  I 
new  States,  and  Ohio  among  others,  were  the  owners  cf 
all  the  vacant  soil  within  their  limits,  it  might  be  proper 
for  them  to  sustain  their  iiistilutions  upon  their  own  re- j 
sources  ;  but  as  the  fact  was,  all  the  vacant  soil  belong- ' 
ing  to  tho  Federal  Government,  paying  no  taxes,  bearing  \ 
no  share  of  the  pubhc  burthen?,  there  was  certainly  a  mo- 
ral  ob1igati«<n   on  this  great  landlord,  rn  absentee  Jn  the 
worst  .sense  of  the  word,  to  contribute  to  the  advancement 
of  their  public  object,  whether  for  the  improvement  of  the 
mintl  or  the  country,  or  otherwise.    He  kn^w  it  mi.^ht  be 
said  that  the  United  Slates  had  made  an  appropriation  of 
land  for  schools;  but  he  considered  all  such  ajjpropriations 
greatly  overba'anced  rn  this  case,  by  the  fifteen  millions  of 
iioliars  which  Ohio  had  paid  for  public  lands,  by  tl)e  taxes 
which  she  had  lost,  and  by  the  increased  value  which  the 
industry  and  capital  of  her  ciiizcns  had  cast  upon  the 
public  lands.     Mr.  B.  concluded  with  sayiag,  that  he 


need  not  descant  tipon  the  vajue  of  education  in  a  fixe 
countiy.  He  would  barely  say,  that  the  preservation  of 
our  republican  institutions  must  depend  as  much  upon 
the  intelligenre  as  upon  the  virtue  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  BItANCH  said  a  few  words,  and  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  instruction?. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  his  object  in  making  tlie 
motion  was  to  bring  the  question  before  the  Senate,  to 
determine  how  far  they  would  go.  If  his  amendment 
were  rejected,  he  should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said,  tluit  Kenyon  College  was  an  in- 
corporated institution,  and  this  donation  was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  corporation.  He  went  into  a  detail  of  fiicts  ^o 
show  that  it  was  not  a  sectarian  institution.  He  believed 
it  was  common  for  all  colltges  to  be  niore  particvdarly  un- 
der some  denomination,  but  it  did  not  neces-sarily  follow 
that  thtre  was  any  thing  exclusive  in  the  establishment. 
He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  allowed  to  ])rogre.ss  unin- 
cumbered. He  had  no  objection  to  pro\;iding  fiir  the 
State  of  Maine  \  but  if  the  motion  was  pernsted  in,  the 
bill  would  be  lost.  As  to  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Partus]  that  his  State  had  a  fair  title  to  a 
share  of  the  lands  of  Ohio,  because  Maine  had  assisted  to 
conquer  them,  he  woidd  observe  that  it  w^as  an  erroneous 
conclusion,  as  Ohio  claimed  as  citizens  a  large  number  of 
the  heroes  of  the  Revolution  ,•  and  it  would  be  recollect- 
ed, that,  when  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Revolutionary 
oflficerg  was  under  discussion,  Ohio  was  found  to  have 
her  full  share.  The  lands  were  conquered,  and  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country  established  by  all  the  States, 
generally :  nor  could  any  State  claim  the  merit  of  the 
achievements  of  the  Revolution  above  another. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  made  a  few  remarks  which  were  not 
heard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.UGGLES,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER. 

Mr.  ^IcLaNE  said  he  rose  to  request  the. gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  he  (Mr. 
McL.)  would  propose  anotiier,  which  would,  he  (iiought, 
meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BRANCH  withdrew  his  motion  to  recommit, 

Mr.  MrLANE  said  t!»at  he  was  desirous  of  so  modify- 
ing the  bill,  as  to  make  it  more  comprehensive,  so  that, 
if  ii  were  proper  to  pass  it  all,  it  iniglit  embrace  otiicr 
ol)jects  than  the  paiticnlar  his'iiution  provided  for.  He 
was  unwilling  that  the  bill  should  proceed  in  its  present 
shape.  It  involved  a  snbject  of  great  magnitude,  and 
proposed  goii.g  further  than  we  had  ever  gone  before. 
Hitherto  we  had  confined  our  donations  of  public  lands 
to  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 
To  be  sure  these  were  institutions  of  a  peculiar  character, 
as  well  as  it  rcga.xled  the  mode  of  instruction,  as  the  un- 
fortunate objects  of  their  care  ;  and  \in  these  accoui.ta 
stood  in  need  of  aid,  winch  n'ight  not  be  hi'.d  from  indi- 
vidual resources.  On  this  ground  he  had  hillierto  stood, 
but  ihis  bill  proposod  to  travel  beyond  that,  and  appro- 
priate tlic  public  Jands  for  the  founding  and  endowment 
cf  an  ordinary  college,  lie  did  not  know  that  he  should 
be  opposed  to  such  appropriations,  if  the  policy  could  be 
extended  to  uU  the  State.**,  and  in  sucli  a  manner  :is  to  pro* 
mote  the  objects  of  education  in  each.  He  was  unwilling 
to  confine  tlie  favor  to  a  jingle  institution,  in  a  prrticular 
State,  wiihout  a  ]jrospect  of  ext<'nding  its  advuntiges  to 
others.  The  whole  subject  was  one  of  great  importa?ice, 
and  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  weigh  it  well  before 
we  acted  definitively  in  any  particular  case.  He  (liought 
we  could  not  make  this  grant  to  Oliio  and  refuse  it  to 
other  States.  The  land  was  alike  the  property  of  the 
whole  Union,  thougli  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [.Mr.  Har- 
iiisojt]  seemed  to  consider  it  the  exclusive  property  of 
the  new  States.  It  had  been  acc|uired  by  the  common 
funds,  and  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  v  hole,  and  if  it 
were  now  to  be  given  for  the  purposes  of  education,  there 
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was  no  reason  why  all  the  psfts  should  not  share  equalljr. 
He  saw  nothing  in  this  particuUr  institution  which  enti- 
tled it  to  peculiar  favor  f  he  tliought*  too»  when  this  poli- 
cy was  adopted,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to  such 
State  its  proper  proportion  of  the  lana,  to  be  applied  as 
in  its  own  judgment  might  be  proper  to  the  several  insti- 
tutions within  its  limits.  Mr.  McLm  would,  tiierefore, 
move  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  donations  of  land  to  each  of  the  States,  for  the 
support  of  colleges  within  those  States. 

Mr.  BARTON  opposed  the  bill.  The  SUte  of  Ohio, 
in  his  opinion,  had  no  special  claim  to  this  donation  ;  and 
that  State  had  already  received  its  full  share  of  land  for 
the  purposes  of  education.  Be  thought,  if  the  lands 
were  to  be  applied  in  tiiis  way,  they  ought  to  be  applied 
equally  to  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  There  were  an 
hundred  institutions  in  the  countiy  with  equal  claims 
upon  Cong^ress. 

Hr.  RUGGLES  opposed  the  molion  of  Mr.  McLANE, 
If  the  bill  went  back  to  the  committee,  it  would  be  too 
late  to  act  upon  it  this  session.  If,  on  Uie  other  hand, 
tiiis  bill  were  passed  this  year,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware might  brmg  forward  his  proposition  at  the  next  ses- 
sion. He  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  carried  out  of  the 
Senate  by  a  motion  to  recommit.  Mr.  R.  concluded  with 
some  remarks  in  answer  to  those  of  Mr.  BARTON,  which 
were  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  HARRISON  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Messrs. 
McLANE  and  PARRIS. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  tlie  proposition  to  make  a  dis- 
tribution of  a  portion  of  tlie  public  lands  amongst  the 
States,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  originated  in  Ma- 
ryland, and  a  very  able  argument  in  support  of  it  was 
put  forth  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which  receiv- 
ed great  consideration  from  Congress.  He  had  always 
concurred  in  the  view  of  the  subject  taken  in  that  argu- 
ment, and  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  give  it  practical 
effect  He  should,  nevertheless,  oppose  the  reference, 
with  the  instructions  proposed,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
he  did  not  believe  there  would  be  time  to  act  on  the  sub« 
ject  during  the  present  Session,  with  any  prospect  of  con- 
cluding it,  and,  if  not  finally  acted  upon«  the  experiment 
now  suggested  might  prejudice,  rather  than  advance,  its 
ultimate  success  :  whereas,  by  passing  this  bill  in  its  prep 
sent  form,  no  additional  (Ufficulty  was  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  general  system.  He  was  much  gratified 
to  hear  a  favorable  opinion  expressed  of  that  system  by 
so  many  members,  and  would  indtilge  the  anticipation 
that  it  would  continue  to  grow  in  favor. 

There  was  anotiier  motive,  which  would,  of  itself,  in- 
duce him  to  oppose  the  motion  to  recommit.  The  bill 
was  introduced,  in  pursuance  of  tiie  suggestion  of  one  of 
the  States,  in  the  shape  of  a  direct  appeal  to  Congress  in 
favor  of  tiiis  institution.  The  Senators  from  that  State  had 
expressed  a  decided  wish  to  obtain  a  decision  on  this  ap- 

Seal,  without  connecting  with  it  any  other  subject.  They 
eemed  this  course  most  courteous  and  decorous  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  ho  thought  it  but  reasonable  to  in- 
dulge them. 

While  on  the  floor,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  could  not  refuse 
himself  the  occasion  to  say  a  woid  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
TtXiBh.]  That  honorable  gentleman  had  thought  it  pro- 
per to  say,  that  he  perceived  in  this  bill  the  execution,  in 
part,  of  the  system  announced  in  the  message  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  the  Congress  of  1825,  and  to  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  tidces  exception. 

In  that  message,  the  President  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  establishing  and 
encouraging  a  National  Univenity.  In  doing  sfl^  the  Pre- 
sident had  but  adopted  and  repeated  the  declarations  of 
•Qxious  solicitude  which  had  been  expressed  by  those 


who  had  previously  occupied  the  station  he  now  fills, 
and  whose  earnest  recommendation  of  the  same  fmvorite 
object,  had  not,  he  believed,  made  them  the  subject  of 
the  censure  which  is  implied  in  the  recommendation  4if 
an  unconstitutional  measure.  This  object  was  peculiarly 
and  earnestly  urged  by  General  Washington,  as  well  as 
by  his  successors. 

The  honorable  gentleman  could  perceive  in  this  bill, 
not  only  the  consummation  of  the  purpose  suggested  by 
the  President's  message,  but  another,  even  yet  more  at 
war  with  the  constitutional  restraints  on  the  power  of  this- 
Government,  **  the  establishment  of  Primary  Schoeb." 
But  whence  arises  the  apprehension  that  Congress  is 
about  to  establish  primary  schools,  or  schools  of  any  kindf 
There  is  not  one  wonl  in  this  bill  which  connects  Kenyon 
College  with  the  General  Government 

[The  Chair  here  interposed,  and  said,  it  would  not 
be  in  order  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill  on  the  pre- 
sent motion,  which  was  to  recommit,  with  instructions, 
and  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  mu^t  be  confined  to 
tiiat  motion. 

Mr.  C.  asked,  if  it  was  not  in  order  to  discuss  the  me- 
rits or  the  effects  of  the  measure  which  would  be  report- 
ed, if  the  committee  should  adopt  the  affirmative  of  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  motion  submitted  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  it  was  in  order  so  to  do. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  should,  then,  contend,  that 
the  proposition  submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
fix>m  Delaware,  [Mr.  McLakk,]  was  equally  exposed  to 
the  objeciions  urged  bv  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  against  the  bill  in  its  present  form.] 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  then  resumed  h*is  remarks.  The 
only  principle  contained  in  this  b'lll,  which,  by  possibility, 
can  involve  a  constitutional  question,  is,  whether  the 
Congress  of  tiie  United  States  has  power  to  grant  the 
public  lands?  From  the  earliest  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  moment — including  the  present  Ses- 
sion—this right  has  been  exercised  and  acquiesced  in. 
Grants  have  been  made  to  the  new  SUtes  8  to  canal  com- 
panies ;  to  road  companies )  and  to  companies  or  asso- 
ciktions  for  the  relief  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  If  *  gt^nt 
can  be  made  to  a  State,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  the  di^ 
ti notion  which  would  prevent  a  grant  to  an  incorporated 
company  ;  and  if  to  one  character  of  corporate  societie^ 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  how  the  Constitution  could 
be  supposed  to  forbid  a  donation  to  another  corporate  so- 
ciety. The  question  was  altogetiier  one  of  expediency. 
Congress  had  required,  fh>m  those  who  had  asked  a  grant 
of  public  lands,  satisfactoiy  evidence  that  the  object  to 
which  the  grant  was  to  be  applied  was  meritorious  in  it- 
self;  that  the  grant  was  liecessaiy  to  effect  the  object « 
and  that  the  accomplishment  of  it  was  calculated  to  give 
greater  value  to  the  adjacent  lands  owned  by  the  Go- 
vemment. 

In  this  case,  the  College  is  designed  to  accomnlirii  an 
object  admitted,  on  all  hands,  to  be  denrable  in  tlie  high- 
est degree— the  diffusion  of  uaefiil  knowledge,  amongst 
the  youth  of  the  country,  even  those  of  contracted  and 
limited  pecuniary  means,  and  without  regard  to  political 
or  religious  divisions.  The  benefits  of  the  institution  are 
not  to  he  (as  it  has  been  suggested)  in  any  degree  con- 
fined to  individuals  of  one  religious  sect,  nor  are  its  ope- 
rations to  be  made  conducive  to  the  formation  of  the  re- 
ligious creed  of  its  pupils.  It  has  been  incorporated  by 
the  SUte  of  Ohio,  and  recommended,  by  tlie  unanimous 
vote  of  tiie  Legislature  of  that  SUte,  to  our  especial  pa- 
tronage, as  the  recipient  of  our  bounty  in  tlie  precise 
mode  now  proposed  in  the  bill.  The  proceeds  of  tliis 
grant  will  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  buildings  and 
tmprovemenU,  and  the  accommodation  fA  an  increased 
population,  which  will  necessarily  lead  to  an  enhanced 
value  of  the  adjacent  public  lands.  In  wbat^  then,  does 
this  grant  differ  finm  those  heretofore  made,  in  respect 
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to  any  cunstitutional  principle  ?  or  how  does  it  involve 
any  question  of  eslabliahing  primary  schools,  or  any  oUier 
schools  *  The  Government  is  to  have  no  interest  in,  or 
control  over,  the  institution  :  ils  aflairs  arc  to  be  con- 
ducted by  tlie  trustees,  who,  by  its  charter,  preside  over 
it ;  they  are  not  created  by  the  Government,  or  in  the 
smallest  deg^*ce  amenable  to  it ;  nor  are  their  operations, 
in  the  slightest  respect,  subject  to  its  supervision. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  bill. 
That  duty  he  cheerfully  confided  to  those  who  had  taken 
more  active  interest  in  the  subject.  His  only  design  had 
been  to  show  that  the  measure  was  free  from  the  im- 
puted charge  of  conflicting  with  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  that  this  bill  had  been  considered,  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as  making  an  appeal  to  the  good 
feelings  of  the  Senate — and  another  gentleman  had  gone 
80  far  as  to  say,  that,  to  vote  for  it,  wmdd  only  be  an  act 
of  proper  courtesy  to  those  at  whose  instance  it  had  been 
inti-oduced.  Such  is  the  guise,  Mr.  President,  under 
which  a  measure  is  ushered  into  this  House  which  involves 
one  of  the  most  important  principles  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  submitted  to  our  consideration  ;  and  which, 
should  it  be  sanctioned,  will  establish  a  precedent,  that 
cannot  be  followe<l  up  to  its  legitimate  consequences, 
without  undermining  the  vei*y  foundations  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government.  Sir,  in  matters  of  mere  courtesy  and 
good  fee- ling,  I  should  be  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any 
gentleman  here  ;  and  towards  the  new  States,  I  have  ne- 
ver cherislied  any  sentiments  but  those  of  kindness.  But, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Government  to  the  subject  of  education,  within  the 
limits  of  the  several  States — when  wc  are  called  upon  Co 
stretch  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  embrace  that  large  class 
of  subjects  which  appertain  to  the  improvement  of  the 
moral  and  iutellectual  condition  of  the  People  within 
those  States— ai'e  we  to  be  told  that  the  decision  of  a 
question  of  such  immense  magnitude  depends  entirely 
upon  the  cuurtesy  and  good  feeling  of  this  House  }  Gen- 
tlemen insist  that  we  must  confine  our  inquiries  strictly 
to  this  bill,  which  merely  proposes  to  grant  a  township  of 
land  to  a  College  in  Ohio.  But  why  do'so,  sir  ?  Is  it  be- 
cause gentlemen  arc  unwilling  to  have  exposed  to  open 
view  the  magnitude  of  the  question  involved  in  it?  Is  it  be- 
cause they  apprehend  that  the  grant  of  a  single  township 
to  Ohio  will  be  considered  a  small  matter,  while  a  similar 
provision  for  every  State  in  the  Union  would  excite  the 
vigilance,  and  alarm  the  fears,  of  those  who  look  witli  dis- 
trust on  all  extensions  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,and  especially  over  subjects  which  peculiarly  belong 
to  the  individual  States?  But,  sir,  can  any  gentleman  wink 
so  haril  as  not  to  see  that  this  bill  does,  in  truth,invoIve  the 
Question,  whetlker  the  Federal  Government  shall  take 
the  subject  of  education  into  its  own  hands,  and  appro- 
priate the  national  funds  to  that  object  ?  1  put  it  to  the 
candor  of  the  Senators  of  Ohio  to  say,  if  this  bill  should 
pass,  will  they— can  they — refuse  a  similar  grant  to  Mis- 
souri or  Kentucky,  or  to  any  of  the  new  States  ?  And 
when  education  shall  be  amply  provided  for,  by  grants 
of  the  public  property  in  all  of  the  new  States,  will  they 
refuse  similar  grants  to  «*  the  good  Old  Thirteen  ? "  Can 
they  refuse  it  to  Virginia,  who  generously  and  magpiani- 
mously  suiTcndered,  without  price,  the  very  domain 
out  of  which  this  grant  is  to  be  made,  and  who  sun-ender- 
ed  it,  too,  on  the  express  condition  that  it  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  States  ?  Grant  it  to 
Virginia,  and  surely  it  cannot  be  denied  to  any  other 
State  in  the  Union.  Will  either  of  the  Senators  from 
Ohio  now  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  us,  that  be  will  vote 
against  any  such  proposition  ?  1  know  they  will  not. 
Such  a  declaration  would  be  the  dcath-warnuU  of  this 
bill.  Then,  Mr.  President,  1  am  justified  in  assuming, 
(what  is  in  truth  beyond  a  question,)  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  must,  of  necessity,  eventually  lead  to  tlie  grant 
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of  at  least  25,000  acres  of  tlie  public  lands  to  every 
State  in  the  Union,  for  the  purposes  of  education.  The 
question  is  therefore  now  fairly  brought  up,  whether  it  is 
constitutional  and  expedient  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  take  this  subject  under  their  care.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, [Mr.  M'Lahb,]  to  re-commit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  «  similar 
gjant  to  every  State  in  the  Union,  because  it  looks  the 
subject  fairly  in  the  face,  and  presents  the  true  question, 
which  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide  ;  and  because, 
if  we  are  to  make  a  grant  to  any  one  State,  I  am  clearly 
in  favor  of  making  similar  grants  to  all. 

But,  sir,  1  have  no  hesitation,  whatever,  in  entering,  at 
this  stage  of  the  business,  my  protest  against  the  exten- 
sion of  the  jurisdiction,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  funds 
of*  the  Federal  Government,  to  purposes  of  education 
within  the  several  States.  1  know  that  all  measures  for 
the  promotion  of  benevolent  objects  find  an  advocate  in 
the  bosoms  of  most  men,  and  that  the  idea  that  the  nation- 
al funds  should  be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  People,  (whether  by  cutting  roads 
and  canals,  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  science,  or  culti- 
vating  the  minds  and  morals  of  the  community,)  is  one 
very  apt  to  be  cherished  by  all  those  benevolent  persons, 
who,  when  a  good  end  is  to  be  accomplished,  never  trou- 
ble themselves  with  an  examination  into  the  evils  which 
may  grow  out  of  the  measures  adopted  fbr  its  accomplish- 
ment. To  such  men,  the  bare  suggestion  tliat  the  Con- 
stitution opposes  a  bar  to  the  prosecution  of  any  just  or 
benevolent  scheme,  is  regarded  as  a  profanation  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  that  instrument.  But,  sir,  we,  who, 
though  charged  with  the  duty  *<of  seeing  that  the  Re- 
public sustains  no  detriment,"  find  ourselves  restrained 
within  the  limits  of  a  strictly  delegated  authority ;  who 
perceive,  and  feel,  and  are  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
that  the  liberties  of  this  country  can  only  be  preserved 
by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  Constitution  ;  wc,  who  know 
that,  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment over  matters  clearly  reserved  to  the  States,  will  final- 
ly overthrow  this  beautiful  fabric  of  GoTemment,  which 
now  stands  the  admiration  of  the  world  ;  we,  sir,  in  tlie 
exercise  of  our  high  and  sacred  trust,  cannot  be  infiuenc- 
ed  by  any  considerations  but  the  preservation  of  the  li- 
berties entrusted  to  our  care.  It  is  our  duty,  sir,  to  exert 
a  vigilant  control  over  every  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  to  resist  every  temptation  to  overleap  the 
bounds  of  our  authority.  Sir,  I  am  not  more  firmly  con- 
vinced of  the  unparalleled  excellence  of  our  institutions, 
than  that  they  must  be  of  short  duration,if  this  Government 
shall  long  continue  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  matters 
which  belong  to  the  States.  By  the  very  form  and  struc- 
ture of  our  Government,  the  jurisdiction  over  all  matters 
of  a  domestic  or  l(x:al  nature '  is  reserved  exdu^vely  to 
the  States.  I'o  the  Federal  Government  belong  those 
powers  which  concern  the  foreign  relations  of  the  coun- 
try— such  as  the  question  of  peace  and  war,  our  commer- 
cial relations,  and  others  of  a  similar  character.  While 
this  g^reat  division  is  strictly  adhered  to,  and  good  faith  is 
observed  on  both  sides,  harmony  will  ezist-'-but,  when 
the  Federal  Government  shall  undertake,  with  its  patron- 
age, its  influence,  and  its  revenue,  to  invade  the  States — 
to  interfere  witli,  to  regulate,  and  to  control,  their  do^ 
mestic  concerns — then  will  begin  that  mighty  struggle^ 
the  issue  of  which  will  decide  whether  this  shall  become 
a  great  consolidated  Government,  (with  all  power  cen- 
tered here,)  or  continue  a  Confederacy  of  free  and  inde- 
pendent States.  It  will  be  a  struggle  between  liberty 
and  despotism :  for,  surely,  no  man  can  be  so  infiituate^ 
as  not  to  perceive  that  the  destruction  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States  must  inevitably  lead  to  despotism  here.  But, 
sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  the  diicuaaion  of 
the  conBlitutlonal  queaUons  involrcd  in  thi«  biU,     My 
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purpose  is  merely  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  innportance  of  this  question — to  put  them  on  their 
guard  agpiinst  suffering'  what  I  must  consider  as  an  alarm- 
ing extension  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government, 
to  creep  into  our  legislation,  in  the  humble  and  imposing 
garb  of  a  charitable  donation  to  a  literary  institution.  Sir, 
this  Government  has  already  gone  too  far  in  assuming  ju- 
risdiction over  subjects  which  either  do  not  belong  to  them 
at  all,  or  which  they  could  only  exercise  under  limitations 
which  have  been  wholly  disregarded.  Let  us  look  for  a  mo- 
ment at  the  powers  which  Congress  have  already  assumed, 
as  well  as  the  extent  of  that  whith  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  exert.  The  Fedenil  Government  has  taken  under  its 
charge  the  whole  subject  of  Internal  Improvcmenls 
within  the  several  States,  without  restriction  or  limita- 

*  tion.  We  are  now  surveying  the  countr)',  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi,  nay, 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  to  the  very  frontiers  of  Mexico, 
with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  magnificent  system 
of  Inlcmil  improven^ent.  We  have  already  appropriat- 
ed millions  of  dollars,  and  millions  of  acres  of  land,  to 
these  objects,  and  have  already  actually  surveyed  the 
routes  of  roads  and  canals,  which  it  would  take  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country,  for  twenty  years,  to  coubtnict, 
and  yet  the  surveys  are  not  completed.  Hoads  and  canals 
for  militarj'  and  commercial  p»irposes,  and  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  have  been  laid  out  in  every  direc- 
tion. But  these,  ;/e  are  told,  are  all  natioiml.  Sir,  1 
should  really  be  glad  to  know  \^bbt  gentlemen  mean  by 
a  national  road  or  canal.  If  those  only  are  national,  in 
which  every  State  has  an  interest,  then,  certainly,  very 
few  of  that  description  have  yet  been  surveyed  ;  and  if 
all  are  national  in  which  any  portion  of  the  ))eople  have 
any  interest,  then  all  are  of  this  character.  In  the  fatitude 
assumed  on  this  subject,  it  is  certain  that  the  ])Owcr  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  limited  only  by  its  will,  und  may 
be  exerted  to  the  extent  of  the  whole  resources  of  the 
country;  and  it  will,  I  fear,  be  found,  in  its  exercise,  to 
be  a  pt)wer  not  to  unite,  but  "to  divide  the  States,  by 
roads  and  canals."  Having  assumed  to  yourselves  unlimit- 
ed jurisdiction  over  internal  improvements,  your  next 
step  was  to  take  under  your  care  the  subject  of  charities. 
Townships  of  land  have  been  granted  to  Kentucky,  Con- 
necticut, and  other  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  | 
dumb.  This  has  been  done,  because  these  unhappy  per> 
sons  were  unfortunate.  But  are  not  lunatics  equally  un- 
fortunate }  Is  there  a  form  of  human  misery  better  calcu- 
lated to  excite  all  the  sympathies  of  our  nature,  tlian  a 
family  of  helpless  children,  left  in  a  stale  of  orphanage, 
without  the  means  of  support  ?  Arc  the  aged  and  the 
sick,  and  the  destitute  of  every  class  and  condition,  to 
be  excluded  from  your  bounty,  if  misfortune  alone  is  to 
be  the  ground  of  your  interference  ?  Sir,  it  is  clear  tha», 
on  the  same  principle  on  which  you  have  undertaken  to 
provide,  out  of  the  national  funds,  for  tlie  deaf  and  dumb, 

you  may  take  all  the  chai  tties  of  the  country  into  yotir 
own  hands,  and  build  up  a  s}'stem  of  national  poor  laws 
as  oppressii^c  as  that  of  Great  Britain.  But  now  we  are 
called  upon  to  take  another  most  important  step.  We 
are  to  make  a  grant  to  pri\ate  persons,  to  enable  them  to 
establish'a  college .  It  is  not  a  grant  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
but  to  a  corporatit>n,  consisting  only  of  a  few  piivate  in- 
divlduals.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  of  the  benevolent 
character  and  distinguished  talents  of  the  right  reverend 
gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  Kenyon  College ;  and 
the  excellence  of  the  sxstem  adopted  at  that  institution 
has  been  highly  eulogized.  Sir,  1  accede  to  all  that  has 
been  said  on  these  points.  But,  if  you  make  a  grant  to 
one  college  in  Ohio,  will  >ou  not  be  called  upon,  and  can 
you  refuse,  to  make  it  to  others  ?  And  when  >  ou  have 
passed  tlfTough  all  the  res)  ectable  colleges  in  the  United 

6tate8,  must  you  not  take  up  the  common  schools,  and 

provide  also  for  them  ^    In  short,  at  what  poi/it  are  you 


to  stop  1  It  is  to  my  mind  perfectly  clear,  that,  if  you 
pass  this  bill,  you  may,  on  the  same  principle,  be  called 
upon  to  provide  for  all  the  literaiy  and  scientific  institu- 
tions in  the  Union.  Sir,  if  the  subject-matter  is  fairly 
within  your  jurisdiction,  it  will  be  better  to  pdoj)t  agrand 
system,  at  once,  for  the  advancement  of  education  in 
every  State  of  the  Union.  My  objection  rests  on  the 
ground  of  your  having,  under  the  Constitution,  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  alluded  to  a  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  Kenyon  Colfcge,  which,  to  my 
appi'ehension,  seems  very  much  to  strengthen  the  ob^c- 
lions  to  this  bill.  He  tells  us  that  large  contributions 
have  been  raised  in  England,  among  the  members  of  the 
Church  to  which  the  venerable  Bishop  at  the  head  of  this 
institution  belongs,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  sufler  such 
genei-ous  contributions  to  fail  for  want  of  our  co  opera- 
tion. Sir,  in  this  circumstance  1  find  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  fact,  that  this  is  to  be  a  sectarian  collige.  I  do  not 
mean  to  use  that  word  in  an  oiTcnsive  sense  \  I  mean 
merely  that  the  institution  is  to  be  under  the  ))cculinr  care 
of  professors  of  particular  religious  principles.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  may  be  right,  when  he  says  that  secta- 
rian colleges  always  succeed  best.  My  obji  ction  is  ag:iiiist 
any  connexion  being  estahlihlif  d  betwt  en  the  United 
States  and  such  institutions.  The  Federal  Government 
is  prohibited,  by  the  Const  it  uti(>n,  from  any  interference 
in  religious  concerns.  It  is  our  true  policy,  and  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  Government,  to  permit  no  con- 
nexion between  Church  and  State.  Sir,  if  you  establish 
an  Episcopal  College  out  of  the  national  funds,  can  yoH 
refuse  to  do  as  much  for  the  Pre»b>terians,  the  Bui)ti&t!», 
the  Methotlists,  or  Catholics  ^  It  appears  to  me  we  will  be 
under  peculiar  oblig^dions  to  make  a  similar  appropriation 
tin-  the  Catholics  in  Ohio,  uiiKss  you  mean  to  take  part 
against  the  members  of  that  Church  ;  for  it  was  but  the 
other  day  1  read  an  extract  Irom  an  English  paper,  giv- 
ing, as  a  reason  why  members  of  the  established  Chiuch 
in  Great  Britain  should  advance  tunds  in  aid  of  Kenyon 
College,  ••  in  the  new  Dioce'ss  of  Ohio,"  that  the  Pope 
contributed  funds  for  the  advancement  of  Popery  there. 
Sir,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  matters  of  this  sort.  If  we  are  to  goon  in 
the  course  wc  have  pursued  for  some  time  past,  I  know 
not  what  subject  of  legislation  will  be  practically  reserved 
to  the  States.  If  to  all  the  subjects  for  the  action  of  the 
Federal  Government,  fairly  deducible  from  the  Consti- 
tution, you  are  to  add  the  superintcndcTiee  and  control 
over  internal  improvements,  chanties,  cducalitjn,  and  re- 
hgion  J  and  if,  after  having  exhausted  those,  }«mi  are  to 
set  about  "the  organization  of  the  w  hole  labor  arid  capital 
of  the  cotintiy,"  (as  recommended  by  one  of  the  high  of- 
ficers of  the  Government,)  whiil,  I  again  ask,  emphatical- 
ly, will  be  lett  to  the  States  '  Without  going  at  large  into 
the  subject,  at  this  time,  I  must  be  permitted  to  express 
my  firm  and  settled  conviction,  that  the  liberties  of  this 
People  depend  on  the  preserxation  of  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  States.  This  is  our  only  safeguard, 
and  the  only  bond  of  our  Union.  But  the  gentleutan  on 
the  other  side  insist  that  this  is  not  a  grant  of  the  nation* 
al  funds,  but  only  of  the  public  lands,  to  an  object  to 
which  they  are  properly  spplicable,  and  to  which  the  16th 
section,  in  every  township,  has  already  been  aciually  ap- 
plied. 1  answer  that  these  lands  are  the  pioperiy  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  that  we  haic 
a  right  to  apply  onr  real  estate  to  t;bjects  to  whrch  we 
could  not  lawfully  appropriate  money.  These  lands  juc 
the  conmion  property  uf  the  whole  nation,  and  no  moie 
applicable  to  schools  in  Ohio,  than  to  tchools  in  the  oiher 
States  ;  and,  in  relation  to  the  16th  section  rewncd  in 
each  townshij)  for  schcolj.-,  we  were  ti)ld,  the  <  tlur  day, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  n<i  doubt  correctly, 
that  these  were  bubstantiully  sold  by  the  United  Stutct^, 
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for  the  purpose  of  being  applied  by  the  inhabitants  of 
each  township  to  the  'establishment  of  common  schools. 
The  towiiship  being  laid  out  u  ith  Ihe  reservation  of  the 
16th  section,  to  be  vested  in  the  inhabitants,  for  schools, 
it  might  well  be  considered  that  they  became  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  same  for  these  purposes.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  President,  1  would  say  that  U'e  mu.st  not  be  led 
away,  in  this  case,  by  the  small  amount  or  peculiar  na« 
turfc  of  the  grant  we  arc  called  upon  to  make,  to  forget 
the  principles  involved  in  this  question.  This  is  precise- 
ly the  form  in  which  abuses  creep  into  the  StUe.  They 
usually  come  in  a  shape  so  small  and  unobtrusive,  so  im« 
posing,  so  interesting,  that  it  is  difficult  to  resist  them  { 
once  introduced,  they  soon  grow  to  a  giant's  stature. 

With  these  views,  lie  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware.  But  he  wished  (hat  the  com- 
mittee should  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  constitu- 
tionality, as  well  as  the  expediency,  of  granting  lands  in 
this  manner.  If  the  committee  and  the  Senate  should 
decide  that  it  was  both  constitutional  and  expedient  to 
make  these  donations,  then  they  would  pass  the  bdl.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the. motion  be  amended,  by  the  in- 
sertion of  the  words  "constitutionality"  before  "expedi- 
ency." 

I^lr.  McLANE  observed,  that  he  supposed  that  the  in- 
quiry desired  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
included  in  his  fii*st  motion.  If  a  measure  was  not  consti- 
tutional, it  could  not  be  expedient.  He  was  willing  to 
accept  the  modification  of  his  motion,  not  ccmsidering 
that,  in  doing  so,  he  adopted  any  opinion  which  had  been 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  BARTON  made  a  few  remarks. 
Mr.  HAYNE  observed,  that,  under  the  impression  that 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  would 
cover,  als'H  its  constitutionality,  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion  for  amendment. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  suggested  that  the  motion  ought  to  be 
amended  so  as  to  include  schools  as  well  as  colleges. 
In  some  States  there  were  sclxiols,  but  no  colleges. 

Mr.  McLANE  then  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  em- 
brace colleges,  or  public  institutions  for  education. 

'i'he  quesiton  on  recommitting  being  then  put,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  on  a  division,  18  to  21. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  CHANDLER,  which' was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  restricting  the  location  of  the  lands  to  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  when 
Mr.  COBB  renewed  the  motion  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions, and  moved  that  the  que.stinn  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RUOGF^KS  briefly  opposed  the  motion  for  recom- 
mitment. 

Mr.  MACON  said,  that  it  was  of  little  consequence 
whether  the  bill  passed  with  or  without  the  amendment. 
Either  way,  it  would  demonstrate  that,  whenever  a  door 
w.as  once  opcneil,  they  never  shut  it.  It  began  with  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  it  is  going  on,  so  that,  before  long, 
it  will  embrace  every  thing.  1  don't  like  to  hear  mem- 
bers talk  about  the  Constitution,  said  Mr.  M.  It  is  use- 
less. 1  have  taken  my  leave  of  it  some  years  ago.  This 
donation  is  for  a  college  established  by  a  mcritorions  in- 
dividual. But,  if  we  look  to  the  merits  of  individuals, 
where  shall  we  stop  ?  Is  this  the  only  establishment  in 
the  United  States  which  merits  assistance  ?  Yale  College 
has  always  been  hig^ily  spoken  of,  and  that  has  as  good  a 
claim  a.s  this.  I  do  nut  know  whether  this  is  a  State  in- 
stitutioiv  or  whether  the  States  manage  these  establish- 
ments in  the  North  and  West— but,  in  the  South,  the 
State  puts  them  up  and  supplies  the  funds.  If  you  be- 
gin with  this  institution,  where  will  yuu  end  }    Do  you 


a  petition,  of  every  State  in  the  Union  ?  It  will  bring  the 
States  to  Congress,  where  they  never  ought  to  come. 
These  things  appear  small  in  "the  beginning,  but  tl»..y 
grow  in  consequence  as  they  go  on.  As  to  fiie  des  re 
for  education,  it  is  universal ;  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
United  States  who  has  as  much  knowledge  as  he  covets. 
The  argument  that  education  is  a  blessing,  has  never  be.  ii 
denied.  But  was  it  to  be  managed  by  Congress  '  As  they 
went  on  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  National  Legisla 
ture,  they  made  it  more  unweildy,  and  increased  the  fric- 
tion of  the  machinery.  All  the  States  would  ask  for  as- 
sistance, if  it  was  given  to  one.  There  was  formerly  a 
college  in  Maryland,  and  it  was  burnt  down,  and  all  the 
property  was  destroyed,  but  the  land  ;  and  they  had  ne- 
ver been  able  to  put  it  up  ag^in  \  but  it  remains  as  it  was. 
Whether  this  was  to  be  a  sectarian  college  or  not,  he  did 
not  know  ;  but  he  was  against  the  donation,  on  all  con- 
siderations, as  setting  a  bad  example. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, it  was  decided  In  the  negative. 

The  question  on  engrossing  then  occured,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  having  been  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TYLER, 
it  was  decided  affirmatively. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eng^rossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and,  on  the  31st  of  March,  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  PASSED,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was  ordered  that,  when 
the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 


MovdilT,  KUrch  31,  1S28. 
VACCINATION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.B  ATEM  AN,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  "  to  encourage  vaccination." 
Mr.  BATEMAN  remarked,  that  it  was  probably  with- 
in the  recollection  of  every  member  of  the  Senate,  that 
a  law,  similar  to  the    bill  under  consideration,  was  for- 
merly passed  by  Congress.      It  was  enacted  in   1813, 
and  the  country  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  it  until  1823, 
when  it  was  abruptly  repealed,  in  a  moment  of  excite- 
ment, produced  by  an  unfoKunate  occurrence  in  North 
Carolina.     It  is  now  proposed  to  re-enact  that  law,  with 
two  mottifications,  the  most  important  of  which  is  a  pro- 
vision for  two  a^nts  instead  of  one.     The  question  pre- 
sented by  the  bill,  said  Mr.  B.  is  simple,  and  needs  not 
man^  words  in  explanation,     it  requires  the  agents  to 
furnish,  to  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  whenever  it 
may  be  applic<l  for,  (hrftugh  the  medium  of  the  Post 
Oflico,  the  genuine  vaccine  matter,  and  it  confers  the 
franking  privilege  on  letters  or  packages  to  or  from  the 
agents,  containing  vaccine  matter,  or  in  any  way  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  of  vaccination,  to  the  extent  of  one 
ounce  in  weight.     Tlie   privilege  is  thus  specially  re- 
strained, and  has  all  the  guards  usually  employed  to  pre- 
vent an  abuse  of  it.     The  importance  of  vaccination  as 
a  preventive  of  the  small  pox  will  be  general^,  if  not 
universally,  conceded  ;  and  the  g^at  benefits  wh|ch  have 
been  derived,  and  would  again  result  from  such  an  agen- 
cy* are  the  designation  of  persons  from  whom,  in  case 
of  emergency,  the  infection  may  be '  obtained,  and  the 
security  that  it  will  be  genuine.     When  the  small  pox 
prevails  in  any  of  the  large  cities,  cases  of  it  IVequent^ 
happen  in  the  country,  where  the  beat  security  against 
its  contagious  inftuence  is  an  immediate  resort  to  vacci- 
nation, which,  when  speedily  employed  on  those  in  the 
neighborhood  liable  to  the  small  pox,  never  fails  at 
once  to  stop  the  progress  of  that  formidable  dtieaae*    |t 
is  in  cases  ol  this  sort,  ^and  very  many  such  have  he«u 
witnessed,  that  the  advantage  of  such  an  agenqy  as  it 
contemplated  by  this  bill,  is  nrast  conspicuoiu,  by  af. 
'    "        "  ■"     '  "     '      o  'the  only  appro. 


nrast  coil 
fording'a  facility  for  the  application 


not  believe  that  it  will  open  a  door  for  the  entrance,  witii  I  priate  ramedy .    1  have  understood«  and  bditT*,  that  tkt 
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former  agent  never  failed  to  furnish  the  genuine  matter 
when  applied  to  for  it,  one  instance  only  .exce])ted  ;  and 
that  the  mvariable  eifeet  was  speedy  extirpation  of  the 
original  disease,  unless  where  it  became  epidemic  in  the 
large  cities,  in  which  cases  a  systematic  concert  of  ope- 
ration becomes  necessary.    It  is  true  that  the  variolous 
or  small  pox  matter  was  sent  into  North  Carolina,  instead 
of  the  vaccine,  which  had  been  applied  for.     A  degree 
of  myateiy  still  bang^  over  that  transaction.     It  is  known 
that  the  agent.  Dr.  Smith,  was  extremely  cautious  in  the 
administration  of  his  office,  and  the  result  of  an  investi- 
gation by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
during  the   last    Congress,    renders  it   almost  certain, 
highly  probable  at   least,  that  some  mischievous    and 
wicked  person  had  access  to  the  letter  in  which  the  vac- 
cine matter  had  been  put  up,  and  substituted  therefor  a 
variolous  scab.     Of  the  very  numerous  supplies  of  the 
matter,  this  is  the  only  instance  of  any  mistaxe,  and  dis- 
tressing indeed  as  it  was,  ought  not  to  weigh  down  the 
many  great  benefits  conferred  by  the  law,  which  was 
probably  the  means  of  saving  many  lives.     The  only 
favor  now  asked  of  Congress  in   return  for  so  much  pro- 
mised good,  is  the  release  of  postage  on  the  correspond- 
ence g^wing  out  of  the  agency — a  dispensation  which 
is  granted  to  seven  or  eight  thousand  Deputy  Postmas- 
ters, and  which  cannot  affect  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
OflRce  Department,  to  any  extent  wcrthy  of  being  nam- 
ed.    Mr.  B.  observed,  that,  if  any  objections  were  urged 
to  the  bill,  he  would  endeavor  to  obviate  them. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  we  had  been  alarmed  here  for 
several  days  with  the  appearance  of  the  varioloid.     The 
disorder  was  much  milder  than  the  small  pox.     The  medi- 
cal societies  in  Europe  had  ascertained  that,  out  of  some 
hundreds  not  vaccinated,  eighty -five  died  of  the  small  pox. 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  promote  vaccin.ition,  gave  to 
Doctor  Smith  the  facilities  of  communication,  by  mail, 
which  are  now  proposed  by  this  bill.     It  mi^ht  be  asked, 
why   was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  mail  }    l^he  an- 
swer was,  that  it  anbrded    the  most  direct,  safe,  and 
speedy  means  of  obtaining  the  vaccine  matter.     Were 
the  small  pox  prevalent  iiere,  and  were  the  City  300 
miles  distant  from  any  place  where  the  vaccine  matter 
could  be  procured,  how  many  persons  might  die  before 
the  means  of  security  cQuld  be  obtained,  without  the  use 
of  the  mail  ^    The  unfortunate  mistake  which  occurred 
in  North  Carolina,  was,  Mr.   H.  believed,  the  result  of 
the  malice  of  some  individual  whose  object  was  to  de- 
stroy Doctor  Smith's  reputation.   It  was  impossible  to  be- 
Fieve  tliat  Doctor  Smith  would  have  taken  the  varioloid 
matter  ftom  the  arm  of  a  person,  to  be  disseminated .    He 
could  have  no  motive   for    so  demoniacal  a  deed.     It 
would  have  been  destructive  of  the  whole  object  for 
which  he  had  so  many  years  been   toiling.     But,  grant- 
ing, what  seems  impossible,  that  Dr.   Smith  did  mistake 
the  varioloid  for  the  vaccine  matter,  does  it  do  away  the 
efficacy  of  genuine  matter,  and  the  necessity  of  dissemi- 
nating it  }    There  was  a  prospect  that  the  bill  would 
effect  much  good.     It  could,  at  any  rate,  be  productive 
of  no    injury.     The  expense  would  b^  trifling  to  the 
United  States.     Mr.  H.   had  no  doubt,  if  the  ^Senators 
present  were  convinced  that  a  single  life  in  the  year 
could  be  saved  by  the  assistance  required,  they  would 
most  willingly  vote  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
Mr.  CHANDLER  opposed  the  bill. 
Mr.  BRANCH  made  a  few  remarks. 
Mr.  DICKERSON  did  not  believe  the  g;entleman  al- 
luded to  was  at  all  in  fault.     The  suspicion  wus  well 
founded  that  the  act  complained  of  was  done  by  some 
person  with  a  design  to  injure  that  gentleman.     But  he 
was  free  to  say,  that,  in  his  opinion,  more  mischief  had 
i^esiiUed  from  that  affair,  than  could  be  counterbalanced 
by  any  good  which  had  come  from  making  post  free  the 
i'iUti»    relating   to  vaccination,    or  conUinmg   vaccine 


matter.  If  persons  were  entitled  to  receive,  post  iree^ 
such  letters,  why  not  letters  free  respecting  other  dis- 
eases ?  His  colleague^s  object  was  not  only  to  save  ex- 
pense in  the  |transportation  of  the  matter,  but  to  enable 
the  People  to  know  uhere  they  could  find  the  matter. 
Was  not  sufficient  notoriety  to  be  obtained  in  tlie  ordi- 
nary way  ^  Besides,  it  seemed  that  those  cities  where 
the  matter  was  most  easily  to  be  had,  suffered  most 
from  the  small  pox.  His  colleague  had  stated  that  720 
.persons  had  perislied  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore ;  showing  that  vaccination  was  most  neglect- 
ed where  it  was  most  attainable.     He  should  oppose  the 


extension  of  the  right  of  franking  for   the  purposes  con- 
templated in  the  biiL 

Mr.  BATEMAN  replied  by  stating,  that,  if  this  ap- 
plication emanated  from,  or  had  any  special  connexion 
with  any  vaccine  society,  he   was  unaware  of  it.     Such 
an  institution  may  exist  in  Maryland  -,  but  if  so,  its  oper- 
ations   were ' probably    chiefly   confined  to  that  State. 
He  went  for  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  to  every 
corner  of  which,  however  remote  or   sequestered,   1^ 
wished  to  extend  the  facilities  which  the  bill  provides. 
It  was  indeed  the  country,   and  thoa£  portions  of  it  most 
remote  from  the  large  cities,  to  which  it  would  be  most 
useful.     In  the  country,  the  matter  could  not  weU  be  pre- 
served through  the  Summer;  and  it  was  of  the  .utmost  im- 
portance to  practitioners,  remote  from  the  cities,  to  know 
where,  and  of  whom,  they  could  at  all  times  obtain  mat- 
ter on  which  they  might  (safely  depend.    Mr.  B.  thought 
the  benefits,  which  resulted  from  the  former  law,  had 
been  undervalued,  «by  those  who  opposed  the  bill.    U 
was  a  fact,  believed  to  be  well  established,  that  the  assi- 
duit>  of  the  Agent,  favored  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
Faculty,  at  one  time,  extirpated  the  small  pox  from  the 
United  States,  so    that,  for  several  months  preceding^ 
the  Vail  of  1821,  not  a  case  of  it  was  known  to  exist 
witliin  our  limits.     In  the  Fall  of  1821,  it  was  unhappily 
imported  into  Baltimore  from  Liverpool  ;firom  the  seeds  of 
which  it  continued  to  spread  wider  and  wider,  for  seve- 
ral years,  so  that,  in  the  year  1824,  no  less  than  720  indi- 
viduals died  of  the  disease  in  the  three  cities,  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and  it  still  prevails  in  the 
country.     It  must  be  recollected  that  the  Agency  law 
was  repealed  early  in  the  year  1822.     Mr.  B.  said,  that 
it  appeared  to  him  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  D.)  had  not 
observed  his  usual  caution  when  he  ventured  an  opinion 
that  the  distress  produced  by  the  North  Carolina  catas- 
trophe, would  outweigli  a  large  share  of   the  benefit 
which  had  been  produced  by  the  law.     It  was  difficult, 
he  knew,  to  estimate  rightly  the  value  of  preventive  re- 
medies.    In  this  case  the  prevention  of  the  distress  re- 
sulting from  disease  and  death  in  the  most  appalling  form, 
he  did  not  doubt  had  been  very  great.     As  to  the  charge 
of  postage,  which   the  gentleman  from  Maine  seemed  to 
imagine  it  was  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  physiciaiis  to 
avoid,  it  was  of  too  little  consequence  to  enter  into  the 
account,     The  great  object  to  be  effected  was,  a  sure  re- 
source from  which  to  obtain  supplies  of  the  virus  in  time  of 
need, and  not  the  avoidance  of  a  trifling  charge  for  postage. 
Mr.  DICKERSON  considered  the  Society  entitled  to 
credit  for  what  public  good  they  had  done,  but  thought 
the  Senate  should  extend  the  privilegfe  of  franking  with 
great  jealousy,  even   to  its  officers.      The  Bible,   and 
other  Societies,  consider  themselves  equally  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  free  communication.    Privileges  of  this 
kind  should  not  be  partially  granted.     Why  not  extend 
this  privilege  to  other  diseases,  or  why  confine  it  to  vac 
cine  inoculation  ?     Mr.  D.  thought  the  dissemination  of 
vaccine  inoculation  sufficiently  extensive,  througliout  the 
States,  without  any  farther  interference  of  Congrcw. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
was  rejected. 


558 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


554 


MahchSI,  1828.] 


French  Colonial  Trade, 


[SENATE. 


FRENCH  COLONIAL  TRADE. 

The  bill  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  islands  of 
Martinique  and  GuadaloiipeyWas  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  rose,  and  said  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him,  at  this  time,  to  offer  any  thing  beyond  a  brief  ex- 
planation of  the  origin  and  operation  of  this  bill.  It  will 
be  recollected,  said  he,  that,  in  1825,  the  British  Govern- 
ment, by  an  Order  in  Council,  opened  many  of  the  porta 
in  their  West  India  colonies  to  all  the  world,  on  certain 
specified  terms.  Those  terms  it  is  not  important  to  enume- 
rate, except  that  the  measure  was  required  to  be  met  by 
other  nations,  within  a  particular  time,  by  commercial  re- 
gulations of  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  character.  The  his- 
tory of  the  attempt  by  this  Senate  to  reciprocate  the  mea- 
sure, is  fresh  in  the  remembrance  of  all,  and  the  conse- 
quences as  well  as  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  that  attempt 
need  not  now  be  repeated.  But  tlie  French  Government 
early  scixed  upon  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  British 
oitler,  to  extend  the  commerce  of  her  dependencies,  and 
met  it  by  the  Fiench  ordinance  of  February,  1826.  That 
ordinance  has  recently  been  placed  on  the  tables  of  all 
the  members  of  this  House  ;  and  its  provision.s,  equalize 
ing  the  duties  on  tonnage  to  vessels  of  all  nations  that 
enter  Goadaloupc  and  Martinique,  and  imposing  a  very 
low  tariff  on  many  important  articles  of  export  frotn  this 
country  to  those  islands,  are  now  familiar  to  all . 

The  present  bill  is  intended  to  reciprocate,  in  a  friend- 
ly  spirit,  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  could  conceive  of  no  objection  to  its  passage,  unless 
gentlemen  should  apprehend  that  some  important  cause, 
during  the  last  two  years,  has  prevented  any  steps  being 
taken  to  meet  the  ordinance,  which  ought  still  to  prevent 
any  \  or  that  the  bill  goes  further  in  its  indulgences  than 
the  ordinance. 

As  to  the  first  supposed  objection,  Mr.  W.  remarked 
that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  communication  from  the  De- 
partment of  State,  in  answer  to  inquiries  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  which  would  be  rea<l,  if  any  member  desired  it, 
assigning  certahi  reasons  for  ♦.he  delay.  It  appeared  by 
this  communication  that  the  ordinance  was  presented  to 
this  Government,  by  the  resident  French  Minister,  as  ear- 
ly as  June,  1826.  It  is  stated  that  no  special  demand  was 
then  made,  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  relation  to  it ; 
that  tlie  President  doubted  his  power  to  meet  it  by  pro- 
clamation under  our  statute  of  January,  1824,  concerning 
the  removal  of  discriminating  duties  ;  that  its  publication 
was  noticed  in  some  American  newspaper,  by  the  State 
Department,  soon  after  it  was  received,  though,  Mr.  W. 
said,  it  had  not  been  his  fortune  to  see  it  republished  in 
any  of  the  Northern  commercial  papers,  or  in  those  print- 
ed at  the  Seat  of  Government ;  and  that  nothing  since 
had  been  done,  or  had  publicly  transpired,  concerning 
the  ordinance,  till,  on  a  resolution  of  the  vigilant  Senator 
from  MarylamI,  it  was  communicated  to  this  body.  All 
know,  that,  after  having  been  thus  communicated,  it  had 
been  referred  to  the  <;ommittee  on  Commerce,  and  they 
seeing  no  reason  why  the  ordinance  should  not  be  prompt- 
ly met,  by  a  grant  of  similar  privileges  to  the  commerce 
of  those  i.slands,  had  repoited  the  present  bill. 

The  committee  deemed  it  necessary  to  act  speedily, 
as  the  long  delay  to  reciprocate  the  measure  had  given 
rise  to  a  report  which,  he  trusted,  would  not  be  verified, 
that  the  privileges,  so  far  as  regards  American  vessels, 
bad  been,  or  were  about  to  be,  withdrawn.  They  deem 
ed  the  trade  also  of  sufficient  importance  to  this  ccmntry 
to  require  early  and  sedulous  attention  from  the  consti- 
tuted authorities,  in  its  preservation  and  improvement. 

The  exports  to  those  islands,  with  some  to  Cayenne, 
on  the  continent,  for  two  other  small  West  India  Islands, 
belonging  to  France,  which  were  little  more  than  naked 
r^^ks,  amounted  to  almost  a  million  of  dollars  worth  an- 
nually. They  consisted  of  our  domestic  products  entirely, 
except  forty  or  fifty  thvusand  dollars  of  teas  and  pepper } 


and  among  those  domestic  products  «rere  included  many 
staple  articles,  such  as  rice,  tobacco»and  Indian  corn.  Near- 
ly one-fourth  of  the  whole  exports  was  lumber?  almost  one- 
fiflh  fish;  and  the  amount  of  the  others,  including  the  arti- 
cles first  named,  perhaps  it  was  not  necessary  to  detail. 

The  returns  for  these  cargoes  were  likewise  of  an  im- 
portant character.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
value^  consisted  of  molasses,  and  was  in  quantity  equal  to 
one-sixteenth  of  the  whole  importation  of  the  article  into 
the  United  States.  Almost  $200,000  was  specie  and 
bullion,  and  the  residue  sug^r,  cocoa,  coffee,  and  other 
smaller  articles  of  little  amount. 

The  manner  in  which  the  liberality  of  the  ordinance  of 
Febniary,  1836,  has  been,  or  may  now  be  met,  may  affect 
the  whole  of  this  trade  \  because,  like  the  trade  of  the 
British  West  Indies,  it  may,  by  inattention  and  delay  cm 
our  part,  become  prohibited,  or  subjected  to  discriminat- 
ing duties  of  the  most  burthensome  character. 

The  present  bill  proposes  to  make  an  ample  and  just 
return  for  the  privileges  that  ordinance  confers  ;  to  throw 
open  all  our  ports  to  French  vessels  from  the  islands  of 
Guadalope  and  Martinique,  bringing  cargoes,  the  growth 
or  produce  of  those  islands,  on  payment  of  the  same  du- 
ties as  American  vessels  with  like  cargoes.    The  bill  ia 
thus  more  extensive  in  its  terms  than  the  ordinance,  as  it 
is  not  confined  to  vessels  owned  only  in  those  islands,  nor 
to  French  vessels  sailing  from  particular  ports  in  those 
islands — nor  is  it  limited  to  particular  articles  of  importa- 
tion, excluding,  virtually,  like  the  onlinance,  other  arti- 
cles not  enumerated  ;  because  the  ports  there  opened 
are  probably  all  where  custom-houses  are  established ; 
because  few  vessels  are  owned  in  those  islands  which 
could  enter  into  this  tnde  \  and  because,  save  pork  and 
flour,  perhaps  no  articles  of  importance  are  wholly  exclud- 
ed from  admission.     In  legislation  of  this  kind,  bottomed 
on  free  and  friendly  principles,  it  is  better  to  exceed  than 
fall  short  of  other  nations  in  the  exercise  of  a  catholic 
spirit.     In  a  Government  like  ours,  which  boasts  of  its  li- 
berality and  justice,  the  utmost  vigilance  should  be  em- 
ployed to  practise  all  we  profess.     The  principle  of  the 
bill  is  to  us  all-essential .    Nobody  will  dread  any  injurious 
operation  of  it  to  our  real  interest  as  well  as  character, 
when  they  advert  to  the  fact,  that  all  the  importations 
here,  from  those  islands,  except  about  $25,000  worth, 
and  all  the  exports,  but  about  $  72,000  worth,  are  trans- 
ported in  our  own  vessels.     Hence,  the  privileges  grant- 
ed by  the  bill  will  extend  only  to  tlie  small  portion  of  the 
trade  carried  on  in  French  vessels.     In  respect  to  that 
portion,  we  may  well  be  liberal,  not  only  on  account  of 
its  smallness,  but   because,  though  some  of  our  articles 
are  exchided,  the  duties  on  those  admitted  are  much  less 
than  the  duties  imposed  by  us  on  the  articles  from  Guada- 
loupe  and  Martinique.    Gentlemen,  on  turning  to  the  or- 
dinance, will  see  that  lumber  pays  only  4  per  ceht.,tobacco 
but  7  per  cent.,  live  stock  10  per  cttnt,  Indian  corn  2 
francs  the  hectolitre,  and  on  rice  and  salt  fi.sh  7  per  cent. 
As  the  kilogramme  is  something  over  two  pounds  avoirdu- 
pois, the  duty  on  rice  is  probably  less  than  20  per  cent.; 
while  on  our  part,  the  importations,  such  as  molasses, 
sugar,  and  coffee,   pay  at  least  from  fif»y  to   seventy^ 
five  per  cent.,  and  thus  leave  the  whole  terms  of  exchange 
by  no  means  disadvantageous  to  this  country.     The  pro- 
viso enables  the   President  at  any  time  to  withhold  the 
privileges  of  this  act,  if  those  of  the  ordinance  appear  to 
have  been  revoked.     Such,  in  brief,  is  the  origin,  and 
such  will  be  the  operation  of  the  present  bill,  and,  with- 
out further  explanation,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Senate  will, 
with  cheerfulness  and  unanimity,  agree  to  its  pass:tgc. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said,  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  were  certainly  of  an 
extraordinary  character.  It  appears  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  h:u)  been  in  possession  of  information 
deeply  affecting  our  commercial  relations  with  the  Prench 
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West  India  Islands,  as  early  as  the  month  of  June,  1826, 
which  information  has  been  withheld  from  Congress,  for 
the  reasons  set  forth  in  Mr.  Clay's  letter  to  the  honorable 
chairman.  One  of  which  reasons  is,  that  the  French  or- 
dinance of  Febniaiy,  1826,  alt hong-h  officially  communi- 
cated to  the  State  Department  in  the  month  of  June  of 
the  same  year,  was  published  in  some  one  or  two  news- 
papers in  this  country.  It,  however,  does  not  a|>pear 
.  that  the  ordinance  was  known  to  those  most  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  trade  ;  all  now  admit  the  value  of  the  in- 
formation, and  the  indispensable  necessity  of  immediate 
legislation  on  our  part. 

The  chairman  had  not  informed  the  Senate  whether 
the  reasons /assigned  were  satisfactory  to  the  committee. 
This,  however,  was  unnecessary  ;  for  it  is  but  too  appa- 
rent that  no  satihfactory  reason  has  been  offered,  or  pro- 
bably could  be.  Be  it  as  it|may,  the  subject  is  one  of  deep 
interest  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  particularly  to 
a  portion  of  those  he  represented. 

It  was  clearly  our  dut)'  to  have  met  the  views  of  France 
promptly,  and  placed  the  trade  of  the  two  countries  on 
terms  of  perfect  equality.  Tliis,  Congress  would  have 
been  as  ready  to  have  done  at  the  last  session  as  at  this, 
had  they  known  what  the  President  then  knew,  or  what 
they  now  know. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  would,  for  the  moment,  repress 
the  feelings  whici)  such  conduct,  on  the  part  f)f  our  rulers, 
was  calculated  to  excite,  under  the  hope  that  some  pec- 
son  might  be  found  able  to  give  a  more  satisfactory  reason 
in  extenuation  of  the  policy  pursued  by  our  Government. 
Mr.  SILSREE  said,  that  the  bill  under  consideration 
received  his  approbation  in  committee,  and  would  receive 
the  support  cf  his  vote  in  the  Senate.     He  considered 
tfle  ordinance  of  France  as  a  measure  adopted  by  that 
Government  with  a  view  to  its  own  interest,  and  without 
reference  to  the  accommodation  of  other  Powers.     The 
decree  itself  shews  this,  by  the  omission  in  it  of  such  pro- 
visions as  are  found  in  the  acts  of  our  own,  and  evcr^* 
other  Government,  which  are  contemplated  to  be  met  by, 
or  to  depend  on,  the  acts  of  another  party.     It  is  a  tem- 
porary act,  said  Mr.  S.,  revokable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
French  Government,  and  must  have  been  so  considered 
-    by  this  Government,  to  whom  it  was  i»ot  then  even  sug- 
gested that  a  corresponding  act  on  our  part  was  required 
*or  expected.     The  supposition  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
existence  ol  this  decrtc  had  been  kept  a  secret  in  the  De- 
partment of  State,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  en-oneous.    Although 
he  had  not   heard  of  this  decree  himself,  until  since  the 
commencement  (»f  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and, 
under  an  apprehensiim  that  iis  existence  might  not  be 
generally  known,  he  had  forwarded  several  eo|)ics  of  it 
to  commercial  sections  of  the  count ly,  yet  he  <lid  not  do 
this  with  any  expectation  of  giving  information  to  those 
who  arc  usually  engagi-d  in  trade  to  those  islands,  as  he 
couhl  not  believe  them  to  ha\e  been  so  long  ignorant  of 
it ;  for  these  voyages  are  made  every  few  monllis,  and,  if 
the  rates  of  tluties,  or  privileges  of  trade,  were  essentially 
altered  by  this  decree,  no  master  or  owner  of  a  vessel, 
which  had  been  at  those  islands  bince  it  took  effect,  could 
be   so  regardless  of  their  intere.st  as  not  to  have  a  full 
knowledge  of  it.     Mr.  S.  said  that,  very  soon  after  hear- 
ing of  tins  decree,  he  found  that  it  had  been  published 
in  several  newspapers  ;  one  of  which  publications  he  had 
seen  in  a  B.iltiniore  paper  (he  believed  it  was  th^  Com- 
mercial and  Daily  Advertiser)  of  the  26th  of  June,  1826, 
extracted  from  the  Norfolk  Beacon  of  the  24th  June, 
which  publication  was  made  over  the  name  of  tite  French 
Consul,  and  gave  all  the  particulars  of  the  decree.     The 
date  of  this   publication,  Mr.  S.  believed,  was  the  very 
day  on  which  it  was  received  by  our  Government  ;  so  that 
they  could  have  given  no  more  publicity  to  it  than  they 
must  have  seen  had  been  already  done  l>y  an  officer  of 
the  Frcndi  Government. 


Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  ptiblish  our  own  laws,  or  those  of  a  leading  clur- 
actor  ;  but  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was,  or  was  not, 
their  practice  to  publish  those  of  fbreig-n  Governmciits  ; 
he  had,  however,  understood  that  such  was  not  theii  pi-ac- 
lice  ;  at  any  rate,  it  could  not  have  been  necessary  in  this 
case,  seeing  that  it  had  nlready  been  done  by  an  officer  of 
the  (ioverimient  from  which  the  act  had  emanated.  .Mr.  S. 
said  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  misappre- 
hended the  amount  of  duty  on  rice,  in  stating  it  to  be  7 
per  cent.  He  would  find  it  to  be  7  francs  per  100  kilo- 
grammes, which  is  equal  to  65^  cents  per  hundred 
weight,  or  about  20  to  25  per  cent,  on  its  prime  cost  ?  but, 
whatever  may  be  the  rates  of  duties,  ihcy  are  to  be  the 
same  on  importations  in  our  vessels,  as  in  those  of  France, 
which  should  satisfy  us  on  this  point.  [Mr.  S.  here  enu- 
merated the  kind  and  amount  of  the  several  articles  ex- 
ported to  these  colonies  iht*  last  year,  giving  an  aggregate 
amount  of  900,000  dollars.]  ifr.  S.  suggested  to  the 
Senate  (without  offering  any  amendment)  that  the  pro- 
viso  of  the  bill  did  not  auihorize  the  President  to  annul 
it,  while  any  one  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the  decree 
existed,  or  while  any  one  of  the  articles  enumerated  m 
it,  were  admitted  into  the  French  islands. 

Mr.  WOODDUKY  remarked  that  he  had  inadvertently 
stared  the  dtity  on  rice  at  7  per  cent.  At  7  francs  the 
hundred  kilogrammes,  it  would  amount  to  from  18  to  20 
per  cent. 

Mr.  BRANCH  rejoined,  that,  with  the  highest  respect 
for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Sii.8B£EJhe 
veiy  much  questioned  whether  lh6  Senator  him.sclf  was 
satisfied  with  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  suppression  of 
this  truly  important  information.     For  he  now  considers 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  pass  the  bill  on  your  table,  aiul  thus 
place  the  trade  of  the  two  countries  on  the  basis  of  equal- 
ity.    Had  the  gentleman  been  in  possession  of  this  infor- 
mation at  the  last  session,  w  ould  he  not  have  considered 
it  to  have  been  his  duty  to  have  advocated  the  passage 
of  a 'Similar  law  then  ?  Most  assuredly  he  would  ;  for  all 
must  admit  ihat,  if  it  is  riglit  and  necessary  to  legislate 
now,  it  w  :is  equally  so  then.     Wfiy,  then,  has  this  ordi- 
nance, this  new  tariff*  of  duties  on  the  trade   with   Gua- 
daloupe  and  Martinique,  been  withheld  from  the  Ameri- 
can Congress?    Mr.  President,  the  cause  is  but  loo  ap- 
parent. "Believe  me,  sir,  the  People  of  this  country  arft 
too  intelligent  to  be  blinded  in  this  way  ;  a  short  I'etro- 
spect  ^^\\\  enable  them  to  understand  the  policy  and  view* 
of  those  at  the  head  of  our  Government,  and  properly  to 
appreciate  their  motives.     The  disclosure  was  calculated 
to  reflfict  on  thoms<  Ivcs,  and  to  throw  their  own  conduct 
into  discredit.     Mr.  Clay  sa)s  that  the  French  ordinance 
was  published  in  some  one  or  two  of  the  newspapers  of 
this  country  in   1826,  which,   however,  no  j^erson  that 
we  know  of,  or  the  c<»mmittee,  could  find,  ever  saw,  or 
can  now  find.     Admit  it,  however,  to  be  true,  is  it  a  suf- 
ficient reason  why  the   President  t)f  the   Uniietl  Stales 
should  not  have  officially  communicated  the  intcUigence 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress  ?     Is  this  the  proper  cmirsc 
for  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  pur.««uc  >  For  an  officer,  whoae 
constitutional  and  sworn  duty  it  is  to  give  all  proper  in- 
formation, from  time  to  time,  to  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ?  No,  sir,  this  cannot  have  been  the  true  reason 
fV)r  withholding  the  facts  from  Congress.     It  is  a  mere 
subterfuge,  disreputable  to  the  American  character.  They 
have,  by  iJicir  own  show  ing,  said  Mr.  B.,  acted  in  a  man- 
ner which  merits  the  severe  reprehension  ot  the  People 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  TAZKWELL  woidd  suggest  to  the  Chaiiman  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  fMr.  Woombort]  who  in- 
trotluccd  the  bill,  of  which  he  entirely  approved,  whetliep 
there  was  not  some  hazard  that  tlus  bdl,  in  its  present 
shape,  would  repeal  the  construction  which  the  Kxccii- 
tivc  had  given  to  the  law  regulatii^g  the  commercial  in- 
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tcrcourse  between  this  country  and  France  herself.  The 
Senatu  had  seen,  from  a  communication  made  by  the  Se- 
ci-etary  of  State,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion 
vested  in  the  Treasury  Department,  on  the  arrival  ^f 
some  French  vessels  from  France,  via  Martinique,  doiibts 
arose  whether  they  were  to  be  regarded  as  coming  from 
France  or  from  Mailiniquc.  There  was  a  wide  difference 
as  to  the  duties  to  be  paid  in  either  case  \  but  the  proper 
officer  of  the  customs  had  been^directed  to  consider  them 
as  coming  from  France  ;  thus  placing  them  in  the  most 
favorable  situation.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  vessel  bound 
from  France  to  Martinique,  with  a  cargo  of  claret,  sells, 
on  her  arrival  there,  a  part  of  her  cargo,  and  with  the 
balance  arrives  in  the  United  States,  will  she,  if  this  biU 
passes,  be  regarded  any  longer  as  a  vessel  from  France 
or  from  Martinique  ?  Might  not  the  passage  of  this  bill 
be  regarded  as  confirming  the  Executive  construction, 
and  so  subject  such  vessels  to  greater  duties  than  are 
now  iin(>osed  on  our  own  vessels  under  similar  circum- 
btaiiccK,  and  thus  subject  our  navigation  to  gixatcr  losses 
than  any  be  in  fits  to  be  derived  from  the  bill  would  pro- 
<luce  '  Mr.  T.  thought  tlie  bill  had  better  be  so  amended 
as  to  guard  a^uinst  such  a  possible  result. 

Mr.  WOODB^KY  said  that  if  the  Senate  saw  fit  to 
modify  the  bill  so  as  to  embntcc  tlie  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  there  could  be  wo  objection  to 
it  ;  although  the  operation  of  the  terms  of  the  convention 
between  this  country  and  France,  wliieh  struck  off  one- 
fourth  of  the  discriminating  duty  each  year,  rendered  it 
a  matter  of  no  great  import;ince. 

Mr.  IIAYNE  s;iid,  he  ro^e  merely  to  put  a  question  to 
tlie  chairman  of  the  committee  \  he  wislicd  to  know  whe- 
ther the  French  oiilinance  had  not  been  repealed  or 
modihed  ?  He  would  be  glad  to  know  if  the  committee 
had  investigated  the  subject,  and  whether  they  were  in 
possession  of  such  information  as  would  enable  the  chair- 
man to  state  what  was  the  fact  in  this  respect.  It  was 
to  him  a  matter  of  much  regret,  that  a  bill  of  this  nature 
had  not  been  passed  a  year  a^o,  though  he  well  knew 
that  Congress  had  no  information  of  the  bubject  which 
would  have  enabltd  them  to  act.  His  cun.itituents,  he 
knew,  had  no  such  information.  It  was  unfortunate  that 
the  Executive  had  *not  communicated  the  French  ordi- 
nance to  Congress.  It  would  have  been  highly  interest- 
ing to  the  people  of  the  South,  as  the  trade  in  nee  alone 
would  have  bet  n  extremely  valuable  to  to  thein.  It  had 
been  staled  that,  inconsequence  of  the  ilelay  on  the  part 
of  the  Ameiican  Government,  in  reciprocating  the  French 
ordinance,  it  had  actually  been  repealed.  Mr.  II.  u anted 
information  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WOODiJURY,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
fiouth  Carolina,  would  give  all  the  information  in  his 
power.  He  had  a  letter,  as  before  observed,  bom  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  which  he  would  a-jkjuf  tlie  Secrettuy  to 
lead,  by  which  it  appeared  that  no  i:ifbrniution  of  any 
change  in  the  Frcncli  ordinance  had  readied  the  Depart- 
ment  of  State  ;  and  that  application  havl  been  made  to 
the  French  Charge  on  that  subject,  who  also  had  recev- 
ed  no  information  of  that  kind. 

(The  Secretary  here  rt-ad  the  letter  from  the  Secretarv 
of  State.] 

Mr.  W.  would  also  remark  that  the  second  letter  from 
the  Secretar>  relates  to  a  decision  of  our  (iovernmcnt,  as 
to  French  vessels  touching  at  Giiadaloupe  and  Martinique, 
on  their  vo\age  to  tliis  cotintn  ;  trtaiinji  them  as  if  com- 
ing directly  from  Fiance  ;  nnd  that  information  ha<i  been 
received  from  Mr.  Brown,  our  Minister  in  France,  that 
the  French  Covernment  h«s  adopted  the  same  construc- 
tion as  to  tlie  ciicuituus  voyugc  of  our  vessels  that  we  have 
concerning  theirs. 

Mr.  TAZEWKLL  had  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 
the  construction  given  to  ihe  convention  with  Fiance  by 
our  Gu\eniment,  bu%  he  said,  if  tiie  passage  of  this  bill 


will  put  French  vessels  coming  from  Martinique  and  Gua- 
daloupc  on  a  different  footing  than  they  were  before, 
what  would  be  the  effect  upon  vessels  coming  to  this 
country  from  eitlier  of  those  colonies,  which  vessels  were 
originally  from  France,  and  had  on  board  a  cargo,  or  part 
of  it,  taken  in  in  France  ^  lie  might  be  wrong,  but  he 
merely  threw  out  these  suggestions,  that  gentlemen 
inight  avoid  rei)eaHng,  unintentionally,  the  construction 
given  by  the  Executive  to  the  law  giving  effect  to  the 
convention  with  France 

Mr.' SMITH,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  Uie  bill,  by 
inserting,  in  the  fifth  line,  after  the  word  "  Islands,"  the 
words  *•  or  of  France,"  The  object  of  this  amendment, 
Mr.  S.  said  was  apparent.  He  bad  understood  tliat  French 
vessels  coming  from  France,  via  Martinique  and  Guada- 
lou]>e,  have  been  admitted  into  our  ports  on  the  terms  of 
the  convention  ;  and  this  being  the  case,  why,  said  he, 
leave  the  matter  to  constructioD  1  Why  not  word  your 
law  so  that  it  may  be  expressed  ?  If  the  bill  passes,  and 
goes  out  to  the  world  in  its  present  shape,  it  will  be  con- 
sidered that  vessels  coming  here  from  the  French  colo- 
nies, joriginally  from  France,  will  be  subject  to  alien  du- 
ties i  and  France  will  then  have  cause  to  complain.  Why 
not,  said  Mr.  S.,  make  the  matter  so  plain  as  to  belinder- 
stood  by  ever)'  bcnly  >  France,  said  he,  employs  very  few 
cohniial  vessels :  her  colonial  trade  is  principally  carried 
on  by  vessels  coming  from  old  France,  and  touching  at 
their  colonies  for  cargoes,  which  they  bring  to  our  South- 
ern ports.  The  French  trade  is  very  important  to  us  ; 
it  had  quadrupled  itself  since  the  convention  was  enter- 
ed into.  That  convention,  said  Mr.  S.,  was  very  odious 
to  the  French  merchants,  particularly  to  those  of  Bor- 
deaux ;  for  he  believed  himself  warranted  in  asserting 
that,  ^nce  our  vessels  had  been  admitted  into  the  ports 
of  France,  on  the  same  tonnage  duties  as  French  vessels, 
nine-tenths  id'  the  trade  was  in  our  hands.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
S. ,  a  new  administration  has  come  into  power  in  France  ; 
we  do  not  know  what  their  views  are  ;  but  we  do  know 
diat  the  views  of  Villele  were  of  the  most  liberal  kind. 
He  was  going  on  gradually  to  pUce  the  tiadc  of  the 
whole  world  on  terms  of  the  most  fair  and  petfect  re- 
ciprocity. He  did  not  know,  as  he  had  just  observed, 
what  might  be  the  policy  of  the  new  French  Ministry  ; 
but  the  merchants  of  Bordeaux  were  using  every  exertion 
to  abrocate  the  convention.  They  say,  that,  since  it 
was  entered  into,  the  Americans  monopolize  the  whole 
trade.  .    • 

Of  all  countries,  said  Mr.  S.,  1  wish"  to  coiicihate 
France.  She  is  inipoitant  to  us  in  a  political  point  of 
view — important  to  us  in  a  commercial  point  of  view. 
Our  exchanges  with  her  are  highly  advantageous,  as  she 
takes  from  us  our  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  other  sta^ 
pics,  and,  in  return,  we  get  from  her  many  articles  much 
cheaper  than  i\e  can  get  them  from  England.  From  the 
view  he  had  taken  ol  the  subjedt,  he  could  not  but  hop(j 
that  his  amendment  might  prevail. 

«  Why,  said  he,  leave  that  to  construction,  which  we  caa 
make  express  1  Why  not  make  our  hiw  such,  that  France 
may  be  peHectly  satisfied  ? 

Mr.  Mc LANE  said,  that  he  was  not  very  decided  in 
his  objections  to  the  amendment,  but  he  considered  it  not 
ahogether  consistent  with  the  bill,  and  rather  a  departure 
from  practice  4  and  on  those  grounds  he  sliould  be  grati- 
fied if  the  mover  wouhl  withdraw  it.  The  bill  was  not 
framed  with  a  view  to  the  direct  trade  ;  and  no  |)rovision 
that  ihey  could  iiwerf  wouhl  affect  the  convention  be- 
tweei»  this  country  and  France.  This  bill  is  solely  ap- 
plied to  the  regulation  of  the  colonial  trade.  The  ar- 
rangement which  was  to  be  made  by  this  amendment  in 
relation  to  the  direct  trade,  was,  he  considered,  settled 
by  treaty.  Whether  vessels  coming  from  France,  and 
touching  at  the  colonies,  should  be  admitted  here,  was 
not  the  question  under  discussion.    The  Government  has 
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already  decided  that  their  cbnstruction  of  the  convention 
is  favorable  to  their  admission.  On  that  subject,  there- 
fore, nothing  could  be  done,  and  nothinfi^  was  needed.  It 
was  already  settled  by  treaty.  If  the  French  have  this 
right.  Congress  coutd  not  prevent  it.  If  they  have  not,  it 
ought  not  to  be  given  to  them,  and  Congress  ought  not  to 
iiiterfere.  Suppose  that  France  were  to  put  a  different 
Construction  on  the  convention  to-morrow,  by  which  this 
privilege,  granted  to  them  by  our  Government,  should 
be  denied  to  us  in  return  ?  We  should  then  be  bound  by 
our  law.  We  could  not  then  control  any  unexpected  act 
of  tl^c  Frencli  Government,  because  we  should  have  tied 
up  the  hands  of  our  Executive  by  this  bill.  At  present, 
the  construction  of  the  convention  by  our  Government, 
was,  that,  if  a  vessel  leaves  part  of  her  cargo  at  the  islands, 
she  may  come  here  with  the  remainder,  and  her  voyage 
is  not  considered  as  broken.  But,  if  she  takes  in  a  new 
cargo,  her  voyage  is  broken,  and  she  is  not  allowed  to 
come  here  under  the  terms  of  the  convention.  If,  how- 
ever, the  amendment  were  to  be  adopted,  she  may  do  so. 
Hence,  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  so  amended,  would  in- 
terfere with  the  terriis  on  which  the  direct  trade  has  been 
settled  between  the  two  cotmtries.  Me,  Mr.  McL., 
,  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  do  Ihis.  We  were  pro- 
ceeding gradually  in  the  adjustment  of  our  trade  with 
France,  witli  whom  we  now  have  a  fair  understanding. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  done 
which  would  confuse  or  interfere  with  that  peifect  ar- 
rangement of  the  intercourse  on  fair  and  reciprocal  prin- 
ciples. These  were  briefly  the  views  which  induced 
him  to  wish  that  the  amendment  might  not  be  adopted. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  had  no  objection  to  introduce  into 
the  bill  the  amendment  oi  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
if  it  could  be  believed  necessary.  It  would  not,  in  all 
probability,  apply  to  half  a  dozen  cases  a  year  ;  and, 
moreover,  he  thought  that  the  convention  would  now  be 
sufficient,  under  the  construction  given  to  it,  to  provide 
for  such  part  of  the  cargo  of  French  vessels  as  may  come 
from  France,  and  the  bill  to  such  part  as  may  come  from 
the  colonies.  While,  if  the  amendment  was  in  fact  adopt- 
ed, it  would  extend  the  operation  of  the  bill  from  the 
colonies  to  France  proper,  and  lessen  the  present  duties 
on  both  tonnage  and  cargoes  coming  from  the  mother 
country, 

Mr.  SILSUEE  said,  that  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  not  only  fully  reciprocated  all  that  was  grant- 
ed by  the  Fi*ench  decree,  but  went  even  a  little  further. 
That  decree  did  not  permit  the  impotlation  into  Marti- 
nique and  Guadaloupe,  of  all  our  products,  but  an  enume- 
I  uted  list  of  them,  from  which  flour  and  some  other  arti- 
cles were  excluded;  whereas  the  bill  now  under  conside- 
ration permits  the  importation  into  this  country,  from 
tiiose  Colonies,  of  any  and  all  their  produce  which  may 
be  permitted  to  be  brouglit  here  from  thence,  in  their 
vessels.  The  amendment  of  tlic  Senator  from  Maryland 
will  authorize  t\ie  importation  fi-om  thence,  of  any  of  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  France  which  may  have 
been  previously  deposited  there,  which  will  be  giving  to 
these  Colonies,  and  without  equivalent,  greater  privileges 
than  are  enjoyed  cither  by  France  or  England,  under  the 
existing  treaties  with  them.  The  produce  of  these  French 
(;o]onies  cannot  be  impoiled  into  this  country  from 
France,  yet,  if  this  amendment  prevails,  tiie  produce  and 
manufactures  of  P'rancc  may  be  imported  from  ihcse  Co- 
lonies ;  this  was,  Mr.  S.  believed,  what  never  had  been 
dune  by  this  Government,  except  lutdur  treaty  stipula- 
tion and  for  a  fair  equivalent.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  had 
undei*stood  that  our  trade  with  France  was  probably  now 
the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two  Governments; 
and,  said  Mr.  S*  would  it  be  wise  or  sound  policy  to  inter- 
pose a  measure  lik^:  this,  and  thereby  deranire  the  progress 
of  negotiations?  It  luis  just  been  said  that  a  leading  object 
with  FraJice,  in  her  trade  with  this  country,  is  to  get  her 


produce  and  manufactures  into  this  country  on  favorable 
terms  :  if  this  be  the  case,  the  proposed  amendment 
would  give  to  the  French  Government  a  great  advantage 
in  negotiations  which  may  now  be  pending.  It  mi^t 
give  to  France  all  that  she  wanted.  And  it  was  certkin- 
ly  bad  policy,  when  we  were  endeavouring  to  make  an  ad- 
vantageous arrangement,  to  make  such  an  offer  in  advance, 
without  knowing  whether  any  equivalent  would  be  re- 
ceived for  it.  France  may  say,  we  have  already  a  right  of 
introducing  our  produce  and  manufactures  into  the  Unit- 
ed States,  through  the  Colonies,  and  therefore  do  not  wish 
to  negotiate  on  that  subject.  The  possibility  of  interrupt- 
ing an  arrangement  which  could  be  made  so  much  more 
satisfactorily  by  treaty  than  by  legislation,  ought  to  be 
avoided. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said,  that  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  had  considerable  weight.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says,  that,  if  we  adopt  this 
amendment,  we  shall  give  up  something  which  might 
otherwise  obtain  an  equivalent  There  seems  to  be  a 
conflict  of  opinion  between  the  two  gentlemen,  Vn  this 
respect. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said,  there  was  no  conflict  of  opinion. 
We  allow  French  vessels  the  carrying  tnUe,  circuitously. 
They  have  it  by  treaty.  And,  if  we  give  it  them,  by 
this  bill,  they  will  have  it  in  a  two-fold  manner.  It  had 
been  construed  by  our  Government  that  the  Convention 
allowed  French  vessels  to  come  here,  from  France,  by 
way  of  the  Colonies,  and  bring  such  parts  of  their  origin- 
al cargoes  from  France  as  had  not  been  landed  in  the 
Colonies.  This  amendment  went  so  much  farther,  as  to 
allow  them  to  brin>^  from  the  Colonies  such  of  the  produc- 
tions and  manufactures  of  France  as  had  been  landed  in 
tliQ  Coloiiies,which  Mr.  S.  trusted  would  not  be  sanction- 
ed by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louiuana,  said  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  unnecessary,  and  is 
confounding  two  tilings,  which  are  entirely  distinct  in 
their  nature.  The  bill  was  carefully  prepared  by  the 
Committee,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  it  embraces  every  thing  proper  to  meet  the 
terms  of  the  French  Ordinance. 

The  d'u-cct  trade  between  this  country  and  France  is 
regulated  by  a  Convention,  and  it  has  been  settled  that 
the  vessels  of  either  may  touch  at  any  colonial  or  foreign 
port  for  information,  without  a  deviation  from  the  di- 
rect  voyage.  But,  if  a  French  vessel  touches  at  the  co- 
lonies, and  breaks  bulk,  it  is  a  deviation,  because  the 
French  Colonies  are  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the 
Convention  ;  but  this  trade  will  fall  within  the  operation 
of  this  bill.  It  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  connect  what 
properly  belongs  to  tlie  construction  of  the  Convention, 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Colonial  Trade. 

This  ordinance  is  tempoi'ary  in  its  character — it  is  re- 
vocable at  the  will  of  the  sovereign  ;  and  we  have  had  no 
evidence  that  it  was  intended  to  be  permanent.  There 
can  be  no  indisposition  in  this  Government  to  reciprocate 
the  terms  of  it  But  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  his  views  of  France,  in  passing  this  re- 
gulation. Navigation  is  not  the  object  of  France.  She 
knows  that  she  cannot  contend  with  us.  It  is  trade — tin: 
exchange  of  productions,to  which  she  looks.  The  gentle- 
man says  we  have  nine-tenths  of  the  cari-ying  trade  «nce 
the  operation  of  the  convention  ;  and  then  says,  France 
had  the  interest  of  her  navigation  in  view,  in  passing  the 
ordinance,  which  is  to  equalize  the  duties.  It  is  true,  as 
tlie  gentleman  says — ^the  trade  has  vastly  increased  ;aiid  it 
is  this  inci*easing  trade — not  navigation — that  induced  her 
to  promulgate  this  ordinance.  France,  feeling  that  we 
have  some  advantages  in  navigation,  requires  of  us  other 
commercial  advantages,  as  an  equivalent ;  and  now  the 
gentleman  urges  the  passage  of  this  bill«  as  an  object  of 
great  importance,  to  conciliate  the  shipping  interest  of 
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France.  Sir»  France  wants  our  marketi.  Her  object  is, 
to  ^t  from  us  what  she  wantsy  in  exchange  for  what  she 
can  give  us.  Sjic  knows,  that  (he  moment  the  duties  are 
equalized,  our  nationid  advantages  will  give  us  the  carry- 
ing.. She  finds  her  advantage  and  her  ecj^uivalent  in  the 
valuable  a;id  increasing  trade.  The  shipping  interest 
will  not  be  conciliated  by  this  bill.  What  can  they  anti- 
cipate from  the  operation  of  a  principle  which  the  gentle- 
man says  they  are  dissatisfied  with,  and  which,  he  adds, 
gives  us  nine-tenths  of  the  carrying  trade  \ 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  the  gentleman  would 
desist,  he  would  withdraw   his  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said,  that  tiie  amendment  was  of  little 
consequence.  He  had  risen  to  reply  to  the  gentleman 
who  bad  preceded  him. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  amendment  was  under  consider- 
ation, and  the  gentleman  would  confine  himself  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said,  he  was  aware  that  the  amend. 
moiit  was  under  discussion — but  it  was  impossible  to 
speak  to  the  amendment,  or  to  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  without  taking  the  bill  into  considera- 
tion. 

The  CHAIU  again  remarked,  that  the  ameitdn^ent  was 
before  the  Sena^,  and  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  wotdJ  give  way,  the  mover  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said,  he  was  not  sensible  of  being  out 
of  order.  He  had  risen  chiefly  to  reply  to  the  ^ntle- 
man  from  North  Carolina,  who  had  been  indulged  m  very 
free  remarks  upon  the  conduct  of  the  AdmioistrAtiun.  Mr. 
JOHNSTON  then  gave  way,  and  took  his  seat 

The  CHAIR  sai<£  the  order  of  debate  had  been  rigid- 
\y  adhered  to,  until  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  rose. 
He  hoped  the  Senate  would  sustain  him  in  keeping  or- 
der. 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn,  and  the  question 
on  order!  ng\o  beeng^rossed,  being  stated  by  the  chair, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  again  took  the  floor,  and  said,  I  pre- 
sume the  bill  is  now  open  for  discussion.  There  is  no 
dtflTerence  of  opinion  with  regard  t»  the  bill ;  but  the  oc- 
casion has  been  seised  on  to  assail  the  conduct  of  a  co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  Government,  it  is  easy  to  mak» 
general  charges  of  gross  negligence,  and  to  employ  rude 
and  offensive  language,  without  knowing  what  has  been 
done  by  the  President,  what  are  the  existing  relations  of 
the  two  coui)trie8,  or  waiting  for  any  explanation.  He  is 
charged  with  neglect,  gross  neglect,  of  tlie  public  inter- 
est,  and  even  bis  motives  are  impugned,  in  not  submitting 
this  subject  to  Congress,  although  tlie  reguUtion  of  the 
whole  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  two  countries  is 
now  under  advisement,  with  a  view  to  a  definitive  treaty. 
I  am  not  at  liberty  to  expose  here,  even  for  his  defence, 
the  slate  of  our  relations.  I  may  say  that  some  time  be- 
fore the  equalization  of  duties  took  elTect,  a  correspon- 
dence was  opened  on  the  part  of  France,  to  discuss  the 
terms,  and  adjust  the  principles  of  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment, embracing  all  the  interests  of  both.  The  events 
which  have  occurred  in  France,  the  change  of  Ministry, 
and  some  differences  of  opinion,  and  remaininj^  prejudi- 
ces, have  unexpectedly  delayed  the  completion  of  the 
object  so  much  desired  by  all  parties ;  but  the  delay  has 
occurred  on  their  part,  not  on  ours.  She  has  not  com- 
plained of  neglect  or  inattention.  She  is  not  dissatisfied 
She  knows  our  terms  aixl  our  principles ;  it  requires  only 
her  concurrence  ;bat  she  is  not  yet  ready  to  enter  into  the 
definitive  treat}  ;  and  several  minor  points,  though  of 
great  importance,  must  be  settled  at  the  same  time.  It 
may  appear,  hereafter^  that  the  President,  instead  of 
charges  of  gross  neglect,  has  deserved  the  thanks  of  the 
country. 

He  is  charged  with  our  foreign  relations,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  is  as  anxioiiis  and  as  honest  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
public  interest  as  we  are.     He  has  every  motive  to  con- 
duct our  aflTaira  with  the  greatest  citfe  and  ability,  and  to 
Vot.  IT— 36 


bring  them  to  a  speedy  and  successful  issue.  We  cannot 
see  the  difficulties  which  the  negotiation  presents,  or  the 
causes  which  embarrass  or  suspend  it.  We  must  repose 
confidence  where  the  Constitution  has  reposed  power. 
If  this  subject  has  not  been  submitted  to  Congress,  it  is 
because  it  was  thought  that  the  whole  question  of  our 
relations  would,  before  this  time,  have  been  adjusted  by 
treaty,  and  because  this  particular  subject  has  not  given 
rise  to  the  least  difliculty,  and  did  not  require  a  separate 
arrangement. 

I  will  endeavor  to  pUce  this  subject  fairly  before  the 
Senate,  and  to  reply  to  the  objections  and  charges  which 
have  been  made. 

A  treaty  was  made  with  France,  in  June,  18^2,  to  go 
into  operation  the  1st  of  October,  of  that  year,  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  of  the  two  countries.  It  is  said  in  toe 
preamble,  to  be  **a  temporary  Convention,"  '^leading  to 
a  more  permanent  and  comprehensive  arrangement."  A 
discrimination  is  made  between  the  vessels  of  the  two 
countries.  The  articles  of  the  United  States,  carried  in 
American  vessels,  were  to  pay  an  additional  duty,  not  ex- 
-ceeifing  twenty  francs  per  ton  of  merchandise,  over  and 
above  the  duties  paid  on  like  articles  of  the  United  States 
imported  in  French  vessels ;  and  articles  of  France,  im« 
ported  into  the  United  States  in  French  vessels,  were  to 
pay  not  exceeding  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
per  ton  of  merchandise,  over  and  above  what  was  paid  by 
American  vessels.  Tliis  temporary  Convention  was  to  be 
in  force  for  two  years,  and  after  that  time,  until  the  con. 
elusion  of  a  definitive  treaty,  or  until  one  of  the  paKte» 
had  declared  iU  intention  (for  six  months)  to  renounce  it. 
It  was  moreover  stipulated,  that,  if  the  treaty  was  conti- 
nued afler  the  two  years,  these  additional  discriminatiii|r 
duties  should  be  diminished  one  fourth  every  year,  untu 
they  were  equalized.  This  Convention  was  made  tenn- 
porary,  in  orclcr  to  enable  France  to  try  the  experiment 
of  the  equalization  of  duties  upon  her  commerce  and  na^- 
vigation  \  so  that,  when  the  cflTect  wss  seen,  she  migh| 
make  a  permanent  arrangement.  This  Convention  did 
not  include  the  French  Colonics. 

-  This  ordinance  of  the  King  of  France,  for  the  reguk* 
tion  of  the  Colonies,  is  a  general  law,  not  made  with  par- 
ticular reference  to  us,  but  passed  about  eight  monthaaf* 
ter  the  British  act  of  Parliament,  and  no  doubt  in  conse- 
quence of  their  opening  their  Colonial  ports — either  with 
a  view  to  meet  the  terms  of  the  British  act,  or  to  place 
themselves  upon  an  equality.  These  Britisli  and  French 
Colonies  are  in  direct  competition  with  each  other ;  they 
produce  the  same  articles,  seek  Uie  same  markets,  and 
require  the  same  supplies.  If  Great  Britain,  therefore, 
had  placed  herself  in  a  better  situation,  by  the  removal  of 
duties,  it  seemed  to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
that  France  ipust  do  the  same^  This  unlinance  was  in- 
tended to  pUce  her  colonies  upon  that  equality.  It  was  not 
communicated  to  our  Minister  in  Paris  {  it  was  not  made 
the  ground  ufany  application  when  presented  Itere.  It 
was  handed  to  us  in  June,  1826,  as  somethiug  which 
might  be  acceptable.  This  ordinance  is  in  its  nature  tempo- 
rary, liable  to  be  changed  at  any  time,  and  there  has  been 
no  pledge  to  us  that  it  impermanent*  But,  if  it  was  their 
intention  to  regelate,  upon  equal  and  fixed  principle^ 
the  Colonial  trade,  they  knew  that  our  Minister  was  at 
all  times  authorized  to  make  a  Convention,  either  tempo- 
rary or  definitive,  embracing  either  the  whole  tfade  or 
the  Colonial  trade.  They  knew  that  the  Secretary  of 
SUte  was  at  all  times  ready  to  extend  the  temis  of  the 
temporary  convention  with  Fnnce  to  the  ColonieiH-lnit 
they  are  not  yet  prepared  to  make  any  permanent  ar< 
rangement  on  the  subject  In  the  mean  tine,  France  h^n 
been  investigating  the  efTect  and  operation  of  the.reci- 
procity  established  by  the  convention  ;  she  lus  not  yet 
proposed  to  treat  definitively,  perhaps  in  consequence  of 
the  changes  that  have  taken  place  tliere  \  and  wben  «Im 
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does,  the  whole  subject  will  be  reg^iilnted  by  treaty.  ^  A» 
she  has  permitted  this  ordinance  to  stand  for  some  time, 
and  has  deelared  no  intention  to  chanp^e  it,  and  as  she  ap- 
pears willing,  for  the  present,  to  acquiesce  in  the  terms 
of  the  convention,  and  is  not  ready  to  treat  permanently 
on  the  Colonial  trade,  it  appears  very  proper  to  meet 
the  terms  of  the  ordinance,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  giving 
the  power  to  the  President  to  revoke  the  act  when  they 
revoke  the  ordinance. 

On  the  27th  March,  1827,  after  the  adjournment  of 
Congress,  the  French  Minister,  in  discussing  another  sub- 
ject, referred  to  this  Ordinance  as  an  evidence  of  the  libe- 
ral spirit  of  his  Government;  and  although  he  did  not  de- 
mand of  us  any  act  in  relation  to  the  Colonies,  yet  the 
President  would  have  acted  in  conformity  with  our  gene- 
ral principles,  if  he  had  had  the  power  ;  but  the  act  of 
1824  did  not  confer  that  power.  Immediately  after,  to  wit, 
in  May  last,  a  correspondence  was  opened  with  regard  to 
the  Convention,  in  which  the  views  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment are  disclosed,  and  in  which  we  express  a  wil- 
lingness to  receive  and  discuss,  in  a  friendly  spirit,  any 
overture  she  may  choose  to  make.  The  equalization  of 
duties  under  the  Convention  took  place  in  October  last. 
We  stand  ready  to  renew  the  Convention,  and  to  extend 
its  terms  to  the  Colonies.  Expecting  something  to  be 
done  definitive  with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  our  com- 
merce, the  President,  having  full  power  to  arrange  the 
whole  subject  by  tieaty,  has  not  recommended  it  to  Con- 
gress. Both  parties  have  it  now  in  their  power  to  put  an 
end  to  the  Convention  in  six  months,  and  this  ordinance 
may  be  revoked  at  any  time.  Is  it  not  better  that  such 
.  great  interests,  involving  a  trade  of  ten  milKons  a  year, 
should  be  permanently  hxed  by  a  definitive  Convention, 
than  left  in  this  unsettled  stale  }  But,  as  France  is  not  yet 
prepared,it  may  be  well  to  pass  this  law,  although  the 
eentlemen  are  entirely  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  ef- 
fect of  it  upon  French  navigation,  as  well  as  the  interest 
they  suppose  the  French  Government  take  in  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  misconceives  the  views 
and  interests  of  France.  He  supposes  her  object  to  be 
the  removal  of  the  discriminating  duties,  to  obtain  a  fair 
portion  of  the  carrying  trade  ;  while  we  all  know  that  she 
has  reluctantly  consented  to  the  graduated  reduction  and 
final  abolition  of  the  duties,  as  an  experiment,  in  order  to 
prepare  for  a  permanent  arrangement.  She  feels  lu-r  ina- 
bility to  compete  uiih  us  in  navigation.  She  declares 
that  her  inequality  is  such,  that  it  operates  as  a  virtual 
aurrendtr  of  the  carrying  trade  to  us.  She  foumls  upon 
this  fact,  a  claim  which  she  has  long  urged,  for  other 
equivideuts  favoring  her  commerce.  France  .as  well  as 
England)  wants  our  markets— they  are  highly  import- 
ant, if  not  indispensable  to  them.  Tliey  have  both  con- 
sented to  a  free  trade,  upon  teims  of  reciprocity  ;  that  is, 
an  equalization  of  duties  upon  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of 
both  countries.  We  do  four-fifths  of  this  carrying  trade. 
It  is  a  question  with  both,  how  far  they  can  give  up  the 
interests  of  navigation  to  their  other  great  interests. 
France,  in  passing  this  ordinance,  was  not  moved  by  the 
advantages  of  her  navigation.  We  have  paid  heretofore 
the  discriminating  duty  in  the  colonies,  and  yet,  under 
that  disadvantage,  we  had  four-fiftlia  of  the  carrying 
trade.  Does  the  gentleman  suppose,  that,  now  it  is  re- 
moved, we  shall  have  any  less,  or  that  l-'rench  vessels  will 
have  more  ?  Or  docs  he  imagine  that  this  ordinance  ori- 
ginated in  any  views  to  her  navigation  f  France  saw  that 
she  required  a  million  of  dollars  a  year  for  the  necessary 
supplies  of  her  colonies,  which  she  could  obtain  no 
where  else  so  cheap.  She  saw,  that,  under  the  discrimi- 
nation, we  carried  those  supplies  to  her,  and  that  the  on- 
ly operation  of  it  was  to  increase  so  much  the  price  of 
provisions  and  lumber  to  the  colonists.  It  did  not  afiect 
us.  Her  object .  is  to  sell,  in  the  United  States,  the 
productiona  of  her  colonies  {  and  it  is  trade  (the  ex- 


change of  productions)  which  she  desires  by  the  ordi- 
nance— not  the  navigation.  If  navigation  had  been  her 
object,  she  would  at  once  have  Ysked  for  the  removal  of 
our  duties.  The  gentleman  says,  that,  since  the  equaliza- 
tion of  duties  under  the  convention,  the  trade  has  greatly 
increased. 

That  IS  true;  and  it  is  because  it  does  increase  her  trade, 
(which  is  the  g^at  object  of  rivalry  with  commercial  na- 
tions,) that  she  consents  to  adopt  a  policy  which  she  feels 
injurious  to  another  gpre^t  interest.  It  is  her  equivalent. 
It  is  a  question  between  her  great  interests,  all  of  which 
she  is  anxious  to  protect  and  foster.  Her  agriculture  and 
manufiictures  are  both  interested  in  the  trade  with  this 
country.  We  take  her  wines  and  silks  ;  we  have  dis- 
criminated in  favor  of  the  latter  article.  We  ^z\c  a 
valuable  and  increasing  trade  in  h€r  productions — and 
if  we  do  obtain  a  larger  shart.  of  the  navigation,  from 
particular  causes,  she  obtains  a  fiiir  equivalent.  The 
whole  navigation  employed  with  Gaudaloupe  and  Mar- 
tinique does  not  exceed  75,000  tons.  This  bill  will  not 
produce  any  sensible  effect  upon  the  French  navigation. 
It  has  not  excited  the  least  solicitude  ;  and  if  the  gentle- 
men had  not,  in  their  own  peculiar  language,  djngged 
this  ordinance  to  light,  we  should  never,^ve  heard  of  it 
from  them.  The  whole  subject  would  have  been  embraced 
by  the  definitive  arrang^ement,  and  our  commerce  placed 
upon  fixed  principles. 

The  gentlemen  have  seized  upon  this  occasion  to 
chargpe  upon  the  Administration  gross  neglect  of  the  pub- 
lic interest,  and  from  which,  they  tell  us,  will  result  the 
entire  loss  of  the  trade.  It  is  said,  the  ordinance  was  not 
printed,  and  has  not  been  met,  and  that  it  is  revoked,  &c. 
&c.  1  have  explained  what  I  understand  to  be  the  mo- 
tives of  the  French  Government  in  passing  the  ordinance, 
and  tlie  views  and  intentions  of  our  Government.  The 
Constitution  has  vested  the  President  witli  the  power  of 
all  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  he  is  theofficialorgan  of  the 
Government  in  all  negotiations^  and  is  responsible  for  the 
performance  of  bis  duties.  Our  afTairs  with  France,  so 
far  as  regards  commerce,  are  on  the  most  amicable  foot- 
ing— both  are  desirous  of  establishing  their  relations  up- 
on equal  and  just  principles ;  and,  while  they  are  dia- 
cussing  the  terms  of  a  permanent  and  definitive  arrange- 
ment of  the  whole  subjecti  we  interfere  in  a  separate 
branch  v^  the  discussion,  without  knowing  the  claims  of 
France  upon  us,  or  the  terms  or  equivalents  which  site 
demands,  and  arm  her  with  additional  motives  and  argu- 
ments to  adhere  to  her  preteuMons.  She  will  not  fkil  to 
see,  and  to  avail  herself  of,  any  benefit  she  may  derive 
from  the  feeling  she  may  see  displayed  here. 

The  ordinance  was  published  by  order  of  the  French 
Consul,  both  in  Norfolk  and  Baltimore,  and  was  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  Government  to  order  its  republication  / 
The  subject  would  have  been  brought  before  Congress 
at  the  last  session,  but  that  France  evidenced  a  disposi^ 
tion  to  discuss  it,  preparatory  to  a  final  arrangement, 
which  it  was  not  doubted  would  result  in  a  definitive  and 
permanent  adjustment  of  all  the  points  depending  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  ui  a  form  more  acceptable  to 
France. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  tliat,  as  tliere  appeared  to  be 
some  difference  in  opinion  between  commercial  gentle- 
men, as  to  the  operation  of  the  amendment,  it  would  be 
better  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  in  order  that  they  might 
have  a  right  reflection  before  the  noatter  was  finally  act- 
ed on. 

Mr.  U AYNK  had  but  one  or  two  remarks  to  make.  Ho 
should  suppose  that  the  very-fact  of  our  being  about  to 
pass  this  fc^w  now,  furnished  a  suflicicnt  reasuii  why  we 
sliould  have  passed  it  a  year  ago,  if  we  had  liien  possess- 
sed  the  information  we  liave  now.  llie  gentleiuaii  from 
Louiaiana  says,  that  the  French  Government,,  in  issuiiii^ 
I  thb  ordinimce,  had  acted  with  regard,  only,  taits  own  in- 
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tcrests  ;  hut»  said  Mr.  II.  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  the 
duties  on  American  prodtice,  carried  into  the  French  iid- 
ands  in  Atnerican  vessels,  have  been  reduced  in  a  manner 
highly  favorable  to  us  >  Can  it  be  doubted,  that  such  re- 
duction of  duties  on  Ajmerican  tonnage  was  calculate<l  to 
benefit  the  American  farmer  and  ship-owner  ?  And,  far- 
ther, can  there  be  a  doubt,  if  we  do  not  reciprocate,  that 
we  will  be  holding  out  an  inducement  to  the  French  (Go- 
vernment to  rescind  the  ordinance  ?  lie  must  say,  that 
it  was  unfortunate — he  wouKl  use  n  j  harsher  term,  in  this 
debate,  than  unfortunate — that  this  matter  had  not  been 
laid  before  Congress  by  the  Executive,  and  that  a  bill, 
meeting  the  liberal  views  of  the  French  Government,  had 
not  been  paised  a  year  ago.  He  took  it  to  be  the  true, 
he  might  say,  the  settled  policy  of  this  country,  to  reci- 
procate eveiy  act  of  foreign  Governments,  which  had  a 
tendency  to  put  our  commercial  intercourse  on  a  more 
liberal  footing.  This  we  had  done,  in  some  instances,  by 
treaties,  and  m  others  by  legislation,  lie  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  the  French  Government,  in  issuing  this  ordinance, 
had  been  influenced  by  a  due  regfard  to  their  own  inter- 
«sts,  but  it  by  no  means  followed  that  they  woiild  adhere 
to  the  policy  of  imposing  low  duties  on  our  produce,  if  we 
persevered  is  imposing  high  duties  upon  theirs.  There 
was  no  fact  in  this  case  to  shew  (as  tlie  gentleman  from 
l^ouisiaiia  had  contended)  that  the  French  ordinance 
was  merely  temporary,  or  that  it  was  not  expected  of  us 
to  reciprocate  it.  If  it  has  continued  unrepealed  to  this 
day,  notwithstanding  our  omission  to  take  the  smallest 
notice  of  it,  ve  might  well  regard  it  as  a  permanent  regu- 
lation ;  but  if  it  h»d  been  temporary,  the  reason  would 
only  be  strengthened,  why  we  should  have  reciprocated 
It  without  delay. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  no  doubt,  that,  under  this  ordinance, 
ft  valuable  and  increasing  trade  would,  have  been  carritrd 
on  to  the  French  Islands,  if  its  existence  had  been  known 
to  the  People  at  large.  The  specific  duties  upon  Rice 
would  not,  according  to  his  calculation,  have  amounted 
to  more  than  from  15  to  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem— a  duly 
much  lower  tl)an  was  paid  elsewhere,  on  that  article.  He 
still  hope<l,  if  the  French  Government  continued  to  leave 
this  trade  open,  that  the  Ri«e  Planter  would  be  benefit- 
ted by  it.  And,  (if  it  was  not  already  too  late,)  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  have  a  decid- 
ckI  influence  in  producing  this  happy  result. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Loitisana,  said,  the  gentleman 
had  not  done  justice  to  his  argument.  I  said  the  ordi- 
nance was  revokable  at  pleasure,  but  if  the  French  Go- 
vemment  wished  to  make  it  permanent,  we  were  at  a^l 
times  ready  to  fix  the  Colonial  trade  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  Convention.  The  expectation  that  a  definitive  treaty 
would  have  been  signed  before  this  time,  tlie  negotiation 
of  which  had  been  opened  by  the  French  Minister,  which 
would  have  embraced  the  regulation  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, had  prevented  the  reference  of  this  particular  point 
to  Cong^ss.  But  as  some  delay  has  occurred,  and  as 
France  acquiesces,  in  the  mean  time,  in  the  Convention, 
and  continues  the  ordinance,  I  think  we  had  better  meet 
the  terms  of  it,  more  especially  as  the  subject  is  now  be 
fore  us.  But  it  will  not  have  the  slightest  efi'^ct  upon 
French  navigation,  or  increase  the  extent  of  our  tnule 
with. the  Colonies.  They  require  about  a  million  a  year 
in  provisions  and  lumber.  The  trade  is  limited  to  a  sup- 
ply of  the  articles  which  we  are  permitted  to  cany  for 
their  yearly  consumption .  The  removal  of  the  discrimin  • 
atingduty  will  not  increase  their  wants,  nor  aflfect  the 
amount  of  the  trade,  nor  enchance  the  price  of  the  articles. 

Mr.  WOODBUIIY  hoped  that  the  question  would  be 
taken  to-night ;  no  diversity  of  opinion  prevailed,  he  be- 
lieved, as  to  the  merits  of  the  bill  ;  and  to  preserve  the 
present  privileges  of  the  ordinance,  it  might  be  essential 
to  meet  them  the  present  session.  As  to  the  nature  of  the 
ordinance  itself,  if  he  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from 


Louisiana,  that  it  was  of  so  chan^ble  and  transient  a 
character,  he  surely  would  be  unwilling  to  pass  the  bill  at 
all.  But,  so  far  from  this,  that  gentleman,  if  he  examined 
and  reflected  a  moment  longer,  would  see  that  the  ordi- 
nance was  not  a  temporary  one  by  the  Governor  of  the 
French  Islands,  but  made  by  the  Kin^  of  France,  who,  as 
regards  the  Colonies,  can  regulate  their  commerce  as  per- 
fectly as  the  whole  Government  at  home  can  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  proper.  An  ordinance  like  this,  by  him, 
has  the  same  force  and  permanency  as  an  act  of  Congress 
has  here. 

Beside  the  structure  of  the  Government  indicating  this, 
the  ordinance  itself,  in  the  preamble,  declares  that  it  is 
made  *<  to  extend  and  facilitate  their  commercial  regu- 
lations in  every  thing  that  is  not  contrary  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  mother  country,"  and  thus  manifesting,  be- 
yond doubt,  that  its  provisions  were  meant  to  be  dur- 
able. In  the  14th  article,  it  virtually  inhibits  all  those 
temporary  ordinances  by  the  Colonial  Governors,  except 
as  to  fTour  alone  ;  and  as  to  that,  allows  them^>nly  "when- 
ever imperious  and  extraordinary  circumstances*'  shall 
require  more  relaxation.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  choose, 
on  this  occasion,  to  enter  into  any  political  controversy, 
as  to  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  bv  the  Cabinet 
in  relation  to  this  ordinance  ;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  give 
the  Senate  all  the  facts  within  his  knowledge.  So  far, 
then,  from  the  impression  4»f  the  member  from  Louisiana 
being  correct,  that  nothing  had  ever  been  expected  by 
the  French  Government,  or  ils  representative  here,  in 
return  or  in  consequence  of  this  ordinance — he  would  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  to  read  a  single  sentence 
from  a  letter  of  tlie  French'  Minister  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  in  March,  1827.  After  referring  to  this  or- 
dinance, and  the  liberal  temper  shown  by  it,  on  the  part 
of  France,  he  obsecves,  **  I  must  find,  in  this  disposition, 
a  motive  on  which  to  ground  my  claim  to  a  reciprocity  in 
favor  of  French  veayls  coming  from  the  colonies.'* 

Mr.  TAZBWELL  said  he  should  not  vote  for  this  bill, 
but  for  the  proviso  which  it  contained.  This  would  ena- 
ble the  Executive  to  meet  the  contingency  of  the  French 
Government  repealing  its  ordinance.  He  had  informa- 
tion, upon  which  he  entirely  relied,  that,  at  this  very  mo* 
ment  such  a  contingency  had  probably  occurred.  Should 
this  prove  to  be  the  case,  it  was  necessary  that  our  regu- 
lations should  conform  to  UiLse  estatilished  by  Franbe  in 
reference  lo  this  subject  ;  and  the  power  to  produce  such 
a  conformity  on  our  part,  was  given  to  the  Executive  by 
this  proviso. 

The  event,  whicii  the  intelligence  he  had  referred  to, 
rendered  so  probable,  ^a  change  of  the  policy  of  France 
since  the  promulgation  of  this  ordinance, )  had  occasioned 
him  to  reflect  upon  the  causes  which  might  have  contri- 
buted to  its  production ;  and  amongst  these  causes  he 
could  see  none  so  probable,  as  the  inattention  of  the 
United  States  during  so  lon^  a  period,  to  meet  tlie  over- 
tures made  to  us  by  France  in  this  ordinance.  The  his- 
tory of  the  transaciicni,  as  he  understood  it,  was  this : 

In  tiie  Summer  of  1823,  Great  Britain,  not  having  con- 
cluded any  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  her  colonial  trade,  passed  a  law, 
whereby  the  ports  of  her  colonies  were  closed,  after  a 
certain  day,  to  any  nation  who  did  not  reciprocate  with 
her  the  provisions  of  that  law,  and  opening  them  to  any 
nation  who  should  do  so.  The  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  although  in  possession  of  this  act  of  Pkrliament, 
failed  to  submit  it  to  Congress,  as  he  ougiit  to  have  done. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  time  limited  by  tlie  act  ex- 
pired without  any  reciprocal  aid  being  passed  by  us. 
Great  Britain  then  finding  herself  in  a  different  situation 
from  that  which  she  had  before  occupied  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  gave  effect  to  her  own  statute,  and  her 
West  Indian  ports  wctts  so  closed  to  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States. 
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France  aeted  witli  more  discretion  ;  ami,  in  February, 
ld36,  adopted  this  ordinance,  by  which  the  British  act  of 
Parliament  is  reciprocated  by  her.  The  effect  of  this  or- 
dinance, however,  is,  to  open  the  ports  therein  mention- 
ed to  the  vesseb  of  any  nation.  The  United  States,  there- 
fore, might  have  entitled  themselves  to  its  benefits  as  well 
as  any  other  Power.  To  enable,  as  well  as  to  indace 
them  to  do  so,  in  June,  1826,  the  Baron  de  Mareiiil,  the 
French  Minister  at  Washington,  communicated  this  or 
dinance  to  our  Government.  This  Minister,  afterwards, 
expressed  to  our  Secretary  of  State  a  wish,  which  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  has  reatl  from 
the  despatch  containing  it,  that  the  liberal  provisions  of 
this  oNunance  should  be  reciprocated  by  us. 

But  the  President  of  the  United  States,  although  warn- 
ed of  the  consequences  of  improper  delay,  in  the  memor 
able  example  to  which  i-cferencc  has  been  made,  omitted 
to  communicate  this  ordinance  to  Congress,  either  at  the 
session  which  commenced  in  18J6,  or  at  the  present  ses- 
sion— nor  was  the  important  intelligence  which  this  ordi- 
nance contains  ever  communicated  to  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  document  itself  was  dragged  from 
the  port  folio  of  the  Secretary  of  State^  by  the  resolutions 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  demanding  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  transaction.  From  this,  it 
will  appear,  that,  if  France,  after  the  official  communica- 
tions she  has  made,  and  after  waiting  for  nearly  two  years 
for  an  act  of  recip^city  un  our  part,  has  already  regard- 
ed, or  shall  hereafter  consider,  the  silence  of  this  Govern- 
ment as  evidence  of  an  indisposition  to  reciprocate  her 
policy,  and  shall  therefore  change  that  policy  as  to  the 
Unitetl  States,  we  must  ascribe  any  injuiy  that  may  result 
to  us  fV-om  such  a  change,  to  the  gross  neglect  of  our 
own  Executive.  He  might  be  considered,  perhaps,  as 
using  strong  language,  but  he  thought  the  evidence  before 
the  Senate  abundantly  justified  what  he  had  said,  that  no- 
thingbut  the  most  inexcusable  negligence  could  have  pro- 
duced the  state  of  things  which  hebelicvea  now  existed. 

It  had  been  said,  by  way  ofapologyforihe  delay  of  the 
F.xeculive,  in  not  communicating  this  act  of  the  French 
Government,  that  it  was  but  a  mere  Royal  Ordinance,  re- 
vocable at  the  will  of  the  sovereipi  who  uttered  it,  and 
therefore  but  of  temporary  dui-ation.  That  it  was  not 
the  annunciation  of  any  principle  of  permanent  policy  on 
the  part  of  France,  but  a  mere  experiment,  instrtuted  by 
her  for-her  own  benefit  exclusively,  without  regard  to 
that  of  the  United  States.  Different  nations,  said  Mr.  T. 
regulate  their  commerce  by  different  means.  Here  we 
do  BO  by  statutes  enacted  by  Congress.  In  England  they 
do  so  partly  by  acts  of  Parliament,  and  partly  by  orders 
in  Council.  And  in  France,  formerly  they  did  so  only 
by  Royal  orders,  which  we  term  ordinances.  In  either 
case,  however,  the  regulation  is  effected  by  the  proper 
authority,  «ind  in  the  customary  mode.  It  is  tnie,  a 
change  has  lately  taken  place  in  theGovernment  of  France, 
by  which  the  relations  of  the  sovereign  to  his  subjects 
are  varied  somewhat  :  but  this  change,  so  far  as  his  an- 
cient  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  involved,  docs  not 
extenti  to  the  colonies  of  France.  The  present  King 
has  precisely  the  same,  control  over  the  commerce  of  his 
colonies,  that  was  exercised  by  any  of  his  predecessors  ; 
and  he  regulates  that  commerce  now  in  the  same  mode 
in  which  it  was  regulated  by  Louis  XVI.  that  ia,  by  Hoyal 
onlinancea,  such  as  that  now  before  the  Senate.  These 
ordinances,  it  is  true,  are  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  hhn 
by  whom  they  are  ordained ;  and  so  are  our  statutes,  and 
the  acts  of  the  British  Parliament.  But,  when  any  of 
these  do  not  define  the  time  d\iri ng  which  tliey  are  to  re- 
main in  force*  the  mere  fact  that  they  may  be  abrogated 
by  the  power  which  created  them,  does  not  justify  us  in 
considering  tliem  as  temporary  regulations.  Whatever 
may  be  the  principles  they  announced,  these  must  be  re- 1 


garded  as  permanent  principles.  Like  most  other  «cts 
of  municipal  power,  they  are  doubtless  intended  only  for 
the  benefit  of  the  People  upon  whom  they  are  to  act. 
The  interest  of  France  and  the  United  States,  may,  how- 
ever,  chance  to  coincide  \\\  some  particulars^  as  in  this 
caae  ;  and  when  they  do  so.  It  is  but  a  poor  apology  the 
Executive  offers  tg  the  People  of  the  Un^ed  States,  when 
he  says,  that  Prance,  by  her  ordinance,  intended  to  pro- 
mote her  own  interest,  and  not  cure,  and  therefore  lie  did 
not  communicate  such  an  act  to  Congress. 

It  has  been  said,  again,  that  this  ordinance  was  not  pro- 
mnlgated  by  the  Executive,  because  its  substanee  had 
been  published  by  the  French  Consul  in  one  of  our 
newspapers,  (the  Norfolk  Beacon)  from  whence  it  liad 
been  copied  into  some  other  Gazette,  printed  in  BaW- 
more  ;  and  therefore,  the  Executive  had  a  right  t»  sup- 
pose that  the  fact  of  the  existence,  and  contents  of  this 
ordinance  were  generally  bnown.  Mr.  T.  said,  he  cmild 
not  deny  the  fact  of  such  a  publication  being  made  in  the 
Norfolk  Beacon,  because,  although  a^  resident  of  the  town, 
where  this  little  paper  was  published,  he  very  seldom  saw 
it ;  and  it' was  among  the  last  sources  fo  which  he  should 
think  of  applying  for  information  for  important  events  like 
this.  Without  meaning  to  contradict  tlMse,  however, 
who  asserted  that  such  a  publication  had  been  there 
maile,  he  would  observe,  that  all  those  in  Norfolk  who 
wei'C  most  interested  in  this  trade,  were  as  ignorant-of  the 
fact  as  he  was  himself.  That  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  SmithI  had  sUted,  that  the  merchanta  of  Baltimore, 
as  well  as  himself,  were  uninformed  of  such  a  publication^ 
although  it  is  stated  to  have  been  transferred  from  the 
Noi*folk  paper  to  some  other  In  Baltimote.  I'bat  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  [Mr.  Wood* 
hurt]  had  informed  the  Senate,  that,  after  diligent  inqui- 
ry, made  both  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  no  intelli- 
gence of  such  a  publication  having  been  made,  in  either 
of  those  great  cities,  have  been  obtiuned  ;  and  that  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Silsbxx]  who  had  informed 
the  Senate  of  the  existence  of  such  a  publication,  and 
who  was  himself  a  merchant  of  high  standing,  and  exten- 
sive information,  had  also  stated,  that  even  he  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  publication,  or  of  the  facts  which  it  is  saitl 
to  announce,  tmtil  he  came  here  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. Grant,  then,  this  fact  of  publication  as  it  is  state<l— 
can  any  one  believe,  that  the  publication  of  the  substance 
of  an  important  foreign  ordinance,  made  by  some  subor- 
dinate foreign  agent,  in  a  little  provincial  newspaper, 
publislied  in  a  corner  of  the  United  States,  and  of  very 
limited  circulation,  even  in  the  place  where  it  ia  publish- 
ed, which  publication  has  not  been  afterwards  generally 
diffused  through  the  best  part  of  our  commercial  world, 
can  constitute  any  excuse  for  the  Executive,  in  not  com- 
municating to  Congress  an  authentic  copy  of  an  impor- 
tant foreign  ordinance,  whidi  he  had  received  directly 
from  the  Minister  of  the  nation  that  had  adopted  it,wirti  a 
request  that  its  provisions  should  be  reciprocated  by  our 
own  legislative  enactments } 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  subject  was  not  of  Buflicient 
importance  to  require  such  a  communication  to  be  made. 
The  atmual  amount  of  the  trade  upon  which  this  ordinance 
may  act,  wldch  is  not  leas  than  a  million  of  dollars,  and  ia 
increasing  ?  in  the  speed  in  which  the  Senate  began  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  so  soon  as  they  had  extracted  the 
requisite  information  from  the  bureau  of  State,  and  the 
unanimity  with  which  this  bill  will  paas  into  a  law ;  all 
cembine  to  pixive,  that  the  subject  is  one  t)f  high  impor- 
tance I  and  shoidd  the  benefits  which  are  expected  to  re- 
sult from  this  measure  be  lost,  by  the  culpable  neglect  of 
tlje  Executive,  in  not  sooner  giving  us  this  inforniation, 
the  importance  of  the  subject  will  ihen,  perhaps,  be  seen 
in  its  true  light.  How  we  lost  the  trade  with  the  nn^»|^ 
West  India  Colonies  we  all  know.  This  losa  rendered 
that  with  the  French  Islands  of  muth  more  importance 
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tlMn  it  «r»8  befi>re.  And  should  we  now  be  deprived  of 
thn,  loo,  by  the  same  means,  those  who  are  interested  in 
the  trade  (and  all  are  so  interested)  will  not,  and  oug^ht 
nott  to  be  satisfied  with  the  authors  of  such  mischiefs. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  JLouisiana,  said,  the  gentleman 
from  Tirginia  labors  under  an  error  with  regard  to  the 
revocation  of  the  French  ordinance.  The  gentleman 
■ays,  he  recMved  a  letter  from  a  respectable  mercantile 
bouse  in  Norfolk,  which  informed  him  that  this  ordinance 
bad  been  revoked,  and  adds^  (1  presume  an  inference  of 
bis  own  mind)  "in  consequence  of  our  Government 
not  having  met  the  terms  of  this  ordinance.  "  The 
gentleman  has  done  me  the  favor  to  shew  me  the  letter ; 
it  stated  that  they  had  heard  that  the  ordinance  was  re- 
voked, but  it  did  not  st^te,  in  consequence  of  not  hav- 
ing been  reciprocated  by  our  Government  I  immedi- 
ately applied  to  the  French  Minister  ;  he  said  he  ha<l  no 
such  information  ;  that  none  such  had  been  received  by 
the  Consul ;  aiKl  that  the  report  was  without  foundation, 
I  applied  to  the  Department  of  State  ;  I  was  informed 
that  no  such  information  had  been  received  from  our 
Minister  in  Paris,  or  the  Consuls  in  the  Islands.  The  in- 
fonrntTon  as,  no  doubt,  erroneous.  If  it  was  true,  will  tl)e 
gentleman  urge  that  as  a  reason  for  the  passage  of  a  bill 
to  meet  the  terms  of  an  ordinance  after  it  is  revoked  ^ 
Suppose  it  was  revoked,  we  should  only  pay  the  duty  as 
before,  which,  at  most,  is  only  a  tax  on  those  who  con- 
sume the  aKicles. 

Now,  with  regard  to  tlte  printing  of  this  ordinance,  one 
gentleman  says,  he  fiannoi  learn  tluit  it  has  been  printed  : 
another  hokls  it  up,  and  says,  it  was  printed  in  a  small 
paper  at  Norfolk  ;  and  the  gentleman  who  lives  in  that 
city,  says  he  never  heard  of  it.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  declares  that  he  never  saw  it,  and  that  a  re- 
spectable merchant  of  Baltimore  informs  him  that  he 
never  heard  ol  it  Now  it  happens  that  this  ordinance 
was  published  io  both  of  those  cities  ;  and  would  the  gen- 
tlemen have  been  more  likely  to  have  seen  this  ordinance 
if  it  had  been  published  there  by  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?  The  truth  is,  it  was  not  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  extensively  republished ;  it  did  not  at- 
tract attention,  or  even  excite  conversation.  But,  could 
any  merchant  engaged  in  that  trade  be  ignorant  of  Uie 
fact,  that  there  were  no  discriminating  duties  ? 

One  word  more  of  explanation  with  regard  to  the  print- 
ing.  The  SecreUry  of  SUte  had  ordered  a  translation  of 
the  ordinance  ;  the  clerk  brought  him  a  translation,  al- 
ready published  in  the  newspapers,  by  order  of  the  French 
Consul,  lie,  therefore,  considered  it  unnecessary  to  or- 
der its  publication.  • 

- 1  regret  that  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  has  dragged  this  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate.  Whatever  they  may  think,  the 
sentiments  uttered  here  will  have  an  effect  upon  the  nego- 
tiation. The  interference  was  unnecessary  and  uncalled 
for.  The  bill  ought  now  to  pass,  but  1  regret  the  discus- 
sion. The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mar^'land  may 
be  true,  but  I  think  it  injudicious  to  express  them  here  ; 
they  will  make  an  impression  elsewhere,  and  strengthen 
the  pretensions  of  France. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  as  the  gentleman  says,  the  sliip- 
pin|^  interest  in  France  was  opposed,  from  tlieir -early  pre- 
judices, to  the  removal  of  the  discriminating  duties  under 
the  Convention,  and  they  may  resist,  but  without  effect, 
the  renewal  of  the  treaty.  But  this  bill  will  not  satisfy 
them.  It  is  a  question  between  her  great  interests.  She 
wants  the  trade — the  market  of  this  country,  and  our  raw 
materials ;  and  it  ia.a  question  of  the  shipping  interest 
against  all  the  other  interests  :  and,  besides*  the  system  of 
discrimination  will  not  give  the  carrying  trade  to  her 
siMps.  She  loses  nothing  by  the  abolition  of  duties,  and 
gains  immensely  in  her  commerce. 

The  gentleman  says  the  trade  has  greatly  increased 


vidue  of  this  increasing  trade,  that  constitutes  the  real  mo- 
tive for  the  Convention  )  and  it  is  her  equivalent  for  any  ' 
advantage  we  may  have  in  the  navi^ptionr.  l¥e  have  a 
trade  often  millions,  which  both  parties  are  desirous  to 
extend<^we  have  discriminated  in  favor  of  their  silks — we 
may  probablv  reduce  the  duties  on  wines ;  they  will, 
perhaps  do  the  same  in  favor  of  our  cottons,  and  enlai^ 
considerably  the  list  of  articles  to  be  received  from  us  in 
tlie  Colonies— especially,  pork,  bacon,  lard,  and  *per- 
haps  flour.  The  most  amicable  dispositions  exist  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  every  thing  will  be  done  to 
equalize  the  a<lvantages.  When  the  terms  of  a  definitive 
treaty  can  be  discussed,  a  Convention  mutually  benefi- 
cial^ embracing  the  Colonies,  and  every  great  interest, 
will  l>e  concluded. 

Sir,  in  passing  this  ordinance,France  had  not  her  navi- 
gation in  view.  If  she  had  asked  it,  we  should,  at  any 
time,  have  reciprocated  it.  But  the  President  thought 
the  whole  points  in  discussion  would  have  been,  before 
this  time,  fully  and  finally  settled. 

I  see  no  neglect  in  the  publication — no  necessity  for 
laying  the  subject  before  Congress  {  which  he  had  the 
power  to  adjust  in  a  much  belter  mode,  and  expected  to 
have  concluded  in  a  manner  more  acceptable  to  France 
herself. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  have  taken 
the  same  ground  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Tazbwbli.]  had  he  not  been  anticipated  by  him.  The 
French  law  might  have  been  published  in  Baltimore, 
though  he  assured  the  gentleman  he  had  never  heard  of 
it.  He  had  written  to  his  friend,  Mr.  McKim,  of  Balti- 
more, as  active  and  intelligent  a  merchant  as  could  be 
found  any  where,  and  he  was  answered,  that  he  [Mr.  Mc- 
Kim] was  equally  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  French 
law. 

Mr.  MACON  said,  that  tlie  publication  of  the  French 
ordinance  at  Norfolk  and  at  Baltimore  did  not  give  it 
that  credit  to  which  it  woukl  had  been  entitled  had  it 
been  published  here,  in  papers  which  have  extensive 
circulation,  and  which  are  authorized  to  publish  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  ;  especially  had  it  been  said  that  the 
information  was  communicated  by  the  Department  of 
State.  It  was  natural  to  suppose  twat  tlie  obscurity  of  the 
papers  in  which  it  was  published^  rendered  the  informa- 
tion doubtful. 

[The  question  being  then  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  ii  was  fletermined  in  the  afiirma- 
tive  /  and  the  next  <lay  Uie  bill  was  read  the  tliird  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence.] 

TvKSDAT,  Aran.  1,  1838. 

WESTERN  COLLECTION  DISTIUCTS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  collection  of  customs  in  Louis- 
ville, in  Kentucky,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio^  was  read  a  second  time,  and  explained  by  Mr. 
WOODBURY. 

Mr.  EATON  moved  to  insert  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  insert,  in  the  place  of  150 
dollars^  (the  salaiy  of  the  surveyor  at  each  of  the  poiis,) 
300  dollars.     Rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  this  bill  proposed  an  entirely  new 
system.  On  the  arrival  of  vessels  at  New  Orleans,  tJie 
cargoes  must  be  discharged ;  and  it  was  a  question  with 
him  whether  it  would  not  lead  to  impositions  on  tlie  cus- 
toms. If  it  was  guarded  in  this  respect,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said,  it  was  true,  the  bill  proposed  a 
new  system.     It  was  hard,  however,  that  the  merchants 


That  is  true  i  and  France  knows  and  feels  that  it  is  the  I  of  the  interior  should  be  obliged  to  pay  to  agents  in  New 
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Orleans  a  per  centage  on  the  importation  of  goods  which 
they  might  as  well  import  for  themselves.  There  would 
be  no  danger  that  the  bill  would  cause  frauds  on  the  re- 
venue. The  merchant  was  to  have  his  bond  at  New  Or- 
leans, previoiis  to  the  arrival  of  the  goods.  The  Govern- 
ment would  thus  be  secure,  and  tlie  only  question  was, 
whether  the  sureties  were  gowl. 

Ur.  FOOT  said  it  would  certainly  be  an  accommoda- 
tion to  the  merchants  of  the  interior.  The  same  "incon- 
venience was  experienced  by  the  merchants  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  paid  their  bonds  at  New  York,  instead  of  their 
own  ports.  But  he  thought  it  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  duties  should  be  paid  where  the  cargoes 
were  broken.  The  merchants  of  Connecticut  would  be 
pleased  with  a  similar  provision,  but  they  never  supposed 
that  the  Government  would  run  the  risk  of  encotiraging 
smuggling  by  such  a  change  If,  however,  there  would  be 
no  danger  of  such  a  result,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  3ILSBEE  said,  that  all  g^ods  under  this  bill  would 
be  bonded  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  duties  would  be  paid 
there. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked,  that  his  only  objection  applied 
to  the  breaking  of  the  cargoes  at  New  Orleans,  by  which 
smuggling  and  fraud  might  be  introduced. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some  length  in 
support  of  the  bill.  He  did  not  think  that  it  would  alter 
the  reventie  law  in  any  particular. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mvrjiand,  saw  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  bill  would  increase  smuggling.  The  surveyors^ 
he  thought,  sl^ould  be  men  of  respectability,  and  they 
could  not  be  engaged  for  the  salary  of  150  dollars.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  simi  of  250  dollars  be  substi- 
tuted ;  which  was  agreed  to,  18  to  12. 

The  bill  was  further  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  WOOD- 
BURY and  FOOT  ;  when  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS 


The  unfinished  business  of  Friday  was  then  taken  up, 
being  the  bill  to  graduate  the  prices  of  public  lands,  Mr. 
HENDRICKS'  amendment  still  pending. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  nothing  but  a 
deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  now  be- 
fore them,  could  justify  him  in  occupying  the  time  of  the 
^enale,  after  the  luminous  remarks  of  the  Senator  who 
introduced  the  bill,  [Mr.  Bbftun]  and  others  who  have 
so  ably  sup)>orted  it.     The  great  object  of  legislation  is 


fade  evidence  of  its  correctness.  I  am  aware  that  it  has 
been  imputed  to  selfishness  on  the  part  of  the  new  SUtes 
and  Territories.  There  is  scarcely  a  measure  of  the  Go- 
vernment, however  national  in  its  character,  but  what  is 
more  immediately  interesting  to  one  particular  section  of 
the  country  than  to  another;  and  the  charge  of  selfishness 
would  lie  with  equal  propriety  against  that  section.  If 
a  harbor  is  fortified,  or  even  a  light-house  erected,  the 
vicinity  of  its  location  is  more  immediately  benefitted  by 
it,  than  places  remote  from  its  establishment ;  yet  the 
measure  is  national,  and  no  person  envies  the  neighbor- 
hood that  receives  more  immediate  benefit,  nor  charges 
its  representative  with  selfishness  in  advocating  tlie  mea- 
sure. Upon  the  most  thorough  investigation  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  of  this  subject;  in  viewing  its 
bearings  upon  the  whole  country' ;  in  regarding  its  intrin- 
sic merits,  and  the  univers;il  diflusron  of  its  benefits,  1  am 
compelled  to  pronounce  it  a  national  mea«ire,  divested 
of  the  character  of  selfishness. 

This  Government,  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  has  been 
tlie  proprietor  of  extensive  domains  ;  and  during  the  same 
period,  these  domains  have  every  year  occupied  much  of 
the  time  of  Congress.  For  the  disposal  of  these  lands, 
Congress  have,  at  diflTerent  times,  adopted  three  different 
systems.  The  first  exposed  the  lands  to  sale  for  one  dol- 
lar per  acre,  payable  in  certificates  of  stock  of  the  nation- 
al debt.  This  system  continued  for  about  fifteen  years, 
and  was  abandoned.  It  haJ  been  resorted  to  as  »  conve- 
nient method  of  sinking  the  national  debt,  but  proved 
abortive.  The  next  sy.stem  was  that  of  credit.  The  mini- 
mum price  was  fixed  at  two  dollars  per  acre  ;  and,  on  the 
payment  of  one  fourth  of  the  purchase  money,  a  credit 
was  given  upon  the  residuary  of  two,  three,  and  four 
years,  without  iitterest,  and  extended  to  five  years  with 
interest.  Under  this  system  debts  were  incurred  by  in- 
dividuals to  the  Government,  which  increased  from 
year  to  year,  till  they  amounted  to  the  cnormoua 
sum  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  then  perfectly 
obvious  that  the  payment  of  this  large  amount  within  five 
years,  was  utterly  impossible  ;  and  an  attempt  to  enforce 
it  would  ruin  thousands  of  fiimilies  of  the  most  «aerito- 
rious,  because  the  most  industrious  and  enterprising  of 
our  citizens,  and  without  benefitting  the  public.  Relief 
was  very  properly  provided,  by  permitting  each  one  to 
retain  what  he  had  actually  paid  for,  and  relinquish  the 
remainder.  The  defects  of  the  system  having  been  thus 
demonstrated,  it  was  abandoned.     The  present  system 


the  happiness  of  the  People  ;  and  a  measure  calculated  was  then  adopted,  which  reduces  thf  minimum  price  of 
to  give  every  man  a  home  of  his  own,  and  without  diminisli- !  the  public  lands  to  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per 
ing  the  resources  of  his  neighbor,  shoidd  find  an  advocate  '  acre,  and  requires  the  money  to  be  paid  in  hand.  The 
in  every  patriot  and  philanthropist.  It  is  a  measure,  said  operation  of  this  system,  thoug-h  more  beneficial  than 
Mr.  J  ,  which  is  calculated  to  strengthen  the  sentiment    --•»-—  -'^  ^^-  — • •-  --•»«   i-*-^: —      »*  i — .---  ««*nv 


IS 

which  unites  the  citizen  to  his  Government  and  to  his 
country.  The  interest  which  it  involves  is  not  merely 
local.  The  most  needy  from  every  Stale  in  the  Union 
will  enjoy  its  benefits  ;  and  my  own  constituents  being 
contiguous  to  the  States  and  'i'crritories  in  which  these 
lands  lie,  have  a  claim  on  my  efforts  to  advocate  tlie  mea- 
sure. It  is  not  from  a  desire  to  be  heard,  for  it  is  with 
great  reluctance  that  1  venture  to  tax  your  patience,  but 
it  is  in  the  discharge  of  that  claim  that  1  piesume  to  give 
my  views ;  not  in  detail,  but  in  some  general  remarks, 
which  I  hope  may  be  the  less  tedious  upon  a  subject  so 
'  exliAUsted,  and  yet  so  inexhaustible. 

If  1  mistake  not,  about  eight  SUtes  and  Territories 
have  memorialized  Cong^ss,  by  their  Ixfgislatures,  upon 
the  subject  of  this  graduation  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  ;  and,  in  addition  to  those,  numerous  petitions  have 
been  presented  from  the  citizens  of  several  of  these 
States,  calling  for  the  same  measure.  The  deep  solici- 
tude thus  manifested  by  so  respectable  a  portion  of  this 
confederacy,  calls  for  a  rigid  investigation  of  the  subject. 
The  interest  which  this  proportion  has  excited,  is  prifna 


either  of  the  others,  is  still  defective.  It  leaves  many 
families  destitute  of  a  home^  because,  without  land  on 
which  to  raise  the  means,  they  are  unable  to  purchase  at 
the  present  rate,  while  so  many  millions  of  acres  lie  waste, 
inviting  them  to  labor,  and  promising  them  an  ample  re- 
ward. 

The  bill  before  us  proposes  so  to  graduate  the  price, 
as  to  reduce  it  after  next  November  to  one  dollar  per 
acre  ;  after  a  lapse  of  two  years  from  that  time,  to  scven- 
fy-five  cents :  and  thus  continuing  a  reduction  of  twenty- 
five  cents  every  two  years,  till  It  shall  sink  to  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre  ;  and  then  to  give  to  the  actual  settler  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  a  quarter  section  of  one  htmdred 
and  sixty  acres  for  eight  dollars.  After  this,  it  proposes 
to  relinquish  the  remainder  to  the  State  in  which  it  shall  lie. 

About  140,000,000  of  acres  of  public  lands  have  been 
surveyed  and  offered  at  public  sale.  About  20,000,000 
of  acres  have  been  purchased,  and  about  the  same  quan- 
tity has  been  appropriated  to  military  bounties,  benevo- 
lent institutions,  and  purposes  of  eihication  ;  leaving 
^00,000,000  now  in  the  market,  equal  to  about  sixty 
acres  to  every  family  in  the  United  States.    Some  of  Uiese 
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lands  have  been  in  the  market  forty  yean  ;  some  twen- 
ty, anil  all  for  several  years.  During  this  lapse  of 
time,  every  purchaser  has  made  his  selection  of  the  most 
valuable  tracts  ;  and  what  now  remain  are  the  cuUings 
of  the  ortgpnal  domains,  the  whole  of  which  have  been 
oftered  at  public  sale,  and  from  which  four-tenths  have 
been  taken  by  choice  of  the  purchasers.  The  |>ub- 
lic  having  thus  received  the  advantage  which  the  fertility 
of  select  portions  of  public  lands  could  afford,  and  in- 
dividuals able  to  purchase,  having  made  their  selection, 
the  sales  are  become  sluggish  on  account  of  the  refuse 
being  held  at  the  same  price.  The  proposition  is  now 
to  giuduate  the  price  of  the  refuse  lands  according  to 
their  value,  and  the  ability  of  the  less  opulent^  though 
not  less  meritorious  citizen,  to  provide  for  himself  and 
family  a  home  and  a  support. 

We  have  a  virtuous  and  industrious  population  among 
us,  who  are  wilting  to  cultivate  these  lands,  if  they  may 
be  permitted  to  call  their  labors  their  own  ;  and  if  the 
wealth  and  resources  of  the  nation  in  any  degree  consist 
in  the  improvements  of  the  country,  only  speak  the  woni, 
and  they  will  raise  the  nation  to  opulence  unexampled. 
The  forest  will  bow  to  the  husbandman,  and  your  wilder- 
ness will  smile  Uke  Bden.    Their  habits  urge  them  to  the 
work,  and  a  waste  domain,  almost  boundless,  invites  them 
to  its  banquet.  The  laboring  poor,  in  a  country  like  ours, 
constitute  the  strength  and  glory    of  the  nation.     We 
must  accommodate  our  measures  to  the  peculiar  genius  of 
our  citizens,  and  not  follow  the  poUuted  footsteps  of  des- 
potic Governments.     It  is   not  with  us  as  with   them, 
where  the  poor  may  be  reduced  to  a  dependence  upon 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  bow  submissively  to  his  plea- 
sure, because  he  gives  him  leave  to  tuil.     An  American 
may  be  poor,  but  he  cannot  be  servile,     lie  may  be  with- 
out property,  but  yuu  cannot  deprive  him  of  his  indepen- 
dence.    We  have  too  long  followed  bad  example,  in  a 
course  calculated  to  break  his  spirit,  if  the  spirit  of  an 
American  could  be  broken.  We  have  seen  him  immured 
in  prison  for  his  misfortune  ;  but  the  barbarous  practice 
lias  only  demonstrated  the  proposition,  that  an  American 
soul  is  above  degradation.     Place  him  in  the  most  abject 
.  circumstances,  and  he  will  still  be  }  our  equal,  ami  make 
the  consciousness  of  it  reciprocal.     We  have  no  monied 
aristocracy  in  our  country  \  and  the  perpetual  revolution 
of  property,   where  entailments  are  not  tolerated,  is  a 
certain  pledge  that  we  never  shall.    The  poor  of  one  ge- 
neration are  the  rich  of  the  next  generation.     Families 
wax  and  wane  as  certain  a&  the  moon.     It  then  becomes 
the  interest  of  every  person  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of 
the  poor.     In  so  doing,  the  most  opulent  are  provitling 
for  their  own  posterity  ;  and  while  we  retain  affection  for 
our  oftspriitg,  we  sliall  gloiy  in  the  idea  that  poverty  can- 
not degrade.     It  is  a  certain  guarantee  for  their  indepen- 
deii«e,  under  every  ref  etse  of  fortune.     If  Ciod,  the  poor 
man's  friend,  has  given  liim  a  noble  mind,  and  placed  him 
in  circumstances  under  which  its  independence  cannot  be 
broken^  the  same  beneficent  provideiice  has  provided  us 
the  means  of  making  him  happy,  by  the  same  act  which 
will  at  once  give  strength  anU  riches  to  the  nation.  Adopt 
the  measure  now  proposed,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in  (he 
Union  so  poor  but  that  he  may  cultivate  his  own  land, 
and  plant  his  family  upon  his  own  domaii). 

The  most  inflexible  virtue  is  found  among  the  most 
pcnuricNis  of  our  citizens.  When  luxury  has  enervated 
t)oUi  the  physical  and  moral  powers  of  the  voluptuary  \ 
when  our  cities  become  the  nurseries  of  corruption,  vir- 
tue will  still  find  ^  welcome  abode  in  the  hearts  of  our 
industrious  yeomany.  On  them  depend  the  integrity  of 
our  Government  and  the  permanency  of  our  institutions. 
Policy  and  justice  unite  in  pleading  their  cause.  .  They 
constitute  a  barrier  against  foreign  invaders  and  domestic 
usurpers^  alike  formidable  to  both.  In  aristocratic  Gu- 
veroments  the  nobility  must  be  provided  for ;  and  when 


a  commoner  is  ennobled,  an  estate  is  settled  upon  the  title 
to  support  its  dignity.  Here,  every  American  is  a  noble- 
man. Every  man  is  bom  a  peer.  His  nobility  is  more 
permanent  than  wealth.  It  consists  of  independence  of 
mind  ;  and,  to  support  his  dignity,  is  only  to  maintain  that 
independence.  Place  within  his  power  the  means  of  ob- 
taining a  propriety  in  that  land  which  his  own  honest 
hands  will  cultivate,  he  asks  no  greater  wealth  than  what 
his  industry  will  acquire.  His  residence  will  be  per. 
manently  fixed.  His  attachment  to  his  country  will 
be  strengthened.  His  temptations  to  vice  will  be  few- 
er and  weaker.  He  will  ieel  it  more  his  interest  to 
be  a  patriotic  citizen  and  a  useful  man.  He  will  develop 
the  latent  resources  of  the  country,  and  cUsdose  ample 
stores  of  treasures  before  concealed.  His  ftimily  will  be 
happy,  and  his  children  will  rise  to  industry  and  virtue. 
If  we  expect  to  survive  our  liberties,  we  may  indeed  re- 
serve our  public  domains  for  the  endowment  of  future 
dukedoms  \  but,  for  myself,  I  make  no  calculation  for  such 
an  event  ;  and,  except  for  such  an  event,  I  can  scarcely 
conceive  the  object  of  retaining  these  lands.  If  we  ex- 
pect future  generations  to  enjoy  them,  the  present  gene- 
ration are  wuling  to  improve  them  for  the  future.  1  would 
now  ask,  can  the  Government  make  a  better  disposition 
of  them  \  If  we  desire  an  increase  of  national  wealth* 
this  measure  will  gain  it  in  the  highest  degree.  If  we  would 
increase  the  happiness  of  the  nation,  this  measure  will 
carry  felicity  ii|to  the  fainiUes  of  thousands.  If  we  could 
strengthen  that  patriotism  which  Americans  already  feel 
above  any  other  people,  this  measure  will  eft'ect  the  ob- 
ject. While  every  man,  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree, 
wilt  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labor,  you  will  scarcely  find  a 
fugitive  in  our  country.  If  national  strength  is  an  object, 
experience  proves,  that,  where  a  propriety  in  the  soil  is 
combined  with  all  the  charms  of  liberty,  a  people  will 
prove  unconquerable. 

We  have  now,  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  a  po- 
pulation of  about3,000,00U  inhabitants^  and  tlieir  chxrac- 
ter  for  every  excellence  that  can  grace  a  free  and  inde- 
pendeiit  people,  may  challenge  a  comparison  with  any 
equal  population  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  It  is 
chiefly  composed  of  emigrants  trom  the  old  States,  bring- 
ing with  them  all  the  virtues  of  their  fathers  and  their 
brethren,  and  remaining  uncomaininaied  by  tlie  efTemi- 
nancy  of  luxury  or  the  splendors  of  wealth.  In  the  late 
war  they  proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestors, 
and  of  the  r^untry  which  they  so  g^allantly  defended  ; 
and  they  are  this  day,  as  I  trust  they  will  long  remain,  an 
example  of  the  blessings  of  that  state  in  which  each  man 
is  the  proprietor  of  the  spot  which  he  inhabits.  Give  the 
facilities  which  this  measure  provides,  and  you  will  p  r- 
petuate  these  blessings.  Nor  can  I  conceive  a  reason 
why  we  shouhl  refuse,  unless  it  is  that  the  wilderness  may- 
remain  a  wilderness,  and  its  kUent  treasure  undisclosed. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  measure  will  induce  eito. 
gration  from  the  older  States.  On  this  point  I  would  ask 
the  father,  with  his  fifty  acres  converted  into  a  garden  for 
the  conifurtuble  support  of  a  numerous  family,  if  he  would 
wish  to  confine  all  his  children  to  his  own  Tittle  si>ot,  by 
depriving  them  of  superior  advantages  in  another  State  .' 
Would  he  not  rather  have  a  prospect  of  indepeiulence 
before  them  ?  The  evils  of  emigration  are  iilcal.  Its 
evils  have  never  yet  appeared  ;  nor  have  its  ideal  evils 
been  defined.  1  would  aak  any  gentleman  to  ]>oiiit  them 
out  i  to  put  his  finger  on  the  map,  and  mark  the  place, 
either  in  the  old  State  or  in  tlie  ncw.which  has.been  injur- 
ed by  emigration .  Man  is  natumllv  inclined  to  clcatc  to 
the  spot  which  gave  him  birth,  till  he  can  improve  his 
condition  by  changing  it ;  and,  when  emigration  will  in- 
crease his  happiness,  it  is  an  advantage  and  not  yin  injury. 
As  the  population  of  the  old  States  multiplies,  they  who 
cannot  procure  a  comforuble  settlement  at  home,  find  it 
in  the  new.    A  population,  whidk  would  othvrwise  be- 
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come  penvrioiis  «ixl  f  ugitrre,  are  settled  in  the  enjoyment 
of  competency ;  and  thus  tbe  tide  of  em%ration  becomes 
us  beneficial  to  the  old  S  ates  as  to  tbe  emigrants  tben- 
aelres.  It  also  strengthens  the  interest  which  each  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  feds  for  the  prosperity  of  the  whole, 
it  perpetuates  the^iesof  consanguinity;  a  pledge  of  union 
that  will  remain  secure,  when  clashing  interests  and  dis- 
oordant  passions  might  otherwise  threaten  its  dissolution. 
In  ereiy  old  State  there  will  be  a  kind  of  floating  po- 
pulation,  depressed  by  misfortune,  without  a  heme,  and 
without  employment.  Many  of  these  seek  a  subsistence 
in  the  Army  or  Navy,  and  many  become  va^bonds  in  a 
land  of  freedom  and  plenty.  For  this  crymg  evil  the 
measure  before  us  provides  a  happy  remedy.  If  you  \ae- 
fer  for  your  posterity  the  life  of  the  independent  farmer 
to  that  of  the  fugitive  aud  the  vagabond,  or  to  that  of  the 
private  soldier  or  the  sailor,  adopt  this  measure,  and  you 
phice  the  fortune  of  industiy  within  his  reach. 

It  has  been  objected  that  a  reduction  of  the  price  wiU 
encourage  speculation  ;  that  capitalists  will  monopolize 
immense  domains,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  industrious 
poor.  Tliis  objection  has  been  so  ably  considered,  and 
so  conclus'vely  answered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois^ 
[Mri.  Kave]  that  1  need  not  dwell  upon  it.  His  argu- 
ments must,  1  think,  have  carried  conviction  to  every  dis- 
passionate mind  where  doubts  were  before  entertained. 
I'lie  defeat  of  speculators  in  the  military  bounty  lands  to 
soldiers  of  the  late  war,  will*  admonish  oapitahsts  to  be- 
ware of  such  speculations.  Even  if  a  weaKliy  speculator 
should  venture  to  purchase  many  thousands  of  acres,  he 
could  not  hold  them  up  at  an  advanced  pries,  because 
purohasers  would  procure  what  they  wanted  of  the  pub- 
lic, upon  terms  as  favorable  as  his  original  purchase  ;  and 
before  he  could  turn  them  to  any  considerable  account, 
the  interest  of  the  purchase  money,  and  the  annual  taxes 
would  double  their  original  cost  {  and  when  no  entail- 
ments exist,  when  no  primogeniture  rights  are  recf>gfniz- 
ed  by  our  laws,  they  would  be  so  .subdivided  by  descent 
among  his  heir^  before  any  considerable  appreciation  of 
their  value  would  give  him  an  undue  ascendency,  that  no 
'   possible  injury  could  arise. 

The  principal  objection,  and  1  presume  the  oitly  weigh- 
ty objection  in  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  to  the  mea- 
sure, is  that  of  its  bearing  upon  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try. On  tliis  point,  the  estimate  set  upon  our  public 
lands  is  proven,  by  actual  demonstration,  to  be  entirely 
fallacious,  'i'he  statements  of  the  Senator  from  MisfSfHin, 
[Mr.  Bshtoh]  who  has  given  such  a  lucid  and  unanswer- 
able exposition  of  this  subject,  are  calculated  to  remove 
this  delusion.  What,  1  would  ask,  have  the  sales  of  those 
landM  done  for  our  public  cofTers  ?  They  were  set  apart 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  their  whole  nett 
])rocecds  have  not  paid  one- tenth  part  of  the  interest  of 
Jthe  national  d«bt,  from  the  commencement  of  their  sales 
to  the  present  day.  IMic  grc»8S  amount  of  receipts  into 
the  TFea»ury,for  sales  of  pubhc  laiuls, within  forty  years, 
isabout35,UuU,000of  dullars,aud  the  expenses  of  surveys, 
salcM,  anil  contingeiictcs  of  various  kinds,  have  exceeued 
30,000,000  dollars,  so  that  the  whole  nett  proceeds  are 
less  than  five  millions,  not  far  exceeding  100,000  dollars 
a  year.  It  the  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congreas 
should  be  taken  into  the  account,  for  the  time  occupied 
in  legislating  upon  these  lands,  the  printing  of  documents 
and  volumes  of  books  upon  the  subject,  with  many  inci- 
dental items,  not  set  down  to  this  head,  it  is  doabtful 
wlietlicr  they  have  yielded  oue  cent  of  clear  revenue  to 
the  Government.  Where,  then,  can  be  the  utiUty  or  the 
policy  of  pursuing  the  old  systems  in  relation  to  tliem, 
when  by  a  different  pohcy  they  may  be  made  a  source  of 
happiitess  to  thousands,  and  of  immense  benefit  to  the 
whole  nation  ? 

A  pixHniuent  feature  in  this  bill,  which  ought,  in  m^ 
humble  opinion,  to  rcGommeiid  it  to  tuiiversal  support,  is 


the  provision  which  it  proposed  to  UMke  in  favor  of  the 
actual  settler.    If  a  person  can  receive  land  at  a  reduction 
of  twenty -five  cents  per  acre,  on  condition  of  becoming  a 
permanent  settler  upon  it,  he  will  always  pur<iiase  of  the 
Government  in  preference  to  a  speculator,  because  it  will 
be  his  interest  to  do  so.    If,  al\er  all  these  lands  have 
passed  the  order  of  inspection  and  selection,  for  a  limited 
number  of  years,  the  actual  settler  can  procure  a  suffi- 
ciency for  a  home,  and  a  support  to  himself  and  fiunily, 
at  five  cents  an  acre,  as  the  bill  proposes,  the  advantages 
will  be  incalculable.     The  country  will  be  enriched  by 
the  industiy  of  a  class  whose  misfortunes  will  otherwise 
render  them  a  burthen  rather  than  a  blessing  to  ti^e  coun- 
try.    The  refuse  lands,  which  will  otherwise  lie  waste, 
only  to  increase  the  distance  betwixt  improvements,  and 
so  render  more  inconvenient  all  useful  busines^  will  be 
rendered  fruitful  by  cultivation.    The  settjers  will  escape 
many  temptations  to  vice  and  dissipation.     They  will 
form  a  bulwark  of  defence  to  the  nation.    Their  patriot- 
isn),  and  the  republican  simplicity  of  their  manneri,  will 
be  a  protection  to  our  Uberties.     They  and  their  families 
will  be  virtuous  and  happy.     Manufacturing  towns  and 
villages  will  grow  up  spontaneously  among  thero,  equal 
at  least  to  the  wants  of  theu'  own  settlements,  and  requir- 
ing no  other  protection  than  what  the  produce  of  these 
Mfuse  lands  will  be  certain  to  afford. 

Difficulties  are  continually  presenting  themselves  con- 
cerning tliese  lands.  Every  year  much  of  our  time  is  em- 
ployed in  legislating  upon  the  subject.  Much  expense 
IS  incun-ed — unpleasant  debate  is  involved,  and  no  bene- 
fit results  to  the  Government.  We  appropriate  them  to 
purposes  of  benevolence  ;  to  asylums  for  the  unfoKunate; 
to  the  support  of  schoob  -,  to  the  construction  of  roads 
and  canals ;  but,  in  every  instance,  questions  are  involr- 
ed  which  are  calculated  neither  to  strengthen  the  bond 
of  our  Union,  or  gratify  the  friendly  feelings  of  the  heart. 
Here  we  witness  a  clashing  of  local  interests — there  a 
constitutional  scruple  ;  and  discussions  arise  wliich  tend 
more  to  provoke  tlie  evil  passions  of  our  nature,  than  to 
foster  those  fraternal  sentiments  which  it  is  no  leas  our 
intcKst  than  our  pleasure  to  cherisli. 

Our  Government  is  composed  of  a  confederacy  of  inde- 
peiident  Stales,  each  constituting  a  distinct  sovereignty, 
united  by  interest  and  affection.  Wp  are  a  family,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-lour  adult  membei-s,  and  three  children, 
yet  in  their  minority,  with  a  prttsfiect  of  future  increase. 
If  we  view  our  relations  upon  a  liberal  scale,  there  can  be 
no  clashing  of  interests.  The  whole  fiunily  is  interested 
In  the  best  welfare  of  eveiy  member  {  and  especially  the 
younger  branches  are  entiUed  to  the  highest  considera- 
tion ^'  the  elder,  'i'hese  younger  sisters  suffer  great  in- 
convenience from  large  domains  of  vacant  lands  irithin 
ttieir  borders,  over  which  they  Iwve  no  control  and 
through  which  they  must  incur  the  expense  of  construct- 
ing roadsyor  suffer  the  want  of  communication  betwixt  dif- 
ferent parts  of  their  own  sovereignty.  They  cannot  tax 
these  lands  nor  avail  themselveaof  any  benefit  from  Uieir 
existence.  l*he  payment  for  lands  purdiased  have  been 
peqietuaUy  draining  from  tliese  States  the  httle  money 
which  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  their  citiaens  have 
procured,  and  the  present  system  is  calculated  to  perpet- 
uate the  evil  for  many  years  to  come,  and  to.entail  it  upon 
the  minor  members,  and  upon  all  that  are  yet  unborn. 
The  imperfections  cf  this  state  of  things  have  been  strong- 
ly depicted  by  Uie  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  HaaDBicas] 
and  toe  able  picture  which  he  has  drawn  is  a  just  descrip- 
tion of  the  case.  Though  I  might  doubt  tlie  expediency 
of  go'mg  the  full  lengtli  which  he  proposes,  yet  his  accu- 
rate  inyestigation  of  the  subject  demonstrates  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  some  reUef ;  at  least  of  fixing  a  time 
when  the  inconvenience  which  they  suffer  shall  haye  an 
end  <  and  if,  for  years  to  come,  they  must  sew  in  tears,  I 
hope  we  shaU  permit  tliem  in  the  end  to  reap  in  joy. 
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AVe  have  arrived  at  a  pcTiod,  sir,  when  much  is  exprct- 
c<l  of  this  Government.  We  have  made  preat  sacrifices 
to  protect  commerce.  We  have  done  much,  and  are  call- 
e<l  on  to  do  miicli  more,  for  the  protection  of  manufac- 
tures. Agriculture  is  the  foundation-of  all ;  and  for  agri- 
culture we  have  done  nothing.  The  farmer  furnishes  tlie 
raw  material  for  manufactures,  and  supplies  with  fomi  the 
woMcman  who  maoufactures  it.  In  proportion  as  agricul- 
ture prospers,  our  manufactories  may  flourish  ?  but,  with- 
out a  constant  improvement  in  our  agricultural  punuiits, 
our  manufactures  jnust  dwindle.  It  is  asnece&sary  to  our 
independence  th^t  we  mppfy  the  raw  material,  and  that 
we  feed  the  workmen  from  wir  own  soil,  as  that  we  ma- 
nufacture our  own  apparel.  Lot  the  Government,  then, 
in  the  plenitude  of  its  bounty,  remember  the  fiirmer.  We 
ask  no  other  aid  tlmn  permission  for  ever^*  poor  industri- 
ous man  to  cultivate  the  cartli,  and  call  that  spot  his  own, 
without  invading  his  neighboi^s  right ;  and  for  each  State, 
ader  the  Government  shall  have  derived  what  benefit  it 
can  from  the  choicest  portions  of  its  lands,  to  control  the 
remainders.  Do  this  tor  agriculture,  and,  with  its  natural 
attendants,  commerce  and  manufactures,  it  will  form  a 
three-fold  cord  which  caiinot  be  broken. 

To  relieve  the  States  interested  of  the  evil,  to  effect 
the  object  so  desirable,  and  to  dispose  of  this  subject  for- 
ever^  1  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  best  interest  of  the 
country  would  be  promoted  by  a  division  of  all  the  public 
lands  among^  the  citizens  of  i\\c  United  States,  by  lot ;  a 
measure  which  had  its  sanction  by  holy  writ.  When  God 
gave  to  his  chosen  people  the  land  of  Caiuuin,  it  was  dis- 
p()se<]  of  according  to  a  system  devised  in  Heaven,  and  re- 
vealed to  them  for  an  inviolable  mandate.  No  minimum 
price  was  (ixed  ;  but  the  gift  of  God  was  bestowed  with- 
out money  and  without  price.  It  was  divided  by  lot ; 
first  in  general  divisions  among  the  tribes,  then  among  the 
families,  and  then  among  the  individuals.  The  same  be- 
neficent lx>rd  has  given  to  us,  his  most  favored  people  of 
modern  daj's,  "  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey." 
Would  it  not  be  wise  m  us  to  make  his  ancient  law  our 
pule,  anil  divide  tfiis  goMlly  land  by  lot  >  We  might  then 
call  it  empluiticaily  "the  lot  of  our  inheritance."  The 
Romans  followed  the  example  of  Joshua ;  and  one  of  our 
own  republican  family,  Georgia,  has  adopted  the  plan. 
This  subject,  I  am  aware,  is  not  now  before  us  ;  but  I  am 
not  certain  ttiat  it  would  be  an  unwise  or  inexpedient 
method  of  closing  this  concern.  Before  1  sit  down,  1 
must  not  omit  to  pay  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
McKia(.Rv]thc  just  tribute  of  praise  for  the  able  speech 
which  he  <lelivere<l  on  this  subject,  for  which  he  will  not 
fail  to  reap  his  just  reward  of  his  constituents. 

The  debate  was  continued,  briefly,  by  Messrs.  ROWAN 
and  MACON,  ami  at  length  by  Mr.  IIKNDRICKS,  who 
withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 


WfiDNESDAv,  Aprtl  2,  1828. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to 
graduate  tlic  price  of  the  Public  JUands,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  NOBLB  said  the  bill  being  now  before  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  their  consideration,  \\e  felt 
it  his  duty  to  express  his  views  of  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  and  his  opinions  of  its  operation,  should  it  pass.  He 
fl:tid  that  he  was  deprived  of  the  same  latitude  of  ai^u- 
ment  which  his  colleague  had  taken  upon  his  pniposed 
amendment  to  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  he  had  withdrawn  it. 
He  supposed,  however,  it  woidd  be  in  order  to  read  the 
amendment,  and  refer  to  it  in  tlte  course  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  President,  sai<l  Mr.  N.,  all  Governments,  as  I  un- 
derstand, are  made  for  the  protection  of  the  People,  an<l 
to  secure  to  them  their  rights.  In  this  country,  their 
rights  are  guarantied  by  the  articles  of  confederatioti, 
cessions  from  States,  ordinances  for  the  government  of 
of  Territories,  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  and  of 
Vol,  IV — 37 


the  States,  together  with  compacts  and  stipulations*  en- 
tered into  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slale%  with 
the  People  of  a  State,  and  the  People  of  a  Territory, 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Tlie  moment  an  individual  enters  into  the  body  politic, 
or  into  society  I'egtdated  by  law,  lie  gives  up  a  part  of  his 
natural  rights,  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  greater,  as  a 
member  of  the  family,  whether  it  relates  to  the  General 
Government,  State  Government,  county,  city,  or  town 
corporate. 

The  moment  any  member  of  the  society  violates  either 
the  fundamental  law,  or  the  municipal  regidations  for  the 
government  of  the  society,  or  the  rights  of  others,  the 
law  takes  him  into  custo<ly,  and  punishes  him  for  his  crime 
or  misdemeanor. 

The  same  mo<le,  or  parity  of  reason,  applies  to  States, 
corporations,  and  to  the  whole  Union.  The  Constitution 
of  the  Union,  as  well  as  indivviuals,  for  the  public  faith, 
must  be  duly  observed,  or  we  cannot  exist  as  a  nation* 
an<l  preserve  unimpaired,  the  inheritance  which  has  been 
left  us  by  those  who  have  gone  before  us.  In  the  two  cases^ 
one  as  to  the  individual,  the  law  operates,  and  in  relation 
to  agents  ff»r  corporations,  the  People  must,  at  the  polls, 
suppress  (he  miKchief  and  advance  ihe  remedy  if  the 
public  faith  be  lost  sight  of.  1  may,  this  moment,  be  vi- 
olating the  public  faith.  The  People  will  pass  judg- 
ment. 

Kxcitemcnt  gotten  up,  whether  the  motive  be  pure  or 
impure,  that  prostrates  the  plighted  faith  of  this  Union, 
or  the  duties  of  the  Congress  of  tlie  Unite<l  States,  that 
nioment  tlie  bone  is  broken,  and  the  sinews  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  cut,  and  our  country  thrown  into  turmoil. 
No  State  or  socie^  of  individuals  can  have  confidence  in 
tlie  Congress,  if  they  set  at  defiance  ihe  rights  of  others, 
and  exercise  p.ower,  not  of  right. 

I  beg  leave  to  read  my  colleague's  proposition,  or  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

I  know  him  to  be  sincere  in  his  views,  and  the  subject 
one  that  he  has  close  at  heart,  and  one  that  may  agree 
with  lihn  in  the  State  we  represent.  He  proposes  to 
strike  out  the  fifth  section,  and  insert : 

Sr.c.  —  Ami  l>e  it  further  enacted,  that  the  preceding 
sections  of  the  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made 
applicable  to  the  Territories  only. 

Sec.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  public  and 
unappropriated  land  within  the  limits  of  tiie  new  States 
sliaA  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ceded  and  relinquisli- 
ed  in  full  property  to  the  several  States  in  which  the 
same  may  lie,  on  comliticm  that  such  States  shall  not,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  put  such  lands  into  market,  at  a  lower 
minimum  price  than  shsll  be  established  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories,  am)  on  comli- 
tion  that  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  within  the  limits  of 
any  State  shall  hereafter  be  extinguished  at  the  expense 
of  such  State. 

1  think,  Mr.  President,  the  proposition  of  my  colleague 
a  dangcrouA  one,  and  if  carried  into  effect,  would  injure 
the  new  States.  1  sliall  apply,  sir,  my  arguments  and  ob- 
jections to  the  proposition,  in  reference  to  Indiana,  and 
its  effects  ui>on  that  State,  though  the  same  rcMons  will 
apply  in  the  general  to  all  the  new  States.         V 

Indiana  for  years  past  acted  in  the  characteFAf  a  State, 
by  the  action  of  the  People  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
who  relieved  themselves  from  the  shackles  of  a  territori- 
al taovemment,  and  was  admitted  into  tliis  Union,  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
SUles. 

To  liave  her  again  fettered,  by  placing  her  in  the  pow- 
er'of  twenty-three  States  to  legislate  for  her,  upon  her 
interest:!,  and  witliin  the  grasp  of  tlie  treaty-making  pow- 
er, I  nevur  can  tliink  of  it,  without  instructions  from  the 
People  of  the  State  through  their  members  of  the  legia- 
lature. 
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Siippoiie,  for  ft  moment,  my  colleague's  amendment  had 
passed  and  became  a  law,  and  Con^ss  was  to  pass  a  law, 
saying  that  the  lands  in  their  Territory  shall  be  sold  for 
an  enormous  siim,  fixing  the  price.  Will  it  not  be  per- 
ceived at  once,  that  although  the  lands  were  to  be  ceded 
to  the  States,  and  the  States  tied  down  to  the  minimum 
price,  CoDg^ss  would  have  the  States  under  their  ham- 
mer, and  prevent  the  emigration  and  settlement  of  the 
States  ?  The  latter  part  of  my  colleague'^  amendment 
is  certainly  objectionable — it  declares  that,  in  the  cession 
of  the  lands  to  the  States,  they  are  to  be  ceded  "*  on  con- 
dition that  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the  limits  of 
any  State,  shall  hereafter  be  extinguislied  at  the  expense 
of  such  State."  What  is  meant  by  the  expense,  would 
be  diflicult  to  decide.  Sir,  "  expense  "  should  be  defin- 
ed before  the  People  of  a  State  should  be  placed  in  the 
humiliating  condition  of  submitting  to  an  onerous  tax, 
without  their  consent.  We  all  know  what  is  meant  by 
the  word  expense,  literally — "cost  and  charges."  The 
treaty-making  power  may  be  found  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  second  article  and  second  section,  in 
these  words:  ••  He  (meaning  the  President)  shall  have 
power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Sena- 
tors present  concur."  How  this  treaty-making  power 
may  understand  the  word  "  expense,"  is  yet  unknown. 
Will  it  be  understood  that  the  term  "  expense  "  includes 
costs  }  I  will  give  my  answer ;  It  does  mclude  «•  costs" 
and  '*  charges ; "  and  the  foi*mcr  includes  price,  expense, 
loss,  and  to  be  bought  for.  Should  the  answer,  which  I 
give  be  true,  as  to  the  term  "expense,"  will  it  not 
iblluw  that  my  colleague's  proposition  in  terms,  as  far  as 
I  have  mentioned  the  emphatical  ones,  be  injurif)us  to  the 
new  States,  where  the  public  lands  are  situated  f  The 
reason,  in  my  mind,  is  clear,  that  the  injury  is  self-evi- 
dent 

His  proposition  firat  declares  that  the  land  in  the  new 
States,  altlioug^i  to  be  ceded  to  the  States,  shall  not  be 
sold  at  a  lower  minimum  price  by  the  States,  than  the 
land  of  tlie  United  States  in  Territories,  and  the  price  to 
be  fixed  by  Congress,  before  the  State  authorities  can 
have  one  inch.  If  the  United  States  refuse  to  pass  any 
law  in  relation  to  their  territorial  lands,  the  settlements  of 
the  country  are  retarded,  and  the  States  remain  worse 
than  heretofore — even  territories,  as  to  the  waste  and  un- 
appropriated lands  within  tlie  boundaries  of  the  States. 
Secondly,  his  proposition  is  to  *' extinguish  "  the  Indian 
"  title  "  at  the  •«  expense  "  of  **  each  State,"  and  if  the 
answer  which  1  have  given  be  tnie,  it  follows  as  a  neces- 
sary conclu^sion,  that  **  title  "  is  claim — and  to  **  extin- 
guish," is  to  put  out  and  destroy — ^and  that  expense  in- 
cludes costs,  charges,  price,  loss,  to  be  bought  for. 
••Treaty  "  means  negotiation.  The  subjects  within  the 
negotiation  includes  expense,  cost,  charges,  title,  cxtin- 
piishment,  and  management. 

If  the  word  expense,  alone,  could  have  reference  to 
the  payment  of  the  Commissioners,  who  should  hold  the 
Treaty,  and  all  other  persons  emjdoyed  for  the  object, 
together  with  the  provi«ons  to  be  furnished  at  the  treaty 
ground,- ijAiould  not  be  so  fearful  of  consequences  as  to 
the  se^indipropoBltion  of  my  colleague.  The  term  ex- 
pense witt  include  blankets,  clothes,  scarlets,  calicos, 
aaddles,  horses,  and,  in  short,  every  article  furnished  the 
Indians  with  whom  you  treat. 

Let  roe  repeat,  if  Congpress  pass  a  law  fixing  the  price 
of  land  in  Territories,  at  so  high  a  price  that  it  cannot  be 
boujFht,  and  the  States  in  selling  their  lands  are  boimd  to 
conform  to  the  law,  and  the  States  liable  to  the  expenses 
of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title — in  the  latter  case,  the 
People  of  tlie  States  would  be  oppressed,  and  in  the  for- 
mer, the  settlements  of  the  States  Would  be  defeated. 

The  treaty-making  power  is  lodgvd  where  it  ought  to 
be,  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 


and  in  the  Senate.  I  have  fbund  the  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  there  let  it  remain,  for  it  never  can  be  ex- 
ercised to  the  injury  of  a  State. 

1  am  in  favor  of  ceding  the  bnds  to  the  new  States,  in 
which  they  lie,  by  the  consent  of  the  States,  and  that  the 
legislative  authority  of  the  States  sliall  dispose  of  the 
lands  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  as  fast  as  the 
lands  sell,  the  Stated  sliall  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  from  two  to  fmir  cents  per  acre. 

Sir,  the  only  mode  to  ascertain  the  consent  of  the 
States,  is  for  Congress  to  submit  (iroposilions  to  them,  for 
tlicir  free  acceptation  or  rejection,  and  if  finally  the  two 
contracting  parties  agree,  the  agreement  is  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  a  compact,  and  not  liable  to  be  altered  by 
the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

The  argiimrnlsuscd  "that  the  riglits  of  soil  and  taxa- 
tion arc  inseparable  fnim  the  sovereignity  of  every  inde- 
pendent Slate,"  1  beg  leave  to  dissent  from.  The  sove- 
reignty of  the  new  Slaccs  exists  at  this  day.  I  hold  that 
tlie  soil  and  taxation  are  separable  from  the  sovereignty. 
The  right  of  domain  or  estate  may  be  owned  by  others, 
within  the  limits  of  a  State — ^possessing  bovereig^ty, 
where  that  sovereignty  cannot  tax  the  soil.  In  the  year 
1816,  the  People  of  Indiana  formed  for  themselves  a  Con- 
stitution, and  was  in  the  same  year  admitted  into  this  Uni- 
on, accciriling  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  a  free  and  independent  State.  The  act 
of  April,  1816,  authorizing  the  People  of  the  Indiana 
I'erritory,  to  elect  members  to  the  Convention,  in  it  is  to 
be  found  propositions  submitted  to  the  Convention  for 
acceptation  or  rejection.  T\\e  Convention  accepted  the 
propositions,  and  thus  the  two  contracting  parties  agreed, 
tiiat  the  State  should  not  tax  any  tract  of  land  sold  by 
the  United  States,  for  five  years,  from  and  after  the  1st  of 
December,  1816,  for  any  purpose  whatever.  In  the 
same  act,  the  ordinance  of  the  13th  July,  1787,  is  refer- 
red to  J  and  it  declares:  *»1*he- Legislatures  of  those 
new  States  or  Districts  shall  never  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposul  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  nor  with  any  reg^ilations  Congress  may 
find  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bo- 
na fide  purchasi-rs.  No  tax  sliall  be  imposed  en  lands, 
the  property  uf  the  United  States  $  and  in  no  case  shall 
non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  resi- 
dents. 

Sir,  again  the  cession  act  of  Virginia,  in  the  year  1783, 
ceding  the  lands  to  the  United  States,  uses  these  words  : 
*'  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  all 
right,  title,  and  claim,  as  well  of  soil  as  of  jurisdiction, 
which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  territory  or 
tract  of  country  within  the  limits  of  the  Virginia  charter, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  to  the  northwest  of  the  river 
Oliio,  to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes,  and  on  th^  condi- 
tion of  the  act.'*  1  ask  for  what  purposes  f  The  answer 
is  given  in  the  act  of  cession,  ••  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  Union." 

1  might  cease  with  my  remarks  here  as  to  the  riglit  oC 
soil  and  taxation,  being  inseparable,  but  I  will  not 

111  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  you  will  find 
two  important  provisions.  The  first  reads:  ••Tlic  Con- 
g^ss  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
ful niles  and  rcgiilutions  respecting  the  territory  or. other 
property  belonging  to  tlie  United  States ;  and  nothing  in 
this  Constitution  shall  besoconstnied  as  to  prejudice  any 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State. ^' 
The  second  reads  :  •^  All  debts  contracted,  ami  engajg^e- 
ipentrentered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  constitu- 
tion, shall  be  as  valul  against  the  United  States,  under 
this  Constitution,  as  under  tlie  confederation. 

Sir,  is  it  possible  that  the  arg^imcnt  can  be  .considered 
correct  ?  ••that  the  righte  of  soil  ami  taxation «« inaepa- 
rable  from  the  sovereignty  of  every  independent  Slate," 
unless  it  can  be  shewn  from  tlie  date  of  tlie  articles  of 
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confederation,  that  Ihe  cession  act  of  Virginia,  ordinance 
for  llie  government  of  territories^  an*l  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  are  frauds,  and  so  were  intended  in 
their  consummation  to  operate  upon  the  sovereignty  of 
new  States  to  be  admitted  into  this  Union?  To  prov0 
the  argument,  you  must  advance  one  step  further,  and 
prove  the  People  of  the  territories  to  have  been  gfuilty 
of  a  fraud  ;  because,  under  acts  of  Congress  autliorizing 
them  to  hoU  a  Convention  for  tlic  purpose  of  framing  a 
Constitution,  in  tlie  same  acts,  there  are  express  prohibi- 
tions against  the  States  taxing  the  soil  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  People  by  onlinances  su.-^oined  to  tlicir  Consti- 
tutions, declare  that  the  new  States  to  bb  admitted,  have 
no  poiwer  to  meddle  with  or  tax  the  soil-  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

I  am  awai«  tliat  the  Senators  are  tired  of  the  subject, 
and  will  not  detain  them  on  this  pomt  longer  than  to  say 
a  few  words.  The  arguments  of  my  colleague,  I  insist 
upon  it,  he  has  abandoned.  The  reason  1  assign  for  my 
assertion  is  this :  If  his  argument  be  correct,  (and  I  would 
sooner  trust  him  than  myself,)  his  propositions  cannot  be 
true.  l*he  moment  Indiana,  or  any  other  new  State,  was 
admitted  into  this  Union,  the  State  possessed  sovereignty ; 
and  if  by  vi*  tue  of  the  sovereignty  she  had  a  right  to  tax 
the  soil  belonging  to  tl)e  United  States,  the  proposition 
to  cede  the  lands  to  the  new  States,  upon  two  conditions, 
was  entirely  uncalled  for.  The  sovereignty  was  complete, 
upon  the  admission  of  the  State  into  this  Union. 

Sir,  il  the  State  of  Indiana  had  a  right  to  tax  and  claim 
the  soil  within  her  boundaries,  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  why  make  the  appc  al  to  Congress  to  cede  ?  Should 
it  be  true  that  tlie  lands  belong  to  Indiana,  why  call  upon 
Congress  ?  Why  not  take  the  power  into  our  own  hands  ? 
If  the  arguments  be  coirect  as  presented,  the  new  States 
arc  safe,  and  let  them  proceed  without  delay  to  send  out 
their  own  surveyors,  abolish  the  land  offices  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  drive  them  out  of  the  States,  and  establisli  their 
•wn.  To  settle  the  differeuces  between  the  United 
States,  the  new  States,  or  any  one  of  them,  the  judicial 
power  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  i«:tation  to  public 
lands,  is  all  sufficient,  and  that,  too,  witliout  resort  to 
anns.  The  new  States  never  will  be  induced  nor  seduced 
to  array  themselves  against  this  Union. 

If  any  State  had  attempted  to  seize  upon  the  public 
huida^  under  color  of  authority,  and  the  controversy  sub- 
mitted to  the  Federal  Courts,  the  decision  would  have 
been  against  her,  as  it  was  in  the  celebrated  case  from 
Ohio,  when  the  Legisdature  of  tliat  State  attempted  to  tax 
and  drive  beyond  her  limits  'he  Banks  of  tlie  United 
States,  on  which  occasion,  a  distinguished  Uwyer,  Mr. 
llaaunond,  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  The  costs  accruing 
in  the  controversy  between  the  State'  of  Ohio  and  the 
United  States,  I  know  not  the  amount. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  shall  never  legislate  without 
the  consent  of*  those  I  represent,  to  involve  them  in  dis- 
putes, and  the  payment  of  taxes. 

Legislation  is  but  a  compromise  of  opinion  ;  and  it  we 
would  not  tread  upon  each  others  heels  too  much  in  pro- 
jects, and  all  unite  to  adhere  to  engagements,  contracts, 
cession  acta,  ordinances,  constitutions,  which  have  been 
adopted,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Union,  and  merely 
content  ourselves  by  claiming  on  the  paK  of  Congress  to 
fulfil  their  engagemcnU  with  the  new  States,  making  the 
roads  promised,  and  such  other  objects,  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  all,  we  should  dischai^  our  duty  fully,  and  ac- 
oomplibh  more  for  the  new  States,  and  for  the  interest  of 
Che  Union. 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  &c. 
as  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Utjs^ 
TOW,]  and  every  poilion  of  it,  is  wortiiy  of  considera- 
tion. 

The  fint  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  the  graduation 


of  the  prices  of  the  public  lands,  (heretofore  oiTered  at 
public  sale,)  commencing  on  the  4th  of  July,  1838,  and 
ending  the  4th  of  July,  1832,  for  one  dollar  per  acre  to 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and 
after  the  latter  period,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  sere. 

The  second  section  gfoes  upon  the  same  principle  of 
graduation  in  reference  to  the  public  lands,  with  tbisdif- 
fei-ence,  it  is  confined  to  the  lands  hereafter  to  be  of- 
ferctl  at  public  sale,  and  after  the  sale,  the  principle  ap- 
plies. 

The  third  section  refers  to  a  written  permisnon  on  be- 
half of  i^n  individual  to  be  obtained  firom  the  Kegisterv  of 
the  Land  Offices  and  Receivers  of  Public  Mone}r8,  to  set* 
tie  on  any  half  quarter  section  of  land  within  their  respect 
tive  districts  which  shall  remain  unsold  for  the  space  of 
one  year  after  having  been  offered  at  fifly  cents  per  acre{ 
upon  condition  that,  if  the  individual  shall  forthwith  settle 
thereupon,  and  cultivate  the  same  for  five  consecutive 
years,  and  be'mg  a  citizen  of  tlie  United  States  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  tlie  said  individual  upon  proof  of  settlement, 
cultivation,  and  citizensliip,  shall  liave  a  patent  for  the 
half  quarter  section  donated.  This  section  is  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  poor. 

The  fourth  section  merely  refers  to  the  fees  of  land  of* 
fic^rs. 

1*he  fidh  section  is  all  important ;  and  that  it  may  be 
fully  appreciated,  1  use  the  words :  *<  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  all  the  land  which  shall  remain  unsold  for 
one  year  after  after  having  been  offered  at  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  i%  ceded 
in  full  property  to  the  States  in  which  the  same  lie. 

Mr.  President, 'in  a  few  minutes  I  am  done  with  the 
subject,  except  to  vote.  The  five  sections  contained  in 
the  bill,  violates  no  one  act  ef  the  Government  from  the 
date  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  nor  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  up  to  the  present  date.  All  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  proceed  upon  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency, and  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all ;  and  every  sen- 
tence is  marked  with  consideration  and  profit  for  the  wtiolc 
Union. 

l*he  fifth  section  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  whole 
Union,  though,  at  the  first  blush,  might  not  appear  so, 
but  when  examuied,  and  its  effects,  it  will  appear.  The 
operation  is  this,  that  when  the  lands  cease  to  be  of  little 
or  no  value,  or,  in  other  words,  the  refuse  landa  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  States,  they  cease  to  be  a  common 
benefit  for  the  whole  Union.  Should  this  sUte  of 
of  things  exist,  the  expenses  of  keeping  up  your  land  of- 
fices will  result  in  the  costs  to  the  whole  Union,  and  over- 
run the  profits,  and  therefore  the  lands  no  longer  be  a  com- 
mon benefit  for  all.  Then  wiU  be  the  true  time  for  the 
Slates  to  operate,  and  open  her  sales  of  the  hmdt  as  the 
States  may  direct,  without  being  embarrassed  by  Con- 
gressional acts  or  the  force  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
If,  however,  as  I  before  observed,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  will  submit  propontiona  to  the  new  States 
for  their  full  acceptation  or  rejection,  and  the  States  con- 
sent to  take  the  lands  at  a  pnce  they  may  agm  on,  I  r*"* 
content. 

With  my  voice  to  tax  the  people  of  tliel 
the  operation  of  the  treaty-making  power,^ 
consent,  tlie  people  of  Indiana  must  so  direct  me. 

Some  explanatory  conversation  took  place  between 
Messrs.  NOBLB  and  UAUKISON. 

Mr.  BAR  TON  offered  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  to  fix 
the  price  of  public  hind  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  in  cases 
whero  land  should  have  been  exposed  fur  sale  five  years, 
to  allow  any  individual  to  settle  upon  it ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing  occupied  it  for  five  years,  to  receive  a  certificate  from 
the  land  office. 

Mr.  BfiN'I'ON  moved  that  the  bUl  lie  on  the  table  until 
to  morrow.    Agreed  to. 
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Thqrsdat.  Apuil  o,  1828. 
JUDICIAL  PKOCESS. 
On  mothnV  of  Mr.  KANE»  tlie  bill  to  regulate  judicial 
process  in  the  Siates  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the 
year  1789,  was  taken  up,  and  a  substitute  for  the  bill  pro- 
posoi  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciat7  being  under 
coiuuderatton»  a  debate  of  great  length  occurred,  in  which 
Messrs.  BERRIEN,  KOWAN,  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana, 
and  WHITE,  participated. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  word  *•  now"  from  the  thinl  section.  The  object 
df  this  motion  was,  to  include  tlie  laws  which  might  herc- 
lifler  be  passed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States, 
in  relation  to  final  process,  so  that  the  rules  relative  to 
esLecutiQii,  which  the  States  might  hereafter  adopt  for 
tbeis  local  courts,  should  be  adopted  in  the  United  Statea' 
Couris> 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WEBSTER  and 
JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
HO  WAN  and  WHITE.  Mes!>rs.  TAZEWELL  and  BER. 
HI  EN- also  made  a  few  remarks;  when  the  question  re- 
curring, and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  on 
^  motion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  ntotion  was  rejtrcted. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  third 
section,  purporting  to  give  the  powtr  to  the  Judges  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  several  Slates,  to 
adopt  any  rules  which  may  be  made,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  State  Legislatures,  for  the  rcguhklion  of  tlie  State 
Courts ;  which  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  ROWAN,  BKR- 
UIEN,  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  and  TAZEWELL ; 
and  ilie  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  Mr. 
WHITE  renewed  his  motion  to  amend,  by  atriking  out 
the  word  *'  now"  from  Uie  Bilh  line  of  the  third  section, 
wlkicb  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment,  as  amended  in  tlie  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  liaving  been  agreed  to»  Mr.  ROWAN  moved  to 
insert,  in  the  14th  line  of  the  first  section,  the  words 
••  in  matters  of  form,"  so  as  to  restrict  tJie  Judj^s  of  the 
United  States'  Courts  from  framing  otiier  ndes  in  relation 
to  mesne  process,  than  such  as  related  to  niattei-s  of  form. 
'l1iia  motion  was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  BERRI- 
EN, ROWAN,  WEBSTER,  and  TAZEWELL,  and  was 
negatived. 

The  bill  was,  after  further  debate,  finally  ordered  to  be 
CMgrasscd  for  a  third  i-cading. 


KaiDAT,  Apbil  4,  1828. 
FAYMENl*  OF  INTEREST  TO  S  lATES. 

On  motitNi  oTMr.  CHAMBERS,  the  bill  making  fuither 
provision  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  moneys  expend- 
ed during  the  late  war,  for  the  public  defence,  by  the 
States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvama,  Delaware,  Marylami, 
and  Virginia,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  t^^MBERS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  re- 
portc^^Hkic  Jttfficiary  Committee,  so  as  to  make  the 
paymd^HErctufore  made,  applicable  in  the  fii'st  case 
to  the  oRnguishment  of  interest.  He  gave  a  history  of 
the  claims  which  the  States  had  preferred,  and  contend- 
ed that  the  law  to  which  this  bill  is  a  supplement  was  in- 
tended to  efiVct  the  same  object  which  would  be  attained 
by  adopting  his  amendment.  The  United  States,  by  re- 
imbursing the  money,  had  adopted  the  principle  that  the 
debt  was  properly  created,  and  by  the  act  of  Congress 
directing  interest  to  be  |>atd,  had  avowed  the  principle 
that  the  States  ought  not  to  sustain  a  loss  by  providing 
those  means  <^de&ncc  which  the  safety  of  their  lives  and 
their  property  requhvd,  and  which  the  Utittod  States 
ought  to  have  furnished  ;  but  which  the  total  want  of 
means  made  it  impossible  for  her  to  funiiali.     The  only 


just  principle  which  applied  to  the  case,  was  to  indem- 
nify the  States  from  loss  by  the  operation.  The  erroneous 
constniction  put  upon  the  law  ot  Congress  by  the  ThinI 
Auditor  had  defeated  entirely  this  Object.  In  Maryland, 
the  amount  loaned  to  the  United  States  was  borrowetl 
by  the  State,  and  before  tlie  reimbursement  by  the  Unite«l 
States  the  Stale  had  paid  off  that  Icmn  by  a  transfer  of 
United  States'  six  per  cent,  stock.  In  some  of  the  other 
States  the  amotmt  loaned  to  the  United  States  had  been 
derived  from  the  sates  of  stock  owned  by  the  State,  and 
bearing  an  interest.  In  these  cases  the  States  lust  the 
interest  to  the  same  extent  as  if  they  had  borrriwed  Ilie 
money  at  the  given  rale  of  interest,  and  had  paid  that  in- 
terest regularly.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  State  haul  funds 
in  the  Treasury,  and  by  advancing  it  to  the  United  States 
was  compelled  aflerwanis  to  borrow,  on  interest,  to  raise 
money  to  supply  the  place  of  it,  thus  experiencing  the 
same  loss  in  the  result.  The  Auditor,  however,  felt  him- 
self bound  by  the  letter  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  had 
not  allowed  interest  in  any  case,  except  where  the  States 
had  paid  interest  on  the  specific  fund,  which  furnished 
the  means  of  advancing  to  the  United  States,  and  only 
so  long  as  (myments  were  made  to  discharge  that  interest. 
In  the  case  of  Maryland,  for  ilhistration,  (and  the  princi- 
ple is  the  same  in  regard  to  the  otiier  States,)  interest 
ceased  to  be  allowed  to  her  so  sooii  as  slie  disposed  of 
her  United  States'  stock,  and  paid  oil  the  loan,  although 
the  very  act  of  disposing  of  that  slock  caused  to  her  the 
loss  of  the  dividends  on  it,  equal,  aiMl  rather  more  than 
equal,  to  tlie  interest  she  claimed.  Yet,  the  money  lost 
being  divitlenda,  and  not  interest  paid  out  of  Jier  I'l^a- 
sury,  the  Audrtor  did  not  feel  authorized  to  \my  intci-est 
beyond  that  period.  The  amendment  of  the  committee 
fully  provides  for  this  mischief,  and  properljr  enacts^  that, 
where  loans  or  advances  have  been  made,  interest  shall 
be  paid  from  the  time  of  the  advance  to  the  time  of  pay- 
ment. 

The  amendment  now  proposed  by  him  was  intended 
to  meet  another  difficulty.  Reimbursement  bad  been 
made  by  partial  payments  The  whole  amount,  in  the 
case  of  Maryland,  had  never  been  reimbursed,  and  one* 
half  of  it  would  be  lost  in  any  event.  But,  from  thnc  to 
time,  partial  payments  were  made,  as  the  Auditor  became 
satisfied  of  their  propriety.  Mr.  C.  read  from  a  statement 
the  sums  and  dates.  By  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  by  the  decisions  of  the 
courts  of  MaiyUnd,  and,  he  understood,  the  laws  of  all 
the  States  concerned,  whenever  a  payment  is  made  in 
pait  discharge  of  a  debt  consisting  of  principal  and  in- 
terest, it  is  proper  to  apply  so  much  of  the  sum  paid  as  is>. 
equal  to  the  interest  accnicd,  to  the  extinguishment  of 
the  interest  in  the  first  place,  and  the  residue  to  the  dis- 
charge  of  part  of  the  principal.  The  Ti-easurer  of  the 
Western  Shore  of  Maryland  bad  earnestly  contcmled  for 
this  principle  in  the  settlement  of  the  jnterest  account 
with  the  United  States,  and  made  an  aWe  arwiraont  on 
the  subject.  The  Auditor,  however,  opposed  the  tech- 
nical difficulty  that  the  sums  reimbursed  were  paid  as 
principal,  and  could  never  thereafter  be  considered  as  in- 
terest, in  wliole  or  in  part.  The  Treasurer,  in  his  opinion, 
was  clearly  right,  ami  the  Auditor  as  clearly  wrong.  If, 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  payment  of  a  claim  bearing  in- 
terest was  directed,  and,  thereafter,  partial  payments 
should  be  made,  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  final  adjust- 
men(  would  be  made  in  the  mode  claimed  by  Mitryland. 
By  directing  interest  to  be  paid  to  those  States,  C<»grc*« 
had,  in  efi'ect,  directed  the  adjuRtmenl  to  b«  niade,as  if 
tiMJ  claim  had  originally  been  acknowledged  with  interest, 
riie  Slate,  in  its  pecuniary  transaclioiis,  pays  according 
to  this  principle  \  and  if,  in  disclwrging  itself  of  ll>e  debt 
contracleil  in  provkhiig  this  very  fund,  partial  payment* 
had  been  made  to  its  creditors,  the  same  priticiple  would 
have  been  applied.     Citizens  of  the  State  were  governed 
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by  llic  same  principle,  in  paying  or  receiving  their  debts, 
f  >iir  own  laws  recopfnize  the  i»ropricty  of  it,  and  cominon 
pntdence  and  justice  require  that,  where  one  part  of  a 
debt  being  inten^st,  i^  unprofitable,  and  another  part  be- 
ing principal,  is  productive,  the  creditor  should  first  re- 
ceive payment  of  that  portioti  which  is  unproductive,  if 
the  debtor  caimot  satisfy  both. 

He  presumed  the  committee  had  intended  Uic  amend- 
ment reported  by  them  to  have  this  effect ;  but,  know- 
ing the  pi'econceived  opinions  of  t lie  Auditor,  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  he  con* 
siilered  it  neccsnary  to  insert  l»nguage  wliich  could  ad- 
mit of  no  doubt. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amemlment  of  Mr. 
C.  it  was  decided  iw  the  affirmative— 16  to  11. 

Mt.  TYLER  moved  an  amendment,  that  liic  rate  of  in- 
terest should  be  the  same  as  that  paid  by  tiie  States  for 
money  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  Uuited  States  ;  which 
was  explained  by  Mr.  TYLEK,  who  stated  that,  when 
Virginia  was  called  on  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  the  war, 
her  Treabury  was  empty,  and  she  resortetl  to  loans  ;  at 
that  time  the  funds  could  not  be  obtained  lower  than  7 
or  8  per  cent,  which  was  paid.  He  could  not  doubt  for 
a  moment  that  the  United  States  woidd  see  tiie  justice  of 
paying  the  rate  of  interest  given  by  Lite  State  for  this  mo 
ney,  which  was  expemleil  in  no  pi-odigal  spirit,  but  with 
a  patriotic  desire  of  aiding  the  great  cause  in  which  the 
country  was  then  en^ged. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  amcnd- 
Qient,  with  a  limitation,  so  as  to  confine  tiie  aniouiit  of  in- 
terest, over  the  legal  rate,  to  the  perioil  during  which  it 
was  paid.  After  the  exigency  waa  over,  the  rale  oi  in- 
tervst  Wofdd  be  tlie  legal  rate.  He,  therefore,  wislied 
the  unicndmcnt  might  bo  modified,  so  as  to  fix  the  limita- 
tion to  the  time  during  which  the  extra  interest  was  paid. 

Mr.  'ITLEH  agreed  to  the  suggestion,  and  modified 
his  amemlnient  accordingly. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thougjit  there  ought  to  be  but  one 
rite  of  interest  in  all  these  payments.  There  never  was, 
he  believed,  an  instance  in  whi^h  the  United  States  had 
paid  more  than  legal  interest  'I'he  moneys  paid  by  the 
States  had  been  sometimes  paid  advantageously,  as  they 
had  applied  their  depreciated  Bank  notes  to  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  WEBSTER obscrvedthat  legal  interest  was  diflTer- 
cnt  in  different  SUtcs.  In  some  it  was  eight,  in  others  se- 
veu,  and  in  others  six  per  cent.  Tiie  principle  on  which 
tliis  bill  was  founded,  was  that,  when  the  United  States 
applies  to  the  States  to  advance  money,  the  expense  to 
which  those  States  are  subjected,  by  complying  witli  the 
recpiisitions  of  the  General  Government,  ought  to  be  re- 
funded. 

Mr.  TYLER'S  motioji  to  amend  was  tlien  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAYNB  observed  that  a  new  principle  seemed 
about  to  be  adopted,  and  he  thought  it  ouglit  to  be  ap- 
plied uniformly  to  all  tlie  Stales.  He  sliould,  therefore, 
move  to  insert  South  Carolina  after  Vii^nia,  so  as  to  ex- 
tend this  provision  of  interest  to  tliat  Ststte,  as  well  as  to 
others. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said,  that,  when  Uie  bill  for  the  pay- 
roent  of  interest  to  the  Slate  of  Soudi  Carolina  was  be- 
fore the  Senate,  he  ha<l  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  it. 
The  law  upon  this  subject  had  been  for  many  years  set- 
tleif,  and  that  bill  he  considered  an  innovation.  Money 
had  often  been  loaned  by  the  States  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment ;  but  no  interest  had  been  paid  upon  those 
loans  ;  and  he  considered  the  principle  on  w  hicli  it  was 
withttf.'ld  to  be,  that  it  was  trxpeniled  in  the  common 
cause,  ami  ft>r  the  public  gcMnl.  llie  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  went  to  establish  a  new  mode  of  compen- 
sation, which  went  even  further  than  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  South  Carolina,  nnd  which  he  thought  hostile  to 
the  {mncipic  hitherto  adopted  by  the  Govcmment     U« 


was  opposed  to  this  proposition  ;  indeed,  h^  was  opposed 
to  the  whole  bill,  as  a^inst  tlie  course  hitherto  pursued 
by  Congress,  and  which  had  been  acted  on  for  tliirteeii 
yean  :  for  a  change  of  which  he  saw  no  good  reason. 
He  did  not  intend  to  argue  that  the  bill  pro|iosed  any 
thing  radically  wrong  i  but  it  unsettled  a  principle  that 
had  been  long  established  and  understood.  He  saw  no 
probable  end  to  the  system  which  this  bill  wouhl  com- 
mence, as  interest  must  be  paid  on  all  similar  claims  to 
au  indefinite  amount. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  luul  not  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  on  a  former  occasion,  to 
have  Ktated  that  the  money  advanced  by  that  State  was 
hired  hy  the  State  for  the  public  service,  but  that  the 
money  had  been  drawn  from  the  State  Bank.  It  was 
also  stated,  that  the  dividends  on  the  remaining  funds 
had  been  V2  per  cent.  Hence,  lie  supposed,  it  was  argu- 
ed that  the  advances  cost  the  State  V2  per  cpnt.  or  tliat 
that  was  the  rate  of  intenst.  He  did  not  see  how  the 
State  could  come  in  and  iJaim  per  centage  on  tlie  money, 
according  to  what  the  Dank  might  have  made  upon  if, 
had  it  not  been  dmwn  out  of  tlic  vaults  for  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  HAYNE  considered  that  South  Carolina  was  enti- 
tled to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  States. 
He  refrained  from  any  remarks,  at  present,  on  the  gene- 
ral principle,  as  they  would  be  more  appropriate  rn  a  more 
advanced  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Oiiio  [Mr.  Ruogleh]  bad  said  that  he  could  see  no  enil  to 
the  system  which  this  bill  would  have  the  effect  to  esta- 
blisli.  I  hope,  s:ud  Mr.  W. ,  we  shall  never  see  an  end  of 
it,  uiit>l  all  the  claims  of  the  States  are  settled,  exactly  as 
we  would  settle  the  claims  of  individuals.  This  bill  pro- 
vided for  claims  of  fiecidiar  merit.  The  loans  of  money 
on  which  interest  was  to  be  paid  were  of  a  tliflerent  nature 
from  incidental  advances  made  on  unexpected  occur- 
rences. Where  some  emci^ncy  calls  far  an  advance  on 
the  p:u't  of  a  State,  the  principal  alone  would  be  refund- 
ed :  but  where  the  State  was  called  upon  by  the  General 
Government  to  borrow  money,  to  be  applied  to  ttie  eenc- 
ral  defence,  the  case  was  materially  diH'erent.  Had  the 
States  oflered  these  hxuis  to  the  General  Government, 
and  sought  in  thii*  manner  to  draw  interest  upon  their 
fiinds,  ami  misc  those  funds  from  their  own  resources, 
they  would  have  no  riglit  to  ask  for  more  than  legal  in- 
terest. For  instance,  to  take  a  case.  If  a  State  liave 
stock  which  is  worth  13  per  cent,  above  par,  and  sees  fit 
to  make  a  loan  of  the  proceeds  of  tliat  stock  to  the  Go- 
vernmcnt,  it  has  no  ckiim  beyond  legal  interest.  But  if 
tlie  State  is  a8ke<l  by  the  Gwiieral  Government  to  loan  of 
other  individuals  the  required  money,  anil  were  necessi- 
tated, in  doing  so,  to  pay  an  exorbitant  rale  of  interest, 
the  Govcrnjnent  was,  he  considered,  bound  to  pay  that 
rate  us  long  as  it  was  paid  by  the  State,  and  afterwards, 
until  the  time  of  closing  the  account,  to  pay  legal  intercut 
only.  He  hoped  some  principle  would  be  settlctl  on 
which  those  claims  shouUl  be  adjusted.  Itwas  an  er- 
roneous o{>inion,  that  because  the  States  acMlhkl  their 
own  funds,  drawn  from  their  Banks^  that  d#^Bl  for  in- 
terebt  upon  such  loans  was  just.  The  fundJ^Ta  State 
deposited  in  the  vaults  of  a  Bank  were  not  dead.  And 
he  woukl  ask,  whether  the  loss  of  interest  upon  that  mo- 
ney was  not  the  same,  whether  drawn  from  a  Bank  or 
Ifianed  from  an  individual  ?  The  only  difference  in  tlie 
two  casca  wouhl  be  the  rate  It  was  true,  it  might  be 
urged,  that  the  Stale  in  such  cases  stooil  in  different  pc- 
sitHins-^in  one  it  was  the  agent,  in  the  other  a  party. 
But,  said  Mr.  W.,  1  never  could  umlerstand  why  tl:e 
States  were  not  entitled  to  interest  upon  their  loajisr. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Kuoolks]  says  that  tie 
money  is  expended  for  the  common  cause— the  public 
good.    Now,  that  is  the  very  roflson,  in  my  mind,  why 
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they  should  be  paid  out  of  the  common  funds  of  the  Ge- 
lieral  Government  The  principle  was  the  same  as  in 
case  of  a  loan  made  by  an  individual.  It  was  optional 
with  the  State  to  loan  the  money  or  not  The  Govern- 
ment calls  upon  the  States  for  these  advances.  One  State 
will  loan  her  funds,  anotlier  will  not.  Thus  far  the  case 
is  the  same  as  tliough  individuals  had  been  applied  to. 
And  why  is  not  the  similarity  carried  tlirough  to  the  end  ? 
Why  is  not  the  State  to  be  treated  as  an  individual  would 
be  ?  He  believed  it  the  clieapcst  money  of  which  tJie 
Govemm^t  had  ever  availed  itself.  It  was  true  there 
mi^ht  be  something  in  tlic  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  that  tliere  had  been  instances  in  which  the 
States  had  paid  out  their  depreciated  currency.  Ai^  in- 
cidental transaction  of  that  nature  did  not  aficct  the  main 
question.  And  he  wished  to  be  infoitned  whether  there 
was  any  principle  on  which  tlic  Government  might  be 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  interest  on  money  bor- 
rowed by  the  States,  at  its  own  request.  If  any  such 
principle  existed,  he  hoped  it  would  be  stated. 

Bir.  COUli  s;rid  that  tlie  principle  on  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  hitherto  refused  to  pay  interest  on  advances 
of  money  was  tliis :  that,  although  a  balance  was  due  the 
claimant,  yet  the  time  that  intervened  between  the  exist 
cnce  of  the  debt  and  its  being  presented  for  payment, 
and  on  which  interest  would  be  demanded,  was  caused 
by  the  delay  of  the  claimant,  and  not  from  any  fault  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  liut,  said  Mr.  C,  it  is  well 
to  inquire  how  this  money  was  expended  on  which  these 
States  ask  interest.  Why,  so  it  is:  Virginia  took  the 
money  to  carry  on  the  war.  She  did  not  burrow  the  mo- 
ney to  give  to  the  United  States.  But  it  was  expended 
by  her  own  officers  ;  and,  until  their  accotints.were  pre- 
sented at  the  Depailment,  the  Government  could  not 
know  what  amount  was  due  to  Virginia.  So  it  was  witii 
South  Carolina.  Until  the  Slate  officeis  presented  their 
accounts,  and  proved  their  claims,  the  Government  could 
not  adjust  them ;  and,  as  this  delay  was  no  fault  of  the 
United  States,  they  did  not  consider  themselves  bound 
to  pay  interest  during  this  delay  of  bringing  in  the  ac- 
counts, lie  believed  it  was  the  same  with  Mainland  and 
the  other*  States  provided  for  by  the  bill.  The  United 
States  has  always  been  wiUing  to  pay  the  demands  as 
soon  as  presented  witli  sufficient  vouchers.  Hut  the  Se- 
nate was  now  about  to  establish  a  novel  principle,  which 
he  warned  them  to  avoid,  as  it  would  istablish  the  princi- 
ple of  paying  interest  on  all  claims  that  might  be  present- 
ed, and  which  might  have  I'emained  unliquidated  for  a 
series  of  years,  which  he  thought  was  peculiai'ly  danger- 
ous. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  MarylaiHK  read  some  documents  in  re- 
lation to  the  claim  of  Amasa  Stetson. 

Mr.  UUGGLES  made  a  brief  statement  of  the  princi- 
ple on  whidi  the  Committee  of  Claims  decided  in  this 
case.. 

Mr.  CH  AMIIERS  remarked,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
rule  adopted  in  settling  the  claim  of  Mr.  Stetson,  he  hop- 
ed the  claims  of  these  States  would  t>e  settled  equitably. 
The  MfPjV'^^  ^"  which  he  grounded  his  support  of  the 
bill,  AfejHkt  in  any  transaction  between  an  individual 
and  twOP^ernmcnt,  the  same  rule  ought  to  be  obsei'ved 
ab  between  two  individuals.  If  this  was  a  correct  rule, 
why  sliould  it  not  apply  also  to  transactions  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  SUites }  In  relation  to  Mary- 
Uiid,  he  ivmarkcd,  tliat  when  these  advances  of  money 
were  made,  they  Jiad  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to  the 
ravages  of  our  enemies,  ur  proceed  on  their  own  funds. 
In  that  time  of  general  panic,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  accounts  of  the  moneys  expended  could  be  kept 
with  the  most  satisfactory  accuracy  ;  and,  when  presented 
at  the  Department,  tliey  were  found  to  lack  that  perfect 
order  and  mercantile  regularity  necessary  for  their  ac- 
ceptance.    A  lai^ge  auMHinti  thcrctore,  of  the  claims^  and 


interest  upon  them,  would  never  be  received.  The  in- 
vestigation of  the  accounts  at  the  Treasury  Department 
was  tlie  cause  of  the  delay  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  Certainly  it  did  not  attach  to  the  officers 
of  the  State.  As  to  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  that  the  rule  had  been  adopted  to  pay  no  interest 
on  these  claims,  he  [Mr.  C]  would  refer  him  to  the  act 
in  favor  of  Virginia,  in  which  the  Government  pledges 
itself  to  pay  the  sums  expended,  both  principal  and  inte- 
rest. We,  therefore,  said  Mr.  C,  ask  Congress  merely 
to  adopt  that  mode  of  adjusting  the  interest  of  these 
claims  which  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  this  country 
has  adopted.  The  principle  has  been  settled  \  and  the 
remaining  question  is  as  to  the  form.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  gone  over  the  objection  which  it  would 
have  been  proper  to  urge  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  \k%  agreeing  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  advances 
made  by  the  States.  He  hoped  Congress  would  do  to 
the  States  .what  tiiey  were  bound  to  do  to  their  own  citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  MAKKS  explained,  at  some  length,  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  money  advanced  by  Pennsylva- 
nia had  been  loaned  [but  which  we  cannot  give,  as  our 
reporter  was  unable  to  hear  distinctly  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman.]  He  observed  tliat  llie  greater  part  ot  the 
sums  loaned  by  Pennsylvania  were  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  troops  kept  up  a*  Presque  Isle,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  shipping  which  was  built  tliere.  The  ac- 
counts had  been  presented  in  1818,  and  all  paid,  with  the 
exception  of  13,000  dollars.  He  saw  no  reason  whpr  in- 
terest sliould  not  be  paid  on  this  loan  as  well  as  on  indi- 
vidual advances. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  HAYNE  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KNIGHI*  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  an 
additional  section,  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
moneys  advanced  by  Rhode  Island;  on  which  some  conver- 
sation occurred  between  Messrs.  BAUNAKD,  KNIGUT, 
COBB,  and  CIIAMBKRS. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that,  if  this  was  a  iiew  principle, 
and  was  to  be  applied  to  other  States,  lie  knew  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  withheld  from  Rhode  Uland.  As  to 
the  objection  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^ia, 
[Mr.  Cobb]  that  the  money  was  disbursed  by  the  Stale 
officers,  he  [Mr.  H.]  thouglit  it  strengthened  the  claim. 
Mr.  COBB  said  the  genUeman  misapprehended  liira. 
He  had  stated  that  the  reason  why  interest  was  not  for- 
merly paid,  was  because  the  accounu  were  not  brought 
in.  It  could  not  be  exp^sted  that  tlie  United  States 
would  pay  interest,  until  they  knew  what  was  ilie  amount 
due  to  the  States,  and  on  which  it  was  to  be  paid.  Hie 
gentleman  from  Maryland  said  tliat  two  hundred  and 
thirty-thousand  dollars  of  the  clkims  of  tliat  State  had 
been  paid,  on  their  being  presented  at  the  Department, 
with  interest  upon  the  amount.  He  says  tliat  there  is 
one  hundred  and  seventy  tliuusand  dollars  which  has  not 
been  adjusted  \  and  it  is  on  this  latter  sum  that  interest 
is  now  to.  be  pakl.  And  he  would  ask  whether  *>*«  9*J" 
veriiment  was  bound  to  pay  interest  on  claims,  of  which 
the  State  of  Maryland  had  not  brought  forward  the  evi- 
dence ?  He  put  the  question  to  the  Senate  and  to  tlie 
gentleman  himsoif. 

Mr.  KNIGH  r  said  the  case  of  Rhode  Island  was  not 
the  same  as  that  of  other  SUtes.  In  the  accounts  ren- 
dered against  the  Government  interest  was  not  charged. 
The  amount  would  not  be  very  laigc— being  interest  lor 
about  three  years  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  tliousand 
dollars.  But,  as  the  principle  was  applied  to  other  SUtes, 
lie  thought  Rhode  Island  equally  eutiUed  to  ite  benefit. 
Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  say  one  word  to  the  gentlcroaii 
from  Georgia.  l1ie  time,  as  he  thought,  when  mlerest 
ouglit  to  commence  oo  these  Iomis^  was  when  the  sums 
were  difbuned  firom  tU«  State  TrcMuries.    U  inMi«  no 
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djfierence  whether  the  money  wm  disbursed  by  the  Unit- 
ed SUtes*  offieen  or  the  State  officers,  whether  for  the 
|>ay  of  the  regular  troops  or  militia,  or  both.  If  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  General  Government  to  provide  these  fumls, 
then  undoubtedly  the  General  Government  was  bound  to 
)ay  the  sums  with  interest  from  the  time  they  were  issued 
rom  the  luinds  of  the  States.  The  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal was  a  tacit  acknowledgement  that  the  claim  fi>r  in- 
terest was  just  and  valid.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has 
said  that  it  is  against  the  principle  estabUshe<1  by  the  Go- 
vernment. Duty  said  Mr.  B.,  this  case  tieems  an  excep- 
tion. The  States  applied  lo  the  Department  for  the  in- 
terest on  their  advances,  and  they  were  refused  ^  but  on 
application  to  Congress,  it  was  allowed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  seems  to  think  this  bill  is  to  establish 
a  new  rule.  On  the  contrary,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  nile  has 
been  observed  ever  since  the  pius:^  of  the  Virginia  acts. 
The  Third  Auditor  had  establish^  an  t-rroneous  rule, 
lie  paid  interest  as  long  as  the  State  paid  it :  but  when 
they  stopped,  he  stopped.  Congress,  however,  had  long 
acknowledged  tlie  principle ;  and  it  certainly  could  not  be 
calleil  a  new  one. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  read  the  act  passed  in  favor  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  further  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  would  make  a  single  remark  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  over  the  way.  The  conduct 
of  the  Government  had  uniformly  been,,  when  a  State 
came  forward  with  a  claim,  to  pay  the  principal  en  the 
account  being  proved.  This  u  as  the  established  course, 
and  would  be  found  to  have  been  practised  invariably  in 
the  early  period  of  the  Government.  In  the  case  of  Rhode 
Island,  that  had  been  the  course.  The  principal  was  pai<l, 
but  no  interest.  It  was  so  in  the  case  of  South  Carolina, 
and  so  in  the  case  of  Virginia :  the  moment  they  brought 
forward  proof  that  these  sums  were  expended  for  the  ge- 
neral defence,  they  were  paid.  And  now  the  question  is, 
whether  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  interest  on 
claims  not  yet  proved. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  that  the  gentleman  fi^m  Georgia  had 
taken  up  the  wrong  theerv  ;  and,  of  course,  the  conclu- 
sion which  be  draws  from  his  premises  is  erroneous.  He 
had  presumed  that  the  Goveniment  was  always  ready  to 
discharge  the  principal.  This,  however,  was  not  to  be 
presumed ;  because^  if  the  General  Government  was 
ready  to  pay  it,  why  did  they  call  on  the  States  to  raise 
the  money  f  The  States  were  called  on  to  put  their  hands 
into  their  Treasury  and  disburse  this  money,  because  the 
United  States  had  not  the  funds  required  to  carry  on  the 
war.  History  recorded  the  fact,  that  the  Treasury  was 
exbatisted,  and  could  not  raise  the  funds.  Mr.  H.  ob- 
served that  he  had  a  few  days  since  read  a  letter  to  the 
Senate,  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Pinckney,  in 
which  the  declaration  was  made,  that  tlie  Treasury  was  ex- 
hatisted  ;  and  that  the  General  must  take  every  means  in 
his  power  to  raise  funds.  But,  supposing  the  accounts 
had  all  been  paid  at  the  time  those  of  Rhode  Island  were 
adjusted,  what,  he  would  ask,  woukl  have  become  of  tlie 
interest  due  from  the  time  the  advances  were  made  ^  But 
the  true  reason  why  they  were  not  then  settled,  was,  that 
the  Government  was  not  able  to  meet  thenu  They  were 
able  to  pay  the  small  sum  due  to  Rhode  Island,  but  not 
to  pay  off*  the  whole  mass  at  once.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  luul  said  that  the  States  had  delayed  to  send  in 
their  accounts.  This  was  not  the  reason  why  they  were 
not  paid  immediately  after  the  war.  It  was  the  accumu- 
lation of  business  on  the  hands  of  the  Department,  which 
it  took  years  to  settle*  If,  then,  the  States  were  delayed 
in  the  settlement  by  the  General  Government,  there  was 
no  reason  why  interest  should  not  be  paid  on  their  claims 
during  that  period  of  delay.  There  was  one  error  run- 
ning througli  the  whole  oppoaitioii  to  the  bill.  It  was, 
that  these  stinis  of  money  were  expended  by  the  States 


for  their  own  immediate  defence.  But  it  was  not  so :  for 
the  money  advanced  by  South  Carolina  went  to  the  North 
and  West,  and  assisted  to  defend  those  ftontiers.  The 
advance  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  communi- 
ty; and  the  ^ntleman  from  Ma.ssachusetts  [Mr.  Wkbstbb] 
had  said,  with  great  truth,  tl)at  all  saerifioes  for  the  ge- 
neral good  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  common  funds  of 
the  country.  Mr.  H.  said  he  conceived  the  principle  to 
be  well  established,  that,  wherever  individuals  or  States 
advanced  money  for  the  use  of  the  General  Government, 
it  was  to  bfc  paid  with  interest  from  the  public  IVeasury. 
It  had  universally  been  done  in  advances  made  by  individ- 
uals. He  admitted  that  it  was  not  done  where  advances 
were  made  by  a  public  officer ;  because  it  was  considered 
that  there  would  often  be  a  large  amount  of  the  funds  of 
the  Government  in  his  hamls,  which  would  balance  any 
advances  made  by  him.  He  had  a  few  days  since  been 
induced  to  examine  the  acts  as  far  back  as  tlie 
year  1770,  and  found  that,  in  every  instance  where 
individuals  advanced  money  for  the  use  of  Government, 
interest  had  been  paid.  He  would  instance  o<ic  case, 
which  was  a  sample  of  many  others.  It  was  that  of  Chris- 
topher Grpen,  of  Rhode  Isltiiid,  who,  in  the  year  '70,  had 
advanced  a  sum  of  money  for  the  release  of  certain  pri- 
soners. Immediately  after  the  war  the  sum  paid  by  him 
was  refunded  i  ami,  in  1792,  a  bill  to  pay  interest  on  the 
amount  passecl  Congress.  The  justice  of  the  principle 
he  believed  no  one  would  doubt ;  and  the  practice  had 
been  so  universal,  that  he  tliougiit  it  hardly  necessary  to 
go  farther  in  support  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  KNIGHT  having  been 
modified,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  so  as  to  in- 
clude New  Hampshire,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  said  that  the  reason  why  the  accounts 
were  not  settled  earlier,  was  that  the  money  was  not  paid 
to  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  but  to  their  own  offi- 
cers, which  made  It  necessary  to  seiul  agents  to  the  De- 
partment to  explain  their  vouchers.  Now,  because  this 
money  was  expended  by  the  State  officers,  a  bill  paying 
them  interest  must  be  passed  ;  and  it  must  be  shingled 
up  by  adding  all  the  States  one  by  one.  We  are  growing 
wiser  every  day.  We  are  always  going  back,  and  finding 
tliat  all  that  was  done  in  former  times  was  wrong.  All 
former  principles  were  emmeoiis.  Can  a  Government 
get  along  in  this  way,  continually  overturning  all  that  was 
done  before  }  A  decision  of  a  case  was  never  sufficient. 
Claimants  came  here,  and  got  all  they  could  ;  and  then 
they  came  again,  and  got  the  rest.  No  Government 
could  get  along  so  We  cannot  have  officers  eiiougli  to 
settle  the  accounts  brought  against  us,  if  they  must  be 
settled  over  and  over  again.  No  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury can  make  his  calculations  if  we  go  on  this  way  ;  for 
he  ca.iiiot  come  at  any  near  estimate  of  the  money  that 
Congress  will  vote  away,  and  every  year  unsettle  what 
was  done  the  year  belbre. 

llie  amendment,  as  amended,  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate.  And  the  question 
being  put  on  the  amendment  agreed  to  in  Comniittee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  divi^Wbe  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  the  vote  on  that  part  embnMw'by  the 
motion  of  Mr.  TYLER,  to  pay  to  the  States  the  same 
rates  of  interest  paid  by  tliem ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ofilered,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  the  question  on  the  amendment 
waa  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  other  amendments  were  then  agreed  to  {  when 
the  question  being  on  engrossing  the  bill,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  liaving  been  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
COBB,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnanl,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Cluim- 
hers,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louisi- 
ana,  Knight,  Marks,  Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Saiif(»rd,  Sdsbee, 
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Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Webster,  White, 
Woodbury.— 20. 

NAYS^— Messrs.  Rateman,  Tlranch,  Chandler,  Chase, 
Cobb,  Dickci'soi),  Ellis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  Kinj»,  Macon, 
Noble,  Parria,  Rowan,  Kug^glea,  Seymour,  Wilhams.— 17. 

Adjotirnetl  to  Monday. 

MoiroAT,  ArniL7,  1828. 
DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  imported  salt. 

This  motion  was  sustained  by  Mr.  MAYNE,  and  oppos- 
ed  by  Mr.  VAN  IIUKEN,  who  observed  that  tiie  bill  had 
better  lie  on  the  table  ;  as,  should  it  pass  tlie  Senate,  the 
tariif  bill  in  the  other  House  would  prevent  its  paasaf^^c  in 
titat  body. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  that  (his  bill  had  received  additional 
tmporunce  since  the  commencement  ol'  the  present  sea- 
won,  which  made  it  more  necessary  to  act  upon  it  this 
year.  He  alluded  to  the  fact,  tliat  the  islands  of  the  West 
Indies  which  produced  suit,  had  been  ojiened  within  a 
A^liort  time,  lie  hoped,  tbercCore,  the  objection  of  the 
^ntlemun  from  New  York  wouW  not  prevent  the  bill's 
being  taken  up.  lie  thought,  w  I  tether  the  House  could 
act  upon  the  bill  or  not,  it  W9S  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to 
pr«icced  upon  it. 

Mr.  McKINLEY,  also,  expres.sed  himself  in  favor  of 
taking  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHANHI.ER  said  that  the  best  course  on  the  part 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  would  he  to  allow  the 
bill  to  be  taken  up,  and  then  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement, whicii  would  try  the  disposition  of  the  Senate 
efiectually. 

I'he  question  being  put,  the  bill  was  then  considered, 
when  Mr.  VAN  BUKEN  moved  its  indefinite  po8t];one- 
ment. 

Mr.  COUR  said  that  the  course  taken  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Voi*k  appeared  to  him  very  cxtraonlinar)'.  -This 
bill  was  brought  torvard  at  an  early  period  of  the  session, 
and  iiad  been  repeate<lly  postfiofted  on  account  of  the 
very  gentleman  from  New  York.  And  now,  at  a  late  day, 
when  it  is  brought  up,  that  gentleman  moves  its  indefimte 
postponement.  It  was  cunous  that  this  was  the  only  bill 
that  prppf>sed  to  repeal  a  tax  uhich  was  paid  cliiefly  by 
the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  -tie  could  not  but 
express  his  surprise  at  the  course  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man, nor  did  he  think  the  reason  given  for  it  at  all  suffi- 
cient. If  this  bill  was  to  be  postponed  to  give  fair  wea- 
th€;r  to  the  tariff  bill,  when  that  bill  should  come  into  the 
Senate,  he  thought  the  jiroposiiion  partial  and  unjust 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  rose  merely  to  say 
that  he  liojjed  this  bill  might  iiot  be  discussed.  He  be- 
heved  that  every  Senator  had  made  up  his  mind  upon  the 
.subject.  If,  however,  those  opposed  to  (he  bill  saw  tit 
to  express  themselves,  he  hoped  the  friciKls  of  the  bill 
wotdd  not  follow  tlieir  example,  as  the  opinions  of  the 
friends  <^the  measure  were  thoroughly  fixed. 

Mr.  l»RRISON  observed,  that  he  thought  it  would 
not  be  denied  that  a  tax  on  a  necessary  4»f  life,  as  was 
that  to  which  the  bill  referred,  which  took  from  the  poor 
man  as  much  as  from  the  rich  man  ;  whicli  made  the 
same  demaml  upon  the  tenant  of  the  humble  cottage  as 
upon  the  possessor  of  the  splemlid  chateati,  was  in  utter 
hostility  to  the  priiwiples  of  our  (jovernment.  Which  <»f 
these  principles,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  more  sacred,  which  ntorc 
necessary  for  the  legislator  constantly  to  keep  in  view, 
than  that  which  directs  that,  in  the  assessment  of  the  pub- 
lic burthens,  the  demand  should  be  proporlione<l  to  the 
ability  to  pay  /  If  this  principle  is  not  regarded;  if  the 
taxen  are  levied  upon  the  perton,  and  not  upon  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizen  ;  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  upon 
the  necessaries  of  life,  of  u  Inch  the  poor  man  consumes 


as  much  as  the  rieli  one,  wlwt  becomes  of  that  boasted 
equality  which  is, the  basis  of  our  Government  ?  It  is  in 
vain  that  you  secure  to  your  citizens  their  other  rights, 
that  their  persons  and  property  are  inviolate,  that  the 
elective  franchise  is  unrestricted,  and  the  offices  of  Go- 
vernment open-  to  all,  if  this  principle  is  adopted,  and 
acted  upon  to  any  extent.  If  you  tax  the  food  of  the  la- 
boring man,  all  the  liberty  that  will  be  led  to  him  will  be 
that  of  choosing  his  mastf-r  ;  fur,  go  where  lie  may,  he 
will  still  be  tlie  slave  of  his  employer. 

Rut,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  if.,  this  dwty  upon  salt  is 
opposed  to  another  important  principle.  It  is  a  tax,  and 
a  heavy  tax,  on  agriculture.  Upon  that  interest,  which 
is  nKire  important  than  any  other,  and  on  which,  indeed, 
all  the  others  depend.  Salt  is  largely  used  on  ever}-  farm, 
but  to  the  grazier  it  is  essentially  necessary.  No  one  can 
prosecute  this  branch  of  agricultural  industry,  in  the 
Western  country  at  least,  with  tolerable  success,  unlcaa 
he  can  procirre  the  article  at  such  a  reasonable  price  as 
to  enable  him  to  use  it  freely.  And  the  condition  of  his 
stock  will  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  used. 
Us  beneficial  effects  are  felt  in  more  than  one  way.  It 
saves  food  :  for,  the  animal  which  is  well  supplied  with 
this  article  will  fatten  upon  food  of  a  coarser  quality,  and 
which,  without  it,  would  scarcely  sustain  him.  It  aer\'es 
instead  of  shelter.  In  the  cold  rains^of  Winter,  the  West- 
ern gnzier  gives  a  double  portion  of  salt  to  his  unhoused 
stock,  (and  few  are  supplied  with  covers;)  its  cordbl 
and  invigorating  effects  upon  the  stomach  of  the  animal, 
enal>ling  it  to  insist  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  it 
saves  labor.  WitI)  a  goo<l  supply  ciif  salt,  one  or  two  men 
can  keep  together  a  herd  of  cattle  or  a  flock  4>f  sheep, 
grazing  in  the  wilderness,  with  more  ease  than  ten  c»n 
without  it.  So  strong  is  the  force  of  habit  in  the  bnite 
creation,  as  well  as  in  their  lordly  master*  that  it  will  bring 
together  tire  widely  scattered  flock  and  herd,  precisely 
at  the  time  and  place  where  they  liad  been  accustomeil 
to  i^ceive  their  ration  of  this  nccessar>'  condimenU  I^et 
the  price  of  this  article,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  H^,  be 
so  raised  as  to  make  it  diiVicHit  to  be  obtained  by  the 
poor,  and  the  inhabKants  of  ipany  a  Western  cottage  wiU 
go  supperless  to  bed.  if  you  were  to  passihrough  tluit 
country,  sir,  you  woukl  sec,  at  the  hour  of  sun>set,  the 
Kttle  tenants  of  many  a  hut  looking  anxiously  for  the  re- 
turn of  their  soKtao'  cow,  which,  having  wandered  far  into 
the  wilderness,  would  not  return  to  supply  them  with 
tlieir  nightly  wholesome  beverage,  but  in  the  expectation 
of  receiving  in  return,  from  tlieir  hands,  a  luxury  to  her 
aa  acceptable  as  necessary. 

If  I  am  right,  then,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  tiie  positions  1 
have  assumed,  that  the  duty  upon  salt  is  burdensome  to 
the  poor,  oppressive  on  agriculture — upon  what  princi- 
ple of  our  Government  can  it  rest  for  support  f  tYom  its 
mode  of  operation  on  agriculture,  as  well  aslipon  individ- 
uals, it  is,  iiuleed,  in  principle,  a  Turkish  tax  :  for  it  acts 
not  upon  the  products  «jf  agriculture,  but  upon  the  very 
source  of  its  prosperity  ;  not  upon  the  flocks  and  herds, 
but  upon  the  means  of  n>ultiplying  them ;  upon  tho-secd, 
rather  than  the  harvest ;  the  8ci4m,  rather  than  the  tree  i 
the  very  genn  upon  which  the  hopes  of  fut»ire  fruit  de- 
peiKls. 

It  may  be  asketl,  sir,  how  a.  tax  of  this  description 
could  ever  have  been  laid,  or  submitted  to,  in  a  Govtrn- 
ment  like  ours  ^  It  was  commenceil,  said  Mr.  II.,  as  soon 
as  the  present  Constitution  went  into  operation,  when  tiur 
finances  were  in  a  most  desperate  condition.  Beiuf^ 
an  indirect  tax,  tlie  People  have  ft^lt  its  weiglit  wilbotit 
exactly  understanding  it.  As  soon,  however,  as  Uic  af- 
fiiirs  of  our  Treasury  were  in  such  a  condition  as  to  per- 
mit it  to  be  done,  the  duty  was  entirely  removed.  Thia 
happened  in  the  year  1 807 .  It  wa»  again  imposed  at  the 
commencement  ot  the  late  war,  but  the  rejitesentatives 
of  the  agricultural  interest  were  with  great  difliculty  pre- 
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▼ailed  upon  to  adopt  it,  and  only  from  the  undentanding 
that  it  was  to  be  considered  as  a  war  duty,  to  be  taken  on 
as  soon  as  peace  was  restored.  A  very  distinguished  ci- 
tizen of  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cheves]  and  who  was  at  that 
time  a  leading  member  of  Congress,  has  authorized  me  to 
say  that  such  was  the  fact.  Under  various  pretences,  the 
duty  has  continued  until  this  time. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  examine  the  objections 
which  have  been  made  to  the  proposed  reduction.  When 
the  subject  was  under  discussion  at  the  last  session,  two 
were  urged.     First,  that  the  revenue  would  be  lessened 
to  an  amount  which  could  not  be  spared ;  and,  secondly, 
that  it  would  break  up  the  manufacture  of  the  article  in 
the  country.     It  is  easily  demonstrable,  that  both  these 
propositions  cannot  be  maintained.     If  one  is  true,  t!ie 
other  cannot  be.    Upon  examining  the  returns  from  the 
1>easury,  I  find  that  the  average  amount  of  duty  derived 
from  salt,  for  t-  e  eleven  years,  commencing  with  1816, 
and  ending  with  1826,  is  725,804  dollars.     The  duty  be- 
ing  20  cents  per  bushel,  and  the  bill  proposing  to  take 
off  10  cents  in  two  years,  it  follows  that,  if  the  average 
importation  renmins  as  it  has  been,  the  Treasury  will,  af- 
ter the  first  year,  lose  the  half  of  the  above  sum,  being 
362,902  dollars;   but,  if  the  consumption  remains  the 
same,  the  manufactures  in  the  country  cannot  be  injured, 
as  they  will  (fontinue  to  supply  the  same  proportion  as 
heretofore  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  should  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  imported 
article  in  such  quantities  as  to  take  the  place  of  the  ma- 
nufactured salt,  it  follows  that  the  manufactories  must  be 
suspended  ;  but  the  Treasury  will  suffer  no  loss,  the  in- 
creased quantity  imported  making  up  for  diminished  duty. 
I  am,  however,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  H.,  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  will  not 
have  the  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  manufactures  which 
is  predicted,  and  tliat  it  will  not  reduce  the  price  of  the 
domestic  salt  a  single  cent.   I  speak  of  that  which  is  made 
in  the  Western  country.     I  have  in  my  hand,  sir,  said 
Mr.  H.,  a  statement,  made  at  my  request,  by  a  Western 
merchant,  of  the  greatest  intelligence  and  of  the  fairest 
character.     From  this  paper  I  learn  that  the  foreign  salt 
brought  up  from  New  Orleans  to  Cincinnati,  in  1825  and 
1826,  cost  the  importers  1  dollar  10  cents  per  bushel. 
He  makes  the  cost  at  this  time  78|  cents  for  50  pounds. 
If  the  reduction  of  duty  should  take  place,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill,  and  as  soon  as  the  canal  %^  Louisville  shall  have 
been  completed,  he  estimates  that  it  may  be- brought  to 
Cincinnati  for  66.7  cents  per  bushel  of  50  lbs.    As  the  im- 
portations cannot  be  made  with  any  certainty  but  in  the 
Spring,  the  salt  then  imported  must  remain  in  the  ware- 
houses until  the  following  Winter.     The  loss  sustained 
in  the  weight,  the  storage,  and  the  interest  upon  the  mo- 
ney, will  not  enable  the  importer  to  sell  it  fbr  less  than  70 
cents  t  which  is  20  cents  higher  than  the  present  price  of 
the  domestic  salt,  and  at  least  30  cents  higher  than  it  can 
be  made  and  sold  for  at  a  reasonable  profit.     From  1821 
to  the  Fall  of  1826,  the  price  of  the  country  salt  at  Cin- 
cinnati ranged  from  25  cents  to  40  cents.  The  average  may 
be  fairly  estimated  at  33^.    Since  that  time  it  has,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  monopoly  of  the  principal  works,  risen  to 
50  cents.     This  monopoly  has  been  effected  by  the  pur- 
chase of  some  of  the  works,  and  a  contract  made  by  the 
same  individuals  with  the  manufacturers  at  others,  to  take 
all  the  salt  made  at  a  given  price.     The  profit  maile  the 
last  year  by  the  persons  who  engaged  in  tfiis  speculation, 
is -said  to  have  amounted  to  25  or  30,000  dollars  each. 
This  can  easily  be  conceived,  from  the  price  they  pay. 
Mid  that  which  thev  receive  for  each  bushel  of  salt.     At 
the  Kenhawa  works,  which,  I  believe,  is  the  highest, 
they  pay  18  cents  per  bushel  for  the  salt  of  second  quali* 
ty,  and  23  for  the  best     The  cost  of  transportation  from 
Kenhawa  to  Cincinnati,  is  from  20  to  50  cents  per  barrel 
of  mx  bushels.    The  former  when  the  waters  are  high. 
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the  latter  when  they  are  low,  and  the  navigation xlifHcuIf. 
The  price  now  exacted  by  the  monopolists  is  50  cents 
per  bushel,  which  gives  them  a  profit  of  at  least  22  cents. 
I  have  already  shown  that,  after  the  proposed  reduction 
is  made,  and  the  Louisville  canal  completed,  wliich  will 
permit  a  continuous  voyage  from  Kew  Orleans  to  Cincin- 
nati, that  the  imported  salt  cannot  be  sold  for  less  than  70 
cents.    The  price  current  of  that  city,  of  the  14th  IfiiKh, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  states  the  price  at  that  time  to 
be  from  90  cents  to  1  dollar.     From  these  fi^ctiiy|i  is  evi- 
dent,  sir,  said  Mr.  H  ,  that  the  proposed  reductm'of  the 
duUr  on  imported  salt  will  not  break  up  the  Western  ma- 
nufactories of  that  article  {  that  it  will  not  even  reduce 
the  present  exorbitant  profits  of  monopolists :  for,  the 
imported  article,  at  70  cents,  will  never,  for  ordinary  do- 
mestic purposes,  be  purchased  in  preference  to  country 
salt  at  fifty  cents.    What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  passage  of  this  bill  }    It 
will,  in  the  first  place,  prevent  the  monopolists  from  in- 
creasing, in  ant  great  degree,  their  present  price  ;  and, 
secondly,  it  will  enable  the  Western  people  to  procure 
the  imported  salt  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  which  is  essential 
to  the; proper  preparation  of  one  of  their  staple  commodi- 
ties.   The  Western  pork,  prepared  with  imported  salt, 
enters  into  successful  competition  in  the  Atlantic  ports 
with  that  of  New  England.     The  domestic  salt  will  not 
preserve  it  in  the  Southern  latitudes^  through  which  it 
must  pass  to  reach  a  market.     All  that  is  put  up  with  it/ 
is  subjected,  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  process  of  resalting' 
and  repacking,  at  an  expense  of  1  dollar  per  barrel.     So 
notorious  are  these  facts,  tiiat  our  Navy  Board  (as  the  let- 
ter of  Commodore  Warrington,  which  I  have  in  my  hand, 
asserts)  have  directed  that  the  contractors  for  the  supply 
of  pork  for  the  Navy,  shall  use  no  Western  salt  in  putting 
it  up.     Experience  having  shewn,  as  he  ttiys,  that,  even 
when  mixed  in  the  proportion  of  one-third  foreign  and 
two-thirds  Western  salt,  that  the  meat  has  been  lost.  The 
exportation  of  salted  pork  has  become  of  immense  im- 
portance to  the  Western  people.    At  the  season  for  pur- 
chasing it,  large  sums  of  money  are  taken  to  Cincinnati 
by  dealers  fiwm  the  Eastern  cities  ;  the  hogs  purchased 
in  the  drove,  and  there  killed  and  salted.     But  the  price 
of  the  pork  is  always  governed  by  the  price  of  foreign 
salt ;  and,  if  the  article  is  not  to  be  procured,  the  pork 
will  not  sell  at  all.     Such  was  the  case  in  the' Autumn  of 
1 825.     There  was  no  foreign  salt  in  the  market,  and  the 
drovers  were  unable  to  sell  their  hogs.     The  present 
high  duty  upon  salt  is,  therefore,  oppressive  in  every  way 
upon  the  farmer.     It  increases  his  .expenses  and  lessens 
his  products,  as  I  have  before  shewn,  and  deprives  him  of 
a  market  for  that  which  he  does  raise.     And  what  are  the 
obiects  to  be  gained  for  all  this  injury  ?     To  put  a  few 
doHars  more  in  an  overfiowing*Treasury,  and  add  exor< 
bitant  profits  to  wealthy  monopolists.     Sir,  said  Mr.  H., 
I  have  no  enmity  to  these  gentlemen  {  they  had  a  right 
to  make  contracts,  and  employ  their  money  as  they 
pleased,  and  I  must  do  them  the  Justice  to  say,  thatthe^ 
have  acted  very  moderately,  in  fixing  the  price  of  their 
salt  at  50cent8,when  they  certainly  had  it  in  their  power 
to  sell  it  at  62^,  or  even  75  cents.    But  it  is  my  duty  to 
counter^ict  them,and  coun>ti-act  them  I  will,if  it  be  in  my 
power.     The  friends  olC%  hi  11,' Mr.  President,  said  Mr. 
H.,  who  are  also  suppoKers  of  the  general  protectmg 
system,  have  been  accused  of  inconsistency.    But  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  charge  is'ewttrely  uiyust.     For  my- 
self, I  am  a  warm  advocate  of  the  tariflT;  but  I  am  so 
only  because  I  think  it  eminently  beneficial  to  the  agri- 
cultural interests.     Convince  me  that  the  system,  or  any 
part  of  it,  bears  oppressively  upon  that  interest,  and  I  will 
immediately  abandon  it.     M^^  jud^ent  tells  me  that  it 
will  be  far  from  producing  this  eftect.    If  any  injuiy  is 
inflicted,  h  will  be  but  partial  and  temporary  «  whibt  its 
benefits  will  be  extensive  and  permanent.    But  the  duty 
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upon  salt  is  an  intolerable  burden  upon  the  agriculturist 
now,  an<l  holds  out  no  prospect  of  future  advantage.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  H.,  1  could  with  mure  justice  accuse  the  tariff- 
men  who  oppose  this  bill  with  inconsistency.  One  of 
theis  professed  objects  is  to  protect  the  wool-grower. 
But  wuat  farmer  is  there  who  will  not  tell  you  that  a  tax 
upon  salt  lA  a  tax  upon  our  own  wool  ;  since  it  is  well 
known,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  salt  that  lie 
uses,  will  be  the  condition  and  produce  of  his  flock.  1 
repeat,  sir,  that  this  duty  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  our  Government.  In  those  of  a  despotic  cha- 
racter, it  has  been  borne  with  great  impatience.  Under 
the  appellation  uf  gabelle,  it  is  known  to  have  had  a 
very  powerful  influei|ce  in  producing  the  Revolution  in 
France.  It  is,' literally,  a  tax  on  the  many,  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  reduced. 

It.  ;i.idition  to  the  other  objections,  it  is,  as  far  as  re- 
gards the  Atlantic  States,  a  ver)'  uneqtial  burden.  Tlie 
domestic  animals  near  the  sea  coast  do  not  require  salt. 
As  you  advance  into  the  country,  where,  on  account  of 
the  cost  of  transportation,  the  price  is  advanced,  it  be- 
comes more  necessary  ;  and  is  absolutely  indispensable 
to  those  which  feed  upon  the  rich  and  juicy  pastures  of 
the  West.  If  I  have  considered  this  subject,  sir,  said 
Mr.  H.,  principally  in  relation  to  its  operation  upon  the 
Western  States,  it  does  not  proceed  fn>m  a  disregard  to 
the  interests  of  those  on  this  side  of  the  Alleghany  ridge. 
I  would,  with  the  greatest  possible  pleasure,  vote  to  re- 
duce, or  entirely  remove  the  duty,  for  the  interest  of  the 
latter  alone,  if  my  own  constituents  were  not  immediate- 
ly interested  ;  for  I  never  will  consent  to  Impose  a  tax 
that  will  operate  unequally,  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided; 
or  convert  this  hall  into  an  arena  for  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  to  scramble  for  the  advantage  in  as- 
sessing, on  the  People,  the  sums  necessary  for  conduct- 
ing the  operations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SANFORD  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
seemed  to  think  that  his  colleague  had  taken  a  very  ex- 
traordinary course,  in  making  the  motion  now  before 
the  Senate.  1  think,  said  Mr.  S.,  differently  $  but  my 
colleague  is  capable  of  defending  himself,  and  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  do  it.  I  do,  however,  think  it  rather  extra- 
ordinary that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  sliould  ad- 
vise that  the  bill  should  not  be  discussed,  because  iu 
friends  have  made  up  their  minds.  For  my  own  part,  I 
am  always  willing  to  hear  discussion  upon  any  topic  of 
equal  importance  with  this.  It  would  be  said,  perhaps, 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  debate  the  subject,  because  it 
had  been  fully  investigated  last  year,  when  the  bill  pass- 
ed the  Senate.  But  it  passed  last  year  under  different 
circumstances  from  the  present.  Last  year,  and  tlie  year 
previous  tliere  were  large  amounts  of  surplus  in  the 
Treasury.  The  reverse  is  jiow  the  fact.  The  whole 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  is  now  but  1,600,000  dollars, 
while,  formerly,  a  surplus  of  3,000,000  had  not  been 
found  too  large  to  cover  the  various  purposes  to  which 
the  fund  was  applied.  The  President,  in  his  message 
on  the  opening  of  Congress,  speaking  of  the  present 
tftate  of  the  finances,  advises  that  the  strictest  economy 
be  practised.  Hence  it  ^vas  necessary  to  confine  the  ap- 
propriations not  mentioned  4u  the  estimate^  to  the  nar 
rowert  possible  limits.  *  Suf\hJ>en,  is  the  state  of  the 
revenue  at  this  time,  when  vtLc^re  called  upon  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  imported  salt.  Passing  from  this  part  of  the 
subject*  he  observed,  thattliie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Hakkuos]  declares  this  to  be  an  oppressive  tax  upon 
the  agriculturist  But  Is  this  so  ?  It  is  iK>t  a  poll  tax,  al- 
though it  if  true  that  it  it  a  tax  of  an  article  necessary 
Ibr  Imman  subsistence.  But  every  man,  whether  poor 
or  rich,  IS  equally  operated  upon  by  it  Nor  was  this 
singular  in  being  taxed.  Every  article  which  men  eat 
or  drink  ia  also  taxed  in  tome  way.  The  odium  that 
bad  been  thrown  upon  this  tax  waa  a  mere  prejudice. ' 


It  is  said,  by  the  gentlenun,  that  this  Is  a  war  tax.  I^t 
me,  said  Mr.  S.,  correct  my  honorable  friend  on  this 
head.  This  duty  is  not  a  war  tax.  lie  admitted  that  it 
originated  during  the  war,  and  that  it  was  undoubtedly 
resorted  to  as  one  of  the  means  for  raising  funds  during 
those  times  of  exigency.  But,  since  tliat  period,  the 
duly  had  been  levied  anew,  both  in  the  tariff*  of  1816 
and  1824.  In  these  acts,  it  could  only  be  considered  as 
a  war  tax,  because  all  taxes  are  laid  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  debU  contracted  in  the  last  war.  If  it  stands  on 
the  tariff"  of  1824,  it  is  clearly  no  war  lax. 

[Mr.  HARRISON  here  rose  to  explain.  The  tax  was 
firet  laid  in  1812.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  it  had 
been  continued  in  subsequent  acts.] 

Mr.  SANFORD  resumed,  and  went  into  the  history  of 
the  duty  and  iU  operation  ;  but  much  of  this  part  of  his 
remarks  were  inaudible  to  the  reporter.  Two-thirds  of 
the  salt  consumed  in  the  country,  he,  remarked,  was  im- 
ported. The  other  third  was  manufactured  here,  and 
it  appeared  to  him  that  this  fact  would  shew  that  the 
protection  was  a  very  moderate  one.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  speaking  of  the  trade  in  salt  in  his  own  State, 
speaks  of  a  monopoly  existing  in  the  article.  This  waa 
a  very  offensive  word — but,  even  supposing  a  monopoly 
to  exist,  the  best  way  to  prevent  its  effects  was  to  create 
a  permanent  domestic  supply,  to  compete  with  the  fo- 
reign supply.  This  would  ensure  to  the  consumer  a  mo- 
derate price  on  the  article.  I'he  gentleman  from  Obio^ 
said  Mr.  S.,  is  not,  I  believe,  opposed  to  protection  alto- 
gether. He  does  not  object  to  a  protecting  duty  on 
wool.  He  is  willing  to  adopt  the  system  of  protection 
on  a  hundre4  other  articles,  yet  he  excludes  salt.  Al- 
though he  is  willing  to  tax  articles  that  have  always  been 
exempt  from  duty,  be  is  desirous  of  removing  a  duty 
from  this  article  $  a  duty  already  existing.  I  cannot, 
said  Mr.  S  ,  understand  those  gentlemen  who  confine 
theu-  protection  to  particular  things.  For  my  own  part, 
I  discard  that  principle.  In  relation  to  the  extent  of  the 
trade,  the  wh(jle  number  of  bushels  consumed  in  this 
country  was  9,000,000  ;  of  which  3,500,000  bushels  were 
manufactured  in  this  countiv.  There  was  not  an  article 
in  the  whole  list  to  which  the  argument  in  favor  of  pro- 
tection applied  so  strongly  as  to  salt  As  to  the  policy 
of  increashig  the  encouragement  now  given  to  imports, 
whether  it  was  expedient  or  not,  it  certainly  teemed 
proper  to  retain  the  encouragement  which  already  exitta. 
It  was  bad  policy  to  change  the  present  rate  of  the  duty, 
as,  in  all  such  cases,  capital  was  sacrificed  which  had 
been  invested  in  the  manufacture.  Every  encourage- 
ment of  any  species  of  production  led  to  the  invettnnent 
of  capital,  wliich  was  on  a.  subsequent  change  diminished 
or  destroyed.  On  these  grounds,  perhaps  most  strongly 
on  account  of  tlie  present  state  of  the  revenue,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  UOBBINS  remarked,  that  imported  salt  now  paid 
a  duty  of  twenty  cents  the  bushel,  reckoning  56  pounds 
to  a  bushel.  This  bill  proposed  to  reduce  the  du^  to 
ten  cents,  not  immediately,  but  in  the  short  period  of 
two  years.  Is  this,  asked  Mr.  R.,  a  measure  expedient 
for  tlie  public  interest  ?  For  that  interest  is  tlie  **  touch- 
stone*' that  is  to  decide  and  settle  this  question,  and  all 
our  tariff*  questions.  If  thi*  measure  will  sacrifice  a  par- 
ticular interest  of  the  country «  if  it  will  even  hazard 
that  sacrifice  {  the  question  comes  to  this — whether  the 
common  interest  requires  this  sacrifice  P  It  would  be 
strange,  indeed,  if  it  was  found  to  be  a  fact  that  the  com- 
mon interest  of  the  country  required  the  sacrifice  of  one 
of  its  particular  interests  ;  a  fact  so  strange  at  to  bo 
altogetlier  incredible :  for  the  common  interett,  tboup^ 
not  identical  with  any  one  interett,  it  identical  with 
them  all ;  at  it  is  made  up  of  them  all.  It  would,  in* 
deed,  be  an  auomaly  in  politieal  economy,  if  any  one 
should  be  of  to  ttrange  a  obatacter  at  to  be  inconpati* 
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ble  with  the  common  interest  \  and  so  incocnpatiblc, 
that  the  common  interest  should  require  its  sacrifice  \ 
and  it  would  be  still  more  strange,  if  that  interest  sliould 
be  tlie  manufacture  of  an  article  of  prime  necessity. 

1  will  assume,  Oien^  wliat  no  one  will  deny,  that  the 
common  interest  does  n«t  require  the  sacrifice  of  the 
domestic  manufacture  of  salt,  nor  the  hazard  of  S'lch  a  sa- 
crifice.  Now,  will  this  measure  have  this  effect  ?  I  pre- 
mise, if  this  is  not  certain — if  it  is  only  probable — even 
that  probability  is  decisive  a{;;ainst  the  measure  :  for  it  is 
incurring-  a  risk  which  is  not  requii-ed  by  the  public  in- 
terest, and  by  which  even  -that  interest  may  suffer,  and 
when,  at.  best,  it  is  but  an  unnecess.-uy  experiment.  But 
1  do  not  consider  the  effect  as  at  all  doubtful.  It  will, 
•itidoubtedly,  affect  this  manufacture  most  seriously,  most 
injuriously.  But,  before  I  go  further,  and  attempt  to  de- 
duce and  exhibit  tlie  consequences  of  this  measure  upon 
this  intei-est,  let  us  paitse  for  a  moment  here,  and  see 
what  this  interest  is,  which  we  so  heedlessly  strike^  at, 
and  may  so  injuriously  affect ;  what  it  may  be,  if  continu- 
ed to  be  fostered  by  tliis  protecting  duty,  under  wliich  it 
iiaa  sprung  into  existence,  and  by  which  alone  it  can  be 
•ustained  ?  and  whether  there  are  not  considerations  con- 
nected with  it,  which  entitle  it  to  a  regard  a  little  more 
favorable  tlian  is  manifested  by  this  bill. 

Five  millions  of  capital,  at  least,  are  already  invested 
in  this  manufacture  :  for,  in  the  single  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  sea  shore  salt  works  have  a  capital  invested  in 
them,  as  I  am  credibly*  and,  I  believe  correctly,  inform- 
ed,  of  upwards  of  two  millions,  and  it  would  now  have 
doubled  that  amount,  but  for  the  doubts  created  here  of 
the  continuance  of  the  presetit  protecting  duty.  A  large 
amount  of  capital  was  ready  to  be  invested,  but  the  in- 
vestment was  suspended  in  consequence  of  these  doubts, 
and. never  will  be  invested  if  the  present  duty  is  discon- 
tiiiued. ,  Those  establishments  give,  at  present,  to  the 
proprietors  a  gross  annual  revenue  of  about  $  200,000, 

Grolits  large  enough  fur  capital  to  the  business,  but  not 
irge  enough  to  sustain  it,  if  these  profits  are  reduced 
as  tliis  bill  would  reduce  them.  As  to  the  interior  esta- 
blisliments  of  this  manufacture*  in  New  York,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  Virginia,  and  in  the'  V/esteni  States,  their 
gross  capital  muc>t,  at  least*  be  more  than  double  that  of 


r. 


sachusetts*     For  I  find  tliat  one  establishment  in  New 


tage  than  in  the  North.  And  if  this  protecting  duty  is 
continued,  it  will  be  extended  till  it  reaches  that  ulti- 
mate limit  at  which  every  manufacture  must  be  bounded ; 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  dema'nd  on  one  side,  and  the  mini- 
mum price  of  a  living  profit  on  the  other.  It  is  a  kind 
of  manufacture  which  may  bs  canned  on  with  small  capi- 
tals as  well  as  with  large,  and  with  small  to  equal  ad- 
vantage. It  is  witliin  the  competence  of  every  sea-shore 
f^armer  possessed  of  but  a  moderate  capital,  and  such  as 
most  of  them  do  possess  or  may  command.  It  is  a  ma- 
nufacture* which,  in  proportion  to  its  capital,  draws  less 
upon  the  manual  labor  of  the  country  than  any  otiier  ; 
f«r  the  sun  is  the  great  elaboi-ator-:  one  hour  in  twenty- 
four  is  sufficient  for  the  manual  labor  of  the  largest  es- 
tablishment ;  and  one  hand  can  perform  that  labor  in  a 
moderate  establishment.  The  sea-shore .  farmer*  then* 
without  any  increase  of  his  hired  labor,  and  without  any 
material  interruption  of  Uiat  labor*  may  manage  Uiis  cou- 
cern^  ' 

Already  the  domestic  manufacture  has  reduced  the 
price«Af  this  article  between  20  and  30  per  cent,  com- 
pared witJi  what  it  was  before  the  establishment  of  the 
manufacture  {  and  if  the  manufacture  goes  on  extending 
itself,  that  falling  price  will  go  on  falling  fill  it  reaches 
the  minimum  price  at  which  it  can  be  made  ;  which  will 
bring  the  article  to  every  consumer  at  least  50  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  it  was  when  importation  alone  was  depend- 
ed on  ;  or  than  it  can  be,  if  importation  alone  is  to  de- 
pended on.  That  this  will  be  the  result*  will  be  seen, 
when  we  come  to  trace  the  operation  of  this  bill  upon 
this  manufacture,  and  the  consequences  of  this  operation. 
At  present  I  ask  credit  for  the  statement ;  content  that 
it  be  retracted,  if  you  please,  if  that  result  is  not  then 
evident 

Consider  that  tliis  is  one  of  the  great  natural  resources 
of  the  country  developing  itself*  and  to  be  developed  $ 
opening  a  wide  and  profitable  field  to  its  industry  and 
its  capital  \  opening  springs,  perennial  springs  of  na- 
tional wealth  and  of  endless  fertility  ;  and  that  it  is  a  re- 
source* which,  lefl  to  itself*  is  of  no  possible  profit.  Not 
like  some  of  our  other  great  natui-al  resources,  which* 
if  neglected,  are  not  wholly  unproductive  :  as  our  wild 
lands,  for  instance,  which*  though  not  cultivated*  are 


the  seaboard  establisiiments  in  thesiitgle  State  of  Mas-    giiil  growing  in  value,  from  the  growing  numbers  of  our 


population,  and  the  progressive  advance  of  our  settle- 


York,  so  long  ago  as  1820,  was  giving  to  that  State,  from  ,  mcnts.  But  this  resource  lies  in  the  brine  of  the  ocean* 
a  moderate  duty  only,  a  nett  annual  revenue  of  upwartls  ■  and  the  brine  in  the  bowels  of  th^*  earth  ?  valueless  where 
of  $60*000.  We  may  then  safely  say,  Uiat  the  capital  it  is,  and  as  it  is  ;  and,  in  that  state,  must  forever  remain 
put  to  liazard  by  this  measure  is  at  least  five  millions  of  valueltss;  but*  if  developed,  will  be  a  new  &c.ulty  ac 
dollars.  '  j  quired  to  the  country  ;  and,  if  fully  developed,  one  of 

And  this  manufacture  is  but  in  itsunfancy.     It  has  but    almyt  infinite  power, 
just  aurniouiitcd  the  first  dilTicultieSyWhich  arc  always  the       Consider,  too,  that*  in  this  peculiar  manufacture*  the 


great  difilcullies  to  be  encountered  in  the  introduc- 
tion and  cstablishfiient  of  every  new  manufacture ;  and 
especially  in  a  country  to  which  manufactures  are  uew. 
>Vliile  laboring  with  Uiese  difficulties*  the  business  was 
rather  a  losing  business  to  the  adventurers  ;  in  many  in- 
stances the  loss  was  serious— in  some  it  was  ruinous. 
Hut  those  diflicuUies  are  now  all  happily  subdued.  By 
the  improved  economy  in  tlie  manufacture  ;  by  those 
helps  which  every  manufacture  is  constantly  acquiring: 
to  itself  from  the  suggestions  of  iu  own  experience*  and 
from  that  of  others ;  and  especially  by  those  lighU  which 
science*  from  time  to  time*  is  shedding  upon  all  the  use- 
ful arts*  and  thereby  contributing  to  tiieir  perfection  $ 
the  business  now  has  become  a  regular  and  profitable 
business,  aud  will  go  on  extending  itself*  if  its  fuither 
progress  is  not  arrested  by  the  success  of  this  bill :  for 
the  field  for  this  manufacture  is  unlimited*  to  s^y  nothing 
of  lis  interior  resources,  on  the  sea  board  that  field  is  un- 
limited. We  have  fifteen  hundred  miles  of  sea  coast ; 
on  evei>-  part  of  wliich  this  manufacture  nwy  be  esta- 
bliabed  to  advantage  ;  and  in  the  South  to  more  ad  van- 


whole  capital  is  fixed,  and  that  none  of  it,  or  next  to 
none*  is  floating,  and  employed  in  hiring  and  subsistiog 
labor,  or  in  purchasing  the  gross  material  \  and  that*  if 
you  destroy  this  manufacture*  you  annihilate  this  capital. 
Not  like  capital  in  trade*  which,  if  excluded  from  one 
channel,  still  remains  entire,  and  may  be  employed  in 
another;  here  it  is  annihilated  and  lost ;  lost  as  complete- 
ly as  if  it  was  buried  in  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  By  one 
legislative  breath  you  are  about  to  annihilate  fivemilliona 
of  property,  as  well  as  to  preclude  yourselves  from  a  re- 
source of  countless  millions  in  future. 

Now  let  us  look  to  the  operation  of  this  measure  up- 
on this  manufacture  and  to  the  consequences  of  that  ope- 
ration. One  effect  must  be*  to  arrest  the  propess  of 
this  manufacture*  and  prevent  its  further  extension.  Of 
this  there  can  be  no  question «  for*  if  mere  doubts  of 
the  continuance  of  this  protecting  duty  have  operated 
to  keep  back  capital  frem  this  employment,  which  is 
known  to  be  the  fact— when  these  doubts  are  convert- 
ed into  a  certainty,  and  the  duty  is  discontinued,  will 
capital  go  to  that  employment  ?    {t  w^ould  be  idle,  it 
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would  be  foolish,  to  expect  it.  Then  all  the  residue  rf 
this  great  resource,  of  this  wide  a))d  profitable  field  for 
industry  and  capital,  is  to  be  cut  off  at  once,  and  lost  to 
the  country  forever.  But  the  mischief  will  not  stop 
liere  \  the  measure  will  not  only  arrest  the  further  pro- 
IH'ess  of  this  manufacture  (  it  will  be,  it  must  be,  ruin-, 
ous  to  it.  For,  consider  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
how  that  state  has  been  proiluied.  The  domestic  ma- 
nufacture has  deprived  the  foreign  manufacturer,  in  a 
great  degree,  of  this  market ;  and,  this  being  his  great 
market,  the  consequence  is,  that  salt,  at  all  the  foreign 
salt  ports,  has  fallen  to  a  mere  drug — ^to  less  than  50  per 
centum  below  its  former  cost  there.  Now,  by  this  mea- 
sure, you  will  giv«  to  the  foreign  manufacturer  a  boun- 
ty of  ten  cents  on  every  bushel.  Then  salt  being  to  be 
purchased,  at  all  the  foreign  suit  ports,  at  Itss  than  half 
the  former  cost,  and  paying  here  only  half  the  present 
duty,  it  can  be  imported  and  sold  here,  and  at  a  profit, 
«t  less  than  it  can  be  made  here  at  present.  Then  it 
will  be  imported,  ynd  in  immense  quantities ;  all  our  mar- 
kets will  be  glutted  with  it.  Our  manufacturers  will 
struggle  against  the  overwhelming  ruin,  but  they  will 
struggle  in  vain.  They  must  b«  prostrated  ;  their  works 
must  be  abandoned.  I  speak  with  the  utmost  confi- 
dence as  to  all  the  sea-board  establishments,  and  to  all 
the  interior  establishments,  whose  salt  is  water  borne  to 
market  \  it  may  not  be  so  ruinous  to  those  more  inland, 
and  whose  salt  supplies  an  inland  market ;  but  to  them 
it  must  be  very  injurious. 

Now,  when  those  establishments  are  prostrated  and 
abandoned,  what  will  be  th«  consequence  ?  Salt  will 
be^in  to  rise  {  it  will  rise  here ;  it  will  rise  abroad  {  it 
will  rise  till  it  reaches  its  former  price ;  the  monopoly 
price  of  the  foreign  monopolist ;  which  is  always  tlie 
maximum  price  at  which  the  thing  can  be  sold,  w4  the 
minifflum  price  at  which  it  can  be  made,  as  is  always 
the  case  when  the  domestic  manufacture  is  supported 
against  the  foreign  competition.  Now  what  will  be  the 
reinedv  for  this  state  of  things  ?  It  will  be  to  re-eaU- 
blish  the  domestic  manufacture.  How  can  this  be  done  } 
Only  by  re-establishing  the  protecting  duty,  which  you 
are  now  about  to  repeal  or  reduce.  Let  me  remark, 
here,  that  it  will  be  much  more  difilcult  to  re-establish 
the  manufacture,  by  re-establishing  the  duly,  tlian  it 
'lias  been  to  acQuire  the  manufacture,  by  imposing  the 
duty  I  for  the  adventurers  wiU  then  know  what  before 
they  did  not  know,  that  they  are  liable  to  be  ruined  by 
the  inaUbility  of  our  legislation.  It  will  be  much,  if 
their  confidence  gets  the  better  of  their  fears,  and  they 
again  ventui'e  their  capital  where  it  has  once  been  lost, 
and  may  be  again,  from  the  same  peril.  Who  would 
commit  himself  to  the  peril  of  auicksands,  in  which  he 
had  seen  others  and  might  fina  himself  swallowed  up 
and  lost }  Here  1  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate to  one  topic,  which,  though  a  general  one,  has  a 
direct  bearing  on  this  question,  as  well  as  on  all  ques- 
tions of  this  class.  If  I  could  impress  it  upon  others  as 
it  impresses  itself  upon  my  mind,  I  should  flatter  myself 
that  its  weight  wmdd  be  found  mobt  decisive  in  the  pre- 
gentcase. 

The  great  difficulty  in  buildinj^  up  a  State,  bv  **.z  po- 
licy, and  especially  a  free  State,  is  not  so  n^uch  in  devis- 
ing that  policy,  arduous  as  that  is,  as  in  |»ur8uading  to 
the  lacrifices  incident  to  its  adoption. 

The  excellence  of  all  excellent  policy  is  in  a  steady 
permanent  adherence  to  its  principle  \  without  that  ad- 
herence,  the  fruits  of  that  policy  connot  be  realized ; 
without  ity  the  policy,  however  excellent  in  itself,  ceases 
to  be  io  in  effect  Indeed  it  is  the  worse  for  that  excel- 
lence: for  it  is  in  its  nature  costly,  attended  with  sacrifices; 
but  these  are  all  to  be  made  in  the  beginning.  If,  after 
these  are  made,  the  policy  is  departed  from,  all  its  evils 
have  been  bome,  and  none  of  iu  benefiU  have  been  t^- 


al'izcd ;  it  has  been  productive  purely  of  evil,  which 
might  have  been  avoided,  by  the  vulgar  policy  of  letting 
things  alone,  and  leaving  them  to  their  natural  course. 

Every  scheme  of  great  national  policy  looks  ahead, 
and  to  another  day,  for  its  full  and  perfect  r^ults.  If  the 
scheme  be  g^d  in  itself,  and  it  be  stea'MIy  adhered  to, 
time,  in  due  season,  will  bring  these  foKh  j  and  these 
have  commonly  been  found  to  exceed  in  magnitude 
every  anticipation,  even  the  most  sanguine  that  has  been 
formed  of  them.  It  was  the  maxim  of  adhering  to  a  po- 
licy once  adopted  and  begim,  that  laid  the  foundation, 
and  insured  the  military  greatness  of  Home  ;  it  was  this 
that  laid  the  foundation,  and  has  insured  the  commer- 
cial greatness  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  greatness,  in 
both  instances,  fiir  exceeded  the  onticipations  of  either 
People.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  poetical  economy  of 
Great  Britain,  that,  in  no  instance  in  which  they  have 
adopted  a  policy  for  acquiring  a  manufacture  within 
themselves,  has  she  receded  one  iota  from  that  policy, 
for  one  moment.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  she 
never  has  failed  to  acquire  and*  establiali  that  manufac 
ture,  however  unprominng  the  attempt  might  seem  to 
be  ;  and  another  consequence  also  has  been,  ultimately, 
t6  obtain  the  article  manufactured  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and 
of  a  better  quality,  than  it  could  be  imported.  And  the 
proof  is,  that  the  same  article  has  become  an  article  of 
export,  and  finds  a  ready  market  in  all  other  countries 
of  the  world,  not  excepting  that  from  which  it  had  been 
imported,  and  still  might  be  imported.  l*he  silk  manu- 
facture, for  instance,  originally,  would  look  like  a  most 
unpromising  attempt  ?  in  the  then  experience  of  the 
world,' it  would  seem  forbidden  J-y  the  very  nature  of 
things  4  the  climate,  seemingly  ungenial  to  the  tree,  as 
not  being  indigenous  to  the  soil ;  ungenial  to  that  ten- 
der and  delicate  worm,  which  feeds  upon  the  tree,  and 
Croduces  the  gross  material,  and  which  then  had  never 
een  found  to  exist,  but  in  warmer  latitudes.  Yet  the 
atteifipt  was  made,  and  has  suGceeded.  Silks  are  now 
the  second  article  in  rank  in  the  list  of  their  exports ; 
they  are  below  tlieir  cottons,  which  is  the  first  article,  but 
is  above  their  woollens,  which  is  the  third  Dn  the  list. 

The  principle  of  that  policy  has  been  this:  to  give  to 
the  proposed  manufacture  such  a  protecting  duty,  as 
would  ultimately  give  to  it  the  exclusive  market  of  the 
cotmtry,  and  to  adhere  to  that  principle  steadily  and  un- 
vatyingly,  from  time  to  time,  and  m  all  times,  and  not  to 
suffer  that  adherence  to  be  intermitted  or  remitted  for 
a  moment ;  to  suffer  no  revolution  of  parties,  no  transi- 
tion of  power  from  one  to  another ;  to  suffer  no  change 
of  men  in  power  ?  to  suffer  no  change,  even  of  the 
Government  itself,  to  make  any  change  in  this  adherence. 
The  laws  of  nature  herself  are  not  more  steady  in  their 
operations  than  has  been  their  adherence  to  that  principle. 
The  Consequence  is,  that  she  is  now  the  wealthiest  nation 
eusting,  or  that  ever  has  existed  on  enrth  ;  and,  in  her 
wealth,  commands  the  means  of  more  physical  force  than 
ever  before  was  wielded  by  any  one  nation.  Why  is  it 
that  other  nations  of  Europe,  who  have  seen  and  would 
emulate  the  success  of  Great  BriUin,  and  by  the  same 
means,  too,  have  fallen  so  much  in  her  rear  f  It  ii  be- 
cause, thougli  they  have  adopted  the  same  policy,  they 
have  not  adhered  to  it  witJi  the  skme  steadiness,  llie 
policy  with  them  has  been  more  variable  and  fluctating. 
It  has  bv  them  been  more  timidly  taken  up,  more  fiiintly 
pursued,  and,  at  times,  weakly  abandoned.  The  doctrines 
of  Adam  Smith  had  a  charm  to  the  Continental  Nations 
of  Europe,  which  they  never  had  on  his  own  nation,  the 
British.  Their  own  experience  refuted  his  reasoning  ; 
the  refutation  was  visible — was  palpable  to  tUem,  in  tlieir 
own  prosperity,  produced  by  a  practice  the  reverse  of 
his  theory.  'I'he  success  of  Grrat  Britain  ia  an  experi- 
mental proof  to  her,  it  ought  to  be  a  monumental  pnx^f 
to  other  nations*  of  the  falnty  of  bis  doctrines.     But 
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theae  nations,  and  especially  Germany,  was  infatuated 
with  these  doctrines.  She  threw  down  all  the  restric- 
tions, by  which  her  own  industry  was  protected ;  and 
threw  open  all  her  markets  to  the  equal  competition  of 
all  the  world.  Free  trade  was  the  cry  all  over  that 
country.  What  was  the  consequence  }  Free  trade,  in 
a  short  time,  paralysed  and  prostrated  all  her  own  manu- 
factures ;  and  with  them,  all  their  other  interests.  The^* 
all  felt  the  blow  of  free  trade,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. Free  trade  was  a  common  calamity  to  them  all ; 
and  all  went  down  together  ;  and,  in  this  prostrate  con- 
dition', they  lie  to  this  hour :  for,  though  her  statesmen 
have  long  since  waked  from  the  dreams  of  their  folly, 
they  have  found  it  much  easier  to  destroy,  than  to  re- 
build what  has  once  been  destroyed.  It  must  be  so. 
Fluctuation  in  that  policy  by  which  a  manufacture  has 
been  acquired,  must  be  fatal  to  it ;  and  when  lost  there- 
by, to  every  hope  of  its  revival.  When  a  manufacture 
is  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  policy  by  which  it 
was  protected,  that  faith  i^  gone  which  is  necessary  to 
induce  a  renewal  of  tha  adventure.  What  pruiient  man 
will  risk  capital  where  he  sees  it  has  been  lest,  and  is 
equally  expected  to  be  so  again  ?  Tiie  ruin  of  former 
adventurers  stands  as  a  wreck  upon  the  coast,  to  warn 
him  to  keep  clear  of  its  hidden  dangers  $  and  against  fol- 
lowing on  in  a  track  that  had  ltd  others,  and  may  lead 
him,  to  destruction.  The  question  now  is  not  whether 
we  shall  impose  a  duly,  in  order  to  acquire  a  manufac- 
ture, but,  whether  we  shall  continue  a  duty,  in  order  to 
preserve  a  manufacture  already  acquired.  If  the  effect 
of  this  measure  shall  be  to  destroy  this  manufacture,  and 
that  it  will,  I  consider  as  a  moral  certainty,  we  may  bid  a 
final  farewell  to  every  hope  of  its  future  revival. 

Mr.  MACON  said,  that  the  Government  was  not  the 
same  now,  as  when  he  and  the  ^gentleman  from  Marvland 
[Mr.  Smith]  first  came  into  Congress.  He  thanked  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  for  bringing  this  bill  forward ; 
and  would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  whether  the  SUte  he  [Mr.  Macon]  repre- 
sented  was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  burthen  of  this 
tax.  The  people  did  not  complain,  and  probably  sent 
fewer  petitions  to  Congress  than  any  other  State  ;  but 
they  felt  it  severely.  There  were  certain  things  which 
ought  not  to  be  taxed  in  any  country — ^things  that  enter- 
ed  into  the  plain  food  of  the  poor  and  laboring  classes, 
and  which  were  necessary  to  sustain  life.  He  had  ge- 
nerally found,  that,  when  the  Senate  did  not  want  to 
pass  a  bill,  it  was  argued  that  it  would  not  be  taken  up 
in  the  other  House.  But  that  was  no  objection  on  this 
floor.  The  Senate  was  not  to  decide  for  the  other 
House.  When  the  bill  came  before  them  they  should 
decide  for  themselves.  This  duty  seemed  to  him  in  the 
light  of  stock  which  Congress  had  got  out  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  which  they  were  determined  to  hold  on  upon. 
If  this  bill  were  to  pass  in  the  Senate,  and  be  rejected 
in  the  other  House,  it  would  make  no  difference  in  his 
opinion.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Anderson's  book,  quoted  last  year  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  can  be  controverted.  Neither  do 
1  consider  that  a  more  perfect  exposition  of  the  odious- 
ness  of  this  tax  can  be  made,  than  was  last  year  made 
by  that  gentleman  [Mr.  WooDBuat.]  This  article  goes 
into  every  meal  we  eat  Not  a  mouthful  goes  down 
the  poor  man's  throat,  which  is  not  seasoned  with  it. 
And  why  should  not  the  duty  be  reduced?  Because 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  would  get  a 
less  price.  But,  is  even  our  food  to  be  taxed  because  a 
few  iixlividuals  own  salt  springs  ?  He  deprecated  the 
principle  which  was  fast  gaining  ground,  of  legislating 
partially  in  favor  of  one  class  of  the  community,  which 
would  have  tlie  effect,  if  not  opposed,  of  establishing 
an  oligarchy  among  us.  What,  said  Mr.  M.  must  unito 
the  country  i    A  fellow-feeling  for  alt  parts  of  it*     If  a 


single  citizen's  rights  were  touched,  every  man  ought  to  ^ 
feel  as  if  the  case  were  his  own.     But  it  could  not  be 
held  that,  if  they  got  a  road  made    for  the  benefit  of  one 
part  of  the  country,  and  neglected  another,  there  could 
be  a  fellow-feeling  between  them.     Sir,  said  Mr.  M.  I 
will  appeal  to  theffentleman  froiii  New  York  [Mr.MA- 
coH  here  addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Yak  Bcrett]  if  he 
did  not  find  every  thing  in  ruins  in  the  State  which  I  re- 
present, when  he  passed  through  it — and  whether  the 
tariff  has  not  destroyed  us  ^    I  am  glad  the  gentleman 
went  there  ;  and  I  hope  he  will  go  again.     In  tlie   war. 
North  Carolina  was  ver^  much  oppressed  by  the  loss  of 
commerce,  and  other  injuries.     And  now  she  is  equally 
burthened  with  this  protective  system.     The  principle 
of  protection  had  been  carried  too  far.     When  I  was 
young,  this  word,  protection,  had  a  bad  sound  to  me ; 
and  it  is  quite  as  oad  now.     It  seems  to  mean  that,  where 
ihcre  is  any  place  highly  favored  by  nature,  more  must 
be  done  for  it  than  fur  any  other.     Thu  duty  has  been 
truly  called  a  ••  war-tax."    Nobody  knows  better  that  it 
is  so,  Mr.  President,  than  you  do.     And  I  told  you,  on  a 
former   occasion,  that  I  would  never  vote  for  a  bill  that 
had  salt  in   it.      Is    this  Government    partial  ?     What 
would  you  say  of  a  parent  that  would  feed  one  half  of 
his  children,  and  let  the  other  starve  ?     Salt  sells  now, 
in  the  market  towns,  higher  than  it  formerly  did  in  the 
interior  of  the  country.     It  has  been  sold  for  12^  cents, 
and  the  duty  is  now  30  cents  per  bushel ;  and  the  mea- 
sure in  those  days  was  good^not  your  56  lbs.     It  is  a 
heavy  article,  and  the  transportation  of  it  inland  makes 
it  cost,  in  many  places,  over  50  cents  per  bushel.     'J'hc 
duty  of  20  cents  was  first  put  on  at  the  commencemci>t 
of  the  war.     Part  of  it  was  aflerwards  taken  off.     But  it 
is  now  20  cents.     Those  who  voted  for  it  then,  said 
they  would  vot«*against  it  when  the  war  was  over.     It 
is  said  that  it  is  an  article  which  cannot  be  smuggled — 
and  is  tliat  a  reason  why  it  should  be  taxed  ?    Is  it  good 
reasoning  to  say,  that,  because  laces  and  silks  can  be 
smuggled,  they  must  not  be  taxed  as  high  as  an  article 
of  necessity  to  the  poor  ?     Tliey  don't  enter  into  tlie  con- 
sumption of  the  poor  man.     Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  have  al- 
ways considered  this  system  of  high  duties  as  the  strife 
of  private  interest  against  the  public  good.     It  had  been 
said  to  the  South,  a  few  years  ago,  **  only  pass  our   ta- 
riff bill  and  your  cotton  will  rise."    But  it  has  not,     I 
don't  know   that  they  promised   us  a  rise  on  tobacco. 
But  we  were  toUl  that  it  would  increase  the  consump- 
tion of  cotton.     How  does  it  turn  out  ?     With  every  kind 
of  protection,  iiistead  of  our  manufacturers  underselling 
the  foreigners,  the  foreigners  undersell  us.     They  go 
away  with  good  prices.     He  saw,  by  a  Boston  paper,  not 
long  since,   that  the  prices  had  not  fallen.      The  pro- 
mise wai,  however,  that  every  thing  should  fall  j  and  it 
reminds  me  of  the  maxim  that,  "while  the  grass  grows 
the  steed  starves,"    He  thought  he  should  die  before 
there  would  be  any  fall.     Sir,  I  think,  said  Mr.   M.  that 
we  are  so  frightened  about  foreign  products,  that  we 
would  be  almost  willing  to  starve  ourselves,  and  go  na- 
ked,  rather  than  eat  and  wear  them.     The  full  inteiv- 
tion  of  this  system  seems  to  be,  that  we  are  to  have 
notliing  but  what  is  made  in  this  country.     Sir,  if  the 
Southern  States  had  looked  as  sharp  after  their  own  af- 
fairs as  the  North  have,  where  would  the  great  export 
trade  have  come  from  ?    In  nothing  ought  equality  to 
he  more  strictly  observed,  than  in  taxation.     But  eveiy 
body  knows,  that,  if  you  collect  in  one  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  expend  in  another,  you  do  not  deal  equally. 
It  was  an  old  fasliioncd  opinion,  with  him,  that  the  max- 
im which  directed  that  every  body  should  be  let  alone, 
and  do  that  which  they  could  do  best,  oonlained  a  sound 
doctrine.     Free  trade  and  sailor's  rights,  was  formerly 
the  motto  of  our  system  ?  but  now,  evtry  point  must  be 
settled  by  law.     He  had  hoped  that  this  bill,  would  pass  • 
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but  his  hopes  were  now  very  faint.    Whether  it  did  or 
did  not,  be  should  always  be  of  opinion  that  justice  re 
quired  its  passage. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  MAYNE  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  right  as  to  the  effect  of  the  ^  bill,  should  it  pass.  It 
would,  doubtless,  reduce  the  price  ;  but  it  was  ques- 
tionable whether  the  revenue  would  be  at  all  diminish- 
ed. In  political  arithmetic,  two  and  two  did  not  always 
make  fc^ur.  It  was  well  acknowledged,  that,  as  the  du- 
ty was  reduced  on  articles  of  prime  necessity,  in  the 
same  ratio  the  consumption  would  increase.  If,  there- 
fore, by  the  operation  of  this  bill,  the  consumption  of 
salt  should  be  increased  one  third  in  the  year,  therti 
would,  as  far  as  the  revenue  was  concerned,  be  no  re- 
duction at  all,  and  tlie  People  would  be  enabled  to  get 
the  quantity  wanted  by.  them  of  this  article  at  a  much 
lower  price. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  supposes  that  there 
will  be  no  increase  of  consumption,  in  consequence  of 
this  measure.  But  he  is,  surely,  in  error.  Every  indi- 
vidual would  have  a  larger  allowance,  and  it  would  be 
used  largely  in  husbandry,  both  as  manure  and  for 
fattening  of  cattle.  And,  said  Mr.  Hatnk,  my  life  upon 
it,  instead  of  only  increasing  ene-third,  the  increase  of 
consumption  will  be  much  lai^er.  The  gentleman  was 
also  mistaken  as  to  the  foct  ot  this  duty  being  originally 
a  war  tax.  He  thinks  that  it  was  not.  But  how  docs 
he  reconc'de  his  opinion  to  the  fact,  that  it  was  laid  on 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  other  House,  during  tlie  war,  and  that  it  was  tak- 
en off  on  the  return  of  peace  ?  It  was  a  curious  fact, 
that,  of  the  whole  budget  reported,  by  that  Comnniltce, 
laying  imposts  to  carry  on  the  war,  but  one  was  rejected 
by  the  House  ;  and  that  was  the  duty  on  salt  ;  and  it 
was  stated  in  the  Senate,  last  year,  that  the  members,  in 
order  to  carry  their  point,  pledged  themselves  that  it 
was  a  war-tax  only,  and  not  intended  to  remain  in  exis- 
tence in  times  of  peace.  The  duty  on  salt,  therefore,  is 
emphatically  a  wap*tax,  and  nothing  else.  He  had  no 
design  to  enter  into  a  general  ai-gument  on  the  bdl , 
but  rose  merely  to  correct  the  Senator  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  SANFOUD  said  that  the  renewal  of  the  duty 
in  1816  proved  that  it  was  not  a  war  measure.  If  so. 
then  the  duties  laid  on  every  other  article,  by  the  law 
of  that  year   came  under  the  denomination  of  war-taxes. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  in  reply,  .that  names  were  not 
things,  ascoidd  be  easily  demonstrated.  The  gentle- 
man supposed  that  this  is  not  a  war-tax,  because  it  was 
included  in  the  act  of  1816.  But  1  say  it  is  a  war-tax, 
•«aid  Mr.  H.  because  it  originated  during  the  war,  and  to 
carry  it  on. 

The  bill  was  tlien  Uud  on  the  table. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 

price  of  public  lands  was  taken  up  5  and  the  substitute 

offered  by  Mr.  BAUTON  for  the  original  bill,  being  un. 

dcr  consideration- 
Mr.  BENTON  addfesscd  the  Senate  at  considerable 

length,  advocating  the  original  bill. 

TuKSDAT,  ApBii  8,  1828. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mao'bnd,  Uie  bill  from 
the  House  making  appropriations  for  Internal  Improve- 
ment, was  taken  up,  together  with  sundry  amendments 
reported  to  the  bill  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  principal  amendment  under  consideration  was  a 
proviso  that  th«  appropriation  of  30,000  dollars  for  sur- 


veys should  be  expended  on  no  other  surveys  but  those 
already  commenced.  Ii  was  explained  by  Mr.  SMITH, 
of  Maryland  He  observed  tliat  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee Iiad  agreed  to  this  amendment.  Surveys  had  al- 
ready been  niade  of  certain  works,  and  if  this  amendment 
passed  no  new  ones  would  be  commenced  until  those 
now  in  progress  were  completed.  He  had  not  agreed 
with  his  colleagues  on  the  committee,  in  recommending 
this  amendment ;  and  it  was  for  tlie  Senate  to  consider 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  deprive  tliose  States  to 
which  surveys  had  not  been  extended,  of  any  of  tJie  be- 
nefits of  this  appropriation,  until  those  were  completed 
which  were  already  commenced. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  that,  now  that  all  the  larger  Slates 
had  been  listened  to,  and  all  their  plans  had  been  com- 
pleted, it  was  unjust  to  cut  off  those  smaller  or  more  re- 
mote States  tiiat  had  hitherto  asked  no  assistance.  He 
was  also  against  the  amendment,  because  the  other  House 
had  fully  discussed  this  appropriation,  and  had  decided 
in  its  favor.  From  that  fact,  it  was  obvious  Uiat  they 
would  not  adopt  the  amendment,  even  if  it  should  pass 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  did  not  think  the  Senate 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  decisions  of  the  other  House. 
He  went  with  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  amendment.  Mt.  S.  then  handed  the  Secre- 
tary a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  5  which  was  read. 
He  also  laid  on  the  table  a  statement  of  the  different 
items  of  expenditure  for  surveys,  and  the  objects  on 
which  they  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  RUOGLES  opposed  the  amendment,  as  a  depar- 
ture  from  the  intentions  of  the  act  of  1824.  He  thought 
the  best  manner  of  employing  the  gpraduates  from  West 
Point,  during  a  time  of  profound  peace,  waa  in  aiirvey- 
ing  the  unexplored  parts  of  the  country,  aind  developii^ 
its  resources.  He  thought,  also,  that  injustice  woukl  be 
done  by  breaking  off  the  surveys  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  inquired  as  to  the  reasons  of  the  com- 
mittee in  reporting  the  amendment.  He  understood 
that  the  chairman  [Mr.  Smith]  was  opposed  to  it.  He 
therefore  desired  information  from  some  one  of  the  ^n'» 
tlemen  who  formed  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  PARBIS  explained  at  some  length  the  views  of 
the  members  of  the  committee,  observing  that  the  power 
of  making  surveys  had  not  hitherto  been  extended  be- 
yond the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  act  of  1824.  Many 
surveys  had  been  maae  for  other  than  national  objects, 
and  many  for  the  benefit  of  individuals  or  corporations. 
It  was  thought  better  to  finish- what  had  been  begun, 
than  to  go  on  with  any  new  works,  before  the  others 
were  completed.  It  was  also  believed,  *||*^^^^JgJ["^' 
rous  surveys  now  projected,  were  progreiMxl  .sAk  •' 
would  require  that  ihe  Engineer  corps  sboidd  IHrien- 
larged. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  opposed  the  amendment  at  consider- 
able  length.  He  thought  it  would  have  been  better  to 
move  to  repeal  the  law  of  1824.  or  to  have  struck  out 
the  appropriation.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  act  of  1824, 
and  he  had  rejoiced  in  its  operation.  As  to  the  com- 
plaint that  these  surveys  had  been  exercised  for  States, 
for  individuals,  sind  corporations,  he  saw  00  objeotioas 
to  such  an  exercise  of  the  power,  as  it  oiattered  not  whe- 
ther objects  of  public  utility  were  proposed  by  corpoia- 
tions,  which  had  very  often  more  regard  to  public  good 
than  to  private  interest.  As  to  concluding  the  surveys 
commenced,  he  did  not  see  the  benefit  which  would 
arise  from  such  a  coursev  as  the  whole  system  wa^  one  of 
comparison.  Many  plans  were  presented  for  one  work  ; 
and,  until  the  whole  subject  should  be  brought  before 
Congress,  they  could  not  decide  upon , it.  He  objected 
to  the  amendment*  because  it  woidd  withhold  from  those 
States  that  had  not  applied  for  assistance  the  benefits 
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which  had  been  felt  by  others.  The  Engineer  corps 
could  not  be  employed  better  than  in  exploring  the  coun- 
try and  opening  its  resources.  He  wished  to  see  the  great 
work  go  on,  and  that  ho  impediments  might  be  thrown 
in  its  wa}',  #• 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  expressed  himself  as  hostile 
to  the  amendment.  He  wishecl  the  provision  might  be 
left  open.  The  Baltimore  lUil-road  Company  had  re- 
ceived aid  from  the  United  States'  Engineers,  which  was 
of  great  value  ;  and  lie  understood  that  similar  aid  was 
wanted  in  South  Carolina.  He  should  feel  great  regret 
were  this  amendment  to  cause  it  to  be  withheld  from 
thai  State,  or  any  other  which  might  be  in  need  of  it, 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thought  they  had  better  go  on  and 
complete  what  had  been  begun  ;  but  he  wished,  after 
tha(  wa4  done,  the  Work  might  go  on  as  usual.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  that  other  pro- 
jects might  be  pi^ogresaed  in,  after  those  already  under 
survey  were  completed,  by  inserting  the  words,  *•  until 
the  surveys  already  corHmenced  are  completed." 

Mr.  McLANE  signified  his  approbation  of  Mr.CHAND- 
LER's  amendment ;  and  proceeded  to  reply,  at  some 
length,  to  certain  remarks  of  Mr.  WEBSTER.  He  was 
as  much  an  advocate  of  the  act  of  1824  as  that  gtsntle- 
man  ;  but  h^  wished  to  confine  those  survey t  to  the  li- 
mits fixed  by  that  act — to  national  objects  only.  His 
object  in  advocating  in  the  committee  the  amendment 
reported,  was  to  bring  back  the  system  of  surveys  to  its 
original  grounds,  and  restrict  it  to  its  constitutional  pro- 
vince. He  considered  that  Congress  ought  not  to  au- 
thorize surveys  of  works  which  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  Congress  to  complete.  They  had  been  carried  miu:h 
farther,  and  local  obiectshad  been,  surveyed  i^hich  were 
never  embraced  in  the  law  of  1824.  He  did  not  lay  this 
fault  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  but  members  of  Congress 
had  made  representations  to  Ihft  Secretaiy,  on  which  he 
thought  himself  authorized  to  detail  a  party  of  Engineers 
to  make  surveys.  Thus  he  had  been  deceived,  and  the 
United  States'  officers  engage.d  in  duties  not  authorized 
by  the  law  under  which  they  acted.  He  thought  that,  if 
a  State  projected  a  work  of  a  local  nature,  and  required 
the  science  of  the  United  States'  Corps  of  Engineers, 
their  aid  ought  to  b«  given  ;  but  then  the  State  ought  to 
pay  the  expense  of  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  opposed  the  amendment  oifered  by 
Mr.  CHANDLER.  He  did  not  see  that  tl)e  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee  would  effect  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware — to  bring  the  exercise  of 
the  power  of  making  surveys  to  those  of  objects  exclu- 
sively national.  It  was  said  that  many  of  those  surveys 
which  had  been  made  thus  far,  were  of  a  local  nature, 
And  how  would  the  amendnnen^  which  proposed  merely 
that  they  shofikl  all  be  completed  before  any  others  were 
commenced,  effect  that  object  f  If  all  those  surveys 
were  to  be  completed,  whether  national  or  local,- how 
did  the  amendment  confine  them  to  national  werks  P 
Mr.  W.  spoke  at  some  length  in  demonstration  of  the 
difficulty  that  existed  tn  fbung  upon  what  workji  were 
really  national  or  local. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  referred  to  the  list  of  works 
which  had  been  surveyed,  and  were  now  in  |progresB» 
(which  was  read  by  the  Secretary,)  and  contended  that 
it  did  not  eonUun  a  single  object  which  was  not  of  a  na- 
tional character. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied  to  Mr.  WEBSTER  at  consider- 
able  length.  He  thought  thq.  gentleman  had  departed 
from  the  ground  at  first  taken  b^  him*  If  he  had  net 
misunderstood  him,  he  declared  nis  willingness  to  in- 
creaae  the  number  of  Engineer^  and  to  prosecute  sur- 
reys of  a  local  as  well  as  national  chancier. 

[Here  Mr.  WEBSTER  explained,  that  he  had  said  he 
waa  wiliing  to  allow  the  uaweyn  to  goon  as  &r  at  the  law 
would  authorise,  whether  for  objecU  adopted  by  a  State 
or  corporation.] 


Mr.  McLANE  continued  his  remarks,  and  went  at 
some  length  into  the  consideration  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween national  and  other  works.  He  also  commented 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Ma^^land, 
upon  the  list  of  surveys,  pointing  out  several  which  he 
maintained  were  not  of  a  national  character. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  was  taken  up ;  and  the  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  BARTON  being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  BENTON  continued  his  speech  (commenced  yes- 
terday) in  support  of  the  original  bill. 

About  3  o'clock,  Mr.  BENTON  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, intimating  tliat  he  should  continue  his  reroancs  to- 
morrow. 

WasvssDAT,  ApaiL  9,  1838. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  the  bill  niaking  appro- 
priations for  Internal  Improvement  was  again  taken  up. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  CHANDIjER  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  relation  to 
surveys,  being  under  consideration,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken And  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.,  rose  to  reply  to  some  se- 
marks  of  Mr.  M'Lahx,  made  in  the  debate  of  yesterday. 
He  considered  that,  if  the  gentleman  from, Delaware  had 
examined  the  subject  with  his  usual  accuracy,  he  would 
have  found  that,  in  the  list  of  surveys,  alluded  to  by  him, 
not  one  of  them  were  other  than  of  a  national  charac- 
ter. Mr.  J.  spoke  at  length  on  the  difficulty  of  defining 
the  terms  of  the  bill  of  1824,  and  of  pointing  out  exactly 
the  meaning  of  the  words  **  national  importance." — 
He  believed  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  adhered 
strictly  to  the  meaning  of  the  bill,  and  had  been  correct 
in  his  construction.  The  list  of  surveys,  amounting  to 
69,  was  swelled  to  that  amount  by  the  subdivision  of  the 
diflTerent  objects.  Many  of  those  which  tiie  gentleman 
from  Deleware  looked  upon  as  local,  had  been  ordered 
by  Congress,  and  many  of  them  were  connecting  links 
in  the  great  chain  of  national  works.  It  was  impossible 
tiiat  it  should  be  known,  whether  a  work  was  of  great 
iiatiotial  importance,  until, it  had  been  surveyed.  When 
that  was  done,  and  tlie  reports  laid  before  Congress, 
they  would  be  able  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  was  not 
proper  to  make  appropriations  for  the  work — in  fact, 
whetlier  they  were  objects  of  national  importance.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  act  of  1824,  had  been  strictly  adhered  to. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied,  and  remarked,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana  had  misconceived  him.  He  said 
nothing  against  any  object  proposed  to  be  carried  into 
effect  by  this  bdl  {  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  in  favor 
of  its  provisions.  His  remarks,  yesterday,  had  been 
confined  to  surveys ;  and  his  only  desire  was,  that  they 
should  be  coafiuMi  to  the  limits  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  1824.  His  objection  was  to  the  employment  of 
the  corps  of  United  Sutes'  Engineers  for  objects  en- 
tirely local.  Such  he  considered  the  Rail  Road  in  Ma- 
ryland, which  ran  from  point  to  point  in  that  State.  He 
was,  u  he  had  yesterday  declared,  willing  that  the 
States  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  science  of  the  corps; 
but  the  extra  expense  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
States  in  all  such  cases.  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
and  himself,  perfectly  agreed  as  to  the  difficulty  of  decid- 
ing whether  an  obiect  was  national  or  not «  and  they 
alio  agreed  in  thinking  that  Congress  ought  to  decide 
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tb  e  question.  The  pdwet  of  surveying  a  roadt  Mr.  McL. 
considered  to  be  derived  from  the  power  of  making 
it :  therefore,  he  did  not  think  it  the  proper  course  to 
search  the  whole  country  for  Siational  objects  by  means 
of  surveys,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter, 
but  to  elucidate  the  practicability  of  the  plans  previously 
designated.  As  far  as  the  law  of  1834  went,  he  was 
willing  to  go.  But  he  could  not  believe  that  it  was  even 
contemplated  by  that  law,  that  a  member  of  Congress, 
on  his  mere  motion,  shoul4  cause  a  survey  to  be  made, 
whether  of  a  national  or  local  object.  In  making  such 
surveys,  he  was  fully  satisfied  that  the  act  of  '24  had  been 
departed  from. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  replied,  at  considera- 
ble length,  and  combated  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Mr.  Mc  Lake,  as  to  the  local  value  of  certain  objects, 
particularly  the  Rail  Road  in  Maryland.  He  thought  it 
a  strange  proposition,  that  the  United  States  should  hire 
oift  their  Engineers  to  the  States.  He  could  not  com- 
prehend the  distinction  drawn  by  Mr.  McL.  between  lo- 
cal and  national  works  j  and  considered  it  not  altogether 
a  good  argument,  that,  although  the  United  States 
could  not  survey  a  road  which  they  had  no  riglit  to  make, 
the  corps  of  Engineers  could  be  detailed  to  survey 
roads  for  the  States  of  an  entirely  local  character.  The 
power  of  surveying,  although  derived  from  tha  power 
of  Congress  to  make  roads,  was  nevertheless  exerted 
of  necessity  previOMS  to  their  construction,  and  even 
before  a  decision  in  favor  of  their  constniction.  It  was 
by  no  means  certadn  tliat  surveys  were  to  be  followed 
up  by  appropriations-  It  was  neither  proper  nor  useful 
that  Congress  sliould  take  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
the  direction  of  the  surveys  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. Each  Department  ought  to  move  in  its  own  pro- 
per sphere  ;  and  while  scientific  men  were  employed  in 
obtaining  the  necessary  knowledge  for  framing  an  effec- 
tual bystem  of  defence.  Congress  ouglit  not  to  thwart 
their  plans.  He  was  averse  to  the  plan  of  allowing  all 
^  the  minor  works  to  be  delayed  until  the  greater  ones 
were  finished,  as  it  would  keep  those  States,  in  which 
only  subordinate  improvements  were  necessary,  in  the 
back  ground  for  a  series  of  years.  The  money  expend- 
ed for  these  objects  ought  to  be  cristributed  as  equally  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  wouldlillow.  As  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  ot  War,  he  believed  that  he  had 
acted  with  propriety,  and  that  the  discretion  had  better 
remain  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  HAYNE  next  rose,  and  went  at  large  mto  argu- 
w.ent  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  bestowing  miich  cen- 
sure on  the  manner  in  which  the  discretion  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  had  been  exercised  in  pointing  out  ob- 
jects for  survey.  He  had  formerly  been  in  favor  of  the  act 
of  1824,  and  he  had  learnt  a  lesson  in  legislation,  which 
he  should  carry  to  his  grave.  He  waa  not  then  aware 
that  the  most  important  question  in  passing  a  law,  was 
not «« what  its  benefits  would  be,  but  to  what  extent  its 
provisions  might  be  abused."  He  was  not  then  aware 
that  the  consideration  in  granting  power  to  a  public  of- 
ficer, was  not  what  the  effect  of  its  legitimate  exercise 
would  be,  but  to  what  extent  it  might  be  transcended, 
and  misapplied.  He  then  went  into  a  consideration  of 
the  extent  to  which  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
make  internal  improvemenU,  had  been  declareil  by  th.e 
act  of  1824,  and  nuiintained,  that,  instead  ^of  adhering 
to  the  works  designated  by  that  law,  objects  of  every 
description  had  been  surveyed.  He  recollected  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  that  act.  only  a  few  great 
national  objects  were  designated.  But  the  system, 
instead  of  being  confined  to  those  bounds,  had  been  ex- 
tended to  innumerable  surveys  In  tvery  part  of  the 
country,  of  objccU,  whether  national  or  local,  and  pro- 
miied  to  become  interminable.  Every  road,  everv  canal, 
was  said  to  be  national.     Sixty-nine  have  already  been 


commenced,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  had  reported 
thirty-eight  more.  For  all  this  the  Engineer  Corps  was 
incompetent :  as  he  had  been  informed  'by  a  gentleman 
attached  to  !>,  that  the  completion  of  the  surveys  al- 
ready commenced  are  sufficient  to  occupy  the  present 
corps,  and  that  other  works  could  not  be  begun,  with 
out  an  increase  of  the  number  of  the  corps.  He  saw 
no  object  in  going  on  in  this  manner,  but  one,  and  that 
was  to  commit  the  countiy  continually  in  new  and  un- 
finished projects.  Thus,  from  year  to  year,  the  country 
would  be  in  the  same  situation,  and  at  the  end  of  ten 
years,  they  would  be  no  nearer  the  end  of  the  systeori 
than  at  present,  after  having  surveyed  the  whole  face 
of  the  country.  The  effect  of  this  system,  be  declared, 
would  be  to  raise  false  hopes,  and  paralyze  the  exer- 
tions of  the  States  themselves,  in  projecting  and  carrying 
on  local  improvements. 

Mr.  McLANE,  in  further  reply  to  Mr.  JOHNSTON, 
said,  that  he  did  not  .propose  to  hire  the  Engineer  Corps 
of  tlie  United  States  to  the  States.  He  merely  propos- 
ed, that,  when  they  wct-e  not  otherwise  occupied,  their 
services  might  be  employed  for  local  objects  in  the  se- 
veral States,  and  that  then  their  extra  expences  should 
be  defrayed  by  the  States.  It  was  not  a  new  idea  with 
him.  Tlie  same  course  had  formerly  been  practised, 
and  the  departure  from  it,  in  late  years,  was  the  cause  of 
the  torrent  of  complaint  that  had  been  brought  against 
internal  improvement.  In  reply  to  some  other  remarks 
of  Mr.  JoHKSToar,  he  observed,  that  no  great  system  of 
internal  improvement  had  been  reported  to  Congress. 
The  Secretary  of  War  had  departed  entirely  from  the 
object  of  the  law  of  '24^  and  it  was  the  design  of  tlie 
Committee,  in  reporting  the  amendment*  to  confine 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  within  the  proviaons  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  rejoined-  He  could 
not  perceive  how,  (Mr.  J.  observedO  if  the  United  States 
could  survey  no  works  but  such  as  they  could  g^  on  with 
and  complete,  they  could  employ  their  Engineers  in  the 
service  of  the  States,  Such  had  been  his  meaning  in 
his  previous  remarks.  He  replied  to  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Hatkb.  It  was  a  complaint  that  the  system 
had  been  carried  on  irregularly.  It  was  true  ;  but  the 
reason  was,  that  the  friends  of  the  system  could  not  do 
otherwise.  The  opponents  of  the  system  prevented 
them.  He  thought  the  geittUman  from  South  Carolina 
defined  too  narrowly  the  powers  granted  by  the  bill « 
and  observed,  Uiat  the  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  cause  surveys  to  be  made  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  was  a  most  vague  and  general  power,  and  that 
the  dependence  must  always  be  upon  Congress  to  exer- 
cise its  wisdom  and  discretion,  in  deciding  upon  what 
course  was  right.  He  had  a  list  of  six  fjBJjjyjj^  ""*" 
provements  of  a  national  character,  made  ii|Me«Ml.pu- 
sage  of  the  act  of  '24,  which  had  been  dltl^  iana«r  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  th«<<:Httatiy.  A 
thousand  difficulties  were  in  the  way  ofj  this  system.  And 
it  was  impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  tJiat  it  could 
go  on  any  better  than  it  had.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  adopted,  and  rooveil  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  tiien  taken,  and  the  follo^ng  vote 
waag^yen: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Baton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  McKinley,  Mc- 
Lane,  Macon,  Parris,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  White,  Wood- 
bury.—21. 

NAYS.— Messra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ky. 
Johnston,  of  La.  Kane,  Knight,  Marks,  Robbins,  Rug- 
gles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.  Thomas,  Web- 
ster, WUley.— 21. 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT  rose,  and  said  :  The  Chair 
votes  in  the  affirmative.  The  Chair  has  no  doubt  if  the 
system  is  not  confined  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
1824,  it  will,  and  ou|^ht  to  run  down.  He  then  observ- 
ed that  this  wa9  no  new  opinion— that  when  the  law  was 
framed,  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Department  of  War, 
and  had  made  a  report  upon  the  subject ;  and  conclud- 
ed by  a  remark  whieh  was  not  clearly  understood  by  our 
Reporter,  in  which  a  message  of  the  President  it  the 
United  States  was  mentioned. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to^i^duate  the  price  of  public  lands  was  then 
taken  up,  the  substitute  offered  by.  Mr.  BARTON  being 
still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BENTON  agfain  took  the  floor,  and  concluded  his 
remarks. 

[Here  follows  the  speech  of  Mr.  B.  in  a  connected 
form:] 

Mr.  BENTON  began  with  saying  that  he  had  meditat- 
ed the  subject  matter  of  this  bill  for  eight  years,  and 
had  been  nt  work  upon  it  for  four  years.  He  had  began 
to  think  «f  it. in  the  year  1820,  when  he  was  a  private 
citizen  in  Missouri ;  and  had  began  to.  give  it  form  and 
effect  as  a  legislative  measure  in  the  Spring  of  1824, 
when  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  from  the  Senate  to  in- 
troduce his  first  bill  for  reducing  the  price  of  the  public 
lands.  That  bill  had  been  brought  in,  and  with  some 
modifications. had  been  annually  renewed  ever  since.  It 
had  been  discussed  on  several  occasions,  but  never  press- 
ed to  a  final  vote,  because  he  knew  that,  on  a  subject 
of  so  much  magnitude,  time  must  be  allowed  for  public 
opinion  to  develope  itself,  and  for  the  minds  of  Senators 
to  conbider  what  ought  to  be  done.  That  time  had  been 
allowed.  Four  years  had  elapsed  since  he  first  brought  in 
his  bill,  and  two  since  he  had  made  a  full  exp(»sition  of 
Its  merits  to  the  Senate.  Public  opinion  had  developed 
Itself,  at  least  in  the  West,  from  which  numerous  memo- 
rials and  petitions  had  been  received  in  favor  of  the 
bill ;  and  tlie  minds  of  Senators  were  ready  to  proceed 
from  consideration  to  judgment,  as  the  votes  and 
speeches  of  several  will  prove,  who  werr  at  first  doubt- 
ful of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  who  are,  now  ready  to 
declare  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  B.  then  stated  the  objects  of  his  bill  to  be,  first 
to  benefit  the  public  treasury'  by  acceleratii.g  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands ;  and,  next,  to  benefit  the  new  States 
by  procuring  for  them,  within  some  reasonable  time,  the 
use  of  all  the  soil  within  their  limits,  for  the  purposes  of 
settlement,  taxation,  and  general  jurisdiction.  The  siiles, 
he  said,  were  too  slow  at  present  to  answer  these  pur- 
poses.  They  scarcely  advanced  at  all,  and  certainly 
made  no  sensible  impression  on  the  mass  of  the  public 
lands.  The  Federal  Government  held  260  millions  of 
acresin  the  States  and  Territories, to  which  the  Indian  title 
had  been  extinguished  ;  about  50  millions  more  to  which 
it  had  not  been  extinguished  ;  about  90  millions  on  tiic 
Upper  Mississippi,  between  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Lake 
Superior,  and  about  700  millions  west  of  the  Mississippi 
and  east  of  the  Uocky  Mountains ;  making  1,100  milli- 
ons of  acres  ©f  undisputed  public  domain,  exclusive  of 
our  terhiorial  claims  and  possessions  in  the  valley  of  the 
Columbia  river  and  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Of 
this  immense  mass  no  more  than  20  millisns  of  acres  have 
been  soldTby  the  Federal  Governmentin  a  period  of  40 
years  i  and  only  32  millions  of  purchase  money  paid  into 
the  Treasury :  from  which  is  to  be  deducted  $  2,165,000 
for  the  expense  of  surveying ;  $  1,155,000  for  the  ex- 
penses of  belling  ;  $  S5,000  per  annum  for  expenses  of 
the  General  Laml  Oflice  ;  $3,392,000  for  the  expense  of 
holding  IiHlian  t^aties  for  the  extinction  of  Indian  titles  ; 
and  annuities,  chiefly  permanent,  amounting  at  present 
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to  about  $  240,000  per  annum.  The  gain  to  theTreasa- 
ry  would  be  hut  little  from  such  sales  ;  and  as  to  the  new 
States  and  Territories,  a  simple  question  in  the  Rule  of 
Three  would  show  that  it  would  take  520  years  to  ex- 
tinguish thft  Federal  title  within  their  limits,  at  the  rats 
the  sales  had  been  going  on  for  the  forty  veara  past,  and 
about  2000  years  ihore  to  complete  the  tales  to  the  head 
of  the  Mississippi  and  to  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Moun^ 
tains.  Having  stated  these  results,  Mr.  B.  suggested  tm 
the  Senate  that  520  years  was  rather  too  loing  a  period 
for  the  new  States  to  remain  without  the  privilege  of 
taxing  and  cultivating  the  lands  within  their  limits  t  ra- 
ther too  long  for  the  public  debt  to  remain  unpaid,  and 
for  the  people  of  the  old  Sutes  to  continue  to  raise  mo- 
ney from  other  sources  to  pay  its  annual  interest 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  bill,  andatated  the  nature  of 
its  several  povisions.  He  said  that  it  consisted  of  four 
distinct  clauses,  comprised  in  five  sections  {  and  that  each 
clause  presented  a  separate  question  for  the  considera* 
tion  and  decision  of  the  Senate.  The  first  clause  applied 
the  graduation  principle  to  the  lands  which  had  been 
heretofore  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remained  unsold  at 
the  minimum  price  of  $  1  25  per  acre  ;  the  second  clause 
applied  the  same  principle  to  the  lands  hereafter  to  come 
into  market;  the  thira  clause  proposed  donations  of 
small  tracts  to  actual  settlers  ;  and  the  fburth  made  pro- 
vision for  the  cession  of  the  refuse  lands  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  cause  of 
education  and  Internal  Improvement. 

Having  sUted  the  nature  of  the  different  clauses  in  hii 
bill,  Mr  B.  went  on  to  examine  these  clauses  in  the  or- 
der in  which  they  stood,  and  to  show  their  practical 
effect  upon  the  public  lands  and  the  public  Treasury. 
For  this  purpose  he  took  up  the  first  clause,  which  ap- 
plied  the  graduation  principle  to  the  lands  now  in  market^ 
and  said  that  the  proper  decision  of  it  required  ft  know- 
ledge, first,  of  the  quantity,  and,  secondly,  of  the  quality 
of  tlie  lands,  to  which  it  would  apply.  As  the  author  of 
the  bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  give  to  the  Senate 
full  and  correct  information  upon  those  points,  and  he 
should  do  so  with  all  the  brevity  and  precision  which  the 
magnitude  of  the  subject  would  admit  of.  He  had  been 
collecting  this  information  for  many  years,  and  without 
pretending  to  the  minute  accuracy  of  a  clerk  stating  an 
account,  he  would  confine  himself  to  round  numbers,  and 
assure  the  Senate  that  his  statements,  would  be  found  to 
be  sufficiently  correct  and  particular  for  all  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  statesman  and  the  legislator. 

On  the  first  point,  he  would  say,  that  the  number  of 
acres  on  which  the  first  clause  of  his  bill  would  operate, 
was  about  80  millions,  and  he  verified  this  statement  by 
showing  from  printed  documents  and  manuscript  memo- 
randums, taken  from  the  General  Land  Office*  that  the 
quantity  of  public  land  surveyed,  was  140  millions  of 
acres  i  the  quantity  sold  was  20  millions;  the  quantity 
given  away,  reserved  firom  sale,  or  not  brought  into  mar- 
ket, was  40  millions  ;  leaving  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  80 
millions  of  acres  for  the  application  of  the  first  clause  in 
his  bill .  So  much  for  the  quantity.  On  the  second  point* 
Mr.  B.  would  say,  that  he  had  a  great  deal  of  personal 
knowledge  of  the  quality  of  these  lands.  They  lay  in 
seven  States  and  three  Territories  ;  and  of  each  of  tbesoi 
except  one  Territory,  that  of  Michigan,  he  had  a  perso- 
nal knowledge  from  travelling  and  visits  ;  and  aUkough 
the  soil  of  the  whole  of  them  might  be  characterized  tm 
rich,  yet,  as  the  fattest  animal  must  have  bones  and  oflal, 
and  inferior  parts,  so  the  richest  country  roust  have  its 
rocks,  and  hills,  and  sterile  spots.  This  was  essentially 
true  of  the  States  and  Tewitories  which  contained  the 
public  lands ;  and  of  the  relative  proportiona  of  good 
and  bad,  those  to  the  South  possessed  much  the  larger 
alloy  of  bad.  In  ever>'  SUtc  and  Territory  these  lands 
had  been  picked  i  id  the  forks  of  the  Ohio  and  lli«a» 
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Hippiy  chiefly  under  the  laws  of  the  United  SUtes  ;  «nd 
in  the  others,  for  a  long  time,  under  the  bountiful  dispen- 
sations of  foreign  sovereigns,  before  they  became  sub- 
ject to  the  more  rigorous  system  of  the  Federal  Goveni- 
ment.  The  eighty  millions  unsold  was  the  residuum  of 
repeated  pickings  and  cullings,  by  sales  and  donations, 
for  periods  of  ten,  fi%,  and  an  hundred  years,  under 
four  different  sovereignties,  and  might  be  assumed  to  be 
ftt  least  one  half  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  worth  nothing 
ftt  all,  and  the  other  half  alloyed  in  all  assignable  propor- 
tions with  mixtures  of  bad  land,  and  hardly  worth  an  av- . 
eiage.  of  forty  or  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Having  made  this  general  statement,  which  he  treated 
as  the  proposition  ot  his  subject,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to 
■ustaln  and  verify  it  by  a  rapid  view  of  tlie  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  in  the  difierent  States  and  Ter- 
ritories. Passing  over  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  which 
the  Federal  Government  held  a  residuary  and  contingent 
interest  in  some  lands  derived  from  North  Carolina,  and 
which  he  conceived  to  be  of  too  little  value  to  justify  the 
expense  of  setting  wp  the  official  machinery  which  it 
would  require  to  survey  and  sell  it,  and  which  ought  to 
be  ceded  at  once  to  the  State  for  the  improvement  of  its 
roads  and  rivers,  he  would  proceed  to  Uie  States  in  which 
his  bill  would  find  an  ample  and  appropriate  field  for  the 
operation  of  its  respective  clauses.  At  the  head  of  these 
States  he  would  place  Louisiana,  contrary  to  the  receiv- 
ed opinion  which  assigned  that  station  to  Ohio.  Louisi- 
ana, in  point  of  early  and  considerably  settlement,  was 
one  of  the  oldest  States  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi ; 
and,  in  point  of  territorial  alienations,  was  certainly  the 
State  most  completely  dispossessed  of  its  good  lands, 
and,  therefore,  most  ripe  and  ready  for  the  operation  of 
the  different  clauses^  and  especially  of  the  two  last 
dauaes  of  the  Graduation  Bill.  It  had  been  settled 
above  an  hundred  years  a^,  and  the  alienations  of  its 
soil,  by  the  gratuitous  donations  of  the  Kings  of  France 
and  Spun,  amounted  to  five  millions  of  acres  before  its 
transfer  to  the  United  States.  Since  that  epoch,  no  mure 
than  182,000  acres  had  been  sold,  and  the  bare  statement 
of  this  fact,  included  the  whole  argument  in  favor  of  a 
change  in  the  mode  of  selling  there.  Louisiana  was  sit- 
uate in  the  southern  latitudes,  in  a  climate  adapted  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  rich  products  of  cotton,  sugar,  rice, 
and  indigo.  Twenty-five  millions  of  acres  of  her  soil 
were  vacant,  and  three  land  offices  were  in  operation  i 
yet,  in  a  period  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  no  more  land 
had  been  disposed  of  than  the  pitiful  quantity  he  had 
named.  The  inference  was  obvious  and  irresistible. 
The  valuable  lands  were  taken  under  the  former  govern- 
ments ;  the  remainder  is  not  worth  the  minimum  price 
which  is  set  upon  it.  All  the  alluvion  grounds  upon  the 
tnargins  of  tlie  Mississippi,  tlie  Hed  River,  the  Washita, 
and  their  bayous  f  the  best  of  the  uplands  in  Attakapas, 
Opeknisas,  and  back  of  Baton  Rouge,  are  held  in  private 
hands ;  and  the  vast  extent  of  pine  woods,  prairies,  and 
inundated  plains,  are  more  fit  for  donations— the  former 
to  herdsmen,  who  would  cover  them  with  cattle,  and  the 
latter  to  planters^  who  would  reclaim  them — than  to  any 
itystem  of  sales  that  could  be  devised.  The  donation 
and  the  eesmon  clauses  of  the  bill  were  peculiarly  desi^ 
yable  to  Louisiana.  She  had  applied  for  them  through 
her  Legislature.  Her  Senators  on  this  floor  (Messrs. 
JoHVSTOV  and  Bouliokt,)  seconded  her  wishes.  To  re- 
fuse her  request,  would  be  to  make  light  of  tlie  prayers 
of  a  sovereign  State,  and  to  doom  the  most  exposed  point 
in  the  Union  to  remain  longest  without  an  adequate  po- 
pulation to  sustain  and  defend  it. 

The  Sute  of  Ohio  was  second  to  Louisiana  in  the  list 
of  States  most  ripe  and  ready  for  the  operation  of  the 
Graduation  Bill.  She  had  seven  milfions  fA  acres  to  be 
ilispoaed  of  under  it,  out  of  fifteen  millions  -which  tlie 
Federal  Government  once  owned  within  her  limits.    The 


quality  of  these  seven  millions  comprehended  all  the  va- 
rieties of  second  and  third  rate  lands,  with  a  large  pro|>or- 
tion  of  what  was  unfit  for  cultivation.  They  were  the 
refuse  of  above  forty  years  of  sales,  made  first  at  one 
dollar  per  acre,  in  certificates  of  the  public  debt  {  after- 
wards, at  two  dollars  per  acre,  under  the  credit  system  « 
and,  since  1820,  at  one  d<^lar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
for  read}r  money.  Several  millions  of  these  seven  might 
be  sold  in  four  years  at  the  different  prices  fixed  in  the 
bill.  The  balance,  comprehending  all  that  would  not 
command  twenty -five  cents  per  acre,  would  fall  to  indi- 
viduals under  the  donation  clause  or  to  the  State,  under 
the  cession  clause  ;  and  by  the  State  Legislature,  with 
ita  intimate  knowledge  of  localities  and  near  superin- 
tendence,  might  be  made  available,  in  no  inconsiderable 
degree,  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  education  and 
internal  improvement. 

Alabama  was  the  third  State  to  which  Mr.  B.  adverted* 
Her  superficial  content  was  thirty-three  millions  of 
acres  \  of  which  the  Indians  held  eleven  miHions,  the 
Federal  Government  about  eighteen  millions,  and  indi- 
viduals about  three  and  a  quarter  millions.  The  quan- 
tity to  be  affected  by  this  bill  was  about  fourteen  millions; 
of  which  he  would  say  that  much  the  largest  portion  was 
unfit  for  cultivation.  I'he  good  Und  of  the  State  lay  on 
the  margins  of  the  rivers,  or  in  bodies  which  had  chiefly 
been  sold ;  the  unsold  part  consisted  of  pine  woods, 
worth  but  little.  The  graduation  clause  cf  the  bill 
would  not  have  a  very  extensive  operation  in  this  State. 
Her  soil  changed  suddenly  from  good  to  bad*  The  rich- 
est and  the  poorest  were  often  in  contact  The  interme- 
diate qualities  of  second  and  third  rates,  were  not  in 
proportion  to  the  two  extremes  of  best  and  worrt.  The 
donation  and  cession  clauses  would  be  necessary  to  free 
tliat  State  from  vacant  land,  and  bring  all  her  soil  under 
the  dominion  of  private  owners.  Mr.  B.  then  referred 
to  the  memorial  of  the  Lenslature  of  Alabama*  praying 
for  tlie  passage  of  the  Graduation  Bill,  commenting  upon 
the  deference  which  was  due  to  her  request,  and  making 
his  thanks  for  tlie  manner  in  which  Lis  name  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  memorial. 

The  State  of  Mississippi  claimed  his  next  attention. 
This  State,  he  said,  was  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Indians  and  the  Federal  Government,  and  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  decide  which  of  the  two  opposed  the  greatest 
bar  to  her  prosperity.  Only  one  million  and  three-quarters 
had  been  sold  by  the  Federal  Government,  out  of  thirty 
millions  of  acres  whicli  the  State  contained  ;  and  out  of 
nine  millions  which  had  been  surveyed,  only  about  seven 
would  come  under  the  operation  of  this  bill.  Of  these 
seven  millions,  he  could  safely  say,  and  on  appealing  to 
one  of  her  Senatora,  (Mr.  Williaxb,)  he  was  confirm- 
ed in  the  declaration,  that  more  than  half  of  jUl^^as  unfit 
for  cultivation.  The  general  face  of  the  Stft^fiiss  sub- 
ject to  the  same  description  which  he  had  giMBof  Ala- 
bama, and  he  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  wB;  repeti- 
tions where  a  reference  would  answer.  He  ^traUd  bare- 
ly stop  for  a  moment  in  his  rapid  view  of  the  condition 
of  the  new  States,  to  say  tliat  the  fiite  of  Mississippi  had 
been  peculiarly  hard.  She  comprehended  witfiin  her 
limits  the  most  ancient  of  the  European  settlements  on 
the  gulf  frontier  of  the  United  Sute<i — the  Biloxi — 
which  was  settled  by  the  French  in  1680.  Her  cliief 
town,  Natchez,  became  Uie  residence  of  a  white  popula- 
tion above  an  hundred  yean  ago.  In  1783,  the  chief 
part  of  her  territory  became  annexed  to  the  tJnion  by 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  In  1798,  she 
was  formed  into  a  Territory,  and  in  1817  erected  into  a 
State.  Such  are  the  dates  of  her  civil  and  political  ex- 
istence ;  yet  at  this  late  day,  after  the  lapse  of  a  centuiy 
and  a  half  from  her  first  settlement,  nearly  half  a  century 
from  the  incorporation  of  her  soil  with  ttie  Union,  thirty 
years  from  the  time  of  her  erection  into  that  primaiy  po 
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litic*!  state  called  a  Territory,  and  eleven  years  after  her 
elevation  to  the  rank  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  with  a 
form  and  magnitude  and  natural  advantages  to  rank  with 
the  great  States,  she  still  remains,  in  the  political  scale, 
among  the  «mallest,  and,  what  was  worse,  seemed  there 
roost  likely  to  remain.  The  Indians  held  half  her  land, 
and  the  best  half,  and  refused  to  sell  it ;  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment held  nearly  the  whole  of  the  remainin^^  haU  ; 
and  while  pretending  to  sell,  was,  in  reality,  locking  up 
the  lands  from  sale,  by  the  operation  of  an  arbitrary  mi- 
nimum, which  set  purchasers  and  bidders  at  absolute  do- 
^nce.  The  donation  and  cesMion  clauses  of  his  bill, 
presented  the  remedies  of  which  this  State  stood  most  in 
need. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  his  own  State,  Missouri,  the  State 
of  his  adoption,  to  which  he  owed  faithful,  grateful,  and 
devoted  services,  for  tlie  signal  honor  of  two  elections  to 
the  Senate  of  ti.e  United  States,  in  the  first  eleven  years  of 
his  residence  there.    /She  needed  the  beneficent  opera- 
tion of  all  the  clauses  of  the  graduation  bill,  as  the  state- 
ment he  was  about  to  submit  would  pre-eminently  show. 
Her  superficial  content  was  forty  millions  of  acres  {  her 
surveyed  lands  amounted  to  twentv-three  miI1ions,and  the 
sales  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  one  million. 
The  quantity  subject  to  the  operation  of  this  bill,  would 
be  about  half  the  quantity  surveyed,  the  remainder  hav- 
ing been  disposed  of  in  donations,  or  in  satis&ction  of 
New  Madrid  claims,  or  military  bounties,  or  never  having 
been  brought  into  market,  or  having  been  reserved  from 
sale  on  account  of  private  claims,  or  on  suspicion  of  con- 
taining leftd,  or  iron  ore,  or  salt  water.     All  these  appro- 
priations and  reservations  reduced  the  large  amount  of 
surveyed  lands  to  the  quantity  of  ten  or  eleven  millions 
of  acres,  which  would  come  under  the  operation  of  his 
bill.     The  quality  and  actual  value  of  these  ten  or'eleven 
millions  was  the  next  part  of  the  inquiiy.     To  answer 
this  inquiry  with  full  and  entire  effect,  Mr.B.  said  it  was 
necessary  to  indulge  in  some  historical  recollections — ^to 
go  back  to  the  year  1764^  when  Upper  Louisiana,  now 
constituting  the  State  of  Missouri,  wss  a  province  of  the 
Spanish  Monarchy,  and  began  to  be  settled  by  emigrants 
from  Illinois,  from  Canada,  and  from  Europe.    The  Span- 
bh  Government  then,  as  now,  was  a  perfect  despotism  ; 
but,  in  one  respect,  namely,  in  the  distribution  of  the 
crown  lands  among  the  king's  subjects,  wss  truly  paren- 
tal.   It  gave  to  whonnsoever  would  take  ;  and  it  is  wor 
thy  of  remark,  that  the  effective  words  of  distribution  in 
the  ordinances  of  the  kings,  and  in  the  testamentary  de- 
vises of  parents,  were  always  the  same,  **  repariir,**  and 
*^reparUmien/o8,"    After  the  year  1790,  these  parental 
distributions  were  not  confined  to  Europeans  or  their  im- 
mediate  descendants.      Spain    conceived    the   idea  of 
strengthening  Upper  Louisiana,  and  settlers  fh>m  the 
United  States  were  admitted  to  the  king's  bounty,  upon 
the  liberal  terms  which  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  old  sub- 
iects.     Under  these  bountiful  dispensations  the  country 
had  become  extensively  settled,  and  its  choice  lands  wide- 
ly appropriated,  before  the  province  changed  masters  in 
1803,  and  passed  into  the  liands  of  the  United  States. 
The  counties  of  New  Madrid,  Cape  Girardeau,  Ste.  Ge- 
nevieve, St.  Louis,  and  St  Charles,  each  as  large  as  the 
third-rate  States  of  this  Union,  possessed  a  population 
hi  number,  wealth,  and  intelligence,  which  enabled  them 
to  sustain  the  organization  of  our  judicial  system,  and  all, 
the  regulations  of  county  government,  the  instant  the' 
change  of  sovereignty  took  effect.     The  settlements  ex- 
tended  for  above  200  miles  from  north  to  south,  from  be- 
low New  Madrid  to  above  St.  Charles.     The  grants  and 
concessions  of  land  extended  still  further ;  they  cached 
west  into  the  Boonslick  country,  and  north  into  the  Salt 
River  country,  each  above  an  hundred  miles  ftom  the  li« 
mits  of  the  settlements.    These  concessions  were  choice 
selections  made  at  the  will  of  the  grantee,  and  located 


according  to  his  plessure.    They  amounted  to  near  three 
millions  of  arpens ;  of  which  tbout  one  million  had  been 
confirmed  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
remainder,  being  reserved  from  sale  by  a  law  of  Congress 
of  1811,  will  not  be  subject  to  be  disposed  of  under  anj 
clause  of  this  bill.     From  this  statement,  Mr.  B.  said  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  country  had  been  extensively 
picked  of  its  good  lands  before  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  United  States — that  the  cream  had  been  taken  ofT^ 
and  it  was  a  dish  of  skimmed  milk  when  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment sat  down  to  it ;  and,  since  that  time,  it  had  been 
picked  again  by  sales,  by  pre-emption  rights,  by  New 
Madrid  claims,  by  donations,  by  reservations,  and  by  mili- 
tary bounties,  until  what  was  lef%  unsold  at  $  1  25  per 
acre,  was  essentially  a  refuse  ;  comprehending  much  that 
was  unfit  for  cultivation,  much  that  was  second  and  third 
rate,  and  perluips  not  a  single  c^uarter  section  that  could 
be  deemed  first  rate.     At  a  minimum  of  $  1  25  per  acre, 
the  sale  of  such  lands  could  not  be  accomplishea  in  ages 
and  centuries  to  come  ;  at  graduated  prices,  as  regulated 
in  the  bill,  several  millions  of  acres  would  be  sold  in  five 
years  ;  the  Federal  Treasury  would  ^t  its  real  value  ; 
the  People  would  have  it  for  cultivation,  the  State  for 
taxation  {  timber  would  be  saved,  instead  of  being  de- 
stroyed ;  many  poor  families  would  be  furnished  with 
homes,  and  would  love  and  cherish  the  Government 
whose  bounty  they  enjoyed ;  and  what  would  not  sell 
for  25  cents  per  acre,  could  be  made  available  by  the 
State  Legislature,  for  the  meritorious  objects  of  iroproT- 
ing  the  minds  of  the  People  and  the  face  of  the  country. 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  when  he  brought  in  his  bill  in  18^ 
the  Legislature  of  Minouri  had  sent  in  a  memorial  pray- 
ing for  its  passage  ;  and  at  the  present  session  he  bad 
presented  petitions  for  the  same  purpose,  signed  by  up« 
wards  of  four  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  State.     Of  tne 
character  which  had  been  given  on  this  floor  of  the  sign- 
ers of  these  petitions,  he  would  say  that  it  was  as  unjust 
in  fact  as  it  was  ungenerous  in  manner ;  that  the  petition- 
crs  were  persons  of  respectability  ;  and  that,  it  he  had 
time  to  read  over  the  names,  the  Senators  from  all  the 
middle  States,  and  especially  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Ohio,  wouIdTecognize  roany  of  their  connexions,  and 
many  of  their  oldest  and  most  esteemed  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. 

The  State  of  Illinois  next  claimed  the  attention  of  Mr. 
B.  He  said  her  superficial  content  was  forty  millions  of 
acres,  of  which  twenty-seven  millions  had  been  surveyed, 
and  about  one  million  and  a  quarter  sold.  The  quantity 
subject  to  the  operation  of  the  bill  would  not  exceed 
thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  of  acres,  as  much  of  what 
had  been  surveyed  had  not  b^en  brought  into  market,  or 
had  been  destined  for  miUtarjr  bounties.  The  quality  of 
these  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  was  such  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  picking  to  which  the  State  had  been 
subjected  in  sales  and  pre-emption  rights  under  the  laws 
of  the  UAi  led  States  and  in  donations  or  concessions  under 
the  French  Government  One-third  or  one-half  might 
be  set  down  as  unfit  for  cultivation,  on  account  of  the 
number  and  extent  of  the  prairies.  The  Legislature  of 
the  State  had  applied,  in  memorials,  for  the  passage  ef 
the  bill,  and  had  mentioned  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  name  in  a  man- 
ner which  commanded  his  public  acknowledgments  and 
best  exertions  to  accomplish  her  wishes:  a  task  in  which 
he  was  efficiently  aided  by  her  Senatm*,  [Mr.  Kahb]  who 
had  spoken  for  the  bill  with  so  much  ability  in  this  Cham- 
ber, and  by  her  RepresenUtive,  [Mr.  Dofcaf]  who  had 
reported  for  it  with  so  much  strength  and  deamet^  in 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives. 

The  State  of  IndUna  was  the  State,  of  aH  others,  which 
had  applied  most  frequently  to  Congress  upon  the  subject 
of  the  public  lands,  and  was,  probably , the  State  to  be^above 
all  others,  moat  extensively  benefited  by  thepasnge  of  the 
graduation  bill,  on  account  of  the  nixed  nature  of  itj  toil 
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and  the  number  of  poor  jfkmilies  who  move  into  it  from  the 
neighboring^  slave-holdinji:  States.    Her  Senators  {Messrs. 
NoBLX  and  HxirDaisKsl  had  represented  her  wishes,  and 
left  but  little  for  him  (Mr.  B^ )  to  say.     The  superficial 
content  of  the  State  was  twenty-two  millions  of  acres ;  of 
which  the  Indians  held  six  millions,  the  inhabitants  three 
and  a  quarter  millions,  and  the  Federal  Government  the 
remainder.     About  sixteen  millions  had  been  surveyed  j 
of  which  about  ten  millions  would  come  under  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bill.     The  quality  of  these  ten  millions  was 
such,  that  about  one-third  might  be  considered  as  unfit 
for  cultivation  ;  the  rest  principally  reduced  to  second 
and  third  rate  tracts,  by  the  picking^  it  had  under^ne 
under  the  French  Government,  from  1680  to  1763;  under 
the  British,  from  that  time  till  1783 ;  and  since,  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.     Land  Offices  had  been  esta- 
blished at  JefiTeraonville  and  Vincennes  since  the  year 
1804.     Sales  had  become  slow  and  inconsiderable  in  the 
old  districts;  emigrants  pushing  on  to  the  new  ones, 
where  they  could  get  first  choices  of  land  for  the  same 
price  they  would  have  to  give  for  the  refuse  tracts  in  old 
districts.    Still  these  old  districts  contained  much  desira- 
ble land  which  old  settlers  and  new  comers  would  be  glad 
to  buy  for  what  it  was  worth.     The  donation  and  cession 
clauses  would  operate  well  in  this  State,  where  many 
poor  families  would  receive  with  gratitude  tlie  bounty  of 
the  Government,  and  where  the  unsaleable  lands,  which 
would  not  command  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  would 
be  made  useful  by  the  State  Legislature  in  supporting 
•choolsy  opening  roads,  improving  rivers,  and  completing 
the  connexions  with  the  lakes  which  nature  herself  bad 
began  and  almost  finished. 

The  three  Territories  claimed  a  brief  notice  from  Mr.  B. 
Arkansas,  which  had  applied  by  memorial  for  tlie  passage 
of  the  graduation  bill,  nad  done  the  author  of  it  the  honor 
to  mention  his  name,  for  which  he  returned  his  public 
thanks,  had  but  abeut  six  millions  of  acres,  out  of  nearly 
forty  millions,  subject  to  its  operation.  Only  fifty-four 
thousand  acres  liad  been  sold  there  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  the  twenty-five  years  which  the  Terri- 
tory had  been  a  part  of  the  Union.  Florida,  which  had 
also  applied  by  memorial,  had  but  one  and  a  half  millions 
of  acres  subject  to  the  bill.  Her  sales  amounted  to  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  acres- in  the  three  years  that  the 
Land  Offices  had  been  opened.  Michigan  had  but  four 
and  a  quarter  millions  of  acres  subject  to  the  action  of 
the  bill,  and  had  sold  but  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  the  very 
long  period  that  she  had  belonged  to  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. AH  three  of  these  Territories  had  been  pick- 
ed under  former  soverngnties,  and  contained  large  poi^ 
lions  of  land  unfit  for  cultivation— Florida  and  Arkansas 
eapacially  ;  in  both  of  which  the  extensive  pine  woodS) 
common  to  tlie  South,  widely  prevailed. 

Having  gone  through  this  detailed  statement,  to  sustain 
and  verify  his  leading  proposition,  Mt.Bbhtox  continued— 
It  is  now  niade  manifest,  Mr.  President,  tliat  out  [of 
1,10#  millions  of  acres  of  land  which  is  held  in  trust  for 
the  People  of  the  United  States  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  and  of  which  260  millions,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  besides  50  millions  more  to  which 
h  baa  not,  lies  in  seven  States  and  three  territories — it 
is  now  made  manifest,  sir,  by  oflicial  documents  and  in- 
controvertible statementa,  that  out  of  this  immense  do- 
main, the  first  clause  of  my  bill,  which  is  the  clause  now 
under  consideration,  wdl  only  apply  to  about  80  millions 
of  acres  )  that  of  this  80  millions,  about  one-hslf  may  be 
thrown  out  as  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  the  other  half  set 
down  as  a  mere  refuse— the  leavings  of  a  century's  sales 
and  donations  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  fo- 
reign sovereigns,  and  which  the  Federal  Government  has 
been  In  vain  endeavoring  to  sell  at  its  minimum  price  of 
^1 35  per  acre»  for  many  years  past. 


This  being  the  quantity,  and  such  the  quality,  ©t  tlie 
land  to  which  the  first  section  of  my  bill  is  applicable,  let 
ua  see  if  it  is  ti'ue,  as  has  been  asserted  on  this  floor,  that 
this  quantity  is  more  than  the  People  will  need  in  the 
four  years  that  the  bill  allows  for  its  sale,  and  whether 
the  value  of  it  is  greater  than  they  can  pay  in^  that  time  ? 
The  existing  population  in  the  States  and  Territories  in 
which  these  lands  lie,  is  about  two  millions  of  souls,  and  is 
daily  increasing  by  births  and  emigration,  at  a  rate  to 
double  their  numbers  in  a  very  short  period.  Many  of  the 
present  inhabitants  are  without  land,and  would  be  glad  to 
get  at  it  equitable  rates  under  this  bill;  many  of  the  freehold- 
ers would  want  more,  eitiier  for  themselves  or  their  cbiid- 
ren,  and  all  the  emigrants  would,  of  course,  be  buyers  to 
the  extent  of  their  means.  The  quantity  of  40  millions  of 
acres  apportioned  among  the  existing  population,  would 
give  20  acres  per  head,  and  the  same  quantity  divided 
among  the  increased  population  wV.ich  four  years  willgiv^. 
would  probably  diminish  the  dititributive  proportions  to  15 
nead,which,ar 


acres  a  head,  wlucU,allo wing  6  souls  to  every  family, would 
make  90  acres  to  the  family.  This  proportion  could  not 
be  considered  excessive  in  new  countries,  where  men  of 
tolerable  property  count  their  lands  by  hundreds  and  by 
thousands  of  acres.  With  respect  to  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney which  it  would  require  to  pay  for  it,  I  apprehend  that 
it  would  not  exceed  in  number  of  dollars  more  than  half 
the  number  of  acres  sold,  as  I  should  consider  50  cents  an 
acre  a  high  average  for  such  inferior  and  refuse  ground  ; 
and  as  the  donations  to  the  poor,  contemplated  b>  the 
third  clause,  would,  if  it  succeeds,  be  numerous,  and  in 
the  aggregate  considerable,  though  made  up  of  small 
parcels;  it  would  follow  that  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
raised  would  not  be  above  three  or  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  annum,  or  twice  or  thrice  the  amount  now  paid 
annually  for  lands  ;  an  amount  which  the  people  of  the 
new  States  could  readily  spare  by  increasing  their  exer- 
tions and  retrenching  other  expenses,  for  the  few  yeara 
which  the  operation  of  the  system  would  require.  And 
this  finishes,  Mr.  President,  the  exposition  which  I  had 
to  make  of  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  first  clause  of  my 
biU. 

1  will  now  proceed  to  the  second  clause,  contained  in 
the  second  section,  and  dismiss  it  with  a  brief  notice,  be- 
cause I  do  not  mean  to  struggle  fur  its  preservatiuji,     I 
mean  to  abandon  it,  not  because  I  think  it  indefensible, 
but  because  it  is  objected  to  by  some  of  the  real  frienda 
of  the  bill,  to  whose  Vishes  and  judgment  it  \h  my  duty 
and  pleasure  to  defer,  whenever  it  can  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  main  question.     This  second  clause  applies 
the  graduation  principle  to  the  public  lands  hereafter  to 
come  into  market ;  that  is  to  say,  to  tlie  whole  body  of 
the  lands.    It  is  objected  that  this  would  occasion  the 
lands  to  be  disposed  of  too  rapidly  ?  that  there  would  be 
neither  buyers  to  purchase,  nor  money  to  pay  for,  such 
an  excessive  quantity.     But  there  is  no  foundation,  in 
my  opinion,  for  the  objection.     The  bill  docs  not  bring 
the  land  into  market ;  it  only  operates  upon  it  after  it  is 
broaght  in,  upon  tlie  proclamation  of  the  Pres;dent.     It 
will  depend  upon  his  discretion  after  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  as  it  now  depends  upon  it,  to  order  portions  of  the 
land,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  exposed  to  sale.     It  will 
still  be  as  the  law  now  is.     The  President,  for  the  time 
being,  may  order  as  li»tle  into  market  as  he  pleases.     He 
may  order  none  at  all.     He  may  stop  the  sales,  so  fiir 
as  their  stoppage  depen<ls  upon  the  issuing  of  his  pro- 
clamations.    It  would  be  an  abuse  to  brmg  an  exces- 
sive and  inordinate  quantity  into  market  ai  once  ;   an 
abuse  which  has  not  yet  been  committed,  and  of  which 
tlicre  is  more  reason  to  apprehend  the  reverse  than 
the  fact.      Still  some  of  the  real  friends  of  the  bdl  are 
opposed  to  it,  especially  my  venerable  friend  fiom  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Macon.]     He  and  several  others  are  wil- 
ling to  Uke  tlie  first  section  as  nn  experiment— lo  make 
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trial  of  the  gradusting^  principle  upon  the  refuse  lands  to 
which  that  section  is  applicable — and  if  it  succeeds  on 
Ibis  trial,  it  can  afterwards  be  extended  to  the  whole 
body  of  the  public  lands.  Sir,  1  have  respect  for  their 
wislies,  and  defer  to  them  accordingly;  and,  so  far  as  my 
consent  is  concerned,  this  second  section  can  be  consider- 
ed as  struck  from  the  bill. 

The  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  bill  contain  the 
donation  clause,  which  proposes  to  give  a  half  quarter 
section  of  land,  after  it  ha<i  fallen  to  25  cents  per  acre,  to 
any  actual  settler  who  will  cultivate  it  for  five  years.  I 
have  an  objection  myself,  sir,  to  this  clause,  which  1  stat- 
ed two  years  ag«; — it  is  to  the  smallness  of  the  donation  ; 
and  1  now  repeat  what  1  then  said,  that  I  trust  it  will  be 
coubled  by  the  votes  of  the  Senate. 

The  fifth,  and  last  section,  contains  the  cession  clause, 
being  tlie  fourth  and  last  clause  in  the  bill,  which  pro- 
poses to  cede  to  the  States  in  whicli  they  lie,  all  the  re- 
fuse lands  which  will  not  sell  for  25  cents,  after  bding  of- 
fered for  one  year  at  tliat  price. 

I  have  now  finished,  Mr.  President,  the  exposition  of 
the  four  cUuses  of  the  bill.  1  have  stated  the  case  of  the 
new  States  and  Territories,  which  pray  for  its  passage  ; 
not  skilfully  or  powerfully,  I  must  admit,  but  truly  and 
intelligibly,  as  I  hope  and  believe.  I  have  now  given  the 
facts  to  the  Senate,  upon  which  their  judgments  are  re- 
quired to  act.  I  have  shown  the  present  land  system  to 
be  inefficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  its  creation  ;  and  this 
brings  us  to  the  inquiry,  whether  a  change  of  some  sort 
in  tlie  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands,  is  not  demanded 
by  the  interest  of  the  country  ?  1  shall  maintain  the  af- 
firmative of  this  inquiry,  and  shall  undertake  to  show 
that  a  change  is  demanded,  and  sucli  a  change  as  my  bill 
contemplatts,  by  every  interest  that  is  party  to  the  ques- 
tion.    I  will  show  that  this  change  is  due — 

1.  To  tbe  old  States  who  ceded  their  vacant  lands  to 
the  Federal  Government. 

2.  To  the  new  States  in  which  these  lands  lie. 

3.  To  the  Union,  for  whose  benefit  they  were  ceded. 
That  a  change  is  due  to  the  ceding  States,  results  from 

the  object  ami  terms  of  the  cession,  and  the  non-fulfil- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Fedei-al  Government,  of  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  it  was  made.  The  lands  were  ceded  to 
be  disposed  of  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt ;  they 
were  accepted,  to  be  disposed  of  for  that  purpose.  The 
Federal  Government  was  constituted  the  trustee  of  the 
lands,  and  bound  to  make  application  of  them  to  a  specific 
object.  She  accepted  the  trusi,  and  neither  party  dreamed 
at  the  time  that  the  lands  were  ceded  in  fee  simple,  and  in 
perpetuity,  to  the  Federal  GovenJment,  to  be  kept  for- 
e^'er,  or  lavished  upon  innumerable  objects,  as  the  whim  or 
interest  of  her  sovereign  will  should  dictate.  Virginia  and 
Gtorgia  were  the  gi'eat  efficient  donors  :  Massachusetts, 
the  neit  greatest  possessor  of  vacant  lands,  acted  a  more 
cautious  pait.  She  held  her  30,000  square  miles  of  va- 
cant tenitorj-  in  her  own  bands ;  cherished  upon  it  her 
province  of  Maine  ;  eventually  saw  that  province  erected 
mto  a  State  J  and,  upon  the  accomplishment  of  that  event, 
divided  the  remaining  vacant  lands  with  tl>e  new  sove- 
reign, and  each  are  now  selling  their  respective  propor- 
tions upon  fair  and  equitable  terms,  adapted  to  the  real 
value  of  all  tlie  vai*ictic8  of  soil,  timber,  and  locality.  Such 
was  the  safe  and  prudent  conduct  of  Massachusetts  $  and 
in  so  doing  she  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  violate  any  engagement  with  her.  Not 
so  Virginia  and  Georgia,*  ami  the  two  Carolinas.  They 
threw  up  tjjeir  lands  upon  the  altar  of  tlie  public  good. 
They  divested  themselves  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  acres, 
upon  tbe  cai-dinal  condition  that  the  Federal  Government 

*  Sererat  otlier  SUtet  «s«(cuted  d««<lri  of  ctMion,  but  tbey  had  uo. 
ihiug  but  pntciisiom  lo  cede  ;  amttiigUiein, Count cticm  who  jot  two 
mtlhuns  uf  acn's  of  land  iu  Ohio,  which  the  Federal  Government  bud 
goi  from  Virgiuia,  for  aurrendenog  her  ciaima.— 2/«e  by  Mr,  B, 


should  dispose  of  tliem  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
This  was  in  the  year  1785,  on  the  part  of  Virgrinia,  and 
1802  on  the  part  of  Georgia .    The  value  of  this  condition 
was  to  consist  in  the  fact,  that  by  the  sale  of  these  lands 
the  public  debt  should  be  paid  off,  and  the  ceding  States 
saved  from  the  imposition  of  taxes  for  the  discharge  of 
that  revolutionary  legacy.     This  was  stated  and  enforced 
in  all  the  state  papers  of  the  day,  relative  to  the  subject. 
It  was  particularly  insisted  upon  in  tbe  first  message  of 
President  Washington  to  Congress.     In  one  of  these  mes- 
sages, he  earnestly  recommended  *•  timely"  and  "  judici- 
ous" sales  to  be  made  of  these  lands,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  "  principal"  as  well  as  the  "  interest" 
of  the  public  debt,  and  to  save  the  People  from  being 
taxed  in  tlieir  persons  and  property  for  its  payment. 
What  was  meant  by  timely  and  judicious  sales  was  fully 
explained  in  the  report  of  Secretary  Hamilton,  which  fol- 
lowed and  enforced  the  message  which  contained  this  re- 
commendation.    B^  timely,  was  tlicre  seen  to  be  the  pre- 
sent tixne  {  and  by  judicious  sales,  were  shown  to  be  sales 
for  the  then  present  actual  value  of  the  lands  \  and  this 
value  was  fixed  by  Secretary  Hamilton,  at  an  average  of 
twenty  cents  per  acre.    Such  was  the  recommendation  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton.     But  "  other  counsels  ruled 
the  hour."    The  Congress  of  that  day  became  impreg- 
nated with  the  insane  conception  of  getting  rich  upon  the 
sale  of  these  lands.     Nothing  was  heard  of  but  their  fu- 
ture value.     The  wildest  calculations  were  indulged  in. 
Figures  and  numbers  became  too  feeble,  inade(juate,  and 
inexpressive,  to  show  off  the  future  product  of  tliisnew 
mine.     Dimensions  were  resorted  to  ;  and  one  calculator 
was  wild  enough  to  estimate  its  future  product  at  the  value 
of  a  pile  of  gold  five  miles  long,  five  miles  wide,  and  five 
miles  high  !  Well,  their  plan  was  adopted.    A  minimum, 
ten  times  the  amount  of  Hamilton's  average  price,  was 
fixed  upon,  and  this  minimum  was  for  the  bad  Land  only; 
a  system  of  auctions  and  of  periodical  sales  was  adopted 
for  the  good,  which  was  to  cany  their  price  to  ten  and 
twenty  dollars  an  acre.    This  was  nearly  forty  years  ago: 
and  what  has  been  the  result  ?  Twenty  millions  of  acres 
sold  ;  32,000,000  of  dollars  received;  2,165,000  dollai-s 
paid  for  surveying ;  1,155,000  dollars  for  selling  ;  35,000 
dollars  per  annum  for  keeping  up  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice ;  3,393,000  dollars  for  Indian  treaties  <  and  240,000 
dollars  per  annum  tor  Indian  annuities,  most  of  them  per- 
petual \  Such  are  the  fruits  of  the  system  !  On  the  other 
hand,  interest  to  the  amount  of  150,000,000  dollars  has 
been  paid  upon  the  public  debt ;  the  debt  itself  is  nevly 
as  large  as  it  was ;  and  the  people  of  the  States  who* made 
so  great  a  provision  for  its  payment,  are  still  recurred  to, 
to  furnish  their  proportions  of  ten  millions  annually,  to 
be  levied  through  the  custom-house,  on  their  comforts 
and  necessaries,  to  meet  its  annual  interest,  and  a  frac;- 
tion  of  the  principal.     Upon  this  view  of  the  fruits  of  the 
•present  system,  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  that  justice  to  tlie 
States  which  ceded  their  vacant  lands  to  tbe  Federal  Go- 
vernment, demands  a  change. 

That  a  change  is  due  to  the  new  States  in  which  these 
lands  lie,  results  from  the  fact  already  shown,  tliat,  under 
the  improgressive  movement  of  tlie  present  system,  ages 
and  centuries  must  roll  away  before  the  federal  title  can 
be  extinguished  to  the  lands  within  their  limits.  It  is  also 
due  |to  them  upon  other  graunds  In  the  first  place,  to 
enable  them  to  strengthen  their  settlements  and  improve 
their  social  condition.  At  present,  the  old  districts  have 
no  attraction  for  emigrants.  The  new  comers  push  fur- 
ward  to  new  districts  where  first  rate  land  is  got  for  the 
same  price  which  is  demanded  for  second  and  third-rate 
in  the  old  ones.  This  leaves  the  old  settlements  thin  and 
weak, and  the  neighbors  divided  from  each  other  by  tracts 
of  vacant  lands,  and  all  the  labor  and  expense  of  sustaiiv 
ing  the  social  state  aggravated  and  increased  by  having 
too  few  to  bear  them  ;  roads  and  bridges  more  laborious 
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to  be  made  and  kept  in  order";  the  county  levies  kig'ber  { 
the  senrice  of  jurors  more  frequent  and  continued  (  mills, 
schools,  and  churches  more  scarce  ;  the  labors  of  harvest- 
ine',  house-raising^,  and  log-rolling  more  heavy — no  such 
<*  log-rr)lling"  as  Ukes  place  in  this  Capitol,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  the  real  heavy  "  toating^*  of  ••butt-cuts,"  whidi 
tak^  twelve  pair  of  strong  men  to  lift  from  their  beds. 
Such  are  the  evik  of  the  thin  settlements,  made  thin  and 
kept  thin,  by  fixing  one  uniform  price  for  all  qualities  of 
land  ;  and  which  evils  would  vanish  and  disappear  under 
the  operation  of  a  change  which  would  sell  second  arid 
third  rate  land  for  what  it  was  worth.  In  the  next  place, 
a  change  which  would  accelerate  the  sales  of  the  lands, 
is  due  to  the  new  States,  upon  the  principle  of  letting 
them  have  something  to  tax.  Indirect  taxes  upon  im- 
ports are  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Go^'ernment  by  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution  :  direct  taxes  upon  land  is  the 
chief  resource  remaining  to  the  States  for  the  support  of 
their  Governments  $  and  of  this  resource,  so  far  as  it  de- 
pends upon  sales  of  public  land,  the  new  States  are  la- 
mentably deficient.  For  example  :  the  sales  in  Ohio 
amount  to  8  millions  ot  acres  out  of  15  f  in  Indiana  to  Si 
millions  out  of  22  {  in  Illinois  to  1^  out  of  40  ;  in  Missouri 
to  1  out  of  40  ;  in  Mississippi  to  l|  out  of  38  ;  in  Alabama 
to  3i  out  of  32  :  and  in  Louisiana  to  one-sixth  of  a  mil 
lion  out  of  25  millions.  In  all  these  States,  the  greater 
part  of  their  soil,  covered  by  the  mantle  of  Federal  do- 
minion, is  free  from  all  contributions  for  the  support  of 
Government :  and  for  want  of  this  cardinal  resource,  the 
State  authorities  are  forced  to  descend  to  tlie  taxation  of 
objects  which  ought  to  remain  as  free  from  the  scrutiny 
as  from  the  burthens  of  the  Govemment,  such  as  the  beds 
on  which  people  sleep,  the  chairs  on  >»hich  they  sit,  the 
tables  off  which  they  t-at,  the  horse  which  drags  tl>e 
plough,  the  cow  that  givts  milk  to  little  children — ^yea, 
to  the  orphan  children  who  have  lost  their  mother.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Federal  Government  holds  260  millions 
of  acres  of  lur.d  in  these  States  and  Territories,  on  which 
it  pays  no  tax,  and  which  it  refijses  to  sell  for  a  just  price. 
In  the  third  place,  a  change  is  due  to  the  new  States 
upon  the  tair  import  of  their  compacts  with  the  Federal 
Government.  By  one  of  the  clauses  of  these  compacts, 
the  new  States  bound  themselves  not  to  tax  the  Federal 
lands  before  they  are  sold,  and  were  to  receive  three  per 
cent,  out  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  an  indemni- 
ty for  the  loss  of  the  taxes  while  the  sales  are  going  on. 
But  the  sales,  under  the  present  system,  hardly  go  on  at 
all.  It  will  take  hundredls  of  years  to  complete  them  { 
and.  In  the  mean  time,  the  new  States  lose  the  taxes 
which  they  would  have  got  without  the  compacts,  and 
lose  the  indemnities  which  they  were  to  have  got  by  them. 
This  is  inconsistent  with  the  import  of  the  compacts,  and 
with  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  stipulation  not  to  tax 
the  Federal  lands  before  they  were  sold  ;  a  stipulation 
which  implies  that  they  were  to  be  sold,  and  to  be  sold  in 
a  reasonable  time,  and  of  course  for  their  present  value. 

It  is  due  to  the  whole  Union  to  make  this  change.  First, 
to  save  their  property  from  depreciation  in  the  universal 
destniction  of  timber  upon  a  line  of  4000  n>iles  in  extent ; 
from  the  noKhwest  corner  of  Pennsylvania,  round  by  the 
yalley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the 
southeast  comer  of  Georgia.  Great  is  the  daily  destnic- 
tion of  Federal  timber  upon  this  immense  Hue  ;  not  only 
for  fuel,  fences,  and  buildings  among  the  neighbors,  but 
upon  the  larger  scale  of  supplying  saw-mi ll:*  with  logs, 
tanneries  with  bark,  steam-boats,  steam  mills,  iron-works, 
and  salt-work?,  with  wood  to  burn  ;  and  boat  yards  and 
ship  yards  wtlli  tlie  choicest  timber  for  the  construction 
of  vessels.  For  all  these  purposes  the  forests  resound 
daily  with  the  blows  of  axes,  the  rivers  teem  both  night 
and  day  with  innumerable  rafts.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  enacted  its  laws  and  charged  its  officers  to  stop 
this  destruction.     But  what  ai*e  laws  when  unsuppoited 


by  public  opinion  ?  The  forest  laws  of  the  Federal  Go* 
vemment  are  not  only  not  supported  by  public  opinion, 
but  are  condemned  and  execrated  by  it.  The  people 
say,  this  timber  is  as  mueh  mine  as  any  body's.  It  is  pub- 
lic !  They  say,  further,  I  am  ready  id  pay  a  just  price  for 
it ;  but  the  Federal  Govemment  will  not  take  a  just.price, 
and  I  had  as  well  use  it  as  let  it  stand  and  do  nothing,  or 
fidl  down  and  rot.  Such  is  their  compendious  logic,  and 
they  quickly  suit  the  action  to  the  word.  Penal  laws 
arc  of  no  avail.  They  serve  only  to  give  fees  to  officers^ 
to  excite  odium  against  the  Government,' and  sometimes 
to  put  an  instrument  of  revenge  into  the  hands  of  a  ma- 
lignant neighbor.  The  true  remedy  is  to  sell  the  lands» 
and  then  the  public  will  get  the  value  of  the  land  and 
timber  both  ;  private  owners  will  take  care  of  their  wood, 
and  the  country  will  have  a  supply  of  fuel,  and  of  fencing 
and  building  timber,  for  centuries  to  come.  Secondly, 
as  the  means  of  saying  the  value  of  the  land  itself.  In 
every  period  of  sixteen  years  the  amount  of  this  value  is 
lost  in  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  public  debt.  It 
would  be  just  as  well,  for  all  the  purposes  of  revenue,  to 
sell  those  lands  now  for  25  cents  per  acre,  as  to  sell  them 
for  50  cents  sixteen  years  hence  ?  or  for  100  cents  thirty- 
two  years  henoei  or  for  two  dollars  sixty-four  years  hence; 
and  so  on  to  the  end  of  time,  or  to  the  end  of  the  sales, 
which  would  probably  be  about  the  same  epoch  under 
the  present  system.  What  a  loss  in  not  having  adopted 
the  system  of  Hamilton  thirty-six  years  ago!  One  hundred 
millions  of  acres,  sold  then  for  an  average  of  20  cents, 
would  have  produced  twenty  millions  of  dollars  ;  the  in- 
terest of  that  sum  would  have  been  forty  millions ;  and 
this  much  Mopped  out  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  would  have  left  us  at  this  dty  without  the 
incumbrance  of  a  shilling.  In  the  third  place,  a  change 
is  due  to  the  whole  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the 
entire  business  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  out  of  the 
halls  of  Cong^ss.  This  business  is  now  consuming  one- 
third  or  more  of  the  whole  time  allowed  to  the  ses«ons  of 
Congresii,  occupying  it  with  details  and  minutiae  pro^r 
for  the  local  legislation  of  the  States,  and  to  the  exclusion 
of  its  own  appropriate  business.  This  is  an  evil  of  great 
and  increasing  magnitude ;  but,  great  as  it  is,  it  yielda  in 
enormity  to  another,  of  which  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
must  soon  begin  to  feel  the  fatal  approaches — the  evil  of 
corrupt  legislation,  of  which'  the  public  lands  will  form 
at  once  the  subject  and  the  instrument. 

1  have  shown,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  due  to  the  old 
States  which  ceded  these  lands  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment—due to  the  new  States  in  which  they  lie— and  due 
to  the  whole  Union,  for  whose  use  they  were  intended, 
to  change  our  present  system  of  selling  them.  What  that 
change  should  be,  is  t^e  next  inquiry ;  and^  upon  this 
point  I  can  say,  tliat,  after  eight  years  meditation,  I  have 
fixed  upon  the  plan  contained  in  the  bill  before  you  :  that 
this  plan  is  approved  by  seventeen  out  of  eighteen  Se- 
nators from  the  Western  States  ;  and  that  it  has  in  its 
favor  seven  legislative  memorials,  and  the  petitions  of 
four  thousand  persons,  which  have  been  laid  upon  your 
table,  and  printed  by  your  order.  Strong  in  my  own 
convictions  of  the  justice  of  this  plan — cheered  a^d  sup- 
ported by  the  approving  voice  oi' seven  States  an^  three 
Territories — by  the  votes  and  speeches  of  so  maily  Se- 
nators from  the  West,  and  of  several  from  the  Atlliiitic 
States — it  is  no  more  in  mjr  nature  than  it  is  consistent 
with  my  duty,  to  yield  to  objections  which  have  fto  force, 
or  to  suffer  the  bill  to  be  cut  and  slashed  to  pieces  with 
amendments,  (as  they  are  called,)  which,  whatever  be 
their  object,  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  divide  its 
friends  and  ensure  its  defeat.  Of  course,  I  speak  of  amend- 
ments which  are  thrust  at  the  bill  without  any  consulta- 
tion with  -me — whose  matter  and  manner  arc  equally  ob- 
jectionuble^aiid  not  of  the  .amendments  coming  from 
the  friendly  hands  of  the  Senator  from  Vir^ia,  who  sits 
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before  me,  [Mr.  Tasbwbll]  ;  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  who  sits  to  my  left,  [Mr.  Macoh]  ;  or  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia,  who  sits  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Cobb.] 
Amendments  from  such  hands  aa  these  come  in  no  "ques 
tionable  shape."  I  know  their  "intents  to  be  charitable;" 
and  as  long  as  they  harmonize  with  the  general  plan  of 
the  bill,  it  will  be  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  re- 
ceive tlu  m  with  respect  and  deference. 

But  the. bill  meets  with  several  objections  ;  at  the  head 
of  which  stands  one  of  a  novel  and  extraordinary  charac- 
ter, not  connected  with  the  merits  of  the  question,  but 
growing  out  of  supposed  iniuries  which  it  is  to  inflict 
upon  the  old  States.  It  is  said  that  the  bill  will  have  the 
effect  of  drawing  off  the  population  of  these  States,  di- 
minishing the  weight  of  their  political  influence,  nnking 
the^  value  of  their  lands,  and  retarding  the  progress  of 
their  manufactures. 

These  arc  strange  objections, '  Mr.  President,  to  be 
urged-  in  a  country  blessed  with  a  Constitution  founded 
on  the  rights  of  man.  They  would  come  well  from  feud- 
al lords  in  the  old  baronial  times  of  Great  Britain,  or  from 
the  masters  of  the  serfs  and  vassals  of  Russia  and  Poland 
at  the  present  day;  but  they  g^te  harshly  upon  my  ear— 
they  harmonize  badly  with  the  feelinn  of  my  bosom — 
coming  from^merican  statesmen,  and  mtended  to  restrain 
the  free  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  from  bettering  their 
condition  by  removing  to  the  West.  Admitting  all  the 
evils  apprehended,  and  it  would  still  be  an  invalid  ob- 
jection \  for  the  People  have  a  right  under  our  Constitu- 
tion, to  go  where  they  please ;  even  to  expatriate  them- 
selves, and  go  into  foreign  countries  in  pursuit  of  wealth 
or  happiness.  It  is  their  own  privilege  to  go  or  stay,  and 
no  rightful  power  resides  in  this  Government  to  restrain 
them.  But  the  evils  will  be^  much  less  than  seem  to  be 
apprehended,  even  in  the  parts  of  the  Union  from  which 
the  objections  chiefly  come.  Emigration  has  never  de- 
populated a  good  country.  The  chasm  made  by  one 
person  moving  away  is  always  filled  in  such  a  country  by 
another  coming  in,  and  usually  a  richer  one.  Political 
influence  is  not  diminished,  but  increased,  by  such  emi- 

Sstions.  Of  this  the  two  Halls  of  Congress  furnish  abun- 
nt  proof.  Lands  in  the  old  States  will  certainly  not 
produce  less  in  consequence  of  such  removals.  The 
prolific  principle  of  the  soil  will  still  be  the  same  5  and 
if  it  sells  fbr  less,  it  is  also  bought  for  less.  The  thing 
balances  itself.  The  buyer  gains  what  the  seller  loses ; 
and  as  the  seller  is  to  be  the  emi^nt,  the  advantage  re- 
mains with  the  one  that  remains  m  the  country.  In  many 
places,  the  price  ot  land  i»  as  low  now  in  the  old  States 
as  my  bill  proposes  to  make  it  in  the  new  ones.  My 
friends  tell  me  that  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  with  some 
improvement  upon  it,  and  convenient  to  all  the  advanta- 
ges of  old  established  institutions,  can  be  had  now  in 
North  Carolina  for  one  dollar  per  acre  In  Virginia,  I 
aee  from  the  assessment  of  1817,  when  the  price  of  real 
estate  there,  as  elsewhere,  was  double  what  it  now  is, 
that  a  large  county,  bearing  the  name  of  one  of  her  Se- 
nators, here  present,  (Tyler,)  and  containing  as  many 
acres  as  the  Federal  Government  has  ever  sold  in  Missou- 
ri, was  assessed  at  68  cents  per  acre,  improvements  and 
all ;  that  another  county  of  about  the  same  size,  bearing 
the  name  of  another  of  her  Senators  present,  ^Tazewell,) 
waa  assessed  at  33  cenU  per  acre ;  and  three  others  at 
the  respective  prices  of  24,  t3,  and  It  cents  per  acre. 
Gentlemen  will  say  these  are  inferior  lands.  I  answer, 
that  the  prices  in  my  bill  also  apply  to  inferior  land,  and 
that  so  flu*  as  price  is  concerned,  there  will  be  no  induce- 
ment for  emigration  from  old  States  to  new  ones.  To 
the  south  of  the  Potomac,  and  in  all  the  slave-holding 
States  emigration  is  more  beneficial  than  otlierwise.  The 
poor  are  not  needed  there.  Slaves  perform  all  the  meni< 
al  services^  and  do  the  principal  part  of  the  labor.  In 
the  non  slave-holding  S.tates,  and  especially  in  the  manu- 


facturing districts,  it  is  somewhat  different.  There  the 
l>oor  are  wanted  for  tenants,  for  day  laborers,  for  domes- 
tic servants,  and  to  work  in  the  manufactories.  To  such 
States  it  might  be  some  disadvantage  to  lose  their  poor  f 
but  it  is  a  loss  which  they  have  no  moral  or  lawful  right 
to  prevent,  by  passing  laws  to  restrain  their  removal. 
But,  Mr.  President,  I  will  drop  these  objections.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  justifiable  in  Senators  from  old 
States  to  vote  upon  sitch  considerations ;  and  of  course 
it  is  not  becoming  in  me  to  presume  that  an  argument  is 
necessary  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so.  ^ 

I  will  proceed  to  the  next  objection,  which  is  also  of  a 
novel  and  extraordinaiy  character,  and  seems  to  have  its 
origin  in  a  benevolent  inclination  to  save  the  People  of 
the  new  States  from  the  consequences  of  their  own  folly. 
It  eoes  upon  the  supposition  that  the  price  of  all  the 
land  held  by  individuals,  will  be  sunk  to  the  scale  of 
prices  fixed  in  the  bill,  and  that  these  landholders  will 
be  injured  in  their  property  to  that  degree.  This  is  the 
ostensible  nature  or  the  objection  ;  but  it  may  be  that  it 
has  a  different  object ;  that  its  real  design  is  not  charita- 
ble, but  insidious  ;  and  that  it  is  intended  to  excite  these 
landholders  against  the  bill.  In  the  first  point  of  view, 
it  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  very  unexpected  ebullition 
of  superserviceable  benevolence,  which  the  individuals 
referred  to  will  resist  and  repudiate.  They  have  no  need, 
and  it  is  no  compliment  to  their  understandings  to  sun- 
pose  that  they  have  any  need  for  such  intrusive  guaroi* 
anship.  They  know  that  their  lands  will  produce  as  good 
crops  afler  as  before  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Many  of 
them  will  want  to  purchase  lands  at  the  graduated  prices. 
AU  will  know  that  individuals  are  now  selling  second  and 
third  rate  land  for  the  same  prices  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
and  every  one  is  conscious  that  population  ^ives  value  to 
land,  and  that  their  own  will  rise  in  value  m  proportion 
to  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country. 

The  tliird  objection  that  I  shall  notice  is  the  one  so  in- 
continently repeated,  that  no  one  will  buy  until  the  lands 
flOl  to  the  lowest  price.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
same  objection  which  was  made  to  the  graduation  prin- 
ciple in  Tennessee,  and  which,  for  several  years,  retard- 
ed the  establishment  of  the  system  there.  When  it  was 
established,  the  objection  was  discovered  to  have  no 
foundation.  This  we  learn  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell, of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  author  of  the 
system  in  Tennessee,  and  the  statement  of  Mr.  Smith, 
the  entry  taker  in  one  of  the  districts.  These  papers 
have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  laid  upon  our 
tables,  and  are  presumed  to  be  read  by  every  member. 
I  will  not,  therefore,  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  in 
reading  them  over,  amply  as  their  contents  would  repay 
that  trouble  ;  but  I  must  take  leave  to  present  a  second 
time,  the  table  of  sales  actually  made  in  the  Hiwassee 
district,  a  district  of  only  forty  miles  square,  and  which 
proves  the  utter  fallacy  and  toial  inapplicability  of  the 
objection.     The  followmg  is  the  table  : 

Jbnount  of  hmd  entered  in  the  Entry  Office  of  the  BitooB' 
see  IHetriel,  Thineteec,  and  amoimt  of  cash  recetoedfrom 
the  2d  February,  1824,  to  the  2d  J'cbruary,  1828. 


ee  per  acre. 

No.  of  aom. 

CaHi  received. 

$1   50 

100,000 

$  150,000 

1  00 

53,000 

53,000 

0  50 

90,000 

45,000 

0  25 

80,000 

20,000 

0  124 

56,000 

7,000 

0  01 

132,000 

1,200 

^276,220 
Such  IS  the  trium|>hant  answer  which  actual  experi- 
ment gives  to  this  objection.     Ii  was  the  experiment  of 
one  district ;  but  the  result  was  the  same  in  others,  for 
the  law  was  co-extensive  in  its  application  with  the  ex- 
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istence  of  the  State  lands.  But  even  without  this  ex- 
perimental answer,  the  objection  would  have  vanished 
berore  an  argument.     Instead  of  waiting  for  the  lowest 

Srice,  many  would  be  tempted  to  give  more  than  the 
ind  was  woKh,  either  to  save  a  quarter  section  which 
was  necessary  to  complete  the  size  and  form  of  their  ea- 
state,  or  to  supply  it  with  wood,  or  a  stream  of  water,  or 
a  stone  quarry,  or  a  sugar  orchard,  or  to  keep  off  a  bad 
neighbor,  or  to  form  a  settlement  for  a  child,  or  to  keep 
open  an  outle-  for  stock.  Such  was  the  natural  progress 
and  order  of  things.  He  that  wanted  a  piece  of  land 
that  suited  bim  would  cheerfully  embrace  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  it  up  for  its  real  value,  lest  anotlier 
should  forestal  him  in  the  purchase,  and  make  him  after- 
wards pay  more  than  the  value.  To  suppose  otherwise, 
and  to  assert,  as  this  objection  implies,  that  the  People 
of  the  new  States  and  Territories  would  wait  with  each 
other  for  four  years,  until  the  price  of  all  land  fell  to  25 
cents  per  acre,  is  to  suppose  the  existence  of  a  universal 
combination,  as  impossible  in  practice  as  it  would  be  dis- 
honorable in  conception.  And,  after  all,  it  could  end  in 
no  advantage ;  for  when  the  lands  had  fallen  to  25  cents, 
the  actual  settlers  would  have  the  preference,  and  the 
purchasers  would  have  to  stand  off  until  they  were  satis- 
fied,  and  then  the  contest  would  begin  among  tliem  ? 
for  if  two  or  more  applied  at  the  same  time,  for  the  same 
tract,  they  would  have  to  bid  for  it,  and  the  price  might 
be  run  up  higher  than  ever. 

The  fourth  objection  to  my  bill  is  found  in  the  appre- 
hension of  speeulators.  It  is  the  same  old  objection,  Mr. 
President, which  had  its  effect  for  a  while  in  Tennessee.as 
we  learn  from  Messrs.  Smith  and  Mitchell,  and  whicli 
was  completely  falsified  by  the  event  there,  and  is  ready 
to  be  overthrown  by  argument  here.  Sir,  there  can  be 
vo  &uch  thing  as  speculation  in  wild  land,  in  the  present 
state  of  America.  A  speculator  buys  to  sell  again.  His 
plan  is  to  buy  low,  and  sell  high?  but,  in  the  present 
condition  of  America,  ahhough  he  may  buy  low  enough, 
yet  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  sell  .still  lower.  Wiiat 
chance  is  there  for  wild  land  to  rise  ?  The  United  States 
own  eleven  hundred  millions  of  acres,  for  which  she  can- 
not find  purchasers.  Mexico  and  Canada  have  more  than 
they  can  give  away.  The  old  States  and  the  new  States 
are  full  of  improved  land,  offered  for  sale  on  the  n»ost 
reduced  terms.  You  s«re  ten  sellers  for  one  purchaser. 
The  old  speculators  of  1817-18,  that  is  to  say,  the  few 
that  have  escaped  ruin,  cannot  sell  their  lands,  and  are, 
infact,  the  real  authors  of  this  objection.  The  body  of 
the  People  do  not  make  it.  They  laugh  at  it.  I'hey 
know  that  the  laws  of  entail  and  primogeniture  arc  abo- 
I'bhcd,  and  that  the  greatest  landholder  of  the  present 
day  is  only  the  Uustee  for  other  people's  children  ?  tiiat 
his  posterity,  and  the  posterity  of  his  present  tenants, 
will  exchange  positions  in  two  or  three  generations,  per- 
haps in  one  generation  j  and,  as  for  present  purchases, 
they  know  that  they  can  rise  as  early,  ride  as  fasS  get  to 
the  office  as  soon,  and  show  as  good  money  as  any  spec- 
ulator.  If  it  comes  to  bidding,  they  can  bid  as  high.  If 
It  comes  to  drawing  lots,  they  stand  as  good  a  chance  as 
any  man  for  the  long  straw.  In  a  word,  sir,  the  People 
are  not  afraid  of  speculators.  They  know  there  is  no 
such  thing.  The  objection  has  been  tried  upon  them, 
and  they  laugli  at  it. 

The  fifth  objection  supposes  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment will  not  get  the  value  of  its  lands  under  my  bill. 
I  demand,  sir,  if  it  gets  the  value  under  the  present  sys- 
tem ?  And  i  answer  no  !  I  assert  that  it  gets  nothing 
under  the  present  system  ;  that  the  thirty-two  millions  of 
dollars  received  in  forty-two  years,  for  twenty  millions  of 
acres,  has  been  sunk,  and  double  sunk,  and  five  times 
over  sunk,  in  the  payment  ut  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
while  this  sum  was  collecting,  and  in  the  expenses  of  the 
aysiera.     I  say  that  it  will  get  quickly  under  my  bill,  wha 


it  gets  at  all  \  that  an  average  of  fifty  cents  per  acre,  re- 
ceived in  four  or  five  years,  for  the  refuse  lands,  will  be 
worth  mere  to  the  Treasury  than  $  1  25,  received  for  the 
same  lands,  would  be  worth  thirty  or  forty  years  hence. 
But  I  dismiss  this  calculation  as  one  of  inferior  and  subor- 
dinate consideration.  1  look  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
lands  more  tlian  to  their  sales.  It  is  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  which  enriches  the  CQ&iniry  «  and  in  this  point  of 
view,  the  country  is  always  a  gainer  when  any  portion  of 
the  public  lands  is  passed  from  the  Federal  Government, 
which  cannot  cultivate  them,  into  tlie  liands  of  private 
owners  who  can.  As  a  proof  of  this,  look  to  the  duties 
which  have  been  received  on  imports,  which  imports  are 
founded  on  the  exports  which  are  theprotluctsot  the  soil. 
You  will  see  them  amounting,  in  thirty-seven  years,  the 
period  that  the  present  Constitution  has  been  in  force,  to 
$  575,000,000.  Yes,  sir,  to  five  hundred  and  seventy-five 
millions  of  dollars  !  And  tliis  source  of  revenue,  instead  or 
being  exhausted  by  one  year's  cultivation,  like  the  reve- 
nue from  the  sale  of  the  lands,  which  can  only  be  received 
once  is  perennial  and  eternal,  renewing  itself  incessantly, 
and  augmenting  from  year  to  year,  with  the  increase  of 
wealth  and  of  population.  Surely  it  is  our  policy  to  in- 
crease this  bountiful  source  of  revenue,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  give  a  quarter  section  of  land  to  every  inhabitant 
that  will  cuUivale  it. 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  objections  which  have  been 
made  to  the  gi*aduation  clause  of  my  bill,  Mr.  President, 
without  noticing  one  which  1  heard  in  Missouri, but  whicli 
has  not  been  enforced  by  any  speaker  on  this  floor.  It 
was  the  objection  of  a  tanner  who  supplied  his  vats  with 
bark  from  ihe  public  lands,  and  who,  after  running  over 
all  the  worn  out  objections  about  speculators,  etc.  admit- 
ted that  his  true  objection  was  altogetiier  of  a  different 
nature :  that  if  the  bill  passed,  all  the  land  would  be 
brought  up,  and  he  woiUcl  get  no  more  "  public  bark  "  to 
tan  with. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  the  donation  clause,  and  admit 
at  once  that  its  primary  intention  is  to  better  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor.  1  kt»ow  it  to  be  written  in  that  Book 
which  is  the  epitome  ot  all  knowledge,  **that  the  rich 
ruletli  the  poor,  and  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of  the 
lender."  I  know,  too,  that  it  is  said  Ijy  my  venerable 
and  venerated  iricnd  from  Nortli  Carolina,  [Mr.  Macoh] 
that  Governnients  are  itot  made  for  the  poor,  but  against 
them  ;  that  the  rich  get  the  benefits,  and  the  )>oor  get 
the  burthens  of  Government ;  ami  I  know  that  this  se- 
vere remark  has  much  fouiulation  in  the  hi'story  of  man- 
kind, yet  it  has  not  always  been  so.  'I'hcre  have  been 
exceptions,  and  especially  in  that  great  repubUc,  whose 
name,  after  the  lapse  of  two  thousand  years,  stdl  shines  as 
a  leading  i»tar  'u\  tlie  firmament  of  nations.  It  was  not  so 
among  tlie  ancient  Uomans.  With  that  heroic  people, 
although  the  Government  was  chiefly  in  the  hands  oi  the 
Patricians,  yet  the  poor  had  an  interest  in  ll»eir  country, 
and  that  interest  was  founded  in  their  share  of  the  public 
lands.  When  a  conquest  wa»  made,  half  the  lands  were 
immediately  set  aside  for  gratuitous  distribution  among 
the  poor  j  the  other  haif^vias  put  up  to  sale  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  treasury.  Besides  this  tundamental  1hw» 
we  read  in  the  history  of  that  great  people,  ot  occasioi.al 
donations  of  land  to  ^0,000  poor  iamihes  at  a  lime.  Many 
laws  were  made  for  the  protection  of  their  lauds — as  the 
Liciniun  law,  which  secured  tlien*  posessions  lor  several 
hundred  years,  and  for  the  enforcement  of  which  the 
Gracchi  lost  their  lives.  It  was  this  interest  in  the  soil  of 
their  country,  which  matlc  the  love  of  that  country  so 
strong  a  passion  in  the  breast  of  the  Uomau  citsxen.  It 
was  this  which  made  every  Roman  glory  in  the  name^  and 
hold  himself  forever  ready  to  fight  and  die  tor  his  coun- 
try. And  cannot  the  same  cause  produce  the  same  etfect 
with  us  ?  Congress  is  charged  with  providing  for  "  tlie 
common  defence"  of  the  nation,  and  she  expends  milUons 


625 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


626 


Apbtl  9,  1828.] 


Qraduaiion  of  the  Pubhe  Lands, 


[SENATE. 


tipon  the  fortiiicattons  of  the  seacoast,  and  upon  the 
equipment  of  nhips  for  the  sea.  AnU  may  she  not  give 
land  for  the  <lefencc  of  the  Western  Frontier  ?  Great 
Britain  ia  now  filliiif;^  Upper  Canada  with  freeholders,  at 
a  gi eat  expense  to  the  Crown.  One  hundred  and  fiAy 
acres  of  choice  land  to  each  emigrant — expenses  of  re- 
moval— provisions  for  one  year— seed-g^ns  for  the  first 
crop — ^farming  tools  and  household  utensils^a  cow,  nt 
the  cost  of  j£ 4  10  sterling:  such  are  the  inducements 
which  England  holds  out  for  the  settlement  of  Upper 
Canada.  And  why  ?  For  the  obvious  purpose  of 
strengthening  herself  against  us  in  that  quarter:  and 
shall  we  not  strengthen  ourselves  against  her  in  the  op- 
posite quarter  ?  And  by  the  same  means  ?  The  defence 
furnished  by  patriotism  and  valor,  has  been  called  "  the 
cheap  defence  of  nations,"  and  so  in  fact  it  is.  A  brave 
People,  devoted  to  their  country,  is  its  cheapest,  as  well 
as  its  surest,  defence.  Of  this  defence,  it  is  in  the  power 
of  this  Goverument  to  avail  itself  to  any  degree,  it  may 
have  as  many  warriors  as  it  pleases  on  its  frontier.  It  has 
hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  of  vacant  land  in  the  fron- 
tier States  and  Territories,  and  some  luindred  thousand 
citizens  withoiit  freeholds.  Let  it  give  them  land  ;  let 
it  give  them  an  interest  in  their  country  ;  a  home  for  their 
wives  and  their  little  ones ;  and  they  will  never  be  found 
without  a  horse  and  a  rifle  ;  without  a  willing  mind,  a 
courageous  heart,  and  a  strong  arm,  when  that  country 
demands  their  service.  Let  not  the  character  of  these 
People  be  judged  by  the  infamous  British  publications, 
to  wliich  too  many  of  our  statesmen  look  for  information 
of  their  own  country.  I  have  one  of  tlH;se  publications, 
which  I  have  reserved  to  read  in  this  place,  that  1  might 
bear  witness,  on  this  elevated  theatre,  before  the  whole 
American  Senate,  to  its  base  and  libellous  ch.iractcr.  It 
is  from  the  liritish  Quarterly  Ktfview,  No.  61.  Listen  to 
it:  I 

'*  We  affirm,  without  fear  of  conti'adiction,  or  of  error, 
that  there  is  not  to  be  found,  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  a 
race  of  men  so  utterly  abandoned  to  vice  and  to  crime, 
BO  devoid  of  all*  fear  of  God,  and  regard  towards  man,  as 
the  outscttlers  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  -other  back 
States." 
*  Now,  Mr.  I»resi<]e4)t,  I  affirm,  without  fear  of  error, 
and  with  utter  contempt  fur  all  contradiction,  that  a  biiser 
libel  was  never  publisiicd,  against  any  People,  than  tliis 
which  L  have  read.  It  has .  been  exposed  by  <mc  who 
knows  its  falitity,  (Govenior  Cass,  of  Michigan,  in  tiie 
North  American  Review,)  and  1  add  my  voice  to  his,  and 
from  personal  knowledge.  I  have  known  the  Peo(de  of 
the  frontier  States  from  my  boyhood — have  travelled 
among  them,  and  lived  among  them  ;  and  can  truly  say, 
that,  for  a)l  the  manly  virtues — for  integrity,  fldr  dealing, 
courage,  generosity,  and  hospitality,  they  are  proverbial 
and  unrivalled.  The  benighted  stranger  never  knocks 
at  their  gate  in  vain :  the  tr:iveller  never  quits  their  house 
hungry:  locks  and  bars  are  not  necessary  for  the  security 
of  cribs  and  barns  :  the  mail  needs  no  guard  :  the  soli- 
tary unarmed  traveller,  in  a  journey  of  a  thousand  miles, 
enjoys  a  safely  by  day  and  by  night,  which  he  would 
look  for  in  vain  in  the  streets  of^that  capitil  of  Great 
Britain,  from  which  issued  the  infamous  libel  which  1  have 
read  to  yon.  It  is  the  People  of  these  frontier  States  to 
whom  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  gloriet  of  the  late 
war.  It  is  to  them  we  are  chiefly  to  look  in  future  wars. 
They  are  with  us  "the  cheap  defence  of  the  nation." 
And  shall  they  not  have  an  inheritance  in  tlie  land  of 
their  fathers?  Shall. they  not  have  a  home,  as  well  as  a 
grave,  in  the  land  whicii  they  defend  ?  Shall  we  part 
with  no  ground  but  for  gold  and  silver  '  Shall  we  con- 
aider  money  more  valuable  than  pati'iotism  }  Shall  we 
act  upon  the  principle  which  I  have  heard  asserted  on 
this  floor,  that  the  man  who  cannot  pay  $  100  for  eighty 
acres  of  land  is  not  wort!)  having  for  a  citizen  }  Sir,  1 
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know  better.  I  know  that  an  immense  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  new  cotmtries  never  see  the  day  when 
they  are-masters  of  100  silver  dollars,  to  be  paid  down 
for  a  piece  of  land.  Early  marriages,  the  cares  of  fami* 
ly,  current  expenses  for  indispensable  objects,  accidents, 
misfortunes,  and  losses,  prevent  the  accumulation  of  such 
a  sum — small  as  it  may  seem  ^o  those'  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  handling  money,  but  great,  in  fact,  to  him  who 
gets  nothing  but  by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  and  whose  first 
earnings  go  to  the  daily  support  of  his  wife  and  his  chil- 
dren. Poverty  is  not  always  the  effect  of  vice  or  lazi- 
ness. Many  are  born  poor,  and  remain  so  {  many  are 
born  rich,  and  become  poor  through  misfortune  ;  and,  to 
all^  the  change  of  condition  from  tenant  to  freeholder,  is 
the  most  difficult  part  of  their  lives.  Let  the  Federal 
Government  make  that  change  for  them.  It  ean  do  it 
for  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  be  none  the  weaker  or 
poorer,  but  richer  and  stronger  on  account  of  it.  Great 
and  meritorious  are  the  services  of  the  poor.  They  are 
solfliers  in  the  time  of  war,  and  cultivators  both  in  war 
and  peace.  Their  daily  labpr  is  the  perrenial  source  of 
food  to  man  and  beast .  Daily  do  they  moisten  the  earth 
with  the  sweat  of  their  brow.  Shall  that  sweat  continue 
to  fall  upon  ground  which  is  not  their  own  >  Shall  they 
remain  without  land  under  a  Government  abounding 
with  land  ?  Shall  they  be  compelled  to  choose  between 
the  hard  alternatives  of  being  trespassers  or  tenants,  all 
their  lives  ?  Sliall  they  see  for  ever  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  after  constituting  itself  sole  purchaser  of  land 
from  Indians,  resolve  itself  into  the  hard  character  of 
speculator  and  monopolizer,  and  make  *'  merchandise  " 
out  of  God's  first  and  greatest  gift  to  man  \ 

The  cession  clause,  Mr.  President,  to  which  I  now  pro- 
ceed, is  the  f«/urth  and  last  clause  in  the  bill.  Its  nature 
has  been  explained.  I'he  other  clauses  being  adopted, 
the  adoption  of  this  one  would  seem  a  matter  of  course. 
It  could  no  longer  be  an  object  to  keep  up  offices  in  the 
old  districts,  to  sell  the  miserable  refuse  which  would  re- 
main unsold  for  a  year,  after  having  been  offered  at  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  acre.  The  expense  would  not  justify 
it.  The  only  question  would  be  between  giving  them 
up  to  the  States  for  beneficial  purposes,  or  suffering  them 
to  lie  idle  for  hundreds  of  yeai-s,  under  the  barren  scep- 
tre of  the  Federal  Government  That,  with  me«  would 
be  no  question  at  all.  The  States,  with  the  advantage  of 
local  knowledge,  and  near  superintendence,  could  make 
them  available  in  promoting  education  and  improving  tlie 
country :  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Government,  they 
would  be  a  harbor  for  wild  beasts,  and  nuisances  to  the 
country  for  hundreds  of  }  ears.  I  dwell  particularly,  Mr. 
President,  on  this  idea.  These  refuse  lands  are  the 
sources  of  disease  and  death.  I  have  in  my  hand  the 
statement  of  an  officer  whose  habitual  correctness  is 
above  all  praise — a  g^entleman  who  hides  superior  merit 
in  a  subordinate  station — one  who  takes  pains  to  conceal 
more  science  than  any  other  gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance can  show—  I  speak  of  Col.  McRee,  Surveyor  Gene* 
ral  in  Missoiu^,  whose  report  upon  the  inundated  lands 
of  Missouri  and  Illinois  was  made  under  your  instruc- 
tions, and  printed  by  your  order — I  have,  1  say,  his  state- 
ment in  my  hand,  which  shows  1096  ponds,  lakes, 
and  marshes  in  these  two  States,  on  an  ai-ea  of  four 
millioiui  of  acres,  or  the  one-twentieth  part  of  tlieir 
surface.  They  cover  several  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land.  The  most  of  them  belong  (o  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. They  are  nuisances  to  the  country,  and  nuisances 
which  the  loCal  authorities  have  not  the  means  to  abate. 
They  are  the  source  of  sickness  and  death  to  the  neigh- 
boring inhabitants  \  even  to  those  who  have  bought  bind 
from  the  owner  of  the  nuisance.  Many  such,  af\er  year* 
of  contention  with  noxious  and  pestilential  air,  spending 
their  money,  and  losing  many  members  of  their  fam- 
ily in  the  vain  conflict,  have  been  compelled  tojnove 
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mway,  abandomni^   their  possessions   without  rent    or 
tale.     Sir,  I  consider  it  as  plain  langniafiT^  not  amount- 
ing to  metaphorical,  to  call  these  1096  ponds,  lakes, 
awamps,  and  marshes,  so  many  Federal  garrisons,  man- 
ned fay  innumerable  and  invisible  ag'ents  of  destniction, 
in  the  shape  of  various  diseases,  for  the  extermination  of 
the  inhabitantSr  'The  American  Bottom  is  the  chief  seat  of 
these  1096  garrisons,  and  melancholy  is  the  havoc  which 
tbey  have  made  upon  it.     Who  has  not  heard  or  read  of 
this  incomparable  and  unrivalled  bottom,caUed  by  pre-em- 
inence, American?  And  how  faint  and  inadequate  is  the  con* 
oeption  which  any  description  can  give  to  those  who  have 
not  seen  it!  Figure  to  yourself,  Mr.  President,  an  alluvion 
bottom,  ninety  miles  long,  and   averaging  five  miles 
wide,  washed  on  one  side  by  the  Mississippi,  fortiBed  on 
the  other  by  a  lofty  rampart  of  limestone  rock ;  divided 
and  subdivided  in  its  whole  extent  into  woodland  and 
prairie  \  the  wood  filled  with  vines  and  wild  fruit ;  the 
prairies  covered  with  grass  and  flowers ;  the  soil  rich, 
like  the  Delta  of  the  Nile,  and  too  loose,  too  light,  to 
bold  the  streams  of  water  which  gush  from  the  rampart 
of  rock,  or  ftll  from  the  high  country  above,  and  which 
are  swallowed  up  in  their  vain  attempt  to  reach  the  river ; 
situated  under  the  temperate  latitude  of  37  and  38,  op- 
poeite  to  the  flourishing  market  town  of  St.  Lotiis,  and 
within  four  days  sail  of  New  Orleans :  Figure  to  your- 
self these  objects,  and  you  then  have  an  outline  of  the 
American  Bottom,  which  your  own  rich  imagination  may 
fill  up,  in  iu  happier  days,  with  fields  almost  black  with 
dark  green  com ;  other  fields  yellow  with  ripening  wheat, 
barley,  rye,  and  oats,  reflecting  the  rays  of  a  brilliant 
sun  from  their  level,  golden,  uniform,  and  waving  sui^ 
lace  J  orchards  loaded  with  young  fruit  ;   vines  with 
grapes ;  vast  herds  of  cattle  wading  up  to  their  s:des  in 
the  tall  prairie  grass ;  and  all  this  in  an  atmosphere  fra- 
grant with  the  fresh  perfume  of  innumerable  flowers  and 
blossoms.    This  magnificent  bottom  was  the  first  abode 
of  the  French  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.     Its  set- 
tiement,  by  the  followers  of  La  Salle,  about  the  year  1680, 
was  c€>eval  with  the  settlement  of  Philndclphia.     Before 
the  peace  of  1763,  which  transferred  the  Canadas  and 
Illinois  to  the  British  Crown,  it  was  t])e  seat  of  a  nume- 
rous population,  which  supplied  New  Oi'leans  with  pro- 
vinons,  and  sent  three  companies  of  militia  to  assist  in 
the  destruction  of  Braddock,  at  fort  Duquesne.     Kas. 
kaskta  was  then  a  rich  and  flourisliing  townj  Cahokia, 
Prairie  de  Rocher,  and  Prairie  de  Pont^  were  gay  and 
smiling  villag^es ;  Fort  Chartrcs,  witli  its  numerous  and 
brilliant  garrison,  gave  security  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
Imparted  life  and  animation  to  their  innocent  joys.     But, 
since  then,  how  changed  !     The  transfer  of  the  Illinois 
to  Great  Britain,  gave  the  firat  blow  to  its  prosperity. 
Fort  Chartres  lost  its  numerous  garrison.    The  Jesuits 
who  had  a  college  at  Kaskaskia,  Ted  many  of  their  flock 
to  the  Spanish  side  of  the  river,  and  fnunded  St.  Louis 
and  Ste.  Genevieve.     The  expedition  of  General  Clark, 
in  ^78,  scared  off  others ;  and,  to  crown  all  these  causes 
of  emigration,  came  the  ordinance  of  1787,  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  slavery  from  it.     The  Fi-e'nch  are  attached, 
Mr.  President,  to  their  slaves.     Thy  cull  them  by  kind 
and  gentle  appellations,  **  mon  amf,**  *'mon  enfarU,** 
"  ma  JilU"  ai*e  not  unfrequent  terms  of  address  to  their 
«« bond  men"  and  their  "bond  women."    The  fear  of 
losing  this  species  of  pi-operty,  under  the  new  ordi- 
nance, gave  the  last  impulsion  to  the  emigrating  spirit, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  remaining  slHveholders  fol* 
lowed  their  countrymen  across  the  Mississippi,  or  down 
it  to  New  Orleans.     At  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  as 
we  were  called,  upon  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  in 
1804,  the  population  was  found  to  be  three-fourths  gone  { 
and  at  Kaskaskia,  T^ort  Chartres,  and  the  villages,  the 


of  the  New  World.     But  the  bottom  had  too  many  at- 
tractions to  be  overlooked  by  emigrants.     Our  People 
began  to  settle  upon  it,  and  to  apply  their  energies  to  its 
cuttivatien  ;  but  they  also  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
move.   The  pools  of  water,  formed  by  refluent  cuirents 
from  the  river,  or  by  rains  from  the  hills,  has  taken 
possesion   of  the  low  parts,  and  formed  permanent 
lakes,  by  the  deposit  of  the  tenacious  clayey  sediment 
which  came  iVom  the  cultivated  lands.     The  population 
was  too  weak  to  drain  them,  or  to  fence  eiit  the  river  by 
levees,  at  the  low  places.    The  State  authorities  lacked 
the  power  or  the  means  to  do  it.     The  Federal  Govern- 
ment, to  whom  all  these  nuisances  belonged,  like  an 
Irish  landlord,  living  in  London,  was  ignorant  of  their 
existence.     The  very  water  which  forms  these  lakes  wid 
po;«ds,  was  supposed  by  it  to  be  land,  and  is  offered 
for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  twenty-five 
cents  the  superficial  acre.    The  consequence  is,  that  tl»e 
American  Bottom  is  less  populous  now  than  it  was  at  the 
period  of  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana ;  less  so  than  it 
was  when  I  first  saw  it,  twelve  yiars  ago,  and  becoming 
less  populous  every  year.      The  stagnant  waters  en- 
croach upon  the  People,  and  the  People  retire  from  be- 
fore them.     The  Federal  Government  owns  these  nui- 
sances, and  will  neither  abate  them,  nor  contribute  its 
proportion  among  other  landholders,  to  have  them  abat- 
ed.    They  increase  in  size  and  number,  and  are  becom* 
ing  the  lords  of  the  bottom :  but  if  the  cession  clause  in 
my  bill  should  take  efiect,  the  clause  which  I  am  now 
pressing  on  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  this  sad  picture 
may  soon  be  reversed.     These  nuisances,  and  their  prox* 
imate  domain,  would  change  owners,  and,  in  the  change^ 
they  would  get  a  master  on  the  spot  to  treat  them  aa 
they  deserve.     They  would  soon  cease  to  be  garrisons^ 
either  State  or  Federal,  metaphorical  or  real,  for  the  de- 
struction of  People's  lives.     Wise  laws  would  be  passed 
by  the  State  Legislature,  founded  in  local  knowledge, 
adapted  to  the  evil,  and  executed  by  persons  interested 
in  their  success.     Ponds,  lakes,  and  swamps  would  dis- 
appear ;    their  pestilential  airs  would  Tanish  ;  health 
would  be  restored  to  the  American  Bottom ;  and,  with 
it,  an   unalloyed  enjoyment  to  the  planter  and  fanner  of 
this  terrestrial  Paradise.     I  have  confined  what  I  have  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  upon  the  subject  of  these  nuisances, 
to  tlie  American  Bottom  alone,  not  because  it  is  their  on- 
ly scat,  but  because  f  wished  to  strike  the  imagination, 
and  fix  the  attention  with  one  eminent  example  of  this 
evil,  which  would  do  for  a  thousand  lesser  instances. 
But  they  are  not  limited  to  that  bottom.     These  nui- 
sances are  found  in  ample  number,  differing  in  magni- 
tude, not  in  nature,  upon  the  margins  of  all  the  creeks 
and  rivers  in  all  the  States  and  Territories,  from  the 
Gulf  coast  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  to  the 
Lake  shores  of  Indiana  and  Michigan.      They  extend 
fhom  Detroit  to  New  Orieans.    They  are  the  property  of 
the  Federal  Government,   and  every  where  tney   are 
sources  of  disease.     Will  the  Federal  Government  hold 
on  to  them  for  ever  ?     Will  it  continue  to  wave  its  barren 
sceptre  over  pestilential  swamps  and  marshes,  as  well  as 
over  desert  prairies,  flinty  hills,  and  sterile  ridges  ? 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  an  appeal  to  the  Senate*  He 
would  not  recapitulate  on  a  subject  on  which  he  liad 
spoken  fully  two  years  ago — again  at  the  commencment 
of  the  present  session— and  now,  for  the  third  time,  and 
extended  into  the  third  day.  He  made  an  appeal  to  the 
members  upon  the  sacred  nature  of  the  duty  which  the 
decision  of  this  bill  devolved  upon  them,  it  was  a  local 
subject,  vitally  interesting  to  seven  States,  and  was  to  be 
decided  upon  by  a  National  Legislature,  composed  of 
members  no  way  responsible  to  those  States.  The  de- 
cision was  in  the  hands  of  Senators,  not  chosen  by  the 
SUtes  interested,  not  amenable  to  them,  without  any  in- 


traveller  was  astonished  at  the  «ight  of  ruins  In  the  heart  I  tereit  in  the  success  of  the  bill,  and,  by  posnbility,  labor- 
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ing  under  the  deluave  belief  of  having  an  interest  in  its 
defeat.  Such  circumstances  put  human  nature  to  its  se- 
vtrcst  trial — they  put  our  form  of  government  to  its  se- 
verest trial — to  the  trial  at  which  every  confederacy  has 
heretofore  failed — the  trial  which  subjects  the  local  in- 
terest of  one  part,  and  a  weaker  part  of  the  confederacy, 
to  the  final  award  and  decision  of  the  other  part,  and  tl'ic 
stronger  part.  Certainly  it  was  inconsiderate,  it  was  im- 
provident, it  was' highly  unwise  in  these  seven  States,  to 
come  into  the  coi  federacy  befofe  they  bad  provided  for 
(heir  own  ultimate  independence,  and  for  the  certain 
extinction,  within  some  reasonable  time,  of  the  Federal 
title  to  th«  land  within  their  limits.  Instead  of  binding 
themselves  never  to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposi- 
tion of  the  soil — never  to  (ax  the  Federal  lands — they 
ought  to  have  made  these  restinctions  upon  their  sove- 
reignty temporary  in  duration,  and  contingent  in  ap- 
plication. They  ought  to  have  submitted  to  these  re- 
strictions for  limited  periods  only,  and  to  have  reserved 
the  right  of  taxing  all  the  land  that  was  nqt  sold  in  a  rea« 
eonable  time,  which  times  should  have  been  fixed  in  the 
compacts.  No  one  can  doubt  but  that  if  these  stipula- 
tions had  been  contended  for,  at  the  first  admission  of 
the  new  States,  they  would  have  been  granted,  and.  that 
the  periods  fixed  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  sove- 
reign rights  would  have  been  much  shorter  than  have 
elapsed  since  the  oldest  of  them  was  admitted.  But  the 
day  for  making  stipulations  has  gone  by ;  the  time  for 
supplicating  is  now  come-  The  compacts  are  made,  and 
so  fiir  as  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  new 
States  is  concerned,  they  are  capitulations  without  teimsr- 
submissons  without  appeal — surrenders  at  discretion,  to 
the  will  of  Congress  !  They  can  only  appeal  to  your 
justice,  and  that  appeal  is  now  made,  not  in  my  speech 
alone,  but  tu  the  memorials  of  l^gfislatures,  and  in  the 
petitions  of  individuals,  and  in  the  united  voices  of  seven- 
teen out  of  eighteen  Senators,  that  you  have  upon  this 
floor,  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  May  their  ap- 
peal not  be  in  vain.  May  it  be  such  as  to  prevent  them 
from  ever  thinking  of  applying  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  the  seventh  clause  m  the  Declaration  of 
Independence- against  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

TeuBSDAT,  April  10,  1828. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  internal  improvement  was  again 
Uken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
175,000  dollars  for  the  completion  of  the  Cumberland 
Road  to  Zanesville,  observing  that  a  bill  for  thid  purpose 
had  passed  the  Senate  at  ap  early  period  of  the  session. 
His  motion  was  to  insert  the  bill  alluded  to,  instead  of  the 
provision  in  the  present  bill.  Mr.  B.  went  at  considera. 
ble  length  into  an  argument  against  the  principle  of  al. 
lowing  the  Executive  to  originate  bills,  taking,  thereby, 
its  legitimate  powers  from  the  legislative  body.  He 
thought,  on  such  subjects  as  that  now  before  the  Senate, 
in  particular,  the  legislature  ought  to  originate  bills.  He 
thought  the  evil  was  gaining  ground,  and  wished  to  stay 
its  course.  The  question,  therefore,  which  his  motion 
would  propose,  would  be,  whether  tiie  legislative  or  Ex- 
ecutive discretion  should  be  exercised  in  originating  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARRIS,  the  motion  was  divided,  so 
as  to  take  the  question  first  on  striking  out. 

Mr  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  amendment 
He  did  not  look  upon  this  as  an  Executive  measure.  The 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  did  not  apply  to 
this  bill,  as  all  the  appropriations  had  been  sanctioned  by 
former  acts  of  Congress.  He  did  not  see  that  censure 
could  rest  any  where.  It  was  tru^  that  many  things  had 
been  put  into  the  bill  which  did  not  belong  there — such 


as  provisions  for  light-houses — ^yet  he  did  not  consider 
that  it  displayed,  in  any  degree,  the  exercise  of  a  power 
to  originate  bills  on  the  part  of  the  Executive.  He  should 
vote  against  striking  out. 

Mr.  McLANE  dissented  from  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
BENTON.  He  presumed  the  subject  of  tlie  Cumber- 
hind  Road  had  been  reported  npon  by  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  and  that  this  part  of  the  bill  had  not 
originated  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  H4 
thought  there  could  not  well  be  any  difference  between 
the  views  of  the  Department  and  tlioseof  the  frentlemui 
from  Missouri,  as  they  had  the  same  object  in  view. 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  a  doubt  whether  the  Depart* 
ment  and  himself  held,  in  all  respects,  the  same  views  of 
the  subject.  He  certainly  agreed  in  an  issue  to  extend 
the  road  to  Zanesville.  It  had  been  proposed,  he  Sftid» 
at  a  very  early  period,  in  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
to  extend  the  road  to  the  Seat  of  Government  of  Mis- 
souri ;  but  he  had  reason  to  believe  that,  as  the  line  of 
the  road  had  not  yet  been  indicated,  it  was  intended  to 
divert  it  from  the  course  originally  laid  out.  The  peo]ile 
of  Missouri  and  Illinois  were  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the 
route  which  the  road  was  to  take,  in  order  to  lay  out 
their  farms  accordingly  ;  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that 
he  had  framed  the  bm  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  which 
passed  the  Senate.  The  people  of  Kentucky  and  Ala- 
bama had  no  reason  to  doubt  his  friendly  disposition.  He 
was  willing  to  advocate  roads  through  their  States,  but 
he  wished  also  to  save  his  own.  He,  therefore,  liad  pro- 
posed this  amendment. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment. 

The  question  on  striking  out  being  then  taken,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  thought  it  unnecessary  to  insert  the  bill 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  as  the  bill 
passed  in  the  Senate,  at  an  early  period  of  the  session, 
was  now  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  bad  not 
been  acted  upon  there.  By  not  inserting,  the  bill  now 
proposed,  the  objection  would  be  pot  rid  o*",  that  this 
bill  was  encumbered  with  objects  which  ought  not  to  be 
inserted  in  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  RUGGkES  said,  that  he  should  regret  having 
voted  in  favor  of  striking  out,  if  the  motion  to  insert  was 
abandoned.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  motion  to  insert 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARTON  did  not  think  this  amendment  would 
come  under  the  general  objection  of  mixing  up  incon- 
gruous matters  in  an  appropriation  bill.  It  was  not  ini« 
proper,  in  making  an  appropriation,  to  state  for  what  it 
was  made  ;  and  m  this  alone  did  the  amendment,  now 
proposed,  differ  from  the  provision  in  the  bill  before  thtf 
Senate. 

Mr.  PARRIS  thoug!>t  the  adoption  of  this  motion 
might  possibly  produce  an  awkward  state  of  affatn.  If 
the  House  wei*e  to  take  up  the  bill  passed  in  tlie  Senate, 
and  pass  it,  there  would  bi),fwo  appropriations  made 
for  the  same  object.  There 'were  many  portions  of  th« 
bill  which  he  was  in  favor  of ;  but  he  had  been  opposed 
to  that  for  the  Cumberland  Road  from  tlic  commence- 
ment. He,  therefore,  wished  that  it  miglit  be  separated 
from  this  bill,  because  he  wished  to  give  his  vote  on  it 
separately.  He  thought  it  ought  to  stand  on  its  own 
ground  »  and.  as  it  would  be  passed  in  the  other  House, 
he  thought  there  was  no  necessity  of  inserting  it  in  this 
bill. 

3Hr.  BENTON  said,  that  it  was  to  remove  that  em- 
barrassment of  which  the  gentleman  from  Mune  had 
spoken,  that  he  introduced  the  bill  which  was  now  before 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives.  As  the  season  was  now 
f:*r  advanced,  he  was  anxious  tliat  this  apptopriation 
should  be  made  at  once  ;  and  if  the  road  to  the  capi'  «^ 
of  Missouri  could  not  be  located,  he  was  uudoos  thttt  tbo 
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road  to  Zanesvilfe  should  be  completed  :  and,  altliough 
U  was  ogainst  his  principles  to  vote  for  a  bill  composed 
of  incongruous  materials^  in  -this  case  he  was  forced  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  asked  whether  this  proposition  was 
in  order.  He  supposed  that  a  bill  that  had  been  acted 
upon  and  disposed  of,  could  not  be  acted  upon  again 
during  the  same  session.  If  (he  bill  had  been  rejected, 
it  could  not  have  been  brought  forward  again.  He  thought 
a  bit!  as  much  out  of  reach  of  the  Senate,  when  it  had 
been  passed  and  gone  to  the  other  House,  as  though  it 
had  been  rejected.  He  rose  to  ask  the  question,  whether 
it  was  in  order  to  propose  this  bill  as  an  amendment. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  proposition  was  in  order ;  as 
there  was  a  distinction  between  acting  upon  an  original 
bill  which  had  been  disposed  o**,  and  an  amendment  pro- 
posed to  another  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  inserting  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  Cumberland  Road,  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
BENTON,  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  the  motion  was  rejected — ayes  18,  noes  22. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and  the 
amendment  adopted  yesterday  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  restrict  the  surveys  of  internal  improvements  to  those 
objects  already  commenced,  being  proposed  for  confirm- 
ation— 

Mr.  KANE  opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable 
length,  and  replied  to  the  argtimcnts  of  Mr.  McLANE, 
of  yesterday.  He  inquired  ot  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
how  long  it  would  require  to  finish  the  works  already 
commenced,  and  what  amount  would  be  required  to  de- 
ftly the  expenses  of  those  objects  ? 

Mr. HENDRICKS  followed,  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
menty  which  he  looked  upon  as  a  step  towards  the  aban- 
donment of  the  whole  system  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  HAYNE  explamed  some  of  his  remarks,  made  yes- 
terday, which  had  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  UENURiCKS. 
Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  went  into  an  examina- 
tion, at  great  length,  of  the  surveys  already  made  under 
the  act  of  1824,  and  supported  the  opinion,  formerly  ex- 
pressed hy  him,  that  they  were  all  works  of  a  national 
character. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  in  replpr  to  tlie  inquiries  of 
Mr.  KANE,  observed  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  had 
no  information  as  to  the  amount  of  expense  required  to 
finish  the  surveys  already  commenced,  or  the  lime  wliich 
their  completion  would  take.  From  an.  examination  of 
the  documents^  he  should  be  Ie<l  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
surplus  would  remain  out  of  the  30,000  dollars,  afler  the 
completion  of  those  surveys. 

BIr.  NOBLE  spoke  at  great  length  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment,  and  witli  great  severity  of  persons  wlio 
had  changed  their  course  on  this  subject,  and  maintained 
the  partial  and  unjust  influence  which  arresting  the  sur- 
veys at  this  period  would  have  upon  the  Western  States. 
Mr  KANE  made  some  further  remarks,  and  observed 
that,  if  the  supposition  oP^Ug  gentleman  from  Maryland 
was  comet,  be  was  still  more  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, as  it  was  not  customary  to  make  appropriations 
larger  than  the  object  to  be  effected  by  them  required. 
Mr*  BARTON  explained  the  grounds  on  which  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment. 
Mr.  BRANCH  said  a  few  words, 
The  question  beiMf  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  ilie  following-  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Berrien,   Brancii,   Chandler,   Cobb, 

Dtckeraon,  Eaton,  Elli*,  Foot,   Haync,  King,  McKinley, 

McLane,  Macon,  Parris,  llidgely,  Kowan,  S;inford,  Smith, 

^  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  WJiile, 

Williams,  Woodbuiy 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batcman,  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of 
'  -*--*v.  Joiinston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  Knight,  Marks, 


Noble,  Robbins,  Kuggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Thomas,  Webster,  Willey.— 23. 

1  he  VICE  PRESIDENT  rose,  and  said  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  considered  assumplinn  in  the  Chair  to  offer 
an  explanation  to  the  Senate  of  the  prround  on  which  the 
casting  vote  had  been  given  on  this  question  yesterday. 
As  the  Chair  understood  his  motives  had  been  called  in 
question,  it  seemed  necessar}'  to'  explain  them,  and  to 
shew  that  the  Chair  had,  in"  giving  that  casting  vote, 
abandoned  no  opinions  formerly  entertained.     From  the 
beginning,  the  Chair  had  been  of  opinion  that  this  sys- 
tem was  subject  to  g^at  diiRcuhies,  which  might  even* 
tually  run  it  down  ;  Aat  it  might  be  diverted  from  nation- 
al to  local  objects ;  and  that  it  might  be  made  subservient 
to  political  combinations.     The  Chair  does  not  pretend 
to  assert  thut  the  system  has  been  roisdii-ected,  or  that  the 
powers  delegated  bv  the  law  have  been  abused.     But  it 
was  always  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  that  such  results 
shonUI  he  guarded  against.     It  was  the  fortune  of  the  in- 
dividual who  now  fills  the  Chair,  at  a  former  periotl  to 
preside  over  the  War  Department  when  this  subject  was 
agitated,  and,  in  pui*suance  of  a  resolution  of  the  other 
House,  he  had  drawn  up  a  project,  which  was  submitted 
to  the  Prcsidentof  the  United  States,  and  communicated 
by  him  to  Congress  in  the  year  1824.     in  that  document, 
the  opinions  of  the  Chair  upon  the  powers  of  Congress 
were  fully  stated.     He  had  always  acted  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  Congress  onght  to  have  the  control  over  the 
whole  subject ;  tha*  the  responsibility  was  too  great  to 
be  reposed  In  one  individual ;  and  that  specific  appro- 
priations onght  to  be  made  to  carry  on  the  various  ob- 
jects «>f  the  system.     These  were  always  tlie  opinions  of 
the  humble  individual  who  now  fills  the  Chair.     While  a 
member  of  the  other  House,  at  nn  early  period,  he  had 
contended  for  the  specific  appropriation  of  money  to  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvement.     The  casting  vote  given 
yesterday  had  been  dictated  by  those  principles.    The 
Vies  PuESiDSHT  remarked  that  allusions  had  been  made 
to  a  casting  vote  given  by  him,  two  years  since,  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  a  canal  in  Illinois.     That 
vote  had  been  a  silent  one,  and  he  now  took  occasion  to 
explain  it.     The  Chair  then  applied  to  the  two  Senators, 
and  remarked  to  them,  that,  from  the  closeness  of  the 
previ(ms  votes,  it  was  not  improbable  that  a  casting  vote 
might  occur,  and  that,  unless  the  bill  was  amended,  the 
vote  of  the  Chair  must  be  against  it.     The  hill  proposed 
to  set  aside  a  portion  of  land  tor  the  constmction  of  tlie 
canal.     The  Chair  considered  the  public  lands  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government,  and  to  be  disposed  of  for  the 
common  benefit ;  and  that  if  a  canal  were  to  be  provided 
for  oitt  of  those  common  fhitds,  it  ought  to  be  toll  free  to 
the  People  of  the  United  Stales.     The  Senators  from  Il- 
linois did  not  consider  themselves  authorized,  by  the 
wishes  of  their  constituents,  tooficr  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  and  the  Chair  voted  against  it.     The  opinion  of  the 
Chair  still  remains  unaltered.    He  had  never  seen  any 
ground  for  any  other  decision.     He  could  not  see  the 
justice  of  giving  a  free  passage  through  that  canal  to  the 
people  of  Illinois,  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  levying  a  tax 
on  the  people  of  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  who  were  as 
much  interested  in  the  work  as  the  citizens  of  Illinois. 
The  Chair  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  hoped  to  be  ex- 
cused by  the  Senate  for  this  explanation.    He  had  always 
been  free  to  declare  his  sentiments  and  motives,  and  on 
HO  occasion  had  he  endeavored  to  conceal  them.     If,  said 
he,  I  knovB  myself,  I  have  never  been  guilty  of  such  con- 
duct, and  have  been  above  concealing  my  opinions  on  all 
public  measures. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  that  he  understood  the  Chair  to  al- 
lude to  the  remarks  of  certain  of  the  Senators  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  debate  on  this  subject.  I'or  his  own 
part,  he  should  be  willliig  that  the  Chair  should  designate 
the  individuals. 
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[SevermI  voices  here  joined  in  a  call  to  order.] 

Tbe  VICE  PRESIDENT  rose,  and  said,  that  he  did 
uitderatand  both  of  the  Senators  from  Indiana  to  allude 
to  an  abandonment  of  the  system  of  internal  improve* 
ment,  and  to  a  desertion  by  the  Chair  of  the  principles 
u'lilch  he  had  formerly  avowed. 

Mr.  NOBLE  rose  again,  and  several  voices  called  to 
order.  He  said  that  he  wished  to  explain.  Gentlemen 
might  call  to  order  as  much  as  they  please — 

He  was  here  going  on,  but  the  CHAIR  interposed,  ob- 
serving- tliat  there  was  no  question  before  the  Sennte. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  he  understood  that  there  had  been 
no  question  before  the  Senate  when  the  President  ad- 
dressed the  body,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Chair 
had  addressed  himself. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  called  Mr.  NOBLE  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  there  was  no  question  before  the  Se- 
uate.     The  Senator  from  Indiana  will  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  NOBLE  observed,  that,  if  he  must  sit  down,  he 
would  submit ;  and  then  took  his  seat. 

On  the  amendment  offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
by  Mr.  BENTON,  to.strike  out  the  provision  f*»r  the  Cum- 
berland Road,  Mr.  RUGGLES  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Some  further  conversation  took  pljice  on  this  questioDt 
between  Messrs.  EATON,  RUGGLES,  SMITH,  of  Mary- 
land,  CHANDLER,  FOOT,  HARRISON, TAZEWELL, 
and  WEBSTER  j  when,  the  vole  being  taken,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative— 17  to  30. 

FaiAiT,  Afril  11,  1 828. 
OFFICE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  uke  up  the  repoK  on  the 
resolution  formerly  passed  in  the  Senate,  in  rebtion  to 
abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General  of  the  Ai'roy;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  so 
as  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not"— in  effect  to  support  the 
resolution,  and  to  abolish  the  office.  He  also  moved  to 
recommit  the  resolution,  with  orders  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Major  General.  Mr.  C.  supported 
the  motion  by  a  few  remarks,  in  which  he  repeated  his 
conviction  that  the  office  was  unnecessary,  and  that  its 
abolition  would  be  a  saving  to  the  country. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  CHANDLER,  und  argued  at  some 
length  on  the  necessity  of  a  military  head. 

Ml*.  HARRISON  gave  a  history  of  the  office  in  tliis 
country,  and  supported  its  necessity  for  the  safety  and 
complete  organization  of  the  Army. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  and  EATON  expressed 
themselves  at  length  in  favor  of  Mr.  CHANDLER'S 
amendment. 

Mr.  B.\RNARD  expressed  himself  at  large  against  the 
amendment,  and  maintaining  that  the  office  of  Major  Ge- 
neral was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  our 
military  establishment. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  and  CHANDLER  re- 
plied briefly  to  Mr.  BARNARD. 

Mr.  NOBLE  supported  the  amendment,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  the  office  of  Major  General  was  a  sinecure 

Mr.  BARNARD  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Messrs. 
SMITH,  of  Maryland,  and  CHANDLER. 

Mr.  VAN  BUKEN  sai<l  that  this  c;uestion  had  been 
one  on  which  he  had  felt  considcrablo  doubt,  not  being 
H  military  man.  The  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Cuahd- 
Lcu]  deserved  great  credit  for  the  vigilance  with  v^hich 
he  detected,  and  the  spirit  with  which  he  opposed,  any 
expenditure  uhicli  was  not  required  by  the  wants  of  the  ; 
country.     And  if  he  [Mr.  V.  B.]  thought  the  office  un- i 
necessary,  he  would  join  him  with  pleasure.     He   had  j 
come  to  iUe  Senate  Niith  doubts  as  to  the  course  which 
he  should  take  ;  but  (he  view  which  the  gentleman  from  • 


Pennsylvania  had  taken,  had  convinced  him  that  the  of- 
fice cotikl  not  safely  be  abolished.  Although  his  im« 
preesion  had  been  that  he  should  vote  for  abolishing  the 
office,  his  opinion  had  been  so  completely  changed  by 
the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  that  he 
should  give  his  vote  against  the  motion  to  recommit. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  question 
was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  report* 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Military  Committee,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Major  General  of  the  Array,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being*  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  internal  improvement.  Was  then 
taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  ordering*  the  bill  to 
a  third  readings- 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  tbe  Senate: 
He  said*  as  the  amendments  were  now  disposed  of,  his 
intention  was  to  offer  his  objections  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  as  he  had  yet  to  learn  by  what  delegated  power  this 
Senate  could  sustain  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  He  was  aware  of  the  disadvantages  under  which 
he  sliould  have  to  approach  this  important  question.  He 
had  been  warned,  and  perhaps  correctly,  that  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  would  avail  nothing,  because,  it  was  said^ 
a  majority  of  the  Senate  were  in  favor  of  it.  I'his,  to  be 
sure,  was  not  very  flattering  to  his  purpose.  But  he  deem* 
ed  it  incorrect  to  yield  up  principles,  implicitly  and  silent- 
ly, to  m^ijorities.  It  would,  however,  by  no  means,  be 
unfair  or  disrespectful  to  inquire  upon  what  ground  this 
majority  arrived  at  their  conclusion.  Nor  was  this  the 
first  time  he  had  ventured  to  oppose  his  humble  opinion 
to  that  of  a  supposed  majority.  And  as  his  cause  was 
that  of  ti»c  Constitution  and  of  his  country,  he  would  not 
shrink  from  his  duty,  although  it  should  prove  unuvailin|p. 
in  dtiing  so,  he  had  the  consolation  to  know  he  had  no 
confessions  to  make,  nor  retractions  to  offer.  He  had 
long  since  formed  his  opinions  upon  this  subject ;  since 
when  he  had  g^ven  his  adhesion  to  the  polical  creed  of 
no  man  who  maintained  this  ruinous  doctrine,  but  had  in- 
variably pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  own  wav.  Not  be- 
cause he  conceived  his  own  opinions  to  be  inntllible,  nor 
from  a  want  of  due  respect  to  tiie  opinions  of  others,  but 
because  their  arguments  were  unfounded. 

He  intended  to  confine  his  remarks  to  a  few  prominent 
points.  l*o  the  extravagant  length  to  which  this  system 
already  had,  an<l  must  continue  to  lead  us ;  to  the  great 
inequality  and  injustice  of  its  practical  o|)erations  in  the 
diflcrcnt  sections  of  the  Union  ;  and  to  the  flagrant  out- 
rage it  offered  to  the  Constitution,  by  violating  its  funda- 
mental principles. 

For  tiie  first  thirty  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, economy,  .ind  a  sacred  observance  of  that  instru- 
ment, were  regarded  as  cardinal  virtues  in  a  statesman. 
One  administration  had  been  pulled  down,  and  another 
erected  upon  its  ruins,  because  it  was  supposed  economy 
iiud  been  overlooked,  and  the  Constitution  violated  by 
the  former.  Those  lime»  have  passed  away.  Economy 
is  now  par/nnony,  and  a  regard  for  the  Constitution  is  a 
want  of  patriotism. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  extravagance  to  whicli  we  were 
running,  tlic  document  No.  172,  would  exhibit  a  speci- 
men of  no  ordinary  character.  It  contained  an  official 
report  of  sixty ^nine  distinct  surveys  of  roads,  of  canals,  of 
rivers,  of  creeks,  and  of  Iiarbors. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  quoted  from  ilie  document  the  list  of  the 
surviyn,  69  in  number,  to  which  he  had  referre<1.1 

lie  could  not  ask  the  Senate  to  liear  his  remarks  on  all 
thehc  surveys,  howevtrr  iqiportant  tliey  might  be,  bvtt 
would  invite  their  attention  to  some  of  die  most  promi- 
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nent  objects  ;  among  which  was  the  "  Survey  of  a  route 
for  coTmeeting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico." 

This  canal  would  probably  be  one  of  the  most  unpro- 
fitable and  expensive  works  contemplated  in  that  report, 
ir  executed  in  a  style  to  render  it  efficient  for  ship  navi- 
gation, for  which  it  w«s  intended,  it  would  cost  the  Unit- 
ed States  $50,000,000,  and  when  completed  would  not 
last  a  fortnight.  The  same  current  and  counter  current 
that  formed  Cape  Florida,  originally,  would  overwhelm  it 
the  first  gale  that  blew.  Besides,  the  most  expeiienced 
mariners  tliat  frequent  that  coast,  have  pronounced  it  ut- 
terly impracticable  to  approach  it,  surrounded'  as  it  is 
with  sand  banks  that  shift  with  every  tide. 

The  road  from  the  western  boundary  of  Missouri  to  the 
confines  of  Mexico — a  distance  of  five  hundred  miles, 
and  must  be  constructed  at  an  expense  to  this  Govern* 
ment  of  not  less  than  $  5,000,000— may  be  useful  to  a  few 
wandering  traders,  but  it  is  impossible  to  stippose  it  to  be 
a  governmental  object,  as  reganls  the  policy  and  safety 
of  the  United  States.  Border  wars  are  always  more  de- 
structive, and  more  bloody,  and  excite  more  hostility  and 
vengeance,  from  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  proximity 
of  the  parties,  than  any  other  wars  among  nations:  All 
other  bordering  nations  guard  against  such  consequences. 
But  it  seems  to  be  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  pave 
the  way  to  our  neighboring  nations  if  they  should  choose 
to  make  inroads  upon  our  frontiers. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  sixtynine  plans  and  sur- 
veys, Mr.  S.  said  he  had  collected  from  the  documents 
recently  laid  on  the  tables  of  the  members,  thirty-eight 
other  reports,  and  bills  making  appropriations  for  road% 
for  private  turnpike  companies,  for  canals,  for  harbors, 
for  break-waters,  for  pier^,  for  sea-walls,  for  artificial  har- 
bors, for  removing  obstructions  from  rivers,  for  removing 
obstruclionb  from  creeks,  for  chariuble  institutions,  for 
colleges,  for  schools,  and  for  the  public  bounty  to  as 
many  private  citizens  of  the  West  as  choose  to  ask  for  it. 
All  of  which  are  disclosed  in  the  following  table :  [Here 
Mr.  S.  quoted  from  tlie  reports.] 

What,  he  would  ask,  has  Congress  to  do  with  the 
Milesburg  and  Smith  Port  turnpike  road  f  Or  with  the 
Washington  and  Frederick  Turnpike  Company  ^  Or  with 
tlie  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail-road  }  Do  not  the  reports 
and  surveys  before  us  display  an  ample  field  for'govern- 
mental  patronage,  without  taking  charge  of  the  concerns 
of  every  corporation  ?  These  are  the  property  of  private 
adventurers,  who  call  upon  you  for  appropriations  from 
the  public  treasury  to  assist  in  advancing  their  private 
fortunes,  f  10,000  of  the  la<tt  year's  appropriation  was 
expended  in  surveying  the  ronte  for  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Itail-road,^  and  more  is  asked  for  in  the  bill  before 
tiie  Senate,  for  the  same  purpose.  And  its  first  fruits 
were  an  inordinate  speculation  in  selling  out  the  shares  ; 
some  of  which  were  sold  as  high  as  seventeen  hundred 
per  cent,  upon  the  amount  paid  in.  You  are  to  sur\'ey 
this  road,  and  become  identified  with  the  company,  and 
should  that  fail,  or  find  it  a  losing  business,  the  road  can 
be  turned  over  to  the  Government  to  finish.  There  was 
another  road  in  which  the  United  States  had  as  little  in- 
terest as  they  had  in  the  Baltimore  Kail-road.  It  was  a 
magnificent  road  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  Buffalo, 
on  Lake  Erie.  A  road  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  to 
be  eighty  feet  wide,  treed  grubbed  out,  and  paved  with 
metal,  the  style  of  all  your  roads,  and  to  cobt  the  Govern 
ment  $6,000,000,  at  the  least  calculation.  And  when 
done  can  only  accommodate  a  few  members  of  Congress 
and  other  persons  visiting  Washington.  I'here  is  a  road 
from  Zanesvillc,  in  Ohio,  to  Floreuce,  in  Alabama,  ano- 
tlier  magnificent  work,  four  hundred  miles  long,  and  to 
be  finished  in  national  taste,  and  which  will  cost  you  ano- 
ihcr$  5,000,000. 

Break-waters,  sea- walls,  and  artificial  harbors,  are  be- 
coming fasliionable.     For  tlic  Delaware  break- water  you 


have  just  appropriated  ^2,326,627.  The  commerce  of 
PhilaaelphUi  broken  down  by  the  manufacturing  mania, 
must  be  revived,  and  this  is  an  effort,  at  the  expense  of 
the  public  treasury,  to  do  so  }  and  which,  accottling  to 
everv  experience  upon  public  works,  will  cost  you 
$  5,000,000  before  it  is  finished.  It  is  said  this  will  be  a 
place  of  protection  to  distressed  mariner^  and  especially 
to  those  from  the  South.  If  the  object  is  protection  to 
southern  mariners,  why  place  it  at  the  mouth  of  the  De* 
Uware  Bay?  There  was  no  pUn  or  estimate  f^  any  thing 
of  this  character,  for  the  protection  of  distressed  mariners 
from  the  capes  of  Delaware,  in  the  North,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Sabine,  in  the  South,  a  dangerous  coast  of  more 
than  two  thousand  miles  long.  There  the  distressed  ma- 
riners are  left  to  buffet  the  waves. 

You  are  also  asked,  by  a  few  fishermen  who  liad  settled 
on  Nantucket  Island,  to  construct  an  artificial  harbor  for 
their  special  accommodation,  although  they  have  Boston 
almost  in  sight,  on  one  side,  and  Martha's  Vineyard  on 
the  other  :  two  excellent  harbors.  Among  the  reasons 
assigned  for  this  very  expensive  work,  is  a  cogent  one  by 
the  distinguished  engineer  who  made  the  survey.  He 
says,  for  want  of  such  an  harbor,  they  frequently  lose  fa- 
vorable periods  for  making  the  voya£fe  round  Cape  Horn. 
Nantucket  lies  in  about  A^  North,  and  Cape  Horn  in  50^ 
South,  seven  thousand  miles  distant,  across  the  Tropics  ; 
where  they  meet  every  wind  that  blows,  and  are  driven 
to  every  point  of  the  compass.  Where  vessels  are  one 
while  becalmed,  and  the  next  hour  in  a  hurricane.  An 
Artificial  harbor,  however,  at  Nantucket  is  to  overcome 
all  tliese  obstacles.  Can  any  thing  be  more  preposter- 
ous }  Yet  this  is  tlie  opinion  of  an  engineer  of  boasted 
science.  Mr.  S.  observed,  were  he  of  the  break-water 
school,  he  should  deem  it  equally  justifiable  to  construct 
artificial  islands  on  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland, 
for  our  fishermen  to  dry  their  fish  on,  as,  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  between  the  United  SUtes  and  Great  Britain,  they 
must  abandon  the  native  islands  they  use  for  that  pur- 
pose, on  the  happening  of  a  certain  event  One  would 
be  quite  as  just  as  the  other,  and  equally  constitutional. 

So  yielding  has  Congress  been  to  these  applications, 
that  the  State  of  Illinois  asks  for  thirty  thousand  acres  of 
land,  not  only  to  clear  out  her  small  creeks,  but  to  de- 
fr.iy  the  ordinary  expense  of  building  a  penitentiary,  the 
common  jail  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

The  Legislature  of  Indiana,  not  content  with  near  one 
million  of  acres  of  public  land,  given  to  that  State  during 
the  last  session,  for  her  own  roads  and  canals,  now  aska 
for  lands  enough  to  make  a  permanent  road,  bridges, 
causeways,  &c.  through  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri.  A  road  through  four  different 
States,  to  cost  this  Government  $  8,000,000,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Indiana,  that  asks,  at  the  same  time,  through  ano- 
ther legislative  memorial,  for  the  speedy  extension  of  the 
great  Cumberland  Road,  through  that  State  also,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging' emigration,  that  the  population 
of  the  State  may  be  increased  !  We  should  think  this 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  unlimited  and  gross  extrava- 
gance to  which  this  system  is  approximating  with  rapid- 
ity. What  motive  can  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  for  increasing  the  population  of  Indiana,  more 
than  that  of  any  other  State  ?  Yuu  are  called  upon  Co 
beat  up  for  volunteers,  at  a  most  exorbitant  bounty',  to  go 
to  Indiana  to  increase  her  population,  and  thereby  in- 
crease her  census,  to  give  her  more  weight  in  this  Go- 
vernment, or  it  will  be  deemed  illiberal  and  unjust ! 

The  General  Government,  in  disposing  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Western  Slates,  gave  as  an  appendage  to 
each  township,  the  central  section  for  the  use  of  schools, 
to  which  the  children  of  indigent  parents  could  have  an 
easy  access,  wilhuut  the  expense  of  boarding  abroad.  A 
plan  borrowed  from  the  New  England  States,  where  it 
has  long  manife&lcd  its  beneficial  effects  upon  the  poorer 
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classes  of  tbe  CGmmnnity.  Two  yexn  ago  the  State  of 
Ohio,  with  great  difRculty,  obtained  a  law  of  Congreis  to 
enable  that  SUte  to  sell  these  central  sections,  and  place 
the  proceeds  in  tbcir  banks  ?  by  which  the  generous 
bounty  of  this  Government  has  been  prostituted  to  the 
vile  purposes  of  fraud  and  speculation,  in  propping  up 
their  tottering  and  insolvent  banks.  And,  in  addiUon  to 
two  millions  of  acres  which  she  now  asks  for  roads,  for 
canals,  for  harbors,  for  rivers,  for  creeks,  for  bridges,  for 
colleges,  and  for  squatters,  that  State  unblushingly  asks 
for  Isrge  quantities  of  other  lands  for  the  use  of  common 
schools. 

Mr.  S.  said,  a  beautiful  drawing  of  a  road  from  the  city 
of  New  York  to  the  city  of  Albany,  a  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  miles,  had  made  its  appearance.     It  was 
difficult  to  devise  what  was  the  object  of  this  rf>ad,  be- 
cause one  of  the  finest  rivers  in  the  world  leads  directly 
fl*om  one  city  to  the  other  <  and  more  than  ten  steam- 
boats ply  between  the  two  everj*  day,  carrying  from  five 
hundred  to  one  thousand  passengers  each.     Besides,  the 
whole  river,  from  one  city  to  the  other,  is  constantly 
whitened  with  sail-boats.     And  if  there  be  any  one  route, 
of  the  same  distance,  in  the  world,  that  excels  all  others 
for  an  easy,  secure,  certain,  cheap,  and  speedy  passage, 
it  is  to  be  found  on  that  majestic  river  between  New  York 
and  Albany.     To  execute  this  road  in  a  suitable  taste  for 
that  region,  if  compared  with  the  cost  of  other  roads  con- 
structed by  the  United  States,  will  amount  to  $3,000,000. 
At  a  specimen  of  government  economy,  the  Engineer 
had  made  eight  separate  surveys  to  ascertain  the  proper 
route  for  a  road  whereon  to  transport  tiie  mail  from 
Baltimore  to  Philadelphia ;  the  constructing  of  which, 
as  regarded  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  would  pro- 
duce to  the  United  States  a  considerable  loss.     This  was 
demonstrable  from  existing  facts,  Und  a  comparison  with 
oUier  roads.     From  Philadelphia  to  New  York  was  96 
miles,  on  a  good  turnpike  road.     The  mail  is  transported 
daily  between  the  two  for  13,400  dollars.    From  Balti- 
more to  Philadelphia  is  also  96  miles,  on  a  road  construct- 
ed and  kept  up  by  the  People,  who  understand  their 
tiue  interest  better  than  Congress,  with  all  its  train  of 
Engineers,  and  the  mail  is  also  transported  daily  between 
these  two  cities,  and  an  additional  mail  transported  daily 
from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  during  the  session   of 
Congress,  all  for  13,735  dollars.     So  th.^t  the  mail  is 
transported  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  on  a  country 
road,  for  a  less  sum  than  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York, 
on  a  turnpike  road.    If  we  take  into  consderation  the 
character  of  this  road,  its  bridges,  and  especially  the  one 
over  the  Susquehanna,  more  tiian  a  mile  wide,  its  width, 
its  ornaments,  and  its  fripperies,  we  cannot  estimate  the 
cost  at  less  than  $  l,SO0,0(H),  the  interest  of  which,  at 
six  per  cent  will  amount  to  90,000  dollars  per  annum. 
Then,  taking  these  plain  facts  together,  they  will  give 
you  this  result :  By  adding  13,735  dollars,  the  sum   now 
paid  by  the  Government  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  to  90,000  dollars,  the  interest  on  the  money  expend- 
ed, it  will  give  you  $  103,735,  the  real  sum  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  will  cost  you  for  ever  after. 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  that,  when  the  bill  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  Road  was 
before  the  Senate,  he  stated  the  average  cost  of  that 
road  had  exceeded  13,000  dollars.  It  was  contradicted 
by  one  gentleman,  who  attempted  to  prove  from  docu- 
ments that  it  did  not  exceed  $  6,000  per  mile.  In  de- 
fence of  what  he  had  then  stated,  as  well  as  to  lav  before 
the  Senate  an  official  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  road- 
making  system,  in  which  the  United  States  had  so  large- 
ly embarked,  he  had  collecte<l  certain  documents  of 
1827. 

In  a  Report  from  the  Treasury  Department,  6th  Jan- 
uary, 1827,  relative  to  the  cost  of  that  road,  it  appeared 
it  had  cost,  up  to  that  period,  from  CumberUnd  to  Wheel- 


ing, a  disUnce  of  only  130  miles,  $  1,710,298  93,  which 
gives  an  average  of  13,156  dollars  per  mile,  on  the  whole 
distance.  The  sum  paid  to  Commissioners  and  a  Super- 
intendent for  that  130  miles,  is  78,430  dollars  47  cents, 
which  will  average  604  dolbirs  31  cents  per  mile,  for 
superintendence  only — a  sum  sufficient  itself  to  make  a 
good  road. 

Casper  W.  Wever,  the  Superinteiulent,  in  an  official 
report  of  the  25th  of  May,  1827,  to  the  Chief  Engineer, 
gives  his  estimate  of  328,983  dollars  68  cents,  then  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  the  repairs  of  that  130  miles, 
which  will  average  2,522  dollars  95  cents  per  mile,  for 
repairs  only ! 

Mr.  Wever,  in  another  official  report,  16th  Novem- 
ber, 1827,  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  says :  It  was  of  great 
moment  that  a  system  or  plan  for  the  regular  repairs  of 
that  great  monument  of  the  wisdom  and  munificence  of 
the  General  Government  should  be  established  by  Con- 
gi*ess.  And  then  goes  on  to  say,  the  road  had  become  too 
bad  to  be  mehded,  and  must,  in  a  great  degree,  be  made 
anew.  And  then  further  adds,  without  constant  repairs 
it  could  never  be  travelled  ! 

So  incredible  are  the  facts  relative  to  the  cost  of  this 
road  that  it  had  become  necessary  to  prove  to  the  Se- 
nate, by  their  own  official  documents,  the  truth  of  tlieir 
own  acts.  And,  indeed,  so  extravagant  are  the  facts, 
that,  without  such  proof,  it  would  appear  like  an  idle 
dream,  that  a  road  cost  the  Government  13,156  dollars 
per  mile,  to  construct  it,  and  2,522  dollars  per  mile  to 
repair  it,  in  one  year,  and  before  that  year  bad  expired, 
had  become  impassable  until  it  should  be  made  anew. 
And  to  insure  its  future  usefulness,  the  Government  must 
set  apart  a  separate  fund,  to  be  drawn  upon  forever,  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  a  superintendent  whose  interest 
it  was  to  be  perpetually  maknig  and  mending.  Yet,  true 
as  this  is,  and  with  all  its  enormities,  it  is  only  a  foretaste 
of  what  is  to  come,  if  we  are  to  pursue  this  system ; 
and  more  especially  when  the  Government  shall  have 
fully  embarked  in  constructing  canals,  of  whicli  there  were 
as  many  as  thirty  in  the  plans  and  surveys  now  exhibited 
to  the  Senate,  some  of  them  500  milesin  length.  Among 
them  are  ihe  James  River  and  Kenhnwa  Canal,  and  the 
Ciiebapeakc  and  Ohio  Canal,  concerning  which,  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  would  offer  a  few  facts  from  the  reports  of  the 
Engineers. 

These  two  canals,  very  simil.«»r  in  character,  taken  to- 
gether, give  a  distance  of  about  500  miles  in  length,  and 
are  entirely  in  the  mountains,  where  nothing  was  to  be 
seen,  from  the  beginning  lo  the  end,  but  craggy  rocks, 
deep  stmken  valleys,  cataracts,  and  awful  precipices, 
which  were  to  be  encountered  at  every  step.  These  ca- 
nals were  to  be  made  up  of  aqueducts,  of  dams,  of  cul- 
verts, of  embankments,  of  bridges,  of  locks,  and  of  tun- 
nels.  A  sample  of  which  is  given  by  the  En|;ineer,  in 
the  eastern  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cana^, 
a  distance  of  only  186  miles,  on  the  most  favorable  and 
least  mountainous  ground.  There  are  218  culverts,  9 
aqueducts,  160  bridges,  and  635  locks;  and  yet  the 
Engineer  estimates  the  cost  of  this  section  to  average  on- 
ly 23,985  dollars  per  mile,  whereas,  on  the  middle  sec- 
tion, of  70  miles  m  length,  he  estimates  the  average  cost 
at  143,258  dollars  per  mile.  On  this  section,  he  esti- 
mates the  cost  of  a  sinerle  tunnel,  only  5  miles  in  lengthy 
at  3,500,000  dollara,  which  will  average  700,000  dollars 
per  mile.  From  these  estimates  it  would  be  a  fair  con- 
clusion, that  less  than  50,000,000  dollars  will  not  be 
adequate  to  complete  this  500  miles  of  canal,  as  the 
James  River  and  Kenhawa  Canal  would,  according  to  the 
sui-vey  of  the  Engineer,  require  tunnels  10  miles  in 
length,  and  dan»  70  feet  high. 

In  times  of  old,  they  levelled  the  hills  and  filled  up  the 
valleys ;  but  we,  who  are  a  wiser  People,  root  up  the 
mountains,  and  march  through  their  centre.     Nature  bad 
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been  bountiiu],  almost  to  excess,  in  the  abundance  of  her 
rivers  and  water  communications  between  the  Western 
and  Eastern  sections  of  this  Union,  on  which  an  easy  and 
expeditious  intercourse  can  always  be  had.  But,  here*' 
after,  instead  of  passing  along  these  native  channel}),  at 
the  rate  of  15  or  20  miles  an  hour,  we  are  to  be  lifted 
and  lowered  through  more  than  2000  locks,  to  be  drag 
ged  over  50  aqueducts,  and  creep,  at  a  snail's  pace. 


ly  calculated  to  lead,  and  to  which  it  must  always  lead, 
and  would  lead,  he  was  not  prepared  to  attach  the  blame 
to  the  President  or  the  other  functionaries  to  whom  it 
had  been  confided.  He  was  nut  the  advocate  of  the 
President  or  any  other  man  ;  but  he  would  censure  no 
man  but  for  go«d  cause-  You  liave  conferred  on  th^ 
President  of  the  United  States  the  dignified  office  of  an 
overseer  of  the  roads,  and  given  him  two  or  thre^  Brig- 


through  protracted  tunnels,  as  dark  and  dismal  as  the  { ades  of  Engineers  to  survey  the  routes  and  report  upon 
mansions  of  the  dead,  under  the  base  of  tremendous  ;  tiiem.  When  they  set  out  upon  a  reconnoissance,  can 
mountains.     Surely  nothing  could  surpass  the  follv  of  |  he  f(>lIow  in  their  train,  to  see  that  each  man  does  his 


such  a  project,  but  the  ambition  and  intrigue  of  those 
who  planned  and  cherished  it.  It  reminds  us  of  a  mo- 
dern philosopher  of  the  W-est,  who,  not  long  since,  ask- 
ed you  for  an  outfit  to  enable  him  to  visit  the  Norti)  Pole, 
and  thence  to  the  centre  of  the  eartli,  in  search  of  a 
concave  sphere,  which  he  conceived  existed  there. 
Were  he  now  to  ask,  it  would  not  be  matter  of  surprise 
Sf  his  outfit  shoald  be  granted  {  provided  he  would  shift 
his  course,  and  instead  of  the  tedious  routcf  by  tlie  North 
Pole,  would  commence  his  voyage  at  one  of  these  tun- 
nels, and  make  his  recoHnois^ance  directly  through. 

Mr.  President,  there  certainly  exists  a  stiunge  incom- 
patibility in  the  policy  we  are  pursuing,  with  regard  to 
economy.  On  some  occasions  it  is  cherished  witti  a  zeal 
that  would  promise  to  correct  every  abuse  that  may  have 
crept  into  every  branch  of  the  Government,  and  ensure 
in  future  a  circumspect  and  prudent  administration  of 
your  public  funds.  But,  on  other  occasions,  the  public 
interest  seems  to  be  lost  sight  of.  And  this  diversity  of 
policy  was  never  more  obvious  than  at  this  moment. 
Congress  are,  on  one  hand,  running  the  full  career  of  re- 
trenchment; exploring  the  recesses  of  every  depai*t- 
mcnt ;  examining  every  functionary  j  and  probing  every 
administration  to  the  very  quick,  that  they  may  save  the 
People's  money,  and  put  down  a  system  of  comiption  ; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  practicing  an  extra- 
vagance and  profusion  without  limits.  And  the  public 
money  is  reganled  more  as  common  spoil  than  as  the  pro- 
perty of  the  General  Government ;  and  he  who  can  first 
lay  hands  upon  it,  bears  it  off.  And  if  this  course  is 
permitted  to  continue,  it  must  bankrupt  this  Government, 
and  introduce  a  species  of  coiTUption  that  would  taint  it 
to  its  vitals.  A  system,  to  use  the  language  of  a  distin- 
guished statesman,  to  whose  eminence  he  could  never 
aspire,  of  bm'ing  the  People  with  their  own  money. 

Yes,  sir,  of^  buying  the  People  with  their  own  money  ! 
Eight  separate  and  distinct  rotites  have  been  surveyed 
between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  by  the  Engineers 
appointed  to  that  service  ;  some  of  them  made,  without 
regard  to  tlie  public  interest,  under  the  influence  of  dis- 
tinguished men,  to  suit  their  own  convenience,  if  we  are 
to  give  credit  to  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Philadelphia. .  And  that  whole  com- 
munity are  now  enlisted  in  the  cause,  who  had  taken  no 
interest  in  the  question,  until  these  surveys  were  made, 
but  were  moving  on  in  the  spirit  of  laudable  enterprise, 
to  construct  a  turnpike  road  for  themselves. 

The  Brigade  of  Engineers  who  were  ordered  to  sur- 
vey the  route  for  a  g^eat  n.itional  road  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  New  Orleans,  discharged  that  duty  with 
very  little  deviation,  by  travelling  along  the  public  high- 
ways, in  carriages  and  steamboats,  like  other  gentlemen  ; 
stopping  at  towns  and  villages  to  enlist  the  feelings  of 
the  inhabitants  on  the  side  of  Internal  Improvement,  by 
inducing  every  man  to  believe  the  national  mud  would 
pass  his  door.  This  quieted  opposition,  and  even  inqui- 
ry, as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  over  the 
subject.  Plain,  honest,  men,  who,  perhaps,  had  never 
looked  at  the  Constitution,  were  willing  to  sacrifice  their 
scruples  to  their  interest. 

But,  Mr.  S.  observed,  notwitliatanding  these  abuses, 
and  many  other  abuses  to  which  thisf^steiA  was  eminent- 


duty  ?  You  have,  by  the  act  of  1824,  submitted  entirely 
to  his  discretion  to  decide  what  roads  were  of  national 
importance.  And  by  what  meanais  he  to  determine  this 
abstruse  question  ^  Is  the  President  to  travel  ovei*  the 
whole  Uiiite<l  States,  in  quest  of  roads,  and  inspect  the 
grounds  on  which  they  are  to  pass,  beftire  he  decides  up. 
on  their  nationality  )  \i  this  practicable  ?  If  it  is  not, 
by  what  means  is  he  to  arrive  at  his  purpose,  but  by 
means  of  information  from  others  ^  When  he  has  done 
so,  it  is  ascribed  to  him  as  partiality.  And  the  members 
of  Congress  are  quarreUing  with  the  Pre«dent,  and 
among  themselves,  because  some  have  got  the  start  of 
others  in  this  race  for  roads.  The  members  complain 
they  have  not  obtained  their  full  share.  Some  sny 
they  are  not  in  favor,  and  therefore  have  not  succeed- 
ed in  their  efforts  to  obtain  surveys  of  their  favorite 
roads. 

It  was,  Mr.  S.  said,  among  his  objections  to  the  system, 
the  great  inequality  and  injustice  of  its  practical  opera- 
tions  in  the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  .\nd  this 
fact  was  fully  demonstrated.  At  the  present  session  there 
were  applications  from  the  Western  States^  all  of  wbidi 
had  received  already  large  donations  in  public  lands,  for 
at  least  10,000,000  of  acres,  for  Internal  improvements, 
and  other  purpo.ses  of  their  own.  And  there  were  ap- 
plications niiw  before  Congress,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
for  appropriations  for  Internal  Improvements  in  the  differ- 
ent States,  except  the  States  of  South  Carolina  anil 
Georgia,  for  more  than  $300,000,000.  And  with  all  this 
preparation  and  appropriation,  in  the  other  States,  \o 
fill  them  with  roads  and  canals,  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  Treasury,  not  a  chain  had  been  stretched,  nor  a 
Jacob  staff'  planted,  within  the  States  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  by  authority  of  tlie  General  Government, 
for  that  purpose ;  and  becatise  tlieir  Legislatures  have 
not  deemed  it  constitutional,  nor  proper  that  their  mem- 
bers in  Congress  sliould  join  in  the  general  struggle  for 
the  mere  favors  of  the  General  Government,  and  hig- 
gle and  huckster  for  a  road  or  a  canal,  as  they  would  in 
a  market  or  fair  for  a  bale  of  goods  or  an  ox. 

Among  the  arguments  wliy  we  should  appropriate 
$ 2,326, 1>00,  to  begin  a  Bi^ak water  at  the  moutli  of  the 
Delaware  Bay,  we  are  told  of  the  customs  collected  in 
the  p^rt  of  Philadelphia,  on  foreign  goods  imported, 
which  gave  that  city  high  claims  to  the  protection  of  the 
Government.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  revenue  you  collect  on 
foreign  merchandise  that  constitutes  the  real  wealth  of 
a  nation.  It  is  the  amount  of  your  exports  you  arc  en- 
abled to  send  abroad  that  constitutes  your  national  wealth. 
If  you  have  notliing  to  send  abroad,  you  can  expect  no- 
thing' to  bring  home.  And  turn  it  as  you  will,  allyoiir 
revenue  is  ultimately  paid  from  the  agricultural  pursuits 
of  the  laboring  community,  who  are  entitled  to  their  full 
share  of  the  dividends  of  the  Treasury.  In  order  to  as- 
certain the  relative  proportions  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
duct of  each  State  and  Territory,  and  thereby  test  the 
proportion  of  protection  each  one  was  entitled  to  on  that 
principle,  be  had  extracted  from  the  statistics  of  Wattei^- 
ston  and  Van  Zandt  the  following  table  ?  and  l>ad  select- 
ed the  year  1818,  as  a  medium  year,  and  one  as  little 
encumbered  with  foreign  or  domestic  embarrassment  as 
any  otlier.    In  that  year,  the  exports  were,  from— 
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Maine 

$OOOfiOO 

New  Uampfthire 

114.233 

Vermont     - 

240,069 

Maaaaehusetts 

5,698,646 

Rhode  lalaiMl 

534,268 

Connecticut 

574,500 

New  York  - 

12,982,564 

New  Jersey 

25,957 

Pennsylvania 

5,045,901 

Delaware    • 

30,181 

Maryland    - 

4.945,322 

District  of  Columbia 

1,264,734 

Virginia      . 

6,941,414 

North  Carolina 

948,253 

South  Carolina 

4,184,298 

Georgia 

10,977,051 

Louisiana    - 

12,176,910 

Mississippi 

84,764 

Michij^n  Territory 

85,352 

Ohio 

. 

00,000 

Alabama     . 

. 

00,000 

Indiana  Territory 

• 

00,000 

The  ten  Atlantic  States,  North,  including  Delaware, 
exported  during  that  year  to  the  amount  in  ralue 
of i  25,246,339 

The  Statea  of  South  Carolina  and  Geoigia 

alone  ....  22,161,349 

Leaving  a  balance*  in  favor  of  the  ten  ■ 

States,  of       ...  -         93,084,990 


But  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  produce  from 
those  two  States,  that  had  gone  coastwise  to  the  North- 
ern ports  6f  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  New 
Yorki  and  there  manufiictured  or  exported— all  of  which, 
when  exported,  is  canted  to  the  account  of  their  own 
exports,  and  the  exports  of  New  York  is  vastly  augment- 
ed  by  this  means — we  shall  find,  by  taking  this  from  the 
ten  States,  and  adding  it  to  the  two  States  to  which  it 
rightfuUy  belongs,  it  will  <ar  overbalance  the  $3,084^990, 
and  will  prove  that  these  two  Slates  export  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  those  articles  that  enter  essentially  into  national 
wealth,  tlian  those  ten  Northern  SUtes  export. 

iu  the  same  year,  the  exporto  from  aU  the  States  and 
Territories,  including  these  ten  Atlantic  States,  in  the 
Union,  except  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
exported  in  their  whole  amount  only        -    $  47,692,088 

if  we  deduct  the  exports  from  South  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia  -  -  •       22,161,349 

It  will  leave  a  balance  in  favor  9i  the 
whole  of  the  States  and  Terricoriea  against 
the  two  Statea,  of  -  -  .       23,846,044 

And  if  we  again  Uke  into  calculation  that  portion  of 
our  produce  which  goes  coastwise,  and  is  either  manu* 
&ctttred  or  exported  from  tlie  Nonhem  SUtes,  it  will  be 
seen,  evidently,  that  the  small  Statea  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia*  both  of  which  have  but  sixteen  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  ex- 
ported more  than  half  as  much  as  all  the  other  States  and 
Tcrritoriea  in  the  Union,  including  the  vast  and  ferdle 
valley  of  the  Mississtppi.  If  the  Constitution  authorizes 
this  ^stem  of  road  and  canal  making,  why  are  not  pro- 
viaions  and  benefits  extended  to  those  two  States  that 
have  contributed  so  largely  to  the  growing  prosperity  of 
the  Union,  aa  well  as  to  all  the  other  States  and  Terri- 
tories ?  The  Constituujn  has  wisely  provided  that  all  the 
privileges,  immunities,  and  benefits  therein  provided  for, 
ahall  be  extended  to  each  State  upon  some  uniform  and 
fixed  principle,  and  not  left  to  chance  ;  nor  yet  to  the 
opiniona  of  an  interested  majority,  who  should  carve  out 
for  themselves  what  suits  iheir  own  purposes,  without 
regard  to  the  interest  of  the  minority. 

The  advocates  of  this  ^stem,  from  the  earliest  efforU 
to  bring  it  into  operation,  have  not  been  able  to  agree 
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upon  any  one  given  power  in  the  Constitution  that  wifl 
justify  it.  Some  derive  it  from  the  power  given  to  Con- 
gress -to  declare  war  ;  some  from  the  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads  ;  some  from  the  power  to  re- 
gulate commerce  ;  some  from  the  power  to  provide  for 
tiie  common  defence  and  general  welfare  <  and  otben 
from  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts* 
and  excises.  And  the^  have  travelled  on  with  these  ua* 
certain  guides,  and  with  this  diversity  of  opinion,  each 
coming  to  the  same  conclusion  from  different  premises* 
and  making  a  joint  stock  business  of  it,  and  playinjf  poli- 
tical sequents— do  you  take  your  road,  and  then  give  me 
mine — until  it  is  justified  upon  any  ground  that  happena 
to  correspond  with  a  gentleman's  views  of  what  he  would 
call  good  policy. 

We  are  told  by  some  gentlemen  they  are  pleased  with 
this  8>stem,  and  wish  it  to  be  carried  on  upon  an  enlarged 
plan,  because  it  developea  the  resources  of  your  country, 
and,  facilitates  vour  commercial  intercourse,  and  preparea 
you  for  war  during  peace.  Others  say,  without  it  you 
cannot  dispose  of  your  surplus  revenue.  And  they  tell 
us  so,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  a  public  debt  of  ae* 
venty  millions  of  dollars  hanging  over  our  heads;  a  great 
proportion  of  which  is  the  debt  created  for  the  support 
of  your  Revolutionaiy  war,  more  than  fifty  years  ago. 
But  some  of  your  most  sage  and  experienced  statesmen 
of.  the  present  day,  have  recently  discovered  that  a  na- 
tional debt  is  a  national  blessing.  They  tell  you,  were 
vou  to  pay  off  your  national  debt,  you  would  throw  too 
large  a  quantity  of  money  into  circulation  i  and  this  is 
given  as  a  reason  for  going  on  with  the  system  of  roada 
and  canals.  But  how  fallacious  is  the  argument  ?  If  you 
are  to  expend  your  revenue  in  conatructing  roada  and 
canals*  and  lavish  it  away  upon  undertakers  and  idle  en- 
gineers, will  it  not  throw  your  money  as  much  into  circu- 
lation as  it  would  were  you  to  pay  it  to  yourpublic  credi- 
tors ^  And  can  it  be  material,  as  to  its  effect,  throi^gh 
what  channel  it  goes  into  circulation  ?  This  argument  ia 
about  as  well-founded  as  any  oUier  that  has  been  offered 
in  support  of  this  system.  Your  national  debt  will  be  a 
national  blessing  to  contractors  and  undertakera  of  your 
reads  and  canals,  who  will  share  largely  in  ^^  *poU  f  ^nd 
it  will  be  a  blearing  to  your  money  lenders,  to  specula- 
tors, to  brokers,  and  to  stock-jobbers,  whoee  trade  it  ia 
to  watcli  over  the  misfortunes  of  the  rest  of  the  comma* 
nity,  and  take  advantage  of  their  adversities  (  but  wiU 
prove  a  national  curse  to  the  morals  of  the  people  of  thia 
Government,  and  bankrupt  the  Government  itself*  aa  it 
has  done  in  all  other  Governments  that  have  pursued  it ; 
and  you  will  enjoy  this  blessing  to  your  utmost  wishes^ 
before  vou  are  done  with  your  roads  and  canals  ! 

Gentlemen  tells  us  they  consider  not  only  the  poli^* 
but  the  constitutional  principle  fikewise*  arc  both  settled 
as  regarda  tliis  long  contested  question. 

Ask  upon  what  principle  it  had  been  settled,  and  one 
gentleman  tells  you  it  was  aettied  by  the  law  of  Congreaa 
passed  on  the  30th  of  April,  1824^  **  to  proeoro  the  ne* 
cessaiy  surveys,  plans,  and  eatimates  upon  the  aubjectof 
roads  and  canals ;"  and  which  another  getitlennan  very 
frankly  avows  waa  forced  through  Congreaa*  and  which 
passed  the  Senate  by  less  tiian  one-halfofita  members. 

Anutiier  gentleman  affirms  the  constitutional  question 
was  seUled  twenty  years  aso,  when  Congreaa  voted  a  do- 
nation of  550,000  worth  of  flour  to  the  people  of  Caraccas* 
and  shipped  it  to  that  city  in  American  veasels*  alter  they 
had  safTered  by  the  earthquake.  Thia  donation  waa  voted 
by  Congress  in  a  moment  ot  good  feeling,  because  Uiey 
were  republicans.  And,  immediately  upon  ita  reaching 
its  port  of  destination,  was  seized  by  a  band  of  royml 
forcea,  and  made  prize  of.  And  there  your  republican 
present  terminated.  And  becauae  Congreaa  arbitnrily 
assumed  the  right  of  voting  away  a  sum  of  money  to  a 
foreign  people*  it  ia  taken  aa  a  fiur  exporition  of  tfan  Con- 
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fttitution,  to  warrant  any  disposition  Congress  may  think 
fit  to  make  of  the  public  moneys  in  future ;  and  conse- 
quently to  appropriate  any  sum  within  its  grasp  to  inter- 
nal improvement. 

Mr.  8.  supposed  the  Greel;  frigate,  when  it  sliail  have 
become  sufficiently  known  to  bring  it  on  the  theatre  of 
ftction,  will  be  ranked  in  the  first  class  of  Congressional 
precedents.  This  Greek  frigate  was  purchased  to  save  a 
Ailing  mercantile  house  in  New  York.  Congress,  in  the 
exuberance  of  its  good  feelings,  of  which  it  always  has  an 
abundance  m  store,  was  casting  about  to  find  some  fit  oc- 
tiuion  to  expend  a  little  money  in  the  Greek  cause,  as 
they  were  Clkristiam,  and  occupied  that  classic  ground 
Ohce  the  seat  of  tbe  Moses ;  when  it  was  surgested  b^ 
some  of' the  members,  the  expediency  of  building  a  fri- 
gate, ihd  sending,  it  out  for  their  service.  And  this  was 
buzzed  about  Congress  in  broken  accents  and  whispers, 
and  was  adopted  with  great  enthusiasm  ;  and  those  New 
York  broken  merchants  got  the  job,  and  with  it  upwards 
of  j^  300,000  of  your  public  money  ;  and  the  frigate  they 
supplied  you  good  for  nothingr*  Here  your  €U-eek  bene- 
tolence  expired  !  But  the  deed  itself  will  remain  as  a 
monument  of  your  power  to  give  away,  or  to  waste  as 
mud)  public  money  as  you  please,  whenever  a  majority 
In  Congress  shall  think  fit  to  do  so. 

Another  gentleman  asks,  what  is  to  become  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  at  West  Point,  if  you  do  not  go  on  with 
internal  improvement }  And  further  asks,  for  what  are 
you  giving  a  mathematical  and  scientific  education  to  the 
yfwni^  men  of  3^our  country,  if  you  would  not  employ 
them  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  nation  }  And 
teVs  us  this  city  is  to  be  the  centre  of  science,  where  all 
the  scientific  men  in  tbe  Union  will  be  brought  together. 
And  then  ariis  jroii,  how  are  the  States  and  companies  to 
procniess  in  iheir  internal  improvements,  but  by  obtaining 
the  benefit  of  this  science  from  the  Genetal  Government^ 
And  seems  to  think  this  a  atrong  illustration  of  your  con- 
stitutional power  over  the  subject. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  answer  those  interrogatoriesi  If 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  to  keep  up  a  Mil- 
itary Academy  at  West  Point,  or  elsewhere,  to  educate 
the  sons  of  members  of  Congress,  and  the  sons  of  their 
friends  and  favorites,  where  they  were  educated  entirely 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  and  under  pay,  in  tlie 
mean  time,  of  $  228  per  year,  there  could  be  no  question 
but  you  would  soon  have  a  number  of  scientific  men  with- 
nut  employment.  And  if  you  would  then  give  ibem  com- 
mimions  in  the  Army,  with  high  pay,  and  increase  that 
pay  every  aesoion,  which  you  were  pretty  much  in  tht» 
Jtabit  of  doing,  with  additional  pay  as  engineers,  trans- 
portation and  expenses  paid,  for  amusing  themselves 
through  the  country,  you  would  soon  render  this  the 
nettt  m  scienoe.  And  with  these  inducements,  and  the 
growing  prospects  for  all  Gwemment  agent%  you  will 
not  only  eolteot  to  tliis  place  all  the  military  acience  fhnn 
W«st  Point,  but  HtMn  the  whole  UnicNi,  fbr  where  tbe 
oircaas  is,  there  will  tbe  eagles  be  gathered.  But  if  it 
iMt  been  the  policy  of  the  Govemoient  to  increase  the 
militafy  science  of  tbe  country,  and  place  it  here  in  bu- 
reaus and  other  seats  of  idleness^  what  liad  tliat  to  do  witli 
the  dmstilnUonal  auestion  of  the  powers  of  Congress  to 
construct  roads  and  canals  ?     . 

Mr.  President,  instead  of  referiing  to  the  Constitution 
ftself,  the  unerring>taQdard  of  its  own  solutions,  luid  dawn 
as  a  guide>  even  to  fbture  ages,  are  we  to  look  for  the  so- 
lutions of  its  principles  in  tlie  laws  and  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, passed,  no  matter  under  what  inftuenoe,  by  less 
Sian  a  majority  of  either  Flouse  ;  and  many  of  them  pass- 
ed witbcmt  even  a  mi^rity  being  present  f  Or  are  we  to 
took  for  the  solution  of  its  principles  in  the  Military  Aca- 
demy, or  the  eccumulalion  of  science  at  the  Scat  of  Go* 
venmicnt?  Thin  is  but  a  feeble  demonstration  of  tlie  charter 
<ff  Yoarli^iti«r».  it  is  tbe  road  to  tyranny.  The  despot  does 


not  grasp  the  sceptre  at  a  wngle  move,  but  by  a  sac- 
ces»on  of  usurpations  th:it  ripen  into  law.  No  tyrant 
that  ever  lived,  who  did  not  make  his  way  by  the  sword, 
had  ever  made  greater  inroads  upon  the  fundamental 
principles  of  free  Governments,  in  the  same  space  of 
time,  than  Congress  had  upon  the  obvious  principles  of 
the  Constitution  within  the  last  twelve  years. 

Mr.  S.  said,-  when  he  took  the  oath,  in  tbe  presence 
of  this  Senate,  to  protect  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  he  did  not  go  into  the  Secretary's  office,  and  turn 
over  tlie  musty  documents  that  had  lain  there  for  forty 
years,  to  teach  him  the  knowledge  of  that  Constitution 
he  had  awom  upon  the  holy  Evangelists  to  protect  Nor 
did  be  believe  the  duty  prescribed  under  that  sacred  ob« 
ligation  was  (o  be  found  in  the  law  of  the  30th  of  April* 
1824.  Nor  did  he  resort  to  the  brigades  of  engineers, 
with  all  their  science  of  matliematics,  and  differential 
calculus,  to  inspire  him  with  their  touch,  but  to  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  to  learn  its  provisions. 

But  if  this  important  question  rested  upon  authorities 
alone,  the  weight  of  authorities  are  opposed  to  the  sys- 
tem. General  Hamilton,  who  was  anxious  to  support  it, 
doubted,  and  recommended  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  provide  for  it.  But  he  had  too  mucb  good 
sense  to  sacriiice  the  Constitution  to  convenience  ;  and 
remarked  that  **'  the  degree  in  whicih  a  thing  was  neces- 
sary could  never  be  the  test  of  the  legd  right  to  adopt 
it."» 

Mr.  Jefferson  is  said  to  have  recommended  tbe  con- 
struction of  tbe  Cumberland  Road.  But  all  the  advocates 
of  the  road  sy^em  plaoe  that  road  on  the  ground  of  com- 
pact. Besides,  Mr.  JefTerson,  at  tlie  time  he  recom- 
mended  it,  expressed  his  doubts^  and,  like  General  Ha- 
milton, advised  that  the  Constitution  shsuld  be  amended. 
Yet  he  lived  to  look  back  upon  it  as  the  greatest  error 
of  his  political  life,  and  to  regret  it  witli  bitterness  of 
soul. 

President  Madison  negativetl  the  celebrated  bonus  bill, 
in  1817,  the  rallying  point  of  tiie  aspiring  poHticiana  of 
that  day,  for  which  he  assigned  reasons,  recorded  in  your 
annals^  tliat  will  bear  the  scrutiny  of  the  profoundest 
statesman,  and  convince  \ht  most  visyonary  opponent.. 
Nor  did  that  bill  pass  in  the  Uguse  of  RenresentaUves  by 
more  than  two  votes  of  a  majority,  84  to  82,  and  that  upon 
grounds  that  are  entirety  abandoned  now. 

President  Monroe,  in  his  first  message  to  Congress,  at 
the  succeeding  se^on,  anticipate il  the  question,  and  as- 
sured Conjpress  as  the  subject  ha!  unde^ne  an  elabor- 
ate discussion,  and  had  been  negatived  by  hi»  predecessor, 
he  also  .would  negative  such  a  bill  were  the^  to  pass  it. 
Although  this  was  no  more  than  ftilfiiling  a  fiutbfuJ  duty, 
yet  it-  gave  rise  to  mudi  zeal,  which  was  followed  up  by 
a  report  that  censured  the  President  for  anticipating,  pre- 
maturely, as  tbe  V  supposed,  a  subject  of  so  much  interest  i 
and  a  number  nc  resolutions  were  atibmitted,  and  discoas- 
ed  at  great  length.  Three  of  which  be  would  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  sliow  how  they  resulted* 

2.  ''i^esoteft/,  That  Omfprea^  has  power,  under  tbe 
Constitution,  to  construct  post  roads  and  military  roads.. 
Prmrideil  private  property  be  not  taken  for  public  use 
without  just  eompensation."  Negatived — yeas82,  nays  84. 

3.  '^kiBohed,  That  Congress  have  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  consirucl  roads  and  canab,  necessaiy  fbr 
commerce  between  the  States.  Provided  private  proper- 
ty be  not  taken  for  public  a«  without  just  compensa- 
tion."   Negatived— yeas  71,  naya95. 

4.  **JRe»olvedt  That  Congress  have  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  couairuct  canala  for  mibtaiy  puiposes. 
Provided  private  property  be  not  taken  for  public  uac 
without  ju»t  compensation.*'  Negaii%'ed— yeas  81,  nays  83 . 

These  resolutions  put  the  question  into  every  sKap^ 

*  3eelii«  Report, -119. 


\ 


645 


AntL  11,  1838.] 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

InUrnul  Imprmfememtt. 


e40^ 


[SENATB. 


mnd  protected  the  rights  of  iiulividuals,  yet  not  one  suc- 
ceeded. A  number  of  gentlemen  who  voted  uniformly 
Against  all  lliose  resolu^ons,  and  against  every  modifica- 
tion in  which  they  were,  on  t^t  occasion,  so  Yariously 
placed,  are  now  amopg  the  zealous  supporters  of  this 
system,  with  their  votes  recorded  against  the  constitution- 
al' power.  Some  of  those  gentlemen  are  now  with  us, 
and  voting  for  this  bill,  ^hat  was  unconstitutional  ten 
years  ago,  is  constitutional  now. 

Th'ts  project  proved  abortive,  and  fell  in  the  House  of 
ReprciMrntitivesr  But,  in  conaiequence  of  censure  thrown 
on  President  Monroe  by  Uiat  report,  he  wrote  a  book, 
and  communicated  it  to  Congress  five  years  after,  in  the 
form  of  a  message,  with  his  negative  of  the  «  bill  to  es- 
tablish turnpike  gates  on  the  Cumberland  Rovl/'  in  which 
he  demonstrated,  with  unanswerable  arguments  and  illus- 
trations, that  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  to  con* 
struct  roads  and  canals.  Tli^t  message  is  also,  recorded 
in  your  annals  with  President  Madison's  negative,  where 
they  will  remain  as  monuments  of  the  true  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  wisdom,  that  will  outweigh  all 
your  theories  of  constructive  power,  'and  necessity,  and 
convenience,  |>ut  together. 

Now  it  is  evident  that  all  the  authorities  are  opposed  to 
the  system,  up  to  the  law  of  30th  April,  1824,  which,  we 
are  told,  was  forced  through  Congress,  and  which  passed 
the  Senate  by  less  than  a  majority  ot  its  members.  Pre* 
vious  to  that  law,  it  had  never  received  the  legal  sanction 
of  the  Government  in  a  single  instance,  except  the  Cum- 
berland Road,  and  some  Territorial  roads,  both  of  which 
its  friends  had  considered  exceptions,  ft  was  true,  the 
former  Secretary  of  War  had  a  number  of  those  objecti} 
of  internal  improvement  examined  and  surveyed,  before 
the  passage  of  the  law  of  1824^  not  by  authority  of  ^ny 
law,  but  by  virtue  of  his  inherent  power  as  Secretary  of 
War,  and  which  were  called  national  objects. 

The  term  National  was  a  new  woii I  that  had  crept  in* 
to  our  political  vocabulary,  and  growing  pretty  much  in* 
to  use.  It  ttiu  a  term  unknown  to  the  origin  and  theory 
of  our  Govemmeiit,  The  first  article  of  the  confedera- 
tion says,  **  The  style  of  thU  confederacy  shall  be  The 
l/nited  States  of  America."  A  part  of  the  FederalXon- 
ventioii  styled  it  a  National  Government.  It  was,  how- 
ever, made  a  question,  and  Mr.  Kllsworth  moved  to  ex- 
punge the  word  National,  and  place  in  tue  room  of  it 
••  Government  of  the  United  Slates,"  ♦  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention.  Mr.  Ells- 
worth, who  wasadistingtiished  patriot,  and  an  eminent 
statesman,  saw  the  bearing  of  the  word  National,  and 
therefore  moved,  not  in  tlie  ordinary  phraseology  to  strike 
out,  but  to  expunge  it !  However,  all  that  guarded  pre- 
caution is  now  exploded,  and  the  word  has  become 
technical. 

Although  he  denied  the  legitimacy  of  the  term,  and 
considered  it  an  insidious  word,  when  used  as  descriptive 
of  our  Goteroment,  he  would  nevertheless  adopt  it  upon 
this  occasion.  And  without  wishing  to  imptign  the  pri- 
Tate  or  political  cliaracter  of  any  functionary  of  the  go- 
yemmefit,  he  would  ask,  wiio  clothed  the  Secretary  of 
War,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  power 
to  designate  any  road  a  National  road,  or  any  canal  a  Na- 
tional canal  ?  Or,  he  would  ask,  by  what  rule  an  agent 
of  the  government  can  distinguish  between  roads  and 
caiuds  that  are  national,  and  roads  and  canals  that  are  not 
national  ?  I'iie  Senator  from  Delaware  ^Mr.  MXahx,] 
strenuously  argues,  that  there  is  manifestly  a  clear  dis- 
tinction, and  that  the  Breakwater  in  Delaware  Bay  is  a 
national  object,  and  the  road  to  be  constructed  between 
the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  a  na- 
tional road.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  ask  any  gentleman 
learned  on  tbi«  aubject,  to  inform  him  whe^  the  natton- 

•  YhimH  Sc«rM  D«batM-MS. 


ality  of  a  road  begins,  or  where  its  nationality  ends  ?  He. 
would  test  the  question  in  this  way.  Suppose  the  road 
that  is  to  lead  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  to  be  a  na* 
tional  road,  as  the  gentleman  supposes,  would  it  lose  it^ 
national  character  were  it  to  deviate  and  pass  two  degreei| 
west  of  Philadelphia?  If  it  would  not,  would  it  do  so  were  it 
to  deviate  ten  degrees  west  of  Philadelphia  ?  If  it  would, 
at  what  point  between  two  and  ten  de^ees  did  it  lose  it% 
national  character  f  If  a  road  be  natiqnftjl  th^t  leads  £ca<x|. 
one  point  to  another,  and  not  national  if  it  leads  to  adiif- 
ferent  pointy  at  what  shade  of  deviation  does  it  beconic 
denationalixed  ? 

This  question  is  susceptible  of  but  one  definition.  A 
road,  canal,  breakwater,  river,  or  creek,  becomea  na- 
tional or  not  national,  in  the  ratio  of  its  supporters,  and 
and.  the  influence  of  those  who  ask  it.  The  Senator  from 
Delaware  [Mr.  MT.axs,]  says  he  will  support  none  of 
those  object  unless  they  are  national  objects  4  and  that 
the  Delaware  breakwater,  for  which  you  have  appropri- 
ated the  large  sum  of  2,326,000  dollars,  is  a  national  ob- 
ject,  because  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at 
large.  How  will  he  estimate  Cunningham  creek  in  Ohio, 
for  which  this  bill  appropriates  only  1517  dollars  }  is 
tl)at  a  national  object  ?  A  petty  creek  !  Still  that  gen- 
tleman votes  for  it ;  although  we  have  not  heard  a  word 
of  its  utility  to  any  body.  He  thought  with  the  gentle* 
nun  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  WxasTxa,]  that  one  road 
was  as  much  national  as  another.  If  made  for  the  use  of 
the  community. 

Until  Conpress  became  road  makers,  every  portion  of  ' 
the  community  made  their  own  roads.  Are  one  portion 
of  the  community  to  be  relieved  of  this  burthen,  and  the 
others  left  to  bear  it '  And  if  the  Constitution  has  tranjH 
ferred  the  power  from  the  community  to  Congress,  to 
construct  commercial  roads,  has  not  every  man  an  equal 
claim  to  a  portion  of  them  >  And  is  not  the  road  over 
which  the  poor  farmer  ti*avels  with  his  one-horse  cart, 
but  twenty  miles,  to  seek  a  market  for  the  small  proJuct 
of  his  yearly  Ubor,  as  much  a  national  road  as  the  read 
from  the  western  frontier  of  Missouri  to  the  confines  of 
Mexico,  over  which  the  rich  capitalists  of  that  State  are 
to  travel,  in  quest  of  the  ^Id  and  silver  bullion  and  the 
dollars  of  their  Spanish  neighbors  ?  The  more  you  in- 
vestigate this  subject,  the  more  abstruse  it  appears,  and 
every  step  you  advance  adds  new  proofii  of  its  absurdity. 

Mr.  6.  here  left  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  said  he 
would  now  examine  the  bearings  of  the  constitution  upon 
this  question.  The  constitution  was  formed  at  a  time,^ 
and  under  circumstances,  that  forbid  a  belief  that  any. 
power  was  left  to  chao^  or  construction.  It  was  formed 
too,  by  an  asaemblage  of  patriots,  whose  talents  would 
have  graced  a  Roman  Senate,  in  times  of  its  meridian 
splendor,  and  whose  virtues  were  yet  untainted  by  in^ 
trigue  or  ambition.  Their  object  was  to  confer  certain 
powers  on  the  general  government,  but  to  fix  a  ^erom 
nent  limit  to  those  powers  {  not  to  form  a  constitution 
that  sliould  be  a  pla^rthing  in  the  hands  of  Cungcesi^  to 
be  applied  as  convenience  or  interest  should  dictate.  It 
was  the  first  written  constitution  the  world  ever  saw,  ex- 
cept that  given  from  Heaven  to  the  people  of  IsraeL-* 
But  in  less  than  30  years  from  its  adoption,  it  has  been 
thrown  aside  among  the  rubbish,  as  not  understood,  or,  if 
understood  at  all,  not  by  any  two  politicians  in  the  same 
way.  Gentlemen  are  weary  of  the  Constitution.  It  has 
become  too  unfashionable,  and  not  easily  defined.  Eve- 
ry other  art  and  science,  and  every  calling  and  profession 
among  civilized  men,  are  understood  by  those  who  pur- 
sue them  {  and  are  understood  in  the  same  wi^  (  b^* 
cause  they  have  their  appropriate  and  teehnieal  meant  ff 
beini^  understood.  This  protection  is  denied  to  the  C«fv 
stttution.  It  had  been  stript  of  all  the  ordinary  nUes  of 
I  construction,  by  which  alone  the  meaning  of  trnTor  any 
;  other  instrument  can  be  perpetutt^,    $)y^  ^vejrer 
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unfiMhionable  it  may  be,  or  however  unatairmp  the  re->  States  f'  the  thirds  «*  tcr  reguUrte  commerce  with  the  Iir 
Milt,  he  would  endeavor,  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  con-  dian  tribes.*^  The  tery  same  pcfwera,  pfecisefy,  are  con* 
ttniction,  and  the  fair  import  of  the  words  employed  in  '  ferred  on  Congress,  by  each  paragraph.  They  are  aa 
the  constitution  itself,  to  demonstrate  that  tlte  constrae-   minutelj  the  same,  that  the  most  subtile  casuist  cannot 


tlon  contended  for  by  the  advocates  of  this  p«wer 
erroneous,  and  dangerous  to  this  government.  i 

Among  those  who  attempt  to  derive  this  power  from 
the  Constitution,  some  of  them  have  relied  upon  that 
clause  which  gives  Congress  the  power  "to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
States^  and  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

nothing  can  be  more  foreign  to  the  common  and  uni- 
rersaUy  received  import  of  the  words  *'  to  ref^late  com* 
merce."  than  to  suppose  they  contain  a  positive  power 
to  egress,  to  construct  road^  and  canals,  or  piers  and 
breakwaters.  The  power  is  given  to  regulate,  not  to 
create  commerce.  Commerce  has  a  definite  signification. 
It  means  the  ordinary  buying  and  selling,  and  bartering, 
between  the  citizens  of  the  same  country,  and  the  cKi- 
zeos  of  one  country  with  the  citizens  of  another  country — 
and  it  means  no  more.  Universal  us:ige  has  fixed  its 
boundaries  so  permanently,  they  cannot  be  shaken  by 
any  artificinl  or  sophistical  argument  It  needs  no  foreign 
aid— if  it  did,  every  thing  said  upon  the  subject  supports 
this  definition.  Mortimer's  Commercial  Dictionaiy  de- 
fines it  to  be  the  interchange  of  commodities  for  other  ar- 
ticles, or  some  representative  of  value  for  which  other 
commodities  can  be  procured."  But  he  comiects  no 
roads  or  canals,  piers  or  breakwaters  with  it.  That  ad- 
dition has  been  exclusively  a  work  of  Congress. 

Chancellor  Rent,  of  New-York,  one  of  the  ablest  jurists 
of  the  age,  in  his  Commentaries  upon  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  of  his  own  State,  has  treated 
largely  on  the  powers  of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce, 
in  his  remarks  upon  tlie  decision  of  the  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  case  of  Gibbons  vs.  Ogden,  f  in  which 
he  confines  it  entirely  to  a  power  to  regulate  traffic  and 
Intercourse.  But  the  commentator  says,  in  treating  fur- 
ther upon  the  opinions  of  the  Court — "  It  was  admitted, 
that  inspection  laws,  relative  to  the  quality  of  articles  to 
be  exported,  and  quarantine  laws,  and  heslth  laws  of  eve- 
ry description,  and  laws  for  regulating  the  internal  com- 
merce ot  a  State,  and  those  which  respect  turnpike  roads, 
ferries,  &c.  *  were  component  parts  of  an  immense  mass 
of  legislation,  not  surrendered  to  tlie  general  govern 
ment."  t 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Igni- 
ted States,  upon  ih^  very  point  in  question,  in  which  they 
wy  the  right  is  not  surrendered  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. If  >'ou  have  this  power,  why  not  grasp  the  whole 
•ubject,  and  regulate  the  turnpike  roads  and  ferries,  and 
regulate  the  inspection  laws  >  They  are  more  intimately 
connected  with  commerce  than  roads  and  canals.  Sir, 
as  well  might  we  say  Congress  had  the  power  to  furnish 
the  boats^  as  to  make  the  canals  on  which  they  are  to  ply* 
Aa  wett  might  we  say  Congress  shall  provide  the  wag- 
ons and  teams,  as  to  construct  and  keep  in  repair  the 
roads  on  which  they  are  to  travel.  It  can  be  done  for 
much  less  money,  and  it  equally  concerns  trade  ami  com- 


If.he  was  permitted  to  construe  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
■titutibn  from  the  context,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
known  and  established  rules  of  coiistruetion,  he  thought 
he  could  give  a  new  view  of  the  subject,  which  had  not 
heretofore  been  broached  by  any  body,  and  one  which  he 
conceived  conclusive  against  the  power. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  sUte  the  case  to  render  it  sclf- 
eTident.  This  chuse  contains  three  distinct  paragraphs. 
The  first,  '*  to  regulate  commerce  witli  foreign  nations ;" 
the  second,  *'  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
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dirscriminate  betweeif  them.  WHl  you  then  earr?  through 
your  scheme,-  tnd  whilst  you  are  constructing  the  nation^' 
al  road  firom  the  Weatern  frontier  of  Missouri  to  the  con-' 
fines  of  Mexico,  contintfe  that  national  road  through  the 
Spanish  proVmae  to  the  Chy  of  Mexico  ^  Or  will  yoor 
whilst  constracttng  fhtt  road  from  tfatfaWamkeai^  to 
Mars  Hill,  in  MsAne,  ecnfiniie  it  on  through  the  Bntisb 
province  to  Montival  or  (iuelyec  f  If  you  have  the 
power,  under  the  second  paragraph,  to  construct  a  roaci 
m  Maine  or  Missouri,  you  eleiaiy  hat^  it  under  the  first 
to  construct  a  road  in  Mexico  oP  Camda.^  l^or  it  would 
never  have  been  intended  by  the  Convefitior*  to  form  any 
part  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  same  words,  to  be  applieii 
to  the  same  objects,  and  to  produee  the  same  results^ 
without  a  shade  of  difference,  wherein  it  was  more  tha« 
evident  that  one  part  could  be  executed,  and  the  remairf^ 
der  could  not,  under  any  possible  circumstances.  Can 
sophistry  itself  obviate  this  palpable  absurdity  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  under  the  power  given  to  Congress 
<*  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,"  the  power  is 
unlimited.  But  here  the  power,  as  in  the  case  of  regu- 
lating commerce,  must  depend  upon  the  phraseology  of 
the  sentence,  and  the  practicability  of  the  object  to  be 
accomplished.  If  neither  cf  them  justify  this  implied 
construction,  the  power  cannot  exist.  It  is  said,  the 
word  «*  establish,*'  means  to  constmct.  When  a  majori- 
ty of  a  political  assembly  were  bent  upon  their  object, 
they  could  give  such  definition  to  a  word  as  best  suited 
their  purpose.  But  the  word  *'  esUblish,*'  a»^ttled  by 
all  lexicojgraphen^  means  nothinr  more  than  to  fix,  to 
settle,  to  make  permanent.  And  Congress  itself,  in  all 
ite  post  road  kw^  had  confirmed  that  definition.  And 
surely  their  own  legal  definitions  are  good  authority. — 
The  title  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  tor  that  pur- 
pose is  *'  A  biH  to  alter  and  estabfish,  post  roads."  The 
act  for  that  purpose  of  the  2d  of  March,  1827,  by  its  ti- 
tle, is  ••  An  act  to  establiah  sundry  post  roads."  Its  en- 
acthig  section  is,  «•  That  the  following  be  estoblished  aa 
post  roads."  This  act  establishes  270  new  post  roads. 
Some  of  them  more  than  300  miles  in  length.  And  ta- 
ken together,  not  less  than  10,000  miles  in  length.  When 
Cong^ss  pass  a  law  to  construct  a  road,  they  say  so  in  so 
manv  words  ?  as  in  an  act  of  the  same  date  of  the  above, 
the  title  of  which  is,  <'  An  act  to  authorize  the  hying  out 
and  opening  certain  roads."  ^ 

This  was  also  an  object  totally  beyond  the  capacity  of 
the  government  to  accomplish,  and  must  have  been  known 
to  the  Convention  to  be  so  ;  therefore  could  never  have 
entered  into  the  plan  of  **  establiahing  post  offices  and 
post  roads,"  to  leave  an  impUed  power  that  roust  consume 
annually  three  times  the  amount  of  your  revenue.     Be- 
cause, if  to  ••  establish"  signifies  to  construct,  it  then  be- 
comes imperative  on  Congpress  to  construct  every  post 
road  in  the  Union.     And  to  show  that  it  was  a  work  fer 
beyond  the  resources  of  this  government  to  execute,  it 
was  only  necessaiy  to  say,  there  were  already  7000  post 
offices^  all  of  which  the  government  must  build,    and 
100,000  miles  of  post  roads  to  construct  i  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  cheapest  estimates  of  the  post  roads  heretofore 
constructed,  would  cost  the  government  500,000,000  dol- 
lars, with  an  average  increase  of  5000  annually.  %    It 
would  cost  you  four  times  aa  much  annually  as  the  whole 
expense  of  administering  this  government,  including  eve- 
ry department  in  it,  army,  navy,  and  all.     It  is  utterly  im- 
Eossible,  Sir,  to  imagine,  that  a  deliberative  assembly, 
ke  that  convention,  could  have  dreamed  of  leaving  such 
I  a  formidable  power  concealed  within  another  power,  and 
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to  be  dragged  out  only  hf  implication,  when,  some  thirty 
or  forty  years  thereafter,  the  majority  of  Congress  should 
think  fit  to  call  it  into  action.  The  enormity  of  this  pow 
9F  IS  none  the  less  because  Congress  have  not  hitherto, 
constructed  all  the  roads  they  chim  the  power  over.^ 
But  the  exercise  of  that  power  is  now  about  to  commence 
its  operation  in  its  most  extravagant  form. 

It  has  been  argued  by>  the  friends  of  this  measure,  that, 
without  this  implied  construction*  Congress  could  not. 
carry  on  the  ordinaiy  operations  uf  th^  mail.  It  might, 
they  say,  be  impeded  by  the  States.  But  if  it  were  pos- 
■ibk  that  any  State,  or  any  people,  could  be  so  lost  to 
their  own  interest  as  to  obstruct  the  mail,  you  hai'e  alrea- 
dy passed  laws  more  than  sufDctent  to  punish  such  wan- 
ton temerity.  You  have  given  by  Uw  the  superiority  of 
the  roads  and  highways  to  the  mail  carriers ;  and  every 
body  is  obliged  to  give  the  road.  Tf  any  person  obstructs 
the  passage  of  the  mail,  he  is  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
]>risonment.  If  the  mail  is  robbed,  it  is  made  a  pcniten- 
.tiary  offence.  If,  in  robbing  the  mail,  the  mail  carrier 
is  put  in  fear  of  his  life,  you  punish  the  offender  with 
death.  And  surely  the  power  you  hold  over  the  purse, 
over  the  personal  liberty,  and  over  the  life  and  death  of 
the  offender  who  shall  dare  to  obstnict  the  passage  of  the 
mail,  is  as  ample  as  it  would  be  safe  to  place  in  the  hahds 
of  Congress. 

The  power  given  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
SUtes  ••  to  declare  war,**  has  been  greatly  relied  on,  as 
giving,  by^  implication,  the  power  to  construct  military 
roads  {  which,  we  are  tolo,  can  be  used,  in  times  of  peace, 
I6r  post  roads,  and  cotnmereial  roads.     You  have  passed 
through  two  bloody  wars  successfully,  without  a  milita- 
ay  road.     Is  it  to  be  supposed  your  enemy  is  to  meet  you 
St  the  end  of  your  military  road,  or  is  he  to  use  it  as  well 
«•  yott  who  make  it  f    You  must  be  prepared  to  meet 
yourenemy  wherever  you  find  him ;  not  Where  you  would 
wish.     War  roads,  when  necessary,  can  only  be  made  for 
the  ooeasion,  and  that  must  be  lefl  to  the  discretion  of  the 
commander  of  your  army.     Can  any  thing  be  more  ridi- 
culous than  Congress  constructing  military  roads  without 
knowing  where  the  operations  of  war  are  to  rage  ?    The 
universal  consent  of  mankind  has  establislied  it,  without 
repeal,  that  the  operations  of  war  provide  their  own  roads. 
It  is  a  rule  of  construction,  never  to  be  departed  from, 
that,  in  reconciling  a  doubtful  law,  it  n  only  necessary  to 
ascertain  the  intention  of  the  lawgiver,  and  that  will  set- 
tle the  construction.     The  intention  of  the  Convention, 
on  that  occasion,  is  So  palpable  as  to  leave  no  doubt  what- 
ever.    Various  propositions  were  submitted  by  different 
members  of  that  Convention:  among  them  wa»Mr.  Charles 
Pinckney,  of  South- Carolina.     One  of  Mr.  Pinckney*a 
propositions  was,  "  That  Congress  should  have  power  to 
establish  military  roads.'*    Although  many  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney's  other  propositions  w«re  adopted,  they  rejected  this 
one  to  establish  military  roads.     Rejecting  it,  is  a  demon- 
stration that  the  power  was  not  given  ;  and  therefore  can- 
not be  implied  without  violating  the  settled  principles  of 
construction. 

Besides,  it  is  a  power  by  no  means  essential  to  either 
raiting  or  supporting  an  army.  Nor  did  the  Convention 
believe  so,  or  they  must  have  adopted  it  j  and  more  es- 
pecially, as  the  proposition  was  directly  submitted.  The 
evidence  is  abundant  from  the  constitution  itself.  They 
gave  Congress  **  power  to  declare  war,'*  which  would  ir- 
resistibly have  implied  a  power  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies. They  might  have  declared  war,  but  how  were  they 
to  carry  it  on  without  an  army  i  They  did  carry  on  a 
prosperous  war  without-  constructing  a  single  road. — 
Raising  an  army  would  also  irresistibly  imply  the  power 
to  support  an  army.  Yet  they  are  both  expressly  pro- 
vided for  in  so  many  words.  There  is  a  distinct  dause 
giving  Congress  *'the  power  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy.'*    Another  t«  make  rules  concerning  captures  on 


land  and  water  ;  and  various  other  distinct  provisions  t 
all  of  which  are  minutely  and  separately  expressed — 
whilst  the  power  to  construct  military  roads  is  left  to  be 
picked  out  of  some  of  the  other  powers  by  implication. 

'*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  pro* 
vide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfiire." 

On  the  last  clause  of  this  paragraph,  *'  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,*' g^t  reliance 
had  also  been  placed,  to  derive  the  power  to.  construct 
roads  and  canals :  to  which  a  concise  answer  would  be 
sufficient.  As  this  precedes  the  enumeration  of  powers, 
it  can  have  no  allusion,  but  to  the  several  objecta  therein 
enumerated,  all  of  which  are  intended  to  promote  either 
the  common  defence  or  general  welfare  :  providing  a  na- 
vy, raising  an-  army,  &c.  are  providing  for  the  common 
defence.  Regitlating  commerce,  establishing  post  offices, 
&c.  are  providing  for  the  general  welfare.  But  a  saving 
clause,  to  precede  the  enumerated  powers,  would  be  a 
palpable  abanrdity.  It  would  resemble  a  conveyancer, 
who  should  convey  the  appurtenances,  before  he  convey 
ed  the  premises  ;  or  a  dying  man,  who  should  bequeath 
the  residue  of  his  estate,  before  he  bequeathed  the  spe- 
cific legacies,  tf  this  had  succeeded  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers, it  would  have  been  an  absurdity ;  because  it  would 
embrace  6very  possible  object  witliin  the  scope  of  legis- 
lative action,  and  would  have  totally  superseded  every 
enumerated  power,  and  left  Congress  under  no  other  res- 
traint than. that  of  their  own  unbridled  will. 

A  correlative  doctrine  is  founded  on  the  first  part  of  the 
clause— the  power  of  Congress  '*  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises.*'  Having  the  power  to  col- 
lect money,  Congress  can  dispose  of  it  in  any  manner 
they  think  fit  j  therefore,  tliey  have  the  power  to  apply 
it  to  construct  roads  and  canals.  Genei-al  Hamilton  fimt 
gave  this  opinion  ;  others  have  since  followed  in  his  train. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  reconcile  this  princi- 
ple, that  Congress  can  authorize  another  power  to  expend 
and  distribute  the  public  moneys,  when  the  advocates  of 
the  measure  acknowledge  Congress  itself  cannot  expend 
it  for  the  same  objects.  This  is  a  broad  ground  of  con- 
struction, and  one  not  warranted  by  the  ordinary  import 
of  the  words.  The  same  remarks  may  be  applied  here, 
that  were  applied  to  the  Ust  part  of  the  sentence,  **  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare."  <*  To  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposta  and  excises,"  compose  the 
first  enumerated  power  given  to  Congress.  And  then 
follows,  in  immediate  succession,  the  objects  upon  which 
the  moneys  collected  from  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
cises, sliall  be  expended.  And  if  there  be  any  meaning 
at  all  in  the  sentence,  it  ia  limited,  "to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States.**  Your  debts  are  not  yet  paid,  and 
**■  the  common  defence*'  is  defined  in  the  power  given 
**  to  provide  a  navy,  raise  armies,  oi^nizing,  training, 
and  disciplining  the  militia,**  &c.  And  your  *^  general 
welfare"  is  defined  in  the  power  given  to  "regulate  com- 
merce, estabUsli  post  offices  and  post  roads,  coin  mo- 
ney,** &c. 

Taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  ure  tiiat  part  of  the 
property  of  the  people  at  large,  which  they  are  called 
upon  to  contribute,  tw  carrying  into  operation  the  objects 
set  forth  in  the  enumerated  powers.  .\*his  they  have 
heretofore  yielded  a  willing  obedience  to.  To  support 
your  wars,  they  submitted  to  a  stamp  act,  to  an  excise,  to 
ftirniture  tax,  &c.  When  the  thirteenth  Congress  de- 
clared the  last  war  with  England,  no  member  would  haz- 
ard his  popularity  to  propose  a  tax,  and  the  war  had  near- 
ly faileci  under  their  timid  silence  ;  the  people  goaded 
Congress  into  a  tax,  and  an  onerous  one  ensued,  which 
the^  bore  with  the  magnanimhy  of  freemen,  because  they 
believed  it  a  constitutional  duty.  But  let  vour  revenue 
fi-om  impbsU  fall  short,  and  a  tax  be  laid  for  roads  and 
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canals,  bfeak>Vatet*s  and  tunnels-^you  would  find  a  rcTolt 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  another.  I'hey  wotild  not 
be  led  by  the  g^iddy  dance  of  evety  politician  that  ahould 
construe  the  6r8t  part  of  the  constitution  he  mi^t  hap- 
pen to  turn  to,  as  contaiPing  iroplted  powers  to  justify  a 
ourthensoiDe  tax  upon  bis  neighbor^  to  make  convenient 
roads  for  himself.  No  i^entleman  of  Coiigressi  in  these 
liines,  however,  could  be  considared  a  constitutional  law- 
yer, unless  he  was  master  of  the  implied  powers  that  were 
BUpposed  to  lurk  in  all  its  provisions.  The  principles  of 
construction  Ihat  now  govern  us,  reminded  him  of  some 
meny  writer  in  the  newspapers,  who  said,  '*  Construction 
IS  an  arrant  swindler,  and  bubbles  more  people  out  of 
their  rights  than  twenty  armies.  Give  roe  construction 
for  a  lever,  and  I  wiU  construe  the  world  off  its  hinges 
without  any  thing  to  rest  my  lever  on."  And  should  the 
powetb  of  construction,  which  Gongp^ss  have  assumed, 
continue  to  advance,  it  would  soon  possess  a  more  unli- 
mited power  than  any  monarch  in  Europe  ;  and  one  that 
would  shake  this  government  to  its  centre.  For  this  be- 
lief, evidences  are  not  wanting.  | 

But  with  all  these  powers  of  implication,  no  one  had 
yet  found  upon  what  clause  of  the  Constitution  the  right 
of  soil  was  given,  whereon  to  construct  those  roads  and 
canals^  without  which  an  'implied  power  to  construct 
would  be  destitute  of  foundation,  and  the  whole  fabric 
must  tumble.  This  objection  did  not  rest  upon  the  sim- 
ple negative,  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  were  retained  by  the  States  or  the  people,  only, 
which  was  conclusive,  but  on  another  negative,  whidi 
amounts  to  a  positive  denial  of  tJie  right  of  sovereignty. 
Congpressare  expressly  empowered,  in  the  8tii  section  of 
the  1st  article,  the  very  section  and  article  from  a*heoce 
the  constructive  powers  are  drawn, 

**  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square) 
as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States,  and  tiie  accept* 
ance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over 
all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  in  which  the  same  sliall  be,  for  tlie  erection 
of  forts,  magazmes,  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other  nced« 
ful  buildings." 

Congress  could  not  exercise  the  smallest  degree  of  le- 
gislation over  the  ten  miles  square,  itself,  on  which  they 
have  erected  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States,  not  so 
much  as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  building,  until  the 
States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  each  passed  laws  author- 
izing the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  take  it, 
-and  Congress  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  acceptance. 
Nor  can  they  build  a  fort,  magazine,  arsenal,  or  dock* 
yanl,  all  of  which  are  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  the  country,  and  intimately 
connected  with  the  subject  of  war,  and  without  which 
your  army  must  lose  a  main  part  of  its  safeguard,  and 
your  navy  be  neglected,  until  they  first  purchase  the 
soil  on  which  they  are  to  be  erected,  by  the  consent  of 
the  States  in  which  such  place  may  lie,  and  pass  a  corres- 
pondent law  to  accept  it  for  that  purpose.  Yet  it  is  con- 
tended, that  Congress  have  an  Implied  power  to  con- 
struct roads  and  canals  wheresoever  they  please.  That 
this  negative  ^as  a  complete  denial  of  tlie  power,  there 
could  not  be  a  question.  For,  according  to  a  well  known 
rule  expressing  what  they  might  purchase  and  accept, 
by  tlie  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  excludes 
the  power  to  accept  any  other.  Exprettaio  unitu  est  ea^ 
elusio  aiteriut'  The  expression  of  one  proposition  ex- 
cludes any  other  proposition.  Because,  if  Co»igress  had 
the  power,  there  could  be  no  reason  for  giving  it  again  $ 
if  they  had  it  not,  they  could  take  no  more  than  what 
was  gfiven. 

I  Tour  Sedition  Lawt,  Tarilfli,  Colonisation  SocieUM,  Monorialt 
fcr  a  General  Emancipation,  Ike.  8co.  wm  all  tWoir«]iriof  of  implkd 
pownr< 


The  Senate  has  just  passed  an  act  for  eonatructing  a 
military  road  in  the  State  of  Maine  :  provided  that  the 
Legislatura  of  the  Sute  of  Maine  shall  consent  tliereto. 
And  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  passed  a  reso* 
lution  authorising  Cong^ss  to  erect  toll-gates  on  that 
portion  of  the  Cumberland  Road  that  lies  within  that 
State,  with  many  provisos  limiting  and  controlling  tlie 
operations  of  Congress. 

Sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  United  States  which 
have  assumed  and.  maintained  so  elevated  a  rank  among 
the  nations  of  the  eartli,  and  whose  Constitntion  has 
been  the  admiration  of  the  world,  for  Its  well  defined, 
and  well  balanced^  powers  between  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  tlie  Government  of  the  States,  by  which  alone 
they  supposed  its  durability  secured,  must  truckle  to  h 
single  Slate,  a  member  of  its  own  body,  and  beg  or  chaf- 
fer for  the  paltry  privilege  of  making  a  road  within  the 
limits,  and  ior  the  benefit  of  that  State — and  to  be  dic- 
tated to- and  circumscribed  4n  rlie  exercise  of  that  privi- 
lege ?  Does  such  a  course  comport  witli  the  dignity  of . 
this  Government  ?  Or,  wliat  is  infinitely  more  impor- 
tant for  our  consideration,  does  it  comport  with  the 
safety  of  this  Government  ? 

If  the .  Government  of  the  United  States  jiave  not  the 
right  (if  sovereignity  over  the  soil,  by  the  power  of  the 
Constitution,  can  tite  State  of  Pennsylvania  bestow  that 
right  of  sovereignty  ?  If  she  can,  does  it  not  put  it  in 
the  power  of  a  single  State  to  make  an  essential  change 
in  the  Constitution,  and  confer  a  power  which  all  the 
States,  in  convention^  withheld  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment }  If  the  General  Government  has  that  riglit  by 
the  Constitution,  Penn^lvania  cannot  bestow  it.  But 
suppose  Pennsylvaiva  siiould  carry  her  doctrine  further, 
and  yield  up  the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  State,  for  \t 
she  can  yield  a  part  she  can  yield  the  whole,  and  the  State 
of  New  York  and  the  State  of  Ohio  should  foUow  her 
example,  could  they  not  farm  a  confederacy  in  thevet-y 
centre,  that  would  dictate  to  the  whole  Union,  and  ori- 
ginate a  nucleus  that  would  at  once  consolidate  the  Go- 
>emnent  ?  Sir,  if  the  other  States  follow  the  example  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  surrender  their  sovereignty  by  piece- 
meals, your  State  Governments  will  not  be  wortli  preserv* 
ing ;  and,  if  they  were,  they  could  have  that  .privilege 
but  a  little  while.  Who  were  the  statesmen  tliat  first 
pushed  this  doctrine  ?  Thosi;  who  are  looking  to  empire. 

Sir,  the  tariff  of  1816,  for  a  system  of  protectiog  du- 
ties to  manufactures  ;  the  bonus  bill  of  ISIT,  for  a  sya- 
tern  of  Internal  Improvements  ^  the  report  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War,  of  1819,  recommending  an  extensive  svs* 
tem  of  military  road  and  canals ;  and  the  law  of  1824, 
for  procuring  plans,  estimates,  and  surveys  for  luitional 
roads  and  canals,  were  the  priests  that  bound  your  Con* 
atitution  fast  in  cords,  and  laid  it  at  the  foot  of  the  altar 
of  caprice,  avarice,  interi.8t,  and  ambition,  and  we» 
their  surrogates,  are  about  to  immolate  the  victim. 

After  Mr.  S.  concluded  his  apeedi,  Mr.  KAN£  said* 
he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  doing  tliat  which  would  bet- 
ter have  been  done  yesterday,  to  respond  to  tlie  appeal 
made  to  the  Senators  from  Illinois,  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate,  as  to  hi^  conversations  and  opin* 
ions  upon  the  subject  of  the  Illinois  canal  bill,  whicli  was 
before  the  Senate  two  years  ago.  The  statement  of  the 
conversation,  which  that  gentleman  had  done  him  the 
honor  to  hold  with  him,  and  of  the  opinions  expressed 
by  him,  and  at  the  time  designated,  corresponded  sub- 
sUntially,  and,  he  would  say,  exactly^  with  clear  recol- 
lection upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  THOMAS  remarked,  that  it  would  afford  him 
great  pleasure  to  have  it  in  liia  power  to  corroborate  the 
statement  made  by  the  President  yesterday,  but  he  had 
no  recollection  of  the  conversation  alluded  to  by  the 
President.  On  the  contraiy,  he  recollects  distinctly  to 
have  gone  to  the  table  of  one  of  the  members  from  lit- 
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dianm«.  [Mr.  Nobu,]  to  compare  notes  with  hiin»  both 
having  counted  the  votes  as  the  call  was  made.  The 
votes  being  equal,  I  remarked  that  we  should  carry  the 
bill  I  the  President  will  give  the  casting  vote  in  favor  of 
it.  The  reply  was,  you  arc  mistaken,  sir «  he  will  vote 
a^inst  the  bill.  I  state  this  to  show  that  I  cannot  be 
mistaken  :  but  I  again  repeat,  that  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  corroborate  the  statement.  Some 
time  after  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  my  colleagup  inform- 
ed me  that  the  Vice  President  and  himself  had  held  such 
a  conversation  as  that  stated. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  remarked,  that,  when  he  bad 
the  conversation  with  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  be  bad 
thought  the  other  Senator  was  present— but  it  roust  have 
been  another  Senator. 

Mr.  T.  said,  that,  but  for  the  circttmstance  of  his  mak- 
ing the  remark  to  the  geutlcman  from  Indiana,  at  the 
time,  he  might  distrust  his  own  memory. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  Internal  Improvement  to  a 
third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  affimiativc — 23  to  10. 

M05DAT,  AraiL  14,  1828. 
GRADUATION  QF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  BENTON  mox'ed  to  Uke  up  the  bill  to  graduate 
the  prices  of  public  lands  ;  which  being  agreed  to,  and 
tlie  amendment,  offered  as  a  substitute,  by  Mr.  BAK- 
TON,  being  under  consideration'— 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that,  to  the  two  first  amendments 
he  had  paid  no  attention  in  debate.  They  were  parodies 
of  his  own  bill,  and  good  answers,  as  far  as  they  went,  to 
the  argument^  against  his  bill ;  but  the  third  annendment 
was  a  different  affair.  It  resembled  hi^  bill  in  nothing. 
it  was  a  complex*  unequal,  ^nd  Injurious  measure  ;  and 
be  would  first  read  it  to  the  Senate,  and  then  state  his 
objections  to  it,  point  by  point,  and  clause  by  clause. 

-  The  amendment :  [*«  atrike  out  all  the  first  section, 
alter  the  word  '  prices.'  in  the  8th  line,  and  all  the  se- 
cond section,  and  insert  the  following :"]  *'All  lands  that 
shall  have  been  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  for  the 
term  of  ^ve  years,  at  one  dollai*  per  acre  ;  for  the  term 
often  years,  at  seventy-five  cents  per  acre  {  for  the  term 
of  fifteen  years,  at  fi^ly  cents  per  acre  ;  and  for  the  term 
of  twenty  years,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre." 

Theamendmentbeingread,Mr.  B.saidhe  had  various, 
distinct  and  separate  objections  to  it,  which  he  would 
state  to  the  Senate  with  all  possible  brevity  and  preci- 
sion. 

In  the  first  place,  it  would  fix  a  separate  day  for  eveiy 
separate  tract  of  land  to  come  into  market.  He  proved 
this  by  showing  that  each  individual  tract  was  to  fall  from 
one  price  to  another,  upon  its  own  age,  according  to  the 
length  of  time  which  it  had  been  in  nmrket.  The  pur- 
chaser must  find  out  how  manyyears  each  tract  had  been 
subject  to  entry  at  the  four  different  prices  named ;  and 
this  would  introduce  an  infinite  variety  of  days  for  differ- 
ent tracts  to  be  purchasable  at  different  prices.  Not  only 
districts  and  townships  would  have  different  days,  bat 
even  parts  of  the  same  section  ;  as  all  the  time  that  any 
tract  had  been  out  of  market,  by  previous  sale,  relin- 
quisliment,  or  reservation,  would  have  to  be  deducted, 
and  these  deductions,  added  to  the  original  inequality  of 
proclaiming  the  lands  for  sale,  or  ofiering  them  for  sale 
on  different  days.  The  infinite  number  of  these  dates 
which  would  have  to  be  learned,  and  noted  down,  for  no 
human  memory  could  retain  them,  might  be  gueraed  at 
from  the  fact  that  a  single  million  of  acres  would  present 
fifty  thousand  of  them.  Every  half  quarter  section  would 
have  its  own  cUte,  at  each  successive  reduction  of  price, 
the  number  of  haJf  quarter  sections  in  a  million  of  acres 
was  twelve  thousand  five  hundred,  and  the  number  of  re- 
ductions of  price  would  be  four  to  each  half  quarter  $  by 


consequence,  fiAy  thousand  dates  to  every  million  of 
acres  {  and  the  first  section  of  the  bill  was  applicable  to 
eighty  millions  of  acres  !  The  accjuisitjon  ot  these  innu- 
merable dates,  and  theit  application  to  their  respective 
ranges,  townships,  and  sections,  would  be  impossible  to 
the  body  of  the  people.  Those  only  could  learn  them 
who  could  quit  all  other  business,  abandon  their  homes, 
and  live  at  the  land  offices.  This  would  give  rise  to  Ml 
intermediate  set  of  land  agents^  a  set  of  persons  to  ool- 
Ject  information  of  dates,  and  aAl  that  information  to  the 
people  ;  selling,  perhaps,  the  wrung  date  as  often  as  the 
right  one. 

Mr.  B.  contrasted  this  complicated  and  expensive  ma- 
chinery with  the  simplicity  of  the  bill  drawn  by  himself. 
His  bill  fixed  but  one  day,  and  that  the  same  day  through- 
out  all  the  States  and  Territories^  for  all  tlie  public  lands 
to  fall  from  price  to  price.  IMiat  day  would  be  fixed  in 
the  law,  and  would  be  known  all  over  the  Union.  There 
could  be  no  mistake  or  dispute  about  it  It  was  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next ;  and  the  first  Monday  iif  the 
saine  month,  in  the  second,  fourth,  and  sixth  years  there- 
after. Mr.  B.  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  appreciate 
the  simplicity  of  his  bill,  and  the  complexity,  oppression^ 
and  hardship  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  it.  He  beg- 
ged them  to  save  the  people  from  the  labor  of  learning, 
or  the  expense  of  purchasing  a  knowledge  of  fifty  thou- 
saiid  dates  for  ever>'  million  of  acres  of  public  land,  with 
all  the  chances  of  being  deceived  and  defrauded  by  a  set 
of  intermediate  land  agents. 

In  the  next  place,  he  objected  to  the  deceptive  name 
and  nature  of  the  amendment.  It  professed  to  keep  up 
the  graduating  principle  ;  but  the  profession  was  one 
tiling,  and  the  fact  another.  It  was  the  imitation  of  the 
boatman*  who  looks  one  way  and  rows  the  other.  While 
professing  to  gradoate  the  price  of  the  lands,  the  amend- 
ment, in  point  of  fact,  avoided  all  graduation,  all  regular 
descent  by  degrees,  and  leapt  at  once  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest  price,  from  the  topmost  round  (o  the  bottom 
of  the  ladder.  He  read  the  amendment  over  again,  and 
invoked  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  import  of  its 
peculiar  plmseulogy.  He  pointed  out  the  variations  be- 
tween it  and  his  own  biU,aml  coniinued:  Who  is  so  blind  as 
not  to  see,  that,  under  this  amendment,  if  it  becomes  a 
law,  all  the  land  that  has  been  in  market  twenty  years 
will  be  purchasable  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  the  first 
day  that  the  law  goes  into  effect  ?  and  all  that  has  been 
in  market  fifteen  years  will  be  purchasable  on  the  same 
day  for  fifty  cents  per  acve  ?  The  Senate  had  heard  it  in- 
cessantly objected  to  the  graduation  s)8tem  contained  in 
his  bill,  tliat  it  would  degenerate  into  a  mere  scale  of  de- 
preciation, and  sink  the  price  of  all  lands  in  five  years  to 
twenty-five  cents.  What,  then,  must  be  their  astonish* 
ment  to  see  the  author  of  that  objection  propose  a  plan 
by  which  tlie  price  of  the  same  .land  was  to  be  thrown 
down,  not  in  five  years,  but  in  one  day,  to  the  same  iden- 
tical sum  ?  Mr.  B.  then  exposed  the  mjusticc  of  offering 
lands  which  had  been  in  market  fifleen  or  twenty  years, 
for  less  than  was  demanded  for  those  which  had  been  in 
market  five  t/:*  ten  years.  He  said  that  the  distuiction  was 
fallacious  <  th:4t  difference  in  the  number  of  yvars  which 
different  IhikU  had  been  in  market,  was  no  evidence  of 
difference  in-  their  value,  because  all  were  held  up  at  the 
same  price — all  at  $  1  25  per  acre — all  were  stopped  at 
the  same  value  ;  ami  whetlier  they  had  been  held  one 
year,  or  twenty  years,  at  that  price,  was  immaterial  in  the 
niquiry  into  their  present  value.  The  sales  of  the  whole 
had  been  stopped  at  the  same  point,  and  should  recom- 
mence at  the  bame  point,  and  go  on  together.  Tiie  ohl- 
cst  districts  wouhl  have  land  worth  one  dollar,  and  ae- 
vcnty-five  cents,  and  fifty  ccnis  per  acre,  as  well  aa  the 
newcjit. 

The  third  objection  which  Mr.  B.  took  to  this  proposed 
amendment,  was  on  account  of  its  palpable  partiality  and 
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injustice,  and  the  enormous  injury  it  wu  calculated  to  do 
to  the  States  of  Missouri,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Mis- 
sissippi. The  land  offices  had  been  but  lately  opened  in 
these  States,  and  but  little  of  their  land  would  coro6  into 
market,  at  the  lower  prices,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  to 
come.  The  first  sales  in  Missouri  were  in  1818,  and  but 
little  sold  thent  the  principal  sales  in  Alabamaand  Mississip- 
pi were  made  since  the  Creek  war  \  and  in  Louisiana  no 
land  was  sold  by  the  United  SUtes  before  the  year  1831. 
By  consequence,  no  land  in  these  States  would  be  in 
market,  under  tlie  operation  of  the  amendment,  for  less 
than  one  dollar  or  seventy-five  cents  per  acre  ;  while,  in 
the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  where  the  offices  have 
been  in  operation  since  the  years  1800  and  1804,  and  in 
Illinois,  where  they  have  been  partially  in  operation  since 
1814,  a  great  proportion  of  their  lands  WQuld  be  in  market 
at  once,  at  twenty  five  cents  and  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
The  effect  would  be,  that  a  great  injury  would  be  done 
to  the  four  slave-holding  States  which  he  had  mentioned, 
including  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  which  Mr.  B.  lived  ; 
•and  therefore  coiild  not  agree  to*  the  distinction  proposed. 
He  detested  the  idea  of  making  a  distinction  between  the 
SUtes,  either  founded  upon  their  geographical  position, 
or  the  fact  of  their  holdmg  or  not  holding  slaves.  His 
graduation  bill  made  no  such  distinction.  It  steered  clear 
t>f  all  partiality  and  injustice.  It  put  all  the  new  States 
upon  an  equal  footing.  It  made  the  reduction  of  price 
commence  together  and  go  on  together,  in  each  and 
every  one  of  them.  It  gave  no  advantage  to  the  slave 
estates,  although  the  lands  had  been  lon^r  in  market,  in 
|x»int  of  fact,  and  more  thoroughly  picked  in.  some  of 
these  than  in  any. of  the  non-sl&veliolding  States,  in  Lou- 
isiana and  Missouri,  for  eiample,  where  the  lands  were 
picked  and  culled  under  the  bountiful  dispensations  of 
the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain,  for  half  a  century  before 
a  land  office  was  opened  in  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  di*up  this  objection  without  purauing 
one  step  further  the  consequences  of  tlie  partiality  he 
had  been  deprecating.  He  had  spoken  of  its  effect  upon 
SUtes,  but  we  had  Territories  also  to  be  affected  by  it 
M^e  had  two  Territories  in  the  South,  (Florida  and  Ar- 
kansas,")  which  were  slaveholding  {  and  one  in  the  North 
(Michigan)  which  was  not  In  the  two  Southern  Terri- 
tories the  land  offices  had  been  but  lately  opened,  to  wit: 
in  Arkansas  in  the  year  1821,  and  in  Florida  in  the  yeai* 
1825  ;  and,  in  the  Territory  to  the  North,  an  office  had 
been  established  in  one  of  iu  districts,  to  wit,  at  Detroit, 
in  tlie  year  1804.  All  these  -Territories  were  pressing 
forward  to  the  rank  of  SUtes  ;  and  the  attainment  of  tliat 
rank  would  depend  upon  the^  attainment  of  a  certain 
amount  of  population,  say  forty  thousand  souls.  Great 
political  advantages  were  counted  upon  in  some  quarters 
of  the  Union,  in  running  in  one  of  these  Territories  ahead 
of  the  rest — an  event  to  be  accomplished  by  accelerating 
its  acquisition  of  the  aforesaid  quantum  of  population  \ 
and  it  was  too  obvious  to  need  enforcement,  that  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment  would  have  that  effect  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Territory  of  Michi^n. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saymg  that  Jie  seldom  asked  for. 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  never,  except  in  cases  in  which  he 
believed  thn^  his  constituents  would  wish  to  see  them. 
He  believed  the  vote  on  this  amendment  to  present  one 
of  these  cases  ;  he  would,  therefore,  now  ask  for  them. 

Mr.  BARl'ON  spoke  in  support  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  COBB  expressed  himself  favorable  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  presented  by  Mr.  BENTON.  He 
w  ishcd,  however,  to  amend  that  section,  so  as  to  make 
tiic  terms  of  the  different  graduations  two  years,  and  the 
whole  term  of  the  pUin  ten  ye»rs  instead  of  five. 

Mr  BEN'l  ON  opposed  the  motion  briefly. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  COBB  was  then  apeed  to. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  further  tu  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  second  section,  so  as  to  confine  ttie  system 


of  graduation  to  lands  which  have  already  been  offered 
for  sale.  He  remarked,  that  this  bill  was  to  be  looked 
upon  9s  an   experiment  ;   and   in  such   important  ex- 

Seriments,  the  movemenU  of  Congress  Ought,  to  be  gra- 
ual. 

The  question  being  put « the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  1st  day 
of  July,  .and  insert  in  the  1st  section,  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BARTON,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  tlie  bill,  in 
order  to  insert  a  substitute ;  which  being  put,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS.— Messra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Chandfer,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Knight,  KobbinSp 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Wiley.— 14. 
-  NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Branch, 
Cobb,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  John- 
son, of  Ken.,  Johnston,  of  Lou«  Kane,  King,  McKinley, 
Macon,  Marks,  Noble,  Parris,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Rugbies, 
Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  White,  Williams,  Woodbu- 
ry.—28. 

Mr.  BARTON  withdrew  some  other  amendm^nU  of- 
ferred  by  him. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  amend,  at  the  end  of  the  9ih  line 
of  the  3d  section ;  to  make  the  persons  to  whom  the 
land  shall  be  ceded,  pay  down  five  cents  per  acre* 

Mr.  C  observed,  that  it  was  probably  known,  that  he 
thought  the  United  SUtes  oould  not  give  away  the  pub- 
lic lands.  He  was,  however,  willing  to  put  the  compen- 
sation so  low,  as  to  make  it  merely  nominal. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  lie  did  not  object,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  t)f  the  third 
section  which  restricts  those  persons  to  whom  donations 
are  made,  to  lands  which  have  been  in  market  a  year,  at 
the  price  of  50  cents.  He  said  this  restri<ition  would  be 
oppressive  on  tlie  poorer  class  of  people,  as  he  thought 
they  ought  to  be  aUowed  to  take  a  patent  on  any  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  opposed  the  motion  aa  offering  a 
new  feature  in  the  bill.  Donations  of  land  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  made  until  it  would  not  bring  50  cents. 
The  motion  woidd  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  bill,  and 
introduce  a  principle  not  contemplated  by  its  mover. 
Mr.  T.  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  one  and  insert- 
ing two,  so  as  to  restrict  donations  of  lands  to  such  as 
have  been  in  market  two  years,  at  50  cenU.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTOK  observed,  that  any  change  would  de- 
stroy the  harmony  of  the  bilL  He  opposed  the  motion 
of  Mr.  KING. 

Mr.  KING  sustained  his  motion.  He  did  not  know 
how  it  would  operate  in  the  Western  States.  But  he 
would  place  no  value  on  the  bill,  as  regarded  personst 
in  his  State,  who  could  jriot  purchase  at  50  cents  an  acre, 
if  the  amendment  were  not  adopted. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  suggested,  that  some  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  that,  when  the  refuse  of  Unds  should 
be  ceded  to  the  States,  those  persons  authorized  to  Uke 
lands  by  the  payment  of  5  cenU  per  acre  should  not  en- 
joy the  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  BENTON  mdVed  an  Amendment  in  compliance 
with  the  suggestion  <  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRANCH  •offered  a  proviso,  which  provided  that 
no  State  should  enjoy  tl>e  benefit  of  this  bill,  the  Legis- 
latuie  of  which  State  did  not,  within  two  years  after  its 
passage,  relinquisli  all  right  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  on 
the  sule  of  the  public  lands  \  and,  fuilhcnnore,  agree  to 
make  no  cUim  on  Congrew  for  appropriations  in  aid  of 
Internal  Improvement. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  question  was  divided 
so  as  to  take  the  question  first  on  that  part  of  the  proviso, 
before  the  word  "  furthermore." 

Mr.  RING  conceived  that  the  Legislatures  could  not 
release  the  United  States.  The  two  per  cent*,  was  grant- 
ed by  a  compact  entered  into  by  the  People  in  Conven- 
tion, and  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  could  not  give  up 
the  compact.  Nothing  of  importance  would  be  obtain- 
ed  by  the  States  in  the  refuse  of  land,  while  the  power 
of  the  United  States  to  tax  the  lands,  which  was  felt  in  a 
most  burthensome  manner,  was  still  retained. 
I  Mr..  BRANCH  supported  his  proviso  by  %  few  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  contended  that,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, lands,  after  having  been  reduced  f  o  25  cents  an 
acre,  and  remained  so  one  year,  would  be  worth  nothing. 
He  wsuld  agree  to  the  motion  if  it  went  further,  and 
allowed  the  States  to  collect  tolls  on  improvements  made 
by  them. 

The  first  portion  of  the  proviso  was  then  rejected. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  second  portion  of 
the  proviso  ;  that  the  new  States  should  make  no  claim 
on  the  United  States,  for  Internal  Improvement,  after 
the  ces^on  of  the  refuse  of  the  lands  to  the  States. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  this 
proposition. 

Mr.  M'KINLEY  replied  to  Mr.  Baaxtgh. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said,  he  liked  the  idea  of  the  pro- 
position, but  not  the  manner  in  which  it  was  offered..  It 
would  meet  his  views  if  it  could  be  provided  that  the 
lands  ceded  should  be  applied  for  Internal  ImprorenBent, 
or  any  other  public  purpose ;  he  did  not  care  whether 
for  education  or  Internal  Improvement.  He  thought 
tliat,  if  it  was  not  pointed  out  how  these  lands  should  be 
applied,  it  would  create  confusion  in  the  Legislatures  cf 
the  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked,  that,  if  this  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  as  modified  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  were  adopted,  it  would  be  for  ihe 
States  to  consider  wliether  they  would  take  the  refuse 
on  these  terms.  He  had  intended  to  move  to  print  the 
bill  when  amended ;  and,  as  most  of  the  amendments 
had  now  been  gone  through  with,  he  hoped  it  might  now 
be  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  was  a  very  important  bill, 
and  ought  to  be  well  considered. 

Mr.  ROWAN  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  NOBLE  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposition  to  the 
proviso  offered  by  Mr.  Bkancr.  It  would  be  in  viola- 
tion of  the  compact  between  the  States  and  the  United 
States.  He  did  not  care  how  the  Inw  was  passed  \  the 
States  could  not  violate  the  compact.  If  the  proviso 
was  added,  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands 
would  be  useless.  Bills  were  now  habitually  filled  with 
extraneous  matter,  until  they  were  lost ;  and  offensive 
amendments  were  crammed  down  the  throats  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  West.  If  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table,  it 
would  not  be  by  his  vote.  If  they  were  to  reject  this 
bill,  he  hoped  it  would  be  done  fairly,  and  by  no  indirect 
means.  If  any  thing  was  to  be  done  for  the  West,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  done  freely.  Hitherto,  God  knows, 
they  have  had  difficulty  enough  to  get  the  Government 
to  fulfil  its  obligations. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  he  had  no  further  amendments 
to  offer ;  neither  did  he  wish  to  cram  this  proviso  down 
the  throats  of  the  Western  People. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table, 
and  print  it,  with  the  amendments  $  which  was  agreed  to. 

TuxsDAT,  Apbii.  15,  1828. 
GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
prices  of  the  public  lands  was  again  taken  up. 
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Mr.  COBB  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section,  by  ad- 
ding a  proviso,  in  substance  that  the  cession  of  the  re- 
fuse of  the  lands  should  not  be  made  to  the  States  until 
they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
the  amount  expended  bjr  the  United  States,  in  survey- 
ing the  lands^  &c.  but  withdrew  his  amendment'  tempo- 
rarily. 

Mr.  CHANDLEJl  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  (providing  for  the  cession  of  the  refuse  of 
the  lands.) 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  annex  certain  conditions  to  the  grant  of  the 
refuse  of  the  lands  to  the  States. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  delay  the  motion  to  recommit  until  the  question 
should  he  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cuavolxb* 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  made  the  same  suggestion,  when 
Mr.  BRANCH  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  to  strike  out  part  of  the  4th 
section,  and  substitute  a  provision  that  all  lands  which 
shall  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  35  cents  per  acre,  for 
two  years,  shall  be  ceded  to  the  States,  to  be  appropriat- 
ed to  the  purposes  of  education  and  Internal  Improve- 
ment within  the  States.  [Mr.  TAZEWELL  explained 
his  views  in  oflTering  the  amendment.  He  fought  a 
cession  of  a  krge  quantity  of  lands,  which  might  be  of 
great  value  to  the  States,  would  be  creative  or  evil  e^ 
Kcts  ;  but,  if  the  objects  to  which  they  should  be  appli- 
ed were  pointed  out,  the  grant  would  probably  be  bene- 
ficial.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md., thought  it  ought  to  be  applied  to 
Internal  Improvement  alone.  Education  had  already 
been  provided  for  in  those  States  by  acts  of  Congress. 
He  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  education  and.*^ 

Mr.  RUGGLES  opposed  the  amendment.  He  thought 
that  the  lands  ought  to  be  applied  as  the  States  should 
think  proper.  There  had  been  no  application  on  the 
part  of  any  of  the  States  for  diverting  these  lands  from 
the  objects  to  which  they  were  originally  directed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  also  opposed  Mr.  Taxkwkll's  amend 
ment.  If  a  sale  of  land  was  to  be  made  to  the  States* 
he  thought  we  ought  not  to  impose  conditions. 

Mr.  BENTON  also  spoke  upon  the  amendment,  and 
observed  that  the  States  had  no  denre  to  divert  the  knda 
firom  the  objecta  pointed  out  by  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  made  a  few  remarks,  and  desired 
that  the  amendment  might  be  modified. so  as  to  embrace 
donations  to  actual  settlers. 

Mr.  P:LLIS  made  some  remarks,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Md.  It  was  known,  he  said,  that  the  sixteenth 
sections  were,  in  the  greater  number  of  instances,  unpro- 
ductive. He  wished  that  the  amendment  might  be  so 
modified,  that  the  lands  should- be  disposed  of  under  the 
direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  fhrai 
Maryland. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  said,  that  tlie  amendment  seemed  to 
be  grounded  on  the  suppomtion,  that  the  cession  of  these 
lands  would  cause  electioneering  and  disturbance.  If 
this  was  likely  to  take  place  at  all,  it  would  be  increased 
by  the  number  of  objects  to  which  it  was  applied.  There 
would  be  a  P&rty  in  favor  of  each,  of  the  several  objects, 
and  the  strife  would  be,  which  could  obtain  the  largest 
share  of  the  lands.  He  conndfered  that' Internal  Improve* 
ment  was  the  most  important  object,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
condition  of  the  cession  would  be  confined' to  that  object. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  said,  his  ?iews  were  entirely  mfet 
by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  first  up  ftom  Alabama, 
[Mr.  McKiHMT.]  He  argues  that  the  diflTerent  objecta 
would  cause  continued  electioneering  and  dissension. 
As  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Misossippi,  if 
the  sixteenth  sections  are  as  poor  as  he  representa  them, 
let  us  give  them  better  sections. 
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Mr.  ELLIS  said,  that  the  difficulty  apprehended  by 
the  gentlemen  from  Maryland  and  Alabama  might  be 
prevented,  by  pointing  out  in  the  bill,  that  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  lands  be  applied  to  each  object.  His 
jiutement  as  to  the  wqrthlessness  of  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tions was  corroborated  by  a  bill  which  had  been  intro* 
doced  on  a  former  day  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
and  which  had  been  rejected. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  he  could  not  vote  for  a  cession  of 
)^nd  tQ  the  States,  without  some  nominal  consideration. 
He  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  these  donations  of 
land  were  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  TYLER  expressed  the  same  objection.  He  ob 
.aerved,  that,  in  the  expectation  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  hereafter  offer  an  amendment,  which 
should  require,  at  least,  a  show  of  consideration  for  the 
ceded  lands,  he  had  no  scruple  t6  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  his  colleague. 

Mr.  NOBLE  considered  the  cession  of  lands  a  differ- 
ent substantive  question  from  the  g^cluation  of  the 
prices  of  public  lands.  He  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
and  asked  whether  these  lands  were  to  be  ceded  to  the 
States,  and  confined  to  education  and  Internal  Improve- 
ment, and  the  cession  act  of  Virginia  made  null  and 
void  ?  tie  complained  that  the  bill  had  been  clogged 
and  obstructed  on  every  occasion  on  which  it  had  been 
brought  forward.  This  bil],and  jthe  objects  which  had  been 
drawn  into  it,  were  distinct  matters,  having  no  analogy. 

The  amendment  offored  by  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  to 
the  amendment,  was  then  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mn  TAZEWEIX,  to  strike  out  and  in- 
aert,  the  yeas  and  najs  were  demanded  by  Mr. BRANCH, 
and  having  been  ordered,  Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  a 
^vision  of  the  question,  and  the  vote  on  atriking  out  be- 
n^g  first  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  MACON  wished  to  make  a  motion  in  relation  to 
the  bill.  It  was  one  of  great  importance.  He  was  in 
fiivor  of  the  first  section,  as  he  thought  the  graduation 
.experiment  ouglvt  to  be  tried,  and  would,  if  it  was  in 
order,  move  to  strike  out  all  but  that  section. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  motion  would  not  now  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  an  explanation  of  Mr.  Tazxwslx,  as 
to  the  object  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  explained  in  very  near  the  words 
of  his  fbrmer  remarks.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  T^xbwxll,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  Uien  renewed  his  motion  to  amend,  (to 
make  the  cession  only  after  the  expense  of  surveying  bad 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury.) 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  BARTON,  who 
maved  to  strike  out  the  restriction  to  no  smaller  portion 
than  one  quarter  section  ^  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of  the  bill ) 
but  thought  it  better  to  drop  the  cession  clause  altoge- 
ther. Xt  was  not  necessary'  to  act  upon  that  part  for  se- 
veral years.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
wpuld  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  COBB  assented,  if  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
■hould  desire  it. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  could  not  be  withdrawn,  as  it  had 
been  amended,  without  unanimous  consent. 

Vr.  BENTON  said,  that,  as- the  cession  clause  seemed 
to  produce  much  difficulty,  he  would  acquiesce  in  the 
withdrawal  of  that  portion  of  tlie  bill,  as  it  could  be 
acted  upon  at  a  future  period. 

Mr.  NOBLE  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  fiivor  of 
the  cession  qf  the  lands. 

Mr.  COBB  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend,  by  unani- 
mous consent  i  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Chjlvdub,  to  strike  out  the  4th  section,  it 
waa  agreed  to. 


Mr.  MACON  moved  to  amend  the  9th  line  of  the  2d 
section,  so  as  to  allow  no  heads  of  family  to  enjoy  pre- 
emption rights,  until  the  lands  had  been  offered  two 
years  at  25  cents  (instead  of  fifty  cents.) 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  the  reason  for  fixing  this  pre- 
emption, at  the  beginning,  of  the  graduation  of  25  cents, 
was  because  it  would  tempt  those  who  were  able  to  pur- 
chase, to  pay  for  it  at  50  cents. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  donation 
of  lands  to  actual  settlers,  which  he  thought  a  very  im- 
portant feature  of  the  bilL  He  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
act  fully  upon  it  at  present.  But  on  some  points  he  was 
free  to  speak.  He  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  drive 
actual  settlers  to  the  refuse  of  the  lands.  If  they  were 
young  men,  and  vahiable  citizens,  what  was  given  to 
them  ought  to  be  good.  He  also  did  not  think  tliat  an 
equivalent  would  be  gained  by  5  cents  an  acre  ?  allow- 
ing settlers  to  live  on  the  lands  and  destroy  the  timber 
during  four  or  five  years,  and  to  go  away  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  He  thought  this  would  be  cheap  living  for 
four  or  five  years.  His  idea  was  that  the  price  should  be 
fixed  at  SO  or  40  per  cent,  to  actual  settlers,  and  should 
be  worth  the  money  in  comparison  to  tlie  sales  of  lands, 
or  he  should  think  the  better  plan  would  be  to  restrain 
donations  until  the  land  fell  to  the  price  of  25  cents. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  he  wab  pleased  with  the  plan 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  but  lie  thought  it  ought 
to  extend  farther.  He  would  wish  to  have  the  arrange- 
ment something  like  this :  While  the  lands  are  at  the 
highest  minimum,  one  dollar,  allow  actual  settlers  to  have 
the  pre-emption  right  at  75  cents ;  when  they  were  at  75 
cents,  allow  actual  settlers  to  enter  them  at  50  cents ; 
and  so  on  down  to  the  lowest.  This,  he  thought,  would 
be  productive  of  a  good  effect,  as  it  would  be  a  contin- 
ued encouragemetit  to  actual  settlers,  and  p^ve  them  an 
advantage  over  other  purchasers.  Witli  this  opinion,  he 
should  vote  against  tne  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina ;  and  he  threw  out  the  suggestion  to  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri* 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  was  highly  plessed  with 
the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  siiould  wish 
time  to  act  upon  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Weditesoat,  April  16,  1828. 
GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
price  of  public  lands  was  taken  up ;  and  the  motion 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Macoh  having  been  with- 
drawn- 
Mr.   TAZEWELL   offered   an  amendment,   nnaking 
provision  that,  while  the  lands  should  be  ofiftrred  at  one 
dollar,  actual  aettlers  should  be  allowed  the  right  of 
pre-emption  at  aeventy-five  cents «  that,  when  at  seventy- 
five  cents,  actual  settlers  should  be  allowed  that  right  at 
fifty  cents  ;  and,  when  at  fifty  cents,  pre-emption  right 
should  be  enjoyed  by  actual  settlers  at  twenty-five  cents. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  bill  was  then 
laid  upon  the  table. 

INDIAN  EMIGRATION. 
The  bill  making  appropriation  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  a  delegation  of  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations 
of  Indians  to  examine  and  survey  lands  West  of  the  Missis- 
sippi was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  went  into  the  merits  of  this  subject  at 
length,  showing  that  safe  policy  as  well  as  humanity  dic- 
tated the  measure.  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  particular- 
ly, but  some  others  also  had  on  their  borders  a  numerous 
Indian  population,  always  ready  for  depredations,  and  in 
the  event  of  foreign  war,  might  be  induced  to  act  against 
those  States.     It  was  a  great  object,  he  thought,  to  have 
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these  Indians  remo%*ed :  It  was  no  less  desirable  for  the  In- 
dians  themselves  than  for  States  within  which  they  i-esided. 

Mr.  COBB  thnugrht.the  remarks  of  the  i^entleman  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Besttojt]  with  the  force  of  which  he  was 
particularly  struck,  applied  as  well  lo  the  Creeks  and 
Clierokees,  as  to  t  j^e  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  \  but  he 
did  not  find  that  they  were  contemplated  in  the  bill  ?  he 
would,  therefore,  move  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting 
the  words  «*  Creeks  and  Cherokees,"  after  the  word 
Chickasaws,  so  as  to  make  it  read  •*  a  delegation  of  Choc- 
taws, Chickasaws,  Creeks,  and  Cherokees." 

Mr.  ELLIS  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  tlie 
Creeks  and  Cherokees  were  desirous  of  remaining  where 
they  were,  and  had  nM  asked  to  be  removed.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  be  withdrawn,  or  at  least  not  press- 
ed upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  oF  Kentucky,  said,  I  feel  a  deep  inter- 
est in  every  measure  which  involves  directly  or  indirectly 
the  happiness  arid  prosperity  of  our  red  brothers  of  the 
forest.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  we  are  under  the 
most  solemn  obligations  to  the  trtbes  within  our  jurisdic 
tion,  and  we  should  seek  every  opportunity  faithfully  to 
discharge  them — we  should  seek  every  opportimity  to 
advance  their  condition,  and  place  them  as  near  as  we 
possibly  could  upon  an  equality  with  the  People  of  tlie 
United  States  ;  when  enlightened  they  are  worthy  of 
those  high  privileges.  The  bill  under  discussion  proposes 
to  appropriate  and  set  apart  a  certain  sum  of  money,  to 
enable  the  President  to  appoint  agents  to  conduct  a  small 
number  of  the  chiefs,  or  other  influential  men  of  these  na- 
tions, to  a  n^w  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  exa- 
mine it  for  themselves,  and  to  bring  back  to  the  various 
tiibes  a  correct  account  of  all  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  the  situation.  The  appropriation  in  the  bill 
is  confined  to  the  two  Southern  tribes,  the  Chickasaws 
and  Choctaws  alone.  Why  should  the  provision  be  limit- 
ed >  It  was  said  that  we  had  received  information  from 
those  two  tribes  that  they  were  willing  to  examine  this 
country  to  which  the  Government  has  invited  them. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  provision  will  be  made  general — 
let  the  same  offer  be  made  to  all  within  our  limits— the 
expense  would  be  very  little  increased.  It  wotild  con- 
sist only  in  the  rations  which  would  be  necessary  for  a 
few  more  individuals.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Rev'd 
Mr.  McCoy  has  been  attending  Congress  during  a  part  of 
this  session  for  the  express  object  of  extending  this  same 
privilege  to  ihe  Pattawattamies  and  other  tribes  to  the 
North.  Let  the  provision  be  general  and  ample,  that  all 
who  accompany  this  exploring^  expedition  shall  have 
every  comfort,  and  treated  in  the  best  manner.  1  am 
very  happy  that  the  measure  has  been  introduced  into 
the  Senate,  as  it  has  this  great  advantage  in  it— this  noble 
but  unfortunate  race  oC  people  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  exploring  this  new  country  at  our  expense,  and  with- 
out being  under  any  compulsion  to  remove  or  not  to  re- 
move ;  that  point  they  reserve  for  themselves  to  settle 
when  they  have  returned  to  the  bosom  of  tl.eir  tribes. 
This  course  of  conduct  is  magnanimous  and  honorable. 
It  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  mean 
or  intend  to  use  coercive  measures  to  force  them  to  any 
thing.  Such  a  policy  would  be  a  violation  of  our  duty  to 
God  and  to  man  ;  but  it  is  equally  our  duty  to  give  them 
our  opinion,  as  friends  and  brothers,  and  hold  out  every 
rational  inducement  for  them  to  do  what  is  most  likely  to 
make  them  a  liappy  and  a  prosperous  people ;  and  when 
we  have  d»ne  this,  and  we  have  given  them  every  op- 
portunity of  judging,  let  them  decide  upon  their  own 
-desliny,  .is  becomes  Irigh-minded  men.  We  are  powerful, 
they  are  weak  ;  this  is  an  additional  reason  why  we  should 
treat  them  as  brothers,  and  extend  to  them  every  comfort 
and  every  advantage  in  our  power.  The  Northern  tribes 
are  yef  involved  in  mental  darkness  \  the  Southern  tribes 
are  m  a  better  condition  j  they  arc  considerably  advanced 


In  learning,  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  in  civilization. 
The  present  system  of  education  for  their  childftn,  wiK 
toon  qualify  them  for  a  happy««e]fgovernment,  under  th6 
fostering  protection  of  the  United  States.  Such  a  peo- 
ple would  be  able  to  judge  what  was  best  for  them  to  do. 
Among  the  Choctaws,;that  nation  which  has  always  been' 
friendly  to  us,  I  am  acquainted  with  some  distinguished 
men  who  would  do  honor  to  any  country.  As  to  the  plan 
of  emigration,  my  opinion  is^  that  many  will  embrace  it, 
many  will  not— all  will  not  sUy,  all  Will  not  ^.  It  is  na- 
tural for  some  to  wish  to  inhabit  the  conntry  of  thcii'  an- 
cestors, and  bury  their  bones  with  their  kindred — and  in 
others  there  will  be  a  strong  dbposition  to  change  poai- 
tions,  with  a  hope  of  a  better  condition.  These  disposi- 
tioAs^tre  the  same  in  the  bosom  of  the  white  man  as  the 
red  man.  VTe  shall  discharge  our  duty  by  making  this 
provision,  by  which  the  opportunity  is  given  to  aH.  If 
tribes,  or  parts  of  tribes,  should  accept  your  invitation, 
after  the  country  has  been  examined,  let  it  be  understood 
that  we  will  guarantee  their  peace  and  security,  their 
freedom  and  independence.  As  to  those  who  may  re- 
main within  the  limits  of  the  States,  and  who  are  unwil- 
Rng  to  emigrate,  let  us  act  with  tenderness  towards  theroj 
let  moderation  distinguish  every  measure  w^tii^  to  their 
situation,  and  let  our  promises  to  them  be  faithfttUy  exc*. 
cuted.  Time  alone  could  ultimately  decide  or  solte  file 
problem  of  their  destiny,  and  finally  it  would  be  sel^ 
cvidei>t  what  would  be  best  for  them  and  be«  for  us.  I 
am  not  unwilling  to  leave  it  to  Providenee  ;  this  coune 
of  conduct  on  our  part  will  gain  their  confidence  and 
their  affections.  He  felt  persuaded  that  a  meamire  so  hu- 
mane and  so  liberal  could  not  meet  with  any  serious  op- 
position, and  he  would  not,  therefore,  trespass  longer  on 
the  patience  of  the  Senate  by  offenng  any  further  re- 
marks. ^. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  would  by  no  means  consent  to  with- 
draw the  amendment  he  had  offered.  The  General  Go- 
vernment  was  bound  by  solemn  'compact  to  remove  the 
Indians  from  the  Stale  of  Georgia.  Frequent  opportunl. 
ties  had  occurred  of  so  doing.  He  could  show  from  dif- 
ferent occasions,  where  the  Goveroment  might  have  im- 
proved  these  opportunities  for  effectin|[  an  object  so  de- 
sirable to  Georgia,  but  from  policy,  or  interest,  or  some 
such  motive,  she  had  neglected  to  do  that  which  justice 
to  the  State  required  should  be  done.  Geor|;ia  had  paid 
to  the  General  Government  an  immense  consideration  for 
it,  which  had  made  her  poor ;  and,  if  the  Govemment 
had  neglected  or  refused  to  comply  with  its  compact,  it? 
would  show  that  she  did  not  feel  herself  too  closely  pinch- 
ed by  the  obligations  which  she  entered  into.  Instead' 
of  withdrawing  his  amendment,  he  Would  prefer  to 
change  the  whole  phraseology  of  the  bill,  so  a*  to  place 
sufficient  money  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  to  enable 
h'lm  to  hold  treaties,  send  out  exploring  partjes,  and  adopt 
all  other  means  in  his  power,  consistent  with  nght,  to  in- 
duce all  the  Indians  to  remove.  He  did  not  feel  dinoa- 
ed  to  give  his  vote  to  remove  any  tribe  ortribea  of  In- 
dians, until  the  removal  of  those  in  Georgjla  Were  first 
provided  for.  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  had  neariy 
all  their  Indians  removed  ;  and,  he  believed,  in  the  whol^ 
S'cate  of  Ohio,  there  were  not  more  than  five  hundred  of 
that  species  of  population;  and  yet  these  States  had  come 
into  the  Union  lohg  since  the  compact  with  Geoi^  had 
been  entered  into.  What  impression  such  proceedings 
made  upon  the  minds  of  Senators,  he  Vould  not  pretend 
to  say  ;  but  he  eouki  assure  gentlemen  they  made  a  very 
deep  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  0«^1^- 

Mr.  BRANCH  inquired  if  there  were  not  aK^nta  al- 
ready  employed  in  conducting  an  explonng  party  for 

the  Creeks?  ,^.  ^  .,  *  *w 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  at  this 
time  to  enter  into  any  examination  of  the  ntfhte  of  Qeor- 
gia,  as  connected  with  the  subject  before  them ;  but  he 
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tgKed  perfectly.with  the  gentleman  from  that  State  [Mr. 
Cobb]  that  more  might  have  been  done  towards  effecting 
the  object,  than  had  been.  However,  he  would  not  now 
discuss  that  motion.  The  object  of  the  bill  before  them 
was  merely  to  make  a  small  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
6t  enabling  the  chiefs  of  the  Clioctaws  and  Chickasaws, 
to>xplore  a  certain  portion  of  country  to  which  they 
might  remove,  if  they  were  pleased  with  it.  In  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Brakch]  he 
could  state  that  an  exploring  party,  under  CoL  Brearly, 
bad  gone  out,  and  some  of  the  Creeks  had  also  gone  ; 
but  they  were  such  only  as  had  been  of  the  Mcintosh 
party.  The  party  opposed  to  Mcintosh,  that  now  wislied 
to  explore,  would  prefer  examining  for  themselves,  and 
he  presumed  had  no  disposition  to  settle  in  a  place  chosen 
by  their  enemies.  So  tar  as  regsrded  the  Cnerokees,  he 
doubted  whether  they  were  waling  to  go,  and  he  dis- 
claimed any  wish  to  coerce  any  of  them  ;  but  he  felt  sorry 
they  had  not  before  removed,  as  they  would  now  have 
been  in  a  comfortable  situation,  where  the  means  of  sup- 
plying their  wants  would  have  been  abundant,  while 
at  present  their  situation  was  far  from  enviable,  being 
obhged  to  subnst,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  roots.  It 
had  been  urged  as  a  reason  why  they  should  not  remove, 
that  In  the  woods  they  would  lose  their  civilization,  and 
become  wikL  He  bad  seen  sufficient  to  convince  him, 
that  the  wild  Indian  of  the  woods  had  more  nobleness  of 
character  than  the  half-civiUzed  Indian,  who,  for  the  most 
part,  contract  the  vices  of  the  lower  classes  of  whites, 
and  became  drunken  and  theivish,  and  were  as  unfit  for 
the  duties  appertaining  to  civilized  life,  as  tliey  were  for 
that  couiage  and  enterprize  which  distinguished  the  true 
Indian. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  COBB  was  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  insetting  alter  the  word  Cherokees, 
**  and  such  otiier  Indian  tribes  as  ma^  be  disposed  to 
remove  west  of  the  Mississippi."  Which  being  agreed 
IQ— 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  insert  after  the  words  United 
States^  "and  without  the  limits  of  the  States  or  Terri- 
tories t'*  which  was  agreed  to.  Several  other  amend- 
ments were  proposed. 

Mr.  NOBLE  addreased  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  and 
reflected  pretty  severely  upon  the  affency  system  which 
bad  been  pursued.  He  instanced  tlie  removal  of  the 
affency  at  Fort  Wayne,  which  had  been  carried  to  a  spot 
Off  land  belonging  to  the  agent,  and  spoke  of  abuses 
which  he  w*:thed  obviated.  Sixteen  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature had  signed  a  paper  asldng  its  removal,  it  was  true, 
but  that  was  but  a  small  portion.  He  had  in  his  posses- 
sion letters  on  the  subject ;  and  be  meant,  in  a  few  days, 
to  off*er  a  resolution,  calling  on  the  Department  for  the 
correspondence  connected  with  this  subject.  He  could 
not  suffer  matters  of  that  kind  to  pass  tub  Hlmtio.  While 
he  had  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  should  discharge  his  duty, 
and  look  to  the  rights  of  the  whole  people  of  lUs  State, 
without  sailing  in  the  wake  of  any  party,  and  neither  for 
friend  or  foe  would  he  shrink  fVom  fulfilling  what  he  con- 
ceived due  to  right. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of 
$  15,000  f  which  being  acceded  to,  the  bill  was  reported 
«s  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

TuvmsDAT,  ArRiL  17,  1828. 
ARRANGEMENT  OF  SEATS. 
Mr.  SMITU,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  take  up  a  re. 
Sf^ution  offered  by  him  a  few  days  since,  in  relation  to 
changing  the  seats  of  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  VAN  BUllEN  suggested  that  the  resolution  had 
better  be  postponed  to  a  later  period  of  the  sesnon,  as 
the  aheration  could  not  probably  be  made  this  year. 


Mr.  SMITH,  of  Soutli  Carolina,  did  not  accede  to  the 
suggestion,  and  the  resolution  was  considered.  On  tlie 
question  of  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  Mr.  SMITU^  of 
South  Carolina,  went  into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  the  present  situation  of  the  seats,  and  the 
imppssibility  of  hearing  the  remarks  of  Senators.  If  it 
was  not  necessary  to  hear  and  be  heard,  the  present  plan 
might  be  retained ;  but  if  it  was  desirable  to  act  under- 
standingly  on  the  business  of  the  Senate,  the  former  plan 
ought  to  be  restored.  In  the  few  remarks  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Johhstoh}  this  morning, 
he,'  Mr.  S.,  could  hear  but  now  and  then  a  word. 
Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  change. 
Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that  there  n^ight  be  inconve- 
nience in  the  present  arrangement,  but  the  plan  had  not 
been  adopted  without  good  cause.  He  stated  the  incon- 
veniences of  tiie  former  arrangement,  and  suggested  that 
the  better  course  would  be  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
conmder  and  repoit  what  change  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
seats. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  change,  re- 
marking that  his  position  under  the  present  arrangement 
was  fkr  better  than  that  which  he  had  formerly  occupied. 
If  he  voted  for  the  proposition,  he  should  give  up  his  own 
convenience  to  oblige  others.  He  thought  it  would  be 
admitted  that  it  was  better  for  the  President  not  to  sit  op- 
posite the  centre  door,  at  which  strangers  were  continu- 
ally entering  ;  and  that  he  must  have  been  inconvenien- 
ced by  the  talking  of  Senators  in  the  lobby,  behind  his' 
former  seat,  which  could  not  but  have  interrupted  busi- 
ness. He  was  willing  to  vote  for  referring  this  motion  to 
a  committee  of  three,  who  could  report  whether  an  alter- 
ation was  expedient 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the  genUe- 
man  from  New  York  seemed  to  think  that  there  had  nut 
been  sufficient  experience  of  tiie  present  plan,  lie,  Mr. 
S.,  recollected  that,  when  the  plan  was  changed,  it  was 
said  that  it  could  be  tried,  and,  if  it  was  not  approved,  it 
could  be  turned  back.  In  the  present  position,  neither 
the  Chair  or  the  Secretary  could  be  heard  by  more  than 
lialf  the  members.  Senators  had  also  now  got  a  habit  of 
turning  round  from  the  Chair'  to  address  those  behind 
them,  and  if  they  did  not  do  it,  they  could  not  be  heard 
by  those  so  situated.  As  to  the  passsjge  which  it  bad 
been  said  had  caused  so  much  inconvenience  to  tiie  Pre- 
mdent,  it  could  not  be  so  annoying  as  to  have  the  door 
slapping  every  moment  close  belund  his  chair.  That 
passage  ha4»  since  the  change,  become  a  thorougfare, 
and  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  great  national  road, 
where  persons  were  continually  passing  ;  and  he  thouglit 
there  would  not  be  a  hundredth  pait  of  the  confusion 
there,  if  the  President's  seat  were  restored,  that  there  was 
at  present. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryhind,  said,  that  when  he  address- 
ed  the  Chair,  he  could  not  be  heard  by  Uiose  behind  him. 
He  had,  however,  found  out  the  other  day  that  tlicre  was 
a  secret  in  this  matter.  He  observed  that  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  M'sbstir]  turned  rou!)d  and  ad- 
dressed those  in  the  rear  ;  and  he  had  imitated  the  ex- 
ample, but  found  it  very  awkward,  and  th..:  he  was 
obliged  to  turn  to  address  the  Chair  occasionally.  The 
arrangement  was  inconvenient,  and  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable to  change  it 

Mr.  BENTON  said  a  few  words,  but  in  an  uncommc^n- 
ly  low  tone.  He  was  understood  to  say  that  he  was  in 
nvor  of  the  present  arrangement,  because  the  Chair  was 
better  accommodated  by  it. 

The  PRESIDKNT  said,  that,  us  allusion  hiftl  been 
made  to  the  Chair,  he  desired  that  this  question  might  be 
decided  without  regard  to  his  convenience.  It  was  true, 
that,  as  the  scats  were  formerly  arranged,  the  Chair  had 
great  difficulty  in  hearing  the  Senators  whose  seats  were 
at  the  two  extremities  ofthe  chamber ;  and  that  Uie  Ulk- 
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ing  in  the  passage,  behind  the  Chair,  caused  some  dis* 
ttirbance  and  interruption  of  the  business. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  supported  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  objected  to  the  restor- 
ation of  the  former  plan,  although  he  admitted  that  there 
were  inconveniences  in  the  present  arrangement.  He 
hoped  a  committee  would  be  appointed  to  consult  upon, 
and  report  what  change  was  requisite. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  desired  the  question  now  to  be  put  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolution.  A  division  being  made»  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  20,  noes  21. 

GRADUATION  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
prices  of  public  lands  was  taken  up  ;  the  question  being 
upon  the  amendment,   offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Txzk- 

WSLL. 

Mr.  MACON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing «  when  thirty  days  shall  have  elapsed,"  afler  the  land 
shall  have  fallen  to  the  graduation  at  whiclv  it  may  be  at 
the  time  of  entering  the  lands  for  actual  settlement. 

Mr.  BRANCH  spuke  against  the  amendment  s  which 
was  then  ag^ed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  offered  a  proviso,  that  the  patent  should 
not  be  issued  except  to  the  actual  settler  or  his  heirs. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  thought  this  principle  was  to  be 
found  in  his  amendment,  and  that  there  was  no  need  of 
the  proviso.  He  iiad  no  objection  to  it,  however,  if  it 
was  thought  necessary  by  an^  gentleman. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  himself  in 
favor  of  the  proviso ;  which  was  then  adopted. 

The  question  being  put  on  striking  out  the  3d  section, 
and  inserting  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tasswell,  as 
amended  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  BRANCH,  Mr.  BARTON  made  a  few 
remarks,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MACON,  the  question 
was  divided,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  opposed  the  striking  out,  but  ob- 
served, that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  should  vote  for 
inserting.  His  reason  was,  that,  although  he  was  desir- 
ous of  adopting  the  amendment,  yet,  if  the  present  sec- 
tion were  struck  out,  and  the  substitute  not  adopted,  the 
entire  provision  would  be  lost.  He  had  rather  retain  the 
section,  if  the  amendment  should  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  hoped  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
would  withdraw  the  motion,  for  the  same  reason  given  by 
Mr.  IIendricks.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
but  had  rather  retain  the  present  section,  than  run  any 
risk  of  losing  both. 

Mr.  MACON  would  withdraw  it,  if  he  were  not  in  the 
same  situation  as  the  two  gentlemen.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  first  section,  but  not  of  the  other  parts  of  the  bill. 
His  niotion  contemplated  the  striking  out  of  the  section 
altogether. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  Suggested  that  the  difliculty  would  be 
remedied  by  the  gfentleman  from  Virginia  retaining  part 
of  the  original  section,  and  moving  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said,  that  he  was  surprised  at  the 
objections  offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Indiana  and 
Alabama.  If  the  Senate  were  disposed  to  reject  the  sec- 
tion altogether,  it  could  be  done,  on  a  vote  upon  a  mo- 
tion to  strike  out,  at  any  time.  He  did  not  perceive  that 
there  could  be  any  such  objection  as  that  urged  by  those 
gentlemen. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  on  this  subje<:t,  by 
Messrs.  COBB,  CHANDLER,  and  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  re- 
tain part  of  the  original  section. 

And  the  question  being  then  put  on  striking  out,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


The  question  then  occurred  on  inserting  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Bftr.  Txzbwxll  $  which  was  Voided 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  section,  the  purport  of  whidi  was  that  no  land  shoul4j< 
be  brought  into  market  in  any  State  operated  on  by  this' 
bill,  until  further  directed  by  Congress. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  supported  his  amendment,  on  the 
supposition  that  too  much  land  might  be  brought  into 
market  at  a  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  would  barely  remark  that  it 
was  now  in  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  Uniled 
Stated  to  bring  the  land  into  market  as  he  saw  fit.  He 
moved  that  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  i 
which  was  sustained. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  in  case  this  amendment  was 
adopted,  it  would  operate  so  Uiat  no  land  would  be 
brought  into  market  m  Indiana  until  all  tliat  in  Ohio  was 
disposed  of,  and  so  on.  This  would  have  an  unjust  ope* 
ration. 

The  motion  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  CHAND- 
LER, NOBLE,  PARUIS,  and  BERRIEN  )  when  the 
question  being  put  on  the  amendment,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  on  being  called,  said 
he  had  not  heard  the  motion,  and  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  two, 
and  inserting  five,  so  as  to  make  the  periods  of  gradua- 
ticji  five  years  instead  of  two. 

Mr.  COBB  suggested  that  the  motion  was  out  of  order, 
the  same  point  having  been  amended  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  out  of  order ;  the 
amendment  might  be  offered  in  the  Senate. 

The  hill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  ;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  read,  on  the  motion  to  change 
the  periods  of  graduation  from  one  to  two  years — 

Mr.  WEBSTER  siid,  that  there  was  one  part  of  this 
subject  which  was  of  great  magnitude,  and  ought  to  be 
carefully  examined.  He  alUided  to  the  terms  of  gradua- 
tion. The  bill  proposed  that  all  lands  ttiat  shall  have  been 
in  market  two  years,  should  be  brought  into  market  at 
one  dollar  the  acre.  There  were  somewhere  about  eighty 
millions  of  acres  of  bnd  that  had  been  in  il^  market  for 
many  years.  And  this  bill  made  no  distinction  between 
lands  that  have  been  in  market  twenty  years,  and  those 
that  have  been  offered  for  sale  only  two  years.  He 
thought  the  supply  of  land  would  be  altogether  too  large. 
It  was  generally  thought  that,  even  now,  the  market  was 
overstocked,  and  that  for  the  last  forty  years  there  liad 
been  double  the  quantity  on  sale  that' was  rec^uired. 
lliis,  he  thought,  was  proof  enough  tiiat  this  bdl  pro-  . 
posed  to  go  too  largely  into  the  matter.  He  thought 
there  ought  to  be  some  limitation  ;  and  it  occurred  to 
him  that,  to  fix  it  to  all  the  lands  that  had  been  offered 
for  sale  for  ten  years,  would  be  a  more  satisfactory  pro- 
vUion.  An  amendment  of  that  kind  would  excludes 
great  quantity  of  land  from  the  operation  of  the  bill, 
would  still  include  sufficient,  and  suffer  all  the  old  land 
officers  to  wind  up  their  accounts.  He  thought  two  years 
loo  short  a  period  for  the  next  reduction  ;  but  sucii  a  li- 
mitation  would  lessen  his  objections  to  it — and  it  would 
be  far  better  tlian  to  have  such  a  mass  of  land  thrown  at 
once  into  the  market  It  could  not  be  doubted  that  land 
would  come  down  to  twenty-five  cents  mucli  si>oner  than 
the  population  would  require  it.  This,  to  Mr.  W.,  was 
obvious,  that  the  graduation  of  the  prices  would  bring  it 
down  to  twenty-five  cents  vastly  sooner  than  the  people 
would  want  it.  He  was  in  fiivor  of  the  graduation  system ; 
but  he  thought  the  effect  of  it  would  be,  if  it  went  into 
operation  as  detailed  in  this  bill,  to  throw  the  lands  into 
the  hands  of  people  who  will  hold  it,  as  the  United  States 
do  DOW,  for  want  of  purchasers.     He  was  in  favor  of  mak- 
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inp  the  iyMem  apply  on  lands  that  had  been  ten  yean  in 
the  maftet ;  but  as  it  wm  not  in  ord«rr  now  to  move  an 
amendment  to  that  effect,  he  would  defer  it  until  it  should 
be  proper. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts on  his  right,  [Mr.  Webstkr.]  He  said  he  would 
shew  to  the  Senate,  by  a  statement  of  dates,  that  the 
term  often  years,  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, would  give  the  benefits  of  the  |2^duation  bill  to 
the  new  States  and  Territory  north  of  Ohio,  as  soon  as  it 
passed,  but  would  exclude  all  the  other  new  States  and 
Territories  from  its  benefits,  lie  would  begin  with  Mis- 
souri. Her  first  bmd  office  was  opened  in  1818,  and  very 
little  land  was  then  sold  :  by  consequence,  a  provision  re- 
quiring the  lands  to  have  been  ten  years  in  market  before 
this  bill  should  operate  upon  them,  would  exclude  all 
the  lands  in  that  State.  Alabama  would  be  in  the  same 
predicament.  The  body  of  that  State  was  conquered 
from  the  Indians  during  the  late  war ;  the  land  offices 
opened  there  about  the  same  time  as  in  Missouri  ;  and, 
consequently,  she  would  be  cut  out  of  the  benefits  of  the 
bill.  The  fate  of  Louisiana  would  be  still  worse  ;  her 
first  land  office  was  opened  in  1821.  She  would  not  have 
one  acre  to  sell  under  the  provision  suggested  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachusetts.  The  State  of  Mississippi  would 
have  but  little  to  sell,  as  her  principal  land  offices  were 
opened  about  the  year  1818.  This  statement  of  dates, 
said  Mr.  B.,  will  shew  that  the  four  slaveholding  States 
which  I  have  mentione<l,  would  be  excluded  entirely 
from  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  Now  for  its  application  to 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  :  l*he  land  offices  in  those 
three  Slates  were  first  opened  in  1800  and  1804 ;  by  con- 
sequence, they  would  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  bill,  even 
with  the  gentleman's  ten  years  provision.  With  respect 
to  the  Territories,  it  would  be  still  more  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  Southern  ones.  Doth  Florida  and  Arkansas  have 
had  their  land  oflSces  opened  within  the  ten  vears,  and 
would  be  shut  out  from  the  benefits  of  the  bill ;  Michi- 
gmn,  on  the  contrar}%  has  bad  offices  opened  since  1804, 
and  would  derive  the  full  advantage  of  it.  The  effect  of 
this  upon  the  future  destiny  of  these  Territories  was  too 
palpable  for  comment.  Mr.  B.  sat  down  with  sayings 
that,  so  fur  as  his  vote  or  voice  could  go,  he  would  sink 
this  bill,  or  any  bill,  which  either  in  words  or  in  effect, 
should  be.  unequal  as  to  the  slaveholding  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  this  Union. 

Mr.  WEBSTEIl  said,  that  his  motion  would  illustrate 
liis  desire  to  limit  the  large  amount  of  land  whicli  would 
be  brought  at  once  into  the  market.  He  intended  to 
make  no  distinction  between  the  States.  He  repelled 
the  idea.  He  was  willing  that  all  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories should  participate  in  the  effects  of  the  bill,  when 
their  lands  should  have  been  in  market  ten  years ;  as, 
whenever  lands  had  been  in  market  so  long  as  to  bhow 
that  they  were  held  too  high,  the  graduation  system  ought 
to  be  applied  to  them.  lie  saw  great  objections  to  bring 
ing  eighty  millions  of  acres  into  the  market  at  once. 
Wnen  it  was  in  order,  he  should  offer  an  amendment,  in 
conformity  to  the  suggestion  he  h.id  made. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  he  was  conscious  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  out  of  order  in  making  his 
speech. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  not  out  of  order  ;  the 
question  was  on  altering  the  term  of  graduation  from  one 
year  to  two,  and  to  that  question  he  had  spoken. 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to 
make  the  first  term  of  g^duation  five  years  instead  of  two. 

Mr.  COBB  opposed  the  motion,  which  was  further  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  BARTON,  M'KINLEY,  and  BRANCH, 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Tlie  following  message  was  then  communicated  from 
the  President  of  the  United  SUteis  by  Mr.  Daniel  Brent, 


Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  State,  acting  as  his 
private  Secretary : 

Tb  the  Sentttt  and  House  of  Hepreaetiiatives  tf  the  United 
Statu: 
WASHiiroToir,  \7th  April,  1828. 
Tn  conformity  with  the  practice  of  all  my  predecessors, 
I  have,  during  my  service  in  the  office  of  President,  trans- 
mitted to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  same  private  Secretary,  such  messages  as  a  proper 
discharge  of  my  constitutional  duty  appeared  to  me  to  re- 
quire. On  Saturday  last  he  was  charged  with  the  deli- 
vei^  of  a  message  to  each  House.  Having  presented  that 
which  was  intended  for  the  House  of  Representatives, 
whilst  he  was  passing  within  the  Capitol,  from  their  Hall 
to  the  Chamber  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  deli- 
vering the  other  message,  he  was  waylaid  and  assaulted 
in  the  Rotundo^  by  a  person,  in  the  presence  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  who  interposed,  and  separated  the  par- 
ties. I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this  oc- 
currence to  Cong^BS,  to  whose  wisdom  it  belong8,to  con- 
sider whether  it  is  of  a  nature  requiring  from  them  any 
animadversion  ;  and,  also,  whether  any  further  ^aws  or 
regulations  are  necessai^',  to  ensure  security  in  the  offi- 
cial intercourse  between  the  President  and  Congress,  and 
to  prevent  disorders  within  the  Capitol  itself.  In  the  de- 
liberations of  Congress  upon  this  subject,  it  is  neither 
expected  or  desired  by  me,  that  any  consequence  should 
be  attached  to  the  private  relation  in  which  my  Secretary 
stands  to  me.  JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 

FmiUAT,  Apbil  18,  1828. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  offered  a  resolution  to  authorize  the 
printing  of  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  culture  of  silk. 

POLICE  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
FOOT,  in  relation  to  the  Police  of  the  Capitol,  was  Uk- 
en  up  : 

<'  Heaohed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any 
further  regulations  are  necessary  for  the  police  of  Qie  Ca- 
pitol, to  secure  free  and  imdisturbed  communications  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  Executive 
and  Legislative  Departments  ;  and  whether  there  has 
been  any  breach  of  privilege  of  the  Senate  during  the 
present  session  ;  and  said  Committee  'is  hereby  vested 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

Mr.  EATON  said,  he  would  be  glad  if  ^he  mover  of 
this  resolution  would  afford  some  satisfactory  information 
why  the  resolution  sliould  be  adopted,  and  especially, 
why  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  As  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  take  upon  himself  any  unreasonable 
trouble,  nor  would  he,  on  the  contrary,  shrink  from  the 
performance  of  any  necessaiy  and  proper  duty.  If,  as  it 
purports,  the  resolution  be  intended  to  regulate  the  in- 
ternal police  of  the  Capitol,  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary he  conceived  to  be  the  most  appropriate  one  to 
which  it  should  be  referred ;  but  he  believed  no  refer- 
ence of  the  subject  was  at  all  necessary.  Thei^  were, 
he  said,  laws  already  in  force  in  the  District,  ample  and 
sufficient  to  protect  the  personal  rights  of  every  individu- 
al, if,  indeed,  the  resolution  have  reference  to  any  quar- 
relsy  or  fight,  if  you  please,  which  may  have  taken  place. 
Mr.  E.  had  another,  and  stronger  reason,  why  he  Con- 
ceived it  unnecessary  for  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion, which  was,  a  decision  of  the  Senate,  unequivocally 
expressed,  that  they  had  no  jurisdiction  over  matter  of 
this  character  and  description,  happening  within  the  Ca- 
pitol. He  alluded  to  a  complaint,  made  some  weeks  ago 
to  the  Senate,  by  an  individual,  of  an  assault  made  upon 
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liim  in  one  of  the  oommittee  rooms  of  this  building* ;  and 
the  counter  memorial  presented  by  the  gentleman  com- 
plained of.  On  that  occasion,  the  Senate,  by  refusing  to 
consider  the  subject,  had  expressed  a  decided  opinion 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it — na  control  of  tlie 
matter.  As  regarded  the  message  of  tlie  President  of  the 
United  States,  presented  last  evening,  he  viewed  it  in  a 
different  light  than  than  in  which  it  was  presented  by  the 
resolution.  He»  for  one,  should  always  be  disposed  to 
pay  every  attention  to  a  communication  coming  from  the 
President,  and  to  give  it  a  proper  direction  when  brought 
up  to  be  considers.  The  messagfe,  said  Mr.  E.  presents 
one  aspect,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut another  and  differont  one.  The  message  of  the  Pre- 
sident brings  the  subject  for  consideration  from  a  proper 
souroe — the  resolution  pre^nts  it  in  a  point,  of  view  in 
which  the  Senate,  heretofore,  in  another  case,  reftised  to 
take  jurisdiction.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  hoped 
the  resolution  might  not  be  adopted-^at  all  events,  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  was  not  the  pro- 
per one  to  act  on  the  subject.  If  any  reference  were 
deemed  proper  to  be  made,  it  should  be  to  the  Judicia- 
ry Committee,  to  whom  rightfully  belonged  all  judicial 
inquiry. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  that  it  was  in  the  knowledge  of  every 
member,  that,  since  his  resolution  was  offered  yesterday, 
a  communication  had  been  made  to  the  Senate,  b^  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  might  be  consider- 
ed as  superseding  the  resolution.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  to  the  impropriety 
of  referrinf;>  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  'But,  in  consequence  of  the  Message  of  the 
President^  he  was  not  desirous  of  pressing  his  proposition, 
and  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  requested  Mr.  Foot  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  as  he  wished  to  speak  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  did  not  wish  any  discussion  upon  the 
subject,  as  the  communication  of  the  President  had  chang- 
ed the  aspect  of  the  matter. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose,  and  said,  that  he  would  again 
move  to  take  up  the  bill  repealing,  in  part,  the  duty  on 
imported  Salt,  with  the  distinct  understanding,  that,  if 
the  motion  were  not  agreed  to,  he  should  not  move  its 
consideration  during  this  session.  He  did  this,  that  the 
importers  and  manufacturers  of  salt  might  be  informed  as 
to  the  subject. 

Mr.  BRANCH  spoke  at  length,  and  with  zeal,  in  favor 
of  the  motion  $  he  conceived  the  bill  one  of  deep  impor- 
tance to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  people  of  his  State, 
and  as  having  a  direct  bearmg  on  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  countiy. 

Mr.  ITLER  said,  that  he  had  voted  for  taking  up  the 
bill  whenever,  heretofore,  a  motion  had  been  made  to 
that  effect ;  and  whenever  he  believed  that  any  proposi- 
tion to  reduce  the  duty  was  likely  to  g^w  into  a  law,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  it,  provided  it  contemplated  a  rea- 
sonable reduction.  He  was,  however,  now  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  bill  before  the  Senate  would  not  grow 
into  a  law,  and  that,  fh>m  the  agiution  of  the  subject  here, 
without  ayy  definitive  action  upon  it,  the  country  suffer- 
ed by  reason  of  the  augmentation  of  price.  The  impor- 
Ution  had  become  restricted  and  limited,  and  the  price 
of  the  article  had,  of  consequence,  advanced  in  the  mar- 
ket, to  a  greater  price  than  usual,  and  that,  toa,  at  a  pe- 
riod of  the  year  when  the  demand  was  mater  than  at  any 
other — the  fish-curing  season.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
agMnst  taking*  up  the  bill,  so  that  the  country  may  be  put 
i^t  rest,  and  the  trade  in  the  article  resume  its  ordinary 
channels.  He  came  to  the  conclusion,  that,  even  if  the 
bill  passed  the  Senate,  it  would,  nevertheless,  not  f^w 


into  a  law,  from  the  fact,  known  to  him,  in  common  with 
the  country  at  large,  that  the  other  House  had,  without  a 
di\  ision,  rejected  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  expedi* 
ency  of  repealing  the  duty. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  suggested  that  Mr.  T.  W9m 
not  strictly  in  order,  in  alluding  to  proceedings  in  the 
other  House. 

Mr  TYLER  expressed  regret,  if  he  had  infringed,'  in 
the  slightest  degree,  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  He  must* 
nevertheleiis,  repeat  his  settled  conviction,  that  no  bill 
could  be  passed  duriag  the  session. 

Mr.  BRANCH  thought  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
error  with  respect  to  raising  the  price  :  for  if  the  price 
fluctuated  at  all,  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  lessen,  ra- 
ther tiian  increase  it.  He  thought  it  all-important  that 
the  bill  should  be  acted  on  at  once  ;  because  the  session 
was  drawing  to  a  close  was  no  reason,  in  his  opinion,  why 
it  should  no*-  be  discussed.  We  shall  soon  have,  said  Mr. 
B.  a  bill  before  us  for  an  increase  of  duty  on  imported  ar- 
ticles, and  could  it  be  said,  with  any  propriety,  that  we 
have  not  time  to  act  or  it  ?  He  was  aware  that  many  gen- 
•tlemen  were  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  salt  $  but  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  not  give  the  subject  the  ^"by  ; 
but  let  the  People  know  at  once  wliat  Cun^ss  intend- 
ed to  do  on  the  subject.  Mr.  B.  spoke  positively  against 
the  salt  tax  as  an  odious  one. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  his  faculties  were  very  obtuse,  if  the 
consequence  of  tlie  prospect  of  a  diminution  of  duty  on 
any  article  was  not  calculated  to  prevent  importation  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and,  of  course,  to  augment  the  price. 
The  merohant  who  imports  at  a  high  duty,  must,  upon  a 
sudden  diminution  of  cluty,  sustain  a  loss  equivalent  to  the 
actual  difference  in  the  duty.  The  session  was  too  far 
expended  to  anticipate  any  NMluction  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
and  he  should,  therefore,  and  far  the  reasons  already  as- 
signed, vote  against  taking  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thoaght  the  dut^  on  salt  ought  to  be 
roduced  to  some  extent,  but  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
no  bill  that  would  pass  the  Senate  to  that  effect  could 
pass  the  House  of  Representatives  this  session. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said,  that,  so  long  as  this  bill  hung 
over  the  head  of  the  merchant,  he  would  be  afraid  to  im"- 
port  to  any  extent,  and  that,  consequently,  the  -price,  as 
the  rentleman  from  Virginia  had  very  justly  observed, 
would  be  enhanced— the  merohant  did  not  know  what  to 
do.  Last  year,  very  larj^e  importations  of  molasses  had 
been  made,  in  expectation  that  the  duty  would  be  in- 
creased, which  were  now  laying  on  the  hands  of  the  im- 
porters; 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  when  this  bill  was  before  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  he  had  voted  against  it.  But 
then  he  learned  from  genUemen  that  it  acted  as  a  griev- 
ous burthen  to  a  portion  ;  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  investigate 
the  subject  so  as  to  endeavor  to  do  justice  to  all,  and  al- 
thougfh  he  would  give  no  pledge  to  vote  for  the  bill,  yet 
he  would  like  to  hear  all  the  argfuments  pro  and  con,  and 
he  then  would  be  enabled  to  make  up  his  mind  on  the 
subject,  as  well  with  roferenoe  to  the  States  as  the  Gene- 
ral Government. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  it  was  well  known  that  he  was 
opposed*  to  the  present  passage  of  the  bill,  and  when  an 
attempt  had  been  made  beforo  to  call  it  up,  he  had  given 
his  reasons  why  he  did  not  tliink  it  should  be  acted  on  at 
this  time.  He  then  wished  to  take  tlie  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  subject,  without  anv  discussion  ;  and  gave,  at 
length,  the  motives  which  innuenced  him.  It  was  sup- 
posed, by  some  of  his  friends,  that  the  bill  had  better  be 
taken  upt  and  an  opportunity  offered  to  discuss  its  mer- 
its, which  opportunity  had  been  offered,  and  it  was  then 
laid  on  the  table.  Two  attempts  had  since  been  made 
to  take  it  up  for  further  connderation,  which  he  hud  uni- 
formly opposed,  because  he  thought  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time  tbat  might  be  more  profitably  em^Wyed. 
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On  the  question  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  consideration, 
Mr.  COBB  called  for  the  Yeas  and  Nays,  when  there  ap. 
pearcd,  as  follows  :    . 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny, 
Branch,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  King,  Mc- 
Kinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Rowan,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith, 
of  South -Carolina,  Tazewell,  White,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury.—21. 

NAYS. -^Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kane,  Knight,  McLane,  Marks,  Parris,  Ridgely, 
llobbins,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  'I  homas, 
Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey.--25. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

ASSAULT  IN  THE  CAPITOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  assault  upon  his 
Secretary,  in  the  Rot  undo  of  tlie  Capitol,  was  tak«n  up. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose  and  said«  that  when  the  resolu- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, he  had  desired  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  course 
proper  to  be  pursued  in  treating  this  subject.  He  had 
not  been  so  fortunate,  in  the  discussion  of  that  resolution, 
as  to  obtain  a  hearing,  and  he  therefore  availed  himself 
of  the  present  opportunity  to  express  his  views.  It  had 
been  the  practice  of  Congress,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
that,  whenever  the  same  subject  was  before  both  Houses 
at  the  same  time,  one  House  debyed  acting  upon  it  until 
the  other  had  brought  it  forward  and  decided  upon  it. 
Practice,  it  was  known  to  every  Senator,  liad  viniiicated 
this  course  in  times  past  i  and  it  now  recommended  itself 
to  Congress.  The  course  was  a  proper  one.  Public  con- 
venience required  it — courtesy  required  it.  But  if  ever 
there  was  a  subject  to  which  this  rule  ought  to  be  applied, 
it  was  this.  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  made 
a  communication  to  both  Houses,  on  the  same  subject,  in 
the  same  form  of  words.  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  taken  up  the  subject — and  being  in  the  other  House, 
is  it  fit  that  the  Senate  should  proceed  in  its  examination? 
There  were  two  matters  included  in  the  message  of  the 
President  :  One  was  a  violation  of  the  privilege  of  this 
body — the  other  is  a  proposition,  of  some  legislative  en- 
actment, to  provide  for  the  subject  in  fiUtsro,  There- 
fore, to  legislate  on  the  subject  would  be  a  mere  loss  of 
time.  If  the  House  of  Representatives  pass  such  a  law, 
it  would  come  before  the  Senate  in  proper  time.  If  the 
House  considered  it  inexpedient  to  pass  such  a  bill,  the 
Senate  could  then  take  it  up,  and  do  whatever  they  should 
judge  necessary.  This  coarse  was  recommended  by  for- 
mer practice,  and  was  an  act  of  courtesy.  As  to  the 
other  subject  comprised  in  the  message,  if  it  should  turn 
out  as  was  stated  by  the  President,  no  man  would  be  dis- 
posed to  go  farther  than  he  in  investigating  and  punishing 
the  act.  But  he  thought  it  better  not  now  to  act  upon  it. 
The  same  subject  had  been  referred  to  both  Houses,  as 
a  contempt  of  each.  It  would  be  very  difficult  for  both 
Houses  to  act  upon  the  matter.  If  the  House  were  to 
consider  the  act  as  a  contempt,  and  fix  a  punishment — 
and  the  Senate,  acting  at  the  same  time,  were  also  to  fix 
a  punishment,  would  it  be  proper  that  two  punishments 
should  be  inflicted  for  one  offence  ?  If  the  two  Houses 
acted  separately,  there  must  be  confusion  and  conflict  in 
their  decisions.  There  would  be  several  questions  to  be 
decided.  If  both  fix  upon  punishment,  which  House  has 
the  right  to  punish  first,  or  which  House  has  a  right  to 
punish  most  ?  One  body  might  take  a  different  view  from 
that  taken  by  the  other.  One  body  rai^ht  think  it  pro- 
per to  punish,  while  the  other  might  thmk  the  reverse. 
All  these  things  might  occur  ;  and  these  were  his  reasons 
for  having  approved  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  to  lay  his  resolution  on  the  table  j  and  he 
should  have  made  the  same  motion,  had  it  not  been  made 


by  tliat  gentleman.  And  on  these  grounds,  said  Mr.  T.* 
I  move  that  tlie  communication  from  the  President  be 
laid  on  the  table,  with  the  understanding  that,  when  the 
proper  time  arrives,  it  shall  be  taken  up,  and  acted  upon 
fully  and  promptly. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  the  message  would  lie 
on  the  table  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  FOOT  asked  whether,  as  it  had  been  taken  tip  on 
motion,  it  would  not  be  requi<ite  to  put  the  question  on 
laying  it  on  the  table* 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  according  to  the  strict 
parliamentaiy  rule  to  put  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  laying  the  message  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  then  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS.— 'Messrr  Bsmard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Elfte,  Hajme,  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  Macon,  Parris, 
Ridgely,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
White,  Woodbury.— 24. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bouligny, 
Chase,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Knight,  McLane, 
Marks,  Noble,  Robbins,  Uuggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  of  Mar}iand,  Smitli,  of  South  Carolina^  Thomas, 
Webster,  Willey,  Williams.— 22, 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
price  of  public  lands  was  taken  up,  and  the  question  be- 
nig  on  the-  amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  : 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that,  as  from  the  great  variety  of 
amendments  that  had  been  adopted,  it  wasiUfficultto  un- 
derstand the  bill,  he  moved  that  it  be  postponed,  and  or- 
dered  to  be  printed,  decUring  that  he  had  no  design  to 
delay  the  bill,  but  merely  desired  to  enable  members  to 
act  understandingly  upon  it. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  motion  was 
withdrawn,  and  Mr.  W.  submitted  two  sections,  which 
he  intended  at  a  proper  time  to  offer  as  amendments  to 
the  bill.  The  question  then  being  taken  on  printing  the 
bill  and  aroendmentsy  it  was  ag^ed  to. 

SURVIVORS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  biH  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  Surviving  Officers  and  Soldien  of 
the  Revolution  was  taken  up,  and  the  question  l>^ng  on 
an  amendment  offered  by- Mr.  WOODBURY,  Mr.  W. 
explained  its  operation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  said,  he  thought  the  subject  had 
been  despatched,  as  he  had  heard  it  said  that,  if  a  former 
proposition  was  not  agreed  to,  the  petitioners  would  not 
again  present  their  claim.  He  wished  the  bill  to  be  post- 
poned until  Monday,  and  made  the  motion. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  opposed  the  motion.  Tlie  b'lU  now 
proposed  to  place  these  applicants  upon  the  pension  list 
in  a  manner  acceptable  to  their  feelings.  He  hoped  the 
proposition  would  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  said,  that,  if  the  Senate  was 
against  the  motion,  they  could  reject  it.  He  considered, 
and  he  believed  others  did,  that  the  subject  was  formerty 
finally  disposed  of.  He  was  against  swelling  out  the 
pension  list. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  explained  an  allusion  which 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  as  to 
the  original  pension  lists.  He  thought  the  calculations 
made  on  this  subject  by  the  Cliairman  of  the  Committee, 
were  probably  correct. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  he  would  accede  to  the 
motion  to  postpone  until  Monday,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
apprehension  that  some  of  the  Senators  who  were  now 
present,  might  then  be  absent.     He  thought^  if  the  true 
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seme  of  tlie^enate  were  to  be  taken  on  it,  the  question 
ouj^ht  now  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  MACON  spoke  against  the  bill»  and  in  fiivor  of  the 
motion  for  postponement  \  whicii  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ASSAULT  IN  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  he  had  received  a  commuica"- 
tion  from  Hussell  Jarvis. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table ; 
when 

The  CHAIR  withdrew  the  communication  for  the  mo- 
ment ;  but  shortly  after  a^ain  presented  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Russell  Jarvis,  stating  tha^  he  supposed  himself  to  be  al 
kided  to  in  the  message  of  the  President,  presented  yes* 
terday,  and  giving  the  cause  of  his  outrage  upon  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  President,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
committed. 

Mr.  BRANCH  suggested  that  a  message  ought  to  be 
sent  to^  the  other  -  House,  proposing  to  appoint  a  Joint 
Committee  to  examine  the  subject.  He  also  moved  to 
lay  tl)e  paper  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  desired  to  have  the  paper  read,  before 
he  acted  upon  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  the  Senate  had  decided 
this  morning  that  they  would  do  nothing  upon  the  sub- 
ject {  and  he  objected  to  the  reading  of  this  letter^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  desired  to 
hear  the  paper  read. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of-Matyland,  presisted  in  his  objections 
to  the  reading,  and  the  question  being  put,  the  reading- 
was  ordered.  [The  Secretary  then  read  the  communi- 
cation.] 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  his 
previous  suggestion. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that  the  leading  feature  of  the 
message  of  the  President,  was  the  breach  of  privilege. 
There  were  other  matters  also  included  in  the  communi- 
catioo.  Now,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  we  all  agree  as  to  the  mat- 
ter of  the  message  ;  but  we  only  disagree  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  sTiaU  be  acted  on.  He  allowed  he  had 
been  struck  with  the  remaika  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  the  two  punuhmeota  miglit  be  inflicted  for  one 
offence  to  both  bodies.  This  beemed  to>  point  out  that 
some  concerted  action  ought  to  be  had  by  both  bodies 
upon  the  subject.  The  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  seemed  proper,  and  to  designate  the  proper 
course :  because,  if  this  act  was  an  insult  at  aU,  it  was  an 
insult  to  botli  brandies.  But-a  remark  which  had  been 
nwde  to  him  by  a  ven««ble  Senator,,  was  certainly  end- 
tied  to  some  weight  It  wai,  that  an  offence  to  Ahe 
House  of  Bepresenutivea  was  not  necesnrily  an  offence 
to  the  Senate,  nor  was  an  offence  against  the  Senate  ne- 
cessarily so  to  Uie  House  of  Representatives.  The  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  ou^ht, 
therefore,  he  conceived,  not  to  be  acted  upon  precipi- 
Utely  {  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  deferred  until  Monday, 
that  it  might  be  acted  upon  with  aiull  understanding  of 
its  effects.  He  should,  therefore,  prefer  that  the  mes- 
sage and  the  letter  just  read  should  lay  on  the  Uble. 

Mr.  MACON  said,  Uie  question  is;  What  lawsliaU  we 
refer  to  ?  The  Supreme  Court  has  established  here  the 
common  law  of  fingknd  5  but  Congress  has  never  adopt- 
ed the  parliamentanr  law  of  Eiigbnd,  as  was  ably  shewn 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  iyi  his  remarks  on  m- 
herent  powers.  The  law  makes  the  offence.  He  should 
doubt  tlie  power  of  both  Houses  to  punisli  the  same  of- 
fence. As  to  a  Joint  Committee,  they  will  not  act  entire- 
ly together.  When  they  consider  the  matter  they  will  de- 
cide for  their  own4>odies.  It  is  tlie  case  with  all  such  Jomt 
Committees.     What  will  be  iU  effects  ?    I  am  entirely  of 


sages  of  the  President  wants  a  law  passed  for  his  protec* 
tion,  he  ought  to  have  it  Congress  certainly  ought  to 
have  power  over  the  Capitol.  It  was  formerly  ovemm 
by  hucksters,  and  on  the  motion  of  a' gentleman,  not  now 
a  member,  and  not  now  in  the  world,  every  woman  of 
the  kind  was  placed  under  the  power  of  the  Presiding 
Officer.  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  sent  us 
a  message;  and  I,  said  Mr.  11,  have  no  doubt,  looking 
narrow  ly  at  the  manner  in  which  it  is  worded,  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  difficulty  there  would  be  in  acting  upon.- it 
It  is  a  difficult  matter,  and  I  had  imthev  not  ap|>oinit  aJoint 
Committee  yet    Let  us  take  a  Kttle  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  Airther  obser^wtMras. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  lay  the  communication 
fh>m  Russell  Jarvis  on  the  table ;  which  wasiagceed  to. 

MoHHAT,  Apail  21,  1828. 
GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LAfiH^S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
price  of  public  lands  was  taken  w,  and  tftie  ques^oit  be* 
ing  on  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  amea  to  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  offered  by  Mr.  BARTON,  t»  mAm 
the  periods  of  graduation  five  years  instead  of  two,  waa 
briefly  opposed  by  Mr.  tiENTON,  who  stated  that  it 
would  have  the  effect  ta  destroy  the  the  biU. 

Mr.  BARTON  defended  the  motion,  and  repeated  that 
Ae  period  of  two  years  waa  too  short  to  be'benefietsi. 

The  auestivn  beiny  then  taken,  on  Mr*  BARTON'S 
motion,  it  waa  determmed  in  the  negative*^ 

The  amendments  adopted  in  the  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  rose,  atid  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill  by  dte  addition  of  two>section»  The  fint^  to  take 
place  of  the  first  section  in  the  original  bill,  providiag 
that,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,.  aU  tends  which  had 
been  in  the  market  ten  years,  should  be  reduced  to  one 
dollar  per  acre.  The  other  section  relMed  to'actiiat  set- 
tlement, and  allowed  actual  settlem  to  enter  tends  at  fifty 
cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  explained  the  objecU  of  his  amend- 
ment at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  the  limitation  to  tenda  that  had  been  in  mar- 
ket ten  years,  and  extend  the  reduction  of  price  lo  one- 
dollar. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  expteaaed  himself  favomble  to  the 
motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLES. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  aome  faryier  remarks,. in  whuoh 
he  declared  himself  favorable  to  the  principlea  of  giaduar 
tion,  and  opposed  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  BU|iiGl.]Q8< 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  VAN  BUREN»  Mr. 
BENTON  spoke  against  the  motion  to  «mend,>  and  dis- 
cussed, at  Gonsideruble  length,  th?  vai^ous  propositiona 
that  had  been  made  in  relation  to  the  public  tends. 

Further  debate  took  ptece^  in  which  Memci*  B  ARTON^. 


WEBSTER,  M'&INLEY,  and  MACON,  tookMft  (  whuk 
the  question,  on  the  moiion  of  Mr.  RUGGLBS»  being 
taken,  it  was  agreed  to-^yeaa  22,  nays  14. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  WEB8T£B»  as  amended*  then 
occurred'*  and  the  question  having  been  divided,. so  as  to 
take  the  vote  first  on  striking  out,  it  was  detemined  in 
the  negative.  ■       .  -  • 

The  remainder  of  the  amendment  was  then  witlidmwn 
by  Mr.  WEBSTER.  ,   ^  , 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  biU  thea  oeaurea,  ott 

which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered*  o»  motion  of  Mr. 

WEBSTER.  ^,     _^ 

Mr.VAN  BUREN  addressed  the  Senate  at  gwt length, 

,    ~-....^  ^.    in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  r^ly  to  the  WMua  irgiu 

opimon  with  the  gentleman  from  N.  York,  that  we  had    meots  which  had  been  urged  m  support  of  th«  biU  and 
belter  lake  time  to  consider  of  it.    If  the  bearer  of  mca- 1  iu  various  modification*. 
Vol,  IV.— 43 
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Mr.  M'KINLEY,  after  some  ezplanAtions  between  him 
and  Mr.  VAN  BUHEN,  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  speech 
of  Mr.  V.  B.,  and  spoke  about  half  an  hour,  in  defence 
of  the  opinions  fbrmerlv  advanced  by  him ;  when  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 


TuxsDAT.  April  23»  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KOBLE^  the  bill  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  Road,  through  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana*  was  taken  up»  and  several  amendments,  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Boads  and  Canals,  having  )>een 
i^precd  tob 

Mr*  NOBLE  spoke  at  great  length  in  support  of  the 
bill,  and  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  have  the 
road  extended  through  that  Sute. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill  {  and, 

Mr.  NOBLE  explained. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  supported  the  bill  in  a  short  speech. 

Some  further  ezpknatory  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween Messrs.  CHANDLER  and  HENDRICKS. 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  then  occurring, 
the-  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
COBB,  and  being  taken,  the  question  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton* 
Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kane,  Knight,  McKinley,  McLane, 
Mtfks,  Noble,  Rid^ly,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Thomas^  Webster,  Wil- 
liams.—36. 

NAYS.— -Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb^  Dickerson, 
EIH^,  Foot,  Hayne,  Macon,  Parris,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Taze- 
well, Tyler,  Van  Buren,  White,  Woodbury.— 15. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  for  the  graduation 
of  the  price  of  the  Pub£c  Lands  was  again  taken  up  ,- 
and,  the  question  being  on  engrossing  the  bilf, 

Mr.  ROWAN  rose  and  replied  at  great  length  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  VAN  BUREN,  delivered  yesterday,  and 
in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  observed  that  be  should  consider 
himself  unfaithful  to  his  trust,  if  lie  did  not,  to  the  bat, 
oppose  the  bill  under  consideratioir^which  he  consider- 
ed as  in  a  higher  degree  than  any  bill  heretofore  brought 
before  Congress,  to  wrest  from  the  old  States  their  un* 
doubted  rights  to  destroy  the  confidence  that  ought  to 
subsist  between  the  old  and  new  States^-«nd  to  sap  the 
Ifwndation  of  the  compact  by  which  they  ate  heM  to- 
gether. 

He  had  stated  a  few  days  since,  when  this  subject  was 
under  discussion,  that  he  decidedlv  preferred  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hatr- 
»azcxs]  to  this  bill ;  but  that,  as  we  wef«  not  reduced  to 
the  oeoessity  of  adapting  either  the  biU  or  amendment, 
he  should  vote  aninst  both.  The  amendment  required 
nothing  more  of  us  than  a  cession  of  the  public  land^ 
amounting  in  vahie  to  many  millions  of  dollan,  to  the 
States  m  which^ey  lie,  by  which  we  should  be  imnnedi- 
ately  relieved  from  the  expense  of  our  land  office  system, 
as  well  as  the  expense  of  legisUting  upon  the  subject  of 
these  landsy  while,  by  the  operation  of  this  bill,  we  are 
as  efiectnally  to  loose  these  lands^  without  being  relieved 
from  any  expense  whatever. 

By  the  bin,  as  amended,  these  lands  which  have  been 
offered  for  salc^  consisting  of  about  eighty  millions  uf 
acre^  are  to  J>e  sold  from  the  first  of  November  next,  at 
•ne  dollar  per  acre,  fbr  two  years— thereafter,  at  seventy 
«v«  cents  for  two  rears— thereafter,  at  fifty  cenU  for  two 
T^»*^-^soA  tiiercafter»  at  twen^-five  cents.    So  that  in 


six  years  these  lands  will  be  in  ihe  market  at  twenty 4ive 
cents  per  acre.  And  this  system,  we  are  very  gmvely 
told,  is  to  replenish  our  Treasury.  The  manner  in  which 
our  Treasury  was  thus  to  be  replenislied,  was  explained, 
but  not  understood.  I,  said  Mr.  D.,  consider  it  much 
worse  than  a  reiinquishnient  of  the  whole. 

Will  any  man  buy  these  lands  until  the  price  is  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  minimum  ?  Surely  not.  And  there 
will  be  a  suspension  of  sales  unij  that  periods  not  from 
any  combination  among  those  who  would  otherwise  be 
purchasers,  but  because  each  one  will  find  it  his  interest 
to  wait  for  the  lowest  minimum.  Will  any  one  give  one 
handred  and  nzty  dollars  for  a  quarter  section  of  laiid^ 
which,  in  six  years,  he  might  have  at  forty  doUara  i  If 
anxious  to  make  an  immediate  purcliase,  he  would  buy  df 
the  large  landholders  in  these  States,  who  must  bring 
their  lands  into  tlie  market  as  soon  as  possible :  for  thia 
graduating  system  is  to  afl^ect  the  price  of  their  lands, 
precisely  as  it  will  affect  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
A  man  holding  a  hundred  thousand  acres,  or  any  other 
quantity,  of  land,  in  these  States,  purchased  at  one  dol- 
lar and  twentv-five  cents  per  acre,  will,  in  six  years,  find 
his  price  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  He 
must,  therefore,  sell  out,  if  possible,  before  that  period. 
But,  to  do  so,  he  roust  constantly  offer  his  lands  at  a 
lower  price  than  the  minimums  at  which  the  public  lands 
nuiy  be  offered.  He  will  be  urged  to  these  sales  by  the 
consideration  that  his  lands  are  '  axed .  Tliere  will,  there- 
fore, be  no  sales  of  public  lands  till  they  shall  be  offered 
at  the  lowest  minimum.  It  seems  the  price  is  to  rest  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre :  But,  at  that  price,  the  landa 
are  not  worth  holding  by  the  United  States.  The  money 
to  be  received  at  this  price,  for  our  public  hinds,  would 
not  indemnify  the  Government  for  the  expense  of  our 
land  law  system,  and  the  time  spent  in  Congress  in  legia- 
lating  upon  these  lands. 

The  bill  applies  to  eighty  millions  of  acres :  if  they 
bring  nothing  into  ous-  TreaBuiy,  it  will  be  folly  to  ex- 
pect any  thing  from  the  residue  of  our  public  lands. 
These  lands  are  the  common  stock  of  the  United  States. 
Those  that  have  been  ceded  by  certain  States,  have  been 
ceded  expressly  as  a  common  stock.  Those  that  have 
been  purchased,  have  been  purchased  out  of  the  com* 
mon  rand.  Our  public  lands  have  cost  us  more  than 
thirt}'-three  millions  of  dollars,  besides  probably  an  equal 
scim  in  protecting  and  defending  them.  And  arc  we 
now  about  to  relinquish  the  pecuniary  advantages  which 
were  anticipated  from  those  lands  ifthich  we  have  acqui- 
red and  protected  at  such  iinmr  nsc  expense  '  On  the. 
part  of  the  State  from  which  I  liave  the  honor  to  come, 
I  can  never  assent  to  this  arrangement. 

New  Jersey  has  a  vested  ri{  ht  to  a  slwre  of  those 
lands,  from  which  she  did  hope  Vo  obtsin  some  reraune- 
rattoii  for  h€r  heavy  losses  and  expensed,  in  carrying  on 
the  Revolutionary  war.  New  Jersey  acquired  no  crown 
lands  within  her  boundaries  by  the  revolution.  She 
never  owned  any  part  of  her  soil,  except  by  purchase —  ' 
never  taxed  the  lands  of  the  proprietors.  But  the  gen. 
tlenian  from  Indiana  says  there,  has  been  no  moment 
when  New  Jersey  could  not  Ux  these  huids.  She  has 
the  power  to  tax  these  lands,  but  it  cannot  be  done  with 
strict  justice,  inasmuch  as  there  was  an  agreement  some 
eighty  or  one  hundred  years  ago,  upon  certain  conces- 
sions as  to  the  sale  of  these  lands,  that  they  sliould  noi 
be  taxed.  A  sense  of  justice  has  prevented  any  attempt 
at  taxation. 

New  Jersey  Itas  submitted  to  her  condition  without 
murmuring.  She  has  asked  but  little,  and  received  no- 
thing. I  did,  by  instruction,  ask  a  donation  of  lands  for 
an  asylum  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  eauibliahed  m  that 
Stete.  The  boon  was  a  small  one,  but  it  was  refused. 
Since  which,  I  have  voted  against  donalions  of  faoids, 
and  ahall  continuQ  to  do  so  till  some  equitable  princl> 
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pie  shall  be  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  such  dona- 
tions. 

We  liave  extinguished  the  Indian  title  to  nearly  two 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres,  of  which  we  have 
sold  nineteen  millions.  The  present  bill  applies  to 
about  eighty  millions.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  says 
it  would  take  several  thousand  years  to  dispose  of  these 
lands»  under  the  present  system,  and  asks  if  the  new 
States  are  forever  to  remain  in  a  state  of  minority— a 
state  of  dependence  upon  the  Union— if  they  are  ever 
to^  remain  deprived  of  the  sovereignty  enjoyed  by  the 
original  States  ? 

Ohio  has  waited  twenty-five  years  under  our  lanul  sys- 
tem, without  murmuring :  her  population  and  wealth 
have  increased  under  that  system  with  a  rapidity  of  which 
the  history  of  the  world  affords  no  example.  The  State 
of  Missouri  has  been  not  seven  years  in  the  Union— and 
the  Senator  from  that  SUte  has  been  moving  this  bill 
four  years.  So  that  in  less  than  three  years,  the  State 
was  impatient  of  its  minority;  Tliree  years  is  but  a 
small  part  of  twenty-five  years.  It  is  somewhat  singular 
that  the.  greatest  impatience  should  be  expressed  by  the 
youngest  Slate  in  the  Union.  Tlie  Senator  from  that 
State  knows  best  the  wishes  and  disposition  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  that  State,  and  he  has  exercised  his  power  as  he 
certainly  has  a  right  to  do,  to  promote  the  interest  of  his 
constituents.  By  opposing  this  biil,  I  endeavor  to  pro- 
tect the  interest  of  mine. 

But  have  these  States  a  right  to  comphiin  that  their 
popuhitton  is  retarded  by  our  land  qrstem  ?  Ohio  has 
adoed  more  than  sixteen  per  cent  to  her  population^ 
within  the  last  four  years:  Alabama  has  nearly  doubled 
tiers  in  the  last  seven  years.  The  other  new  States  have 
increased  somewliat  less  rapidly,  but  with  a  rapidity  not 
known  in  the  old  States.  New  Jersey  has  increased  fifty 
per  cent,  in  thirty  years.  Several  of  the  old  States  have 
been  nearly  stationary  for  twenty  years  past 

But  AUbama,  it  seems,  is  not  satisfied  with  her  con- 
dition ;  but,  as  a  Senator  from  that  State  [Mr.  McKislxt] 
informs  us,  will  complain  until  she  has  all  the  righU  of 
the  other  States — one  of  which  is  the  ownernhip  of  all 
the  soil  within  her  boundary.  He  repeats  the  doctrine 
that  the  new  States  cannot  be  sovereign  without  this 
rig^t-^hat  it  is  tlteirs  by  the  law  of  nations,  wliich  is 
the  law  of  reason— that  these  States  are  as  sovereign  as 
the  independent  Kingdoms  of  Europe — that  indeed  there 
can  be  -no  greater  sovereignty  than  that  of  the  People. 

The  States,  sir,  are  confederated — not  -  independent 
sovereignties:  a  portion  of  so^'ereignty  remains  with  each 
of  the.  States— a  portion  has  been  yielded  to  the  United 
States. 

A  sovereign  independent  State  can  make  war  snd 
peac^— ^»n  make  treaties — ^lay  imposts  and  duties.  Tliese 
and  several  other  attributes  of  sovereignty  have  been 
yielded  to  the  Union,  without  which,  it  could-  not  exist. 
The  Union  is  an  independent  sovereign  State — but  its 
parts  cannot  be  distinct  independent  sovereign  States. 
Their  sovereignty  is  a  modified  one.  When  we  speak  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  People,  we  mean  the  People  of 
the  United  States,  not  the  People  of  New  York  or  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  cases  cited  from  the  law  of  nations,  have  no  ap- 
plication to  these  States,  except  in-  their  collective  ca- 
pacity as  forming  the  Union. 

The  old  Sutes  have  looked  upon  these  public  lands  as 
an  inexliaustible  fund  of  revenue  to  the  Government. 
This  delusion  is  passing  away— they  still  hope,  however, 
that  they  are  not  to  be  actual  losers  by  acquiring  these 
hinds.  For  one,  I  do  not  wish  to  gain  by  them.  But 
let  the .  old  States  receive  from  the  sale  of  these  lands 
what  they  have  cost  us,  before  we  cede  them.  I  am  wil- 
ling to  reduce  the  minimum  to  a  dolbr  per  acre,  and  the 
oflTer  has  been  made  in  this  body,  but  rejected.    Why 


should  we  reduce  these  lands  to  a  lower  price  f  The 
low  price  will  neither  increase  population  nor  capital*  If 
the  lands  were  reduced  to  five  cents  the  acre,  there  would 
still  be  more  land  than  purcbasel!*. 

At  the  price  of  one  dollar  per  acre,  the  new  States 
hold  out  the  strongest  inducements  to  emigration.  The 
People  do  emigrate  as  fiist  as  they  can  possibly  dispose  ^ 
of  their  property  at  home  {  but  some  must  be  left  to  pur- 
chase of  the  emigrants.  Who  will  not  go^  tliat  can  gc^ 
to  these  delightful  regions,  where  the  most  fertile  lands 
upon  the  globe  can  be  purchased  for  one  dollar  per  acre  f 
A  country,  too^  that  may  become  an  empire  by  itself. 
I  will  close  my  remarks  with  reading  a  passaepe  fh>m  the 
spet.ch  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  which  I  read 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  exhibit  a  glowing  picture  of 
the  immense  advantages  which  these  regions  possess 
over  the  okl  States:  **  Suppose,'*  says  the  Senator  from 
Indisjia»  "the  Union  to  be  dissolved— where  would  be 
the  public  lands  }  All  controversy  about  them  would 
cease — they  would  belong  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie.  Look  at  the  great  inducement  to  this  state  of 
things.  Look  at  the  character  and  extent  of  thla  country. 
How  capable  of  self  government  and  its  own  indepen- 
dence. Seven  of  the  latgest  SUtes  of  the  Unionh-the 
finest  country  on  the  earth— the  ^hole  valley  of  the  Miss* 
issippi— the  noblest  rivers  on  the  globe— with  three  mil* 
lions  of  inhabitants— a  safe  and  sheltered  seaboard,  with 
a  commanding  position  for  a  large  participation  in  the 
commerce  of  the  West  Indies,  South  America,  and  Mex- 
ico. But  the  People  of  these  States  are  devoted  to  the 
Union." 

Can  emigtitnts  ask  or  desire  more  than  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  such  lands,  in  such  region^  fbr  one  dollar 
per  acre  ? 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
DICKERSON,  in  rebtion  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  also  replied  to  some  of  the  observationa 
of 'Mr.  DICKERSON. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  rose  again,  in  explanation  and  retf y. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  engrossing  the  bill, 
it  was  rejected,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Cobb, 
•Eaton,  EUis,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ken.* 
Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  Noble^ 
Ridgely,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  White, 
Williams. — ^21. 

NAYS*— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Hayne, 
Knight,  McLane,  Macon,  Marks,  Parris,  Bobbins,  Sey* 
roour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Tyler, 
Van  Buren,  Webster,  WiUey,  Woodbuiy.— 25. 

WxBirasDAT,  April  23,  1828. 
GRADUATION  OP  THE  PUBUC  LANDS. 

Mr.  MACON  said  that  he  conndered  that  the  question 
was  never-taken  on  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to  graduate 
the  price  of  public  lands,  disconnected  fixrni  the  rest  of 
the  bill.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  firat  section,  and  there- 
fore moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  bill,  with  the 
view  of  striking  out  all  but  the  first  section. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  thought  a  motion  to  reconsi- 
der, fbr  any  particuUur  purpose,  was  rather  novel. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that  the  motion  for  recon»deration 
ought  to  be  dUf>tinct. 

The  motion  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  the  biU  authoriaing 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  to  import 
iron  fbr  the  construction  of  that  work,  wsj  taken  up.  and 
an  amendment  oflfered  by  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  eztendiQg 
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Bakimote  and  Ohio  Bail  RnatL 


[Ap«|i.  23.  1838- 


Hie  «ame  piivil^«  te  aU  «t»te«and  lUil  BmmI <:u>mpanieB» 
for  Biinikr  purposes,  WW  agreed  to. 

Itfr.  S.  Mid  a  Tad  road  was  like  a  ship,  both  hemg  con- 
atrueted  of  the  same  anteriala— timber  and  iren>-and 
MUle  by  the  rfsme  deaoriptioii  of  mecfcanic*,  and  bound 
alilDe  by  naa.  The  vie  of  ^oth  were  alinilar— to  Acih- 
tate  oMiaieive  between  foreign  couatriei. 

Borne  gentlemen  wem  dispoBed  to  tliink  that  this  waa 
a  apecolation,  cfltcuUted  to  afford  an  opportHnlty  to  tome 
ipeoyhMon,  Wlien  the  dtity  was  taken  off  iron,  to  sell 
out  at  a  eonsiderable  profit.  The  perw>ns  interested  in 
this  pr^ct  are  not  of  that  class.  The  object  was  the 
inuverBal  interest  of  tlie  country,  by  uniting  the  trade  of 
the  different  States.  The  persons  who  are  termed  specu- 
lators  have  sold  out  their  shares  after  the  first  deposit, 
not  considering  it  an  advantage  to  hold  them.  The  gen- 
tlemen wfaocompose  the  Directors  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  UkA  Road  Company,  are  not  likely  to  become  specu- 
lators  in  objects  of  national  utility.  The  Directors  are  .- 
Charles  CarroO,  of  CarroOton,  WiUiam  Patterson,  Uobert 
OUver,  Alexander  Brown,  Isaac  M'Kim,  William  Lorman, 
George  Uoffman,  «>hUip  £.  Thomas,  Thon^M  EUicott, 
John  B.  Morris,  Talbot  Jones,  and  William  Steuart. 
Ail  gentlemen  of  large  priraite  fortunes,  and  nothing  could 
induce  them  to  part  with  their  stock.  Some  of  the  sub- 
seribers  havie  advanced  fsom  30  to  150,000  dollars  each. 
Baltimore  subscribed  half  a  miUion  of  doUars— cerUin  gen- 
tkmen  have  subscribed  3000  dollars,  not  for  individual 
advantage,  but  the  general  good  of  the  eomitry.  The 
Committee  are  sworn  to  conduct  the  business  conforma- 
bly to  the  provisions  of  the  charter. 

It  is  provided  by  the  bill,  tfa^t  previous  to  the  importa- 
tion  of  such  iron  and  machinery,  the  President  of  any  such 
rail  road  company  shall  file,  with  the  Collector  of  the 
port  into  wbioh  uie  importation  may  be  intended,  a  copy 
of  the  order  for  the  same,  si£p%ed  by  such  President  ; 
which  order  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, who  sbaB  cause  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  preserved, 
and  return  it  to  the  Collector  (with  his  signature)  g^ant- 
iBg  its  importation.  It  ^so  provides,  that  on  taking  out 
atthe  oustom  bouse,  of  any  such -iron  or  machinery,  the 
President  of  any  such  incorporated  company  shall  swear 
**  thai  the  entry  subscribed  with  his  name,  and  delivered 
bjT  turn  to  the  Collector  of  the  particular  district,  contains. 
a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  iron  and  machinery,  im- 
ported for  the  sole  use  of  the  sud  rail  road,  and  that  the 
same  will  not  be  used  for  anv  other  purpose  whatever." 
The  President  and  Direetors  have  a  ri^ht  to  increase  their 
stock— 4th^  have  done  so,  from  a  million  and  a  half  to 
three  nullions.  The  tail  road  is  exempt  from  all  taxes,  on 
the  part  of  the  Btates.  This  road  goes  through  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  connects  both  States. 
It  will  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  Western  States. 

The  granting  this  boon  involves  no  new  principle. — 
[Here  Mr.  S.  read  a  statement  of  the  articles  imported 
duty  free  for  the  advantage  of  manufiictures.] 

A  Yuiety  of  Statea  in  the  Union  are  contemplating  rail 
roads,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  deprive  the  country  of 
their  very  beneficial  advanUges.  England  had  failed  in 
two  attempts  to  estabUah  raU  roads,  but  were  eventually 
auccessfol.  No  disadvantage  can  result  to  the  States  from 
the  free  importation  of  iron  for  these  useful  purposes,  as 
the  insufficiency  of  that  article  requires  importation. 
The  ordmaiT  consumption  reouires  the  annual  quantity 
of  35  to  30,000  tons «  and  without  importation  the  price 
would  be  very  considerably  enhanced.  The  imporUtion  of 
iron  was  first  suggested  by  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  in- 
telfigent  manufacturers  in  ih's  country— an  importer  ofiron. 
The  immense  quantity  required  cannot  be  procured  in 
tfaia  oountty.  This  rosd  will  be  of  very  great  advantage 
*o  themanuiiMSturcrs  of  iron— the  road  will  extend  about 
Hm^  Jj"5?*4,"*^^  through  a  country  abounding  in  iron, 
aad  these  wdl  bo  «  stirouhis  to  the  mami&cturers  of  iron 


to  stop  the  importation  of  iron  duty  free,  by  at  least 
equalling  the  imported  iron  in  quality  and  price.  There 
an  various  rail  roads  to  be  made  in  Pennsylvania,  New- 
York,  NewJcrsey,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Ohio,  &c.  If 
he  thought  it  would  be  productive  of  injury  to  any  of  the 
institutions  <if  his  country,  he  would  not  vote  in  iU  &vor. 
Mr.  DICKERSON  observed,  that  if  it  shouldbe  thought 
expedient  to  remit  the  duties  upon  iron,  to  be  used  in 
the  formation  of  rail  roads,  the  present  bUl  ought  not  to 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  It  had  b©en  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  whose  special  province  it 
is  to  guard  our  revenue,  and  had  received  their  approba- 
tion—«yet  it  contained  no  provision  calculated  to  protect 
the  revenue  from  the  grossest  fraud.  Iron  of  any  kind 
or  form,  and  to  any  extent  that  a  rail  road  company  may 
think  necessary,  and  the  President  of  the  company  may 
wncerely  and  truly  affirm  is  for  Uie  sole  use  of  the  rail  road 
of  the  said  company,  and  that  the  same  wdl  not  be  .used 
for  any  other  purpose  whatever.  And  what  control  haa 
this  President  over  this  iron  after  it  is  out  of  his  possession, 
even  if  he  should  continue  in  office.  But  he  may  take 
his  oath  to<lay,  and  die,  or  rcsipi,  or  be  turned  out  of 
office  to-morrow — in  which  case  his  oath  would  be  of  no 
impdrtance.  There  is  no  bond— no  security  that  the  iron 
should  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  tail  road. 

When  a  drawback  is  to  be. allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  imported  goods,  the  utmost  caution  is  Aised  to  prevent 
fraud  upon  the  revenue  ;  the  goods  must  be  exported 
within  one  year  of  the  time  they  are  imported  i  notice 
must  be  given  of  the  quantity  of  goods,  and  time  when 
to  be  exported ;  they  must  be  in  the  same  casks,  boxes, 
packages,  &c.  in  which  they  were  imported  ;  bonds  must 
be  given  for  the  duties,  to  be  discharged  on  certifi<»tc 
that  the  goods  have  absolutely  been  delivered  in  a  foreign 
port.  These,  and  many  other  provisions,  are  to  be  found 
upon  our  statute  books,  where  drawback  is  allowed  upon 
goods  sent  to  a  foreign  country  ;  and  yet  no  precaution 
\b  used  in  this  bill  to  prevent  this  iron,  spread  over  the 
country,  from  one  end  of  a  rail  road  to  the  other,  from 
being  appropriated  to  other  purpostA,  than  those  of  the 
rail  road. 

The  Baltimore  Rail  Road  Company  are  no  doubt  very 
honorable  men,  who  would  not  defraud  the  revenue  ;  but 
this  till  extends  to  all  rail  road  companies^  formed  and  to 
be  formed  ;  and  to  all  individuals  disposed  to  make  pub- 
lic or  private  rail  roads.  It  is  a  very  unsafe  legislstion,  to 
presume  upon  the  honor  and  honesty  of  all  mankind. 
Our  revenue  laws  seem  to  be  founded  upon  an  opposite 
presumption. 

But  why,  sud  Mr.  D.  is  this  privilege  of  importing  iron 
confined  to  those  making  rail  roads  ?    In  making  canals, 
which  are  the  rivals  of  rail  roads,  very  large  quantities  of 
iron  and  steel  are  consumed.    .The  prop<Mied  tunnel  thro* 
the  Alleghany  mounUins,  rf  five  or  six  mUes,  ^ould  con- 
sume as  much  iron  in  its  excavation  as  would  make  plates 
for  a  hundred  miles  of  rail  load.     Why  not  suffer  Canal 
companies  to  import  iron,  as  well  as  machinery,  duty  free  ^ 
But  why  is  this  remission  of  duty  confined  to  iron  and 
machinery  ?    Large  quantities  of  lead  will  be  required 
for  fixing  the  iron  to  the  stone  work  upon  tail  roads— why 
not  admit  that  duty  free  ?    There  will  be  a  great  consump- 
tion  of  cordage  in  the  diflPerent  machines  necessary  for 
raising  and  removing  rocks,  making  excavations  and  re- 
moving earth  from  such  rail  roads.    Immense  quantities 
of  gunpowder  will  be  consumed  in  their  operations.    Why 
not  remit  the  duty  upon  these  articles  ^    Vast  quantitiea 
of  ardent  spirit  will  be  consumed  by  the  laborers  employ- 
ed upon  their  rail  roads,  the  expense  of  which  must  fall 
directly  or  indirectly  upon  the  companies  or  indivkluala 
constructing  these  roads.     Why  not  remit  the  duty  uptui 
this  article  7    And  indeed  upon  all  others  necessary  for 
the  construction  of  rail  roads  P    But  why  is  not  like  favor 
to  be  extended  to  every  branch  of  industry^and  eoterprixe 
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IB  this  couRtry— why  not  suffer  the  ship-buiWcr  to  import 
his  iron,  cordage,  and  sails,  duty  free — why  not  suffer 
manufacturing  and  steamboat  companies  to  import  their 
steam  engines,  machinery,  and  iron,  duty  fh:e  .^  Why 
not  suffer  the  farmer  and  planter  to  import  the  iron  ne< 
cessary  for  carrying  on  their  business,  duty  free  ?  ^ 

The  gentleman  m>m  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith]  has  inform- 
ed us  that  there  is  no  specuhition  in  this  case,  as  it  res- 
pects the  Baltimore  rail  road  company — that  their  stock 
is  subscribed  for  pftrtly  by  the  State  of  Maryland— partly 
by  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  partly  by  individuals  of  for- 
tune, whb  have  subscribed  with  a  view  to  accomplish  this 
great  object  of  Internal  Improvement— a  rail  road  from 
Baltimore  (o  the  Ohio — that  they  are  every  way  compe- 
tent to  the  completion  of  this  object,  and  that  they  will 
complete  it.  Nothing,  he  says,  would  tempt  them  to  part 
witli  their  stock — that  their  charter  is  secure,  their  rates 
of  toll  fixed — that  their  subscription  is  full,  and  that  their 
scrip  is  selling  at  sixteen  dollars  for  eadi  dollar  paid  in, 
and  yet  nothing  would  induce  the  rich  stockholders  to 
sell  out,  and  because  they  will  not  sell  out,Ve  are  to  pre- 
sume there  is  no  speculation  in  the  case.-  Perhaps  they 
consider  it  a  better  speculation  to  keep  their  stock,  than 
to  sell  it  at  the  present  rate  of  sixteen  hundred  per  cent, 
advance,  but  if  we  pass  the  present  bill,  their  scrip  will 
probably  command  a  price  of  twenty  for  one  ;  in  that  case 
the  stockholders  might  be  induced  to  sell  out,  and  make 
a  profit  upon  their  money,  such  as  has  never  been  heard 
of  in  this  country. 

But  if  this  company  shall  have  no  views  of  speculation, 
other  companies  to  be  formed  may  have — indeed,  if  these 
companies  are  to  be  thus  encouraged,  we  shaU  have  bub- 
bles enoogh-«-rail  road  companies  will  be  formed  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  importing  iron  and  machinery,  duty  free. 
The  companies  will,  many  of  them  fail,  their  iron,  to  the 
amount  of  thousands  of  tons,  will  be  sold  in  the  country, 
and  be  consumed  without  paying  duty. 

But,  -savs  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  this  company 
do  not  ask  for  money,  but  merelv  for  a  remission  of  the 
duties  upon  the  iro^  -  and  machinery  they  may  want  \ 
that  is,  they  do  not  want  us  to  give  them  two  or  tliree  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars^  but  to  release  them  from  the. pay- 
ment  of  so  much,  which,  otherwise,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  pay  to  the  government.  To  the  company  it  is  precise- 
ly the  same  thing  as  giving  them  so  much — to  the  govern- 
ment and  to  the  country  it  is  much  worse. 

The  gentleman  informs,  that  the  iron  is  not  produced 
in  the  country — that  the  company  have  advertised  for  iron 
and  have  received  but  two  ofiers,  and  but  for  u  small  part 
of  what  they  demand.  The  capacity  of  this  country  to 
produce  iron  is  without  limits  ;  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land aJone  can  produce  iron  enough  for  this  rail  road,  in 
addition  to  what  tliey  now  make.  The  whole  quantity 
necessary  for  tlie  n&il  road  could  be  furnished  in  one  year  ; 
but  it  will  take  .several  years  to  complete  the  rail  road, 
and  there  will  not  be  the  least  inconvenience  in  furnish- 
ing the  iron  as  fast  as  wanted.  This  road  is  t^  be  mtide 
through  the  very  region  of  iron  worksj  where  the  article 
can  be  supplied  in  the  greatest  abundance. 

Ill  a  very  short  period,  the  United  States  could  produce 
twice  the  quantity  of  iron  now  produced.  The  article  can 
be  produced  far  beyond  the  wantS  of  the  country,  rail 
roads  included. 

It  is  said  that  this  company  has  been  offered  iron  fit  for 
their  purpose^  at  $75  per  ton  \  but  that  they  think  that 
they  can  import  it,  if  duty  free,  at  |65  per  ton,  that  is,,  if 
the  government  will  remit  them  $18  per  ton,  on  one  kind 
of  iron,  or  $30  on  another,  they  will  be  gainers  by  im- 
porting, rather  than  buying  here,  by  $10  on  the  ton. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  the  iron  for  rail  roads  must 
be  made  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  and  that  we  have  not 
the  skill  in  this  country  for  making  it,  and  that  it  is  not 
made  here.     It  will  not  be  made  until  it  is  wanted.     But 


when  wanted,  it  'can  be  made  with  as  much  nicety  and 
exactness  as  it  can  be  made  in  England.  Ouc  rolling 
mills  are  already  brought  to  the  highest  state  of  perfec- 
tion. Besides,  if  it  were  necessary  to  employ  more  »kill 
and  more  capital,  than  are  now  in  the  country,  for  mak- 
ing iron  for  tlie  rail  roads,  it  would  be  much  better  to  hold 
out  inducements  to  that  skill  and  capital  to  come  here, 
than  encourage  it  abroad. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  we  already  admit  a  variety  of 
articles  duty  free,  for  the  advantage  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures,  as  plaster  of  parii>,  fur,  millstones,  dye- 
woods,  &c.  ;  but  it  must  be  observed,  that  in  those  cases, 
the  conditionof  duty  fi-ee  extends  to  the  whole  of  each 
article,  and  not  to  a  part ;  a  manu&cturer  may  import 
plaster  of  paris,  or  a  termer  may  import  dye  woods;  there 
can,  therefore,  be  no  fraud  upon  the  revenue  ;  to  make 
the  present  case  parallel  with  those,  all .  iron  should  be 
imported  duty  free. 

1  he  preseikt  bill,  if  it  should  pass,  will  lead  to  enormous 
frauds,,  without  any  beneficial  result  to  the  public,  for  the 
'rail  road  will  be  made  whether  the  bill  shall  pass  or  not. 
Mr.  HAY NE  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and  with 
peculiar  force  and  energy,  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  said, 
m  whatever  aspect  it  presents  itself,  he  was  disposed  to 
view  it  in  the  most  favorable  light.  He  believed  there 
was  no  modern  improvement  of  greater  value  than  the 
rail  road  ;  it  had  effected  much  in  England,  and  he  thbught 
wa^  destined  to  produce  still  greater  results  in  tliis  coun- 
try. From  all  he  liad  been  able  to  glean  from  the  most 
authentic  works,  as  well  as  persons  capable  of  judging  of 
the  subject,  rail  roads  were  decidedly  superior  to  canals. 
Mr.  H .  then  went  into  a  long  and  minute  calculation  to 
shew  the  advantages.  -He  alluded  to  the  route  contem- 
plated to  be  taken  by  this  road,  as  more  direct  than  a 
canal  route  could  be,  and  would,  consequently,  insure  a 
very  great  saving  of  time  in  transporting  goods  and  pas- 
sengers, from  one  part  of  the  counhy  to  the  other.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  less  liable  ta  injury  than  canals, 
and  repaired  at  much  less  cost.  We  overcome  any  ascent 
by  means  of  an  inclined  plane  and  stationary  engine, 
while  the  expense  necessary  to  be  incurred  in  surmount- 
ing this  difficulty,  contrasted  with  that  of  locks  for  a  like 
purpose,  would  only  be  one  half.  Another  advantage 
was,  that  the  speed  of  the  rail  road  might  be  increased  at 
pleasure,  while  on  canals,  it  was  limited,  at  most,  to  three 
or  four  miles  per  hour.  Steam  was  adapted  to  rail  roads, 
which  had,  in  a  measure,  changed  the  aspect  of  things, 
and  so  far  as  interchange  was  concerned,  bad  almost  an- 
nihilated, as  it  were,  time  and  space. 

Mr.  BARNARD  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
Although  Pennsylvania,  he  said,  had  authorized  rail  roads 
to  be  constructed  to  a  very  considerable  .extent,  and  al- 
though the  provisions  of  this  bill  will  enable  her  to  obtain 
the  iron,  free  of  duty,  for  the  purpose  of  making  these 
roads,  yet  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  one  of  her  representatives, 
for  what  he  conceived  to  be  very  substantial  reasons,  to 
oppose  its  passage. 

This  measure,  said  Mr.  B.  is  founded  on  a  memorial 
from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  but  the 
terms  of  the  bill  are  general,  and  extends  to  all  rail  roads 
that  are  now  contemplated  and  authorized,  as  well  as  all 
that  may  be  projected  and  made  at  any  time  hereafter. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  admitted,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  these  roads,  and  he  was  decidedly 
friendly  to  the  improvement  of  the  country  by  this  or  any 
other  proper  means,  but  said  he,  the  question  now  under 
discussion,  is  not  in  what  degree  these  works  will  benefit 
and  improve  the  country,  and  whether  it  will  be  pohtic 
and  wise  to  have  all  the  iron  to  be  used  in  their  construc- 
tion, brought  from  foreign  countries  free  of  duty.  Now, 
said  he,  is  it  necessary  to  enquire  into  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  rail  roads  and  canals  }  The  advantages  of  both 
are  admitted,  nor  would  he  pretend  to  say  which  will  en. 
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sure  the  greatest  facilities  to  commercial  intercourse. 
Eacli  are  beneficial. 

As  a  Pennsylvanian,  he  felt  proud  that  his  native  State 
had  embarked  in  the  work  of  Internal  Improvement,  and 
he  could  not,  therefore,  but  feel  friendly  to  every  under- 
taking having  this  for  its  object,  and  which  promised  na- 
tional advantages,  whetl)er  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
or  out  of  it.  He  was  friendly  to  improvements  generally. 
The  advocates  of  this  bill,  and  the  memorial  to  Con- 
gress from  the  Baltimore  Company,  asked  for  this  exemp 
Son  from  the  ordinary  duties,  on  the  grotuul,  that  iron  of 
the  kind  required  for  the  work  could  not  be  procured  in 
the  countiT,  and  because  of  the  character  »nd  impoHance 
of  the  undertaking. 

Now,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  endeavor  to  show  that 
there  can  be  no  want  of  iron — that  it  can  be  furnished  in 
any  qusntlty,  and  to  any  extent  for  these  improvements, 
without  resorting  to  Europe  for  it.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  our  country  abounds  in  iron  ore — that  the  beds 
of  it  are  inexhaustible.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  States  of 
Vermont,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  ard  Missouri,  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance—in any  quantity  required. 

Mr.  B.  here  referred  to  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  prove  the  quantities  in  New-York,  New-Jersey, 
'  and  elsewhere. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Company,  he  said,  alleged 
that  15,000  tons  will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  that 
work,  hut  as  the  greatest  distance  of  the  road  is  only  330 
miles,  and  36  tons  per  mile  is  what  is  demanded,  the  quan- 
tity by  this  estimate  will  be  less  than  13,000  tons  of  bar 
or  rolled  iron.  Now,  said  he,  thtf  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
alone,  manufactures  31,800  tons  of  bar  iron,  annually,  and 
in  proof  of  this  assertion,  he  referred  to  the  membeivof  the 
Manufacturing  Committee  of  the  other  House.  (Here 
Mr.  B.  read  from,  the  printed  testimony,  shewing  the 
quantity  made  in  Pennsylvania.) 

What,  said  he,  will  be  the  time  required  to  make  this 
road  }  It  is  not  to  be  made  in  a  day,  a  month,  or  a  year. 
The  ground  is  to  be  levelled  and  prepared,  and  much 
work  to  be  done  before  the  iron  will  be  called  for.  I'his 
is  a  work  of  great  extent,  embracing  a  distance  of  upwards 
of  300  miles.  How  long  was  the  New-YoA  canal  in  pro- 
gress, with  a  distance  no  ^ater,  before  it  was  complet- 
ed } — how  many  years  did  it  take  to  finish  this  great  work, 
with  all  the  resources  and  activity  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful  State  called  into  requisition  ? 

Look  at  the  Union  Canal  of  Pennsylvania.  How  many 
years  were  required  for  its  completion  ?  Pennsylvania 
commenced  her  canal  system  two  years  ago,  to  unite  the 
East  and  the  West  togetlier,  but  the  work  is  scA>ceIy  yet 
begun.  This  rail-road  will  then  require  years  for  its  com- 
pletion ;  at  the  lowest  computation  five  years,  but  allow 
that  it  csn  be  finished  in  three  years,  and  this  will  allow 
upwards  of  100  miles,  and  an  expnenditure  of  more  than 
two  millions  per  annum.  When,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  consider 
this  extent,  and  this  large  sum  to  be  laid  out,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  difficulties  necessarily  attendant  upon  a  new 
and  untried  experiment  in  this  country,  it  must  be  allow- 
ed that  three  years  is  the  shortest  possible  time  in  which 
the  work  can  be  finished.  He  said  he  should  be  sgree- 
ably  disappointed  if  it  was  finished  within  thst  period. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  B:,  it  has  been  shown  that  Penn- 
sylvania alone  manufactures  21,800  tons  of  that  bar  iron 
annually  :  and  he  wished  to  be  permitted  here  to  say, 
that  she  can,  even  with  her  present  works,  manufacture 
one- third  more,  if  there  is  a  demand  for  it,  by  adding  to 
the  workmen,  and  giving  additional  force  to  the  iron  es- 
tablishments The  quantity  then  required  for  the  Balti- 
more rail  road,  supposing  it  to  take  three  years  to  com- 
plete it,  will  be  about  4^000  tons  annually.  If  Pennsyl- 
vania furnishes  this  quantity  from  the  amount  now  foade. 


there  still  will  remain  for  ordinaiy  consumption  near 
18,000  tons  ;  the  company  can  then  be  supplied  without 
inconvenience  or  increase  of  price  \  and  here  be  would 
observe,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  iron  masters  will  gladly  under- 
take to  furnish  this  ^quantity  annually,  and  of  the  best 
quality,  too,  tor  our  iron  ore  is  equal  to  any  in  the  world. 
But,  said  Mr.  B  ,  they  can  very  readily  manufacture  the 
present  quantity,  with  all  the  increase  that  will  be  requir. 
ed  by  this  company  for  its  road. 

Besides,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  a  demand  is  made  for  this  kind 
of  iron,  old  works  will  be  revived,  and  new  ones  put  into 
operation,  which,  with  those  already  in  use,  csn  supply 
to  any  extent  wanted.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  our 
mountains  are  filled  with  tlie  ore — the  supply  is  inex- 
haustible. Timber  is  equally  plenty  ;  and  water  power 
and  sites  for  iron  works  almost  without  limit.  M' hen  the 
material,  and  the  facilities  for  its  manufacture,  are  so  very 
great,  can  it  be  doubted  that  it  can  be  supplied  in  any 
quantity  required,  and  without  the  exorbitant  price  ap- 
prehended by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  ^ 

But  a  supply  is  also  necessaiy  for  the  use  of  the  rail-roads 
authorized  by  the  Pennsylvania  Legishture.  The  quantity 
will  not  be  more  than  about  1000  tons  annually.  There 
cannot  be  the  least  difficulty  in  furnishing  this  additional 
quantity.  Pennsylvania,  if  this  bill  passes,  will,  it  is  pre^ 
sumed,  avail  herself  of  its  provisions,  and  obtain  iron  for 
her  rail  ways  at  the  cheapest  rate  ;  but  she  does  not  ask 
for  the  bill ;  she  does  not  think  it  necessary,  and  will 
never  ask  for  any  measure  that  will  operate  to  the  injury 
of  her  citizens,  or  be  impolitic  and  injudicious  in  a  na- 
tional point  of  view. 

The  quantity  of  iron  numufactured  in  this  country  will 
be  in  e^act  proportion  to  the  demand  for  it.  Tile  mate- 
rials lay  in  our  soil  to  an  immeasurable  extent  j  it  is  only 
necessary'  to  afford  the  necessary  encouragement  and 
create  a  market,  and  all  that  can  possibly  ^be  required  will 
be  furnished  ;  and  that,  too,  as  fast  as  these  rail-roads  can 
progress  or  stand  in  need  of  it 

Mr.  B,  said  he  had  confined  himself  to  the  supply  which 
Pennsylvania  alone  could  furnish  {*  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  Pennsylvania  is  only  one  of  the  many  Ststes 
of  this  confederacy  which  abound  in  this  indispensable 
and  highly  useful  article. 

The  ground,  tlien,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  country  has 
not  the  capacity  to  furnish  the  iron  necessary  for  the 
Baltimore  rail-road,  and  which  is  one  of  the  reasons  urg*- 
ed  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  had,  he  conceived,  entirely 
failed. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  this  work  of  such  a  character  as  to 
entitle  it  to  this  special  privilege.^  He  had  already  ad- 
mitted that  such  works  deserved  every  proper  encourage- 
ment and  aid  nut  inconsistent  with  the  interest  and  settled 
policy  of  the  nation.  What  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
Gpvemment  from  its  first  organization  ?  Has  it  not  been 
to  produce  within  oiu'selves  every  article  of  necessity, 
which  the  country  can  afford  in  abundance,  and  not  be 
dependent  on  foreign  supply  for  our  wants  ?  Is  not  the 
tariff'  bill  now  befbre  us,  based  on  this  principle  ?  Its  ob- 
ject is  to  give  protection  to  our  home  productions. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  not  the  bill  now  asked  for,  in  direct 
opposition  to  this  system  of  protection  ;  an4  \f  ill  it  not 
establish  a  new,  misdiievous,  and  dangerous  principle  > 
It  is  alleged  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smre] 
that  the  principle  is  not  new,  and  he  has  cited  many  in- 
stances to  show  that  articles  have  been  and  are  imported 
free  of  dutv  ;  but  the  difference  between  the  cases  men- 
tioned  by  him  (and  it  is  a  very  essential  one)  and  the 
case  presented  by  this  bill,  is,  that  the  articles  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  countiy  free  of  duty  to  all  who  choose  to 
import  them  ;  but  here  a  special  favor  is  contended  for-^ 
it  is  asked  to  import  iron  for  certain  purposes,  free  of 
duty,  for  the  benefit  of  a  lafge  and  wealthy  corporation, 
whUe  aH  the  rest  of  the  community  are  compelled  to  pay 
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t^is  duty :  it  is  a  special  exemption  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few — it  was  granting'  exclusive  privileges,  and  thereby 
establishing  a  precedent  hitherto  \inknown  in  our  reve- 
nue laws. 

Will  not  the  effect  be,  to  do  great  in jtistice  to  all  the 
citizens  of  the  country  who  are  not  interested  in  these 
rail-road  connpaniea  ^   Why  this  distinction  ^ 

It  is  perfectly  well  known,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  iron  is  an 
article  used  for  all  the  purposes  of  life.  The  farmer,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacturer — all  require  its  use.  Wh^, 
then,  shall  they  be  compelled  to  pay  a  higher  price  than 
than  these  associations  r  and  yet  such  will  be  the  inevit- 
able effect  if  this  bill  passes.  Will  they  not  have  a  right 
to  complain  f  Will  they  not  complain  of  this  iDequaJity 
and  unfairness  }  WiU  they  not  say,  we  contribute  our  full 
proportion  to  all  tlie  expenses  of  the  Government,  as 
much  so  as  any  member  of  a  rail-road  company,  and  yet 
they  can  f  et  their  iron,  free  of  duly,  to  construct  a  work 
which  wifi  yield  them  a  very  extei.sive  profit,*  while  we 
cannot.  To  make  a  distinction  amongst  our  citizens  is  at 
all  times  injudicious.  Let  every  burthen  be  equal  and 
alike  upon  all.  Place  all  on  tlTe  same  footing,  and  you 
will  hear  no  complaints  But  favor  the  few.  and  the 
wealthy,  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  and  you  act  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  true  principles  of  our  republican  institutions. 

And,  said  Mr.  B-,  do  these  works  entitle  them  to  thepe 
special  favors  }  We  all  admit  that  great  credit  is  due  to 
the  patriotic  and  enterprizing  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Bal- 
timore in  starting  this  rail-road.  They  deserve  the  highest 
commendation  $  »nd,  said  Mr.  B.,  1  would  be  the  lut  to 
withhold  it  from  them. 

But  is  not  this  work  undertaken  for  motives  of  inte- 
rest >  It  is  admitted  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Smitb]  that  the  object  is  to  secure  the  important  and 
valuable  trade  of  the  West.  This  is  all  perfectly  fair, 
but  it  shews  that  private  gain  is  the  moving  principle. 
The  intention  is  to  benefit  Baltimore  and  all  its  citicen;*, 
and  none  more  so  than  the  gentlemen  composing  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail-road  Company.  In  addition  to 
the  benefit  which  which  they  will  enjoy  in  common  with 
all  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens,  will  be  the  dividends 
arising  from  the  tolls  of  the  road;  tlie  stock  has  advanced 
to  a  very  considerable  sum  above  par  already,  and  why  ? 
Because  the  trade  is  expected  to  be  immense,  and  the 
profits  in  proportion  ;  public  good,  then,  is  not  the  only 
object  of  Uiis  company  ;  this  will^  undoubtedly,  be  the 
consequence,  but  the  private  profit  and  advantage  to  the 
individual  members  is  not  overlooked  in  this  project. 

Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  why  are  iron  works  established  > 
For  precisely  the  same  reason  that  rail-roads  and  all  other 
monied  associations  are  created,  tq  profit  the  individuals, 
for  ultimate  gain.  But  do  not  iron  establishments  benefit 
the  public  and  the  nation  >  Tiiey  produce  from  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth  the  ore  whisb  before  was  wholly  value- 
less. The  timber  which  covered  the  ground,  and  was 
an  incumbrance  to  the  soil  and  the  owner,  is  felled  and 
tised.  Thus,  materials  which  in  a  state  of  nature  were 
wholly  useless,  become  of  g^at  value.  The  stock  of  na^ 
tional  wealth  is  increased  :  it  is  true  the  proprietor  reaps 
the  advantage  in  the  first  instance,  but  it  is  a  national 
gain  in  the  end. 

Are  not  the  iron  manufacturers,  then,  in  a  national 
point  of  vieyv,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  members  of  a 
rail -road  company  ?  These  last  only  furnish  the  means  of 
transportation  to'a  market  what  the  former  have  convert- 
ed into  value  and  usefulness.  Are  not  the  iron  works  of 
our  country,  therefore,  entitled  to  the  fostering  care  of 
our  Government  f  Pennsylvania  alone  has  a  capital  of 
about  $  15,000,000  invested  iu  iron  establishments.  Shall 
we  neglect,  nay,  injure,  and  perhaps  ruin,  tliis  extensive 
business,  by  granting  the  favored  privileges  asked  for  by 
this  bill  > 

To  allow,  said  Mr.  B»,  of  partial  importations,  free  of 


duty,  will  operate  as  a  check  on  our  manufiictarers  of  iron 
— it  will  depress  their  exertions,  instead,  as  it  ought  to 
be  done,  of  encouraging  them.  To  allow  of  importations, 
free  of  duty,  for  all  rail-roads  now  and  hereafter  (and  such 
are  the  provisions  of  the  bill)  will  be  to  affect  very  mate* 
rially  the  whole  iron  establishments  of  the  country.  Im- 
portations for  partial  objects  will  have  the  same  effect 
and  operation  as  a  seneral  diminution  in  the  duty.  Will 
this  be  fair  or  just : 

These  works,  said  Mr.  B,^  were  erected  in  the  full 
confidence  that  the  existing  duty  on  iron  would  not  be 
lessened.  Was  there  not  an  implied  pledge  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  that  the  duties  should  coniinue  as  at 
present  established,  and  will  not  the  passage  of  this  bill 
be  a  violation  of  that  pledge  ?  The  citizens  of  our  coun- 
try have  a  right  to,  and  do  expect,  that  when  duties  are 
established  by  Congress,  they  shall  not  be  diminished, 
either  by  partial  exemption,  or  otiierwise,  to  the  injury 
of  the  establishments  created  under  the  full  persusMon 
that  those  duties  will  be  continued.  Can  we,  Ithen,  with- 
out doing  manifest  injustice,  grant  the  special  favors  so- 
licited by  thefie  rail -road  companies  ?  But  there  is  ano- 
ther point  of  view,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  which  tliis  question 
presents  itself.  He  had  said  before,  it  had  always  been 
the  policy  of  this  Government  not  to  grant  special  favors 
for  particular  objects,  but  to  deal  to  all  alike  in  our  public 
measures.  Now,  what  has  been  the  course  of  this  Go- 
vernment with  respect  to  articles  necessary  for  national 
purposes  ?  The  iron  used  in  the  building  of  our  ships  of 
war;  the  artillery  which  floats  on  their  decks  {  the  an- 
chors, and  all  other  articles  of  iron,  are  the  produce  of  our 
own  country.  Has  the  Government  thought  it  proper  or 
politic  to  obtain  this  iron  cheaper,  by  importing  it  free  of 
duty,  although  for  strictly  national  purposes  ?  Has  it 
been  thouglit  wise  or  prudent  to  import,  free  of  duty, 
the  clothing  necessary  for  our  military  force  ?  Why, 
then,  should  we  extend  a  privilege  to  local  asseciations 
which  we  deny  for  general  national  purposes  ?  Why 
break  through  a  funeral  established  system,  for  a  favored 
portion  of  our  citizens,  while  the  Government  it&elf,  and 
all  the  rest  of  our  countrymen,  are  debarred  from  its  be- 
nefits ?  That  system  cannot  be  right  which  deals  un- 
equally with  those  who  are  entitled  to  equal  privileges. 

Again,  said  Mr.  Bi,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  we 
send  abroad  about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  to  obtain 
that  which  can  be  very  readily  and  conveniently  furnished 
at  home.  '  We  establish  our  workshops  in  Europe,  in* 
stead  of  keeping  them  in  ou?  own  countiy.  The  sum 
required  to  purchase  the  iron  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Rail-road  Company  and  the  Penasylvania  rail-roads  alone, 
would  furnish  employment  and  support  to  about  30,000 
of  our  own  citizens  for  one  year,  it  the.  iron  was  obtained 
in  the  country — if  tirought  frotp  abroad  we  give  so  much 
to  foreicrners. 

This  large  sum  expended  in  the  country  would  be  sen- 
sibly felt.  Besides  the  employment  offered  to  the  work- 
men who  would  be  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
iron,  the  farmer  would  be  materially  benefitted  by  having 
a  new  market  for  his  grain,  flour,  and  other  provisions. 
The  sufn  would  be  laid  dut  among  ourselves,  and  not  sent 
to  foreign  countries  to  enrich  their  subjects,  instead  of 
our  own  people.  But  as  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are 
general,  and  extends  to  all  rail-roads  to  be  constructed, 
we  cannot  foresee  the  sums  that  will  be  sent  to  other 
countries  to  the  great  injury  and  impoverisliment  of  our- 
selves, and  tliis,  too,  to  obtain  a  material  that  our  coun- 
try can  furnish  to  an  unlimited  extent.  We  undertake  a 
great  domestic  improvement,  and  we  send  for  a  foreign 
material  to  accomplish  it,  when  the  article  is  at  our  own 
door.  I  must  confess,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  do  not  like  the  idea 
of  having  our  roads  made  by  foreign  hands  and  foreign 
miteriau*  and  when  the  professed,  and  no  doubt  actual 
object  IS  the  general  improvement  of  the  country,  lliese 
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rail-roads  were  undertaken  without  any  expectation,  at 
least  without  any  assurance,  that  they  could  procure 
from  Congress  an  act  of  this  kind.  No  special  pcivilege 
could  have  been  anticipated,  so  that  there  wiH  be  no  in- 
justice in  denying  it.  If,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  deemed  expe- 
dient to  assist  tliese  companies,  it  will  be  much  better  to 
do  it  by  a  direct  donation  from  your  Treasury,  by  sub- 
scription to  the  stock  ;  and  the  Government  will  have  the 
benefit  of  any  profit  that  may  accrue  from  dividends,  be- 
sides favoring  our  own  countrymen,  by  makinj^  it  neces- 
sary to  obtain  the  materials  at  home  instead  of  in  Europe. 
Begin,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  system  of  granting  special  pri- 
vileges to  these  companies,  and  you  carinot  foresee  the 
end  and  consequences  of  it.  Application  after  applica- 
tion will  be  made  to  Congress  for  similar  favors.  This 
bill  will  be  referred  to  as  a  precedetit,  and  you  may  as 
well  repeal  your  revenue  laws  at  once,  apd  withdraw 
all  protection  from  our  own  domestic  industry  aiid  ma- 
nufactures, as  to  go  on  and  abolish  partially  and  in  de- 
tail. 

Mr.  B.  said,  when  ihis  bill  was  first  introduced,  con- 
sidering that,  sir,  our  State  had  engaged  to  some  extent 
in  rail  roads,  and  that  works  of  tliis  kind  would  benefit 
the  nation  at  hrge,  he  had  thought  favorably  of  it.  But 
a  little  reflection  had  convinced  nim  of  the  impolicy  of 
the  measure  asked  for,  and  he  had  determined  to  oppose 
it.  Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  trusting  that  tile  Senate  would 
negative  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  briefly  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
BARNARD.  He  considered  that  the  manufacturers  had 
DO  concern  in  the  bill,  as  it  was  out  of  their  power  to 
supply  the  aKicle.  l*he  question  was,  in  his  opinion, 
whether  the  United  States  would  generously  release  the 
company  from  the  duties,  in  order  that  this  experiment, 
of  greitt  importance  to  the  country,  might  be  made  as 
advantageously  as  possible. 

Mr.  D1CKER80N  replied  to  the  observations  of  Mr. 
HAYNE. 

Mr.  TYLER  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  If  the  advo- 
cates of  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  had  hitherto 
acted  upon  a  correct  principle,  and  desired  to  enable  the 
mdustry  of  our  own  citizens  to  supply  the  consumption 
of  the  country,  they  ought  to  support  this  measure,  as 
any  plan  which  sliould  facilitate  the  construction  of  this 
work  would  have  a  tendency  to  open  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  a  vast  extent,  as  the  rail-road  would  pass 
through  one  of  the  richest  mineral  regions  of  the  coun- 
tr>',  and  have  the  effect  to  increase  the  manufacture  of 
iron  beyond  conception,  and  as  it  would  enable  the  ma- 
nufacturer to  rarry  it  to  market  at  a  trifling  expense. 

Mr.  McLANE  said,  he  did  not  rise  with  a  view  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  but 
'  simply  to  reply  to  some  objections  which  had  been  urged 
by  the  opponents  of  the  measure.  He  had  no  idea  that 
the  operation  of  the  bill  would  be  to  diminish  the  reve- 
nue, as  there  was  no  guard  in  the  drawback  system  which 
wap  not  embraced  in  the  subject  before  them.  Mr.  McL. 
went  into  an  exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  iron  used  in  the 
country,  the  number  of  tons  produced  by  our  own  manu- 
factures, and  the  number  annually  imported,  shewing 
how  far  the  native  production  fell  sliort  of  the  absolute 
wants. 

He  did  not  think  it  possible  to  lay  such  a  protecting 
duty  on  the  iron  manufacture  of  this  country,  as  would 
bring  the  produce  to  tlie  demand,  unless  he  went  further 
than  he  was  disposed  to  go,  or  the  Senate  would  sanction. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  go  on  the  supposition  that  if  we  re- 
fuse to  adopt  this  measure  the  rail-road  company  will  be 
obliged  to  purchase  the  iron  necessaty  for  this  work  from 
our  own  manufactures.  But  such,  said  Mr.  McL.,  will 
not  be  the  fact.  Compel  it  to  pay  tliis  duty,  which  it 
asks  to  be  relieved  from,  it  must  necessarily  seek  fbr  iron 
abroad,  because  it  cannot  be  had  here,  and  then  the  com* 


pany  will  remunerate  itself  by  an  increase  of  tolls,  so  that 
gfentlemen  must  at  once  see  the  burden  will  ultimately 
fall  on  the  nation,  and  be  paid  from  the  pocket  of  the 
farmer,  mechanic^  and  manufacturer. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  rose  simply  to  mske  a  brief 
reply  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BxRHABD.]  He  had  been  told,  said  Mr. 
S.,  that  it  will  take  three  years  to  make  this  rail  road,  and 
in  that  time  iron  would  be  supplied  from  our  own  manu- 
factories. He  could  tell  gentlemen,  if  we  had  to  depend 
on  our  own  manufactories  fur  that  article,  they  would 
have  to  wait  twenty  years  before  they  could  accomplish 
it.  The  intelligent  men  at  the  head  of  the  rail-road  com- 
pany knew  the  value  of  interest  too  well  to  wait  for  our 
own  manufactories,  and  would  immediately  proceed  to 
import. 

Mr.  S.  sai  1,  the  bill  before  ttiem  better  provided  aninst 
fraud  upon  the  revenue  than  any  drawback  bill  he 
ever  knew.  The  gentleman  has  told  us  that  Pennsylva- 
nia is  a  great  iron  country.  True  it  is,  sir,  but  yet  she 
does  not  supply  as  much  as  is  imported  into  the  United 
States  annuaUy. 

The  quantity  furnished  by  her  is  twenty-one  thousand 
tons.  The  eentlenuin  has  assumed  what  is  not  warranted 
by  the  facts  before  us — 'tis,  that  Pennsylvania  can  increase 
the  quantity  adequate  to  our  wants.  If  such  be  the  fact, 
Mr.  President «  why  has  she  not  done  so  ?  Surely  there 
has  been  an  ample  demand  for  it. 

Mr.  Smith  here  dweh  with  peculiar  energy  on  the  ad- 
vantages likely  to  be  derived  from  the  contemplated  work 
to  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  the  States  in  common, 
and  he  brouglit  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen  the  towns  of 
Manchester,  Sheffield  Birmingham,  whch  from  small 
villages  had  increased  in  a  few  years  to  be  large  towns, 
and  chiefly,  he  believed,  in  consequence  of  the  fiiciVtttes 
afforded  them  in  the  transportation  of  heavy  articles. 

Mr.  DICRERSON.— The  honorable  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland [Mr.  Smith]  informs  us  that  this  bill  cannot  Injure 
the  iron  masters  in  this  country,  because  whether  it  passes 
or  not  the  h*on  for  this  company  will  be  imported.  It  is 
not  conceived  that  the  iron  masters  will  be  injured  by 
this  bill ;  but  if  it  were  so,  the  revenue  will  be  injured,  as 
the  anuNint  of  duties  upon  the  imported  iron  will  un- 
doubtedly come  into  the  Treasury  if  we  do  not  pass  this 
bill,  and  as  cerUirily  lost  to  it  if  we  do.  The  gentleman 
says,  .that  even  if  from  the  immense  abundance  of  the  ma- 
terial for  making  iron  in  this  country,  we  have  not  the 
means  of  rolling  it ;  that  a  rolling  mill  will  cost  from  fifty 
to  a  hundred  thousand  dollarb.  If  the  gentleman  had 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  subject,  he  woukl  know 
that  the  rolling  of  the  iron  is  the  least  difficulty  in  the 
case — ^Ihat  owe  rolling  mill  requiring  one  hundred  tliou- 
sand  dollars  capital,  could  roll  all  the  iron  that  could  be 
made  in  as  many  forges  and  furnaces  as  would  require  a 
capital  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

Tlie  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  McLikb]  thinks  that 
the  iron  cannot  be  produced  in  this  country,  which  he 
says  is  evident  from  this  fact,  that  we  do  not  produce 
enough  for  the  consumption  of  the  countiy,  notwithstand- 
ing the  high  duty  laid  in  1824  upon  this  article.  The 
fact  is  that  this  country  could  in  a  few  years  produce 
twice  as  much  as  is  wanted  for  our  own  consumption.  It 
would  be  increased  rapidly  if  demanded  ?  but  so  far  from 
that,  it  is  crowded  out  of  the  market  by  foreigf)  iron,  not- 
«-ithstanding  the  duties  upon  iron,  the  price  is  as  low  as- 
it  was  ten  years  ago.  There  is  no  inducements  to  erect 
new  iron  works,  but  the  old  works  have  been  repaired, 
and  the  manufacture  of  iron  has  been  increasing,  although 
slowly,  for  the  last  four  years.  If  the  duty  on  iron  should 
be  repealed,  our  market  would  be  supplied  almost  ex- 
dusively  by  foreign  iron.  It  would  not  follow  from  that, 
however,  that  tlie  country  has  not  the  capacity  of  pro- 
ducing iron. 
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But  the  gentleman  informs  us  that  the  bill  is  guanled 
with  sufficient  ciution  to  protect  the  rerenue  ;  and  Ihat 
if  the  iron  should  be  sold  in  the  country  for  consumption, 
it  would  not  aifect  the  revenue — ^inasmuch  as  our  iron 
masters  do  not  produce  the  article,  at  least  in  sufficient 
quantities  for  the  country.  But  if  that  is  the  case,  this  iron 
so  sold  would  take  the  place  of  so  much  that  wotdd  other- 
wise be  imported  and  pay  a  duty  to  the  Treasurj'.  Frauds 
may  be  committed  by  such  sales  to  an  enormous  amount, 
if  we  remit  tiie  duties,  except  upon  iron  absolutely  laid 
and  used  in  tlie  constructing-  of  the  rail-road.  The  gen- 
tleman also  thinks,  that,  if  by  this  bill  we  relinquish  to 
this  company  a  large  sum  which  would  be  received  as 
duties  upon  their  iron,  we  can  well  afford  it,  as  our  Trea- 
sury is  full,  and  the  object  to  be  efiected  is  important. 
The  object  will  be  efiected  without  ouraid;  and  a  full  Trea 


Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  he  disliked  the  resolution,  coming, 
as  it  did,  on  tl»e  very  heeU  of  the  Tariff.  He  thought 
the  conclusion  of  the  public  would  be,  that  the  Senate 
intended  to  stifle  the  American  System.  He  wished 
that  the  resolution  might  lay  on  the  table,  and  allow  the 
Chairman  of  the  Manufacturing  Committee  to  bring  out 
his  budget,  and  weigh  the  sectional  question,  and*  if 
possible,  do  justice  to  all.  He  moved  that  it  lay  On  the 
table,  and  let  each  man  march  up  to  the  investigation  of 
the  subject.  He  did  not  wiah  to  hurt  the  interests  of 
the  South  or  the  North,  but  to  deal  fairly  by  all.  If  the 
Senate  now  displayed  a  desire  to  go  home,  when  sucli  a 
measure  came  before  them,  the  People  would  mark  it 
with  reprobation. 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  said  his  objection  was,  that  the  reso* 


sury  af^ords  no  reason  for  making  donations,  especially  as  ;  lution  nut  only  related  to  thje  adjournment,  but  to  a  se- 
we  have  yet  a  national  debt  to  pay.  *  lection  of  the  business  ;  and,  on  this  point,  the  Senate 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hatitk]  has    ought  not  to  act   precipitately.     The  business  of  the 
shown  to  us  by  a  great  variety  of  facta  and  arguments  i  other  House  had  been  internipted  by  the  discussion  of 


the  immense  advantages  which  rail-roads  possess  over 
canals,  and  the  small  expense  at  which  they  can  be  made 
when  compared  with  canals,  but  all  that  goes  to  show 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  the  aid  to  this  company  pro- 
posed by  the  bill.  If  the  company  were  to  make  a  free 
road,  ur  to  give  any  advantaf?e  to  the  public  in  conse- 
quence of  tiiis  aid.  it  would  alter  the  case  \  but  this  is  not 
proposed,  and  will  not  be  done.  The  privileges  granted 
to  this  company  already,  have  made  their  stock  more  va* 
luable  th.Hn  any  in  the  United  States.  By  this  bill  we 
still  make  it  more  so,  under  the  idea  that  we  are  giving 
aid  to  the  making  of  the  rail-road,  when  in  fact  we  are 
doing  no  more  than  enriching  the  present  stockholders, 
who  may  sell  out  at  a  great  advance  to  those  who  will 
finish  the  work,  without  the  least  benefit  from  the  aid 
given  by  this  bill. 

As  yet  we  have  not  heard  one  word  as  to  the  kind  of 
machihery  that  it  is  intended  to  import ;  whether  of  iron 
or  of  woo<l ;  whether  to  be  driven  by  the  force  of  steam 
or  of  man,  or  of  horse  ;  whether  cranes^  wheels,  pulleys, 
or  capstans  ;  and  yet  we  arQ  called  upon  to  vote  for  the 
bill  without  iiifbrmatioii  on  this  important  item. 
The  question  being  put  on  engro.ssing  the  bill — 
Mr.  MARKS  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew  the 
motion  at  the  request  of  .Mr.  DICKERSON,  who  said 
there  was  a  very  important  bill  which  hacl  come  from  the 
other  House  this  morning,  and  he  hoped  this  bill  would 
be  laid  on  the  table,  that  the  bill  to  which  he  alluded 
might  be  read.  Mr.  D.  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  under 
consideration  oii  the  table  ;  which  was  agreed  to— 20  to 
17. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  bill  imposing  dtities  on  imports  was  read  ;  and,  on 
the  question  of  reading  a  second  time,  a  division  took 
place — and  26  being  in  favor,  it  was  ordered  to'  a  second 
reading. 

Thuhsbat,  April  24,  1828. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  bill  to  levy  duties  on  imports  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  motion. 
The  question  being  taken,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

ADJOURN.V1ENT    OF   CONGRESS. 
A  resolution  of  the  other  House  in  relation  to  the  ad- 
journment,  having  been  rcatl  and  agreed  to,  and  on  the 
question  of  appointing  a  committee, 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  moved  to  postpone  the  apporotment 
until  Monday. 
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the  Tariff,  and  it  would  also  be  obitructed  here  by  the 
same  subject.  He  thought  the  matter  of  selecting  busi- 
ness ought  to  be  delayed.  He  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 

Mr,  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that,  when  committees 
had  been  formerly  appointed  to  fix  upon  the  business  to 
be  acted  upon,  their  recommendations  had  not  been  re- 
garded. Each  House  had  taken  up  the  business  as  it 
thought  fit.  From  this  experience  he  was  convinced 
that  a  selection  of  subjects  by  a  committee  would  be  of 
no  benefit.  The  Senate  was  placed  in  a  peculiar  situa- 
tion this  year.  They  had  completed  nearly  all  their 
business,  and  had  nothing  left  but  to  act  upon  subjects 
which  would  come  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives. 
1  hey  had  done  but  little  as  yet,  and  much  was  before 
them,  which  would  require  at  least  a  month.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  select  tbbsc  subjects  which  would  be  best 
entitled  to  be  acted  on.  As  to  the  Tariff  Bill,  he  should 
be  willing  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  it.  He  should 
think  that  thirty  days  would  suffice  tor  its  discussion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  he  thought  it  better  to  delay 
acting  upon  the  resolution.  ... 

Mr.  KING  said,  that,  hitherto,  all  busuiess  had  been 
smothered  in  the  other  House  by  the  Tariff  Bill.  On 
former  occasions,  when  committees  had  fixed  upon  the 
business  to  be  acted  upon,  instead  of  taking  up  those 
matters  which  had  been  matured  in  one  House,  they 
fixed  upon  new  subjects,  and,  in  consequence,  bills 
which  had  already  been  acted  upon  by  one  bo<ly,  were 
neglected.  He  himself  had  suflTered  from  this  course, 
last  year,  from  the  rejection,  by  the  committee,  of  bills 
that  had  already  passed  the  Senate.  A  great  mass  ol 
business  had  been  sent  this  session  to  the  House,  and  he 
wished  to  see  what  course  they  took,  before  this  reso- 
lution was  concurred  in,  and,  therefore,  was  desirous  that 
it  might  be  delayed.  ...  *. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  saitl,  that,  by  a  reference  to 
the  proceedings  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1824,  he 
found  that  the  Tariff  of  that  year  came  into  the  Senate 
on  the  19th  of  April,  and  on  the  21st,  a  resoluUon  pass- 
ed, fixing  the  adjournment  on  the  20th  May.  This  re- 
solution  was  not  a  decision  to  adjourn ;  but  a  prepara- 
tory step  towawls  it.  When  he  had  offered  a  resolution 
on  a  former  day,  in  relation  to  the  ^arne  object,  he  had 
been  m«t  by  a  remonstrance  against  agitating  any 
sufch  proposition,  until  the  House  first  made  it ;  and 
that  tlie  Senate  ought  to  wiut  and  see  what  disposition 
the  House  made  of  the  Tariff-,  and  "J,^ '»«  ^f  ^^°*„^ 
that  they  must  wait  and  see  how  the  House  ^«\along 

-.:.!.  *u^-L*i w..--.««aa      H*.  honed  there  would  be  no 

He  would  add 


with  the'other  business.     He  hoped  there 


delay  in  deciding  upon  this  resolution. 

o^  word  in  relation  to  the  Tariff.  He  pi^medU  would 

be  fully  discussed  in  the  Senate,  and  that  vanoua  pre 
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positionB  would'  be  made  to  modify  it  ?  b«it  he  should 
vote  against  it  if  it  stiould  have  been  materially  modified. 
Mr.  WEBSTEK  said,  that  sufficient  for  the  day  was 
the  evil  thereof;  and  he  should,  therefore,  now  confine 
himself  to  the  resolution  itself.     He  was  in  fevor  cf  the 

8 aft  df  the  resolulion  which  provided  for  a  concert  of 
ic  two  Houses,  as  to  adjourning.     But  he  should  move 
to  amend,  so  as  to  strike  out  that  portion  which  related 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  business ;    because  ezpert- 
ence  had  demonstrated  its  inexpediency.     Each  Houae, 
in  regard  to  the  business,  would  act  for  Itself  on  the  sub* 
ject  before  it.     And  he  was  against  mixing  the  buaness 
of  the  two  Houses.    It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very 
strange  proposition  to  appoint  a  Joint  Committee  to  con- 
sider of  the  business  necessary  to  be  acted  upon*    The 
Senate  sent  a  large  number  of  bills  to  tlie  House,  and 
could  not  judge  which  of  them  (hey  would  be  disposed 
to  act  upon.    They  have  sent  butine^  to  the  Senate 
which  has  not  yet  been  'decided.     And  [said  Mr.  W.] 
shall  we  take  upon  ourselves  to  say  to  the   House  what 
bills  they  shall  pass,  and  what  reject '    Or  shall  we  aa 
thorize  them  to  dictate  to  the  Senate  what  business  we 
shall  act  upon  ?    Sir«  T  am  against  it — wholly  ami  decid- 
edly against  it.     1  think  we  should  neither  take  advice 
nor  give  it^  as  to  what  business  shall  be  acted  upon.     If 
we  approve  of  bills,  we  shall  pass  them — if  they  approve 
of  them,  they  will  pass  them'.     He  coulJ  imagine  all  the 
inconvenience  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Alaba* 
ma.     If  the  examination  were  submitted  to  a  committee, 
a  content  would  arise  as  to  whose  bill  should  come  on, 
and  whose  bill  come  ofF.     He  should  vote  for  thf  recon- 
sideration, and  should  that  motion  prevail,  he  would  move 
to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to  strike  out  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  selection  of  busisess.     He  saw  no 
way  in  which  the  two  Houses  could  agree  upon  this 
point.     Hie  Senate  doubtless  thought  all  the  bills  they 
had  passed  worthy  of  being  acted  upon  ;  and  the  House 
probably  thougfht  the  same  of  theirs. 
Mr.  BRANCH  spoke  in  opposition  to  reconsidering. 
Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  similar  objections' to  the 
resolution  as  those  expressed  by  the  Senator  fit>m  Mas- 
sachusetts.    He  therefore  hoped  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider would  prevail ;  and  that  it  then  might  be  put  be- 
fore the  two  Houses  in  its  proper  form.    They  could  ad- 
journ at  any  time.     But  a  committee  of  the  kind  propos- 
ed, were  not  the  best  judges  of  what  business  ought  to 
be  done.     Each  House  could  better  decide  on  the  sub- 
jects as  they  came  up.     The  opinion  of  a  few  individu- 
als, at  the  close  of  the  session,  who  would  probably  judge 
from  their  own  feelings,  could  not  well  be  relied  on  to 
settle  this  question.     Mr.  B.  then  moved  a  substitute  for 
the  resolution,  in  which  the  portion  relative  to  a  choice 
of  business  was  omitted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
novel  question,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  was  the  prac- 
tice to  concur  in  a  resolution  of  the  other  House,  which 
was  not  a  joint  resolution. 

The  (;HAIR  said  that  it  was  a  question  of  practice 
altogether,  whether  the  Senate  could  reconsider,  or 
whether  it  was  the  practice  of  concurring  in  a  resolution 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  it  seemed  questionable 
whether  the  Senate  could  amend  a  resolution  pasned  by 
a  vote  merely  of  the  other  House.  He  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  there  could  not  be  a  question  as  to 
the  matter.  It  w.as  not  in  the  power  of  tlie  Senate  to 
amend  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  KING  asked  the  nature  of  the  difficulty,  and 
whether  the  vote  could  be  reconsidered  ' 

'I'hel  CHAIR  suted  that  there  was  no  need  of  recon- 
sidering ;  because  the  concurrence  would  have  been  by 
appomt]ng  a  commhtcc. 


Mr.  KING  asked  whether  the  reconsideration  was  un- 
necessary because  the  concurrence  was  improper  f 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  so. 

Mr.  BRANCH  inquired  whether  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  intended  to  delay  the  resolution,  or  to  ob- 
tain information  ? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  to  examine  the  record, 
and  act  upon  the  resolution  according  to  former  prac- 
tice. 

The  r#solution  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
authorizinjr  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bail  Road  Company 
to  import  iron  and  maohinety. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  be  hoped  the  Senate  wouM  not 
take  it  up.  It  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  he  con- 
sidered it  should  not  be  hurried  through.  He  wiihed 
some  fiirther  time  to  examine  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  wi^ed  there  should  be  more  time 
given  for  consideration  before  he  was  called  on  to  give 
his  vote.  There  was  a  bill  lying  on  the  table  a  long  time, 
which  was  taken  out  of  its  reguhtf  course  «  it  ought  in 
justice  to  have  the  preference. 

Mr.  HATNB  said  he  was  averee  to  the  principle  of 
taking  up  a  subject,  and  then  dropping  it  suddenly.  If 
the  bill  should  be  postponed  until  next  week,  then  the 
whole  discussion  must  be  commeneed  de  nova*  He  hop- 
ed, for  economy's  sake,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  the 
Senate  would  resume  its  consideration. 

Mr.  8IL8BEE  offered  the  following  amendment,  which 
he  prefaced  by  some  observations  : 

To  add  the  following  at  the  end  of  the  last  section  : 
**  And  shall  give  bond  for  the  amount  of  duties  in  the 
usual  manner,  subject  to  the  condition,  (to  be  expressed 
in  the  bond,)  that,  on  satisfactory  proof  being  given  to 
the  Secreta^  of  the  Treasuiy  that  such  iron  has  been 
used  in  the  construction  of  such  rail-roads,  such  bond 
shall  thereon  be  cancelled." 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MARKS  said  he  did  not  rise  so  much  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  the  bil^  as  to  explain  the  motives  which 
would  induce  his  vote.    There  was  no  certainty  that  the 
intended  rail  road  would  extend  to  Pittsbui^  :  it  would 
go  entirely  south  to  Pennsylvania.    He  would  be  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  oppose  a  measure  imparting  so  much 
general  benefit     The  Leg^ature  of  Pennsylvania,  last 
session,  directed  a  committee  to  make  a  rail-road,  exteml- 
ing  about  ninety  miles,  from  Philadelphia.    Memben  are 
generally  influeiKsed  by  the  votes  of  their  constituents  : 
they  are  the  best  judges  of  what  is  useful  and  necessary. 
They  are  composed  of  the  manufacturing  and  agricultural 
portion  of  the  community,  and  we  should  be  entirely  go- 
verned by  their  opinions.     He  had  no  doubt  but  Penn- 
sylvania  is  as  much  entitled  as  Maryland  or  Ohio  to  the 
advantages  of  the  privilege  to  make  rail-roads.    Although 
the  roads  are  not  at  present  so  great  in  extent,  yet  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  obliged  shortly  to  iHake  rail-roads  as  ex- 
tensive as  Baltimore  or  Ohio.     Several  rail -roads  were 
authorized  to  be  made  in  Pennsylvania.   They  were  every 
where  springing  up.     The  capacity  of  the  country  for 
producing  iron  was  commensura«^e  with  this  increasing 
demand  for  it.     Pennsylvania  produced  iron  enough  now 
for  its  own  consumption,  leaving  a  large  surplus  for  the 
use  of  other  States.     If  we  remitted  the  duties  on  the 
iron  and  machinery  imported  for  the  use  of  this  company, 
we  shoul(l,of  course, be  obliged  to  do  the  same  for  all  other 
companies,  to  the  manifest  disadvantage  of  the  domestic 
production  of  iron.  The  corporation  for  whose  benefit  the 
remission  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was  rich.    They  ex- 
pected to  profit  largely  by  the  enterprise,  or  they  would 
not  have  invested  their  money  in  it.     The  Senator  from 
Maryland  had  chosen  to  aninuidvert  on  the  course  which 
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Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bail  Road, 


[SENATE. 


Pennsylvania  has  taken  in  regard  to  the  metrt^polia  of 
Maryland.  Daring  the  time  that  he  waa  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennaylvania,  no  hostility  waa  discovered 
towards  Baltimore.  A  rail  road  had  been  authorized  from 
York  Haren  to  Baltimore.    This  did  m>t  indicate  hostility. 

Mr.  SBUTH,  of  Maryland,  explained.  He  perceived 
yesterday,  he  said,  from  the  looks  of  the  Senator^  lie  was 
mistaken  by  him.  Ttiere  were  obstructions  in  the  river 
Susquehannah,  which  rendered  its  ascent  or  descent  difR- 
cnYt.  The  Legislature  of  Maryland  voted  a  sum  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigatien  of  the  river,  but  the  State 
oi  Pennsylvania  would  not  permit  it  to  be  applied. 

Mr.  MARKS  resumed.     This  was  no  proof  of  the  ex- 


for  their  ships,  is  included  the  duty  on  imported  iron;  but 
it  was  not  thought  politic  to  make  a  distinction  between 
the  Government  and  individuals.  We  were,  by  this  bilL 
appropriating  money,  not  for  specific  obiccts,  biit  to  rail 
road  companies  of  indefinite  number.  If  tnis  company  had 
objects  in  vicfw  greatly  beneficial  to  the  nation,  other 
companies  migiit  have  objects  of  little  or  no  public  bene- 
fit in  view.  A  road  of  a  mile  or  two  miles»  for  private 
purposest  would  be  just  as  much  entitled  to  the  bounty 
of  the  Government.  Here.  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  make 
further  remarks  on  the  observations  of  the  Senator  from 
MazylaiKl,  [Mr.  Smith.] 
Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  an  amendment  to  tlie  bill» 


istence  of  any  jealousy,  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  of  I  Qot  heard.    The  amendment,  after  some  remarks  from 


the  prosperity  of  Baltimore.  He  well  recollected  the 
case  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded.  The  offier  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  was  refused  because  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania  was  not  consulted,  and  because  it  was  thought 
a  violation  of  her  rights  to  have  improvements  made  in 
her  limits  without  her  consent.  But,  subsequently,  the 
two  States  had  an  understanding  on  the  subject.  Mary- 
land gave  $  40,000  towards  the  miprovement  of  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Susquehannah,  and  Pennsylvania  gave 
$  dO,000.  Certainty  this  was  no  evidence  on  our  pait  of 
a  disposition  tmfriendly  to  Baltimore.  Many  of  our  prin- 
cipal turnpikes,  too,  terminate  on  the  Maryland  line. 
This  was  no  evidence  of  the  hostility  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman accused  us.  This  much  he  had  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  say,  to  obviate  the  impression  wtudi  tne  remarks 
made  by  \\xt  gentleman  might  have  produced.  I  have 
been  anxious  to  rennove  that  impression,  because  1  know 
it  is  unfounded.  I  do  know  that  our  people  are  friendly 
to  the  State  and  the  metropolis  of  Mainland*  and  would 
rather  promote  than  retard  th«t  prosperity. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  with  some  nirther  remarks  on  the 
impolicy  o{  the  proposed  measure. 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose  not  to  make  a  speech  {  for  he 
said  there  was  at  this  period  of  the  session  no  time  for 
speech  making^— but  to  say  two  woi'ds  in  fevor  of  the  bill. 
The  internal  improvement  of  the  country,  and  its  agri- 
cultural improvement,  would  be  ^atly  promoted  by  the 
proposed  rail-road.  It  was  not  his  wish  to  throw  into  the 
hands  of  the  company  any  fiu;ility  for  the  execution  of 
this  woi^  which  the  general  interests  of  the  nation  did 
not  require. 

Mr.  BARNARP  was,  he  said,  as  fully  persulided  of  the 
utility  and  importance  of  railroads  as  was  the  Senator 
from  Ohio.  The  measure  proposed  would  introduce  a 
new  principle,  a  new  and  mischievous  system  into  our  po- 
licy ;  a  distinction  in  the  distribution  of  the  favors  of  the 
Government  between  one  and  another  class  of  men.  Such 
distinctions^  however  meritorious  the  favored  party  might 
be,  were  fraught  with  evil  to  free  institutions. 

Whether  we  exonerated  the  company  or  not  from  the 
duty,  the  tolls  which  they  would  charge  on  the  country 
would  be  the  same.  The  great  argument  used  by  the 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  was  tliat  we  have  not.tbe  ca- 
]>acity  to  produce  iron  for  our  own  consumption.  The 
amount  of  iron  used  in  the  country  is  9r,000tonMi^y  100,000; 
of  this  quantity  30,600  tons  are  imported  from  abroad. 
We  have  ourselves  inexhaustible  quantities  of  iron  ore. 
In  the  sin^e  State  of  Pennsylvania  there  was  ore  enough, 
fuel  and  \&qt  enough, to  supply  the  whole  Mmon  with  iron, 
even  were  the  present  consumption  increased  tenfold.  •  I 
therefore  contend  that  ilie  g^und  assumed  is  not  tenable. 
The  gentleman  from  Maiyland  says  the  argument  here- 
tofore used  against  this  application,  to  wit,  that  the  Go- 
vernment does  not  remit  the  doty  on  iron  used  for  its 
ships  of  war,  is  of  no  avail,  because  we  use  for  those  pur- 
pose American  iron.     The  argument  is  rendered  tlie 


stronger  by  that  circumstance ;  for  the  fact  shows  our 
capacity  for  producing  good  iron.  I  contend  that  in  the 
pric«  which  the  Government  pays  for  this  American  iron 


Mr  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments  adopted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  agreed  to. 

Ml*.  FOOT  said,  before  he  gave  his  vote,  he  wbhed  to 
ascertain  what  would  be  the  amount  of  the  duties  sro- 
pQsed  to  be  remitted  ?  By  his  own  calculations  tbey 
would  amount  to  $  450,000.  Wiiy  should  such  duties  be 
remitted  to  companifs  rather  than  to  the  United  States } 
What  was  the  situation  of  the  slock  ?  It  was  sold  at  a 
great  advance  on  tJie  scrip,  when  sold  at  all.  Most  of  it 
was  kept,  up,  and  withdrawn  from  market,  ^e  wouki 
like  to  have  some  reason  for  the  donation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maiyknd,  said  that  tlie  amount  of  the 
sum  remitted  would  not  exceed  i  180,000. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  asked  whether  this  company  w»s 
more  meritorious  than  other  companies  ?  And  whether 
rail-road  companies  were  more  worthy  of  the  protection 
of  the  Government  than  other  companies  ?  Were  not 
ships  as  important  to  the  interests  of  the  counti;;^  as  rail- 
rosds  ?  Wiiy  did  we  not  tlien  remit  the  duty  on  iron  and 
hemp  iipported  for  the  use  of  ships  ?  jEUil  roads  were 
about  to  become  numerous  in  this  country.  We  had  the 
capacity  to  furnish  the  iron.  The  paslage  of  the  bill 
threw  the  whole  property  of  the.  iron  manufacturer  into 
the  hands  of  British  iron  masters.  He  protested  against 
the  policy  of  the  bill,  but  he  despaired  of  defeating  it. 
He  asked  the  ayes  and  noes  on  tlie  question. 

l*he  call  being  sustained,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  or- 
dered. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Foot  and  Chaholsb, 
Mr.  MACON  asked  whether  tlie  remission  of  the  duty 
would  affect  the  toll  of  the  rail-roads  }  It  would  be 
strange  if  the  people,  with  the  encouragement  which  Ihe 
duty  gave  tliem,  and  having  iron  ore  enough  for  the  whole 
world,  could  not.  prepare  iron  enough  for  home  consump- 
tion. He  recollected  that  before  the  duty  was  imposed 
the  iron  business  was  very  profitable.  If  the  people  were 
forced  to  get  their  iron  here,  the  planting  interest  would 
be  greatlv  benefitted.  By  planters,  be  meant  all  persons 
from  Maine  to  Florida  who  cultivated  tlieir  Own  lands 
with  their  own  Ubor.  He  disapproved  of  the  fi^hionable 
term  "  fiutners,''  as  applied  to  those  who  owned  the  soil 
V  hich  they  cultivated.  This  bill  gave  a  gratuity  to  the 
richest  men  in  the  country.  If  the  oill  did  not  lessen  the 
toll  of  the  ruil-road,  it  was  of  no  use  to  the  commdnity. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  was,  he  iald,  placed  hi 
a  dilemma  by  this  bill.  He  was  forced  to  vote  against  his 
doctrines  in  regard  to  internal  improvements,  or  to  vote 
for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures.  If  we  did 
not  remit  the  duty,  we  impose<l  on  the  company  the  ne- 
cessity of  waiting  till  iron  foundaries  were  established  { 
and  then  of  takmg  the  iron  at  whatever  price  the  uron 
masticr  should  choose  to  demand.  This  was  a  most  gross 
vioUtion  of  justice.  There  were,  no  doubt»  gentlemen 
who  had  voted  for  grants  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars to  national  roads  who  would  i-ote  against, this  appli- 
cation. PUced  ill  this  dilemma,  the  safest  course  lor  me 
is,  I  ih'mk,  to  vote  fur  the  biU. 
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Int&rruU  ItnprovtmenU^ — Survivort  of  the  BevohUion, 


[Apiul  25,  1828. 


Mr.  VAN  BUREN  spoke  in  reply  to  the  question  of  1  on  the  table  yesterday,  the  CHAIR  entei-tained  no  doubt 


the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.    The  Senator,  said  Mr. 
V.  B.,  asks  whether  tlie  remission  of  the  duty  on  the  iron 
imported  will  produce  a  corresponding  diminution  of  the 
toll  charged  by  the  company  }  The  company,  he  replied, 
were  entitled  by  their  charter  to  charge  a  certain  sum  as 
a  toll.     There  was  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  would 
lessen  it.     Their  object  was  profit.     It  would  hardly  be 
expected  of  private  individuals  to  become  more  careful 
of  the  interests  of  others  than  their  own  ;  and  corpora- 
tions, having  no  souls,  could  not  be  expected  to  be  more 
liberal.    The  stock  of  this  rail-road  company  was  good  l 
stock,  and  it  was  owned  by  our  richest  capitalists.     It  was* 
now  worth  sixteen  for  one.    Private  interest  was  the  only 
motive  which  actuated  men  in  undertaking  these  enter- 1 
prises.     They  looked  to  the  amount  of  the  dividends 
they  were  to  receive  from  the  investment ;  or,  in  some 
instances,  to  the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  their  lands. 
He  would  rei)eat,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  North  Ca- 
rolina) that  the  remission  of  the  duty  would  not  lessen  the 
tolls. 

Mr.  HAYNE  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Vaw  Bubsst. — 
There  was  a  universal  law  of  nature  which  applied  to  this 
.  case.  Competition,  or  other  causes,  would  bring  down 
the  tolls  of  this  rail  road  to  a  reasonable  profit.  The  rail- 
roads would  consume  an  additional  quantity  of  iron  to  the 
extent  of  20,00o  tons  yearly.  If  the  duty  were  not  re- 
mitted, the  price  of  ev^^  article  made  from  iron  in  the 
country  would  be  greatly  increased.  The  introduction 
uf  this  manufacture  wwuld  employ  300,000  hands ;  where- 
as the  iron  masters,  if  they  furnished  the  iron,  would  em* 
play  but  30,000  hands.  The  manufacture  of  the  iron 
wanted  for  rail  roads  required  particular  nicety  and  skill. 
The  reason  why  it  could  not  be  supplied  by  our  iron 
masters,  was,  that  tliey  could  not  furnish  iron  prepared 
in  the  proper  manner.  The  introiUiction  of  this  princi- 
ple into  our  legislation  was  not  new.  We  had  made  a 
similar  remission  of  duties  on  books  imported,  on  philo- 
sophical appai-atus,  and  on  articles  employed  in  manu- 
faciureiB,  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The 
compiiny  had  advertised  for  a  supply  of  the  iron  wliich 
they  wanted,  and  but  two  cfFers  were  made,  and  those  of 
very  small  (]^uantities.  It  was  considered  that  the  iron  could 
not  be  furnished  in  this  country.  Tlie  iron  masters  in 
Pennsvlvania  could  not  answer  the  orders  which  they  al 
ready  had.  The  rail  roads  were  the  most  important'  im- 
provement, excepting  that  of  steam,  which  had  been  in- 
troduced  in  modern  limes.     Whether  this  work  should 


that  tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  such  resolutions, 
by  vote,  was  not  sustained  by  former  practice.  The  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  would  be  the  proper  act  of 
concurrence. 


be  undertaken  by  individuals,  burdened  by  the  laws  of   nal  benefit  of  the  officer  or  soldier  cntiUed  to  the 


the  country,  was  the  question  presented  by  the  bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  VAN  BUREN, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  HAYNE,  the  question  was  taken  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  tbe  af- 
firmative. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
ments was  returned  from  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  ; 
that  House  having  disagreed  to  (he  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  limitmg  the  appropriations  for  surveys  to  such 
surveys  as  are  already  in  progress. 

The  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Fbidat/Afrix  25,  1828. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  submitted  a  resolution  pro- 
posing to  appoint  a  committee,  to  join  that  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  to  fix  vn  a  day  on  which  this  session  of 
Congress  should  clo^e. 

Mr.  J.  requested  the  consideration  of  bis  resolution  • 
which  was  not  agreed  to.  ' 

The  CHAIR  stated  that,  having  directed  the  Secre- 
tary to  examine  the  records,  as  to  the  pi-actice  in  rela- 
tion to  resolutions  of  the  oUicr  House,  similar  to  that  laid 


SURVIVORS  OF  THE   REVOLUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  bill  providing 
for  certain  Surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolution  was  ta- 
ken op .  The  following  substitute  for  the  original  bill, 
reported  by  the  committee  on  the  subject,  being  before 
the  Senate: 

Strike  out,  af^er  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert : 
"  Section  1.  That  each  of  the  surviving  officers  ol  the 
Army  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  continental  line,  who 
was  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  resolve  of  October '21st, 
1780,  be  authorized  to  receive,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,   the  amount  of 

his  full  pay  in  said  line,  to  begin  on  the day  of , 

and  to  continue  during  bis  natural  life. 

'*  Section  2.  That,  whenever  any  of  said  officers  has 
received  money  of  the  United  States  as  a  pensioner, 
since  the day  of  — •^  aforesaid,  the  sum  so  receiv- 
ed shall  be  deducted  from  what  said  officer  would  other- 
wise be  entitled  to  under  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and 
any  pension  fo  which  said  officer  is  now  entitled,  sliall 
cease  af\er  the  passage  of  this  act. 

"  Section  3.  That  every  surviving  soldier  in  said  army, 
and  non-commissioned  officer,  who  enlisted  therein  for 
and  during  the  war,  and  coniinued  in  -the  service  until 
its  termination,  and  thereby  became  entitled  to  receive 
a  reward  of  $  80  under  the  resolve  of  Congress,,  passed 
May  15, 1778,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  full  month- 
ly pay,  in  said  service,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  begin  on  the 

day.  of ,  and  to  continue  during  his  nntural  life. 

"  Section  4.  That  the  pay  allowed  by  this  ait,  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be 
paid  to  the  officer  or  soldier  entitleil  thereto,  or  to  their 
authorized  attorney,  at  such  places  and  day«  as  said  Se- 
cretary may  direct',  and  tliat  no  foreign  officer  shall  be 
entitled  to  said  pay,  nor  shall  any  officer  or  soldier  re- 
ceive the  same,  until  he  furnish  to  said  Secretary  satis- 
factory evidence  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  same,  in  con- 
conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  tbe  pay  al- 
lowed'by  this  act  shall  not,  in  any  way,  be  transferable 
or  liable  to  atUchment,  levy,  or  seizure,  by  any  legal 
process  whatever,  but  shall  enure  wholly  to  the  perso- 

same 


by  this  act. 

"  Section  5.  That  so  much  of  said  pay  as  accrued  by 

the  provisions  of  this  act  before  the day  of  « , 

shall  be  paid  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  entitled  to  tbe 
same,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  the  manner,  and  under  the 
proviaons,  before  mentioned:  and  the  pay  which  sluill 
accrue  after  the day  of ,  shall  be  paid  semi- 
annually, in  like  nuinner,  and  under  the  same  provi- 
sions." 

Several  amendments  to  the  substitute  proposed  by  the 
committee,  were  then  proposed  s  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  filling  the  blank  with  the  ''Sd  March,  1826," 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  when,  on 
a  former  occasion,  the  bill  had  been  before  the  Senate, 
it  had  expressed,  by  three  several  votes,  on  diflPerent 
sunM  proposed,  its  disapprobation  of  the  form  iu  which 
the  bill  was  then  presented.  He  had  understood,  at 
that  time,  that,  if  the  Senate  did  not  grant  the  claim 
then  advanced,  they  would  retire  and  not  urge  their 
claim  again.  It  was,  however,  now  brought  forward, 
and  in  a  manner  wiiich  rendered  it  far  more  objectiona- 
ble  than  formerly*  It  was  an  accession  to  the  pension 
system  of  the  country,  and  he  believed  that  the  amount 
of  money  which  it  would  eventually  call  f&r,  would  far 
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exceed  any  computation  that  the  committee  had  made. 
Jfe  ^also  objected  that  some  of  the  oflRcers  were  men 
of  wealth,  and  stated  that  he  knew  one  who  was  wortli 
$50,000. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  considered  the  objections  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  applied  rather  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  than  to  tlie  claim  itself. 
Mr.  B.  did  not  recollect  that  any  pledge  was  given  that 
the  claim  chould  not  be  further  urged  ;  but  he  did  re- 
collect, that  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  declared 
that  the  officers  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  list.     He  would  repeat  what  he  had  said  be- 
fore :  that  he  had  arrived  at  a  conviction  that  these  offi- 
cers  |had  an   equitable  claim  on  the  Government ;  and 
he,   therefore,  was  disposed  to  acquiesce  iiT  any  phin, 
by  which  they  should  receive  it,  in  a  form  not  revolting 
to  their  feelings.     As  to  the  objections  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  these  officers  were  men 
of  wealth,  he  would  ask  if  that  was  a  good  reuson  for 
not  granting  the  claim  ?     He  stated  that  some  of  them 
had  large  fortunes.     1  should  be  happy,  said  Mr.  B.  to 
know  that  these  men  who  have  served  their  country  s« 
faithfully,  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  com- 
petence.    But  it  was  not  so  general  as  to  have  any  effect 
on  the  large  mass  of  those  for  whom  this  bill   provided. 
In   reply  to  the  objection  that  this  bill  would  swell  the 
pension  list,  he  would  remark,  that,  as  it  was  a  debt  for 
the  payinent  of  which  the  faith  of  the   Government  was 
pledged,  the   manner  in  which   it  was  discharged  was 
not  of  the  last  importance.     As  to  the  supposition  that 
the  amount  of  pension  would  exceed  the  calculations  of 
the  committee,  Mr.  B.  stated,  that  the  number  of  offi- 
cers was  known,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the   gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  would  not  be  realized. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  replied,  ami  repeated 
his  opinion,  that  it  was  understood  tliat  the  bill  would 
not  again  be  pressed. 

Mr.  HAUUISON  said,  that  whatever  pledge  others 
might  have  given  that  they  would  not  farther  press  this 
claim,  he  did  not  subscribe  to  any  such  pledge.  He  con- 
sidered this  bill  as  treated  with  great  unfairness,  and  ob- 
jected to  in  a  spirit  which  looked  hke  illiberolity. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  in  reply  to  the  objections- of- 
fered  by  Mr.  aHiTH,  of  S(»uth  Carolina,  that,  at  a  form- 
cr  period,  a  meeting  had  been  called  of  the  surviving  of- 
cers  of  the  Revolution,  at  Baltimore,  at  which  a  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  was  appointed,  to  correspond  with 
individuals  in  every  State  in  the  Union.  This  correspon- 
dence had  taken  place,  and,  from  the  data  obtained,  the 
number  of  those  officers  had  been  found  to  be  about  two 
hundred  and  thirty  five — this,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  number  of  officers  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
afforded  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  number  could  not 
essentially  vary  from  this  estimate.  Theie  could  be  no 
large  error  in  this  computation.  As  to  any  pledge  hav- 
ing been  given,  that  this  claim  should  not  be  urged 
again,  after  its  rejection,  in  the  form  originally  propos- 
ed, he  knew  nothing  that  cotdd  be  so  construed,  with  the 
exception  of  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Vats  Buftsir.]  He  had  stated,  that  they  would 
withdraw  their  memorial  if  the  only  grant  that  could  be 
obtained  was  the  insertion  of  their  names  on  the  pension 
roll.  And,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  pride  of  these 
claimants  revolted  at  the  idea  of  being  placed  on  the  list 
of  pensioners  as  mere  paupers,  when  they  considered 
tliat  they  had  a  claim  on  the  Government  under  a  promise 
formerly  made  by  Congress.  Under  these  circunistances, 
a  plan  had  been  projected,  on  a  further  meeting  of  the 
Committee— still  retaining  the  ground  of  the  rights  of 
these  memorialists,  by  which  they  might  be  spared  from 
the  degrading  necessity  of  taking  an  oath  of  their  poverty 
—an  act  which  would  have  wounded  their  feelings  to  no 


useful  purpose;  and  the  Senate  could  not,  he  thought, 
refuse  this  slight  tokeT\  of  regard  to  the  honorable  pride 
of  these  veterans.  The  present  arrangement  would  require 
a  sum  far  less  than  would  have  been  demanded  had  these 
officers  been  placed  on  the  pension  list  from  the  com- 
mencement. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith]  seemed  to  fear  that 
frauds  would  be  committed  under  this  act;  and  that  un- 
worthy objects  would  reap  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  But 
this  was  out  of  the  question,  as  no  individual  could  be 
embraced  by  (his  measure,  who  had  not  been  on  the 
commutation  roll,  and  received  the  commutation.  These 
individuals  could  easily  be  -ascertained,  so  that  there  was 
no  fear  of  the  frauds  the  gentleman  seemed  to  apprehend- 
[Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina  said,  that  he  had  only 
supposed  that  other  persons  would  come  in.  He  did  not 
attribute  fraud  to  any  one. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar>-land,  continued.  It  amounted  to 
the  same  thing.  No  one  could  by  possibility  come  in,  but 
those  for  whom  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  intended* 
He  thought  the  objection,  titat  some  of  these  officers 
were  rich,  had  no  application  to  the  bill.  There  might 
be  oi\c  or  two  instances  of  the  kind;  hut  what  had  they 
to  do  with  the  aggregate?  As  far  as  his  knowledge  ex- 
tended, it  was  not  the  case.  In  Maryland  he  knew  that 
the  officers  of  the  Continental  line  needed  tlie  pension. 
In  that  State  the  Cincinnati  met  every  year,  and  at  those 
meetings  the  death  of  eveiy  member  was  reported — this 
was  the  case  in  every  State  where  there  were  Cincinnati. 
So  that  the  numbers  of  the  survivors  could  easily  be  ascer- 
tained. Where  there  were  none  other  means  could  be 
used  to  obtain  tiie  information  required.  There  could 
not,  therefore,  be  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  indi- 
viduals entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  He  had  stated 
before,  that  the  computation  of  those  who  had  been  in 
the  army  three  years,  at  the  end  of  the  war  had  been 
correctly  made,  when  the  pension  list  was  first  agitated 
in  Congress.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  making  out  the 
list — but  the  computation  was  destroyed  afterwards,  by 
introducing  those  who  had  served  nine  months. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  inquired  if  those  who  received  the 
commutation  were  the  only  class  for  whom  this  bill  provid- 
ed. He  slkould  like  to  know  why  those  who  served  three 
years,  should  be  preferred  to  those  who  served  six 
years,  and  retired  previous  to  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
former  lost,  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  no 
more  than  the  latter. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  officers  for 
whom  tliis  bill  provided,  not  only  lost,  in  common  with 
all  the  other  officers,  the  depreciation  on  their  pay,  but 
they  also  lost  the  reduction  on  their  half  pay.  It  was  so 
with  the  soldiers.  This  bill  apphcd  to  those  only  who, 
having  been  promised  a  bounty  of  eighty  dollars,  lost  not 
only  the  depreciation  upon  their  monthly  pay,  but  the  de- 
preciation on  tlieir  bounty. 

Mr.  VAN  BURRN  made  some  remarks,  oh  rising, 
which  the  reporter  could  not  hear.  He  thought  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  objections  which  this  bill  was 
doomed  to  meet.  U  seemed  to  be  argued  that  there  was 
an  impropriety  in  pressing  this  claim  in  its  present  form. 
And,  on  this  head,  he  would  say  a  few  words.  These 
officers  found  their  claim  upon  the  commutation  of  the 
half  pay  for  life  which  Congress  had  promised  them. 
There  are  other  considerations,  which  it  is  not  now  He- 
cessary  to  urge.  He  then  detailed  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  tfie  memorial  of  the  officers  had  been  brought 
forward,  but  in  a  lone  of  voice,  which  was  not  distinctly 
heari  in  the  gallery.  On  proposing  to  the  officers  the 
acceptance  of  a  phicc  on  the  pension  list,  they  said  that* 
all  who  had  been  dr.ven  by  dire  necessity  to  tliat  resort, 
were  there  already.  The  present  plan  did  not  propose 
to  give  what  they  or  their  friends  considered  them  entitled 
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to;  but,  it  afforded  some  relief  to  their  necesMties,  and 
was  an  approacU  towards  the  payment  of  a.  debt  formed 
under  the  most  imposing  circumstances,  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  the  memorialists  were  entitled  by  the 
highest  and  strongest  considerations. 

Mr.  MACON  said,  that,  at 'first,  this  claim  had  been  put 
forth  on  legal  grounds,  wiilch  were  maintained  by  the  nrst 
lawyers  in  the  Senate.  Now,  that  ground  appeared  to 
have  been  abandoned,  and  he  supposed  llie  claim  was 
founded  on  a  debt  of  gratitude.  Even  granting  that  such 
a  claim  existed,  and  that,  at  any  other  time,  it  would  be 
proper  to  grant  it — this  certainly  was  not  the  right  period 
for  making  any  such  grants.  Thei'e  never  was  a  time 
wlien  the  distresses  of  the  People  were  greater.  In  his 
part  of  the  country,  it  was  greater  than  at  any  previous 
period,  even  than  during  the  war.  Money  was  never 
scarcer  than  now.  He  knew  we  could  borrow;  but  we 
bad  not  it  in  the  Treasury  to  spare.  Mr.  M.  also  urged 
that  there  were  other  classes  of  People,  who  sufiTered 
from  the  ravages  of  war,  and  lost  all  their  property.  On 
these  grounds  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill. 

Mr  CHANDLER  expressed  himself  dissatisfied  witir 
the  reply  which  the  gentle  man  from  New  Hampshire  had 
given  to  his  inquiry.  When  the  officers  who  had  served 
sFx  years  retired,  they  had  lost  on  their  pay  But  here 
was  another  class,  who,  after  having  served  a  shorter  pe- 
riod, and  received  five  years'  additional  pay,  with  some 
depreciation,  were  to  receive  full  pay  for  life  He 
thought  it  unjust  and  partial;  and  it  could  easily  be  per- 
ceived, that  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who  served  six 
years,  would  complain  Therefore,  while  we  are  about 
It,  why  not  provide  for  the  whole? 

Mr.  HAURISON  said,  that  the  friends  of  this  bill 
were  assailed  on  all  sides,  and  in  the  most  contrary  man- 
ner, by  different  opponents.  Some  gentlemen  complain 
tiiat  t be  bill  goes  too  far,  while  others,  like  my  friend 
from  Maine,  reproach  us  that  we  do  not  gx)  far  enough. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  limited,  because  we 
do  not  think  that  there  are  other  classes  of  officere  to 
whom  the  country  owes  gratitude,  who  served  a  shorter 
]>cnod.  But  it  was  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  claims  of 
these  officers  which  limited  the  bill  to  them.  It  seemed 
rather. unfair,  that  the  advocates  of  this  measure  should 
be  assailed  at  once  bv  complaints  for  doing  too  much, 
and  for  d«^ing  {qo  little-  The  argument  so  often  used  by 
his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Ma  Smith]  that  the 
GoveiTiment  could  not  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the  de- 
])reciation  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  was  a  suBicient  reply 
to  the  opposite  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 
It  liarl  been  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr  Tilkb]  on  a  foi-mer  day,  that  the  Exchequer  of  the 
world  would  not  supply  the  funds  to  defray  ^be  losScS  to 
wiiich  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  alluded. 
But,  when  that  gentleman  speaks  of  the  losses  of  other 
classes,  and  the  sacrifices  of  property  which  individuals 
suffered,  would  he  compare  the  losses  of  these  men  who 
shed  their  blood,  and  risked  their  lives  in  the  ser^'icc,  to 
losses  of  property?  Would  he  compare  the  blood  of  an 
ox  to  the  blood  spilt  by  these  devoted  patriots?  He  hop- 
ed not.  The  bill  provides  for  tliat  class  of  men  who  suf- 
fered most,  and  who  i-eceived  a  pledge  which  was  never 
fulfilled 

Mr.  WOODBURY  implied  to  the  Questions  put  by  Mr. 
Macon.  There  were  none  of  the  officers  provided  for 
by  this  bill  who  had  not  served  three  years.  He  was  very 
frank  to  confess  another  fact,  which  was,  that  it  bad  been 
ascertained  that  the  officers  who  served  the  shortest  peri- 
od were  those  who  now  resided  in  the  Southern  Stales.  If 
the  discrimination  was  made,  it  would  be  in  favor  of  those 
who  resided  in  the  Northern  States.  The  committee  had 
thought  that  all  those  who  served  to  the  close  of  the  w^r 
ought  to  be  provided  for,  without  making  distinctions  in 
favor  of  those  who  served  longer  than  otlicrs 


Mr  HAURISON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  filling  the  blanks,  which  was  sustained. 

Mr  COBB  iiaid,  that,  if  he  understoud  the  object  of 
the  present  bill,  it  was  to  give  the  full  pay  of  a  captain  f«r 
life,  to  these  officers,  and  two  years*  pay  as  a  previous 
gratuity.  I,  [said  Mr.  C.l  shall  vute  against  it;  and  I  uish 
to  explain  why  1  shall  do  so.  If  this  is  a  grant  made  upon 
the  gi-ound  of  a  debt,   there  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  extended  to  the  legal  representatives  of  those  who 
have   died,  as  well  as  to  the  survivors.     1  ask  whether 
the  present  bill  does  not  deal  partially?     Whatever  may 
be  said  by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  I  certainly  did  un- 
derstand, that,  when  this  question  was  settled  a  month 
since,   by  three  several  votes— the  friends  of  the  bill  sig- 
nified the  determination  of  these  officers  not  to  accept  of 
pensions.    The  gentlenian  fi'om  New  York  informed  us, 
that  they  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  upon  the  pen- 
sion list.   Well,  sir,  it  is  now  said,  that  they  arc  to  receive 
full  pay  for  life— and  will  they  say  that  this  is  not  accept, 
ing  of  a  pension?  thai  this  is  not  an  extension  of  the  pen- 
sion System^     They  made  the  declaration,   that  these 
gentlemen  were  above  accepting  a   pension.     But  now 
we  find  these  high  minded  modest  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lution, discovering  tliat  the  bill  can  pass  in  no  other  form, 
not  averse  to  become  pensioners.  *  The  features  of  this 
bill,  [said  Mr  C]  appear  to  me  to  be  more  ofTensive  now 
than  formerly:  for,  if  any  thing  was  to  given,  it  ought  to 
have   been  given   as  a  donation.     The  present  plan  ex- 
tends tlie  pension  principle  too  far.     And  as  he  had  been 
always  against  donationSt  viewing  them  as  he  did,  as  un- 
constitutional,  he  hoped  the  Senate  w  oidd  be  inclined 
to  consider  this  matter  thoroughly,  before  they  consented 
to  carry  the  pension  list  of  the  CQuntry  to  such  an  enor- 
mous extent.     He  had  perceived  that  the  bill  had  been 
skilfully  manacled.  Its  advocates  had  watched  the  proper 
opportunity  for  calling  it  up  \  and  had  been  peculiarly 
careful  that  the  Senate  should  be  full,  when  it  caoK  on 
for  consideration.     Tliey  had  called  it  up,  and  laid  it 
down  again,  as  the  Senate  had  been  fbll  or  empty ;  and 
now  it  is  pressed  because  all  the  members  happen  to  be 
present     Still  he  hoped  this  measure  would  not  be  pass- 
ed upon  without  deliberation.     He  thought  that  this  sub- 
ject had  a  farther  scope  than  its  mere  intrinsic  merits 
would  indicate.     He  thought  that  the  Fresidentid  ques- 
tion wasi  to  a  great  extent,  made  to  depend  on  this  bilL 
The  friends  of  the  administration  advocate  it,  because 
the  President  recommended  it  in  his  message— and  the 
members    of  the  opposition  aie  in  favor  it,   because, 
sliould  they  oppose  it,  their  conduct  would  be  theground 
for  reproach  from  their  opponents,  and  would  afford  an 
argument  against  them.     This  bill  was  the  most  extrava- 
gant feature  of  this  session,  which  was  by  far  the  most 
extravagant  Senate  in  which  he  h^  ever  sened.    They 
had  given  away  immense  tracts  of  land—they  had  given 
away  vast  sums  of  money  ;  and  they  had  enlarged  all 
those  powers  which  were  considered  by  many,  as  dan- 
gerous and  unconstitutional.    In  tliat  part  of  Georgia  in 
which  he  lived,  but  little  more  than  half  crops  oi  cotton 
had  been  made  in  the  last  year,  and  he  had  seen  a  docu- 
ment from  one  of  the  commercial  cities  of  »he  South,  by 
which  it  would  seem  that  the  exports  of  cotton,  of  the 
crop  of  1827,  would  be  from  100,000  to  200,000  bales 
less  than  those  of  the  year  preceding.  Is  this  the  time  then 
for  extravagant  expenditure?     Is  this  the  time  for  spend, 
iug  money?     There  was   no  fear  that  these  appbcants 
would  come  upon  the  poor  list.     Tliey   were  not  in  so 
bad  a  condition  as  many  thousands  of  those  who  fought 
with  them,  and  performed  equally  meritorious  services  5 
but  whose  claims  were  forgotten.     He  felt  bound  to  op- 
pose this  bill,  as  unjust,  inexpedient,  and  a  wanton  ex- 
penditure of  the  mwney  of  die  People.  * 
Mr.  FOO  r  mei-ely  rose  to  state  the  grounds  on  winch 
he  should  oppose  the  filling  of  the  blank   as  proposed. 


701 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS, 


702 


April  25,  1828.] 


Surmwrs  of  the  BevohUion, 


[SENATE. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Pensions— -and 
many  hard  cases  had  come  before  them,  in  which  it  was 
proposed  to  go  back  in  granting^  pensions — and  in  one 
instance  only  had  the  Committee  consented  to  go  back. 
And  he  would  ask  whether  the  Senate  would  adopt  a 
principle  which  had  never  been  acknowledged,  in  fiivor 
of  these  officers,  which  had  been  refused  in  many  in- 
stances where  individuals  were  poor  and  suffering  ? 

Mr.  HAKRISONsaid,  he  rose  to  make  but  a  single  ob- 
servation  in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  If  there  was  a  scramble  upon  the  floor  of 
the  Senate,  as  that  gentleman  intimated — ^if  the  majority 
of  the  Senate  were  in  favor  of  the  bill,  he  thought  it  a 
fair  inference  that  they  acted  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
wishes  of  their  constituents;  it  was  a  ikir  conclusion « 
that  the  majority  of  the  People  were  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  take 
the  floor  by  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb.]  With  some  of  those  remarks 
he  had  nothing  to  do,  not  exactly  perceiving  their  appli- 
cation. If  the  cotton  crops  had  failed  in  the  South,  he 
much  regfi*etted  it;  and  the  more  so,  as  he  had  relatives, 
and  very  good  friends,  engaged  in  its  cultivation  ;  nor 
did  he  mean  to  defend  the  Senate  from  the  charge  of 
having  been  extravagant,  wild,  and  wasteful  ;  that  duty 
must  (levolve  on  some  member  who  had  more  agency  in 
the  introduction  of  the  measures  acted  on,  than  himself 
He  did  not  adm.it  that  any  vote  he  had  given  required 
him  to  plead  guilty  ;  he  did  not  either  intend  to  remark 
on  the  suggestion,  that  this  was  to  be  a  question  to  af- 
fect the  Presidential  election,  further  than  to  say,  that 
the  honorable  member  from  Georgia  must  allow  him  to 
find  motives  for  his  own  conduct.  What  were  the  mo- 
tives of  that  gentleman,  or  whether  they  had  any  connex- 
ion with  the  election  of  President,  were  subjects  for  his 
especial  consideration — far  be  it  from  him  to  conjecture. 
But,  for  himself,  he  claimed  tiic  privilege  to  assign  his 
own  motive,  and  that  motive  was,  "  a  deep  conviction  of 
the  justice  of  this  claim."  He  had  declared,  and  still  de- 
clared, his  opinion,  that  the  claim  was  founded  in  the  es- 
tablished principles  of  law  ;  and,  if  the  party  from  whom 
it  was  due  could  be  made  amenable  to  the  ordinary  ad- 
ministration  of  the  law,  it  would  be  recovered  by  its  pro- 
cess. In  this  case,  however,  the  claim  is  due  from  the 
Government  who  makes  the  law,  administers  the  law,  and 
decides  the  law. 

The  officers  have  approached  you,  and  properly,  with 
a  manly  and  candid  representation  of  the  facts,  and  claim- 
ing what  they  allege  is  due  to  them.  Having  the  sole 
power  to  decide^  you  have  said  thtfir  claim  shall  not  be 
granted,  as  matter  of  right ,  arid  now,  their  friends  on  this 
floor  have  presented  this  bill,  which  proposes  to  give 
them  a  small  sum  in  gross,  and  a  small  annuity,  for  the 
residue  of  their  lives.  How  is  this  received?  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  impeaches  their  mo- 
tive— tells  you  their  authorized  agents,  on  this  floor,  had 
avowed  their  intention  to  abandon  all  elaim,  except  as 
founded  on  principles  of  law,  and  their  determined  un- 
willingpiess  to  occupy  a  place  oiv  the  pension  list.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  the  gentleman  hascerlaiidy  the  privilege  to 
clothe  his  ideas  m  what  words  it  may  best  please  him ; 
but  he  could  not  but  think  some  of  the  expressions  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  "entirely  uncalled  for  by  the  oc- 
casion. Is  it  not  enough  that  these  men  have,  fcr  a  life 
time,  been  denied  justice?  That  many  of  them  have 
been  permitted  to  go  off  the  stage  of  life  neglected  and 
pennyless?  That  their  survivors  arc  now  obliged  to  mnke 
their  continued  appeal  to  your  generosity  and  your  jus- 
tice, in  vain  asking  from  you  a  pittance  of  your  abun- 
dance P  Must  they,  also,  be  made  to  hear  harsh  remarks 
and  imputations  of  sinister  and  deceptive  means  to  pro- 
mote their  object  ?    Sir,  thesQ  oflicers  are  above  the 


reach  of  suggestions -which  would  impeach  their  honor. 
They  have  done  nothing,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  which  is 
wrong,  or  which  requires  apology. 

It  has  always  been,  and  still  is  the  opinion  of  the  of- 
ficers who  are  here  as  the  representatives  of  their  compa- 
triots, that  they  would  never  consent  to  come  upon  your 
pension  list,  which  they  can  only  do  by  the  humiliating 
process  of  swearing  themselves  unable  to  subsist  without 
such  pension.  Is  this  the  case  ma<le  by  the  amendment 
now  before  yon  ?  Not  at  all  It  requires  no  previous  hu- 
miliating ceremony,  or  any  preliminary  whatever.  It  is  the 
direct  unqualified  grant  sf  a  gross  sum  and  a  subsequent 
annuity.  Less  it  is  tnie,  than  the  amount  due  to  tiiem — 
less  than,  by  your  own  estimate  of  their  claim,  they  have 
lo8t--les8  than  in  your  adjustment  of  their  accounts  you 
have  taken  from  them.  The  Government  made  the  of- 
ficers a  propoMil  to  commute  their  half  pay  for  life  fur  five 
years  fuU  pay,  for  which  certificates  were  issued  to  them. 
These  certificates,  we  all  know,  were  not  paid,  bat  were 
funded  at  an  amount  much  below  their  nomuial  value.  All 
this  operation  was  conducted  by  the  Government.  The  of- 
cera  were  passive,  and  obliged  to  submit  to  whatever  you 
were  pleased  to  direct,  and  to  receive  wliatevcr  you  were 
willing  to  give  ;  and  thus  by  your  own  acts,  tlio  result  was 
a  loss  to  them  of  the  diflerence  between  the  nominal 
amount  of  their  certificates,  and  the  actual  sum  at 
which  they  were  refunded,  and  this  sum  came  into  your 
Treasury,  and  has  been  disbursed  in  your  service.  Now, 
give  tliem  this  sum^  with  interest  on  it,,  and  they  will 
much  prefer  it  to  the  advantages  of  this  bill. 

As  to  the  suggestion  that  Senators  had  committed 
themselves  to  abandon  the  interest  of  these  of&cers,  on 
any  contingency,  he  had  only  to  say,  he  had  never  de- 
signed such  abandonment,  and,  wliile  he  had  breath  to 
expend  in  their  service,  he  should  hold  himself  bouud  to 
raise  his  voice  in  advocating  what  he  believed  ought  to 
be  granted.  If  he  could  not  get  all,  he  would  get  as 
much  as  he  could— now,  hereafter,'  and  at  all  limes,  and 
under  all  the  varieties  in  which  this  question  shall  be  agi- 
tated, he  was  the  determined  advocate  of  thasc  injured 
and  meritorious  claimants.  It  had  appeared  to  him  spme- 
what  remarkable,  that  the  adversaries  of  this  bill,  al- 
though he  believed  Land  he  said  this  under  correction) 
they  were  all  opposed  to  any  and  nvcry  proposition  to 
extend  relief  to  these  officers,  have,  nevertheless,  placed 
their  objections  on  the  forms  in  which  this  relief  is  propos- 
ed. In  any  form,  it  would  b«  objectionable  to  these  gentle- 
men. One  gentleman  says,  this  is  not  the  pi*oper  time. 
In  that  opinion  he  entirely  concurred — the  proper  time 
had  long  since  gone  by — but  the  present  was  more  pro- 
per than  any  future  time,  for  the  very  reason,  that  it  was 
less  proper  than  any  past  time.  Another  gentleman  had 
urged,  that  all  who  were  engage<l  in  the  struggle  had 
equal  merit,  and  the  representatives  of  such  as  were  de- 
ceased ought  to  be  provided  for,  as  well  as  sui-vivors. 
The  object  of  this  was  apparent  ;  you  can't  provide  for 
all — ^your  means  are  not  adequate.  An  attempt  to  do  so 
must  be  abortive.  Shall  you,  therefore,  refuse  to  do 
what  you  can  ?  Again,  it  is  objected  that  the  ground  of 
legal  right  is  abandoned,  and  a  pension  substituted.  Tha 
tove  and  temper  in  which  this  word  pension  was  used, 
evidenced  the  manifest  design  to  pre&ent  the  officers 
who  may  accept  it,  in  an  odious  character— Names  will 
not  alter  facts.  There  is  nothing  in  this  proposition,  tiie 
acceptance  of  which  can  crimson  with  a  blush  the  ctieek 
of  these  veterans — save  only  the  proof  it  may  furnish  of 
the  contracte<l  pitiful  pretence  of  justice  or  liberaliiy 
which  it  may  boast  for  the  Government.  They  may 
blush  for  us,  not  for  themselves.  The  sensibilities  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Cieorgia  are  excited  without 
cause.  These  officers  are  not  now,  at  the  close  of  a 
long  life,  fiill  of  honor  and  virtue,  rich  in  li^tMfaids  of 
tlieir  countrymen,  and  in  the  consciousness  oPiRir  own 
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inteirrity— however  destitute  of  the  means  of  comfortable 
subsistence — they  are  not  now  to  be  warned  against  an 
act  which  is  to  strip  them  of  all  they  hare  left  and  make 
them  bankrupt  in  reputation,  as  they  are  in  purse.  They 
feel  themselves  perfectly  competent  to  determine  their 
own  course  on  this  occasion  ;  and,  if  thev  were  to  take 
counsel  on  the  subject,  they  would  probably  still  feel  in- 
disposed to  place  themselves  under  the  guardianship  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  offrr  now  proposed  to  them 
at  which  they  can  feel  difficulty,  except  the  limited 
amount  granted.  The  bill  assumes  that  Ihey  have  great 
merit ;  that  exact  Justice  in  a  pecuniary  settlement  has 
not  been  extended  to  ihem  ;  that  they  are  po(»r.  Tliese 
are  facts  admitted  by  them,  but  they  do  not  involve  re- 
proach. The  sum,  in  gross,  is  but  a  pittance?  but, 
small  as  it  is^  it  may  serve  to  give  decent  burial  to  many. 
They  are  daily  dropping  from  the  Magie  of  life — some 
have  not  left  the  means  of  providing  the  most  common 
necessaries  for  the  usual  offices  at  the  grave.  Here  and 
there  one  may  linger  out  a  few  years  more — and 
shall  we  turn  the^sefrom  our  door,  to  drag  along  tlie  little 
remnant  of  their  decrcpid  old  age  in  poverty  and  want, 
or  shnU  we  strew  the  short  step,  that  must  presently  con- 
duct them  to  a  better  world,  with  some  of  those  comforts 
which  our  abundance  can  spate,  and  which  will  blunt  the 
thorns,  and  smooth  the  roughness  of  the  path  which  etids 
their  earthly  pilgrimage  ?  Their  toils,  their  blood,  have 
furnished  us  plenty  and  happiness  :  it  is  but  a  small  return 
to  keep  them  from  actual  want.  He  hoped  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  (Committee  would  prevail. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  in  reply  :  the  gentleman  from  Mary 
land  is  of  opinion  that  1  imputed  improper  motives  to 
those  who  are  the  claimants  in  this  case  In  forming 
such  an  opinion  he  is  indebted  to  his  own  imagination, 
and  not  to  my  expressions.  I  only  stated  facts  ;  I  con- 
veyed no  censure.  1  repeat,  again,  that  it  was  declared, 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vak  Bctrkh] 
that  these  officers  were  not  willing  to  be  considered  as 
pensioners,  and  that,  if  their  claim  was  not  gp*anted,  they 
would  withdraw  from  further  solicitatioiw.  Now,  they 
are  placed  in  the  position  of  pensioners.  If  this  is  ail 
true,  it  may,  or  it  may  not,  convey  an  imputation  of  im- 
proptr  motives.  It  is  as  the  gentleman  pleases.  I  stated 
the  facts;  I  did  not  impute  motives ;  with  the  Litter  1 
have  nothing  to  do,  further  than  they  may  be  drawn  from 
the  former.  The  gentleman  supposes  I  have  assumed 
the  gfuanlianship  of  these  officers  :  but  I  assume  no  such 
office.  My  opinions  are  these  :  I  do  not  believe  that,  in 
strict  equity,  there  is  any  thing  due  to  these  claimants.  1 
think  it  is  improper  to  extend  the  pension  system  beyond 
its  present  limits.  I  think  and  I  have  of\en  so  express- 
ed  myself,  that  the  Government  has  no  C^ght  to  give 
away  the  public  money,  and  that  such  donations  arc  un- 
constitutional, and,  consequently,  dangerous. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
mistaken  him— he  made  no  inferences  for  ibe  honorable 
gentleman.  He  had  assumed,  that  the  words  used  by 
him,  "modest  and  high-minded  officers,"  were  used 
ironically,  and  intended  to  impute  conduct  to  them  the 
reverse  of  that  which  "modest  and  highminded  officers" 
should  use.  He  believed  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
not  deny  the  correctncsaof  that  assumption.  In  relation 
to  the  unwillingness  of  the  officers  to  become  pensioners, 
he  had  thougiit  they  ought  not  to  agree  to  approach  the 
Government  in  the  attitude  of  mendicants,  swearing  to 
their  poverty,  and  asking  for  the  charity,  which,  by  the 
%xisting  law,  is  provided  in  such  cases.  Hut  this  bill  pro 
poses  a  grant  to  them,  not  as  beggars,  but  as  meritorious 
claimants  on  the  generosity^  if  not  tlie  equitable  justice 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WEBSTEK  then  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows  : 
It  hai  f|jM  been  my  purpose  to  take  any  part  in  the  dis- 


cussion of  this  bill.  My  opinions,  in  regard  to  its  general 
object,  I  hope,  are  well  known,  and  I  had  intended  to 
content  myself  with  a  steady  and  persevering  vote  in  its 
favor.  But,  when  the  moment  of  6nal  decision  has  come, 
and  the  decision  is  so  likely  to  be  nearly  equal,  I  feel  it 
to  be  a  duty  to  put,  not  only  my  own  vote,  but  my  own 
earnest  wishes,  my  fervent  enlreatie:»  to  others,  into  the 
doubtful  scale. 

It  must  be  admitted,  sir,  that  the  persons  for  whose  be- 
nefit this  bill  is  designetl,  are,  in  some  respects,  peculi- 
arly unfortunate.  They  are  compelled  to  meet,  not  on- 
ly objections  to  the  principle,  but,  whiclu  ver  way  they 
turn  themselves,  embarrassing  objections  also  to  details. 
One  friend  hesitates  at  this  provision,  and  another  at  that  ; 
while  those  who  are  not  friends  at  all,  of  cmrse,  oppose 
every  thing,  and  propose  nothing.  When  it  was  contem- 
plated, heretofore,  to  give  the  petitioners  an  outright 
sum,  in  satisfaction  of  their  claim,  then  the  argument 
•A^'as,  among  other  things,  that  the  Treasury  could  not 
bear  so  heavy  a  draught  on  Us  means,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

The' plan  is,  accordingly,  changed — an  annuity  is  pro- 
posed— and  then  the  objection  changes  also— an<l  it  is 
now  said,  that  this  is  but  granting  pensions,  and  that  the 
pension  system  has  already  been  carried  too  far.  1  con- 
fess, sir,  I  felt  wounded— deeply  hurt — at  the  ohserva- 
tioi»s  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  So,  then,  s.Vtd  he, 
these  modest  and  high-miucled  gentlemen  take  a  pension 
at  last !  How  is  it  possible,  that  a  gentleman  of  his  gen- 
erosity of  character,  and  general  kindness  of  feeling  can 
indulge  in  such  a  tone  of  triumphant  irony  towanls  a  few 
old,  grey-headed,  poor,  and  broken  warriors  of  the  Revo- 
lution !  There  is,  I  know,  something  repulsive  and  op- 
probriotjs  in  the  name  of  pension.  But,  God  forbid  that 
I  should  taunt  them  with  it !  With  grief,  heartfelt  grief, 
do  I  behold  the  necessity  wliich  leads  these  veterans  to 
accept  the  bounty  of  their  country,  in  a  mani^er  nj*t  the 
most  agreeable  to  their  feelings.  Worn  out  and  decftpid, 
represented  befor^  us  by  those,  their  former  brothers  in 
arms,  who  totter  along  our  lobbies,  or  stand  leawing  on 
their  crutches,  I,  for  one,  would  most  gladly  support  a 
measure  which  would  consult  at  once  their  services,  their 
years,  their  necessities,  and  the  delicacy  of  their  sentiments. 
I  would  gladly  give,  with  pron\ptitude  and  grace,  with 
gratitude  and  dtlicacy,  that  which  merit  has  earned,  and 
necessity  demands. 

Sir,  what  are  the  objections  which  are  urged  against 
this  bill  >  I.et  us  look  at  them,  and  see  if  they  be  real ; 
let  us  weigh  them,  to  know  if  they  be  solid.  For,  sir, 
We  are  i\ot  acting  on  a  slight  matter.  Nor  is  what  we  do 
likely  to  pass  unobserved  now,  mr  to  be  forgotten  here- 
after. I  regard  the  occasion  as  one  full  of  interest  and 
full  of  responsibility.  Those  individuals  the  little  rem- 
nant of  a  gallant  band,  whose  days  of  youth  and  manhood 
were  spent  for  their  country,  in  the  toils  and  dangers  of 
the  field,  arc  now  before  us,  poor  and  old,  intimaituig 
their  wants  with  reluctant  delicacy,  and  asking  succour 
from  th  eir  country,  with  decorous  solicitude.  How  we 
shall  treat  them,  it  behooves  us  well  to  consider,  not  on- 
ly for  their  sake,  but  for  our -own  sake  also,  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  honor  of  the  country.  Whatever  we  do.  will 
not  be  done  in  a  corner.  Our  constituents  will  see  it— 
the  people  will  see  it— the  world  will  see  it. 

Let  us  candidly  examine,  then,  the  objections  which 
have  been  i-aised  to  this  bill  ;  with  a  disposition  to  yield 
to  them,  if,  from  necessity,  we  must  \  but  to  overcome 
tliem,  if,  in  fairness,  w^c  can. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  we  ought  not  to  paaa 
this  bill,  because  it  will  involve  us  in  a  charge  of  unknown 
extent.  We  are  reminded  that,  when  the  general  pen- 
siHii  law  for  Revolutionary  soldiers  passed,  an  expense 
was  inctirred,  far  beyond  what  had  been  contemplated  ; 
I  that  the  estimate  of  the  number  of  aurviving  Revolution- 
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ary  soldiers  proved  alfog^thcr  faUftciouB ;  and  that,  for 
aught  we  know,  the  same  mistake  may  be  committed  now. 
Is  ^his  objection  well  founded  ^  Let  me  say,  in  the 
tirsi  place,  that,  if  one  measure,  right  in  itself,  has  gone 
farther  than  it  was  intended  to  be  carried,  for  want  of  ac- 
curate provisions,  and  adequate  guards,  this  may  furnish 
a  very  good  reason  for  supplying  such  guards  and  provi- 
sions, in  another  measure,  out  can  afTord  no  ground  at  all 
for  rejecting  such  other  measure  altogether,  if  it  be  ia 
itself  just  and  niscessai;.  We  should  avail  ourselves  of 
our  experience,  it  seems  to  me,  to  correct  what  has  been 
found  amiss  {  and  not  draw  from  it  an  undistinguishing 
resolution  to  do  nothiqg,  merely  because  it  has  Uught  us, 
that,  in  something  which  we  have  already  done,  we  have 
acted  with  too  little  care.  In  the  next  place,  does  the 
fiict  bear  out  this  obiection  ?  Is  there  any  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  the  number  of  tlie  officers  who  will  be  be- 
nefited by  this  bill,  and  estimating  the  expense,  therefore, 
which  it  will  create  ?  I  think  there  is  none.  The  re- 
cords in  tlie  Department  of  War  and  the  Treasury  furnish 
such  evidence  as  that  there  is  no  danger  cf  material  mis- 
take. The  diligence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
has  enabled  him  to  lay  the  facts  connected  with  this  part 
of  the  case,  so  fully  and  minutely  before  the  Senate,  that 
I  think  no  one  can  feel  serious  doubt.  Indeed,  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  adversaries  of  the  bill,  that  this  objection 
does  not  applv  here,  with  the  same  force,  as  in  the  for- 
mer pension  law.  It  is  admitted  that  there  is  a  greater 
facility  in  this  case  than  in  that,  in  ascertaining  the  number 
and  names  of  those  who  will  be  entitled  to  receive  that 
bounty. 

This  objection,  then,  is  not  founded  in  true  principle  ; 
and  if  it  were,  it  is  not  sustained  by  the  facU.  I  think 
we  ought  not  to  yield  to  it,  unless,  which  I  know  is  not 
the  sentiment  which  pervades  the  Senate,  feeling  that  the 
ro<i|pure  oaght  not  to  pass,  we  still  prefer,  not  to  place 
our  opposition  to  it  on  a  dtstinct  and  visible  ground,  but 
to  veil  It  under  vague  and  general  objections. 

In  the  second  place,  it  has  been  objected,  that  the 
operation  of  the  bill  will  be  unequal,  because  all  officers 
of  the  same  rank  will  receive  equal  benefit  from  it,  al- 
though they  entered  the  army  at  different  times,  and  were 
of  different  ages.  Sir,  is  not  this  that  sort  of  inequality 
which  must  always  exist  in  txery  general  provision  >  Is 
it  possible  that  any  law  can  descend  into  such  particulars? 

Would  there  be  any  reason  why  it  should  do  so,  if  it 
could  ?  The  bill  is  intended  for  tiiose,  who,  being  in  the 
army  i  n  October,  1780,  then  received  a  solemn  promise 
of  half  pay  for  life,  on  condition  that  they  would  continue 
to  serve  through  the  war.  The  ground  of  merit  is,  that, 
whensoever  they  had  joined  the  army,  being  tiius  solicit- 
ed by  their  country  to  remain  in  it,  they  at  once  went  for 
the  whole  j  they  fastened  their  fortunes  to  the  standards 
which  thejT  bore,  and  resolved  te  continue  their  military 
service  until  It  should  terminate,  either  in  their  country's 
success,  or  their  own  deaths.  This  is  their  merit,  and 
their  ground  of  claim.  How  long  they  had  been  already 
In  service,  is  immaterial  and  unimporUnt.  They  were 
thenin  service  ;  the  salvation  of  their  country  depended 
on  their  continuing  in  that  service.  Congress  saw  this 
imperative  necessity,  and  earnestly  solicited  them  to  re- 
main, and  promised  the  compensation.  They  saw  the 
necessity,  also,  and  they  yielded  to  it. 

But,  again,  it  is  said,  that  the  present  time  is  not  auspi- 
picious.  The  bill,  it  is  urged,  should  not  pass  now.  The 
venerable  member  from  North-Carolina  says,  as  I  under- 
stood him,  that  he  would  be  almost  as  willing  that  the  bill 
should  pass,  at  some  other  session,  as  be  discussed  at  this. 
He  speaks  of  the  distresses  of  the  country,  at  tlie  present 
moment,  and  of  another  bill,  now  in  the  Senate,  having, 
as  he  thinks,  the  effect  of  laying  new  tnxes  upon  the  peo- 
ple. He  ia  for"  postponement.  But  it  appears  to  me, 
with  entire  respect  for  the  Honorable  Member,  that  this 
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is  one  of  the  cases  least  of  all  fit  for  postponement. — 
It  is  not  a  measure,  that,  if  omitted  this  year,  may  as  well 
be  done  next.  Before  next  year  comes,  those  who  need 
the  relief  may  be  beyond  its  reach.  To  postpone,  for 
another  year,  an  annuity  to  persons  already  so  aged— an 
annuity,  founded  on  the  merit  of  services  which  were  ren- 
dered half  a  century  ago  ;  to  postpone,  for  another  whole 
year,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  deserving  men,  proposing  not 
agpandizement,  but  support ;  not  emolument,  but  bread 
— is  a  mode  of  disposing  of.  it,  in  which  I  cannot  concur. 

But  it  is  argued,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  bill  ought 
not  to  pass,  becanse  those  who  have  spoken  in  its  favor 
have  placed  it  on  different  gh>und8.  They  have  not 
agreed,  it  is  said,  whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  mat- 
ter of  right,  or  matter  of  gratuity,  or  bounty.  Is  there 
weight  in  this  objection  ?  If  some  think  the  grant  ought 
to  be  made,  as  an  exercise  of  judicious  and  well  deserv- 
ed bounty,  does  it  weaken  that  ground  that  others  think 
is  founded  in  strict  right,  and  that  we  cannot  r  i'\i.se  it 
without  manifest  and  palpable  injustice  ?  Or  is  it  strange, 
that  those  who  feel  the  legal  justice  of  the  claim  should 
address  to  those  who  do  not  feel  it,  considerations  of  a 
different  character,  but  fit  to  have  weight,  and  which 
they  hope  may  have  weight }  Nothing  is  more  plain 
and  natural  than  the  course  which  this  application  has 
taken.  The  applicants  themselves,  have  placed  it  on  the 
ground  of  equity  and  law.  They  advert  to  tlie  rosolve 
of  1780,  to  the  commutation  of  1783,  and  to  the  mode  of 
funding  the  certificates.  They  stand  on  their  contract. 
This  is  periectly  natural.  On  that  basis,  they  can  wield 
the  argument  themselves.  Of  what  is  required  by  justice 
and  eouity,  they  may  reason,  even  in  their  own  case. 
But,  when  the  application  is  placed  on  different  grounds  i 
when  personal  merit  is  to  be  urged,  as  the  foundation  of 
a  just  and  economical  bounty  ;  when  services  are  to  be 
mentioned;  privations  recounted;  pains  enumerated  ; 
and  wounds  and  scars  counted  s  the  discussion  necessarily 
devolves  to  other  hands.  In  all  that  wc  have  seen  from 
these  officers,  in  the  various  papers  presented  by  them, 
it  cannot  but  be  obvious  to  every  one,  how  little  is  said 
of  personal  merit,  and  how  exclusively  they  confine  them- 
selves to  what  they  think  their  rights  under  the  contract. 

I  must  confess,  sir,  that  principles  of  equity,  which  ap- 
pear to  me  as  plain  as  the  sun,  are  urged  by  the  memori- 
alists themselves,  with  great  caution  and  much  qualifica- 
tion. They  advance  their  claim  of  right  without  extra- 
vagance or  overstraining ;  and  they  submit  it  to  the  un^ 
impassioned  sense  of  justice  of  the  Senate. 

For  myself,  I  am  free  to  say,  that,  if  it  wero  a  case  be- 
tween individual  and  individual,  I  think  the  officers  would 
be  entitled  to  relief  in  a  court  of  equity.  1  may  be  mis- 
taken, but  such  is  my  opinion.  My  reasons  are,  that  I 
do  not  think  they  had  a  fair  option  in  regard  to  the  com- 
mutation of  half  pay. ..  I  do  not  think  it  was  fairly  in  their 
power  to  accept  or  reject  that  offer.  The  condition  they 
were  in,  and  the  situation  of  the  couutry,  compelled  them 
to  submit  to  whatever  was  proposed.  In  the  next  place, 
it  seems  to  me  too  evident  to  be  denied,  that  the  hye 
years'  full  pay  was  never  really  and  fully  made  to  them. 
A  formal  compliance  witli  the  terms  of  the  contract,  not 
a  real  compliance,  is,  at  most,  all  that  was  ever  done. 
For  these  reasons,  I  think,  in  an  individual  case,  law  and 
equity  would  refsrm  the  settlement.  The  conscience  of 
chancery  would  deal  with  this  case  as  with  other  cases  of 
hard^  bargains  ;  of  advantages  obtained  by  means  of  ine- 
quality of  situation  i  of  acknowledged  debts,  compound- 
ed from  necessity,  or  compromised  without  satisfaction* 
But  although  such  would  be  my  views  of  ^tliis  claim,  as 
between  man  and  man,  I  do  not  place  my  vote  for  tlua  bill 
on  that  ground.  I  see  the  consequence  of  admitting  the 
claim,  on  the  foundation  of  strict  right.  I  Me  at  once, 
that,  on  that  ground,  the  heirs  of  the  dead  HHM  claim, ' 
as  well  as  the  living ;  and  that  other  public  cNMtors,  aa 
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well  as  these  holders  of  commutation  certificates,  would 
also  have  whereof  to  complain.  I  know  it  is  altogether 
impossible  to  open  the  accounts  of  the  Hevolntion,  and 
to  think  of  doing  justice  to  every  body.  Much  of  suffer- 
ing there  necessarily  was,  that  can  never  be  paid  for — 
much  of  loss  that  can  never  be  repaired.  T  do  not,  there- 
fore, for  myself,  rest  my  vote  on  grounds  leading  to  any 
such  consequences.  1  feel  constrained  to  say,  that  wa 
cannot  do,  and  ought  not  to  think  of  doing,  every  thing, 
in  regard  to  Revolutionary  debts,  which  might  be  strictly 
right,  if  the  whole  settlement  were  now  to  be  gone  over 
anew.  The  honorable  member  from  New-York  [Mr. 
Vak  Bvbxv]  has  stated,  what  I  think,  the  true  ground  of 
the  bill.  I  regard  it  as  an  act  of  discreet  and  careful 
bounty,  drawn  forth  by  meritorious  services,  and  by  per- 
sonal  necessities.  I  cannot  ag^ee,  in  this  ease,  with  the 
technicality  of  my  profession  ;  and  because  I  do  not  feel 
able  to  allow  the  claim,  on  the  ground  of  mere  right,  I 
am  not  willing,  for  that  reason,  to  nonsuit  the  petitioners, 
as  not  having  made  out  their  case.  Suppose  we  admit, 
as  I  do,  that,  on  the  ground  of  mere  right,  it  w*ould  not 
be  safe  to  allow  it ;  or  suppose  that  tp  be  admitted,  for 
which  others  contend,  that  there  is,  in  the  casej  no  strict 
right,  upon  which,  under  any  circumstances^  the  claim 
could  stand  ?  still,  it  does  not'foUow  that  there  is  no  rea- 
sonable and  proper  foundation  for  it,  or  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  If  it  be  not  founded  on  mere  right,  it  is 
not  to  ere  regarded  as  being,  for  that  reason  alone,  an  un- 
deserved gratuity,  or  the  effusion  of  mere  good  wilU  If 
that  which  is  granted  be  not  always  granted  on  thb  ground 
of  mere  righ^  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  granted  from 
merely  an  arbitrary  preference,  or  a  capricioosbeneficence. 
In  most  caseii  of  this  sort,  mixed  considerations  prevail, 
ahd  ought  td  prevail.  Some  consideration  is  due  to  the 
claim  of  ri^ht ;  much  to  that  of  merit  and  service  {  and 
more  to  that  of  personal  necessity.  If  i  knew  that  all  the 
persons  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill  were  in  circumstances 
of  comfort  and  competency,  I  should  not  support  it.  Bat 
this  I  know  to  be  otherwise.  I  cannot  dwell,  with  propriety, 
or  delicacy,  on  this  part  of  ihe  case  ;  but  1  fiecl  its  force, 
and  I  yield  to  it.'  A  single  instance  of  affluence,  or  a  few 
cMes  where  want  does  not  tread  close  on  those  who  are 
themselves  treading  close  on  the  borders  of  the  grave, 
does  not  affect  the  general  propriety  and  necessity  of  the 
measure.  I  would  not  draw  this  reason  for  the  bill  into 
too  much  prominence.  We  all  know  it  exists ;  and  we 
may,  I  think,  safely  act  upon  it,  without  so  discussing  it 
wTto  wound,  in  old,  bu<  sensitive,  and  still  throbbing  bo- 
soms, feelings  which  education  inspired,  the^  habits  of 
military  life  cherished,'  and  a  just  self-respect  is  still  de- 
sirous to  entertain.  I  confess  I  meet  this  claim,  not  only 
with  a  desire  to  do  something  in  favor  of  these  officers, 
but  to  do  it  in  a  manner  indicative,  not  only  of  decorum, 
but  of  deep  respNCCt — that  respect  which  years,  age,  pub* 
lie  service,  patriotism  and  broken  fortune,  command  to 
spring  up  in  every  manly  breast. 

It  is,  then,  sir,  a  mixed  claim  of  faith  and  public  gra- 
titude ;  of  justice  and  honorable  bounty  ;  of  merit  and 
benevolence.  It  stands  on  the  same  foundation  as  that 
griint*  which  no  one  regrets,  of  which  all  are  preud,  made 
to  the  illustrious  foreigner  who  shewed  himself  so  early, 
and  has  proved  himself  so  constantly  and  zealously,  a 
friend  to  our' country. 

But  then,  agnin,  it  is  objected  that  the  militia  have  a 
claim  upon  us ;  that  they  fought  at  the  side  of  the  regu- 
lar soldiers,  and  ought  to  share  in  the  country's  remem- 
brance. It  is  kuown  to  be  impossible  to  carry  the  mea- 
ture  to  such  an  extent  as  to  embrace  the  mifitia;  and 
it  is  plain^  too,  that  the  eases  are  different.  This  bill,  as 
I  have  already  said,  confines  itself  to  thosC  who  served^ 
not  occasionally,  not  temporarily,  but  permanently ;  who 
aDowed^nnselves  to  be  counted  on  as  men  who  were 
to  tee  iMKonteat  through*  last  us  long  as  it  might,  and 


who  have  made  the  phrase  ^f  'listing  during  the  war,  a 
proverbial  expression,  signifying  tmalterable  devotion  to' 
our  cause,  through  good  fortune  and  ill  fortune,  till  it 
reaches  its  close.  This  is  a  plain  distinction ;  and  al- 
though,  perhaps,  I  might  wish  to  do  more,  I  see  good 
ground  to  stop  here,  for  the  present,  if  we  roust  any 
where.  The  militia  who  fought  at  Concord,  at  Lexing- 
ton, and  at  Bunker's  Hill,  have  been  alluded  to,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  in  terms  of  well  descrred  praise. 
Be  assured,  sir,  there  could  With  diflSculty  be  found  a 
man  who  drew  his  sword,  or  carried  his  musket,  at  Con- 
cord, at  Lexington,  or  Bunker's  HHI,  who  would  wish 
Vou  to  reject  this  bill.  They  tnilT^t  ask  you  to  do  more, 
but  never  to  refrain  fVom  doing  •this.  Would  to  God 
the}'  were  assembled  here,  and  had  the  fate  of  this  bill 
in  their  own  handsl  Would  to  God  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage was  to  be  put  to  them !  I'hey  would  afRrm  it  with  a  uni- 
ty of  acclamation,  that  would  rend  the  roof  of  the  Capitol. 
I  support  the  measure,  then,  Mr.  President,  because 
I  think  it  a  proper  and  judicious  exercise  of  well  merited 
national  bounty.  I  think,  too,  the  general  sentiment  of 
my  own  constituents,  and  of  the  country,  is  in  favor  of  it. 
I  believe  the  member  from  North  Carcrfina  himself  admit* 
ted,  that  an  increasing  desire  that  something  should  be 
done  for  the  Revolutionaiy  officers  manifested  itself  in 
the  community.  The  bill  will  make  no  immediate  or 
great  draught  on  the  Treasury.  It  will  not  derange  the 
finances.  If  I  had  supposed  that  the  state  of  tlie  Trea- 
sury would  have  been  urged  against  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  I  should  not  have  voted  for  the  Delaware  Breakwa- 
ter, because  that  might  have  been  commenced  next  year ; 
noi  for  the  whole  of  the  sums  which  have  been  granted 
for  fortifications;  for  their  advancement,  with  a  little 
more,  or  a  little  less,  of  rapidity,  is  not  of  the  first  neces- 
sity. But  the  present  case  is  urgent.  What  we  do  should 
be  don^  quickly. 

Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  repeat,  that  neither  the 
subject,  nor  the  occasion,  is  an  orainaiy  one.  Our  own 
fellow  citizens  do  not  so  consider  it ;  the  world  will  not 
so  regard  it.  A  few  deserving  soldiers  are  before  us, 
who  served  their  country  faithfully  through  a  seven  years* 
war.  That  war  was  a  civil  war.  It  was  commenced  on 
principle,  and  sustained  by  every  sacrifice  on  the  great 
ground  of  civil  liberty.  They  fought  bravely,  and 
bled  freely.  The  cause  succeeded,  and  the  coun- 
try triumphed.  But  the  condition  of  tiling  did  not 
allow  that  country,  sensible  as  it  was  to  their  services 
and  merits,  to  do  them  the  full  justice  which  it  deserved. 
It  could  not  entirely  fulfil  its  engagements.  The  Army 
was  to  be  disbanded  ;  but  it  was  unpaid.  It  was  to  lav 
down  its  own  power  {  but  there  was  no  government  with 
adequate  power  to  perform  what  had  been  promised  to 
it.  In  this  critical  moment,  what  is  its  conduct  ?  Does 
it  disgrace  its  high  character  ?  Is  temptation  able  to  se- 
duce it  }  Does  It  speak  of  righting  itself?  Does  it  un- 
dertake to  redress  its  own  wrongs,  by  its  own  sword  ? 
Does  it  lose  its  patriotism  in  its  deep  sense  of  injury  and 
injustice  ^  Does  military  ambition  cause  its  integrity  to 
swerve  ?    Far,  far  otherwise. 

It  had  faithfully  served,  and  saved  the  counti7,  and  to 
that  country  it  now  referred,  with  unhesitating  confidence, 
its  claim  and  its  rximplaints.  It  laid  down  its  arms  with 
alacrity ;  it  mingled  itself  with  the  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity I  and  it  waited  till,  in  better  times,  and  under  a  new 
Government,  its  services  might  be  rewarded,  and  the 
promisea  made  to  it  fulfilled.  Sir,  this  example  is  worth 
more,  fur  more,  to  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  than  this  bill 
will  coat  us.  We  can  hardly  recur  to  it  too  often,  or 
dwell  on  it  too  much,  for  the  honor  of  our  country,  and 
of  its  defenders.  Allow  me  to  say  again,  that  merito- 
rious service  in  civil  war  is  worthy  of  peculiar  considera- 
tion ;  not  only  because  there  is  in  such  war  usually  less 
power  to  restrain  irregularities,  but  because,  also^  they 
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expose  all  prominent  acton  in  them  to  different  kind*  of 
d^m^r.     It  is  rebellion,  as  well  as  war.    Those  who  en- 

fage  in  it  must  look  not  only  to  the  dangers  of  tlie  field, 
ut  to  confification,  also,  and  attainder,  and  i^ominioiis 
death.  With  no  efficient  and  settled  Government,  eiiher 
to  sustain  or  control  them,  and  with  every  sort  of  danger 
before  them,  it  is  gt%at  merit  to  have  conducted  with 
fidelity  to  the  country,  under  every  discouragement  on 
the  one  hand,  and  with  unconquerable  bravery  towards 
the  common  enemy,  on  the  other.  So,  sir,  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Kevolutionary  Army  did  conduct. 

I  would  not,  and  do  not,  underrate  the  services  or  the 
sufferings  of  others.  I  know  well  that,  in  tiie  Revolu- 
tionary contest,  all  made  sacrifices,  and  all  endured  suf- 
ferings ;  as  well  thuse  who  paid  for  service,  as  those  \^ho 
performed  it.  I  know  (tat  m  ttie  records  of  all  the  little 
municipalities  of  New  Cngland,  abundant  proof  exists 
of  the  zeal  with  which  the  cause  was  espoused,  and  the 
sacrifices  with  which  it  was  oheerfuUy  maintained.  1 
bave  often  tiiere  read,  with  absolute  astonishment,  the 
taxes,  the  contributions,  the  heavy  subscriptions,  often 

I>rovided  for  by  disposing  of  the  absolute  necessaries  of 
ife,  by  which  enlistments  were  procured,  and  food  and 
clothing  furnished.  It  would  be,  sir,  to  these  same  mu- 
nicipalities, to  these  same  little  patriotic  councils  of  Re- 
volutionary times>  that  I  should  now  look  with  most  as* 
aured  confidence  for  a  hearty  support  of  what  this  bill 
proposes.  There  the  scale  of  Revolutionary  merit  stands 
hiRli.  There  are  still  those  living  who  speak  of  the  19lh 
of  April,  and  the  iT^th  of  June,  without  thinking  it  ne- 
cessary to  add  the  year.  These  men,  one  and  all,  would 
rejoice  to  find  that  those  wlio  stood  by  the  country  brave- 
ly, throiigh  the  doubtful  and  perilous  struggle  which  coa- 
dqcted  it  to  independence  and  glory,  had  not  been  for- 
^tten  in  the  decDne  and  close  of  hfe. 

The  obiects,  then,  air,  of  the  propoaed  bounty  are 
moat  worthy  and  deserving  objects.  The  services  which 
they  rendesed  were  in  tne  highest  degree  useful  and 
important.  The  country  to  which  they  rendered  theoi 
is  ifreat  and  prosperous.  The^  have  lived  to  see  it  glori- 
ous^ let  them  not  live  to  aee  it  unkind.  For  me,  I  can 
five  them  but  my  vote,  and  my  prayers  f  and  I  give  them 
oth  with  my  whole  heart 

Mr.  FOOT  observed,  that  this  bill,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  its  discussion  at  an  early  period  of  the  aessien, 
until  the  present  moment,  bad  been  before  the  Senate, 
under  peculiar  circumstances  ^  and,  to  him,  extremely 
embairaasing ;  held  fitft  by  the  Chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee,-and  strongly  fortified  against  amendments,  by  mo- 
tions merely  to  fill  the  bUnks.  The  original  bill  embrac- 
ed a  certain  portion  of  the  officers  on{y«  to  whom  half 
pay  Ibr  lif^  nad  been  proroiaed ;  bu^  on  their  own  ap- 
plication, thu  half  pay  had  been  commuted  for  full  pay 
for  five  yean ;  and  it  was  contended  that  the  United 
States  were  under  a  legal  obligation  to  make  further  pro- 
vision Ibr  these  officers.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  had  voted 
Against  filling  the  blank  in  the  original  bill,  with  tvery 
Bum  which  bad  been  proposed  j  and  should  have  voted 
against  even  the  smallest  sum,  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
4tf  these  officers.  He  never  could  consent  to  degrade 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  by  elevating 
the  officers :  Tftey  were  not  mere  mefcenary  hirelingB, 
like  the  soldiers  of  ordinary  standing  armies.  Many  of 
these  soldiers  were  of  the  best  blood  of  the  country — 
equal  to  the  officers— and  fighting  side  by  side  for  their 
dearest  rights.  It  was  a  common  cause — and  one  spi- 
rit pervaded  the  whole.  The  officer  was  most  fortunate  : 
he  had^  a  commission,  and  could  at  any  time  resign  and 
leave  the  army.  And,  an*,  we  all  know  the  origin  of  the 
half  pay,  and  the  commutation  for  five  years^full  pay. 
The  soldier  could  not  resign  {  he  could  not  compel  Con- 
grftss  to  increase  his  pay,  by  threats  to  resign  and  disband 


first  contract  for  service  as  the  soldier^ which  indeed 
was  poor  enough.  But  the  soldier  was  compelled  to 
serve  out  his  enlistment  upon  the  terms  of  his  contract. 
How  is  the  case  witli  the  officer  ?  Was  not  half  pay  of* 
fered  for  life,  to  prevent  resignation  ?  And  this  commut- 
ed, at  their  request,  for  five  years'  full  pay,  amounting 
to  twice  the  original  sum  contracted  for  their  services  } 
And  doeB  this  form  a  ground  for  this  claim  for  additional 
compensation  ?  Mr.  F.  declared  tlmt  he  never  should 
vote  for  any  additional  compensation  to  the  officers  alone, 
but  would  assure  the  Chairman  he  was  ready  to  go  with 
him  in  making  anv  suitable  provisions  for  these  Revolu- 
tionary heroes,  which  would  do  equal  justice  to  the  sol- 
dier as  well  as  the  officer. 

The  bill  I\bs  nowasaumed  a  new  shape,  but  is  still  held 
upon  a  motion  to  fill  a  blank.  The  Chairman  informed 
us  some  time  since,  *<  that  at  a  proper  time  the  bill  would 
be  open  for  amendments."  This  time,  it  appears,  has 
not  yet  arrived.  But  we  are  told  by  the  3enator  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  HAmmisoM,]  we  may  now  amend  tae  bill ;  and 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wxbstzu,]  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  cast  some  imputations  upon 
those  who  have  opposed  this  bill,  to  which  they  are  not 
justly  liable.  He  savs,  '« we  have  opposed,  but  have  not 
proposai,  any  amenaments."  Sir,  the  gentleman  must 
certainly  be  aware  that  no  opportunity  has  been  offered 
for  a  single  amendment.  If  Uie  time  shall  ever  arrive 
when  we  can  offer  amendments,  the  Senators  will  find 
us  not  so  had  hearted,  ung^teful,  and  unkind.  Mr.  F. 
did  not  believe  liiere  was  a  Senator  on  this  floor,  nor  a 
single  individual  in  the  country,  who  would  be  unwilling 
to  make  full  compensation  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  if  it  was  in  tlie  power  of 
Government  to  do  equal  justice  to  alL  But,  for  one,  he 
never  would  consent  to  give  additional  compensation  to 
those  only  who  had  already  received  more  pay,  more 
credit,  and  more  favors  than  those  equally  meritorious. 
If  they  were  really  poor,  the  present  pension  law  pro- 
vides for  their  support.  He  never  befieved  in  the  legal- 
ity of  the  claims  af  these  officers,  and  this  seemed  now 
to  be  abandoned  by  the  aommittee. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  very  justly  said* 
if  it  be  a  legal  claim,  it  will  extend  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  deceased  officers.  The  amendment  now 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill,  embracea  ft 
certain  portion  of  the  soldiers  {  and,  with  some  amend- 
ments which  will  be  offered  to  this  amendment,  embrac- 
ing officers  and  soldiers  with  legal  claims,  Mr.  F.  said  he 
would  cheerfully  vote  for  the  bul,  but  not  in  the  present 
shspe,  confined  to  those  officers  and  soldiers  only  who 
had  already  received  additioiud  compensation,  and  mom 
pay  than  those  who^  in  the  darkest  period,  had  fought 
the  battles  wliich  led  to  the  successful  termination  of 
the  contest  It  must  embrace  all,  and  do  equal  justice 
to  aU,  before  it  would  receive  his  supports 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  to  some  of 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Wxbbtxr.  He  considered  that  these  . 
claims  could  not  be  established  in  a  court  of  equity,  and 
remarked,  that  tlie  panegyric  bestowed  bv  the  gehtU- 
man  from  Massachusetts  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  %t 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  not  entirely  deserved,  as  them 
had  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  revolt  among  thetn, 
which  nothing  but  the  presence  and  influence  of  Wash- 
ington had  overcome.  Besides,  he  maintained  that  the 
officers  could  not  better  themselves  by  any  course  of  vi- 
olence. There  was  noUiing  fell  of  which  they  could 
possess  themselves^  the  country  Iwving  been  ravaged* 
and  the  property  of  the  citizens  having  been  destroyed. 
He  repeated  what  he  bad  said  in  relation  to  an  individu- 
al among  the  claimants  who  was  worth  a  large  fortune. 
Mr.  SMITU,^  of  Maryland,  said,  that  there  were  bat 
twelve  of  these  officers  who  were  residents  in  MatyUnd, 


the  army.    These  officers  vere  as  well  paid  on  their  |  yet,  were  he  to  vote  agtimt  thi«  bill^  he  migtt  be  ccT' 
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tAin  of  never  bein^  returned  to  Congress  again.    His 
constituents  were  in  favor  of  it.    They  were  desirous 
that  something  should  be  done  to  smooth  the  way  to  the 
grave  of  these  veteran  servants  of  the  country.'    There 
might  be  one  gentleman  in  South  Carolina  who  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  fortune,  but  this  was  no  reason  why  the 
other  claimants  shouM  be  neglected,  nor  did  it  alter  the 
justice  of  the  claim.     Tiiere  was  not  one  of  these  offi- 
cers who  resided  in  Maryland  that  was  possessed  of  pro- 
perty.    There  was,  formerly,  one  rich  officer  in  Mary- 
land, who  had  lately  died.     But  he  would  not  have  re- 
ceived this  annuity  had  he  been  living.  I  say  this  annuity, 
because  it  is  not,  as  it  has  been  donominated,  a  pension. 
Mr.  WHITE  said,  that  if  this  was  solely  an  equitable 
chum,  the  Ic^gal  representatives  of  deceased  officers  had 
an  equal  right  to  claim  the  provision,  as  the  surviving  of- 
ficers.    For  this  reason  he  had  not  voted  against  the  bill 
in  its  former  shape.     It  was  now  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  he  could  conscientiously  record  his  vote  in  its  U- 
vor.     He  should,  therefore,  state,  as  concisely  as  possi- 
ble, the  grounds  on  which  his  vote  would  be  given »    He 
considered  this  was  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution,  in  consideration,  that  a  promise  made 
to  them  by  the  Government  had  not  been  complied  with 
as  far  as  was  intended.    If  this  was  intended  as  a  gratui- 
ty, it  did  not  e&tend  to  the  leg^l  representatives  of  the 
deceased.     But,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  see  in  existence  the 
men  who  have  rendered  these  services  to  their  country. 
I  see  them  in  want,  and  1  cannot  refuse  to  succor  them. 
They  have  conferred  benefits  upon  the  country,  upon 
which  we  cannot  place  too  high  an  estimate.    Those 
services  have  not  been  compensated  according  to  a  for. 
mer  promise  of  the  Government.    This  compact  has  been 
fiilfiUed  in  form,  but  not  in  substance.     Others  may  have 
served  the  country  with  equal  fidelity  and  zeal,  but  not 
having  the  promise  which  these  men  had,  their  claims 
are  placed  on  other  and  weaker  grounds.     They  cannot 
have  an  equal  claim  with  these  officers.     I  have  always 
considered,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  the  victories  achieved  by 
these  men  over  the  enemy,  were  not  their  greatest  vic- 
tories.   The  greatest  of  their  triumphs  was  that  which 
they  achieved  over  themselves,  their  wants,  and  inter- 
ests, when^  at  the  close  of  the  war,  they  delivered  up 
their  arms,  and  retired  to  the  private  walks  of  life,  trust- 
ing in  the  Justice  of  their  countrymen,  and  fully  believ- 
ing, that,  when  the  time  arrived,  they  would  receive  the 
compensation   pledged   to  them  by  the  Government. 
That  time  has  arrived.     We  are  now  able  to  render  this 
tribute  of  justice.    And  if  it  were  the  last  dollar  in  the 
Tt^astiry,  1  would  give  it  for  this  purpose.     This  opinion 
is,  I  think,  founded  on  principle.    It  may  be  said  that  I 
am  actuated  by  feeling ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  a  feeling  which 
1  think  I  ought  to  entertun.     As  to  any  other  motives,  I 
do  not  entertain  them.     I  came  here  dressed  in  no  man's 
livery  j  but  as  the  Representative  of  a  sovereign  State, 
to  act  according  to  my  conscience  and  the  will  of  my 
constituents  alone.     Any  imputation  to  the  contrary  I 
cannot  admit,  as  I  should  fed  myself  degraded  by  allow- 
isg  myself  Xm  act  on  other  grounds  {  and  I  should  think 
Itbeneath  me,  to  look  upon  the  decisions  of  Senators  as 
vising  from  any  other  views. 

Mr.  BRANCH  then  explained  his  reasons  for  opposing 
the  bill. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
BRANCH,  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  and  SMITH,  of  Md. 

Mr.  MACON  made  a  few  remarks,  as  was  understood, 
in  reply  to  Messrs  Cbakdlsb  and  Wsbstrr. 

Mr  BELL  moved  to  fill  the  blanks  in  the  bill  with  «3d 
March,  1828,''  and  spoke  briefly  in  opposition  to  carry* 
ing  the  pennons  of  the  claimants  baciL 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  Question  must  be  first  ta- 
ken on  the  motion  to  fill  the  blanks  with  ^  3d  March, 
1826.»' 


Mr.  MACON  spoke  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
WsBSTBR  ;  when,  the  question  being  put  on  filling  the 
blanks  with  "  3d  March,  1836,''  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  the  3d  section,  so 
as  to  confine  the  operation  of  this  bill  to  soldiers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  who  had  served  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,  and  had  been  honorably  discharged. 

Mr.  MACON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  Uble, 
which  was  negatived,  22  to  20. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  explained  the  object  of  his  motion, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  werft  ordered. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  made  a  few  remarks,  when  the 
question  being  put,  Mr.  Ciukdlek's  amendment  wa» 
adopted. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
ad(ling  a  proviso,  that  no  offidsr  or  soldier  on  the  Pen- 
sion List  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  bill. 
Adopted. 

Mr.  WOODBURT  oflTered  a  proviso  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, that  no  officer,  under  tliis  bill,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  larger  sum  than  full  pay  of  a  Captain  of  the 
Line.     Adopted. 

Several  other  amendments  were  adopted. 

Mr.  BELL  then  moved  to  amend,  bv  striking  out  the 
words  "  full  pay,"  and  inserting  instearf,  "half  pay  ;"  on 
which,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VAN  BURKN,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARN.\RD,  it  was  ordered,  that, 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 


MoRDAT,  Apbil  28,  1828. 
ADJOURNMENT  OR  CONGRESS. 

Tl^  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  by  Mr.  JOHN- 
SON,' of  Kentucky,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a 
comnpittee  to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  fix  upon  a  period  at  which  Congress  shall  ad- 
journ, was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  ;  which  was  negatived-— 22  to  13. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  it 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  FOOT  and  JOHNSON,  of  Ky. 

Mr.  NOBLE  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
tablet  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  moved  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  meet 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  under  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  to  fix  \\it  period  of  adjournment, 
^nd  to  select  the  business  to  be  acted  on  $  which  was 
agreed  lo— 20  to  IT. 

SURVIVORS  OP  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Revolutionary  officers 
and  soldiers  was  again  taken  up  ;  and,  having  been  fur- 
ther amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WoonnvRv,  the  ques- 
tion occurred  on  striking  out,  and  inserting  the  amend 
ment  oflTered  by  the  committee,  as  amended  ;  which  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

I1ie  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  Mr. 
WOODBURY  moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Chahulxb,  inserting  the  words,  **  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,"  and  to  restore  the  words  of  the 
original  bill. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  explained  his  views  in  offering  tlie 
motion.  The  bill  was  confined  to  those  officers  who  serv- 
ed to  the  close  of  the  war — and  ought  to  be  confined 
to  the  same  class  of  soldiers.  A  bill  had  been  introduced 
in  the  other  House  which  provided  for  the  class  of  men 
pointed  out  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine* 
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Mr.  CHANDLER  said  he  now  perceived  what  he  had 
not  perceived  before,  that  this  bill  was  to  be  carried 
throu|^h  on  the  principle  which  was  rejected  by  the  Se- 
nate formerly,  that  there  was  a  debt  due  to  these  sol- 
diers. He  thought  the  distinction  an  unfair  one  be- 
tween these  and  other  classes  of  soldiers. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  th'is  distinction  was  made 
by  the  Congpress  of  1784,  which  this  bill  was  merely 
following  up. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  Mr. 
Wood  bust's  motion  :  urging  the  claim  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  included  in  the  original  bill,  as  founded 
on  a  contract  which  the  Government  was  «bound  to 
fulfil. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  sUted  the  grounds  on  which  he 
should  vote  for  the  proposition  to  amend. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  replied  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
Chaxbbes— and  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  HAR- 
RISON, the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative.} 

Mr.  COBB  offered  to  amend  the  bill,  by  an  additional 
section,  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  equal  to  four 
years'  full  pay  of  a  Captain  to  the  representatives  of 
each  of  the  deceased  officers.  The  motion  was  briefly 
explained  by  Mr.  C»,  and,  after  having  been  opposed  by 
Messrs.  WOODBURY,  CHANDLER,  and  BERRIEN, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  SMITH,  pi  South  Carolina,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  on'  motion  of  Mr.  COBB, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  the  in- 
sertion of  a  section  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  sum 
not  exceeding  four  years'  full  pay  of  a  Captain  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  such  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolution, 
entitled  to  half-pay  under  the  resolution  of  1784,  as  have 
'died  since  the  year  IBIO. 

This  motion  was  briefly  supported  by  Messrs.  COBB 
and  BEREUEN,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  when 
the  question  being. uken  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  striking  out  the  origi- 
nal bill,  and  inserting  the  substitute  agreed  to  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  as  amended. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  the  division  of  the  question, 
which,  having  been  agreed  to,  the  motion  to  strike  out 
was  agreed  to;  and  on  inserting,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing ordered  on  motion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Bateman,  Berrien,  Boulig- 
ny,<  Chambers,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kane,  King, 
Marks,  Parris,  Robbins,  Rowan,  Sanfortl,  Seymour,  Sils- 
bee.  Smith,  of  Md.  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  White, 
WiUey,  Woodbury— 28. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  BeH,  Benton,  Branch,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  ^Uis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  McKinley,  Macon, 
Ridgely,  Boggles,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Williams — 17. 

The  question  on  engrossing  being  then  put;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  bill  was  onlered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  the  following 
vote  I 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Bateman,  Bell,  Berrien, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
Ha^rne,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kane,  King, 
Knight,  Marks,  Parris,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Sey. 
mour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.  Thomas,  Van  Buren, Web- 
ster, White,  WiHey,  Woodbdry 30. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton.  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  McKinley,  Macon,  Noble, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Williams.— 17. 


TvBSSAT,  Ajfftix  29,  1828.  ~ 
[Nearly  the  whole  of  this  day's  sitting  was  occupied  in 
the  discussion  of  the  Incfian  appropriation  bill,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  T.  L.  Winthrop  and  others,  Directora 
of  the  Mississippi  Land  Company  ;  the  former  of  which 
was  ordered  to  a  thifd  reading.] 

WzDirxsiraT,  Afsil  30,  1828. 
Mr.  BERiHRN,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  join 
a  committee  from  the  other  House  for  the  purpose  of  fix- 
ing upon  a  time  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses* 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

lUaolved  by  the  Senate  and  Souae  of  Btpretentativee  of 
the  United  JSSalee  of  Ameriea  in  Congre$e  aseenUfied,  That 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  do  adjourn  their  respecUve  Houses  on 
Monday,  the  26th  May  next 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  fh)m  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  in  alteration  of  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  reported  the 
same,  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  also  laid  on  the  table  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  duties  under  the  bill  ahering  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  the  present  rate  of 
duties. 

The  amendments  and  statement  were  then  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MARKS,  the  bill  for  the  preservation 
and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road  (to  erect  turnpike 
gates  on  the  road)  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  having 
been  agreed  to,  it  was  explained  by  Mr.  Mabks. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  bill,  and 
read  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  a  mail  contractor,  detailing  the  bad  state  of 
repair  of  some  sections  of  the  road. 

Mr.  MARKS  further  supported  tlie  bill,  and  argued 
that  the  road  would  be  ruined  if  suffered  long  to  remain 
in  its  present  condition.  It  would  be  little  better  than 
to  allow  the  road  to  return  to  its  wilderness  state,  to  ne- 
glect repairing  it  through  another  Winter  like  the  last. 
There  were  tnree  courses  that  mi^ht  be  taken.  The 
United  States  could  make  appropriations  for  the  repair 
of  the  road  ;  they  could  erect  toll  gatea  j  or  to  turn  over 
the  whole  matter  to  tiie  States  in  which  the  road  lies.  If 
the  latter  course  were  pursued,  there  was  no  certainty 
that  the  States  would  uhdertake  to  keep  the  road  in  re- 
pair, ss  they  looked  upon  the  road,  having  been  made  by 
the  General  Government,  as  a  work  of  a  national  charac- 
ter, and  Congress  as  bound  to  provide  for  its  repairs. 
The  question  before  the  Senate  was,  whether  Congress 
should  allow  a  work  which  lud  cost  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  fall  into  decay  for  want  of  repair,  or  would  take 
measures  to  perpetuate  the  benefits  of  the  road.  It  was 
true,  that  the  work  done  last  year  was  becoming  dilapi- 
dated, and  going  to  ruin,  while  they  were  going  on  with 
the  other  parts  of  the  work.  There  was  no  gentleman 
present,  he  believed,  who  would  not  be  convinced  orthe 
necessity  of  doing  something  to  ]>revent  the  road  from 
going  to  destruction.  He  knew  that  it  had  been  argued 
that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  do  this  ;  but,  he  con- 
sidered, that,  as  it  had  been  decided  by  repeated  votes, 
that  Congreas  had  the  right  to  make  the  road,  it  could 
harclly  be  maintained  that  Congress  had  not  the  right  to 
repair  it. 

Mr.  BRANCH  objected  that  the  Senate  had  no  power 
to  originate  a  bill  for  the  levying  of  taxes. 

Mr.  MARKS  replied,  that  it  was  not  the  design  of  the 
bill  to  bring  anv  thing  into  the  pubhc  coffers,  as  all  the 
money  collected  from  tolls  would  be  expended  in  repsura 
upon  the  road. 
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Mr.  BENTON  Objected  to  the  late  period  At  which  this 
1>ni  had  beerv  taken  up.  He  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
•et  of  resolutions,  which  he  thought  would  meet  the  views 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  by 
the  bill  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow,  when  his  resolu- 
tions would  come  up  for  eonsideration. 

Mr.  HARRISON  objected  to  the  resolutions,  and  con- 
sidered that  tlie  tendeocy  of  their  introduction  would  be 
to  retard  the  bill,  and  probably  to  postpone  it  until  next 
session. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wished  this  bill  tried 
on  its  merits ;  because,  if  it  was  rejected,  the  Senate 
would  i^ually  say  that  they  Mrould  vote  money  for  the 
repair  of  the  road.  He  had.no  chcuce  as  to  ths  manner 
in  which  the  object  was  eifected.  One  Way  or  another  the 
road  would  doubtless  be  repaired,  as  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  they  would  allow  aJl  tl>e  expense  which  the 
road  had  cost  to  be  lost  for  want  of  repair. 

Mr.  MACON  thought  the  Senate  was  going  rattier  too 
last.  He  rose  to  ask  the  President  wheUier  It  was  com- 
petent to  the  Senate  to  fhune  and  act  upon  a  bill  of  this 
kind  ;  wliether  it  was  not  a  bill  which  ought  to  originate 
in  the  other  House  ? 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  it  was  a  question  of  great 
magnitude  ;  he  should  be  desirous  of  referring  the  de- 
cision of  the  question  to  the  Senate.  Whether  the  Se- 
nate had  the  power  to  frame  such  a  bill,  under  the 
Constitution,  was  a  point  of  some  doubt  and  much  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  doubted  whether  the  President  was 
competent  to  decide  the  question,  as.it  was  a  constitu- 
tional point,  and  not  a  question  of  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  he  was  by  no  means  co- 
vetous of  the  duty  of  deciding. 

Mr.  HENURICKS  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill  might 
not  be  postponed,  and  that  it  might  be  disposed  of  with- 
out a  constitutional  argument.  The  constitutional  ques- 
tion had  often  been  decided  by  the  Senate,  and  be  thought 
its  agitation  would  be  useless  now. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  he  would  be  governed  by  the 
Senate.  The  reason  why  the  Chair  had  supposed  that 
the  question  came  under  the  rules  of  order,  was,  that 
those  rules  regulated  the  practice  of  the  body-  The  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution  to  which  it  referred,  established 
that  certain  bills  could  not  be  framed  in  tlie  Senate,  and 
hence  the  Chair  was  of  opinion,  that  a  question  as  to  the 
power  given  in  this  respect,  would  come  under  the  re- 
gulation of  the  business  of  the  Senate.  He  might  be  in 
error,  but  such  was  his  impression. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table  ; 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  HARRI- 
SON wl)o  made  a  few  remai-ks. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  again  rose,  and  suted  that 
the  question  presented  a  new  point  of  order.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  that  the  decision  would  not  turn  upon  tlie  con- 
stitutiondity  of  the  bill,  but  upon  the  practice  of  the  Se- 
nate. He  wished  the  Senators  to  consider  the  question. 
The  motion  being  renewed  by  Mr.  BRANCH,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  gave  notice,  that,  when 
the  bill  should  come  up,  as  it  presented  a  new  point,  and 
as  tlie  constitutional  question  was  one  of  great  magnitude, 
he  would  submit  to  the  Senate  whether  or  not  it  came 
within  the  rules  of  order. 


Thursbay,  Mat  1,  1828. 
ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
The  resolution  reported  yesterday  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 
from  a  coramitiee  appoinled  to  join  a  committee  from 
the  other  House,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  upon  a  time 
for  th«  «d|ournment  of  the  two  Houses,  (recommending 
the  2i^lHay,J  was  Uken  up. 


Mr.  BERRIEN  stated,  that  it  was  believed  by  the 
committee  that  all  the  business  before  the  two  Houses 
might  be  transacted  previous  to  the  36th  May.  It 
was  also  the  opinion  that  the  business  woukl  be  more 
promptly  acted  upon,  if  the  time  were  fixed  at  which 
the  session  should  be  brought  to  a  close. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  opposed  the  resolution.  There  were 
many  important  bills  in  both  Houses  yet  to  be  acted  up- 
on, which  would  probably  be  passed  ov«r,  if  the  time 
for  adjournment  were  now  fixed  upon.  He  had  former- 
ly seen  the  bad  effect  of  fixing  &  day  for  adjoomment. 
Bills  weje  generally  pass^  upon  in  a  hurried  manner, 
or  were  deferred  to  the  next  session.  He  was  as  anx- 
ious to  adjourn  earlv  as  any  gentleman  could  be  %  and 
should  be  willing  to  do  it  as  soon  as  the  business  of  the 
session  was  closed.  Before  that  time  he  did  not  believe 
the  People  were  desirous  that  Congress  should  close 
their  labors.  He  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  un- 
til  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  motion,  and  asked  for  ^e 
yeas  and  nays  \  which  were  orderecL 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  he  believed  there  was  a  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  which  would  take  up  nearly  all  the 
time  b^ween  this  and  the  26th  of  May.  Gentlemen 
must  speak  upon  it ;  and  they  would  go  on  from  day  to 
day,  and  from  week  to  week.  Wdl,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  When  the  question  was  taken,  be  would  vote 
upon  the  bill,  and  he  would  do  it  openly  and  above 
board.  He  should  not  endeavor  to  conceal  his  opinions. 
He  was  astonished  that  his  fiiend  from  Nortli  CaroUna 
should  oppose  the  delay,  when  his  Ocracock  project, 
which  had  been  a  long  time  before  the  Senate,  was  not 
yet  decided,  which  was  to  let  the  People  of  North  Ca- 
rolina out  to  the  ocean.  They  say  they  are  ground  to 
the  dust,  and  are  in  a  suffering  condition,  and  yet  Con- 
gress was  to  adjourn  before  they  were  relieved,  anfl 
their  Ocracock  channel  cut  out.  What,  he  would  aak» 
was  to  become  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  ?  He  presumed 
they  were  to  hang  upon  the  willows.  And  what  was 
to  become  of  his  [Mr.  N.'s]  road  in  Ii^diana,  if  a  sadden 
adjournment  took  place  ?  He,  for  one,  did  not  wish  to 
be  exposed  to  the  editorial  remarks,  and  the  newspaper 
paragraphs,  which  this  resolution,  if  passed,  would  give 
rise  to.  It  would  be  said,  that  the  moment  this  Tariff 
bill  came  up  from  the  other  House,  this  resolution  fbr  an 
adjournment  was  presented;  and  that  it  was  done  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  tlie  bill,  while  some  long  winded 
member  spun  out  tlie  session  to  its  close. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  called  Mr.  Nobkk  to  order. 
He  thought  the  gentleman's  language  indecorous.  I  will 
not,  said  Mr.  J.,  sit  in  my  seat,  ainl  hear  the  gentlemin 
from  Indiana  speak  of  Senators  as  long  winded.  It  is  not 
fit  language  to  be  used  here.  I,  for  m^seli;  will  not  be  de- 
nounced as  speaking  to  deUy  the  busmess  of  tlie  Senate. 
Mr.  NOBI/E  requested  the  gentleman  to  reduce  the 
words  to  writing  at  which  he  had  taken  o^ence. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  sent  to  the  Pre«- 
dent,  who  stated  the  expressions  objected  to  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  were,  "  denouncing  Senators  as 
long  winded,  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  buunesa  of  the 
Senate,  and  attempting  to  speak  down  the  Tariif  and 
other  bills." 

The  CHAIR  said,  he  would  decide  on  the  question  of 
order,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  objected  to  the 
borrectness  of  the  words. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  he  did  object  to  tlie  correctness  of 
the  words.  If  he  was  allowed  to  speak,  he  would  state, 
that  he  had  spoken  only  of  the  effects  of  passing  the  re- 
solution, and  the  manner  in  which  it  would  go  forth  to  the 
People  through  the  newspapers.  He  had  referred  to  no 
Senator,  and  had  accused  no  one  of  making  long  wind- 
ed speeches,  but  had  only  supposed  What  would  be  said 
in  relation  to  the  measure* 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  faid,  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion  to  call  to  order,  and  was  happy  that  he 
had  misunderstood  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that  he  did  not  understand  the  Se- 
nator from  Indiana  in  the  sense  in  which  his  remarks 
were  taken  by  the  Senator  irom  Kentucky.  He  under- 
stood those  remarks  as  applyinfC  ^o  the  effect  of  the  re< 
solution,  and  not  a#  directed  to  Senators* 

Mr.  NOiBLE  further  ezphined.  He  supposed  that 
the  editors  and  political  parties  might  make  use  of  the 
defeat  of  the  TarifT  bill,  should  it  not  pass,  to  say  that 
the  long  winded  speeches  had  put  down  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  a  few  remarks, 

Mr.  DtCKERSON  expressed  a  belief  that  the  busi- 
ness could  be  transacted  before  the  26th  of  May.  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  the  resolution  need  be  act- 
ed  upon  for  a  few  days* 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  to  Wed- 
nesday next,  and  was  decided  in  the  af&rmatiTe. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
BENTON,  were  considered : 

**Beaoh)edt  Ttiat  no  right  of  soil  or  of  jurisdiction  Over 
the  ground  on  wliicb  the  Cumberland  Road  runs,  was 
acquired  by  the  United  States,  by  the  acts  of  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  granting  their  consent  to  the 
naaktng  of  said  road. 

"Hewkfed,  That  it  is  not  expedient  for  tlje  United 
States  to  exercise  a  permanent  superintending  care  over 
the  repair  and  preservation  of  the  roads  made  by  it  with- 
in the  limiU  of  the  difTerent  States. 

**jReaoived,  That  the  repair  and  preservation  of  the 
Cumberland  Road,  and  of  all  other  roads  made^  or  tol>e 
made,  under  the  authority  oT  the  United  States,  be  left 
to  the  States  through  which  the  same  may  pass." 

The  resolutions  having  been  read  : 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  sug^sted  to  the  mover  (Mr. 
Bshtoh)  that  the  resolutions  being  of  an  abstract  char- 
acter,  and  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  practical  results,  and 
the  session  bein^  now  hr  advanced,  it  was  better  to  post- 
pone th6ir  consideration,  and  proceed  with  the  bill  for 
erecting  toll  gates  on  the  road  to  which  tlie  resolutions  re- 
ferred, 

Mr.  BENTON  answered,  that  the  resolutions  were  not 
of  an  abstract  character ;  that  they  were  intended  to  set- 
tle great  questions— questions  which  had  agitated  Con- 
gress for  seven  years,  and  were  again  to  agitate  it  in  the 
discussion  of  the  bill,  to  which.the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Sxrra,]  had  called  his  attention.  These  questions 
ought  to  be  settled,  and  no  vote  which  Congrt:sa  could 
give  upon  the  bill  would  settle  them.  The  experience 
of  seven  years  proved  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  At  the 
Mtme  time  it  was  dUe  to  the  SUtes  through  which  the 
road  passes,  it  was  due  to  the  United  States,  it  was  due 
to  the  Congress  itself,  to  settle  the  questions  which  his 
resolutions  presented.  The  end  and  object  of  them  was 
to  fix  upon  the  authority  which  was  to  be  charged  with 
the  care,  repair,  and  preservation  of  this  road.  This  was 
a  rety  different  question  from  the  question  of  making  the 
road,  and  the  sooner  it  was  known  whose  business  it  was 
to  take  care  of  the  road,  the  better  for  all  parties  concern- 
ed 5  for  while  the  SUtes  were  waiting  for  Congress  to  do 
4t,  and  Congress  was  waiting  for  the  bUtes,  or  the  people 
of  the  vicinage  to  do  it,  tlie  road  itself  was  going  to  ruin  ; 
and  injuries  upon  which  a  few  days  work  timely  applied,  or 
a  few  dollars  timely  expended,  would  have  checked  and 
prevented,  afterwards  required,  as  our  statute  book 
would  prove,  some  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  repair.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  consistently  with  his  sense  of  duty  to 
the  public,  yield  to  the  suggestion  «f  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  SxiTa,]  plausible  as  that  suggestion  seem* 


ed  to  be,  respectable  as  the  source  was  fmn  which  it  came* 
and  anxious  as  he  was  to  give  renewed  evidenc  es  of  lu» 
respect  for  the  gentleman  who  made  it,  by  publicly  de- 
ferring to  bis  wishes. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  into  an  argument  of  great  length  and 
research  in  support  of  his  resolutions,  the  intrinsic  inter- 
est of  which  mt^t  deserve  an  ample  report,  but  oC 
which  nothing  but  the  general  outline  and  essential  sUb-* 
stance,  can  here  be  attempted. 

He  sat  out  with  giving  something  like  his  creed  on  the 
road,  making  power  of  the  Federal  Govemibent.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  exercise  of  the  power— with  some  qualifi- 
cations which  he  would  mention,  but  he  could  not  give 
that  proof  of  his  adhesion  to  the  cause  which  the  uttrat 
of  the  party  seemed  to  demand,-  namely,  a  blind  and 
fanatical  support  of  every  bill,  no  matter  how  got  up,  or" 
how  got  in,  which  had  the  word  ••  road"  or  *•  canal"  i|» 
it.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  federal  power  to  make  roadd 
and  canals  of  national  importance,  such  as  where  designate 
ed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  his  report  of  1807,  and  such  as  he 
(Mr.  B.)  himself  had  specified  in  a  proposed  amendment 
to  the  survey  bill  of  1824,  and  which  did  not  exceed 
eight  or  ten  in  number,  and  were  so  eminently  national 
as  to  preclude  all  dispute,  or  difference  of  opinion,  upon 
the  point.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  construction  eC 
such  roads  and  canals  by  the  Federal  Government,  pro- 
vided the  States  through  which  they  woukl  pass,  assent- 
ed  to  it,  as  Maryland,  Viivinia,  and  PennsyHvnia,  assents 
ed  te  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road  withiDs 
tbeu-limits,  bylegisUtive  acts  in  the  years  1806—7)  not 
that  he  entertained  any  opinion  that  the  assent  of  a 
State  could  confer  a  power  upon  Congress,  not  derived 
from  the  Constitution  {  but  because  it  was  decent  and  be- 
coming to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  State  in  all  sudi 
cases,  because  lU  assent  would  do  away  all  tliat  class  of 
objections  to  the  exercise  of  tliia  power,  which  were 
founded  upon  a  real  or  supposed  violation  of  State  sover* 
^>gniy>  And  a  real  or  supposed  violation  of  State  tern* 
tory. 

Having  fiiiiahed  what  he  called  his  creed,  Mr.  B.  gare 
a  history  of  his  first  acquaintance  with  the  gate  bill,  whicli 
was  now  a^n  before  the  Senate,  and  of  bis  first  vote  up- 
on  it.  This  acquaintance  was  made  in  the  session  of  Iftxl 
— 2,  being  the  first  session  of  his  service  in  the  Senate. 
The  biU  came  up  from  the  House  of  Represenuttves, 
and  went  through  the  Senate  with  little  or  no  discussion. 
All,  or  almost  all,  seenoed  to  be  for  it.  Neither  conntita- 
tional  barriers,  nor  objections  of  inconvenience  or 
inexpediency,  rose  up  to  impede  or  arrest  its  progress. 
Manv  such  barriers  and  objections  rose  up  in  his  (Mr.  B*8) 
mind  ;  but  he  recollected  that  he  was  the  youngest  Sen- 
ator from  the  youngest  SUte  in  the  Union  4  that  he  had 
just  got  in  after  a  uird  struggle  to  keep  him  out ;  and  be 
considered  it  neither  decent  nor  becoming  in  him,  thua 
fresh  from  the  prairies  of  Missouri,  to  harangue  the  con- 
script fathers  of  the  republic  upon  constitutional  law. 
So  he  said  nothing.  Others  said  b^t  little.  The  bill 
was  put  to  the  vote.  The  vote  was  Uken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  He  found  himself  to  be  the  GnX  to  say  nay,  and 
among  the  few  to  say  nay;  for  when  the  result  was  an- 
nounced, only  seven  vqtes  were  found  in  the  negative  ; 
but  that  seven  coniprehended  the  voices  of  Mjloov,  of 
North  Carolina,  Smith  and  Gaillard,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  WAAKxa,  of  Alabama}  a  gentleman,  unhappily  too 
short  a  time  a  member  of  tliis  body,  too  short  a  time  a 
tenant  of  this  life,  to  permit  his  moral  and  intellectual 
worth  to  be  known  to  the  world  as  they  were  known  to 
his  intimate  acquaintances  and  affectionate  friends.* 
The  bill.  Boated  through  tlie  Senate,  as  it  had  done 
through  the  House  of  Representatives,  upon  the  swelling 


*  The  namea  of  ihe  whole  nrtn  were, 
N.  C.  Smith  and  GeiUanI,  of  S.  C.  Walfc?i 
Bentoo,  of  MltMwri. 


,  Maeon  and  Slake*, 
[raiHlKing.oiljpr; 


and 
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tide  0f  an  overwhelming  msijority,  and  went  up  to  the 
l^reiident,  Mr.  Monroe,  to  receive  the  final  touch  in  the 
impreas  of  his  approbation.  But  here  it  was  destined  to 
receive  its  first  check,  and,  as  it  turned  out,  its  death 
blow.  Instead  of  the  President's  approval,  it  received 
hit  veto— was  returned  to  the  House  in  which  it  had 
originated  with  his  objections  annexed  \  and,  on  re  con- 
sideration, fell  to  the  s^round  {  receiving,  on  this  second 
trial  not  even  a  simple  majority  of  the  votes,  instead  of 
the  majority  of  two  thirds,  which  the  emergency  recjuired. 
So  much,  said  Mr.  B.  for  my  first  acquaintance  with  this 
Gate  bill,  and  first  vote  upon  it  {  a  piece  of  history  rather 
pcrK>nal  for  the  occasion,  bat  excusable  in  timea  when 
every  man  that  failed  to  vote  for  every  bill  that  had  tlte 
word  **  road**  or  "  canal"  in  it  was  denounced  for  *•  an  un- 
prmcipled  and  factious  opposition  to  the  present  admin- 
istration." 

Mr.  B.  then  adverted  to  the  earlv  period  at  which  the 
Gate  bill,  now  before  the  Senate,  had  been  brought  in, 
the  long  time  it  had  lain  on  the  table,  and  the  suddenness 
of  Sts  resurrection  in  the  forenoon  of  yesterday.    It  had 
been  brought  in  at  the  ver>'  commencement  of  the  session, 
had  lain  on  the  table  an  hundred  days — about  as  long  as 
Napoleon  reigned  the  second  timd  in  France,  and  called 
up  at  a  time  when  he  was  looking  for  a  different  subject. 
While  it  was  reading  he  had  to  consider  and  determine 
in  whatfohn  to  oppose  it ;  and  the  result  of  his  delibera- 
tions was,  the  submis«on  of  the  resolutions  now  on  the 
table.    It  seemed  ta  htm,  that  to  reject  the  bill  would 
settle  nothing ;  to  pass  it  would  settle  nothing  ;'  either 
vote  would  be  the  decision  of  an  individual  case,  depend- 
ing upon  its  own  circumstances,  and  any  number  of  bills 
could  be  brought  in  afterwards,  depending  upon  new  cir- 
cumstances, and  not  coming  within  all  the  facts  and  rea* 
sons  of  the  prior  decision.  A  set  of  declaratory  resolutions, 
covering  the  whole  ground  of  such  bills,  seemed  to  him  to 
-present  the  only  means  of  obtaining  such  a  decision  as  the 
occasion  required  \  he  had  accordinely  drawn  u]3  the  res- 
olutions now  under  consideration,  and  made  a  motion 
strictly  parliamentaiy  though  it  seemed  to  be  heard  with 
surprise  in  some  parts  of  the  chamber — a  motion  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  one  day,  in  order 
to  consider  and  decide  upon  the  resolutions.     The  reso 
lutions  were  not  abstract,  as  they  had  been  called  s 
but  were  as  practical  as  the  bill  itself,  and  more  so, 
Ibr  tliey  would  have  more  general  and  more  decisive 
resulu  %  they  were  not  intended  to  defeat  the  bill  by  post- 
ponement, nor  could  they  have  that  effect  { for  the  de- 
bate on  the  resolutions  would  be  the  debate  on  the  bill, 
and  tlie  decision  of  the  resolutions  would  be  the  decision 
of  the  bill.     He  could  not  be  blamed  for  bringing  them 
in  at  a  late  period  of  the  session,  for  he  had  brought  them 
in  the  first  day  that  the  Gate  bill,  the  passage  of  which 
they  were  intended  to  prevent,  had  been  Uken  up  for 
discussion.  .      ,       , 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  his  resolutions,  and  exammed  and 
supported  tlicm,  one  by  one. 
The  first  resolution  asserted, 

••  That  no  right  of  soil  or  jurisdiction  over  the  ground 

on  which  the  Cumberland  road  juns,  was  acquired  by 

'  the  United  SUtes,  by  the  acts  of  MaryUtnd,  Pennsylvania, 

and  Virginia,  granting  their  consent  to  the  making  of 

said  road." 

l*he  decision  of  this  resolution  in  the  affirmative  would 
cut  up  the  Gate  bill  by  the  roots  ;  for  these  gates  could 
not  be  erected  without  a  right  to  the  soil  on  which  they 
were  to  be  pUkCed  \  and  laws  could  not  be  made  for  their 
protection,  and  for  the  collection  of  toll,  without  a  right 
of  jurisdiction  over  the  soil  as  well  as  a  nght  to 
the  soil  iuelf.  On  the  other  hand,  the  decision  of 
this  resolution'  in  the  negative  would  admit  tlie  right 
of  the  federal  government,  as  own  ng  the  soil  and 
jurisdete).  to  erect  the  gates,  to  appoint  keepers. 


to  enact  a  code  of  civil  and  criminal  law  for  the  col- 
lection of  tolls,  and  punishment  of  offenders,  or  to  pro- 
vide fer  the  preservation  of  the  road  in  any  way  they 
fdeased,  by  ordering  the  neighbors  to  work  upon  it,  or 
evying  a  county  tax  for  keeping  it  in  order. 

At  this  part  of  his  speech,  Mr.  B.  went  into  an  argu- 
ment of  constitutional  law,  of  which  the  heads  and  main 
points  were  as  follows : 

1.  That  a  right  of  soil  within  the  limits  of  the  State, 
would  only  be  acquired  by  the  United  SUtes  by  cession 
from  the  State,  and  then  for  the  limited  purpose  of  erect- 
ing forts,  magasines,  arsenals,  dockyaras.  other  needful 
buildings,  and  for  the  permanent  seat  of  government  for 
the  Union,  as  specified  in  the  federal  constitution. 

3.  That  no  neht  of  jurisdiction  could  be  acquired  even 
over  ground  ceded  for  such  purposes,  except  by  an  ex- 
press act  of  the  State  Legislature. 

3.  That  the  acts  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Mary- 
land, granting  their  assent  to  the  conHtruction  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  were  limited  to  the  expression  of  that  as- 
sent, and  did  not  in  point  of  fact,  and  could  not  In  point 
of  constitutional  power,  confer  any  right  of  soil  or  of 
jurisdiction  upon  the  government  of  the  United  SUtes. 
They  only  waived  the  trespass,  real  or  supposed,  which 
might  be  committed  in  making  the  road  without  such  as- 
sent. 

4.  That  the  act  of  making  the  road  conferred  no  wich 
rights.  It  was  made  upon  contract,  by  the  United 
States,  and  for  hire,  and  for  the  use  of  the  new  SUtes  in 
the  North  West.  These  new  SUtes  stipulated  for  it  m 
their  compaets,  and  paid  a  most  unconscionable  pncc 
for  it,  in  a  partial  surrender  of  their  sovereignty,  and  in 
tlieir  agreement  not  to  Ux  the  lands  of  tlic  United  States^ 
nor  to  interfere  with  their  primary  dispontion.  The  road 
when  made  was  no  more  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  than  a  pair  of  boots  made  to  order,  paid  for,  and 
delivered,  is  the  property  of  the  maker.  Title  to  anoth- 
er's property  cannot  be  acquired  by  making  an  im- 
provement upon  it.  Lawyers  know  this  from  their 
books  5  men  of  common  sense  know  it  from  their  reason  ; 
and  if  it  were  not  so,  the  Federal  Government  miriit  take 
all  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  the  SUtes  «  and  the  rich 
might  Uke  all  the  lands  of  the  poor.  If  there  is  consent 
to  the  improvement,  the  consent  is  limited  to  its  object, 
and  cannot  be  extended  by  construction  tu  a- fee  simple 
conveyance  of  the  land  itself. 

5.  The  entire  soU  and  jurisdiction  of  a  Sule  might  be 
usurped  by  the  Federal  Government  under  the  power  to 
make  roads  without  iu  consent,  and  afterwards  to  take  to 
iUelf  the  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  over  the  road  so 
made.  ,It  had  only  to  meltiplv  the  qnniber  of  its  roads, 
and  to  increase  their  breadth,  m  order  to  cover  the  entire 
superfices  of  the  State,  and  reduce  it  to  the  political  con- 
dition of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

6.  The  jurisdiction  claimed  for  the  United  SUtes  o\er 
the  roads  made  bv  it,  must  be  either  concurrent  with  that 
of  the  SUte  or  exclusive.  To  be  concurrent,  would  be 
to  subject  the  people  to  a  doiible  set  of  contradictory 
laws  and  penalties ;  and  to  be  exclusive,  would  be  to 
oust  the  SUte  of  all  right  to  Uke  cognizance  of  any  of- 
fence arising  upon  the  road. 

7.  The  negative  of  this  resoluHon,  and  the  passage  of 
the  Gate  BilF,  would  be  to  subject  every  individual  who 
could  be  involved  in  any  quarrel,  or  supposed  offence 
about  the  gatea^  any  affray  with  the  gate  keepers,  or 
charged  with  any  violation  or  evasion  of  the  gate  regula- 
tions, or  non-payment  of  toll,  to  be  seized  by  the  Feder- 
al Marshal,  conducted  to  the  Federal  District  Court,  and 
thence  have  his  case  sent,  by  way  of  appeal,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  Washington  City,  to  abide  the  decision 
of  the  Federal  Judges  upon  his  prjOpcrty,  life,  and  liberty. 
Further,  it  would  subject  any  citizen  that  chanced  to  get 
into  an  affray  with  a  drunken  gate  keeper,  to  be  bung 
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up,  like  a  cog,  for  high  treason  against  the  United  Stiites. 
As  thus;  TUe  feder:il  constituiion  m:ikes  it  high  treason 
lo  levy  war  agninst  the  United  States.;  the  judges  who 
administer  tht:  constitution,  say  that  to  resist  a  statute  of 
Congress is.tu  levy  war  against  the  United  States  within 
the  meaiung  of  tlte  constitution ;  that  the  quantum  of 
force  employed  in  the  resistance  neither  diminislres  nor 
increases  the  crime;  and  that  any  forcible  opposition  to 
•  such  a  statute,  constitutes  the  offence,  (Decision  of  the 
Federal  Judges  in  the  cases  of  the  Western  insui  rcction. 
2  Uallas,  4  Ci*anch's  reports.  JngersolKs  abritlgment 
t)f  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  title.  Penal  laws,  note.) 
The  people  have  up  conception  of  this.  They  think  that, 
to  levy  war  requires  an  arm V — **an»rmy  with  banners^** 
terrible  to  behold,  dreadful  to  encounter,  arrayed  against 
the  sovereign  power  of  a  country,  and  able  to  Overt  am 
that  power,  or  to  shake  it  to  its  foundations.  But  under 
t  lie  decision  of  the,  federal  Judges  a  citizen  who  should 
cliastise  with  his  fist  a  drunken  federal  gate  keeper  for 
his  insolence  in  the  collection  of  toll,  might  be  convicted 
of  levying  war  against  the  United  $tates  within  th<5  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution,  and  hung  as  a  traitor,  unless  pub 
lie  sent  intent  forced  the  President  to  pardon  him,  as  it  did 
to  pardon  the  citizens  condemned  by  the  federal  Judges 
»bout  thirty  ye«rs  a^o. 

Passing  from  the  constitutional  and  leg^al-  questions, 
Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  practical  effect  of  these  toll 
gates  upon  the  commerce  of  a  State  ;  and  he  here  indulg- 
ed for  a  wliile  in  a  favorite  topic,  namely,  the  dilTcrence 
between  mere  book  learning,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
people  and  their  affairs.  He  considered  it  much  more 
necessary  for  a  lawgiver  to  b^  acquainted  with- the  living 
people  oif  his  own  country,  and  their  daily  tfifairs,  tiian  to 
know  tlie  names  and  histories  of  the  old  Greeks  and  Ho- 
mans,  who  had  been  dead  two  th«nisaml  years.  This 
brought  him  to  t\ie  declaration  that- he  had  learnt  more 
from  a  wagoner  at  Hagerstown,  about  the  expediency 
of  setting  up  these  gates,  than  all  tlio  bookworms  in  or 
out  of  Congress  could  teach .  him  in  their  lives.  What 
he  had  learnt  from  the  wagoner  was  this :  that  it  took 
sixteen  dollars  to  pay  tlie  tolls  upon  a  six  liorse  wagon, 
going  and  returning  upon  that  part  of  this  road  which  is 
now  sul^cct  to  toll-*the  part  between  Baltimore  and  old 
Fort  Cumberland — about  one-third  of  the  distance  to 
Zanesville,  where  the  road  now  terminates.  This  >vas 
the  information.  Hic  use  he  made  of  it  was  this  .-that 
as  the  tolls  of  one-third  of  the  road  was  sixteen  dollars, 
90  the  tolls  for  the  whole  distance  would  be  forty-eiglit 
<k>Uars;  and  when  this  sum  caiie  to  be  added  to  the 
other  inevitable  expenses  of  horse.feed  and  horse  shoe- 
ing, ferriages,  diet)  lodging  and  drink  for  the  wagoner, 
there  would  be  nothing  left  out  of  the  sale  of  a  load  of 
flour,  and  not  much  left  out  of  a  load  of  whiskey,  potk, 
or  tobacco,  for  the  fanner  or  merchant  who  sent  it  to 
market.  The  fact  was,  the  commerce  of  the  country 
could  not  stand  the  payment  pf  the  tolls  contemplated 
in  this  bill,  moderate  and  reasonable  as  they  were  in- 
tended to  be.  But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in 
which  to  look  at  this  subject ;  it  was  the  abuse  to  which 
it  was  liable,  and  the  ruin  which  mi^ht  be  inflicted  upon 
the  commerce  of  a  State,  within  its  limits,  by  the  exercise 
of  this  tolUgatheri ng  power.  Remember  that  the  advo- 
cates of  it  claim  the  right  to  make  as  many  roads  and  ca- 
nals as  they  please  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  without 
the  consent  or  approbation  of  such  State,  and  that  the 
present  administr^iion  has  already  traced  about  seventy 
routes  for  such  roads  and  canals,  and  are  calling  furiously 
for  fresh  brigades  of  topographic&l  engineers,  and  a  new 
appropriation  of. $30, 000,  to  enable  them  to  tr.ice  as 
many  more  This  being  the  esse,  all  the  lines  of  com- 
munication by  land  and  water,  all  the  avenues  w  hich  lend  j 
fi-om  the  interior  of  a  State  to  its  market  towns,  may  be  ' 
seized  upon  by  the  Federal  (itiAernmeiitp  officers  station- ' 
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ed  over  them,  tolls  imposed  to  any  amount,  and  the  trans- 
poiiation  of  the  produce  of  the  country  checked  and  stop, 
ped  under  the  weight  of  this  new  burthen.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  Unite*l  States  wise!*'  provides  that  Congress 
shall  lay  no  tax  or  duty  on  the  exports  of  any  State  ;  but 
this  same  Congress  which  cannot  impose  a  farthing  on  a 
cargo  of  cotton,  tob:vcco,  or  flour,  after  it  has  arrived  at 
the  point  of  departure  from  tlie  limits  of  a  State,  may  tax 
it  to  death  in  the  shape  of  tolls  and  duties,  before  it  gcU 
to  tliat  point !  And  this  may  be  done  by  members  not 
coming  from  that  State,  having  no  interest  in  its  welfare, 
pcradventure,  having  a  real  or  supposed  interest  in  de. 
siroying  its  commerce,  and  not  responsible,  by  elections, 
to  the  people  thus  taxed,  opprc*ssed,  and  ruined.  Mr.  B. 
warned  the  Senate  to  n-flect  upon  the  rock  upon  wluch 
so  many  confederacies  had  jipht-^the  oppression  of  the 
minority  by  the  majority  ;  and  he  earnestly  begged  them 
to  pause  in  a  career  which  might  add  the  only  remaining 
confederacy  to  the  list.  ,     ^  ^ .  ,    . 

'Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  second  of  his  resoiul.ons,  to 
wit :  That  it  Wfis  not  expedient  for  the  United  SUttesto 
exercise  a  permanent  superintending  care  over  the  repair 
and  preservation  of  the  roada  made  by  it  within  the  limits 
of  the  different  SUtefc  . 

He  said  that  roadmtnding  was  a  very  diflcrcnt  busmess 
from  road-making.  The  construction  of  a  road  really  na- 
tional, snch  as  those  designated  by  Mc.  (iallatin  in  his  re- 
port  of  1806  5  such  as  those  specified  by  himself  in  1824  j 
and  such  as  come  under  the  character  described  by  you, 
sir,  [addressing  himself  to  the  Vice  Prasident,  Mr.  Cai- 
Houw]  when  you  were  Secretary  of  War,  and  had  to  give 
A  practical  construction  to  the  act  of  1824.  The  con- 
struction of  such  a  road  is  a  great  object,  worthy  to  en- 
gage the  time  and  the  delibei-ations  of  the  national  legis- 
lature, and  to  draw  upon  tl>e  revenues  of  the  Union  to" 
defmy  the  expense  of  makingit ;  but  the  mending  of  the 
same'road,  after  it  is  once  made,  is  a  small  business,  de- 
manding the  presence  of  the  local  authority  to  watch  the 
turning  up  of  a  alone,  the  breaking  down  of  a  side-wall, 
the  washing  away  of  some  gravel  or  earth  ;  and  in  which 
the  prudent  maxim  emphatically  applies,  tliat  a  stich  in 
time  saves  nine.  Congress  cannot  do  this.  It  cannot 
watch  these  little  matters.  It  is  not  until  the  injury  has 
become  excessive,  that  its  attention  can  be  roused,  and 
then  twenty,  thirty,  and  even  forty  thousand  dollars  is  de- 
manded, and  has  been  granted  to  repair  injVines  which  a 
few  dollars  or  a  few  day's  work  from  the  neighbors  could 
have  prevented  in  the  heginniog,  iflh6  State  or  the  ooun- 
ty  had  charge  of  iliese  repairs,  instead  of  the  national  le- 
gislature. It  was  only  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1827,  that 
we  appropriated  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  repairing  this 
road,  and  we  are  now  called  on  again  ! 

Mr  B.  called  on  the  friends  of  ihternal  improvement, 
and  besought  them  not  to  destroy  the  system  under  an  • 
accumulation  of  abuses.  Tire  present  administration  was 
doing  that  fast  enough- for  i\\z  grief  of  its  real  friends  and 
the  joy  of  its  enemies.  They  were  destroying  the  system 
under  the  prostitution  of  it  to  the  acquisition  6f  a  mo- 
mentary popularity,  in  making  a  profusion  of  surveys  ne- 
ver to  be  executed,  in  exciting  universal  hopes  never  to 
be  realized,  in  creating  a  vast  delusion  which  must  booiv 
be  dispelled,  and  iu  tiie  disappointment,  disgust,  and  re- 
action which  must  follow  the  detection  of  all  these  im- 
positions. The  system  could  not,  in  addition  to  all  this 
weight,  carry  the  burthenijf  the  gate3,  or  the  expense  of 
annual  appropriations  of  money  out  of  the  public  treasury 
to  repair  all  these  roads.  The  gates  would  he  odious  to 
a  great  part  of  the  community  for  their  unconstitutionali- 
ty :  they  would  be  deemed  otlious  to  all  for  the  expense 
they  would  impose  upon  commerce  and  upon  travellers. 
The  annual  appropriations  out  of  the  public  purse  to 
menii  roads  in  a  few  favored  States,  would  be  teen  with 
indignation  by  the  people  of  other  States  wlit'Aended 
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their  own  roads  out  of  their  pockets,  or  with  their  own 
hand^  They  would  not  see,  without  rising  airainst  the 
whole  system,  many  more  appropriations  of  $50,000  at  a 
time,  for  objects  so  unfit  for  federal  legislation,  and  so 
exclusively  belonging  to  the  police  of  the  couniy  or  of  a 
State.  Mr.  B.  had  twice  or  thrice  voted  for  these  ap- 
propriations, but  he  did  U  with  a  notice  at  the  last  time 
that  he  should  do  it  no  more. 

The  third  resolution,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  a  mere  conse- 
quence- of  the  other  two.  It  asserted  that  the  repair  and 
preservation  of  all  the  roads  made  by  Congress,  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  States  through  which  they  pass.  He  had 
used  the  words,  "left  to  the  States,"  in  preference  to 
Any  words  implying  a  cession,  surrender,  or  relinquish- 
ment of  any  right  of  soil  or  jurisdiction,  because  he  held 
that  the  United  States  had  nothing  in  these  roads  to  cedr, 
surrender,  or  relinquish,  and  all  that  the  emergency  re- 
quired, was  a  declaratory  resolution,  which  should  let  the 
States  see  that  Congress  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  repairs  of  a  road  after  it  vas  once  made,  and  that  the 
State  or  county,  through  which  it  runs,  must  take  charge 
of  that  business,  and  attend  to  it  itself.  Surety  this  would 
be  no  unreasonable  burthen  thrown  upon  the  State. 
Surely  the  receiver  of  a  great  gift  might  be  at  the  ex* 
pense  and  trouble  of  taking  care  of  it. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  submitted  the 
resolutions  in  a  friendly  spirit  to  the  road  making  power ; 
that  he  considered  their  adoption  as  necessary  to  the  fur- 
ther success  of  the  system ;  that  the  system  could  not 
carry  the  load  of  odium  which  the  setting  up  of  gates,  or 
the  further  appropriation  of  great  sums  to  the  mere  repair 
of  these  roads,  would  bring  upon  it ;  that  a  direct  vote 
upon  his  resolutions  was  necessary  to  decide  a  question 
which  was  suffering  for  decision,  to  wit :  whether  the  in- 
diTidual  States  or  the  )'''cdera]  Government  should  be 
charged  with  the  business  of  repairing  and  preserving 
these  roads  ;  and  that  he  should  consider  any  attempt  to 
avoid  the  decision,  b}  moving  to  lay  the  resolutions  upon 
the  table,  or  to  postpone  them,  as  an  unfortunate  attempt 
to  avoid  a  serious  question  which  must  be  met,  sooner  or 
later,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Mr.  KANE  replied  to  Mr.  Bbittok,  and  moved  lo  lay 
the  resolutions  on  the  tabic;  on  which  question,  the  yeas 
and  nays  having  been  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  tlic  af 
firmative.    « 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  public  building?  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of 
the  bill  which  provided  for  the  construction  of  a  door  in 
the  western  front  of  thie  Capitol,  on  a  level  with  the  ter- 
race. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  supported  his  motion  wUh  a  few  re- 
marks, tending  to  show  that  no  necessity  existed  for  such 
an  entrance,  and  that  the  appearance  of  the  building 
would  be  injured  by  it. 

Mr.  RIDGELY  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  at  length  against  the  motion,  and 
assigned  many  reasons  why  the  alteration  ought  to  be 
made.  He  had  last  year  opposed  the  project,  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  wall  of  the  building^ would  be  injured 
by  it ;  but  he  had  since  formed  a  different  opinion,  and 
was  convinced  that  the  improvement  might  be  safely 
made,  and  would  be  altogether  eligible. 

Messrs.  DICKERSON  and  MACON  further  advocated 
the  motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed  that  l>e  had  opposed  this 
plan  last  year,  but  had  since  been  convinced  of  its  utility. 
He  believed  that  the  improvement  would  at  some  period 
be  made,  and  that  it  would  be  economy  to  provide  for  its 
completion  at  the  present  time. 
The  motion  was  then  rejected. 


Mr.  BELL  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  with  a  view  to  the  consid^raticm  of  the 
provision  giving  io  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings certaii>  powers  and  dutiesin  regard  to  the  police  of 
the  Capitol. 

I'his  motion  was  sustained  by  Messrs.  BELL,  WEB- 
STER, and  FOOT,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  EATON 
and  CHAMBERS,  and  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  second 
section,  the  words  "  when  required  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  or  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Buildings,"  so  as  to  make  the  operation 
of  the  criminal  laws  of  the  District,  generally,  opertitive 
on  offences  committed  within  the  Capitol  Square,  instead 
of  restricting  its  operation  to  cases  wnere  ila  interpooition 
was  required  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  words  proposed 
to  be  stricken  out. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  CHAMBERS, 
DICKERSON,  and  EATON,  And  defended  by  Messrs. 
BARNARD  and  WEBSTER,  when  itJwas  negatived. 

The  question  beii)g  then  put  on  ordering  tne*biU  «e  a 
third  reading,  it  was  agreed  to  on  a  division— 18  to  15. 

Mr.  EATON  stated  that  the  bill  was  already  engross- 
ed, and,  AB  it  was  essential  that  it  should  pass  forthwith,' 
he  moved  that  the  bill  now  have  its  third  reading  ;  which 
being  afp-eed  to  by  unanimouB  consent,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  tliis  bill  pass  ?  the  yeaa  and  nays 
were  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
'  affirmative^  by  the  foUowine  vote  : 

YEAS. — Measi-s.  Barnarg,  Bateman,  Benton,  Bouligny, 
Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricira, 
Joluison,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louinaiia,  King,  Mc- 
Kinley,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Rug^ 
gles,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Van  Buren, 
Webster,  White,  Williams— 27. 

NAYS«~Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Berrien,  Chandler,  Dick- 
erson.  Foot,  Kane,  Knight,  Macon,  Parris,  Seymour,  Smith, 
of  S.  Carolina,  Taxewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Willey,  Wood- 
bury. — 17. 

FaiDAT,  Mat  2,  1828. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  would  ask  fur  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff' biti 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  from  the  committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  Internal  Im- 
provements, (which  had  been  returned  from  the  other 
House,  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  not  having 
been  agreed  to)  and  moved  that  the  Senate  recede. 

The  question  being  put  on  receding  from  the  first  and 
second  (amendments  of  minor  import)  it  was  agreed 
to. 

On  tlie  motion  to  recede  from  the  third  amendment, 
to  limit  the  surveys  under  the  appropriation  of  S0,000 
dollars,  to  those  already  commenced,  a  long  and  interest- 
ing debate  took  pUce,  in  which  Messrs.  JOHNSTON  of 
Lou.  WEBSTER,  M*LANE,  BRANCH,  SMITH,  of  S. 
C.  CHAMBERS,  MACON,  HARRISON,  FOOT,  and 
BENTON,  participated. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  recedinpf  from  the 
third  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the 
following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Johnston,  of  Ken.  Johnston,  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Marks,  Noble, 
Bobbins,  Ru^gles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,. Smith,  of  Md.  Tho» 
mas,  Webster,  Willey.— 23. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  King,  McKinley, 
McLane,  Macon,  Parris,' Ridgely,  Rowan,  Ssnfoid,  Smith, 
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of  S.  C.  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  While,  Williams, 
Woodbury.— 24. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table, 
which  was  nejj^atived. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  moved  to  recede  from  the 
other  amendments  ;  which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M*LANB  the  amendments  were  in- 
sisted on. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  SJkllTH,  of  S.  C  it  was  ordered  that, 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

MovDAT,  Mat  5,  1828. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKBRSON,  the  bill  to  increase 
the  duties  on  certain  imported  articles  was  taken  up, 
and  the  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  as  follows: 

Sec.  I,  line  11.  At  the  end  thereof,  insert— ••  Provided 
that  all  Manufactures  of  iron,  the  duties  upon  an  equal 
quantity  of  rolled  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts,  shall  bo  rated 
as  rolled  iron  in  bars,  and  pay  a  duly  accordingly;  and 
all  iron  in  slates,  blooms,  loops,  or  other  form  not  par- 
ticularly specified,  shall  be  rated  as  rolled  iron  in  bars  or 
bolts,  and  shall  pay  a  duty  accordingly,"  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  DICKERSON  spoke  briefly  in  its  support,  and 
read  several  letters  and  documents  to  enforce  his  argu- 
dients 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  replied  to  Mr.  Dicker. 
soir,  and  read  the  letters  of  Mr.  Ellicolt  and  Mr.  McKim 
in  corroboration  of  his  statement,  that  the  iron  sought  to 
be  taxed  by  the  proviso  could  not  be  obtuiJied  in  this 
country.  He  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
excepting  ••  iron  and  nuichinery  for  Rail  Roads." 

Mr.  DICKERSON  replied,  and  further  urged  the  pro- 
priety  .  f  the  duty  proposed  by  the  proviso. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  then  modified  his  amendment  so 
as  to  omit  ^*  machijiery." 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  amend  was 
agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays— 23  to  22 

The  ouestiou  being  then  taken  on  the  amendment  as 
amended,  it  was  lust,  on  a  division — 18  to  24. 

The  second  amendment  being  ••Sec.  1,  tine  32.  At 
the  end  thereof,  insert,  ••currying  knives,  tanner's  flesh- 
ers,  hatchets,  and  hammers,"  was  rejected,  on  a  division, 
20  to  25.  ♦ 

The  following  amendment  having  been  explained  at 
some  longthby  Mr.  DiCIL£RSON  :  ••Sec.  2,  Ime  21, 
Strike  out  the  following  words  :  ••  Provided,  that,  on  all 
manufactures  of  wool,  except  flannels  and  baizes,  the  ac- 
tual value  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imparted  shall  not 
exceed  331  cents  the  square  yard,  shall  pay  14  cents  the 
square  yard  ;"  the  question  was  then  pu^  and  the  motion 
was  rejected. 

The  following  amendment,  ••Sec.  2.  line  19.  At\er 
••yard"  strike  out  the  words  ••there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  20  cents  on  every  square  yard," 
and  insert  •«  shall  be  deemed  to  have  cost  50  cents  the 
square  yard,  and  be  charged  thereon  with  a  duty  of  40 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  June,  1829?  and 
from  that  time,  a  duty  of  45  per  centum  ad  valorem," 
was  adopted. 

The  following  amendments  were  then  considered: 
r  ••Sec.  2,  lines  29  and  30.  After  •«  yard,"strike  out  Uie 
words  ••there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  duty 
of  40  cents  on  every  square  yard,  "  and  insert,  «•  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  cost  one  dollar  the  square  yard,  and 
be  charged  thereon  with  a  duty  of  40  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem,  until  the  30th  of  June,  1829;  and  from  that  time, 
a  duty  of  45  per  centum  ad  ifalorem." 

Sec.  2,  line  35.  Aaer  •«  yard,"  strike  out  the  words 
"  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  aad  paid,    a   duty  of 


one  dollar  on  every  square  yard,"  and  insert  ••  sliall  be 
deemed  to  have  cost  $2  50  the  square  yard,  and  be  charg- 
ed with  a  duty  thereon  of  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  until 
the  30th  June,  1829;  and  from  that  time,  a  duty  of  45 
per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Sec.  2,  line  44.  At  the  end  thereof,  insert,  ••until  the 
30th  of  June,  1829?  and  from  tlut  time,  a  duty  of  45  per 
centum  ad  valorem." 

Sec.  2.  line  49.  At  the  end  thereof,  insert,  •«  until  the 
30th  of  June,  1829;  and  from  tiiat  time,  a  duty  of  50  per 
centum  ad  valorem:" 

And  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  following  amendment  was  then  considered: 

Sec.  2.  line  50,  At  the  end  thereof,  insert — ••  and  on 
woollen  blankets,  ai^er  the  30th  of  June,  1829,  40  per 
centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  DICKERSON  having  biiefly  explained  the  pro- 
position, the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  SEYMOUR,  and  thf  question  being  taken,  it  was 
decided  as  follows*  Yeas,  23,  Nays,  23. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  CH  AIR  voted  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  to  fix  a  duty  of  50  per  centum  ad 
valorem  on  ready  made  clothing,  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  amendments  were  agreed  to  without  a 
division : 

Sec.  2,  line  57.  After  ••patent,"  insert  ••printed  or  paint- 
ed, "so  astQ  read,  ••on  all  patent,  printed,  or  painted 
floor  cloth  carpeting,  50  cents  per  square  yard." 

Sec.  2,  line  58.  Strike  out  the  word  ••  carpeting,"  so 
as  to  read,  ••on  oil-cloth,  other  than  that  usually  denomi- 
nated patent  floor  cloth,  25  eents  per  square  yard." 

The  amendment  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  19th 
Tine  of  the  3d  section,  ir.  these  words:  ••  And,  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  one  half  cent  yearly,  until  the  same  shall 
amount  to  twelve  and  a  half  cenis  per  square  yard;  and 
on  all  other  manufactures  of  flax  and  hemp,  10  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem,  in  addition  to  tlic  present  duties  on  the 
same,  "  was  briefly  explained  by  Mr.  DICKERSON,  who 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  and,  after  a  few  remarks 
from  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  it  was  rejected. 

The  following  amendment  was  then  considered;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  PARHIS,  the  question  was  divided,  so 
as  to  decide  first  on  striking  out — 

Sec.  3,  line  50.  Strike  out  the  words  •*  ten  cents,  **and 
insert  ••  seven  cents  and  a  half,  "  so  as  to  read,  •*  on  mo. 
lasses  seven  cents  and  a  half  per  gallon." 

Mr.  ROB  BINS  spoke  at  considerable  length  against 
the  duty  \ipon  molasses,  a^  unnecessary,  iilexpedient,  and 
oppressive,  an  odious  tax  upon  a  necessary  article. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  defended  the  imposition  of  the  duty, 
and  argued  that  it  would  lead  to  tiie  production  of  the 
article  in  the  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  advocated  the  duty  on  molasseg  as  an 
indirect  encouragement  to  tlie  landed,  or  farming  interest. 
It  would  enahrle  tins  distillers  of  the  Western  counti^ 
who  used  pains  to  compete  with  those  in  the  EasteM 
States,  who  distilled  from  molasses.  Among  other  re- 
marks, .Mr.  B.  said  that  whiskey  was  the  healthiest  liquor 
that  was  dirsuik,  as  men  were  known  who  had  been  drunk 
upon  it  for  forty  or  fifty  years,  while  rum  finished  its 
victims  in  eight  or  ten. 

Mr.  C HANDLER  9aid,  that  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  that  a  man  might  be  drunk  on  whiskey 
for  forty  years.  This  was  the  reason  why  he  would  vote 
agrainst  the  duty,  as  he  was  in  favour  of  that  liquor  which 
should  soonest  despatch  the  drunkard. 

Mr.  PARRIS  expressed  himself  averse  to  the  duty  on 
molasses,  which  he  looked-  upon  as  fiir  more  injurious  to 
Maine,  than  it  could  be  beneficial  to  Missouri.  Mr.  P.  then 
gave  some  details  in  relation  to  the  trade  earned  on  by 
the  State  of  Maine  with  the  West  India  1sUind%  and  con- 
tended that  this  duty  would  act  as  a  death  btow.  to  that 
trade. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  defended  the  measure, 
as  extending  to  the  West  its  share  of  the  protection,  lie 
did'not  consider  that  the  State  of  Maine  would  siifTer,  as 
ber  tonnage  would  be  employed  in  carrying  the  inolasses 
of  Louisiana,  instead  of  that  of  the  Webt  Indies.  If  the 
bill  was  amended  and  sent  back  to  the  other  House,  and 
should  there  be  lost,  he  wi.shed,  to  know  who  would  as- 
sume the  responsibility. 

Mr.  PARRIS  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  JoitNsojr.  He 
felt  no  anxiety  as  to  the  responsibility  for  having  causetl 
the  bill  to  be  Jost.  His  constituents  would  be  severely 
injured  by  it.  Indeed,  had  a  measure  been  framed  for 
the  express  purpose  of  bearing  down  the  interebt  of 
the  State  of  Maine,  it  would  not  have  been  .more  suc- 
ces<>ful.  As  to  a  responsibility  of  any  other  kind  to 
which  the  gentleman  might  allude,  he  felt  no  anxiety. 
He  maintained  that  Louisiana  could  not  supply  the  West' 
India  trade  in  the  at  tide  of  molasses,  or  yield  a  market 
fur  the  productions  of  Haine, 

Mr.  BENTON  mads  some  further  remarks  in  favour  of 
the  provision. 

I'he  question  being  then  put  on  striking  out,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  of  Mr. 
DICKERSON,  it  was  drcidcd  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  at  the  22d  line  of  the  3d  section,  to 
insert  "on  vermicelli  59  per  centum,"  being  next — 

Mr.  DICKERSON  explained  this  proposition.  The 
article  was  not  as  unimportant  as  by  some  it  might  be 
supposed.  He  mentioned  the  fact  »f  a  manufacturer  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  who  exported  large  quantities. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  will  not  even  let  us  have  our  ?oup  in  peace. 
That  too,  mu3t  be  taxed.  He  will  think  of  taxing  the  air 
we  brcath6  next.  This  article  was  to  be  taxed,  bccuuse 
there  was  a  manufacturer  in  New  Jersey,  who  appeared 
to  be  doing  very  well,  as  the  gentleman  said  that  be  ex- 
ported large  quantities. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would  detain  the  Senate  but  a 
minute  and  a  half;  and  he  intended  to  (cll  a  story  instead 
of  making  a  speech.  When  the  tariif'  of  18)24  wits  under 
discussion  in  the  other  Honsc,  a  gentleman,  whom  he 
did  not  then  know,  bu^whom  he  afterwards  learned  was 
a  member  of  Congress,  came  to  him  in  his  seat,  and  asked 
whether  there  were  not  caves  in  Missouri  in  which  Epsom 
salts  were  found.  He,  [BIr.  B.]  answered  doubtingly — 
and  (he  gentleman  said  he  had  at  home,  a  small  manu- 
fectory  of  the  article,  and  he  argued  that  the  caves  in 
Missouri  and  his  manufactory  entitled  the  article  to  be 
protected.  When  the  gentleman  fix)m  New  Jersey  pro- 
posed this  duty,  because  there  happencrd  to  be  a  manu- 
factory of  vermicelli  in  New  Jerbey,  his  [Mr.  B*s]  mintl 
recurred  to  this  circumstance,  and  he  could  not  but  ask 
whether  there  was  any  member  of  Congress  interested  in 
the  business.' 

Mr.  DICKERSON  assured  Mr.  Dbittox  that  no  member 
<S Congress  had  any  concern  in  the  manufkctory  of  which 
he  had  spoke n« 

The  amendment  Was  rejected,  18  to  24. 

TcxsDATy  Mat  6,  1828. 

DEPORTED  SLAVES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  other  House,  com- 
municating an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
-settlement  of  claims  under  the  1st  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  providing  that  the  commission  for  the  settle- 
ment of  those  claims  should  not  continue  after  the  1st  of 
September  next. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Loti.  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiclaiy. 

Mr.  TYLER  opposed  the  reference.  He  stated  that 
the  Commission  had  suspended  its  operations,  awaiting 
the  decision  of  Congress  $  and  h«  hoped  there  would  be 


no  delay  in  acting  upon  the  bill ;  and  although  he  had 
no  objection  to  laying  the  bill  on  the  table  to  allow  the 
gentleman  from  Lotiisiana  to  examine  it,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  recommitted,  as  such  a  course  mould  essen- 
tially delay  the  bill. 

Mr.  EATON  said  that  the  Commissioners  had  stated 
that  they  would  close  their  labors  in  August,  and  he  pre- 
sumed this  amendment  was  made  conformable  to  that  de- 
claration. 

Mr.  VAN  BURKN  said  a  few  words  and  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  {  which  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  bill  increasing  the  duties  on  certain  imported  arti- 
cles was  then  taken  up,  together  with  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Kaitx,  to  lay  a  duty  on  lea<l  in  pigi^,  bars,  or 
shtets,  three  cdnts  per  pound  ;  «n  leaden  shot,  ftmr  ceut.«* 
per  pound  j  on  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil, 
five  cents  per  pound  {  on  lithare:e,  and  lead  manufactured 
into  pipes,  five  cents  per  pounil. 

Mr.  K.iNE  briefly  explained  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment; 

Mr.  PATZRIS  opposed  it,  and  made  some  statements  re- 
lative to  the  amount  of  the  importations  of  the  articles 
named  in  the  amenchncnt. 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  in  flavor  of  its  adoption.  He  said 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  1824,  when  the  exist- 
ing tariff  was  enacted,  and  was  in  favor  of  a  higher  duty 
uptm  lead  and  its  manufactures  at  ths't  time,  but  wa» 
prevented  from  making  any  motion  to  that  effect  by  the 
admonition,  often  repeated,  tliatthc  whole  bill  might  be 
lost  if  alterations  were  attempted.  That  tariff  had  been 
in  operation  four  years,  and  except  for  the  duty  on  lead, 
it  had  proved  itself  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Being  again  under  revision,  and  heavy  duties 
proposed  on  many  articles  consumed,  but  not  manufac- 
tured in  Missouri,  he  considered  it  due  to  that  Slate,  ami 
to  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  further  pro- 
tection for  one  of  their  principal  staples,  the  article  of 
lead;  and  the  amendment  now  under  ccnssdcration,  hair- 
ing been  well  considered  by  liimsclf,  and  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  (Mr.  Kink,)  he  could  say  that  the  duty  on  (ho 
crude  article,  and  all  its  manufactures,  was  adjusted  upon 
a  full  view  of  their  relative  connexion  and  dependence 
on  each  other,  and  were  believed  to  be  fair  and  equal. 
The  amendment  had  a  further  recommendation  in  includ- 
ing litharge,  and  several  manufactures  of  lead,  which 
were  omitted  in  the  tariff  of  1824,  and  left  open  a  door  ta 
various  evasions  of  the  act. 

Mr.  B.  considered  lead  as  one  of  the  articles  of  domes- 
tic production  on  which  the  system  of  protecting  duties 
miglit  le|^itimately  be  carried  to  the  prohibitory  point 
against  its  foreign  rival,  it  was  an  article  of  prime  ne- 
cessity in  time  m  war,  absolutely  indispensable  to  our  se- 
curity and  independence  as  a  na'ion,  awd  susceptible  of 
being  produced  at  home  to  the  ftdl  extent  of  any  possible 
demand.  He  would  not  repeat  what  every  body  knew 
about  the  variety,  the  extent,  and  the  richness  of  the  lead 
mines  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  on  the  upper  Mississip- 
pi. It  was  sufficient  to  say  that  past  discoveries  author- 
ized the  belief  that  innumerable  freah  discoveries  may  be 
made  ;  that  the  supj)ly  of  the  artisle  will  increase  in  full 
proportion  to  the  demand  for  it ;  and  that  the  ultimate 
product  may  be  set  down  as  boundless  and  inexhau9tible. 
This  being  the  fact,  there  could  be  no  valid  objection  tu 
the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  foreign  aiticle.  The  amend- 
ment, however,  docs  not  go  that  length,  but  probably  may 
operate  as  a  prohibitory  duty  in  the  lapse  of  some  years, 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  reasons  for  granting  this  increased 
duty  on  lea  J,  were,  firat,  to  secure  to  the  United  States 
an  ample,  certain,  and  regular  supply  of  an  article,  indis- 
pensable in  time  of  war  ^  and  next,  to  enable  the  States 
of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  in  which  this  article  aboundedj 
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to  meet  the  additional  burthens  which  this  new  tariff,  if 
it  became  a  law,  would  impose  upon  them.  Laid  furnish^ 
es  the  main  part  of  these  means.   It  will  serve  for  remit- 
tances in  payment  of  these  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
which  we  are  hereafter  to  receive  at  an  augmented  price 
from  New  England,  ami  of  course  we  should  have  aug- 
mented means  of  paying  for  them.     Our  ordinary  produc- 
.    tions  of  corn,  wheat,'  pork,   beef,  whiskey  and  tobacco, 
would  be  in  no  demand  there,  even  if  they  could  bear  the 
expense  of  transportation,  as  the  present  complaint  of 
New  England  against  old  England  is,  that  she  takes  no 
provisions  from  her,  of  course  Hew  England  will  take 
none  of  these  articles  from  us,  and  we  must  either  pay  for 
her  woollens  in  gold  or  silver,  whicli  we  roust  get  from  the 
South,  or  in  such  articles  as  will  bear  transportation.  Lead 
*  and  shot  are  among  the  few  articles  produced  in  Missoa- 
ri  and  Illinois,  which  will  bear  transportation  to    New 
England,  or  which  will  command  the  money  which  will 
have  to  be  carried  there  ;  and  as  these  Slates  are  to  buy 
their  woollen  goods  from  her  at  a  greatly   augmente<l 
price,  it  is  but  distributive  justice  that  ihey  should  have 
augmented  means  of  paying  for  them.  With  this  view,  and 
to  obtain  something  like  the  monopoly  of  the  American 
market  in  furnishing  it  with  lead,  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
(Mr.  Kaitb)  and  himself  had  agreed  upon  the  terms  of  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration.  It  specified  a  high- 
er duty  on  lead  and  shot,  than  bad  been  offered  and  re- 
jected in  the  House  of  Kepresentativesu     That  duty  was 
only  50  per  cent,  on  the  existing  duty ;   the  present 
Amendment  proposed  100  per  cent.  It  might  be  thought 
high;  but  he  could  say  that  it  was  not  too  liigh  for  the 
benefit  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;  and  if  rejected,  there 
would  be  nothing  in  the  hill  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  it. 
^  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  this  occa- 
sion, when  lead  was  the  subiect  of  debate,  to  rectify  an 
erroneous  inference,  which  nad  lately  been  drawn  from 
one  of  his  speeches,  by  a  Senator  from  Louisiana,   (Mr. 
JoHNSTov,}  a  speech  in  which  he,  Mr.  li.  had  suggested 
that  the  public  debt  might  be  paid  off  in  five  years,  and 
an   extensive    abolition    of  duties    be    made    at    that 
time,  lliat  Senator  inferred,  that  the  duty  on  lead,  might 
be  included  in  the  list  of  abolition,  and  that  he,  (Mr.  B.) 
might  do  a  great  injury  to  his  own  State-    Mr.  B.  said, 
it  was  kind  in  that  Senator  to  undertake  to   defend  the 
State  of  Missouri,  from  the  improvidence  of  her  iirme- 
diaie  representative  ;  but  a  slight  attention  to  thende  he 
had  laid  down,   would  shew  that  there  was  no  room  for 
the  exercise  of  his  super-serviceable  benevolence  ;  th6  in- 
ference which  he  drew,  being  not  only  without  premises, 
but  against  them,  as  would  be  seen  by  looking  at  the  rule. 
The  rule  was  this  :  •*  I  am  for  abolishing  duties  in  tolo,  as 
soon  as  the  public  debt  is  paid  o(Y,  upon  all  articles  of  prime 
necessity,  or  ordinary  comfort,  which  are  not  made  at 
home  at  all,  or  not  made  in  sufficient  quantity  to  merit 
national  protection  $  and  I  am  for  continuing  them  on  ar- 
ticles of  taste  and  lirxury,  and  upon  such  rival  productions 
of  foreign  countries  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and 
our  general  independence  as  a  nation,  require  to  be  made 
at  home,"  .This  is  the  nde,  and  the  Senator's  error  arose 
from  his  omission  to  quote  the  last  half  of  it.     His  quota- 
tion stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  rule,  and  tlierefore  iefl 
him  unacquainted  with  the  fact  that  duties  were  to  be 
continued  upon  a  certain  description  of  articles  ;  that  this 
description  included  those  which  were  necessary  to  our 
safety  in  time  uf  war;  of  which  lead  is  certainly  one  ;  and 
therefore  an  article  on  which  the  duty  was  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  mineral  district 
in  Missouri  was  at  present  in  a  languishing  state.  The 
government  had  lately  reserved  about  500,000  acres  of 
land  then*,  from  sale,  making  a  desert^in  the  heart  of  the 
cotmtry  ;  the  okl  French  and  Spanish'claims  were  yet  un- 
settled )  that  the  upper  strata  of  mineral  was  much  ex- 


hausted, and  the  lower  could  not  be  got  at  without  much 
expense,  and  considerable  skill  in  mineralogy  ;  that  many 
of  the  nimers  had  gone  off  to  the  new  mines  on  the  up- 
per Mississippi,  and  that  the  increased  protection  which 
the  amendment  contemplated  was  essential  to  the  exten- 
sive revival  of  mining  in  Missouri,  and  the  restoration  of 
a  large  district  to  its  former  prosperity.  If  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  and  if  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the 
reserved  lead  mines  which  he  had  introduced,  and  pass- 
ed through  the  Senate  in  the  fore  part  of  the  session, 
should  succeed  in  getting  through  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, then  might  the  mineral  region  in  Missouri  be- 
come the  centre  of  an  immense  attraction,  the  theatre  of 
vast  enterprise,  the  seat  of  unnumbered  manufactories, 
the  focus  of  incredible  wealth,  a  market  for  a  prodigious  • 
consumption  of  mercliandise  and  provisions  ;  and  the. 
whole  country  be  made  to  rejoice  in  tiie  profusion  of  ben- 
efits which  it  would  disburse  around. 

Mr.  DICKEUSON  considered  tl>at  the  amendment 
ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louiaiann,  replied  to  Mr.  Bex- 
Tox,  and  explained  his  former  remarks  ;  and  said  he 
should  ^ote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  Mr.  Johwstox. 
Mr,  ROWAN  said  that  he  should  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed duty  upoti  lead,  and  as  it  was  a  western  product, 
and  we  might  be  supposed  on  that  account,  to  be  inclin- 
ed to  support  it.  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  give  some  of  the 
reasons,  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  it. 

He  begged  leave,  however,  to  premise,  that  he  was 
individually  opposed  to  the  whole  system.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  tariff,  as  a  system  of  bounties,  for  the  encour- 
agement of  certain  classes  of  industry.  He  considered 
the  )>rotection,  which  it  extended  to  one  class  of  indus- 
try, as  a  correspondent  depression  upon  other  classes. 
Its  professed  object  was  to  tax  one  part  of  the  commu- 
nity for  tbe  benefit  of  another.  Its  operation  is  to  impov- 
erish one  class  of  laborers,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
another—  or  rather  to  tax  the  laboring,  and  more  especial- 
ly the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community,  to  euricli 
the  capitalists— to  increase  the  poverty  of  those  already 
poor,  to  enhance  the  wealth  of  those  already  rich— as  a 
system,  calculated  to  accelerate  that  state  of  wealth,  in 
t\\e  hands  of  the  few,  which  is  incompatible  with  the 
happiness  and  liberty  of  the  nuiny — as  a  system,  the 
tendency  of  which,  is  to  inflict  upon  the  people  of  this 
country  .the  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  vassalage,  which 
characterize  the  people  in  governments  less  favorable  to 
liberty  than  ours. 

He  was  not,  he  said,  opposed  tothe  Uriff  as  a  system 
of  revenue,  honestly  devoted  to  the  objects  and  ptu'|)ost:s 
of  revenue — on  the  contrary,  he  was  friendly  to  a  tariff 
of  that  character ;  but  when  perverted  by  tlie  ambition  of 
political  aspirants,  and  the  secret  influence  of  inordinate 
cupidity,  to  purposes  of  individual,  and  scclioiuil  as- 
cendancy, he  could  not  be  seduced  by  the  capti^ation 
of  names,  or  terms,  however  attractive,  to  lend  it  his  in- 
dividual support. 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  President,  said  he,  that  it  is  called  the 
American  System— names  do  not  alter  things.  There  is 
but  one  American  System,  and  that  is  delineated  in  the 
State  and  Federal  Constitutions  It  is  the  system  of  equal 
rights  and  privileges  secured  by  the  representative  prin- 
ciple— a  system,  which,  instead  of  subjecting  tlie  pro- 
ceeds of  the  labor  of  some  to  taxation,  in  the  view  to 
enrich  others,  secures  to  all  the  proceeds  of  their  labor 
— exempts  ail  from  taxation,  except  for  the  support  of 
the  protecting  power  of  the  govei'ment.  As  a  lax  neces- 
sary to  the  support  of  the  government,  he  would  suppoit 
it— call  it  by  what  nanje  you  please — as  a  tax  for  any  oth- 
er  purpose,  and  especially  for  the  purposes  to  wliich  he 
had  alhided — it  had  his  individual  reprobation,  under 
wlntever  name  it  might  assume* 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  defended  the  measure, 
M  extending  to  the  W^st  its  share  of  the  protection,  tie 
did'not  consider  that  the  State  of  Maine  would  sufTer,  as 
ber  tonnag^c  would  be  employed  in  carrying  the  inulasaes 
of  Louisiana,  ins*^ad  of  that  of  the  Webt  Indies.  If  the 
bill  was  amended  and  sent  back  to  the  other  House,  and 
should  there  be  lost,  he  wished,  to  know  who  would  as- 
sume the  responsibility. 

Mr.  PARRIS  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  Jonsso^r.  He 
felt  no  anxiety  as  to  the  responsibility  for  having  caused 
the  bill  to  be  Jost.  His  constituents  would  be  severely 
injured  by  it.  Indeed,  had  a  measure  been  framed  for 
the  express  purpose  of  bearing  down  the  interest  of 
the  State  oF  Maine,  it  would  not  have  been  ,morc  sue- 
ce8<>ful.  As  to  a  responsibility  of  any  other  kiml  to 
which  the  gentleman  might  allude,  he  felt  no  anxiety. 
He  maintained  that  Louisiana  could  not  supply  the  West' 
India  trade  in  the  at  tide  of  molasses,  or  yield  a  market 
fur  the  productiens  of  M^ine. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  further  remarks  in  favour  of 
the  provision. 

1  he  question  being  then  put  on  striking  out,  ami  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  onlered  on  motion  of  Mr. 
DlCKKaSON,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  at  the  22d  line  of  the  5d  section,  to 
insert  ••  on  vermicelli  5^  per  centum,"  being  next — 

Mr.  DICKKRSON  explained  this  proposition.  The 
article  was  not  as  unimportant  as  by  some  it  might  be 
■upposed.  He  mentioned  the  iiict  »f  a  manufacturer  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  who  exported  large  quantities. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  will  not  even  let  us  have  our  ?oup  in  peace. 
That  loo,  mu;it  be  taxed.  He  will  think  of  taxing  the  air 
we  breath6  next.  This  article  was  to  be  taxed,  because 
there  was  a  manufacturer  in  New  Jersey,  who  appeared 
to  be  doing  very  well,  as  the  gentleman  said  that  he  ex- 
ported large  quantities. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would  detain  the  Senate  but  a 
minute  and  a  half;  and  he  intended  to  tell  a  story  instead 
of  making  a  speech.  When  the  tariff  of  1824  wiis  under 
discussion  in  the  other  House,  a  gentlenum,  whom  he 
did  not  then  know,  bu^whom  he  afterwards  learned  was 
a  member  of  Congress,  came  to  him  in  his  seat,  and  asked 
whether  there  were  not  caves  in  Missouri  in  which  Epsom 
salts  were  found.  He,  [BIr.  B.]  answered  doubtingly — 
and  I  he  gentleman  said  he  had  At  home,  a  small  manu- 
fectory  ot  the  article,  and  he  argued  that  the  caves  in 
Missouri  and  his  manufactory  entitled  the  article  to  be 
protected.     When  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  pro- 

})osed  this  duty,  because  there  happened  to  be  a  m.'mu- 
actory  of  vermicelli  in  New  Jersey,  his  [Mr.  B*s]  mind 
recurred  to  this  circumstance,  and  he  could  not  but  ask 
whether  there  was  any  member  of  Congress  interested  in 
the  business.' 

Mr,  DICKEKSON  assured  Mr.  DxiiTOKthat  no  member 
<( Congress  had  any  concern  in  the  manufkctory  of  which 
he  had  spoken. 
The  amendment  was  rejected,  18  to  24. 

TcSBBATy  MikT  6,   1828. 

DEPORTED  SLAVES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  other  House,  com- 
municating an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
•settlement  of  claims  under  the  1st  Article  of  t  lie  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  providing  that  the  commission  for  the  settle- 
ment of  those  claims  should  not  continue  after  the  1st  of 
September  next. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Loii.  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciar}-. 

Mr.  'ITLER  opposed  the  reference.  He  stated  that 
the  Comtnisston  had  suspended  its  operations,  awaiting 
the  decision  of  Congress  $  and  he  hoped  there  would  be 


no  delay  in  acting  upon  the  bill ;  and  although  he  had 
no  objection  to  laying  the  bill  on  the  table  to  allow  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  to  examine  it,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  recommitted,  as  such  a  course  a  ould  essen- 
tially delay  the  bill. 

Mr.  EATON  said  that  the  Commissioners  had  stated 
that  they  would  close  their  labors  in  August,  and  he  pre- 
sumed this  amendment  was  made  conformable  to  that  de- 
claration. 

Mr.  VAN  BUHKN  said  a  few  words  and  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  \  which  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  bill  increasing  the  duties  on  certain  imported  arti- 
cles was  then  taken  up,  together  with  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Kaitx,  to  lay  a  duty  on  le.n<l  in  pigs,  bars,  or 
shtets,  three  cints  per  potuul  ^  «n  leaden  shot,  fi>ar  cents 
per  pound  j  on  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil^ 
five  cents  per  pound  ;  on  liiharere,  and  lead  manufactured 
into  pipes,  five  cents  per  pouncl. 

.  Mr.  K.iNE  briefly  expbined  the  object  of  the  amend- 
men*'. 

Mr.  PARIUS  opposed  it»  and  made  some  statements  re- 
lative to  the  ammint  of  the  importufions  of  the  articles 
named  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  in  favor  of  its  atfoption.  He  said 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  ia  1824,  when  the  exist- 
ing tariff  was  enacted,  and  was  in  favor  of  a  higher  duty 
upon  lead  and  its  manufactures  at  thKt  time,  bMt  was 
prevented  from  making  any  motion  to  that  effect  by  the 
admonition,  often  repeated,  that  the  whole  biM  ^Ight  be 
lost  if  alterations  were  attempted.  That  tariff  had  been 
in  operation  four  years,  and  except  for  the  duty  on  lead, 
it  bad  proved  itself  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Being  again  under  revision,  and  heavy  duties 
proposed  on  many  articles  consumed,  but  not  manufac* 
tured  in  Missouri,  he  considered  it  due  to  that  State,  ami 
to  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  further  pro- 
tection for  one  of  their  principal  staples,  the  article  of 
lead ;  and  the  amendment  nqw  under  c<:ns:dcration,  hav- 
ing been  well  considered  by  liimsclf,  and  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  (Mr.  Kank,)  he  could  say  that  the  duty  on  the 
crude  article,  and  all  its  manufactures,  was  adjusted  upon 
a  full  view  of  their  relative  connexion  and  dependence 
on  each  other,  and  were  believed  to  be  fair  and  equal. 
The  amendment  had  a  further  recommendation  in  includ- 
ing litharge,  and  several  manufactures  of  lead,  which 
were  omitted  in  the  tariff  of  18!24,  and  left  dpei\  a  door  to 
various  evasions  of  the  act. 

Mr.  B.  considered  lead  as  one  of  the  articles  of  domes- 
tic production  on  which  the  system  of  protecting  duties 
might  legitimately  be  carried  to  the  prohibitory  point 
against  its  foreign  rival,  it  was  an  article  of  prime  ne- 
cessity in  time  of  war,  absolutely  indispensable  to  our  se- 
curity and  independence  as  a  na'Jon,  and  susceptible  of 
being  produced  at  home  to  the  ftdl  cxttntof  any  possible 
demand.  He  would  not  repeat  what  every  boily  knew 
about  the  variety,  the  fextent,  and  iherichncss  of  the  lead 
mines  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  on  the  upper  Mississip- 
pi. It  was  sufficient  tp  say  that  past  discoveries  author- 
ized the  belief  that  innumerable  fresh  discoveries  may  be 
made  ;  that  the  supply  of  the  ariisle  will  increase  in  full 
proportion  to  the  demand  for  it  \  and  that  the  ultimate 
product  may  be  set  down  as  boundless  and  inexliaustrble. 
This  being  the  fact,  there  could  be  no  valid  objection  to 
the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  foreign  aiticle.  The  amend- 
ment, however,  docs  not  go  that  length,  but  probably  may 
operate  as  a  prohibitory  duty  in  the  lapse  of  some  years. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  reasons  for  gmnting  this  increased 
duty  on  lea  J,  were,  first,  to  secure  to  the  United  States 
an  ample,  certain,  and  regular  supply  of  ah  article,  indis- 
pensable in  time  of  war  5  and  next,  to  enable  the  States 
of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  in  which  this  article  abounded. 
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to  meet  the  additional  burthens  which  this  new  tariff,  if 
it  became  a  law,  would  impose  upon  them.  Lend  furnish- 
es the  main  part  of  these  means.  It  will  serve  for  remit- 
tances in  payment  of  these  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
which  we  are  hereafter  to  receive  at  an  augmented  price 
from  New  England,  and  of  course  we  should  have  aug- 
mented means  of  paying  for  them.     Our  ordinary  produc- 

.  tions  of  corn,  wheat,'  pork,  beef,  whiskey  and  tobacco, 
would  be  in  no  demand  there,  even  if  they  could  bear  the 
expense  of  transportation,  as  the  present  complaint  of 
New  England  against  old  England  is,  that  she  takes  no 
provisions  from  her,  of  course  Ifew  England  will  take 
none  of  these  articles  from  us,  and  we  must  either  pay  for 
her  woollens  in  gold  or  silver,  which  we  must  get  from  the 
South,  or  in  such  articles  as  will  bear  transportation.  Lead 

'  and  shot  are  among  the  few  articles  produced  in  Mrssoa- 
ri  and  Illinois,  which  will  bear  transportation  to  New 
England,  or  which  will  command  the  money  which  will 
have  to  be  carried  there  \  and  as  these  States  are  to  buy 
their  woollen  goods  from  her  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  it  is  but  distributive  justice  that  they  should  have 
augmented  means  of  paying  for  them.  With  this  view,  and 
to  obtain  something  like  the  monopoly  of  the  American 
market  in  furnishing  it  witii  lead,  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
(Mr.  Kaitb}  and  himself  had  agreed  upon  the  terms  of  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration.  It  specified  a  high- 
er duty  on  lead  and  shot,  than  bad  been  offered  and  re- 
jected in  the  House  of  Represents tivefj.  That  duty  was 
only  50  per  cent,  on  the  existing  duty ;  the  present 
Amendment  proposed  100  per  cent.  It  might  be  thought 
high;  but  he  could  say  that  it  was  not  too  liigh  for  the 
benefit  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;  and  if  rejected,  there 
would  be  nothing  in  the  hill  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  it. 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  this  occa- 
sion, when  lead  was  the  subject  of  debate,  to  rectify  an 
erroneous  inference,  which  nad  lately  been  drawn  from 
one  of  his  speeches,  by  a  Senator  from  Louisiana,  (.Mr. 
JoHNSTov,)  a  speech  in  which  he,  Mr.  li.  had  suggested 
that  the  public  debt  might  be  paid  off  in  five  ye;u's,  and 
an  extensive  abolition  of  duties  be  made  at  that 
time.  That  Senator  inferred,  that  the  duty  on  lead,  might 
be  included  in  the  list  of  abolition,  and  that  he,  (Mr.  ti.) 
might  do  a  great  injury  to  his  own  State-  Mr.  B.  said, 
it  was  kind  in  that  Senator  to  undertake  to  defend  the 
State  of  Missouri,  from  the  improvidence  of  her  iir.  me- 
diate representative  ;  but  a  slight  attention  to  the  rule  he 
had  laid  down,  would  shew  that  there  was  no  room  for 
the  exercise  of  his  super-serviceable  benevolence  ;  thfc  in- 
ference  which  he  drew,  being  not  only  without  premises, 
feut  against  them,  as  would  be  seen  by  looking  at  the  rule. 
The  rule  was  this  :  •*  I  am  for  abolishing  duties  in  toto,  as 
0oon  as  the  public  debt  is  paid  offi  upon  all  articles  of  prime 
necessity,  or  ordinary  comfort,  which  are  not  made  at 
home  at  al?^  or  not  made  in  sufficient  quantity  to  merit 
national  protection  f  and  I  am  for  continuing  them  on  ar- 
ticles of  taste  and  lirxury,  and  upon  such  rival  prodtictions 
of  foreign  countries  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and 
our  general  independence  as  a  nation,  require  to  be  made 
at  home*"  .This  is  the  nde,  and  the  Senator's  error  arose 
from  his  omission  to  quote  the  laBt  half  of  it.  His  quota- 
tion stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  rule,  and  tlierefore  Left 
him  unacquainted  with  the  fact  that  duties  were  to  be 
continued  upon  a  certain  description  of  articles  ;  that  this 
description  included  those  which  were  necessary  to  our 
safety  in  time  of  war;  of  which  lead  is  certainly  one  ;  and 
therefore  an  article  on  which  the  duty  was  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  mineral  district 
in  Missouri  was  at  present  in  a  languishing  state.     The 

Ejvernment  had  lately  reserved  about  500,000  acres  of 
nd  then-,  from  sale,  making  a  deserljn  the  heart  of  the 
coimtry  j  the  okl  French  and  Spanish  claims  were  yet' Un- 
settled J  that  the  upper  strata  of  mineral  was  much  ex- 


hausted, and  the  lower  could  not  be  got  at  without  much 
expense,  and  considerable  skill  in  mineralogy  ;  that  many 
of  the  mmers  had  gone  ofi*  to  the  new  mines  on  the  up- 
per Mississippi,  and  that  the  increased  protection  which 
the  amendment  contemplated  was  essential  to  the  exten- 
sive revival  of  mining  in  Missouri,  and  the  restoration  of 
a  large  district  to  its  former  prosperity.  If  this  amend- 
ment sliould  he  adopted,  and  if  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the 
reser\'ed  lead  mines  which  he  had  introduced,  and  pass- 
ed through  the  Senate  in  the  fore  part  of  the  session, 
should  succeed  in  getting  through  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, then  might  the  mineral  region  in  Missouri  be- 
come the  centre  at  an  immense  attraction,  the  theatre  of 
vast  enterprise,  the  scat  of  unnumbered  manufactories, 
the  focus  of  incredible  wealtii,  a  market  for  a  prodigious  • 
consumption  of  merchandise  and  provisions  ;  and  the 
whole  country  be  made  to  rejoice  in  the  profusion  of  ben- 
efits which  it  would  disburse  around. 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  considered  tljat  liie  amendment 
ought  to  be  ail  opted. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisianfl,  replied  to  Mr.  Bex- 
To.x,  and  explained  his  former  remarks  ;  and  said  he 
should  ^ote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  Mr.  Johwstox. 
Mr.  ROWAN  said  that  he  should  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed duty  upon  lead,  and  as  it  was  a  western  product, 
and  we  might  be  supposed  on  that  account,  to  be  inclin- 
ed to  support  it,  he  felt  it  his  duly  to  give  some  of  the 
reasons,  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  it. 

He  begged  leave,  however,  to  premise,  that  he  was 
individually  opposed  to  the  whole  system.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  tariff,  as  a  system  of  bounties,  for  the  encour- 
agement of  certain  classes  of  indiistr>'.  He  considered 
the  i>rotection,  which  it  extended  to  one  class  of  indus- 
try, as  a  correspondent  depression  upon  other  classes. 
Its  professed  object  was  to  tax  one  part  of  the  commu- 
nity for  the  benefit  of  another.  Its  operation  is  to  impov- 
erish one  class  of  laborei-s,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
another—  or  rather  to  tax  the  laboring,  and  more  especial- 
ly the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community,  to  enrich 
the  capitalists— to  increase  the  poverty  of  those  already 
poor,  to  enhance  the  wealth  oi  those  already  rich — as  a 
system,  calculated  to  accelerate  that  state  of  wealth,  in 
tl\e  hands  of  the  few,  which  is  incompatible  with  the 
happiness  and  liberty  of  the  many — as  a  system,  tlio 
tendency  of  which,  is  to  inflict  upon  the  people  of  this 
country  .the  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  vassalage,  which 
characterize  the  people  in  governments  less  favorable  to 
liberty  than  ours.  * 

He  was  not,  he  said,  opposed  tothc  tarifl'as  a  system 
of  revenue,  honestly  devoted  to  the  objects  and  piu-poses 
of  revenue — on  the  contrary,  he  was  friendly  to  a  Urifl' 
of  that  character ;  but  when  perverted  by  tlie  ambition  of 
political  aspirants,  and  the  secrfet  influence  of  inordinate 
cuf>idity,  to  purposes  of  individual,  and  scctiomil  as- 
cendancy, he  could  not  be  seduced  by  the  capti\ation 
of  names,  or  terms,  however  attractive,  to  lend  it  his  in- 
dividual support. 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  President,  said  he,  that  it  is  called  the 
American  System— names  do  not  alier  things.  Tlicre  is 
but  one  American  System,  and  that  is  delineated  in  the 
State  and  Federal  Constitutions  It  is  the  system  of  equal 
rights  and  privileges  secured  by  the  representative  prin- 
ciple— a  system,  which,  instead  of  subjecting  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  the  labor  of  some  to  taxation,  in  the  view  to 
enrich  others,  secures  to  all  the  proceeds  of  their  labor 
—exempts  ail  from  taxation,  except  for  the  support  of 
the  protecting  power  of  the  govcrment.  As  a  tax  neces- 
sary to  the  support  of  the  government,  he  would  support 
it— call  it  by  what  nanje  you  please— as  a  tax  for  any  oth- 
er  purpose,  and  especially  for  the  purposes  to  which  he 
had  alluded — it  had  his  individual  reprobation,  under 
wlntever  name  it  might  assume. 
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It  mighf,  he  observed,  be  inferred  from  what  he  had 
Bftid,  that  he  would  vote  against  the  bill.  He  did  not 
wlsli  any  doubts  to  be  entertained  as  to  the  vote  he 
should  give  upon  this  measure,  or  the  reasons  which 
would  influense  him  to  give  it.  He  was  not  at  liberty,  he 
said,  to  substitute  his  individual  opinion  for  that  of  his 
State.  He  was,  he  said,  one  of  the  organs  here,  oi  a 
State,  that  had,  by  the  tariff  of  1834,  been  chained  to  the 
car  of  the  Eastern  Manufacturers — a  State  that  had  been 
^m  that  time,  and  was  now  groaning  under  the  pressure 
of  that  unequal  and  unjust  measure — a  measure,  from  the 
pressure  of  which,  owing  to  the  prevailing  illusion 
throughout  the  United  States,  she  saw  no  hope  of  escape, 
by  a  speedy  return  to  correct  principles — and  seeing  no 
hope  of  escaping  from  the  ills  of  the  system,  she  is  con 
strained,  on  principles  of  self  defence,  to  avail  herself  of 
the  mitt^tion  which  this  bill  presents,  in  the  duties 
which  it  imposes  upon  foreign  hemp,  spirits,  iron,  and  mo- 
lasses. The  hemp,  iron,  and  distilled  spirits  of  the  West, 
will,  like  the  woollens  of  the  Eastern  States,  be  encour- 
af^d  to  the  extent  of  the  tax  indirectly  imposed  by  this 
bill,  upon  those  who  shall  buy  and  consume  them..  Those 
who  may  need,  and  buy  those  articles,  must  pay  to  the 

Sower,  or  manufacturer  of  them,  an  increased  price  to 
e  amount  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  like  articles 
of  foreign  growth  or  fabric.  To  this  tax  upon  the  labor 
ef  the  consumer,  his  individual  opinion  was  opposed. 
But,  as  the  organ  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  surrender  his  individual  opinion,  and  express 
the  opinion  of  his  State. 

If  upon  this,  or  any  other  subject,  he  should  substitute 
his  own,  for  the  well  known  will  of  his  State,  he  should 
feel  that  he  had  been  faitliless  to  her  interests,  and  un- 
firiendly  to  the  principles  of  our  republican  institutions. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  the  people  of  the  Sute  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  were,  like  him,  opposed  to 
taxation  for  any  individual  or  partial  purpose — ^for  any 
purpose  but  the  support  of  the  gorernment.       They 
wou(jd  submit  to  and  pay  any  tax  clieerfuUy,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  all,  but  not  to  enrich  a  few.     But  tiiey  are  re- 
duced by  the  operation  of  this  American  System,  as  it  is 
falsely  called,  to  the  condition  of  the  planter  whose  farm, 
fences,  and  bousts,  are  endangered  by  iire  from  the  for- 
est.   They,  like  him,  must  fire  against  the  encroachirfg 
fire.     The  exercise  of  will  is  not  left  them — they  are  un- 
der the  influence  of  a  dire  necessity.     He  mi^it,  there- 
fore, as  their  humble  organ,  vote  for  this  bill ;  and  would, 
on  tlie  same  principle,  vote  for  this  duty  on  lead,  if  he 
could  do  it  without  disparaging  his  government.     The 
mines  of  lead,  with  the  exception  of  a  tew  Spanish  grants, 
which  he  had  been  told  were  nearly  exhausted,  belonged 
to  the  United  States.  To  suppose  that  the  government  to 
whose  strenc[th  we  all  look  for  protection,  so  weak  as  to 
need  protection  against  foreign  competition  in  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  this  vulgar  metal,  was  not  he  thought 
very  respectful  to  the  government.    He  might  be  told 
that  the  government  leases  its  mines,  and  that  the  lessees, 
and  not  the  government,  would  be  benefitted  by  this  du- 
ly. His  reply  was,  that  when  you  raise  the  price  of  lead, 
you  raise  rents.  This  would  be  inevitable.   The  competi" 
tion  between  the  lessees  would  necessarily  produce  this  rt* 
suit  {  and  thus,  while  tlie  consumers  of  this  necessary  and 
useful  article  would  be  taxed,  the  macufacturer  of  it  would 
not  be  benefitted.  The  tax  would  go  to  tiie  government, 
and  not  to  them.  The  western  section  of  our  country  would 
not  be  benefitted.  It  would  be  unjust;  for  tlie  tax  thus  levi- 
ed upon  the  consumers  of  tliat  article,  would  be  drawn  from 
that  region  into  the  I'reasury,  ami  like  all  Xht  very  large 
sums,  which  under  the  tariff  of  18^  and  under  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  have  been  drawn  from  that  quiirter, 
would  be  laid  out  upon  the  seaboard.    Not  intending,  he 
said,  to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  he  had 
taken  this  occasion  to  intimate  tht  course  he  sliould  pur- 


sue upon  this  measure,  and  to  express,  very  briefly,  some 
of  the  reasons  by  which  he  was  influenced,  lie  had  for- 
borne to  go  into  detail.  He  had  not  attempted  to  depict 
the  evils  which  had  been  inflicted  npon  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  by  this  new  system — a  system  pecu- 
liar to  aristocrats  and  to  monarchists — kinds  of  govern- 
ment to  which  it  naturally  led,  and  to  the  support  of 
which,  it  was  as  natural  and  necessary,  as  it  was  alien 
from  and  abhorred  by  republics.  He  repeated  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  his  State  was  driven  to  the  acceptance  of 
tills  bill,  not  as  a  good,  which  she  approved,  but  as  the 
softener  of  an  evil,  from  which  she  cannot  escape,  and 
which,  without  the  mitigation  which  it  tenders,  she  is  un- 
able to  bear. 

Mr.  BUANCH  moved  to  amend  tbe  amendment  by  . 
inserting,  "and  on  gold  dust  37^  per  centum  ad  valorem." 
Mr.  DICKERSON  made  a  few  remarks  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Ro  WAN.  He  was  undei  stood  to  contend  that  tlie  ob- 
jections of  that  gentleman  to  a  duty  on  lead  were  not 
valid  ones.  As  to  gold,  he  did  not  think  it  possible  to 
keep  it  out  of  the  country.  It  wouU  be  as  easy  to  at- 
tempt to  "  keep  out  the  tide  with  a  pitchfork."  If 
the  protection  could  be  made  eflectual,  he  would  fo 
with  the  gentleman  with  all  his  heart.  But  he  thougfit 
it  an  improper  measure. 

Mr.  BliANCH  mainUined  the  claims  of  the  manufao- 
turers  of  g-old,  over  those  of  the  wifrkers  in  iron,  copper, 
or  lead .  Either  ^  the  latter  was  more  profiuble  than  gold. 
Mr.  ROWAN  replied  to  Mr.  DiCKxasoir.  *  He  did  not 
wish  to  strengthen  Ihe  arm  of  the  General  Government, 
and  for  this  reason  should  vote  against  the  duty  on  lead. 
Mr.  MACON  made  a  few  remarks,  as  was  understood, 
in  opposition  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbaxcb. 
Mr.  BRANCH  withdrew  his  motion. 
AAer  a  few  remarks  fram  Mr.  DICKERSON,  on  whose 
motion  the  yeas  and  ntys  were  ordered,  the  question 
being  taken,  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing a  provision  fixing  the  duty  upon  imported  salt  at  15 
cents  on  the  bush^  one  year  after  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  at  10  cents  at  the  end  of  two  years. 

Mr.  HARRISON  op]>osed  the  funendment  It  was 
well  known  that  he  had  introduced  a  bill  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  tl\is  session  for  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  im- 
ported salt ;  and  that  he  had  given  notice  in  his  place, 
and  through  the  newspapers,  that  it  would  not  be  taken 
up  again  this  year.  This  being  generally  under8too4  by 
the  manufiusturets  of  tlie  article,  he  did  not. think  it  pro- 
per again  to  agitate  the  question.  He  should  therefore 
vote  against  the  amendment. 
The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
question  being  taken  on  the  five  first  amendments  adopt- 
ed yesterday  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (levyinfp 
duties  on  woollen  cloths.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLE8,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  duty  of  50  per 
cent,  oil  clothing  ready  made,  and  the  yeas  and  na^s  be- 
ing onlcred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  vf  Md.,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  on  carpeting,  &.c.  and  on  lead,  were 
then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a  provision 
laying  a  duty  of  33 1  per  centum,  ad  valorem,  on  furs. 
Mr.  DICKERSON  opposed  the  motion. 
Mr.  BENTON  entered  into  a  deUil  of  tlie  e:|tent  and 
value  of  the  Northwestern  fur  trade,  and  the  necessity 
under  which  the  fur  traders  labored  for  protection  from 
Britisti  competition. 

Mr.  DICKEliSON  moved  to  amend  tfie  amendment  by 
substituting  45  per  cent,  instead  df  331. 
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Mr.  BENTON  accepted  the  modification. 
Mr.  DICRERSON  mored  tp  amend  the  amendment, 
by  inserting*  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  foreign  manu- 
factured fur  hats.  He  observed,  that,  at  present  furs 
were  admitted  duty  free,  and  there  was  a  duty  of  30  per 
cent,  on  imported  hats.  If  a  duty  were  laid  on  furs,  and 
the  duty  on  bats  remained  the  same,  the  manu&cturer 
must  ^ive  up  making  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  whether  there  was  not,  at  pre- 
sent, a  prohibitory  duty  on  foreign  hats  I 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  great  numbers  were  still 
imported.  The  motion  was  then  rejected  n/i  a  division, 
15  to  24. 

On  Mr.  BENTON'S  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered  on  his  motion,  the  question  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  in  proposing  an  amendment,  said, 
that  he  had  formerly  stated. that  there  were  two  me- 
thods of  evading  the  duties  on  iron.  The  one  was  by 
manufacturing  it  a  little  above  bar  iron,  and  catling  it 
manufactured  iron ;  the  other  was  by  calling  it  slabs, 
blooms,  loops,  etc.  The  only  difference  was,  that  the 
bars  were  shorter  and  broader.  He  had  yesterday  read 
a  letter,  which  stated  that  this  process  for  defrauding 
the  revenue,  was  now  going  on  ;  and  he  could  not  sit 
still  without  making  one  further  effort  to  prevent  the 
success  of  these  attempts  to  rob  the  Government  of  a 
portion  of  the  revenue.  He  bad,  therefore,  now  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  a  portion  of  the  amendment  offer- 
ed yesterday,  leaving  out  iron  in  bars  and  bolts— and 
groviding  that  "all  iron  in  slabs,  blooms,  and lo<ip8,  shall 
e  rated  as  rolled  iron,  and  shall  pay  duty  accordingly.'' 
Mr.  EATON  signified  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
amendment.  He  had  voted  against  it  yesterday,  be- 
cause he  thought  that  the  frien£  of  the  bill  would  be 
content  to  pass  it  as  it  came  from  the  otli!br  House.  He 
therefore  was  averse  to  obstruct  it  by  voting  for  any 
amendment  which  should  send  it  back  to  the  other  House, 
and  run  the  risk  of  its  being  lost  But  finding  that  other 
amendments  had  been  made,  and  that  it  must  go  back, 
he  no  longer  refrained  from  assisting  to  amend  it,  and 
should  vote  for  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  PARRIS  opposed  the  motion,  and  went  at  length 
mto  the  history  of  the  duty  on  iron  ;  its  rapid  progress  ; 
and  its  effects  upon  the  community.  He  also  argued, 
from  the  continual  increase  of  the  duly,  that  no  point 
could  be  foreseen  at  which  it  would  stop  ,•  that  the  duty 
was  at  present  sufiicient  protection  to  the  manufacturer ; 
and  that  its  increase  would  strike  materially  at  the  com- 
mercial interest  of  the  country.  He  was,  therefore,  to- 
tally opposed  to  an  increase  of  duty  on.  iron,  in  whatever 
form,  whether  it  were  in  pigs,  or  bolts,  or  blooms,  or' 
loops. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  that  the  amendment  was  not 
to  increase  the  duty,  but  to  prevent  fhuids  on  the  re 
venue.  According  to  the  letter  frpm  Baltimore,  to 
which  he  had  already  alhided,  the  manufacturer  was  de- 
frauded  of  the  provisions  in  his  finror,  by  the  form  in 
which  the  iron  was  imported.  It  was  made  two  feet  in- 
stead of  eight,  in  length,  vary  broad  and  flat,  and  was 
called  a  slab,  when  it  was  effectually  a  bar.  The  only 
object  of  the  amendment  was  to  prevent  these  frauds. 

Mr.  BARNARD  advocated  the  amendment.  It  was 
to  ensure  to  the  manufacturer  the  protection  which  the 
law  designed  he  should  enjoy,  and,  without  such  a  pro- 
vision,  it  was  useless  to  levy  a  duty  on  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle. 

The  question  being  then  taken-,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered,  on  jnotion  of  Mr.  DICKERSON, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICRERSON  renewed  the  motion  to  amend,  (re- 
jected in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,)  levying  a  duty 
on  blankets,  of  40  per  centum,  ad  valorem. 


Mr.  BARNARD  moved  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment, by  providing  for  a  duty  of  21  per  centum  per  an- 
num, until  it  shall  amount  to  40  per  centum  ;  but,  Mr. 
DicKERsoN  not  consenting  to  the  modification,  it  was 
withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  Mr.  DtCKER- 
SO^'S  motion,  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows :  Teas  23— nays  23. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  CHAIR  voted  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  insert  in  the  1st  seotien,  lin# 
32,  « tanner's  knives  " — on  which  he  aiiked  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  question  being  put,  It  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  DICRERSON  further  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting,  at  the  end  of  the  19th  line  of  1st  section,  **  on 
sail-duck,  one-half  cent  per  square  yard,  per  annum  un- 
til it  shall  amount  to  12|  cents." 

Mr.  S1L(SBEE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
inserting  after  the  words  **  sail-duck,"  the  words,  '*  ex- 
cept ravens  duck."  If  so  amended,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
would  vote  for  the  amendment,  otherwise  he  could  not. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Susbs* 
was  not  in  order. 

Tlie  question  being  then  taken  on  Mr.  DiCKxaaeir'a 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  afiirmative. 

Mr.  SANPORD  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  4th  section,  allowing  a  drawback  on 
cordage  manufactured  from  foreign  hemp. 

This  motion,  having  been  slightly  discussed  byjklessrs. 
SANPORD,  WEBSTER,  and  DICKERSON,  was  agreed 
to,  without  a  division. 

'  Mr.  PARUIS  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the 
4th  section  which  provides  that  "no  drawback  sliall 
hereafter  be  allowed  on  spirituous  liquors  manu&ctured 
from  molasses." 

On  this  motion  a  long  and  animated  disciipfrion  took 
place,  in  which  Messrs.  PARRIS,  SMITIf,  of  Marjland, 
WEBSTER,  SILSBEE,  SANPORD,  EATON,  FOOT, 
ROWAN,  HARRISON,  and  BENTON,  participated. 


WssjissDAT,  Mat  7,  1828. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

A  message  fi^m  the  other  House  was  taken  up,  relative 
to  a  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  Internal  Im- 
provement. 

Mr.  M*LANE  moved  to  concur,  and  to  appoint  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  He  observed  that  he 
thought  an  arrangement  might  be  made,  satisfactory  to 
all  parties. 

Tlie  Senate  having  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Conference  on  their  part,  a  ballot  was  then 
taken,  and  Messrs.  M'Lahs,  Tazbwbil  and  SAnromB 
were  appointed  the  Committee. 

ADJOURNMENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

The  resolution  of  the  Committee  on  the  Adjournment 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  lay  it  on  tlie  table  ;  which 
was  lost— 19  to  20. 

Mr.  NOBLE  opposed  the  present  consideration  of  the 
resolution.  He  was  as  anxious  to  go  home  as  any  other 
member  ;  but  he  wished  that  the  business  which  ought 
to  be  done  should  first  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  RING  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
but  withdrew  bis  motion  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BER- 
RIEN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  other  House,  inform- 
ing the  Senate  that  they  had  passed  a  resolution  fix- 
ing the  time  of  the  adjournment  at  the  26ih  May,  and 
asking  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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and  iron.  Yes,  sir,  the  very  commodities  that  are  taken 
in  payment  for  the  produce  of  our  soil  and  our  fisheries, 
form  the  basis  of  another  branch  of  trade,  and,  1  regret 
to  say,  one  that  is  to  be  most  severely  taxed  by  this  tariff. 
Our  imports  from  the  Baltic  are  purchased  almost  wholly 
by  barter.  Wc  import  from  Russia  to  the  amount  of 
$2,600,000  annually,  as  valued  at  her  ports,  principally 
in  iron  and  hemp,  and  the  manufactures  of  hemp  and  flax. 
How  do  we  pay  for  thesa  ?  We  export  no  specie  to  Rus- 
sia', or  very  little.  Some  years  none ;  last  year  only  $9,000. 
We  pay  in  the  coffee,  flie  sugar,  and  the  commodities 
which  we  import  from  the  West  Indies,  either  by  direct 
shipment  to  Russia,  or  through  an  intermediate  trade,  the 
product  of  which  is  carried  to  Russia.  We  pay  in  various 
articles  derived  through  commerce  from  other  nations  in 
excliange  for  the  productions  of  oiu*  country  j  so  that  the 
iron,  the  hemp,  and  the  ducV,  which  we  import  from 
Russia,  ia  the  ultimate  product  of  the  labor  of  our  him- 
bermen,  our  fishermen,  and  our  sailors. 

Sir,  we  are  also  the  carriers  for  Russia.  Not  a  cargo 
of  our  imports  to,  or  exports  fi-om  that  country,  the  last 
year,  was  borne  by  foreign  tannage.  Now,  what  arc  we 
about  doing  ?  We  are  about  to  depart  from  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  this  Government  was  first  administered. 
In  a  time  of  p^ce,  when  revenue  is  abundant,  uhen  the 
public  debt  is  fast  disappearing,  when  our  finances  do  not 
call  for  an  additional  dollar  of  revenue,  we  are  adding 
one  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  existing  duties  on  molasses, 
almost  the  like  per  cent,  upon  hemp,  and  an  a'ddition  of 
four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon  iron.  The  first 
article  upon  which  we  lay  our  hands,  enters  into  the  con- 
sumption of  every  family  in  the  country,  as  food  ;  the 
others  enter  into  the  construction  of  our  ships,  and  con- 
stitute nearly  one  third  of  their  expense.  In  one  view, 
indeed,  we  do  act  consistently ;  for  while,  by  heavy 
duties,  we  discoirragc  ship-buildinp,  by  the  same  duties 
we  so  shackle  trade  as  to  render  ships  unnecessar)'. 

I  will  now  show  how  we  have  departed  from  the  original 
policy  of  the  Government  Sir,  .the  first  Congress  that 
was  elected  under  tliis  Constitution  found  the  country  in- 
volved with  the  debt  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  With 
no  money  in  the  Treasury,  with  a  heavy  debt  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government  to 
be  provided  for,  that  Congress  undertook  to  devise  the 
vayt  and  means  )  and  the  second  act  that  was  passed  un- 
der this  Constitution,  was  a  tariff  of  duties  on  imports  \ 
and  the  third  was  an  act  imposing  duties  on  tonnage. 
From  these  acts,  and  others  that  were  passed  soon  after, 
the  Senate  will  perceive  that  those  who  first  legislated 
for  us,  were  disposed  to  encourage  and  cherish  trade, 
rather  than  destroy  it.  At  that  period,  July,  1789,  we 
had  tut  few  vessels  employed  in  otir  merchant  service — 
less  than  124,000  tons.  Trade  was  in  olhtr  hands.  The 
war  had  swept  ours,  what  little  we  had,  from  the  ocean. 
Its  importance  was  seen—was  felt— and  the  earliest  and 
most  efficient  measures  were  taken  to  enable  us  to  engage 
successfully  in  the  competition.  Ship-building  was  en- 
couraged. Discriminating  duties  were  imposed  on  fo- 
reign tonnage,  and  even  a  discrimination  between  foreign 
vessels  built  within  the  United  States  and  foreign-built 
vessels.  American  vessels,  on  entry,  paid  six  cents  per 
ton,  while  foreign  vessels,  built  within  the  States,  paid 
thirty  cents,  and  all  other  foreign  vessels  paid  fifty  cents 
per  ton.  A  discriminating  duty  often  per  cent,  was  also 
imposed  on  all  dutiable  articles  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
sels. These  acts  may  be  considered  as  the  life-giving 
power  to  the  navigation  of  this  country.  They  afford  in- 
contestible  evidence  tiiat  those  who  then  directed  the  na- 
tional concerns,  foresaw  the  high  importance  of  com- 
merce to  tlie  prosperity  of  this  people.  Public  sentiment 
went  with  them,  and  seconded  their  views.  Our  tonnage 
increased,  and  we  became  our  carriers  exclusively.  In 
1792  our  own  shipping  employed  IVi  foreign  trade  had 


increased  to  upwards  of  411,000  tons.  By  t^ia  increase, 
we  were  not  only  enabled  to  monopolize  our  own  trade, 
but  prepared  to  participate  in  the  profits  of  tlie  carrying 
trade  of  Europe,  tiirown  into  our  liands  by  the  belliger- 
ant  situation  of  the  commercial  powers  of  that  quarter  of 
the  world.  Sir,  we  engaged  sticcessfully  in  this  business 
— our  vessels  being  neutral,  coidd  carry  for  lower  freigiit 
than  those  of  the  bellig^rant  powers,  and  they  conse- 
quently engrossed  a  large  proportion  of  Uiis  profitable 
employment. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  shew  what  was  the  policy  of 
those  who  first  administered  this  Government,  and  how 
we  have  departed  from  that  policy — to  shew  that  they 
gave  existence  to  our  navigation — that  they  protected  it, 
mstead  of  loading  it  with  burthens. 

We  all  know  what  followed.  By  French  decrees,  Bri- 
tish Orders  in  Council,  non-intercourse,  embargo,  and 
war,  our  navigation  suffered  severely.  Much  of  it  was 
either  captured  or  decayed  at  our  wharves. 

In  this  state  of  depression,  at  the  restoration  of  peace, 
what  of  encouragement  or  protection  did  it  I'eccive  from 
the  Government  ?  Did  we  adopt  the  course  pursued  un- 
der like  circumstances  after  the  Revolutionary  war  ?  Di- 
rectly the  le verse.  By  the  law  of  March  3, 1815,  all  dis- 
criminating duties  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  goods  import- 
ed in  foreign  vessels,  were  provisionally  repealed.  All 
nations  were  thus  invited  to  bring  their  produce  to  our 
market,  and  to  take  our  produce  to  their  nnarket,  upon 
the  same  terms  as  were  imposed  upon  our  own  vessels — 
in  other  Words,  all  nations  were  invited  to  become  our 
carriers.  The  invitation  has  been  accepted,  ami  British, 
French,  Dutch,  Hanseatic,  and  Swedish,  and  other  fo- 
reign  vessels  with  their  cargoe.-,  now  enter  our  ports 
upon  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  of  tonnage  and  im- 
post as  are  chargeable  on  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  SUtes.  We  have  not  stopped  here.  We  have 
not  merely  departed  from  the  efcrly  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, by  taking  from  our  tonnage  the  benefit  resttU- 
ing  from  discriminating  duties,  but  we  Ufivc  actually 
loaded  it  with  burthens.  I  have  shown  how  we  h&^C 
discouraged,  and  are  still  discouraging  trade,  by  the  im- 
position of  heavy  duties  on  various  articles  of  import  tak- 
en in  exchange,  either  directly  or  circuitously,  for  our 
own  productions.  I  will  now  show  to  what  degree  we 
arc,  by  the  same  process,  discouraging  sliip-building. 

Sir,  two  of  the  most  expensive  articles  that  enter  into 
the  construction  of  a  ship,  are  hemp  and  iron.  It  is  esti- 
mated by  those  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  busi- 
ness, that  of  the  whole  cost,  one-third,  at  least,  is  in  hemp, 
iron,  and  duck.  It  was  the  early  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, having  in  view  the  encouragement  of  tr.c  commepce 
of  the  country,  to  keep  down  the  duties  on  these  essen- 
tial articles.  The  permanent  duty  on  hemp  never  ex- 
ceeded twenty  dollai^  per  ton,  and  that  on  iron  never 
came  up  to  nine  dollars  per  ton,  until  since  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain.  During  all  our  commercial  prosper- 
ity, when  we  were  not  only  our  own  exclusive  earners, 
but  almost  the  only  neutral  nation  that  could  carry  for 
Europe  ;  when  our  flag  claimed  respect  from  every  bel- 
ligerant,  and  commanded  a  ready  and  profitable  freight 
on  every  sea,  those  who  administered  tliis  Government, 
still  folh)wingthe  policy  that  gave  life  to  our  navigation, 
never  even  agitated  the  question  of  increasing  the  duties 
on  these  articles  so  important  to  that  interest.  No,  sir, 
it  was  not  until  after  that  war  that  the  hand  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  laid  on  the  tonnage  interest  of  the  countrj'. 
The  first  act  was  to  abolish  all  discriminating  duties :  the 
next  to  form  a  new  UriflT.  Against  the  first  our  merchants 
did  not  remonstrate.  Conscious  that  American  enter- 
prise, if  left  free,  could  engage  successfully  in  competi- 
tion with  that  of  any  other  nation,  they  yielded  to  the 
views  of  the  Government,  in  this  particular,  without  re- 
monstrance or  complaint.     In  the  other  measure  they 
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did  not  acquiesce  with  so  much  readiness.  They  saw,  or 
Chought  they' saw,  the  germ  of  anew  principle,  which  in 
its  growth  and  progress  might  so  change  our  national  po- 
licy as  to  embarrass  an  interest  which  had  heretofore  con- 
tributed more  than  any  other  ),o  the  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  tariff  of  1816  was,  however,  unlike  the  present 
in  its  origin,  its  provisions,  and  its  objects.  Its  origin 
was  in  Congress ;  its  provisions  were  equal ;  its  object 
was  revenue.  We  had  just  emerged  from  an  expensive 
war ;  our  national  debt  had  been  greatly  increased  {  the 
double  duties,  the  excise,  and  the  direct  taxes,  were 
about  expiring,  when  Congress,  of  its  own  mere  motion, 
iinsoliciled  fr©m  any  quarter,  directed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  prepare  and  report  an  entire  new  tariff 
of  duties.  Those  of  us  who  were  in  either  House  at 
that  time,  cannot  have  forgotten  the  masterly  manner  in 
which  that  duty  was  performed.  Facts  bearing  upon  the 
subject  were  collected  from  all  parts  of  the'  countiy « 
from  llie  seaboard,  and  the  interior  ;  from  the  merchant, 
the  agriculturist,  and  tlie  manufacturer.'  The  whole 
were  submitted  to  Congress,  and  resulted  in  the  act  of 
1816.  This  was  what  the  Senator  from  Missouri  might 
well  call  a  **  whole  tariff."  It  looked  to  the  Treasury 
and  the  interests  of  the  whole  country.  We  have' had 
no  equal  and  general  tariff  since.  The  work  has  been 
that  of  patching  and  deforming,  rather  than  improving 
the  act  of  1816. 

Take  iron,  for  instance  :  The  duty  on  that  article  in 
1816  was  nine  dollars  per  ton  ;  in  1818  it  was  increased 
to  fifteen  dollars  ;  in  1824  further  increased  to  eighteen 
dollars  per  ton  ;  and  now  the  struggle  is  to  get  it  up  to 
twenty-two  dollars  atul  fifty  cents  per  ton.  An  article 
which,  in  addition  to  its  great  use  in  ship  building,  en- 
ters into  the  constniction  of  almost  every  implement  of 
husbandry — of  almost  every  kind  of  machinery — now 
paying  an  increased  duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
that  laid  in  1816,  is  about  to  be  subjected  to  still  higher 
inrposition.  So  of  hemp :  This  article,  in  1816,  paid  a 
duly  of  thirty  dollars  per  ton  ;  in  1824  it  was  raised  to 
thirty-five;  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  carry  it  up  to  sixty 
dollars  per  ton — precisely  one  hundred  per  cent  upon 
the  duty  of  1816. 

There  is  no  nation  on  earth  that  has  gone  on  as  we  have 
for  the  last  twelve  years,  in  heaping  embarrassment  on 
our  navigation.  Tiiere  is  no  interest  that  can  stand 
against  such  heavy  and  increasing  pressure.  Do  the 
ship  owners  deserve  this  from  the  Government  ?  What 
would  have  been  the  situation  of  the  Treasury,  but  for 
the  streams  whicli  have  supplied  it  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  il^vigation  ?  What  would  liave  bten  the 
situation  of  the  navy,  but  for  the  recruits  it  had  drawn 
from  the  merchant  service  ? 

Sir,  this  bill  will  bear  with  unexampled,  I  may  say,  al- 
tnost  insupportable,  severity  upon  the  shipping  interest 
of  the  Slate  with  which  I  am  officially  connected.  That 
State  owns  174,768  tons  of  shipping.  By  calculations 
furnished  me  from  experienced  nggers  and  ship* builders, 
every  hundred  tons  of  vessel  require  four  tons  of  hemp, 
and  something  exceeding  that  quantity  of  iron.  To  con- 
struct the  amount  of  tonnage  owned  in  Maine  would 
therefore  require  upwards  of  6,988  tons  of  hemp,  and 
the  like  or  a  greater  quantity  of  iron.  The  bare  duties, 
as.  contemplated  by  this  bill,  that  must  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  upon  this  quantity  of  hemp.  Would  amount  to 
$  419,280,  and  upon  iron  to  1 157,230. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  proceed  and  show  what  will  be  the 
annual  expense  to  the  shipping  interest  of  that  State. 
It  is  estimated  that  of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  country, 
from 'one-eighth  to  one  tenth,  is  annually  lost  or  rendered 
unfit  for  employment,  either  by  decay  or  mlunne  casuali- 
ties.  To  keep  the  original  quantity  good,  there  must  be 
annually  built  a  new  supply,  equal  at  least  to  one-tcDth 


of  the  whole.  To  construct  this  new  supply  requires 
seven  hundred  tons  of  iron,  the  duties  on  which,  by  this 
bill,  would  be  $  15,750.  It  is  also  estimated  that  all  the 
manufactures  of  hemp  that  are  put  upon  a  ship,  must  be 
replaced  once  in  four  years,  in  consequence  of  decay. 
Taking  also  into  the  account  the  losses  at  sea,  this  is  not 
probably  an  extravagant  calculation.  To  do  this,  to 
keep  this  tonnage  properly  rigged  and  found,  requires 
the  annual  application  of  1,747  tons  of  hemp,  the  du- 
ties on  which,  as  contemplated  to  be  increased  by  this 
bill,  will  ;imouut  to  $  104,820,  making  an  aggregate  of 
1 120,570  tax  on  the  ship  owners  of  Maine,  jinnually,  in 
the  form  of  duties,  merely,  on  the  articles  of  hemp  and 
iron  used  in  the  construction  of  vessels — a  sum  much  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  civil  expenditure  of  that  State. 

We  liave  been  told  this  is  to  be  an  equal,  a  "  whole 
tariff;"  that  it  is  a  great  system  for  the  behefit  of  the 
whole  ;  and  whatever  of  burthen  may  be  involved  in 
it,  must  be  borne  equally  by  all.  I  assent  most  fully 
to  the  principle  of  equaUty  of  burthens  ;  but  I  deny  pre- 
emptorily  that  there  is  any  thing  of  equality  in  the  bill 
under  discussion.  It  has  been  asserted  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Marks,]  that  the  country  is  to  be  benefitted  to  the  amount 
of  four  millions  of  dollars — and  that  his  State  would  de- 
rive a  larger  share  of  this  benefit  than  any  other.  Sir,  I 
have  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  I  admit  that  portions  of  this 
community  are  to  be  benefitted  \  but  it  wiH  be  to  the 
serious  injury,  if  not  the  ruin,  of  great  and  important 
interests  in  other  sections  of  the  countty. 

Let  us  bring  this  **  equal  tariff"  to  the  test :  What  pro- 
portion of  the  four  millions  of  which  the  Senator  speaks 
is  to  fall  to  the  share  of  Maine  ?  And  what  particular 
branch  of  her  industry  is  to  be  benefitted  ?  Is  it  her 
lumber  trade  ?  Is  it  her  fislieries  ?  Is  it  her  tonnage  in- 
terest ?  No,  sir ;  all  these  arc  to  be  .taxed^^everelj 
taxed — while  Pennsylvania,  with  a  few  other  States,  is 
to  derive  the  benefit.  Within  the  State  of  Maine  are 
twelve  collection  districts,  the  aggregate  of  whose  ton- 
nage is  upwards  of  174,000  tons.  It  has  been  shown  to 
what  extent  this  is  to  be  embarrassed  and  taxed.  The 
whole  tonnage  of  Pennsylvania  is  but  73,000  tons,  less 
than  that  of  Maine  by  more  than  100,000  tons.  This^ 
then,  is  to  be  the  operation  of  the  "  equal  tariff:"  Penn- 
sylvania is  to  derive  benefit,  and  Maine  to  pay  for  it. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion-  much  has  been  said 
about  the  origin  of  this  great  system.  It  has  been  re- 
peatedly charged  upon  the  Eastern  or  New  England 
Stated  {  and  it  has  as  often  been  asserted,  that,  as  New 
England  projected  the  measure,  as  she  got  up  the  excite- 
ment, she  ihust  pay  for  it ;  that  the  bill  must  be  so  mo- 
dified as  to  bear  adversely  upon  her  interesUs  imd  be  car- 
ried at  her  expense. 

Now,  sir,  I  deny  both  tlie  assertion  and  the  inference. 
I  deny  that  the  New  England  States^  generally,  and  es- 
pecially that  Blaine  had  any  exclusive  agency  in  originat- 
ing or  promoting  ^he  measure.  I  denjr  that  we  are  an- 
swerable, either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  its  origin  or  its 
progress.  When  this  doctrine  of  protection  was  first  ad- 
vanced, in  no  part  of  this  Union  did  it  find  more  zealous 
advocates  than  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  Were 
a  State  now  to  be  named  that  has  done  more  than  any 
other  to  bring  this  subject  before  Congress  and  the  Amer- 
ican People,  that  State  wonld  be  found  west  of  the  Hud- 
son. 1  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  particularly  the 
Senators  from  Pennsylvania,  to  what  has  been  done  in 
that  State.  Who  originated  the  Convention  at  Harris- 
burg,  to  which  this  measure  is  to  be  directly  traced,  and 
which,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  has  been  eulogized 
as  *<  the  most  enlightened  and  intelligent  body  that  were 
ever  assembled  in  tliis  country  1  '*  Was  it  either  of  the 
New  England  States?  No,  sir  $  it  was  the  ••  Pennsylva- 
nia Society  for  the  promotion  of  Manufactures  and  Me* 
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ehanic  Arts."  1  will  not  mention  names,  but  will  merf  ly 
point  the  attention  of  g'entlemen  to  a  single  individual  in 
Philadelphia  who  has  been  laboring  wiUi  ability  on  this 
subject  for  years,  and  who  has  done  more  with  his  pen  to 
promote  what  is  called  the  "American  Sy&tem,"  tlmn  has 
been  done  by  any  individual  or  association,  in  either  or 
all  of  4he  six  Eastern  States.  Proceeding  further  south, 
to  Maryland,  and  what  has  been  done  there  ?  The  pen 
and  the  press  in  the  hands  of  an  able  and  distingttished 
editor  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  have  probably  accomplish- 
ed more  than  in  all  the  other  cities  in  the  Union.  1 
speak  with  high  respect  of  these  individuals.  *  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  doubt  the  purity  of  their  motives,  or  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  opinions.  They  are  high  minded  men, 
who,  when  w^e  were  involved  in  war,  came  forward  man- 
tiiUy  and  advocated  the  cause  of  the  country.  One  of 
them  did  much  by  the  influence  of  a  woi-k  which  he 
^^ublished  in  those  doubtful  times,  to  confirm  the  minds 
of  the  People  and  uphold  their  true  interests.  These 
men  may  well  be  called  the  fathers  of  the  system. 

Having  thus  shown ,  I  think,  that  whatever  of  excite- 
ment may  have  been  raging  through  the  country,  is  not 
chargeable  to  New  England — 1  will  now  speak  of  Maine. 
That  State  had  no  representation  in  the  Harrrsburg  Con- 
vention. She  has  not  petitioned  for,  but  has  remonstrat- 
ed against,  any  change  m  the  existing  tariflT.  Her  memo 
rials  are  now  on  our  tables.  She  has  not  been  excitable 
on  thb  subject.  As  a  further  evidence  of  her  feehng,  T 
refer  to  the  vote  of  her  Uepresentatives  in  the  last  Con- 
gress, on  the  ••  woollen  bill."  Sir,  of  all  the  New  Eng- 
land votes  that  were  given  against  that  bill  in  the  House 
at  the  last  session,  four-Bflhs  were  from  Maine.  Her 
course  still  remains  unchanged,  and  against  this  hill  she 
has  given  an  unanimous  vote.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  gentle- 
men wjio  avow  their  intention  of  passing  this  bill  in  a 
>hape  to  bear  severely  on  the  Easiern  States,  and  such 
avowal  has  been  made  and  reiterated,  to  consider  what 
they  are  about  to  do.  Will  its  operations  be  equal,  even 
there  ?  A  stronger  illustration  cannot  be  given  tlian  by 
a  statement  of  facts.  It  has  been  shown  that  its  pressure 
will  be  most  severe  upon  the  commercial  interest  in  con- 
nexion with  lumber  and  the  fisheries.  What  is  the  compar- 
ative tonnage  of  the  Eastern  States  }  Maine  has  174,000 
tonsj  New  Hampshire  only  24,000;  Rhode  Island  37,- 
000  ;  Connecticut  48,000  ;  Vermont  none.  I  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  these  facts,  furnishing  proof 
unanswerable,  of  the  unequal  and  severe  operation  of 
this  *'  system,"  even  among  neighboring  and  contiguous 
States. 

Mr.  President:  The  continual  scramble  that  is  excited 
among  the  States  for  the  public  lands— for. extravagant 
appropriations  from  the  Treasury  for  Internal  Improve 
ments,  followed  by  this  attempt  to  increase  the  revenue 
at  the  expense  of  some  of  the  most  imporUnt  branches 
of  industry,  has  almost  made  me  a  convert  t»  a  new  opin- 
ion— ^I  do  not  sa^  to  a  new  doctrine — for  it  is  by  no  means 
certain,  but  it  is  the  doctrine  upon  which  this  Govern 
mcnt  was  founded  and  first  adm?ni3ter«cl.  I  allude  to  an 
idea  advanced  the  other  day  by  u  Senator  from  Missouri, 
that  it  may  become  expedient  to  bring  back  the  revenue 
of  the  Government  to  a  sum  barely  sufficient  for  its  sup- 
port. In  doing  this,  we  should  get  rid  of  the  almost  in- 
numerable applications  upon  which  we  arc  now  called  to 
legislate,  highly  calculated  to  produce  sectional  feelingP, 
and  sectional  votes  too.  We  should  then  remove  even 
the  suspicion  that  any  portion  of  the  revenue  drawn  from 
the  pockets  of  the  People,  in  one  section  of  the  Union, 
would  be  expended  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  another. 
It  is  by  no  means  certain  but  that,  by  a  recurrence  on 
our  part  to  the  principles  upon  which  and  the  objects  for 
which  this  as^ciation  of  States  was  formed,  this  Go- 
vernment might  again  proceed  as  harmoniously  as  it  did 
under  its  first  administration.     And  how  is  this  to  be  ac- 


complished ?  Not  by  any  unnecessary  increase  of  taxa- 
tion, more  especially  unequni  taxation.  No,  sir  ;  but  by 
drawing  no  more  from  the  People  than  the  ordinary  op- 
erations of  the  Government  require.  Ry  discharging  tile 
public  debt,  and  repealing  the  duties,  instead  of  increas- 
mg  them  on  articles  of  prime  necessity — and  by  ad- 
hering to  the  principle  that  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion are  more  safe  under  the  control  of  the  People 
than  in  possession  of  the  lYeasury.  Following  out  this 
idea,  1  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  because  it  will  increase 
the  revenue  unnecessarily ;  because  it  will  take  from  the 
People  what  the  public  service  does  iM>t  demand. 

I  have  gone  tnus  fully  into  this  subject  that  the  Se- 
nate might  see  the  nature  of  the  trade  m  which  we  are 
engaged,  the  importance  and  value  of  that  trade,  and  the 
manner  in  which  this  bill  will  operate  upon  it. 

I  have  !»hown  how  our  sliipping  interest  is  to  be  affect- 
ed, as  well  by  curtailing  its  employment  as  by  increas- 
ing its  expense.  I  have  shown  the  unequal  operation  of 
the  measure,  and  that  we  are  in  no  wise  chargeable  as 
having  originated  or  supported  it.  1  have  been  only  anx- 
ious to  discharge  my  duty  to  my  constituents,  to  present 
their  situation  fairly  to  the  Senate,  under  a  hope  that  we 
may  yet  escape  this  impending  d^n^cr. 

Maine,  sir,  has  always  been  wilhng — she  is  still  wil- 
ling—to bear  her  full  proportion  of  the  public  burthens. 
When  this  nation  was  involved  in  war  her  citizens  rallied 
rmmd  its  standard:  She  furnished  her  proportion  of 
means  for  the  Treasuiy,  of  recruits  for  the  army,  and  sea- 
men for  the  navy.  She  is  not  blest,  like  the  regions  of 
the  West,  with  a  mill  climate  and  luxuriant  soil.  If» 
therefore,  her  seamen  and  her  fishermen  whose  frrms 
have  been  upon  the  ocean,  are  driven  from  their  accus- 
tomed employment,  they  can  obtain  but  a  scanty  subsis- 
tence from  farms  on  the  land. 

I  take  leave  of  this  subject  by  atlding,  that,  if  we  arc 
let  alone— if,  by  high  duties  and  too  much  regulation, 
our  fortunes  are  'not  prostl'atcd,  and  our  enterprise  diii- 
couragcd,  we  are  a  happy,  and,  if  the  woixl  were  proper 
in  this  country,  a  loyal  People.  Such  we  wish  to  re- 
main— and,  wishiog  this,  we  cannot  look  but  with  fear 
and  deprecation  upon  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  the  prosperity  spoken  of 
as  enjoyed  by  Maine,  he  was  aware  did  exist.  But  how 
had  they  gained  all  this  prosperity  ?  lie  by  no  means 
denied  them  the  merit  of  great  enterprise  and  industry, 
but  their  commercial  prosperity  had  chiefly  arisen  out  of 
the  discriminations  in  favor  of  American  tonnage,  and  the 
protection  to  the  fislierles.  He  did  not  wish  to  impose 
any  unfair  burthen  on  any  State  ;  and  believed  tliat  it 
would  not  bear  so  heavily  on  Maine  as  the  gentleman  an- 
ticipated. The  gentleman's  calculations  as  to  iron  were 
not  correct.  The  duly  on  foreign  iron  had  obliged  the 
importer  to  reduce  the  price  of  his  iron,  or  to  be  driven 
out  of  the  market  by  the  domestic  manufacturer.  Mr.  D. 
then  alluded  to  the  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Smith. 
He  thought  that  it  was  for  the  binefit  of  a  few  persons  in 
Ualtimorp.  The  rolling  of  copper  was  so  easy  a  process 
that  it  hai-dly  deserved  the  name  of  manufacture.  He  did 
not  think  the  duiy  ou;rht  to  be  imposed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  was  very  gUd  he  had  made  his 
motion,  as  it  had  drawn  from  his  friend  from  Maine  one 
of  the  best  speeches  he  had  heanl  this  session— a  speech 
which  could  not  be  got  rid-of.  It  hung  like  a  mill-stone 
round  the  neck  of  the  gentleman  from  New-Jersey.  He 
had  said  that  it  was  from  ihe  discrininating  duties  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  ship-owners  of  Maine  :\rosc.  It  was 
not  so.  The  merchants  themselves^  when  they  found  iliey 
could  do  without  it,  came  forward  and  said  thty  could 
dispense  with  the  disprimination.  They  knew  that,,  with 
any  thing  like  equality,  they  could  compete  successfully 
with  any  fiation  But,  he  says,  the  fisheries  also  have 
contributed  to  this  prosperity.    In  this  he  wra  also  in  cr- 
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ror.  The  bounty  is  not  any  advantage  to  the  fishernian  ; 
its  operation  is  upon  the  consumption  of  salt  ;  and  when 
the  duty  upon  that  article  has  been  taken  off,  the  bounty 
has  been  removed  also.  So  that  the  argument  in  relation 
to  the  fisheries  will  not  do.  It  is  said  that  this  duty  re- 
duces the  price  of  iron— but  it  is  erroneous.  No  man 
takes  less  profit  than  he  can  get,  and  every  man  makes 
all  that  he  can.  Is  it  then  to  be  supposed  that  the  manu> 
facturer,  when  he  has  the  market  to  himself,  will  not  keep 
the  article  as  high  as  be  can  ?  Other  causes  have  opera- 
ted. The  Rail  Roads  in  England,  and  water,  instead  of 
land  callage,  in  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norway.  These 
arc  the  causes  of  the  fall  in  the  price  of  iron,  and  not  the 
moderation  of  the  domestic  manufacturer.  The  gentle- 
man thinks  my  proposition  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore.  He  seems  to  suppose  that  we  have 
copper  mines,  which  we  wish  to  work.  I  have  often 
heard  of  them,  but  beKeve  they  exist  chiefly  in  the  ima- 
gination. I  presume,  when  we  explore  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, we  shall  find  them,  and  not  before.  As  to*  the  ar- 
ticle of  copper  sheathing,  it  was  one  of  no  small  impor- 
tance, and  it  was  essential  that  it  should  be  of  a  good  qua- 
lity. Mr.  S.  concluded  by  a  statement  as  to  the  cost  of 
copper  for  «iheathing  a  vessel  of  two  hundred'tons. 

Mr.  PARinS  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  I>iCKSBsoir. 
He  considered  that  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try grew  up  from  the  wars  in  Europe,  and  the  advanta 
ges  enjoyed  by  us  in  the  carrying  trade.  And  now  I  will 
shew,  said  Mr.  P.  what  has  been  done  for  our  commer- 
cial interests.  The  very  firat  step  taken  after  the  peace, 
was  to  open  our  ports  to  all  nations,  on  their  reciproca- 
ting the  privilege.  England,  France,  and  other  countries, 
accepted  of  these  terms,  and  carried  on  a  trade  with  us 
upon  them.  I  do  not  complain  of  this,  because  we  can, 
with  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  navigators,  com- 
pete with  any  other  country  on  fair  and  equal  teniis.  It 
is  plain,  however,  that  the  statement  of  ^he  gentleman 
from  New-Jersey,  that  onr  commercial  prosperity  is  nwing 
to  discriminations  in  our  favor,  is  not  correct.  But  I  do 
complain,  tb.at,  at  that  very  time  the  tax  on  \nm  was 
brought  up  to  18  dollars,  and  that  on  hemp  to  35  dollars. 
Thus,  while  we  were  exposed  to  the  competition  of  other 
countries,  by  the  repeal  of  the  discriminating  duties  on 
tonnage,  a  burthen  was  inflicted  on  our  commerce,  by 
increasing  the  price  of  the  articles  used  in  the  building 
of  ships.  This  was  the  protection  to  the  shipping  of 
which  the  gentleman  speaks— and  this  was  all. 

Mr.  NOBLE,  in  rising,  asked  whether  it  was  proper, 
when  they  had  been  talking  about  adjournment  continu- 
ally, to  allow  themselves  to  be  detained,  on  a  single  point, 
and  a  very  trifling  point  of  the  bill.  I  said  something  the 
other  day  about  long-winded  speeches,  and  I  was  called 
to  order  for  doing  so.  I  thought  it  was  a  httle  harJ — but 
I  now  think  I  was  in  the  right  5  for  it  appears  that  we  are 
to  have  them  in  plenty.  When  you  talk  of  adjournment, 
and  predict  that  much  talking  will  prevent  it,  you  are 
stopped.  Yet  we  have  had  .splendid  speeches,  going 
hack  for  years  into  the  history  of  this  system  ;  but  we 
don't  come  to  the  point.  J  want  people  to  come  out. 
I  am  now  ready  to  vote.  I  consider  che  subject  matter 
of  much  of  this  debate  got  up  for  home  consumption..  I 
do  not  like  the  manner  in  which  this  debate  goes  on. 
Every  thing  seems  to  be  crowded  in  upon  one  point. 
We  cannot  get  along,  it  sdems,  unless,  in  considering  a 
motion  on  copper,,  we  are  to  heat  a  speecli  on  war,  peace, 
molasses,  iron,  commercial  ruin,  and  a  military  road.  I 
do  not  like  this  course — first^one  thing  is  read,  then  ano- 
ther. Mohisses  is.fixed  upon  the  bill  to  poison  it.  Maine 
is  to  bear  all  the  evil,  'i'his  is  the  burthen  of  the  song  ; 
and  the  lamentation  over  Maine  is  to  stop  the  bill  in  its 
progress.  I  hope  not.  Who  ever  dreamed  that  Maine 
could  have  borne  allthe  sins  of  New-England  ?  I  don't 
think  that  possible,  neither  do  I  think  she  will  suffer  as 


gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend.     I  wish  the  business  to 

§0  on,  without  interruption  \  and  not  the  whole  bill  be 
elayed  twenty -four  hours  upon  a  single  point. 
Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that  althoue-h  he  might  incur  the 
censtire  of  tke  gentleman  from  Indiana,  by  prolonging  the 
debate,  he  would  apologize  to  the  Senate  for  delaying 
the  question  a  few  moments.  He  sympathized  with  tbe 
gentleman  from  Maine,  in  the  oppression  which  the  bill 
threatened  to  inflict  on  that  State  ;  and  he  would  say  that 
the  burthens  with  which  she  was  threatened,  should  not 
be  imposed  with  his  [Mr.  H's]  consent  I  have,  said  Mr. 
H.  formerly  expressed  my  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of 
this  system  upon  the  South.  I  know  that  it  is  ruinous, 
that  it  is  partial,  that  it  is  unjust.  I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  entirely,  that  unless  we  come  back  to 
the  sound  principles  of  the  countiy,  which  have  so  long 
been  abandoned,  the  harmony,  the  peace,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Union  are  endangered.  In  every  view,  this 
system  is  one  of  doubtful  character.  Its  benefits  are  so 
concatenated  with  evils,  that  they  can  scarcely  be  sepa- 
rated. But  I  wouULask  of  any  gentleman  who, now  ad- 
vocates this  bill,  to  turn  to  the  act  of  1824,  and  put  his  fin- 
ger on  one  single  item  of  the  bill  which  has  benefitted  the 
South  ?  I  will  further  ask  you  to  look  at  the  bill  on  your 
table,  and  shew  me  the  item,  except  molasses,  in  which 
the  South  is  now  interested.  There  is  not  a  provision 
that  holds  out  a  shadow  of  benefit  to  us,  whilst  Penn- 
sylvania is  t«»  reap  four  millions  from  its  operation, 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  made  the  avowal 
yesterday  that  the  States  interested  in  the  articles  to  be 
protected  hy  this  bill  would  derive  advantages  from  it 
equal  to  four  millions  of  dollars.  That,  from  a  calcula- 
tion Mr.  H.  had  seen  on.  the  subject,  he  believed  that  the 
burllicns  imposed  by  the  bill  on  those  who  were  to  bear 
them,  did  not  fall  short  of  that  amount.  The  gentleman, 
after  telling  us  that  Pennsylvania  was  intei'csted  in  iron 
and  whiskey,  the  West  in  hemp,  and  New-England  in 
woollens,  had  avowed  his  determination  to  vote  for  the 
duty  on  molasses,  (although  it  entered  into  competition 
with  the  whiskey  of  Pennsylvania)  because  he  believed 
that  sacrifice  to  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  support  of 
New-England  to  the  bill,  without  which  the  bill  would 
fail,  and  the  benefit  of  the  four  millions  of  dollars  would 
be  lost.  As  a  Southern  man,  [Mr.  H,  said]  he  could  not 
stand  by  and*  witness  a  compromise  by  which  certain 
States  were  to  gahi  such  advantages  at  the  expense  of 
those  he  represented.  In  what  way  are  we  interested  in 
this  bill?  In  no  possible  manner.  Wc  are  to  suffer  all; 
to  bear  the  burthen  patiently  ;  and  to  do  this  that  other 
parts  of  the  country  may  grow  rich  upon  our  ruin  ! 

The  gentleman  from  New-Jersey,  [Mr.  DickkhsoitJ  in 
answer  to  the  complaints  of  tlic  Senator  from  Maine,  with 
respect  to  the  oppressive  operation  of  the  bill  on  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  New-England,  hud  said,  in  the  language 
of  condolence,  that  they  had  only  to  transfer  the  tax  to 
those  in  whose  service  the  New- England  bhipping  was 
employed — in  other  words,  sir,  don't  mind  the  tax,  put 
it  on  th«  South,  make  them  pay  for  it.  This  is  the  prin- 
ciple throug':out.  The  South  jnust,  and  does,  pay  dear- 
ly indeed  for  this  system  of  protection,  which  leaves  her 
unprotected. 

I  say,  sir,  that  in  this  business,  from  beginning  to  end, 
the  interests  of  the  South  have  been  sacrificed,  shame- 
fully sacrificed  !  Her  feelings  have  been  disregarded  j 
hep  wishes  slighted  ;  her  hon«>st  pride  iiisulted  !  I  s:»y 
that  this  system  has  created  discordant  feelings,  strife, 
jealousy,  and  heart -burnings,, which  never  ought  to  exist 
between  the  different  sections  of  the  same  country.  I 
repeat,  that  the  feelings  of  the  South  have  been  dlsre- 
ganled,  and  her  remonstmiices  slighted  ;  and  shall  we 
sit  coolly,  and  see  the  parties  who  arc  to  benefit  by  this 
system,  compromise  with  each  other,  while  we  are  to  be 
tiic  losers  under  all  circumstances  ?    If  the  system  be  a 
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good  one,  let  its  merits  be  fairly  tested  ;  let  it  be  acted 
upon  as  it  deserves ;  and,  if  its  operation  be  not  beneficial, 
let  it  be  abandoned.  Let  it  stand  on  its  own  merits.  On 
such  a  principle,  its  operation  would  be  less  dangerous ; 
as  it  is  at  present,  it  could  scarcely  appear  more  so. 

Mr.  B£NTON  made  a  few  remarks,  which  were  im- 
perfectly  heard.  He  was  understood  to  say  thai  the  four 
millions  of  profits  from  the  system  spoken  of  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Pennsylvania,  ceuld  not  be  distributed  over 
the  whole  country.  It  was  impossible  but  it  should  work 
partially. 

The  question  &eing  then  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  DICKBRSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  provision  levying  a  duty  of  50  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  vermicelli ;  which  was  rejected,  on  a  division — 
19  to  25. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  moved  to  strike  out  <'  30th  June," 
and  insert  "  15ili  of  SepteAiber,"  :as  the  time  at  which 
the  bill  shall  go  into  operation  t  which  having  been 
briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  McLANE,  SMITH,  of  Md. 
and  DICKERSON,  on  whose  motion  the  yeas  and  qays 
were  ordered,  the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  FOOT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
third  section. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  that  he  believed  that  the  duty  on  eve- 
ry article  in  that  section,  bore  very  bard  upon  the  com- 
mercial interest ;  and  he  therefore  wished  it  strtick  out. 
It  would  have  a  highly  injurious  operation  on  the  com- 
merce of  New-England.  The  charge  had  been  made, 
that  the  excitement  in  relation  to  this  measure  had  been 
produced  by  New-England.  The  charge  had  been  made, 
tauntingly,  he  thought,  perhaps  jocosely — and  many  re- 
marks had  been  made  in  the  course  of  debate,  which  were 
any  thing  but  palatable  to  the  members  from  New-Eng- 
land. He  was  surprised,  yesterday,  to  hear  a  gentleman 
from  North-Carolina  propose  to  give  New- England  a  dose 
of  medicine,  which,  at  least,  was  not  over  courteous.  But  a 
remark  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Missiouri, 
[Mr.  Bsktoh]  to  which  we  are  not  entitled.  He  says 
that  New -England  originated  these  tariff  bills^  and  conse- 
quently argues  that  we  must  not  complain.  This  is  not 
the  case.  As  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, relative  to  the  vote  on  the  bill,  and  the  motive 
whicii  might  induce  it,  he  Mr.  F.  should  always  vote  as 
he  considered  for  the  country,  he  hoped  without  views 
of  a  partial  nature.  He  was  averse  to  this  section  of  the 
bill  particularly.  It  laid  heavy  duties  on  articles  essential 
to  ship-building.  On  hemp,  the  tax  woidd  be  seriously 
felt,  and  yet  he  did  not  think  this  very  high  duty  would 
bring  the  domestic  article  into  use,  -On  flax,  idso,  the  duty 
was  eiorbitant,  and  he  could  see  no  competent  reason 
for  it.  On  sail  duck,  the  dutv  was  very  high  ;  at  nine 
cents  per  square  yard,  it  was  about  one  hundred  per  cent. 
But,  of  all  the  cluties,  in  all  tiie  tarifi'  bills  that  had  ever 
been  passed,  he  considered  the  duty  on  molasses  the 
most  offensive.  It  was  an  article  of  necessity  which  ought 
not  to  be  taxed.  But,  it  is  said,  that  it  was  manufactured 
into  rum,  and  on  this  ground  its  taxation  was  defended 
This  was  very  true.  But  gentlemen  should  consider  that 
it  is  already  taxed  by  this  bill,  by  the  withdrawal  of  four 
cents  drawback,  which  operated  as  four  cents  additional 
duty.  It  should  also  be  recollected  that,  by  far  the  larg- 
est quantity  of  (lie  article  ^as  used  for  domestic  purposes, 
and  that,  mixed  with  water,  it  made  a  pleasant  beverage 
for  the  laboring  classes  in  the  warm  season.  And  Congress 
ought  to  be  cautious  how  they  placed  a  high  duty  on  an 
article  from  which  nu  advantage  could  be  gained  by  any 
class  of  manufacturers,  and  which  might  be  replaced  by 
ardent  spirits.  He  coujd  not  believe  that  the  manufactu- 
rer of  whiskey  needed  this  additional  protection.  The  du- 
ty  on  molasses  was  now  about  eighty  per  centum,  and  it 


was  increased  four  cents  on  the  gallon  by  this  bill,  at 
least  so  fkr  as  concerned  the  article  converted  into  rum, 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  drawback.  He  had  been  in- 
formed yesterday,  by  the  Senator  from  New-York,  [Mr. 
Yav  Bubxn]  that  the  manufacturer  of  mm  Would  receive 
an  encouragement  from  the  duty  on  foreign  spirits.  Tliis 
Mr.  F.  thought  an  error.  The  duty  on  the  latter  will 
exclude  them  from  our  markets,  so  tliat  there  will  be  no 
competition.  But  it  is  not  for  home  consumption  that 
this  rum  is  manufactured.  It  is  exported;  and  the  ex- 
port will  be  injured,  if  not  destroyed,  by  this  high  du- 
ty on  molasses.  Besides,  the  molasses  which  ^as  gen- 
erally used  in  distillation,  is  of  the  poorest  kind — soar 
and  unfit  for  use-*and  upon  this  article  the  duty  would  be 
as  heavy  as  upon  that  which  was  worth  double  its  value. 
The  closing  remarks  of  Mr.  F.  were  not  heard  by  the 
Reporter. 

Mr.  BRANCH  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Foot. 

Mr.  MARKS  rose  to  explain  some  of  th«  expressions 
which  he  had  made  yesterday,  which  had  been  so  much 
tortured,  as  he  considered,  from  their  fair  interpretation. 
He  had  merely  intended  to  say,  he  thought  there  would 
be  no  advantage  in  the  duty  on  molasses.  It  had  been  said 
previously,  that  this  duty  would  be  of  great  advantage  to 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Western  Slates,  by  giving  a  vent 
to  their  spiriU  But  he  had  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  such 
an  effect.  He  also  said,  that  if  there  would  be  some  slight 
advantage  frcm  this  measure,  he  was  wiUing  to  forego  it, 
rather  than  to  risk  the  loss  of  the  other  and  more  benefi- 
cial effects  of  the  bill.  He  thought  that  the  encourage- 
ment  of  the  manufactures  would  cause  a  consumption  to 
agricultural  productions  which  would  overbalance  the 
consideration  of  the  tax  on  molasses.  He  made  some  fur- 
ther remarks  upon  the  effects  which  the  enc«iragen»ent 
of  manufactures  would  produce  in  reducing  the  price  of 
commodities,  consuming  the  products  of  the  country. 
He  observed  that  the  manufactures  of  the  country  already 
made  use  of  one-fourth  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  H  AYNE  said,  he  had  replied  solely  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  made  yesteniay.  He  had  then  made 
use  of  but  two  arguments—the  one,  that  they  had  bet- 
ter relinquish  the  du^  on  molasses,  rather  than  endanger 
the  bill :  and  the  other,  that  the  duty  was  not  recommend- 
ed by  the  Hairisburg  Convention.  In  this  latter  point, 
he  was  then  corrected  by  his  colleague,  who  read  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Convention,  rccommendiiig  the  duty.  As 
to  the  new  ai^ument  that  the  high  rale  of  duties  would 
not  enhance  the  prices  of  commodities,  he  would  ask, 
why  then  does  not  the  gentleman  vote  for  the  duty 
on  molasses  >  By  his  own  theory,  the  people  of  New- 
England  could  suffer  no  injury  by  it.  If  the  gentleman 
is  as  unfoKunate  in  all  his  facts,  as  in  tliat  in  relation  to 
cotton,  they  cannot  be  much  depended  upon.  He  says, 
that  the  manufacturers  now  consume  one-third  of  the 
c«tton  produced  in  the  country.  This  was  an  error.  Mr. 
H.  could  prove  to  the  gentleman,  and  would  do  it  at  a 
proper  time,  that  not  more  than  one-fifth  wa»  so  con- 
sumed. 

Mr.  MARKS  said  that  the  gentleman  could  not  liave 
forgotten  that  he  remarked,  yesterday,  in  giving  his  rea- 
sons for  opposing  the  duty  on  molasses,  that  he  doubted 
the  capacity  of  the  manufacturers  to  supply  the  consump- 
tion of  the  countr>'^  It  wa%  therefore,  a  different  case 
from  a  manufactory  which,  with  encouragement,  might 
take  the  place  of  the  foreign  article. 

Mr.  FOOT  replied  briefly  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
Brahch,  to  which 

Mr.  BRANCH  rejoined. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  a  few  words,  and  alluded  to  some  re- 
marks made  yesterday  by  Mr.  RowAir. 

Mr.  ROWAN  rose  to  reply.  Af^er  a  few  remarks,  he 
said,  that,  to  come  back  to  the  woollens,  he  would  ask 
what  was  the  origin  of  the  Unrrisburg  Convention  ?  and 
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who  created  the  excitement  ?  It  was  known  that  the 
sole  object  of  that  convention  was  not  manufactures.  It 
was,  althuug-h  people  did  not  like  to  speak  out,  got  up 
for  political  purposes.  He  would  ask  how  many  Jackson 
men  were  in  that  convention  ?  It  was  true  that  the  jjeo- 
ple  of  New  England  were  interested  in  every  article 
protected  by  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of  those  articles 
in  the  section  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  strike  out. 
He  believed  that  the  people  of  New  England  had  collect- 
ed for  the  last  tliree  years  a  tax  of  four  millions  <»n  the 
Southern  and  Western  people  in  the  articles  of  clothing. 
They  ought  to  bear  their  share  of  these  burthens.  It 
might  be  said  tliat  the  clothing  was  necessary,  and  must 
be  had  in  time  of  war.  So  were  flax,  and  hemp,-  and 
iron.  They  must  be  had  for  our  ships.  He  was  against 
the  bill  on  principle.  Manufactures  produced  wealth, 
and  wealth  unequally  distributed,  as  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence, held  by  few,  produced  aristocracy,  and  aristocra. 
cy  sapped  the  foundation  of  free  institutions.  Thus  he 
argued,  that  inordinate  protection  to  manufactures  was 
dangerous  to  the  best  interesU  of  the  country. 

Fbidat,  Mat  9,  1828. 
ADJOURNMENT   OF  CO.'iGRESS. 

Mr  BERRIEN  moved  that  the  message  from  the 
other  House  relative  to  the  adjournnient  be  taken  up  ; 
agreed  to. 

Mr  BERKIEN  had  no  intention  to  discuss  the  question. 
But  he  thought  it  but  decorofis  to  consider  the  question. 
He  trusted  there  was  no  objection  to  fixing  upon  the 
day,  nor  was  it  probable  tliat  a  later  period  would  be  de- 
cided upon  by  the  Senate .  He^  therefore,  moved  that 
the  Sehate  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, directing  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
Houses  to  adjourn  on  the  26th  of  May.  He  would  not 
anticipate  any  discussion,  and  should  say  nothing  farther, 
unless  the  motion  were  opposed 

Mr.  DICKERSON  thought  a  fortnight's  notice  of  ad- 
journment was  sufficient,  and  tliat  would  be  had  by  con- 
curring in  the  resolution  on  Monday  next.  He  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  concurring  -,  which  was  sustained. 

Mr  JOHNSON  of  Ken.  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  no 
man  believed  the  Senate  could,  Or  would,  or  ought  to  sit 
longer  than  the  26th  May.  It  would  bean  advantage  to 
know  how  many  days  the  Senate  was  to  sit,  and  would, 
he  thought,  expedite  the  business. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  said,  that  he  voted  the  other  day 
against  the  resolution,  and  he  would  now  state  his  rea- 
son for  having  done  so.  The  State  of  Alabama  was 
deeply  interested  in  a  bill  which  had  been  three  years 
before  Congress,  and  had  now  been  acted  upon  by  the 
other  House.  For  this  reason  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  a  few  days  since.  He  should  now  vote  for  it. 
He  could  not  but  remark  that  the  friends  of  the  Tariff 
bill  seemed  to  look  upon  any  motion  to  adjourn  as  a  trea- 
sonable  act.  This,  however,  was'  no  argument  with  him, 
and  he  was  now  in  fiivor  of  fixing  the  time  for  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose  to  say,  that  he,  for  one,  did  not 
come  under  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
although  he  was  a  friend  of  t,he  Tariff. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  that,  as  he  did  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  take  the  final  question  on  the  resolution  at  pre- 
sent, he  would  move  to  lay  the  message  and  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  « 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

DEPORTED  SLAVES. 

On  motion  of  Mr  TYLER,  the  bill  to  settle  the  claims 
of  individuals  provided  for  by  the  1st  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent  was  taken  up,  and  the  proviso  offered  yester- 
day by  .Mr.   Jo HarsToir,  of  Louisiana,   being  under  con. 


sideration,  Mr.  TYLER  spoke  at  great  length  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DICKERSON, 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

TARIFF    BILL. 

Th  e  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then  Uken  up, 
being  the  bill  altering  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  im- 
porU  ;  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  to  strike  out  the  3d  sec« 
tion  still  pending. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  divide  the  question  so  as 
to  take  tlie  vote  on  each  item  embraced  bv  the  section, 
separately. 

Afler  some  slight  conversation,  Mr.  FOOT  withdrew 
his  motion  ;  which  was  renewed  by  Mr.  WEBSTER. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  renewed  his  motion  to  divide  the 
question  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  then  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  fa- 
vor of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  :— T^  subject  is  surrounded 
with  embarrassments,  on  all  sides.  Of  itself,  however 
wisely  or  temperately  treated,  it  is  full  of  difficulties,  and 
these  difficulties  have  not  been  diminished  by  the  partic- 
ular frame  of  this  bill,  iior  by  the  manner,  hitherto  pur- 
sued, of  proceeding  with  it.  A  diversity  of  interest  ex- 
ibts,  or  is  supposed  to  exist,  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. This  is  one  source  of  difficOlty.  Diflerent  opinions 
are  entertained  as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress ;  this  is  another.  And  tlien,  again,  different  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  have  instructions,  which  tliey  feel 
bound  10  obey,  and  which  clash  with  one  another  .We 
have  this  morning  seen  an  Honorable  Member  from  New 
York,  an  important  motion  being  under  consideration, 
lay  his  instructions  on  the  Table,  and  point  to  them,  as 
his  power  of  attorney,  and  as  containing  the  directions  for 
his  votc^ 

Those  who  intend  to  oppose  this  bill,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  all  or  any  forms,  care  not  how  objec- 
tionable it  now  is,  or  how  bad  it  may  be  made.  Others, 
finding  their  own  leading  objects  satisfactorily  secured 
by  it,  naturally  enough  press  forward,  without  staying  to 
consider,  deliberately,  Iiow  injuriously  other  interests  may 
be  affected.  All  these  causes  create  embarrassments,  and 
•inspire  just  fears,  that  a  wise  and  useful  result  is  hardly 
to  be  expected.  There  seems  m,  strange  disposition  to 
run  the  hazaiU  of  extremes  $  and  to  forget,  that  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  measure,  proportion,  and  degree,  are  objects 
of  inquiry,  and  the  true  rules  of  judgment.  1  iiave  not  had 
the  slightest  wish  to  discuss  the  measure  ;  not  believing 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  any  good  could  be 
done  by  me,  in  (hat  way.  But  the  frequent  declarations 
that  this  was  altogether  a  New  England  measure,  a  bill 
for  securing  a  monopoly  to  the  capiulisu  of  the  North, 
and  other  expressions  of  a  similar  nature,  have  induced 
me  to  say  a  few  words. 

New  England,  Sir,  has  not  been  a  leader  in  this  poli- 
cy.  On  the  contrary,  she  held  back,  herself,  and  tried 
to  hold  others  back  from  it,  from  tlie  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  1824.  .  Up  to  1824,  she  was  accused  of  sinis- 
ter and  selfish  designs,  becausa  she  discountenanced 
the  progress  of  this  policy.  It  was  laid  to  her  charge, 
then,  that  having  established  her  manufactures  herself, 
she  wished  that  others  should  not  have  the  power  of  rival- 
ling her  ;  and,  for  that  reason,  opposed  all  legislative  en- 
couragement. Under  this  angry  denunciation  against 
her,  the  act  of  1824  passed.  Now  the  imputation  is  pre- 
cisely of  an  opposite  character.  The  present  measure  is 
pronounced  to  be  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  New 
England  \  to  be  brought  forward  by  her  agency,  and  de- 
signed to  gratify  the  cupidity  of  her  wealthy  establish- 
ments. 

Both  charges.  Sir,  are  equally  without  the  slightest 
foundation.  The  opinion  of  New  England,  up  to  1824, 
was  founded  in  the  conviction,  that,  on  the  whole,  it 
was  wisest  aod  best,  both  for  herself  and   others,  that 
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manufactures  should  make  liaste  slowly.  She  felt  a  re- 
Ipctance  to  trust  great  interesis  on  the  foundation  of 
Government  patronage;  for  who  could  tell  how  long 
such  patronage  would  last,  or  with  what  steadiness,  skill, 
or  perseverance,  it  would  continue  to  be  granted  ?  11  is 
now  nearly  fifteen  years,  since,  among  the  first  things 
which  I  ever  ventured  to  say  here,  was  the  expression  of 
a  serious  doubt,  whetlier  this  Government  was  titled  by  its 
construction,  to  administer  aid  and  protection  to  particular 
pursuits  ;  whether,  having  called  such  pursuits  into  being 
by  indicalions  of  its  fiivor  it  would  not,  afierwai  ds,  desert 
them,  when  troubles  come  upon  them,  and  leave  them  lo 
their  fate.  Whether  this  prediction,  the  result,  certainly, 
of  chance,  and  not  of  sagaciiy>  will  so  soon  be  fulfilled,  re- 
;njalns  U  be  seen. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  true,  that  from  the  y&ry  first 
commencement  of  the  Government,  those  who  have  ad- 
ministered  its  concerns  have  held  a  tone  of  encourage- 
ment and  invitation  toward  those  who  shoukl  embark  in 
manufactures.  All  the  Presidents,  I  bel  eve,  without  ex- 
ceptionhave  concurred,  in  this  general  sentiment?  and  the 
very  first  ACt  of  Congress,  laying  duties  of  impost,  adopt- 
ed the  then  unusual  expedient  of  a  preamble,  apparently 
for  little  other  purpose  than  that  of  declaring,  that  the  du- 
ties, which  it  imposed,  were  imposed  for  the  encourage- 
ment arid  protection  of  manufactui-es.  When,  at  tlus  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war,  duties  were  doubled,  we  were 
told  that  wesliould  find  a  mitigation  of  the  weight  of  taxa- 
tion  in,  the  new  aid  and  succour  which  would  be  thu«  af- 
forded to  our  own  manufacturing  labor.  Like  arguments 
were  urged,  and  prevailed,  but  not  by  the  aid  of  New  Eng- 
land votes,  when  the  Uriff  was  afterwai'ds  arnmged  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  in  1816.  Finally,  atXera  wiiole  winter's 
deliberation,  the  act  of  1824,  received  the  sanction  ot 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  settled  the  policy  of  the 
country.  What,  then,  was  New  England  to  do  ?  She 
was  fitted  for  manufacturing  operations,  by  the  amount 
and  character  of  her  population,  by  her  cai>»tal,  by  'the 
vigor  and  energy  of  her  free  labor,  by  the  skill,  econo- 
my, enterprise,  and  -perseverance  of  her  people.  1  re- 
peal, what  was  she,  under  these  circumstances,  to  do  ? 
A  great  and  prosperous  rival  in  her  hear  neighboihood, 
threatening  to  draw  from  her  a  part,  perhaps  a  great 
part,  of  her  foreign  commerce  ;  was  she  to  use,  or  to  ne- 
glect, those  other  Hieans  of  seeking  her  own  prosperity 
which  belonged  to  her  character  and  her  condition  ? 
Was  she  to  hold  out,  forever,  a^inst  the  course  of  the 
Government,  and.  see  herself  losing,  on  one  side,  and  yet 
making  no  efl'orl's  to  sustain  herself  on  the  other  ?  No 
Sir.  Nothing  was  left  to  New  Englaml.  after  the  act  of 
1824,  but  10  conform  herself  to  the  will  of  others.  Noth- 
ing was  left  to  her,«but  to  consider  that  the  Government 
had  fixed  and  determined  its  own  policy  ;  and  that  policy 
was  protection.  .        ,         . 

New  England,  poor.  In  some  respects,  m  others,  is  as 
wealthy  as  her  neighbors.  Her  soil  would  be  held  in  low 
estimation,  by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  valley 
s  of  the  Mississippi,  and  some  of  the  meadows  of  the  South. 
But  in  industry,  in  habits  of  labor,  skill,  and  in  accumu- 
lated capital,  the  fruit  of  two  centuries  of  industry,  she 
may  be  said  to  be  rich.  After  this  final  declaration— this 
solemn  promulgation  of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  I 
again  ask,  what  was  she  to  do  ?  Was  she  to  deny  her- 
self the  use  of  her  advantages,  natural  and  acquired  ? 
Was  she  lo  content  herself  with  useless  regrets  >  Was  she 
longer  to  resist,  what  she  could  no  longer  prevent  /  Or, 
was  she,  rather  to  adapt  her  acta  to  her  condition  ;  and 
seeing  the  policy  of  the  Government  thus  settled  and  fix- 
ed, to  accommodate  to  it,  as  well  as  sne  could,  her  own 
pursuits,  and  her  own  industry  ?  Every  man  will  see  that 
she  had  no  option.  Every  man  will  confess  that  there  re- 
mained for  her  but  one  course.  She  not  only  saw  this 
hei-belf,  but  had,  all  along,  foretteen  that  if  the  system  of 


protecting  manufactures  sliould  be  adopted,  she  must 
go  largely  into  them.  1  believe.  Sir,  almost  every  man 
from  New  England  who  voted  Rgainst  the  law  of  1824, 
declared,  that,  if  notwithstanding  his  opposition  to  that 
law,  it  should  pass,  there  would  be  no  alternate  e  but  to 
consider  the  course  and  policy  of  the  Government  as  tl)en 
settled  and  fixed,  and  to  hci  accorlingly.  The  law  did 
pass  ;  and  a  vast  increase  of  investment  in  manufacturing 
establishments  was  the  consequence.  Those  who  made 
sucli  investments,  probably  entertained  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  as  much  as  was  promise<l  would  be  effectually 
granted  \  and  that  if,  owing  to  any  unforeseen  occurence, 
or  untoward  event,  the  benefit  designed  by  the  law,  to 
any  branch  of  manufactures,  should  not  be  realized,  it 
would  furnish  a  fair  case  for  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment. Certainly  they  could  not  expec%  after  what  had 
passed,  that  interests  of  great  magnitude  would  be  left 
at  the  mercy  of  the  very  tirsi  change  of  circumstances 
which  might  occur. 

As  a  general  remark,  it  mav  be  said,  that  the  mterests 
concerned  in  the  act  of  1824,  did  not  complam  of  their 
condition  under  it,  excepting  only  those  connected  with 
the  woollen  manufactures.  These  did  complain  ;  not  so 
much  of  the  act  itstjf,  as  of  a  new  state  of  circumstances, 
unforeseen  when  the  law  passed..but  which  liad  now  aris- 
en to  thwart  its  beneficial  operations,  as  to  them ;  although 
in  one  respect,  perhaps  the  law  itself  was  thought  to  be 
unwisely  framed. 

Three  causes  have  been  generally  stated,  as  having 
produced  ihe  disappointment  experienced  by  the  man- 
ufacturers of  wool,  under  the  law  of  1824.  . 

First,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  price  of  the  raw  material 
had  been  raised  too  high,  by  the  act  itself.  This  y^oxnt 
had  been  discussed  at  the  time,  and  although  opinions 
varied,  the  result  so  far  as  it  tlepended  on  this  part  ct 
the  case,  though  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  unexpect- 
ed,  was  cei-tainly  not  entirely  unforeseen.* 

Dut,  seconJly,  llie  manufacturers  imputed  their  disap- 
pointment to  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  wool  in  England, 
which  took  place  just  about  the  date  of  the  law  of  1824. 
This  reduction  was -produced  by  lowering  the  duty  on 
imported  wool  from  sixpence  sleriin|f  to  one  penny  ster- 
ling per  pound.  The  effect  of  this  is  obvious  enough  ; 
but  in  order  to  stfc  the  real  extent  of  the  reduction,  it 
maybe  convenient  to  slate  the  matter  more  parttculnrly. 
The  meaning  of  our  Uw  was  doubtless  to  give  the 
American  raanufiicturer  an  advantage  over  his  English 
competitors.  Protection  must  mean  this,  or  it  means 
nothing.  The  English  manufacturer  having  certain  ;ad- 
vantages,  on  his  side,  such  as  the  lower  price  of  labor, 
and  the  lower  interest  of  money,  the  object  of  our  law 
was  to  counteract  tlicse  advantages,  by  creating  others, 
in  behalf  of  the  American  manufacturer.  Therefore  to 
see  what  was  necessary  lo  be  done,  in  order  that  the 
American  manufacturer  might  sustain  the  competition,  a 
relative  view  of  the  respective  advantages  was  to  be  ta- 
ken. In  this  view  the  very  first  element  to  be  consider- 
ed was,  what  is  to  each  party  the  cost  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial. On  this,  the  whole  must  materially  tlcpend.  Now 
when  the'  law  of  1824  passed,  the  English  manufacturer 
paid  a  duty  of  sixpence  sterling  on  imported  wool.  But 
in  a  few  days  alterwards,  the  duty  was  reduced  by  par- 
liament from  sixpence  to  a  penny.  A  reduction  of  live 
pence  per  pound,  in  the  price  of  wool,  was  estimated  in 
Parliament  to  be  equal  to  a  reduction  of  twenty  six  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  all  imported  wool ;  and  this  reduc- 
tion, it  is  obvious,  had  its  effect  on  ihe  price  of  home-pro*. 

•  Extract  fttim  Mr.  W«b»ter'«  Speech,  un  ihc  Tanff  of  i«M.  "  Tbu 
Bill  nroiio«f«,  al««,  a  rtfry  hiKh  duly  upon  imporicd  wool  ;  "^l*  *■  "5 
%»  I  can  learn,  a  mwority  of  the  manufkcttircrs  are  at  lea«t  eatren«> 
l>  doubtftil  whether,  taking  «he«s  two  provisiona  together,  »e  ataie  at 
the  law  ia  not  heller  for  tli«n  now  than  It  wouW  be  if  ihi»  talltkould 
p«M." 


753 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


754 


Mit  9,  1828.] 


Tariff  Bill. 


[SENATE- 


duced  woo)  aUo.  Almost,  then,  at  the  very  moment, 
that  the  framers  of  the  act  of  1824^  were  raising  the  price 
of  the  raw  mkterial  here,  as  that  act  did  raise  it,  it  was 
l^owered  in  Eng-Iund,  by  I  lie  very  g^eat  reduction  of  twen- 
ty six  per  cent.  Of  course,  this  changed  the  whole  basis 
of  the  calculation.  It  wrought  a  complete  change  in  the 
relative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  English  and 
American  competitora  ;  and  threw  the  preponderance  of 
advantage,  most  decidedly  on  the  side  of  trie  English.  If 
the  American  manufacturer  had  not  vaslly  too  great  a  pre- 
ference, before  this  reduction  took  place,  it  is  clear  he 
had  too  little  afterwards. 

In  a  paper  which  has  been  presented  to  the.  Senate, 
and  often  referred  to  ;  a  paper  distinguished  for  the  abil 
ity  and  clearness  with  which  it  enforces  general  princl 
pies— ^the  Boston  Report — it  is  clearly  proved,  (what  in- 
deed is  sufficiently  obvious  from  the  mere  comparison  of 
dates)  that  the  British  Government  did  not  reduce  its 
duty  on  wool,  because  of  our  act  of  1824.  Certainly  this 
is  tnie  ;  but  the  effect  of  that  reduction,  on  our  manufac- 
tures, was  the  same  precisely  as  if  the  British  act  had 
been  designed  to  operate  against  them,  and  for  no  other 
purpose.  I  think  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  our  law  of 
1824^  and  the  reduction  of  the  wool  duty  in  England, 
taken  togetjier,  left  our  manufsictures  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  they  were  before.  If  there  was  any  reasonable 
ground  therefore,  far  passing  the  law  of  1824,  there  is 
now  the  same  ground  for  some  other  measure  \  and  this 
ground  loo  is  reinforced  by  the  consideration  of  hopes 
excited,  the  enterprises  undertaken,  and  the  capital  in- 
vested, in  consequence  of  that  law. 

So  much,  Sir,  for  this  cause  of  disappointment. 
In  the  last  place,  it  was  alleged  by  the  manufacturers, 
that  they  suffered  from  the  mode  of  collecting  the  duties 
on  woollen  fabrics  at  the  Custom  Houses.  These  duties 
are  ad  valorem  duties.  Such  duties  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  government,  have  been  estimated  by  refer- 
ence to  the  invoice,  as  fixing  the  value  at  the  place 
whence  imported.  When  not  suspected  to  be  false  or 
fraudulent,  the  invoice  is  the  regular  proof  of  value. 
Originally  this  was  a  tolerably  safe  mode  of  proceeding. 
While  the  importation  was  mainly  in  the  hands  of  Amei-- 
ican  merchants,  the  invoice  would,  of  course,  if  not  false 
or  fraudulent,  ezpreas  tenns  and  the  price  of  an  actual 
purchase  and  sale.  But  an  invoice  is  not  necessarily  an 
mstrument  expressing  the  sale  of  goods  and  tlieir  prices. 
If  there  be  but  a  list  or  catalogue,  with  prices  stated  by 
way  of  estimate,  it  it  is  still  an  invoice,  and  within  the 
law.  Now  the  suggestion  is,  that  the  English  manufac- 
turer, in  making  out. an  invoice,  in  which  prices  are  thus 
stated  by  himself,  in  the  way  of  estimate  merely,  is  able 
to  obtain  an  important  advantige  over  tlie  American  mer- 
chant who  purchases  in  the  same  market,  and  whose  in- 
voice states,  consequently,  the  actual  prices,  on  the  sale. 
And  in  proof  of  this  suggestion  it  is  alleged,  that  in  the 
largest  importing  city  in  the  Union,  a  very  great  propor- 
tion, some  say  nearly  all,  of  tlie  woollen  fabrics  are  im- 
ported on  foreign  accounts.  The  various  papers  which 
have  come  before  us,  praying  for  a  tax  on  auction  sales, 
aver  that  the  invoice  of  the  foreign  importer  is  generally 
decidedly  lower  than  that  of  the  American  importer ; 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  and  of  the  practice 
of  the  sales  at  auction,  the  American  merchant  must 
be  driven  out  of  the  tnde.  I  cannot  answer  fortiie  entire 
accuracy  of  these  statements,  but  I  have  no  doubt  there 
is  something  of  truth  in  them.  7*he  main  facts  have  been 
oflen  stated,  and  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  a  denial  of 
tljem. 

Is  it  true,  then,  that  nearly  the  whole  importation  of 
woollens  is,  in  the  largest  importing  city,  in  the  hands 
of  foreigners  }  Wit  true,  as  stated,  that  the  invoicea  of 
such  foreign  importers  are,  generally,  found  to  be  lower 
titan  those  of  tho  American  importer  }  If  these  things  be 
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so,  it  will  be  admitted  that  there  is  reason  tp  believe  that 
under- valuations  do  take  place  $  and  that  some  corrective 
for  the  evil  should  be  administered.  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  the  American  merchants  themselves,  begin  to  be- 
stow attention  to  a  subject,  as  interesting  to  them  as  it  is 
to  the  manufacturers. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  Sir,  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion was  proposed.  It  was  confined,  as  I  thought  proper* 
ly,  to  wool  and  woollens.  It  took  up  the  great  and  lead- 
ing  subject  of  complaint,  and  nothing  else. 

It  was  urged  indeed,  against  that  Bill,  that  alibougli 
much  had  been  said  of  fhiuds  at  the  custom  house,  no 
provision  was  made  in  it  for  the  prevention  of  such  frauds. 
I'hat  is  a  mistake,  The  general  frame  of  the  bill  was  such, 
that,  if  skilfully  drawn  and  adapted  to  its  purpose.  Its  ten- 
dency to  prevent  such  frauds  would  be  manifest.  By  the 
fixing  of  prices  at  successive  points  of  gfraduation,  or  min- 
imums,  as  they  sra  called,  the  power  of  evading  duties  by 
under-valuations  would  be  most  materially  restraine  1.  If 
these  points,  indeed,  were  sufficiently  distant,  it  is  obvious 
the  duty  would  assume  something  of  the  certainty  and  pre- 
cision of  a  specific  duty.  But  this  bill  failed,  and  Congress 
adjourned,  in  March  last  year,  leaving  the  subject  where  it 
liad  found  it. 

The  complaints  which  had  given  rise  to  the  bill,  con- 
tinued t  and  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  a  meeting  of 
the  wool  growers  and  wool-manufacturers  assembled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  agreed  on  a  petition  to  Congress.  I  do 
not  feel  it  necessary,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  disclaim  a  participation  in  that  meeting.  Per- 
sons of  much  worth  and  respectability  attended  it  from 
Massacliusetts,  and  its  proceedings  and  results  manifest- 
ed, I  think,  a  degree  of  temper  and  moderation,  highly 
creditable  to  those  who  composed  it. 

But  while  the  bill  of  last  year  was  confined  to  that 
which  alone  had  been  a  subject  of  complaint,  the  bill  now 
before  us  is  of  a  very  different  description.  It  proposes 
to  raise  duties  on  vai'ious  other  articles,  besides  wool  and 
woollens.  It  contains  some  provisions  which  bear,  with 
unnecessary  severity,  on  the  whole  community  j  others 
which  affect,  with  peculiar  hardship,  particular  interests  i 
while  both  of  them  benefit  nobody  and  nothing  but  the 
lYeasjry.  It  contains  provisioni,  which,  with  whatever 
motive  put  into  it,  it  is  confessed  are  now  kept  in,  for  the 
very  purpose  destroying  the  bill  altogether  ;  or,  with  the 
intent  to  compel  those  who  expect  to  derive  benefit,  to 
feel  smart  from  it  abo.  Probably  such  a  motive  of  action 
has  not  often  been  avowied. 

The  wool  manufacturera  think  they  have  made  out  a 
case,  for  the  interposition  of  Congress,  They  happen 
to  live,  principally,  at  the  north  and  east ;  and,  in  a  bill, 
professing  to  be"  for  their  relief,  other  provisions  are 
found,  which  are  supposed,  (and  supported,  because 
they  are  supposed,)  to  be  such  as  will  press,  with  pecu- 
liar hardship,  on  that  quarter  of  the  country.  Sir,  what 
can  be  expected  but  evil  when  a  temper  like  this  pre- 
vails ?  How  can  such  a  hostile  retaliatory  legislation  be 
reconciled  to  common  justice,  or  common  prudence  ? 
Nay,  sir,  this  rule  of  action  seems  carried  still  farther.  Not 
only  are  clauses  found,  and  continued  in  the  bill,  which 
oppress  particular  interests,  but  taxes  are  laid,  also,  which 
will  be  severely  felt  by  the  whole  union  ;  and  this  too 
with  the  same  design,  and  for  the  ^me  end  before  men- 
tioned, of  causing  the  smart  of  the  bill  to  be  felt.  Of 
this  description  is  the  molasses  tax  ;  a  tax,  in  my  opinion, 
absurd  ana  preposterouSf  in  relation  to  any  object  of  pro- 
tectipn  5  needlessly  oppressive  to  the  whole  community  ; 
and  benefitting  nobody  on  earth,  but  the  Treasury.  And 
yet,  here  it  is,  and  here  ii  i*  kept,  under  an  idea,  con- 
ceived in  ignorance,  and  cherished  for  a  short  lived  tri- 
umph that  New  England  will  be  deterred,  by  this  tax, 
from  protecting  her  extensive  woollen  manufactures  \  or, 
if  not,  that  the  authors  of  this  policy  may  at  least  have 
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the  pleanire,  the  high  pleasure,  of  perceiving  that  she 
feels  the  effect  of  this  bill. 

Sir,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  this  tax.  The  molasses 
imported  into  the  United  Stateit  amounts  to  Uiirteen  mil- 
tions  of  gallons  annually.  Of  this  quantity,  not  more  than 
three  niillions  are  distilled ;  the  remaining  ten  millions 
being  consumed,  as  an  article  of  wholesome  food.  The 
proposed  tax  is  not  to  be  laid  for  revenue.  That  is  not 
pretended.  It  was  not  introduced  fur  the  benefit  uf  the 
sugar  planters.  They  are  contented  with  their  present  con- 
dition, and  have  applied  for  nothing.  What  t  lien,  was  the 
object^  Sir,  the  Mnginal  professed  object,  was,  to  increase, 
by  this  new  duty  on  molasses,  tlie  consumption  of  spirits 
distilled  from  min.  This,  I  say,  was  the  object  origi- 
nally professed.  But  in  this  point  of  view,  the  measure 
appears  to  me  to  be  prepostei-ous.  It  is  monstrous  and 
out  of  all  proportion  and  relation  of  means  to  ends.  It 
proposes  to  double  the  duty  on  the  ten  millions  of  gallons 
of  molasses,  which  are  consumed  for  food,  in  order  that 
it  may  likewise  double  the  duty  on  the  three  uiillions 
which  are  distilled  into  spirits  ;  and  all  this,  for  tlie  con- 
tingent and  doubtful  purpose  of  augmenting  the  con- 
sumption of  spirits  distilled  from  grain.  I  say  contingent 
and  doubtful  purpose ;  because  I  do  not  believe  any  sudi 
effect  will  be  produced.  I  do  not  think  a  hundred  gal- 
lons more  of  bpirits,  distilled  from,  grain  will  find  a  mar- 
ket in  consequence  of  this  tax  on  molasses.  The  debate 
here  and  elsewhere  has  shown  that,  I  think  clearly. 
But  suppose  some  slight  effect  of  that  kind  should  be 
produced  ;  is  it  so  desirable  an  object,  as  that  it  should 
be  sought  by  such  means  >  Shall  we  tax  food,  to  en- 
courage  intemperance  ?  Shall  we  raise  the  price  of  a 
wholesome  article  of  sustenance,  of  daily  consumption^ 
especiaUy>mong  the  poorer  classes,  in  order  that  we  may 
ctijoy  a  mere  chance  of  causing  these  same  classes  to  u»c 
more  of  our  home  made  ardent  spirits  } 

Sir,  the  bare  statement  of  this  question  puts  it  beyond 
the  reach  of  all  argument.  No  man  will  seriously  undertake 
the  defence  of  such  a  tax-  It  is  better,  much  more  can- 
^d,  certainly,  to  admit,  as  has  been  admitted,  tliat  obnox- 
ious as  it  is,'  and  abominable  as  it  is,  it  is  kept  in  the  bill 
with  a  special  view  to  its  eflfects  on  New  England  votes, 
and  New  England  interests. 

The  bill  atoo  takes  away  all  the  drawback,  allowed  by 
existing  laws,  on  the  exportation  of  spirits  distilled  froni 
molasses  ;  and  this  it  is  supposed,  and  t-ruly  supposed, 
Mrill  affect  New  England.  It  will  considerably  affect 
her  (  for  the  exportation  of  such  spirits  is. part  of  her  trade» 
and  thougli  not  great  in  amount,  it  is  a  part  which  min 
gles  usefully  with  the  exportation  of  other  articles,  as- 
sists to  make  out  variety  of  cargo,  and  finds  a  market  in  the 
North  of  Europe,  the  Mediteranean,  and  in  South  Ameri- 
ca. This  exportation  the  bill  proposes  entirely  to  destroy. 

The  increased  duty  on  molasses,  while  it  thus  need- 
lessly and  wantonly  enhances  the*price  to  the  consumer, 
may  affect  also,  in  a  greater  or  less  de^ec,  the  importa- 
tion of  that  article,  and  be  thus  injurious  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  The  importation  of  molasses  in 
exchange  for  lumber,  provisions,  and  other  articles  of 
our  own  production,  is  one  of  the  largest  portions  of  our 
West  India  trade ;  a  trade,  it  may  be  added,  though  of 
small  profit,  yet  of  short  voyages,  suited  to  small  capitals, 
.  employing  many  hand^,  and  much  navippstion,  and  the 
earliest  and  oldest  branch  of  our  foreign  commerce. 
That  portion  of  this  trade  which  we  now  enjoy  is  con- 
ducted on  the  freest  and  most  liberal  principles.  I'he 
exports  which  sustain  it  are  from  tlie  East,  the  South,  and 
the  West^-every  part  of  the  country  having  thus  an  in- 
terest in  its  continuance  and  extension.  A  market  fur 
these  exports,  to  any  of  these  portions  of  the  country,  is 
infinitely  of  more  importance  to  it  than  all  the  benefit  to 
be  expected  from  the  supposed  increased  consumption 
of  spirits  distilled  from  grain. 


Yes,  sir,  this  tax  i^  to  be  kept  in  the  bill,  that  New 
England  may  be  made  to  feel.  Gentlemen  who  hold  it 
to  be  wholly  unconstitutional  to  lay  any  tax  what^'vcr  for 
the  purposes  intended  by  this  bill,  yet  cordiuliy  vote  for 
this  tax.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Smith]  calls  the  whole  bill  a  *<bill  of  abominations." 
This  tax,  he  agrees,  is  one  of  its  abominations — yet  he 
votes  for  it.  Both  the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina 
have  signified  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  bill,  yet  ihey 
have  both  voted  to  double  the  tax  on  molasses.  Sir,  do 
gentlemen  flatter  themselves  that  this  course  of  policy 
can  answer  their  purposes  }  Do  they  not  perceive  that 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  with  a  view  to  such  avowed 
objects,  must  awaken  a  spirit  that  shall  treat  taunt  with 
scorn,  and  bid  menace  defiance  ^  Do  they  not  know— ■ 
if  they  do  not,  it  is  time  that  iUey  did— that  a  policy  like 
this,  avowed  with  such  Self  satisfaction,  persisted  in  with 
a  delight  which  should  only  accompany  the  discovery  of 
some  new  and  wonderful  improvement  in  legislation, 
will  compel  every  New  England  man  to  feel  Uiat  he  ia 
degraded  and  debased  if  he  does  n(tt  reaist  it. 

Sir,  gentlemen  mistake  us  :  They  greatly  mistake 
us.  To  those  who  propose  to  conduct  the  aflairs  of  Go- 
vecnment,  and  to  enact  laws  on  such  principles  as  these, 
and  for  such  objects  as  these.  New  England,  be  assured, 
will  exhibit  not  submission,  but  resistance  ;  not  humilia- 
tion, but  disdain.  Against  her,  depend  on  it,  nothing  will 
be  gained  by  intimidation.  If  you  propot^e  to  suffer 
yourselves,  in  order  that  she  may  suffer  also,  she  will  bid 
you  come  on— she  will  meet  challenge  with  cliallenge— 
she  will  invite  you  to  do  your. worst,  and  your  best,  and 
to  see  who  will  hold  out  longest.  She  has  offered  you 
every  one  of  her  votes  in  the  Senate  to  strike  out  this 
tax  on  molasses.  You  have  refused  to  join  her,  and  to 
strike  it  out.  IVitli  the  aid  of  the  votes  of  any  one 
Southern  SUte,  for  example,  of  North  Carolina,  it  could 
have  been  struck  out.  But  North  Carolina  has  refused 
her  votes  for  this  purpose.  She  has  voted  to  keep  the  tax 
in,  and  to  keep  it  in  at  the  highest  rate.  And  yet,  sir. 
North  Carolina,  wlmtever  she  may  tliink  of  it,  is  fully  as 
much  inlerested  in  this  tax  as  Massachusetts.  I  think, 
indeed,  she  is  more  interested,  and  tliat  she  will  feel  it 
more  heavily  and  sorely.  She  is  herself  a  great  con- 
sumer of  the  article,  throughout  all  her  classes  of  popu- 
lation. Tliis  incre.ise  of  the  duly  will  levy  on  her  citi- 
zens a  new  tax  of  fif\y  thousand  dollars  a  year,  or  more, 
although  her  Representatives  on  this  floor  have  so  oflen 
told  us  that  the  People  are  now  poor,  and  ahready  borne 
down  with  taxes.  North  Carolina  will  feel  this  tax  also 
in  her  ti-ade^  for  what  of  foreign  commerce  has  she  more 
useful  to  lier  than  the  West  Indian  market  for  her  provi- 
sions and  lumber  ?  And  yet  the  gentlemen  from  North 
Carolina  insist  on  keeping  this  tax  in  the  bill  L.et  them 
not,  then,  complain.  Let  tliem  not,  hereafter,  call  it  the 
work  of  others.  It  is  their  own  work.  Let  them  not 
lay  it  to  the  manufacturers.  Ihe  manufacturers  have 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Let  them  not  lay  il  to  the 
woel  growers.  The  wool  growers  have  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Let  them  not  lay  it  to  New  England.  New 
England  has  done  nothing  but  to  oppose  it,  and  to  ask 
them  to  oppose  it  also.  No,  sir «  let  them  take  it  to 
themselves.  Let  them  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  own  do- 
ings.  Let  them  assign  their  motives  for  thus  taxing  their 
own  constituents,  and  abide  their  judgment ;  but  do  not 
let  them  flatter  themselves  that  New  England  cannot  pay 
a  molasses  tax  as  long  as  North  Carolina  chooses  that 
such  a  tax  shall  be  paid. 

Sir,  I  am  >ure  there  is  nobody  here  envious  of  the 
prosperity  of  New  England,  or  who  would  wish  to  see  it 
destroyed.  But  if  there  be  such  any  where,  I  cannot 
cheer  them  by  holding  out  the  hope  of  a  speedy  accom- 

{>ltshment  of  their  wishes.     The  prosperity  of  New  Eng- 
and,  like  that  of  other  paru  of  the  countiy,  may,  dpubt« 
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{  less,  be  atfTected  injuriously  by  unwise  or  unjust  laws.  It 
may  be  iinpaired,  especially  by  an  unsteady  and  shifting 
policy,  which  fosters  particular  objects  to  day,  ard  aban- 
dons them  to-morrow.  She  may  advance  faster,  or  slow- 
er; but  the  propelling*  principle,  be  assured,  is  in  her 
deep,  fixed,  and  active.  Her  cotirse  is  onward  and  for- 
wanl.  Tlie  great  powers  of  free  labor,  of  moral  habits, 
of  general  education,  of  good  institutions,  of  skill,  en- 
terprise, and  perseverance,  are  all  working  with  her,  and 
for  her ;  an<l,  on  the  small  surf;ice  which  her  population 
covers,  she  is  destin]^  I  think,  to  exhibit  striking  re- 
sults of  the  operation  of  these  potent  causes,  in  what- 
ever constitutes  the  happiness  or  belongs  to  the  ornament 
of  human  society. 

Mr.  President,  this  tax  on  molsss^s  will  benefit  the 
Treasury,  though  it  will  benefit  nobody  else.  Our  finan- 
ces will  at  least  be  improved  by  it.  I  assure  the  gentle- 
men we  will  endeavor  to  use  the  funds  thus  to  be  raised 
properly  and  wisely,  and  to  the  public  advantage.  We 
have  already  passed  a  bill  for  the  Delaware  Breakwater  ? 
another  is  before  us  for  the  improvement  of  several  of 
our  harbors  j  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  bill  has 
been  brought  into  tlie  Senate,  while  I  have  been  speak- 
ing ;  and  next  session  we  hope  to  bring  forward  ttie 
breakwater  at"  Nantucket.  These  appropriations,  sir, 
will  require  pretty  ample  means:  it  will  be  convenient 
to  have  a  well  supplied  Treasury,  and  [  state  for  the  es- 
pecial consolaticm  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  North 
Carolina,  that  so  long  as  they  choose  to  compel  their  con- 
stituents, and  my  constituents,  to  pay  a  molasses  tax,  the 
proceeds  thereof  shall  be  appropriated,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  to  valuable  national  objects,  in  userful  and  ne- 
cessary works  of  Internal  Tmprovements. 

Mr.  President,  in  what  I  have  now  said,  I  have  but  fol- 
lowed where  others  have  le<l,  and  compelled  me  to  fol- 
low. I  have  but  exhibited  to  gentlemen  the  necessary 
consequences  of  their  own  course  of  proceeding.  But 
this  manner  of  passing  laws  is  wholly  against  my  own 
judgment,  and  repugnant  to  all  my  feelings.  And  I 
would,  even  now,  once  more  solicit  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider whether  a  different  course  would  not  be  more  wor- 
thy of  the  Senate  and  more  useful  to  the  country.  Why 
should  we  not  act  upon  this  bill  article  by  article — ^judge 
fairly  of  each-^rf  tain  what  a  majority  approves — and  re- 
ject the  rest  ?  If  it  be,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
called  itf  a  **  bill  of  abominations,"  why  not  strike  out  as 
many  of  the  abominations  as  we  c^n  r  Extreme  mea 
aures  cannot  tend  to  good.  They  must  produce  mis- 
chief. If  a  prt)per  and  mo<lerate  bill,  in  regard  to 
wool  and  woollens,  had  passed  last  year,  we  should  not 
now  be  in  our  present  situation.  If  s'ich  a  bill,  extend- 
ed perhaps  to  a  few  other  articles,  if  necessity  so  requi- 
red, had  been  prepared  and  recommended  at  this  session, 
much,  both  of  excitement  and  of  evil,  would  have  been 
avoided. 

Nevertheli  ss,  sir,  it  is  for  gentlemen  to  judge  for  them- 
selves. If,  when  the  wool  manufacturers  think  they  have 
a  fair  right  to  call  on  Congress  to  carry  into  effect  wliat 
was  intended  for  them  by  the  law  of  1824,  and  when 
there  is  manifested  some  disposition  to  comply  witli  what 
they  thus  request,  the  benefit  cannot  be  granted,  never- 
theless, in  any  other  uianner  than  by  inserting  it  in  a  sort 
of  bill  of  pains  and  penalties — a  *"  bill  of  abominations," 
it  is  not  fur  me  to  attempt  to  reason  down  what  has  not 
been  reasoned  up  ;  hut  I  must  content  mysslf  with  admo 
nishing  gentlemen  that  their  policy  is  <1esiined,  in  all  pro- 
bability, t(»  terminate  in  their  own  sore  <lisappointment. 

I  advert  once  more,  Vir,  to  the  subject  of  wool  and 
woollens,  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that,  even  in  re- 
spect to  that  part  of  the  bill,  the  Interest  mainly  protect- 
ed is  not  that  of  the  manufaeturers.  On  the  contrary, 
it  is  that  of  the  wool  growers.  The  wool  grower  is  vast- 
ly more  benefitted  than  the  mauufacturer.     The  interest 


of  the  manufacturer  is  treated  as  secondary  and  subordi- 
nate throughout  the  bill.  Just  so  much,  and  no  more,  is 
done  for  him  as  is  supposed  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
purchase  and  manufacture  the  wool.  The  agricultural 
uiterest,  the  farming  interest,  the  interest  of  the  sheep 
owner,  is  the  great  object  which  the  bill  is  calculated  to 
benefit,  and  which  it  will  benefit,  if  the  manufactures 
can  be  kept  alive.  A  comparison  of  existing  duties  with 
those  proposed  on  the  wool  and  on  the  cloth,  will  show 
how  this  part  of  the  case  stands. 

At  present,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  is  laid 
on  all  wool,  costing  ten  cents  per  pound,  or  upwards  { 
and  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  all  wool  under  that  price 
The  present  bill  proposes  a  specific  duty  of  four  cents 
per  pound,  and  also  an  ad  Talorem  duty  of  fifty  per  cent, 
on  all  wool  of  every  description. 

The  result  of  the  combination  of  these  two  duties,  is, 
that  wool,  fit  for  making  good  cloths,  and  costing  from 
thirty  to  forty  cents  per  pound,  in  the  foreign  market, 
will  pay  a  duty  at  least  equal  to  sixty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. And  wool  costing  less  than  ten  cents  in  the  for- 
eign market,  will  pay  a  duty,  on  an  average,  of  a  hun- 
dred per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Now,  sir,  these  heavy  duties  are  .laid  for  the  wool  grow- 
er. They  are  designed  to  |five  a  spring  to  agriculture, 
by  fostering  one  of  Its  most  important  products. 

But  let  us  see  what  is  done  for  the  manufacturer,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  manufacture  the  raw  material,  at 
prices  so  much  enhanced. 

As  the  bill  passed  the  Housa  of  Representatives,  the 
advance  of  duties  on  cloths  is  supposed  to  have  been  not 
more  than  three  per  cent,  on  the  minimum  points.  Tak- 
ing the  amount  of  duty  to  be  now  thirty. seven  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  on  cloths,  this  bill,  as  it  came  to  us,  propos- 
ed, if  that  supposition  be  true,  only  to  carry  it  up  to 
forty.  Amendments,  here  adopted,  have  enhanced 
this  duty,  and  are  understood  to  have  carried  it  up  to  a 
duty  of  forty-five,  or  perhaps  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Taking  it  at  the  highest,  the  duty  on  the  cloth  is  raised 
thirteen  per  cent,  while  that  on  wool  is  raised  in  some 
instances  to  thirty,  and  in  some  instances  elghty-five  per 
cent.  ;  that  is,  in  one  case,  from  thirty  to  sixty,  and,  in 
the  other,  from  fifteen  to  a  hundred.  Now,  the  calcula- 
tion is  said  to  be  true  which  supposes  that  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent,  on  the  raw  material,  enhances,  by  fifteen  per 
cent.,  the  cost  of  producing  the  cloth,  tlie  raw  material 
being  estimated  |3^nerally  to  be  eaual  to  half  the  ex- 
pense of  the  fabric.  So  that  while  by  this  bill  the  man- 
ufacturer gains  thirteen  per  cent,  on  the  cloth,  he  would 
appear  to  lose  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  same  cloth,  by  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  tlic  wool.  And  this  not  only 
would  appear  to  be  true,  but  would,  I  suppose,  be  actu- 
ally true,  were  it  not  that  the  market  may  be  open  to  the 
manufacturer,  under  this  bill,  for  such  cloths  as  may  be 
furnished  at  prices  intermediate  between  the  graduated 
prices  established  by  the  bill. 

For  example  :  few  or  no  foreign  cloths,  it  is  supposed^ 
costing  more  than  fifty  cents  a  yard,  and  less  than  a  dol- 
lar, will  be  imported ;  therefore  American  cloths  worth 
more  than  fifty  cents,  and  less  than  a  dollar,  will  find  a 
market.  So  of  the  intervals  or  intermediate  spaces  be- 
tween the  other  statute  prices.  In  this  mode  it  may  be 
hoped  that  the  manufacturers  may  be  sustained  and  ren- 
dered able  to  carry  on  the  work  of  converting  the  raw 
material,  the  agricultural  product  of  the  country,  into  au 
article  necessary  and  fit  for  use.  And  this  statement,  I 
think,  sufficiently  shows  that  no  further  benefit  or  advan- 
tage is  intended  for  them,  than  such  as  shall  barely  ena- 
ble them  to  accomplish  that  purpose  $  and  tliat  the  ob- 
ject, to  which  all  others  have  been  made  to  yield,  is  the 
advantage  of  agriculture. 

And  yet,  sir,  it  is  on  occasion  of  a  bill  thus  framed, 
that  a  loud  and  ceaseless  cry  has  been  raised  against  what 
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18  called  tbe  ciipiditv,  the  avarice,  the  monopolizing^  spi- 
rit  of  New  England  manufactuKrs.  This  w  one  of  the 
main  '* abominations  of  the  bill;"  to  remedy  which,  it 
>  is  proposed  to  keep  in  the  other  abominations.  Under 
the  prospect  of  advantage  held  out  by  the  law  of  1824, 
men  have  ventured  their  fortunes  and  their  means 
of  subsistence  for  themselves  and  families,  in  woollen 
manufactures.  They  have  ventured  investments  in  ob 
jects  requiring  a  large  out-lay  of  capital,  in  mills,  houses, 
water-works,  and  expensive  machineiy.  Events  have 
occurred  blighting  their  prospects  and  withering  their 
hopes.  Events  which  have  deprived  them  of  that  de- 
gree of  succour  which  the  Legislature  manifestly  intend- 
ed. They  come  here  asking  for  relief  against  an  unfure- 
seen  occurrence — for  remedy  against  that  which  Con- 
gress, if  it  had  foreseen,  would  have  prevented.  And 
they  are  told  that  what  they  ask  is  an  abomination  !  They 
ny  that  an  interest  important  to  them  and  important  to 
the  countiy,  and  principally  called  into  existence  by  the 
Government  itself,  has  received  a  severe  shock,  under 
which  it  must  sink,  if  the  Government  will  not,  by  rea- 
sonable means,  endeavor  to  preserve  what  it  has  created. 
Am!  they  are  met  with  a  volley  of  hand  names,  a  tirade 
of  reproach^  and  a  loud  cry  against  capitalists,  specula- 
tors, and  stock-jobbers.  For  one,  1  think  them  hardly 
treated:  I  think,  and  from  the  beginning  have  thought, 
their  claim  to  be  a  lair  one.  With  how  much  soever  of 
undue  haste,  or  even  of  credulity,  they  may  be  thought 
to  have  embarked  in  these  pursuits,  under  the  hopes  held 
out  by  Government,  I  do  not  feel  it  to  be  just  that  tliey 
should  be  abandoned  to  tlieir  fate  on  the  first  adverse 
change  of  circumstances,  although  I  have  always  seen, 
and  now  see,  how  difficult,  perhaps  I  should  lather  say, 
how  impossible,  it  is  lor  Congress  to  act,  when  sush 
changes  occur,  in  a  manner  at  once  efficient,  but  dis- 
creet ;  prompt,  but  yet  moderate. 

For  these  general  reasons,  and  on  these  grounds,  I  am 
decidedljr  in  favor  of  a  measure  which  shall  uphold  and 
support,  in  behalf  of  the  manufacttirei's,  the  law  of  1824, 
and  cany  its  benefits  and  advantages  to  the  full  extent 
intended.  And  though  I  am  not  iJtogether  satisfied  with 
the  particuUr  form  of  these  enactments,  I  am  willing  to 
take  them,  in  the  belief  that  they  will  answer  an  essen- 
tially important  and  necessary  purpose. 

It  is  now  mv  painful  duty  to  take  notice  of  another 
part  of  this  bill,  whicli  I  think  in  the  highest  degree  ob- 
jectionable and  unreasonable  ;  I  mean  the  cxtraordin:u*y 
au^entation  of  the  duty  on  hemp.  I  cannot  well  con- 
ceive any  thing  more  unwise  or  ill-judged  than  this  ap- 
pears to'  me  to  be.  The  duty  is  nearly  thirty-five  dol- 
lars per  ton ;  and  the  biH  proposes  a  pro|^ssi  ve  increase, 
till  it  shall  reach  sixty  dollars.  This  will  be  absolutely 
oppressive  on  the  shipping  interest,  the  great  consumers 
of  the  article.  When  this  duty  shall  have  readied  its 
maximum,  it  will  create  an  annual  charge  of  at  least  one 
hundred  tliousand  dollar?,  fulling  not  on  tlie  aggregate 
of  the  commercial  interest,  but  on  the  ship  owner.  It  is 
ft  very  unequal  burden.  The  navigation  of  the  country 
has  already  had  a  hard  struggle  to  sustain  itself  against 
foreign  competition  \  and  it  is  smgular  enough  that  this  in- 
terest, which  is  already  so  severely  tried,  which  pays  so 
much  in  duties  on  hemp,  duck,  and  iron,  and  whicii  it  is 
now  proposed  to  put  under  new  burdens,  is  the  only  in- 
terest which  is  subject  to  a  direct  tax  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gress. The  tonnage  duty  is  such  a  tax.  If  this  bill 
should  pass  in  its  present  form,  I  sliall  think  it  my  duty, 
at  the  earliest  suitable  opportunity,  to  bring  fcrward'a 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  tonnage  duty.  It  amounts,  I 
think,  to  a  hunured  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year ; 
and  its  removal  will  be  due,  in  all  justice,  to  the  ship 
owner,  if  he  is  to  be  made  subject  to  a  new  taxation  on 
hemp  and  iron. 
But,  objectionable  as  this  tax  is,  from  its  severe  pres- 


sure on  a  particular  interest,  and  that  at  present  a  de- 
pressed interest,  there  are  still  farther  grounds  of  dissatis- 
faction with  it.  It  is  not  calculated  to  efTect  the  object  in- 
tended by  it.  If  that  object  be  the  increase  of  the  dew 
rotted  American  hemp,  the  increased  duty  will  have  little 
tendency  to  produce  that  result;  because  such  hemp  is 
so  much  lower,  in  price,  than  imported  hemp,  that  it 
must  be  already  used  for  such  purposes  as  it  is  fit  for. 
It  is  said  to  be  selling  for  one  himdred  and  twenty  dollars 
per  ton,  while  the  imported  hemp  commands  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  dollars.  The  progpsed  duty,  therefore, 
cannot  materially  assist  the  sale  of%e  American  hemp  of 
this  quality  and  description. 

Uut  the  main  reason  given  for  this  increase,  is  the  en- 
couragement of  American  water-rotted  hemp,  jloubtless 
this  is  an  important  object;  hut  I  have  seen  nothing  to 
satisfy  me  that  it  can  be  obtained,  by  means  like^  Uiis. 
At  present, there  is  produced  in  the  country  no  considera- 
ble quantity  of  water  rotted  hemp.     It  is  problematical, 
at  least,  whether  it  can  be  produced  under  any  encour- 
agement.   The  hemp  may  be  grown,   doubtless,  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  m  any  country 
in  the  world;  but  the  process  of  preparing  it  for  use,  by 
water-rotting,  I  believe  to  be  more  difiicult  and  laborious 
than  is  generally  thought  among  us.   I  incline  to  think,that, 
happily  for  us,   labour  is  in  too  much  demand,  and  com- 
mands too  high  prices,  to  allow  this  process  to  be  carried 
on  profitably.  Other  objections,  also,  besides  the  amount 
of  labour   required,  may,   perhaps,  be  found  to  exist,  m 
climate,  and  in  the  effects  liable  to   be  produced  on 
health,  in  warm  countries,  by  the  nature  of  the  process. 
But  whether  there  be  foundation  for  these  suggestions, 
or  not,  the  fact  still  is,  that  we  do  not  produce  the  arti- 
cle.  It  cannot,  at  present,  be  had  at  any  price.    To  aug- 
ment the  duty^  therefore,  on  foreign  hemp,  can  only  have 
the  effect  of  compelling  the  consumer  to  pay  so  much  more 
money  into  the  Treasury.    The  proposed  increase,  then, 
is  doubly  objectionable;  first,  because  it  creates  a  charge^ 
not  to  be  borne  equally  by  the  whole  country,  but  a  new 
and   heavy  charge,  to  be   borne  excUisively  by  one  par- 
ticular interest;  and  second,  because,  tlrat  cf  tlic  money 
raised  by  this  charge,  little  or  none  g^es  to  accomplish 
the  professed  object.by  aiding  the  hemp  grower;  but  the 
whole,  or  nearly  ihe  whole  falls  into  the  Treasury.    Thus 
t!»e 'effect  will  be  in  no  way  porportloiied  to  the  cause, 
nor  the  advantage  obtained  by  some,  at  all  equal  to  the 
hardship  imposed  on  others.     While  one  interest  will 
suffer  much,  the  other  interest  will  gain  little  or  nothing. 
I  am  q«itc  willing  to  make  a  thorough  cud  fair  experi- 
ment, on  the  subject  of  water-rotted  hemp;  but  I  wish,  at 
the  same  time,  to  do  this  in  a  manner  that  shall  not  op- 
press individuals,  or  particular  classes.  I  intend,  therefore, 
to  move  an  amendment,  which  will  consist  in  striking  out 
so  much  of  the  present  bill  as  raises  the  duty  on  hemp, 
higher  than  it  is  at  present,  and  in  inserting  a  clause,  ma- 
king it  the  duty  of  the  Navy  Department  to  purchase, 
for  the  public  service,  American  water-rotted  hemp  when- 
ever it  can  be  had  of  a  suitable  quality;   provided  it  can 
be  purcha«ied  at  a  rate  not  exceed  mg,  by  more  than  twenty 
per  cent,    the   current  price  of  imported  hemp,  of  the 
same  quality.     If  this  amendment  should  be  adopte<l,  the 
ship  owner  would  have  no  reason  to  complain,  as  the  price 
of  the  article  would  not  be  enhanced,  to  bVm  ;  and  at  the 
same  time,  the  hemp  grower,  n  ho  shall  tiy  the  experi- 
ment, will  be  ma<Ie  sure  of  a  certain  market,  and  a  high 
price.     IMie  existing  duty  of  thirty  five  dollars  per  ton 
will  rcmsin  to  be  still  borne  by  the  ship  owner.     The 
twenty  per  cent,  advance,  on  the  price  of  imported  hemp, 
will  be  equal  to  fifty  dollars  per  ton;  the  aggregate  will 
be  eighty-five  dollars;  and  this,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  a 
liberal  and  effective  provision,  and  will  secure  everything 
which  can  be  reasonably  desired,  by   tlic  tiemp-grower, 
in  the  roost  ample  manner. 
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But,  if  the  bill  should  become  a  law,  and  go  into  opera- 
tion in  its  present  shape,  this  duty  on  hemp  is  likely  to  de- 
feat its  own  object  in  another  way.  Very  intelligent  persons 
entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  consequence  h^  this  high 
duty  will  be  8uch,that  American  vessels, engaged  in  foreign 
commerce,  will,  to  a  great  extent,  supply  themselves  %vith 
cordage  abroad.  This,  of  course,  will  diminish  the  con- 
sumption at  home,  and  thus  injure  the  hemp-grower,  and 
at  the  same  time,  the  manufacturer  of  cordage.  Again; 
there  may  be  reason  to  fear,  that  as  the  duty  is  not  raised 
on  cordage  manufactured  abroad,  such  cordsge  may  be 
imported,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  the  place  of  the 
unmanufactured  article.  Whatever  view  we  take,  there- 
fore,-of  this  hemp  duty,  it  appears  to  me  attogcther  ob- 
jeclionablet 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  protection  which  the  na 
vlg^ation  of  the  country  has  received,  from  the  disjrimi< 
nating  duties  on  tonnage,  and  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of 
the  coasting  trade.  In  my  opinion,  neither  of  these  mea- 
sures has  materially  sustained  the- shipping  interest  of  the 
United  States  I  do  not  concur  in.the  sentiments,  on  that 
paint,  quoted  from  Dr.  Seybcrt's  statistical  work.  'Dr. 
Seybert  waTun  intelligent  and  worthy  man,  and  compiled 
a  valuable  book;  but  he  was  engaged  in  public  life  at  a 
time,  wlien  it  wa,  more  fashionable  thara  it  has  since  be- 
come, to  ascribe  efficacy  to  discriminating  duties.  The 
shipping  interest  in  this  country  has  made  its  way" by  its 
own  enterprise.  By  its  own  vigorous  exertion,  it  spread 
itself  over  the  seas,  and  by  the  same  exertion,  it  still  holds 
its  place  there.  It  seems  idle  to  talk  of  the  benefit  and 
advantage  of  discriminating  duties,  when  they  operate 
against  us  on  one  side  of  the  ocean,  quite  as  much  as  they 
operate  for  us  on  the  other.  To  suppose  that  two  na- 
tions, having  intercourse  with  each  other,  can  secure,  each 
to  itself,  a  decided  advantage  in  that  intercourse,  is  little 
less  than  absunlity:  and  this  is  the  absurdity  of  discrimi- 
nating duties.  Still  less  reason  is  tliere  for  the  idea,  that 
our  own  ship-owners  hold  the  exclusive  eiyoyment  of  the 
coasting  trade,  only  by  virtue  of  the  law,  which  secures 
it  to  their  exclusive  employment.  Look  at  th«  rate  of 
freights.  Look  at  the  manner  in  which  this  coasting  trade 
isconducted  by  our  own  vessels,und  the  competition  which 
subsists  between  them.  In  a  majority  of  instances,  prob- 
ably, these  vessels  are  owned,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  those 
wlio  navigate  (hem.  These  owners  are  at  home,  at  one 
end  of  the  voyage;  and  repairs  and  supplies  are  thus  ob- 
tained in  the  cheapest  and  most  economical  manner.  No 
foreign  ves<}el  would  be  able  to  partake  in  this  trade,  even 
by  the  aid  of  preferences  and  bounties. 

The  shipping  interest  of  this  country  reqtiifes  only  an 
open  field  and  a  fair  chance.  Every  thing  else  it  will  do 
for  itseif.  But,  it  has  not  a  fair  chance,  while  it  is  so  so- 
verely  taxed,  in  whatever  enters  into  the  necessary  cx- 
pence  of  building  and  equipment.  In  this  respect,  its 
rivals  have  advantages  which  may  in  the  end  prove  to 
be  decisive  against  us.  I  entreat  the  Senate  to  examine  and 
weigh  this  subject,  and  not  %o  on,  blindly,  to  unknown 
conseq'tences.  The  English  ship-owner  is  carefully  re- 
garded by  his  government,  and  aided  and  auccouretl,  when- 
ever and  wherever  necessary,  by  a  sharp-sighted  policy. 
Both  he  an  I  the  American  ship-owner  obtain  their  hemp 
from  Russia.  B-it  observe  the  difference.  The  duty  on 
hemp  in  England  is  but  twenty.one' dollars;  here,  it  is 
proposed  to  make  it  sixty  ;  notwithstanding  its  cost  here 
is  necessarily  enhanced  by  an  additional  freight,  propor- 
tioned to  a  voyage,  longer  than  that  which  bnngs  ii  to  the 
English  Consumer,  by  the  whole  breadth  of  the  Atlantic. 
Sir,  I  wish  to  invoke  the  8en.iie*s  attention,  earnestly,  to 
this  subject;  I  would  awaken  the  regard  of  the  whole 
Governmer.t,  more  and  more,  not  only  on  this  but  on  all 
occasions,  to  this  great  national  interest,  an  interest,  which 
lies  at  the  very  foundation,  both  of  our  commercial  pros- 
perity and  our  naval  achievement. 


Mr.  W.  concluded  by  submitting  the  following  m  a 
substitute  for  the  provision  in  the  bill,  relative  to  hemp: 

•'  That  the  Navy  Department  be  directed  to  purchase, 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  Am'erican 
water  rotted  hemp,  when  it  can  be  procured  of  a  suita- 
ble quality,  and  at  a  price  not  exceeding,  by  more  than 
twenty  per  cent,  the  price  of  the  imported  article." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said,  that,  perceiving  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  take  the  question,  he  was  un- 
willing to  cause  delay  ;  but  as  they  had  been  forced  into, 
at  least  a  partial  discussion  of  the  subject  before  them,  in 
which  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  a  sense  of  duty  to  give  a 
silent  vote,  he  should  assume  the  privilege  of  addressing 
the  chair,  without  waiting  for  a  motion  to  adjourn.    . 

I  will  not  (Mr.  J.  remarked)  say  that  I  am  astonished 
at  the  proposition  now  utider  discussion,  which  strikes 
so  deadly  a  blow  at  the  interests  of  the  western  country. 
After  what  I  have  heard  and  witnessed,  I  have  no  right 
to  express  astonishment.  But  my  constituents,  accustom- 
ed to  regard  with  equal  interest  every  section  of  the 
Union,  and  never  wishing  a  fiivor  that  would  cost  the  re- 
motest part  a  sacrifice,  will  be  greatly  astonished  at  this 
motion,  and  especially  at  the  quarter  from  which  it  comes. 
They  will  exclaim  with  the  expiring  Caesar,  "and  thou 
too  Brutus  !"  It  is  a  proposition  from  an  avowed  and 
leading  advocate  of  the  •*  American  System"  as  it  is  so 
plaiisibly  called,  to  teke  off  the  duty  from  hemp,  cotton 
l>agg»»»gf  molasses,  and  foreign  distilled  spirits.  If  these 
articles  are  exempted  from  duty,  what  remaining  interest 
has  the  west  in  this  long  expected  tariff  ?  None.  Strike 
them  out,  and  the  whole  western  interest  is  sacrificed— 
our  western  farmers  and  manufacturers  are  abandoned — 
their  equitable  rights  totally  disregarded,  and  our  boast- 
ed "  American  System"  becomes  to  one  section,  a  system 
of  cupidity — ^and  a  system  of  oppression  to  the  other. 
We  must  pay  a  tribute  on  all  that  we  purchase,  and  sufler 
a  destructive  sacrifice  on  all  that  we  sell. 

I  have  been  highly  gratified  with  the  general  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts^  [Mr.  Webstsb.]  In 
argument,  his  expressions  are  liberal ;  he  is  theoretically 
magnanimous,  the  advocate  for  equal  bentfiis  to  every 
part  of  the  Unioi\;  but  in  the  application  of  his  principles 
to  the  bill  before  us,  his  theory  is  most  unfortunately 
illustrated.  Us  practical  effect  is  iiighly  character- 
istic ;  it  is  to  embrace  his  own  fiivorite  section,  entirely 
regardless  of  the  long  neglected  interests  of  the  west — to 
sustain,  at  the  expense  of  th?  west,  the  manufacturers  of 
wool,  located  prmcipally  in  New  Englaud  and  near  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic.  Beyond  thii  interest,  he  is  not 
disposed  to  travel  far.  Western  produce  and  manufac- 
tures arc  not  embraced  in  his  views  of  American 
policy. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  has  been  much  agitated,  but 
not  much  divided  upon  the  "American  System."  1  is  with 
us  a  favorite  system.  A  tariff  founded  in  equit}*,  extend- 
ing equally  its  beneficial  effects  to  all  parts  of  tlie  Union, 
wUl  be  favorably  received  throughout  the  west.  But  a 
partial  "system,  a  sectional  system,  a  mere  woollen  sys- 
tem, will  receive  the  support  of  no  party  there.  We 
would  not  receive  a  partiul  favor,  if  it  should  be  tendered 
Uft^at  the  expense  of  the  east ;  nor  can  we  sacrifice  to  that 
section  the  dearest  interests  of  the  west.  The  industry 
of  the  west  is  worthy  of  the  same  support  as  that  of  the 
east ;  and  our  object  is  to  encourage  and  protect  both, 
llis  American  industry  that  we  wish  to  call  in  requi- 
sition, not  the  industry  of  the  east,  or  of  the  west,  or  of 
the  north,  or  the  south,  but  the  industry  oi  the  whole. — 
We  are  one  fiimdy,  and  we  ask  for  equal  benefit  to  every 
member  as  far  as  practicable.  Let  this  be  done,  and 
we  shall  be  a  harmonious  community.  From  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  1  began  to  cherish 
the  hope  that  we  should  realize  the  prospect  held  out  to 
us  in  the  west  on  a  late  occasion^  when  it  beoarae  impor- 
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tant  to  unite  their  feelings  with  those  of  the  east.  We 
were  then  told  with  a  confidence  which  political  infideli- 
ty itself  could  scarcely  question,  that  we  might  safely  rely 
upon  the  friendship  and  support  of  the  east  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  I  can  inform  the  honorable  Senator,  that  the 
friends  of  the  administration  in  Kentucky,  during  the  last 
August  elections,  fought  their  battles  at  the  polls,  under 
the  banner  of  the  hemp  stalk.  They  appeared  at  the 
hustings  with  flving  colors,  and  the  hemp  stalk  was  their 
ensign.  This  fact  is  nut  introduced  with,  a  view  of  stir- 
ring up  party  feelings,  but  to  shew  something  of  tiie 
mortification  which  my  constituents  must  feel,  when  they 
learn  thjt  the  friend  in  whom  they  were  taught  to  con. 
fide,  has  seized  upon  their  standard  to  destroy  it — when 
they  discover  that  the  distinguished  St^nator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Telamon  Jjjax  of  the  *•  American  System," 
the  able  friend  and  firm  supporter  of  the  Administration, 
has  moved  to  strike  from  the  protection  of  this  bill,  not 
only  their  hemp,  but  every  other  article  of  interest  to  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  argument  of  the  gentleman  has  been  confined 
principally  to  the  importance  of  protecting  woollens  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  urges  the  propriety  of  striking  out 
hemp  and  other  articles  more  important  to  the  west  than 
woollens  to  the  east.  He  .assumes  the  ground,  that  the 
government  has,  by  its  policy,  invited  th«  manufacturers 
of  wool  to  vest  their  capital  in  this  business  ;  and  that  the 
faith  of  the  government  is  therefore  pledged  to  protect 
them  from  foreign  competition ;  that  is,  because  the  gov- 
ernment has  done  much  for  them,  it  is  bound  to  do  much 
more  ;  but  because  it  has  done  little  or  nothing  for  the 
west,  it  ought  to  do  notliing.  The  corollary  of  the  pro- 
position is,  thut  the  privileged  order  should  receive  high- 
er privileges,  and  ihe  oppressed  should  receive  deeper 
oppression.  Admit  the  correctness  of  his  position,  so 
far  as  it  respects  woollens,  for  I  am  willing  and  desirous 
to  give  them  ample  protectioot  and  the  pnnciplc  will  ap- 
ply with  equal  force  to  hemp,  cotton  bagging,  whiskey 
and  molasses.  I  am  not  disposed  to  divest  any  order  of 
its  pr.vilcges,  but  to  extend  those  privileges  to  every  in- 
terest, till  uU  America  shall  be  of  one  order,  and  then 
the  higher  the  privileges  the  better.  '  If  the  law  of  1824 
protected  woollens,  the  samdaw  extended  protection  in 
some  dcgreei  to  hemp,  flax,  cotton  baggings  wliiskey 
and  molassas.  Uow  then  can  the  gentleman  urge  a  pledge 
in  one  case,  and  reject  it  in  the  others  ?  And  with  what 
consistency  can  we,  while  recognizing  an  implied,  or 
constructive  pledge  to  the  eastern  manufacturer  of  wool, 
refuse  to  redeem  an  equal  pledge  to  the  western  farmer 
and  mechanic  ? 

If  the  Senator  will  pursue  the  real  "American  Sys- 
tem," agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the  Harrisburg  Con- 
vention, so  clearly  expressed  in  their  report,  he  will  re- 
ceive ttie  cordial  co-operation  of  the  west  A  majority  of 
aU  parties  will  sustain  the  me asuro.  I'hat  Convention 
originated,  it  is  tnie,  in  the  agitation  of  the  woollens  bill, 
during  the  last  session  ;  and  though  artificial  means  were 
employed  to  turn  the  question  to  party  purposes,  by 
which  means  one  political  party  greatly  preponderated 
as  to  mimbers,  yet  the  Convention  was  patriotic,  and 
acted  on  principles  of  equity.  Whatever  motives  may 
have  predominated  in  the  minds  of  some,  there  seems  I9 
have  been  a  kind  of  patriotic  charm  in  the  State  at  whose 
capital  they  assembled,  that  forbade  partiality.  Tlie 
very  atmosphere  of  Harrisburg  seems  fav(.nible  -only  to 
what  justice  warrants  and  Heaven  approves.  If  the  spir- 
it of  that  Convention  does  not  survive  in  all  its  members, 
it  still  lives  in  Pennsylvania,  an  illtlstrious  member  of  the 
good  old  American  family,  whose  garments  arc  yet  un- 
polluted. That  respectable  Convention  listened  to  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  embraced  in  their  report  almost 
every  article  which  is  named  in  this  bill ;  and  the  article 
of  hemp  Is  particularly  recommended  as  a  proper  object 


of  protection  in  fixing  the  tarifT.  Contrary  to  that  report, 
a  proposition  is  now  made,  and  I  have  heanl  it  with  deep 
regret,  to  reduce  the  "  American  System,**  to  a  wo6llen 
bill,  which  will,  in  fact,  confine  its  operation  to  the  coun- 
try eastfot  the  Alleghany,  and  north  of  the  Susquehanna. 
Such  will  be  the  effect  of  striking  out  the  articles  includ- 
ed in  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

The  American  system  now  in  operation  has  given  xtrj 
little  if  anjr  advantage  to  the  western  farmer  or  manufac- 
turer. It  is  a. fact,  which  my  constituents  both  know  and 
feel,  that  in  the  purchase  of  New  England  cottons  and 
woollens,  we  must  pay  the  price  in  gold  and  silver,  while 
our  own  produce  lies  as  a  drug  upon  our  hands.  We 
cannot  exchange  our  whiskey,  our  cordage,  our  hemp, 
and  our  wool,  for  New  England  mai:ufactures,  because 
of  foreign  competition.  They  are  imported  into  New 
England  from  other  countries,  and  the  specie  drained 
from  the  west  is  exported  from  the  country  in  payment 
for  them  .There  is  no  reciprocity  in  our  commerce  with 
the  eastern  States.  I  have  lately  received  from  a  friend 
a  few  thousand  dollars  to  be  disbursed  in  the  purchase  of 
domestic  cottons  and  woollens.  The  purchases  have 
been  made,  principally  in  Baltimore,  where  New  England 
manufactures  are  deposited  for  the  western  market. 
Thus  we  clothe  ourselves,  male  and  female,  with  New 
England  manufactures,  and  the  specie  which  we  pay 
them  in  return  is  dent  to  foreign  countries  for  the  purchase 
of  the  articles  which  we  can  suoply  in  abundance,  if  the 
same  protection  can  be  extended  to  them.  Let  the  tariff 
be  fixed  on  principles  of  equity,  and  the  commerce  of 
the  east  and  the  west,  like  the  ebbing  and  6fiwing  of  a 
stream,  will  bear  reciprocal  benefits  to  every  part  of  the 
country  ?  will  invigorate  and  enrrch  the  whole  5  but  if  the 
current  must,  without  any  returning  flood,  forever  des- 
cend into  the  sea,  the  fountain  will  soon  be  exhausted, 
and  the  existing  state  of  things  must  have  a  speedy  ter- 
mination. 

We  have  long  submitted  to  these  evils,  in  the 
hope  that  the  day  to  end  them  was  not  far  distant.  This 
session  was  hailed  in  prospect  as  the  happy  era  {  and  the 
banner  of  the  hemp  stalk  seemed  to  say  that  henceforth 
the  east  and  the  west  shall  be  *' one  and  indivisible." 
The  favorable  moment  has  now  arrived;  and  now  the  boon 
is  denied  us. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  is  also  in  opposition  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  t)f  the  Treasury,  which  repre- 
sents hemp  as  a  prominent  article  for  a  protecting  duty. 
It  is  now  contended,  lliat  domestic  hemp  cannot  be  pro- 
cured in  sufficient  quantities.  Why  ?  Because  the  pre- 
sent duty  is  not  so  heavy  as  to  exclude  its  importation. 
The  contemplated  duty  on  woollens  will,  it  is  believed, 
exclude  their  imptirtation  ;  but  that  on  wool  will  not. 
The  manufacturers  then  will  be  completely  protected, 
but  not  the  wool  growers.  So  the  growers  of  hemp  will 
be  left  without  adequate  protection.  The  aigumcnt,  if 
it  proves  any  thing,  establishes  the  fact  to  a  demonstration 
that  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  on  foreign  imporU* 
tions,  have  been  insufficient,  and  that  the  proposed  ad- 
dition to  the  duty  on  foreign  hemp  is  jusl  and  necessar}*. 
No  peraon  acquainted  with  the  capacity  of  our  soil,  es- 
pecially in  the  west,  will  question  the  ability  of  the  coun- 
try to  produce,  under  adeauate  protection,  double  the 
auantity  of  hemp  required  for  the  whole  population  of 
the  nation,  and  that  without  materially  affecting  other 
branches  of  agriculture.  A  question  has  arisen  upon  the 
comparative  strength  of  the  Kentucky  and  Russia  hemp  ; 
but  on  this  point,  the  most  unequivocal  testimony  in  fa- 
vor of  our  own  production  is  before  the  Senate.  ^[Ucre 
Mr.  Johnson  referred  to  a  document  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, proving  that  upon  actual  experiment,  from  No. 
1  to  No.  12,  the  Kentucky  dew  rotted  hemp  is  stronger 
than  the  Russia  water  rotted  hemp.] 

With  these  facU  before  us,  the  true  ••  Amefcan  Sys- 
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tem"  is  plain.  Let  us  pursue  the  wholfe  system,  and  it 
wiU.be  to  us  as  the  path  of  the  riehteous,  shining  bright- 
er and  brighter.  Why  then  shall  we  contraet  it  ?  Why 
shall  woollens  and  cottons  be  the  exclusive  subjects  of 
protection  against  foreign  competition  ?  Why  shall  we 
in  the  interior,  be  left  alone  to  gnipple  with  foreign  com- 
petition in  all  the  productions  of  our  farmers  and  manufac- 
turers who  constitute  the  body  and  soul  of  our  popula- 
tion, while  the  woollens  and  cottons  manufactured  In  the 
East,  are  effectually  protected,  and  in  a  great  degree,  at 
the  expense  of  the  West  !  Is  it  magnanimous  ?  Is  it  equit- 
able ?  la  it  righteous  ?  It  is  not.  "^ 

I  have  always  been  one  among  the  western  memben, 
to  elevate  New  England  above  foreign  competition,  in 
the  manufacture  of  hats,  shoes,  ready  made  clothing* 
woollens  and  cottons.  In  this,  I  have  obeyed  the  will  of 
my  constituents.  They  have  taught  me  to  look  with  an 
equal  eye  upon  every  part  of  the  United  States;  as  com- 
posing one  K^eat  family,  united  in  interest  and  affection, 
pursuing  the  same  path  to  independence  and  glory. 
They  believed,  in  the  honesty  of  their  Jieart?,  that  tlie 
sentiment  was  reciprocated  from  their  eastern  brethren. 
What  will  be  their  astonishment  to  learn,  that  New  Eng- 
land has  deserted  them — that  New  England  policy,  if 
correctly  represented  by  the  Senator  fh>m  Massachusetts, 
cannot  stretch  a  look  beyond  the  mountains  which  divide 
the  East  from  the  West )  For  my  own  part,  .  whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  this  motion,  I  shall  still  recur  with 
satisfaction  to  my  recorded  votes  in  favor  of  the  industry 
of  New  England.  If  gentlemen  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
examine  tlie  journals  of  1824,  wlien  the  former  tariff  bill 
was  pending,  they  will  find  my  name  among  the  support- 
ers of  the  measures  for  the  protection  of  domestic  cottons 
and  woollens.  We  have  done  all  we  could  for  our  New 
England  brethren.  If  now,  they  will  sport  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  West,  they  are  left  without  a  pretext.  We  ask 
nothing  more  than  what  honor  and  justice  warrant  us  to 
expect.  If  the  motion  befi>re  us  shall  prevail,  the  boon 
is  gone.  The  west  must  renruin  tributary.  We  must  re- 
ceive the  commodities  of  the  East,  under  a  protecting 
duty,  while  those  of  .the  West  will  be  refused  for  want  of 
that  protection. 

Having  expressed  these  views,  they  are  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  State.  Duty  would  not  permit 
me  to  say  less,  and  inclination  does  not  prompt  me  to  say 
more. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  WEBSTER, 
BENTON,  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  DIGKERSON,  TAZE- 
WELL, and  ROWAN;  when,  the  question  having  been 
divided,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  ordered,  the  vote  on  striking  out  was  taken,  (at, 
about  eight  o'clock,)  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Chandler,  Foot,  Knight,  Parris,  Rob- 
birts,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Webster,  Willey,  Woodbury— 10. 
NAYS, — Messrs.  Barnard,  Bartoji,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Bouligny,  Branch,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  El- 
lis, Hamson,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kune,  King,  McKinley,  McLane, 
Macon,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rawan,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  Soath  Carolina, 
Tazewell,  Tiiomas,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  White,  Wil- 
liams— 36. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  proposed  an  amendnient,  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound  on  imported  Indigo, 
with  a  progressive  increase  at  the  rate  of  25  cents  per 
pound  per  annum,  until  the  whole  duty  amounted  to  $1 
per  pound.  He  ittated  his  object  to  be  two-fold  in  pro- 
posing this  duty,  first,  to  place  the  American  system  be- 
yond  the  resell  of  its  enemies,  by  procuring  a  home  sup- 
ply of  an  article  indispensable  to  its  existence;  and  next, 
to  benefit  the  South  by  reviving  the  cultivation  of  one  of 
lt$  Ancient  and  valuable  staples. 


Indigo  was. first  planted  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia 
about  the  year  1740,  aiKl  succeeded  so  well  as  to  command 
the  attention  of  the  British  manufacturers  and  the  British 
Parliament.      An  -act  was  passed  for  the  encouragement 
of  its  production  in  these  colonies,  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second,  the  preamble  to  which  Mr.  B.  read,  and  re- 
commended to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.    It  recited 
that  a  regular,  ample,  and  certain  supply  of  indigo  was 
indispensable  to  the  sMccesa  of  British  manufactures  ;  that 
these  manufactures  were  then  dependent  upon  foreigners 
for  a  supply  of  this  article  ;  and  4hat  it  was  the  dictate  of 
a  wise  policy  to  encourage  the  production  of  it  at  home. 
The  act  tlien  went  on   to  direct  that  a  premium  of  six 
pence  sterling  shogid  be  paid  out  of  the   British  Trea- 
sury for  every  pound  of  indigo  imported  into  Great 
Bntain,  from  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.     Under  the  fos- 
tering influence  of  tiiis  bounty,  said  Mr.B.,  the  cultivation 
of  indigo  became  great  and  extensive.     In  six  years  after 
the  v^ssage  of  the  act,  the  export  was  217,000  lbs.  and  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution  it  amounted  to  1,100,-    - 
000  lbs.   The  Southern  colonies  became  rich  upon  it ;  for 
the  cultivation  of  cotton  was  then  unknown  •,  rice  and  indi- 
go were  the  staples  of  the  South.  After  the  revolution,and 
especially  after  the  great  territorial  acquisitions  which  the 
British  made  in  India,  the  cultivation  of  American  indigo 
declined.    The  premium  was  no  longer  paid  {  and  the 
British  Government,  actuated  by  the  same  wise  policy 
which  made  them  look  for  a  home  supply  of  this  article 
from  the  Carolinas,  when  they  were  a  part  of  the  British 
possessions,   now  looked  to  India  for  the  same  reason. 
The  export  of  American  indigo  rapidly  declined.     In 
1800  it  had  fallen  to  400,000lbs.;  in  1814  to  40,0001bs. ;  and 
in  the  last  few  years  to  6  or  8,0001bs.     In  the  meantime 
our  mantifactories  were  growing  up  $  and  having  no  sup- 
ply of  indigo  at  home,  they  had  to  import  from  abroad. 
In  1826  this  importation  amounted  to  i,150,000lbs.  cost- 
ing a  fhiction  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  had 
to  be  paid  for  almost  entirely  in  ready  money,  as  it  was 
chiefly  obtained  from  places  where  American  produce 
was  in  no  dc^mand.     Upon  tliis  state  of  facts,  Mr.  B.  con* 
ceived  it  to  be  tlie  part  of  a  wise  and  prudent  policy  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  British  ParliameiU  in  the  reign 
of  Georg^e  II.  and  provide  a  home  supply  of  this  indispen- 
sable article.     Our  nianufacturers  now  paid  a  high  price 
for  fine  indigo,  no  less  than  $  2  50  per  pound,  as  te»ttfied 
by  one  of  themselves  before  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures raised  in  the  House  of  Representatives.     The  duty 
which  he  proposed  was  only  40  per  cent,  upon  that  value, 
and  would  not  even  reach  that  rate  for  four  years,     ft  was 
less  than  one  half  the  duty  which  the  same  bill  proposed 
to  lay  instanter  upon  the  very  cloth  which  this  indigo  was 
intended  to  dye.     In  the  end  it  would  make  all  indtgo 
come  cheaper  to  the  manufacturer,  as  the  home  supply 
would  soon  be  equal,  if  not  superior  to  the  demand;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  it  could  not  be  considered  a  tax  on  tlte 
manufacturer,  as  he  would  levy  the  advance  which  be 
had  to  pay,  with  a  good  interest,  upon  the  wearer  of  the 
cloth. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  into  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  for 
encouraging  the  hoifie  production  of  indigo,  and  showed 
that  the  life  of  the  American  System  depended  upon  it. 
Neitfier  cotton  nor  woollen  manufactures  could  be  carried 
on  without  indigo.  The  consumyition  of  that  article  was 
prodigious.  Eren  now,  in  the  infant  state  of  our  manu- 
factories, the  importation  was  worth  two  million  of  dollars; 
and  must  soon  be  worth  double  or  treble  that  sum.  For 
this  great  supply  of  an  indispensable  article,  we  were 
chiefly  indebted  to  the  jealous  rival,  and  vigilant  enemy, 
of  these  very  manufactures,  to  Great  Britain  herself.  Of 
the  l,150.000lbg.  of  indigo  imported,  we  bring  620,000Ibs. 
from  the  British  East  Intliest  which  one  word  firom  the 
British  Government  would  stop  forever^  we  bring  the  fur- 
ther quantity  of  130,0001bs.  from  ManiUa,  «  Spanish  pos- 
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sesfiori)  which  British  influence  and  diplomkcy  could  im- 
xnediatety  stopt  and  the  remainder  came  from  different 
parts  of  South  America,  and  might  be  taken  from  us  by 
the  arts  of  diplomacy,  or  by  a  monopoly  of  the  whole  on 
the  part  of  our  rival.  A  stoppage  of  a  supply  of  imiigo 
for  one  year,  would  prostrate  all  our  manufactories,  and 
give  them  a  blow  from  which  they  would  not  recover 
in  mai^  years.  Great  Britain  could  effect  this  stoppage 
to  the  amount  of  thcecfourths  of  the  whole  quantit;^  by 
•peaking  a  single  word,  and  of  the  remainder  by  a  slight 
exertion  of  policy,  or  ther  expenditure  of  a  sum  sufficient 
to  monopolize  for  one  year,  the  purchase  of  what  South 
America  sent  into  the  maiket. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  expected  a  unanimous  vote  in  ^vor  of 
his  amendment.  The  North  should  vote  for  it  to  8«*cure 
the  life  of  the  American  system;  to  give  a  proof  of  their 
regard  for  the  South;  to  shew  that  the  countr}*  south  of  the 
Potomac  is  included  in  the  bill  for  some  other  purpose  be- 
sides that  of  oppression.  The  South  itself,  although  op' 
posed  to  the  further  increase  of  duties,  should  vote  for 
this  dutyi  that  the  bill,  if  it  passes,  may  contain  one  pro- 
vision favorable  to  its  interests.  The  West  should  vote 
for  it  through  grratitude  for  fifty  years  of  guardian  protec- 
tion, generous  defence,  and  kind  atsistunce,  whrch  the 
South  had  given  it  under  all  its  Irials;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  enlarging  the  market,  increasing  th«  demand  in  the 
South  and  its  ability  to  purchase  the  horses,  mules,  and 
provisions  which  the  West  can  sell  no  where  else.  For 
himself  he  had  personal  reasons  for  wishing  to  do  this  lit- 
tle justice  to  the  South.  He  was  a  native  of  one  of  these 
States  (N.Carolina)—the  bones  of  his  father  and  his  gp*and- 
fathers  rested  there.  Iler  Senators  and  Representatives 
were  his  early  and  his  hereditary  friends.  The  venerable 
Senator  before  him  (Mr.  Macof)  had  been  the  friend  of 
him  and  his,  through  four  generations  in  a  straight  line; 
the  other  Senator  (Mr.  Branch)  was  his  school  fellow; 
the  other  branch  of  the  legiUature,  the  House  of  Rcpre- 
sentati\es,  always  showed  him  in  the  North  Carolina  De 
legation,  the  friends  of  him  and  his  through  succes&ive 
generations.  Nor  was  this  all.  He  frh  for  the  sad  changes 
which  had  taken  pluce  in  the  South  in  the  last  fifty  years. 
Before  the  Revolution  it  was  the  seat  of  wealth  as  well  as 
of  hospitality.  Money*  and  all  that  it  commanded,  abound- 
ed there.     But  how  now  >    All  this  is  reversed. 

Weklth  has  fled  from  the  South,  and  settled  in  the 
regions  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  this  in  the  midst  of  the 
fact  that  the  South,  in  four  staples  alone,  in  cotton,  tobac- 
co, rice  and  indigo,  (while  indigo  was  one  of  its  staples) 
had  exported  produce  since  the  revolution,  to  the  value 
of  eight  hundred  million  of  dollars,and  the  North  had  ex- 
ported comparatively  nothing.  This  sum  was  prodigious; 
it  was  nearly  equal  to  half  the  coinsge  of  the  mint  of 
Mexico  since  the  conquest  by  Cortez.  It  waji  twice  or 
thrice  the  amotmt  of  the  product  of  the  three  thousand 
gold  and  silver  mines  of  Mexico,  for  the  safpe  period  of 
fifty  years.  Such  an  export  would  indicate  unparalleled 
wealth;  but  what  was  the  fact.^  In  place  of  wealth,  a 
univenal  pressure  for  money  was  felt;  not  enough  for  cur- 
rent expenses  ;  the  price  of  all  property  down;  the  country 
drooping  and  languishing  ;  towns  and  cities  decaying;  and 
the  frugal  habits  of  the  people  pushed  to  the  verge  of 
uniycfrsal  self-  denial,  for  the  preservation  of  their  family 
estates.  Such  a  result  is  a  strange  and  wonderful  phe- 
nomenon. It  calls  upon  statesmen  to  inquire  into  the 
cause;  and  if  they  inquire  upon  the  theatre  of  this  strange 
metamorphosis,  they  will  receive  one  universal  answer 
from  alli-anksand  all  ages,  that  it  is  Federal  legjislation 
which  has  worked  this  ruin.  Under  this  legislation  tiie 
exports  of  the  South  have  been  made  the  basis  of  the  Fed- 
eral revenue.  Tlie  twenty  odd  millions  annually  levied 
upon  imported  goods,  ^re  deducted  out  of  the  price  of 
their  cotton,  rice  and  tobacco,  either  in  the  diminished 
price  which  they  receive  for  thcae  staples  in  foreign  ports. 


or  in  the  increasecl  price  which  they  pay  fur  the  artielea 
they  have  to  consume  at  home.  Vin^inia,  the  two  Car- 
olinasand  Georgia,  may  be  said  to  defray  three-fourths  of 
the  annual  expense  of  supporting  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ;  and  of  this  great  sum  annually  furnished  by  them, 
nothing)  or  next  to  nothingi  is  returned  to  them  in  the 
shape  of  Government  expenditure.  That  expenditure 
flows  in  an  opposite  direction;  it  flows  northwardly,  in 
one  uniform,  unintemipted  and  perennial  stream  ;  it  takes 
the  course  of  trade  and  of  exchange;  and  this  is  the  reason 
why  wealth  disappears  from  the  South  and  rises  up  in 
the  North.  Federal  legislation  does  all  this;  it  does  it  by 
the  simple  process  of  eternally  taking  away  from  the  South, 
and  returnmg  nothing  to  it.  If  it  returned  to  the  South 
the  whole,  or  even  a  g^d  part  of  what  ii  exacted,  the 
four  Stales  south  of  the  Potomac  might  stand  the  action 
of  this  system,  as  the  earth  is  enabled  to  stand  the  exhaus- 
ting influence  of  the  sun's  daily  heat  by  the  refreshing 
dews  which  are  returned  to  it  at  night;  but  as  the  earth 
is  dried  up,  and  all  vegetation  destroyed  in  regions  where 
the  heat  is  great,  and  no  dews  returned,  so  must  the  South 
be  exhausted  of  its  money  and  its  property  by  a  course 
of  legislation  which  is  forever  Uking  from  it,  and  never 
returning  any  thing  to  it. 

Every  new  Tariff  increases  tlie  force  of  this  action. 
No  TariflThas  ever  yet  included  Virginia,  the  two  Carotinas, 
and  Georgia, within  its  provisions,  except  to  increase  the 
burthens  imposed  upon  them.  This  one  alone,  presents 
the  opportunity  to  form  an  exception,  by  reviving  and  re- 
storing the  cultivation  of  one  of  its  ancient  staples,  one 
of  the  sources  of  its  wealth  before  the  revolution.  The 
Tariff  of  1828  owes  this  reparation  to  the  South,  because 
the  tariff*  of  1816  contributed  to  destroy  the  cultivation 
of  indigo;  sunk  the  duty  on  the  foreign  article,  from 
twenty-hve  to  fifteen  cents  per  pound.  These  arc  the 
reasons  for  imposing  the  duty  on  indigo,  now  proposed. 
What  objections  can  possibly  be  raised  to  it'  Not  to  the 
quality;  for  it  is  the  same  ik  hich  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  British  manufactures,  and  sustained  their  reputation 
for  more  than  half  a  century;  not  to  the  quantity;  for  the 
two  Carolinas  and  Georgia  alone  raised  as  much  fifly 
years  ago  as  we  now  import,  and  we  have  now  the  States 
of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  and  the  Territo- 
ries  of  Florida  and  Arkansas,  to  add  to  t»ie  countries  Which 
produce  it ;  not  to  the  amount  of  the  duly  :  for  its  max- 
imum will  be  but  forty  per  cent,  only  one  half  the  duty 
laid  by  this  bill  on  the  cloth  it  is  to  dye,  and  ihat  max- 
imum, not  immediate,  btit  attained  by  slow  degrees  at  the 
end  of  four  years  in  order  to  give  lime  for  the  domestic 
article  to  8up))ly  the  place  of  the  imported;  and  after  all. 
It  is  not  a  duty  on  the  manufacturer,  but  on  the  ^  M'carer 
of  the  goods;  from  whom  he  levies,  with  a  gooO  intcfrest 
on  the  price  of  the  cloths,  all  that  he  expends  in  the  pur- 
chase  of  materials.  For  once,  said  Mr.  B.  I  expect  a 
unanimous  vote  on  a  clause  in  the  Tariff.  This  indigo 
clause  must  have  the  singular  and  unprecedented  fatuity 
of  an  unanimous  voice  in  its  favor.  The  South  roust  vote 
for  it,  to  revive  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its  most  ancient 
and  valuable  staples;  the  West  must  vote  for  it  through 
gratitude  for  past  favors — through  gratitude  for  the  vote 
on  hemp  this  night*— 4ind  to  save,  enlarge,  and  increase 
the  market  for  its  own  productions,  the  North  must  vote 
for  it,  to  shew  their  disinterestedness;  to  give  one  proof 
of  just  feeling  towards  the  South;  and,  above  all,  to  save 
their  favorite  American  system  from  the  deadly  blow 
which  Great  Britain  can  at  any  moment  give  it  by  stop- 
ping or  interrupting  the  supplies  of  foreign  indigo;  and 
the  whole  unioh,  the  entire  legislative  body,  must  vote 
for  it,  and  vote  for  it  with  joy  ami  enthusiasm,  because  it 
is  impossible  tliat  Americans  can  deny  to  sister  States  of 

•  "The  vote  ou  hcnp  lliis  nigliL**  In  if Jeeting  Mr. Wrlisier^ 
to  strike  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  and  n  rote  in  wb 
unsnimoutlf  with  the  Weat.— >r«r^  h^  Mr,  B, 


bieh  the  South  went 
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the  confederacy  what  a  British  King^  and  a  British  Parlia- 
ment g^nted  to  these  same  States  when  they  were  Colo- 
nies and  dependencies  of  the  British  crown. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  WEB- 
STER, NOBLE,  and  MACON,  who  gave  way  to  an  ad- 
journment. 

Satvbvat,  Mat  10,  1828. 

The  bill  fi^>m  the  other  House  to  authorize  a  subscrip- 
tion of  stock  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  House,  relative  to  an  ad- 
journment, was  agreed  to,  on  a  division— 27  to  18. 
THE  TARIFF  BO^L. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  discharge  from  the  spedal 
orders  the  bill  to  alter  the  serend  acts  levving  duties  on 
imports  ;  which  having  been  agreed  to,  the  general  or- 
ders preceding  that  but  were  postponed,  on  motion  of 
Mr  mCKERSON,  and  it  was  taken  up.  The  motion  of 
Mr.  BENTON,  adding  ten  cents  to  the  present  duty  on 
indigo,  and  25  cents  per  annum  afterwards,  until  it 
amounts  to  one  doUar  per  pound,  being  under  conndera- 
lioiw 

1^.  MACON  addressed  the  Senate  in  a  speech  of  two 
hours  in  length,  supporting  the  provision,  and  treating 
at  large  of  the  general  policpr  of  the  bill,  and  its  opera- 
tion on  the  various  sections  of  the  country.  He  contend- 
ed that  the  benefits  of  the  system  had  been  confined  to 
the  people  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  that  the  South  had 
miiferea  severely  under  its  influence. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  divide  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  disposed  to  protect  the  article,  and  he 
wished  that  the  firbt  part  should  succeed.  Fifty  cents 
pef  pound  appeared  to  him  to  be  quite  sufficient,  and  he 
thought  the  amendment  as  it  stood  proposed  too  high  a- 
rate  of  duty.  He  asked  that  the  question  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  first  part ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  the  proposition  now  ad- 
vanced would  add  to  the  duty  25  cents  in  one  year, 
which  he  thought  far  too  rapid.  The  article  was  not  now 
produced  in  any  great  quantity — certainly  not  safficient 
to  supply  the  consumption  of  the  country  j  nor  would  it 
be  in  tne  course  of  one  year.  He  was  entirely  willing 
that  the  article  should  receive  an  ample  degree  of  pro- 
tection. In  doing  this,  however,  common  justice  would 
point  out  that  it  ought  not  to  be  done  so  as  to  injure  the 
roanuikcturer.  If  it  wwt  brought  on  suddenly,  injury  must 
be  sustained  by  the  manumcturing  consumer,  which 
would  not  be  felt  if  the  progress  of  the  duty  was  gradual. 
The  average  price  of  the  indieo  imported  was  one  dol- 
lar seventy-one  cents.  The  duties  now  proposed  on  it 
would  be  about  fifty-eight  per  cent.,  while  the  duty  pro- 
posed on  wool  would  be  fifty-one  per  cent. ;  making,  on 
tlie  raw  material  and  the  dye,  a  charge  disproportioned 
to  the  protection  of  the  manufiictured  article.  It  was 
true  that  the  coloring  matter  used  in  a  yard  of  cloth  was 
very  small,  but  it  would  be  felt  very  aensibly.  The  ad- 
ditional duty  on  the  manufactured  article  was  only  fatiy- 
five  per  cent.,  and  could  not,  consequently,  bear  any 
neat  decrease,  by  way  of  duty  on  the  matenaU  of  thev 
fabrics.  [Here  Mr.  D.  made  some  statements  as  to  the 
amount  of  indigo  imported,  which  our  Reporter  cannot 
accurately  state.  ]  Believing  that  the  manufacturers  could 
not  bear  this  du^,  unless  a  correspondent  advance  should 
be  made  on  the  duty  on  cloths,  because  indigo  could  not 
be  produced  in  sufficient  quantities  at  present,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  fifty  cents  on  the  pound  would  be  as  much 
as  the  blue  cloths  could  bear.  He  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  striking  out,  and  inserting  five 
cents,  until  it  arrives  at  fifty  cents^  instead  of  one  doDitf  • 
Vol.  IV.— 49 


Mr.  BENTON  said  that  it  appeared  by  the  evidence 
before  the  other  House,  that  the  first  dye  used  by  the 
manufacturers  was  of  an  inferior  description,  and  that 
they  afterwards  made  use  of  a  fine  dye.  Three-fourths 
of  the  indigo  used  came  from  the  British  and  Spanish 
East  Indies ;  and  it  was  testified  that  the  fine  quality  coat 
about  #  2  50  per  pound.  That  from  Guatemala  was  of 
an  inferior  kind,  and  cheaper  ?  Uken  together^  the.  two 
descriptions  of  indigo  imported  amount^  to  a  fraction 
leas  than  one  million  of  dollars.  If  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  him  [Mr.  B.]  was  adopted,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  importing  the  inferior  kind,  and  perhaps  not 
to  a  great  extent,  the  best.  Now,  the  rate  of  his  amend- 
ment was  far  from  being  exorbitant.  On  the  fine  indi- 
go, of  which  the  g^atest  amount  was  consumed,  the 
maximum  of  duty  was  forty  per  cent.  This  certainly  was 
reasonable,  when  the  duty  on  woollens  was  seventy  per 
cent.,  giving  thirty  per  cent,  in  their  favor.  By  this  new 
proposition  the  duty  on  indie-o  would  become  twenty  per 
cent.,  just  half  the  additional  protection  enjoyed  by  the 
woollens  on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  this  proposition  was 
to  succeed,  it  would  be  better  and  fairer  to  face  the  South 
at  once,  and  say  that  they  shall  receive  no  benefit  and  no 
protection  from  this  bill.  The  fiiends  of  the  American 
System  had  better  at  once  declare  to  the  South  that  they 
have  no  lot  or  portion  under  that  system.  Better  ^ve 
them  a  direct  refusal  at  once,  that  they  may  understand 
the  exact  extent  of  the  American  System,  and  whether  it 
includes  merely  that  portion  of  the  Union  in  which  its 
friends  are  interested. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  thought  it  was  extraordina- 
ry that  this  proposition  should  be  opposed,  and  on  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  objected  to.  We  are  to  do  no- 
thing wluch  shall  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  woollens  and 
iron,  and  aid  no  other  interest  for  fear  it  wiU  conflict  with 
them.  I  recollect,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  told  the  friends  of 
the  tariff  i^stem  in  1816,  that  the  British  were  about  do- 
ing the  same  thing,  in  relation  to  their  woollen  manufac- 
turers, as  was  proposed  by  this  system  ;  and  that  it  would 
be,  in  the  end,  much  worse  for  the  manufticturer  than  it 
then  was  ;  but  they  would  not  believe  me«  I  was  not 
mistaken,  however,  and  it  was  easy  to  come  at  the  fact 
We  ffot  the  papers  from  England,  in  which  the  matter 
was  discussed.  Then  the  friends  of  the  system  said  that 
it  was  our  policy  to  oppose  and  compete  with  Great  Bri- 
tiun.  It  does  not  now  seem  that  the  same  doctrine  is 
held,  for  they  are  not  willing  to  extend  it  to  all  the  arti- 
cles of  this  country's  production.  He  objected  entirely 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  bill  was  got  up.  Here  was 
one  interest  opposing  another,  and  a  measure  proposed 
which  he  did  not  think  could  be  justly  arranged  by  Con- 
gress in  current  legislation.  Such  a  tariff  ought  to  come 
from  the  Treasury  Department  to  be  well  digested,  and 
provide  for  all  the  different  interests  without  injuring 
any.  It  was,  it  seemed,  quite  satisfaictory  to  some,  so 
long  as  it  did  sufficient  for  the  woollens.  That  appeared 
to  be  all  that  was  wanted.  The  bill,  in  hb  opinion,  had 
not  been  sufficiently  considered  as  to  its  consequences 
on  the  country.  In  the  other  House  it  should  have  been 
inquired  into  and  reported  upon  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  I  see,  s^^d  Mr.  S.,  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dicksbsov]  smiles  significantly, 
as  much  as  to  ask  whether  I  suppose  he  would  trust  the 
bill  in  the  hands  of  its  -enemies.  This,  however,  is  my 
opinion.  I  do  not  think  that  woollens  alone  are  to  be 
protected  at  the  expense  of  other  important  articles. 

Mr.  HAYNB  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill  m  its 
principles  as  well  as  in  its  details.  It  could  assume  no 
shape  which  would  make  it  acceptable  to  him,  or  which 
could  prevent  it  firom  operating  roost  oppresaively  and 
unjustly  on  his  constituents.  With  these  riews,  be 
had  detennined  to  make  no  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
in  any  respect  whatever «  but  when  such  motioni  were 
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made  by  Qthers,  and  he  was  compelled  to  vote  on 
them,  be  knew  i\o  better  rule  than  to  endeavor  to 
make  the  bill  consistent  with  itself.  On  this  princi- 
ple he  had  acted  in  all  the  votes  he  had  given  on  this  bill. 
He  had  endeavored  to  cany  out  to  its  legitimate  conse- 
quences what  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  miscall  the  "Ame- 
rican Sj^stem."  With  a  fixed  resolution  to  vote  against 
the  bill,  he  still  considered  himself  at  liberty  to  assist  in 
80  arrane^ing  the  details  as  to  extend  to  eveiy  great  inte- 
rest, and  to  all  portions  of  the  country,  as  far  as  may  be 
practicable,equal  prutection,and  to  distribute  the  burtneus 
of  the  system  equally,  in  order  that  iu  benefits  as  well  as 
its  evils  may  be  fully  tested.  On  this  principle,  he  sliould 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
because  it  was  in  strict  conformity  with  all  the  principles 
of  the  bill.  As  a  Southern  man,  he  would  ask  no  boon 
for  the  South — he  should  propose  nothing  \  but  he  must 
say  that  the  protection  of  Indigo  rested  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  every  other  article  proposed  to  be  protected  by 
this  billy  and  he  did  not  see  how  gentlemen  could,  con- 
sistently with  their  maxims,  vote  against  it.  What  was 
the  principle  on  which  this  bill  was  professedly  founded? 
If  there  was  any  principle  at  all  in  the  bili«  it  was  that, 
whenever  the  country  had  the  capacity  to  produce  an  ar- 
ticle with  which  any  loo  ported  article  could  enter  into 
competition,  the  domestic  product  was  to  be  protected 
by  a  duty.  Now,  had  the  Southern  States  the  capacity 
to  prodnce  im%o  ?  The  soil  and  climate  of  those  SUtes 
were  well  suUed  to  the  culture  of  the  article.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution  our  exports  of  the  ar- 
ticle amounted  to  no  less  than  1,100,000  lbs.  The  whole 
quantity  now  imported  into  the  United  Stales  is  only 
l,150»0001bs.  ;  so  that  the  capacity  of  the  country  to 
produce  a  su£Bcient  quantity  of  indigo  to  supply  the 
wants  of  tJie.manufacturers  is  unquestionable*  It  is  true 
that  the  quantity  now  produced  in  the  country  is  not  great. 

In  1818  only  700  lbs.  of  domestic  indigo  was  exported. 

In  1825        9,955  do? 

In  1826        5,289  do. 

This  proves  that  the  attention  of  the  countiy  is  now 
directed  to  the  subject.  The  Senator  from  Indiana,  in 
some  remarks  which  he  made  on  this  subject  yesterdav, 
sUted  that,  according  to  the  principles  ot  the  American 
System,  (so  called,)  protection  was  not  extended  to  any 
article  which  the  country  was  not  in  the  habit  of  export- 
ing. This  is  entirely  a  misUke.  Of  the  articles  protect- 
ed by  the  tariff  of  1824*  as  well  as  those  inclqdcd  in  this 
bill,  very  few  are  exported  at  all.  Among  these  are  iron, 
woollen^  hemp,  flax,  and  several  others.  If  indigo  is  to 
be  protected  at  all,  the  duties  proposed  must  surely  be 
considered  extremely  reasonable,  the  maximum  proposed 
being  much  below  that  imposed  by  Uiis  bill  on  wool, 
woollen^  and  other  articles.  The  duty  on  indigo  til] 
1816,  wks  25  cent»  per  pound.  It  was  then  (in  favor  of 
the  manufacturers)  i*educed  to  15  cents.  The  first  in- 
crease of  duty  proposed  here,  is  only  to  put  back  the 
old  duty  of  25  cenu  per  pound,  equal  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  from  10  to  15  per  cent.— and  the  maximum  is 
only  from  40  to  SB  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  that  will 
not  accrue  for  several  years  to  come.  With  this  state- 
ment of  facts,  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  leave  the  question  in 
the  hands  of  tliose  gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  giv- 
ing this  bill  the  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  th^ 
filial  decision  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered as  taking  any  peculiar  interest  ii>  this  question, 
in  any  aspect  but  this  :  that  he  wished  hia  constituents  to 
be  made  to  undersUnd  whether  the  American  System 
means  a  system  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  particular 
employments,  and  particular  States^  or  whetlier  it  is  to 
be  carried  out  to  embrace  etery  branch  of  industry  iu  the 
cquntiy-^whether  the  manufacturers  were  the  only  class 
in  the  country  who  are  to  emoy  tlie  p£Ol«cUgn  of  Ibis 
system. 


Mr.  KNIGHT  said  that  Oiis  was  an  additional  tax  an 
the  manufacturer,  without,  as  he  conceived,  any  benefit 
to  any  body.  We  have  no  evidence  that  the  article  is 
produced,  or  will  be  produced,  in  any  quantity  fit  for  use 
in  this  country — ^tliat  so  onerous  were  the  duties  already 
on  the  materials  used  in  coloring,  that  the  British  manu- 
facturer, with  whom  we  had  to  compete,  was  enabled  to 
put  his  colored  goods  into  the  market  at  12  mills  less  per 
square  yard  than  the  American  manu&cturer  can  do  ;  in 
other  words,  that  the  duties  paid  by  tlie  American  manu- 
facturer on  materials  for  coloring  amounted  to  12  milts 
the  square  yard  more  than  they  cost  the  British  manufac- 
turer. 
Mr.  MACON  said  a  few  words. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  did  not  doubt  the  capacity  of  the 
Soutliern  country  to  produce  alt  the  indigo  required  for 
the  consumption  of  the  countiy.  It  was  a  valuable  arti- 
cle, and  its  production  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  a  rea- 
sonable extent  {  but  it  could  not  be  carriedDeyond  that 
without  injurin|^  the  manufacturers*  The  reaaon  why 
the  culture  of  indigo  had  not  received  greater  attention 
was*  he  believed,  because  the  capital  of  the  South  bad 
been  turned  to  cotton }  and  that  being  now  Cie  direction 
of  the  capital  of  the  country,  he  believed  no  great  amount 
would  be  immediately  turned  to  indi|^,  and»  therefore, 
that  the  high  duty  would  be  a  hardship  to  the  manuiac- 
turer,  wiUiout  a  correspondent  benefit  to  the  agricultur- 
ist. He  believed  that,  for  some  years^  the  South  would 
choose  to  sell  their  cotton  to  those  countries  whence  the 
indigo  was  brought,  to  raising  large  crops  of  the  latter. 
He  hoped  it  would  in  a  few  years  be  produced,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  it  would  {  and,  as  the  production  progress- 
ed, it  would  be  right  to  extend  the  du^  on  the  blue 
cloths,  and,  in  a  corresponding  degree^  upon  indigo.  - 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  MaiyUnd,  said  tliat  he  did  not  know 
but  the  proposition  was  a  fair  one*-as  fair  as  could  be  ex- 
pected from  the  quarter  whence  it  came.  But  the  object 
of  tlie  gentleman  from  Missouri  was  to  create  a  sudden 
excitement,  by  which  the  agriculturist  would  be  induced 
to  go  at  once  into  the  production  of  indigo^  so  that,  in  a 
few  years,  no  indigo  would  be  imported.  At  present  we 
ftX  our  indigo  chiefly  from  BengaL  And  it  was  interest- 
ing to  know  how  it  was  purchased.  For  every  pound 
that  b  imported  we  pay  specie,  for  it  can  be  purchased 
in  no  other  way.  We  cannot  find,  in  return,  a  consump- 
tion of  our  pAxluce,  which  is  an  additional  consideration 
in  favor  of  the  protection  of  the  home  product.  Some 
time  next  ;^ear  the  Bengal  ^ips  would  be  on  their  re- 
turn, and,  in  the  meantime,  the  effect  of  tlie  excitement 
which  the  proposition  of  the  geiitiemap  from  Missouri 
would  have  given  in  favor  of  its  culture,  would  have  ope- 
rated to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in  five  years  you  will 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  importing  the  article  at  all. 
Mr.  S.  moved  to  divide  the  question,  so  as  to  take  the 
vote  first  on  striking  out ;  whicl)«  the  question  being 
tajLCO,  was  decided  as  follows : — Yeas  23,  nays  23. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  Ciuib  voted  in  the  nega,- 
tive, 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment^ 
by  striking  out  **one  dollar,"  and  inserting  *' fifty  cents»" 
ouJung  the  increase  of  duty  proposed  by  Mr.  Bxstov, 
Mop  at  the  hitter  amount. 

On  this  motion  a  qufsstion  of  on}er  srose,  whiph  was 
debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs.  ElNG,  VAN  BU- 
liEN,  DICKERSON*  W£B8T£B,  MACON,  HARIU- 
SON,  WOODBUKT,  BRANCH,  and  CHANDI^BR. 

The  question,  which  was  admitted  to  be  a  doubtful 
one  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Manual,  whether,  alter  hav- 
ing refused  to  strike  out  a  portioji  of  a  bill,  the  part  pro- 
posed to  be  struck  out  was  amendably  was  subn^ttetl  to 
the  Senate  by  the  CHAIR)  and  tlie  questioii  being  put, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  mCKEftSON  then  renewed  lus  notion. 
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Mr.  NOBLB  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  i  motion,  becAuse  he  w<a8  tgainst  the  duty  on  Indigo,  with 
Mr.  DrcKKBsoH's  previous  motion,  which  took  precedence  I  which  it  was  connected. 


of  that  gentleman*9  last  motion  ;  and  the  jeM  and  nays 
having-  been  ordered,  the  question  was  decided  as  follows: 
Yeas  23,  Nays  23. 

The  vote  being  equaT,  the  Chaib  voted  in  the  n^ga- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dtcksr- 
soir  was  divided,  and  the  question  being  put  on  strilcing 
out,  it  was  carried. 

The  qhestion  then  occurring  oii  inserting  **  fifty  cents,*' 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said  that,  as  his  object  was  to  protect 
mamifttcturipg  industry  6f  every  description,  he  would 
propose  to  amend  tli*  amendment,  by  adding,  •*  and  on 
all  silk  goods,  25  per  centum  ad  valorem,"  but  withdrew 
it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WEBSTEB,  who  said,  in  relation  to  the  dnty  pro- 
l^osed  on  indigo,  that  he  considered  25  cents  per  annum 
too  sudden  an  augmentation,  and  one  which,  bethought, 
would  outrun  the  production.  He  should  think  five  cents 
per  annum  a  reasonable  increase,  and  accordingly  moved 
fo  strike  out  20,  so  as  to  make  the  increase  of  duty  5  cents 
per  annum  $  which  was  agreed  to. 
.  Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
inserting  10  cents  for  the  first  year,  5  cents  for  the  second 
year,  and  10  cents  for  each  successive  year,  until  the  duty 
shall  amount  to  fifty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  as  there 
were  three  or  four  members  absent  from  their  seAts. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  it  had 
nev6r  been  practised  in  the  Senate  ;  which  statement  was 
corroborated  by  the  CHAIR. 

The  motion  was  waived. 
■  Mr.  WOOI>BURY  Observed,  that  he  should  vote 
against  this  proposition,  as  he  had  against  all  those  con- 
nected with  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  indigo.  He 
^hodld  not  vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Afissouri,  nor  for  any  other  on  this  article  unless 
to  remove  entirely  the  present  duty.  It  was  for  one  plain 
reason  ;  and  he  would  detain  the  Senate  only  to  state  it, 
to  prevent  a  misconstruction  of  his  votes.  The  article  was 
not  one,  in  his  opinion,  of  such  national  magnitude,  nor  in 
so  distressed  a  state,  as  to  the  profits  in  making  it,  as  in 
any  view  to  jusftrfy  the  protection  of  the  culture  and  man- 
nracture  of  it.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  removal 
of  the  duty  would  much  relieve  the  depressed  manufac- 
turers of  woollens.  Indeed,  the  duties  on  indigo  alone, 
and  oKvc  oil,  burthened  a  single  woollen  establishment, 
in  the  neighborhood  where  he  resided,  more,  perhaps; 
than  all  the  benefits  conferred  by  this  bill.  Such  was  the 
consumption  of  those  two  articles  there,  that  the  duties 
alone  on  them  exceeded,  yearly,  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  would  appear  by  the  following  esti- 
mate, some  time  since  handed  him,  by  a  proprietor  of  the 
Great  Falls  Company,  in  New  Hampshire,  which  con- 
sumes annually. 

15,000  lbs.  indigo,  the  duty  on  which,  at  fifteen 
cents  per  lb.  is  $2250 

4500  galls,  olive  oil,  doty,  25  cts.  per  gall.  1125 

$3375 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  then  renewed  his  motion  in  relation  to 
silks. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  he  had^jrepared  a  specific  pro- 
position in  relation  to  this  article.  If  the  question  on  in- 
digo was  allowed  to  be  takea  separately,  he  would  agr6e 
to  a  moderate  duty  on  silks. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said,  that,  in  oflfering  this  ameitdment, 
he  conceived  he  should  conciliate  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  as,  if  they  obtained  their  duty  on  indigo,  they 
might  be  willing  to  grant  it  also  on  silks. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  he  should  be  against  this 


Mr.  BENTON  said,  it  was  an  imnatural  connexion. 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  made* a  few  remarks;  when. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  -,  and  the  question  being  put,  the  motion  was  neg- 
atived as  follows  :— yeas  2 — nays  43. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment as-  amendea. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  although  he  was  willtrtgf  to  al- 
low the  g^dual  increase  of  the  duty  to  50  cents  pec 
pound,  yet  the  amendment  was  not  what  he  designed. 
The  advance  for  the  first  year  was  too  great,  as  ten  centi 
on  the  quantity  imported  next  year  would  be  more  than 
9120,000.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  any  indigfO  would 
be  produced  m  one  year,  althougli  it  might  in  two  or 
three  years.  Yet,  although  no  good  would  at  once  be 
experienced  by  the  agricnlturist,  the  duty  falls  on  the 
manufacturers  immediately.  For  this  reasoa  he  shbulcjf 
vote  against  the  amendment 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jerssy  was  tlie  same  as  he,  the 
the  other  day,  had  accused  him  [Mr.  S;]  of  having  held 
in  relation  to  cordage.  But  it  seems,  that  now  it  was  his 
bull  that  was  gored,  and  consequently,  the  case  was  al- 
tered. The  argument  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  it 
stands,  is  this  :  If  you  give  this  excitement  to  the  plant- 
er, and  show  hhn  a  prospect  of  profit,  he  will  have  his 
indigo  in  the  ground  next  year,  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
his  crop,  while  the  object  of  the  duty  will  operate  at 
once. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  his  difficulty,  in  relation  to 
this  proposition,  was  only  want  of  information.  It  had 
been  introduced  last  night,  at  a  late  hour,  and  no  time 
had  been  afforded  for  examination  as  to  the  quantity  pro- 
duced,  or  as  to  the  quality  of  the  domestic  article.  As 
to  the  Bengpal  indigo,  on  the  way  to  this  country,  this  duty 
will  have  the  effect  to  raise  its  price  in  the  market  at 
once.  Little  benefit  will  be  derived  by  the  planter,  while 
it  will  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  was  astonished  to  find  the  Re- 
presentatives of  sister  States  refusing  to  three  States  a 
protection  which  was  granted  by  a  monarch  :  for  a  boun- 
ty had  been  gfiven  by  Great  Britain  when  we  were  her 
colonies,  on  this  article.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey was  now  endeavoring  to  shift  his  ground,  which  was 
always  a  most  dangerous  attempt. 

To  change  one's  fh)nt — whether  in  military  or  in  legis« 
lative  manffiiivres,  was  always  more  or  less  dangerous. 
But  it  now  comes  out.  The  article  is  found  now,  not  to 
be  of  sufiiciently  good  quality  for  the  American  system. 
We  must  have  Bengal  indigo,  which  is  brought  from  the 
British  East  Indies  and  Manilla,  equally  lender  the  influ- 
ence of  Great  Britain.  So  that,  it  now  appears  that  this 
same  system,  in  relation  to  which  we  were  formerly  told 
that  it  was  to  oppose  Great  Britain,  is  dependent  on  that 
country ;  this  very  Great  Britain,  which  we  have  been 
told  de  die  in  diem,  must  be  opposed  by  the  American 
^ystem,  is  to  have  the  preference,  in  the  production  of 
indigo,  to  our  own  citizens. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  shews  us,  by  this» 
that  the  American  system  depends  on  the  British  Govern- 
ment for  its  existence.  I  say,-  sir,  that  this  is  a  fair  infer- 
ence. Fori  have  proof  which  is  better  than  the  opinions 
of  gentlemen,  |however  high  their  stations,  but  who  do 
not  happen  to  be  indigo  dyers,  that  this  article  can  be 
produced  in  perfection  in  this  country.  I  have  the  aulhbr- 
ity  of  indigo  dyers  for  this  assertion.  But  do  we  want 
better  proof  of  this,  than  that  the  boiinty  was  given  by 
the  British  Government  on  AnMrican  indigo,  and  that 
the  British  factories  were  built  up  on  American  indigo  be- 
fore the  Revolution  ?  The  export,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  into  England,  was  abput  the  same  as  the 
import  into  this  country  noT^.    If  the  present  plan  is 
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adopted,  at  the  end  of  4  or  5  ^ears,  the.  duty  will  be  20 
per  cent.  It  is  contemptible — it  is  an  insult  to  the  South. 
It  shows  them  they  can  only  receive  the  benefits  of  the 
system  far  below  tho  rate  of  protection  which  is  extend- 
ed to  the  manufacturer.  They  are  to  be  allowed  20  per 
cent,  on  the  article  in  5  years,  while  the  cloths  of  New 
Eng^land  are  placed  at  70  per  cent,  instanter.  Through 
11  variety  of  questions  this  motion  had  been  followed  up. 
Even  in  the  agonies  of  death  it  was  hunted  down  by  the 
friends  of  the  American  system.  And  now  we  are  told 
that  it  will  occur  too  soon — ^that  it  must  be  deferred  to  a 
later  period.  This,  then,  is  the  American  sjrstem,  ex- 
tending to  but  one  or  two  interests,  and  leaving  others 
untouched.  1  expressed  a  hope  last  night  that  the  friends 
pf  the  Tariff  bill  would  give  the  only  proof  to  the  South 
in  their  power,  that  they  too  were  included  in  the  Amer- 
ican system.  It  seems,  however,  that  this  paltiy  boon  is 
to  be  refused.  1  beg  gentlemen  to  spare  their  strength, 
as  I  have  motions  yet  behind  that  will  require  all  their  en- 
ergies. It  seems  to  me  unconscionable  that  the  manu&c- 
turers  should  desire  to  grasp  the  whole 70  percent,  upon 
their  productions,  and  refuse  to  do  a  litte  tor  the  agricul- 
tural community.  Now  I  ask,  whether  the  friends  of  the 
American  system  do  not,  by  their  decision  upon  this  mo- 
tion, shew  clearly  that  it  depends  upon  Great  Britain  for 
its  existence  ?  It  is  the  inevitable  conclusion,  from  their 
own  arguments.  They  have  their  choice  of  the  horns  of 
the  dilemma— and  they  have  chosen  this.  The  American 
system  then  depends  upon  Great  Britain,  and  she  will 
doubtless  cherish  it  with  kindness  and  affection. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  he  was  not  against  the  dii- 
tv,  but  the  time  at  which  it  was  to  be  levied.  It  is  said 
tliat  we  struggle  against  this  proposition  even  in  the 
agonies  of  death  $  but  do  not  they  struggle  on  the  oth- 
er side  ?  We  struggle  a|^ainst  an  unneceasary  imposition 
—one  which  will  not  aid  the  agriculturist,  and  yet  will 
injure  the  manufacturer.  He  believed  it  would  produce 
no  good  effect ;  and  should,  therefore,  vote  against  it. 
Should  It  be  stricken  out,  he  should  then  propose  a 
substitute.  The  question  being  taken  on  adopting  the 
amendment  as  amended,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  DICKERSON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting  a  clause  laying  an  additional  duty  of  5  cents  per  an- 
Oum  on  the  pound  of  indigo,  until  it  arrives  to  50  cents  ; 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  theb'dl,^y 
an  additional  duty  of  five  cents  on  cordage. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  he  would  not  object  to  this,  un- 
less commercial  ^enUeman  opposed  it.  He,  however,  be- 
Qevedthe  great  difierence  between  hemp  and  cordage  was 
sufficient  to  protect  the  cordage  from  competition  with  the 
foreign  manufacturer. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  tliat  this  was  a  new  proposition, 
and  he,  for  one,  wished  to  give  to  it  due  conuderation. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  but  sus- 
pended his  motion  at  the  request  of 
.  Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  saic^  that  he  was  inclined  to  as- 
sent to  this  motion.  They  had  been  informed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  that  he  had  yet  several  amend- 
ments to  offer.  He  would,  therefore,  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  gentlemen  offering  their  amendments,  so  that  they 
might  be  printed,  after  which  the  Senate  would  meet  with 
the  full  understanding  of  the  questions  they  were  to  be 
called  upon  to  decide. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn ; 
which  was  rejected. 

It  being  half  past  four  o'clock,  Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C. 
moved  that  the  Senate  have  a  recess  until  six  o'clock  ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  motion  offered  by  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maiyland,  was 
briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  WEBSTER,  DICKERSON, 
and  SMITH,  of  Maryland, 


Mr.  PARRIS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  ^  whidi  wereor. 
dercd. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  that  it  seemed  at  first  that  the  duty 
on  hemp  would  be  of  no  importance  to  the  agfriculturist, 
because  it  could  not  be  produced  in  this  country.  But^ 
now  it  appeared  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  swell 
the  price  of  hemp  itself,  and  call  for  a  doty  on  cordage.^ 
He  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed,  that  the  gentleman  ■iippos' 
ed  that  this  dutv  would  not  add  a  single  blade  to  the 
product  of  the  domestic  artide.  Yet,  it  will  increase  the 
price  of  manufactured  hemp.  And  the  Question  is,  wbetlv 
er  you  will  purchase  the  foreign  manutactured  article,  or 
that  manufactured  in  this  country.  Does  he  not  see,  that, 
if  we  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  raw  hemp,  it  will  be  a  bountv 
on  the  foreign  manufactuKd  article,  unless  that  is  taxed  al^ 
so^  Does  he  not  see,  that,  if  we  intend  to  keep  the  manu- 
facture of  hemp  alive  in  this  country,  we  must  lay  a  duty  on 
the  foreign  manufactured  article  ?  He  merely  rose  ta 
make  this  sUtement,  because  he  thought  the  f^entle 
man  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  intention  of  his  m<K 
tion. 

Mr.  PARRIS  said,  that  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wkbstkr]  is  correct,  and  ought 
to  have  its  weight,  imless  this  article  be  already  protect- 
ed. To  shew  whether  that  is  the  case,  a  statement  of  a 
few  fiicte  only  would  be  necessary.  The  existing  doty 
on  cordage  is  ^89  60  per  ton.  The  duty  contempUted  b^ 
the  bill  on  imported  hemp,  will  be  $60  per  ton,  when  it 
shall  have  arrived  at  its  ultimatum  t  thus  giving  the  do- 
mestic  manufactured  article  an  advantage  of  nearly  #30 
per  ton  over  the  same  article  of  foreign  manufacture. 
This  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  protection.  If  gentle- 
men think  so,  they  will  negative  the  amendment.  Only- 
one  other  fact  need  be  stated.  There  ia  not,  now,  nor 
lias  there  been  for  years,  a  pound  of  foreign  cordage  used 
on  American  tonnage.  It  is  imported  only  for  ex^iortation 
as  an  article  of  trade.  During  the  last  year,  the  imporU- 
tion  of  this  article  exceeded  1,500,000  pounds  j  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  which  was  from  Russia,  and  of  course  en- 
cumbered with  the  same  expense  for  freight,  insurance^ 
&c.  as  the  unmanufactured  hemp.  The  exportation  of 
coTdage,  for  drawback,  during  the  same  year,  somewhat 
exceeded  that  quantity,  principally  to  Cuba,  Brazil,  and 
Chili.  Mr.  P.  Said,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the  increased 
duty  on  hemp,  he  should  uniformly  vote  against  any  addi- 
tional duty  on  manufactures  from  that  article.    - 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  he  rose  to  acknowledge  that  lie  had 
taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  operation  of  this  amend- 
ment. He  was  convinced,  from  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  the  effect  of  the  duty  on 
cordage  would  be  beneficial  to  the  hemp  growing  inter- 
est of  this  country,  and,  as  he  was  always  ready  to  admit 
any  erroneous  impression,  he  should  now  consider  himself 
bound  to  vote  fur  the  amendment. 
-  The  question  being  then  put,  the  motion  was  reject- 
ed. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  a  progressive  duty  on 
wool  on  the  skin,  to  make  it  entirely  prohibitory  in  four 
years. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  BEN- 
TON, DICKERSON,  CHANDLER,  and  HARRISON 
participated. 

.  Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  be  did  not 
rise  to  discuss  the  question,  but  to  show,  that  it  was  idle 
to  go  on  with  the  debate  at  present.  Within  the  last 
thirty-four  hours  the  Senate  had  been  in  session  twenty 
hours,  which  bad  been  entirely  employed  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Tariff  bill— the  strikings  out,  and  the  put- 
tines  in.  Such  continued  labor  might  do  for  others,  but 
he liad  neither  the  nerves  nor  the  lungs  to  go  farther  in 
this  fatiguing  business-  He  considered  that  it  was  too 
much  for  the  human  frame.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
Senate  do  now  adjouin. 
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Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  that  the  hour  of  adjournment 
be  noted  on  the  journal ;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  question  vraa  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 


MoiroAT,  Mat  12»  1828. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  bill  altering  the  acts  impoaing  duties  on  imports, 
was  again  taken  up  \  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  BuriKiir,  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  raw  wool,  by  eradual  advances^ 
M>  as  to  go  into  effect  in  the  year  1832,  being  under  con- 
sideration, the  question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  proposed  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision,  laying  a  duty  often  per  centum  per  annum  on 
wool  unmanu&ctured,  until  it  snail  amount  to  50  pef  cen- 
tum ad  valorem,  and  5  per  centum  afterwards,  until  it 
amounts  to  70  per  cent. 

.  This  motion  was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  BENTON, 
SMITH,  of  Md.  HAYNE,  and  DICKERSON;  when  the 
question  was  taken,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  gal. 
Ion,  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  ten  cents  in  the  bill,  be 
laid  on  imported  molasses,  to  take  effect  on  the  -30th  day 
of  June,  1830,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  duty  on  that  ar- 
ticle amount  to  sixteen  cents  per  gallon  after  that  time. 
This  .proposition  he  supported  in  a  speech  of  considera- 
ble length,  in  which  he  went  back  to  the  first  proposi- 
tion under  the  Federal  Government  to  impose  a  duty  on 
molasses;  and  shewed  that  it  was  then  considered  as  a 
duty  on  sugar.  This  statement  he  confirmed  by  a  recur- 
rence to  the  first  tariff  of  1790,  reported  by  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  which  Mr.  Madison 
was  Chairma.1,  in  wnich  brown  suf^r  was  dutied  at  one 
cent  per  pound,  and  molasses  at  eight  cents  per  gallon  ; 
and*  the  two  duties  held  to  be  e^uiu,  as  a  gallon  of  mo- 
lasses was  admitted  to  be  equal  m  weight,  and  superior 
in  saccharine  matter,  to  eig^ht  pounds  of  brown  sugar. 
Both  were  treated  as  duties  upon  sugar ;  one  in  its 
granulfuy,  and  the  other  in  its  fluid  state  ;  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  sustained  that  idea,  and  voted  the  two 
duties  as  reported.  But  in  the  Senate  this  equality  was 
altered,  upon  the  earnest  representation  of  the  New-Eng. 
land  members,  that  molasses  was  used  principally  for 
distillation,  and  not  as  a  substitute  for  sugar  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  ;  and  the  duty  was  reduced,  under  this 
belief,  from  eight  to  two  and  a  half  cents  per  gallon. 
Since  tliat  time  this  idea  has  prevailed ;  and  in  the  enact- 
ment of  subsequent  tariffs,  molasses  has  nearly  escaped 
all  duty,  while  brown  sugar  has  twice  been  subjected  to 
an  atoince  of  duty,  and  each  time  to  an  advance  of  one 
hundred  per  cent,  upon  its  original  amount.  The  tariff, 
now  in  force,  levies  three  cents  a  pound  on  brown  sugar, 
and  only  five  cents  a  gallon  on  molasses  ;  the  tariff  now 
under  consideration  proposes  an  advance  of  only  five 
cents  a  gallon  on  molasses  ;  and  the  amendment  propos- 
ed only  contemplates  a  further  advance  of  six  cents,  to 
take  effect  two  years  hence. 

Mr^  B.  said  that  he  was  induced  to  revive  the  original 
idea  of  taxing  molasses  as  sugar,  by  a  piece  of  informa- 
tion which  had  been  given  to  the  Senate  a  few  nights  a^o 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts^  [Mr.  Wsbstbk]  in 
the  debate  on  New-England  rum,  in  which  that  liquor 
was  treated  as  the  antagonist  of  Western  whiskey,  and 
the  foreign  material  out  of  which  it  was  made,  was  shewn 
to  be  the  rival  of  domestic  grain,  and  of  course  entitled 
to  no  favor  from  a  legislature  professing  to  be  a  friend  to 
the  American  System.  That  Senator,  in  the  course  of 
that  debate,  declared,  upon  this  floor,  that  this  was  a 
mbtake  ;  that  molasses  in  New-England  was  used  prin- 
cipally  on  the  table,  and  not  in  the  stills ;  and  that  of  the 
ten  milUons  of  gallons  anmially  imported  into  that  section 


of  the  Union,  not  nnore  than  two  milions  were  distilled 
into  rum.  Thb  would  leave  eight  millions  of  gallons, 
equivalent  to  sixty-four  millions  of  ^unds  of  brown  sil- 

Eir,  to  be  used  as  sugar  ;  and  shenKthat  the  New-Eng. 
nd  statesmen  of  the  year  1790,  however  correct  at  the 
time,  were  prodigiously  mistaken  as  to  the  future  distida« 
lation  of  molasses  \  and  that  this  mistake  led  the  Con« 
gresa  since  that  day»  into  a  great  error  i  an  error  which 
has  pervaded  our  legislation  •  ever  since,  destroyed  the 
equality  of  tlie  sugar  tax,  and  deprived  the  Treasuiy  of 
an  immense  revenue.  But  that  mistake  is  now  corrected* 
The  important  fact  is  now  admitted,  that  four-fifths  of  th«i 
molasses  imported  into  New-England,  are  consumed  as 
sugar  i  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  suggest  grave 
question*  to  the  American  statesman  in  reference  to  ouf 
revenue,  the  equal  distribution  of  our  taxes,  and  the  pre* 
servation  of  a  market  for  our  domestic  sugar  and  mo. 
lasses. 

Mr.  B.  would  briefly  touch  these  great  questions,  and 
leave  many  of  their  results  to  be  pursued  and  developed 
by  the  minds  of  others. 

1.  Jhit  coneerm  tht  revenue. — The  Treasury,  he  said, 
was  an  enormous  loser.  Eight  millions  of  gallons  of  mo- 
lasses were  equal  to  64  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar  ;  tibis 
quantity  of  sugar,  at  the  present  rate  of  duty,  would  pay 
$1,920,000  ;  its  equivalent  in  molasses,  under  the  exists 
ing  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon,  has  only  paid  $40O,0CN3; 
under  the  proposed  duty  in  the  bill,  it  will  only  pay 
#800,000  \  and  even  if  carried  to  16  cents,  will  still  pay 
but  #1,280,000.  The  result  wa.s  that  the  Treasury  had 
heretofore  lost  upon  this  item,  #1,520,000  per  annum;  that 
it  was  destined  to  lose  under  the  operation  of  the  bill  a9 
it  stood,  a  further  annilal  sum  of  #1,120,000  {  and  even  if 
his  amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  annual  loss  would 
still  be  #640,000.  This  loss,  though  great,  would  still  be 
so  much  less  than  that  now  suffered,  that  Mr.  B.  would 
be  willing  to  compromise  upon  it,  and  leave  to  his  New« 
England  brethren  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  so  great  an  ad- 
vantage until  the  time  came  round  for  a  general  revision 
of  the  tariff,  and  an  extensive  reduction  and  equalization 
of  duties  consequent  upon  the  extinction  of  the  public 
debt. 

2.  At  U  eofuema  the  equal  dislribuUon  of  the  public  taxes* 
The  tax  upon  brown  sugar  is  one  of  the  heaviest  that  is 
imposed.  That  article  is  dutied  at  three  cents  a  pound, 
which,  with  the  merchant's  profit  upon  that  sum,  makes 
it  cost  nearly  four  cents  higher  in  the  pound.  The  ag- 
gregate tax  for  the  last  three  years,  shewb  an  average  of 
two  millions  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  per  annum.  This  is 
a  tax  upon  a  necessary  of  lifb  $  it  is  a  tax  upon  an  article 
consumed  by  the  poor  ;  it  is  a  tax  whicli  is  chiefly  paid 
by  the  people  of  the  Middle,  Southern  and  Western 
States ;  for  they  cannot  use  molasses  as  a  substitute. 
Their  interior  position  forbids  the  extensive  use  of  an  ar- 
ticle which  is  spoilt  and  wasted  in  a  long  overland  trans* 
portation.  The  commercial  tables  prove  this  fiikct,  for 
while  New-England  alone  annually  imports  ten  millions 
of  gallons  of  molasses,  all  the  rest  of  the  Union  put  toge- 
ther— the  eighteen  other  States  and  three  territories  uni- 
ted, only  imported  three  millions  of  gallons  !  This^proves 
the  fact  that  molasses  is  but  little  used  as  a  substitute  for 
sugar,  outside  of  New-England  ;  it  proves  the  fact 
that  the  present  great  revertue  derived  from  brown  sugar 
Lb  chiefly  paid  by  citizens  of  other  parts  of  the  Union  ( 
and  it  presents  the  question  to  the  American  statesman, 
how  far  it  is  riglit  in  itself,  how  far  it  is  consistent  with 
the  principles  of  our  confederacy,  how  far  it  is  just  to- 
wards the  inhabitanU  of  the  Middle,  Southern  and  West- 
ern States,  to  devolve  the  burthen  of  the  sugar  Ux  upon 
them,  and  relieve  the  New-England  people  from  it,  by 
continuing  the  vast  inequality  of  duty  upon  the  granulary 
and  the  fluid  state  of  the  article  ' 
Mr.  B.  here  addressed  himself  directly  to  a  Senator  from 
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PeniMyhrftnia»  [Mr.  Marks]  iRcho  limd  aHowed  hi»feeliflgs» 
a  few  dkfs  before,  to  cany  him  so  Tar  as  to  throw  out  a 
very  odioaa  imputatien  on  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  RepresentHtiyes,  which  had  reported  the  Tariff  bill  of 
the  present  session.  That  imputation  was  to  this  effect  ; 
that  the  increased  doty  on  molasses  was  put  into  th«  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  poisonings  it ;  and  preventing' the  New- 
England  members  from  voting^  for  it.  Mr.  B.  repelled 
this  imputation^  as  a  satire  upon  the  New-Engla«d  mem^ 
bera,  whose  patriotism  it  would  seem  to  rate  so  low,  and 
as  an  unjust  and  disorderly  attack  upon  members  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  said  to  the  Senator 
who  had  made  it,  that  he  wOuW  confront  him  with  veiy 
eminent  authority  from  his  own  State,  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Fitxmmmons,  a  distinguished  member  of  Congf«ss  from 
the  SUte  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  'PO,  who  supported 
Mr.  Madison  in  his  proposal  to  place  an  equal  duty  on  su* 
gar  and  molasses ;  and  supported  him  on  the  express 
ground,  that  the  people  of  Hennsylvanifc  should  not,  by 
his  vote,  be  made  to  pay  more  tax  on  their  sweetening 
than  the  people  of  New- England  paid  on  theirs. 

3.  AUtwntemB  the  enlargttnmt  andpretervtUion  ef  the 
h0me  iitarkei,  for  Ltmisiana  sugar  and  moAisies.— Wc  pos- 
sess, said  Mr.  B.,  an  extensive  region  on  the  lower  Mis- 
sissippi, adapted  to  the  production  of  these  articles.  Our 
laws  havefosteredund  cherished  tlteir  cultivation.  It  is  the 
duty  of  an  American  statesman— and  especially  the  duty 
of  a  legislator  from  any  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, to  preserve  and  augment  this  cultivation.  I  am  an 
American  legislator ;  1  am  from  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. I  a«:knowledffe  the  force  of  th«.  obligation  1  have 
announced,  and  shall  discharge  it  with  pleasure.  And 
here,  Mr.  President,  when  sogaris  the  subject  of  debate, 
I  shall  seize  the  opportunity  which  it  offers  to  satisfy  my 
fellow  citizens  of  the  lower  Mississippi,  that  in  any  reduc- 
tion or  abolition  of  duties,  meditated  by  me  on  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  public  debt,  no  injury  is  intended,  and  lo 
for  as  my  voice  and  vote  can  go,  no  injury  shall  be  done 
to  the  domestic  cultivation  of  this  great  staple  by  them. 
Ift  saying  this,  I  retract  nothing,  1  expbin  nothing,  which 
I  have  heretofore  said.  I  am  no  man  lo  retract  or  expbin. 
I  stand  upon  my.  wordf.,  and  abide  their  import  \  all  I  ask 
is  the  benefit  of  vy  own  words.  I  say  then,  that  in  the 
event  of  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  implortcd  brown  sugar, 
consequent  upon  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  that 
no  injury  Is  intended,  and  none  will  be  done  to  the  sugar 
planters  of  the  lower  Mississippi.  Ttiis  is  an  assertion  ; 
and  as  such  1  do  not  claim  for  it  any  peculiar  deference  in 
or  out  of  this  chamber  ;  but  far  be  it  from  me  to  leave 
such  a  question  dependent  upon  assertion  ;and  fortunate- 
ly for  me,  it  is  a  question  not  of  politics,  but  of  commerce  j 
a  question  which  depends,  not  upon  argument,  but  upon 
facts  and  figures,  a  question  in  the  exact  sciences,  in 
which  tlie  daU  being  fixed,  the  result  is  ineviuble  and 
incontrovertible.  The  facts  and  figures  then  are  these, 
tlwt  the  price  of  Louisiana  brown  sugar  in  all  our  maiw 
kets  now  is,  and  for  years  has  been,  as  any  price  cur- 
rent wiH  shew,  from  two  to  three  cents  lower  than  that 
of  Havana  brown  of  the  same  class ;  and  that  the  pro- 
duct of  the  Louisiana  phintations  is  less  than  fifty  millions 
of  pounds,  while  the  importations  from  Havana  and  other 
West  India  islands,  exceed  seventy  millions  of  pounds. 
Such  are  the  data.  Now  for  the  results — ^and  these  are 
that  the  present  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  foreign 
brown  sugar,  is  more  than  enough  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection ;  it  is  more  than  enough  to  prevent  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle from  coming  into  competition  with  the  domestic  { 
it  is  more  than  enough  to  prevent  the  foreign  article  from 
underselling  the  domestic  in  our  own  market,  and  sinking 
the  price  of  the  domestic  below  the  sum  for  which  it  can 
profitably  be  raised.  It  is  now  raised  in  great  quantity, 
and  sold  at  a  great  profit,  at  an  average  of  two  cents  per 
pound  below  its  foreign  competition  ;  the  planter  is  satis- 


fied and  getting  rich  upon  sitch  sales.     Let  him  remain 
satisfied  and  grow  richer  still.  I  will  not  disturb  his  satis* 
faction,  nor  diminish  his  price,  or  his  profits,  a  single 
farthing.     But  he  is  not  able  to  supply  half  the  demand  ; 
we  have  to  import  seventy  or  eighty  millions  from  abroad 
in  addition  to  all  that  be  oan  make  ;  and  for  this  grreat 
quantity  we  have  to  pay,  in  consequence  of  a  duty  of 
three  cent*  per  pound,  an  average  of  two  cents  in  \he 
pound,  more  than  we  psy  him  for  what  he  can  furnish. 
The  effect  is,  that  to  the  amount  of  one  cenl,  or  therea- 
bouts, the  duty  is  protective  ;  to  the  amount  of  two  cents 
or  thereabouts,  it  is  a  revenue  measure  $  taking  so  much 
out  of  the.  pockets  of  the' people,  putting  it  into  the  Tre»- 
sum  and  having  no  effect  whatever  on  the  price  or  sale 
of  the  Louisiana  sugar.  Here  then  is  a  tax  upon  the  com- 
munity to  the  amount  of  one  half  or  two  thh^ls  of  the  whole 
sugartax,to  the  amount  of  a  million  or  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars  per  annum,  without  the  smallest  advantage  to  the 
Louisiana  planter,  answering  no  ether  purpose  but  that 
of  replenishing  the  Treasury,  and  when  the  Treasury 
shall'  no  longer  need  it,  a  tax  which  will  remain  witliout 
one  solitary 'reason  for  keeping  it  up  to  its  present  hei^hr» 
and  against  numerous  and  cogent  reasons  for  reducing  it.  I 
therefore  reiterate  my  declaration,  that  when  the  public 
debt  is  paid  off— a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished 
— an  event  achievable  in  five  years,  the  duty  or  imported 
brown  sugar  may  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  Louis-, 
iana  planter,  and  with  sensible  relief  to  the  American 
people.     I  speak  of  brown  sugar,  (in  which  description 
IS  comprehended  mascabado*)  and  which  is  dntied  at 
three  cents  a  pound,  and  not  of  clayed  sugar,  which  is 
diitied  at  four  cents.     The  former  is  no  better  tlian  the 
Louisiana,  the  latter  is.    The  former  is  used  by  the  poor, 
the  latter  is  not.     It  is  on  the  brown,  which  includes  nias- 
cabado,  that  the  duty  is  more  than  enough  for  protection, 
and  may  be  reduced — how  much  it  may  be  reduced,  roust 
depend  upon  the  relative  prices  of  the  foreign  and  do- 
mestic article,  when  the  reduction  may  be  attempted. 
Future  price  currents  must  decide  that  question.  What  I 
commit  myself  to,  is  the  principle  which  should  govern 
the  decision,  namely,  that  the  duty  should  be  reduced  to 
a  duty  of  protection,  when  no  longer  needed  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue. 

Having  finished  this  exposition,  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  very 
far  from  being  an  enemy  to  Louisiana,  as  some  late  pub- 
lications in  that  quarter  might  lead  the  uninformed  to  be- 
lieve. During  the  seven  years  that  he  had  sat  in  the  Sen- 
ate, he  had  given  a  laborious  and  cheerful  attention  to  all 
the  bills  which  concerned  her  welfare,  or  tliat  of  ^er  in- 
dividual citizens,  not  only  in  votes  and  speeches  on  this 
floor,  but  in  the  less  ostentatious,  and  periiaps  more  use- 
ful invest ifi;ations  of  the  committee  room.  His  will  to 
serve  her,  was  not  limited  to  the  peaceful  business  of  le- 
gislation. He  had  been  ready  to  serve  her  in  arms  and 
in  battle.  He  had  raised  a  regiment  of  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, and  led  it  to  Natchez  in  the  first  expedition  of 
General  Jackson  to  the  lower  Mississippi,  in  the  winter 
of  1812-13,  when  the  British  were  expected  at  New  Ot^ 
leans,  but  did  not  come.  Even  now,  in  this  very  moment, 
in  the  moving  of  this  additional  duty  on  molasses,  be  was 
giving  a  fresh  proof  of  his  regard  for  Louisiana,  for  if  the 
motion  succeeded,  that  State  would  have  a  new  market 
opened  in  New  England,  for  the  consumption  of  her  sugar 
and  molasses,  more  than  equal  to  the  amount  of  her  pre- 
sent crop. 

Having  placed  the  equity  of  his  proposition,  fto  carry 
the  doty  on  molasses  to  sixteen  cents  per  gallon,)  on 
ground  which  seemed  to  him  to  be  inattackable,  Mr.  II. 
next  took  a  brief  view  of  the  objections  which  might  be 
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made  to  it,  m  comprehended  from  the  coupse  of  previouB 
debates.  These  were  : 

1.  That  the  molaases  were  consumed  by  the  poor  in  N. 
Knglandy  and  ought  not  to  be  taxed  hig^. 

2.  That  they  were  used  in  distiUation  for  the  maaufiu)- 
lure  of  rum. 

3.  That  they  were  necessary,  as  a  return  cal^  to  keep 
up  the  New  EngUnd  trade  to  the  West  Indies  ia  fish  and 
luritber. 

Tu  each  of  these  objections  Mr.  B.  gave  a  brief  an- 
swer. 

To  the  first-^that  brown  sugar  was  used  by  the  poorun 
other  parts  of  the  Union  in  the  same  way  that  roolassea 
was  used  by  the  poor  in  New  England  \  that  the  consam* 
era  of  sugar  now  paid  nearly  six  times  as  much  duty  as 
the  consumers  of  moUsses  $  and  under  the  provision  of 
the  bill,  as  it  stood,  would  still  pay  nearly  three  times  as 
much ;  and  that  &ir  and  imparlAal  justice  required  that 
the  burtlien  utf*  supporting  the  government  should  be  more 
equally  distributed. 

To  the  next— that  the  proportion  of  molasses  distilled 
into  rum.  in  the  New  England  States,  did  not  exceed  the 
one-fifth  part  of  the  quantity  imported  {  and  that  to  tibia 
extent  it  was  entitled  to  no  favor  ;  that  the  rum  when 
made  was  inferior  in  flavor  and  wholesomeness  to  spirits 
made  of  grain ;  and  that  being  made  of  a  foreif^n  material 
it  had  no  right  to  come  duty  free,  or  subject  to  madequate 
duty,  into  a  country  abounding  with  grain,  to  diminish 
the  demand  for  wbiskev,  and  consequently  diminish  the 
demand  for  grain,  aqd  lessen  its  valuci  out  of  which  the 
whiskey  was  made. 

To  the  third  objection,  he  replied  that  it  was  neither 
Iiis  wish  nor  intention  to  diminish  the  trade  of  New  Eng- 
land  to  the  West  Indies  in  tiie  articles  of  fish  and  lumber, 
nor  could  his  proposition,  if  carried  into  a  law,  have  that 
effect  It  might  diminish  the  profits  on  the  return  cargo^ 
but  could  not  diminish  the  trade  itself.  'I'he  denuuid 
for  fish  and  lumber  would  still  be  the  same ;  the  molasses 
to  pay  for  them,  would  still  be  ready  ;  the  only  effect 
would  be  that  this  mulasses  would  pay  more  duty  than 
formerly,  but  not  as  muoh  as  it  ought  to  ]>ay,  and  not  as 
much,  by  one-third,  as  the  rest  uf  the  Union  paid  on  the 
article  for  which  it  was  a  substitute.  Besides,  the  return 
cargo  might  be  changed  into  brown  sos^ar  ;  and  then  the 
farmers  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  who  sent  bee^ 
pork,  com  meal,  flour  and  whiskey  to  the  West  Indies^ 
would  be  on  a  level  with  the  New  England  people  who 
sent  fish  and  lumber  there.  Both  would  have  a  return 
cargo  subject  to  the  same  tax  on  airiving  in  the  United 
States.  At  present  the  tax  was  unequal  i  and  operated 
partially  in  fiivor  of  the  citizens  of  New  England.  The 
brown  sugar  paid  a  duty  of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent ; 
the  molasses,  at  five  cents  a  gallon>  had  only  paid  a  duly 
of  15  per  cent ;  at  ten  cents  it  woukl  only  pay  3u  per 
cent  I  and  even  at  the  rate  proposed  by  him,  to  wit,  16 
cents,  it  would  only  pay  about  50  per  cent;  a  rate  of  duty 
little  more  than  half  of  what  this  bUl,  in  the  article  of 
woollen  goods,  imposes  upon  tlie  Western,  Soutiiem, 
and  middle  States^  for  the  benefit  of  New  England. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  a  compliment  to  the  vigilance, 
sagacitv,  perseverance,  and  unity  of  action,  which  had  en- 
abled the  New  England  memben^  heretofore,  to  appro* 
priate  to  themselves  all  the  benefits,  and  leave  to  otliers 
all  the  burthens  of  the  different  tariffii.  lie  did  not 
blame  them  for  it.  Their  paiiamount  duty  was  to  their 
constituents,  and  they  discbai^ed  that  duty  with  a  zeal 
and  assiduity  worthy  of«  all  praise.  But  he  should  blame 
himself  if  he  did  not  profit  from  their  example.  His 
paramount  duty  was  to  the  people  of  >lJssouri «  and 
this  duty  required  liis  best  exertions  to  protect  her  sta- 
ples, and  to  equalize,  if  possible,  the  burthens  and  the 
Benefits  of  the  present  tariff.  This  was  aU  tliat  he  was 
aiming  at,  either  in  the  present  motion,  or  in  the  motions 


made,  or  to  be  made  by  him ;  and  be  wuhed  it  to  be  so 
understood  by  all  concerned. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  briefly  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BxvTOjr  {  when,  the  question  beioyjAut,  it  wax  decided 
in 'the  nelirative.  •••■■• 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  wooi- 
len  blankets.  In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  observ* 
ed,  that  blankets  were  an  article  of  necessity^  required 
by  every  bodyi  but  mostly  by  the  poorest  people. 
They  were  also  requnred  fur  shivea  and  Indjans^  and.  in- 
deed,  no  class  could  do  without  them.  There  bad  al* 
ways  been  a  distinctioo  between  the  duty  on  blankeUi 
and  other  woollen  g^ods,  in  the  yarious  tarifls,  on  the 
ground  that  tliey  were  of  prime  necessity.  There  was 
another  reason  which  might  be  ui^ged  for  removing  this 
di|ty.  It  was,  that  the  manufiu:ture  was  not  competent 
to  the  Mipply  of  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and,  as 
the  duty  would  onl^  benefit  a  few  individuals,  while  Uie 
poorer  classes  suffered  in  proportionals  the  Senate 
had  refused  to  put  any  further  duty  on  wool,  he  thought 
it  would  be  but  reasonable  to'  take  off  the  duty  on 
blankets.  Another  reason  in  favor  of  this  motion,  wai^ 
that  blankets  were  essential  in  tlie  Indian  trade.  At 
present,  the  Uritish  brought  them  across  the  line^ 
while  they  also  introduced  their  furs  into  this  country 
free  of  duty.  This  was  veiy  bad  policy  :  for,  had  these 
furs  been  XjuCtA  ^Tj^  per  cent.,  the  revenue  would  have 
gained  a  millton  of  dolUrs,  and  our  trade  have  received 
ample  protection.  If  the  duty  was  cootiniied«  it  would 
be  a  great  injury  to  the  revenue,  and  act,  besides,  as  a 
heavy  imposition  on  the  poorest  class  of  our  commu- 
nity. He  should  be  glad  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Manufactures  would  give  the  amount  of  the 
manufacture  of  the  article  in  this  oountiy,  and  iU  in- 
crease since  1834.  The  duty  was  not  such  as  was  given 
to  the  grower,  when  a  paltry  protection  was  exteiftded  to 
him,  which  was  always  gradual^  but  came  down  imtan* 
ttr  upon  the  consumer. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maiyland,  wished  to  know  whether 
the  raantifkcture  had  increased  since  1834.  At  that  time 
Congress  laid  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  article,  and 
he  wislied  to  know  what  had  been  its  effect. 

Mr.  DICKEHSON  said  he  did  not  think  the  manufac^ 
ture  had  increased  to  a  very  great  extent.  But  the  coun- 
try was  amply  capable  of  producing  the  whole  of  Uie 
consumption. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  made  some  further  re- 
marks, to  show  that  the  duty  levied  in  1824»  had  not 
operated  effectually  to  increase  the  manufactura  of  blaiv- 
kcts. 

Mr.  EATON  opposed  the  motion,  and  read  a  state- 
ment of  a  Commissary,  to  shew  the  operation  of  the  du- 
ties of  1824,  en  the  price  of  the  article,  from  v>hich  he 
argued,  that  a  beneficial  effect  had  been  produced  by 
the  duty.  Tlie  price  had  very  sensibly  decreased  wjlli- 
in  a  few  years,  which,  he  believed,  must  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  competition  in  our  country,  and  the  increase 
of  the  manufacture. 

Mr.  S  Mil  H,  of  Mar>'land,  made  a  few  remarks  in  r©. 
ply,  attributing  tlie  fall  of  the  prices,  as  was  understood, 
to  the  reduction,  by  Great  Driuin,  uf  the  tax  on  wool 
imported  into  that  country. 

The  question  being  then  lakt  n  on  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, it  was  negativ^. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a  pro- 
vision laying  a  duty  on  furs,  of  all  kinds,  of  S3 ^  per  cent, 
according  to  the  value. 

Mr.  BI^TON  remarked,  that,  when  he  proposed  this 
duty,  formerly,  it  was  supposed  that  it  woukl  injure  the 
manufiicture  ef  hats.  But  a»  one  ounce  of  fhr  only  was 
now  put  into  a  beaver  hat,  this  duty  would  make  but  8^ 
cents  addition  on  each  hat,  while  the  revenue  would  be 
one  hundred  tliousanJ  doUars.    Ue  hoped  the  manufac- 
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turing  interest  would  not  spring  forward  to  prevent  so 
important  a  provision. 

The  question  beinj^  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  BBNTON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
3d  section,  by  adding  to  the  duty  on  hemp  "  ten  dol- 
lars per  ton,  annuafiy,  until  it  amounts  to  ninety  dol- 
lars I  *'  which  motion  waft  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing,  "  on  all  ntanulactures  of  silks,  from  beyond  the 
'Cape  of  Good.  Hope,  30  per  cent.,  and  on  all  manufac- 
tures of  silks,  from  countries  this  side  of  the  Cape,  20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  WOODBURY    said,  the  effect  of  this   motion 
would  be,  to  leave  the  duty  as  it  now  was  on  the  manu- 
iactures  of  silk  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
But,  on  those  from  beyond  that  Cape,  it  raised,  the  duty 
live  per  tent.     At  this  period  of  the  session,  he  would 
occupy  the  attention  <^  the  Senate  only  a  few  minutes 
in  sUUng  the  probable  effect  of  the  amendment,  should 
it  prevau.    By  the  change  of  duty,  the  whole  impost  on 
ailks,  annually,  would  be  somewhat  raised  for  a  time. 
This  might  increase  the  zeal  already  excited  in  this 
country  for  the  culture  of  silk,  and  thus  tend  to  encou- 
rage enterprise,  and  improve  skill.     Should  the  change 
alter  in  time  our  importations,  and  introduce  into  the 
market  .more  of  the  silks  of  Europe,  and  less  of  those 
from  India  and  China,  till  the  former  entirely  engrossed 
the  market,  the  effect  would  prove  highly  beneficial 
both  to  our  agriculture  and  navigation.    The  commer- 
ciU  men  in  this  body  were  very  conscious,  that  the  dis- 
crimination in  duty  of  five  per  cent,  between  nlks  from 
India  and  Europe,  introduced  in  the  tariff  of  1824,  had 
very  considerably  augmented  the  importations  of  those 
manufactured  nearest  home.     Without  troubling  the  Se- 
tiate  With  a  statistical  detail,  the  year  ending  in  Septem- 
"ber,  1826,  exhibited  an  importation  of  almost  five  milli- 
ohs  worth  of  this  article  from  Europe,  and  of  only  a  lit- 
tle more  tiian  three  millions  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.    All  who  heard  him,  and  had  reflected  on 
the  subject,  were  aware  that  the  silks  from  India  were 
paid  for  mostly  in  specie,  and  employed  but  little  naviga- 
tion directly,  while  those  from  Europe  were  chiefly  ob- 
tained in  exchange  for  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  staple 
articles  of  agriculture,  and  gave  occupation  directly  to  a 
much  larger  amount  of  tonnage.    Another  effect  would 
probfibly  be,  that  the  duty  on  some  of  these  articles 
abroad  would  be  lowered,  with  a  view  to  reciprocate  our 
friendly  discrimination  in  favor  of  European  silks.    F^om 
one  Power  especially,  and  that  was  France,  we  might 
not  only  hope  this  ?  but  it  would  give  to  her  some  sub- 
stitute for  the  diminution  occasioned  by  other  parts  of 
this  very  bill,  in  our  presont  trade  for  woollens  from  that 
country.    Should  aiiv  objection  be  made  to  an  increase 
of  this  impost,  it  might  aUo  be  replied,  it  was  a  tax  on 
what  was  in  some  de^pree  a  luxuiy,  and  chiefly  used  by 
the  wealthy,  while  this  same  bill  taxed  very  highly  a 
great  number  of  the  first  necessaries  of  life,  used  by  the 
humblest  classes  of  society,     lie  would  only  add,  at  this 
time,  that  the  change  now  proposed  was  in  exact  con- 
formity with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Manutacture^  in  1834;   and  the  experience  of  three 
years  had  shown  the  benefits  of  the  disorimiiiation  so  ful- 
ly, that  no  further  argument  was  wanted,  he  thought,  to 
"veriiy  their  recommendation  in  its  fullest  extent,  and  in- 
duce us  to  make  the  whole  discrimination  tlien  advised, 
not  only  by  the  committee,  but  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  the  first  commerci^  city  in  tlie  Union. 
Mr.  SILSBEE  made  a  few  remarks. 
Mr.DlCRERSON  said,  it  appeared  that  the  object 
of  the  amendment  was  to  increase  the  discrimination. 
He  agreed  that  the  effect  had  been  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  silk  imported  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 


and  he  thought  that  the  present  duty  was  producing  the 
chan^^  BO  rapidly,  it  was  not  necessary  to  increase  the 
discrtmination.  >, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  to  make  a  tingle  remark,  as  to 
the  operation  of  the  discrimiiiatton,  and  to  propose  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  to  fix  some  period 
at  which  the  additional  duty  should  commence,  or  it 
would  operate  severely  on  the  merchants- whose  ships 
had  already  been  sent  to  the  East  Indies  for  silks.  The 
importers  of  this  description  of  goods  mi^ht  suffer  great 
loss,  unless  the  amendment  were  so  modified  as  not  to 
go  into  effect  until  a  period  late  enough  to  save  their  or* 
ders,  already  sent,  fit>m  its  operation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  the  importance  of  our  trade  with  France.  He 
considered  it  to  be  our  intetest  to  be  on  the  best  terms 
with  that  countiy,  as  she  took  our  articles  in  return — and 
it  was  but  fair  to  give  to  her  an  advantage,  in  the  silk 
trade,  over  China,  wh^re  we  were  obliged  to  pay  spe- 
cie—although he  had  wondered  that  our  merchants  did 
not  export  cotton  to  the  latter  country,  as  the  experi- 
ment had  been  made  successful^  in  one  instance,  which 
he  mentioned. 

<lr.  BENTON  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment  He  was  in  favor  of  this  discrimination, 
when  it  was  proposed  in  1834^  and  the  beneficial  effects 
produced  by  the  discrimination  of  five  per  centum,  im- 
posed at  that  time,  encouraged  him  to  carry  the  prin- 
ciple to  the  point  now  proposed.  At  present  we  got 
our  chief  supplies  of  silks  from  France,  Eiigfittd»  nod 
the  East  Indies.  From  the  latter  place,  we  puira^aa*  ' 
for  geld  and  silver ;  from  the  two  forofter,  for  the  pio- 
ducU  of  our  soil.  We  pay  for  French  and  En^h  silks 
in  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco  i  and  our  statistical  tables 
show  us,  that  our  exports,  in  these  articles,  to  one  of 
the  European  Powers,  France,  has  increased  nearly 
three  fold  since  1824.  It  is  the  part  of  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent policv  to  keep  that  mataat  on  the  rise «  and  the 
doubhng  the  discriminating  duties  in  favor  of  European 
silks,  will  contribute  to  effect  that  object  So  much 
for  agriculture/  On  the  other  hand,  the  na^gafting  in- 
terest will  be  benefitted  by  the  same  ^lolicy.  It  takes 
but  little  tonnage  to  carry  the  gold  and  silver  to  China, 
which  brings  bacl^  say  three  milUon  dollars'  worth  of 
silks;  but  it  would  require  at  least  30,000  tons  of  ship- 
ping, the  freight  on  which  would  be  worth  $400,000,  at 
a  cent  and  a  half  per  pound,  to  carry  as  much  cotton 
to  France  or  Enghnd  as  would  purchase  the  same  amount 
of  ailks  in  those  countries.  Thus  the  interests  of  com- 
merce, of  agriculture,  of  the  land  holder,  and  ship  owner, 
are  both  concerned  in  fostering  the  sUk  trade  with 
France  and  Englaml,  in  preference  to  that  from  beyond 
tlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?  and  every  interest  is  concern^ 
ed  in  promoung  a  trade  which  consumes  the  products  of 
the  countiy,  in  preference  to  one  that  carries  off  it«  gold  . 
and  silver. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  modified  his  amendment  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Wxbstxb,  so  as  to  make  its  operation 
commence  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1839. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

borne  discussion  arose  on  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  WEB- 
STER, to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  subjecting 
all  invoices  of  goods  to  the  decisions  of  appraisers,  in 
which  Mr.  WEBSTER  and  Mr.  SANFORD  took  part. 
Mr.  W.  did  not  then  press  his  motion. 

Other  verbal  amendments  were  made  in  the  biH,  to 
make  it  correspond  with  the  amendment  last  adopted. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  the  10th,  11th,  13th,  and  13th  lines 
of  the  3d  section,  which  embraced  the  duty  on  cotton 
bagging,  for  which  he  gave,  as  one  of  his  reasons,  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  cotton ;  since  the  duty  had  &llen  so 
that  it  was  felt  sevctcly  by  the  planters. 
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.  The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ifijr  out  the  duty  on  steel,  lead,  leaden  shot,  litharge,  or- 
an|^  mineral,  and  sugar  ot*  lead. 

Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  had  made  the  proposition  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  single  remark  in  opposition  to  the 
duty.  All  the  )ead  m'mes  in  this  country,  of  any  value, 
iKere  the  property  of  the  United  States.  It  seemad  to 
him  an  extraordinary  policy  that  the  Government  should 
increase  the  duty  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  its  own 
profits.  He  had  raised  the  question  in  o^er  that  it 
might  be  settled  whether  it  was  proper  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  tax  tiie  People  in  this  manner  for  its  own 
profit. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  T.,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  levying  a 
duty  on  oranges,  limes,  and  lemons,  as  he  observed,  to 
protect  the    products  of  Florida ;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BENTON  also  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a  du- 
ty of  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  olives,  sweetmeats,  and 
castor  oil ;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FOOT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  duty  on  imported  spirits ;  which  was  decided  in  tlie 
negative. 

Mr.  SI  LB  BEE  moved  to  insert  a  duty  on  imported 
umbrellas.  [Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  manu- 
facturers of  the  article,  praying  for  an  additional,  duty.] 
The  motion  was  not  ag^ed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  moved  that  the  date  "SOth  of 
June"  be  stricken  out,  and  the  *  1st  of  September'  in- 
B«rted,  (the  time  at  which  the  bill  goes  into  operation  ;) 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  adding  a  proviso  exempting  all  books,  tracts, 
&C.  for  Bible  and  other  religious  societies,  from  the 
payment  of  the  duties  on  such  articles;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  that  portion  of  the  8th  section,  which  points  out 
the  duty  of  the  appraisers,  and  empowers  them  to  fix 
upon  the  value  of  importations  independently  of  the 
invoices. 

On  this  motion  discussion  arose,  in  which  it  was  op- 
posed  by  Messrs.  DICKEQSON,  BARNARD,  VAN  BU- 
REN,and  SANFORD,  and  supported  by  Mr.  WEBSTER. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  VAN  BUREN,  the  question  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  proposed  the  following  amendment 
in  relation  to  the  duty  on  molasses :  add  at  the  end  of 
3d  section,  20th  line,  the  following  words ;  "  except 
sucli  as  the  holder  thereof  shall  give  sufficient  bond 
shall  not  be  distilled;  and,  on  all  such,  5  cents  per  gallon." 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  order- 
e4»it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, by  tlie  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Kane,  Knight,  McLane, 
Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  -Ruggles,  Sanford,  Sey- 
mour, Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey.— 26. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  King, 
McKinley,  Macon,  Parris,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of 
Mar}'land,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler. 
White,  Williams,  Woodbury.— 21. 

TuMDAT,  Mat  13,  1828. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  bill  making  alterations  in  the  several  acts  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the 
question,  Shall  the  bill  pass  f 
Vol.  IV— 50 


Mr.  HAYNE  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  entered  a  solemn  protest  against  it,  as  a  partial,  un- 
just, and  unconstitutional  ineaM||^  and  concluded  by 
moving  an  indefinite  postponemdjHf  the  bill ;  on  which 
the  question  being  taken  by  yeas  Sfid  nays,  it  was  decid- 
ed in  the  nejjative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Branch,  Cham- 
bers, Chandler,  Cobb^  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston,  of  Lou. 
King,  McKinley,  Macon,  Parris,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of 
S.C.  Tazewell,  Tyler^  White,  Williams,  Woodbury.— 2§. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  of  Ken.  Kane,  Knight,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble, 
Ridgely,  Itobbins,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey.— 27. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  Haiste. 

Mr.  BENTON  read  some  statements  to  shew  that  the 
duties  of  1824  had  not  been  of  any  l>enefit  to  the  agri- 
culturist. 

The  question  then  occurring  pn  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson,  of  Ken.  Kane,  Knight,  McLane,  Marks 
Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey.— 26. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chambeis,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston,  of  Lou.,X»"8rf  McKinley, 
Macon,  Parris,  Bobbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of 
S.  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury.—21. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  returned  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

[The  debate  on  the  Tanif  Bill  in  the  Senate  is  very 
limited,  the  Editors  not  having  been  able,  from  circum- 
stances beyond  their  control,  to  procure  the  remarks  of 
all  the  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate.  Such 
portion  of  the  prominent  speeches  on  the  bill,  as  were  in 
their  possession,  are  given  in  the  preceding  pages,  no 
part  of  which  did  tliey  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  with- 
hold.] 

WxDintsDAT,  Mat  14,  1828. 
DEPORTED  SLAVES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  the  mes- 
sage and  amendments  from  the  other  House,  of  the  bill 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  for  slaves,  under  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  were  taken  up,  and  the  pro- 
viso, offered  by  Mr.  Johnstoit,  to  allow  the  Uking  of 
evidence  until  the  first  of  July,  being  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  J.  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  defence  of 
its  object ;  and,  in  conclusion,  withdrew  it,  substituting 
therefor  an  amendment  for  the  same  f>urpose,  but  which 
was  not  subject  to  the  objections  which  had  been  mad* 
to  the  other,  that  it  would  dictate  to  the  commissioners 
any  particular  course  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
Mr.  J.  then  offered  an  amendment  authorizing  the  com- 
missioners to  receive  all  testimony  presented  to  them, 
in  proper  form,  previous  to  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
provided  that  notice  of  the  testimony  Which  they  intend 
to  oflTer  shall  be  given  by  all  individuals,  within  three 
days  af^er  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  out  of  order  to  amend  the  amendment 
reported  from  the  other  House,  as  It  was  a  proposition 
merely  in  relation  to  time,  as  it  was  an  alteration  of  the 
time  at  which  the  commission  should  expire,  from  the 
30th  November  to  the  1st  of  September.  He  submitted 
to  the  Chair  the  question  whether  the  amendment  was 
in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  parliamentary  ;  but  it  was 
not  competent  to  the  Chair  to  decide. 
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Mr.  TAZEWELL  asked  if  there  was  no  mode  by  whic]} 
the  Senate  could  not  act  upon  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  said  tbtl  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate 
to  decide  upon  it  on  me  ground  of  incongruity. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  then  rose,  and  expressed  himself  at 
considerable  length  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  replied  at  great  length,  and  insisted 
on  the  point  of  order  which  he  had  previously  urged, 
alto  opposing  the  object  of  the  motion  as  imposing  a 
doty  on  the  commissioners. 

•  Mr.  FOOT  said  the  question  appeared  to  be  one  of 
parliamentary  practice,  and  he  thought  tfa^  Senate  not 
oompetent  to  amend  the  amendmenU  The  only  way  in 
whicll  a  modification  could  be  obtained,  would  be  for  the 
Senate  to  disagree  to  the  amendment,  and  then  appoint 
a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  then  withdrew  his 
smendment,  and  moved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  with  the  design  of  moving  the 
uppointment  of  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  TTLER  observed  that  he  had,  several  days  since, 
moved  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  propoMtion  of  Mr.  JonirsToir. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ttlsr  to  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  TTLER  read  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  to 
the  Hon.  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  of  the  other  House,  in 
support  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  also  made  some  further  remarks  oppos- 
ed to  the  motion  jof  concurrence,  when,  the  question  be- 
ing put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  McLANE,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  internaUm- 
provements,  reported  the  following  resolutions,  agreed 
to  by  the  managers  of  the  two  Houses,  respectively  : 

1st.  lUaohei  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  the  fifth 
amendment. 

2d.  Heeokted,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  all  that 
part  of  the  third  amendment,  after  the  word  «*  expenses," 
m  the  first  line,  and  that  the  same  be  modified  in  such 
manner  m  to  read  as  follows :  «  For  defraying  the  ex- 
pensea  incidental  to  making  examinations,  under  the  act 
of  30th  April,  1834,  J  30,000,  provided  that  this  appro- 
priation  shall  not  be  construed  mto  a  legislative  sanction 
of  any  exanunations'or  surveys  which  shall  not  be  deemed 
of  national  importance,  and  within  thei)rovisions  of  the 
aforesaid  act  of  30th  April,  1834." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  question  was  divided  so 
as  to  be  taken  on  the  resolutions  separately. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  lay  tlie  resolution  on  the 
table  I  which  was  rejected. 

The  qnestion  then  occurring  on  the  second  resolution, 
H  was  agreed  to  by  the  foUowing  vote  : 

YEAS.^Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bouligny, 
Branch,  Chambers,  Chase,  l^ickerson,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
H^ndncks,  Johnson,  of  Ken,  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kane, 
King,  McKinley,  McLanc,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Bobbins, 
Rowan,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  S.  C. 
TlUWVell,  Wiliey.— 37. 

NATS.— Messrs.  Bateman,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Foot, 
Hayne,  Smith,  of  Md.  Macon,  Parris,  Tyler,  Van  Buren. 
White,  Woodbury.— 18.  •    /     •  » 

THviiDAT,  Mat  15,  1828. 
PRESIDENT  PRO  TEMPORE. 
The  Secretary  having  given  notice  of  the  absence  of 
the  Vice  President  from  the  Chair,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tcm.  ;  and  a  ballot 


having  been  taken,  Mr.  Macoh  was  declared  to  have  been 
elected. 

Mr.  MACON  rose,  and  returned  thanks  to  the  Senate 
for  the  honor  conferred  on  him ;  but  wished  to  decline 
serving. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  moved  tlwl  Mr.  Macoh  be  et- 
oused  from  serving  as  President  pro  tem.  This  motion 
liaving  been  agreed  to,  nem  con.,  another  ballot  was  ta- 
ken, and  the  vole  stood  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  -  •  36 
Habbibov,  ....  13 
Scattering,       ...        -  5 

So  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  trasduly  eleeted ;  and, 
having  been  conducted  to  the  Chair,  by  Messrs.  Macov 
and  Habbisov,  briefly  addressed  the  Senate ;  making  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  confidence  which  had  been  re- 
posed in  nim,  and  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  and 
which  had  been  entirely  unexpected  on  his  part.  It  was 
so  long  since  he  had  occupied  the  Chair,  that  his  know- 
ledge of  the  rules  of  order  were,  perhaps,  less  perfect 
than,  from  the  length  of  his  service  in  Congress,  might 
be  supposed,  and  he  might  often  ask  for  the  aid  and  for- 
bearance of  his  fellow-Senators  ;  but  he  could  assure  them  • 
that  he  should  discharge  the  duty  of  the  Chair  with  fidelity 
and  impartiality. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  authorize  the  Corporations 
of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  to  subscribe 
for  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  was  read, 
and,  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  13  to  13. 

The  bill  from  the'other  House  to  abolish  the  oflSce  of 
Major  General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  jading. 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  Corpora- 
tions of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  to  sub- 
scribe for  Stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Obio  Canal. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  advocated  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill  would  go  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  EATON  explained  the  bill,  and  said  that  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  corporations  stood  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  subscriptions. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed,'  that  this  bill  would  be  im- 
portant or  not,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate 
on  another  biU,  which  wonld  probably  aoon  come  before 
them.  If  that  bill  should  pass,  this  bill  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  to  enable  the  company  to  go  on.  The 
object  of  that  bill  could  not  be  carried  into  eflect  without 
tliis.  He  presumed  that  no  friend  of  the  measure  would 
ask  the  Senate  to  act  on  this  bill,  should  the  other  be  re- 
jected. He  trusted,  therefore,  that  they  would  not  strike 
a  fatal  blow  to  the  measure,  by  staying  this  bill  here. 

Mr.  McLANE  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the  recon- 
sideration, although  he  would  not  pledge  himself  to  vote 
fvr  the  main  bill. 

Mr.  NOBLE  considered  it  peculiarly  hard,  that  Con- 
gress could  not  let  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
crawl  out  of  their  nut-shell,  or  eiyoy  any  of  the  benefits 
of  internal  improvement,  in  common  with  other  parts  of 
the  country.  He  was  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  people  of 
this  district,  the  benefiu  of  the  system,  and  thought  they 
ought  not  to  be  bound  down,  while  Conf^ress  was  called 
the  local  Legislature.  He  hoped  tlie  motion  to  reconsider 
would  be  a(k>pted. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Fbidat,  Mat  16,  1828. 
PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  bill  to  continue   In 
force  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act  to  enable 
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cUiimnU  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  was  taken  up  ;  and,  aAer  havin/^ 
been  disoossed  at  tength,  by  Messrs.  BERRIEN,  VAN 
BUREN,  BENTON,  BARTON,  and  MACON,  the  ques- 
tion occurred  on  enerossinr  the  bill ;  and  being  taken  by 
yeas  and  nay^  was  decidea  in  the  negative. 
BREVET  RANK. 
The  biU  to  abolish  Brevet  rank  in  the  Army  «f  the 
United  States  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  a  desire  to  hear  the  reasons 
iof  this  roessure. 

Mr.  HARRISON  replied,  and  read  a  report  upon  the 
Mibject.  The  number  of  Breveted  Officers  in  our  Army 
was  very  great,  so  much  so,  that  the  system  was  con* 
Mdered  an  evil  by  the  officen  themselves.  The  bill 
•would  have  no  effect  on  officers  already  Breveted,  or 
4m  those  who  were  now  entitled  to  Brevets.  He  observ- 
ed that  the  task  which  had  been  imposed  on  him  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  been  a 
very  disagreeable  one ;  as,  take  whatever  course  they 
inii^ht,  it  WS8  not  supposed  that  they  could  give  entire 
aatjslaction. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  nid,  that  the  subject  was  new  to 
him ;  and  he  thought  it  required  consideration.  As  be 
Qnderstood  the  gentleman,  tlie  bill  had  the  same  eff*ect 
on  those  who  had  served  ten  years,  as  on  those  who  were 
entitled  to  a  Brevet  for  the  g^Untry  of  their  exploits. 
He  saw  the  difficulty  of  the  subject  which  had  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  It  might  J>e 
that  those  who  were  already  Breveted  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  system  should  be  done  away.  But  what  do  those 
under  them  say  ?  This  wanted  inquiry.  He  hoped,  un- 
len  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  saw  a  prossect^  which  he, 
(Mr.  WsBSTxm,)  did  not  see,  that  this  bill  will  pass  into 
a  law  this  year,  that  he  would  allow  it  to  lay  over.  He 
then  moved  to  lay  I  he  bill  oft  the  table,  but  withdrew  it. 
On  the  request  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  who  expressed  s 
willingness  to  ky  the  bill  on  the  tabic,  as  another  bill 
was  in  a  measure  connected  with  it,  which  he  should 
have  called  up  this  morning,  but  from  an  error,  no  print- 
ed oopy  being'on  the  table.  [Mr.  H.  was  understood  to 
allude  to  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Major  General  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Sutes] 

Mr.  CHANDLER  remarked,  that  the  pKscnt  bill 
would  not  touch  those  officers  who  were  entitled  to 
Brevet  rank  for  actions  in  the  field.  He  hoped,  if  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table.  It  would  be  called  up  to-mor- 
row, as  the  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  present  system 
was  accumnlating  every  year  \  and  as  a  short  time  onlv 
would  be  taken  up  in  considering  the  bill,  he  thought  ft 
might  be  acted  upon  this  year. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  renewed  his  motion,  and  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table. 


Satuevat,  Max  17,  1828. 
The  Senate  was  occupied  the  best  part  of  this  day's 
sitting  in  discussing  a  bill  in  alteration  of  the  act  estab- 
lishing a  Sinking  Fund ;  which  was  finally  laid  upon  the 
table,  for  want  of  time,  during  the  session,  to  give  to  its 
provisions  a  proper  consideration. 

MoHSAT,  Mat  19,  1828. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  b'dl  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of  sun- 

diy  Revolutionary  Officers  and  Soldiers,  and  Widows, 

was  rend  \  and,  on  the  question  of  reading  a  second 

tim( 


niglit.  The  House  had  sent  this  bill  at  a  late  period. 
It  was  true  they  had  been  employed  in  other  thinp.  He 
did  not  take  upon  himself  to  say  whether  their  time 
had  been  well  employed  or  not^i^fifut  now  they  came 
out  with 'love  and  charity  overflAring.  At  this  late 
hour  they  hurry  through  this  bill ;  and  every  man  who 
has  ever  been  where  a  gun  was  fired,  is  put  on  the  peri- 
sion  list.  He  had  been  last  year  accused  of  slighting 
these  claims.  It  went  forth  in  the  newspapers,  which 
charged  him  of  abusing  the  officers  of  the  Revolution. 
The  charge  was  unjust.  He  only  wished  to  do  h'ls  du« 
ty  understandingly,  and,  if  it  took  six  months  for  the 
other  House  to  mature  their  opinions,  how  could  it  bo 
supposed  that  the  Senate  could  do  it  in  six  days  >  The 
Committee  on  Pensions  did  not  wish  to  rtick  their  fin« 

Sers  into  the  Treasury  at  hap-hazard  \  which  they^  must 
o,  if  they  acted  tipon  this  bill  this  session  :  for  it  was 
impossible  to  go  tnrough  with  the  examination.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  it  lay  on  the  fable  \  but  withdrew 
his  motion  on  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  said  he  did  not  wish  this  claim 
passed  ovier  without  some  reason  being  assigned.  He 
thought  it  better  to  let  it  have  a  reference,  and  after- 
wards, if  ttie  committee  found  difficulty  in  investigating 
the  subject,  it  could  then  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB  ssid,  the  committee  knew  now,  as  well  at 
they  could  hereafter,  that  it  was  out  of  their  power  to 
examine  this  bill  during  the  present  session.  The.  cases 
comprised  in  it  "w^re  all  peculiar,  being  those  of  indivi- 
duals who  could  not  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  un- 
der the  pension  law.  And  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
committee  satisfactorily  to  investigate  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  cases,  before  tlie  day  of  adjournment,  even  if 
they  should  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  would  regret  that  the  bill  «hould 
be  laid  on  the  table.  It  provided  for  individuals  who 
were  poor$  and  many  of  them  would,  probably,  never 
have  an  opportunity  of  again  applying  for  the  benefit  of 
this  bill.  He  should  regret  that  tlicir  claims  should  not 
be  examined  by  the  commiitee. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that,  to  show  that  the  commiHee 
were  not  unwilling  to  do  their  duty,  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that,  to  obviate  the  difficulty 
which  seemed  to  be  apprehended,  the  committee  might 
report  on  those  claims  against  which  there  was  no  objec* 
tion,  and  those  might  be  acted  on ;  which  would  be  pre* 
ferable  to  postponing  the  whole. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pennons. 


TuBSDAT,  Mat  20, 1828. 

NAVY  YARD  BETWEEN  CAPE  HATTERAS  AND 

FLORIDA. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday*  from 
the  Committee  or  Naval  Affairs,  was  taken  up  for  oon* 
sidemtion,  viz: 

**Jieaoh€d,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
to  report  to  Congress,  at  their  next  Session,  whether  the 
e^bliahment  of  a  Navy  Yard,  for  the  construction  and 
repair  of  vessels  of  war,  or  a  Depot  for  the  collection  of 
ship  timber,  at  some  point  on  the  coast  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Florida,  would  be  advantageous  to  the  publio 
service:  And  thai  he  do  also  report  to  the  Senate  all  the 
information  in  possession  of  the  Department,  showing  the 
fiu:ilities  afforded  for  such  an  establishment  by  Charleston 
and  Beaufort,  (South  Carolina,)  and  SAvannah,  Biunswiok» 
and  St.  Mary's,  (Georgia,)  together  with  the  expense  of 
creating  the  same.'^ 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that,  upwards  of  four  vears  a|;o^  he 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  subject  of 


Mr.  NOBLE  objected  to  the  second  reading,  and  con- 
sequent reference  to  the  Pension  Committee,  on  the   ii«vt  w«u<^u  w^  »«.««^.ww..  w.  w~  ^ ^  .^^,«^»  w. 

ground  that  there  was  not  time  to  examine  the  various   tiie  establishment  of  a  Navy  Yard  at  Charieston,  in  South 
claims  comprised  in  the  bill,  previous  to  next  Monday  I  CaroUna.    He  believed  then,  and  had  not  changed  hi» 

id- 
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opinion  since,  th«t  such  an  establishment  would  be  ex- 
tremely conrenient  to  the  Navy,  especially  to  that  por- 
tion of  it  which  was  employed  on  tlie  West  India  station 
— generally  composed  of  sloops  of  war  and  schooners. 
To  these  ressels,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  g^eat  conve- 
nience to  have  a  Navy  Yard  at  some  point  between 
Cape  Hatteras  and  Florida  Cape,  to  which  they  could 
resort,  nut  only  for  naval  stores,  but  for  necessary  re- 
pairs. Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  efficiency 
of  our  squadron,  on  the  West  India  stations,  and  true  eco- 
nomy, too,  would  be  promoted  by  such  an  establishment, 
lie  was  likewise  well  satisfied  that,  from  the  superior 
quality  and  greater  cheapness  of  timber,  and  from  other 
advantages,  the  interests  of  the  service  would  be  advan- 
ced, by  building  vessels  of  an  inferior  class  at  some  con- 
venient  point  on  the  Southern  coast.  Influenced  by  these 
considerations,  and  believing,  moreover,  that  it  was  very 
desirable  that  a  portion  of  the  immense  revenue  collected 
at  the  South  should,  if  possible,  be  expended  there,  on 
objects  of  national  importance,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
submit  the  resolution  of  which  he  had  spoken,  very  soon 
after  he  became  a  member  of  the  Senate.  But,  tliough 
he  had  not  lost  si^ht  of  the  object  for  one  moment  since, 
and  had  always  improved  every  opportunity  to  urge  it, 
he  had  never  yet  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  point,  at  which 
he  could  obtain  even  a  decision  on  the  subject.  He  knew, 
of  course,  when  he  first  undertook  to  move  in  the  busi- 
ness, that  Congress  would  not  act  without  an  inquiry  by 
the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  nor  without  a  report 
from  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pediency of  this  measure. 

His  first  step,  therefore,  was  to  institute  such  an  in- 
quiry.    The  committee  would  not  act  without  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Department,  and  the  Department  would  not 
act  without  a  survey  and  examination.     All,  therefore, 
that  he  could  accomplish,  (and  that  was  not  easily  ef- 
fected) was  the  passage  of  a  law  directing  a  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  establishing  a  Navy  Yard 
there.     It  was  nearly  two  years  before  the  survey  directed 
by  that  act  was  completed,  and  the  report  submitted  to 
Congress.  At  this  stage  of  the  business,  said  Mr.H.,  and  at 
the  very  moment  that  1  indulged  the  hope  that  I  should  at 
length  obtain  a  decision  on  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting 
to  my  constituents,  the  claims  of  our  sister  city.  Savannah, 
were  interposed  { and  the  question  was  presented,  whether 
Savannah  or  Charleston  v/i^s  best  adapted  to  the  purpose 
of  a  Naval  establishment  ?     Hie  claims  of  Beaufort,  Bruns- 
wick, and  St.  Mary's,  were  also,  soon  after,  interposed, 
and  new  surveys  were  ordered.     Though  most  of  these 
surveys  have  been  completed,  the  Senate  has  not,  to  this 
houi^  been  furnished  with  the  results  of  the  whole.     In 
the  mean  time,  a  second  petition  has  been  presented  from 
the  city  of  Savannah,  and  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
finding  themselves  still  without  the  information  necessary 
for  a  final  decision  on  the  subject,  have  directed  me  to 
submit  the  resolution  which  has  just  becH  read,     Mr.  H. 
said,  that  he  would,  in  conclusion,  only  remark,  tiiat  all 
that  he  desired,  or  could  ask,  was,   that  the  proper  de- 
partment of  the  Government  should  (as  soon  as  the  re- 
ports were  all  made)  candidly  consider,  and  finally  decide, 
whether,  on  account  of  any,  or  all,  of  the  considerations 
he  had  stated  it  was  not  just  and  proper  that  a  Navy  Yard, 
or  depot,  for  supniies,  should  be  established  at  one  of  the 
places  raentioneo  in  the  resolution  ;  and,  should  that  be 
decided  on,  he  would  be  perfectly  willing  that  the  claims 
of  Charleston  sliould  be  compared  with  those  of  Savan- 
nah, St.  Mary's,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,  and  that  an 
impartial  decision  should  be  made  among  them; 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  amend 


of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  incorporating  the  Ch«sa^ 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  $"  and  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  for  the  same  purpose  :  the  object  of 
which  having  been  explained  by  him,  he  asked  the  yen 
and  nays. 

On  this  motion  considerable  debate  took  place,  ia 
which  Messrs.  DICKKRSON,  FOOl',  HATNE,  and 
SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  it  (  MessrB.^WBB- 
STER  and  McLANE  demred  that  it  should  be  taken  up 
to-morrow;  and  Messrs.  HARRISON,  HENDRICKS, 
and  NOBLE,  advocated  the  present  consideration  of  the 
bill. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  considering,  it  wss 
agreed  to,  as  follows  t 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batemsn,  BouSgnf » 
Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  Johnbton,  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  McKlnl^, 
Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Robblns,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Silbbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler» 
Webster,  Willey.— 26. 

NAYS. -^Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickcrson,  Ellis,  Foot,  llayne.  King,  McLane, 
Macon,  Parris,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smtth,.Qf  South  Carolina, 
Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodbury. — 20. 

Some  documents  were  then  read,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
HENDRICKS,  explanatory  of  the  act. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  made  some  explanations  ;  when,  the 
question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  biU  to  a"  third  read<- 
ing,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  it  was  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  Uke  up  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  subscription  to  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company  ;  on  which  be  asked  the  yeas  ana 
nays. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  that  the  Senate  go  into  Executive 
business  ;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  speak  upon  a 

Question  of  order.  The  bill  which  had  been  already  or- 
ered  to  a  third  reading  had  not  been  passed,  and  he 
thought  it  improper  to  consider  the  question  of  subscrib- 
ing to  stock  in  a  company  before  its  charter  was  granted. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  would  merely  correct  a  mis- 
take in  facts,  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  fallen  into.  The  charter  had  been  granted  by  a  fop- 
mer  Conffress,  and  the  bill  which  had  been  ordered  to  a. 
third  reading,  only  provided  for  its  modification  in  certain 
particulars. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed  that  this  was  not  a 
Western  measure.  Not  one  dollar  would  be  expended 
west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  So  far  from  this  be- 
ing the  case,  by  the  express  lang^ge  of  the  bill,  the 
canal  was  to  .terminate  at  Cumberland.  This  being  the 
fact,  it  was  not  fair  to  argue  that  they  were  pressing 
Western  measures,  in  preference  to  others,  upon  the 
notice  of  Congress.  He  did  not,  however,  tlunk,  as 
others  did,  a  long  series  of  years  would  elapse  before  it 
would  pass  the  Alleghanies.  He  believed  that,  in  a  few 
yenrs,  the  stock  of  the  company  would  become  as  valu- 
able as  that  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  that  it  would  be  sup- 
ported by  subscriptions  from  every  quarter.  It  had  been 
assumed  that  this  measure  was  commenced  by  Congress. 
This  wss  not  the  case,  as  it  had  emanated  ftt>m  the  le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  which  passed  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  company  in  1824.  Since  that  period  other  confirm- 
atory acts  had  been  passed.  Mr.  H.  here  detailed  the 
various  acts  in  relation  to  the  object  under  consideration. 
He  then  gave  a  succinct  history  of  the  various  surveys,  and 
their  results,  which  were  highly  favorable  to  the  project. 
He  referred  to  the  resuU  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  ca* 


and  explain  an  act,  entitled  •*  An  act  confirming  an  act  |  nals  5  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  stock  iiTtbe  Che- 
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Mpeake  and  Ohio  Canal  would  becoma  as  valuable  as  in 
those  works.  He  considered  it  \i\gMy  itnnortant,  as  form- 
ing a  bond  of  union  between  the  East  and  the  West  He 
read  several  documents  to  thew  the  nature  of  the  work 
on  the  diflPerent  sections,  and  the  practicability  of  sur- 
mounting all  the  difficulties  which  the  ftce  of  the  coun- 
try presented.  The  means  for  carrying  the  canal  suc- 
cessftilly  into  operation  were  within  the  reach  of  the  com- 
pany, if  the  assistance  on  the  part  of  Government,  pro- 
vided for  by  this  bill,  should  be  granted.  The  subscrip- 
tions in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  three  Corpora- 
tions of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  and 
o€  the  State  of  Maryland,  amounted  to  about  three  mil- 
lions, while  the  largest  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the 
canal  to  Cumberland  was  only  about  four  millions.  Vir- 
ginia bad  not  yet  subscribed,  nor  had  Pennsylvania  ;  and 
the  former  was  deeply  interested  in  the  completion  of 
the  work.  The  subscriptions  which  he  had  mentioned 
were  entirely  contingent,  and  depended  upon  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  The  importance  or  its  passage  at  this  time 
was  very  great  ?  as,  if  this  session  was  allowed  to  pass  by, 
the  spirit  which  had  operated  to  obtain  the  subscriptions 
which  had  been  already  made,  would  have  abated,  and 
the  work  would  consequently  be  discouraged  and  delay- 
ed. The  canal  was  to  pass  through  a  country  abounding 
in  valuable  produeU,  and  would  be  of  vast  utility  to  one 
of  the  riehest  portions  of  the  Union ;  and,  from  the  view 
he  l)ad  taken  of  the  subject,  he  was  of  opinion  that,  large 
as  the  dividends  of  the  New  York  canals  were,  those  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  after  having  been  as 
long  in  operation,  would  be  still  greater.  As  a  means  of 
uniting  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  East  and  the 
West,  he  considered  it  far  more  important  than  all  the 
millions  which  could  possibly  be  expended  in  its  construe 
lion. 

Mr.  MACON  observed  that  he  had  but  a  few  words  to 
say  on  this  subject.  He  had  said,  some  time  since,  that 
the  Constitution  was  dead  and  ^one,  and  he  should  not 

rk  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure.  He  should 
say  nothing  of  its  effect  upon  the  public  debt,  be- 
cause a  public  debt  was  now  considered  a  public  bless- 
ing. He  looked  upon  this  bill  in  the  light  of  a  partner, 
•hip  to  be  entered  into  by  the  Government  with  a  num- 
ber of  individuals  j  and.  suid  Mr.  M.,  before  I  enter  into 
partnership  with  a  man,  I  should  like  to  know  who  he  is, 
and  what  is  bis  standing.  I  should  ask,  befbrehand,  is 
lie  able  ?  is  he  good  at  the  Bank  }  is  his  reputation  fair  > 
But  Congress  was  about  to  go  into  this  partnership  with- 
out knowing  who  they  are  to  be  connected  with.  He 
thought  the  corporations  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
were  now  sufficiently  taxed  without  going  into  farther 
embarrassments.  But  the  Government  would  have  to 
bear  the  burthen,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Cumberland  Road, 
the  expense  on  which  would  last  as  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment itself.  He  had  offeted  a  resolution,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  on  the  subject  of  that  road,  but  it  had 
never  been  reported  on.  He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
Cumberland  Ruad  altogether.  But  it  was  said  that  the 
work  could  not  go  on  unless  Congress  subscribed  the 
million  ;  so  that  it  appeared  that  the  whole  depends  on 
getting  the  United  SUtes  by  the  hand.  They  had  but  a 
few  days  since  passed  a  most  enormous  tariflT,  which  must 
have  some  effect  on  the  revenue— to  what  extent  he  did 
not  know;  but,  at  any  rate,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  the  time 
for  entering  into  other  grand  projects.  As  to  the  canal 
stock  in  the  State  of  New  York,  he  thought  it  belonged 
to  the  State,  and  that  there  was  no  stockholders,  which 
made  quite  a  different  case  from  this.  He  knew  no 
other  conwderation  on  which  it  could  be  supported,  but 
•  the  design  to  keep  up  the  public  debt  forever.  That 
appeared  to  be  the  object.  There  were  many  reasons 
against  the  project ;  but.  he  would  only  mention  Penn- 
sylvi^nia  was  about  to  make  anoti^g  canal ;  Baltimore  was 


about  making  a  rail-road  which  would  affect  the  same 
section  of  country  through  which  this  canal  was  to  pass  9 
so  that  the^  would  interfere  with  the  subscriptions  to 
stock  in  this  company,  and  it  would  be  a  long  time  be- 
fore subscriptions  by  private  individuals,  to  any  great 
amount,  would  be  made. 

He  did  not  believe  in  artificial  regulations  to  bind  to- 
gether the  different  sections  of  the  country.  They  must 
be  bound  together  by  love.  A  durable  public  opinion 
cannot  be  bought.  The  moment  you  cease  dealing  out 
the  price  for  this  sentiment,  it  stops.  Good  will  and  a  fel- 
low feeling  must  do  it.  He  was  sorry  to  perceive  that 
those  who  formerly  voted  with  him,  and  who  were  able 
to  discuss  the  subject,  had,  in  this  instance,  abandoned 
their  ground.  He  would  trouble  the  Senate  no  further, 
and  would  now  take  his  leave  of  it 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between  Messrs. 
CHANDLER,  HENDRICKS,  and  CHAMBERS,  in  re- 
gard to  the  documents  relative  to  the  bill,  which  Mr. 
HENDRICKS  observed  were  very  long,  and  that  their 
reading  would  consume  much  time. 

Further  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  CHAM- 
BERS, COBB,  and  EATON  participated,  at  considera- 
ble length. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  suggested  that  the  bill  which  had 
been  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  morning,  ought  to 
be  passed  before  that  now  under  consideration  was  acted 
upon.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  this  bill  upon  the 
Uble,  in  order  that  the  other  might  be  taken  up,  but 
withdrew  it  in  favor  of 

Mr.  KANE,  who  opposed  the  motion,  and  was  follow- 
ed on  the  same  side  by  Messrs.  CHAMBERS,  RUGGLES, 
and  NOBLE. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  then  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  ;  and  the  question  having  been  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  COBB  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  first 
section,  seventeenth  line,  by  striking  out  **  half,"  so  as 
to  make  it  necessary  for  the  stockholders  of  the  company 
to  pay  in  the  whole  of  their  assessments  before  the  Go- 
vernment shall  be  required  to  advance  its  assessments. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  EATON,  WEB- 
STEli,  and  NOBLE  ;  and  suppoKed  by  .Messrs.  COBB 
and  BERRIEN,  who  suggested  a  modification,  which  was 
accepted' by  Mr.  COBB,  so  as  to  make  it  requisite  for  the 
stockholders  to  pay  the  whole  of  their  assessments,  ex- 
cept those  whose  stock  siiall  have  been  forfeited  for  non- 
payment. 

Mr:  KANE  opposed  the  amendment  as  modified,  as  also 
did  Mr.  BENTON. 

Rome  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  CHAM- 
BERS and  COBB,  when  Mr.  SMITH,  t>f  South  Carolina, 
moved  an  arljournment. 


Wbdveosdat,  Mat  21,  1828. 

The  bill  in  confirm  the  act  of  the  I^egiidature  of  Virginia, 
incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Oiiio  Canal  CompHny, 
and  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  was  read  a  thinl 
time  and  passed. 

RETRENCHMENT  REPORTS. 

Ml*.  BE.NTON  moved  tXat  3000  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  committee  of  the  other  House  on  Retrenchment, 
be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  it  was  now  late  in  the  session,  and 
if  ordered  to  be  printed,  these  documents  would  not 
come  to  the  members  before  their  franking  privilege  was 
over.  It  had  been  so  last  year.  He  had  received  several 
documents  after  his  franking  privilege  was  at  an  end,  and 
he  could  not  send  them  to  those  individuals  to  whom 
they  would  have  been  useful,  without  their  being  at  the 
expense  of  postage,  or  paying  it  himself.     He  thought 
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the  number  moved  was'  too  large,  and  he  would  mov*  to 
insert  1,500»  instead  of  3,000. 

Mr.  BBNTON  nt)d»  that,  a  lony  time  since,  he  had 
thought,  that,  without  any  vegard  to  persons,  the  two 
Houses  ought  to  have  their  separate  printers,  and  his  rea- 
son for  so  thinking  was,  that  one  printer  could  not  execute 
the  work  for  both  Houses  with  the  speed  that  was  requir- 
ed. Aa  an  illustration  of  tliis  fact,  he  would  remark,  that 
the  Commercial  Report,  being  a  statement  ol  the  ton  - 
nage,  &c.  of  the  country,  had  not  formerly  been  printed 
until  alter  the  rising  of  Congress.  But  this  year,  it  bad 
alreadr  been  printed  several  days.  The  consequence  of 
there  being  two  printers  was,  therefore,  advantageous, 
so  far,  as  the  promptness  with  which  the  work  was  done 
was  much  increased.  *  The  documents  which  were  now 
under  consideration  could,  therefore^  be  printed  before 
Senators  went  away,  or  would  follow  soon  after  them, 
lliese  reports  would,  he  believed,  prove  acceptable  to 
their  constituents,  as  the  subject  was  one  of  great  interest 
to  the  American  People.  They  also  had  the  peculiar  mer- 
it of  presenting  bo;th  sides  of  the  question  pro  and  con. 
The  motion  to  print  3,000  was  then  agreed  to,  on  a  di- 
vision, 23  to  21. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL.. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
up,  being  tlie  bill  to  authorize  tlie  subscription  to  stock 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  { the  amendment  oifer- 
cd  by  Mr.  COBB  on  yesterday,  still  pending. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  asked  the yeasand  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  remarked,  that,  in  his  opinion,  if 
the  amendment  passed,  it  would  operate  as  a  serious  injuiy 
to  the  measure,  as  it  would  have  the  effect  to  postpone 
the  payment  of  the  million  sabscribed  by  the  Government, 
until  all  the  instalments  of  the  other  stockholders  were 
paid  in. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  it  was  not  his  design  to  destroy 
the  bill,  but  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  Government. 
They  were  going  into  a  doubtful  scheme.    He  would  ask 
attention  to  the  subscriptions  for  stock  in  this  District. 
The  amount   was  small — was  contemptible— while  not 
one  single  dollar  was  subscribed  in  Pennr^lvania^  nothing 
in  Virginia,  nor  in  Ohio— for  the  benefit  of  which  this 
work  was  to  be  done— ^afler  all.     The  whole  subscription 
was  in  the  District  of  Columbia  :  and  he  believed  that 
they  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  being  forfeited.    He 
drew  this  inference  from  the  subscriptions  themselves. 
They  presented  but  a  beg^garly  account ;  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate would  examine  them,  it  would  be  found  that  the  men 
of  known  capital  and  prudence  were  not  among  the  sub- 
scribers.    And  be  did  not  doubt,  that,  when  the  United 
States  should  come  forward,  they  would  immediately  be 
forfeited,  the  object  having  then  been  gained.     Another 
circumstance  had  been  brouglit  to  his  notice,  this  morn- 
ing, which  he  thouglit  of  great  importance.     When  they 
l(X)ked  at  the  act  oil  Maryland,,  it  is  stipulated  that  the 
milliun  shall  first  be  paid  by  the  Untied  States,   before 
her  subscriptions  are  to  be  considered  binding.     The  act 
prtssed  also  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  provided  that 
the  whole  of  its  subscriptions  should  be  expended  within 
the  limits  of  the  State.     If  this  was  not  done,  the  act  was 
tu  be  witiidrawn,  and  to  prove  of  no  efl'ect.     Ought  not 
these  circumstances  to  make  the  Senate  cautious  in  acting 
upon  this  matter  .'     He  had  read  the  act  this  morning, 

*  ThencpeditionhereipokenofbyMr.  BENTON,  is  auribuubte 
to  a  cause  tuully  different  from  Uiat  to  which  herelfr^  it,  viz,  the  in- 


uodoction  (at  a  large  expense)  of  power  protiet  into  the  office  of  the 
urinicr*  fbr  the  Hovae  of  Keprcsentativea.  Of  thJa  fact,  Mr.  B.  doubt 
leas  was  igtionuic,  or  he  would  have  stated  it.    In  consequence  of  th A 


impiovemc'ot,  the  Pnaters  were  eertainWetntbledtoiaythedoeiiiiient 
lieforetheHottM:ofUepres«ntativeaj;aud)  bjrtourtesy  of  that  bodf, 
before  the  Senate  also)  some  days,  if  not  weeks  earlier  than,  with  so 

.     Kwaniir -j— .  ^*  —  — ^    » -     ....  -.        .        .         — 

BdT 


and)  by  t  ourtesy  of  that  body, 

,^  .-'not  weeks  earlier  than,  with  so 

lare«  an  impreftKiou  (6,000  copies) could  have  been  oUierwise  done.) 


and  he  was  strongly  LmpMsaed  with  the  coQTiction  that  it 
ought  »o  lead  the  Senate  to  pause  and  ooasider  well  the 
plan  to  which  it  was  giving  aid.    When  he  saw  so  much 
caution  on  (he.  psurt  of  those  Stat^  and  audi  doitbt  ex- 
pressed by  the  conduct  of  the  People  of  the  District,  he 
could  not  but  think  they  should  act  with  great  deiibera* 
tion.    From  what  he  had  heard,  he  was  now  led  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  not  contemplated  to  carry  the  canal  be- 
yond Cumberland.    If  so,  it  would  have  to  compete  with 
the  operation  of  the  Rail  Road,  which  was  about  to  be 
built  by  the  citisens  of  Baltimore,  which  would  cany  the 
produce  to  a  better  market  That  Rail  Road  would  touch 
the  Potomac,  and,  to  a  great  extent^  supply  to  the  Peo- 
ple in  its  vicinity  all  the  advantages  o£  the  Canal.     It 
seemed  that  the^  were  plunging  in  this  buatneas  without 
the  least  reflection.    To  him,  however,  it  did  not  seem 
a  trival  matter.  And,  although  the  Senator  irom  Tennes- 
seie,  in  his  remarks  of  vesteroiy,  spoke  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars veiy  lightly,  to  him  [Ifr.  C]  it  did  notseem  in  the 
same  light   The  times  were  too  hard  in  his  State,  to  allow 
him  to  Utink  lightly  of  so  heavy  an  expenditure  as  this  bill 
proposed.  He  thought  the^  ought  to  pause,  convinced^  aa 
he  was  that  there  was  not  time  at  this  period  of  the  session, 
to  act  upon  it.    This  had  been  the  most  extravagant  ses- 
sion that  he  ever  recollected,  and  it  would  be  seen  that 
all  those  measures  of  Internal  Improvement,  the  amount 
of  which  had  been  so  vast,  haa  their  direction  to  the 
Western  country.     So  much  so^  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  scuffle  bad  been  to  see  which  party  should  get 
the  West.     Such,  he  thought,  had  been  too  g«senilhr 
the  system  of  legidation  this  session  « and  he  did  not  tfainK 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  People  were  in  that  calm  . 
unbiassed  state  of  mind  which  was  reauisite  to  sound  leg- 
isktion.  He  therefore  thought  this  subject  ought  to  be  dc* 
ferred,to  come  up  next  year,  when  it  could  be  more  fuUy 
understood. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  the  State  he  bad  the  ikonor 
to  represent,  seemed  to  have  a  fiital  name.    The  very 
sound  of  Ohio  seemed  to  present  a  speotre  to  the  minds 
of  certain  gentlemen.     It  was  now  said  that  this  bill  was 
to  be  passed  for  the  good  of  Ohio*     He  had  yeetardaj 
said  that  Ohio  would  not  subscribe  for  it,  because  not 
beneficial  to  her^nor  was  she,  in  anv  degree,  interested 
in  the  object     It  would,  how^ever,  be  eminently  bene- 
ficial to  the  State  of  MaryUnd,  and  to  the  State  of  Vufrir 
nia,  as  well  as  to  this  District  These  latter  qonsideratiooa 
actuated  him  in  sapporting  the  bill,  and  ho  had  never 
been  more  disinterested  in  his  support  of  any  meaauK^ 
For,  as  he  had  sud  yesterday,  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
canal  would  go  beyond  the  Mountatne.    This  was  howev- 
er, no  motive  with  him,  as,  if  it  went  only  to  Cumberland, 
it  would  be  vastly  benefidal  to  this  D*ittrict»  and  the 
SUtes  of  Marybmd  and  Virginia.  As  to  the  subecriptions^ 
he  believed  that  it  had  been  aided  by  some  of  the  first 
men  in  the  District,  as  he  perceived  that  l.ord  Fairfax 
had  subscribed  50,000  dollan,  and  Judge  Washington 
for  a  large  number  of  shares.     Mr.  H.  had  been  told,  by 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the  People  of  his  SUte 
were  more  interested  in  this,  than  in  any  other  measure 
tiiat  had  for  a  long  time  been  before  Congress.    It  was 
certainly  not  an  Ohio  measure.    It  was  not  thought  oC 
there,  because  they  were  not  interested  in  it «  so  little, 
indeed,  that  his  constituents,  probably,  would  not  know 
whether  he  voted  for  it  or  against  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  observed,  that  he  had  yesterday, 
protested  against  this  bill  being  set  down  as  a  Western 
measure,  and  he  wished  now,  also,  to  declare,  that  thia 
was  not,. so  far  as  he  understood  it»  a  politieal  measure. 
If  no  subject  could  be  settled  upon  other  than  party  prin> 
ciples.  Congress  had  much  better  go  home  than  remain  * 
here,  Mr.  H.  then  spoke  of  the  act  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  said  could  not  be  confirmed,  because  the  Board 
of  Directors  had  not  J^n  formed.    There  had  been  al- 
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reid^,  two  millions  of  stock  subscribed,  all  of  which  was 
c»ntinf|fent,  and  dependent  on  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
Mr.  H.  made  a  few  remarks  in  conclusion,  which  the  re- 
porter did  not  hear  distinctly. 

Mr.  DICKER80N  said,  that  he  thought' the  effect  of 
this  bill  was  not  understood.  The  friends  of  the  measure 
seemed  sanguine  of  carrying  it,  and  it  might  be  that  they 
had  the  Totes  to  eflPect  it  StiH,  he  thought  it  not  satis- 
ActorHy  examined,  and  that  the  Senate  was  legislating  in 
the  dark.  For  this  reason,  he  wished  to  postpone  this 
subject  to  the  next  session.  He  was  of  opinion,  that,  if 
tbey  entered  into  partnership,  they  ought  to  know  who 
were  their  partners.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  contemplated  a  proper  security  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  It  was  true,  th«t  the  United  States  would  ap- 
point one-third  of  the  Directors ;  but  there  would  be  two- 
thtrds  elected  by  the  other  Stockholders,  against  the 
Gorernment.  Congress  ought  to  be  unwilling  to  do  that, 
which  no  prudent  persoli  would  do.  We  would  not  en- 
ter into  connexions,  without  knowing  our  partners  :  neith* 
er  should  the  Gorernment.  He  would  ask  whether  the 
Senators  had  examined  the  Charter  ?  He  had  not  done 
it  minutely,  but  he  had  found  one  thing  in  it  which  was 
worthy  of  notice.  It  appeared  that  all  the  Stock  was  not 
to  be  paid  in  money,  as  there  was  a  provision  that  it  miglit 
be  paid  in  the  Stock  of  the  Potomac  Company. 

[Mr.  D.  read  a  passage  in  the  Charter.] 
*  Nearly  half  a  million  might  be  subscribed  in  this  P(Mo- 
mac  Stock.  He  supposed  that  the  Stock  was  somewhat 
under  par,  as,  in  looking  over  the  price-current,  he  did 
not  find  the  Potomac  Stock  noticed,  whereas,  in  the  Lon- 
dcm  Market,  the  New  York  Canal  Stock  sold  at  a  high 
rate.  It  had  been  intimated  to  him ,  that  it  was  selling  for 
nothing— -that  it  was  now  utterly  worthless  s  but,  if  Con* 
gress  passed  this  bill,  it  would  become  good  in  the  mar- 
ket, and  would  be  bought  up  to  be  made  available,  in 
paying  for  the  shares  in  this  Company.  There  ought  to 
have  been  in  this  Charter  a  proviso,  that  the  Company 
should  net  enter  into  any  banking  or  other  operations, 
forei{pn  to  the  object  of  its  incorporation.  Such  a  proviso 
•was  mserted  in  the  act  of  Pennsylvania,  and  experience 
luul  proved  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  insert  these 
negative  words,  to  prevent  the  perversion  of  the  stock  to 
banking  or  any  other  business.  But  it  appeared,  firom  the 
words  ov  the  bill,  that  this  Company  was  to  make  its  divi- 
dend not  only  on  the  Stock  of  the  CaiMl,  but  on  otlier  re- 
sources. What  could  these  other  resources  be,  if  it  was  not 
designed  that  the  funds  should  be  employed  for  other  pur- 
poses f  He  though  t  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was  necessair  :  for,  he  was  not  willing  to  come  in 
with  this  million,  and  make  this  Potomac  Stock  valuable^ 
Indeed,  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  the  provision  in  rebition 
to  the  shares  of  the  Potomac  Company,  as,  by  it,  the  biU 
was  rendered  a  hotch-potch,  not  easily  to  be  defined.  It 
appeared  that  Congress  was  about  entering  into  a  specu- 
hition,  from  which  others  were  to  reap  profit.  He  was  in 
no  way  opposed  to  the  interests  or  prosperity  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  He  voted,  last  year,  for  the  appropri- 
ation of  #20,000  for  the  sufferers  at  Alexandria,  and  he 
feared  that  he  did  so  more  from  feeling  than  judgment. 
But,  if  Congress  was  to  do  any  thing  for  this  District,  he 
had  rather  give  the  million  of  dolhirs  out  and  out,  than 
enter  into  a  speculation  of  ihU  kind,  full  of  doubts  and 
difficulties. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  rose  to  correct  the  miscon- 
ceptions of  the  gentleman  from  Qeorffia.  He  would  say, 
emphatically,  that  the  law  of  Pennsylvanu  had  no  more 
to  do  with  this  act,  than  the  law  of  Tennessee.  As  to  the 
law  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  provided  that  it  should  iuive 
no  effect,  unless  the  State  of  Mainland  should  pass  a  cer^ 
tain  law.  The  State  of  Maryland  never  passed  the  law  ) 
so  that  the  law  of  Pennsylvania  was  a  dead  letter.  The 
Uw  of  Maryland  proyided  that  the  Canal  should  go  no 


farther  than  the  Eastern  side  of  the  mountain.  The 
Eastern  section  was  first  to  be  constructed  out  of  th» 
funds  raised  by  tliis  Company.  That  act  had  been  ratified 
by  an  act  of  Congress.  The  law  of  Penn^lvania,  on  the 
contrary,  never  has  been  ratified.  He  did  not  care  what 
words  were  introduced  into  the  bill,  it  could  not  be  more 
imperative  than  in  the  act  of  Maryland. 

While  he  was  on  the  floor,  he  would  make  one  remark, 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.   He  thought . 
that,  if  the  gentleman  would  examine  the  clause  in  the 
Charter,  which  he  had  read,  he  would  be  convinced  by 
the  very  psssage. 

[Mr.  C.  here  gave  the  history  of  the  Potonmc  Com- 
ply-1  / 

If  the  Potomac  stock  were  to  be  always  as  it  was  now» 
he  would  agree  wilh  the  gentleman.  But,  when  it  be- 
comes valuable  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  it  is  a  matter 
of  value.  By  reference  to  the  charter,  it  would  be  seeiv 
that  the  holders  of  Potonmc  stock  could  put  in  their  stock 
and  the  debts  due  to  the  Compamy,  but  not  on  equal 
terms.  They  would  not  come  in  until  those  stockhold- 
ers who  had  paid  their  money  should  have  received  ten 
per  cent )  then,  those  who  hold  their  stock  under  these 
certificates,  may  come  In  and  receive  their  six  per  cent. 
Mr.  C.  here  read  the  charter,  to  show  that  there  were 
three  grades  of  stockholders,  who  were  aot  placed  on  the 
same  fboting.  He  remarked,  that  the  State  of  Maryland 
was  debtor  to  those  individuals  who  purchased  this  stock, 
and  the  State  had  never  lost  siglit  of  a  design  to  make 
that  stock  in  some  way  valuable.  He  could  not  but  remark, 
that  the  gentleman  was  very  chariuble  in  his  proposition 
to  give  the  million  of  dollars,  out  and  out,  but  he  behev 
ed  that.  If  Congress  were  inclined  to  give  that  sum  to  the 
District,  they  could  do  it  in  no  way  more  acceptably  than 
by  giving  it  towards  this  object 

Mr.  McLANE  observed,  that,  although  friendly  to  the 
bill,  he  had  doubts  in  relation  to  his  vote.  Whether  it 
were  better  to  defer  the  bill  to  another  session,  or  to  en- 
deavor to  modify  it  so  as  to  make  it  acceptable,  bad  seem- 
ed doubtful. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  remarked,  that,  unless  the  bill  pass- 
ed this  session,  it  would  be  unavailing. 

Mr.  McLANE  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  embar- 
rass the  bill.  He  would  only  call  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  the  propriety  of  stopping  here,  not  that  tiiey  are 
to  struggle  for  the  system,  but  to  con^der  the  aofiount 
already  expended  for  internal  improvements  this  year. 
The  amount  was  already  nearly  two  millions,  which  was  a 
huge  inroad  on  the  fiinds,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  Secretary'  of  the  Treasuty.  He  was  a  friend  of  the 
system,  as  he  had  formerJy  shewn,  but  he  was  of  opinion, 
that,  if  it  was  to  go  on  in  a  regular  and  efficient  manner. 
Congress  could  not  expend  more  than  a  million  and  a 
half  with  safety  and  propriety.  But  especially  at  this 
thne  an  eye  ought  to  be  had  to  the  finances,  when  Con* 
gress  had  just  passed  a  tariff  which  tlireatened  to  over* 
turn  the  revenue.  He  had  made  these  remarks  to  ex- 
plain the  light  in  which  he  should  look  upon  this  bill, 
were  it  of  a  difTerent  character — a  common  case  of  inter- 
nal improvement.  But,  on  this  measure,  he  felt  difierent- 
ly.  ^  This  District  is  ours,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  cherish  it. 
I1iis  City  has  been  fixed  on  as  the  Seat  of  Government, 
and  as  such  it  ought  to  be  Aided.  No  one  is  to  suppose 
that  we  are  to  keep  this  city  in  a  ragged  state  ;  that  it  is 
to  be  stinted  in  its  growth  by  the  neglect  of  Congfress,  or 
that  they  will  refuse  to  open  its  natural  resources,  and 
give  it  a  fair  share  of  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  in  favor  (said  Mr- 
McL.^  to  aid  in  providing,  while  the  Atlantic  cities  are 
enjopng  the  profit  and  prosperity  which  flow  from  in- 
ternal improvement,  for  the  development  of  the  natural 
advantages  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  doing  all 
that  can  be  done  to  make  the  City  of  Washington  a  great 
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city.  I  am  bound  to  look  upon  it  as  the  permanent  Seat 
of  the  General  Government,  nor  do  I  wish  it  otherwise. 
I  wish  to  keep  it  here,  and  by  improving  the  city  to  g-ive 
no  inducement  to  remove  it. 

But  the  great  objects  to  be  effected  cannot  be  done 
without  assistance ;  and  that  assistance  Congress  ought 
to  give.  He  did  not  enquire  into  the  particulars  of  the 
cost,  or  the  results  of  this  canal.  Me  did  not  count  the 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  that  would  be  floating  down  its 
waters.  To  him,  it  was  sufficient  to  know  that  the 
country  into  the  heart  of  which  it  would  penetrate,  was 
a  great  empire  rich  in  natural  products  and  fertility  ; 
and  tliat  its  trade  bad  been  considered  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  induce  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  undertake 
the  construction  of  a  rail  road  to  bring  its  products  to 
that  city.  New  York,  in  advance,  had  anticipated  these 
results,  and  had  already  in  operation  a  vast  canal.  The 
capital  of  the  country  ought  to  be  allowed  to  share  in 
these  benefits.  These  were  the  motives  on  which  he 
was  in  favor  of  this  bill ;  not  that  he  was  willing  to  give 
a  million  without  producing  a  beneflcial  effect,  but  be- 
cause it  is  a  great  work,  and  one  which  interests  the 
whole  country.  He  wished  to  take  it  up  coolly,  and 
would  not  detain  the  Senate  long  iu  examining  the  objec- 
tions that  had  been  made  to  the  bill.  It  was  assumed, 
that  all  that  this  incorporation  wanted^  was  the  subscrip- 
tion of  a  million  of  dollars  by  Congress.  It  was  said  that 
the  Pennsylvania  law  was  a  dead  letter.  He  did  not 
think  so.  It  was  true  that  the  eastern  section  would  go 
on  without  touching  Pennsylvania.  But  the  western 
section  comes  under  her  law.  Now,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Company  may  say,  after  this  orgaitization.  We  will 
not  advance  our  money,  unless  you  will  allow  u^  to  do 
the  whole— the  western,  as  well  as  the  eastern,  section 
of  the  work.  And  then  the  act  of  Pennsylvania  comes 
in.  It  is,  then,  no  longer  a  dead  letter.  And  thus  the 
operations  of  the  Company  might  be  suspended  by  the 
differences  of  the  stockholders ;  and,  should  it  be  so, 
where  will  the  money  advanced  by  the  Government  be  } 
In  the  hands  of  the  Directors.  But  it  will  be  idle  and 
unproductive.  It  will  not  be  active  for  the  purposes  of 
the  company.  Tlierefore,  to  obviate  this,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  insert  a  provision  to  cause  the  payment  of  the 
stock  taken  by  the  United  States  whenever  the  Company 
went  on  with  its  operations.  He  was,  therefore,  dispos- 
ed to  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  and  in  favor  of  a  proposition. which  he  under- 
stood a  gentleman  from  Connecticut  intended  to  present. 
He  had  examined  the  subject,  and  was  friendly  to  the 
dfiiign  ;  but,  as  a  public  man,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
endeavor  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  Government 
against  unforeseen  contingencies, 

Mr.  MAUKS  said,  he  would  trouble  the  Senate  but 
with  a  single  remark*  He  had  been  informed  that  ap- 
plication was  made  last  year  to  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  remove  the  shackles  from  the  law  of  that 
State,  in  relation  to  this  object,  and  that  it  was  not  act- 
ed on.  The  law  was  framed  so  that  it  was  not  opera- 
tive until  the  canal  entered  the  State.  In  relation  to 
the  application,  it  was  not  possible  to  say  what  the  Le- 
gislature would  do,  for  it  was  not  possible  to  say  what 
we  would  do  ourselves  any  long  period  in  advance. 
But  he  believed  that  the  Legislature  of  his  State  would 
be  induced  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  all  ^obstacles 
for  the  attainment  of  this  great  object.  He  was  oppos- 
ed to  the  amendment  now  before  the  House,  as  giving 
an  undue  advantage  to  the  United  States  over  the  other 
stockholders. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  that,  as  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware had  referred  to  him,  he  would  now  propose  an 
■^amendment  to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  as  he  considered  that  it  would 
embrace  the  object  of  his  motion.    Mr.  F.  then  moved 


to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  in  the  Bth  line,  1st  sec- 
tion, after  the  word  "  of,*'  the  words  "  and  paid  by,"  so  as 
to  read  :  <<  and  [the  United  States]  to  pay  foi  the  same, 
at  such  time,  and  in  such  proportions,  as  shall  be  required 
of,  'and  paid  by/ the  stockholders  generally,"  &c.&c- 
While  he  was  up,  he  would  take  the  opportunity  to 
say,  that  his  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  Internal  Im- 
provement had  been  often  expressed,  and  were  well 
known.  He  looked  on  thb  as  a  different  case.  As  ta 
the  two  States  through  which  the  canal  was  to  run, 
their  assent  had  been  g^nted  already,  and  Congress  be* 
ing  the  local  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
there  appeared  to  him  no  objection  to  the  bill  in  pro- 
per form. 

Mr.  DICRERSON  asked  for  explanation,  and  farther 
objected  to  the  bill,  that  it  contained  no  proviso  that  the 
stock  should  not  be  employed  in  banking  and  other  ope* 
rations. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  would  like  to  know  if  sucU 
requisitions  were  usually  made.  He  mentioned  8cvc-» 
ral  companies  which  had  been  bound  by  no  such  restric* 
tions.  This  company  held  its  rights  under  several  Go- 
vernments, which  might  be  considered  in  some  respects 
rivals.  The  interests  of  these  several  Governments  were 
necessary  to  be  consulted,  and  great  difficulty  must 
have  been  experienced.  The  company  had  overcome, 
all  these  obstacles,  and  had  obtained  the  acquiescence 
of  these  several  Powers,  and  now  they  want  the  assist- 
ance of  Congress.  But  it  seemed  not  sufficient  to  exa- 
mine the  laws:  not  sufficient  to  place  the  usual  guards 
to  the  bill.  But  we  are  to  fear  a  bank  in  disguise.  Now, 
on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him  that  Congress  might 
safely  take  it  for  gninted,  that  the  corporation  was  as 
secure  as  any  other,  because  they  were  interested  to  re- 
tain the  assistance  of  the  Government ;  and  that  the 
United  States  were  as  secure  as  was  necessaiy,  tbey  not 
being  called  on  to  pay  their  assessments,  until  one  half 
of  the  other  assessmenU  were  paid.  The  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  was  essentially  the 
same  as  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  before  it 
was  modified  by  him,  and  would  have  the  effect  to  tie  up 
the  operations  of  the  company,  when  a  single  stockhold- 
er should  faU  to  pay  in  his  assessment.  It  would  h;ive 
ihe  effect  to  destroy  the  measure,  and  places  the  United 
States  in  a  most  unequal  point  of  advanUge«  If  it  was 
adopted,  he  thought  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  take 
it  off  next  year.  There  must  be  some  kind  of  confi- 
dence in  the  company  and  the  stockholders,  made  up  of 
people  who  are  interested,  and  would  not,  by  any  act  of 
their  own,  wilfully  incur  the  withdrawal  of  the  assistance 
of  the  Government.  I  take  it  that  the  objection  is  a 
broader  one  than  that  stated.  It  appears  to  me,  that,  if 
the  Constitutional  question  could  be  more  satisfactorily 
understood,  we  should  not  hear  these  objections  to  the 
details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  that  he  had  voted  for  some  of 
the  objects  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and,  in  some  instances,  he  had  repented  doing 
so.  But  this  was  a  larger  project,  and  more  precaution 
was  necessary.  The  United  States  being  about  to  take 
one-third  of  the  stock.  The  gentleman  baa  told  us,  that 
we  must  trust  somewhat  to  the  company.  Why  should 
we  do  so  ?  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  passed  a 
law,  merely  allowing  the  canal  to  pass  through  the  State, 
and  yet  she  has  seen  fit  to  insert  a  provision  against  en- 
tering into  banking  or  mercantile  operations.  There 
had  been  some  striking  instances  of  the  kind,  which  all 
roust  remember.  There  was  the  Manhattan  Company, 
in  New  York,  incorporated  to  supply  the  city,  with  wa- 
ter. Tl>e  whole  de^gn  appeared,  at  last,  to  erect  a 
bank,  which  went  on  without  any  relation  to  the  water 
works.  It  was  so,  also,  with  the  New  Hope  Company, 
which  was  incorporated  to  build  a  bridge,  but  which  was 
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conT«rted  into  a  bank.  Now,  in  this  instance,  he  saw  no 
reason  #hy  as  much,  precaution  should  not  be  made  use 
of  as  had  been  found  necesslary  in  less  important  com 
panics. 

BIr.  COBB  'said  he  rOde  to  inquire  whether  a  person 
could  not  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  Potomac 
Mock,  and  make  his  payment  for  those  shares  for  which 
he  had  subscribed  in  that  stock.  The  reading  of  the 
charter  would  convey  to  him  that  idea.  If  it  was  so, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  ?  Supjiose  the  United 
States  were  t»  be  caHed  on  for  two  hundred  thousand 
doNatB,  and  the  other  subscribers  were  to  pay  in  their 
sliare  of  the  assessment  in  Potomac  stock,  would  it  not 
be  according  to  the  charter  ?  I  say  it  would.  And  thus 
the  canal  would  g6  on  upon  the  money  advanced  by  the 
United  States  alone. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  the  holders  of  the  Poio- 
mac  9tock  were  authorized  to  become  subscribers  to  the 
stock  of  this  company,  calculating  their  amounts  accor- 
ding to  their  stock.  But,  in  no  case  would  the  Direc 
tors  have  the  power  to  allow  an  evaMon  like  that  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  The  modes  of 
attack  upon  this  bill  were  of  various  kinds.  Why,  yes- 
terday, the  District  was  a  bankrupt,  and  obliged  to  bring 
here  a  schedule  of  its  effects.  And  now  tlie  Govern- 
ment u  to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  the  canal.  But 
there  was  no  power  to  render  the  available  funds  of  tlie 
company  useless.  Nor  was  it  for  the  interest  of  any  par- 
ty that  it  should  be  done.  The  representatives  of  the 
District  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  Directors  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  would  a));  as  a  matter  of 
course,  prevent  such  a  transaction.  Would  they  do  any 
thing  to  destroy  their  own  interest,  or  to  destroy  the 
company }  We  cannot  believe  that  these  individuals 
would  do  any  thing  of  the  kind.  But  the  words  of  the 
law,  and  the  charter,  are  sufficient,  and  they  sweep  the 
idea  of  this  objection  fi'om  under  the  gentleman.  [Mr. 
C.  here  read  from  the  charter.]  The  moment  they 
should  attempt  to  do  what  the  honorable  Senator  sup- 
posed,  the  charter  would  be  vacated,  and  the  association 
would  be  destroyed.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  believed^  the  Di- 
rectors would  follow  such  a  course  ^  Are  these  men 
roadmen  ?  Would  they  do  what  would  destroy  the  com- 
pany }  It  cannot  be  supposed.  He  would  answer  one 
more  question,  in  relation  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal.  When  that  company  was  incorporated,  the 
stock  of  a  former  company  was  in  existence,  and  the 
charter  brought  in  that  stuck  in  the  same  manner  as  is 

f)roposed  in  tiiis  bill.  He  spoke  advisedly,  because. he 
lad  some  shares  in  his  own  possession.  In  that  comna- 
ny  the  old  stockholders  came  in,  not  after,  as  in  this 
case,  but  with  the  others.  In  that  case,  the  old  stock 
was  a  much  larger  amouut  in  proportion,  than  in  this  ^ 
and  yet  no  speculation,  no  bank  grew  out  of  it. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
had  not  answered  his  objection.  It  still  appeared  to 
him,  [Mr.  C]  that,  when  one-ilflh  had  been  paid  in  of 
the  whole  amount,  only  that  of  the  United  States  would 
liave  been  paid  in  available  funds.  The  remainder  might 
have  been  paid  in  stock  of  the  Potomac  Company.  He 
understood  that  the  State  of  Maryland  was  indebted  to 
the  Potomac  Company,  and  that  this  was  the  means 
which  it  was  to  take  to  pay  off  the  debt.  The  United 
States  would  pay  in  its  fiftJi,  200,000  dollars,  in  cash  ; 
the  share  to  be  paid  by  Maryland  would  be  100,000  dol- 
lars  ;  and  what  does  she  pay  it  in  ?  Why  in  Potomac 
stock  !  Well,  the  City  of  Washington  has  its  share  to. 
pav  ;  and  they  too  will  pay  it  in  Potomac  stock.  They 
will  buy  it  up  in  the  market,  and  apply  it  in  this  manner. 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria  will  do  the  same.  Thus 
the  work  will  commence  with  the  200,000  dollars  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  useless  scrip  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany for  the  rest.  This,  to  use  the  ^ds  of  the  gentle- 
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man  from  New- Jersey,  is  practising  a  little  too  hard  upoa 
Uncle  Sam,     It  appears  to  me  to  be  tugging  too  hard  at 
his  purse,  and  calhng  a  little  too  loud  for  his  aid.     The 
paper  which  would  te  given  would  be  mere  fodder  and 
worse.     It  would  not  )>urchase  fodder.     But  we  are  told 
that  we  ought  to  have  confidence  in  the  Company  ;  and 
that  we  must  trust  them.     But  can  we  trust  them,  when 
we  know  that  thev  will  be  directed  by  their  interest*  and 
if  they  can  buy  for  a  dollar  what  .wiU  be  valued  at  onci 
hundred  doftars,  will  do  it.    It  would  appear  that  I  did 
injustice  to  the  Corporations  bJT  this  District  yesterday^ 
in  saying  that  they  were  bankrupt  ;  and  that  I  have  put 
them  to  the  trouble  of  producing  a  schedule  of  their  pro- 
perty.    There  wAs  certainly  no  need  for  it  j  for  the  sen- 
ator from  Tennessee  gave  a  schedule  yesterday  \  and  hd 
said  that  the  property  of  individuate  in  this  District, 
amounted  to  five  millions.    Now,  I  say,  that  the  proper- 
ty of  individuals  is  not  the  pfopeKy  of  the  Corporation. 
But  are  they  not  poor  ?     Will  any  man  who  knows  deny 
it  ?    Do  they  not  owe  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  }• 
Have  they  not  begun  a  Citv  Hall,  which,  from  want  of 
money,  they  cannot  finish  t    And  Is  not  nearly  all  the 
private  property  in  the  City  mortgaged  to  the  Banks  i 
while  they  are  the  real  capitalists  ?    No  man  could  deny 
these  facts.    He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  situation'  of  the  Corporations,  ancf  he  knew 
them  to  be  poor  and  depressed.     He  did  uot  believe  that 
the  subscriptions  would  be  found  good,  and  he  was  more 
particularly  against  the '  scheme,  because  it  was  to  op- 
press the  poorest  class  of  people.     It  was  now  admitted 
that  the  Canal  was  to  go  no  farther  than  Cumberland, 
and  he  would  ask  whether  the  rich  products  that  had 
been  spoken  of  were  to  be  found  in  its  vicinity.    If  they 
were,  tie  had  not  heard  of  them.     Was  ther^  coal  or  iron 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Cumberland  >    He  had  not  heard^ 
that  they  were  found  tliere.     But  tlie  funniest  idea  was 
one  that  had  been  broached  yesterday  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Noblb}  and  that  was  the  floating  down 
masts  fi'om  the  Western  country.     He  did  not  know  how 
a  mast  could  be  be  brought  dowa  by  the  zig-zag  of  a  Ca- 
nal, which  must  be  a  thousand  times  more  crooked  than 
the  little  Canal  in  this  City,  through  which  he  did  not 
fear  to  say  the  mast  of  a  man  of  war  could  not  be  floated. 
He  saw  no  way  In  which  it  could  be  effected,  unless  by 
some  new  machine,  which  should  carry  the  mast  in  the 
air  above  the  Canal,  and  unaffected  by  its  sinuosities. 
He  should,  if  his  own  amendment  were  rejected,  vote 
for  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  HENDHICKS  did  not  rise  to  answer  the  mast 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  ;  but  to  spar 
with  one  of  his  statements.  He  says  the  amount  of  the 
assessment  on  the  shares  held  by  Maryland,  Washington, 
Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  that  is  to  say  600,000  dol- 
lars,  may  be  paid  in  in  Potomac  stock.  If  he  could  bring 
600,000  out  of  160,000,  then  his  3tatement  would  be  cor- 
rect. But  I  state  from  documents  which  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  there  is  only  160,000  in  the  hands  of  individu- 
als. Marj^hind  has  subscribed  half  a  million,  exclusive  of 
this ;  Virginia  had  also  a  share  of  this  Potomac  stock  \  but 
the  whole  did  not  amount  but  to  about  300,000  dollars. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  rose  to  correct  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  as  he  found  by  a  reference  to  documents,  that 
there  was  upwards  of  400,000  dollars  of  the  Potomac 
Stock. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  that  it  had  no  bearing  on  the 
case,  160,000  dollars  only  being  held  by  individuals.  Of 
the  tws  millions  already  subscribed,  none  of  it  was  sub- 
scribed in  Stock. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  may  be  ;  yet  it  may  be.  paid  in 
this  Stock  ;  because  the  Charter  authorizes  Maryhmd 
to  pay  a  share  in  Stock.  So  it  may  be  with  the  State 
of  Virginia.      She  may  go  into  niarket,  and    sell  her 
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Stock;  and  it  will  be  purchased  b^  individual  Stock- 
holders to  pay  in  their  shares.  This  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  it 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion,  it 
was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

TEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien, .  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Haynt,  Macon,  ^  Parris,  Sanford, 
Smith,  of  South-Carolina,  Tazewell,  Van  Buren,  Williams, 
Wootlbury— 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bamaid,'  Barton,  Bateman,  Boulign)', 
Chambertt  Cbase,  Eaton,  Foot^  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  t>f  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 
Kin?,  Kliight,  McKinley,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridge- 
ly.  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Seymour;  Silsbee,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  lliOtaas,  Tyler,  Webster,  Willey— 30. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  moved  the  amendment  previously 
stated.  ^ 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  \  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BENTON  supported  the  motion  to  amend,  in  a 
few  words'. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  considered  that  this  amendment  would 
withhold  the  payment  of  the  assessment  of  the  United 
States,  until  the  other  Stockholders  had  all  paid  in.  He 
thought  it  now  stood  as  it  should  ;  that  the  Government 
vrere  on  the  same  footing  as  other  stockholders,  with  the 
advantage  of  not  being  called  on  until  a  moiety  should  be 
paid  by  the  other  Stockholders.  , 

Mr.  FOOT  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment ;  when 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  Kane, 
King,  McLane,  Macon r^Parris,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Sanford, 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell;  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
Williams,  Woodbury— 24.  '  . 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Bateman,  Bouligny,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Knight,  McKinley, 
Marks,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  Webster,  Willey— 22. 

Mr.  FOOT  moved  further  to  amend,  by  striking  out  of 
the  16th,  17th,  and  ISth  lines  the  following  words:  «  nor 
until  one-half  of  the  ag]^regate  amount  of  such  assess- 
ments shall  have  been^  paid."  He  observed,  that  his  ob- 
ject was  to  place  the  United  Statea  in  the  same  position 
as  other  stockholders. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  ; 
which,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows  ; 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  Kane, 
King,  McKinley,  McLane,  Macou,  Parris,  Ridgely,  Row- 
an, Sanford,  Smith,  of  Mainland,  Smith,  of  S.  Carolina, 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodbury.--26. 
NAYS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Bateman,  Bouligny,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Jolmson,  of 
Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Marks,  Noble,  Rob- 
bins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Thomas,  Webster,  Wil- 
ley.—19. 

The  qnestton  then  occurring  on  engrossing  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordering ^he  bill  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  brieSy  in  an- 
swer to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  McLavs,  in  relation  to  the 
funds  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied  briefly ;  and  Mr.  JOHNSTON 
made  r few  additional  observations;  when,  the  question 
being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on 
^engrossing  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote  ; 

YEAS. — ^Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bouligny, 
Chambers,   Chase,  Eaton,  Toot,  Harrison,   Hendricks, 


Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston^  of  Louisiana,  Kane« 
King,  Knight,  McKinley,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridge- 
ly, Bobbins,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  SmRb> 
of  Marybnd,  Thomas,  Webster,  Willey —29. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Macon, .  Parris,  Sanford, 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler^  Van  Burea, 
Williams,  Woodbury.— m 

Thuhsdat,  Mat  22,  182S. 
The  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  was  read'*  thiid  time,  and 


Cnesapeak 
passed. 


Fruat,  Mat  23, 1828.  . 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Penmona,  made  a 
re^rt  m  relation  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaen-  . 
tatives,  for  the  relief  of  sundry  officers,  soldiers,  and 
widows,  that  tt  was  poc  possible  to  act  upon  the  bill  at 
this  late  period  of  the  aession,  and  mov.ing  that  the  com- 
mittee be  dischaiged  from  the  consideratioii  thereof ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

DUTY  ON  WINES. 

Th6  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imported  wines  wa) 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  he  had  made  some 
preparation  to  give  a  full  view  of  the  benefits  likely  to 
result  from  a  reyision  of  the  present  duties  on  wines,  but 
this  was  not  a  period  of  the  session,  wb^n  such  a  view 
could  be  useful.  The  bill  now  befoi«  us  must  be  tak'en 
as  it  is,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests  be  received 
without  much  discussion,  or  no  time  will  ^remain  for  any 
change  whatever  to  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff.  He 
would  then  merely  state  the  material  alterations  effected 
by  this  bill,  and  the  probable  effects,  from  its  passage,  on 
our  commerce  and  revenue.  It  reduced  the  duties  on 
Madeira  one-half,  because  it  Was  now  so  enormous  as  to 
have  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  a  valuable  commerce  . 
with  that  island.  I'his  was  fully  developed  in  the  docu- 
ments that  had  been  laid  on  pur  tables  this  session,  but 
which  there  was  not  time  or  perhaps  njccessity  now  to 
read.  The  wines  of  France  and-  Oerpnany  that  before 
paid  the  same  duty  with  Madeira,  were  how  re<|ulred  to 
pay  only  30  cents  per  gallon,  because  th^  quantity  of  that 
description  imported  was  small,  and  the  trade  for  them 
mostly  a  barter  trade,  highly  advantageous  to  this 
country.  The  duty  on  Claret,  in  casks,  was  lowered  to 
10  cents  per  gallon  ;  but  still  it  was  as  high,  and,  indeed, 
higher,  on  the  first  cost  of  Claret,  than  the  duty  on 
Madeira.  This  last  wine  had  become  almost  a  necessary 
of  life. In  the  southern  part  of  our  Union,  and  an  .increase 
of  the  use  of  it,  by  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  would  increase 
the  exchahge  market  for  some  of  our  most  valuable  sta- 
ples, such  as  cotton,  lobacco,  and  rice.  The  chan^ 
thus  far  did  not  differ  very  essentially  from  those  contain- 
ed  in  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  last  year.  But  the 
next,  and,  in  his  view,  one  of  the  most  important  changes^ 
was  in  doubling  the  present  duty  on  non-enumerated 
wines.  By  the  present  law  it  is  15  cents  per  eiiUoD ; 
last  year  12  cents  was  proposed  ;  by  the  bill  before  us. 
30  cents  per  ^llon.  These  non-enumerated  wiAes  in- 
cluded something  like  S8-40ths  of  the  whole  importation 
of  wines  into  the  United  States  during  the  last  three 
years.  Thus,  in  1825,  th6  whole  quantity  was  2,688,640 
gallons,'  of  which  the  non-enumerated  wines  were  3,073,  > 
569  gallons  ;  in  1826  the  whole  was  2,780,574,  and  the 
non-enumerated  2,047,637j  and  in  1827  the  whole  2,767,- 
893.  and  the  non-enumerated  2,043,254.  Gentlemen  will 
thus:Aee  that  only  15  cents  per  gallon  has  been  paid  oa 
about  38-40ths  of  all  the  wine  imported,  while,  b)ithe 
proposed  bill,  30  cents  per  gallon  would  be  paid.  This 
change  will  not  only  prevent  fiituds  caused  oy  bringing 
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in  wines  of  high  value  at  a  low  duty,  under  names  not 
enumerated  in  the  present  tariif,  but  will  tend  to  eq^uaVize 
the  duties  much  nearer  than  thev  now  are,  accordmg  to 
the  first  cost  of  the  di^erent  kin^  of  wine» 

He  would  say  no  more,  under  the  pressure  of  business 
now  on  our  fables,^^  except  to  state  that  the  whole  reve- 
nue on  wines  would  be  increased  between  one  and  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  by  the  present  bill,  provided 
precisely  the 'same  importations  took  place  hereafter,  as 
during^  the  last  few  years,  and  provided  the  t»lculation 
be  made  on  the  same  (quantity  of  non-enumerated  wines. 
The  revenue  on  wine  was  last  ^ear  711,790.  But  com- 
pute the  duties  on  the  same  importations  accordin^^  td 
the  proposed  tariif,  and  without  altering  the  quantity  of 
non-enumerated  wines,  and  the  revenue  would  be  over . 
820,000  dollars.  But  under  this  bill,  doubtless,  the  non. 
enumerated  wines  will  be  much  lesss  ia  quantity  j  and 
yet  the  friends  of  this  bill  believed  the  ^ole  impoita- 
tions  would  be  much  augmented  under  its  provisions, 
and  the  revenue  in  that  way  still  improved.  Considering, 
then,  the  probable  benefits  to  ag^culture,  navi^tion,  and 
revenue,  from  the  proposed  changes,  and  that  it  was  now 
too  late  for  any  amendment  lo  be  safely  made,  he  trusted 
the  bill  would  meet  with  little  or  no  opposition. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  the  Senate  had  within  a 
few  days  passed  a  bill  increasing  the  duties  on  articles  of 
necessity.  As  this  was  an  article  of  luxury,  and  o^^as 
chiefly  used  by  the  rich,  he  was  opposed  to  taking  off 
the  duties,  either  on  non-enumented  or  on  any  descrip- 
tion of  wines.  He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion ;  which  being  taken,  the  biU  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed by  the  following  vote  :  * 

YEAS. --'Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouli|^ny,  Branch, 
Chambers,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hamson,  Hayne, 
Johnston,  <^  Louinana,  Kane,  McLane,  Macon,  Ridgely, 
Bobbins,  SiUbee,  Smith,  of.  Maryland,  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Van  Buren,  Webster,  Williams,  Woodbury. — 25. 

NAYS« — Messrs.  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Knight, 
Harks,  Noble,  Patris,  Buggies^  Seymour,  Willcy.— 10. 

OFFICE  OF  IfA JOB  GENERAL. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  that  the  Senate  take  up  the 
bill  from  the  House  to  abolish  the  office  of  Major  Gene- 
ral.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  Ihat  he  had  but  one  word  to  say 
on  this  subject,  and  that  was,  that,  after  a  full  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  ance  it  had  been  acted  upon  former- 
ly by  the  Senate,  he  had  not  seen  cause  to  change  the 
opinion  expressed  in  a  report  made'by  himself.  To  him 
it  was  clearly  a  mistaken  idea*  that  the  six  thousand  men 
composing  the  Anny  of  the  United  States,  scattered  over 
our  extensive  territories,  did  not  require  the  influence  of 
ft  supreme  commander.  On  the  contrary,  he  considered 
that  our  army  required  it  more  than  if  it  was  composed 
of  twelve  thousand  men  concentrated.  He  would  trou- 
ble th<;  Senate  but  with  this  single  remark^ 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  would  submit  to  the  gentle- 
man whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  postpone  the  bill 
until  twelve  o'clock,  as  there  were  several  Senators  who 
were  not  now  in  their  seats. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  he  was  only  desirous  to  do  the 
duty  incumbent  on  him  as  Chairman  of^  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  He  was  radical\pr  against  the  bill, 
but  he  wished  that  it  should  be  brought  before  the  Se- 
nate. He  asked  whether  any  bill^  originated  in  the  Se- 
nate, would  be  acted  on  by  the  House  after  to-morrow. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  hegative. 

BIr.  HARRISON  observed  that  he  would  accjuiesce  in 
the  postponement,  as  he  wished  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  provisions  of  another  bill  td  abolish  brevet 
nuik. 

^  Mr.  WEBSTER  then  moved  to  hiy  the  bill  on  the  i 
table  $^  which  was  agreed  to.  I 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  was  taken  up,  and  explained  by  Messrs. 
HcLANE  and  KING. 

Mr.  HAYNE  was  under  the  impression  that  an  appro- 
priation had  already  been  made  in  relation  to  thiA  object, 
and  that  there  was  still  a  balance  in  the  Department*  of 
money  formerly  applied  to  this  purpose.  Thb  was  the 
first  time  a  separate  bill  had  been  passed  for  this  object ; 
and  he 'wished  to  know  whether  this  object  had  not  al^,^ 
ready  been  provided  for  ? 

Mr.  KING  89ud,  in  reply,  that  th'is  item  was  not  in  the 
appropriation  bill,  as  it  had  been  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  other  House*  better  to 
provide  for  it  in  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  MACON  said  it  apj^eared  that  the  committee  had 
reported  the  bill  without  havii^g  any  estimates  at  all  to  go 
upon.  ' 

Mr.  KiSTG  further  ex^Uuned,  directing  his  discourse  to 
llr.  Macoit. 

Mr.  HAYNE  still  objected  to  the  fifst  section  of  the 
bill,  which  appropriated  the  sum  of  030,000  to  sup|>resB 
slavery.  It  had  been  said  thkt  this  bill'  was  authorised 
by  a  general  law  empowering  the  Government  to  spply^  ' 
from  time  to  time>  certain  sums  for  this  ofiject  f  but  ne 
estimates  had  been  made,  and  it  certainly  was  not  satis- 
factory to  act  on  the  bill  undfer  such  drcumatanoes.  He 
did  know,  for. he  had  looked  into  the  subject,  that  the 
sums  heret^ore  appropriated  under  that  general  act,  had 
been  applied  to  other  objects. 

Mr.  McLANE  made  some  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  inquired  whether  the  slaves,  in  re- 
lation to  whom  a  bill  had  been  a  short  time  passed*  (the 
case  of  Mr.  Wilde,)  were  not  to  be  carried  out  at  the' 
charge  of  this  sum,  and  if  the  fund  required  would  not 
thus  be  enlarged.  ^ 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  there,  were  inquiries  on  all 
sides,  and  it  appeared  that  no^one  could  give  information 
upon  the  subject  under  consideration.  He  therefore 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table ;  which  was  Hgreed  to. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  bill  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  corporations  of  the  District  oi' Columbia, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.     The  amend-  ^ 
ments  reported  by  the  committee  being  under  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  explained  the  object  of  the  bil!^ 
which,  he  observed,  had  been  framed  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people  of  the  District ;  and,  as  &r  as  he 
could  judge,  tliere  existed  no  objection  to  it  in  «ny 
way. 

The  amendments  were  then  severally  agreed  to  <  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  na^s$ 
and  at  a  later  period  of  thd  day,  this  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill,  Mr.  MACON  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  when  the  Question  being 
put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  r 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 
Knight,  McKinley,  MarkSj^oble,  Ridgely,  Robbins,  Rug- 
gles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Ma^land,  Thomas, 
Webster.— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson, 
Ellis,  Foot,  McLane,  Macon,  Parris,  Rowan,  Sanford, 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
Willhuns,  Woodbury.— 17. 

OFFICE  OF  MA  J.  GENERAiL  AND  BREVET.  RANK. 

On.motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  from  the  other 
House,  to  abolish  the  office  of  Major  General  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up. 
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Mr.  HARRISON  offered  an  amendment,  in  substance, 
to  abolish  brevet  rank. 

Mr.  HARRISON  remarked  that  the  amendment  was 
drawn  in  the  same  words  as  the  bill  for  that  purpose, 
which  he  had  a  short  time  since  reported  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  disposed  to  vote  against 
the  amendment  under  any  circumstance.  Within  three 
days  X3i  the  close  of  the  session,  it  seemed  improper  to 
insert  new  matter  in  a  bill  from  the  House,  which  they 
had  not  time  to  act  upon.  He  saw  no  difference  between 
sending  a  new  bill  to  the  House,  and  sending,  as  an 
amendment  to  a  bill,  a  subject  which  was  entirely  new 
to  them.  The  rule  was  adopted,  that  no  new  bill  should 
be  acted  upon  during  this  period,  to  prevent  hurried  le- 
gblation.  But  this  mode  would  be  an  evasion  of  that 
rule*  lie  wan  not  informed  upon  tlie  subject,  ahd  did 
notundentand  it  sufficiently  to  act  satisfactorily  to  himself. 
Mr.  BARNARD  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendment 
be  postponed  until  next  year.  There  was  not  time  to  act 
opon  them  this  session ;  and,  although  he  sliouki  have 
been  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  more  fully 
Ilia  views  on  both  of  these  subjects,  rather  than  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  present,  be  now  made 
this  motion*  There  would  be  next  year  sufficient  ttaae 
to  act  opon  them.  And,  as  he  believed  the  abolition  of 
the  office  of  Major  General  would  be  destructive  of  our 
military  system,  he  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  hasti- 
ly acted  «ipon. 

After  a-  debate,  at  considerable  length,  on  the  amend- 
inentv:«nd  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  HAR- 
RISON, WEBSTER,  CHANDLER,  TYLER,  and  BAR- 
NARD, took  part^ 

Mr..  WRBSTER  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble^ to  put  an  end  to  the  debate,  which  he  remarked 
could  not  at  this  stage  be  productive  of  beneficial  resulu. 
After  a  &w  remarks  from  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  ques- 
^on  being  taken  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative* 

Mr.  HARRISON  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend, 
which  was  renewed  by  Mr.  COBB;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
havinf^  been  ordered  on  motion  of  Mr»  EATONf  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  ,readmg,  wliich  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

'  YfiAS.-^Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Ellis,  7oot,  Hayne,  McLane,  Macon,  Noble,  Par- 
ris,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  l*azewell, 
Tyler,  Van  Biiren,  Williams,  Woodbury.— 20. 

NAYSv— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bateman, 
Bodligny,  Gluisei  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnston;  of  Lou. 
Knight,  MoKinley^  Jfarks,  Itidgely,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  Web- 
stef.— 20i 
-  So  the  bill  was  lost. 

llie  bill  making  an  additional  compensation  to  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
WU  then  talten  up. 

This  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MeLANE, 
by  allowini^  a  compensation  to  the  Judges  of  that  Terri- 
tory for  their  services  as  land  commissioners. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  EATON,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  VAN  BUREN  {  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EATON, 
the  bill  was  laid!  on  the  table ;  and;  having  been  sliorlly 
after  taken  up,  the  amendment  wai  agreed  to. 

•  Mr*  McLANE  said  that  his  attention  had  been  called, 
tbiS'tnoi'niiiv,  to  the  fact  of  a  deficiency  in  the  contin- 
gent fund  ofi  the  Senate;  and,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  make  any  farther  appropriation  at  this  period,except  as 
'  an  Mnendflient  to  some  bill  which  had  already  been  act- 
ed upon,  he  would  now  move  to  amend  this  bill  by  mak- 
!n|[  an  additional  provision  for  the  contingent  fund.  He 
\  in  bis  hand  Ute  lettter  of  the  SccreUiy,  stating  that 


this  deficiency  occurred  on  account  of  the  extra  amount  of 
printing  ordered  this  year  by  the  Senate.  The"  anend- 
ment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered*  to  %  third 
reading. 

Satvbdat,  Mat  24^  1828. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKERS  OK  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  other  House,  relative  to  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses,  was  considered. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  explained  by  Mr. 
DICKERSON  to  J>e  to  economise  space  and  expense. 
As  the  printing  was  now  executed,  a  whole  page  was 
taken  up  in  ttve  title,  and  the  documents  had  otherwise 
much  blank  space,  which  it  was  the  object  of  this  reso- 
lution to  save.  The  printing  of  the  yeas  and  nays  in 
small  letter,  and  the  arrangement  of  ttie  documents  in 
consecutive  order,  would  contribute  vefjr  essentially  to 
this  object,  etc.  By  correcting  this  mode  of  arrange- 
ment, they  would  be  rendered  more  accessible,  beside^ 
saving  a  considerable  annual  expenditure. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

SUPPRESSION  ©F  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  bill  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  was 
again  taken  up. 

Mr.  HATNE  remarked,  that  he  had  yesterday  address- 
ed htmtfelf  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  pharge  of  this 
bill,  for  inlbrmstion  as  to  the  lai|fe  appropriation  in  the 
first  section,  of  30,000  dolhui.  That  information  he  had 
not  received,  and  be  now  asked  it  again  < 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  this  sum  had  b^en  fixed  upon,  af- 
ter full  investigation,  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  the  other  House.  On  enquiry,  he  had  heard, 
that  the  sum  was  much  laj^r  as  first  proposed ;  but 
that  the  committee  had  cut  it  down ;  and,  at  its  present 
amount,  was  not  sufficient  to  send  out  those  slaves  alrea- 
dy in  the  country.  He  trusted  that  no  gentleman  would 
require  an  exact  estimate  of  the  expenses  to  occur  un- 
der this  appropriation  ;  because  it  could  not  be  given, 
as  they  must  depend  on  unforeseen  circumstances.  The 
items  could  not  be  anticipated,  and  Xbfi.  committee  took 
the  gross  amount,  and  made  the  appropriation  to  cover 
it.  This  was  the  universal  practice,  and  was  perfectly 
proper,  as,  if  the  expenditure  was  over  thd  amount  given, 
the  objects  could  only  be  executed  as  far  aS  it  went ; 
and  if  below,  it  would  remainln  the  Treasury,  to  be  ap- 
plied on  the  next  year's  appropriation.  The  mtkiey 
eould  not  be  applied  to  other  objects  ;  because  proper 
and  legitimate  purposes  would  absorb  it  If  gentlemen 
disliked  the  principle  on  which  this  provision  was  made, 
the  repeal  of  the  general  law  wotdd  meet  their  object. 
But  he  thought  this  bill  should  not  be  obstructed.  '  The 
provisioit'  in  the  second  section  for  the  Marshal  of  Ala- 
bama, was  founded  on  a  just  claim.  He  had  acted  un- 
der the  general  law,  and  he  could  not  obtain  expenses 
which  be  had  incurred  under  that  law,  unless  by  this  bill. 
He  hoped  that  no  objection  to  the  general  Uw  would 
stop  the  progress  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked  whether  a  report  had  been 
received  of  the  mode  in  which  the  expenditure  for  this 
object  had  formerly  been  made  ? 

Mr.  KING  said,  m  reply,  that  an  account  of  eveiy  item 
had  been  rendered.  He  knew  that  a  certain  sum  had 
been  sbplied  to  the  Colonization  Society,  which  was  con- 
sidefea  an  improper  appropriation;  but  that  ought  not 
to  operate  on  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr..  HAYNE  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage'of  this  bill,but  to  protest  against  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  brought  before  the  Senate.  K  had  been 
presented  here  with  no  paper,  with  no  document,  with  no 
eatimate.  They  had  no  evidence  to  go  upon.  This  was 
what  he  objected  to.  He  knew  that  the  gentleman  frcin 
Alabama  was  not  a  member  of  the  committee  to  Which  xt 
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was  refenible  ;  but  he  had  endeavored,  without  much 
Micceas,  to  obtun  information*  Mr.  H.  bad  no  doubt  that 
the  ebum  of  the  Marshal  of  Alabama  was  a  just  one  {  but 
he  objected  altogether  to  the  method  of  introducing 
the  payment  of  an  individual  QJ^^ini  into  a  bill  nominally 
to  suppress  the  slave  trade.  This  amalgaouition  of  ob- 
jects embarrassed  him  extremely.  He  must  vote  for  the 
bill,  or  he  should  aid  to  deprive  the  Marshal  of  Alabama 
of  a  compensation  to  which  he' was  justly'  entitled.  He 
repeated  his  objection  to  this  mode  of  le|pslation,  and 
said  he  should  vote  for  this  bill ;  but,  said  he.  if  I  live  to 
come  back  to  the  Senate  next  year,  I  pledge  myself  to 
take  measures  to  obtain  a  most  rigid  examination  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  expenditure  has  been  made. 

Mr.  MACON  moved  to  striVe  out  the  first  section, 
providing  ^30»000  to  r^tore  negroes  to  the  co^t  (^ 
Africa. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said*  that  the  appropriation  was  ab- 
aolutely  necessaty  to  carry  into  eflTect  the  object  of  the 
law.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  stated  correctly 
tbe^  difficulty  in  making  out  the  estimates  for  purposes 
which  must  be  contingent,  from  their  very  nature.  i% 
was  not  a  case  where* cost  and  charges  could  be  com- 

£>uted  at  the  outset.  The  sum  pointed  out  by  reasona- 
le  probabilitv,  bad  been  fi^xed  upon,  and  that  had  been 
cut  down  in  the  other  House.  As  to  the  claims  of  the 
Marshal  of  Alabama,  the  pledge  of  the  Government  had. 
been  contracted  to  pay  the  expenses  which  he  had  in- 
curred.    He  hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  motion  of  BIr. 
MACON,  it  was  rejected|  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

MIAMI  CANAl.. 

Mr.  KUGGLES  moved  that  the  Senate  take  up  the 
bill  to  aid  the  State  of  Ohio  to  noake  the  Miami  Canal 
from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  COBB  opposed  it,  on  the  ground  tfiat  there  waa 
not  time  for  discussion  upon  a  subject  so  important.  Con- 
gress had  already^  given  175,000  dollars  this  year  for 
roads  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said,  that  the  objection  did  not  come 
with  a  good  grace,  from  t]ie  gentleman  from  Georgia,' 
who  had  consumed  much  time  during  the  last  week. 
He  did  not  wish  to  prolong  debate,  and  was  wilting  to 
take  the  vote  at  once  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  aaid,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
found  out  that  he  [Mr.  C]  had  occupied  much  time  dur- 
ing the  week,  and  he  deserved  a  leather  medal  for  the 
discovery.    In  the  discussion  of  the  canal  biHs  he  occu* 

Eied  BO  more  time  thaA  his  duty  made  iiicumbent  upon 
im.  If  the  gentleman  alluded  to  the  Executive  busi- 
ness of  tlie  week,  he  (Mr.  C]  bad  certainly  not  consum- 
ed much  time  in  debate  in  secret  session.  He  repeated 
his  objections  to  taking  up  tlie  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  aaid,  it  was  too  late  to  Uka  up  a 
bill  of  so  much  imporunce,  and  which  coutempktted  a 
Iai*ge  gift  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that,  if  the  gentleman  would 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  bill,  he  would  find  that 
the  gifl  of  land  was  to  the  United  States,  and  would 
make  their  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  much  more  valua- 
ble. He  asked  the  yeas  ar.d  navs  $  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  question  being  then  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered 
io  a  third  reading,  by  the  fbUowiiig  vote : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  EatoD,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Johnston,  of  Louisiana*  MoKinley,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridge- 
ly.  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Rugglea^  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
»f  Mftiybnd,  Thomas^  Willey,  WUlkms.— 34. 


NAYS. — Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson, 
Ellis,  Hayne,  Knight,  McLaiie,  Macon,  Sanford,  Taze- 
well, Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Woodbury.— 14. 

MeirsAT,  Mat  36, 1838. 
CLOSE  OF  THE   SESSION. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  inform  him  that  the 
Senate  had  concluded  its  business^  and  to  aaeertain  whe- 
ther he  had  any  further  communication  to  make  ;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Mr.  MACON  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  U« 
of  Representative,  to  convey  the  same  hiformation ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  MACON  and  WOODBURY  were  then  appoint^ 
eda  Comroitte^  to  wait  upon  the  President. 

OUTRAGES  IN  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  that  he  rose  to  submit  two  resoltttions, 
with  which  he  would  not  now  trouble  the  benate,  bui 
that  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  himself,  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  the  parties,  concerned.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  he  had,  at  a  former  period^  offered  a  resolution,  re« 
lating  to  the  same  subject,  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  on  his  motion  in  consequence  of  a  message  firom 
the  President  having  been  brought  under  the  conaideFa<* 
tion  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  ask  the  present  considera* 
tion  of  these  resolutions,  as  be  was  sensible  there  waa  not 
time  to  act  upon  them  \  but  feeling  it  his  duty  to  present 
them,  he  would  now  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  i 

Ruolved^  That  the  assault  made  by  Russel  Jarvb,  with* 
in  the  walls  of  the  capitol,  upon  the  private  Secretary  of 
the  President,  charged  with  the  delivery  of  an  Executive 
message  to  the  Senate,  when  in  Session,  is  a  contempt  of 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  Nation,  and  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege of  the  Senate. 

JUtolved,  That  the  aasault  made  by  Duff  Green,  Prints 
er  for  the  Senate,  in  one  of  the  Committee  rooms,  on  the 
person  of  E.  V.  Sparhawk,  one  of  the  Reporters,  is  a  con- 
tempt, and  breach  of  privilege. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  the  session  was  too  thin  to  allow  their 
being  effectually  considered,  and  he  wished  them  to  re- 
main until  the  next  session. 

Mr.  CHANDLERwished  that  the  subject  might  be  now 
considered  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
was  desirous  that  it  should  now  be  acted  on,  he,  for  one, 
was  prepared  to  do  so  promptly. 

Mr.  FOOT  repeated  bis  objections  to  considering  the 
resolutions  at  present. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  taken 
up,  (which  could  only  be  done  with  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.) 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  objected  ;  and  the  motion,  conse- 
quently, failed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, informing  that  they  had  appointed  Messrs  Whigat, 
of  Ohio,  and  DiCKBnsoir,  of  New  York,  as  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee, on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  was 
now  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  than  joined 
tlat  from  the  House,  and  waited  on  the  President,  and, 
shortly  after,  Mr.  Macoit,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  re- 
ported thai  tlie  President  had  instructed  them  to  inform 
the  Senate,  that  he  bad  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  Congress. 

The  Senate  adjourned,  sine  die. 
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MOVDAT,  PSCOKBXB  3,  1827. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  b^  Matthew  St.  Clatb 
CX.ABKS,  Clerk  of  the  House,  preciaely  at  twelve  o'clock, 
and  the  Roll  of  the  House  being  called  oyer  by  States,  it 
appeared  that  there  were  present  two  hundred  and  seven 
Members,  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  two  De- 
legates itv>m  Territories  :  Whereupon,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  SraAKsm. 

Mr.  SPRAGUB  and  Mr.  HAYNES  being  named  Tel- 
lers, reported  the  following  as  the  result  <»r  me  balloting : 
For  AvBBXW  Stbyusob,  of  Virginia,    104 
For  JovLW  W..TATLOB,  of  J^ew  York,      94 
For  P.  P.  Barboub»  of  Virginia*       -        4 
Scattering  votes,        -       ^    -  '        -        3 
AvBBxw  Stbyxksob,  of  Virginia,  having  received  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  was  declared  to 
be  duly  elected. 

On  being  conducted  to  the  Chair,  the  SPEAKER  ad- 
dressed the  House  in  the  following  terms : 

*'  Gbbtlxxbb  :  In  accepting  the  distinguished  honor 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me,  I  am 
penetrated  with  feeling^  of  profound  respect,  and  the 
deepest  gratitude,  and  I  receive  it  as  the  most  flattering 
testimony  of  yohr  confidence  and  lavor.  The  office  of 
Speaker  of  this  House  has  been  justly  considered  one  t>f 
hi^h  and  exalted  character — arduous,  jA  relation  to  the 
abilities  necessary  to  its  execution,  and  severely  respon- 
sible^and  laborious.  Its  honor  is  to  be  measured  by  no 
ordinary  standan)  of  value.  The  individual,  therefore, 
who  shall  fill  this  chair  to  his  own  reputation,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  House,  must  be  distinguished  alike  by 
knowledge,  integ^rity,  and  diligence  ;  he  should  possess 
an  impartiality,  which  secures  confidence  ;  a  dignity  that 
commands  respect ;  and  a  temper  and  affability  that  dis- 
arm contention.  From  his  general  character  and  person- 
al qualities,  he  must  derive  a  power  that  will  give  force 
to  his  interpositions,  and  procure  respect  for  his  decisions. 
He  must  conciliate  the  esteem  of  the  enlightened  body 
over  whom  he  presides. 

"  Theae,  gentlemen,  are  some  of  the  leading  qualifica- 
tions necessaiy  for  this  arduous  station.  ^I  certainhv  do 
not  possess  them.  I  know  my  own  inability  too  well  to 
believe  that  1  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  the  expectations 
ef  my  friends,  or  discharge  the  high  trust  re]>osed  in  me, 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  its  dignity  and  importance.  Bring- 
ing with  me  but  little  knowledge  or  experience,  I  shall, 
no  doubt,  often  err,  and  stand  in  need  of  your  utmost 
forbearance.  Let  me  hope,  on  such  occasions,  you  will 
scan  my  conduct  with  candor  and  liberality,  and  extend 
towards  me  the  same  kind  indulgence ''which,  has  hereto- 
fore characterized  your  conduct  to  the  Chair.  All  that 
I  can  promise,  will  be  a  devotion  of  my  time  to  your  ser- 
vice, and  an  independent  discharge  of  my  duties  in  a 
1>lain  and  manly  way  My  gratitude  for  a  distinction  so 
ittle  merited,  shall  8timuilate  me  to  supply,  by  diligence 
and  applicatioii,  what  1  want  in  knowledge  and  ability  ; 
and,  however  I  may  fail  in  other  respects,  I  shall  endea* 
ver,  at  least,  to  entitle  myself  to  the  suffrages  of  zeal  and 
impartiality.  > 

**  I  need  not  admonish  you,  gentlemen,  of  the  magni- 
tude of  your  trust,  nor  say  any  thing  as  to  thetnanner  in 
which  it  ought  to  be  discharged.  We  must  alt  be  sensible, 
that,  in  the  d^lib^ratiqna  and  proceedings  of  this  House, 
the  character  and  permanent  interests  of  uur  common 
country  are  deeply  invqlved.  It  was  in  the  organization 
and  purity  of  this  branch  of  the  National  Government, 
(encfeared  to  their  warmest  affections,)  th^t  our  fatfieca 
believed  they  had  provided  the  best  security  for  the  priiip 
ciples  of  flree  Government,  and  tlie  liberty  and  happiness 


of  the  People.  ViKuous,  enlightened,  and  patriotic,  this 
House  may  justly  be  regarded  as  the  citadel,  of  American 
Liberty. 

"  Animated,  then,  by  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  zeal, 
let  us  endeavor  to  realize  the  j.ust  expectations  of  our 
constituents  \  and  let  our  proceedings  be  cHaracterized 
by  a  cool  and  defiberate  exertion  of  the  talents,  fortitude, 
and  patriotism,  of  the  House,  as  the  surest  and  best  means 
of  sustaining  the  honor,  ind  promotingllthe  welfij«  and 
happiness  of  our  beloved  country.'* 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United! 
States  was  then  administered  by  Mr,  Nxwrov,  (th^  fk- 
ther  of  the  House,)  to  the  Sfxakbb,  and  then  by  thci . 
Spbakib,  successively  to  all  the  Memb^  firom  the  seve- 
ral SUtes. 

On  motion,  it  was 

RuDhedf  wnontmiifM/y,  That  MArmsw  St.  Claib 
CxaBKx,  Clerk  to  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  be 
appointed  Clerk  to  this  House  :  and  th^t  Johb  Oswalb 
t>uirB  be  appointed  Serg^antrat-Arms  to  this  House;  that 
BssjAxm'  BiTftcB  be  appointed  principal  Doorkeeper, 
and  OvvBTOB  Cabb,  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  same. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Low* 
BIB,  their  Secretary,  acquainting  the  House  that  a  quo- 
rum had  been  formed,  and  that  the  Senate  waft  ready  to 
proceed  to  business^ 

The  Rules  and  Orders  established  by  the  late  House  of 
Representatives,  were  ordered  to  be  observed  in  this 
House,  until  a  revtson  or  alteration  shall  have  taken  place; 
and  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  cause  the  Members 
thereof  to  be  furnished  with  such  newspapers  as  they 
might  respectively  direct.  .   .       * 

A  committee  was  then  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Vab  Rbbsbbulib  and  Evbbstt,  to  join  the  com- 
mittee which  had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  qut>rums  of  the  two  Houses  have  assem- 
bled, and  that  Congress  are  ready  to  receive  any  commu- 
nications he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

The  daily  hour  to  which  the  House  shall  stand  adjourn* 
ed,  was  fixed  at  twelve  o'clock,  M. 

TrBSBAT,  DXGXMBXB  4, 182T. 

Mr.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wut  on  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty;  and  bad  re- 
ceived for  answer  that  the  President  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  them,  in  writing,  at  twelve  o'clock  this 
day. 

Mr.  JoB«  Adams,  the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  soon  after  came  in  with  the 
message,  [which  wiU  be  found  in  the  J8f>pendix  ,•]  and  the 
message  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  0,000  esttB  copies 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed*  fbr  the  use  of  the 
House. 

WSDBXSIIAT,    DZCXXBBB  5,  ISST. 

THE  LATE  Mr.  YOUNG. 

Mr.  WiCKLIFFE  rose,  and  addretted  the  Chair  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Sfxakbb  :  I  h»ve  risen  -to  propose  the  resolittkm 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  due 
to  my  deceased  fnend  and  colleague.  It  may  be  expects 
ed  of  me  that  I  should  say  something  in  reference  to  the 
character  of  the  man  for  whose  memory  I  ask  of  this 
House  an  expression  of  their  respect.  To  those  with 
whom  he  was  ftssociated  for  the  last  two  yearsi  as  a  mem* 
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ber  of  Congreav.  no  eommendatioii  from  mc  can  b<^  he* 
ceanry.  It  was  in  the  walks  of  private  life  I  have  known 
him  longest  and  best«  and  it  was  there  bis  virtues  and 
usefulness  were  most  conspicuous.  I  move  you  that  the 
House  come  to  the  following  resolution. 

Mr.  W«  then  presented  a  .resolution  for  Weariii'g  the  • 
mourning  usual  on  such  occasions,  in  testimony  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  late  Wiluax  9 .  Yo vho  ;  which 
was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

TflURiDAT,   DlCBHBBtl  6, 1827. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of  Ifr*' 
Li'VTz.Xy  made  on  the  4th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
the  Standing  Committees  :  when  the  motion  was  agKed 
to  \  and  the  appointment  of  the  committees  was  oraered 
.accordingly. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 


M6x»AT,  DacBMBsa  10,  1837. 
Standing  Committees  of  the  House,  appointed  by  the 
SpEAicaa,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  Thursday  last^  were 
announced. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  said, 
that,  while  he  was  fully  sensible  .of  the  kindness  of  the 
Chair,  in- assigning  to  him  a  distinguished  station,  for 
which  his  own  merits  furnished  him  with  no  claim,  ne- 
vertheless from  some  ptuticular  circi}m8tance8,with  which 
it  was  Unnecessary  he  should  trouble  the  House,  his  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  would  be  pe* 
cufiarly  uHsatislkctory.  He  would,  therefbre,  earnestly 
ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to  be  excused  from  such 
service. 

.  And  the  question  beipg  putupon  ezcuring  Mr.  Hamil- 
Toir  from  serving  on  the  Military  Committee,  it  was  de* 
ctded  in  the  negative. 

AHBANGEMENT  OF  BUSINESS. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,  on  the  President's 
Message  ;  and  a  partition  of  the  different  branches  there- 
of was  made  amongst  the  Standing  and  Select  Commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption:     .  » 

Jtetolpec?,  That  so  jnuch  of  the  President's  Measage  as 
relates  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  outrages  alleged  to  have  been  committed  on  the  ter-- 
ritory  in  d'yspute  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
Uun,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  he  was  reluctant  to  interfere  with 
the  course  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
'WmieBT)'for  the  reference -of  the  Message,  but  was  con- 
strained to  offer  this  resolution,  by  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject  to  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in 
part7  to  represent.     He  was  extremely  gratified  to  find 
that  this  subject  had  received  the  constant  and  watchful 
attention  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  $  and  that 
■the  Government  had  zealously  and  assiduously^  labored 
to  preserve  our  rights  and  effect  a  peaceable  adjustment 
of  the  controversy,  and  had  alsp  taken  the  most  prompt 
and  effective  measures  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the 
recent  transactions  upon  our  Northeastern  frontier.    He 
hoped  that  tlie  Hqusc,  so  far  as  appertained  to  them, 
would  manifest  a  readiness  to  second  and  sustain  the  ef- 
forts of  the  President4  The  question  respecting  our  North- 
eastern boundary  was  ene  of  no  ordinary  moment.    The 
great  extent  of  the  Territory  in  dispute,  the  fertility  of 
Its  soil,  the  quantitv  and  value  of  its  timber.  Its  position, 
with  reference  to  the  St.   John's  river,  i^d  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  all  concurred  to  make  it  a  matter  of  much 
mterest  to  the  nation  at  large,  an^  of  peculiarand  increas- 
ing solicitude  to  the  State  of  Maine  ;  while  the  recent  al- 
leged outrage  by  the  British  Authorities,  in  arresting, 


uponr  this  Territory,  one  who  himself  claimed  to  be,  and 
whom  we  clumed  as  an  American  citizen,  upon  American 
soil,  and  transporting  him  to  a  foreign  gaol,  was  Wculat- 
ed  to  excite  the  liveliest  sensibilities  of  the  people.  Mr. 
S.  said,  the  subject  involved  the  integrity  of  our  soil,  and 
the  inviolability  of  the  persons  of  our  citizens.  The  at-* 
tention  of  Congress  had  been  particularly  called  to  it  by 
the  Message  of  the  President,  and  he  trusted  that  tlie 
House  would  be  willing  to  make  it  a  matter  qf^distinct  re- 
ference to  a  committee,  and  to  give  it  all  that  considera- 
tion which  its  magnitude  deserved. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  whether  it  was  the  purpose  of  his  resolution 
to  include  the  Northern  boundary  line  of  the  United 
States  from  sea  to  sea  ? 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  replied  that  his  resolution  was  directed 
only  to  the  reference  of  so  miich  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  referred  to  the  subject  of  boundary  ;  and  the  Mes«  = 
sage  only  spoke  of  the  Eastern  portion  of  the  line.  But 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  restrict  the  attention  of  the  Com« 
mittee  to  one  part  of  the  country  in  preference  to  another. 
They  nught  extend  their  report  to  the  whole  of  our  North- 
ern line,  if  they  should  think  it  necessary  ;  but  what  he 
more  particularly  desired  to  have  them  report  upon,  was 
the  present  state  of.  affairs  in  respect  to  the  Eastern  por- 
tion of  it. 

Mr.  FLOYD  said,  that,  if  his  resolution  applied  only  to 
that  part  of  our  boundary,  he  would  recommend  to  the 
gentleman  ftom  Maine  so  to  amend  it  as  to  embrace  the 
entire  line,  as  well  that  on  the  West  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, as  the  residue.  He  thought  that  the  state  of  things; 
in  relation  to  this  part  of  our  Territory,  seriously  demand- 
ed the  attention  of  Congress.  The  English  had  lately  in- 
creased their  foree  in  that  country ;  and  he  understood 
that,  within  that  Terriiory,  a  great  amount  of  furs  had 
been  collected  within  the  past  year  by  the  N.  W.  Compa- 
ny. Mr.  F.  observed,  that,  from  the  tenor  of  4hc  mes- 
sage, he  perceived  that  ibe  provisions  of  the  treaty  of' 
Ghent  on  this  subject  were  intended  to  to  continued  'fo^ 
an  indefinite  time  ;  but  he  felt  assured  that  the  interest 
and  tranquility  of  the  Western  States  loudty  demanded 
some  other  arrangement.  Unless  the  English  were  ex- 
pelled from  their  position  on  this  part  ofoup  Territory, 
no  man  could  answer  what  blood  might  flow. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  thought  the  rule  to  be  a 
sound  one,  which  had  been  established  by  the  practice  . 
ofthb  House,  when  a  motion  ia  made  to  refer  a  subject 
to  a  Select  Committee,  and  there  ii  a  standing  Committee 
of  the  House  to  which  the  subject  appropriately  belong- 
ed, that  the  reference  of  it  should  in  preference  be  made  to    . 
thai  committee*  There  was,  he  said,  a  peculiar  fairness  in 
the  reference  of  the  particular  subject  of  thisresolut.on  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  Exceptions  to  the 
rule  of  refbrence  of  subjects  of  Standing  Committees,arose 
from  particular  circumstances,  such  as  the  too  great  pres- 
sure of  business  on  any  particular  committee,  &c    Now, 
Mr.  II.  said,  It  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  any  gen- 
tlemanii,wh6  had  served  but  a  single  session  in  Congress, 
thatyhoweverdeFicate  or  honorable  were  the  duties  devolv- 
ed on  the  Committee  of  Poreign  Relations, they  were  not  so 
onerous  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  divide  them  with  oth- 
er committees  ;  and,  as  this  subject  was  one  of  great  deli- 
cacy, and  which  might  involve  essential  interests  of  the 
country,  he  thought  it  peculiarly  proper  that  it  should  go 
to  the  General  Committee  on  the  subject  of  our  Foreign 
Relations.      Mr.  H.  adverted  also  to  the  objection  to  ^ 
raising  Select  Committees  on  particular  objects,  as  they 
were  likely  to  be  influenced  in  their  decision  b>  conside- 
rations of  a  local  nature,  or  arising  from  tlie  excitement 
of  the  moment  amongst  those  particularly   interested. 
Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  he  was  induced  to  propose 
the  reference  of  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Foieig» 
Relations,  instead  of  a  Select' Committee. 
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Mr.  SPtlAGUfi  saicL  in  reply,  thai  he  had  no  particu- 
lat*  preference  for  a  Select  Committee ;  he  should  be  con- 
tent With  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  any  committee 
of  the  House  ;  and  he  willingly  modified  his  resolution,  so 
as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  g^entleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Mfr.  WRIGHT,  of  Oliio,  said,  that,  unless  tlie  gentle- 
man desired  a  Select  Committee,  (which  point  be  had 
now  waived  he  could  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  any 
distinct  reference  of  this  suoject,  as  it  was  virtually  in- 
cluded under  the  resolution  for  referring  so  much  of  tira 
message  as  related  to  our  Foreign  Relations  to  the  appro- 
priate Committee. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  did  n»t  think  that  the  general  resolu- 
tion,  to  which  the  gentleman  referred,  would  cover  this 
subject.  The  particular  poiiit  which  he  wished  to  submit 
to  a  committee  of  the  House,  was  the  outrage  committed 
on  ah  American  citizen  peaceably  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  SUtes. 

The  resolution,  as  modified  by  the  mover,  was  then 
adopted. 

The  House,  in  obedience  to  an  order  adopted  on 
Thursdiay  last,  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Cbaplaiit  to  Con- 
gress, fur  the  present  session,  on  their  part,  and  the  Rev. 
Rsubkh  PoftT  was  chosen. 


Tueshat,  Dkcbxbsb  11,  1827. 
Sundiy  resolutions  for  enquiry  were  offered  and  agreed 
to  this  day,  accompanied  in  some  instances  by  remarks 
from  their  respective  movers. 

Wedkebb^t,  Degbmbbr  13,  1837. 
Mr.  LITTLE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  aAer  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Tbvbsbat,  Dbcbmbeb  13,  1837. 
BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAIiBOUR  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Eaohtd^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  the  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  which  is  held  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  and  the  application*  of 
the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 

In  offering  tliis  resolution,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  wished  to 
accompany  it  with  a  few  remarks,  not  with  any  inten- 
tion of  now  discussing  the  merits  of  the  measure  it  pro- 
posed, but  chiefly  with  the  view  of  drawing  to  it  the  at« 
teiition  of  the  House,  and  especially  of  the  Commitiee 
uf  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  the  resolution  must  be 
referred.  The  House  were  aware  that  the  Government 
holds  at  this  time  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  which  stock 
was  at  present  worth  in  market  about  23}  per  cent,  ad- 
vance above  its  par  value.  If  the  whole  of  this  stock 
should  now  be  sold  by  the  Government,  it  would  nett  a 
profit  of  one  million  and  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
above  the  nominal  amount  of  the  stock.  Such  being 
the  case,  he  thought  it  deserved  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  prudent 
and  proper  measure  now  to  sell  out  that  stock.  It  had 
been  said,  Mr.  B.  observed,  bv  one  of  the  best  writers 
on  political  economy  with  whom  he  was  acquainted, 
that  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  nations  bore  a  close  analogy 
to  those  of  private  Iiouseholds — in  both,  their  prosperity 
^mainly  depended  on  a  vigilant  and  effective  manage- 
ment of  their  resources.  There  is,  said  Mr.  B.  an  amount 
of  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  millions  of  the  stock 


of  the  United  Stales  now  redeemable,  and  an  amount  of 
nine  millions  more,  which  will  be  redteemable  next  year. 
If  the  interest  paid  by  the  United  States  on  this  debt  is 
compared  with  the  dividend  il  receives  on  its  stock  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  (bund  that  a 
Imnall  advantage  would  be  gained  by  the  sale  of  the  Ut- 
ter in  this  respect ;  since  the  dividends  on  bank  stock 
are  received  semi-annuaHy,  while  the  interest  on  United 
States'  securities  is  paid  quarterly :  this,  however,  he 
waived  as  a  matter  of  comparativelv  small  moment.  It 
must  be  obvious,  he  said,  that  the  aodition  of  one  million 
at  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  ftv«ihri>]e  ftidds  of  the 
United  States  wiH  produce  the  extinguisbment  of  an 
equivalent  amount  or  the  public  debt,  aiid  consequent- 
ly relieve  the  interest  payable  thereoni  by  which  a  sav* 
ing  would  accrue  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum. 

Thus,  a  merely  pecuniaiy  view  of  the  measure  he  pro- 
posed in  his  resolution  would  show  that  its  adoption 
would  be  good  policy.  But  he  would  further  observe, 
that,  if  the  future  profits  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  might  be  conjectured  from  its  past  experience* 
it  was  by  no  means  to  be  calculated  that  oar  stock  will 
continue  to  nett  to  us  as  much  as  six  per  cent.  It  would 
be  recollected  by  all  that  that  institution  bad  its  periods 
of  difficulty  and  depression.  At  one  time,  it  paid  no  di- 
vidends at  all.  Some  time  after,  it  paid  four,  four-aDd-a- 
haJf,  and,  at  length,  five  per  cent  And  it  was  only  re- 
cently that  the  rate  of  dividend  had  reached  its  present 
amount.  It  was  oertainiy  very  improbable  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  ever  get  a  laiver  dividend  than  at  pre- 
sent ;  whereas  it  was  possible,  if  not  extremely  proba* 
ble,  that  the  amount  in  future  years  may  be  much  less, 
it  was  well  known  that  the  amount  of  the  Bank's  dia* 
counts  depended  on  many  and  vari<>us  circumstances, 
especially  on  the  condition  of  our  forei§^  commerce* 
and  our  consequent  reUtions  to  other  nations,  whether 
as  debtors  or  creditors.  When  the  balance  of  trade  was 
in  favor  of  the  United  States,  the  Bank  was  liberal  in 
its  discounting  {  but,  ^hen  that  balance  preponderated 
in  an  opposite  direction,  the  Bank  immediately  curtail- 
ed its  discounts,  actuated  by  that  prudence  which  taught 
banking  institwtions  to  guard  agautft  the  effect  of  a  sud- 
den run  upon  their  funds. 

In  addition  to  the  depression  of  profits  resuttmg  from 
cases  of  this  description,  there  was  also  to  be  taken  into 
view  that  which  was  produced  by  bad  debts,  ou  which 
subject  it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Bank  had  re- 
ceived an  early  and  severe  monitoi^y  lesson.  But  allow- 
ing, for  argument  sake,  that  the  dividends  for  the  Bank 
were  to  continue  at  six  per  cent,  it  was  manifest  that,  by 
selling  out  its  shares,  the  Government  would  clear  the 
whole  amount  of  the  advance  which  the  stock  now  beam 
in  the  market ;  whereas,  by  refusing  to  sell  it,  it  waa 
equally  pfaun  that  this  possible  profit  would  certainly  be 
lost.  /      -t 

But  he  had  another  reason,  and  one  whi<in  he  con- 
ceived to  have  a  very  serious  bearing,  why  the  measure 
he  proposed  should  be  adopted.  He  was  one  who  held 
the  opinion  that  the  Government  of  the  country  ought 
not  to  be  continued  as  as  a  stockholder  in  any  joint  stock 
company  like  a  bank.  The  incorporation  of  a  bank  was 
an  exercise  of  high  political  power,  and  so  long  as  the 
Government  continued  to  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in 
such  an  institution,  it  could  not  but  reel  all  those  conside- 
rations which  address  themselves  to  that  interest.  Now, 
in  nine  years  hehce,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will 
be  presenting  to  Congress  its  petition  for  a  renewal  of  its 
charter :  and  he  did  not  think  that  the  Government  to 
whom  such  a  petition  was  presented,  ought,  while  listen- 
ing to  and  deliberating  upon  it,  be  placed  under  the  una- 
voidable bias  arising  from  the  Government  itself  being  a 
joint  stockholder  with  those  who  were  petitioning. 


81Y 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


818 


Dec.  14,  132r.] 


Batik  of  the  United  Slates, 


[H.  or  R. 


Mr.  B.  fikfther  observed,  that  he  dkl  not  see,  from  the 
proposed  sale  of  stock,  any  difficulty  likely  to  result  to 
tiie  manaf^einent  of  the  Bank,  and  the  Government's 
share  in  its  control.  I'he  present  act  of  incorporation 
gives  to  tlie  Government  three  different  securities  for 
I  he  good  management  of  its  concerns.  Hie  firtit  is  a 
power  of  supervision  :  the  next  security  is  one  of  pre- 
vention :  and  the  third  is  remedial.  For  supervision, 
ihe  President  of  the  United  States  has  the  power,'  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  a  certain  portion 
•f  the  directors  of  the  Dank.  By  way  of  the  preven- 
tion of  eviJ,  a  detailed  statement  is  from  time  to  time 
to  be  renderetl,  of  the  entire  state  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  {  and,  as  a  remedial  security,  a  Committee  of  (Con- 
gress has  the  power  at  any  time  to  examine  into  Us  trans- 
actions, and  if  it  has  violated  the  conditions  of  its  ciiar- 
ter,  to  order  a  tcire  facias,  and  revoke  the  charter.  The 
withdrawal  of  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  Goveniment 
in  the-stock  of  the  Bank,  ought  not  to  affect,  in  any  man- 
ner, the  supervisory  power  of  Government  over  the 
Bank  and  its  concerns.  This  power  ought  to  be  the  on- 
ly  connexion  of  the  Government  with  it. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  recapitulating  Uie  points  he  Iwd 
advanced,  and  again  pressing  the  enquiiy,  whether  it 
was  meet  and  becoming  that  GovernmeMt,  when  asked  to 
grant  a  charter  for  a  corporate  body,  should,  at  that  ve- 
ry time,  hold  a  lai^e  pecuniary  interest  in  that  corpora- 
tion ?  Objections,  he  was  aware,  might  possibly  be  urg- 
ed to  the  plan  he  suggested,  but  these  would  receive, 
be  knew,  when  presented  to  the  House,  all  that  consi- 
deration to  which  they  were  eatitJed,  and  the  question 
be  decided  on  Wkh  due  deliberatioB. 

A  second  reading  of  the  resolution  was  called  for»  and 
it  was  again  read;  when 

Mr.  BAUBOUR  again  rose  to  add  a  suggestion  which 
be  bad  omitted  when  Ust  up  ^  which  was,  that,  from  in- 
formation, it  appeared  probable  to  him  that  there  would 
at  this  time  be  a  great  facility  in  effecting  the  proposed 
sale  through  the  means  of  the  United  SUtes'  stock  which 
was  to  be  redeemed,  (though  he  <lid  not  profess  to  be 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  sUte  of  matters  on  change) 
it  was  very  pi-obable  tliat  many  of  the  holders  of  the 
public  stock  would  Uke  tliat  of  the  Bank  in  exchange, 
at  the  advanced  price. 

Mr.  McDUFKIE  (a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
IrVays  and  Means)  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  at  this  time 
with  a  view  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  fi^om  Virginia.  That  resolution,  he  was 
aware,  proposed  only  an  enquiry.  But  the  gentleman 
could  not  but  be  conscious,  that  the  mere  discussion  of 
such  a  proposition  in  this  House^  had,  of  itself,  a  ten- 
dency  injuriously  to  disturb  the  pecuniary  relations  of 
Uie  United  Slates  witli  its  creditors  and  with  the  Bank. 
But  he  rose  principAlly  for  the  purpose  of  declaring,  at 
this  time,  tluu  he  differed,  almost  entirely,  from  most  of 
the  views  which  the  gentleman  had  taken  of  the  finan- 
cial interests  involved  in  the  proposition  ;  though  it  was 
possible  ke  might  not  xliffer  from  him  so  widely  as  to 
their  result.  lie  would  now  advert  to  but  one  or  two 
Cicts.  As  to  tne  profit  to  accrue  to  the  United  States 
from  the  proposed  sale,  the  gentleman  must  certainly, 
from  his  experience  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try, be  aware,  that  if  the  Government  shall  suddenly 
bring  into  the  money  market  an  amount  of  seven  mil- 
lions  of  United  Btatea'  Bank  Stock,  iiiatead  of  selling  at 
1:^3 ^,per  cent,  it  would  not  produce  105  per  cent.  The 
effelit  of  such  au  influx  of  stock  could  not  but  be  very 
great.  As  long  as  there  is  a  National  Bank,  an  institu- 
tion which  has  necessarily  so  important  an  effect  on  the 
currency  of  the  Nation,  the  Government  cught  certain- 
ly to  possess  a  pontrul  over  it ;  but  there  was  nothing 
which  would  render  that  control  efficient,  but  its  hold- 
ing a  large  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  Bauk.  Ue  made 
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these  remarks  not  in  anticipation  of  the  argument  on 
the  resolution,  but  mainly  to  the  end  that  the  country 
might  know  that  the  views  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  expressed  were  not  acquiesced  in  as  the  views 
of  this  House,  on  that  important  subject. 

Mr.  GORHAM  deprecated  the  going  abroad  of  an  im« 
pression  tliat  the  Government  of  tne  United  States 
doubted  tlie  policy  of  its  continuing  to  hold  stock  in  the 
National  Bank.  The  very  notion  that  the  Government 
was  disposed  to  part  with  its  portion  of  that  stock,  and 
to  throw  seven  millions  of  it  mto  market,  would  be  a 
virtual  proclamation  to  all  the  world,  that  it  was  not  their 
interest  to  buy  into  the  Bank.  The  very  moment  the 
Government  shall  attempt  such  a  sale,  the  greater  part, 
if  not  the  whole  of  the  present  advance  in  the  price  of 
that  stock  will  be  at  an  end.  Some  gentlemen  recollect 
the  history  of  the  sale  of  the  Government's  stock  in  the 
old  bank.  When  that  took  place,  there  was  a  univer- 
sal  belief  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  would  be  renew- 
ed, or  rather  extended,  and  that  the  same  proprietors 
would  have  the  privilege  of  subscribing  into  the  new 
bank — but  that  expectation  was  sadly  disappointed  i 
the  bank  Was  suffered  to  expire,  and  four  or  five  years 
to  elapse  before  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  was 
granted.  The  sale  of  the  stock  was  recommended,  in- 
deed, by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury— but  it  was 
bought  and  sold  under  the  confident  belief  that  the  char- 
ter would  be  continued,  and  the  old  stockholders  have  a 
privilege  of  buying  into  the  new  bank.  The  principal 
holders  then,  as  now,  resided  in  Europe — they  all  liad  this 
expectation,  and  were  all  deceived.  And,  at  this  day,  it 
is  idle  to  talk  of  disposing,  in  this  country,  of  seven  mil- 
lions of  the  United  SUtes'  Bank  Stock.  We  must  rely 
on  capitalists  abroad.  Those  men  have,  at  present,  full 
confidence  in  the  permanence  of  both  our  moneyed  and 
political  institutions ;  but  could  they  suppose  that  you 
were  about  to  desert  this  bank  as  you  deserted  the  Stock- 
holders in  the  former  one,  great,  indeed,  would  be  the 
effect  upon  the  price  of  the  stock.  When  the  present 
bank  was  incorporated,  there  was  a  general  ^understand- 
ing  that  the  Government  were  to  be  permanent  stoclc- 
holders  in  it— no  man  felt  a  doubt  on  the  subject. 
Should  it  happen  otherwise,  the  consequence  in  the 
stock  market  would  be  serious  indee<1.  Why  should  the 
Government  renoimce  its  interest  in  the  bank  ?  They 
have  great  advantage  from  retaining  it  They  have  a 
strong  hold  upon  that  institution— they  appoint  five  of 
its  Directors.  But  who  ever  doubted  that  such  a  pri- 
vilege was  consented  to  on  the  very  ground  that  they 
were  also  to  hold  a  large  amount  of  its  stock  f  This  is, 
in  fact,  the  only  true  ground  of  their  control  over  it — 
for  it  would  strike  the  mind  of  the  American  People  most 
unfavorably,  to  see  Government  assuming  such  a  power 
over  what,  if  the  gentlema.i's  proposition  were  to  suc- 
ceed, would  be  mere  private  property.  Mr.  G.  con- 
cluded with  moving  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARBOUK  expressed  his  cheerful  assent,  not  be- 
ing disposed  to  press  such  a  matter  hastily,  and 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 


Fridat,  Decembbr  14,  1827. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  setting  foitli  that  at  a  General 
Election  in  October,  1826,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  members  of  Congress,  upon  counting  the  votes**  in 
the  regular  Congressional  ballot  boxes,"  there  was  found 
to  be  an  equal  number  of  votes  for  John  Sergeant  and 
Henry  Horn,  upon  which  it  was  declared  that  no  choice 
liad  been  nwde  :  that  in  counting  the  votes  contained  in 
the  **  Coroners  and  other  boxes,  there  was  found  a  num- 
ber of  votes  in  favor  of  Henry  Horn,  over  and  above  thoso- 
given  for  John  Sergeant."     Under  these  circumstances. 
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the  memoriaJista  Bubmit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
•*  the  propriety  of  institutingf  an  investigation  into  the 
premises,  and  of  deciding  the  important  question,  wheth- 
er by  design,  accident,  or  neglect,  of  U»e  Inspectors  or 
Judges  of  an  Election,  in  misplacing,  or  suffering  the 
votea  of  an  elector  to  be  misplaced,  ttiey  may  disfranchise 
the  elector,  perrcrt  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
atitnttonand  laws  of  our  country,  and  render  nugatory 
the  inestimable  right  of  election."  The  memorialists  •*  sub- 
mit the  opinion  that  no  subsequent  election  can  in  any 
manner  affect  the  important  principle  involved  in  the 
first." 

This  memorial  was  referred  to  tlie  committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

lite  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  the  followinjr 
letter.  ■ 

Decimbee  12,  1827. 

Sib:  I  have  received  from  the  Clerk  an  order  of  the 
House  requiring  me  to  serve  on  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

From  some  acquaintance  with  the  duties  of  tfiat  Com- 
mittee, acquired  during  six  years'  experience  in  the 
Chair,  I  am  thoroughly  pursuaded  of  my  inability  to  dis- 
charge them  (in  my  present  very  feeble  state  of  health) 
with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  to  myself,  or  advantage  to 
the  public.  I  therefore  respectfully  pray  to  be  excused 
from  serving. 

I  am,  with  high  respect.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  nANDOLI'II,  ofKoanoke. 
To  Ahdbxw  SxvtiRsoK,  Esq. 

Speaker  of  the  Ilotue  ofjieps,  of  Ike  U.  Siaia, 

The  letter  being  read,  the  question  was  put,  "  Will 
the  House  excuse  Mr.  lUifDoi.PH  from  serving  on  the 
iJommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  ?" 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  McDUf  FIE  then  moved  that  a  mem!>er  be  ap- 
pointed of  the  committee,  so  that  tlic  same  be  complete} 
which  was  aneed  to. 

Adjourned  tUI  Monday. 

Moxdjlt,  Use.  17,  1827. 
The  whole  of  this  day  was  taken  up  in  the  presentation 
of  petitions,  and  resolutions  ot  inquiry,  and  m  referring 
them  to  Committees. 

Thvrsdat,  Dec.  18,  1827. 
RIGHT  OF  SUFFRAGE  IN  FLORIDA, 

Mr.  STBONG,  from  the  Committee  on  tlic  Territories, 
to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  St.  Au- 
gu&tine>  reported  a  bill  to  secure  to  certain  inliabitants  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  right  of  voting  at  elections, 
and  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Flcrida. 

Mr.  STBONG  expressed  a  wish  that  the  House  would 
consent  that  this  bill  should  be  ordered  to  be  eng^rossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  accompanied  this  request  by  a 
few  remarks  explanatory  of  the  nature  and  object  of  the 
bill ;  which  was  a  copy  of  one  reported  by  the  same  com- 
mittee at  the  Uuit  session,  but  loi>t  in  tlie  Senate,  for  want 
of  time  to  consider  it.  It  had  two  objects  only  :  one  was 
to  allow  certain  persons,  who  had  been  residents  of  Flor- 
ida at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  that  Territory  by  Spain 
to  the  United  States,  to  vote  at  the  elections,  of  which 

Erivilege  they  had  been  deprived  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
Ltive  Council  of  the  Territory,  which  the  council  had 
thought  themselves  authorized  and  competent  to  pass. 
I'he  committee  deemed  this  class  of  inhabitants  to  be  as 
much  entitled  to  the  elective  franchise,  as  others  who  ex- 
ercised that  privilege,  and  he  doubted  not  that  the  House 
would  agree  with  the  Committee  in  opinion.    The  other 


object  of  the  bill  was  to  clwiige  the  time  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  council,  from  October  to  December.  He 
knew  of  no  objections  to  the  bill,  and  presumed  none  ex- 
isted. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  ordered  to  its  third  reading  to- 
morrow, without  being  committed. 

Mr.  HAUTLETT  submitted  the  following  : 

JRetoined,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  to 
be  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  f^avy  Hospitals,  such 
sum  as  may  be  due  to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund,  from  tlie 
Treasury  of  tlie  United  States. 

B^r.  BARTLETT  accompanied  the  resolution  wirU 
some  explanatory  statetnents — ^from  which  it  appeared, 
that,  in  the  year  1798,  a  fund  for  the  erection  of  Marine 
Hospitals  was  raised  by  means  of  a  deduction  from  the 
pay  of  the  officers  aiul  men  of  the  Naval  service,  lii 
succeeding  years  a  similar  arrangement  took  place  agalii 
— and  the  simis  thus  raised  had  been  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, where  they  remained  until  1^11«  when  tlie  Secreta* 
ries  of  the  Navy,  of  War,  and  of  the  Treasury,  were  cre- 
ated a  Board  ik  Commissioners  for  the  Navy  Hospital 
Fund,  and  made  a  report  to  Congress  on  tliat  subject • 
From  a  recent  report  of  the  Board,  it  appears  that  a  ba- 
lance of  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  dollars  is 
still  due  from  the  Treasury  to  this  fund.  Congress  were 
called  upon,  at  the  last  session,  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
balance  for  the  objects  intended,  but  nothing  had  been 
done.  In  tlie  mean  while,  various  works  hftd  been  pro- 
jected and  commenced,  and  were  now  in  a  state  which  re- 
(juired  the  application  of  a  further  sum  for  their  comple* 
tion.  The  resolution  was  tliereupon  adopted. 
.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  fullowiog  re- 
solution moved  yesterday  by  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ten- 
nessee : 

**  Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  en  Indian  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inc|uire  mto  the  expediency  and  practicabiU 
ity  of  establishmg  some  mode  by  which  all  the  Indians 
East  of  the  Mississippi  River  may  be  immediately  and 
gradually  removed  beyond  or  West  of  said  River,  and  a. 
sufficiency  of  land  attached  to  each  tribe,  and  secured  to 
such  tribe  or  tribes,  with  tlie  sovereignty  or  right  of  soiU 
in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  that  the 
right  of  domain  is  secured  to  the  respective  States  of  tlie 
Union  I  and  there  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government 
over  them,  of  the  same  kind,  and  regulated  by  the  same 
rules,  that  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  are  now 
governed  ;  and  that,  if  the  said  Committee  cannot  devise 
an)bplan  that  shall  be  just  and  magnanimous,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  attain  that  end,  that  they  shall  then 
inquire  into  the  right  and  expediency  of  extending  the 
laws  and  municipal  regidations  of  the  United  Stateti,  and, 
also,  of  the  sevenil  States  wherein  said  Indians  reside,  over 
them." 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  FORT,  a  resolution  offered  a 
few  days  ago  by  Mr.  LoMrxix,  on  the  the  same  subject, 
was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Tennessee,  observed,  that  it  had 
not  been  his  intention  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  single 
remark  in  support  of  the  resolution  he  had  had  the  honor 
to  offer,  nor  should  he  now  trouble  them  long.  The  re- 
solution of  the  member  from  Georgia,  although  on  the 
same  general  subject  with  his  own,  did  not  embrace  more 
than  a  single  one  of  the  many  and  important  points  em- 
braced  in  the  Utter,  and  which  he  had  been  desirous  for 
years  to  bring  forward,  and  have  presented  to  the  a^^en- 
tion  of  this  House.  He  could  not  but  consider  many  of 
these  propositions  of  great  intrinsic  importance.  Wheo 
that  People,  whose  Representatives  now  held  seats  with- 
in this  Hall,  first  came  over-  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic, 
those  to  whom  this  resolution  refers,  were  the  original 
inhabiUnts  and  lords  of  the  soil.  By  the  gradual  en- 
croachments of  the  white  settlers,  they  had  been  driren 
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back  from  the  coast,  until  their  territory  had  been  almost 
hrotiglit  to  a  state  of  nothingness.     It  was,  indeed,  true, 
that  some  among  them  were  possessed  of  great  wealth  ; 
but  the  rest,  who  formed  the  fpeat  body  of  their  tribes, 
were  in  the  most  wretched,  abject,  and  destructive  con- 
dition in  which  poor  wretches  could  possibly  be.     In'the 
year  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson, -whose  guardian  care  over  every 
class  of  bur  population  was  equalled  only  by  the  expan- 
sion of  his  philosophic  mind,  was  the  first  to  tarn  bis  at- 
tention to  tlie  condition  of  these  unhappy  People.     He 
revolved  their  state  in  his  capacious  understanaing,  and 
the  ptiilantbropic  result  was  an  attem|)t  to  provide  every 
practicable  relief  for  their  wretched  circumstances.     He 
caused  them  to  be  furnished  with  agricultural  implements, 
and  with  the  various  races  of  dome«tic  animals  {  he  ena- 
bled them,  also,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  kpindleand 
the  loom,  by  which  their  women  might  be  clothed,  and 
their  comforts  greatly  increased.    By  these  measures  of 
(hat  great  and  benevolent  man,  many  of  the  savage  har- 
riers which  withlield  them  from  the  blessings  of  civiliza- 
tion were  removed,  and  their  condition  was  greatly  amelio- 
rated.    Rut,  thoug^i  much  had  been  done,  their  situation 
still  required  that  more  should  yet  be  done.     Every  suc- 
cesssive  Administration  had  done  sometliing  to  aid  the 
benevolent  design.    But- still,  the  mass  of  these  unfortu 
nate  |>eople  had  groaned  under  the  most  despotic  of  all 
Governments,  and  the  bondage  of  their  savage  rulers  still 
continued  to  hold  them  in  an  iron  grasp.  Their  situation 
called  for  our  sympathy,  not  for  a  vindictive  spirit  which 
sought  their  destruction.     For  himself  (Mr.  M.  said)  his 
object  by  this  resolution  was  not  to  remove  them  to  the 
wilds,  and  there  send  them  back  to  their  hunting  state  ; 
but  to  place  them  in  a  condition  where  they  might  gra- 
duaUy  participate  in  the  benefits  of  civilization.     7*heir 
land,  said  Mr.  M.  1  covet  not ;  we  liave  liad  enough  of  it; 
but  the  possession  of  their  lands,  should  they  continue  to 
hold  tliem,  will  pmve  an  injury  to  themselves,  as  well  as 
to  those  in  tlicir  vicinity.     As  ihcy  are  now  situated, 
their  condition  resembles  that  of  a  person  taking  a  slow 
poison,  which  must,  ere  long,  destroy  him.    He  trusted 
they  would  not  be  destroyed.  He  knew  tluit  their  preser- 
vation, their  civilization,  and  the  general  amelioration  of 
their  sUte,  was  the  ardent  desire  of  the  humane  through- 
out the  Union.     In  their-preaent  situation,  thev  were  un- 
prepared to  receive  the  blessings  of  social  order ;  and  if 
you  drive  them,  said  Mr.  M.  into  the  wilderness,  without 
any  protecting  and  preserving  arm  extended  over  them, 
will  it  not  be  like  leading  these  unh.ippy  beings  into  one 
spot  and  there  destrc^ing  them  ? 

I  repeat  that  the  objeet  of  my  resolution  is  not  lucre  ; 
it  is  lite  good  of  the  Indians,  and  not  iheir  lands  that  I 
seek.  l*hey  never  can  be  free,  intelligent,  and  indepen- 
dent, while  their  present  cruel  masters  lord  it  over  them. 
Which  of  you  would  be  willing,  calmly  to  stand  by  while 
some  miserable  man  was  takmg  poison,  and  not  snatch 
the  fatal  cup  from  his  lips  }  Who  among  us  would  see 
the  self  murderer  with  tlie  knife  ready  in  bis  hand,  and 
just  about  to  plunge  it  in  bis  own  breast,  and  not  snatch 
the  deadly  weapon  fr»m  his  grasp  ?  I  am  sure  there  is 
none.  And  shall  we  not  act  with  the  same  caution  to- 
ward these  children  of  the  forest  that  we  would  with  the 
miserable  suicide  ^  Is  it  our  duty  to  consult  their  will  in 
such  a  matter^  What  can  be  the  result  of  consulting 
the  ignorant,  but  ignorance  in  their  determination! 
These  poor  beings  ai«  incapable  of  understanding  their 
own  true  interest,  or  chooemg  what  will  be  most  for  their 
benefit.  Let  uftact  for  them— let  us  promote  their  union 
in  a  place  where  they  will  be  protected  from  intruders, 
and  enjoy  the  benent  of  some  system  of  Government 
The  roaming  man  of  the  forest  will  never  be  truly  free 
till  he  has  learned  to  submit  himself  to  proper  legal  re* 
straints — he  must  do  what  our  fathers  did — lie  must  give 
up  a  portion  of  bis  savage  liberty  to  secure  that  part  of 


it  which  will  best  promote  his  hapninets.  Of  what  nature 
the  government  sliall  be  under  wluch  these  People  are  to 
be  placed,  I  am  for  from  attempting  to  dictate.    That 
will  be  for  the  mature  consideration  of  the  Committee  to 
a'honi  my  resolution  may  be  referred,  and  for  the  scdenMi 
decision  of  this  House.     What  1  want  is  to  remove  them 
at  once  from  the  avaricious  gripe  of  those  who  can  never 
be  satisfied  with  sebsing  upon  their  hunting  grounds  and 
half  cultivated  fields— I  wish  to  have  the  sod  of  their  new 
abode  secured  to  them  as  firmly  as  that  of  any  of  the 
States  is  confirmed  to  their  white  possessors :  to  that  the 
idea  of  holding  councils,  as  they  are  called,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  cheatuig  them  out  of  their  lands,  may  no  more  be 
heard  to  disgrace  these  Halls— I  say  disgrace  them  :  for 
surely  it  is  disgrace  to  the  Government  and  to  the  Na- 
tion, to  treat  tliese  people  as  if  they  were  independent 
nations^  while  they  Hve  among  us  in  the  powerless  and 
miserable  condition  in  which  they  are  now  found.    But 
give  them  a  region  of  their  own— give  them  a  suitable 
Government — and  soon  they  will  begin  to  feel  the  benign 
influence  of  law— soon  they  will  be  prepared  to  become 
an  integral  part  of  the  American  People.  Till  you  secure 
them  a  firm  possession  of  the  soil,  it  is  in  vain  that  yoQ 
endeavor  to  improve  their  state — so  long  as  the  wliites 
may  claim  and  take  from  them  the  possession  of  their 
soil,  they  never  can  become  effectually  and  permanently 
civilized.     It  is  the  riglit  of  soil  which  will  attach  them 
to  their  improvements— will  attadi  them  to  their  Govern- 
ment, and  will  soften  gradually  and  refine  their  whole 
condition.    But  then  they  must  be  furnished  with  a  sys- 
tem of  education — not  a  mere  elementary  plan  of  giving 
them  the   A,    B,    C,  but   Universities    and    Colleges, 
where  they  may  advance  themselves  in  science.    Th^ 
must  have  manufacturing  establishments,  for  the  cultiva- 
tion and  exercise  of  their  native  ingenuity  :  in  a  word, 
wh»te\-er  their  gradual  improvement  may  require.     It  is 
by  adopting  a  plan  like  this,  and  by  that  alone,  that  you 
Will  get  clear  of  those  dijficulties  which  Gcoma,  which 
Alabam.i,  which  Mississippi,  which  Missouri,  which  North 
Carolina,  and  many  other  States,  have  in  turn  had  to  en- 
counter.    Let  us  extend  to  them  the  liand  of  mercy,  and 
not  use  the  powerful  arm  of  Government  merely  to  put 
them  out  of  our  way,  and  there  let  them -perish.     Mr.  M. 
concluded  with  expressing  his  trust  that  the  humanity  of 
the  f  lonse  would  forbid  their  rejecting  a  resolution  such 
as  th.it  he  had  the  honor  now  to  lay  before  them.     As  to 
the  resolution  of  his  friend  from  Georgia,  that  gentleman 
had  consulted  with  him,  and  was  not  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution, now  ofiered.  The  gentleman's  resolutioiii  asfiu'  as  it 
went,  was  unexceptionable,  but  it  stopped  short  of  his 
motive  in  offering  it. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  observed,  that  the  gentleman  horn 
Tennessee  liad  misunderstood  him,  if  he  supposed  that 
the  resolution  he  had  offered  stopped  short  of  his  motive. 
This  was  not  the  fact  It  embraced  all  he  had  intended 
now  to  propose ;  but  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
went  much  ftfther— tlie  chief  difference  between  them 
lying  in  this,  tliat,  while  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  gone  a  certain 
length  which  he  deemed  expedient  en  this  very  impor- 
tant  and  interesting  subject,  the  gentleman  from  Tennes* 
see  had  prepared  a  plan  which  seemed  to  him  to  reach 
half  a  century  ahead.  He  did  not,  however,  object  to  it. 
Mr.  LIVINGSTON  observed,  that,  as  it  was  merely  a 
resolution  of  inquiiy,  it  did  not  commit  the  House,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted.  He  thought  the  consid- 
erations involved  by  it  were  such  as  must  weigh  heavily 
on  the  mind  of  every  gentleman  in  that  House.  Wlien 
they  took  into  view  the  anomalous  condition  of  these  de- 
caying tribes,  and  the  very  imperfect  righU  which  they 
enjoyed  while  placed  under  what  was  called  the  protect* 
ing  arm  of  the  Government,  he  was  persuaded  gentlemen 
would  agree  with  him  that  their  condition  uras  one  which 
required  to  be  nwst  csrcfully  looked  into,  tnd  to  be  ele* 
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vated  by  every  means  whicli  the  wiadonn  of  Confess  may 
be  able  to  devise.  It  called  for  all  the  care  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  and  all  that  discussion  in  the  House  which  their 
report  might  be  expected  to  call  forth.  On  such  a  subject, 
every  resolution  that  suggested  any  new  idea  toward  the 
amelioration  and  relief  of  those  unfortunate  people,  in 
religion,  in  politics,  or  in  any  feature  of  their  social  exist- 
ence, ought,  certainly,  to  be  regarded  with  favor.  I'he 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Geergta  embraced  the 
subject  in  its  general  aspect — but  that  now  oflered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  more  particular  and 
definite,  and  directed  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
distinct  objects,  and  those  of  the  highest  importance.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
MITCHELL  was  adopted. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wbdkisoat,  Bscxwber  19,  1827. 
AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Bartlxtt,  came  up  for  consideration  : 

**  Strike  out  the  following  rule  : 

*  Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave, 
or  by  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee ;  and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  the  same 
shall  be  appointed.  In  cases" of  a  general  nature,  one 
day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  g^ven  of  the  motion  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  and  every  such  motion  may  be  committed.' 

**And  substitute  the  fidlowing: 

'  No  bill  shall  be  introduced  except  upon  the  report  of 
a  committee.' " 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  B  AS  SETT  made  some  observations  in  opposition 
to  iu  adoption,  and  on  the  general  inexpediency  of  chang- 
ing Rules  of  Order,  which  have  been  long^  tried,  and 
Ibund  effectual  for  their  object,  for  new  ones  of  an  equi- 
vocal utility. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  spoke  in  reply,  disclaiming  any  par- 
ticular anxiety  for  the  adoption  of  the  rule  he  had  intro- 
duced,  having  been  led  to  propose  it  mainly  from  observ- 
ing the  inconvenience  which  had  recently  been  experi- 
enced from  the  operation  of  that  now  in  existence,  it 
had  received  very  different  constructions  ;  -and,  if  it  was 
intended  to  be  so  understood  as  to  admit  tiie  introduction 
of  bills  into  the  House,  which  had  been  submitted  to  no 
committee  of  the  House,  he  was  certainly  of  opinion  it 
ought  immediately  to  be  repealed.  If  it  was  to  be  inter- 
preted the  other  way,  then,  it  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
new  rule,  and  the  only  difference  would  be  that  the  lat- 
ter expressed  in  simple  and  direct  language,  what  was 
now  expressed  in  obscure  and  dubious  terms. 

Mr.  BASSETT  now  delivered  his  views  more  at  leng^i, 
and  insisted  on  the  practical  inconvenience  which  would 
result  from  the  adoption  of  the  new  rule  ;  circumstances 
might  easily  occur  in  which  there -would  be  a  great  ex- 
pediency in  having  a  bill  introduced  without  any  delay:  if 
this  rule  were  adopted,  the  committees  must  have  leave 
to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  House,  which  might  often 
be  very  inconvenient  ?  and  yet,  if  this  leave  were  refus- 
ed, much  deUv  must  be  susUined.  If  the  rule  were  per- 
mitted to  stand  in  its  present  form,  the  mover  and  second* 
er  of  the  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  would  be 
practically^  considered  as  a  committee  to  introduce  it : 
and  though  the  rule  requires  a  day's  previous  notice  of 
such  motion  for  leave,  yet,  when  there  was  need  of  ex- 
Dedition,  this  part  of  the  rule  might  be  dispensed  with 
for  the  occasion.  He  could  see  no  obscurity  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  rule,  and  hoped  it  would  nbt  be  exchanged 
for  one  which  was  against  all  Parliamentary  usage. 

Mr.  8.  WOOD,  of  New  York,  thoiiglit,  that,  though 
the  existing  nde  was  nof  absolutely  obscure,  yet  it  was. 


in  its  operation,  certainly  deceptive.  For  he  believed 
that  no  new  member  would  know  or  believe,  from  its 
slight  perusal,  that  be  miglit,  individually,  introduce  a 
bill  into  the  House  whenever  he  could  get  leave.  Yet 
such  was  the  fact.  He  contended  that  a  bill  thus  intro- 
duced must,  under  the  present  rtile,  take  the  courae  of 
a  bill  reported  by  a  committee.  This  was,  indeed,  the 
practice  in  some  of  the  Stales  ;  it  was  so  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  [Here  he  stated  minutely  the  prsctice  which 
obtains  in  tlie  Legislature  of  that  State.]  But  if  a  bill 
introduced  on  leave  must  afterwards  go  to  a  committee, 
and  that  committee  have  power  to  revise,  alter,  and  re- 
modify  it,  what  advantage  did  the  mover  gain  by  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  more  than  a  m€re  resolution  >  And  what 
practical  use  was  there  in  the  rule^  For  liinseJf,  he  was 
friendly  to  the  new  rule,  but  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  llarapsh're,  to  introduce  into  it  the  wcKds  **  by 
order  of  the  House,"  from  the  present  rule.  With  this 
addition  the  rule  would  be  simple,  intelligible,  and  adapt- 
ed to  the  practice  of  the  House. 

■  Mr.  STRONG  was  opposed  to  abrogating  the  present 
rule  ;  the  practical  advantage  of  which  he  contended 
was  this  :  that  it  enabled  a  member  to  introduce  the  sub- 
ject<»matter  on  which  he  desired  the  action  of  the  House, 
not  merely  in  a  general  form,*  as  was  done  by  a  resolu- 
tion, but  in  a  more  particular  and  deuiled  form,  if  be 
might  think  that  most  expedient.  But  then  the  practice 
under  the  rule  ought  to  be,  that,  when  a  bill  is  introduc- 
ed by  a  member  on  leave,  and  taken  to  the  Clerk's  table, 
it  ought  not  there  to  receive  its  first  and  second  reading, 
but  to  be  immediately  referred  to  one  of  the  standing 
committees  of  the  House,  or  to  a  select  committee.  Thus 
the  whole  object  of  the  mover  would  be  attained.  He 
would  present  the  subject  to  a  committee  of  the  House 
in  that  particular  form  which  he  considered  moaH  advan- 
tageous. But  if  an  opposite  practice  sliould  prevail, 
and  a  bill  introduced  by  a  member  on  leave,  is  to  be 
treated  as  if  it  had  been  reported  by  a  committee,  this 
consequence  would  follow,  that  speeches  would  be  imr 
mediately  in  order  on  a  subject  just  presented  for  the 
first  time  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  premature  de- 
bate ensue  before  due  opportunity  had  been  afforded  for 
deliberation.  If  this  latter  is  actually  the  true  construe- 
tion  of  the  present  rule,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed ;  if  not,  it  had  better  stand  as  it  is. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  of  opinion  that  the  rule  ought  not 
to  be  altered.  The  House,  as  a  Parliamentary  body,  could 
not,  he  said,  act  by  any  individual  member,  but  must  act 
by  a  committee,  and  contended  that,  under  the  rule  aa  it 
at  present  stood,  no  bill  could  be  introduced  except  by  a 
committee.  Mr.  A.  stated  the  two  modes  by  which  a 
bill  could  r.ow  be  brought  in,  either  by  leave  granted,  or 
by  an  order  of  the  House.  In  the  former  case,  the  com- 
mittee had  discretionary  power  over  the  bill ;  m  the  lat- 
ter, it  has  none  whatever.  But  if  a  mere  member  of  the 
House  may,  on  leave,  bring  in  any  bill  which  suits  his 
particular  views,  and  that  bill  must  of  necessity  pass  im- 
mediately to  its  first  and  second  reading,  all  souimI  legis- 
lation would  be  at  an  end.  He  thought  the  amendment 
of  the  rule  was  not  only  superfluous,  but  would  be  posi- 
tively injurious.  It  would  Uke  away  one  of  the  modes 
at  present  open  for  the  introduction  of  bills,  and  leave 
but  one  only.  If  it  was  to  be  adopted,  he  hoped  the 
mover  would  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  S.  Wood]  v-ith  which  modification  the 
two  modes  would  still  remain  as  at  present. 

Mr.  BAUTLETT  said,  if  he  had  not  before  been  con- 
vinced of  the  expediency  of  the  alteration,  he  should 
now  be  so  j  for,  ot  the  four  gentlemen  who  bad  spoken 
in  reference  to  the  present  rule,  no  two  agreed  in  their 
interpretation  of  it.  Here  Mr.  B.  recapitulated,  and  com- 
pared the  views  which  had  been  advanced,  and  insisted 
on  Uic  expediency  of  the  alteration  he  had  proposed. 
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He  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  ihtroduction  of  bills  **  by 
order  of  the  House,"  and  contended  that  if  such  mode 
should  ever  be  necessary,  it  must^  be  rarely,  when  the 
rule  might,  for  tlie  occasion,  be  suspended.  Mr.  B.  stat- 
ed his  precise  object  to  be,  to  g^et  rid  of  all  ipodes  of 
bring^inf^  in  bills  but  one  only. 

Mr.  MARVIN,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  adoption  of 
a  new  rule,  but  contended  that  neither  of  the  gentlemen 
had  stated  with  entire  correctness  the  true  construction 
of  the  present  one.  The  rule  was  copied  almost  verba- 
tim from  that  adopted  by  the  Uritisti  House  of  Commons, 
and  had  found  its  way  into  almost  every  legislative  body 
ill  the  Union,  and  time  sufficient  had  elapsed  to  establish 
A  just  construction  of  it.  The  ordinary  mode  by  which 
a  member  introduces  any  matter  to  tlie  notice  and  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  is  by  asking  that  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  one  of  the  committees,  to  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  introducing  a  bill.  This  request  is  ordinarily 
granted,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  House  relying 
on  the  judgment  of  its  committees,  who  exercise  a  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter.  This  was  the  ordinary  mode  ;  but 
that  provided  for  by  the  standing  rule,  is  extraordinary. 
It  is  adapted  to  extraordinary  cases  which  may  arise :  for 
it  might  happen  that  a  member  was  desirous  ot  submitting 
some  matter  on  which  he  was  confident  of  having  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  in  its  favor,  although  a  majority  of  the 
regular  committee  to  which  it  would  have  to  be  referred 
migltt  be  opposed  to  it.  This  was  a  case  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  rule.  In  this  case  the  member  gives  nofice 
that  he  will,  on  a  day  certain,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  on  that  subject.  If  the  House  grants  the  leave,  it 
takes  the  discretion  out  of  the  hands  of  a  committee,  and 
assumes  it  for  itself;  and  the  understanding  is,  that  the 
bill  shall  in  its  scope  agree  with  the  leading  views  of  the 
member  who  introduces  it.  That  member  does  not,  or- 
dinarily, bring  in  a  bill  written  out  at  lengthy  but  merely 
gives  an  outline  of  what  he  desires.  Of  an  advantage 
like  this,  he  would  not  have  members  deprived,  as  they 
must  be,  if  the  new  rule  prevail. 

Mr.  MERCER  thought  the  gentleman  last  up  had  mis- 
taken the  provisions  of  the  rule  fur  tlie  practice  of  the 
House.  The  latter  he  had  correctly  sUtcd,  but  the  rule 
as  it  stood^  did  not  sanction  such  a  procedure.  Mr.  M. 
here  recapitulated  the  only  three  cases  in  which  this  rule 
had  been  called  into  operation  for  these  ten  years  past, 
and  contended  that  the  preservation  of  a  rule  of  so  little 
practical  use,  could  not  be  a  very  important  matter.  Mr. 
M.  then  went  into  an  argument  to  shew  that  a  bill,  intro- 
duced by  leave,  was  to  be  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
that  such  committee  possessed  discretiuntury  power  over 
it,  and  insisted  that,  in  practice,  there  was  no  difference 
between  this  mode  and  that  of  referring  a  resolution  to 
a  select  committee.  There  was  no  advantage  gained  by 
it  to  the  member  asking  leave,  and  ii  was  in  effect  use- 
less. 

Mr.  M.,  after  a  courteous  compliment  to  the  Speaker, 
referred  the  embarrassment  which  had  taken  pkkce  a  day 
or  two  since,  in  the  application  of  this  rule,  to  the  Speajc- 
er's  familiarity  with  the  practice  in  the  Virginia  House  of 
Delegates,  where  any  individual  was  permitted  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  on  his  own  responsibility  ;  but  such  was  not 
the  practice  of  tliis  House.  If  the  rule  were  abrogated, 
and  any  pressing  case  should  occur,  a  committee  might 
be  raised  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  BUCK  thought  the  rule  ought  to  stand.  He  did 
not  understand  the  gentleman  wliu  had  advocated  it,  as 
giving  different  constructions  of  the  rule,  but  only  differ- 
ent reasons  for  the  same  construction.  All  seemed  to 
agree  that  a  bill  ouglit  always  to  be  refeired  to  a  commit- 
tee, to  be  by  them  digested,  and  that  it  should  receive 
the  first  action  of  the  House  as  reported  by  them.  In 
the  late  case,  this  doctrine  was  virtually  sanctioned  by 
the  House,  which,  on  discovering  that  a  bUl  had  been 


twice  read  without  going  to  a  committee,  reconsidered 
its  proceedingb,  retraced  its  steps,  and  ordered  the  bill 
to  be  fij-st  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  B.  was  friendly  to  such  a  construction  as  permitted 
a  member  to  present  his  views  in  detail,  if  he  wished, 
and  the  best  way  of  doing  tliis  was  in  the  form  of  a  biU. 
If  the  rule  must  receive  a  construction  which  forbade 
this,  it  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  was  of  opinion  that  ratlier  more  impor- 
tance had  been  given  to  this  matter  than  it  really  deserv- 
ed. There  seemed  to  be  a  general  mistake  prevailing, 
in  the  apprehension  that,  when  leave  was  g^nted  under 
the  present  rule,  it  is  granted  to  an  individual  member, 
that  he  may  bring  in  a  bill.  The  fact  was  not  so.  Leave  is 
gntnted,  on  the  request  of  that  member,  that  a  bill  may  be 
brought  in  ;  but  not,  certainly  by  him,  individually,  but  by 
a  committee  of  the  House  It  was,  indeed,  true  that,  from 
courtesy,  it  was  always  customary  to  place  that  member 
at  the  head  of  such  committee  as  was  raised  at  his  re- 
quest ;  but  this  was  of  courtesy,  not  of  right-^by  prac- 
tice, not  by  the  rule.  When  such  a  request  is  made,  the 
House  expects  to  hear  the  reasons  why  it  ou^^ht  to  be 
gfranted  ;  and,  when  it  is  granted,  the  proceedmg  is  only 
equivalent  to  the  raising  a  select  committee  to  consider 
the  subject,  and  report  a  bill  upon  it.  The  only  differ- 
ence lay  in  this  :  that  it  afforded  the  mover  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  placed  on  somewhat  more  conspicuous 
ground  as  the  father  of  the  measure  proposed  by  him. 
If  such  was  at  any  time  an  object  of  ambition,  (which  it 
might  very  innocently  be,)  he  thought  a  member  ought 
not  to  be  deprived  ot  the  gratification.  Mr.  T.  here  took 
occasion  to  observe  that  formerly  it  was  a  rare  thing  to 
instruct  the  committees  of  this  House  in  the  discharge  of 
their  dutv :  it  was  then  believed  that  the  committees  had 
some  little  share  of  intelligence  as  to  what  that  duty  was, 
and  some  desire  of  properly  discharging  it ;  but,  of  late, 
the  committees  were  dealt  with  as  if  they  really  had  not 
an  idea  of  their  own — as  if  they  knew  nothing,  and  could 
do  nothing,  save  as  they -were  instructed  by  the  House. 
Hence  the  floods  of  resolutions  which  every  day  inundat- 
ed the  House  ;  and  hence  the  contests  whether  one  ef 
these  resolutions  did  or  did  not  contain  precisely  the  same 
idea,  or  the  same  number  of  ideas  with  another  resolu- 
tion on  the  same  subject,  moved  by  some  other  gentU* 
man — ^how  far  it  went — and  whether  it  had  any  new  idea 
in  it.  Of  all  this,  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  be  un- 
derstood a3  complaining ;  he  merely  stated  tliat  it  was  a 
novel  mode  of  doing  the  business  of  the  House.  When 
he  first  had  the  honor  to  serve  in  this  body,  the  instruct- 
ing of  a  committee  was  a  thing  which  took  place  very 
rarely,  and  only  on  matters  of  very  grave  and  serious  mo- 
ment ;  and  the  resolution  for  so  instructing  a  committee, 
was  sometimes  the  subject  of  earnest  debate  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House.  And  it  would  still  be  in  order 
to  refer  a  motion  for  leave  to  have  a  bill  introduced  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  At  present  there  were  three 
modes  by  which  a  bill  might  be  got  before  the  House. 
The  first  was  by  a  resolution  directing  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  reporting  such  bill.  This 
mode  had  become  very  common.  Every  week  the  House 
passed  such  resolutions — should  he  say  without  under- 
standing them  ^  He  would  say,  without  giving  ttiem  that 
attentive  and  serious  consideration  which  the  importance 
of  many  of  them  deserved.  H  would  be  easy  to  adduce 
instances  in  proof  of  this  remark.  He  would  merely  ask 
whether  such  resolutions  were  not  often  adopted  direct- 
ing a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  doing 
what  every  member,  when  adopting  such  resolution, 
knew  to  be  impracticable  f  During  the  sliort  portion  of 
the  present  session  which  had  elapsed,  resolutions  liad 
been  passed  in  reference  to  the  relief  of  individuals  in 
their  private  affairs,  for  which  no  one  member  of  the 
House  wouU  so  much  as  think  of  vtting.  These  remarks 
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lie  made  without  intending  the  slightest  disrespect  to  the 
House  ;  but  they  were  elicited  by  a  course  of  proceed- 
ing which  has  grown  more  and  mure  common,  and  whidi 
he,  for  one,  could  not  think  was  a  proper  one. 

The  second  mode  was  by  moving  thatone  of  the  stand- 
ing committees  be  directed  to  report  a  bill,  or  that  a  se- 
lect committee  be  appointed  to  do  the  same  thing.  I'here 
was  but  little  difference,  in  practice,  between  this  mode 
and  that  permitted  b^  the  rule  in  question-^wbich  was 
the  third  mode.  For  his  own  part,  be  ceuUl  see  no  great 
reason  for  a  change.  Let  those  who  had  devoted  them- 
selves to  a  particular  subject,  by  attention  and  study,  and 
were  desirous  of  being  placed  in  a  prominent  light,  as  the 
parent  of  certain  measures  which  thev  deemed  important 
to  the  public  good,  be  indulged  in  this  desire,  by  being 
permitted  to  have  their  bills  introduced  on  leave.  Yet, 
from  what  had  already  tninspired,  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all  tliat  there  was  much  whldi  might  be  said  on  both 
sides  of  the  question.  The  rule  had  stood  for  many  years: 
he  believed  it  was  among  the  earliest  adopted  by  the 
blouse  :  and,  in  order  to  allow  time  for  more  mature  re- 
flection befure  it  was  abrogated,  he  would  move  to  lay 
the  resolution  proposing  a  new  rule,  for  the  present,  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  it  was  laid  upon  the  table 
accordingly. 

Mr.  STOKRS  rose  for  the  purpose  of  makmg  a  motion 
in  relation  to  a  bill  which  had  been  introduced  on  leave, 
by  a  gentleman  fhim  Maryland,  [Mr.LTTTi.s]  in  reference 
to  the  apportionment  ol  representation  under  the  next 
census.  That  bill  had  b«en  twice  read,  and  referred  ti> 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  He  was  desirous  of 
giving  it  Sonne  other  disposition  than  such  as  would  occa- 
sion it  to  have  its  first  diseusaion  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  its  consideration,  and  that  it 
go  (o  a  select  committee.  Should  this  motion  prevail,  he 
wus  desirous  that  the  select  committee  should  consist  of 
a  member  from  each  State  in. 4 he  Union,  as  the  subject 
was  one  in  which  all  the  States  were  equally  interested. 

Tlu?  motion  prevailed,  and  a  select  committee  was  or- 
dered, to  consist  of  twenty-four  members. 

Thvbsdat,  Dxcsmber  20,  1828. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAUBOUli,  of  Virginia  moved  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  oiTcred  by  him  some  days 
since,  and  now  lying  on  the  table  : 

«•  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  tor  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  the  Stock  of  the 
Baitk  of  the  United  States,  which  is  held  b^  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  the  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt." 

The  motion  prevailed,  aod  the  resolution  having  been* 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

Mr.  BARBOUR  rose,  and  said,  that,  at  the  time  he  had 
had  the  honour  of  presenting  this  resolution  to  the 
House,  h^  had  accompanied  it  by  some  general  remarks, 
intended  only  to  convey  an  outline  of  those  views  in 
which  the  resolution  was  founded.  Having  since  un- 
derstood that  St  was  desired,  by  many  gentlemen,  that 
the  policy  of  the  measure  it  recommenced  should  be 
discussed  without  delay,  and  presuming  that  the  opinion 
which  the  House  might  express  at  this  stag^  of  its  con- 
sideration, was  to  be  received  as  decisive  of  its  future 
destiny,  it  was  his  purpose  now  to.  g^  i%omewhat  more 
at  large  into  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  of- 
fer this  proposition  for  consideration.  But«  before  he 
presented  these  views,  he  would  take  leave  to  make  one 
or  two  passing  remarks,  which  he  owesl  in  justice  to 
himself.    He  had  heard  it  pretty  clearly  iiiUiaaled»  aince  | 


the  presentation  of  this  resolution— nay,  he  liad  seen 
it  so  intimated--!-that  this  might  possibly  be  what  was  de- 
nominated a  nneasure  of  the  Opposition  in  this  House. 
Some  ambigute  voices  liad  reached  his  ear,  which  seem- 
ed to  imply  that,  in  bringing  forward  this  proposition, 
he  had  been  influenced  by  some  motive,  and  had  cher- 
ished some  purpose,  other  than  those  which  bad  been 
avowed ;  and  that  the  measure  he  advocated,  was  itodf 
the  result  of  concert,  and  of  an  understanding  among 
those  who  were  denominated- the  Opposition  members. 
It  was  but  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  himself  to  declare, 
that,  while,  on  every  proper  occasion,  in  relation  to  mea- 
sures which  might  be  viewed  as  affecting  what  were  call- 
ed party  politics,  he  should  openly,  frankly,  and  fearless- 
ly express  the  opinions  which  he' really  entertained,  and 
should,  as  openly,  as  ihmkly,  and  as  fearlessly,  pursue 
his  convictions,  whether  they  did  or  did  not  coincide 
with  those  of  others.  It  never  Imd  been  a  part  of  his 
character,  or  his  course,  and  it  never  should  be,  to  ap- 
proach any  object  be  had  in  view  by  indirection  ;  his 
motives  he  would  openly  avow  ;  tlie  opinions  he  held 
he  would  frankly  express  \  what  he  did  he  would  ever 
do  in  open  day  $  he  trusted  he  never  slioiild  learn,  as 
he  had  not  hitherto  learned,  the  by-paths  of  either 
moral  or  political  obliquity.  He  disdained  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  considerations  whidi  he  was  aaliamed  to 
avow.  He  despised  the  idea  of  gettittg  at  the  object 
he  might  have  in  view,  in  any  way  but  by  meeting 
it  In  the  fltce,  and  stating  his  opinions  or  his  purpose 
just  as  it  really  was.  Under  tlie  influence  of  such  feel- 
ingS|  he  now  utterly  and  positively  disclaimed  any  «uch 
motive,  purpose,  concert,  or  understanding,  us  that 
which  had  been  attributed  to  him.  So  far  was  he  from 
this,  that,  as  far  as  he  had  received  any  intimation  of 
the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen,  with  whose  general 
political  principles  be  agreed,  as  to  the  proposition  he 
was  about  to  ofler,  he  knew  that  some  of  them  were 
opposed  to  it.  It  was  no  more  than  justice  to  himself 
to  say,  that  the  measure  proposed  by  Uie  resolution* 
be  it  right  or  wrong,  whether  salutary  or  pernidous 
in  its  tendency,  was  the  offspring  of  his  own  mind. 
He  had  not  mentioned  it  to  more,  in  all,  than  half  n 
dozen  of  bis  friends^  and  out  of  this  number  two  disap- 
proved of  it. 

We  shall  have  fallen  on  evil  times,  indeed,  said  Mr.  B. 
if  a  meknber  of  this  House  might  not,  in  the  integrity  of 
his  heart,  rise  in  his  place,  and  offer  for  consideration  a 
measure  which  he  believed  to  be  for  tlie  public  weal, 
without  having  all  that  he  said  and  did  imputed  to  some 
hidden  motive,  and  referred  to  some  secret  purpose 
which  was  never  presented  to  the  public  eye.  He  again 
solemnly  discUumed  all  such  motives,  and  every  such 
purpose.  To  what  he  had  already  said,  he  woidd  go  so 
far  as  to  add,  that,  even  in  tlie  last  annual  report  receiv- 
ed from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there  was  an  ml* 
lusion  to  the  very  subject  which  he  had  brought  forward. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  he  begged  Inave  to  read  a  short  extract 
frpm  that  report :  * 

**  The  sum  of  seven  millions,  subscribed  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  SUtes,  is,  in  effect, 
destroyed  as  debt,  by  the  United  SUtes  owning  an  eqnal 
amount  in  the  shares  of  the  Bank. .  So  far  is  this  sum 
from  being  any  charge  upon  the  Ti-easury,  that  the  TTca* 
sury  is  annually  receiving  interest  for  it,  in  the  dividend* 
upon  the  shares.  Whenever  the  latter  are  sold,  they 
may  at  least  be  expected  to  repbice  the  sum  that  was  in- 
vested in  them." 

Here  was  certainly  a  pretty  distinct  reference  of  the 
honoiable  Secretary  to  the  same  subject  as  was  embrac- 
ed by  his  resolution ;  and  yet,  he  presumed,  it  would 
hardly  be  inferred  tliat  motives  sucli  as  he  liad  found  it 
necessary  to  disavow,  had  influenced  the  author  of  that 
report.     With  these  prefatory  remarks,  which  he  coo- 
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oeived  were  demanded  by  a  just  regard  to  his  own  cha- 
racter, Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  pasH  to  the  immediate 
question  to  be  considered. 

My  proposition,  said  Mr.  B.  is  to  sell  out  the  stock  at 
present  held  by  tli«5  Government  in  the  Bank  of  tlia  Uni- 
ted States,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars. When  I  first  introduced  this  subject,  I  stated  to  the 
House  tliat  the  existing  price  of  this  stock  in  tlie  market 
was  understood  to  stand  at  an  advance  of  twenty.three 
and  a  fraction  per  cent,  on  tlic  nominal  amount.  It  is 
plain,  that  if  the  Government  could  sell-  out  its  whole 
amount  of  stock  at  that  price,  it  would  realize  a  profit  to. 
the  whole  extent  of  this  advance  of  twenty-thi«e  per  cent, 
on  seven  millions  of  dollars,  amounting  to  about  one  mil- 
lion six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  No  proof  will  be  re- 
quired that  this  would  be  a  very  advantageous  transaction, 
provided  it  were  attended  witli  no  injurious  consequen- 
ces, suflicient  to  countervail  the  amount  of  profit.  To 
add  such  an  amount  to  the  available  funds  of  tlie  Go- 
vernment, without  laying  anv  additional  burthens  upon 
the  people,  fiscally  considered,  must  be  a  beneficial  ope- 
ration. Would  such  an  operation,  Mr.  B.  asked,  be  at- 
tended with  those  injurious  consequences  which'  have 
been  anticipated,  and  which  have  been  urged  as  objec- 
tions to  it  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor  ?  It  would  be  now 
his  endeavor  to  show  that  it  would  not  We  have  been 
told,  thai  the  very  instant  such  a  measure  was  resolved 
upon  in  this  llall,  a  very  large  deduction  would  take 
place  in  the  present  advance  in  the  market  price  of  the 
stock,  and  that  the  g^reater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
twenty-three  and  an  half  per  cent,  would  suddenly 
disappear,  on  the  mere  mention  of  sUth  a  thing  as  be- 
ing teriouslv  intended.  We  have  been  farther  assured, 
that  the  suddenly  throwing  of  seven  millions  of  ti^oUars 
worth  of  this  stock  into  the  money  market  at  once,  would 
present  an  amount  that  could  not  be  purchaaed  by  the 
capitalists  here,  and  that,  consequently,  an  alarming  de- 
pression of  the  price  would  intalUbly  ensue. 

In  reply,  I  might  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
mere  matter  of  detail,  a^  to  the  time,  the  manner,  and 
the  different  suras,  in  which  this  stock  is  to  be  introduc* 
ed  into  the  market,  would  be  subject  to  arrangement  in 
the  bill  reported  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution  i  and  that, 
by  a  judicious  arrangement  of  them,  much,  if  not  all,  of 
this  consequence  might  readily  be  obviated.  The  whole 
amount  need  not  be  thrown  nito  market  en  masse,  but 
successively  presented  in  broken  sum's.  With  his  pre- 
sent  view  of  the  fact  of  the  case,  Mr.  B.  said  he  could  iu>t 
and  would  not  say  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  ihe 
smallest  depression  taking  place,  and  he  certainly  was 
conscious  that,  if  there  should  be  any  fall  in  the  price, 
it  would,  at  the  utmost  be  very  small.  Bank  Stock  is  a 
commodity  in  market ;  and  there  is  one  principle  of  po- 
litical economy,  so  well  established  as  to  be  universally 
received  as  an  axiom  in  that  science,  that  the  price  of 
every  commodity,  (not  excepting  even  gold  and  bullion) 
is  regulated  in  all  cases  by  the  proportion  between  the 
supply  of,  and  the  demand  for  it.  There  may  occur  oc- 
casional fluctuations  and  irregularities  in  this  general  state 
of  things,  but  these,  like  the  alternating  vibrations  of  the 
pendulum,  still  tend  to  quiesce  in  the  centre.  Now  take 
this  universal  and  well  settled  principle  and  apply  it  to  the 
existing  situation  of  this  country-^to  the  stock  in  ques- 
tion— to  its  character— to  the  quantity  proposed  to  be 
sold,  and  to  the  demand  for  it. 

It  will  not  be  denied  by  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  a  state 
of  circumstances  nm^ht  be  conceived  to  exist,  in  which 
an  attempt  to  sell  this  amount  of  United  States'  Bank 
Slock,  would  be  productive  of  very  considerable  de- 
pression of  its  market  price.  But  the  question  now  to 
be  considered  by  the  House  is  not  what  might  happen 
under  a  given  posture  of  conceivable  circumstances,  but 
what  is  likely  to  happen  in  the  actually  exbting  state  of 


tilings.  The  only  ground  of  such  depression,  if  any, 
must  be  the  large  increase  of  supply,  while  the  same 
demand,  and  no  more,  continues  to  exist.  Such  a  state 
of  thingrg  would  impinge  upon  the  general  principle  I 
first  stated,  by  ahering  tlie  proporiion  between  demand 
and  supply.  But  no  such  state  of  things  will  exist, 
should  the  present  proposition  prevail :  for  tbei-e  is,  apd 
has  been,  for  these  three  years  past,  a  diminished  quan- 
tity of  Government  stock  to  be  sold,  and  an  increased 
amount  of  means  to  buy  it,  both  occasioned  by  one  and 
the  same  cause,  namely :  the  paying  off  of  large  por- 
tions of  the  public  debt  by  the  redemption  of  United 
States'  Stock. 

During  the  year  1825,  we  paid  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  more  than  seven  and  a  half  millions;  in 
1826,  more  than  seven  millions ;  and,  duJ-uig  the  present 
year,  1827,  we  shall  have  paid  more  than  six  and  a  half 
millions  more;  making,  in  all,  an  amount  of  twenty- 
one  and  about  a  quarter  milUions.  The  SccreUry  of  the 
Treasury,  however,  informs  us  in  his  report,  that  five 
millions  of  this  debt  has  been  paid  by  the  issue  of  a  new 
stock.  It  will  therefore  be  proper  to  deduct  this ;  and 
the  result  will  be,  that,  in  these  tliree  years,  there  have 
been  actually  paid  off  more  than  sixteen  milliens  of  the 
public  debt.  To  this  let  me  add,  that,  according  to  the 
statements  reUtive  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  funded  debt,  there  will  be  paid,  in  the 
year  1828,  seven  millions  more  ;  and  in  the  years  1829 
and  1830,  an  amount  even  beyond  this  (being  enlarged 
by  the  increased  activity  of  the  sinking  fund,  from  the 
circumstance  of  a  large  amount  now  devoted  to  interest 
becomuig  applicable  to  the  principal  of  tlie  debt.)  Reck- 
oning, then,  that,  during  the  years  1825,  6,  and  7,  six- 
teen millions  have  been  paid,  and  that,  in  1827,  8,  and  9, 
twenty-one  millions  more  will  luve  been  paid,  here  will 
have  been  an  amount  of  thirty-seven  millions  of  the  pub* 
lie  debt  of  the  United  States  paid  off  in  six  years. 

Have  any  violent  shocks  been  produced  by  this  ope- 
ration? Has  any  derangement  resulted  in  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  country  ?  Has  United  States'  stock 
fallen  ?  I  apprehend  not.  A^d  why  ?  For  the  reason 
I  have  stated,  and  which  I  now  apply  to  the  proposition 
befi>re  us,  and  from  which  very  extensive  consequences 
necessarily  follow,  going  lo  shew  ttiat  the  effect  of  tlic 
payment  of  very  large  amounts  of  the  public  debt  is  not 
to  diminish,  but  to  increase,  the  price  of  the  residue. 
When,  in  the  Britisli  Government,  tlicir  sinking  fund 
was  established,  in  the  year  1786,  it  was  held  necessary 
to  fix  a  maximum  for  its  operation,  lest  too  great  an 
amount  of  money  should  thereby  be  thrown  into  the 
market.  It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  shew,  that,  with  us  as 
with  them,  the  effect  of  paying  off  tiie  debt  produces 
an  abundance  of  money,  and  tlicrein  an  abundance  of 
the  means  of  purchasing  the  bank  stock  which  the  same 
operation  has  thrown  into  the  market.  While  the  for- 
mer owners  of  the  public  stock  have  in  their  hands  mo- 
ney which  seeks  investment,  the  sale  of  the  bank  stock 
will  furnish  an  admirable  mode  by  which  this  may  be 
accomplished.  Applying  the  principle  with  which  he 
set  out,  Mr.  B.  remarked,  that  it  would  be  apparent 
that,  if  any  depression  was  to  resulr,  it  Wi)uld  r:ither  be 
produced  by  paying  the  debt  in  money  than  by  ex- 
changing it  for  bank  stock.  By  redeeming  the  nation- 
al stock,  money,  whicli  was  before  s;ifcly  invested,  is 
thrown  into  the  market,  and  naturally  seeks  some  new 
employment.  Now,  I  propose,  said  Mr.  B.,  while  this 
is  done,  to  earry  into  the  market  an  equal  an.ount  of 
stock  in  which  that  money  may  be  invested  again.  Do 
gentlemen  apprehend  a  depression  in  the  price  of  stocky 
Why  ?  Because,  say  they,  there  will  be  too  Urge  an 
amount  of  it  for  the  money  which  is  prepared  to  be  in- 
vested in  it.  But  my  proposition,  to  its  whole  extent, 
goes  to  pay  off  so  mucli  of  the  public  debt,  and  thereby 
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to  furnish  the  means  of  parcbasing — in  addition  to 
which,  seven  millions  more  will  be  derived  next  year 
from  (he  operation  of  the  sinking  frind.  The  conclu- 
sion, from  a  view  of  these  facts,  would  seem  to  me  to  be, 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  a  depression  can  be 
produced  in  the  price  of  bank  stock  ^y  an  operation 
which,  while  it  exposes  that  stock  to  sale,  supplies,  at 
the  same  time,  the  means  and  the  inducement  for  pur- 
chasing it. 

1  do  not  mean  to  advocate  the  old,  ami  what  I  under- 
stand to  be  now  an  exploded  doctrine,  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt  is  an  addition  to  the  actual  funds 
of  the  nation.  The  effect  of  that  payment  is  only  to  let 
loose  so  much  capital  from  a  permanent  investment :  it 
creates  no  new  capital,  but  it  adds  to  the  amount  of  ca- 
pital seeking  investment.  Here,  then,  there  will  be  a 
combination  of  the  very  two  circumstances  which  ope- 
rate to  increase  the  price  of  commodity,  viz  :  increas- 
ed demand  and  diminished  supply — the  one  created  by 
paying  off  so  much  of  the  public  debt,  the  other  by  di- 
minishing so  much  of  the  public  funded  stock. 

Mr.  B.  here  presented  the  result  of  some  calculations 
which  he'  had  made,  with  a  view  to  show  how  far  facts 
went  to  jiAtify  the  principles  he  had  laid  down.  But, 
before  he  exhibited  them,  he  wished  to  premise,  that 
they  had  been  made  from  the  best  information  he  could 
obtain  ;  that  they  did  not  aim  at  mathematical  exactness, 
fractions,  and  even  small  sums  not  fractional,  having 
been  discarded.  (For  example,  he  had  taken  no  notice 
of  the  difference  resulting  from  the  receipts  of  dividends 
from  the  bank,  being  half  yearly,  while  the  payments  of 
interest  on  the  public  stocks  were  quarterly.)  His  ob- 
ject was  to  approximate  the  truth  in  its  great  outline, 
without  attending  to  its  minutest  parts.  He  would  first 
endeavor  to  shew  what  was  the  present  average  rate  of 
profit  on  capital  in  the  United  States.  The  3  per  cent. 
United  Slates'  stocks  are  at  this  time  selling  at  B7  per 
cent,  of  their  nominal  amount. 

Taking  them  at  87  per  cent.,  the  actual  annual  profit 
realized  by  the  purchaser,  was  about  3^  per  cent.  But 
as  this  description  of  stocks  were  redeemable  at  par 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  he  had  not  includ- 
ed them  in  the  statement  he  was  about  to  submit.  Of 
the  4^  per  cent,  redeemable  in  1829,  30,  31,  32,  33,  and 
34,  there  were,  he  understood,  but  one  kind  now  in 
market;  which  kind  it  was  he  cotild  not  say,  but  he 
presumed  that  soonest  redeemable.  The  5  per  cents, 
ranged  from  7  to  8  per  cent,  advance — he  would  take 
tlie  medium  at  7  j,  but  as  this  included  the  dividend  of 
(he  present  year,  that  amount  must  be  deducted,  which 
would  leave  them  at  6i.  He  that  purchased  this  stock 
ut  that  state,  would  receive  an  annual  income  of  about 
f  3  33  cents  on  every  $  100.  The  5  per  cent  stocks  of 
1831,  were  at  from  8^  to  9^  advance — he  would  take 
the  average,  9  per  cent. — he  who  laid  out  $  107  75  cents 
ill  this  stock,  would  receive  an  annual  interest  of  3} 
per  cent,  on  the  stock  until  its  redemption.  Mr.  B.  said, 
he  introduced  these  quotations  of  prices  to  shew  that 
other  slocks  than  bank  slock  now  yielded  an  average 
profit  of  from  ok  to  3i  per  cent.  only.  If  the  House  was 
surprised  at  tliis  low  rate  of  profit,  he  would  proceed  to 
show  why  the  investment  of  money  in  these  stocks  could 
be  aflbrded  by  the  capitalist.  He  had  been  told,  from 
tlie  highest  authorities,  and  among  others  from  that  of 
tlic  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  in 
his  celebrated  report  on  the  funded  debt,  tliat  any  slock 
which  was  well  and  securely  funded,  which  enjoyed'the 
public  confidence,  and  wWch  was  tiunsferrable,  became, 
in  a  grcHt  measure,  a  part  of  the  circulating  mediym  of 
the  country. 

In  England,  stock  of  this  description,  as  was  well 
known,  entered  largely  into  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  Kingdom ,  and,  in  this  country,  the  credit  of  our 


public  stock  being  high,  it  is,  in  general,  transferrable 
as  a  circulating  medium,  and  loans  on  the  security  can 
at  all  times  be  easily  effected.  Now,  if  a  capitalist  does 
not  invest  his  money  in  a  permanent  stock  of  some  kind, 
so  long  as  it  remains  idle  he  loses  the  interest  on  it  en- 
tirely :  but  if  he  invests  it  in  stock,  even  at  a  low  inler- 
teicst,  yet  he  is  receiving  something  for  it,  though 
the  profit  n<ay  be  but  moderate ;  and,  whenever  he 
wishes  to  make  use  of  it  for  business  or  speculation,  he 
lias  a  control  over  it  almost  as  efficient  and  certain  as  if 
it  were  on  deposit  in  one  of  the  banks.  Hence  arises 
such  a  state  of  things  that  the  capitalists  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  fact  proves,  find  it  to  their  interest  to  in- 
vest their  moaey  in  the  public  funds,  at  a  less  rate  of  in- 
terest than  that  money  might  command  by  other  invest- 
ments. 

If  he  was  accurate  in  the  result  to  which  he  had  ar- 
rived by  his  former  calculation,  Mr.  B.  said,  then  he  was 
prepared  to  show,  by  another  statement,  (which  he  of- 
feretl  with  the  same  explanation,  as  to  its  degree  of  cor- 
rectness, which  he  had  made  in  relation  to  the -former,) 
that  he  who  now  pays  the  market  price  for  stock  of  the 
United  Slates*  Bank,  would  receive  about  3i  per  cent, 
for  his  money,  during  the  period  of  time  which  would 
elapse  before  the  expiration  of  its  charter. 

Now,  Blr.  B.  said,  when  gentlemen  anticipated  so 
great  and  sudden  a  depreciation  in  Bank  Stock  from  of- 
Kring  a  large  amount  of  it  for  sale,  they  might  allay  their 
apprehensions  by  looking  at  the  profits  of  other  stock  in 
the  market.  Stockholders,  as  was  univensally  admitted, 
well  understood  what  was  for  their  own  interest,  and 
were  able  to  calculate  with  accuracy  what  would  be  the 
value  of  any  contemplated  investment  of  their  capital. 
But,  if  it  was  a  fact  that  in  other  kinds  of  stock  they  re- 
ceived a  profit  of  from  three  and  a  quarter  to  three  and  a 
half  per  cent,  (as  was  before  shewn)  it  now  appears  that 
they  would  receive  nearly  the  same  profit  upon  the 
purchase  of  United  States*  Bank  Stock,  at  its  present  ad- 
vance. 

I'he  existing  charter  of  the  U.  States*  Bank  extends 
to  the  year  1836.  The  stockholders  know  litis,  and  have, 
therefore,  precise  data  from  which  to  calculate  the  con- 
tinu^nce  of  their  investment  in  the  Stock,  and,  allowing 
the  present  rate  of  dividend  to  be  kept  up,  they  may  very 
accurately  estimate  the  value  of  their  investments.  Now, 
of  the  various  kinds  of  United  Stales'  Stock  there  is  not 
one  which  is  not  redeemable  before  the  year  1836  :soine 
kinds  are  to  be  redeemed  in  1829,  some,  in  1830,  and 
the  following  years,  the  maximum  being  1835.  The 
Bank  Stock  is  therefore  more  permanent  by  a  whole 
year  (and  a  fraction  longer)  than  any  of  the  other  Stock 
in  the  market ;  and,  I  need  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  remind  gen- 
tlemen that  the  holders  of  Stock,  whetlier  they  intend 
merely  to  live  on  the  annual  proceeds,  or  to  use  it  for  pur- 
poses f)f  business  or  speculation,  attach  the  greatest  value 
to  that  Stock  which  is  irredeemable  for  the  longest  time, 
and  to  the  rest  proportionably. 

The  longest  date  of  the  Stocks  created  to  pay  the  debt 
of  the  last  war  was  twelve  years. 

tHere  the  SPBAKRK  interferred,  and  reminded  the 
gentleman  that  the  hour  allotted  to  the  consideration  of 
resolutions  had  elapsed,  and  that  he  must  postpone  the 
residue  ef  his  speech  j  whereupon,  Mr.  McDUFFlRmov- 
ed  that  the  rule  on  that  subject  be  for  this  day  sus- 
pended. 

After  some  rcraarki  from  Mr.  BUKGES,  (which  were 
declared  not  to  be  in  order  on  this  motion)  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  rule  was  i^uspendcd  according- 

ly.] 

Mr.  BARBOUR  then  resumed,  and  recapitulated  the 

{)oints  of  his  argument,  having,  as  he  hoped,  satisfectori- 
y  shown  that  ne  depression  of  the  price  of  Bank  Stock 
was  to  be  feared,  because  tlie  payments  of  the  puhlio 
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debt  already  made,  and  shortly  to  be  made,  would  furn- 
ish a  fund  that  naturally  sought  investment/while  at  the 
same  time  the  amount  of  United  States'  Stock  was  there- 
by diminished  {  and  because  Bank  Stock,  even  at  its  pre- 
sent advance  gave  as  good  a  profit  as  any  other  Stock. 

Ue  had  thus  fitr  considerea  the  Stock  of  this  Bank  as 
stock  merely,  and  had  gone  on  the  presumption  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  was  certainly  to  expire  at  the  limit 
of  its  present  term,  in  1836.  But  this  was  by  no  means 
certain  :  on  the  contrary,  there  was  every  probability 
that  the  charter  would  be  renewed.  The  probabilities  of 
this  event  could  as  well  foe  judged  of  by  the  stockholders 
as  by  him,  and  probably  much  better.  Their  calculations 
of  that  probability  had  united  with  other  considerations 
to  produce  a  market  price  much  advanced  beyond  the 
nominal  value  of  the  Stock,  and  this  he  had  endeavored 
to  show  was  not  likelv  to  be  diminished. 

He  now  proceeded  to  inquire  if  any  other  evils  were 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  proposed  sale  }  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  moment  such  a  proposal  should  pass  the 
House,  aH  public  confidence  in  the  character  of  this 
stock  would  beat  an  end  ;  and  as  its  price  depends  on  the 
compound  considerations  of  its  security,  its  profitableness 
and  Its  hold  on  the  public  confidence,  if  this  last  should 
be  destroyed  or  greatly  shaken,  a  sudden  fall  in  the  price 
of  the  stock  must  inevitably  follow. 

But,  he  asked,  why  must  the  public  confidence  be  di- 
minished ?  The  charter  of  the  bank  would  still  remain  5 
(for  he  presumed  no  member  of  this  House  thought  of 
laying  so  much  as  a  finger  on  that  instrument.)  All  the 
funds  of  the  bank  would  continue,  its  debts  receivable 
would  continue;  the  profits  of  its  operations  would  remain 
untouched;  its  discounts  would  goon;  it  would  have  tho 
same  direction;  it  would  continue  to  be  the  depository  of  the 
funds  of  the  United  States,  (which  constituted  of  them- 
selves an  enormous  amount )  In  short,  not  one  of  its  cir- 
cumstances would  sustain  any  change  which  could  impair 
the  confidence  of  the  stockholders.  Why,  then,  must  it  be 
impaired  .'Suppose,  fur  ilUistration  sake  that  any  other  large 
stockholder  should  sell  out  his  stock;  suppose  a  canal  com- 
pany, for  instance,  or  any  other  wealthy  association,  chose 
to  part  with  their  stock  in  this  bank,  because  they  deemed 
itmost  for  their  interest  to  use  the  money  elsewhere,  would 
such  a  sale  affect  the  credit  of  the  stock  ^  Not  at  •'dl 
And  why  (bust  the  mere  &ct,  that,  in  the  present  case, 
the  seller  happened  to  be  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  produce  such  an  effect  ?  The  Government  also 
ceases  to  be  a  holder  of  stock — it  does  not  touch  the  char- 
ter  of  the  Bank — ^all  other  operations  of  the  Institution  go 
on  as  before — except  that  the  United  States  Government 
owtn^r  a  debt,  and  not  having  cash  funds  to  pay  it,  chooses 
to  part  with  some  portion  of  an  investment,  and  change  it 
for  another — it  exchanges  the  advantage  of  holding  of 
bank  stock,  for  that  of  paying  a  debt  it  owes.  So  long 
as  the  present  cliarter  continues,  all  the  remarks  founded 
on  its  continuance  apply.  Of  its  probable  renewal,  it  is 
perhaps  scarcely  proper  to  speak  in  this  place,  at  this 
time.  Yet  I  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  1  cannot 
conciur  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  GoRHAx)  in  his  opinion,  expressed  when  this  reso- 
lution was  introduced  a  few  duys  since,  that  the  stockhol- 
ders in  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  expect 
the  renewal  of  its  charter.  They,  like  others,  may  indeed 
calculate  the  prubabilities  of  such  an  event,  but,  in  the 
mean  while,  they  have  a  precise  period  fixed  by  the  char- 
ter  for  its  termination,  and  on  that  alone  they  have  a  right 
to  reckon.  For  myself,  if  I  were  to  speculate  on  the 
probabilities  of  the  renewal  of  the  present  charter  of  the 
United  States'  Bank,  I  should,  I  confess,  say  it  wa^  high- 
ly probable  it  will  be  renewed.  It  is  true,  I  did  not  vote 
for  the  charter,  and  personally,  I  should  vote  against  its 
renewal ;  but,  on  other  grounds  from  those  on  which  I 
should  act,  the  subject  assumes  a  very  different  aspect. 
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The  old  bank  was  indeed  suffered  to  expire  :  but,  in  a 
\eTy  few  years,  public  opinion  called  decidedly  for  its 
renewal ;  and,  if  we  may  conjecture  the  future  from  know- 
ing and  remembering  the  past,  it  appears  probable  that 
the  same  views  which  resulted  in  the  present  charter, 
will  prevail  for  iU  renewal.  The  prominent  considerations 
urged  by  gentlemen  in  its  favor,  were,  so  far  as  I  recol- 
lect, the  effect  of  the  bank  in  equalizing  exchanges  ;  in 
keeping  up  a  currency  at  par  value  ;  in  transferring  with^ 
facility,  balances  from  one  part  of  the  United  States  t  o 
another,  and  in  its  furnishing  a  safe  depository  for  the 
funds  of  the  Government.  These  reasons  will  probably  be 
as  operative  in  1836,  as  they  were  when  the  present  char- 
ter was  granted. 

A  fiirther  objection  to  the  proposition  I  have  submitted 
was  the  consideration  that  it  would  be  wrong  in  itself, 
and  in  the  ^y^z  of  the  American  People,  that  Govern- 
ment should  continue  its  control  over  an  institution 
whictr,  in  that  case,  would  be  private  property.  And 
certainly,  were  it  true  that  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
as  soon  as  the  Government  should  sell  out  its  stock  there- 
in, would  become  merely  private  property,  there  would 
be  much  strength  in  this  objection.  But,  will  it  not  be 
remembered  that  the  paper  of  this  bank  comes  to  a  vast 
extent,  instead  of  the  previous  Circulating;' medium  of  the 
country  }  That  its  paper  displaces  specie,  and  transfers 
it  to  the  vaulls  of  the  Bank  >  While  this  is  the  case,  can 
it  be  said  that  the  country  has  no  interest  in  that  bank, 
and  ought  to  have  no  concern  with  it  ?  The  whole  funds 
of  the  United  States  are  there  deposited  :  can  it  be  possi- 
ble that  the  Government  has  no  concern  in  a  bank  that 
holds  its  whole  moneyed  capital  >  What  if  the  Govern- 
ment does  sell  out  its  stock,  has  it  not  still  ^ye  Directors 
out  of  the  twenty-five,  who  manage  its  concerns?  And 
ought  it  not  to  have  them  ?  It  has  the  privilege  of  know- 
ing and  examining  the  state  of  the  bank's  afliairs.  Is  not 
this  just  and  right  ?  seeing  that  all  its  funds  are  deposited 
there  >  Suppose  the  bank  should,  from  any  pressure  of 
circumstances,  be  induced  to  violate  its  charter ;  the  case 
is  provided  sgainst :  but  how  ?  Is  the  violation  to  be 
judged  of  here,  or  in  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature  ? 
No.  It  is  to  be  declared  by  the  Judiciary  :  it  is  there  that 
the  facts  are  to  be  judged,  and  the  declaration  made.  It 
is  not,  then,  a  true  proposition,  that  the  Government  will 
retain  its  control  over  a  mere  private  institution. 

These  considerations,  however,  are  urged  merely  as  a 
collateral  and  auxiliary  part  of  the  subject.  My  great  view 
and  main  argument  has  respect  to  the  pecuniary  advan> 
tage  to  be  pained  by  the  measure  1  propose.  But  there 
are  other  views  of  it.  I  have  already  said,  on  a  former 
occasion,  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  proper  that  Gov- 
ernment should  be  a  stockholder  in  the  bank,  and  tliat, 
by  the  very  fact  of  being  so,  it  is  exposed  to  the  influence 
of  interested  motives.  Let  me,  for  a  moment,  illustrate 
this  position.  By  the  present  charter  of  the  bank,  the 
interest  receivable  by  the  institution  is  limited  to  6  per 
cent.  When  I  look  into  futurity,  I  can  suppose  that  a 
proposition  shall  be  made  to  Congress  to  increase  this 
rate  of  interest ;  and  can  it  not  well  be  imagined,  that  men 
of  the  purest  integrity,  then  in  this  House,  may,  insensi- 
bly, and  without  their  own  knowledge*,  be,  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  influenced  by  a  calculation  on  tlie  receipt 
of  this  rate  of  interest  ?  Let  me  suppose  another  case,  and 
such  an  one  as  has  actually  happened  elsewhere.  It  is 
admitted,  that  paper,  in  order  to  constitute  a  sound  cur- 
rency, should  at  all  times.be  convertible  into  specie.  Now 
suppose  a  state  of  great  publi :  difliiculty,  and,  in  this  em- 
ergency the  bank  steps  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, miglit  not  government  in  such  a  case,  be  induc- 
ed, by  aregard  to  its  own  inteest,  to  passan  act  suspend- 
ing specie  payments  ? 

During  the  last  war,  th(  re  were  banks  in  this  co\intry 
who  were  compelled,  by  the  pressure  of  the  timos,  to 
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suspend  their  own  specie  payments,  and  what  was  the 
consequence }  Sucn  an  enormous  and  overwhelming 
issue  of  paper  was  poured  out  on  the  community,  that  the 
value  oi  all  kinds  of  property  was  deranged,  and  conse- 
quences of  the  most  distressmg  and  ruinous  character  ne- 
cessarily ensued.  The  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
estimated,  I  think  the  total  amount  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, at  one  time,  at  the  enormous  sum  of  one  hundred 
>nd  fifteen  roiUions  of  dollars,  and  this  vast  amount  was, 
in  the  course  of  four  years,  reduced  down  to  forty-five  mil- 
lions ;  the  contracts  and  speculations  of  the  former  years 
were  swept  away  by  the  retiring  ebb,  and  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  were  brought  to  utter  ruin  by  tlie  change. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  the  same  kind  hkppened  in 
England.  In  the  year  1797,  Parliament  authorized  the 
Bank  of  England  to  suspend  specie  payments — they 
were  induced  to  adopt  this  measure,  because  the  Govern- 
ment needed  the  funds  of  the  Bank  to  subsidize  their 
Continental  Allies  in  the  great  struggle  which  ihen  con- 
vulsed Europe.  But  while  the  Bank  was  compelled  to 
pay  specie  for  its  notes,  this  could  not  be  accomplished. 
The  act  was  then  passed.  But  no  sooner  was  the  Bank 
released  from  the  necessity  of  paying  in  gold  and  silver, 
than  its  paper  suffered  a  depreciation  of  from  15  to  20, 
and,  I  am  even  told  by  a  gentleman  near  me,  (and  who 
is  more  versed  in  these  matters  than  I  pretend  to  be)  to 
33^  per  cent.  I  mention  these  matters  as  having  only  a 
collateral  bearing  on  the  subject— but  they  tend  to  show 
the  danger  of  placing  the  Government  under  temptation 
.to  a  measure  thus  fraught  with  evil.  I  am  therefore  fixed 
in  the  opinion  that  the  Government  ought  not  to  continue 
to  be  a  Stockholder  in  this  Bank;  but  I  think  I  have 
shown  that  the  People  would  have  no  just  reason  to  com- 
plain that  Government  should,  notwithstanding,  retain 
its  present  measure  of  control  over  the  institution. 

This,  however,  is  a  subordinate  consideration.  My 
main  argument  rests,  as  I  before  observed,  on  the  pecu- 
niary advantage  to  be  realized  by  the  sale  of  the  Stock. 
No  member  on  this  floor  calculates,  I  presume,  to  im- 
pede the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  yet  that  fund 
will  throw  into  the  Stock  market  seven  millions  of  money 
the  next  year,  and  this  will  produce  far  more  injury  than 
throwing  into  the  market  the  same  amount  of  Bank  Stock. 
But,  while  the  redemption  of  the  debt  will  throw  so  large 
a  sum  afloat,  the  sale  of  the  i3ank  Stock  owned  by  the  U. 
States  will  meet  and  absorb  it. 

•  ^Such  are  the  general  views  by  which  I  have  been  in- 
fluenced to  offer  tlie  present  resolution.  lam  well  aware 
that  difference  of  sentiment  exists  upon  the  subject, 
among  gentlemen  for  whose  talents  I  have*the  highest 
respect.  They  will  no  doubt  bring  forward  their  views 
and  sitpport  them  vith  their  accustomed  ability.  I  shall 
hear  them  with  the  deepest  attention  \  and  now  beg  leave 
to  conclude,  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  House  will 
pass  on  this  measure  in  its  present  stage,  as  deeming  its 
present  decision,  in  effect,  to  be  final. 

Mr.  BARNEY  next  rose.  He  said,  that,  emulating  the 
example  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  would  take 
occassion  at  the  threshold  of  this  discussion  to  disclaim 
the  influence  of  all  party  considerations.  The  only  ban- 
ner he  was  prepared  to  rally  under,  was  that  of  his  coun- 
try, whose  best  interests  he  considere<l  deeply  involved 
in  tlie  decision  tliat  shall  be  had  on  this  importai\t  ques- 
tion— tlie  agitation  of  which  bad  already  created  a  strong 
sensation,  much  increased  b^  the  high  reputation  of  the 
honorable  mover,  who,  distinguished  as  a  politician,  oc 
cupied  a  large  space  in  public  esteem;  and  the  ingenious, 
eloquent,  and  imposing  argument  he  had  just  addressed 
to  the  House,  could  not  fail  to  increase  its  effect.  When 
it  is  recollected  that  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion affects  an  Institution,  whose  capital  of  tbirty-ftve  mil- 
lions of  dollars  is  used  as  a  circulating  medium  nmong  the 
respective  states,  and  between  these  U.  States  and  FcJrcign 


Countries,  it  cannot  create  surprise  that  an  universal  panic 
should  pervade  our  commercial  cities :  for,  until  this  ques- 
tion is  decided,  United  Slates'  Bank  Stock  is  valueless  as 
a  means  of  remittance,  more  especially  to  Great  Britain, 
where  as  exchange  fluctuates,  large  portions  of  it  are  fre- 
quently transferred.  The  argument,  based  on  the  sup- 
posed profit  to  be  realized  by  this  sale,  will  be  found  to 
resemble  statues  of  marble  resting  on  pedestals  of  ice — 
the  moment  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Government  has 
dissolved  its  connexion  with  this  National  Institution,  by 
the  transfer  of  its  stock,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  what 
amount  of  capital  may  be  set  afloat  by  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt — that  confidence  which  we  shall  have 
withdrawn  from  it,  wdl  pervade  all  money  lenders,  and, 
before  a  sale  of  one  share  can  be  efl!*ected,  the  market 
price  will  full  to  par.  The  honorable  mover  of  this  reso- 
lution frankly  avows,  that  he  was  originally  opposed  to 
the  charter,  and  that  he  still  continues  nostUe  to  its  rencw^- 
al  i  if  his  proposition  is  adopted,  will  it  not  be  fairly  infer- 
red, that  the  policy  which  dictated  the  sale  of  the  Stock, 
is  to  be  maintained  by  a  refusal  to  renew  the  Charter, 
and,  consequently,  the  value  which  the  Stock  in  the  mar- 
ket derived  from  an  impression  that  the  Government, 
having  an  interest  in  its  prosperity,  will  be  fiivorable  toa 
prolongation  of  its  existence,  ceases  the  moment  that 
sale  is  decided  on.  It  is  asserted  that,  at  the  present  sel- 
ling  price  of  Stocks,  money  really  produces  but  3  J  per 
cent  per  annum  ;  admit  this  position  and  then  United 
States'  Bank  Stock,  producing  6  per  cent,  on  its  cost  of 
^100,  ought  not  to  be  sold  under  J180  per  share.  Mr.  B's 
impressions  were,  that  as  it  is  desirable  to  pay  off,  forth- 
with, the  loans  paying  6  per  cent,  intei-est,  the  amount 
consequently,  can  readily  be  obtained  at  4^  per  cent. 
As  the  Bank  divides  6  per  cent.,  a  sale  of  its  Stock  under 
1^133^  per  share,  would  be  so  nmch  lost  in  its  real  value. 
Mr.  B.  here  asked  if  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  requir- 
ed any  extraordinary'  effort  to  pay  off  tlic  National  Debt, 
the  amount  of  which  was  nomirally  67  millions,  in  reality 
but  47  ?  For  this  identical  7  millions  of  Bank  Stock, 
which  we  hold  in  exchange  for  7  millions  5  per  cents,  is- 
sued to  the  Bank,  is  a  set  off  against  that  portion  of  the 
debt.  And  13  millions  3  per  cents,  (which  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, was  it  probable  the  Government  would  pay 
off,  while  a  single  Internal  Impiovement  remained  unex- 
ecuted, or  anv  taxes  were  levied  upon  the  People,) 
there  remains  but  47  millions  to  be  discharged,  which,  by 
the  regular  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  would  be  ex- 
tinguished in  less  than  seven  years  ^  and,  it  is  not  desira- 
ble to  the  creditors  of  the  Nation,  or  to  the  Nation  itself, 
that  it  should  be  paid  off  more  rapidly. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  coincide  in  the  opinion,  that  contin- 
uing to  hold  thj^  stock  could  have  any  influence  in  in- 
creasing the  rate  of  interest  by  legislat'ive  enactment.  Aa 
individuals,  a  large  portion  of  the  members  composing 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  bad  occasion  to  be- 
come borrowera  of  money,  hence  they  could  have 
no  inducement  to  raise  the  rate  of  interest;  as  politicians, 
they  could  not  be  so  short  sighted  as  not  to  foresee,  that, 
in  a  Government  constitute.d  like  ours,  the  moment  the. 
national  debt  was  extinguished,  the  duty  on  imports, 
which  constituted  the  revenue  of  the  country,  would  be 
so  much  reduced  as  merely  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
of  the  nation,  consequently  the  slightest  speck  of  war  m 
the  political  horizon  would  require  increased  expendi- 
tures, whidi  cuuld  only  be  met  by  temporary  loans,  when 
we  must  ag^in  become  payei-s  of  interest,  the  increase  of 
which  would  react  on  ourselves.  He  must  confess  this 
argument  had  no  weight  with  him. 

Mr.  B.  remaiked,  that  it  might   not  be  deemed  irrele- 
vant to  recur  to  the  financial  situation  of  the  country  at 
1'  the  time  this  Institution  was  called  into  existence-  An  ir- 
redeemable paper  currency  flooded  the  Union,  circulat- 
ing within  a  few  miles  only  of  the  bank  which  issued  it. 
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and  valueless  for  any  purpose  of  exchange  beyond  the 
limits  of  Ihe  State  which  authorized  it.  Jf  the  Tr.asury 
required  any  portion  of  the  revenues  collected  South  of 
the  Delaware  to  meet  its  expenditures  in  the  Eastern 
Stat|?8,  they  had  to  encounter  a  premium  of  twenty  per 
cent,  which,  at  one  period,  was  the  actual  rate  of  ex- 
change between  Baltimore  and  Bostjon. 

What  are  the  beneficial  changes  which  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  establishment  of  this  ^eat  Yiational  institu- 
tion ?  Your  currency,  no  longer  tamted  with  suspicion, 
circulates  freely  throughout  this  wide  extended  empire;  a 
specie  basis  regulates  this  prominent  feature  of  commercial 
intercourse,ana  all  balances  of  public  and  private  funds  are 
transferred  from  Florida  to  Maine  without  expense  or  risk. 
One  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  re- 
ceived into  the  public  Treasury  as  a  bonus  for  a  charter. 
At  least  one  million  will  be  gained  by  the  difference  be- 
tween the  dividends  on  Bank  stock  held  by  the  United 
States  and  the  five  per  cent,  stock  issued  to  the  Bank. 

Should  the  average  dividends  be  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num for  the  term  of  its  charter,  it  will  amount  to  one 
million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  }  but  four  hundred 
thousand  is  deducted  as  a  large  allowance  for  contingen- 
cies. The  saving  of  salaries  and  expenses  of  twenty-four 
loan  offices  in  the  respective  States,  whose  duties  are 
now  gratuitously  disclmrged  by  the  Bank,  will,  in  twenty 
years,  amount  to  a  little  short  of  another  million,  thus  ex- 
hibiting the  enormous  sum  of  three  millions  and  a  half  of 
doHars,  clear  gain  to  tiie  Union,  during  the  continuation 
of  the  present  chaKer.  Does  not  the  goose  lay  golden 
eggs  fast  enough,  that  we  are  thus  invoked  to  do  a  deed, 
which,  if  it  shall  not  jeopard  her  existence,  must,  by  in- 
fusing doubts  and  mistrust  abroad  and  at  home,  material- 
ly circumscribe  the  sphere  of  her  usefulness. 

Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  remarking,  that  he  'considered 
this  institution  as  entitled  to  the  fostering  care  and  pa- 
ternal protection  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  na- 
tion. France,  England,  and  other  commercial  countries, 
had  found  it  indispensable  to  cherish  and  protect  a  sys- 
tem which  fixed  the  circulating  medium  on  a  firm  basis  ; 
and,  although  we  should  even  realize  the  profit  of  six- 
teen hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  the  induce- 
ment held  out>by  the  calculations  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, he  would  esteem  it  a  slight  equivalent  for  the  loss  of 
national  reputation  we  should  susCiin  by  presenting  our- 
selves to  the  world  as  a  Congress  of  stock-jobbers,  anxious 
to  avail  ourselves  of  any  rise  in  the  shares  of  our  national 
Bank,  which  the  dictates  of  sound  policy  had  called  into 
existence,  and  which,  in  his  judgment,  ought  to  be  perpe- 
tuated. Aware  of  the  importance  of  an  early  decision  of 
this  momentous  question,  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  forbear 
intruding  any  further  i*e marks  on  the  attention  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BAttBOUR,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  direct  deci- 
sion upon  the  principle  involved,  now  modified  his  reso- 
lution so  as  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  report  a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  owned  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  for  his  fairness,  in  proposing  this  modification. 
He  thought,  with  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him, 
that  it  was  important  the  question  should  be  decided  on 
its  merits,  and  all-important  that  it  should  be  decided  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  thought  that,  in  a  fiscal  view  of 
the  question,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  laying 
down  ills  premises,  had  overlooked  the  well  established 
principle,  that,  even  in  individual  competition,  where  a 
market  is  more  than  supplied  with  any  given  commodity, 
the  price  of  that  commodity  always  falls  in  proportion  to 
the  excels  of  the  supply.  He  had  clearly  shown  that 
there  existed  a  surplus  capital  in  the  United  Slates,  from 
the  Government  having  paid  ofisixteenmiUions  of  the  pub- 


lie  debt.  This  very  surplus  of  money  in  market,  Mr.  McD. 
argued,  entered  into  the  price  of  the  stock.  If,  on  tl\e 
contrary,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  cash  in  the  market,  the 
stock  would  not  bring  its  par  value.  As  to  the  fact  de- 
monstrated by  the  gentleman's  calculations,  that  the  real 
value  of  money  in  the  United  States  is  at  present  not 
more  than  three  and  a  half  per  cent.?  it  had  no  bearing 
at  all  on  the  present  question.  Whenever  the  Govern- 
ment comes  into  the  market,  all  the  principles  resulting^ 
from  the  relative  state  of  demand  and  supply,  operate 
with  tenfold  power.  The  Government  is  a  xxuimmotU 
seller,  or  a  mammoth  buyer.  When  the  Government 
comes  into  market  as  a  buyer,  it  raises  the  price  of  stock 
beyond  all  proportion,  as,  when  it  comes  in  as  a  seller,  it 
depresses  it  beyond  proportion.  It  was  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, that,  though  money  be  actually  worth,  as  the  gen- 
tleman says,  only  three  and  a  half  per  cent.,  the  Govern- 
ment  when  it  passed  a  law  to  exchange  its  six  per  cent, 
stock  for  a  stock  of  five  per  cent.,  irredeemable  at  a  later 
period,  could  not  get  it ;  whilst,  if  the  Government  were 
to  go  into  market  and  borrow,  to-morrow,  the  whole  six- 
tten  millions  it  has  paid  oflT,  the  stock  it  would  issue, 
would,  in  two  days  time,  be  at  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  ad- 
vance. 

Mr.  McD.  said  that  it  was,  therefore,  always  to  be  re- 
gretted that  Government  should  come  into  market,  be- 
cause its  presence  there  involuntarily  produced  a  great 
effect  upon  the  market  in  every  way. 

Mr.  McD.  then  made  some  statements  to  show  that  re- 
fined arithmetical  calculations  were  not  proper  data  in  all 
cases  to  legisLite  upon.  He  presumed  that  it  would  be 
admitted,  as  a  general  proposition,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  certainly  worth  as  much  to 
Government  as  it  is  to  individuals.  To  the  latter,  its  va- 
lue, regulated  upon  principles  which  cannot  err,  is  now 
twenty-three  per  cent,  above  par.  If  it  is  of  that  value 
to  individuals,  it  is,  upon  the  same  principle,  of  the  same 
value  to  Government.  Why  ?  The  Government  receives 
six  per  cent,  interest  upon  the  stock  In  the  Bank,  whilst 
it  pays  only  five  per  cent,  on  the  same  amount  of  its  own 
stock.  The  difference,  therefore,  is  one  per  cent.,  or, 
on  the  whole  amount.of  its  interest  in  the  Bank,  seventy 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  clear  profit,besides  its  interest 
in  the  baUnce,which  the  Bank  always  reserves  to  meet  con- 
tingencies. If,  tlien,  you  sell  your  btock  in  the  Bank,  sup- 
posing you  can  sell  it  at  the  present  market  price,  you 
make»  according  to  the  gentleman's  calculation,  a  present 
gain  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dullars,whilstyou 
annihilate  a  capital  which  will  produce,  to  the  end  of  time, 
if  the  Bank  continues  to  exist,  a  revenue  of  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  But,  so  far  from  being  able  to  dispose 
of  the  stock  at  the  present  advanced  price  in  the  market, 
.Mr.  McD.  believed,  that,  if  this  resolution  were  now  to 
pass,  the  stock  of  the  Bank  would  be  at  once  reduced  to 
par,  in  the  market,upon  mere  pecuniary  calculations:  And 
why  ?  Mr.  McD.  here  entered  into  calculations  to  shew 
the  effect,  upon  the  value  of  the  stock,  from  any  intima- 
tion of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  re- 
strict its  existence  to  the  duration  of  its  present  charter, 
and  traced  its  present  high  price  in  the  market  to  the  ge- 
neral confidence  that  the  charter  would  be  continued. 
The  effect  of  bringing  the  Government  shares  into  mar- 
ket, Mr.  McD,  resumed,  would  be  to  reduce  the  price  of 
the  stock  to  par,  if  not  below  par.  What,  tlien,  would 
be  the  effect  of  this  measure  } 

We  sell  our  stock  at  par,  said  he  :  do  we  enable  our- 
selves, by  doing  so,  to  pay  off,  as  the  gentleman  supposes, 
any  portion  of  the  natio.nal  debt  ?  No  :  for  the  seven  mil- 
lions we  should  receive  for  our  Bank  stock  would  only  go 
to  pay  to  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  States  the  seven  millions 
we  owe  for  that  stock.  The  only  operation  which  would 
really  and  effectually  extinguish  any  portion  of  the  debt 
ofthe  United  States,  would  be  a  sale  at  the  profit  of  uns 
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million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  the  gentle- 
man calculates  upon,  under  the  erroneous  notion  that  so 
large  a  portion  of  stock  would  command  the  present 
market  price.  But,  if  we  sell  the  stock  at  its  par  va- 
lue, as  Mr.  McD.  had  assumed  that  we  should  do  if  we 
sell  at  all,  then,  instead  of  gaining  the  sum  calculated,  we 
should  acfhally  lose  the  identical  sum  of  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  For  the  gentleman  had  him- 
self shown  that  the  stock  was  now  worth  twenW-three  per 
cent,  above  par :  and  if  it  were  so  disposed  of  as  to  yield 
only  its  value  at  par,  tl)e  difference  would  certainly  be 
lost  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McD.  said  he  should  not  pretend  to  follow  the  ho- 
norable rr ember  in  his  most  ingenious  argument,  or  in 
hiscalcuLtions.  But  he  would  now  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  fact,  by  which  it  would  appear  that  all 
parts  of  the  United  Slates  were  interested  in  this  matter. 
it  was  a  fact,  of  which  he  was  apprised  from  various,  and 
from  the  veiy  highest  sources,  that  at  this  time  the  stock 
of  the  United  States  Bank  constitutes  the  medium  by 
which  the  balance  against  the  United  States  in  our  trade 
with  Great  Britain,  to  a  great  extent,  is  discharged,  and 
the  necessity  of  paying  that  balance  in  specie  averted. 
l¥hat,  he  asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  destroying  the 
confidence  of  the  foreign  creditor  in  the  value  of  this 
stock  ?  No  gentleman,  at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
would  deny  that  tlie  bare  knowledge  of  the  passage  of 
such  a  resolution  as  this,  would  knock  down,  to  a  point 
much  below  par,  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  countries.  What,  then,  would  be  the 
consequence  ?  Instead  of  using  this  stock  for  remittances, 
the  balances  due  to  the  merchants  of  Europe  must  be  re- 
mitted in  specie.  This  specie  must  be  paid  from  the 
vaults  of  the  Bank.  A  run  upon  the  Bank  would  inevi- 
tably ensue  for  millions  upon  millions.  What  would  be 
the  result }  Every  gentleman  who  knows  the  usual  pro- 
portion between  the  paper  of  a  Bank  in  circulation  and 
the  specie  in  its  vaults,  must  know  that  there  is  no  Bank 
capable  of  meeting  a  run  of  this  kind.  The  Bank  thus 
run  upon  must  curtail  its  discounts ;  its  paper  must  be 
called  in,  its  debtors  distressed.  Who  are,  in  this  case, 
the  debtors  of  the  Bank  thus  obliged  to  call  upon  them  ? 
The  State  Banks  !  There  is  hardly  one  of  them  in  the 
United  Slates  that  is  not  completely  in  the  power  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  has  not  received 
from  that  institution  (notwithstanding  all  the  complaints 
against  it)  as  much  indulgence  as  that  Bank  can  possibly 
extend.  The  local  Banks  will  then  have  to  press  upon 
their  debtors,  and  a  general  concussion  and  pressure  will 
be  produced  all  over  the  country. 

A  single  fact  would  shew  the  effect  of  the  passage  of 
such  a  resolution  as  this.  Supposing  it  would,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  would,  at  once  depress  the  stock  to  a  par  price 
in  the  market,  that  operation  alone  would  be  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  property  of  those  who  hold  stock  in  thie  Bank 
to  the  amount  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  beuig 
the  amount  of  the  present  premium  upon  the  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  the  stock  held  by  individuals.  A  Go- 
vernment possessing  the  power  to  produce  such  sudden 
and  injurious  changes  in  the  value  of  property,  ought  to 
be  exceedingly  cautious  in  the  use  of  such  power.  If 
any  great  public  object  required,  and  duty  called  upon 
liini,  Mr.  McD.  said,  let  the  injury  fall  where  it  might, 
he  would  discharge  his  duty.  But  he  was  happy  to  hear 
the  gentleman  himself,  who  had  voted  against  chartering 
the  Bank,  8a3',  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  char- 
ter being  renewed.  He  believed  it  to  be  the  solemn 
duty  of  every  statesman  to  impress  upon  the  public  that 
this  institution  is  the  only  instrument,  by  means  of  which 
Congress  can  exercise  the  power  of  reguUting  the  cur- 
rency of  the  Union— by  which  it  can  prevent  excessive 
issucK  of  paper  by  the  loc;il  Banks,  so  destructive,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  himself  intimated,  to  the  in- 


terests of  the  country.  Without  this  instrument.  Con- 
gress has  not  the  means,  thougli  it  is  invested  by  the 
Constitution  with  the  power,  to  g^ard  againbt  this  evil. 
If  you  destroy  this  instrument,  the  value  of  every  des- 
cription of  property  will  depend  upon  the  greater  or  leas 
discretion  with  which  the  numeroiu  banking  institutions 
of  the  country  may  regulate  their  issues  of  paper.  He 
would  not  sttempt  to  present  the  various  views  which 
urged  the  maintenance  of  tlie  Bank  of  tlte  United  States, 
and  had  originally  led  to  its  establishment.  Such,  and 
and  so  important  were  they,  that,  of  thoae  who  still 
thought  it  unconstitutional,  when  the  bill  for  establidiing 
it  was  on  its  passage,  some,  convinced  of  its  necessity, 
voted  for  it,  and  others  left  the  House,  that  they  mij^ht 
not  be  obliged  to  vote  against  its  passage.  An  institu- 
tion so  important  as  this,  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to 
the  fluctuations  of  party  $  and  be  did  hope  that  gentle- 
men might  be  allowed  freely  to  express  their  views  on  a 
subject'of  so  great  consequence,  without  being  subjected 
to  the  suspicion  of  improper  motives. 

Mr.  McD.  said  he  felt  himself  here  obliged  to  advert 
to  the  notice  which  had  been  taken  ebewhere  of  the  oc- 
currences in  the  House  in  reference  to  this  subject.  The 
other  morning,  said  he,  as  I  stepped  into  the  House,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  said,  as  I  passed  him,  that  be 
had  a  resolution,  which  he  intended  to  present  to  the 
House,  touching  the  finances^  upon  which  he  proposed 
to  offer  some  remarks,  to  which  he  invited  my  attention. 
Not  dreaming  that  the  gentleman  proposed  to  raise  any 
such  question  as  that  embraced  in  this  resolution,  and 
being  at  some  distance  from  him,  I  Ihdistinctly  heard  hla 
remarks,  and  rose  immediately  to  present  briefly  the  re- 
sult to  which  my  reflections  instantly  brought  roe  on  the 
subject.  A  very  few  days  afterwards,  never  having  ex- 
changed ideas  on  the  subject  with  any  one,  previous  to 
its  sgitation,  I  saw  my  course  on  that  occasion  ascribed  to 
the  base  and  unprincipled  motive  of  having  first  agreed 
to  cooperate  in  the  object,  and  then,  finding  the  senti- 
ment of  the  House  to  be  against  the  proposition,  of  rising 
to  break  its  effect.  One  word  now  said  on  this  subject 
may  save  man^  more.  I  came  here  with  the  intention  of 
doing  the  busmess  of  the  nation,- and  doing  it  speedily  i 
and,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  me,  and  God  gives  me 
strength,  it  shall  go  on,  and  speeddy.  But  if  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Administration  at  the  Seat  of  Government  are 
sanctioned  in  a  course  which  will  give  to  any  measure,  of 
whatever  nature,  a  party  complexion,  the  consequences 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  injurious.  I  think  it  proper  to 
express  my  deep  indignation,  before  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  against  this  forcing  of  public  men,  whe- 
ther they  will  or  not,  to  imbue  all  public  concerns  with 
the  bitterness  of  party.  Mr.  McD.  added,  tliat  he  had 
exchanged  sentiments  on  this  subject  with  very  fmw  in- 
dividuals ;  but  he  ventured  to  say,  that  the  vote  on  this 
resolution  would  not  be  a  party  vote.  Every  member 
will  vote  upon  it  on  his  honest  impressions,  which  he  will 
not  suffer  to  be  aflected  by  his  relations  to  any  party. 

Mr.  McD.  concluded  by  expre^tsing  the-bope,  tliat,  on 
all  sides,  so  far  as  the  Journals  around  them  were  under 
the  control  of  any  party,  they  would  be  prevailed  upon 
to  permit  this  Congress  to  go  on  with  the  transaction  of 
the  public  business,  without  imputing  political  motives  to 
measures  having  no  such  origin. 

Mr.  TAYLOIt,  of  New- York,  afler  an  observation  on 
the  importance  of  this  question,  demanded  that  it  be  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays.  The  demand  being  sustained 
by  the  House,  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  then  rose,  and  expressed  great  rekic- 
tance  to  trouble  the  House,  which  he  should  not  have 
done,  had  a  few  of  the  objections  to  the  proposed  mea- 
sure, which  he  considered  of  the  most  weight,  been  ad- 
vanced  by  either  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  hioi. 
He  ai^reed  that  the  question  was  one  of  great  importance. 
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ami  that  it  should  ba  speedily  disposed  of.  The  argu- 
ments of  the  honorable  mover  of  the  resolution  were  cer- 
tainly very  ingenious  ;  but  he  had  not  adverted  to  what 
he  thought  ought  to  be  the  primary  consideration  in  a 
discussion  of  tlus  nature,  and  one  whicli  was  of  much 
greater  consequence  than  any  consideration  merely  pe- 
cuniary. 

The  first  question  to  be  settled,  was,  whether  or  no 
the  proposed  scheme  would  redound-  to  tlie  pecuniary 
advantage  of  the  United  States  >  That  it  would  do  so, 
constituted,  in  point  of  fact,  the  only  argument  of  the 
mover  {  and,  if  such  were  the  case,  and  there  existed  no 
countervailing  objection,  the  measure  should  doubtless 
be  adopted.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  appear 
that  the  plan  waa  attended  with  no  pecuniary  advantage 
whatever,  then,  the  honorable  member  himself  would 
confess  that  it  ought  to  be  rejected.  The  gentleman 
had  made  some  caJculations  of  profit,  which  seemed  to 
him,  to  be  sure,  very  plain  «  but  it  would  be  found,  on 
examination,  that,  instead  of  profit,  the  reverse  would 
ensue.  The  present  value  of  money  is  four  ]>er  cent. 
The  Government  can  obtain  whatever  amount  it  wants, 
at  this  rate  of  interest.  He  did  not  rely  upon  the  fact 
that  Government  could  get  money  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
others  i  but  Canal  Companies  bad  actually  issued  stock 
at  4^  per  centum,  and  the  premium  on  that  Stock  re- 
duced the  real  interest  to  4  per  centum.  This,  then, 
he  assumed  as  the  interest  at  which  money  could  be  bor- 
rowed, where  the  security  was  good.  Now,  if  the  Go- 
vernment received,  at  this  period,  six  per  cent,  on  its 
stock  ill  the  Bank,  it  got  an  mterest  exceeding  the  com- 
mon rate  by  precisely  50  per  cent.  Any  other  invest 
mcnt  of  its  funds  would  bring  only  four  per  cent.  This 
brings  six,  so  that  the  Government  gets  the  common  in- 
terest of  money  on  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for 
eveiy  hundred  dollars  it  has  invested  in  this  stock.  By 
selling,  the  Government  would  lose  the  difference  be- 
tween twenty.three  dollars  and  fifty  dolbirs  on  every 
hundred,  supposing  the  stock  to  remain  ai  its  present 
advance,  so  that,  admitting  the  public  faith  not  to  be  at 
all  shaken  by  the  sale,  still  a  greater  benefit  would  be 
realized  by  continuing  to  hold  it.  But  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  a  very  great  depKssion  would  be  produced 
by  the  sale  of  seven  millions  of  this  stock.  I'he  hoifora- 
ble  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  that  price  depends,  in 
all  cases,  on  the  proportion  between  supply  and  demand. 
The  principle,  with  some  limitation,  is,  no  doubt,  cor> 
rect  ;  but  that  is  not  the  question  before  the  House. 
The  question  for  us  to  weigh,  said  Mr.  D.  i^  whether  a 
stock,  which  now  sells  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
per  cent,  in  consequence  of  tlie  confidence  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  continue  to  be  a  Stockholder,  would  re- 
main at  that  rate  when  it  was  known  that  Government 
would  not  so  continue.  If  that  is  the  cause  of  the  pre- 
sent high  price,  take  away  the  cause,  and  the  stock  must 
fall.  How  low  it  would  fall  could  not  exactly  be  known; 
it  might  fall  to  p.tr — even  below  iL  The  consequence 
of  this  would  be  to  deprive  the  Government  of  a  great 
amount  of  money,  on  which  it  now  realizes  twenty-three 
per  cent,  and  by  which  it  might  pay  a  debt  of  eight  mil- 
lions, by  an  advance  of  only  six  and  a  half  millions.  It 
was  perfectly  well  known,  that,  when  once  public  confi- 
dence in  any  moneyed  institution  is  shaken,  the  conse- 
quent depression  is  not  governed  by  a  settled  mathemati- 
cal rule,  but  by  tlie  feeling  and  fears  of  the  holders,  and 
it  not  unfrequently  happened,  that,  by  such  a  panic,  the 
stock  which  had  before  been  the  highest  actually  be- 
came the  lowest  in  market.  Mr.  D .  said,  that  he  thought 
he  had  satisfactorily  shewn,  that  (iuveniment  would  not 
be  a  gainer,  but  very  probably  a  loser,  by  the  operation 
now  proposed.  But  it  ought  to  be  demonstrably  certain, 
that  some  gain  will  result,  before  we  went  into  a  moneyed 
operation  of  such  magnitude  and  extent.     What  possible 


combination  of  circumstances  could  have  a  stronger  ef- 
fect in  depressing  the  price  of  any  public  security,  than 
that  the  Government,  without  any  known  or  ostensible 
cause,  should  suddenly  withdraw  all  its  interest  in  it.  It 
was  a  stronger  case  than  had  ever  existed. 

Yet  the  mere  pecuniary  calculation  of  profit  and  loss 
did  not  constitute  the  strongest  objection  to  the  measure 
proposed.  It  was  a  matter  of  far  more  consequence  that 
tlie  character  of  a  nation  for  fidelity  to  its  contracts,  ex- 
p.-«s8  or  implied,  should  be  sacredly  preserved,  than  that 
it  should  gain  any  pecuniary  amount  whatever.  He  should 
not  apply  the  strict  rules  of  ethics,  or  the  doctrines  of 
the  common  law,  to  a  case  like  this,  but  merely  the  rules 
of  common  sense  and  common  honesty*  When  the 
charter  was  given,  and  the  Government  agreed  to  take 
seven  millions  (which  was  one  fifth)  of  the  Stock,  to  re- 
ceive a  bonus  of  fifteen  hundred  tlioitsand  dollars,  to  re- 
quire an  annual  statement  of  accounts,  to  obtain  very  va- 
luable facilities  in  the  transmission  and  excltange  of  its 
flinds,  and  have  all  the  duties  of  twenty-four  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  peHbrmed  gratis,  it  was  surely  by  no 
means  a  strained,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  necessary  and 
incontrovertible  conclusion,  that  the  Government  was  ne- 
ver to  place  that  institution  in  a  worse  situation  tlian 
when  its  charter  was  granted.  It  was  under  this  impres- 
sion, founded  on  the  mutual  advantages  derived  from  the 
arrangement,  both  to  the  Bank  and  to  the  Government, 
that  the  stock  had  risen  to  its  preseitt  price.  If  now  the 
Government  shall,  by  its  act,  shake  the  public  confidence 
in  this  institution,  it  will  virtually  violate  its  pledged 
faith,  for  the  problematical  and  doubtful  purpose  of  gain- 
ing a  trifling  sum  of  money. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  that,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  could  think  that  such  would  be  the 
result,  he  never  would  have  introduced  the  present  reso- 
lution. There  certainly  was  in  equity  a  contract  between 
the  Government  and  tlie  Stockholders,  that  the  Govern* 
ment  would  not  withdraw  its  confidence  from  the  Insti- 
tution, except  under  the  most  extraordinary  circumstan- 
ces, and  the  most  urgent  pressure  of  necessity.  If  such 
necessity  could  indeed  be  made  to  appear,  there  might 
be  some  justification  of  this  measure  before  the  Ameri- 
can People.  But  the  necessity  did  not  exist,  and  was 
not  even  pretended.  The  Bank  had  hitherto  gone  on 
under  the  under  the  support  and  confidence  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  he  hoped  it  would  continue  to  do  so,  at 
least  till  its  present  charter  should  expire  ;  but  if  not, 
the  Government  might  in  vain  expect  the  same  benefits 
from  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  which  it  had  so  long  en- 
joyed under  that  which  was  soon  to  terminate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  now  moved  an  adjournment. 

FniDAT,  Dkcsiibbb  31,  1827. 

UNITED  STATES'  BANK  STOCK. 

Mr.  BARBOUR'S  resolution  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the 
sale  of  the  seven  millions  of  the  United  States'  Bank 
Stock  held  by  the  United  States,  was  again  taken  up  for 
consideradon. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  rose  with  the  purpose  of  offering  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  to  the  observations  which  had  been  pro- 
posed to  his  resoKition ;  but,  perceiving  that  Mr.  Goa- 
■AM  had  risen  at  the  same  time,  he  yielded  the  floor  ; 
when 

Mr.  GORHAM  addressed  the  House.  After  promising 
as  much  brevity  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would  per- 
mit, he  said  that  it  was  possible  his  views  of  it  might  dif- 
fer  from  some  of  those  which  had  been  submitted  ;  but, 
whatever  they  were,  he  should  not  now  have  obtruded 
them  upon  this  House,  had  not  his  situatiott,  as  the  repre- 
sentative  of  a  mercantile  community,  deeply  interested  in 
the  result  of  the  present  motion,  been  such  as  furbaile 
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him  1o  be  sUetit.  He  ag^ed  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  M'Dufftb)  in  disclaiming 
the  influence  of  any  pai*ty  considerations  in  the  part  he 
took  on  this  occasion.  He  trusted  the  state  of  thinf^  in 
our  country  had  not  yet  arrived  at  that  point,  that  subjects 
df  vital  importance  to  the  national  interest  and  the  general 
prosperity  could  not  be  discussed  without  subjecting 
every  gentleman  who  took  part  in  the  discussion  to  the 
imputation  of  being  governed  by  mere  party  vievs.  He 
had  no  idea  that  such  was  our  situation  ;  nor  should  he 
hate  once  thought  of  disclaiming  such  an  inJBuence,  had 
not  the  gentleman  alhided  to  conceived  it  necessary  to 
make  such  a  disclaimer. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  when  first  introducing 
his  resolution  before  the  House,  had  said,  0^  ^^  rightly 
understood  him,)  th^t  he  had  previously  shewn  it  to  him 
(Mr.  G.)  or  at  least  given  him  notice  of  its  being  offered: 
in  this«  the  gentleman  must  have  certainly  been  under  a 
mistake — he  had  indeed,  made  a  number  of  inquiries  of 
him,  in  relation  to  the  prices  of  different  descriptions  of 
stock;  but,  when  the  resolution  was  read,  he  was  taken 
completely  by  surprise,  never  having  had  the  ieast  idea 
that  such  a  proposition  was  contemplated  by  any  one. 
[Here  Mr.  Barbour,  in  an  under  voice,  made  a  word  or 
two  of  explanation,  the  purport  of  which  was  uaderstood 
to  be,  that  he  had  not  meant  to  say  his  motion  had  been 
shewn  to  Mr.  G.]  The  few  remarks  he  had  thrown  out  at 
that  time,  were,  of  course,  unpremeditated,^  and  devoid 
of  the  order  and  connexion  which  tlie  subject's  impor- 
tance required.  He  now  was  desirous  of  presenting  such 
views  as  lie  had  taken  of  this  matter,  somewhat  more  at 
large. 

The  question  now  before  the  House  had  been  offered 
and  discussed  by  the  mover  mainly,  if  not  solely,  on  prin- 
ciples of  mere  finance.  It  had  been  argued  as  a  question 
of  money— of  national  profit  and  loss.  If  this  were  all,  it 
might  soon  be  settled.  But  if,  as  itap])eared  not  improb- 
able, this  motion  was  connected  with  deeper  and  ulterior 
.  purposes  and  views,  of  a  political  kind,  it  ought  to  be 
settled  still  sooner.  If  there  was  something  more  behind; 
if  any  purpose  was  cherished  of  making  the  present  pecu- 
niary proposition  a  mere  introduction  tg  a  system  of  mea- 
sures in  relation  to  the  connexion  of  Government  with  the 
National  Dank,  then  the  sooner  such  a  purpose  and  such 
a  system  were  met,  the  better. 

The  gentleman  had,  it  was  true,  advocated  the  sale  of 
this  stock  solely  as  a  fiscal  0{)erat!on  ;  but,  from  his  ac« 
quaintance  with  that  honorable  gentleman's  character, 
opinions,  and  previous  political  course,  he  could  not  but 
be  strongly  inclined  to  think,  that  the  present  measure 
had  more  of  a  political  than  a  financisil  aspect,  and  looked 
toward  a  complete  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
Bank,  if  not  the  total  abolition  of  that  institution.  As, 
however,  the  question  had  been  put  on  mere  fiscal 
grounds,  he  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  while 
he  offered  his  views  of  it,  as  a  measure  of  pure  finance. 
The  honorable  roovier  of  the  resolution  founded  his  ar- 
gument on  the  fact,  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted  stood  at  present  in  the  market,  at  an  advance  of  23  i 
per  cent,  and  he  proposed  to  go  into  the  market  with  the 
vrliole  amount  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Government,  ex- 
pecting to  sell  it  at  that  price,  wherever  the  requisite  cap- 
ital is  to  be  found. 

In  order  to  judge  the  probability  of  his  being  able  to 
do  this,  it  was  necessary  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place, 
what  were  the  elements  which  entered  into  this  advanced 
price  of  the  stock?  The  gentleman  had  compared  tlje 
price  of  the  Stock  of  tlie  United  States*  Bank  with  that  of 
the  stocks  issued  by  Government  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  and  which  boj-e  the  respective  interests  of 
three,  four,  and  five  per  cent,  and  in  this  comparison  gone 
on  the  assumption  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank,  at  the  wind- 
ing up  of  hs  present  charter,  would  be  worth  its  par  value. 


Mr.  O.  granted  that,  -during  the  continuance  of  the 
charter,  so  long  as  all  the  operations  of  the  Bank  pro- 
ceeded in  their  regular  course,  this  basis  of  comparison 
was  a  fair  one.  But  if,  at  ihe  expiration  of  the  limit  of 
the  present  charter,  the  concerns  of  that  institution  must 
be  finally  concluded,  it  was  wholly  unfair  and  fvillacious. 
Did  the  gentleman  really  believe,  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
eight  years,  (should  the  charter  end,  and  not  be  renew- 
ed,) the  holders  of  its  stock  would  get  the  money  for  it  > 
This  was,  indeed,  the  case  with  the  Government  Stocks; 
as  soon  as  the  period  at  which  they  were  redeemable  ar- 
rived, the  holders  received,  in  cash,  at  the  Treasury,  the 
full  par  value  of  whatever  amount  they  might  hold.  But» 
when  the  vast  concerns  of  such  an  institution  as  the  Na- 
tional Bank  were  to  be  wound  up,  a  very  diflTerent  state 
of  things  occurred.  There  would  be,  to  be  sure,  a  con- 
tingent fund  for  the  payment  of  the  Stock  ;  but  of  what 
would  it  consist !  Of  cash  ?  Par  from  it  :— of  debts,  chief- 
ly bad  ;  of  property,  in  short,  of  all  sorts  of  shapea  and 
which  would  require  a  Board  of  Trustees  to  settle  it,  after 
the  Bank  had  ceased  its  legal  existence.  Long  before 
such  a  bank  reached  the  end  of  its  charter,  it  must  pre- 
pare for  that  event :  it  must  curtail,  and  gradually  termi- 
nate entirely,  all  its  discounts,  months  before  that  time  •< 
and  would  its  stock  feel  nothing  of  the  effect  of  such  a 
state  of  things  ?  When  the  old  Bank  expired,  were  its 
Stockholders  instantly  paid }  So  far  from  this,  it  was 
ten  years  after  before  the  final  dividend  was  declared. 
And  would  any  gentleman  tell  him  that  the  Stock  of  such 
an  expiring  institution,  was  as  good  as  Stock  on  which 
the  holder  was  sure  to  receive  the  par  value  in  caah  the 
moment  it  was  redeemable  ?,  True,  the  property,  of  every 
kind,  held  by  a  bank,  belonged  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
stock ;  doubtless  it  was  theirs  of  right :  but  it  was  theirs, 
in  fact,  only  when  it  could  be  collected  :  and  experience 
proved  that,  at  the  winding  up,  there  always  occurred  a 
great  loss  upon  it — if  not  in  money,  at  least  in  time, 
which,  to  most  stockholders,  was  the  same  thing.  It 
usually  proved  a  mere  wreck  and  remnant  And  so  well 
was  this  understood,  that,  when  it  was  known  that  the 
charter  of  the  old  United  States'  Bank  was  not  to  be  re- 
newed, its  stock,  which  had  stood  as  high  as  140  per  cen- 
tum, fell  to  90  per  centum  in  market.  As  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  present  Bank,  Mr.  G.  said  it  was  impossible 
he  sliould  know  them:  but  one  thing  be  did  know,  and 
so  did  every  body  else,  that  great  mlsman^ement  of  its 
concerns  had  at  one  time  taken  place,  and  great  losses 
had  consequently  been  sustained.  How  such  an  amount 
of  loss  had  been  covered  up,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  present 
dividends,  he  knew  not  \  but  for  one,  he  was  inclined  to 
believe  that  those  lomes  had  rot,  to  this  day,  been 
fecovered  from,  and  that,  on  examination,  it  would  be 
found  there  was  still  a  deficit  in  the  fVmds  of  the  Bank. 

From  what  he  had  stated,  he  thought  it  must  appear 
that  the  present  dividends  mad^liy  the  Bank  did  not  con- 
stitute the  only  element  of  the  price  its  stock  at  preaent 
held  \  but  that  there  was  another,  and  a  very  important 
element,  tliat  entered  krgely  into  it,  via.  the  expectation 
that  the  concerns  of  the  Bank  would  continue  to  go  on, 
and  that,  when  the  present  charter  should  expire,  the  in- 
stitution would  still  be  continued  under  a  new  one.  This 
was  the  general  expectation  of  all  who  held  its  stock,  of 
all  who  bought  it.  And  why  should  they  not,  said  Mr. 
G.,  expect  this  at  your  hands  '  Have  you  done  nothing 
to  create  such  an  expectation  >  To  answer  this  question, 
let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  past  history  of  this  institu- 
tion. You  have  done,  and  >'ou  have  undone  ;  you  have 
built  up,  and  you  have  pulled  down  :  you  have  made  ex- 
periments on  the  want  and  on  the  possession  of  such  a 
thing,  until  at  length,  I  had  believed  that  it  was  now  a 
point  conceded,  an  opinion,  in  whicli  sensible  men  of  all 
parties  were  agfreed,  that  such  a  Bank  was  a  necessary 
machine  in  the  State — ati  engine  which  entered  as  an 
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elementary  part  into  the  operations  of  a  well  order- 
ed Government.  I  know  that  doubts  are  held,  and  have 
been  loudly  expressed^  as  to  the  constitutionality  of'a  na- 
tional Bank:  I  hold  such  doubts  to  be  very  unfortunate, 
and  am  myself  free  from  the  least  share  of  them:  but  I 
did  understand,  that  even  those  who  believed  no  provision 
for  such  an  institution  to  be  contained  in  the  Coustitution, 
were  themselves  obliged,  by  the  pressure  of  experience 
and  of  facts,  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  an  engine  essen- 
tially and  indispensably  necessarytothe  application  of  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  the  public  good. 

In  1781,  the  old  Congress,  that  feeble  and  flimsv  asso- 
ciation,  so  void  of  all  energy,  and  so  destitute  of  every 
thing  like  efficient  control  of  the  public  finance,    even 
that , Congress  ventured  on  a  kindred  measure,  incorpora- 
ted the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  took  shares  in   that 
Bank,  which  was  at  the  same  time,  a  State  institution. 
The  experiment  failed  to  produce  any  restoration  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  Congress  sold  out  its  shares.     No  sooner 
did  this  take  place,  than  the  Government  was  pressed  by 
the  Bank,  the  Bank  iUelf  was  -pressed  by  the  Slate  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Directors  were  harassed  on  every  side, 
and  then  you  did,  through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
what  was  afterwards  done  directly  by  the  United  States  : 
under  the  inordinate  fear  of  Banking  institutions,   the 
charter  granted  to  the  Bank,  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  repealed.     The  efiecta  of  such  a  step  were  soon  and 
deeply  felt.  Foreigners  immediately  withdrew  their  funds. 
Doubts  were  thrown  out  among  capitalists  generally  as  to 
the  security  and  permanency  of  the  institution,  and  such 
hecamethe  state  of  things,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
found  itself  obliged  to  restore  the  charter  ;  but  it  was  un- 
der many  limitations  and  restrictions.    In  1790,  you  char- 
tered the  first  Bank  ol  the  United  States,  limiting  its  ex- 
istence to  twenty  years.     This  act  was  not  passed  without 
being  warmly  contested  ;  it  was  then,  as  since,  opposed 
on  constitutional  grounds  :  but  the  act  passed,  and  the 
Bank  was  established.     But  tlie  views  and  feelings  in 
which  the  opposition  originated  continued  to  be  enter- 
tained, and  when  the  twenty  years  had  run  out,  the  char- 
ter was  suffered  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation.     Before 
it  died,  you  sold  out  your  stock  ;  and  then  another  stale 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty  involved  the  capitalists  of  the 
country.    But  the  want'of  a  Bank  was  so  severely  felt 
by  the  Government,  that,  after  having  failed  in  the  vuri- 
ous  expedients  which  had  been  tried  as  substitutes,  in 
1816  you  once  more  incorporated  a  new  Bank  of  the  U. 
States.     That  act  spoke  a  very  intelligible  language.     It 
proclaimed  to  all  the  world  that  you   had  tried  in  vain  to 
do  without  such  an  institution  ;  that  you  had  been  taught 
by  the  best  of  teachers,  experience  ;  and  bad  learned  that 
a  National  Bank  was  not  only  advantageous,  but  necessa- 
ryand  indispensable.  In  the  same  year  you  funded  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,  and  issued  stocks  not  only  at  3,  4, 
and  5  per  cent?  but  the  greater  part  at  6,  and  even  7  per 
cent,  i  redeemable  at  pleasure.     You  next  entered  into  an 
a^eement  with  the  Bank  that,  if  it  would  take  7  millions 
of  your  stocks,  you  would  take  the  like  amount  of  the 


In  contemplating  this  short  history  of  your  banking  op« 
erations,  will  any  one  contend  that  one  important  ekoient 
in  the  price  of  the  National  Bank  is  not  the  public  expec- 
tation that  Government  will  continue  to  be  interested  in 
the  Bank  '  It  is  in  vain  to  argue  that  a  mere  withdrawal 
of  the  Government  from  a  share  of  the  stock.  While  all  its 
other  relations  to  the  Bank  remain  unaltered,  ought  not, 
on  principles  of  logic,  to  affect  the  price  of  the  stock. 
The  CLuestion  is  not  what  ought  to  be  the  effect,  but 
what  is  tlie  effect.  Whether  right  or  wrong,  the  fact  is 
so.  It  is  always  so.  I  care  not  whether  men  ought,  or 
ought  not  to  reason,  that  the  Government  acts  from  mere- 
ly selfish  motives;  if  they  do  reason  so,  the  effect  on  the 
money  market  is  just  the  same  as  if  they  ought  to  reason 
so.  Tis  vain  to  fight  against  the  uniform  course  of  hu- 
man affairs.  It  is  especially  so  in  aiy^t  relates  to  mat- 
ters of  money  and.  of  credit.  Whefflkmitalists  see  you 
holding  on  as  stockholders  to  the  end  of  the  time  limited 
by  charter  for  the  continuance  of  the  Bank,  they  natural- 
ly infer  that  the  fact  of  your  having  an  interest  in  continu- 
ing the  Bank  by  a  new  charter,  wUl  have  an  influence  on. 
the  probabiltty  of  that  event.  But  if  they  see  you  aban- 
doning your  interest  in  the  stock  on  the  ostensible  ground 
of  mere  constitutional  scruples,  or  on  any  other -ground 
whatever,  it  will,  it  must,  it  does,  affect  the  value  of  that 
stock.  If  you  are  owners,  tliey  conclude  you  feel 
differently  from  what  you  would  feel*  if  you  were  not 
owners. 

If  at  a  time  when  you  were  under  tlie  greatest  conceiva- 
ble pressure  for  money,  you  continued,  nevertheless,  to 
hold  on  upou  this  Stock,  when  you  could  have  sold  it  at 
a  profit,  and  now,  when  under  no  pressure  at  all,  you  sud- 
denly conclude  to  sell,  and  that  with  the  prospect  of  a 
less  profit,  what  wiU  men,  especially  what  will  moneyed 
men,  naturally  conclude?  Sir,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
that  their  confidence  in  this  stock  shall  not  be  sliaken. 
Many  of  its  holders  are  foreigners,  remote  from  your  de- 
bates and  your  reasonings.  They  will  look  at  tlie  naked 
fact,  and  what  their  inferences  will  be,  it  is  not  possible 
to  doubt.  True,  it  may  be,  and  I  know  it  is,  desired  by 
many,  that  our  Stock  ^)ould  not  be  held  so  largely  by 
foreigners.  But  how  will  you  prevent  it  ^  The  capital 
of  the  world  knows  no  such  things  as  nationality.  Capita], 
in  all  countries,  is  one  and  the  same  thing.  What  touch- 
es any  part  touches  the  whole.  You  can  deal  no  blow  on 
capital  here,  on  which|  will  not  rebound  from  all  other, 
moneyed  countries.  This  is  unavoidable.  Ihinga 
are  so,  whether  right  or  wrong,  and  you  cannot  change 
them.  You  are,  and  of  necessity  must  be,*dependent 
qH  the  opinions  of  capitalists  abroad,  in  all  your  financial 
operations.  This  is  inevitable,  and  so  far  as  it  goes,  it 
is  nmtual.  No  financial  operation  can  take  place  in  Europe, 
which  is  not  felt  here ;  but,  as  the  capital  in  Europe  is, 
beyond  all  proportion,  greater  than  that  of  the  U.  States, 
their  effect  on  us  is  so  much  greater  than  our  effect  on 
them.  Need  I  remind  any  one  who  hears  me,  of  the  ef- 
fect which  was  felt  in  every  corner  of  this  country,  from 
the  embarrassments  of  the  Bank  of  England  a  few  years 


stock  of  tlie  Bank.     The  agreement  went  into  effect,  and    ago^    No,  Sir.    Whether  you  will,  or  whether  you  will 


you  became  stocklioldera  in  the  institution  to  the  aVnount 
of  seven  millions  of  dollars.  There  was,  I  grant,  no  ex- 
press agreement  with  the  Bank  that  you  should  never  sell 
out  this  stock  5  but  there  certainly  was  the  fullest  undcr- 
sUnding  that  you  were  to  be  permanent  holders  of  it.  In 
a  short  time  the  stock  rose  very  high  ;  it  reached  even  150 
per  cent.  But  though  you  were  then  paying  nearly  dou- 
ble interest  for  money  and  a  i»ale  at  that  rate  of  advance 
would  have  been  a  very  profitable  operation,  such  an  idea 
was  never  so  much  as  heard  of.  As  a  mere  speculation  it 
would  certainly  have  been  attended  with  immediate  ad- 
vanUge :  but  it  would  have  aimed  a  blow  upon  the  national 
credit  such  as  no  present  profit  could  justify,  or  even  tempt 
you  to  inflict.  The  inducement,  at  this  day,  is  far  less. 


not,  ihe  thermometer  which  reguUtes  your  credit,  and 
wliich  afl'ects  every  department  of  your  financial  means, 
hangs  in  the  Itoyal  Exchange;  Uiere  it  hangs,  nor  can 
you  take  it  down.  The  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  is 
now  before  us,  would  deal  a  blow  which  would  be  felt  by 
every  foreign  Stockholder  the  instant  the  news  reached 
him.  Nay,  the  very  discussion  of  it  has,  I  doubt  not,  al- 
ready sunk  the  stock  at  least  five  per  cent.  The  gentle- 
man who  introduced  it,  with  a  frankness  which  certainly 
does  him  honor,  has  told  the  House  that  he  did  not  vote  for 
this  chaKer,  and  will  not  vote  for  its  renewal.  I  believe 
I  know  enough  of  his  opinions,  (having  fornnsrly  heard 
him  avow  them  in  this  Hall)  to  conjecture,  with  some  de- 
gree of  certainly,  what  is  tiiC  real  ground  of  his  desire  to 
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see  such  a  sale  as  he^proposes  take  place.  I  cannot  but 
believe  that  he  is,  at  bottom,  influenced  by  his  constitu- 
tional objections  to  any  National  Bank,  in  any  form :  and 
I  therefore  feel  wamnled  in  the  conclusion,  that  the  pre- 
sent proposition  is  Tirtualty  an  annunciation  that  the  same 
battle  is  to  be  (ought  again  which  took  place  at  the 
granting  of  the  present  charter,  so  soon  as  its  limit  shall 
approach  a  termination.  I  deprecate  such  tt.  contest.  My 
own  views  of  the  Constitution  on  this  matter,  are  firmly 
settled;  and  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction, 
that  the  Government  is  under  peculiar  obligations  to  guacd 
the  credit  of  the  Bank,  and  of  its  Stock,  with  the  most 
assiduous  care.  It  is  by  that  credit  that  we  are  enabled 
to  go  abroad,  to  meet  the  Capitalists  of  the  old  world, 
and  to  obtain  the  funds  which  the  country  requires,  at 
the  cheapest  poiiible  rate.  I'o  do  this,  is  not  merely 
good  faith.  Yoijr  good  faith  alone  will  not  enable  you 
to  procure  money  on  easy  terms.  It  is  the  steadiness  of 
•your  financial  system,  which  as  much,  if  not  more,  ren- 
ders this  attainable.  Sudden  changes  in  your  moneyed 
plans,  have  an  effect  to  terrify  the  capiulist  at  a  disUnce; 
•he  dont  understand  them,  and  all  bis  fears  are  roused  at 
once.  You  determined,  a  little  while  ago,  to  exchange 
your  6  per  cents,  for  a  lower  stock,  and  as,  in  doing  his, 
all  the  holders  could  not  continue,  you  made  them  draw 
lots  to  determine  who  should  have  the  chance  of  holding 
on.  As  soon  as  this  arrangement  was  known,  it  affected 
your  character  for  permanency,  for  steadiness;  and  what 
was  the  consequence  ?  The  6  per  cents,  are  now  at  par, 
or  thereabouts,  while  your  3  per  cents,  (because  you 
tied  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
iVom  touching  but  a  bmall  part  of  thtm)  stand  at  an  ad- 
vance. Here  your  good  faith  was  not  in  question.  You 
preserved  this  as  much  to  one  one  class  of  holders  as  you 
did  to  the  other;  biit  the  permanency  of  the  one  stock 
was  affected,  while  that  of  the  other  was  not;  so  the  one 
fell  and  the  other  rose.  The  holder  did  not  doubt  your 
fiiith,  but  he  did  not  choose  to  be  paid  off  against  his 
will,  when  he  would  have  preferred  to  remain  your  cre- 
ditor. 

r  And,  sir,  you  must  hire  money  :  you  have  a  deep  in* 
terest  in  the  rate  at  which  it  can  be  borrowed,  because 
you  must  borrow.  The  condition  of  this  country  is  a 
very  peculiar  one.  In  1805,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury  (then  Mr.  Crawford)  affirmed,  in  his  annual  report 
to  Congress,  that  the  United  States  had  been  in  debt 
from  their  very  origin ;  and  he  said  trtily.  From  the 
moment  the  feet  of  our  ancestors  touched  this  boi!,  to- 
this  moment,  we  have  been  in  debt ;  we  live  and  flour 
ish  by  being  in  debt ;  it  was  the  foundation  of  all  our 
prosperity  as  a  People.  And  why  ?  Because,  owing  to 
our  connexion  with  the  greatest  and  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  the  old  world,  we  were  enabled  to  borrow  mo- 
ney there  at  5  per  cent,  which  we  could  immediately 
invest  here  at  10.  We  could  do  this,  because  the  coun- 
tr}'  was  in  a  state  of  safety,  was  a  new  country,  anrl 
stood  in  need  of  all  those  improvements  which  call  for, 
and  which  richly  repay,  the  application  of  capital.  So 
long  as  a  country  has  the  first  necessities  of  a  nation  to 
provide,  it  must  ever  be  itj  interest  to  borrow  money. 
Jtoads,  canals,  public  buildings — all  the  works  of  in- 
reptive  industry,  furnish  a  use  for  it,  which  will  always 
justify  the  country  in  hiring*,  and  will  more  than  afford  a 
moderate  interest  to  be  paid  for  it. 

Here  the  great  machine  by  which  capital  is  to  be 
created  is  only  in  a  state  of  preparation  ;  in  Europe  it 
is  already  preparecL  Our  capital,  the  capital  of  the 
whole  United  States^  with  all  they  contain,  is,  when  com- 
pared to  them,  as  nothing.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  op- 
erations of  the  City  of  London,  for  a  single  week,  ex- 
ceed all  those  of  the  United  States  for  a  year.  It  is  man- 
ifest, therefore,  tliat  our  relation  in  respect  to  money  is  a 
relation  of  dependent,  and  that,  of  course,  it  is  our  moat 


evident  duty,  in  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  to  do  whatercr 
tends  to  preserve  our  credit,  and  facilitate  our  operations 
as  borrowers.  Believinf^  that  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  calculated  im  nave  a  di- 
rectly opposite  effect,  I  am  decidedly  and  wholly  oppos- 
ed to  it.  I  believe  that,  as  a  financial  scheme,  it  will 
prove  wholly  deceptive.  If  you  wish  to  pay  off  seven 
millions  of  your  debt,  there  are  a  dozen  other  modes  by 
which  you  can  do  it  better.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
House  will  not  only  reject  the  measure,  but  will  do  so 
with  promptness  and  decision. 

Mr.  STEWART  rose  not  to  enter  into  the  debate  gen- 
erally, but  merely  to  present  one  or  two  objections  to 
this  measure,  which  had  not  been  adverted  to  by  other 
gentlemen.  The  great  object  of  the  proposition,^  as 
avowed  by  the  mover,  was,  to  hasten  the  extingutsli- 
ment  of  the  national  debt,  by  selling  the  bank  stock, 
and  thus  increase  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  accom- 
plish it.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  effect  of  tite 
sinking  fund  of  ten  millions  of  dolUrs  on  the  national 
debt,  it  will  bt  obvious  to  every  one  that,  instead  of  in- 
creasing, we  shall  be  compelled  to  diminish  the  present 
sinking  fund,  and  arrest  the  rapid  progress  we  are  now 
making,  which  will  shortly  lead  to  great  financial  em- 
barrassments. 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  public  debt,  as  exhibited 
by  the  Treasury  Report  laid  upon  our  tables  m  few  days 
since  ?    And  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this  proposition 
upon  ft } 
On  the  first  of  next  month,  the  whole  of  the 

national  debt  will  be       -  •  -  #67,413,000 

Deduct  the  3  per  cents.       -  -  -     13,296,000 

Leaves $47,117,000 

Which  could  not  be  redeemed  when  above  65— they 
were  now  at  87,  and  would  necessarily  continue  to  rise 
in  the  market  as  the  other  stocks  were  absorbed,  and 
the  capital  sent  abroad  seeking  investment. 

By  selling  the  bsnk  stock  at  its  present  value,  $  ft,- 
600,000,  and  applying  the  proceeds,  with  the  amiual 
sinking  fund  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  the  national 
debt,  it  Will  be  found  that,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1830, 
there  will  remain  less  than  $2,600,000  of  the  public 
debt  redeemable ;  consccjuently,  there  must  remain  idle 
in  the  Treasury,  of  the  sinking  ftmd. 

In  the  year  1831,        a  surplus  of        $  7,400,000 

1832,  ••         "  5,061,000 

1833,  "        «•  11,896,600 

1834,  "         "  18,931,000 

1835,  •'         "  23,561,000 
These  lar^e  balances  of  the  sinking  fund  will  annually 

accumulate  m  the  Treasury,  there  being  no  portion  of 
either  principal  or  interest  of  the  debt  to  which  they  can 
possibly  be  applied.  Thtese  sums  must  then  remain  idle 
and  useless  in  the  Treasury,  unless,  indeed,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Barbour]  will  consent,  as  I  am 
quite  sure  he  will  not,  to  apply  them  to  the  work  of  in- 
leriuil  improvement — to  the  construction  of  roadb  and  ca- 
nals. . 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  BARBOvm]  suggesti,  in  an  under 
tone,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  reduction  of  the  sinking  fund.  This 
will  be  necessary  whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
be  adopted  or  not 

Excluding  the  Bank  stock  and  the  three  per  cents.,  it 
would  be  foimd  that,  by  the  operation  of  tlie  present 
sinking  fund,  there  would,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1830, 
be  only  f  4,356,000  of  the  national  debt  redeemable;  con- 
sequently, llirre  would  be— 

In  llie  year  1831,  a  surplus  of    $  5,644!,000 

1832,  ««      3,304^000 

1833,  «•     10,138.000 

1834,  *«     17,173,000 

1835,  •«     21,8;^2,000 
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Vfhen  the  last  portion  of  the  debt  will  be  paid  off,  and 
this  vast  balance  of  the  sinking  fund  will  be  left  on  hand. 

Such  will  be  the  result  of  tlie  operations  of  the  exist- 
ing  sink^ig  fund,  even  should  the  proposition  be  reject- 
ed. These  large  accumulations  of  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury roust  oecur — it  is  unavoidable,  unless  you  reduce  the 
sinking  fund  to  $  7,000,000.  He  had  made  a  calculation, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  of  the  public  debt '(the 
Bank  stock  and  three  per  cents,  excepted)  would  be 
completely  extinguished  in  1835,  when  the  last  portion 
of  the  debt  became  redeemable,  by  a  sinking  tund  of 
#7,000,000,  and  leave  a  surplus  at  the  end  of  that 
time  of  $  185,000 «  in  1836  seven  millions  uf  the  Bank 
stock  could  be  paid  off  if  deemed  expedient. 

By  thus  reducing  the  sinking  fund  to  $  7,000,000, 
$  3,000,000  would  be  annually  released  from  the  public 
debty  which  could  be  applied  to  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, producing  the  most  happy  effect  upon  tlie 
national  prosperity.  It  would  not  postpone  the  final  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  but  only  throw  forward  the  surplus  of 
the  redeemable  debt  in  1828  and  *29  upon  the  years 
1831,  '33,  and  34,  when  very  small  portions  of  the  debt 
would  be  redeemable  {  and  thus  the  whole  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  would  be  kept  actively  and  profitably  employ- 
ed until  the  final  extinction  of  the  debt  in  1835.  Hence, 
Mr.  S.  contended,  whether'  the  proposition  be  adopted 
or  not,  it  was  the  dictate  of  a  sound  and  enlightened  po- 
licy to  reduce  the  present  sinking  fund  from  $10,000,000 
#7,000,000. 

But  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Babbouk]  sug- 
gests to  me  the  reduction  of  the  duties.  To  this  Mr.  S. 
said  be  could  not  assent ;  the  duties  were  imposed  for 
purposes  of  protection,  and  not  for  revenue  :  they  were 
imposed  to  protect  our  national  industry' — ^to  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures  from  tlie  ruinous  effect  of  foreign 
competition.  He  could  not,  therefore,  consent  to  their 
repeat  He  would  collect  the  revenue  for  one  important 
object — ^the  protection  of  our  manufacturer— and  send  it 
back  to  the  People  who  paid  it,  for  another  equally  im- 
portant object,  the  improvement  of  their  country. 

By  adopting  this  policy,  you  will  prevent,  measurably, 
the  exhausting  and  injurious  effects  of  withdrawing  annu- 
ally from  the  pockeU  of  the  People  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  putting  it  beyond  their  reach  ;  by  this  means 
three  millions  of  it  will  be  returned  to  its  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circulation,  promoting,  at  the  same  time,  the 
roost  important  national  purposes— the  permanent  improve- 
ment of  the  internal  condition  of  our  common  country. 

There  were  many  other  strong  considerations  in  favor 
of  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  which  it  was  unnecessaiy 
at  this  time  to  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 
Enough  had  been  said,  he  trusted,  to  show  that  there 
was  no  propriety  in  adopting  this  measure  to  accelerate 
tiie  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt,  the  great  and 
principal  object  of  the  motion. 

On  the  contrary,  instead  «f  hastening,  it  was  evidently 
the  policy  and  duty  of  the  Government  to  check  its  too 
rapid  march  towards  the  final  extinction  of  the  National 
Debt.  We  are  running  far  ahead  of  the  National  Debt, 
and  shall,  if  we  stop  not  soon,  have,  as  appears,  large 
sums  in  hand  which  cannot  be  employed.  A  motion, 
therefore,  to  reduce  the  Sinking  Fund  to  ^7,000,000, 
would  be  much  more  reasonable  than  the  one  now  sub- 
mitted, virtually  to  increase  it.  Besides,  by  reducing 
the  annual  Sinking  Fund,  we  will  not  postpone  the  pe- 
riod of  the  final  extinction  ofthe  national  debt— but  mere- 
ly equalize  the  paymenU,  by  transferring  the  excess  of 
one  year  to  another,  when  little  or  nothing  was  payable  : 
if  the  sinking  fund  were  twenly  millions  instead  of  ten, 
the  debt  could  not  be  paid  before  the  year  1835,  when 
the  last  portion  became  redeemable— the  holders  of  the 
stock,  it  was  well  known,  would  not  accept  the  payment 
as  long  as  they  could  avoid  it.  It  is  not  the  public  credi- 
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tors,  but  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  who  are 
forcing  them  thus  hastily  to  discharge  the  public  debt. 
It  appeared  to  him  unjust  that  the  whole  weight  of  the 
debt  bhould  be  thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  who 
had  to  fight  the  battle*  and  bear  the  burdens  of  the  war 
by  which  this  debt  was  created. 

The  strong  argument  urged  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
that  it  would  hasten  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
went,  therefore,  for  nothing — it  was  unfounded  in  fact. 
If  you  had  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  idle  in  your  ex- 
chequer, you  cannot  pay  the  debt  until  1835,  when  the 
last  portion  becomes  payable,  and  this  can  be  as  well 
accomplished  by  a  sinking  fund  of  seven,  as  of  seventy 
millions. 

These  were  among  the  reasons  which  should  induce 
him  to  vote  against  tiie  proposttiona  $  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  present  these  views  of  tnie  real  state  of  the 
finances,  not  merely  in  reference  to  the  question  now 
to  be  decided,  but  to  prevent  the  idea  from  going  forth 
to  the  country  that  we  were  obliged  to  sell  our  bank 
stock  to  pay  our  debts  f  that  the  Government  was  em« 
barrassed  and  put  to  its  last  shifts  to  pay  the  public  cre- 
dit ors,  when,  in  fact,  the  financial  concerns  of  the  6o« 
vernment  were  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condition 
than  at  the  present  moment.  We  are  left  free  to  appro* 
priate  liberally  to  objects  of  national  importance,  and  it 
would  be  no  apology  to  say,  we  cannot  fulfil  the  public 
expectations  because  we  are  in  debt.  We  are  pressing 
our  creditors,  not  they  us.  Mr,  S.  concluded  by  saying, 
there  was  no  reason  to  sell  this  stock  to  pay  the  public 
debt,  and  it  had  been  clearly  shewn,  by  other  gentlemen, 
that,  in  every  other  point  of  view,  it  was  impolitic^he 
therefore  hoped  that  this  subject,  and  the  public  mind, 
would  be  put  at  rest,  by  a  prompt  and  emphatic  rejection 
of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he  had  not 
risen  to  debate  the  question  at  all  :  for  he  believed  that 
whatever  otlier  opinions  might  be  held  as  to  the  resolu-' 
tion,  all  must  unite  with  him  in  thinking  that  it  was  not 
at  all  well-timed.  I  was  in  hopes,  said  Mr.  R.  that  we 
should  meet,  despatch  the  necessary  public  buuness,  artd 
return  to  our  respective  homes,  for  once,  as  early  this  year, 
as  the  Constitution  will  oblige  us  to  go  home  the  next. 
My  object  in  rising,  is  to  move,  (and  I  hope  niy  worthy 
colleague  will  excuse  me)  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  ta* 
ble,  with  the  view  of  not  taking  it  up  again  at  the  present 
session.  J^lr.  R.  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
Uble. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New-York,  asked  for 
the  yeas  artd  yeas,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Tiie  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  the  resolution 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  FORT  said  that  there  was  no  gentleman  who  had 
a  greater  desire  tiian  he  had,  that  tiie  time  of  the  House 
should  not  be  unnecessarily  consumed,  and  that  this 
question  sliould  receive  a  prompt  decision.  He  could 
not  however  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Va.  who 
had  just  taken  his  S3at,  that  the  resolution  was  ill-timed  ; 
he  thought  it  well'timed^)xt  it  was  a  question  which' 
ought  to  be  settled  as  speedily  as  possible.  He  believ- 
ed the  general  sense  of  the  House  Was  ag^ust  the  pro-' 
position.  Nevertheless,  the  discussion  of  it  was  not 
useless  or  improper,  as  the  nation  would  look  to  the 
debates  of  this  House,  as  to  a  proper  source  from 
whence  to  derive  information  on  the  subject.  He  rose 
with  a  view  to  advocate  the  resolution,  but  in  doing  so, 
he  felt  great  difficuliy  and  great  embarrassment,  as  he 
must  follow  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
who  had  given  to  the  subject  the  investigation  of  a  mas- 
ter,  and  had  presented  his  view  of  it  in  so  ingenious 
and  eloquent  a  manner.  He  thought  the  argument  of 
that  gentleman  had  net  yet  been  refuted  ;  he  bad 
rested  his  calculations  on  a  malhemetical  bans^  but 
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they  had  not  yet  been  met :  those  who  had  attempted 
to  meet  them  had  not  drawn  their  topics  of  ar{<^- 
roent  from  the  deductions  ot  arithmetic,  that  sure» 
unerring  guide,  which  never  deceives  those  who  rely 
upon  it,  nor  leads  to  a  false  conclusion.  I'he  gentle- 
man, said  Mr.  F.  has  given  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
whole  subject— he  has  treated  it  with  the  skill  ot  a 
roaster,  and  who  shall  venture  to  fuUuw  him  ?  The  sub- 
ject was  confessedly  one  of  great  obscurity  :  it  has  puz- 
sled  the  wise,  and  the  fool  need  not  be  asiiamed  to  con- 
fess his  ignorance  of  it.  Yet  he  thought  it  might  be 
still  farther  simplified.  What  was  the  nature  of  this  in- 
stitution ?  when  was  it  chartered  f  and  for  what  pur- 
pose  }  and  what  was  the  condition  of  the  national  cur- 
rency when  it  first  went  into  operation  ?  The  currency 
was  in  a  broken  and  confused  situation — the  various 
kinds  of  paper  wm  made  payable  at  short  distances  of 
time,  and  credit  was  very  generally  impaired.  To  re- 
medy this  state  of  things,  and  to  aid  the  Goveniroent  in 
its  financial  operations,  a  National  Bank  was  created, 
with  a  capital  of  thir^-five  millions  of  dollars.  This 
amount  was  thought  to  be  very  large,  and  fears  were 
entertained  that  so  much  .stock  would  never  find  pur- 
chasers at  its  par  value.  Those  who  felt  these  appre 
heosions  reasoned  from  principles  which  bad  been  now 
so  ably  laid  down  in  relation  to  the  proportion  between 
demand  and  supply.  To  aid  in  the  disposal  of  this 
•tock,  the  Government  took  it  to  the  amount  of  seven 
millions,  and  received  from  the  Bank  a  bonus  of  |1, 500, 
000.  (On  this  subject  some  dispute  had  arisen,  but  it 
bad  finally  been  decided  that  the  Bank  bad  a  right  to 
give  this  sum. )  What  was  the  result  of  the  experiment  ? 
Twenty  eight  roillioos  of  the  Stock  was  thrown  into  the 
market  in  one  day.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  finding 
purchasers  ?  Did  the  Stock  sell  >  It  was  a  time  of  great 
pecuniary  distress :  did  this  .prevent  the  sale  f  The 
whole  amount  was  bought  up  almost  as  soon  as  it  was 
offered  in  market.  What  a  comment  did  this  fact  fur- 
nish on  the  prencnt  fears  of  gentlemen  !  When  it  is 
proposed  to  sell,  we  are  told  the  market  will  be  glutted, 
somI  down  goes  tlie  Stock.  Nay,  as  soon  as  the  propo- 
sal is  heard  of,  down  will  go  the  Stock.  But  can  youj  at 
this  time,  glut  a  nnarket  with  seven  millions,  which,  so 
long  ago,  took  twenty-eight  millions  without  the  least 
difficulty?  We  are  told  that  the  value  of  stock  is  a 
moral  connderation— that  its  value  depends  much  on 
whether  the  charter  is  to  continue  { and  tliat,  if  this  is  not 
likely  to  be  the  case,  it  will  be  of  the  less  value,  because 
therein  a  difficulty  in  closing  the  concerns  of  the  Bank* 
But  if  the  holders  of  Stock  are  under,  an  erroneous  im- 
pression as  to  the  probability  of  the  cliarter's  being  re- 
newed, the  sooner  they  arc  undeceived,  the  better.  Is 
it  not  due  to  them  at  once  to  sav,  that  Grovernmeut  is  un- 
der no  obligation  to  renew  it  r  Certainly.  When  the 
period  for  its  renewal  comes,  those  who  shall  occupy  seats 
in  this  House  will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  renewing ; 
not  from  any  obligation  they  are  supposed  to  lie  under 
to  i-enew  it,  but  from  considerations  drawn  from  their 
views  of  the  good  of  the  nation.  The  gentleman  from 
Slassacbusetts  has  told  us,  that,  before  the  old  Bank  ex- 
pired, its  Stock  rose  to  140  per  cent,  by  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  institution.  It  this  be  so,  what  security  have 
we,  tliat  the  bubble  will  not  again  burnt  ?  What  certain- 
ty have  we,  that  the  present  advance  of  23^  per  cent,  is 
not  also  the  consequence  of  some  mismanagement .'  Who 
are  the  dealers  in  Stock  ?  and  why  does  Stocks  rise  and 
fii]|,so  that  by  tlieir  fluctuations  whole  fortunes  are  often 
•wept  away  ?  The  reason  is  plan  :  There  are  a  few  per- 
sons who  know  the  causes  of  the  changes  in  price,  while 
the  great  mass  of  the  holders  know  noUiing  at  all  of  the 
matter,  and  are  left  to  the  mere  mercy  of  events.  But, 
if  the  Bank  is  really  so  situated  that  the-  nation  oan  know 
AOthiog  of  its  concerns,  the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it,  the 


better.  The  nation  is  n  mere  Stockholder  in  the  Bank, 
It  has,  as  such,  ail  the  rights  of  any  other  Stockholder, 
and  may  sell  out  its  interest  whenever  it  may  think  it 
most  expedient  to  do  so.  But,  what  right  have  we  to 
suppose  that  the  holders  of  the  Stock  do  not  tficmselves 
know  its  true  value  ?  The  selling  off  of  our  poriion  of 
the  Stock  can  have,  if  any,  but  a  very  trivial  effect, 
Out^  selling  out  of  our  Stock  cannot  justly  be  interpre- 
ted ss  a  proof  that  the  Government  have  withdrawn  llieir 
protection  from  the  Bank  ;  there  is  no  gentlenum  here 
who  thinks  of  touching  the  charter  daring  the  period 
it  has  to  run — and  the  buyer  of  the  Stock  knows  this. 
He  goes  into  the  market  with- his  wits  about  him.  l)o 
gentlemen  suppose  that  the  buyer  of  Uiis  Stock  is  in 
ienorance  of  what  is  transacted  here-?  And  why  do 
they  suppose  he  will  fear  to  purchase  «  if,  while  7  mil- 
lions of  the  Public  Stock  is  taken  out  of  it,  by  paying  so 
much  of  the  Public  Debt,  the  same  amount  is  thrown 
into  it  by  the  sale  of  our  Bank  Stock  ?  Surely,  by  such 
a  transaction,  the  market  will  virtually  be  left  as  it  is  at 
present  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  the  Stockholders 
purchased  with  the  understanding  that  the  Government 
would  continue  to  hold  its  Stock  in  the  Bank.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  to  be  anticipated  that  ttie  Government 
would  sell  out  during  the  present  year.  But  tlie  ques- 
tion of  its  value  is  a  matter  of  very  simple  calculation. 
According  to  the  security  of  payment,  and  the  rate  of 
interest  paid,  so  will  be  the  price  of  the  Stock  in  market. 
Our  citizens  sre  not  going  to  be  deceived.  We  have 
thrown  enough  into  the  market  to  test  its  value,  and 
that  value  is  well  ascertained. 

I  have,  however,  no  desire  longer  to  consume  the  time 
of  the  House,  nor  should  I  have  said  what  1  now  have, 
had  I  conceived  that  the  same  view  of  the  subject  hsd 
been  gpiven  by  others. 

Bir.  HAMILTON  said  that,  afler  the  discussion  which 
the  subject  had  received,  and  all  that  had  been  said,  and 
so  well  said,  he  should  not  have  been  disposed  to  pro- 
tract, in  any  degree,  a  debate,  out  of  which  little  practi- 
cal usefulness  w«s  likely  to  arise,  if  some  observations, 
looking  to  ulterior  consequences' of  no  small  moment; 
had  not  fallen  from  some  of  tlic  gentlemen  who  had  en- 
tered into  the  discussion,  which  he  thought  did  not  be- 
long either  to  the  crisis  or  to  the  subject  itsejif.  He 
should,  otlier wise,  have  contented  himself  with  a  silent 
vote  in  the  negative,  however  highly  he  respected  the 
motives  of  the  mover  of  the  proposition,  and  have  rested 
the  vindication  of  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  ou  the 
unanswerable  argument  which  his  colleagues  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  MasMachusetts  (Mr.  Gorhak)  had  presented 
of  this  subject. 

But  gentlemen  had  nut  stopped  where  this  question 
properly  ended ;  the  course  which  they  had  taken  in 
their  argument,  had  seemed  almost  to  imply,  that  the 
decision  of  the  present  question  had,  if  not  a  direct,  at 
least  a  remote  connexion  with  a  larger  and  more  im- 
portant inquiry  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  a  renewal  of 
the  cliarter  of  the  Bunk  of  the  United  States.  Now» 
for  one,  he  wished  this  kept  entirely  out  of  view  ;  and 
he  protested,  in  Ununt,  against  either  the  discussion  or 
vote  of  the  House  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  being  considered  as  an  indication  ot  the 
feelings,  much  less  a  commitment  of  the  opinion  of 
this  body,  to  which  no  such  question  even  indirectly 
belongs  ^nd  which  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
requires  should  be  an  open  question,  to  be  decided  by 
those  who  are  to  come  afler  us,  with  a  knowledge  am- 
plified and  corrected  by  the  experience  of  eight  ypara 
to  come.  He  was  aware  that  it  woidd  be  a  large,  he 
mi^ht  almost  say  a  momentous  question,  perhaps  in  a 
period  of  peace  the  most  so  of  any  which  was  likely  to 
agitate  this  Confederacy  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  cei>- 
tury«    He  was  nware  that  this  gigantic  institution,  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  Spates,  wo<ild  be  brouglit  to  a  stnct 
account ;  that  it  would  be  inquired  how  it  had  discharg^- 
ed  the  high  purposes  for  which  it  was  created  $  wheth- 
er it  had,  indeed,  given  us  a  uniform  currency,  copious 
and  healthful;  whether  it  had  equaliied  the  exchange 
of  the  country,  and  had  applied,  at  the  periods  it  was 
rnost  wanted,  a  remedy  to  one  of  the  severest  evils  that 
can  beCill  a  community  at  all  advanced  in  civilization 
and  tiie  arts — a  decreasing  circulating  medium.  These 
were  questions,  he,  fur  one,  w^  willing  to  leave  with 
those  who  would  be  called  upon  to  decide  them,  as 
well  as  the  vast  and  complicated  relations,  constitutional 
and  political,  which  belonged  to  the  whole  topic. 

It  was  true  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  McDamE)ihad 
expressed  bis  satifaction  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia should  have  indicated  his  belief  that  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  renewed. 
He,  Mr.  H.,  would  not  say  that  such  a  sentiment  was  not 
founded  on  enlarged  considerations  of  national  policy, 
but  he  would  undertake  to  say  this,  that,  without  public 
sentiment  in  the  State  from  which  they  both  came,  un- 
dcrwent  some  change,  before  this  question  came  up  for 
consideration,  if  he  and  his  colleague  entertiined  such 
opinions  then,  he  rather  thought  their  constituents  would 
be  apt  to  depute  some  other  agents  than  themselves,  to 
represent  their  sentiments  on  this  subject,  however  high- 
ly and  justly  the  constituents  of  his  friend  and  colleague 
appreciated  his  (Mr.  McD's.)  public  services.  The 
truth  was  not  to  be  concealed,  that  in  all  those  States  in 
wliich  the  income  of  the  Government  vastly  exceeds  its 
local  expenditures,  the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  felt  with  more  or  less  severity  and  incon- 
venience ;  on  the  other  hand,  in  tliose  States  where  the 
Government  spends  locally  a  greater  part  of  what  it  col- 
lectSy  the  operation  of  this  institution  i&  not  only  compara- 
tively innocent,  but  beneficial  South  Carolina  happens, 
unfortunately,  to  be  in  the  former  predicament,  out  of 
that  very  Cimdiuon  of  things  which  he  liad  indicated, 
and,  although  the  liank  of  the  U.  States  was  a  mere  instru- 
ment, it  was  very  natural  for  those  who  were  writhing  un- 
der the  exhaustion,  to  find  fault  with  the  organ  of  suction 
]tself,and  in  the  agony  arising  from  taking  the  medicament, 
not  to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  its  sanative  influence. 

Tliere  was  another  point  in  this  discussion  against 
which  he  would  enter  his  protest,  and  that  was  the  in- 
fluences that  were  employed  from  abroad,  for  begetting 
un  extraordinary  sensitiveness  in  this  Houss  that  any 
allusion  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  con- 
nexion of  the  Government  with  it,  was  a  most  serious 
derangement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  country. 
Some,  gentleman  seemed  to  think  this  subject  was  only 
to  be  touched  by  the  practised  hand  of  a  fundholder ; 
that  a  man  of  plain  sense  and  common  honesty  was  not 
to  approach  it ;  and  above  all,  it  was  eminently  mischiev- 
OHs  for  the  Representatives  of  the  People  to  entertain 
such  a  discussion,  or  inquire  into  our  interest  in  this  co- 
partnership, forsooth*  because  the  speculations  on 
'Change  might  be  suspended  for  a  day  or  two,  and  some 
over-grown  stock  jobber  reaUze  two  or  three  per  cent.  leas 
than  he  otherwise  would.  He  knew  well  that  a  plethoric 
fundholder  was  one  of  the  most  sensitive  mortals  upon 
the  fiice  of  the  earth  ;  that  he  considered  the  barometer 
of  'Cliange  Alley,  of  almost  as  much  value  as  tlie  scrip- 
tures \  and  a&ll  in  the  price  of  stock  nearly  as  severe  a 
calamity  as  the  entire  loss  of  the  sacred  writings.  Cob- 
bett  has  humorously  told  us,  that  nobody  can  touch  -  a 
ruffle  in  the  brocade  of  the  Old  Lady  in  Thread  needle 
Street,  as  he  calls  the  Bank  of  England,  witliout  giving 
her  a  fit  of  hysterics  and  setting  tlie  whole  country  in 
commotion.  We  seem  to  be  coming  to  the  same  state 
of  things.  But  this  is  not  all :  ray  friend  from  Virginia 
cannot  introduce  a  matter  involving^  a  mere  .financial 
question  of  profit  and  loss,  without  being  charged  with  a 
party  plot  of  the  worst  omens. 


Now,  sir,  although  this  gentleman  has  quite  wit 
enough  to  contrive,  and  quite  firmness  enough  to  carty 
into  eflTect,  a  tolerable  conspiracy  on  all  proper  occasions, 
he  has  too  much  honesty  to  be  engaged  in  any  that  are 
not  in  harmony  with  the  purity  and  integrity  of  his 
whole  life  ;  and  quite  too  much  wisdom  tfi  undertake  ft 
conspiracy,  without  preriously  providinff  conspirators^ 
wirich  he  seems  to  have  overlooked  in  this  matter  \  yet, 
depend  upon  it,  that  many  an  old  fundholder,  roasting 
his  feet  before  the  fire,  will  tremble  in  his  flannel  for  his 
plum,  and  no  doubt  exclaim — there,  you  set  bow  it  is  the 
moment  these  Jackson  men  have  got  possesion  of  the 
House  ;  away  goes  the  bank  of  the  United  States  **  sky* 
high,*' and  we  shall  next  see  the  " military  chieftain/' 
af^er  his  election,  making  his  way,  8W,ord  in  hand,  into 
the  vaults  of  the  Bank,  and  seizing  its  coflTers  as  his  espe- 
cial portion  of  the  booty  after  the  striSI^  and  victory.  Be 
quiet,  gentlemen*  Be  assured  we  do  not  mean  to  run 
our  heads  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States-^'aod 
this  our  vote  will  show. 

But,  sir,  to  be  serious,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  it  it 
an  evil  to  those  who  permanently  invest  in  the  stock  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  to  know  that  the  policy  of  that 
Institution  mny  sometimes  be  discussed  here,  however 
prejudicial  it  m&y  be  to  the  interests  of  those  who  speoU'* 
lute  in  its  scrip. 

If  our  silence  at  any  time  when  we  ought  to  speak 
gives  an  artificial  appreciation  to  this  stock,  it  ia  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  and  those  who  are  the  victims 
of  their  own  ignorance .  and  the  knavery  of  others,  who 
suffer,  and  who  will  be  sure  to  suffer,  if  any  false  deduc- 
tions are  made  from  the  sentiments  which  the  House  is 
about  to  pronounce  on  the  single  proposition  before 
them. 

That  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman^' 
I  need  scarcely  repeat,  and  for  reasons  which  are  at  once 
connected  with  considerations  that  carry  with  them  seme* 
what  the  force  of  a  moral  obligation  ;  reasons  which  were 
stated  with  unanswerable  force  by  my  colleague,  [Mr« 
Drattos]  which  mav  be  comprehended  in  a  single  see* 
tence,  to  wit :  that  it  entered  into  the  consideration  of 
the  l,50a,000  dollars  which  the  Bank  paid  the  United 
Sutes  as  bonus,  tliat  this  co.parbiership  should  continue 
during^  the  duration  of  the  charter. 

Besides,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  sale  of  tliat  portion  of  stock  which  the  Govern- 
ment holds,  would  be  attended  with  a  loss,  not  equivalent 
to  the  amount  conjectured,  but  q^uite  sufficient  to  render 
it  an  unthrifty  operation.  Nt)t,  mdeed,  that  seven  mil- 
lions of  stock  of  the  Bank  might  not  change  hands  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  without  a  material  depreciation  (  that 
is  to  say,  through  the  transactions  of  private  seUers  ;  but 
the  very  moment  the  Government  becomes  a  seller  in  the 
market,  it  would  be  taken  not  alone  as  a  conclusive  proof 
that  the  charter  was  not  to  be  renewed,  but  the  impre^ 
sion  would  be  created  that  even  the  facilities  which  the 
Government  ^ves  this  institution,  in  its  various  transsc* 
tions,  were  in  jeopardy,  tlie  veiy  moment  our  co-partner* 
ship  was  at  an  end  «  from  which  would  follow  a  ruinous 
depreciation  of  its  stock. 

I  say,  then,  let  this  institution  go  on  unembaiTMscd 
by  either  our  fears  or  prejudices  {  let  it  enjoy  all  those 
advantages  for  which  it  has  honestly  and  faithfully  paid 
a  full  equivalent.  And  whilst  we  are  provident  of  the 
present,  let  us  be  uncommitted  as  to  the  future. 

Mr.  WEBMS  said,  he  had  yesterday  opposed  the  mo* 
tion  for  adjournment  from  his  anxiety  to  see  the  questioe 
disposed  of,  and  had  not  intended  to  say  a  word  in  the 
debate  ;  but  since  it  had  been  discassed  to  day,  it  had 
presented  itself  to  his  mind  in  a  double  aspect.  One  of 
these  views  had  been,  in  a  great  measure,  anticipated,  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who  hsd  iust  taken 
his  seat  { he  would  therefore  curtjul  what  he  hsd  intended 
to  say  on  that  head.    He  joined  heartily  in  the  protest 
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•gainst  any  pledfre  being  derived  from  the  decision  of  the 
present  question,  as  to  what  this  House  would  do  when 
the  question  of  renewal  of  the  Hank  charter  should  come 
before  it.     He  held  that  the  House  would  be  under  no 
obligation  derived  from  this  source,  but  perfectly  free  and 
unfettered  as  to  granting  or  refusing.     He  Wlis  opposed 
to  the  resolution  $  not,  however,  because  he  held  the  sale 
of  Stock  to  be  any  violation  of  a  contract  with  the  Bank. 
The  contract  of  Government  with  the  Bank  contained 
two  specific  obligatbns  ;  first,  that  the  Government  shall 
supervise  the  manner  in  which  its  afiVurs  are  conducted. 
This  stipulation  was  separate  and  independent ;  it  was 
introduced  because  the  United  SUtes  were  to  nuke  all 
itsdepos'i<;  in  this  Bank.    But  a  second  stipulation  was, 
that  the  Government  should  have  a  share  in  the  direction, 
as  it  continued  bound  ta  superintend  also  tlie  liberties 
and  interests  of  the  American  People.    Should  a  mam- 
moth  institution  like  this   be  left   without  any  special 
guardianship  or  control,  it  might  possibly  become  an  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  some  ambitious  aspirant  to  put 
a  crown  upon  his  head  and  ruin  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ness of  this  People.     The  next  stipulation  was,  that  the 
United  States  should  hold  one  fifth  part  of  the  stock  of 
the  Bank.     As  a  stockholder,  however,  she  has  clearly  a 
right  to  sell  out  whenever  she  shall  cieem  it  expedient  for 
her  fixed  interest  to  do  so.    We  are  told  i  n  the  volume 
of  truth,  ■'  all  things  are  lawful  to  me,  but  all  things  are 
not  expedient."    The  sale  was  lawful,  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  it  as  not  being  expedient— and  of  this  he  did 
not  despair  to  convince  the  getleman  from  Virginia  from 
the  arguments  he  had  himself  employed.    That  gentle* 
man  had  shewn  that  the  price  ot  the  stock  depends  upon 
the  abundance  of  the  means  to  purchase  it,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  other  investment,  and  had  correctly  insisted 
that  if,  while  United  SUtes  stock  is  diminished  by  redemp- 
tion of  the  Public  Debt,  the  means  of  other  investments 
are  supplied  by  throwing  so  much  Bank  stock  into  mar- 
ket, no  great  difference  in  the  state  of  the  market  was 
justly  to  be  apprehended*     There  might  perhaps  be  a 
temporary  depresaon  in  the  price  of  this  stock,  but  it 
would  be  on^y  temporary  and  transient ;  to  so  much  of  the 
jpentleaian's  argument  he  entirely  agreed.    Another  point 
of  the  argument  wa%  that,  in  proportion  as  the  Public 
Debt  was  paid  off,  the  opportunities  of  investment  en- 
joyed by  the  public  creditors,  ought  to  be   increased. 
This  also  was  true  as  a  general  position.     But  were  they 
not  abundant,  and  daily  incrcksing  ?    This  was  a  mo- 
ment of  vast  speculation  in   undertakings  of  all  sorta 
The  stocks  in  market  were  almost  innumerable:    Ma- 
nu&cturing  associations,   canal  companies,   road   com- 
panies, &c.  &c.,  were   all  competitors  for  the  loose 
and  floating  capital  of  the  nation.     This  was,  there- 
Ibre,  a  most  unpropitious  moment  at  which  to   offer  our 
stock  for  sale.     The  modes  of  investment  were  already 
possessed— and,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  doc- 
trine, in  relation  to  demand  and  supply,  the  stock  could 
not  be  expected  now  to  hold  its  price.     But  should  Gov- 
ernment wait  til)  these  several  stocks  were  in  a  good  de- 
gree taken  up,  the   United  States'  Bank  Stock  might  be 
offered  with  much  better  prospects  of  a  profitable  sale«^ 
Instead  of  23  percent,  it  might  then  bring  50,  and  even 
60  per  cent,  advance. 

This  view  of  tl>e  subject  was,  he  thought,  sufficient 
to  show  that  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion. He  had  ever  been  ii  friend  to  the  Bank,  but  he 
did  not,  nevertheless,  believe  that  Government  were  at 
all  bound  t6  hold  the  stock  any  longei  than  it  might  be 
for  its  pecuniary  advantage. 

Mr.  S.  WOOD,  of  New  York,  next  addressed  the 
House  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  After  recapitula- 
ting  the  fiscal  calculations  on  whicli  the  mover  placed  the 
expectiency  of  the  sale,  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  show  that 
the  supposed  gain  oi  1^600,090  dollars  .would  not  be 


realised.  The  gentleman  had  stated  only  the  cttdk 
side  of  the  accoimt,and  seemed  to  forget  that,  by  selling 
out  our  7  millions,  we  parted  with  a  capital  which  would 
continue  to  yield  an  annual  interest  of  70,000  doDars. 
Here  Mr.  W.  went  into  a  long  calculation,  the  result  of 
which  was  understood  to  be,  that,  allowing'  the  stvck  to 
retain  its  price  at  33  per  cent,  advance,  the  United 
States  would  gain  by  the  sale  only  453,000  dollazs,  in- 
stead of  1,600^000  dolUrs. 

He  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  probability  of  the 
stock's  reUining  its  price,  and  contended,  that  such  a 
supposition  was  disproved  by  the  gentleman's  own  pnn- 
ciples.  He  said,  that  the  stock  derived  its  value  prin- 
cipally from  the  permanency  and  security  which  beJong^eid 
to  it.  The  3  per  cents,  were  high,  because  they  bad 
long  to  run,  but  the  United  SUtes^Bank  stock,  instead  of 
being  secure  for  even  eight  years,  might  be  redeemed  to- 
morrow. He  denied  that  the  price  <?  this  stock  preaent- 
ed  any  strong  temptation  to  capitalists.  It  waa  worthy 
by  tlie  gentleman's  own  shewing,  but  about  4f  per  cent. 
but  there  were  steamboat  and  canal  slocks  in  abundance, 
almost  any  of  which  offered  a  more  inviting  prospect. 
But,  besides  this  competition  for  investment,  the  gentle. 
man  had  not  warranted  his  wares ;  he  had  also  prudently 
shielded  himself  ht>m  any  liability  to  which  he  might  have 
been  subjected,  by  a  concealment  of  their  de^cts  «  he 
had  put  the  purcKasers  on  their  guard  against  ascribing 
too  much  value  to  the  stockf  from  a  hope  dt  the  exten- 
sion of  the  time  of  redemption,  by  apprising  them  oif  his 
hostility  to  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter  { that  this 
was  honest  and  honorable,  although  not  calculated  to  en- 
hance the  price  of  the  article.  Many  other  stocky  while 
they  yielded  a  larger  dividend,  promised  a  much  better 
prospect  of  permanency. 

Mr.  W.  next  dwelt  on  tlie  probability  of  the  price  be- 
ing purposely  depressed  by  the  combination  of  money 
dealers,  and  went  into  a  series  of  statements,  going  to 
shew  the  prospects  of  profit  under  various  aupposable 
degrees  of  depression.  He  concluded  this  calculation 
and  the  arguments  connected  with  it,  by  shewing  a 
strong  probability  of  loss,  instead  of  gain,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  selling. 

He  then  went  into  some  observations  of  a  mere  gene. 
ral  character.  The  first  had  reference  to  the  probabil. 
ity  of  the  charter  being  renewed.  He  regretted  this 
topic  had  been  introduced  at  all  ;it  was  calculated  to 
affect  the  national  credit,  than  which  nothing  was  more 
delicate  or  more  easily  injured  He  adverted  to  a  saying  of 
Mr.  Crawford,  that  there  never  had  been  an  instance,  in 
which  a  lej^slative  body  attempted,  by  legislation,  to  re- 
gulate the  national  currency,  in  which  they  had  not  com- 
pletely failed.  In  this  matter,  mere  theory  was  incfiTee- 
tual  and  deceptive  ;  experience  alone  could  be  relied - 
on. 

He  then  drew  a  striking  picture  of  the  gloomy  state 
of  the  public  resources  during  the  late  war,  and  the  con- 
trast prodticed  in  two  years  by  the  operation  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  during  which  time  the  amount  of  paper  cur- 
rency had  fallen  from  one  hundred  an<!  ten  millions  to 
fifty  three  millions.  He  enlarged  on  the  salutary  influ- 
ence of  this  institution,  in  regulating  the  issues  of  the 
local  banks,  and  yet  in  treating  them  with  all  reasonable 
indulgence.  It  was  not,  he  insisted,  in  the  power  of  this 
Bank  to  be  oppressive  in  its  operations  { the  Government 
had  a  complete  and  constant  control  over  all  its  proceed- 
ipgs,  and  could,  in  a  moment,  <;orrect  any  abuse,  should 
it  ever  be  attempted.  He  x^^^d  a  merited  compliment 
to  the  gentleman  who  presides  over  the  exchequer,  (Mr. 
M*Ouprix,  Chairman  of  the  Comm'ittee  of  Ways  and 
Means^)  for  the  honorable  sentiments  he  had  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  introduction  of  party  bitterness  into  such  a 
discussion  as  this.  Such  sentiments  were  worthy  of  the 
station  he  occupied,  and  added,  that  he  should  as  soon 
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have  expected  that  a  reversioner,  who  had  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  estate  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
the  tenant  for  years,  would  commit  waste^  as  that  that 
honorable  g^entleman  would  lay  violent  hands  on  any  of 
our  national  estabKshments.  He  gave  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  (Mr.  Bxkbour,)  full  credit  for  the  purity  of 
his  motives,  but  proposed  other  modes,  which  he  thought 

Preferable  for  accomplishing  the  object  he  professed  to 
ave  in  view  ;  and  went  into  a  calculation  to  shew  the 
mtes  of  profit  which  might  be  made  by  the  issue  of  a  new 
stocky  supposing  it  to  bear  4,  4i,  and  5  per  cent,  interest. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  the  resolution 
would  be  rejected. 

'*The  Question"  was  now  loudly  demanded  from  all 
sides  of  the  House  ;  when 

Mr.  BARBOUR  rose  to  make  some  concluding  re- 
marks in  reply.  He  was  not,  be  said,  in  tlie  habit  of  in- 
truding himself  upon  the  attention  of  the  House,  after 
hearing  a  general  call  for  the  question,  such  as  had  just 
been  made;  but  he  would,  on  this  occasion,  ask  leave  to 
offer  one  or  two  observations,  and  to  present  some  ac- 
curate calculations,  by  aid  of  which  the  views  of  the  gentle 
men  who  had  opposed  the  resolution  might  be  traced 
to  their  actual  results.  As  to  the  great  alarm  which  seemed 
to  prevail,  in  regard  to  the  depression  in  the  price  of  the 
stocky  it  might  at  once  be  obviated  by  introducing  in  the 
bill  which  provided  for  the  sale  a  limitation  of  the  price 
at  which  it  should  be  effected  :  a  minimum,  which 
would  effectually  guard  against  any  depi*e8sion  below 
that  point. 

{Mr.  B.  then  went  into  a  calculation,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  obviate  the  positions  taken,  with  a  view  to 
shew  that  no  profit  would  result  from  the  sale.  But  as 
we  should  do  injustice  to  his  statement,  by  giving  it  in 
an  inaccurate  or  partial  manner,  and  as  it  is  next  to  impos- 
sible to  give  a  perfect  report  of  arithmetical  statements 
from  the  ear  alone,  we  must  omit  this  part  of  his  re- 
marks.] 

As  to  the  general  principles  which  had  been  advanced 
on  the  other  side,  he  would  not  detain  the  House  save 
by  a  single  remark  i  and  that  was,  that  if  he  could  for 
one  moment  believe,  that,  by  introducing  the  present 
measure,  he  was  in  the  remotest  manner  touching  the 
pledged  faith  of  the  Nation,  the  resolution  would  have 
fiillen  still-born  from  his  hand.  That  faith  which  holds 
together  the  moral  as  well  as  the  political  world,  he 
would  never  violate.  Complaints  had  also  been  made, 
that,  by  effecting  such  a  sale,  the  Government  would 
treat  the  Bank  unjustly.  This,  also,  was  what  he  would 
never  be  guilty  of;  but  was  this  complaint  well  founded? 
Gentlemen  spoke  of  the  great  advantages  conferred  by  the 
Bank  on  the  Government, and  speak  as  though  we  were  un- 
der obligations  of  gratitude  to  that  Institution.  Obligations 
of  gratitude  !  And  are  we,  as  stockholders,  to  be  bound 
on  this  consideration  ?  The  benefits  have  at  least  been 
fully  reciprocated.  Nay,  the  deposites  alone  of  the  im- 
mense funds  of  the  nation  were  an  abundant  compensation. 
We  place  in  the  hands  of  this  institution  an  annual  amount 
of  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  to  all  persons  conversant  in  banking  operations, 
that  cash  in  the  vaults  of  a  bank  forms  almost  as  efficient 
«  fund  on  which  to  proceed,  as  the  stock  itself.  It  is  true 
this  amount  is  liable  to  be  called  for  by  its  owners  at  any 
moment :  but  it  generally  happened  that,  while  sums  were 
drawn  out  by  some,  they  were  deposited  by  otliers,  and 
that  one  so  nearly  balanced  the  other,  that  the  bpecie  in 
the  yaults  had  very  truly  been  said  to  cliange  its  owners 
much  more  freqoently  than  its  place.  The  Government, 
too,  can  borrow  money  at  five  and  four  and  a  half  per 
centum,  and  might  even  get  it  at  fourper  centum.  The 
Bank  had  seemed  by  its  charter  the  important  privilege 
of  receiving  six  per  cent  interest  on  all  the  notes  discount- 
ed.by  it»  wnicb  privilege  wm  secured  for  twenty  years. 


And  tliough  the  rate  of  stock  may  be  diminished  by  the 
mismanagement  of  the  institution,  that  is  not  to  be  charged 
to  the  Government,  and  does  not  enter  into  the  considera- 
tion of  gratitude.  Besides,  this  Bank  is  a  kind  of  mono- 
poly of  the  advantages  derived  from  Government ;  for  the 
Government  is  bound  to  charter  no  other  Bank  within  the 
United  States,  unless  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
B.  concluded,  with  declaring  that  though  he  would  never 
be  the  conscious  instrument  of  violating  in  any  mannor 
the  fiiith  of  the  Government,  he  did  not  think  that  the* 
Bank  could  make-any  just  complaint  so  long  as  it  contin- 
ues to  get  more  than  an  equivalent  for  all  the  advantages 
ever  derived  from  its  institution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  by  Yeas  and  Nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mark  Alexander,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Henry 
Daniel,  John  Floyd,  of  Ya.  Tondinson  Fort,  Tbomas  U. 
Hall,  Joseph  Lecompte,  John  Roane,  Daniel  Turner — 9. . 
NAYS— William   Adams,    Samuel    C.  Allen,  Willis 
Alston,  John  Anderson,  Samuel  Anderson,  William  S. 
Archer,  William  Armstrong,  John  Bailey  John  Baldwin^ 
Noyes  Barber,  David  Barker,  jr.  Daniel   D.   Barnard^ 
John  Barney,  D.  L.  Barringer,  Ichabod  Bartlett,  .Mor- 
decai  Bartley,  Isaac  C.  Bates,    Edward    Bates,    Phile- 
mon Beecher,  John  Bell,  John  Blair,  Thomas  H.  Blake, 
Titus  Brown,  John  H.  Bryan,  James  Buchanan,  R.  A. 
Buckner,  Daniel  A.  A.    Buck,  Rudolph  Bunner,  Tns-. 
tam  Burges,  Samuel  Butman,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Sam- 
uel P.  Carson,   John   Carter,    Samuel    Chase,    N.    H. 
Claiborne,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Clark,  Lewis  Condict, 
Henry  W.  Conner,  Richard  Coulter,  W.  Creighton,  jr. 
David  Crockett,  B.  W.  Crowninshield,  John  Culpeper, 
Thomas  Davenport,  John  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,, 
J.  J.  De  Graff,  Robert  Desha,  J.  T.  Dickerson,  Wil- 
liam Drayton,  Joseph    Duncan,  H.  W.  D wight,  Jonas 
Earll,  jr.  Edward  Everett,  James  Findlay,  John  Floyd, 
of  Geo.    Chauncey    Forward,    Joseph    Fry,    Nathaniel 
Garrow,  George  R.    Gilmer,    Benjamin  Gorham,  Innis 
Green,  Henry  H.  Gurley,  John  Ilallock,  jr.  James  Ham- 
ilton, jr.  Jonathan  Harvey,  Charles  £.  Haynes,  Joseph 
Healy,  Selah  R.    Hobbie,   James   L.  Hodges,    Gabriel 
Holmes,  Jonathan  Hunt,    Ralph  J.    IngersoU,    Samuel 
D.  Ingham,  Jacob  C.  Isacks,    Jonathan    Jennings,  Je- 
romus  Johnson,  Kensey  Johns,  jr.  Richard  Keese,  Ad- 
am King,  George  Krcmer,  Joseph  Lawrence,  Prior  Lea, 
Isaac  Leffler,  Jtobert  P.  Letcher,    Peter    Little,  John 
Locke,  John  Long,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  Chittenden  Ly- 
on,  John    Magee,  John    H.    Mambie,    Henry  Markell, 
Henry  C.  Martindale,  William  D.  Martin,  Dudley  Mar- 
vin, Lewis  Maxwell,  John  Maynard,  William    McCoy, 
George  McDuffie,    Robert   McHatton,  Rufus  Mclntir<^, 
Samuel  McKean,  John  McKee,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Or- 
range  Merwin,  Thomas  Metcalfe,  Daniel  H.  Miller,  Charles 
Miner,  John  Mitchell,Ths.R.Mitcbell| Gabriel  Moore, Willi- 
am T.NuckoUs,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  Jeremiah  O'Brien^  Rob- 
ert Orr,  jr.  George  W.  Owen,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Elisha 
Phelps,  Isaac    Pierson,  David   Plant,   James  K.  Polk, 
William  Ramsay,  John  Reed,  Joseph  Richardson,  Wil- 
liam C.  Rives,  William   Russell,  Lemuel   Sawyer,    A. 
H.  Shepperd,  John   Sloane^  Alexander   Smyth,  Peleg 
Sprague,  Michael  C.  Sprigg,  W  lliam  Staiiberry,  John 
B.  Sterigere,  Andrew  Stewart,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  John 
G.  S tower,  James  Strong,  Samuel  Swann,  Benjamin  Swift, 
Joel  B.  Sutherland,  John  W.  Taylor,  Hedge  Thompson, 
Wiley  Tliompson,  Phineas  L.  Tracy,  James  Trezvant, 
Ebenezer  Tucker,  Starling  Tucker,  Joseph  Vance,  Espy 
Van  Horn,  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Varnum,  G.  C .  Ver- 
planck,  SHmuel  F.  Vinton,    George  E.  Wales,    Aaron 
Ward,  G.  C.  Washington,    John  C.    Weems,  Thomas 
Whipple,  jr.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Charles  A.  Wickliffe, 
Lewis  Williams,  James  Wilson,  Joseph  F.  Wingate,  John 
J.  Wood^  Silas  Wood,  John  Woods,  David  Woodcock, 
Geo.Wolf,SiU8Wright,jr.Jno.C,Wright,JoclYancey-ir4. 
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So  the  retolutioA  was  muscTBH. 
The  Home  adjourned  till  Mondajri 

MoniAT,  Dxc.  34  1837. 
OLD   SEDITION  LAW* 

ilr.  HAMILTON  tubmiited  the  fbUowlngt 

Whereas  a  la#  Was  paaaed  by  the  Congress  of  the  Vni- 
ltd  SUtes,  approved  on  the  14th  July»  1798,  entitled 
'*  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United .  States;**  which  said 
act  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Sedition  law. 

Be  it  retolved.  That  the  said  law  was  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States^  by  '*  abridging  tlie  free- 
dom of  the  press." 

Be  itjurtner  reaohedf  That,  aascYeral  persons  were  in- 
dicted, convicted,  and  suffered  in  pecuniary  penalties  un- 
der this  law,  that  the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Means  be 
directed  to  report  a  bill  which  shall  make  full  provision 
for  fefifndinr  to  the  said  persons  the  amount,  with  lawful 
interest,  of  the- fines' which  they  may  liave  paid  to  the 
respective  Marshals  of  the  District  Courts  empowered  to 
levy  and  receive  the  same.  And  in  case  of  the  death  or 
the  absence  from  the  United  States,  of  any  of  the  said 
parties»  then  to  their  legal  representatives,  or  such  per> 
ton  or  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorised  to  receive  the 
same. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  the  House  to  consider,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  resolutions  which  he  had  just  had  Uie  ho- 
nor of  submitting.  His  object  was  rather  to  indicate  the 
lime  at  which  he  should  ask  such  a  consideration; 
fur  he  was  aware  that  the  resolutions  covered  too  much 
ground,  and  involved  too  many  dshcate  considemiions, 
botli  of  principle  and  expediency,  to  be  precipitately  dis- 
cussed. 

He  hoped  that,  as  an  act  of  justice  which  he  owed  to 
himself,  he  might  be  permitted  to  avow,  that,  in  moving 
m  this  matter,  he  was  influenced  by  no  desire  to  make 
the  past  subservient  to  any  purpose  of  contemporary  ex- 
citement. I'he  resolution  were  introduced  because  he 
believed  that  the  parties  who  had  suffered  in  pecuniar)' 
penalties  under  the  Seditioir  Law,  were  just  as  much 
entitled  to  have  the  fines  which  they  had  paid  refund- 
ed to  them,  as  an  ordinary  suitor  in  a  Court  of  Justice 
was  to  have  a  sum  of  money  refunded  to  him  which 
he  had  paid,  either  tiirough  fraud  or  mistake «  «nd,  in 
his  humble  opinion,  the  only  effectual  mode  of  offering 
a  fit  atonement  for  the  violation  inflicted  on  the  Consti- 
tution, by  the  passage  of  the  Sedition  Law,  was  to  make 
Hill  indemnity  to  those  who  had  suffered  by  its  enforce- 
ment. - 

The  question  was  one  purely  of  abstract  justice  and 
constitutional  law,  and,  as  such,  he  desired  to  present  it. 
He  challenged  the  fullest  discussion  and  freest  opposi- 
tion, and  had  jio  hesitation  in  declaring  that,  if,  in  the 
light  which  the  debate  was  calculated  to  elicit,  he  should 
be  convinced  that  he  was  sustaining,  on  principle,  an 
untenable  position,  he  would  be  the  first  to  relieve  the 
House  of  all  further  trouble  in  regard  to  the  resolutions, 
by  moving  to  withdraw  them.  But,  believing  precisely 
the  reverse,  all  he  asked  was  an  equal  frankness  on  all 
sides  of  the  House,  that  the  question  might  be  met,  not 
blinked  or  shunned,  and  finally,  openly,  and  manfully,Bet 
at  rest  forever. 

He  would,  therefore,  for  the  present,  move  that  the 
resolutions  be  printed,  and  lie  on  the  table,  and  would 
further  give  notice  that,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Janua- 
ry next.he  would  respectfully  ask  of  the  House  their  oon 
aideration. 

The  resolves  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  accord- 
ingly. 

The  House  adjourned. 


TauBSBAT,  Dxc- 37^  1827. 

REVOLUTtONARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  MINER, 
on  Mond«y  last,  was  taken  up  and  read. 

"  Hesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  befoi-e  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of  Mili- 
tary I^nd  Warrants  due  to  officers  and  Soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  which  remain  in  his  office  uncalled 
for,  designating  the  number  of  warrants  and  quantity  of 
land  due  to  the  line  of  each  State,  respectively.  And 
that  he  also  state  what  number  of  such  warrants  have 
issued  fh>m  the  War  Department  within  the  hat  five 
years." 

Mr.  CONDICT  suggested  a  dpubt  of  the  prudence  of 
such  a  measure  as  the  resolution  proposed.  If  the  in- 
formation sought  for  was  to  be  published,  the  interests  of 
those  whom  the  gentleman  wished  to  benefit  would  be  ex* 
posed  to  injury,  and  a  scene  of  speculation  take  place 
such  as  every  one  would  deprecate.  ■ 

Mr.  MINER  observed,  that  the  names  of  persons  enti- 
tled to  Militaxy  Bounty  Lands  were  not  asked  for  by  the 
resolution,  and  would  not,  of  course,  be  given.    The  in- 
formation sought  was, the  number  of  warrants  due  to  each 
Line  on  the  Continental  Establishment,  and  the  number 
of  warrants  issued  during  the  last  five  years.     At  the  Isst 
session,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  taken  occasion  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject;  and  on  his  motion 
a  resolution  was  adopted,  authorising  a  committee  to  in- 
Quire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for  sol- 
diers to  apply  for  their  warrants.  A  bill  was  reported*  and 
a  law  passed  for  that  purpose.     At  that  time  he  Icanied 
and  stated  tlte  extraordinary  fact,  that  there  were  no  less 
than  six  hundred  land  warrants  due  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line  alone.    The  prenumption  was  a  fair  one,  that  there 
was  a  proportionate  number  due  to  the  line  of  every  oth- 
er State,  exuting  at  the  Revolution ;   in  the  aggregate 
making  some  thousands  of  warrants,  embracing  some  of 
the  first  lands  in  Ohio.    In  this  point  of  view,  it  would 
be  seen  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable  imporunce.     My 
purpose,  said  Mr.  M.  in  asking  information  in  this  precise 
form,  was  to  attract  the  attention,  and  awaken  the  inters 
est  of  manv  members,  to  the  subject.     Each  gentleman, 
from  the  old  thirteen   States,  seeing  the  number  of  war- 
rants still  due  to  his  own  State,  would,  of  course,  feel  a 
more  lively  interest  in  the  matter,  than  he  would  do  to 
learn^  merely,  the  agg^gAte  number  of  warrants  due  to 
the  whole  army.    As  it  regarded  Pennsylvania,  he  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  the  subject  (  six  hundred  military  land 
^rarrants,  distributed  among  her  old  soldiers,  or  their  re- 
presentatives, would  carry  comfort  to  many  a  cottage.  It 
was  their  due.     It  was  the  price  of  their  toil  and  blood* 
and  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  withheld  from  them 
longer.     No  private  individual  would  feel  justified,  if  be 
had  title  papers,  or  property  of  another  in  bis  possessioa, 
of  which  that  other  person  was  ignorant,  in  remaining  si- 
lent, and  keeping  possession,  because  the  owner  did  not 
ask  for  that  which,  though  his  own,  he  was  ignorant  of. 
No,  sir,  an  honest  man  would  take  pains  to  inform  the 
rightfiil  owner — ^to  bring  home  to  him  a  knowledge  of  his 
rights,    Mr,  M.  thought  it  our  duty  to  do  so.  It  could  be 
rationally  accounted  lor,  that  such  a  lai^  number  of  land 
warrants  remained  due,  only  on  the  supposition  that  the 
persons  ownmg  them,  were  ignorant  or  their  just  chums: 
near  half  a  century  had  passed  away  ;  the  soldiers  living 
were  old  and  poor;  it  was  time  knowledge,  and  thereby 
justice,  should  be  brought  home  to  them.     That  it  waa 
Ignorance  of  their  rights  prevented  application  for  their 
Warrants,  was  partially  proved  by  a  fact  which  had  been 
stated  to  him.  A  gentleman  in  Maryland,  highly  remsf> 
table  and  intelligent,  did  not  obtain  a  warrant  due  hia^ 
ever  since  the  Revolution,  until  within  three  or  four 
yean^  accideBt  having  brought  to  him  a  |uK)wledge  of  his 
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rig^ht.  If  intelligent  men  were  ignorant,  the  ^oop  and 
unlettered  soldier  might  be  presumed  also  to  be  unin- 
formed of  his  just  claims.  Should  this  resolution  pass, 
said  Mr.  M.,  and  the  information  sought  be  obtained,  it 
was  my  intention  to  propose  another  measure,  that  i^  to 
give  information  in  every  State  of  the  names  of  persons 
entitled  to  land  warrants.  But  heretofore  the  War  De- 
partment had,  and  very  wisely,  kept  such  information  to 
itself,  lest  speculators' should  purchase  up  the  soldier'a 
rights  for  a  mere  trifle,  and  obtain  all  the  benefits  them- 
selves. If  information  should  be  publicly  given,  this  roust 
be  efTectualiy  guarded  against.  To  provide  such  safe- 
guard, at  the  same  time  that  information,  without  which 
the  soldiers  could  never  obtain  their  rights,  was  a  part  of 
his  plan.  He  would  provide  by  law  that  no  transfer 
should  be  valid  for  five  years,  nor  then,  unless  approved 
by  the  Governor  of  the  State  where  made,  as  the  guardian 
of  the  soldiers*^  rights.  With  such  provision,he  thought  the 
name  of  every  person  entitled  to  a  warrant  might  safe- 
ly be  made  public.  But  tltis  was  matter  for  future  con" 
sideration.  ^  No  such  publication  was  now  contemplated 
— no  such  information  was  now  asked  for.  The  informa- 
tion sought  by  the  resolution  could  neither  benefit  the 
speculator,  nor  injure  the  soldier.  It  would  be  general, 
and  of  a  character  he  thought  useftil  and  proper. 

Mr.  McCoy  opposed  the  resolution,  as  Kkcly  tq  be  pro- 
ductive of  more  harm  than  good.  Should  the  Secretary 
of  War  publish  the  names  of  these  warrantees,  it  would 
lead  to  something  worse  than  speculation:  it  would  pro-, 
duce  fraud  and  forgery.  He  could  not  see  the  use  of 
calling  for  such  a  list.  It  may  be  inspected  by  any  mem- 
ber at  pleasure,  on  the  books  of  the  Department.  Let 
gentlemen  examine  it  there,  and  if  they  found  the  names 
of  any  of  their  own  constituents,  they  would  convey  the 
information  to  them  in  a  private  manner,  and  thus  avoid 
the  dangers  which  would  necessarily  attend  a  publication 
of  the  names  to  all  the  world. 

Mr.  W  RIGHT,  of  Ohio,  presuming  the  gentleiqan  who 
moved  the  resolution  was  not  aware  that  a  similar  call  had 
been  made  a  few  sessions  ago,  called  his  attention  to  that 
fact;  and,  referring  him  to  the  documents  then  received 
from  the  Department,  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table,  at  leasi  till  the  gentleman  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  them. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on' 
the  table  accordingly. 

PROTECTION  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARTINDALE,  it  was 
Jtiesohedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings 
be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House,  wheth- 
er, any,  and,  if  any,what  proviMon  it  is  expedient  to  make 
by  law,  to  place  the.  public  buildings  and  paved  walks, 
constructed  at  the  National  expense,  under  the  supervi- 
sion and  protection  of  the  permanent  police  of  the  city$ 
or  whether  it  be  necessary  and  expedient  to  create  a  sep- 
arate and  distinct  authority,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  speci- 
ally to  watch  over  the  National  property  in  this  city,  and 
to  maintain  the  buildings  and  pavements  in  a atate  of  con- 
stant preservation  and  repair,  and  in  a  condition  suited 
to  the  purposes- of  their  original  construction  ;  or  wheth- 
er these  duties  have  already  been  devolved  upon  any 
agents  of  the  Government,  and  bow  they  have  been  per- 
formed. 

In  supporting  this  resolution,  the  mover  said,  that  it 
could  not  have  escaped  the  observation  of  evei^  gentle- 
man who  was  in  the  habit  of  walking  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  that  the  intention  of  erecting  and  paving  the 
side  walks  of  that  Avenue,  and  of  various  parts  of  the  pub- 
lic ground,  was  almost,  if  nut  wholly  defeated.  In  saving 
thi3,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  cast  censure  on  any  indi- 
vidual, or  on  any  public  body,  (for  he  did  not  know  him- 
self, under  whose  charge  these  works  are  executed,) 
but  merely  to  bring  the  fiicti  as  it  existed,  to  the  notice 


of  the  House.     It  was  a  fact,  that  liquid  mud,  to  a  con- 
\  siderable  depth,  covered  many  parts  of  these  pavements: 
'  by  which, the  very  end  for  which  so  lar^e  an  expense  bad 
been  incurred,  was  lost.    It  must,  he  said,  have  struck  the 
feelings  of  all  those  gentlemen  who  had  visited  the  otii- 
'  er  cities  of  the  Vnion,  when  they  passed,  from  the  neat- 
I  ness,  cleanliness,  and  comfort,  exhibited  in  the  state  of 
I  their  streets,  to  the  public  Avenues  of  a  City,  placed  by 
!  the  Constitution  unaer  the  immediate  care  and  inspection 
'  of  the  Goverivnent.  In  these  cities,  the  walks  were  kept 
in   a  state    of  decency,  and  comparative'  neatness,    by 
some  process  of  cleansing— and  it  was  certainly  very  de- 
sirable that  a  similar  syAem  should  be  introduced  here. 
With  this  view,  he  had  introduced  the  resolution  just 
read. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

MoiroAT,  DxcsK BX&  31,  1827. 
PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  MALLARY,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufitctures,  rose  in  bis  place,  and  said,  that,  by  direo- 
tion  of  that  Committee,  he  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

JReaohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be  vest* 
ed  with  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the  object  oC 
this  motion,  when 

Mr.  MALLARY  observed,  that,  in  submitting,  the  reso- 
lution, he  had  discharged  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the 
committee.  He  must  now  discharge  another, which  he  ow- 
ed to  himself,  in  declaring  that  the  resolution  was  not  one 
which  expressed  his  own  views  on  the  subject.  He  had 
opposed  it  in  the  committee,and  should  be  equally  oppoa* 
ed  to  its  adoption  by  the  House. 

Mr.  STRONG  said,  that  the  resolution  struck  him  as  of 
a  very  extraordinary  character.  His  impression,  with  re- 
gard to  it,  might  be  erroneous;  but  it  presented  itself  to 
his  mind  in  such  a  point  of  view  that  he  thought  the 
House  had  a  right  to  expect  that  some  member  of  the 
Committee  would  at  least  state  the  reasons  of  asking  a 
power  so  great  and  so  unusual.  He  presumed  there  must 
be  the  most  urgent  reasons  t»  have  induced  the  Commit- ' 
tee  to  request  of  this  House  authority  to  bring  an/ citizens 
of  the  United  States  before  them  whom  they  might  choose 
to  send  for,  and  compel  them  to  give  answers  to  every  in-< 
quiry  which  should  be  addressed  to  them.  If  such  reasons 
did  exist,  he  hoped  they  would  be  stated. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  asked  that  the  resolution  might  be 
again  read,  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Ml.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  St&oso)  that  the  resolutios^ 
proposed  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures^ 
was  one  of  extraordinary  character,  and-required  serioua 
consideration.  He  was  not  aware  that  a  demand  for  the 
like  powers  had  ever  been  miade  in  Congress  by  a  Com- 
mittee whose  duties  were  similar  to  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  since  the  organization  of  the 
Government.  Propo^iitions  for  a  grant  of  power  to  a  com- 
mittee to  send  fur  persons  and  papers,  had,  he  thought, 
hitherto  been  confined  to  committees  exercising  tiie  ju- 
dic'ud  power  of  the  House  ;  others  might  have  been  intro- 
duced, but,  if  so,  they  had  escaped  his  observation.  He 
wished  to  vote  on  the  question  itnderstandingly,  and  waa 
desirous  of  hearing  from  the  majority  of  the  committee  the 
reasons  which,  in  their  opinion,  rendered  the  proposition 
necessary,  and  what  object  was  to  be  attained.  The 
Chairman  had  avowed  his  opinion  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
and  his  determination  to  vote  against  it.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr,  Stbofo)  had  called  for  information 
from  the  majority  of  the  committee,  but  no  response  bad 
been  given  to.the  call.  He  (Mr.  W.)  seconded  the  call 
of  the  ^ntleman,  and  would  unite  with  him  in  the  effort 
to  obtain  a  response.  He  could  not  vote  for  uny  proposl- 
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tion  of  80  novel  a  chtfacter  witiiout  being  ntisiied  of  its 
reMonablenew  and  expediency.  Sir,  Mud  Mr.  W.  what 
object  11  to  be  gained  by  conferring  the  power  aought  by 
the  committee  }  Does  the  committee  want  information? 
If  BO,  on  what  particular  subject  connected  with  its  du- 
ties? If  the  House  is  informed  of  the  specific  subject, 
probably  some  gentleman  on  the  floor  may  supply  it,  or 
refer  to  some  document  where  it  can  be  had.  Is  it  desir- 
ed to  ascertain  if  it  be  expedient  to  encourage  the  manu- 
^turing  industr>  of  the  country,  if  in  our  |>ower>  On  that 
subject,  the  committee  are  not,  surely,  destitute  of  inform- 
ation. Is  the  information  sought  connected  with  the  pro- 
priety of  protecting  any  given  ailicle  manufactured  in  the 
country?  What  article  is  it  ?  The  House,  before  it  grants 
the  extraordinaiy  power  asked  for,  has  a  right  to  know.  It 
is  no  new  thing  to  enact  tariffs,  either  for  the  purpo^  of 
revenue,  or  of  affording  protection  to  our  own  manufac- 
tures. Cluestions  of  that  kind  had  been  agitated  in  the 
country^  from  the  time  of  tlie  ado]>tion  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and  many  of  the  most  important  articles,  now 
sought  to  be  protected,  aptated  the  last  Congress  and  the 
.  preceding  one,  and  had  attracted  the  attention  and  in- 
vestigation of  the  whole  community-^had  elicited  much 
light.  Shall  we  now  be  told,  said  Mr.  W^  we  have  no  infor- 
mation on  these  important  subjects  ?  The  facts  disclosed 
throughout  the  country  on  thebe  subjects,  were  nume^ 
«us  and  imptyrtant,  and»  he  should  suppose,  sufficient  to 
enlighten  the  Committee  on  Manufinctures.  He  would 
again  ask  for  the  ressons,  on  which  the  proposition  was 
predicated,  and  until  he  heard  some  satisfactory  reason,  he 
could  not  consent  to  vote  to  confer  so  extraordinarya  power. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  of  Pennsylvanis,  said,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures  who  voted  with  those  who, 
•in  committee,  proposed  the  resolution  before  the  House, 
he  would,  in  reply  to  the  call  that  had  been  made  by  se« 
▼era!  gentlemen  on  the  committee  for  tlieir  reasons  for 
recommending  this  resolution,  assign  tlie  general  consid- 
emtions  that  induced  its  adoption. 

The  memorials  on  the  subject  of  a  reform  of  the  tariff 
of  1634,  which  have  been  referred  to  the  commiitee,  are 
in  many  instances  opposed  to  each  other,  and  contradic- 
tory as  regards  facts.  Assertions  arc  made  and  contradict- 
ed, but  data  not  furnished  on  which  the  committee  can 
decide.'  From  Boston  a  memorial,  signed  by  1546  per- 
sons, many  of  whom  are  alleged  to  be  manufacturers,  as- 
sert that  the  duties  on  woollens  are  sufficient,  and  that  the 
establishments  are  flourishing.  Others  complain  of  the 
languishing  condition  of  these  manufactures.  Informa- 
tion is  desired  on  this  and  one  or  two  other  subjects,  so 
as  to  establish  the  facts  as  to  the  necessity  of  protection, 
such  as  shall  not  merely  satbfy  the  committee,  but  the 
House.  We  are  also  desirous  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
protection  necessary,  and  the  best  mode  or  manner  of 
ensuring  the  protection  required.  Our  information  is  not 
as  satisfactory  as  it  might  be  rendered  by  investing  the 
committee  with  the  power  which  would  be  derived  from 
the  passage  of  the  resolution.  The  committee  wish  au- 
thenticated information,  m  order  to  do  justice  to  the  man- 
ufacturer and  to  give  him  due  protection  with  justice  to 
other  interests.  The  committee  feel  no  solicitude  as  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution.  They  are  willing  to  act  with 
what  light  they  have,  if  the  House  requires  it.  They 
point  to  the  means  by  which  they  can  obt^n  further,  and, 
at  applies  to  one  or  two  subjects,  more  accurate  informa- 
tion than  they  can  now  command.  Should  the  House  not 
grant  the  power  requested,  we  shHll  cheerfully  ag^ee  to 
their  being  responsible  who  refuse.  The  committee  have 
no  feelings  other  than  a  desire  to  faithfully  discharge 
their  duty.  But  they  deem  it  proper  to  obtain  information 
in  the  manner  pointed  out,  unless  declared  otherwise  by 
the  expressed  opinion  of  the  House.  The  committee  sub- 
mit the  proposition,  and  devolve  upon  the  House  the  res- 
ponsibility of  declining  to  authonze  the  committee  to 
obuin  information  in  the  manner  proposed.    Should  the 


House  refuse,  the  committee  will  be  exonerated  from  an j 
errors  into  which  they  may  fall  by  want  of  attested 
frets. 

Mr.  STEWART*,  of  Pa.  rose,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  the  resolution  in  its  present  form,  but  of  pro- 
posing an  amendment,  which  he  would  offer  after  a  few  re- 
marks. The  course  pursued  by  the  Committee  was,  he 
contended,  novel  and  unprecedented,  and  one  whish, 
wliatever  might  be  the  motives  of  those  who  had  introdu- 
ced it,  would  have  in  practice  the  effect  to  postpone  in- 
definitely any  measure  for  the  protecTion  of  manufactures. 
It  would  not  only  put  that  measure  off  for  the  present 
session,  but  for  the  next  also  :  as  that  would  be  the  short 
session,  and  there  would  be  no  time  to  consider  a  subject 
of  such  extent.  The  House -was  now  advanced  nearly  a 
month  in  its  present  session,  and  now,  at  tlie  end  of  a 
whole  month,  the  Committee  of  Manufitctures^  come  for- 
ward witli  a  requeat,  that,  in  order  to  eidigfaten\heir  judg- 
ment, they  may  have  power  to  send  into  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  bring  up  the  citiaens  of  the  country  ta 
testify  before  them*  We  are  to  send  our  Sergcani-at- 
Arms,  (said  Mr.  STSWAar)  to  New  England,  to  Pitts- 
burgh, to  Charleston,  to  Nsw  Orleans.  Manufrcturing 
merahants,  and  all  others  who  may  be  summoned,  must 
come  forthwith  at  the  call  of  the  House  ;  and  if  they  re- 
liise,  an  adequate  posse  must  be  summoned  to  bring  them, 
and  all  this  at  the  public  expense.  At  the  session  <tf 
1823-4^  when  the  general  tariff  was  enacted,  the  bill  for 
that  purpose  was  reported  to  the  House  on  the  9th  Janur 
ary — it  was  taken  up  on  the  10th  February  following, 
and  its  discussion  occupied  the  House  until  the  16th  of 
April— 4t  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate— and  was  not  dis- 
posed ot  in  that  body  until  the  19th  of  May.  Owing  to 
a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  two  Houses,  a  CommiUee  of 
Conference  was  appointed,  and  the  bill  did  not  finally 
pass  till  the  24th  day  of  May,  which  was  within  three 
days  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  Thus  nearly  five 
months  were  occupied  on  that  bill,  though  it  was  report- 
ed on  the  9th  of  January.  The  House  bad  been  repeat- 
edly told,  since  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  that 
it  was  expected  they  should  go  home  by  the  4th  of  March 
^if  this  expectation  was  to  be  fuBiIled,  what  woidd  be- 
come  of  a  measure  so  loudly  demanded,  and  on  which  it 

td  been  expected  the  committee  would,  by  this  time, 
ve  reported  a  bill  ?  Any  bill  they  nright  report,  must 
necessarily  share  the  fate  of  that  of  last  Session,  lliat 
bill  embraced  a  single  item  only,  viz.  tlie  article  of  wool 
and  woollens— it  was  reported  by  the  10th  of  next  month, 
and  taken  up  on  the  17th,  yet  it  failed  for  want  of  time. 
If  the  Committee,  at  the  present  session,  are  to  send  all 
over  the  country  for  persons  and  papers  before  they  can  so 
much  as  determine  what  articles  are  to  be  included  in 
the  Bill,  it  must  certainly  operate  as  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject.  It  inevitably  put  an  end 
to  it  for  the  present  session,  and  the  session  following  was 
too  short  to  admk  any  hope  of  better  success.  Under  these 
impressions,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  press  for  a 
decision  as  eariy  as  possible,  and  with  that  view  submit- 
ted the  following  amendment  to  come  in  af^er  the  word 
Resolved: 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  existing  Tariff,  by 
increasing  the  duties  on  the  following  importations: 

1st.  Oil  raw  Wool  and  Woollens. 

2d.   Bar  Iron. 

3d.    Hemp  and  Flax. 

4lh.  Foreign  dislilled  Spirits. 

5th.  Fine  and  printed  Cotton  Goods. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  provision  should  be  made  by  law,  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  defhiuds  and  evasions  prac- 
tised by.  Foreign  importers,  to  the  injury  6f  the  Avenue 
and  Americsn  manufactures. 

3d.  lUaobfedf  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be 
histracted  to  report  a  bill,  or  bills,  conformable  to  the  fore* 
going  resolutions.'* 
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Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Vk.  suggested  that  the  amendment  was 
'  not  in  order,  and  the  Speaker  decided^  that,  by  the  4fOth 
jiile  of  order,  it  was  inadmissible. 

Mr.  STRONG  said  that  he  had  listened  attentively  to 
the  remarks  made  by  tl«e  iionorablc  gentleman  (Mr.  8ts- 

•  vBifsov,  of  Pa. )  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  As  the 
gentleman  was  on^  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  he 
supposed  the  reasons  he  had  offered  in  support  of  the 

Proposition  were  those  of  the  majority  of  that  committee, 
'hey  did  not,  however,  do  away  the  impression  upon  his 

•  mtnd,  that  the  |9roposition  was  of  a  most  extraordinary 
<  character.     What  are  these  reasons?  Why,  that  the  com- 

tnittee  want  information  to  enable  them  to  make  up  their 
judgment  whether  the  duty  on  a  yard  of  cloth,  or  a  pound 
of  wool,  stiall  be  a  few  per  cent,  mure  or  less  ;  and  if  the 
power  of  compelling  the  attendance  of  persons  and  the 
production  of  papers  be  not  granted,  that  then  the  res- 
ponsibility of  acting  without  information  will  no  longer 
•rest  upon  the  committee,  but  upon  this  House. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  matter,  in  regartl  to  whicli  in- 
formation is  sought,  and  to  attain  which  this  compulsory 
power  is  demanded^  The  attempt  to  protect  the  domes- 
•tic  industry  of  the  country  is  not  new,  it  has  been  often 
-made,  ami  has  often  failed.  It  has  for  many  years  past 
agitated  the  whole  nation.  In  1816,  '20,  '2S,  '24,  and 
'26  the  question  of  revising  and  increasing  the  (ariif  was 
•before  Congress,  with  a  view  to  protection.  A  gfreat  mass 
•of  faets  and  information  was  collected,  ami  may  be  found 
•in  the  records  and  proceedings  of  this  House,  in  the  sliape 
of  memorials  and  reports  of  debates.  The  people  are 
still  alive  upon  this  subject,  and  every  thing  seems  to  hsve 
been  elicited  in  relation  to  it  which  can  be  of  any  practical 
4itility. 

But  if  (his  enormous  power  of  sending  for  persons  and 


stance  under  this  Government,  within  my  -  recollection, 
where  this  power  lias  been  given  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
enabling  a  committee  of  this  House  to  adjust  the  details  of 
an  orriinary  bill.  What,  sir!  is  this  enormous  power  to  be 
given  over  into  the  hands  of  a  committee,  of  a  tribunal 
of  seven  men,  in  this  land  of  freemen,  to  drag  before 
them,  by  force.^if  need  be,  the  citizens  of  this  Ilepublic. 
to  instruct  the  members  of  that  committee,  or  of  this 
House,  in  the  common  and  ordinary  duties  of  legislation! 
Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  not,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would 
reject  the  proposition. 

Mr.  STORliS  said,  that  he  had  heard  this  proposition 
from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  with  some  surprise. 
He  had  hoped  that,  instead  of  asking  for4he  aid  of  the 
House  to  obtain  information^  they  would,  by  this  time, 
have  reported  a  bill  that  should  give  the  farming  and 
manufkcturing  interests  of  the  country  effectual  protec- 
tion. We  have,  said  Mr.  S.,  been  in  session  nearly  a 
month,  and  seem  to  have  only  discovered,  at  this  day, 
that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  need  this  extraordi- 
nary interposition  of  the  power  of  the  House  before  they 
act  at  all  on  the  numerous  petitions  and  memorials  ali-eady 
before  us  from  our  constituents.  The  power  they  now 
ask  has  not  heretofore  been  thought  necessary  to  enable 
that  Committee  to  acquire  correct  information  of  the  de« 
pressed  state  of/our  woollen  manufactures,  or  the  neces- 
sity of  protectmg  them.  At  otlier  sessions,  and  for  suc- 
cessive years,  this  subject  had  been  considered  by  the 
Committees  on  Manuftictures  in  both  Houses,  and  bills 
have  been  reported  and  passed  without  this  appeal  to  us 
for.  our  interference  to  cqerce  our  constituents  to  conne 
here  and  inform  us,  in  person,  of  the  ruinous  condition 
of  their  interests.  The  representations  made  to  us  in  the 
memorials  on  our  tables,  I  believe  to  be  true,  and  that  we^ 


5>apers  be  given  to  tlie  committee,  what  will  be  the  pro.   can  draw  from  them,  and  other  sources  within  our  resch 


gross  of  its  execution  i  Will  the  committee  confine  its 
exercise  to  the  District  of  Columbia^  No.  To  gain  all  the 
information  which  the  Committee  seem  to  want,  they 
must  send  to  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Boston.-nor  is  this  all—they  must  also  send  te  Charleston, 
Savannah,  and  New  Orleans.  Can  they  perform  their  du- 
ty without  collecting  all  the  facts  within  ti>e  scope  of  this 
power,  from  Machias  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico }  And  when 
they  have  done,  what  have  they  but  the  disagreeing  opin- 
k)nsofmen?  But,  sir,  can  the  information  be  obtained 
in  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  it  is  asked  for,  in  twen- 
ty, or  thirty, or  even  sixty  days?  Why  incur  this  delays 
if  the  power  be  exercised,  there  will  not  be  time  to  report 
and  pass  the  bill  during  tl)ia  session.  The  tariff  will. not 
be  revised  The  industry  of  the  country  will  not  be  pro. 
tected  against  the  ruinous  effects  of  foreign  competition. 
This  proposition,  if  adopted,  will  delay,  and  probably 
put  off  altogether,  the  question  of  protecting  the  great 
flgriculturiil,  manufacturing,  and  navigating  interests  of 
the  nation. 

Bnt,  Mr.  S,  said,  there  was  another  objection,  which 
he  thought  of  some  weight.  What  is  the  nature  of  tlie 
power  proposed  to  be  given  to  this  committee^  It  ilto 
«end  out  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  clothed- with  all  the  pow. 
er  of  this  House,  to  summon  persons  in  any  and  every 
part  cf  the  nation,  and  to  compel  their  attendance  here, 
in  tins  Capitol.  I'here  is  no  dispensing  power.  Whoever 
is  summoned,  whether  he  live  in  Maine  or  in  Louisiana, 
must  come,  or  be  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of 
tliis  House.  And  for  what  purpose  is  this  fearful  power 
to  be  given  to  this  committee?  Is  it  to  elicit  fraud  or 
crime,  in  order  that  the  offender  may  be  convicted  and 
punished^  No,  sir — But  it  is  to  enlighten  the  judgment 
of  this  committee,  as  Ihey  say,  upon  a  mere  matter  of  or- 
dinary legislation.  Sir,  the  rightful  exercise  of  this  pow- 
er  is  connneil  to  a  few  cases.  I'hese  are,  where  fi'auds 
or  erimes  are  imputed,  and  where  the  tole  object  is  to 
dt?t«ct,  expose,  or  punidi  the  guilty.  There  is  no  in- 
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here,   abundant  information  to  enable  us  to  act  on  tlie 
question,  so  as  not  to  disappoint  the  just  expectation  of 
the  country.     It  is  unecessary  to  vest  the  Committee 
with  this  power  of  issuing  the  parliamentary  process  of  the 
House.     There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  at- 
tendance of  the  manufacturers,  at  this  city,  if  the  com- 
mittee requests  it  of  them.     So  far  as  we  dcmire  to  know 
tlie  opinions  of  the  wool  growers  and  manufiicturers  of  the 
country,  they  have  already  anticipated  us.    Their  peti- 
tions are  daily  funiisliing  us  with  all  the  information  that 
can  be  necessary  to  satisfy  us  that  it  is  our  duty  not  to  let 
this  session  pass  wtthotit  doing  something  to  convince 
.them  that  we  are  looking  after  their  interests.    Instead 
of  waiting  to  be  brought  here  by  compulsion,  our  tables 
are  groaning  under  the  weight  of  their  petitions.    I  be- 
lieve, fur  one,  that  we  can  find  all  the  information  we 
want,  as  to  the  details  uf  any  measure  the  Committee  wiH 
report  to  us,  without  first  i^esorting  to  this  legislative  chan- 
cery process,  -and  bringing  the  petitioners  here,  to  be 
personally  subjected  to  a  catechise  from  the  Committees 
of  the  House.     I'hey  u  ill  answer  interrogatories  truly  if 
gcntlcrmen  wish  titem  to  do  so,  witliout  asking  that  the 
Committee  shall  delay  acting  at  all,  until  they  can  send 
to  Boston  or  New  Orleans,  or  any  where  else,  to  ascertain 
if  tiiey  sincerely  believe  the  representations  they'  have 
themselves  made  on  the  thousands  of  sheets  that  are 
spread  out  before  us.     It  may  be  that  the  committee,  or 
some  one  of  its  members,  may  desire  information  even 
from  New  Oriransj  and  yre  all  know  that,  if  nothing  is  to 
be  reported  until  they  can  bring  witnesses  from  that  quar- 
ter, we  may  not  expect  to  hear  of  any  bill  until  towards  the 
lirist  of  March.     We  are  not  so  destitute  of  information 
hen*,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  S.,  from  otlier  sources,  tr>o, 
than  the  memorials  of  our  own  constituents.  The  report  of 
the  Sccretaiy  of  the  Treasury  has  presented  us  with  a  body 
of  vahiable  information  on  the  principal  subjects  tliat  we 
shall  act  upon,  if  we  do  any  tiling  at  this  session.     It  fur- 
nlshes  such  a  mass  of  useful  factSi  and  presents  to  us,  in 
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tion  of  so  novel  a  character  without  belnr  satisiied  of  its 
reasonableness  and  expediency.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.  what 
object  is  to  be  gained  by  conferring  the  power  sought  by 
the  committee  ?  Does  the  committee  want  information? 
If  so,  on  what  particular  subject  connected  with  its  du- 
ties? If  the  House  is  informed  of  the  specific  subject, 
probably  some  gentleman  on  the  floor  may  supply  it,  or 
refer  to  some  document  where  it  can  be  had.  Is  it  desir- 
ed to  ascertain  if  it  be  expedient  to  encourage  the  manu- 
^turing  industr>  of  the  country,  if  in  our  power^  On  that 
subject,  the  committee  are  not,  surely,  destitute  of  inform- 
ation. Is  the  information  sought  connected  with  the  pro- 
priety of  protecting  any  given  axiicle  manufactured  in  the 
country?  What  article  is  it  ?  The  House,  before  it  grants 
the  extraordinary  power  asked  for,  has  a  right  to  know.  It 
is  no  new  thing  to  enact  tariffs,  either  for  the  purpo^  of 
revenue,  or  ofafTordine  protection  to  our  own  manufac> 
tures.  Questions  of  that  kind  had  been  agitated  in  the 
country^  from. the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and  many  of  the  most  important  articles,  now 
■ought  to  be  protected,  aptated  the  last  Congress  and  the 
preceding  one,  and  had  attracted  the  attention  and  in- 
vestigation of  the  whole  community-^had  elicited  much 
light.  Shall  we  now  be  told,  said  Mr.  W^  we  have  no  infor- 
mation on  these  important  subjects  ?  The  facts  discloaed 
throughout  the  countiy  on  these  subjects,  were  numer- 
ous and  important,  an<H  he  should  suppose,  sufficient  to 
enlighten  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  He  would 
again  ask  for  the  ressonsj  on  which  the  proposition  was 
predicated,  and  until  he  heard  some  satisfactory  reason,  be 
could  not  consent  to  vote  to  confer  so  extraordinary  a  power. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures  who  voted  with  those  who, 
-in  committee,  proposed  the  resolution  before  the  House, 
he  would,  in  reply  to  the  call  that  had  been  made  by  se- 
veral gentlemen  on  the  cAnimittee  for  tlieir  reasons  for 
recommending  this  resolution,  aaagn  the  general  consid- 
emtions  that  induced  its  adoption. 

The  memorials  on  the  subject  of  a  reform  of  the  tariff 
of  1894^  which  have  been  referred  to  the  comn^iitee,  are 
in  many  instances  opposed  to  each  other,  and  contradic- 
tory as  regards  facts.  Assertions  are  made  and  contradict- 
ed, but  data  not  furnished  on  which  the  committee  can 
decide.'  From  Boston  a  memorial,  signed  by  1546  per- 
sons, many  of  whom  are  alleged  to  be  manufacturers,  as- 
sert that  the  duties  on  woollens  are  sufficient,  and  that  the 
establishments  are  flourishing.  Others  complain  of  the 
languishing  condition  of  these  manufactures.  Informa- 
tion is  desired  on  this  and  one  or  two  other  subjects,  so 
as  to  establish  the  facts  as  to  tlie  necessity  of  protection, 
aiich  as  shall  not  merely  satisfy  the  committee,  but  the 
House.  We  are  also  desirous  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
protection  necessary,  and  the  best  mode  or  manner  of 
ensuring  the  protection  required.  Our  information  is  not 
as  satisl'actoi^  as  it  might  be  rendered  by  investing  the 
committee  with  the  power  which  would  be  derived  from 
the  passage  of  the  resolution.  The  committee  wish  au- 
thenticated information,  m  order  to  du  justice  to  the  man- 
ufacturer and  to  give  him  due  protection  with  justice  to 
other  interests.  I'he  committee  feel  no  solicitude  as  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution.  They  are  willing  to  act  with 
what  light  they  have,  if  the  House  requires  it.  They 
point  to  the  means  by  which  they  can  obtain  further,  and, 
at  applies  to  one  or  two  subjects,  more  accurate  informa- 
tion than  they  can  now  command.  Should  the  House  not 
grant  the  power  requested,  we  shall  cheerfully  agree  to 
their  being  responsible  who  refuse.  The  committee  have 
no  feelings  other  than  a  desire  to  faithfully  discharge 
their  duty.  But  they  deem  it  proper  to  obtain  information 
in  the  manner  pointed  out,  unless  declared  otherwise  by 
the  expressed  opinion  of  the  House.  The  committee  sub- 
mit the  proposition,  and  devolve  upon  the  House  the  res- 
ponsibilUy  of  declining  to  authorize  the  committee  to  I 
obtain  information  in  the  manner  proposed.    Should  the 


House  refuse,  the  committee  will  be  ezonented  from  any 
errors  into  which  they  may  fall  by  want  of  attested 
fkcts. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pa.  rose,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  the  resolution  in  its  present  form,  but  of  pro- 
posing an  amendment,  which  he  would  offer  after  a  few  re- 
marks. The  course  nursued  by  the  Committee  was,  he 
contended,  novel  ana  unprecedented,  and  one  whish, 
whatever  might  be  the  motives  of  those  who  had  introdu- 
ced it,  would  have  in  practice  the  effect  to  postpone  in- 
definitely any  measure  for  the  protection  of  manufiicturea. 
It  would  not  only  put  that  measure  ofTfor  the  present 
session,  but  for  the  next  also  :  as  that  would  be  the  short 
session,  and  there  would  be  no  time  to  connder  a  subject 
of  such  extent.  The  House  was  now  advanced  nearly  a 
month  in  its  present  session,  and  now,  at  tlie  end  of  a 
whole  month,  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  come  for- 
ward widi  a  request,  that,  in  order  to eiilightentheir  judg- 
ment, they  may  have  power  to  send  into  all  pmrta  of  the 
United  States,  and  bring  up  the  citizens  of  the  countiy  to 
testify  before  them.  We  are  to  send  our  Sergcant^t- 
Arms,  (said  Mr.  Stxwakt)  to  New  England,  to  Pitts- 
burgh, to  Charleston,  to  Nsw  Orleans.  Manufacturing 
merchants,  and  all  others  who  may  be  summoned,  must 
come  forthwith  at  the  call  of  the  House  ;  and  if  they  re- 
fuse, an  adequate  posse  must  be  summoned  to  bring  them, 
and  all  this  at  the  public  expenae.  At  the  session  of 
1823-4^  when  the  general  tariff  was  enacted,  the  bill  for 
that  purpose  was  reported  to  the  House  on  the  9th  Janu- 
ary—it was  taken  up  on  the  10th  February  following, 
and  its  discussion  occupied  the  House  until  the  16ih  of 
April--it  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate — and  was  not  dis- 
posed ot  in  that  body  until  the  19th  of  May.  Owing  to 
a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  two  Houses,  a  Committee  of 
Conference  was  appointed,  and  the  bill  did  not  finally 
pass  till  the  24th  day  of  May,  which  was  within  three 
days  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  Thus  nearly  five 
months  were  occupied  on  that  bill,  though  it  waa  rep«jK- 
ed  on  the  9th  of  January.  The  House  had  been  repeat- 
edly told,  since  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  that 
it  was  expected  they  should  go  home  by  the  4th  of  March 
— if  this  expectation  was  to  be  fulhlled,  what  would  be- 
come of  a  measure  so  loudly  demanded,  and  on  which  it 
^ad  been  expected  the  committee  would,  by  this  time, 
nave  reported  a  bill  ?  Any  bill  they  iright  report,  must 
necessarily  share  the  fate  of  that  of  last  Sesaon.  That 
bill  embraced  a  single  item  on]y«  viz.  tlie  article  of  wool 
and  wooUena— it  was  reported  by  the  10th  of  next  mootl»» 
and  taken  up  on  the  17th,  yet  it  failed  for  want  of  time. 
If  the  Committee,  at  the  present  session,  are  to  send  all 
over  the  country  tor  persons  and  papers  before  they  can  so 
much  as  determine  what  articles  are  to  be  included  in 
the  Bill,  it  must  certainly  operate  as  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject.  It  inevitably  put  an  end 
to  it  for  the  present  session,  and  the  session  following  wsis 
too  short  to  admk  any  hope  of  better  success.  Under  these 
imprtfssions,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  press  for  « 
decision  as  cariy  as  possible,  and  with  that  view  submit- 
ted the  following  amendment  to  come  in  after  the  word 
Resolved: 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  existing  TarifT,  by 
increasing  the  duties  on  the  following  importations: 

1st.  On  raw  Wool  and  Woollens. 

2d.    Bar  Iron. 

3d.    Hemp  and  Flax. 

4lh.  Foreign  distilled  Spirits. 

5th.  Fine  and  printed  Cotton  Goods. 

2d.  Besuived,  That  provision  should  be  made  by  law,  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  defhiuds  and  eva^nons  pra.c- 
tised  by  Foreign  importers,  to  the  injury  Of  the  i^venue 
and  American  manufactures. 

3d.  Meaalved^  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be 
tnstructed  to  report  a  bill,  or  bills,  conformable  to  the  fore- 
going resolutions." 
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Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Va.  sugg«8ted  that  the  amendment  was 


not  in  order,  and  the  Speaker  decided^  that,  by  the  40ih    where  this  power  has  been  jfiven  for  the  mere  purpose  of 


rule  of  order,  it  was  inadmiusible. 

Mr.  STRONG  said  that  he  hatl  fistened  attentively  to 
the  remarks  made  by  tl«e  lionorablc  flpentleman  (Mr.  Stb- 
-  va^soir,  of  Fa.)  on  the  other  ^de  of  the  liouse.^  As  the 
f^entleman  wason^  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  he 
'  supposed  the  reasons  he  had  offered  in  support  of  the 
'pn>position  were  those  of  the  majority  of  that  committee. 
'  They  did  not,  however,  do  away  the  impression  upon  his 
m'tnd,  that  the  proposition  was  of  a  most  extraordinary 
•character.  What  are  these  reasons^  Why,  that  the  com- 
tnittee  want  information  to  enable  them  to  make  up  their 
jiidjpnent  whether  tlie  duty  on  a  yard  of  cloth,  or  a  pound 
of  wool,  shall  be  a  few  per  cent,  more  or  less  ;  and  if  the 
power  of  compelling  the  attendance  of  persons  and  the 
production  of  papers  be  not  granted,  that  tlien  the  res- 
ponsibility of  acting  without  information  will  no  longer 
•rest  upon  the  committee,  but  upon  this  House. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  matter,  in  regartl  to  which  in- 
formation is  sought,  and  to  attain  which  this  compu^soiy 
power  is  demanded/  The  attempt  to  protect  the  domes- 
tic industry  of  the  country  is  not  new,  it  has  been  often 
-made,  ami  has  of^en  failed.  It  has  for  many  years  past 
agitated  the  whole  nation.  In  1816,  *^0,  '2d,  '24,  and 
'26  the  question  of  revising  and  increasing  the  tariif  was 
•before  Congress,  with  a  vicv  to  protection.  A  great  mass 
-of  faets  and  information  was  collected,  ami  may  be  found 
'in  the  records  and  proceedings  of  tliis  House,  in  the  shape 
of  memoriaJs  and  reports  of  debates.  The  people  are 
still  alive  upon  this  subject,  and  every  thing  seems  to  hsve 
been  elicited  in  relation  to  it  whidi  can  be  of  any  practical 
4itility. 

But  if  this  enormous  power  of  sending  for  persons  and 
5>apers  be  given  to  tlie  committee,  what  will  be  the  pro. 
gress  of  its  execution  I  W  Jl  the  committee  confine  its 
exercise  to  the  District  of  Columbia^  No.  To  gain  all  the 
information  which  the  Committee  seem  to  want,  they 
must  send  to  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
fioston-^-nor  is  this  alt— they  must  also  send  ta  Chnrleston, 
Savannah,  and  New  Orleans.  Can  they  perform  their  du- 
ty without  collecting  all  the  foots  within  the  scope  of  this 
power,  from  Machias  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico^  And  when 
they  have  done,  what  have  they  but  the  disagreeing  opii>- 
Ions  of  men  ^  But,  sir,  can  the  information  be  obtained 
in  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  it  is  asked  for,  in  twen- 
ty, or  thirty, or  even  sixty  days?  Why  incur  this  delays 
If  the  power  be  exercised,  there  will  not  be  time  to  report 
and  pass  the  bill  during  tins  session.  The  tariff  will. not 
be  revised  The  industry  of  the  country  will  nut  be  pro- 
tected against  the  ruinous  effects  of  foreign  competition. 
This  proposition,  if  adopted,  will  delay,  and  probably 
put  off  altogether,  the  question  of  protecting  the  great 
agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  navigating  interests  of 
the  nation. 

Bat,  Mr.  S,  said,  there  was  another  objection,  wlirch 
he  thought  of  some  weight.  What  is  the  nature  of  the 
power  proposed  to  be  given  to  this  committee^  It  ilto 
•send  out  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  clothed- with  all  the  pow- 
er of  this  House,  to  summon  persons  in  any  and  every 
part  cf  the  nation,  and  to  compel  their  attendance  here, 
in  this  Capitol.  There  is  no  dispensing  power.  WIroever 
is  summoned,  whether  he  live  in  Maine  or  in  Lofiisiana, 
must  come,  or  be  guihy  of  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of 
this  House.  And  for  what  purpose  is  this  fearful  power 
to  be  given  to  this  committee?  Is  it  to  elicit  fraud  or 
crime,  in  order  that  the  offender  may  be  convicted  and 
punished?  No,  sir — But  it  is  to  enlighten  the  judgment 
of  this  committee,  as  they  say,  upon  a  mere  matter  of  or- 
dinary legislation.  Sir,  the  rightful  exercise  of  this  pow- 
er is  connned  to  a  few  cases.  These  are,  where  frauds 
or  crimes  are  imputed,  and  where  tlve  sole  object  is  to 
detect,  expose,  or  punisli  the  guilty.  There  is  no  in- 
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stance  under  this  Govecnment,  within  my  -  recollectiop. 


enabling  a  committee  of  this  House  to  adjust  the  details  of 
an  ordinary  bill.  What,  sir!  ia  this  enormous  power  to  be 
given  over  into  the  hands  of  a  committee,  of  a  tribunal 
of  seven  men,  in  this  land  of  freemen,  to  drag  before 
them,  by  force, 4f  need  be,  the  citizens  of  this  Itepublic. 
to  instruct  the  members  of  that  committee,  or  of  this 
House,  in  the  common  and  ordinary  duties  of  legislation! 
Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  not,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would 
reject  the  proposition. 

Mr.  STORKS  said,  that  he  had  heard  this  proposition 
from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  with  some  surprise. 
He  had  hoped  that.  Instead  of  asking  for4he  aid  of  the 
House  to  obtain  information^  they  would,  by  this  time, 
have  reported  a  bill  that  should  give  the  farming  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  effectual  protec- 
tion.    We  have,  said   Mr.  S.,  been  in  session  nearly  a 
month,  and  seem  to  have  only  discovered,  at  this  day, 
that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  need  this  extraordi- 
nary interpoi^ition  of  the  power  of  the  House  before  they 
act  at  all  on  the  numerous  petitions  and  memorials  ali-cady 
before  us  from  our  constituents.     The  power  they  now 
ask  has  not  heretofore  been  thought  necessary  to  enable 
that  Committee  to  acquire  correct  information  of  the  de- 
pressed state  of/our  woollen  manufactures,  or  the  neces- 
sity of  protecting  tliem.     At  other  sessions,  and  for  suc- 
cessive years,  this  subject  had  been  considered  by  the 
Committees  on  Manufactures  in  both  Houses,  and  bills 
have  been  reported  and  passed  without  this  appeal  to  lis 
for.  our  interference  to  cqerce  our  constituents  to  come 
here  and  inform  us,  in  person,  of  the  ruinous  condition 
of  their  interests.     The  representations  made  to  us  in  the 
memorials  on  our  tables,  I  believe  to  be  tnie,  and  tliat  we 
can  draw  from  titem,  and  other  sources  within  our  reach 
here,   abundant  information  to  enable  us  to  act  on  tlie 
question,  so  as  not  to  disappoint  the  just  expectation  of 
the  country.     It  is  unecessary  to  vest  the  Committee 
with  this  power  of  issuing  the  parliamentary  process  of  the 
House.     Tltere  can  be  no  diiiiculty  in  obtaining  the  at- 
tendance of  the  manufacturers,  at  this  city,  if  the  com- 
mittee requests  it  of  them.     So  far  as  we  desife  to  know 
the  opinions  of  the  wool  growers  and  manufacturers  of  the 
country,  they  have  already  anticipated  us.    Their  peti- 
tions are  daily  furnisliing  us  with  all  the  information  that 
can  be  necessary  to  satisfy  us  that  it  is  our  duty  not  to  let 
this  session  pass  without  doing  something  to  convince 
.them  that  we  are  looking  after  their  interests.    Instead 
of  waiting  to  be  brought  here  by  compulsion,  our  tables 
are  groaning  under  the  weight  of  their  petitions.    I  be- 
lieve, for  one,  that  we  can  find  hII  the  information  we 
want,  as  to  the  details  uf  any  measure  the  Committee  wiH 
report  to  us,  without  first  i^esorting  to  tliis  legislative  chan- 
eery  process,  -and  bringing  the  petitioners  here,  to  be 
personally  subjected  to  a  catechise  from  the  Committees 
of  the  House.     They  u  ill  answer  interrogatories  truly  if 
gentlemen  wish  them  to  do  so,  without  asking  that  the 
Committee  shall  delay  actipg  at  all,  until  they  can  send 
to  Boston  or  New  Orleans,  or  any  where  else,  to  ascertain 
if  they  sincerely  believe  the  representations  they  have 
themselves  made  on  the  thousands  of  sheets  that  are 
spread  out  before  us.     It  may  be  that  the  committee,  or 
some  one  of  its  members,  may  desire  information  even 
from  New  OrWans)  and  we  all  know  that,  if  nothing  it  to 
be  reported  until  they  can  bring  witnesses  from  that  quar- 
ter, we  may  not  expect  to  hear  of  any  bill  until  towards  the 
first  of  March.     We  are  not  so  destitute  of  information 
here,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  S.,  from  other  sources,  XtM, 
than  the  memorials  of  our  own  constituents.  The  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  presented  us  with  a  body 
of  valuable  information  on  the  principal  subjects  tliat  we 
shall  act  upon,  if  we  do  any  thing  at  this  session.    It  fur- 
nishes such  a  mass  of  useful  facts,  and  presents  to  us,  in 
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such  clear  and  convincing  liglits,  the  neccMity  and  policy 
of  aiistaining',  by  an  adequate  increase  of  duties,  the  man- 
ufactures which  he  recommends  to  our  protection,  tliat 
we  can  hardly  expect  to  be  better  satisfied  than  we  must 
be,  if  we  candidly  examine  it.    With  all  the  means  in  our 
hands  that  we  may  have,  if  we  prosecute  this  subject  di- 
ligently, the  vesting  of  this  unusual  power  in  the  Commit- 
tee is,  in  mv  opinion,  useless.     The  Committee  may   dif- 
fer essentially  m  their  view  from  others  in  the  House  who 
are  friendly  to  the  system  of  protection.  They  mav  come 
to  a  conclusion  on  general  principles  of  policy  widely  dif- 
ferent from  the  House,  as  to  tiie  particular  interests  that 
need  protection.    On  the  question  of  a  general  policy,  I 
hope  they  will  not  diifer  from  us.  But,  before  I  vest  them 
with  the  power  of  calling  my  constituents  here,  to  be  sub- 
jected to  their  interrogations,  I  should  wish  to  know  with 
certainty  that  they  have  made-up  their  minds  to  report 
some  bill  at  all  events.  We  msy  then  be  acquiring  some 
information  for  ourselves,  if  we  desire  it,  bevond  what  we 
now  have.     As  soon  as  we  can  ascertain  what  particular 
articles  the  Committee  will  recommend  to  our  favor,  we 
may  easily  settle  the  degree  of  protection  that  will  effect 
the  object.     1  thought  that  there  wese  certain  articles 
about  which  the  friends  of^the  system  could  not  differ,  and 
(hat,  by  this  time,  we  should  have  had  our  attention  call- 
ed to  some  specific  proposition  in  the  form  of  a  bill.  The 
.  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Stxybiisos,)  informs 
us,  that  one  object  of  vesting  this  power  in  the  Commit- 
tee is,  that  they  may  not  incur  the  responsibility  of  any  in- 
advertent errors  that  may  find  their  wa^  into  their  reports, 
and  that,  if  the  House  deny  them  this  power,  that  res- 
ponsibility will  then  be  upon  the  House.     I  am  willing, 
said  Mr.  8.  for  one,  to  take  upon  myself  my  full  share  of 
any  such  responsibility,  and  if  the  Committee  sliould  err 
in  any  respect  for  the  want  of  infonnation,  will  most 
cheerfully  acquit  them.     But  there  is  a  responsibility 
of  another  kind  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  take,  and  that 
responsibility  is  the  defeat  of  the  whole  measure,  by  tlie 
delay  that  must  unavoidably  succeed,  if  we  adopt  tlie 
proposition  now  before  us.  In  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  S.,  the 
passage  of  this  resolution  will  produce  the  defeat  of  the 
Tariff.     Whatever  the  intentions  of  its  advocates  may  be, 
the  necessary  effect  of  it  ^illbeto  procrastinate  the 
whole  subject  to  so  late  a  day,  that  it  must  at  last  go  over 
tlie  session^  and  if  it  now  fails,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  its 
revival  hereafter.     We  are  now  at  the  end  of  the  first 
month  of  the  Session,  and  have  already  heard  Uie  hope  ex- 
pressed openljr*  in  the  House,  that  we  shall  adjourn  by 
the  fourth  of  March.     The  bill  of  last  year  was  not  even 
acted  upon  in  the  other  House  for  want  of  time,  and  we 
are  now  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  and  unusual 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  must  consume  several  weeks, 
.  if  the  exammation  which  the  Committee  seem  to  propose 
is  thoroughly  made.    1  infer,  loo,  from  the  remarks  of  tlie 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  Committee  have 
not  yet  prepared  a  bill  of  any  description.    They  ask  for 
this  power,  that  they  may  determine,  in  the  first  instance, 
what  articles  need   protection,  as  well  as  ;be  amount  of 
it.    If  they  cannot,  in  tlieir  own  opinion,  discreetly  act, 
without  this  pow^rfrom  the  House,  then  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  they  have  not  yet  prepared  any  measure;  and 
if  we  grant  them  the  power,  we  shall  not  expect  to  hear 
from  them  till  all  their  examinations  of  the  manufacturers 
Jiave  been  completed,  and  till  they  have  afterwards  ma- 
tured some  project,  to  be  founded  on  the  information 
which  thcv  propose  to  acquire  in  that  way.    It  requires 
no  ffreat  share  of  sagacity  to  perceive,  nor  much  temerity 
to  foretell,  that,  if  this  proposition  is  adopted,  and  the 
Committee  undertake  to  perform  a  duty  commensui'ate 
with  its  full  import,  we  may  dismiss  the  whole  subject 
from  the  House,  as  a  defeated  measure.     I  shall  not  be 
disAppo'ned  if  tliose  who  are  opposed  to  to  any  increase 
of  duties,  should  support  Uie  resolution;  for  I  believe  that 


it  will  prove,  in  the  end,  to  be  the  most  effectoal  way  to 
defeat  all  the  petitions  before  us;  but  I  hope  that  the 
friends  of  the  nirming  and  manufiicturing  interests  will  n«t 
sustain  a  proposition  that  must,  b^  its  necessary  operation, 
indirectly  disappoint  their  constituents.  I  consider  that 
in  voting  on  this  question,  I  am  virtually  deciding  wheth- 
er I  will  act  on  the  subject  at  all;  and,  in  this  view  of  it, 
the  piesent  proposition  shall  receive  no  favor  from  my 
lianas,  if  the  Committee  intend  to  offer  us  any  measure 
for  the  protection  of  the  interests  oi  those  whose  petitions 
have  been  referred  to  them  by  the  House^  (and  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  have  it  before  u%)  I  am  wilKiig  to  trust  to 
the  information  already  in  their  power.  1  bold  their  in- 
telligence in  too  high  estimation  to  doubt  that  they  can 
offer  us  a  bill  that  shall  leave  no  doubt  of  our  latent  ion 
to  meet  the  full  expectation  of  the  countiy. 

Mr.  OAKLEY  saul  that  the.  resolution,  ss  moved  by  tUe 
chairman  of  the  committee,  appeared  to  him  to  be  couch- 
ed in  too  general  terms.  It  did  not  shew  with  suficient 
clearness  the  object  for  which  tlie  proposed  power  wan 
asked.  That  object,  as  he  understood  it,  was,  that  the 
committee  might  be  enabled  to  examine  witnesses  on  the 
subject  submitted  to  them,  and  thus  get  at  the  fStcis  cal- 
culated to  enlighten  the  judgement,  not  of  the  committee 
merely,  but  of  the  House.  That  this  was  the  object  of 
the  resokition,  he  thought  was  manifest,  and  be  therefore 
proposed  to  amend  it  by  inserting,  after  the  word  *'  pa- 
pers," the  following  :  *'  with  a  view  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port to  tliis  House  such  facts  as  may  be  useful  to  puide 
the  judgment  of  this  House  in  relation  to  a  revision  of 
the  tariff  duties  on  imported  goods." 

Mr.  STEVENSON  thought  the  amendment  ought  not 
to  prevail.  Gentlemen  had  deprecated  the  delay  which 
would  result  from  adopting  the  resolution.  The  evident 
effect  of  the  amendment  would  be,  by  re<}uiring  a  detail- 
ed report,  to  delay  the  bill.  The  committee  had  a  due 
reference  to  time,  when  they  agreed  to  the  resolution. 
The  committee  will  not  retard  the  report  jof  a  bill,  so  ns 
to  be  too  late  for  legislation.  The  aigument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Svonns]  is,  tlierefore,  fkV- 
lacious.  It  is  founded  upon  error.  The  Committee  have 
determined  to  report  in  reasonable  time.  The  authority 
asketl,  it  is  not  too  much  to  presume,  will  be  lued  with 
reasonable  discretion.  It  is  not  intended  to  send  to  Or- 
leans, Missouri,  or  to  Maine,  for  information  ;  much  of  it 
is  at  hand,  even  here,  but  it  is  wanted  in  an  unquestion- 
able form,  and  there  is  no.  power  to  command  it. 

Mr.  8.  said  the  committee  possess  sufficient  informa- 
tion on  several  of  the  subjects  referred,  but  want  it  on 
others.  He  would  not  dwell  on  the  arguments  of  gentle- 
men who  urged  that  the  adopting  the  resolution  would 
delay  a  report ;  it  was  argument  against  fact.  The  com- 
mittee had  determined  to  report  in  January,  and  will  do 
so.  He  again  stated,  that  the  committee  were  not  solici- 
tous on  the  question  of  passing  the  resolution,  but  would 
prefer  it  without  the  amendment,  unless  the  committee 
would  be  sanctioned  in  extending  the  report  to  a  later 
day.  He  wm  averse  to.  the  report  and  passage  of  bilk 
without  due  examination  of  facts.  For  want  of  due  refer, 
ence  to  fact%  this  House  last  Winter  passed  a  bill,  appa- 
rently, in  part,  for  the  benefit  of  our  farmers.  Its  opera- 
tion, as  may  be  now  seen,  by  reference  to  the  imports  of 
the  year,  would  have  been  a  fraud  upon  the  hopes  of  the 
wool'grower— so  in  effect,  if  not  in  intention.  The  biU 
seemed  to  increase  the  duty  on  imported  wooL  but  vas 
so  woixled  as  to  add  nothing  to  the  duty  on  wool  costing 
not  more  than  ten  cents.  It  left  an  opportunity  to  invoice 
the  great  part  of  the  wool  imported,  at  or  below  that 
price.  To  shew  the  facts,  in  part,  if  the  House  will  par- 
don me,  I  will  state  the  importations  into  the  collection 
district  of  Boston,  for  the  last  three  years. 

From  October  1st,  1824^  to  October  1st,  1825,  costing 
Above  ten  cents,  f  157,424.    Not  over  ten  cents,  $40,143. 
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From  October  Ist,  1835,  to  October  1st,  1826,  costing 
above  ten  cents,  $118,801.  Costing  not  over  ten  cents, 
^,980. 

'  From  1st  October,  1826,  to  Ist  October,  1827,  costing 
above  ten  centi^  $  93,373.  Costing  not  over  ten  cents, 
$132,450. 

The  quantity  of  wool  imported  into  the  Qopton  district 
for  the  yeai*  ending  October  1st,  1837,  costing  above  ten 
cents,  was  three  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  pounds.  Of  that  costing  not  over  ten 
cents,  one  million  four  hundred  and  seventy  three  thou* 
sand  two  hundred  and  ninety  pounds.  Here,  then,  you 
have  brought  inta  one  port  atone  this  enormous  amount, 
and  that  costing  not  over  ten  c^nts,  would,  under  the  fal- 
lacious provisions  of  the  woollens  bill,  have  paid  no  addi- 
tional duty.  The  present  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  the  above,  is  an  average  of  about  one  penny  per 
pound.  A.  vast  protection  to  the  wool-growing  farmer, 
indeed.  The  woollens  bill  would  not  have  increased  tliis. 
Sir,  I  am  the  friend  of  the  farmer  and  of  the  manufaic- 
turet,  and  seek  information  in  order  to  do  tlieir  interests 
justice.  The  agriculturist  and  manufacturer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania are  willing  to  be  judged  by  facts,  and  will  not  sup* 
press  inquiry. 

i  have  pomted  out  what  would  have  occurred,  in  part, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  woollens  bill,  in  order  to  shew 
how  necessary  it  is  to  do  something  more  than  to  cry 
tariff:  we  prefer  information  from  the  first  soiurces.  The 
committee  will  not  delay  their  report  beyond  January, 
and  it  is  better  to  so  frame  their  bill,  and  arrange  its  pro- 
visions to  existing  exigencies,  than  to  cast  it  crude  and  in- 
digested into  this  House,  founded  in  error,  and  firaught 
with  discord. 

•  The  amount  of  wool  imported  into  Boston,  costing  over 
ten  cents,  has  been  diminishing  for  three  years ;  that 
•stated  as  costing  not  over,  has-been  greatly  increas- 
mg.  The  revenue  may  be  suffering,  and  ihe  farmer  too, 
by  the  great  advantage  of  invoicing  wool  not  over  10  cents. 

Mr.  M  \LLARY  said  that  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  oppose  the  resolution  liad  been  stated  by  him  when 
last  up,  and  he  should  not  have  risen  at  present,  but  for 
the  last  remark  of  the  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat.  Mr.  H.  Was  here  proceeding  in  a  course  of  general 
remark^  by  way  of  reply,  when— 

.  Mr.  OAKL£Y  sucpgested  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  resolution  itself,  when  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  only,  was  under  consideration. 

The  SPBAKBR  pronounced  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Mai- 
KAHT  to  bt  not  strictly  in  order* 

Mr.  MALLARY  then  resumed,  that  lie  could  "not  per- 
ceiVe  that  the  amendment  varied  in  the  least  the  principle 
of  the  resolution.  It  rendered  it,  indeed,  somewhat  more 
specific,  but  the  same  reasons  which  applied  to  the  one, 
applied  with  equal  force  to  the  other.  His  objection  to 
the  amendment,  like  that  to  the  resolution,  was,  that  the 
People  of  this  country  have  already  acted  on  the  genetaf 
subject  with  full  knowledge  and  great  intelligence.  Their 
wishes  had  been  explicithr  sUted ;  and,  if  they  were  all 
summoned  here  to  testify,  the  committee  could  g«t  no 
more,  in  rabstance,  than  they  had  already.  If  gentle- 
men wished  to  know  the  actual  condition  of  the  various 
branches  of  manufactures  throughout  the  country,  they 
had  already  all  the'  requisite  information  to  guide  them. 
Did  the  committee  want  light  on  the  genend  question, 
whether  fkrther  protection  was  needed  on  our  woollen 
manufactures,  or  did  they  doubt  that  those  of  hemp  and 
iron  ought  to  sl)ar«  in  a  system  of  protecting  duties  ?r— 
Surely  not.  Such  knowledge  as  they  had,  was  all  they 
needed  as  pmctical  men,  and  was  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  come  to  such  a  result  as  would  answer  the  public 
expectation.  It  certunly  looked  very  much  as  if  tne  ob- 
ject of  the  gentlemen,  in  introducing  such  a  resolution  as 
thts^  *was  merely  to  produce  delay.     The  committee  had 


been  in  session  nearly  four  weeks,  and  now  the  genUennan 
first  perceives  the  want  of  information  as  to  the  objects 
to  be  protected ;  and,  in  order  to  get  it,  asks  for  the 
power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers.  But  all  that 
was  now  known,  was  equally  well  known  weeks  ago,  and 
every  reason  that  operates  now,  operated  then. 

I'he  committee,  said  Mr.  M. ,  had  before  it  the  testi- 
mony of  some  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the  United 
States — most  of  whom  are  personally  known  to  many  of 
the  members  of  this  House.  But  if  we  had  all  those  be- 
fbre  us  whom  the  People  of  this  country  sent  to  represent 
them  in  the  late  convention,  and  could  examine  them 
from  this  New-Year  to  the  next,  we  should  get  but  few 
new  facts,  and  no  new  views  on  the  general  subject.  We 
have  abundant  information  to  enable  us  to  judge  whether 
it  is  not  important  that  something  should  be  done  for  the 
benefit  of  this  branch  of  the  national  interests.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House  are  well  acqtiainted  with  the  inter- 
ests and  wishes  of  their  constituents  ;  nor  have  they  de- 
rived that  knowledge  from  examining  the  price  current 
of  one  or  of  two  yekrs,  which  had  been  calculated,  he 
would  venture  to  say,  for  the  express  end  of  producing 
an  effect.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  opposite,  for 
example,  [Mr.  Storbs]  knew,  as  well  as  any  one  could 
inform  him,  what  was  the  state  of  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests iii  the  coiuity  of  Qneida.  Other  gentlemen  had 
the  same  knowledge  in  relation  to  their  respective  dis* 
tricts  ;  and,  if  the  committee  wanted  light,  they  had  only 
to  come  to  the  members  of  this  House  and  they  would 
obtain  it.  Such  were  some  of  his  views  in  opponng  the 
resolution. 

'  As  to  the  bill  of  last  session,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  gentlemui 
had  certainly  gone  to  the  tomb  for  the  subject  of  hta  re-- 
marks. What  was  done  in  the  last  Congress  could  not 
be  brought  forwsrd  as  of  much  avail  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. That  bill,  the  gentleman  says,  operated  as  a  fraud 
on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country.  It  was  re- 
ported, it  seems,  by  the  committee,  from  a  want  of  know- 
ledge, and  its  passage  by  the  House  was  an  egregious 
blunder.  Now,  what  was  the  real  history  of  that  matter  f 
The  committee  were  informed,  that,  in  laying  the  pro- 
tecting doty,  it  would  be  productive  of  iiyurious  conse- 
quences, if  they  made  tlie  duty  on  the  raw  material  and 
on  the  manufactured  article  to  commence  at  the  same 
time.  It  was  shewn  to  them,  by  satisfactory  evidence, 
that  there  was  an  immense  capital  which  had  been  invest- 
ed in  the  manufacture  of  woollens,  and  was  then  idle  $ 
and  that  unless  some  time  were  suffered  to  elapse  before 
the  duty  on  raw  wool  should  be.  enforced,  serious  injury 
must  necessarily  ensue*  Such  were  the  views  under 
which  that  bill  was  passed.  If  they  were  erronedus»  it 
certainly  was  not  for  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  fiiots. 
Does  the  gentleman  suppose  that  the  committee  stand  In 
need  of  having  the  farmers  of  this  country  coming  to 
their  colnmittee  room  to  see  they  are  not  cheated  by  the 
measures  of  this  House?  Was  it  necessary  for  them  to 
testify  in  person,  before  the  committee  could  determine 
whether  the  duty  on  the  raw  maUrial  and  on  the  manu- 
factured ftibric,  should  or  should  not  be  simultaneous  ^ 
The  gentleman's  whole  argument  &om  that  bill  was  in- 
applicable  and  out  of  place.  The  question  which  the 
committee  had  to  decide,  and  on  which  the  House  had 
afterwards  to  pass,  was  a  question  of  expediencv*  The 
House  did  pass  upon  it,  and  tliey  fully  knew  what  they 
were  doing. 

Mr.  M.  said  that,  from  information,  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  stock  of  domestic  wool  was  not  now  sufficient. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that  there  were  spindles  enough 
now  idle  that  could  be  put  in  motion,  in  a  short  period-- 
perhaps  in  twenty-four  hours — to  use  an  amount  equal  to 
the  foreign  supply.  The  farmer  could  not  furnish  the 
I  additionalraw  material  for  some  time  i  the  manufiicturer 
could  put  his  machinery  into  immediate  operatio|i»  &c. 
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As  to  the  statements  which  the  gentleman  had  quoted, 
with  regard  to  the  importation  of  the  different  qualities 
of  wool,  in  two> successive  years,  he  did  not  see  what  it 
proved,  nor  did  he  distinctly  understand  for  what  purpose 
It  was  introduced.  Gentlemen  all  knew  that  much  coarse 
wool  had  been  imported,  and  much  ol  it  under  the  value 
often  cents. 

[At  this  point  the  debate  was  arrested  by  the  Speaker, 
who  announced  that  the  hour  allotted  for  rej^orts  and  re- 
sokitions  had  expired.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MALLARY,  however,  the  rule  on 
that  subject  was  fur  this>day  su8pende<},  two-thirds  of  the 
House  sustaining  his  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  MALLARY  then  resumed  his  speech,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  make  some  remarks  on  the  effects  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  tariff  bill  of  1824,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  INGHAM,  of  Penn.,  on  the  groimd  that 
these  remarks  had  no  necessary  connexion  with  the 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  so  decided :  when 
Mr.  MALLARY  observed,  that  the  gentleman  on  the 
other  side,  had  not,  he  believed,  been  checked  in  a 
course  «>f  pretty  general  remarks  on,  the  same  subject, 
and  he  had  supposed  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  follow  his 
example  :  but  he  should  certainly  stibmit  to  the  decision 
of  the  Chair;  and  Mr.  M.  then  took  liis  seat. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said,  two  objection*  had  been  stat- 
ed to  grant  the  power  reqtiested  by  the  resolution. 
First,  that  it  is  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  the  House  and 
the  committee  are  already  possessed  of  all  the  informa- 
tion which  can  be  produced  by  the  examinations  which 
the  resolution  authorizes.  Secondly,  that  the  incdnveni-' 
encc  attending  the  delay  necessary  to  procure  the  testi- 
mony will  more  than  counterbalance  any  advantage  we 
might  expect  in  obtaining  it.  If  the  first  suggestion  be 
true,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question  r  it  will  be  nugatory 
to  give  the  committee  power  to  examine  witnesses,  Co 
procitre  evidence  which  we  already  possess  j  but  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  objection  is  made,  I  fear,  will  show  con- 
clusively that  we  are  not  quite  so  well  informed  as  those 
who  urge  it  would  have  us  believe.  But,  however  gen- 
tlemen may  be  satisfied  with  the  extent  of  their  own 
knowledge,  we  owe  something  to  the  respectable  com- 
mittee that  has  asked  us  for  this  delegation  of  power. 
They  tell  us  that  there  are  material  points  of  the  subject 
on  which  they  desire  to  be  informed  before  they  can  pre- 
sent u8  sucb  a  bill  as  they  can  recommend  to  be  passed, 
and  they  ask  the  means  to  procure  it.  What  answer 
•hall  we  give  them  ?  Shall  we  say,  we  understand  the 
subject  perfectly  ;  bring  in  your  bill  as  well  as  you  can  ; 
We  want  no  Information  from  you  ?  Shall  we  i-e verse  the 
rule  of  business  in  this  House,  an<I,  instead  of  employing 
H  committee  to  state  facts,  and  give  us  their  deductions 
from  them,  shall  we  oblige  them  to  bring  in  a  bill  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  supply  the  gross 
deficiency  by  our  superior  knowledge  ?  But,  before  we 
take  this  course,  it  is  worth  enquiry  whether  we  our- 
selves possess  this  knowledge,  and  ta  what  extent  ?  We 
will  take  this  from  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  reso- 
lution, if  any  member  in  the  House  possess  the  informa- 
tion. They  have  it,  and  they  have  not  left  us  in  doubt 
as  to  the  kind  of  evidence  on  which  they  rest  their  be- 
lief. What  more,  say  those  gentlemen,  can  be  desired  ? 
Have  we  not  memorials  from  all  the  manufacturers  ?  Do 
not  our  tables  groan  with  the  weight  of  their  complaints  ? 
What  more  can  be  desh^  '  Something  more,  in  my 
opinion  :  and  if  this  is  the  best  evidence — and  it  must  be 
supposed  to  be  such,  for  it  has  been  relied  on  by  all  who 
spoke  against  the  resolution^it  is  (he  strongest  argument 
that  could  be  used  in  favor  of  the  measure  proposed.  I 
will  believe  that  many  of  these  memorialists  are  very  re- 
spectable people  5  but  are  they  disinlcrestcd  ?  Their 
object  is  to  obtain  a  protecting  duty  amouming  to  a  pro- 


hibition  of  all  foreign  manufactures.  And  to  persuade 
us  to  tax  the  whole  community  to  the  amount  tliat  such 
a  measure  necessarily  involves,  they  tell  us  that,  with  the 
present  protection,  high  as  it  is,  their  establisbments  can- 
not exist ;  that  it  is  a  losing  business-f  that  they  are  oblig* 
ed  to  discharge  their  workmen  \  but  that,  if  we  will 
agree  to  tax  the  rest  of  the  community,  to  enable  them 
to  become  rich,  as  soon  as  this  object  is  attained,  their 
prices  will  fall,  and  we  shall  obtain  tlieir  manufactures 
cheaper  then  than  we  can  import  them  now.  But,  sir, 
before  I  yield  to  this  fine  reasoning  t  before  1  agree  to 
impose  this  tax  upon  my  constituents,  I  must  be  perroito 
ted  to  say  that  1  want  evidence  {  that  my  duty  will  nol 
permit  me  to  rely  on  the  bare  assertion  of  any  one,  muck 
less  on  that  of  interested  penons,  be  they  evcrso  respec- 
table. I  want  to  know  wJieUier  it  is  true  that  the  manu* 
facturcrs  of  wool  are  really  going  to  ruin  with  a  protect- 
ing duty  of  more  than  fifty  per  cent.  1  want  to  know 
the  reason  of  this,  if  it  be  true ;  and  I  want  to  know 
from  what  facts  the  conclusion  is  drawn  tliat  the  saoM 
manufacturers  which  cannot  exist  now,  as  we  are  told  , 
with  this  enormous  protecting  duty,  and  tlie  correspond- 
ing price  it  produces,  will  be  enabled  (o  seH  their  gooda 
cheaper,  at  a  future  day,  than  they  can  be  imported  with* 
out  that  duty  ?  A  long  professional  practice  has  taught 
me  the  danger  of  mXymf;  on  the  testimony  of  interested 
witnesses,  and  has  also  ahown  me  the  great  utility  of 
cross  examination.  From  disinterested  witnesses  it  is 
calculated  to  elicit  truth  i  but  it  is  invaluable,  for  the  de« 
tectioif-of  all  those  subterfuges  to  whidi  interest  resorts, 
in  order  to  hide  the  truth,  or  give  a  false  color  to  a  true 
statement 

The  manufacturers  say  that  their  present  profits  are  an 
insufBcient  inducement  for  canying  on  their  business. 
They  have  (old  us  so  for  years ;  yet  they  carry  it  on. 
They  told  us  they  must  cease  to  exist,  if  we  did  not  in- 
crease the  duty  I  yet  they  still  exist.  Yet  they  increase  ; 
and  we  do  not  hear  that  one  millioii  of  dollars  that  we 
were  last  year  told  was  invested  in  the  business,  has  been 
withdrawn.  Nay,  I  have  been  informed,  (but  do  not 
vouch  fur  the  fact,)  that,  during  the  last  aeksion,  at  the 
very  moment  we  were  told  that  the  manufiicttifers  were 
dischai^ing  their  hands,  preparatory  to  tlieir  dissolution* 
at  that  very  moment,  I  have  been  informed*  tlwt  aeveral 
new  incorporations  Were  made,  with  very  lai^c  capitals, 
for  carrying  on  the  same  business.  Be  this  as  ii  may* 
there  is  certainly  some  inconsistency  between  the  allega- 
tions of  impending  dissolution,  and  the  actual  existence 
of  these  valuable  establishments  \  it  is  this  that  I  wish  to 
penetrate  by  evidence,  by  publicity^  Let  ua  examine 
these  manufacturers,  and  know  what  they  mean  by  aiatp 
profit.  If  it  should  appear  on  this  examination  that  they 
make  ten  per  cent  clear  profit,  but  do  not  think  tbai( 
a  sufficient  encouragement  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
whetlier  the  House  would  coincide  in  that  opinion  and 
go  on  protecting  until  they  can  make  15  or  20---'not  I 
tor  onei  I  will  never  consent  that  my  eonstituents 
shall  pay  such  a  tax  in  order  to  produce  such  an  enor- 
mods  profit.  It  may  be,  su-,  that  the  representations 
are  true  :  if  they  are,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  man- 
ufacturer that  the  truth  should  appear  by  such  testimo- 
ny as  will  ^ve  it  credence.  Now,  sir,  how  is  it  -  pro- 
posed to  legislate  J  On  our  own  information,  and  that 
which  we  may  chance  to  obtain  from  interested  aoureea. 
Gentlemen  g^ve  ua  their  opinion.  I  have  the  utmost  r^ 
spect  for  it,  but  I  want  to  know  on  what  it  is  founded  ; 
it  cannot  be  frcm  practical  knowledgev  it  roust  be  there- 
fore from  information )  but  I  want  that  information  on  oatli ; 
I  want  it  in  the  shape  of  evidence  ;  and  as  much  as  re- 
gular judicial  testimony  is  superior  to  hearsay,  so  onich  is 
Uie  evidence  which  the  committee  de«re  to  obtain,  su- 
perior to  that  wliich  the  House  now  possesses. 
The  bill  which  passed  this  House,  the  last  session. 
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f»troffigly  shows  how  useful  this  mode  of  obtaining'  infor- 
raation  would  hare  been.  Wool  under  ten  cents  cost 
was  left  untaxed,  because  it  was  supposed  that  little  of 
it  entered  into  the  fabric  of  cloth  ;  yet  the  information 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  shows,  that 
the  quantity  imported  of  tliat  species,  the  last  year,  was 
more  than  four  times  that  of  the  higher  priced^  Then 
we  acted  from  general  information,  perhaps  from  the  al- 
legation of  those  interested  to  deceive  us.  If  we  had 
tested  this  by  a  cross  examination  on  oath,  the  truth  would 
have  appeared,  and  we  should  never  have  passed  a  bill 
so  ungenerous  to  the  farming  interest. 

As  to  the  delay,  I  do  not  apprehend  it.  All  tlie  infor- 
mation wanted  can  be  procured  in  a  few  weeks ;  but 
were  the  delay  greater,  the  advantages  to  be  obtained 
from  it  would  more  than  compensate  for  any  disadvantage 
attending  it. 

But  the  practice  is  new  !  Too  new,  sir  !  Too  rare  in 
our  legislation.  All  our  laws,  particularly  those  for  the 
protection  of  commerce  or  manufactures,  would  be  bet- 
ter, more  stable,  more  wise,  if  we  had  sooner  rasorted  to 
it.  But,  though  new  to  us,  we  know  its  effects.  The 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain^  sitting  in  the  most  commer- 
cial town  of  F.urope,  where  information  may  be  procured 
on  evety  subject  by  every  member,  at  his  will,  does  not 
i-ely  on  that  information  .*  they  pursue  this  course.  Not 
an  alteration  is  made  in  any  department  until  witnesses 
have  been  examined  and  cross  exammed  before  an  open 
committee,  and  their  examinations  reduced  to  writing 
and  submitted  to  the  House.  We  have  in  our  library 
forty  or  fifty  folios  filled  with  these  examinations.  If 
found  necessary  there,  how  much  more  so  here,  where 
we  are  shut  out  from  all  information  but  that  which  we 
can  procure  by  letters  from  a  distance,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  oath,  frequently  from  interested  persons,  and 
without  the  advantage  of  cross  examination,  to  elicit  the 
(rath.  Sttppose*  as  may  be  the  case,  that  the  representa- 
tions we  have  received  are  true  $  certainly  the  truth  will 
appear,  and  the  more  convincing,  when  supported  by  le- 
gal proof,  than  by  loose  opinion.  If  this  resolution  do 
not  pass,  it  will  be  said  that  the  truth  was  concealed ; 
that  the  parties  feared  to  be  brought  to  their  oath.  But, 
if  it  pass,  and  the  statements  bhould  prove  correct,  we 
may  then  vote  conscientiously,  because  we  shall  vote  with 
a  knowledge  of  the  facts  before  us. 

For  these  reasons  I  give  my  support  to  the  resolution. 
Mr.  OAKJLEY  bow  expressed  his  apprehension,  that 
the  House  was  in  danger  of  being  prematurely  involved 
in  the  discussion  of  the  general  subject.  The  question 
now  to  be  decided,  was  on  ilie  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment,  and,  on  this  point,  he  h«d  supposed,  when  he  of- 
fered the  amendment,  that  there  would  havd  been  but 
one  opinion.  If,  said  Mr.  O.  you  grant  the  power  asked, 
shall  or  shall  not  the  object  of  granting  it  be  expressed 
in  tlie  resolution  ?  That  is  the  question,  ^nd  the  sole 
question  before  the  House  «  but,  as  the  amendment  I  of- 
fered appears  to  involve  some  gentlemen  in  difficulty, 
and  is  especially  disapproved  of  by  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee opposite,  (Mr.  ISTxvsarsoar,)  I  will  now  withdraw 
it,  and  if  in  order,  will  move  another  in  its  place.  Mr. 
O.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  Uie  original  re- 
solution moved  by  Mr.  Mallast,  after  the  word  «  Re- 
solved,'' and  in  lieu  thereof,  insert  the  following: 

«  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be  empower- 
ed to  send  for,  and  to  examine  persons  on  oath,  concern- 
ing the  present  condition  of  our  manufactures,  and  to 
report  the  minutes  of  such  examination  to  this  House." 
Mr.  STEWART  titougiit  Umt  this  amendment  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  other.  As  a  friend  to  the  poli- 
cy  of  protecting  the  home  interest  of  this  criimtry,  he 
had  hoped  ttiat  the  House  would,  by  Uiis  tune,  have  re- 


especially,  when  he  perceived  the  anxiety  manifested  on 
this  subject,  by  so  large  a  portion  of  this  community. 

[Mr.  Stbwart  was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Mc- 
DUFFIE,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  discussing  the  ori- 
ginal proposition  on  a  question  of  amendment,  when, 
admitting  that  the  amendment  did  not  go  to  change  the  . 
character  of  the  original  resolution.  The  CllAlIl  did 
not  sustain  the  objection  of  Mr.  McDuffii:.] 

Mr.  STEWART  then  proceeded  to  observe,  tlwt  the 
power  asked  by  tlie  comnuttee  was  not  only  novel  and . 
extraordinary,  but  wholly  unnecessary.     The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  had  asked,  witli  much  empha- 
sis, whether  the  House  would  deprive  its  own  committee 
of  information  which  they  considered  necessary  to  a  right 
discharge  of  their  duty  /    To  this  question  he  answered 
No ;  but  he  would  in  turn  enquire  whether  this  commit- 
tee had  not  all  the  ordinary  means  of  obtaining  such  in-, 
formation  as  was  indeed  necessary  ?     Had  they  not  the 
same  means  that  all  other  committees  had,  and  might  not 
every  other  committee  of  the  House  ask  for  this  power 
with  equal  season  ?    Did  they  not  possess  more  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  manufactures  tban  had  ever  been . 
accumukkted  before  }    Had  they  not  all.  the  facts  which, 
had  heen  collected  by  ti>eir  predecessors  ?     Certainly. 
But  he  would  ask  further,  what  has  th's  committee  done? 
If  they  want  further  infomnation,  liave  they  addre^d  let- 
ters to  such  persons  as  are-  able  to  furnish  it  ?    Could 
tbere  be  any  doubt,  that  if  they  did  this,  full  and  correct 
answers  would  be  received  ?    For  himself,  he  had  none, 
but  would  be  glad  to  know  if  the  letters  had  been  writ- 
ten.   The  committee,  said  Mr.  S.,  have  the  reports  of 
those  who  introduced  the  tariff  bill  of  1816,  that  of  1821, 
and  that  of  1824,  which  was  reported  by  the  committee 
on  the  ninth  day  of  the  next  month.     M;^  colleague  [Mr. 
Stkvknsoiv]  says  that  he  wants  information,  and  has  re- 
ferred the  House  to  certain  facts  in  a  statement  relative  to' 
the  importation  of  wool :  but  wlierc  did  tiie  gentleman 
get  that  stateoient  ^    He  got  it  from  the  7>easury  re- 
port.   Dues  he  want  the  committee  to  be  clotbed  with 
power  to  sen^Var  Treasury  reports }    Sir,  before  I  con- 
fer such  a  power  as  is  now  asked  for,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  how  it  is  to  be  exerted,  for  what  end,  and  to 
what  extent  ?     For  whoiti  are  these  gentlemen  going  to 
send  ?     Is  it  for  the  manufacturers  ?    If  it  is,  will  they 
not  also  send  for  the  various  Chambers  of  Commerce  in 
our  Atlantic  cities,  (for  I  presume  witnesses  are  to  be 
heard  on  both  sides,)  and,  sir,  must  they  not  sena  to  the 
South  ?    Must  they  not  bring  Governor  Giles  and  Doc- 
tor Cooper  to  enlighten  them  on  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion ?    Nay,  sir,  will  tJiey  not  have  to  send  for  tiie  far- 
mers, of  the  United  States  to  testify  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  tariff  on  agriculture  ?     Sir,  we  shall  want  a  whole 
regiment  of  Sergeants*at-arms  to  carry  their  warrants  in- 
to effect.     But,  for  my  part,  I  want  no  information  from 
the  manufacturers.     I  am  not  now  legislating  for  them, 
1  am  legislating  for  the  farmers.     I  have  nothing  to  6o 
with  the  maiuifaclurei's.     I  repeat  it,  1  am  legislating  for 
the  farmers,  I  am  trying  to  build  up  a  home  market.     I 
am  endeavoring  to  provide  for  tl>e  farmers  of  the  United 
States  peace  markets  for  tticir  raw  materials,  for  iheir 
fiour,  for  tJicir  pork,  for  their  com,  for  their  beef,  for 
their  butter.    And  this  measure  1  cannot  consent  to  see 
delayed  by  what  amounts,. in  my  judgment,  to  an  indefi- 
nite postponement.     I  want  to  see  neither  our  manufac- 
turers, nor  our  Chambers  of  Commerce,  nor  our  farmers 
coming  before  this  committee.     They  have  all  told  us 
Hhat  they  want.     I  do  i>ot  wish   to  see  them  brought 
from  tlieir  various  homes — and,  sir,  1  ask  at  whose  ex- 
pense ?  -  Certainly  at  their  own,  for  it  is  they  who  at  last 
must  pay  for  it. 
[Here  Mr.  S.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  CAMBRE- 


ceived  from  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  a  bill,  ra-    LENG  :  but  the  CHAIK  pronounced  htm  not  to  be  out 
ther  Uian  a  resolution  for  enquiry.     Ue  had  hoj-ed  so  I  of  order.] 
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Mr.  S.  returned  his  speech,  and  fbrther  innated  on  the 
impropriety  of  conferring  a  power  so  great  as  was  now  de- 
manded, and  so  novel  in  its  character,  without  some  very 
^extraordinary  reason  for  its  exercise.  His  objections  to 
the  grant  was,  that  it  was  unnecessary — as  all  needful  in- 
formation was  within  reach  of  the  committee  without  it. 
He  hoped  the  committee  had  at  least  made  the  trial  of  ob- 
taining this  information  by  correspondence.  If  they  had 
done  thisi  and  failed  to  obtain  it,  they  wotUd  come  before 
tlie  House  with  a  better  grace.  The  House  was  now 
-within  a  few  days  of  the  time  when  the  former  bills  on 
this  subject  had  been  reported.  To  begin  at  sach  a  pe- 
riod of  the  wssion,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  was 
-virtually  to  postpone,  and  certainly  to  defeat  the  whole 
measure. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  as  my  colleagues  [Mr.  Stxtxit- 
Boar  and  Mr.  Stswakt]  have  expressed  opinions  directly 
ut  variance  with  each  other,  I  shall  state  my  reasons  for 
the  vote  which  I  intend  to  give.  I-  am  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  p^entleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Oaklxt]  {  not  because  it  varies  in  principle  from 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures, but  because  it  eipresses  more  fully  and  distinctly 
the  objects  which  that  committee  had  in  view. 

It  has  been  stated  and  urged  by  gentlemen,  in  this  de- 
bate, that  the  vote  which  may  be  given  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  vote  against  the 
policy  ot  protecting  domestic  manufactures.  I  protest 
against  any  such  inference.  ^  It  is  at  war  with  the  uct  It 
a&sumes  the  principle,  that,  because  the  friends  of  the 
resolution  wish  to  cast  all  the  light  which  can  be  shed 
upon  the  subject — because  they  wish  to  act  with  know* 
ledge  and  deliberation — that,  therefore,  they  are  oppos- 
ed to  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures.  It  as* 
sumes  the  position  that  the  desire  to  obtain  information 
concerning  a  measure,  necessarily  pre-supposes  hostility 
to  it.  This  is  a  singular  mode  of  argument.  I  feel  con- 
fident, that,  when  the  House  shall  have  acquired  a  know< 
ledge  of  all  tlie  facts^and  when  they  shalLbe  spread  be< 
fore  the  nation,  in  an  authentic  form,  we  shall  pass  a  bill 
much  more  satisfactory  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country, 
than  we  can  do  without  the  information. 

But,  it  has  been  stated  tliat  the  delay  which  must  fol- 
*-  low  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  will  defeat  the  bill,  at 
the  present  session.  I  have  been  astonished  to  hear  this 
argument  ur^ed,  after  the  explicit  declaration  of  the 
Committee  of  Domestic  Manufactures.  One  of  its  mem- 
bers [Mr.  Stxvsnsov]  has  solemnly  declared,  that  delay 
has  not  been  the  object,  nor  will  it  be  the  effect  of  the 
measure.  They  have  determined  to  report  a  bill  during 
the  next  month,  and  hope  they  will  he  enabled  to  do  so, 
sume  time  before  its  close.  After  such  a  declaration  up- 
on this  floor,  will  any  gentleman  again  repeat,  that  the 
intention  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  is  delay  f  I 
trust  not.  Upon  the  ground  of  delay,  therefore,  there 
-  is  no  reason  for  voting  against  this  resolution.  Much  as  i 
desire  more  information  concerning  the  manufacture  of 
wocUens,  if  I  could,  for  one  moment,  believe,  that  the 
passage  of  this  resolution  would  prevent  us  from  acting 
efficiently  upon  the  tariff,  during  the  present  session,  I 
bhould  vote  m  the  negative.  I  apprehend  no  such  result. 
Gentlemen  have  argued,  that  the  power  to  send  for 
persons  to  testify,  which  the  respectable  Committee  of 
Manufactures  desire  to  obtain  from  tlie  House,  is  danger- 
ous and  unprecedented.  What  a  mere  bug-bear  is  this 
argument !  If  two  of  your  citizens  engage  in  litigation, 
no  matter  how  contemptible  the  subject  in  dispute  may 
be,  your  laws  will  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses, 
whaiever  may  be  the  individual  sacrifice.  Justice  must 
be  done  between  them.  And  shall  it  be  said,  that,  when 
a  measure,  deeply  affecting  the  interest  of  every  man  in 
the  United  States,  is  before  the  Uepresentatives  of  the 
ptople,  that  it  is  the  exercise  of  extraordinary  power. 


to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesoea  who  ean  give  us 
practical  information  upon  the  subject }  This  power  has 
never  before  been  questioned,  nnee  I  have  been  a  mem^ 
ber  of  this  House. 

For  my  own  part,  I  aiQ  a  sincere  friend  to  tiie  Tariff, 
and  have  no  doubt  that  the  manufacture  of  woollens  re* 
quires  additional  protection  :  the  great  question  is,  in 
what  degree  ?  We  must  know  the  extent  of  the  evil,  be* 
fore  we  can  proportion  the  remedy  to  it.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject, my  principles  have  never  changed.  I  have  ever 
been  in  favor  of  affording  such  protection  to  our  domes- 
tic  manufactures,  as  will  enable  them  to  enter  into  &ir 
and  succeuful  competition  with  foreign  manufactures,  in 
our  domestic  markets.  If  you  go  beyond  this  point,  you 
reach  prohibition ;  and  thus  afford  an  unneeessary  and 
unjust  protection  to  the  manufacturer,  at  the  expense  of 
the  consumer.  On  the  other  hand,  if  yoa'faU  short  of  it, 
you  disappoint  the  just  hopes  of  the  manufacturer,  and 
withdraw  from  him  the  foundation  on  which  he  has  a  ri^t 
to  expect  that  he  shall  sUnd.  It  is  not  easy  to  determine 
the  precise  point  to  which  we  ought  to  go.  To  eir  on 
the  one  side,  will  injure  the  manufiiotm«r->to  err  on  the 
other,  will  injure  the  consumer.  The  woollen  manufac- 
turers themselves  differ,  ai  to  the  degree  of  protection 
necessary.  How,  then,  can  we  decide  between  them, 
without  calling  them  before  u^  and  ascertaining  tbelacU 
upon  which  their  respective  opinions  rest  ?  My  colleague 
[Mr.  Stxwabt]  may  know  the  precise  degree  of  protec- 
tion necessary.  I  confess  I  do  not.  Even  the  Commit- 
tee of  Domestic  Manufactures  are  in  the  dark  apoa  this 
subject. 

Who  are  the  manufacturers,  that  we  dare  not  approach 
them  ?  Shall  we  be  so  careful  of  their  accommodatiofi, 
that  we  must  act  blindly,  rather  than  send  far  them  lo 
give  us  information  ?  Shall  we  run  the  risk  of  injuiious- 
ly  affecting  the  agricultural  interest,  and  all  the.  other  in- 
terests of  the  country,  rather  than  send  for  a  few  of  tliose 
gentlemen  who  src  our  petitioners,  to  inf<»m  us  as  to  the 
deeree  of  protection  which  their  establishments  require? 
This  would  be  iH-timed  and  injudicious  kindness.  If  we 
send  for  them,  their  expenses  must  be  pwd  by  the 
House.  It  certunly  cannot  be  a  vcrv  grievous  matter 
i  for  them  to  spend  a  few  days  here,  during  the  ftshiona- 
ble  season,  at  the  public  expense,  when  so  nnny  of  oor 
citizens  visit  Wastiington  voluntarily,  at  their  own  pri- 
vate cost. 

I  confess  I  did  not  understand  by  what  authority  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Stbwabt]  undertook  to  propound  the 
questions  which  he  has  done  to  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures. They  are  not  now  upon  their  trial  They  are 
not  bound  to  answer  such  interrogatories.  They  have 
exposed  their  reasons  for  making  this  request  before  you, 
and  they  merely  wish  to  obtain  ytHir  advice  upon  the  sub- 
ject. They  will  rest  satisfied  with  whatever  may  be  your 
determination. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  must  say,  I  am  glad  that  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Stbwabt]  and  mysrif  at  length  agree  upon 
the  articles  proper  to  be  embraced  in  the  Tariff.  The 
abortive  attempt  which  he  made  to  amend  this  resolution, 
shews,  that  he  is  jiow  willing  to  protect  other  interests 
besides  those  contained  in  the  Woollen  Bill  of  tlie  last 
Session.  Since  that  period,  new  light,  from  some  quar- 
ter, has  beamed  upon  his  mind  ;  and  who  can,  therefore, 
tell,  but  that  the  information  sou^t  to  be  obtained  by 
this  resolution,  may  illumine  the  minds  of  othera  >  At  the 
last  Session,  when  I  proposed  to  include  in  the  Woollen 
Bill  several  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  amendment 
which  that  gentleman  has  this  day  offered,  he  voted  for 
the  previous  question,  which  was  carried  (  and  thua  my 
purpose  was  defeated. 

Mr.  BocBAiTAV  here  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  SrawAmT. 

Mr.  STEWART  rose  to  exp^n.    He  bad,  at  the  last 

session,  voted  for  every  propontion  the  object  of  wbicb 
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was  to  protect  either  manufactures  or  agriculture.  He 
had  never  voted  against  a  Tariff  question,  and  never 
would.  He  had  never  voted  a^tnst  a  single  proposi- 
tion in  any  shape,  which,  in  his  judgment,  was  calculat- 
ed to  protect  domestic  industiy.  He  had  voted  for  the 
woollens  bill  of  last  session,  not  as  being  all  that  he 
wished,  but  aa  being  all  that  he  could  get-— and  on  this 
ground  only. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the 
fact,  that  the-gentleman  [Mr.  Stewaet]  did  vote  for  the 
previous  question,  upon  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. It  will  be  for  the  House  and  jthc  country  to  de- 
cide, whether  the  explanation  of  that  vote  which  he  has 
now  given,  be  satisfactory  or  not. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  rose.  His  object  was,  he  said,  bare- 
\y  to  offer  a  single  suggestion,  in  addition  to  the  very  ju- 
dicious and  valuable  observation  which  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Livixostox]  and  one 
which,  conttdering  his  professional  experience  and  emi- 
nence, he  wondered  he  should  have  overlooked.  It  was 
that  this  resolution  proposed  to  give  to  the  committee  the 
great  benefit  of  viva  voce  testimony  in  contradistinction 
to  that  which  was  written  only.  He  was  not  himself  a 
professional  man,  but  he  would  leave  it  to  those  who 
were  of  the  profession,  and  understood  the  difference  be- 
tween examinations  snd  cross-examinations,  and  deposi- 
tions in  Chancery,  to  how  much  more  a  viva  voce  examin- 
ation was  calculated  to  extract  the  truth  from  a  witness 
whom  one  could  see  and  hear,  than  that  of  a  bill  and  an- 
swer in  Chancery,  where  the  witness  is  absent,  and  can 
be  neither  seen  nor  heard.  The  difference  between  these 
two  modes  of  examination  amoimted,  in  most  cases,  to 
the  difference  between  arriving  at  a  true  or  a  false  con- 
clusion. One  word  more,  and  he  had  done.  It  was  not 
his  place,  he  said,  to  interfere  to  setUe  the  difference 
between  the  two  Representatives  from  Pennsylvania— 
*«  Non  nottrum  ianiat  eamponere  Utet. "  This  debate  had, 
however,  had  the  effect  to  disclose  that  something,  o\ 
which  the  wisest  man  Uvinjg  bad  denied  the  existence— 
which  was  *•  somethmg  new  under  the  Sun.**  For,  the 
gentlemaix  horn  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  St«wa»t]  had  disco- 
vered  that  a  committee  of  this  House,  some  years  ago, 
did  make  a  report  upon  a  certain  day  in  the  next  month. 
Now,  if  facts  like  these  can  be  brought  forth  upon  tlie 
testimony  of  members  of  this  respectable  House,  said  Mr. 
R.>  tliere  is  no  knowing  what  may  not  be  elicited  by  ji 
personal  examination  of  those  ictelligent  persons  whom 
the  committee  propose  to  summon  before  them. 

Bfr.  WOOD,  of  New-York,  said,  that  his  objection  to 
this  resolution  rested  on  none  of  the  grounds  which  had 
been  stated.  I  doubt,  said  he,  the  power  of  the  House — 
that  is  my  difficulty.  It  has  been  once  decided,  at  least 
as  I  understood,  that  the  whole  judicial  power  of  this 
-House  related  to  two  classes  of  cases  only.  The  one  is, 
that  of  contested  elections ;  and  the  other  respects  cases 
of  malversation  in  office.  Such  has  ever  been  my  opin- 
ion. This,  therefore,  is  a  novel  case  for  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power.  The  manufacturers  apply  to  us  for  an  in 
crease  of  duties  Does  this  differ  from  an  ordinary  ap- 
plication for  relief  ?  Not  at  all,  as  to  this  principle.  I 
therefore  think  it  a  case  where  wc  have  no  power.  Eve- 
ry committee  clothed  with  such  a  power  is  constituted  a 
judicial  tribunal.  Where  do  we  get  the  power  to  do 
this  ?  I  deny  that  it  exists.  The  facts  which  bear  on  a 
petition  must  be  substantiated  by  the  petitioners  in  their 
own  way.  If  their  alleg^ations  are  believed  to  be  false,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  report  against  them  ;  but 
if  they  believe  tliem  true,  and  the  request  reasonable,  it 
is  the  committee*s  duty  to  report  in  their  favor.  If  the 
petitioners  volunteer,  without  any  compulsion  from  us, 
to  submit  affidavits,  and  to  exhibit  their  accounts,  their 
allegations  may  be  thereby  confirmed  ;  but  this  is  a  mat- 
ter which  must  be  left  entirely  to  themselves  j  and  when 


they  have  produced  such  evidence  as  they  think  fit,  it  is 
then  for  the  committee  to  judge  of  its  credibility,  and  re- 
port accordingly. 

Mr.  BURGES,  of  R.  I.,  said,  that  he  did  not  rise,  at 
this  late  hour,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  resolution,  or 
the  amendment,  but  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  whole 
question  till  Wednesday  next,  and  that,  in  the  meanwhile, 
the  Spxaker  should  examine  the  records  of  this  House, 
to  descover  whether  any  precedent  exists  for  the  grant 
of  such  a  power,  in  a  case  like  that  now  before  the 
House. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment, it  wiis  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  N.  Y.,  then  addressed  the  House, 
and  said,  that,  as  he  had  been  honored  with  a  situation  in 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  he  felt  the  more  entit- 
led to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  in  ofTering  afew 
statements  and  explanations,  in  reply  to  what  had  been 
advanced  on  the  other  side  ;  and  he  would  first  remark, 
that  it  was  three  weeks,  and  not  four  weeks,  as  had  been 
said,  since  the  members  composing  thrt  Committee,  had 
been  announced  to  the  House.    Por  some  days  afler  their 
appointment,  not  a  single  memorial,  either  for  or  against 
an  alteration  in  the  present  tariff  of  duties  had  been  laid 
before  them.     Then  a  few  petitions,  very  briefly  and 
generally  expressed,  were  received  from  two  or  three  of 
the  States  f  and,  if  the  gentlemen  who  seemed  to  cen- 
sure the  Committee  for  negligence,  had  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  examining  these  documents,   they  would  have 
found  that  they  all  had  relation  to  whuthad  been  denomi- 
nated **  A  National  Convention  in  Pennsylvania."     Peti- 
tions of  this  kind  were  all  that  the  Committee  had  before 
them  for  a  considerable  time.     When  he  said  this,  he 
meant  officially  before  them,  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
Committee  could  act  upon  them.     He'  admitted,  indeed, 
that  the  members  of.  the  Committee  had,  individually, 
seen  a  pamphlet  which  had  been  very  freely  circulated, 
and  which  had  respeet  to  the  doings  of  that  Convention. 
But  it  was  never  placed  officially  before  either  the  House 
or  the  Committee,  until  about  ten  days  ago.     This  was 
all  the  time  the  Committee  had  had  to  dg^iberate  on  seve- 
ral distinct  propositions  submitted  to  ^^A^a  ^^^  ^^  might 
be  permitted  to  refer  to  the  pro^eediny  of  this  House, 
and  to  its  progress  in  business,  as  an  answer  to  the  impu- 
tations thrown  out  as  to  the  industry  of  the  Committee. 
The  resolution  which  had  been  this  day  offered,  had  been 
resolved  on,  in  Committee,  some  days  ago,   and  it  was 
presented  to  the  House  on  the  very  first  opportunity  that 
offered.     He  had  been  an  advocate  for  its  adoption,  and 
he  would  now  briefly  state  some  of  the  reasons  that  had 
influenced  him."    It  had  been  said,  that  all  the  informa- 
tion, necessary  to  a  right  decision  on  the  general  subject, 
is  already  before  the  House  and  the  Committee,     'rhis 
might  be  true,  for  aught  he  knew.     His  own  experience 
in  legislation  had  been  very  short,  and  he  was  unable  to 
sav  what  amount  of  knowledge  might  be  possessed  by 
others,  but  for  himself,  from  the  i  ndusiry  which  he  had  been 
able  to  bring  to  bear  within  the  short  time  allowed  him, 
(and  he  had  examined  diligently  all  the  public  documents 
and  reports  of  former  Committees  which  were  said  to  con- 
tain this-  species  of  information)  he  found  himself  still 
greatly  at'a  loss,  and  in  want  of  much  inforniation,  of  which 
the  public  documents  were  destitute.     The  whole  sub- 
ject stood  in  need  of  the  exhibition  of  more  precise  de- 
tail.    Two  questions  had  been  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee «  the  first  Was,  are  any  alterations  at  all,  in  the  exist- 
ing  Tariff  at  this  time  time  necessary  '    It  had  been  said, 
that  on  this  point  the  public  mind  had  been  deeply  in- 
terested, and  the  public  sentiment  expressed  with  suffici- 
ent clearness  to  authorize  the  Committee  in  coming  to  an 
affirmative  decision.     Should  this  be  admitted,  another 
question  arose,  and  that  was,  to  what  extent  is  thi^  alter- 
ation necessary,  in  ord^  to  attain  the  ends  in  view  ^   On 
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this  question,  gentlemen  miglit  examine  all  the  memorials 
of  .the  Manufacturers,  all  the  reports  of  the  Committees 
of  Manufactures,  as  well- as  the  Executive  comnounica- 
lions,  (at  least  as  far  as, he  bad  been  able  to  investignte 
them)  and  they  would  not  discover  any  xXwnf^  to  inform 
them  whether  fire,  eight,  or  fifty  per  cent,  was  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  present  rate  of  duties.  Now  this  was  precise- 
ly the  kind  of  information  of  which  Ke  stood  in  need  {  be 
meant  to  be  understood  as  referring'  to  some  particular 
branches  of  manufacture  \  and  there  were  others  of  a  si- 
milar character,  on  which  other  petitions  might  yet  be 
presented.  There  were,  however,  some  branches  to 
which  these  remarks  did  not  apply. 

But  one  chief  subject  on  wbdcb  he  felt  ttiis  want  of  in- 
Ibrmation,  was  the  manufacture  of  woollens.  The  Uar- 
risburg  Convention,  had,  on  this  subject,  proposed  a 
seriefi  of  minimumiH  to  constitute  a  scale  of  duties  which, 
According  to  their  judgment  was  requisite  and  proper  for 
the  protection  of  that  manufacture.  But,  had  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Convention  given  to  the  world  any  facts, 
calculated  to  shew  that  the  rates  they  proposed  were  sii'cii 
as  precisely  to  furnish  the  degree  of  protection  required, 
and  neither  to  fall  short  of,  iror  to  exceed  it  }  He  could 
not  fiud  this  in  their  pamphlet. 

In  what  situutiun  then  did  he  sland  ?  As  a  servant  of 
the  House,  he  was  commanded  to  examine  a  certain  sub- 
ject, to  bring  his  mind  to  a  conclusion  with  respect  to  it, 
and  report  a  bill  for  the  action  of  the  House.  The  House 
had  a  claim  upon  him  for  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
and  he  was  unwilling  to  be  compelled  to  report  upon  the 
subject*  ^hen  he  was  not  in  possession  of  the  facts  re- 
quisite to  form  a  decision,  if,  indeed,  the  House  should 
say  to  him,  go  on,  and  do  as  well  as  you  can,  with  such 
Irg-hts  as  you  have,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  obey  them. 
AW  he  wished  was  to  express  the  difficulty  under  which 
he  labored  in  the  discharge  of  hi^duty,  and  to  ask  -the 
House  to  assist  him.  If  they  sliould  be  of  opinion  that 
jt  was  impro^er  to  do  so,  he  was  entirely  wilUng  to  pro- 
ceed with  such  means  of  Iuiom  le<ige  as  were  in  his  power. 
To  the  questions  whether  this  was  a  novel  case,  and 
whether  the  power  now  a&ked  resided  in  the  House,  he 
did  not  profess  Ifimse if  able  to  decide  ;  his  parliamentary 
experience  had  not  been  such  as  to  enable  him  to  do  so. 
He  would,  however,  suggest  to  his  colleague  [Mr.  Ojlr- 
1.1  t]  who  had  ofTered  the  amendment,  that,  as  it  now  stood, 
it  did  not  require  the  witnesses  who  might  be  summoned, 
to  bring  with  them  any  jjapers.  Suppcjsing,  then,  that 
the  committee  should  send  for  the  agent  of  some  manu- 
facturing establishment,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  him 
in  relation  to  its  concerns,  wotdd  not  the  witness,  in  order 
to  give  precise  replies,  want  the  books  of  the  establish- 
ment }  By  referring  to  these,  his  information  could  be 
rendered  specific.  He  suggested,  therefore,  wliether 
the  amendment  ought  not  to  be  so  modified  as  to  attain 
this  object. 

Ml".  CAMBUELENG  expressed  himself  in  fuvor  of  the 
resolution.  He  said  he  had  occupied  himself  during  the 
Summer  in  collecting  what  infornmtiou  wa»  in  his  power, 
on  the  general  subject  of  the  woollen  manufactures  of 
titis  country,  and  he  had  obtaincil  from  diflerent  quartera 
statements  directly  the  reverse  of  each  other.  He  had 
found  thai  some  fabrics  yielded  the  manufacturers  25  %\\d 
others  50  per  cent,  upon  their  capital.  As  an  instance  of 
the  contradiction  to  which  he  had  referred,  Mr.  C.  stated 
one  case.  A  memorial,  received  at  the  last  session  from 
one  of  the  New  England  States,  declared  that  the  capital 
employed  in  a  certain  manufacture  had  suffei'ed  a  reduc- 
tion of  more  than  10  per  cent.  He  had  happened,  in  the 
Summer,  to  fall  in  with  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  very 
establishment  to  which  that  memorial  referred,  who  told 
him  that  on  the  1st  .of  April  they  had  taken  one  account 
of  stock,  and  on  the  1st  of  October  another,  and  that  tlic 
diflereuce  was  such,  that,  during  those  six  months  they 


had  been  enabled  t«o  divide  10  per  cent,  profit  upon  their 
capital.  Mr.  C.  said  that  \y%  Was  anxious  that  the  com- 
mittee should  be  enabled  to  decide  between  conSictlng 
statements  of  this  description.  For  this  end  there  was 
no  need  of  sending  to  Machiaa,  or  Missouri,  or  Kew  Or- 
leans. He  had  no  doubt  that  his  oolleaigue  was  correct 
in  saying  that  the  gentlemen  concerned  would  of  them- 
selves b«  ytry  willing  to  come  here  and  testify.  Ue 
knew  of  one  g«ntleman  fH>m  New  York,  who  was  short- 
ly expected  here :  lie  was  an  extensive  manufacturer, 
and  had  lately  been  Enlarging  his  establishmet.  When 
that  gentleoian  arrived,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  wish  to 
go  berore  the  committee  and  examine  him  /or  himseK, 
and  he  thought  that  evci^*  other  memA>er  of  the  House 
ourht  to  do  the  same.  Sure  he  was,  he  said,  tliat  if  they 
did  not  do  so,  they  would  not  do  their  duty.  One  gen* 
tleman  bad  expressed  great  surprise  that  such  a  resolu- 
tion  as  this  should  be  offered,  and  another  had  doubted 
the  power  of  the  House  to  grant  such  authority.  It  had 
been  called  an  unprecedented-  measure.  Vor  himself,  he 
believed*  it  quite  unprecedented  that  any  party  or  combi- 
nation,  of  whatever  name,  whether  fViend  or  enemy  to  a 
proposed  measure,  should  attempt  to  stifle  information, 
and  keep  the  House  in  the  dark.  Gentlemen  ougfiit  not 
to  depend  on  the  statements  of  any  memorials  wbl^teVer, 
but  ought  to  adopt  the  practice  of  the  British  Parliament, 
anil  bring  the  manufacturers  before  them,  take  minutes 
of  their  examination,  and  publish  them  to  the  nation. 
Some  of  the  memorials,  Mr.  C  said,  intimated  that  their 
business  was  a  losing  one.  The  statement  of  others  was 
very  different.  They  professed  themselves  satisfied  with 
the  tariff*  as  it  now  stooNd,  and  able  to  do  a  profitable  busi- 
ness without  further  protection.  If,  however,  this  inte- 
rest is  really  suffering,  let  that  sufi'ering  be  made  clearly 
manifest,  and  then  let  the  friends  of  the  mamifacturers 
introduce  aiul  carry  through  this  House  such  relief  as 
their  situation  may  require. 

Mr,  OAKLEY  said,  that  almost  every  gentleman  who 
had  spoken,  seemed  to  misunderstand  bis  amendment, 
and  he  began  to  think  he  misunderstood  it  hrmaeif.  One 
of  his  colleagues  had  started  a  doubt  at  to  the  power  ot 
the  House  to  grant  such  authority  as  was  now  asked.  For 
himself,  Mr.  O.  thought,  it  was  founded  on  the  common 
law  of  Parliament.  The  Legislature  must  possess  all 
that  power,  which  was  requisite  to  procure  the  informa- 
tion  necessary  to  its  acting  understaodingly,  on  every 
subject  which  came  before  it.  But  it  cerUinly  did  not 
follow,  should  this  resolution  pass,  that  the  committee 
must,  therefore,  resort  lo  coercive  measures.  But  if  the 
House  should  doubt  its  power  to  authorize  tiiem  to  do  so, 
nothing  was  easier  tliftn  to  modily  the  resoIutMiip  so  as 
only  to  invite  voluntary  attendance.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever,  believe  there  was  the  least  occasion  for  solicitude 
on  this  subject.  The  manufacturers,  instead  of  needing 
to  be  compelled,  would  eagerly  embrace  the  opportuni- 
ty of  attendance. 

The  genrleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  Mr.   O. 
said,  had  alluded  to  an  individual  residing  in  the  dibtrict 
which  he  represented,  and  who  had  been  delegated  by 
the  People  of  the  county,  to  attend  to  their  interests  be- 
fore this  body.     He  is  (said  Mr.  O.)  a  man  of  great  ex- 
perience and  of  great  intelligence.     He  ia  not  only  wil- 
ling, but  anxious^  ttt  testify  under  oftth,  before  a  CKimmit- 
tee  of  this  House,  and  there  to  show  why  it  is  necessary 
that  further  protection  should  be  extended  to  the  woollen 
manufacture  ;  and  I  venture  to  predict  that  the  result  of 
his  examination  will  be  of  ten  fold  more  advantage  tu  a 
right  understanding  of  this  subject,  and  to  the  interests 
of  the  manufuclurera,  than  that  of  ait  tlie  gentlemen  on 
this  floor.     It  need  not  be  apprehended  that   witnesses 
are  going  to  be  dragged  before  this  House  by  waxy  op- 
pressive coercion.     If  the  manulacturers  Itave  truiU   on 
their  side,  they  will  promptly  and  anxiously  disclose  the 
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r-eal  state  of  facta ;  and  our  calling  tbem  will,  tn  my  judg- 
ment, be  a  means  of  bringing  this  matter  to  a  close  In  a 
much  shorter  period  than  any  other  measure  that  could 
possibly  be  adopted.  .  Gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend  not 
only  delay  but  defeat  to  tlie  general  measare,  should  the 
resolution  pass.  I,  on  the  contrary,  do  verily  believe 
that,  if  the  committee  shall  exercise  their  power  with 
discretion  and  in  good  faith,  instead  of  retarding,  it  will 
greatly  expedite  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  have,  to  be 
sure,  no  personal  experience  in  legislating  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  I  have  hatd  occasion  to  remark,  while  observing 
what  has  been  passing  here,, that  mudi  of  the  time  of 
the  House  has  been  lost,  owing  to  the  difFerence  of  gen- 
tlemen as  to  the  real  state  of  facts.  One  has  declared  it 
.to  be  in  one  way,  another  in  ^mother  ;  and  thus,  day  af- 
ter day  has  been  wasted  in  getting  at  the  facts  with 
which  the  discussion  ought  to  have  started.  My  pursuits 
in  life  have  been  such  as  to  preclude  me  from  all  practi- 
cal knowledge,  on  the  subject  of  manufactures  ;  and  if, 
to  supply  my  own  deficiency,  I  look  to  the  members  of 
this  House,  on  whom  am  I  to  rely  ?  On  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stewart  ?]  Certainly  I  should 
fully  rely  on  any  fact  he  would  state  from  his  own  know- 
ledge ;  but  his  facts  are  derived  from  others  !  On  my 
colleague  from  New  York,_[Mr.  Stobrs  ?]  For  his  opi- 
nions I  have  the  highest  possible  respect ;  but  liis  opi- 
iiions  in  tlie  matter  rest  on  the  facts  as  he  learns  them  Irom 
others.  On  what,'  then,  can  I  rely  ?  I  am  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  acting  by  faith.  Now  !  am  unwilling  to 
do  this,  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  If,  indeed,  I 
am  driven  to  the  necessity,  I  must  give  ray  vote,  by  the- 
best  lights  I  can  obtain,  but  if  I  can  get  better,  as  I1)e- 
lieve  I  can,  through  the  medium  of  this  resolution,!  shall 
certainly  be  desirous  of  so  doing  $  and  surely  tJie  gentle- 
men themselves  must  be  satisfied,  that  such. a  course  will 
conduce  to  the  promotion  of  their  own  views. 

From  the  course  of  tlie  discussion,  which  had  taken 
place,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  rather  thought,  that  the  idea  would 
be  held  out,  that  all  those  who  advocate  the  proposition 
now  before  tjie  House»  are  opposed  to  manufactures. 
Mr.  O.  protested  against  any  such  inference.  He  stated 
that  he  was  himself  a  decided  advocate  of  domestic  in- 
dustry. He  was  desirous  to  give  it  such  encouragement, 
as  should  enable  it  successfully  to  compete  with  foreign 
IBanufactures.  Jrf  one  word,  he  would  encourage  our  own 
manufactures,  but  he  would  not  force  them.  Shew  me, 
said  he,  that  further  duties  are  necessary,  to  enable  the 
domestic  manufacture  to  compete,  on  equal  terms  in  our 
market,  with  the  foreign,  and  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  tilts  House  to  do  what  is  necessary  for  ils  pro- 
tection. On  this  subject,  Mr.  O.  said,  his  information 
was  by  no  means  of  a  decided  character.  Some  manu- 
facturers have  said,  that  they  can  get  along  very  well 
without  any  additional  protection  ;  whilst  others  main- 
tained directly  the  contrary.  Now,  Mr.  O.  asked,  is  it 
not  due  to  the  People,  before  we  impose  upon  them  any 
additional  burthen,  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  necessary 
to  do  so,  in  order  to  obtain  tl»e  object,  which  they  them- 
selves have  in  view  ?  We  are  informed,  said  he,  by  the 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  that  even 
the  memorials  differ,  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case  which 
tli^  yjresent  to  Congress.  If  they  thus  differ  in  their 
statements,  how  is  the  committee  to  determine  between 
them  '  If  the  authors  of  the  memorials  were  here  to  be 
personally  examined,  tlie  causes  of  the  difference  could 
be  esisily  ascertained.  Nor  did  Mr.  O.  suppose,  that  the 
measure,  if  it  succeeded,  would  lead  to  any  material  de- 
lay :  nor  did  he  believe,  that  it  would  be  necessasy  fur 
the  committee  to  send  to  remote  parts  of  the  country  for 
witnesses.  He  believed,  tliat  if  it  was  known,  that  this 
House  wished  persons  to  appear  before  its  committee, 
they  would  have  before  them,  in  a  very  few  days,  ai  vp- 
luutary  attendants,  more  persons  than  they  wislicd  to 
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examine.  For,  if  the  manufacturers,  in  their  allegationi» 
have  truth  on  their  side,  they  will  be  glad  to  disclose  it  { 
and,  if  they  have  truth  on  their  side,  they  will  be  glad 
to  disclose  it  under  oath.  If  there  sliould  be  any  unrea- 
sonable  delay  of  a  report  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  the  fault 
of  this  House  :  for,  if  the  committee  show  any  disposi- 
tion to  evade  this  duty,  and  delay  a  report,  on  the  ground 
of  the  examination  of  witnesses,  it  would  be  competent 
to  this  House  to  withdraw  the  authority  it  had  given,  &c. 
Mr.  O.  proceeded  to  answer  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power,  from  wliich,  in  the  modified  form 
proposed  by  his  amendment,  he  contended,  no  incon- 
venience was  likely  to  be  experienced. 

Whether  this  resolution  should  be  adopted  or  not,  Mr. 
O.  said  he  had  iiis  views  in  relation  to  the  general  policy 
of  tlie  protection  of  manufactures  ;  and,  when  necessary 
or  proper  to  express  them,  he  shou!d  do  so.  But  before 
he  came  to  the  application  of  his  general  views  to  the 
business  of  legislation,  he  wislied  to  have  more  definite 
information  as  to  facts.  He  wished  to  have  it  ascertain- 
ed, for  example,  by  a  careful  examination  of  testimony, 
whether  a  man  of  sufficient  skill,  capital,  and  economy, 
cannot  now  manufacture  woollen  cloths,  and  make  upon 
that  business,  in  competition  with  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer of  the  same  article,  a  reasonable  profit.  If  so,  wa» 
there  any  gentleman  in  this  House  who  wished  to  go 
further  in  the  protection  of  that  manufacture  ?  Surely 
not.  Now,  on  this  point  of  fact,  Mr.  O.  said,  some  gen- 
tlemen were  satisfied.  He  was  not  so.  If  the  result  of 
(he  proposed  examination  were  to  make  it  apparent  that 
further  protection  was  necessary,  then  let  it  be  given  ; 
but  let  the  truth  be  ascertained,  to  whatever  conclusion 
it  might  lead. 

In  reference  to  the  remark  wliich  had  been  made,  that 
the  information  already  before  the  House  on  the  subject, 
came  from  an  interested  quarter,  Mr.  O.  said,  it  docs  so  j 
and  to  be  correct,  it  must  come  from  such  quarter,  be- 
cause those  only  who  are  interested  are  qualified  to  testi- 
fy on  the  subject.  He  did  not  object  on  that  account, 
therefore,  to  the  testimony  on  the  subject  before  the 
House,  but  only  wished  an  opportunitjr  to  examine  and 
cross-examine  the  witnesses  on  the  subject,  to  obtain  a 
view  of  the  truth  in  all  its  bearings,  &c.  He  wished  to 
know  the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  particular 
branches  of  manufactui*es  ;  the  expense  of  such  manu- 
factures ;  the  annual  profit  upon  the  capital,  occr— parti- 
culars which  could  not  be  obtained  with  certainty  la  any 
other  way  than  by  oral  testimony,  &c.  Sec. 

Mr.  SURGES  now  moved  an  adjournment,  but  with- 
drew his  motion  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  BARTLETT,  who  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  with  a  view^to  take  it  up  on  the  first  succeed- 
ing hour  of  business. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  without  a.  division  ;  and  the 
question  on  Mr.  OAKLEY'S  amendment  being  about  to 
be  put, 

Mr.  CONDICT  asked  that  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  sustain  this  request. 

Mr.  WOOD,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  answer  of  his  colleague.  The  power  of  tike 
House  <if  Commons,  and  the  power  of  Congress,  were 
very  different  things.  Parliament  liad  no  written  Con- 
stitution to  control  it ;  and  its  members  arc  in  the  daily 
habit  9f  doing  what  woukl  here  be  considered  as  uncon- 
stitutional, and  highly  improper.  He  believed,^  how* 
ever,  that  even  in  England,  in  ^examinations  had  with  re- 
spect to  the  corn-laws,  and  some  other  sub'iects,  tiiose 
who  testified  had  gone  voluntarily  before  the  House. 
No  compulsory  process  had  been  resorted  to.  lie  re- 
peated the  declaration  of  his  opinion,  that  tJie  only  cases 
in  which  the  House  has  a  right  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  are  those  of  impeachment,  and  of  contested  elec- 
1  lions.    The  power  to  be  exercised  was  a  very  high  and 
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•fvM  |Mnr«r*  *ihI»  with  all  humility,  he  aright  be  permit- 
*ted  to  My,  the  Heute,  in  this  case,  cannot  exercise  such 
.pAwMV  When  an  individual  comes  before  you,  and  asks 
reiieC  joa  have  no  right  to  compel  him  to  deplare,  upon 
i^s  oath,  on  what  ground  he  rests  his  claim.  It  is  an  im- 
poaition  to  attempt  it.  To  do  it,  would  be  tyrannical  m 
the  highest  degree.  If  the  committee  sends  for  a  per- 
Mti,  it  must  send  a  warrant,  or  a  subpoena,. and  the  indi- 
vJdMal  sent  for  must  come,  and  must  answer.  If  not, 
■you  commit  him  for  a  contempt,  and,  when  he  has  come, 
ami  staods  before  your  committee^  what  are  the  rules  to 
•govem  the  committee  in  their  examination  ?  Courts  have 
rules  to  restrain  them.  A  committee  has  none.  They 
.alie  left  to  their  mere  discretion,  and  the  individual  must 
bring  att  his  books  and  papers,  if  required-  Sir,  this  is 
VI  mquitttion,  which  every  Court  of  Law  abhors.  It  is 
odious,  and  oppressive,  in  the  highest  degree,  and  I»  for 
one,  Will  never  consent  to  it 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  called  foir 
iho  Madkig  of  an  estiaotfrom  the  Journals  of  tlte  House, 
xrhich  fa«d  respect  to  the  granting  of  similar  power,  to 
A  coamiKtec  who  were  cndered  to  mvestigate  the  sale  of 
lots  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  Washington  City. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  next  addressed  the  Hou^e  in  reply  to 
(Mr.  Oakibv,)  whose  argument,  he  said,  iuui  proceeded 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  need  to  compel  the  at- 
tendnnce  of  witnesses,  inasmuch  as  all  the  persons  inte- 
tesied  would  flock  to  this  city,  to  eive,  of  their  own  ac- 
eofd,  the  required  information.  AU,  th^n,  that  was  pro- 
posed, was,  to  authorize  their  examination  when  they 
should  come.  Now,  I,  said  Mr.  S.  had  always  thought 
that  the  committees  of  this  House  possessed  this  power 
nlready,  and  this  opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  a  recent 
statement  of  the  Hon.  Speaker.  The  resolution,  how- 
ever, says,  that  the  committee  shall  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  to  testify.  My  answer,  then,  to  the  gentleman 
Itrom  New  York^  rests  on  the  ground  which  he  has  assum* 
od.  If  these  witnesses  wiU  come  voluntarily,  the  power 
proposed  to  be  granted  is  wholl)^  unnecessary,  and  I  for 
one  never  will  clothe  any  individual  or  coUcclive  body 
with  unnecessary  power,  especially  wlien  the  power 
•fcked  for  is  both  great  and  unusual.  That  now  asked  is 
•ucfa  a  power,  and,  by  the  c^ntleman's  own  showing,  it 
is  unnocoisary.  But  I  go  fuither,  and  say,  that  if  the 
oommittee  shall  propose  an  oalh,  and  the  witnesses  shall 
decUne  it,  the  inference  to  be  drai^n  from  their  refusal 
is,  that  they  suppose  the 'information  they  are  required 
to  give  is  contrary  to  their  interest,  and  that  the  repre- 
sentations th^  have  submitted  in  their  roemoiials  is  not 
strictly  consonant  with  trutli. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from.  New  York,  in  the 
opinion,  that  so  soon  as  the  wish  of  the  committee  shall 
be  publicly  known,  the  manufacturers  will  instantly  flock 
to  this  House  \  but  the  granting  such  a  power  as  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution,  will  naturally  infer  that  the 
committee  are  to  exercise  it,  and  to  delay  their  iuvesti- 
gation  till  tliey  can  do  so.  l*he  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman dianges  the  whole  ground  at  first  taken.  He 
asks  the  information  for  the  House  i  but  the  committee 
ask  it  for  themselves. 

Mr.  OAKLEY  here  explained,  and  acknowledged  that 
if  the  committee  was  already  possessed  of  power  to  ex- 
nmine  witnesses  on  oath,  the  resolution  would  be  unne- 
oessaiy.  On  that  point,  however,  he  was  desiroi^  of  in- 
AMflataMi ;  the  practice  waa  diflTerent  in  his  own  State; 
He  presumed,  from  the  form  of  the  resolution,  thc.com- 
mittee  intended  to  ask  for  this  power ;  and  he  now  heard 
it  said  on  all  hands  around  him  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  about  the  matter,  and  that  no  such  power  was  in 
the  committee  until  granted  by  the  House.  He  conclud- 
od,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  must  have 
been  under  a  mistake. 

Mr.  WKIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  if  he  understood  the 


question  before  the.  House,  it  presented  itself  in  this  as- 
pect :  The  Conrjmittee  on  Manufactures  ask  of  the  House 
to  confer  upon  it  power  to  send  for  penons  and  papers^ 
without  specifying  any  particular  object  lor  which  the 
power  is  sought.  The  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Oaxlbt,]  proposes  to  giant 
the  power  to  examine  witnesses,  on  oath,  touching  (he 
present  condition  of  our  manufactories,  and  to  report 
their  testimony  to  the  House.  I  sought,  said  Mr.  W^  in 
the  inquuies  I  before  directed  to  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mitteei  information  which  would  enable  mo  to  discbaige 
the  duty  devolved  upon  me,  that  I  might  vote  under- 
standingly  on  the  propontion.  I  do  not  desire  to  with- 
hold any  information  that  can  be  obtained,  bearing  on  the 
subject  before  the  <(ommittee.  I  have  listened,  rir,  at- 
tentively, not  only  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  two  gen* 
tlemen  who  are  members  of  the  eomniittee,  but  riso  to 
what  has  &11en  fh>m  all  the  other  gentlemen  who  have 
addressed. the  Chav,  m  the  hope  of  learning  the  speciSc 
beneficial  object  to  be  attained  by  ageing  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  committee,  but  have  listened  in  vain.  The 
gentleman  ^m  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stsvutsov]  fhxn  the 
committee,  informs  you  he  wants  the  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  in  older  to  obtain  information  that 
wilt  reconcile  the  contradictory  statements  in  the  me- 
morjals  sent  to  the  committee  ;  that  will  advise  him  what 
subjects  require  an  increase  of  duty,  and  the  quantum  of 
increase ;  that  will  remove  the  coromiltee  from  any  im- 
putation of  error ;  and  that  will  devolve  epon  the  House 
the  responsibilitv  of  refusing  the  information  sought. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wnioor,]  who  is 
alsb  a  member  of  the  committee,  wishes  the  power 
granted  that  the  committee  may  ascertain  what  subjecU 
need  protection,  the  ouantum  of  increase  in  the  duty 
that  will  attain  the  prudential  point,  and  to  enable  the 
committee  to  sustain  their  bill  or  report  when  before  the 
House.  It  will  be  seen,  sir,  by  any  gentleman,  who  will 
advert  to  the  inquiries  made,  tliat  the  intormation  given 
by  the  committee  does  not  touch  the  subject,  aiid  \%  not 
satisfactory.  Af)er  all  we  have  heard  from  different 
quarters  of  the  House,  who  can  say  to  what  point  the  in«> 
quiries  of  the  committee  will  be  directed  >  Do  they 
want  information  of  our  capacity  to  manufacture  wool- 
len goods,  or  iron,  or  any  other  article  }  Or  whether 
either  of  those  articles  are  protected  ?  We  are  not  told, 
and  we  know  not,  only  mm  conjecture.  It  is  true,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stivshsost]  speaks  of 
the  quantity  of  wool  imported  into  Boston  for  the  three 
years  past,  sliowing  a  constant  decrease  in  the  quantity 
of  fine  wool,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  quan- 
tity of  coHrse  wool  imported ;  but  I  am  not  able  oow  to 
see  how  that  fact  affects  the  question,  or,  if  it  does,  tho 
gentleman  seems  informed  on  the  subject.  He  has  sU 
rea<ly  the  infbrmation  he  desires. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  inquire  if  thn 
House  is  possessed  of  the  extraordinai^  power  sought 
to  be  conferred  on  this  committee,  and,  if  it  is,  whether 
it  is  expedient  to  exercise  tbst  power  on  this  oeeoaion  ? 
I  will  not  afiirm,  siiv  that  the  House  has  not  the  power  : 
for  I  am  ready  to  confess,  that,  on  that  subject,  my  mind 
is  not  free  of  doubt*    1  am  aware  that  the  power  is  exer- 
cised by  the  Parliament  of  England  i  but  1  cannot  admit 
that  every  thing  that  has  been  done  by  that  bod^,  may 
be  done  by  this  House.     The  power  is  exercised  m  Pmr« 
liament  under  some  limitations  snd  restrictions,  which  I 
am  not  now  prepared  to  paiticularise.    I  may  be  per* 
mitted  to  say,  however,  that  a  strong  aif  ument  mpCvnaH 
the  existence  of  the  power  in  tliis  House  is  found  in  the 
fact  that,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  until  this 
period,  during  all  die  difTerent  subjects  discussed  in  Cun> 
g^ss,  during  all  the  former  animated  and  warm  discus- 
slons  oo  the  Tariff  question,  it  has  never  been  sought  to 
confer  this  power  on  any  committee  of  the  lfouse» 
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cept  on  subjects  connected  wxtb  the  discharge  of  its  Ja- 
diewl  functions  ;  and  no  sucb  committee  has  ever  before 
asked  to  bare  this-  power  conferred.  I  do  not  sa^  this  is 
conclusive  Uiat  we  have  not  the  power ;  but,  I  think  it 
wen  worthy  of  serious  considemtion. 

But,  sir,  if  we  have  the  power,  is  it  expedient  td  ezer- 
eise  it  on  this  occasion  }  Gentlemen  are  desirous  of  ob- 
taininir  evidence  of  facts  ^  are  tUey  within  their  reach  ? 
Can  a  knowted|:e  of  them  be  obtained  through  the  me- 
dium proposed  }  The  memorials,  we  are  told,  present 
conflicting  opinions  and  statements,  leftving'  the  commit- 
tee in  doubt  and  difficulty  as  to  tl)e  truth.  -Will  the  ex- 
ertion of  the  power  to  examine  witnesses,  on  oath,  re- 
move the  difficulty  }  Tou  desire  to  know  the  stkte  of 
your  manufiicturine  establishments,  the  amount  of  pro- 
tection required,  if  any.  This  depends  on  matter  of 
Ofiinion,  not  of  fact.  When  you  have  examined  your 
witnesses,  and  obtained  theiv  opinions,  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  depression  of  the  manufacturing  Interest,  yow  will 
find  them  variant,  like  all  other  human  testimony,  con- 
flicting and  contradictory  ;  and  then  will  devolve  upon 
the  committee  the  performance  of  the  Very  same  mity 
they  wish  to  avoid,  by  their  application  to  the  House — 
the  task  of  reconciling,  if  in  their  power,  eontradlctory 
statements  and  opinions,  and  eliciting  the  truth  from  the 
whole  mass  of  evidence.  This  will  be  the  case,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  whether  you  have  one  witness  or 
many,  and  is  well  known  to  all  in  the  habit  of  seaivhing 
Ibr  truth  in  the  testimony  of  witnesses.  No  good,  then, 
will  result  from  conferring  this  power.  Gentlemen  cer- 
tainly do  not  wish  to  falsify  the  custom  house  entries,  ab- 
stracts from  which  are  annually  laid  befbre  us. .  In  reU- 
lion  again  to  the  article  of  wool  that  has  been  mention- 
ed, the  custom  house  entries  show  the  quantitv  and  kinds 
imported ;  and  if  there  be  any  information  back  upon 
that  point,  or  any  showing  whether  the  increased  iiA- 
portation  of  coarse  wool  is  owing  to  the  employment  of 
fUse  invoices,  reducing  the  pitoe  of  the  wool  abroad,  to 
defhuid  tite  revenue,  I  suppose  that  oan  lie  obteined  fioin 
the  Treasury  Department  upon  an  ovdinaiy  call  of  the 
House^  without  the  power  sought  to  be  obuined.  The 
proposition  is  inexpedient,  on  other  grounds*  As  a  pM- 
cedient,  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous.  Should  the  grant 
of  such  a  power  bcoonfie  eonMnon^  it  would  lead  to  the 
exercise  ot  tn<|uisilorial  powers.  The  gentleman  firom 
New  York  [Mr.  WuesT]  has  told  us  that,  if  the  propo- 
sition of  his  colleague  obtains,  it  will  fall  riiort  of  his  ob< 


pel  the  production  of  the  books  of  the  Company  before 
the  committee.  Are  gentlemen  prepared,  mr,  to  estab- 
lish an  inquisition  in  this  country,  that  shall  pty  Into  the 
business  concerns  of  individuals,  upon  common  subjects 
of  g«nenil  legislation  ?  I  hope  not.  The  delay  attend- 
ing the  exercise  of  this  power,  if  mnted,  will*  in  my 
opinion,  inevitably  defeat  any  effiaent  legislation,  hav- 
ing, for  ita  object,  protection  to  our  manoftctures  during 
the  present  session,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  the  committee 
so  intend ;  but,  I  do  mean  to  say,  such  is  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  pn^xwition,  and  sucb,  1  think,  will  be 
its  result.  It  is  srngutor;  nr,  that  at  thie  particular  time, 
when  the  countiy  m  alive  to  this  subject,  it  should  be 
thought  advisable  to  introduce  this  proposition.  Are 
gentlemen  prepaced  to  say  to  those  who  have  so  long 
asked  pur  protection,  go  your  way,  we  do  not  understand 
your  chums  f  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present 
these  consideratioiM  to  the  House.  It  is  not  my  object 
to  consume  tine.  I  am  not  satisBed  witft  the  reasons 
given  for  the  proposition.  In  any  and  every  aspect  in 
which  I  am  able  to  view  k.  It  appears  to  me  inexpedient. 
I  am  not  able  to  see  any^  pombie  good  that  can  result 
fronr  it  I  on  the  conteaiyy  I  fear  omch  Qvji|. 


Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  that  of  the  existence  of  thfe 
power  In  the  House  to  examine  persons  upon  oath,  and 
consequently  of  the  power  to  delegate  it,  thcfe  htdH^irelf 
been,  during  thirty  years  that  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat-in  Congrefti,  a  shadow  oT  dotibt.  R  had  been  exer- 
cised ever  since  he  was  a  member  of  the  House,  atldlong 
before.  It  was  now  within  mx  weeks  of  being  thirtjr 
years  since  the  following  act  was  passed. 

[Here  Mr.  R.  quoted  an  act  giving  the  power  of  ad- 
ministering oaths  to  the  Speaker,  to  the  Chlunnan  df 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  the  Chaiiman  of  thtt 
Standing  Comihittees  of  the  Hotise.] 

This  law,  said  Mr.  R.,  supposes  there  may  be  oecaiionki 
requiring  the  exercise  of  this  power  b^jj  the  Standit^ 
Committees  of  the  House.  My  recollectioit  on  this  sb& 
ject  is  ver)f  different  firom  that  of  the  gentleman  ftom 
Ohioi  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  know  that  such 
powers  have  been  given  by  this  House  to  conrowttee^ 
and  that  committees  have  required  from  the  House,  oA 
diflRbrent  occasions,  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  This  same  law  was  re-eoacted  in  IS17.  It  wa^ 
first  passed  in  February,  1798.  I  acknowledger  tbsft 
those  were  hard  unconstitutional  times,  and  ought  not  tO 
be  drawn  into  precedent  j  but  this  law  has  nnce  been  re- 
enacted,  in  other  and  better  times* 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  now  made  some  observation^  which 
was  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  Reporter,  btit  was  under- 
stood to  be,  in  substance,  that  Committees  of  the  House 
do  possess  the  power  to  take  testimony  on  oath,  without 
being  specially  authoriaed. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  true,  tir,  they  do  possess  tli«t 
power,  but  not  to  send  fbr  persons. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  resumed.  The  gentleman  fVom  NeW 
York  says,  that  the  manufacturers,  will  come  willingly, 
and  of  their  own  accord,  and  he  also  said,  that  if  the 
committees  already  possiess  the  power  to  take  testimony^ 
this  resolution  was  unnecessary.  It  is  now  admitted  that 
they  have  that  power  \  my  proposition  is  then  fully  ^ 
tablish^,  unless  the  granting  of  a  power  to  send  f»  per« 
sons  implies  that  such  a  powbr  is  necessary,  and  must  be 
exercised.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  contended*  that  the 
power  of  the  committee  depends  on  the  Question,  whe- 
ther the  witnesses  will  have  to  be  brought  fbren^iy  (tt 
not.    The  power  is  in  the  committee  by  its  omiiixaaoit. 

Mr.  OAKLEY'  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  not  been 
aware,  when  Isst  up,  diat  a  power  to  take  testimony  on 
C|ath  was  vested  in  the  committees  of  this  House  ( ibiit 
since  sueh  appeared  to  be  the  fact,  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufhctiiretf  would  avail  thentaelves  of  it 
Should  any  of  the  witnesses  called  before  it  refuse  tb 
testify  <m  oath,  the  House  could  then  exert  its  power  to 
compel  them  :  if,  however,  they  will  attend  aiw  testify 
voluntarily,  said  he,  I  shall  be  content.  If  any  gentleman 
shall  wish  to  coerce  their  testimony  in  any  case,  he  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  applying  to  this  House  fbr  th» 
power  to  do  so.  Mr  O.  feh  satiMied,  therefore,  that  tlie 
committee  would,  in  one  way  or  the  other,  attain  the  ob- 
jects in  view,  and  he,  therefore,  now  felt  very  indifferent 
whether  the  resolution  passed  or  not. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  \'iipnia,  said,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
thought  by  some  gentlemen  that  fhese  raanufiietarers 
would  come  voluntarily  before  the  Hooae,  and  give  enf 
testimony  that  was  required.  I,  said  Mr.  P..  >iii  of  ft 
different  opinion.  I  believe  that  the  fime  oas  coma 
when  Congress  is  bound  to  present  to  the  country  smne 
autlientic  data  on  this  subject  of  protection.  I  luve 
been  a  niember  of  this  House  when  the  former  Tariff 
BiUs  were  passed,  and  was  once  a  member  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Bfanufactures,  and  I  well  remember  tliat,  from 
the  very  first  Tariff  down  to  the  last  which  passed  lliif 
House,  the  same  cnr  was  constantly  repeat^  **  Give  ua 
but  this,  and  we  will  be  satisfied.**  The  gentlemtn  from 
Pennsylvaoia  ha«  tpld  the  Houie,  with  veiy  gmtoivlu^ 
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ns,  tliat  he   never  voted  against  a   tariff  bill  in  his  life, 
and  never  will  vote  against  one.     AlmiglUy  God!     And 
are  we  come  to  this  state  of  things  ?    A  gentleman  from 
New  York  informs  us  that  we  have,  already,  information 
in  great  plenty  { that  the  reports  made  when  the  last  ta- 
riff bills  were  before  us,  contained  all  that  we  need  to 
know.     Unluckily,  I  was  in  the  minority  when  that  bill 
passed.     I  happened  to  come  from  the  country  that  was 
to  be  squeezed,  and  I  well  remember  the  manner  ii)  which 
tliat  bill  was  got  up.     At  one  time  it  was  asked,  in  the 
Committee,  Shall  we  put  iron  wire  into  this  bill?  And,  at 
another  time,  a  handful  of  wood  screws  was  laid  upon  the 
mantelpiece  of  the  Committee  room,  to  give  the  Commit- 
tee occular  demonstration  that  we  could  in  this  country, 
make  wooden  screws ;  (nay,  it  was  but  the  other  day 
vhen  a  petition  on  this  very  subject  of  wooden  screws, 
was  presented  to  this  House.)     As  an  instance  of  the 
impropriety  of  listening  to  such  petitions,  I  will  just  state 
one  fact.     Some  gentlemen  took  it  into  their  heads  that 
we  could,  in  this  country,  manufacture  umbrellas  to  great 
advantage,  (and  it  is  true  enough  that  we  can  make  fine 
umbrellas  in  great  numbers,)  and  they  prayed  this  House 
that  the  importation  of  square  wire  miglit  be  prohibited, 
because  that  kind  of  wire   was  employed  in  making  the 
stretchers  of  the  umbrellas.     Well,  the  House  glinted 
the  petition  }  square  wire  was  prohibited  ;  and  what  fol- 
lowed ?    These   umbrella  makers  were  obliged  to  im- 
port the  stretchers  ready  made,  because  they  could  not 
make  them  of  our  own  wire,  and  the  imputation  of  square 
wire  had,  at  their  own   request,  been  *  rohibited.     On 
the  subject  of  iron,  we  had  a  low  and  whispering  voice 
from  Virginia.     In  conseqtience  ol  this,  I  made  inquiry 
of  one  of  the  principal  iron  masters  in  that  State,  wheth- 
er any  further  protection  was  indeed  necessary  to  that 
branch  of  manufacture,  and  I  found  that  this  man  had 
been  asked  to  sign  the  petition  that   came  up  to  this 
House,  but  had  positively  refused,  saying,  that  he  could 
not,  in  conscience,  ask  for  the  additional  duty ;    but,  if 
Congress  would  force  it  into  his  pocket,  he  should  certain- 
ly be  very  well  satisfied.     I  farther  found,  that  the  Man- 
ufacturers are  Hn  the  habit  of  selling  their  iron  to  their 
own  neighbors,  at  a  certain  price,  and  after  carrying  it 
eighty  miles  by  land,  they  will  sell  it  at  twenty  dollars  per 
ton  less.     Now,  who  pays  for  this  ?  Another  thing  I  have 
.observed  is,  that  whenever  there  happ'ens  to  be  a  surplus 
in  the  National  Treasury,  these  people  immediately  ask 
for  new  duties^   because  they  can  then  urge  tliat  these 
duties  will  not  injure  the  revenue.     During  the  present 
session  we  have  been  told  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
,of  the  Treasury,  (who  seems  on  this  occasion  to  have 
acted  the  part  of  deputy  President,  for  who  empowered 
•  him  to  recommend  measures  to  this  House  ?)  that  we  shall 
have  a  surplus  of  five  millions  in  the  Treasury.     Imme- 
diately, these  Gentlemen  Manufacturers  congratulate  one 
another,  that  now  is  a  fine  time  to  get  a  new  Tariff. 
But,  if  the  Committee  shall  be  empowered,  as  it  is  now 
proposed,  to  send  for  persons  and   papers,  their  con- 
tradictory statements  will  be  exposed  to  the  public,  and 
tlie  truth  will  come  out.    And  u  not  this  a  consideration 
.  which  deserves  our  serious  regard  ^  Besides,  I  would  ask 
,  if  one  man  sets  up  a  manufactory  in  a  country  where  pro- 
visions are  cheap,  where  the  population  is  abundant,  and 
the  people  poor,  where  he  ha«  a  ereat  water  power,  and 
where  he  can  bring  tlie  raw  material  to  his  very  door  in  ships, 
,  whether  he  cannot  afford  to  sell  his  manufactures  cheap- 
.  er  than  another  man,  who  is  obliged  to  transport  his  ma- 
■  terials  fu*  into  the  interior,  and  there  to  pay  from  thirty 
to  forty  thousand  dollars  for  a  steam  engine  ?   'One  of  the 
gentlemen  from   Pa.  (Mr.   Stewart,)  has  told  us  tiiat 
this  measure  is  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers.     Sir^  I 
am  a  farnfter  ;  I  hold  an  estate  in  Virginia  ;  and  while 
members  of  this  House  were  voting  a  Tariff  to  protect 
the  suffering  manufacturers,  I  was  selling  corn  at  ten  cents 


a  bushel.  The  gentlemen,  though  they  were  imporitm- 
cd  not  to  insult  Uie  agriculturists  of  the  country,  put 
into  their  bill  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents  |>er  l>ushe^on 
imported  wheat,  while  flour  is  no««r  selling  in  Virginia  at 
three  dollars  and  fifly  cents  a  barrel. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  this  House  whether  it  is  not  time 
to  take  some  »tep  to  put  a  stop  to  this  eternal  cry  about 
protection.  I-Yom  1818  to  this  hour,  the  manufaeturers 
have  been  continually  telling  us  that  they  would  be 
satisfied.  But  are  they  satisfied  f  If  the  Committee 
sliall  be  clothed  with  the  power  they  now  ask,  they  wilH 
of  coutse,  be  bound  to'  use  it  in  a  prudent  and  proper 
manner.  If  they  shall  transcend  their  authority,  and  at- 
tempt any  oppressive  measures,  they  will  offer  contempt 
to  this  House,  and  any  individual  on  whom  they  may 
make  the  experiment  will  find  prompt  and  ample  protec* 
tion  at  its  hands.  The  committee  must  exercise  so  great 
a  power  on  their  own  high  responsibility,  imd  I,  for  onei 
have  no  fears  that  they  will  abuse  it. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Oaklxt,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative— ayes  100,  noes  78. 
Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  to  lay  the  resohition  npon  the 
table  :  whereupon,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  division. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  then  said  that,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures,  he  desired  and  needed  information,  as  much  as 
any  one.    He  represented,  indeed,  a  district  which  was 
not  specially  interested  in  the  protection  of  the  manu&c* 
turing  interest :  had  it  been  otherwise,  be  might  hare 
sought;  with  more  diligence,  to  infbim  himseUF  on  the 
subject  ^  as  it  was,  however,  be  -bad  sought  inlbmiatioii 
with  some  care,  but  without  success.    Yet,  SBxious  as  be 
confessed  himself  to  be,  to  get  further  light,  .he  was  wot 
willing  to  hazard  what  had  been  said,  and,  pefhaps.  with 
some  justice,  to  be  the  destruction  of  the  proposed  grant 
of  protection,  by  delay.     He  had  hoped  to  have  obtained 
the  information  he  desired  in  an  authentic  form,  by  tesr 
tlmenv  under  oath.     The  allegations  of  the  petitioners 
would  then  have  been  supported  by  something  that  couM 
with  certainty  be  relied  on.    It  was  certainly  very  desir- 
able to  dispense  with  long  arguments  to  determine  mat- 
ters of  fact.     Those  gentlemen,  however,  who  are  most 
interested  in  the  general  question,  distinctly  tell  the 
House  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution  as  is  now 
proposed,  will,  in  its  effect,  beeauivalent  to  an  iodefimte 
postponement ;  and  I  feel  myself,  said  Mr.  H.,  induced 
by  their  arguments  to  vote  with  them.  I  do  this,  however, 
on  the  ground  that  they  epeak  in  good  ftulh  when  they 
assure  us  that  they  have  all  the  necessary  knowledge  of 
the  facts.    I  know  that  good  accounU  are  kept  by  those 
who  conduct  our  manufacturing  establishments.     The 
price  of  the  raw  material  is  recorded,  and  an  accurate 
account  of  all  the  subsequent  expenses  attendant  on  its 
manufooture,  so  as  to  enable  the  owners,  after  a  proper 
allowance  for  tlie  interest  of  their  capital,  to  ftx  on  a 
price  yielding  them  a  reasonable  profit.  •  When,  there- 
fore, gentlemen  tell  us  that  they  hare  all  the  knowledge 
of  these  matters  which  the  question  requ'ves,  I  expect 
them,  of  course,  to  be  prepared  with  extracts  from  the 
books  of  the  manu^u>turera«  shewing  the  prices  paid  by 
them  for  materials  and  workmanship,  and  those  receiv- 
ed for  the   manufactured  article.      We  shall  then   be 
abundantly  able  to  judge  of  the  degree  of  proitection  they 
require.  1  am  the  rather  induced  to  take  this  coarse,  Irom 
having  observed,  that,  while  cottootf  are  exported  by  us 
to  foreign  countries^  n6  woollens  are  exported^     1  feel, 
tlierefore,  inclined  to  allow  some  farther  proteotioR  on 
the  latter.     On  these  two  grounds,  lam  disposed  to  vote 
with  those  who  oppose  the  present  resolution.     I  feel  ie- 
debted,  however,  to  the  Committee  on  Manufoctures  for 
having  brought  forward  the  measure  at  this  time*     It^u  "41 
be  immediately  promuigated,  and  the  country  will  be  ap- 


699 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS! 


890 


jAtr.  2,  1828.] 


Navy  Hospital  Fund.-^ Chesapeake  and  XJhio  Canal 


[H*  or  R. 


prised  of  the  iuformatiun  which  that  committee  feels  a 
need  of.  The  manufacturers  will,  therefofe,  have  an  op- 
prortuftity  of  shewing  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  their  re* 
presentations  to  this  House.  If,  therefore,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  few  days,  they  do  not  present  themselves  here  with 
the  fullest  evidence  in  the  case,  the  conclusion  drawn  in- 
evitably by  all  men  will  be  against  them.  But  if  the  ma- 
nufacturers shall  come  before  us  with  such  precise  and 
detailed  'statenoents  as  shall  substantiate  the  declarations 
made  in  their  petitions  and  memorials,  then  all  that  will 
iemain  for  us  to  decide  upon,  will  be  the  principle  itself 
of  granting  protection  :  and,  with  respect  to  that  as  a  ge- 
neral principle,  I  confess  myself  to  entertain  little  doubt. 
They  have  now  been  fiiirfy  and  fiilly  notified  of  what  we 
want,  and  I  hope  they  will  come  forward  with  prompti«> 
tude  and  furnisli  it.  The  only  objection  which,  in  my 
mind,  remains  unanswered,  is,  that,  if  the  resolution,  b 
rejected,  the  manufacturer  is  to  be  left  to  come  here  at 
his  own  expense.  This,  f  think,  will  not  be  treating  him 
BO  well  as  he  ought  to  be  treated.  The  resolution  in  its 
present  fbrm  does,  not  propose  any  tyrannical  compul- 
sion, but  merely  oflTers  an  invitation'  to  those  gentlemen 
to  come  hete,  «t  our  expense,  to  give  us  the  knowledge 
they  possess^  and  which  we  require.  However,  as  the 
friends  of  the  manufacturing  interest  appear  decidedly 
to  disapprove  of  the  resolution^  I  have  concluded  to  vote 
with  theonf. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolution  as 
ameaded,  and  decided  as  follows  ; 

YKAS.— Messrs.  William  Addams,  Mark  Alexander, 
Willis  Alston,  John  Anderson,  William  S.  Archer,  Wil- 
liam Armstrong,  John  S.  Barbour,  Philip  P,  Barbour, 
Stephen  Barlow,  John  Barney,  D*  L.  Barringer,  Burwell 
Bassett,  George  O.  Belden,  John  Bell,  William  L.  Brent, 
John  H.  Bryan,  James  Buchanan,  Rudolph  Bunner,  C  C 
Gambreleng,  John  Carter,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  C 
Clark,  Henry  W.  Conner,  Richard  Coulter,  Henry  Da- 
niel, Thomas  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  John  J>  De 
CraflF,  Robert  Desha,  Clement  Dorsey,  William  Drayton, 
Joseph  Duncan,  Jonas  Earle,  junr.  James  Finley,  John 
Floyd,  of  Virginia,  John  Floyd,  of  Geo.  Tomlinson  Fort, 
Chauncey  Forward,  Joseph  Fiy,  Levin  Gale,  Nathaniel 
Gancow,  George  R.  Gilmer,  Innis  Green,  Henry  H.  Gur- 
ley,  Wm.  Haile,  Thomas  U.  Hall,  James  Hamilton,  jr. 
Jonathan  Harvey,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  Selah  R.  Hobble, 
Gabriel  Holmes,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Jacob  C.  Isacks, 
R.  Keese,  John  Leeds  Kerr,  Adam  King,  G.  Kremer, 
Joseph  Lecompte,  Prior  Lea,  E.  Livingston,  W.  Lump, 
kin,  John  Magee,  J.  H.  Marable,  Wm.  D.  Martin,  Wm. 
McCoy,  George  McDuffie,  Robert  McHatton,  Samuel 
McKean,  Jolm  McKee,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  John  Mitchell, 
Thomas  B,  Mitchell,  James  C.  Mitchell,  Thomas  P. 
Moore,  Gabriel  Moore,  William  T.  Nuckolls,  Thomas  X 
Oakley,  Robert  Orr,  jr.  George  W.  Owen,  James  K. 
Polk,  William  Ramsay,  John  Randolph,  James  W.  Rip- 
ley, William  G.  Rives,  John  Roane,  Augustine  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Alexander  Smyth,  Micltael  C.  Sprigg,  William 
Stanberry,  James  S.  Stevenson,  John  B.  Stehgere,  John 
Gr  Stower,  Wiley  Thompson,  James  Trezvant,  Daniel 
Turner,  .Espy  Van  Horn,  G.  C  Verplanck,  Aaron  Wartl, 
G.  A.  WickUffe,  George  Wolf,  Silas  Wright,  jr.  Joel 
Yancey.— 102. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Samuel  C  Allen,  Samuel  Anderson, 
John  Bailey,  John  Baldwin,  Noyes  Barber,  David  Bar- 
ker, jr.  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  Ichabod  Bartlett,  Mordecai' 
Hartley,  Isaac  C  Bates,  Edward  Bates,  Philemon  Beech - 
er,  Thomas  H.  Blake,  Titus  Brown,  li*  A.  Buckner,  Da- 
niel A.  A.  Buck,  Tristam  Burgea,  Samuel  But  man,  Sa. 
muel  Cbase,  James  Clark,  Lewis  Condict,  Wm:  Creigh- 
ton,  jr.  B.  W.  Crowninshield,  John  Culpeper,  John  Da- 
venport, John  D.  Dickinson,  Henry  W.  Dwight,  Edward 
Everett,  Benjamin  Gorham,  John  Hallock,  jr.  Joseph 
Healy,  James  L.  Hodges,  Blichael  Hoffman,  Jonathan 
HuAty  Ralph  G.JngersoUy  Jonathan  Jennings,  Kensey 


Johns,  jr.  Joseph  Lawrence,  Isaac  LefHer,  Robert  P* 
Letcher,  Peter  Little,  John  Locke,  John  Long,  Chitten* 
den  Lyon,  Rollin  C.  Mallary,  Henry  Markell,  Henty  C« 
Martindale,  Dudley  Marvin,  Lewis  Maxwell,  John  May 
nard,  Rufus  Mclntire,  William  McLean,  Orange  Merwin» 
Thomas  Metcalfe,  Charles  Miner,  Thomas  Newton,  Jere« 
miah  O'Brien,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Elisba  Phelps,  laac  Pier- 
son,  David  Plant,  John  Reed,  Joseph  Richanlson,  Wm. 
Russell,  John  Sluan^  Oliver  H.  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Henry  R  Storrs,  James  Strong,  Samuel 
Swann,  Benjamin  Swift,  John  W.  Tayl<^»  Phineas  L. 
Tracy,  Ebenezer  Tucker,  Joseph  Vance,  S.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Samuel  F.Vinton,  George  K.  Wales,  G.  C  Wash- 
ington,  Thomas  Whipple,  jr.  Elisha  WhHtlesey,  Joseph 
F.  Wingate,  John  J.  Wood,  Silas  Wood,  John  Woods, 
David  Woodcock,  John  C.  Wright.— 88. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  ^o ;  and,  at  5  o'clock, 
the  House  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


'    WxpirxsDAT,  jAsruABT  2,  1828. 
NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

Mr.  McDUFFlB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  the  Navy  Hospital 
Funtl. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  sum  of  forty.six  thousand 
.two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fourteen  cents  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  tnoney  in  the  Treasury,  not'other- 
wise  appropriated,  to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  pay  the  same 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  aforesaid  Fund,  upon  their 
requisition: 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed  for  tomor< 
row. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 
Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, made  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill  to  amend 
and.  explain  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  ot  Virginia,  incorporating  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company, '*  and  an  act  of  the  State 
of  Maryland  for  the  same  purpose.  Which  bill  was  twicer 
read  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MERCER  also  reported  the  following  bill: 
A  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Be  tt  enacted f  Cffc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and. he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  subscribe 
in  the  name,  and  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  fbrten 
thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canbl  Company,  and  to  pay  for-  the  same,  at 
such  times,  and  in  such  proportion,  as  sliall  be  required 
of  the  stockholders,  generally,  by  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Company,  out  of  the  dividends  which  may  accrue 
to  the  United  States  upon  the  Bank  Stock,  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  provided,  that  not  more  than  one 
fifth  part  of  the  sum^  so  subscribed  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  slull  be  demanded  in  any  one  year,  after 
the  organization  of  the  said  Company  ;  and  provided, 
moreover,  that,  for  the  supply  of  water  to  such  other  Ca- 
nals as  the  State  of  Maryland,  or  Virginia,  or  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  may  authorize  to  be  constructed,  in 
connexion  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  Uie  sec- 
tion of  the  said  Canal,  as  leading  from  the  head  of  the 
Litlle  Falls  of  the  Potomac  River,  to  the  proposed  basin, 
next  above  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  have  the  elevation  above  the  tide  of  the  River,  at 
the  head  of  the  said  Falls,  and  shall  preserve  throughout 
the  whole  section  aforesaid,  a  breadth,  at  the  surface  of 
the  water,  of  not  less  than  sixty  feet,  and  a  depth,  below 
the  same,  of  not  less  thah  five  feet,  with  a Jiuitable  breadth 
of  bottom. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  shall  voVe  for  the  President  and  Direc- 
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ton  of  the  said  Companj,  Mcording  to  such  number  of 
shares  as  thel/nited  States  may  at  any  time  hold  in  the 
st<ick  thereof,  and  shall  re$«ve  upon  the  said  studcy 
the  proportion  of  the  toUs  which  skuiU  from  time  to  tine 
be  due  to  the  United  States  for  the  shares  aforeaaidi 
and  shall  have,  and  enjoy  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 
evety  other  right  of  a  stockholder  in  the  said  Com* 
pany. 
This  biU  was  committed  to  the 


Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  the  precedihg. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  Mi^wBxx*  was  taken  up  aod  read  : 

"  lUaohed,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  the  report  of  the  En^neers 
employed  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  practicability  of 
uniting,  by  a  Canal,  the  waters  of  James  and  the  Great 
Kenhawa  rivers." 

And  the  queation  being  on  its  adoplioii* 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  said,  (hat  be  was  notsltogether 
satisfied  with  the  resolution.  He  beKeved  they  had  got 
•H  the  information  they  wanted  in  Virginia  on  t;he  subject 
of  it.  We»  in  Virginia^  (said  Mr.  F.)  have  some  feeling  as 
to  the  •conduct  of  the  Administration  on  that  point.  The 
late  Governor  of  that  State  seemed  to  think  that  the  En- 
gineering performed  there  by  order  of  the  General  Go- 
rernment,  was  merely  a  bribe  for  her  good  opinion;  and 
Mr.  F.  did  not  know  that  hts  opinion  on  that  subject  was 
very  different  from  his  own.  Why  the  United  States' 
Engineers  should  have  been  employed  for  so  many 
months  in  surveying  this  route  between  the  James  and 
tlie  Great  Kenhawa  rivers,  (said  Mr.  F.)  I  cannot  myself 
very  well  understand.  But  this  I  know,  that  all  the 
money  of  the  United  States  would  not  make  a  canal 
between  those  two  rivers.  Betv^een.tlie  James  river 
and  New  IliverK  which  is  a  branch  of  the  Kenhawa, 
I  grant  it  may  ^e  done,  but  not  between  James  Ri- 
ver and  the  Great  Kenhawa  itself.  Why  is  this  sur- 
vey pressed  upon  us,  when  our  own  Legislature  has 
long  ago  caused  the  same  route  to  be  examined  by  an 
Engineer  who  was.tiie  master  and  instructor  of  this  very 
brigade  wliich  hu  been  engaged  so  long  in  the  survey, 
and  which,  1  understand,  is  to  be  employed  there  again 
next  season?  It  lias  greatly  the  appearance  of  a  political 
design  on  the  part  of  the  Administration.  In  indulging 
such  an  opinion,  I  hope  I  do  them  no  injustice;  I  would 
not  willingly  do  this,  for  they  have  sins  enough  God 
knows,  to  aiiswerfor>.yithout  being  chaiged  upon  suspi* 
cion .  Entertaining  these  views^  I  have  prepared  an  amend* 
ment  to  the  resolution,  which  I  now  offer  to  the  House. 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  tbe  instructions 
given  to  the  Engineers  who  have  been  ordered  to  exam- 
ine tlie  passages  through  the  roounuins  of  Virginia,  with 
s  view  to  the  location  of  turnpike  roads,  railroads,  and 
canals.  Also  communicate  wiiatprogress  has  been  made 
in  the  various  works,  how  many  surveys  have  b^en  com- 
pleted— how  much  has  been  done  of  those  unfinished 
and  bow  many  unsurveyed  or  unexamiited  which  it  is 
contemplated  to  examine.  How  many  Engineers  have 
been  employed  in  that  service — their  rank,  and  pay:  like- 
wise, how  many  men  have  been  employed  by  these  En- 
gineers in  that  service;  and  if  not  fiuislied,  at  what  time 
it  is  presumed  this  work  will  be  completed.'* 

1  have  made  some  alteration,  as  will  be  seen,  in  the 
form,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  resolution:  For  a  new 
practice  has  of  late  crept  into  the  mode  of  doing  business 
in  this  Government.  This  House,  instead  of  calUng  for 
information  from  the  President  ol  tbe  United  States,  calls 
upon  his  Secretaries^  who  are  the  mere  creatures  of  law; 
nay,  so  far  has  this  gone,  that  even  the  Secretary  of  a 
Department,  instead  of  giving,  upon  his  own  responsibil- 
ity, a  condensed  statement  of  the  fiicts  ipquired  for,  goes 


to  bis  olerks^  and  sends  us  in  balk,  tbe  reports  ef  thei« 
clerks  to  th^  Hon.  Secretary  himself*  for  the  House  to 
make  what  they  can  of  them.  By  this  mode  of  proceedf 
iug,  all  responsibility  is  shifted  from  the  President  or  his 
Secretary,  and  if  erroneous  information  is  sent  to  the 
House,  and  aiw  inquiry  is  made,  why»  forsooth,  it  was  an 
error  of  one  of  the  derka.  1  have  worded  my  amendment 
so  as  purposely  to  avoid  this. 

Mr.  MEBCfiR  regretted  that  bis  colleague  had  pre- 
faced his  amendment  by  a  series  of  remarks  which  Were 
wholly  uniiecesssiy  to  the  sustaining  of  it«  Perhaps  the 
gentleman  was  not  aware,  that,  in  what  be  had  said,  he 
reflected  not  only  on  the  Executive,  but  on  thirty  or  for^ 
ty  of  his  fellow  members  of  this  House.  The  ptoeocdtngB 
of  the  Adrainiatmtion  in  this  matter,  whether  r%bt  or 
wrong;  were  had  in  pursuaace  of  the  reeomrnendation  of 
between  thirty  and  forty  gentlemen  who  had  been  mem- 
bers of  a  former  Congress.  If  tbe  gentleman,  b^ece  he 
uttered  the  remarks  he  had  just  made,  bad  taken  the 
trouble  to  read  the  documents  which  had  been  furnished 
to  the  House  on  this  subject*  he  woyld  have  perceived 
that  the  application  of  those  gentlemen  to  have  this  sur* 
Vey  effected,  proceeded  on  the  grounds  of  the  compact 
between  the  United  Stales  and  the  Stote  of  Ohio,  (the 
same  instroment  which  waa^  in  finet,  the  foundation  of  the 
Cumberiaad  Rokd,)  and  of  two  suoceaaive  resohitioBs  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Vifginia,  (one  of  which  was 
likewise  concurred  in  by  tbe  Senate  of  that  State,)  on  the 
same  subject.  The  compact  be  alluded  to  oontidnea  a  pro* 
vision  that  *'  One  or  more"  Unes  of  connexion  should  be 
established  by  roads  between  the  AUantic  and  Westeni 
waters,  leading  towiuds  the  State  of  Ohia  The  road 
from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling  formed  one  of  these  li»eM 
of  communication;  but  the  instrument  equaU;  saactionn 
another  between  the  waters  of  James  and  tbe  Great  Ken* 
hawa  rivers.  So  inuCh,  therefore,  for  the  right  of  Gov* 
ernraentto  order  there  surveys. 

But  further:  In  the  year  1815,  the  Legislature  of  Vir* 
ginia  invited  tlie  General  Government,  as  well  as  the 
Government  of  Keniucky  and  Ohio,  to  unite  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  Caoal»  or  Rail  Road,  between  the  two  rivers 
last  mentioned.  And,  in  th^  year  following,  a  similar  re* 
solution  was  recommended  to  the  Leg^ture  of  Yirgioia* 
by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  that  State,  and  was 
passed  almost  unanimously.  It  was,  indeed*  true*  tlial 
the  sam^e  route  had  beenexamined  bjr  a  very  distinguish* 
ed  gentleman  in  Yiiginia,  (he  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  very  skilful  and  experienced  in  Civil  Bngineeriai^  but 
he  was  certainly  a. most  accomplislied  Mihtwy  Engineer,) 
Mr.  Crozet.  But,  it  was  nevertheless  true*  that,  since 
the  year  1813,  it  never  could  be  ascertained  whether  the 
proposed  connexion  was,  or  was  not  practicable^  until 
the  recent  survey  by  the  United  Statea'  Enghieers.  Mr. 
M.  said,  he  felt  the  more  entitkd  to  speak  with  oonfi^ 
dence  on  this  subject,  since  he  had  himself  been  one  of 
tlie  Commissioners  appointed  by  the .  State  of  Visgipia, 
to  make  tl»e  examination,  and  had  performed  the  most 
hazardous  part  of  that  duty,  and  he  could  declare  that  he 
was  now  as  folly  convinced  of  the  practicahiiity  of  the 
underuklng,  as  he  was  of  any  foet  in  Natural  history. 
He  had  made  the  preceding  remarks,  in  order  that  the 
responsibility  of  originating  those  surveys  might  rest, 
where  it  ought  to  rest,  on  himself  and  the  otlier  gen- 
tlemen who  had  recommended  the  measure  to  the  Kxecu- 
tive,  ^ 

Mr.  FJLOYO  spoke  in  reply,  dechuing  that  he  siiould 
not  retract  one  word  of  what  be  had  aaid  whan  last  up« 
His  colleague  on  the  right  must  himself  be  convincM 
that,  in  what  he  liad  just  advanced,  he  wi|s  under  an  egre- 
gious error.  I  said,  (observed  Mr.  F. )  that  the  wntera 
of  the  New  River  and  of  James  River  might  be  united—- 
but  how  could  this  connexion  bo  contemplated  by  tbe 
contract  with  Ohio,  when*  according  to  the  ffentkmMa^s 
sbewuv»  it  if  now  toi  a«c«rtmfld  thatsiwh  « 1 
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M  possible.'  The  En|fi)teefB  of  Virflpinia  have  exunined 
the  very  route  now^  proposed.  [Here  Mr.  Mbscbb, 
^ealciog  across,  jn  an  under  voice,  said,  *<they  never 
touched  it. "J  Tbey  kave  touched  it:  and  they  did  examl 
ine  it.  Besides,  this  canal  is  on  the  same  route  with  the 
contemplated  road  to  New  Orleans,  (that  is,  if  the  Presi- 
dent has  yet  determined  on  which  side  of  the  Moantains 
that  road  is  to  pass  )  But,  though  several  different  sur- 
veys have  been  made,  tSie  Engineers  are  not  yet  done 
wit))  it.  Nqw,  what  are.  we  to  think  of  this.'  A  bill  has, 
to  be  sure,  been  reported  this  morning,  on  the  sabject 
of  the  New  Orleans  road,  but  (by  reason  of  the  new 
practice  into  which  we  have  fiillen,  of  not  having  bills 
read  through  on  their  first  readinjgr,)  I  do  no(  know  what 
it  contains.  The  road  must  go  either  East  of  the  moun- 
talni;  or  up  the  ^^reat  valley.  1  presume  it  will  go  through 
the  valley;  and  if  so,  theri  tbb  canal  will  be  almost  imme- 
diately in  the  route.  But  this  is  not  a  road  to  Ohio;  it 
runfe  through  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  What  then  can 
this  eaifal,  or  tliis  road,  have  to  do  with  the  contract  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Ohio.^  But,  I  am  told  by 
the  gentleman,  that  some  noembers  of  Congress  petition- 
ed the  President  for  this  survey.  I  VFas  apprised  of  that 
fact,  but  I  had  tfaEought  that  the  Cumberland  road  fully 
satisfied  our  contract  with  Ohio.  Thisr  however,  1  wiU 
say— and  I  sfty  it  that  the  Adminiitrfttion  may  hiar  it — 
that  I  do  know  much  more  of  their  operations  in  the  upper 
Country  than  they  think  for,  and,  at  a  suitable  time,  I  shall 
disclose  what  (  know,  let  the  oonsequence  fall  where  it 
may.    . 

Mr.  MERCER  insisted  that  his  colleague  was  mistaken 
as  te  his  fiicts.  The  practicability  of  connecting  the  James 
and  Kenhawa  rivers  by  a  navigable  canal,  had  been  first 
ascertained  by  the  United  States'    Engineers.     The  re- 
port of  Mr.  Crozet  on  the  subject,  wits  subsequent  to 
that  of  the  ¥nited  States'  Engineers.     His  report  threw 
a  doubt  over  the  result  at^  which  the  United  States'  Engi- 
neers had  arrived.     As  to  the  compact.with  Ohio»  it  pro- 
vided for  •«  one  or  more"  roads  between  the  Western  and 
Atlantic  waters;  it  must  therefore,  of  course,  comprehend 
a  road  between  the  Grrat  KenUawa  and  the  James  ri- 
vers.    But  the  route  in  question  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  road  to  New  Orleans;  the  former  wouki  intersect  the 
latter  at  right  angles,  ami,  of  course,  the  two  routes  could 
not  run  over  the  same  ground.     Of  the  riMd  to  Orleans, 
ihe  present  Vice  President  was  the  original  mover,  and 
J^Ir.  M.  said  he  applauded  his  sagacity  fur  suggesting  it 
Three  different  routes  for  this  rend  were  originally  con- 
templated: they  bad  since  been  surveyed;  i»ut  no  report 
in  relation  to  either  had  been  made  at  the  last  session, 
because  the  committee  of  Roads  and  Canals  bad  been 
overburthened  with  business  which  had  the  precedence. 
A  bill  for  the  construction  of  this  road  was  now,  for  the 
first  time,  reported.    The  route  of  the  road  could  not 
have  been  earlier  fixed  by  the  present  Executive.     It 
could  not,  therefore,  have  been  sootfer  determined.  Mr. 
M.  said,  in  conchiaion,  that  he  had  hot  risen,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  with  any  view  of  protecting  the  Executive 
from  censure,  but  merely  to  vindicate  himself  and  tliose 
gentlemen  of  the  House  who  had  been  associated  with 
him  in  the  recommendation  of  the  survey  referred  to. 
The  very  first  time  he  had  raised  his  voice  in  debate  in 
this  House,  mof>e  than  ten  years  ago,  was  infavor  of  tlie 
power  of  Government  to  make  roads  and  canals,  and  for 
many  years,  as  was  known  to  his  fi'iends,  all  the  energies 
of  his  mind  had  been  constantly  and  faithfully  devoted  to 
this  subject.     He  cared  not  who  ruled,  so  that  bis  coun- 
try prospered. 

Mr.  BARTLBTT  rose  upon  a  point  of  order,  and  sug- 
gested  a  doubt  whether  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
FLOxa,  did  not  so  far  differ  from  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Maxwbix  as  to  be  inadmissable  under  the  40th  rule,  as 
being  a  substitute  for  it. 


The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  amendment  was  in 
order,  being  only  an  extension  of  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

'  Mr.  FLOYD  again  arose.  He  sgid  that  his  colleague 
had  totally  changed  his  g^und.  He  now  sttys  that  the 
fkct  of  the  practicability  of  a  connection  of  the  two  rivers 
was  first  ascertained  by:tlie  United  States'  Engineers.  I 
admit,  (said  Mr.  F.)^^^^^^  first  survey  was  made  by 
them,  but  I  still  insist,  that  Mr.  Crozet  did  exam'me  the 
route  and  ascertain  the  practicability  long  before  they 
did*  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying,  there  was  nothing  in 
his  amendment  which  called  upon  the  gentleman  to  de- 
fend either  himself  and  his  associates,  or  the  administra- 
tion. 

Mr.  MAXWELL  said,  it  was  not  his  desire  to  opposQ 
the  inquiry  pn>posed  by  his  colleague  opposite,  (Mr. 
Floxd.)  That  gentleman  was  at  fiiU  liberty,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  to  obtain  any  information  he  might 
wish;  but,  he  was  unwilling  that  sudi  a  call  should  be 
substituted  for  the  resolution  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  ofiTered. 
The  survey  which  he.  wished  to  have  laid  before  the 
House  was|  he  understood,  prepared  apd  ready  to  be  sub- 
mitted. His  objection  to  the  gentleman's  amendment 
was  chiefly  grounded  on  its  extent,  and  the  delay  which 
must  necessarily  be  occasioned  by  the  adoption  of  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment,  and  Jt 
was  rejected. 

The  resolution  of  Mr..  MAX  WELL  was  then  adopted 
in  its  original  form. 

PUBLIC  LAND   DEBT. 

The  House  went  into  Commiltee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  P. 
P.  BARBOUR  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  to^  revive  and 
continue  in  force  the  several  acts  making  provision  for 
the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  SUtes 
by  the  purchasers  of  the  Public  Lands,  and  on  the  biU 
for  the  relief  of  Purchasers  of  Public  Lands  which  have 
reverted  for  non-payment  of  the  purchase  money. 
The  first  of  these  bills  having  been  read- 
Mr.  ISACKS,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  X«anda,  rose  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  would  be  perceiv* 
ed  that  tlie  bill  contained  ^nothing  new;  it  proposed  mere- 
ly an  extension  of  time  ;  it  did  that,  and  it  did  no  more. 
The  ruinous  policy  of  what  was  denominated  the  credit 
system,  expired  in  1B20,  and  in  the  succeeding  year 
Congress  legislated  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  who 
were  unable  to  complete  thsir  payments.  The  act  of 
1821  was  the  baais  of  the  several  subsequent  acts  on  this 
subject.  The  persons  indebted  to  the  United  States  for 
land,  were  divided  by  it  into  three  classes.  The  first 
class  contained  such  as  bad  paid  only  one-fourtli  part  of 
the  purchase  money;  these  were  allowed  eight  years  to 
complete  their  payments.  The  second  class  comprised 
such  as  had  paid  onerhalf  of  tlie  purchaio  money;  these 
were  allowed  six  years.  Those  who  had  paid  two-thirds 
were  arranged  in  the  third  class,  and  were  aUowed  four 
years.  In  1824  another  act  was  passed,  extending  the 
time  of  the  former  bill  about  eighteen  months;  and,  in 
1826,  the  time  was  again  extended  to  a  period,  which  ex- 
pired on  tlie  fourth  day  of  July  last.  The  present  bill  was 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  extending  it  to  the  fourth  of 
July,  1829. 

Mr.  L»  after  some  general  remarks  on  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  concluded,  by  reading  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McCOY  inquired  whether  the  amotint  of  one  mil- 
lion and  upwards^  stated  by  the  Commissioner  to  have 
been  received,  had  been  actually  received  in  money,  or 
o*>ly  by  the  relinquishment  of  land  warrants? 

Mr.  ISACKS  replied,  it  was  received  partly  in  one  way, 
and  partly  in  the  other— but  could  not  state  precisely 
tlie  proportion,  without  reference  to  documents. 
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The  bill  was  then  laid  astde,  and  the  Committee  pass- 
ed to  the  next  of  the  bills  referred  to  the  same  Comntitiee; 
and  the  said  bills  were  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrosed  for  a  third  reading^. 

Thursdat,  Jakuakt  3,  1828. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  the  following^ : 

Muohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Mil'tary  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing^ 
an  armory  on  some  point  on  Harpeth  river,  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee. 

The  resolution  havings  been  read, 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennes^e,  said,  as  the  resolution 
which  had  just  been  read  Was  intended  only  to  direct 
the  .attention  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
the  subject  embraced  in^  it,  he  did  not  present  himself 
before  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  re- 
marks upon  the  general  expediency  of  establishing  an 
armory  upon  the  Western  waters,  nor  with  any  view, 
in  detail,  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  would  urge  the 
ftitualion  of  that  particular  district  of  the  West,  for  such 
an  establishment,  designated  in  the'  resolution.  But, 
said  he,  ss,  in  oiTering  it,  I  da  not  intend  to  pay  a  mere 
compliment  of  the  season  to  the  interests. of  that  section 
of  the  country  A'hich  1  have  the  honor  to  represent,  1 
beg  leave  now  to  state,  that,  if  the  subject  shall  be 
thought  of  sufficient  consequence  to  engage  the  serious 
Attention  of  the  committee,  (and,  in  my  judgment,  it 
deserves  a  place  in  th«ir  deliberations,)  I  expect  to  be 
able  to  shew,  that  the  country  upon  the  lower  branches 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  upon  the  soutli  side  of  it,  com- 
bines all  the  advantages  desirable  in  a  site  for  an  exten- 
sive manufactory  of  arms,  common  to  those  places, 
which  have  hitherto  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  this 
House,  under  more  favorable  auspices.  I  expect  also  to 
shew,  that  this  part  of  the  country  possesses  other  ad- 
vantages which  are  peculiar  and  exclusive ;  and  1  will, 
in  due  time,  take  the  trouble  upon  myself  of  embodying 
the  inrormation  necessary  to  this  eflfect. 

That  1  may  not  be  thought  too  sanguine  in  my  esti- 
mate of  the  condition,  both  national  and  adventitious, 
of  the  section  of  country  alluded  to,  permit  ipe  to  state 
wne  fact,  which,  I  am  sure,  our  Atlantic  brethren  will 
not  be  unconcerned  to  hear.  Within  the  h«t  (bur  or 
fiv«  years,  the  manufacture  of  bar  iron  in  Middle  Ten- 
nessee, has  increased  in  such  a  degree,  that  the  pro- 
duce  of  the  works  upon  the  Juniata,  wliich  formerly 
found  an  extensive  and  profitable  market  in  that  co<m- 
tr)',  is  now  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  our  shops,  and  the 
Swedes  iron,  which,  though  the  product  of  the  industry 
of  another  hemisphere,  and  burthened,  as  it  is,  with 
duties,  has  been  afforded  in  our  market  lower  than  the 
Juniata,  is  also  fast  disappearing.  In  truth,  however 
ill  adapted  the  population  of  that  State  may  be  to  other 
manufactures,  that  of  iron  must  6ourisli,.both  by  reason 
of  the  superior  quality  of  ore  which  abounds  there, 
and  the  diminished,  and  still  diminishing  value  of  that 
kind  of  labor  which  is  almost  exclusively  employed  in 
reducing  it.  In  the  same  tract  of  country,  water  power 
susceptible  of  application  to  all  kinds  of  machinery, 
exists  to  every  necessary,  and  even  desirable  extent. 
Fossil  coal,  too,  is  found  upon  Jhe  banks  of  the  Cum- 
berland,  and,  as  the  means  of  transportation  by  water, 
to  every  point  upon  the  Mississippi  and  its  branches,  at 
this  time  accessible  from  other  quarters,  are  not  restrict- 
ed from  this  point,  1  am  persuaded  it  will  be  found,  upon 
enquiry,  that  no  greater  mistake  could  be  ^committed, 
than  to  suppose,  cither  that  the  principal  materials  con- 
sumed in  an  armory,  ur  that  all  the  essential  articles  of 
subsistence  could  not  be  afforded  upon  as  low  terms 
there,  as  at  any  other  place  in  the  Western  country. 
There  are  other  considerations  connected  with  this  sub- 


ject, which,  in  my  opinion,  should  give  Uiis  point  on  the 
Western  waters,  a  decided  preference  over  those  which 
4eem  to  have  been  more  attended  to  ;  but  these  1  will 
not  now  urge,  nor  even  mention.  Such  a  course,  I  ap- 
prehend, would  be  likely  to  provoke  an  immediate  dis- 
cussion, which  would  be  premature,  and  might  be  use- 
less. The  suggestions  already  thrown  out,  are  design- 
ed not  so  much  to  make  any  impression  upon  the  House, 
as  to  elicit  a  full  enquiry  on  .the  part  of  the  committee, 
and  the  character  of  the  gentlemen  placed  upon  that 
committee  gives  me  the  assurance  that  the  propositiun 
contained  in  the  resolution  will  receive  a  candid  and  im- 
partial examination. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Fbidat,  Janttart  4,  1838. 
REMOVAL  OF  INDIANS. 

Mr.  FIA1LE  said,  that  he  had  some  days  since  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  a  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  the  Chocktaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  which 
he  desired  now  to  call  up  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  (cnlows  : 

**I{eaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfRurs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  enable  the  Choctaws  and  Clitckasaws 
to  explore  the  country  beyond  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
to  provide  the  means  for  the  support  of  such  Indians  who 
are  disposed  to  emigrate,  and  are  willing  to  embrace  the 
benevolent  objects  designed  by  the  Government." 

To  this  resolution  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  offered  an 
amendment,  wlten  it  was  before  the  House  on  the  lUb 
December,  to  include  the  "  Pattawattaraie  and  Miami 
Indians,"  and  the  question  recurred  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,)  stated,  that  the  committee  had  the 
subject  of  that  resolution  now  before  them,  and  were 
preparing  a  report  upon  it,  which  they  intended  shortly 
to  present  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HAILE  observed,  that  his  resolution  had,  he  be- 
lieved, been  offered  p^e^'iously  to  any  other,  on  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  the  removal  of  Indians,  and  he  had  been 
told  by  those  gentlemen  who  had  offered  amendments  to 
it,  that  they  would  consent  to  withdraw  those  amend- 
ments in  order  that  his  might  be  considered  separately. 
The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Indian  Committee  was 
not,  he  apprehended,  fully  acquainted  with  the  shuation 
of  the  two  tribes  to  which  his  resolution  referred.  In 
1820,  there  had  been  guarantied  to  the  Chickasaws  and 
Choctaws,  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a 
large  tract  of  land  West  of  the  Mississippi ;  but,  since 
that  treaty,  no  steps  had  been  Uken  to  carry  this  pledge 
into  effect.  On  the  contrary,  3000  whites  had  encroach- 
ed upon  their  territory,  and  were  driving  them  back,  at 
the  same  time  that  eveiy  inducement  had  been  held 
out  to  them  by  the  'Government,  to  obtain  their  consent 
to  emigration.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  tribes 
referred  to,  had  peculiar  claims  on  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  he  wished  that  Com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  House,  whether,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  tract  guarantied  by  the  treaty,  was  t©  be 
given,  as  it  had  been  promised,  or  some  other  tract  in 
lieu  of  it. 

,  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  having  no  objection  t«  the 
object  of  the  resolution,  and  not  being  desirous  of  throw- 
ing any  obstacles  in  the  vray  of  its  adoption,  withdrctr 
tlie  amendment  to  it  which  he  had  before  offered. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Va.,  said,  he  believed  this  was  the 
first  time  an  appropriation  liad  been  asked  from  this 
House  to  enable  Indians  to  go  into  the  wilderness  to  ex- 
plore it.  He  had  thought  that  the  object  of  the  sj-stem 
adopted  by  the  General  Government,  with  respect  tt* 
the  Indians,  was  to  civilize  those  People,  and  to  get 
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thetn  out  of  the  wilderness.  As  the  reverse,  however, 
seemed  intended  by  this  resolution,  he  was  opposed  to 
io  adoption. 

Mr.  HAILE  saiil,  that  Government  had  made  a  treaty 
by  which  Ihey  were  bound.  If  solemn  treaties  were  to 
be  considered  as  of  any  avail,  and  the  Government  meant 
tu  act  in  g^od  faith,  these  Indiana  oueht  to  receive  what 
Imd  been  promised  them.  It  was  with  a  view  to  this  end, 
that  he  had  offered  the  resolution. 

The  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing  resolution  : 

Huohed^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
do  encaiire  into  the  expediency  of  repeafing  so  much  of 
the  16ai  section  of  an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  any  port,  or  place,  withih  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Stttesi  etc..  as  requires  that  the  owner  or 
captain  intending  to  transport  a  slave,  coastwise,  from 
one  port  to  another,  in  the  same  State,  shall  previously 
deliver  to  the  Collector  a  manifest,  specifying  the  name," 
age,  etc.,  of  said  slave,  and  swearing  that  the  said  slave 
fcad  not  been  imported  since  the  year  1808,  and  that  he 
was  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  the  SUte. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  said,  that,  without  some  explanation 
of  the  facts  referred  to,  the  resolution  must  be.  In  a  great 
measure,  unintelligible.-  In  1807,  Congress,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  on  that  subject, 
passed  an  act  suppressing  the  slave  trade.  The  10th 
section  of  that  act  required,  that,  when  a  slave  arrives 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  of  more 
than  40  tons  burthen,  the  captain  and  owner  must  unite 
in  an  oath,  that  tlie  slave  had  not  been  imported  since 
the  Ist  January,  1«08.  Thia^  ceremony  was  accompani- 
ed with  fees  to  the  Collector  of  #  1  50,  and  if  the  par- 
ties failed  to  comply  with  this  requirement  of  the  act,  the 
vessel  was  to  t>e  confiscated,  and  the  captain  to  pay  a 
fine  of  $1,000.  .At  the  time  this  act  passed,  these  re- 
quirements  were  wise  and  proper  \  because,  at  that  time, 
our  whole  coast  swarmed  with  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade ;  but  the  obiect  of  this  and  other  acts  had 
been  frilly  accomplished,  and  that  trade  might  now  be 

Kronounced,  so  hr  as  we  were  concerned,  to  be  complete- 
/  suppressed.  The  last  accounU  •  received  from  our 
station  in  Africa,  decbred  that  the  Bnglish  and  American 
branches  of  the  trade  had  ceased.  All  those  formerly 
engaged  in  it,  had,  by  the  severity  of  our  laws,  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  country,  and  no  such  trade  was  now  car- 
ried on  in  any  part  of  our  coast.  The  act  to  which  he 
referred,  therefore,  while  il  imposed  a  very  severe  tax 
on  the  People  of  the  South,  was,  under  the  predent  stale 
of  things,  productive  of  no  benefit  whatever.  lU  ope- 
ration  was  harassin'^  and  oppressive.  If  a  gentleman 
wislicd  to  go  with  his  servant,  from  Charleston  to  Beau- 
fort, the  captain  is  under  the  necessity  gf  giving,  in  his 
inanitest,  an  account  of  that  slave.  His  oath,  and  that 
of  the  owner,  must  be  submitted  to  the  Collector,  though 
that  officer  should  know  ever  so  well  the  fact  to  be  sub- 
siautjated ;  and,  if  a  gentleman  sends  his  slave  up  and 
ciown»  fifty  times  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the  same 
ceremony  must  be  gone  through.  This  is  trouble  and 
expense,  without  any  useful  end. 

Mr.  M.  said,  that,  though  he  was  himself  a  slave  hold- 
er, he  was  as  warmly  and  as  sincerely  opposed  to  the 
slave  tirade  as  any  gentleman  from  the  Northern  States 
possibly  could  be,  and  could  he  be  convinced  that  such 
»  provision  as  this  was  necessary  to  the  putting  down  of 
tliat  traffic,  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  oppose  it;  but 
he  WAS  convinced,  that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  as 
it  interposed  a  vexatious  embarrassment  in  the  inter- 
course between  the  Southern  States,  be  was  desirous  of 
•eeing  it  repealed  ;  but  wished  to  obtain  tlie  opinion  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  that  subject. 
Mr.  MEKCEK  said,  that,  without  ititending  to  ex- 
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press  any  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  enquiry  which 
the  gentleman  fmm  South  Carolifia  was  desirous  to  iosti- 
tute,  he  could  not  refrain  from  correcting  the  erroneous 
impression  which  he  seemed  to  have  formed,  that  the 
slave  trade  was  abolished.  On  the  contrary-,  he  believed 
that  it  was  now  carried  on  to  as  great  an  extent  as  at  any 
former  period  of  its  history;  and  to  some  extent, though 
precisely  to  what,  by  American  capital,  he  would  not  un- 
dertake to  determine. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

CANAL  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  WING  offered  the  following : 

Buohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap|>ro- 
priating  a  sum  of  money  for  examining  and  determining 
u|>on  a  suitable  route  for  a  canal  across  the  peninsula  oi* 
Mi<ihigan,  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with 
those  of  Lake  Erie. 

JReaoived^  afao,  That  tlie  same  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  said  canal,  tracts  of  land  on  each 
side  of  said  route,  equal  in  quantity  to  thoss  heretofore 
granted  for  constructing  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  Canals* 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WING  said,  that,  as  the  importance  of  the  reso- 
lutions might  not  at  once  be  apparent  to  the  House,  he 
would  ask  tlie  indulgence  of  a  moment,  wliilst  he  brief- 
ly stated  a  few  of  tlie  reasons  which.h«ive  indicated  the 
propriety  of  the  present  enquiry.  The  difRcuUies  and 
dangers  which  attend  the  navigation  of  our  Northwest- 
em  Lakes;  the  exposures  to  which  the  lives,  the 
health,  and  the  property  of  individuals,  as  well  as  the 
property  of  the  Government,  are  subjected ;  the  fre« 
quent  losses  which  are  sustained,  both  by  the  public  and 
by  individuals,  in  encountering  a  navigation  of  nearly 
eight  hundred  miles  in  extent,  from  the  head  of  Lake 
Erie  to  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is  difficult,  if 
not  dangerotis,  even  in  the  most  favorable  seasons  of 
the  .year ;  indeed,  the  utter  impracticability  of  navigat- 
ing soiAe  of  our  most  northerly  lakes  and  straits,  during 
the  Winter  months,  Mr.  W.  said,  all  conspired  to  ren- 
der it  an  object  of  no  inconsiderable  moment,  not  on- 
ly to  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  but  to  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  to  effect  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  safe  chan- 
nel of  communication  across  the  peninsuU  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. 

Tnis  object  once  accomplished,  together  with  that  of 
the  Illinois  Canal,  for  the  construction  of  which,  the  Go- 
vernment has  already  made  a  large,  if  not  an  ample  pro- 
vision, you  not  only  avoid  the  necessity,  in  time  of  war, 
as  well  as  peace,  of  transporting  every  description  of  pro- 
perty, destined  for  the  supply  of  your  Northwestern  and 
Western  ports,  through  a  long  chain  of  narrow  straits, 
which  bring  you  within  musket  shot  of  the  British  shore ; 
as  well  as  the  dangers  of  a  boisterous  lake  navigation,  to 
which  1  have  just  adverted  ;  but  you  have  at  once  a  safe 
and  easy  inland  communication,  upon  nearly  the  whole 
line  of  your  Northern  and*  Nortliwestern  frontier,  ex- 
tending from  New  York  to  the  Mississippi. 

I  present  tfiis  subject,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  more  confi- 
dently, because  it  is  not  trammelled  by  those  constitu- 
tional objections  which  have  been  heretofore  urged 
against  similar  propositions  from  the  States.  The  whole 
route  of  this  contemplated  canal  is  within  the  limits  of 
a  Territory,  over  which  the  United  States  exercise  the 
exclusive  sovereignty;  ami  within  which,  the  United 
States  are  the  principal  owners  of  the  soil.  To  such  as 
may  not  have  adverted  to  the  subject,  who  are  not  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  geography  of  that  country, 
and  the  fiiciUties  with  which  the  object  may  be  accom- 
plished, the  item  of  expense  might,  at  Brst,  seem  to  bi 
an  objection.    Careful  exi^mtnations,  howerer,  have  been 
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made  by  a  number  of  our  most  scientific  and  intellig'ent 
citizens,  who  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  a  canal  may  be 
constructed  across  that  peninsula^  at  less  expense  tban 
any  one  of  similar  extent  which  has  ever  been  attempted 
in  the  Union. 

If,  Uierefbre,  to  facilitate  the  InterccHirsc  between  the 
diflTerent  sections  of  the  United  States  j  if  to  render  the 
.  transportation  of  property  both  cheap  and  safe ;  if  to 
enhance  the  vahie  of  the  public  domain,  by  improving 
it,  and  thereby  invKing  to  it  a  healthful  and  enterprising 
population ;  it  to  give  stability  to  yonr  frontier  settle- 
ments in  that  quarter,  and  add  strength  to  an  extended 
and  defenceless  frontier,  be  legitimate  objects  for  Con- 
gresnonal  legislation,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of 
the  Government — then,  sir,  I  may  indulge  the  hope  that 
the  resolutions  which  1  have  bad  the  hMior  of  submitting, 
will  be  favorably  received  by  the  House,  and  will  obtain 
II  direction  to  that  Committee  (rom  whose  investigations, 
not  o.ily  the  citizens  of  the  Territory,  whom  1  have  the 
honor  to  represent^  who  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  aub- 
ject,  but  the  Government  itself,,  may  anticipate  benefi- 
cial results. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

CASE  OP  MARIGNY  D'AUTKRlVfc. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  debate  upon 
a  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Marigny  D'Auterive.  This  4iras  a 
private  bill,  providing  for  remunerating  the  claimant  for 
the  lost  tinuB  of  a  ^|ave  impressed  into  tJic  service  of  the 
United  States^  at  New  Orleans,  and  who  was  wuuuded, 
and  also  for  hospital  charges. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  in  the  case, 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
in  the  report  just  read,  assume  it  as  a  principle,  tiiat  the 
United  States'  Government  it  not  bound  in  any  case  to 
pin^  for  rfaves  injured  or*Iu8t  {  because  they  arc  not  cun* 
sidered  as  property.  A  principle  like  this  (said  Mr.  L.) 
is  one  of  the  most  serious  importance,  itot  only  to  my 
constituents,  but  to  all  those  who  are  interested  in.  this 
species  of  property,  throifghout  a  hirge  and  very  impor- 
tant poftion  of  these  United  States.  Slaves  not  proper- 
ly !  What  are  they  then  >  If  not  property,  they  are 
free  :  if  they  are  not  our  property,  w  e  liave  no  tight  to 

.thoir  service ;  if  they  are  not  property,  the  whole  foun- 1       , 

dation  on  which  the  Constitution  ^  tliis  Union  rests,  is   behooves  him  to  loolc  into  former  reports,  and  ascertain  from 
shaken.     And  is  it  by  a  by-blow  like  this,  that  so  impor- 1  them  the  sentiments  of  ftwrner  Conm)1ltecs,  when  decid* 


well,  therefore,  for  gciitlemen  who  might  be  inclined  to 
favor  the  doctrines  of  tliis  report,  to  look  at  home,  and 
see  whether,  by  voting  for  it,  they  do  not  sustaiii  a  prin- 
ciple as  mud  I  at  war  with  the  laws  of  their  own  States, 
as  it  is  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  With  all  this  evidence  before  thciPr  I  can  scarcely 
believe  it  to  have  been  the  deliberate  intention  of  the  re- 
spectable Committee,  to  declare  that  slaves  were  not  the 
properly  of  their  masters  :  yet,  whatever  may  liavebeen 
their  hitention,  their  language  is  but  too  plain  ;  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  report  admits  of  no  other  conclusion.  I  move 
you,  therefore,  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 

[The  amendment  of  Mr.  1-.  went  to  introduce  a  chuse 
allowing  the  claim  for  the  injury  done  to  the  slave,  and 
for  medical  attendance  on  him.] 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ckims,  and  Who  had  reported  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, ^oke  in  reply.  He  said  he  eztiemely  regretted 
tluit  the  gentleman  froto  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Livihsstov) 
had  thought  proper  to  exhibit,  in  the  discusaon  of  this 
questiof),  so  much  ^irit  and  warmth  of  feeling.  It  is  a 
question,  said  he,  that  ought  to  be  decided  dispassionately, 
on  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  without  awaking  aecticnal 
feelings  or  jealousies  $  and  he  trusted  that  bia  (Mr.  L's) 
appeal  to  Southern  gentlemen  to  rally  round  his  standard, 
woiild  not,  on  tliis  occasion,  be  responded  to  by  them. 
He  might  assuredly  have  abstained  from  charging  the 
Committee  with  falsehood^  and  with  having  introduced 
into  the  report  any  sentiment  op  expression,  which  has, 
necessarily  provoked  this  debate.  The  Committee  sti»- 
diously  avoided  touching  the  question  which  the  gentle- 
man apprcl>ends  is  so  vitally  important  to  the  slave-bolder. 
The  whole  of  his  argument  is  based  on  fcte  premises, 
and  his  deductions  are  of  course  erroneous.  He  takc»  U 
for  granted,  that  the  Committee  have  said  *nbal  slaves 
are  not  property."  In  this  he  is  mistaken  ?  there  x»im> 
stich  position  taken  in  the  report.  TJiey  have  said,  that 
<«slaves  arc  not  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and  paid 
for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public  service."  Can 
the  gentleman  disprove  the  truth  of.  this  assertion,  by  rc- 
cgrring  to  a  single  case,  where  the  Government  has  jia'id 
for  a  slave  lost  in  the  service  f  M'heu  the  gentleman  ap- 
peals to  the  passions  of  the  CommHtee,  ainl  presses  upon 
its  consideration  tliat  the  Committee  of  Claims  have,  in 
this  instance,  advanced  new  and  alarming  doctrines,  it 


tant  a  principle  is  to  be  established  /  1  trust  not.  I  trust 
tliat  the  Representatives  of  those  States  who  are  so  hap- 
py, yes  sir,  I  say  so  happy,  as  not  to  possess  any  of  this  spt-- 
cies  of  property,  will  not,  by  sanctioning  such  a  principle, 
lay  a  foundation  for  that  discontent,  fur  that  jealousy,  for 
that  diviaion,  and  for  ail  those  most  serious  cunscquences 
which  must  result  from  such  a  decision.  The  sUm  in  this 
bill  is  nothing}  it  is  not  to  be  spoken  of— it  is  not  for  that 
I  now  address  this  House  ;  but  I  should  basely  betray  the 
duty  1  owe  to  those  who  have  entrusted  their  interesis  to 
m^  hands,  did  I  not  protest  against  the  adtni&sion  of  a 
principle  like  that  advanced  in  this  report.  Indeed,  sir. 
It  can  scarcely  be  believed,  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
intended  to  establish  it.  The  terms  on  which  we  enter- 
ed into  the  social  conpact,  and  without  which  it  would 
never  have  been  formed,  the  laws  which  have  been  pass- 
ed, and  the  tteaties  made  under  it,  must  all  have  prevent 
ed  their  coming  to  this  conclusion  ;  and.  independent  of 
these,  the  laws,  not  of  the  Southern  States  only,  but  in 
those  very  quarters  of  the  continent  where  such  an  opin- 
ion seems  now  to  be  held^the  laws  of  those  Stales  would 
have  taught  them  thai  this  opinion  could  not  properly  be 
held.  How  long  is  it  since,  in  those  very  States,  the  Jaws 
which  considered  them  to  be  as  much  property,  as  any 
other  article,  have  been  repealed  /  In  New  York,  within 
the  year— m  other  States,  they  siiU  exist.    It  would  be 


ing  on  similar  questions.  The  Committee  of  Ckims  ga*-e 
to  this  subject  the  most  unremitted  attenti<iR»  and  did  not 
content  themselves  with  examining  the  printed  reports, 
but  they  also  carefully  examined  all  tlie  manuscript  re- 
ports, from  the  commencement  of  the  last  war  ;  nay,  ihry 
went  still  fartlier  ( they  sent  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasii- 
ry,  and  inquired  of  him  whether  there  weic  any  in- 
stances, during  the  UevoUitiouary  war,  where  slavea  ttmil 
been  paid  for  by  the  Government,  and  the  answer  was, 
there  were  none.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that,  during 
that  long  and  arduous  stru^le,  when  the  whole  encjr;gic*» 
of  the  country  were  put  m  requisition^  thtre  were  no 
slaves  in  the  service,  nor  that  iOme  of  them  were  not 
slain  in  battle,  or  otherwise  lost  to  tlie  owners.  For  the 
information  of  the  Committee,  and  to  remove  any  impres- 
sions which  may  have  been  made  by  the  argument  of 
ihc  genllcn»an,  that  the  present  report  contains  rtovel 
principles,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  turn  their  attention  to 
such  other  reports  which  had  a  hearing  on  the  question 
now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  saidj  the  first  case  his  researches  had  enabled 
him  to  find,  was  that  of  Andrew  Montgomery,  reported 
at  the  first  Session  of  tlie  Fourteenth  Congress,  uhI  ic- 
corded  in  the  fourth  vol.  manuscript  reportsb  pag«  160. 
Montgomery  was  a  Lieutenant  in  tlic  Rifle  Corps*  ancl,. 
at  the  battle  of  Fort  Mims,  his  waiter^  a  slave,  was  kiU- 
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ed,  or  captured.  The  Committee  said  :  *«It  is  conceiv- 
ed Ihe  United  SUtes  ought  not  to  be  liable  for  the  value 
of  the  slave,  if  he  should  be  killed,  or  by  any  other  acci. 
d«nt  be  lost  to  the  owner.  If  compensation  were  to  be 
made,  it  would  have  the.effect  of  compelling  the  United 
States  to  become  the  warranter  of  the  value  of  the  ser- 
wantsr  inntead  of  making  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
hire  of  a  waiter." 

The  next  case  was  that  of  William  P.  Lawrence,  same 
Session,  manuscript  reports,  vol.  fourth,  page  186.  Law- 
rence was  a  Sui^eon  in  the  Armv,  and,  on  the  rcUirnr  of 
the  Tennessee  Militia,  he  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Bogue 
Chilto,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  attend  upon  the 
soldiers  who  were  afflicted  with  a  contagious  disease. 
Nurses  could  not  be  obtained,  either  from  3ie  line  of  the 
^my  or  the  inhabitants.  Dr.  Lawrence  was  obliged  to 
put  his  slave  into  the  hospital  tt  nurse  the  sick,  where 
he  contracted  the  same  disease^  and  died.  Tlie  claim 
was  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  the  United  States  were 
not  liable  to  pay  for  the  slave.  The  Committee  of  Claims, 
nt  this  Session  of 'Congress,  consisted  of  Messrs.  Yancey 
of  North  Carolina,  Alexander  of  Ohio,  Goodwyn  of  Vir- 
ginia, Davenport  of  Connecticut,  Lysle  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford  of  North  Can^no,  and  Chlpnmn  of  Vermont. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  Basil  Shaw,  first  Session,  Flf- 
tcenlh  Congress,  vol,  fourth,  page  396.     Shaw  was  an 
Assistant  Adjutant  General,  and  took  his  slave  into  the 
service  with  him,  who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  shot  on  the 
morning  of  the  eighth  of  January,  1815,  while  in  theser- 
vice,  and  attending  to  his  duty.     The  Committee,  in  their 
repoit,   say  :  "They  are  decidedly  of  the  oplnidn  that 
Cungresa  is  under  no  obliration  whatever  to  remunemte. 
the  petitioner— no  principle  of  legislation  is  perhaps  bet- 
ter setUcd  than  this,  that,  for  such  losses,   Goveniment 
cannot  be  liable."    The  Committee,  at  this  Session,  con- 
sisted of  Uessra.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Rich  of  Ver- 
mont, Bateman  of  New  Jersey,  McCoy  of  Virginia,  Hun- 
tington of  Connecticut,  Schuyler  of  New  York,  and  Wal- 
ker of  Kentucky.     The  case  was  again  presented  at  the 
hrst  Session,  Sixteenth  Congress,  and  the  hke  decision 
made.      The  Committee,  at  this   Session,  consisted  of 
Messi-8.  Williams^  Rich,  McCoy,  Moore,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Culbrethof  MaryUind,  Edwards  of  Connectic at,  and  Met 
calfc  of  Kentucky. 

J^^e  fourth  case  if  that  of  Robert  Evans,  first  Session, 
Fifteenth  Congress,  manuscript  reports,  fourth  vol.  page 
473.  Evans  was  a  Captain  in  General  Coffee's  Brigade, 
aUtioaed  at  New  Orleans  in  1814  and  '15.  His  slave,  a 
waiter,  died  from  fatigue  attending  on  the  sick,  and  from 
exposure.  The  Committee  said,  in  this  case,  *«  if  he 
\m\  been  killed  in  baitle,  the  petitioner  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  any  compensation^" 

ThefifUi  case  istliatof  Jiicob  Purkil I,  first  Session, 
Sixteenth  Congress,  first  vol.  page  32.  Purkili  resided 
in  Kentucky,  and  hired  his  slave  to  Willis,  to  descend  tlie 
river  to  New  Orleans.  On  his  arrival  he  was  impressed 
by  General  Jackson^  and  put  into  the  Swamp,  where, 
some  of  Uie  witnesses  ^aaid,  he  labored  while  sunk  into 
the  mud  up  to  his  hips.  He  contracted  a  disease,  and 
died.  The  Committee  said,  if  the  lacU  were  esUblished, 
beyond  the  possibillity  ofadoubt,  that  the  Negro  con- 
tnicted  the  disease  of  which  he  died,  whilst  in  the  service 
ot  the  United  Statea,  it  would  be  considered  consequent, 
lal  (Umages^  for  wJiich  the  peUtioner  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  pay. 

There  was  another  ease,  which  was  decided  by  the 
first  Session,  Seventeenth  Congress,  but,  Mr.  W.  said, 
bis  nunutes  did  not  enable  him  to  give  the  (acts. 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  reports,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  the 
decisions  had  been  uniform,  that  skives  liad  not  been  put 
on  the  footing  of  property,  and  paid  for,  when  lost  to  the 
owner  in  the  public  service  4  and  that  there  was  no  dis- 
tiQction  ui  tlie  reports  between  those  cases  where  tiie 


slave  was  taken  into  the  service  by  the  master,  and  where 
he  was  impressed  into  it.     He  denied  the  right  of  the 
Government  to  impress  slaves,  and  said,  therein  the  inte« 
rest  of  the  master  was  amply  protected.     He-  said,  the 
country  was  to  be  defended  by  free  a»en,  and  he  would 
advocate  no  principles  which  would  enable  themito  stay 
at  home,  and  send  their  slaves  into  tite  rftnks  of  the  Army.9 
or  which  would  compel  tfao  Government  to  impress  them. 
Slaves  can  no  more  be  impressed  than  minotsi— who  ara 
not  liable  to  perform  militAry  duty  \  but  suppose  a  minor, 
in  the  time  of  imminent  danger,  was  in  the  senrioe» 
would  his  parent  or  master,  if  an  appeentice,  have  any 
claim  on  the  Government  for  a  reoiunention  for  his  lossp 
if  such  minor  was  killed  or  wounded  in  battle  }    No  one 
will  pretend  that  he  would  {  and  wliy  not,  if  the  master 
is  to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of,  or  for  injury  done  to» 
his  slave  }    The  sei<vice  of  the  minor  is  not  the  less.vahia- 
ble  because  he  is  white,  and  the  parent  or  master  is  or* 
dinaril^  entitled  to  it.    The  discussion  of  these  topics  is 
at  all  times  unpleasant,  and,  in  this  instance^  it  is  wholly 
iinnecesKiry  and  gi^atuitous.     So  fiir  as  my  information 
has  extended,  those  in  the  non-slave  boldtiu;'  States  have 
for  their  brethren  in  the  South  the  kindest  mlings  ;  they 
consider  slavery  to  be  a  nati(5nal  eVil,  and  aee  ditposed  tu 
relieve  the. country  fronr  it,  so  far  as  meets  the  acquies*    . 
cence  of  the  sUve-holder,  and  no  farther.    The  gentle* 
man  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Liviitostoh]  has  said,  that  the 
amount  of  money  involved  in  bis'aroendraent  is  of  no  im« 
portance  ;  if  so,  there  is  no  necessity  of  adopting  it:  for 
no  principle  is  involved  which  need  alarm  his  fears  ;  and* 
if  tliere  is  any  ground  to  appr<diend  danger  horn  idiy 
quarter,  it  is  to  be  fbund  in  \va  argument,  and  not  in  the 
report. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.  The  gentleman  says  I  have  ttk. 
understood  tlie  Committee,  and  that  they  do  consider 
slaves  as  property.  Well  sir,  if  so  why  huve  they  not 
allowed  compensation  for  tl^ir  injury  ?  But,  have  I 
misunderstood  the  Committee  f  Have  they  not  care- 
fully employed,  throughout  their  report,  in  every  case 
(but  one)  where  they  speak  of  the  slave  of  &L  D'Aute* 
rive  the  word  servant,  and  carefully  avoided  the  word 
slave  ?  XHere  Mr.  L.  quoted  the  report]  Now,  the 
gentleman  tells  us  that  the  Committee  have  no  where 
said  that  a  slave  is  not  property. 

But  they  have  said  expressly,  that  they  have  not  been 
considered  by  the  Govemnnent  as  property  which  ought    * 
to  be  paid  for  when  taken  lor  public  use.     And  the  ad» 
dition  to  the  phrcise  in  which  it  is  said  that  they  are  not 
pmperty,  cannot  qualify  it  so  as  to  leisen  the  effect  of 
that  allegation,  and  the  sentence  has  precisely  the  same 
meaning  as  if  it  had  read  tlius  i    '^Slaves  have  iieveir 
been  considered  by  the  Government  as  property^  and 
therefore  are  not  to  be  paid  for."    If  they  are  pi»perty» 
of  any  description  whatever,  they  must  be  paid  for  when 
taken  for  public  use.    Tlie  Constitution  makes  no  dis< 
tinctiun.     It  embraces  all  private  property,  pf  whatever 
nature.    If  Congress  ootiKl  distinguisli,  and  say,  this  spe- 
cies of  private  property  shall  be  compensated  for,  that 
shall  not, -the  provision  of  the  Constitution  would  be 
nugatory,  and  every  species  of  property  migbt,  Ui  its 
turn,  become  the  subject  of  an  exception.     We  must, 
then,  argue  upon  the  report,   not  upon  the  explaiuition 
of  it,  given  by  one  of  the  membets  who  made  it. 

But,  should  we  adopt  this  expUnatioa,  is  the  difficul* 
ty  removed  }  The  same  injustice,  the  same  injur)r,  the 
same  danger  remains.  He  says,  they  are  not  denied  to 
be  property,  but  they  have  a  peculiar  quality  attached 
to  them,  which  exonerates  the  United  SUtes  from  the 
obligation  of  paying  for  them,  when  they  are  taken  for 
the  public  service.  What  this  circumstance  i%  he  doee 
not  explain  ;  but,  to  s.iy  any  thing  of  this  nature  exists^  is 
to  take  from  this  species  ot  property  one  of  those  quati* 
ties  wJiich  constit<  1  tes  \U  chief  value ;    Property  that  OMiy 
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be  tftken  by  the  public,  without  any  obligation  of  com- 
peniating  for  it  is  to  make  the  owner  a  holder  at  will ; 
and, .  betides  its  unconstitutionality,  is  an  absurdity  in 
terms.  I'he  holder  is,  then,  no  longer  the  owner,  but 
the  mere  j^ossessor  at  the  pleasure  of  another,  who  may, 
at  pleasur«*,  depri%'e  him  of  his  possession.  Nor  is  the 
dimcttUy  lessened  by  saying,,  as,  I  think,  has  been  done, 
that  slaves  cannot  be  lawfully  impressed  into  the  public 
service.  The  act  of  seizing  any  property  for  public  use, 
is  founded  on  necessity.  It  is  a  wrongful  act,  for  which 
compensation  ik  due,  and  the  Constitution  declares  that 
tliis  compensation  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  given.  If  we 
say,  then,  that  no  compensation  is  due,  where  the  taking 
was  UK  gu),  we  declare  tliat  it  shall  not  be  afforded  in 
the  very  case  in  which  the  Constitution  directs  it  to  be 
made. 

-  The  report,  then,  whether  explained  according  to  the 
version  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  considered  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  meaning  of  its  terms,  asserts  either 
that  we  have  no  property  in  our  slaves,  or  that  it  may  be 
taken  from  us  without  compensation  ;  either  of  which 
positions  are  too  injurious  to  our  interests,  and  too  sub- 
versive of  our  riglits,  to  pass  without  animadversion. 
"Would  to  heaven,  sir,  that  any  otlier  construction  could 
be  put  on  this  proceeding ;  most  gladly  would  I  adopt 
k  :  but  it  is  too  plain,  too  palpable.  Every  slave-holder 
who  should  see,  what  I  trust,  however,  he  will  never  see, 
its  confirmation  by  this  House,  w*ould  consider  all  security 
for  his  property  at  an  end,  and  he  would  justly  reproaeh 
those  to  whom  he  had  confided  his  interests,  with  a  base 
dereliction  of  duty,  were  it  to  pass  without  opposition. 
Once  establish  this  as  a  precedent  i  shfiw  that  slaves, 
whether  tliey  be  considered  as .  property  or  not,  maybe 
taken  whenever  public  utility  requires  it,  without  com- 
pensation, and  the  consequences  may  easily  be  foreseen. 
There  are  those  who  probably  may  think  tliat  public  utili- 
ty may  be  promoted  by  taking  them  all. 

The  honorable  member  from  Ohio  has  been  pleased 
to  say,  that  I  have  charged  the  committee  with  falsehood 
— he  it  under  an  erroneous  impression.  I  was  not  guil- 
ty of  the  indecorum  which  such  a  ternv  would  imply, 
nor  have  I,  in  any  manner,  insinuated  the  charge ;  but  1 
must  be  permitted  to  arraign  the  deductions  which 
would  deprive  one  of  my  constituents  of  his  propei^ty, 
and  endanger  the  best  interests  of  the  State  I  represent. 
Neither  have  I  appealed,  as  it  is  stated,  to  the  passions  of 
any  section  of  the  Union.  With  more  reason  might  I 
complain  of  an  attempt  to  enlist  prejudice  against  me 


by  an  allegation  that  1  have  treated  a  committee  of  this 
House  with  disrespect.  Sir,  I  make  no  address  to  the 
passions.  I  demand  strict  justice  and  constitutional 
right — ^I  ask  no  favor—and  if  the  consequence  of  deny- 
ing this  right,  and  adopting  the  principles  of  the  report 
have  been  adverted  to,  they  have  not  been  enforced  as 
they  mieht  have  been ;  because  they  could  not  but  ex- 
cite feelings  tltat  ought  to  be  suppressed.  This  case 
has  been  assimilated  to  that  of  an  apprentice — but  there 
is  no  further  similarity  than  tliis  :  tliat,  if  the  apprentice 
be  below  the  age  for  serving  in  the  miKtia,  and  he  should, 
notwithstanding,  be  forced  to  serve,  the  master  would 
be  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  time  \  but 
if  the  age  of  service  should  arrive  before  the  expiration 
of  his  apprenticeship,  the  claim  of  the  country  must  be 
preferred ;  the  master  knew,  when  he  took  the  ap- 
prentice, that  he  was  liable  to  be  called  on  at  a  certain 
age,  and  it  must  have  entered  into  the  consideration  of 
the  contract.  l)ut  both  the  apprentice  and  master  are 
free  citizens,  liable  to  be  caHed  on  for  the  defence  of 
their  country  ;  and,  enjoying  the  benefit  of  that  for 
which  they  fight,  each  must  take  the  risque,  and  nei- 
ther is  entitled  to  compensation.  But  what  applicatioo 
can  this  liave  to  a  slave  who,  while  his  master  is  serving 
in  the  mjlitia,  is  taken  by  force  to  do  the  drudgery  of 


the  camp  ?  If  the  ox,  impressed  in  the  servtee,  should 
be  killed,  compensation,  would  be  given :  the  slave  is 
precisely  on  the  same  footing.  We  are  told,  however, 
that  there  is  a  difference ;  that,  though  cattle  may  be 
impressed,  slaves  cannot ;  that  they  are  something  that 
is  property,  and  at  the  same  time  net  property.  But  the 
gentleman  cannot  draw  any  intelligible  distinction  :  they 
are  either  property,  or  they  are  free. 

But  by  way  of  confirming  the  doctrine  he  has  advanc- 
ed, tlie  gentleman  resorts  to  precedenti,  and  he  has 
quoted  a  string  of  them,  to  the  number  of  five  or  six. 
Mis  proposition  is,  that  slaves  are  not  to  be  put  on  the 
footing  of  property,  and  are  not  to  be  paid  for  as  such  $ 
and  his  proof  is,  that  persons  who  iiave  voluntarily  put 
their  slaves  in  the  public  service^  and  exposed  them 
to  danger,  have  not  been  paid  for  them  if  lost !  How 
do  such  precedents  apply  to  a  case  where  tlie  slave  was 
taken  and  impressed,  contrary  to  the  will  of  his  owner  ? 
The  owners,  in  the  gentleman's  precedents,  exposed 
their  slaves  for  hire,  and,  in  so  d<Mng,  calculated  the  risks 
of  the  adventure,  and  took  them  on  hioKlf.  But  this  is 
a  totally  different  case. 

There  is  another  reflection  which  I  am  bound  to  no- 
tice. He  asks,  shall  the  slsve  holder  be  allowed  to  stay 
at  home  and  fight  the  battles  of  his  country  by  his  slaves^ 
No,  sir!  BuC  had  the  gentleman  been  present,  he 
would  have  seen  that  no  one  staid  at  home  {  that  no 
man  sheltered  himself  behind  the  body  of  his  slave.  To 
a  man,  the  free  inhabitants  faced  the  danger  wliere  it 
was  roost  imminent ;  they  did  it  cheerfully,  successfully. 
No  slave  was  permitted  to  join  in  the  honorable  ta^k — 
he  was  taken  for  servile  labor  \  the  patriotic  doty  of  re- 
pelling  the  enemy  was  performed  by  freemen,  and 
they  performed  it  nobly. .  The  gentleman's  expremtcm 
implies  a  reflection  on  my  constituents  which  they  do 
not  deserve,  and  which  1  cannot  permit  to  pass,  without 
remark. 

[Mr.  WHITTLESEY  rose  to  explain.  What  he  had 
said,  was  meant  merely  as  applying  to  the  geaeral  ar- 
gument, and  had  no  allusion  whatever  t«  the  particular 
case  to  which  the  gentleman  applied  it.  He  had  never 
meant  for  a  moment,  to  say,  tliat  the  sbve  owners  staid 
at  home  when  New  Orleans  was  attacked.  He  knew  the 
facts  too  well  to  say  or  think  so.} 

Mr.  tlVINGSTON  said,  however  general  the  expres- 
sion, it  was  one  tliat  might  be  construed  into  an  unmeri- 
ted sarcasm  against  his  constituents,  which  he  was  tbere- 
I  fore  bound  to  notice.     He  was  happy,  however,  to  hear 


that  nothing  of  this  kind  was  intended.  He 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  serious  conse- 
quences of  confirming  the  report.  Allow  the  claim»  lie 
said,  and  you  do  no  more  than  justice  ;  reject  it  on  these 
principles,  and  you  shake  the  Union. 

Mr.  FORT  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  a  single  fact    The  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  had  put  the  matter  on  its  true  foot- 
ing.    If  this  slave  had  been  impressed  and  lost,  those 
who  impressed  him  must  be  held  to  pay.    This  principle^ 
so  far  from  never  having  been  acknowledged  or  acted  up- 
on by  this  Government,  had  been  expressly  acknowledg- 
ed and  acted  upon  in  a  very  memorable  insUnce.     The 
gentleman  from  the  Committee  on  CUims  said,  that  pay- 
ment had  never  been  made  by  this  Government  ibr  slaves 
lost,  and  had  quoted  a  string  of  precedents  to  prove  h; 
but  of  all  the  cases  cited  by  the  gentleman,  only  one  had 
any  bearing  on  the  present  bill,  and  that  was  the  case 
where  the  sickness  of  the  slave,  contracted  in  the  ser- 
vice, was  not  certainly  proved  to  have  been  tlie  cause  of 
his  death  ;  but  it  was  this  doubt  only  that  was  the  true  rea- 
son why  the  slave  had  not  been  paid  fur,  and  not  »ny 
doubt  whetlier  the  slave  was  to  be  reckoned  aa  pn^ierty. 
But  the  instance  to  which  he  had  at  first  alluded,  was 
one  that  could  not  be  denied  or  doubted.    In  our  Trea- 
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ty  with  Great  Britain,  this  Government  openly  claims    country,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  a]l  the  mate- 
pi^yment  for  slaves  forcibly  taken  away,  and  the  claim    rial  facts  sustain  the'issue. 


has  been  allowed,  and  large  sums  paid  by  the  British 
Government  on  this  very  principle.  If  this  is  not  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  principle  by  this  Government,  I 
nin  at  a  loss  tp  conceive  what  can  be  \  and  surely  our 
own  Government  is  as  much  bound  by  it  as  the  Govern* 
ment  of  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  McCOY,  (of  the  Committee  of  Claims)  said,  that 
this  was  a  delicate  subject,  and  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  tlie  argument  of  the.  gentleman  from  I^ouisiana 
wss,  in  its  practical  tendency,  more  injurious  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  Southern  States  than  that  advocated  by  the 
Committee.     The  Government,  (said  Mr.    McC)  does 
not  pretend  any  legal  right  to  take  and  use  this  species 
<^  property,  and  henvas  not  willing  to  coerce  its  employ, 
inent.     He  was  one  of  those  who  would   not  willingly 
hsve  a  single  slave  in  or  about  the  Army  at  all.     lie 
thought  our  soldiers  should  all  be  freemen.     That  Go- 
vernment in  its  treatment  of  .slaves  considered  them  as 
something  more  than  property.     The  Constitution  does 
the  same — it  considers  them  not  only  as  property,  but 
as-  persons  also.     The    Government  has    no  authority 
whatever  4o  call  slaves  into  the  public  military  service. 
There  may  be  justice  in  some  cases  in  allowing  for  their 
loss  :  but  he,  for  one,  bad  rather  see  all  the  slave  owners 
of  the  South  suffer  some  loss  than  g^nt  claims  of  this 
Hind,  and  thus  sanction  the  principle  that  Government 
has  a  right  to  impress  slaves  into  the  service.     He  knew 
ttiat  the  States  in  which  this  kind  of  proper' y  existed 
had  their  own  laws^  by  which  slaves  were  made  proper- 
ty in  the  most  complete  sense  of  tlutt  term.    But  these 
were  not  laws  of  the  General  Government.     The  Gov- 
ernment has  no  control  over  slaves — and  he  would  ratiier 
lose  a  slave  entirely  than  admit  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  take  it.     So  far  was  the.  Government 
from  pretending  to  this,  or  admitting  the  principle  now 
contended  lor,  when  the  law  of  1816  made  provisions  for 
property  lost  fn  the  late  war,  a  gentleman  from  one  of 
the  Southern   States    proposed  an  amendment,  which 
went  to  include  this  species  of  property  with  other  des- 
criptions of  it :  but  the  House,  on   fulf  consideration, 
rejected  the  amendment.     This  fact  had  a  strong  influ- 
ence on  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  Claims.     They 
took  the  law  of  1816  as  their  guide — ^and  they  foiind  plea- 
sure in  thus  being  able  t|o  avoid  the  decision  of  the  ab- 
stract question.     The  subject  had  not  been  lightly  con- 
sidered by  the  committee.     He  would  not,  however,  go 
farther  into  the  argument.    The  House  well  knew  he 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  talking,  and  be  would  conclude 
by  repeating  his  conviction  that  the  House  would  do 
more  mjury  to  the  •sluve-holding  States,  by  sanctioning 
the  principle  that  the  General  Government  have  the 
right  to  impress  a  slave,  than  by  refusing  the  present 
amendment. 

Mr.  OWEN,  of  Alabama,  thought  that,  instead  of  che- 
rishing a  wish  to  avoid  the  question  involved  in  the 
amendment,  it  was,  on  the  oonfhiry,  very  desirable  that 
it  should  be  fully  presented  for  decision.  Let  it  be  con- 
sidered, let  it  be  fully  debated,  and  let  it  be  finally  acted 
on.  He  thought  somewhat  differently  from  his  honora- 
ble friend  from  Louisiana,  as  to  the  present  case,  not 
presenting  aU  the  points  necessary  to  ensure  a  full  and 
correct  investigation  :  but  if  the  fkcts  are  as  stated  by  the 
member  from  Louisiana,  and  not  contested  by  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio,  then  the  case  is  fully  made  out ;  but  he 
apprehended,  having  once  paid  some  attention  to  this 
question,  that  the  record  evidence  will  not  support  the 
idwue  proper  to  be  made*  But,  yielding  in  tliis  my 
opinion,  or  ratlter  my  knowledge  ot  the  f^cts  to  that  of 
others,  and  inasmuch,  too,  as  uiis  point  is  not  contested 
in  the  report,  I  will  assume,  that  all  that  is  requisite  is 
embraced  $  and  when  the  decision  has  g^ne  forth  to  the 


It  may  be  objected  that  the  amount  of  compensation  is 
uncertain,  the  amount  of  damage  resting  alone  on  the 
opinions  of  two  persons.  All  objections  on  this  point 
should  be  yielded,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  sum  is 
fixed  by  the  declarations  of  disinterested  neighbors  and 
respectable  men,  upon  qath,  duly  administered  by  acorn* 
petent  officer  ;  and  to  this  add  \he  certificate  of  a  phy- 
sician, more  particularly  describing  the  wounds  received, 
and  agreeing  with  the  witnesses  as  to  the  quantum  ot 
damage. 

I  did  prefer  that  another- case,  which  had  heretofore 
been  before  the  House,  and  whicii  must  agun  be  before 
it,  should  have  been  the  one  on  which  this  discussion 
should  have  arisen*     B^ut,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  membec 
from  Louisiana  has  thought  otherwise  ;  and  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  go  fully  into  the  discussion  at  this  time,  and 
on  the  case  now  before  the  committee  ;  and,  as  before 
^marked,  the  member  from  Ohio'  had  met  and  discussed 
it  as  presented,  1  shall  not,  therefore,  change  it :  T  will, 
therefore,  t«ke  for  granted  that  the  claim  is  based  upon 
the  facts  that  the  petitioner  owned  the  slave  { that  he  was 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Government ;  that  i« 
thajt  service  the  damage  claimed  was  actually  sustained. 
TUe  point  then  is,  whether  this  be  such  property  as  con- 
templated in  the  Constitution,  the  conversion  of  which 
to  "  public  use,"  calls  for.  **  just  compensation."    Gentle- 
men tell  us  that  there  is  sometiiing  alarming  in  the  dis- 
cussion  of  this  question.     I  tell  the  gentlemen,  in  reply, 
that  if  there  be  something  alarming  in  it,  the  greater  is 
the  necessity,  and  the  more  imperious  is  the  duty  to  in- 
vestigate and  finally  decide  it.     If  it  be  an  unsettled 
question,  and  there  exists  danger,  whether  real  or  ima- 
ginary, in  approaching  it,  the  oropriety  is  obvious  of  hav- 
ing a  speedy  determination  «t  it  j  therefore,  this  is  the 
proper  time  for  discussion  5  for  when  can  there  be  a 
more  auspicious  moment  ?     The  moment  is  auspicious, 
because  it  is  now  brought  before  us ;  and  what  can  be 
gained  by  avoiding  it  ?     It  is  due  to  ourselves  not  to 
shrink  from  the  discharge  of  duty,  whether  pleasant  or 
painful  in  its  performance.     Its  very  character  has  called 
the  attention  of  the  People  of  this  Union  to  it,  and  it  is 
due  to  their  good  sense,  it  is  due  to  their  repose,  and  to 
the  prosperity  of  all,  not  to  a  portion  only,  that  it  should 
be  met,  and  calmly  and  thoroughly  investigated  and  de- 
cided. 

1  shall,  therefore,  proceed,  not  fearing  nor  anticipating 
consequences.  And,  sir,  could  it  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress for  adjudication  or  legislative  regulation,  whether 
the  slave  was  the  property  of  the  master  or  not,  I  could 
readily  conceive  that  the  most  appalling  consequences 
would  ever  attend  its  progress  heie  ;  and,  sir,  though  I 
hav^  all  the  confidence  that  patriotism  can  demand,  in 
the  action  of  this  House  or  of  Congress,  acting  within  its 
legitimate  sphere  of  delegated  powers,  yet,  sir,  the  yery 
act  of  its  transcending  that  limit,  would  destroy  that  con- 
fidence. It  mattertf  not, that  this  step  should  b^  on  a 
point  connecfed  with  this  particular  class  of  rights,  deli- 
cate as  it  has  ever  been  considered,  and  on  which  the 
jealousy  of  so  large  .a  portion  of  the  People  of  this  coun- 
try is  properly  excited,  or  whether  it  should  be  on  any 
other.  The  first  act  of  assumed  unconstitutional  right 
here,  is  in  violation  of  the  charier  that  binds  us  together, 
and  therefore  becomes  a  usurpation  ;  and  any  usurpation 
is  alarming,  whether  in  this  Government  or  any  other, 
but  more  especially  in  this. 

Is,  then,  the  question  to  be  raised  here,  whether  this 
class  of  people  13  property }  Sir,  it  cannot,  nor  will  not, 
I  hope,  be  gravely  asked  or  answered  ;  and  to  my  mind 
it  is  only  involved  by  your  granting  the  indemnity,  or  by 
your  refusal  of  it.  If  granted  incidentally,  it  is  decided ; 
though  intrinsically  you  gave  no  greater  validity  to  a 
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rig1ir*Ire*cty  perfect  and  complete  :  but  if  refaaed,  you 
withhold  from  a  portion  .of  the  People  of  this  Union,  that 
irfaieh  you  have  repeatedly  granted  to  another  portion, 
and  pKvent  the  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution  from  having  due  force  and  execution  ;  for, 
with  other  things,  it  decuiPeB,  **nor  irfiall  private  property 
l»e  taken  for  public  uBe^  without  juht  compensation."    If 
you  refuse  tliis  «« just  compensation,"  we  must  either  say 
that  you  violate  the  Constitution,  or  else  you  decide  that 
slaves  are  not  property.    Are  you  tben  prepared  to  make 
mch  decision  ?  I  think  not.    And,  aKhougii  the  member 
from  Ohio  grav/sly  insists  that  slaves  are  persons;  yet  he 
has  not  clearly  denied  that  persons  may  not  be  property. 
Sir«  what  is  it  we  look  to,  to  ascertain  what  is  or  what  is 
not  property .?  It  is  to  law  ;  it  is  the  creature  of  the  law  \ 
and  if  competent  authority  provides  that  persons  are  pro- 
perty, they  instantly  become  so.     Such  is  the  principle' 
Mivolved  in  this  question.     Slaves  are  property  by  laws 
that  Congress  can  neither  enforce  nor  avoid  \  it  can  nei- 
ther add  to,  nor  diminish,  the  right  vested  in  the  master 
by  tlie  respective  States  within  which  thU  people  exist. 
Wliat  then  becomes  our  duty  ?     Is  it  not  that  we  should 
stop  short  in  this  inquiry,  and  look  alone  to  the  acts  of 
the  several  States,  ettlier  in  their  constitutional  form  of 
Government,  or  in  their. statutory  provisions  ?    Unques- 
tionably you  Vk  ill.     You  cannot,  therefore,  if  disposed  so 
to  <lo,  decide  that  the  slave  is  not  the  property  of  the 
master  in  certain  States  of  this  confederacy  ?  but  you  can 
recognize  the  acts  of  those  States  which  stamp  the  cha- 
racter that  the  slave  is  lo  bear.     The  States,  therefore, 
have,  first,  to  grant  you. the  power,  before  you  can  exer- 
cise such  right.     I  will  take  this  as  my  position  on  which 
to  place  the  decision  of  this  question  j  and  I  had  thought 
that  the  member  from  Ohio,  even,  would  have  given  me, 
thus  far  at  least,  the  sanctjpir  of  his  opinion  ;  hut  I  think 
he  has  avoided,  to  some  extent,  even  to  approach  it. 
Sir,  if  1  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  the  concession  of  this 
doctrine  is  as  essential  to  the  preservation  of  any  species 
of  property  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  one  State,  as  well 
as  to  those  of  any  other.     The  right  to  the  horses,  carts, 
barns,  and  gi-ain,  of  a  non-slaveholdfng  State,  is  secured 
by  the  municipal  regulations  of  such  State  5  of  these  they 
c*nnot  be  deprived  without  indemnity.  If,  then,  the  laws 
of  the  Southern  States  (say  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, if  you  please)  have  made  no  distinction  between 
the  rights  of  their  citizens  relative  to  slaves,  and  other 
property  purely  chattels,  how  can  Congress  make  it  ?    In 
the  very  instance  before  you,  you  propose  to  pay  for  the 
cart  and  hoi*se  of  the  petitioner,  and  refuse  to  make  in- 
demnity for  their  driver.     The  laws  of  Louisiana  secure 
to  her  citizens  as  comph  tely  their  rig^it  to  iheir  slaves  as 
they  do  to  their  carta  and  horsey,  or  any  si)ecies  of  pro- 
perty.   What  right  have  you,  then,  to  draw  a  distinction? 
None  sir.    This  question  Is  where  it  should  be  ;  permit 
it  to  renriain,  and  your  Government  Is  firm  upon  its  basis  ; 
disturb  it,  and  the  consequences  I  need  not  here  present 
to  your  view.    Sir,  if  it  availed  any  thing,  I  would  most 
willingly  mingle  my  regrets  of  the  existence  of  this  blot 
upon  our  escutcheon. 


wards  thatpeopIe»  that  universally  prevails  in  the  South- 
ern States,  does  more  credit  to  the  human  heart,  and 
gives  a  stronger  practical  resuk  towards  the  amelioration 
of  their  condition,  than  all  the  theories  ranfingly  pro- 
claimed by  the  zealots  of  the  day,  whose  voice  is  heard 
every  w!»ere,  but  ^hose  judgment  and  discretion  are  seen 
no  wlvere. 

This  digression  will  find  its  apology  in  the  declaration 
tauntingly  made,  «that  white  blood  was  worth  some- 
thing." The  whites  of  the  South,  in  all  the  struggles 
that  this  nation  has  had  to  encounter,  have  never  been 
found  wanting  ;  their  blood  has  so  freely  flown,  that  to 
them  it  might  be  said  they  gave  no  value  to  **  white 
blood!"  Sir,  whenever  danger  threatened,  they  never 
calculated  the  cost ;  property,  comfort,  life— all  have 
been  freely  oflTered  on  the  altar  of  their  country's  rights. 
This,  sir  is  no  boon  to  the  chivalry  and  patriotism  of  the 
South  ;  you  cannot  recur  to  any  portion  of  the  history  of 
this  country,  where  thetr  deeds  are  not  recorded,  and 
their  disinterestedness  has  ever  been  proverbial. 

But  to  recur  to  the  question.     We  are  told  that  there 
i»  no  authority  to  impress  a  slave  ;  that  it  is  in  violation 
of  law  ;  that  this  is  a  species  of  property  above  the  law. 
I  grant  it,  sir,  and  the  very  same  principle  I  claim  as 
equally  applicable  to  any  description  of  private  property. 
Can  gentlemen  point  me  to  a  code  of  law  regulating  im- 
pressments?   None  such  exists.    The  very  term  indi«ites 
Its  cliaracter.     Its  law  is  power,  and  its  action  neceaaty. 
It  is  not,  nor  ever  can  be,  based  upon  right ;  and  the 
very  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  I  have  before  re- 
cited, gives  not  the  right,  but  recognizes  the  power,  and 
enforces  remuneration.     This  clause  was  not  irgraftcd 
uita  the  Constitution,  to  delegate  to  the  Federal  Govern* 
ment  a  power  not  previously  possessecl,  but  to  compel  the 
fulfilment  of  the  demands  of  justice— a  power  mherent  in 
all  Governments  from  necessity  called  into  action-     Alt 
Governments  claim  the  power,  but  feW  grant  the  indem- 
nity :  ours,  based  upon  principles  of  stern  justice,  pro- 
vided for  the  indemnity,  m  its  fundamental  law,  but  left 
as  it  ever  shouM  be  left-*the  regulation  of  the  power  to 
be  controlled  ^y  the  exigencies  of  the  case  \  and  these 
never  should  be  less  than  the  sternest  necessity.     Sir.  all 
impressment  is  above  the  law  :  all  impressment  is  a  tres- 
pass agynst  individual  right ;  necessity,  thereliare,  be- 
comes the  law,  and  its  operation  should  only  be,  when  lor 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  it  becomes  necessaiy  to  sacrifice 
individual  interest.     Sir,  in  the  case  before  you,  1  cannot 
anticipate  a  denial  of  the  existence  of  such  necessity :  if 
it  ever  did  exist  any  where,  it  surely  did  exist  on  this 
occasion.     The  case  then  is  made  out ;  the  strong  arm 
of  the  Government  has  been  exerted  to  take  from^  a  pri- 
vate citizen  his  individual  prorerty.     Can  your  justice 
deny  the  compensation  which  your  power  enables  you  to 
withhold  !  The  impressment  was  from  necessity  { the  in- 
demnity is  from  the  law.     Sir,  I  can  never  befieve,  when 
a  case  is  presented  as  this  is,  in  this  Government  of  de- 
fined rights  and  limited  powers,  that  any  doubt  can  exist 
of  the  nature  of  the  decision  {  and  I  think  1  may  claim 
the  co.operation  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  as  I  think  he 


Ay,  sir,  I  would  call  it  the  curse 
of  our  country.     But  I  would  stop  here.     I  would  not,    has  conceded,  if  the  claim  was  for  proporty,  even  this 
witli  the  enthusiasts  of  the  day,  declaim  against  that  which    species,  if  he  could  consider  this  so,  would  grant  the  in- 


cannot  be  remedied,  and  thereby  render  still  more  heavy 
the  burthen  they  profess  to  alleviate.  If  contentment 
furnishes  any  foundation  for  happiness,  to  disturb  a  peace 
of  mind  is  not  the  province  of  a  philanthropist  Idle, 
indee<l,  would  be  tlie  attempt,  if  resorted  to  here,  of  ex- 
hibiting the  slave  owner  in  odious  colors.  The  intelli- 
get»ce  ot  the  age  in  which  we  live,  would  recur  to  causes 
that  were  beyond  the  means  of  even  the  fathers  of  the 
present  generation  to  avert,  that  fixed  upon  that  people 
their  destiny  in  this  hemisphere  ;  and  so  far  from  detraCt- 


demnity. 

[Mr.  WHITTLESEY  interposed,  and  deni^  having* 
made  such  admission.] 

Mr.  O.  said,  I  am  sorry  to  have  misunderstood,  an<ft 
certainly  did  not  intend  to  misrepresent  the  gendeman. 
The  House,  therefore,  is  called  upon  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion. And,  sir,  if  the  House  can,  this  country  wiH  not^ 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  prayer  of  this  petitioner,  and  say  t«» 
him,  it  is  true  your  slave  was  seized  without  your  consenr^ 
which  inflicted  on  you  a  loss,  but  we  had  the  power  I 


ing  from  the  virtues,  or  religion,  if  you  please,  of  tlie  pre-    commit  the  act,  and  our  justice  does  not  compel  us  to  ioi « 
wriit  American  master,  the  present  mode  of  treatment  to- 1  dcmnify  you.  This  would  surely  be  at  war  with  any  tkini^ 
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that  hat  hitherto  been  done  by  the  Gu¥erninent  of  th«ae 
United  SUles. 

Sir,  t  repeat  it,  if  ^  Slates  make  no  distinction  be- 
tween slaves  and  otheT  property,  you  have  no  right  to 
make  any  ;  you  have  no  right  to  refuse  indemnity  ;  you 
are  bound  to  grant  it.  But  we  are  told  that  Congress 
has  heretofore  purposely  avoided  the  discussion  of  this 
question.  I  am  anxious  that  it  sboukl  never  be  avoided 
^in.  If  it  is  an  unsettled  question  in  this  country,  it  is 
Hill  tjme  tJiat  it  was  settled.  I  cannot  see,  therefore, 
why  this  IS  not  a  proper  period  for  its  settlement,  and  I 
demand  it  at,the  hands  of  this  Government,  I  therefore 
appeal  to  this  House  to  make  this  indemnity  ?  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  will  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  his 
string  of  prcccdenU  is  unhapjjily  selected  5  none  but  one 
has  any  liie  remotest  application  :  to  tliose,  however, 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  has  replied.  The  last  men- 
tioned one  was  the  case  of  the  slave  from  Kentucky  im- 
pressed,  put  to  labor  in  the  mud,  and  died  ;  the  damages 
ilctermmed  by  the  committee  to  be  <«  consequentiiS," 
therefore  the  Government  not  liable.  TWs  precedent, 
ought  not  to  be  regarded  ^  the  slave  was  impressed  ?  the  1 
impressment  caused  him  to  be  put  in  the  mud,  the  mud 
caused  his  death  ;  what  is  then  the  conclusion  ?  I  need  I 
not  draw  it. 

I  do  hope  that  we  will  act,  and  that  we  will  justly  and 
constilutionally  decide  this  point :  if  thu»  decided,  all  will 
tia/^    *  if  otherwise^  the  «« damages  wiU  be  coniequen- 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  he  had 
not  fully  undei-stood  tlw  case  for  which  this  bill  is  to  pro- 
Vide.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  expressed 
some  doubt  as  to  the  main  fact,  which  was  the  impress- 
ment of  the  sUve.  This  Mr,  M.  considered  as  the  point 
on  which  the  decision  must  turh.  If  Government  im. 
pressed  Uic  slave,  Government  must  pay  for  bis  loss  of 
Ume,  but,  if  his  roaster  voluntarily,  took  him  into  the 


question  involved  in  the  present  discussion :  Shall  slave 
property,  like  horses  and  oxen,  be  phiced  without  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  military  government  or  not  ^  If  the 
gentleman  take  the  former  ground  and  agree  to  pay  for 
the  loss  of  this  slave,  then  the  whole  mass  of  slave  popu* 
lation  is  put  within  the  reach  of  the  Government.  F01* 
himself,  he  did  not  now  say  that  he  did  not  agree  to  take 
either  of  these  courses. 

The  analogy  in  the  Conititution  between  slaves  and 
horses,  and  other  cattle,  was,  that  it  was:property  which 
eould  not  be  taken  by  the  United  States,  and  if  this  be 
settled,  and  a  slave  is  Illegally  seized  and  impressed  by 
a  military  officer,  the  owner  must  look  for  his  remedy^ 
not  to  the  United  States  Government,  for  it  never  sane- 
tioned  the  impressment,  bitt  to  the  individual  officer  who 
had  impressed  the  slave  without  its  authority.  He,  and 
he  alone,  is  responsible  for  tbe  act  He  repeated  that 
the  great  question  for  gentlemen  now  to  consider,  was, 
whetlier  slaves  shall  or  shall  not  be  turned  over  to  the 
military  power  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pur^ 
P9se  of  contributing  to  any  excitement  which  the  de- 
bate might  have  occasioned:  for,  if  tbe  question  was 
really  a  difficult  and  critical  one,  (which  hi&Hnot  per^ 


eater  de- 


ceive) it  ought  only  to  be  approached  witli 
g^e  of  calmness  and  deliberation. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  Congress  is 
about  to  decide  (whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  claim 
before  you,)  whethdk'  slaves  be  property  or  not)  be« 
cause,  so  long  as  this  Confederacy  lasts,  and  the  Consti- 
tution that  created  it.  Congress  has  no  power  to  settle 
any  such  question,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  argument. 
The  question,  therefore,  before  the  House,  is  not  whe- 
ther slaves  be  property  or  not,  because  the  mere  state- 
ment of  the  proposition  involves  an  absurdity  in  its  terms^ 
but  whether  there  be  any  thing  in  this  peculiar  speoie^i 

..o«Uo  k  *     L    •* .     ,    V ^ -^  —    of  property  which  should  deprive  its  owners  of  a  just 

Ih^r^K-  k  n"  •  ^.T    ^°  ^***  ^?**-    ^  ^°P*^'  therefore,   claim  to  indemnity,  when  injured  or  destroyed  in  the 
that  the  biU  miglit  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on    public  service. 

To  sustain  the  negative  of  this  question,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  had  relied  on  several  precedentti,  nearly 
aD  of  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  considered  as  inapplicable. 


Claims,  in  order  tiiat  fuller  testimony  as  to  tbe  main  point 
might  be  exhibited  to  that  committee.  As  matters  now 
stood,  getttlemen  seemed  to  -him  to  be  arguing  about  a 
case  which  was  rather  imagined  than  proved.  To  argue 
With  any  effect,  they  must  have  alt  the  necessary  facts 
hrst  clearly  ascertained.  And  to  this  end,  he  moved  the 
recommitment  o£  the  bill. 

{Tbe  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  such  a  motion  could 
not  be  received  till  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had 
risen  and  reported.] 

Mr.  STKONG  said,  that  he  had  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  recurring  to  a  fact,  in  legisbtion,  which  seemed  to 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  gentlemen.  It  was  a  singu- 
liir  circumstance  in  relation  to  our  slave  population,  that, 
up  to  the  year  1814,  there  was  no  law  wluch  protected 
them  from  military  service.  Previous  to  that  year,  the 
law  of  enlistment  permitted  officerb  to  enrol  ••effective 
able  bodied  men,"  but,  in  .December,  1814,  the  law  was 
changed,  and  since  that  time  none  may  be  enlisted,  but 
••  free  effective  able  bodied  men."  Before  that  time 
slaves  might  be  enlisted,  but  since  that  time  they  cjinnot 
The  infei-ence  is  of  deep  interest  to  all  the  slave-holding 
Stales.  If  it  be  a  fair  inference  from  what  he  had  stat- 
ed, that  the  intendment  of  our  previous  Legislatures  had 
been  that  slaves  should  form  a  peculiar  species  of  pro- 
perty, whicir  was.  placed  without  the  reach  of  military 
law,  sor  tliat  they,  hke  horses,  oxen,  and  other  chattels, 
might  not  be  taken  for  military  use  ;  then  the  explana- 
tory statute  of  1814  would  lose  its  eftect,  if  the  doctrine, 
now  advanced  by  gentlemen,  in  support  of  this  bill,  was 
to  be  admitted.  Jf  such  was  their  wish,  if  they  did  in- 
tend  tQ  put  this  species  of  property  over,  within  the 
reach  of  the  military  power  of  the  United  States,  so  be 


For  it  would  be  recollected^  in  the  case  he  had  cited,  in 
which  Congress  had  refused  to  indemnify  the  owners 
either  for  the  loss  or  for  injury  to  their  slaves  in  the  pub- 
lie  service,  was  where  they  had  been  taken  by  their 
masters  into  the  army  as  their  servants,  for  which  their 
owners  received  a  full  equivalent  in  pay,  clothing,  and 
subsistence,  with  a  pert'ect  understanding  of  the  risk 
which  their  slaves  were  to  encouHter.  But  this  does  not 
touch  the  question  of  coercive  impressment,  made  of  a 
slave,  not  as  a  soldier,  but  as  a  laborer,  precisely  as  any 
domestic  animal  or  implements  of  husbandry  might  be 
taken  for  the  public. use.  Claims  of  this  description 
could,  in  his  view  of  the  subject,  be  paid  without  affirm- 
ing any  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  enlist  op 
to  make  coercive  levies,  by  way  of  couscriptiun,  of  the 
slaves  of  the  South.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  the 
payment  of  this  claim  sustained  the  converse  of  this  pro- 
position, and  pro\ed  that  the  Government  had  no  con^ 
trol  over  slaves  as  militarjf  persons ;  but  took  them  for 
the  mere  purposes  of  labor,  as  property,  and,  fur  their 
use  or  injury,  their  owners  were  to  be  paid  in  this  light 
alone*  . 

The  Cfentlcman  from  Oliio  [Mr*  Wiiittlbset,]  need 
feel  no  apprehension,  and  may  reserve,  for  some  ether 
occasion,  the  sympathy  he  has  kindly  offered  ;  because, 
as  he  supposes,  the  people  of  the  South  woiiKl  be  alarm- 
ed at  any  thing  which  looked  like  a  recognition  of  the 
doctrine  that  the  Federal  Gcivernment  had  any  miUtary 
power  over  the  sbives  in  this  Union.  We  know  well 
enough  that  no  such  power  will  ever  be  exercised,  either 


it.    It  was  for  them  to  judge  of.    This  was  the  great  I  by  enlistment  or  compulsory  levies  5  but  wc  know.that. 
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precisely  in  tliose  cues  in  which  we  should  be  most  wiU 
ling  that  our  slaves  shall  be  used,  their  labor  will  and 
ought  to  be  coerced  into  the  public  service,  and  that  is 
in  a  time  of  actual  invasion.  No  matter  what  abstract 
questions  you  may  settle  here,  or  what  may  be  the  legis- 
lation of  this  House,  you  cannot  control  the  over-ruling 
necessities  of  war. 

Suppose  an  enemy  was  to  land  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Savannah  River,  at  Tybee  island,  for  example,  and  the 
erection  of  atempornry  work  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
was  calculated  to  save  the  country,  and  that  this  work 
ivas  only  to  be  effected  in  suflicient  time  by  the  labor 
of  the  slaves  in  its  neighborhood,  what  commander,  fit 
to  be  entrusted  witli  the  defence  of  a  country,  would 
hesitate  to  coerce  their  labor  into  the  public  service  if  it 
was  not  voluntarily  contributed  }  This  would  not  be  a 
militaiy  requisition  for  troops,  but  an  impressment  of  pro- 
perty into  the  public  use.  and  would  grow  out  of  that 
State  necessity,  which  is  superior  to  all  law,  and  forms 
what  the  civilians  call  the  eminent  domain,  which  be- 
longs to  all  Governments,  and  is  founded  on  the  ircesis- 
tible  dictate  and  impulse  of  self  preservation. 

Now,  siri  we  maintain  that  you  can  indemnify  an  owner 
for  (he  loss  or  injury  of  his  slave  in  the  public  service, 
without  establishing  the  position  that  you  are  entitled  to 
the  services  of  the  slave  under  all  military  exigencies 
which  may  arise.  We  do  not  say  that  in  principle  you 
have  this  right ;  but  we  do  say  that,  whenever  in  point 
of  fact  you  exercise  it,  by  taking  this  property  for  the 
public  use,  we  are  entitled  to  indemnity,  and  we  are  wil- 
ling to  leave  the  occurrence  of  these  impressments  to 
the  necessities  growing  out  of  an  invasion  oi  the  coun- 
try, for  the  exigencies  of  which  no  human  legislation 
can  provide. 

My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Ranoolpb,]  said,  a  day 
or  two  since,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stkwaht,]  had  established  the  fallacy  of 
Solomon's  proverb,  that  **  there  was  nothing  n^w  under 
the  sun."  I  think  we  shall  indeed  start  (afler  all  that 
has  occurred  in  this  Confederacy,)  a  curious  novelty  on 
that  occasion,  if  we  were  seriously  to  sot  about  proving 
that  slaves  are  not  property — more  especially,  after  the 
history  of  every  old  State  in  the  Union,  whether  South 
or  North,  even  those  in  which  slavery  is  now  abolished. 
Indeed,  as  recent  as  the  late  war,  slave  owners  in  the 
Stute  of  New  York,  on  the  enlistment  of  their  slaves  in 
the  Army,  considered  them  as  property,  and,  as  their 
ownen>,  have  claimed  their  pay,  bounty, and  lands.  This 
may  well  be  said  to  be  pushing  the  argument  to  an  ex- 
tent, which  even  we  ilt  the  South  are  not  prepared  to  go. 
But,  sir,  it  matters  not  how  you  decide  this  question, 
except  as  to  the  injustice  you  may  do  to  the  individual 
claimant  in  the  case  before  you  :  for  I  maintain,  that,  let 
your  decision  be  what  it  may,  it  furnishes  no  legislative 
sanction  to  questions  that  are  put  by  the  Constitution-  be- 
yond your  reach.  You  may  determine,  if  you  please, 
that,  for  injuries  done  to  this  species  of  property,  it  is 
inexpedient  to  afford  indemnity ;  but  by  this  decision 
you  neither  affirm  the  uncontrolled  military  power  of  the 
General  Government  ovec  slaves,  fur  military  purposes, 
or  predicate  even  a  mere  abstraction,  over  which  you 
practically  have  not  the  slightest  power. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said,  it  was  important  for  the 
committee  to  consider  what  was  the  real  question  before 
them.  The  gentlemen  who  supported  the  amendment 
(except  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Hamilton)  pernsted 
in  having  the  committee  determine  whether  slaves  are 
property.  The  Committee  of  Claims  have  not  submit- 
tetl  this  question  by  their  report.  Its  discussion  and  de- 
cision, therefore,  is  wholly  unnecessary.  The  question 
is.  Shall  we  adopt  the  amendment,  and  give  to  the  peti- 
tioner, for  an  injury  done  to  his  slave,  a  sum  of  money 
not  reported  in  the  bill  >    Although  the  gentleman  from 


Alabama  [Mr.  Owxir,]  seems  to  tliink  that  the  question 
whether  *<  a  slave  is  property  or  pot,'*  is  not  necessarily 
raised  in  this  case  i  stdl  he  mainAniils  that  this  is  an  au- 
spicious period  to  discuss  and  decide  it,  and  his  infer- 
ence is,  that,  if  it  is  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the 
amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  and  the  money  contained 
in  it  is  to  be  paid.  When  this  case  was  investigated  by 
the  committee,  and  when  the  report  was  drawn,  that 
honorable  gentleman  was  himself  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  ;  and,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  if  his  recollec- 
tion did  not  greatly  mislead  him  f  he  ;Mr»  O.)  agreed  to 
the  report.  He  did  not  then  entertain  the  opuiion,  that, 
on  the  abstract  question,  slaves  were  property ;  this  was 
a  case  where  relief  ought  to  be  granted.  The  gentle- 
man says,  I  have  not,  in  jny  argument,  admitted  that 
slaves  are  property  ;  for  his  gratification  I  will  admit, 
that,  for  certain  purposes,  they  are  not  only  so  consider- 
ed, but  that  they  are  so  in  fact :  but,  when  I  make  this 
admission,  he  must  concede  that,  in  «  political  point  of 
view,  they  are  considered  to  be  something  more  than 
mere  property,  and  are  not  reduced  to  the  level  of  oxen 
and  horses,  where  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  has 
placed  them,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  his  amendment. 
But,  with  this  admission,  it  does  not  follow,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  the  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  hare  uniformly  been  govern- 
ed by  the  principles  established  by  the  law  of  tlie  9th  of 
April,  1816,  and  their  decisions  have  been  sustained  by 
the  House.  The  whole  subjeat,  when  the  bill  was  un- 
der consideration,  was  fully  discussed.  It  was  soon  &fter 
the  termination  of  the  war,  a  period  the  most  favorable 
to  do  ample  justice  to  those  who  had  suffered  by  if. 
Relief  is  mnted  by  the  principles  of  that  law,  which,  it 
is  believed,  have  never  been  extended  to  the  sufferera  in 
any  other  country.  It  is  stated  by  the  gentleman  froiu 
Virginia  [Mr.  McCot]  that  a  distinguished  member  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Forstth]  offered  an  amendment  during 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  to  include  cases  similar  to  the 
one  now  before  the  committee,  which  amendment  was 
rejected.  Do  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  consequences 
which  must  follow  from  innovating  on  the  principles  here- 
tofore estKbtisl>ed  ?  There  are  a  vast  number  of  cases, 
involving  immense  sums  of  money,  which  have  been  re- 
jectcil,  by  the  provisions  of  that  law.  These  cases  will, 
all  of  them,  be  pressed  again,  if  the  amendment  is  adopt- 
ed ;  and  tliey  are  equally  entitled  to  relief  with  the  one 
now  before  us.  -  There  are  cases  where  well  and  ele- 
gantly furnished  houses  were  occupied  by  our  ofBcem 
and  soldiers,  and  the  furniture  materially  injured  or  de- 
stroyed ;  as,  also,  where  other  personal  property  was 
taken,  for  which  no  relief  has  been  jjpmnted.  Are  gen- 
tlemen disposed  to  pay  these,  and  simdar  cUims  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Georgiji  [Mr.  Fobt]  supposes  he 
furnishes  a  precedent  for  this  case,  in  the  provision  inade 
in  the  treaty  of  Ghent ;  wherein,  the  British  Govern- 
ment stipulated  to'  pay  for  slaves  taken  away  by  lier 
troops  during  the  war.  Mr.  W.  said,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  provision  alluded  to,  most  strongly  militated 
against  the  position  taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  advo- 
cate the  amendment ;  for,  if  slaves  could  have  been  con- 
sidered, hy  tlie  distinguished  individuals  who  negotiated 
that  treaty,  as  simply  being  personal  property,  why  was 
not  an  indemnity  insisted  on  for  losses  sustained  by  the 
destruction  or  capture  of  other  personal  property  f  The 
gentleman  will  seek  in  vain  for  mn  iusiadle  where  the 
Government  of  an  invading  army  hai  paid  for  tfic  de- 
sU*uction,  or  capture,  by  her  troops,  of  tlie  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  country  invaded.  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  saying  he  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KREMER  said,  that  what  he  had  this  day  heard 
advanced  was  so  very  extraordinary  that  it  called  on  him 
to  say  something.     What  is  this  case  ?    A  man  has  had 
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his  slave  Uken  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  employed  in  its  lep^ice,  and  there  wounded,  if  not 
destroyed.  Shall  th#lH*ster  be  paid  for  it  or  not  ?  This 
wfts  the  question,  which  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  think 
so  terrible.  The  gentlemen  say  we  must  not  toucli  it ; 
hut  they  do  touch  it,  and  they  say  the  man  must  not  be 
paid  because  a  slave  is  not  property.  This  is  the  logic 
of  College-learned  gentlemen.  Now,  for  my  own  part^ 
I  do  not  care  When  or  where  this  question  is  discussed. 
.  i  am  willing  to  meet  it  any  where.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Stboho]  has  told  us  that  the  officer  of 
Government  and  not  the  Government  must  be  responsi- 
ble. Sir,  this  may  do  very  well  in  a  certain  school^  but 
.  it  will  never  do  in  a  school  of  justice  !  I  can  never  con- 
sent to  such  a  doctrine  as  that.  I'm  for  putting  th«  sad- 
dle on  the  ri^ht  horse.  If  the  servant  of  the  Govern- 
ment  acts  unjustly  and  tyrannically,  the  Government 
must  pay  for  it  ?  Who  ever  heard  of  such  an  argument? 
The  government  not  responsible  !"  Why,  even  in  the 
most  despotic  Governments  such  a  notion  was  never 
heard  of ;  but,  in  a  Republican  Government,  Tike  ours, 
it's  intolerable.  If  ever  there  was  a  just  claim  before 
this  Hmiae,  this  is  one.  And  if  the  question  is  to  be  ar- 
gued how  far  a  slave  is  the  property  of  his  owner,  I,  for 
one,  am  willing  to  declare,  before  the  whole  world,  thai 
I  believe  a  slave  is  as  much  the  property  of  hi^  master  as 
any  thing  else  that  he  owns. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  skid,  that  be  had  understood  a  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.   Haxiltoit,]  as  having 
advanced  the  opinion,  that  the  right  to  take  and  employ 
a  slave  for  the  public  service,  arises  out  of  the  imminent 
necessity  of  a  state  of  war.     There  was  a  very  striking' 
case,   illustrative  of  this  matter,  which  took  place  in 
1814.     Previous  to  that  time  no  person  had  been  allow- 
ed by  law  to  be  enlisted,  unless  he  was  over  21  years  of 
age,  or  the  consent  of  his  roaster^  if  he  was  an  appren- 
tice, had  been  obtained  in  writing.     But,  at  that  diaas* 
irous  hour,  while  sitting  amidrt  the  ruins  of  this  capitol^ 
Congress  felt  the  necessity  of  raising  armies  to  defend 
the  country,  then  attacked  on  its  sea  coast,  on  its  North- 
ern frontier,  and  in  the  extreme  West.     Under  the  pres- 
sure of  such  a  Necessity,  a  law  was  passed*  authonaing 
minors  of  18  yeai-s  to  be  enlisted,  without  the  consent  of 
their  masters^  and  the  same  law  was  aflerwards  repeated, 
to  the  destruction  of  the  contract  by  which  a  servant  is 
bound  to  his  master.     Yet,  even  in  that  law,  the  contract 
was  so  far  acknowledged,  that  a  part  of  the  bounty  to 
wliich  the  recruit  had  a  claim  was  required  to  be  paid  to 
his  master.     The  injustice  and  the  oppressive  effect  of 
this  act,  was  pressed  upon  the  House  with  very  great 
force  of  argument  by  a  large  portion  of  the  members 
from  the  Northern  Slates,    It  was  painted  in  colors  as 
glowing  as  any  which  can  possibly  be  used  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.    But  what  did  Congress  do  ?    Were  they 
deterred  by  these  arguments  ?    Not  at  all.     They  passed 
the  bill  on  the  principle  that  necessity  was  above  law, 
and  they  directed  the  servant  to  be  enrolled  without  his 
master's  consent.     Some  of  these  recruiU  fell  in  battle 
or  by  other  casualties  of  the  military  service.     But  was 
such  a  thing  ever  heard  of  as  the  master  of  such  an  ap. 
prentice,  coming  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  his 
servant's  time,  or  the  expense  of  medical  attendance  ? 
Never.     Yet  gentlemen  cannot  show  aay  valid  d  stinction 
between  Buch#  case  and  that  in  this  bill.     The  diffe- 
rence  depends  only  on  the  degree  of  loss  or  hardship, 
aiul   not  at  all  on  the  principle.     But,  more  :  a  servant 
with  a  team  was  forcibly  impressed,  and  in  the  impress- 
ment  the  servant  was  skin.    His  master  had  a  right  to 
his  service.     He  was  taken  not  by  law,  but  by  the  exi- 
l^encies  of  war,  contrary  to  the  common  rights  of  man- 
kind 5  yet  it  was  never  so  much  as  even  pretended  that 
the  Government  must  pay  for  his  loss.    The  present  bill 
rests  on  the  same  principle  ;  and  if  you  allow  the  clgim 
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of  P'Auterive,  yoil  must  go  back  and  include  all  such 
cases  as  tiiose  I  have  mentioned.  Mr.  T.  coacluded  by 
saying  that  he  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing  these  facts  before  the  view  oC  the  committee.  He 
should  not  further  enter  into  the  argument. 

Mr.  LITTLE,  believing  that  gentlemen  were  not  pre- 
pared, at  this  moment,  to  settle  the  question  involved  in 
this  bill,  moved  that  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole  now 
rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt,  by  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of 
South  Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bUI  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  the  motion  of  Mr;  Little  prevailed ,  the  comr- 
mittee  rose  and  reported,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again • 

MovDAT,  Jav.  r,  1838. 
nSMOYAL  OF  INDIANS. 

Mr.  McLEAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs^ 
who  were  instructed  by  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Lump- 
Kiv,  on  the  13th  December,  and  by  resolution,  moved 
by  Mr.  Mitchrll,  of  Tennessee,"  on  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, to  enquire  into  the  expediency  and  practicability  of 
congregating  the  Indian  tribes,  now  residiQg;&st  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  the  Wcot  of  that  river,  ipl  of  esta- 
blishing a  government  over  them,  &c.  made  a  detailed 
report  upon  the  subject,  accompanied  by  the  following 
bill,  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  : 
"  A  Bill  making  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
certain  Indians  who  propose  to  emigrate. 

«  Be  it  enacted,  &.c.  That,  to  eiuible  a  deputation  of 
the  Chickasaw  and  other  Indians,  to  be  joined  by  such 
persons  as  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  may  ap- 
point for  that  purpose,  to  examine  the  country  West  of 
the  Mississippi,  for.the  purpose  of  selecting  a  portioa^if 
it  for  a  permanent  home,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
from  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated." 

INDIAN  GOVERNMENTS. 

On  the  3d  instant,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was 
instructed  *<  to  inquire  if  any  of  the  Indian  tribes,  within 
tlie  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  States^  have  or* 
ganized  an  independent  government,  with  a  view  to  a 
permanent  location  in  said  States  ;  and  if  they  find  that 
any  attempt  of  the  kind  has  been  made^  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  to  this  Mouse  such  measures 
as  they  may-deem  necessary  to  arrest  such  permanent 
location." 

Mr.  BARBOUR,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  observed  to  the  House  that  this  ^a«  a  very 
iiQportant  subjiect,  requiring  great  labor,  arid  involving 
many  very  delicate  points,  which  should  be  approached 
witli  caution  :  that  it  belonged  more  appropriately  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  than  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  :  but  that  his  opinion  was  that  a  select  com- 
mittee would  be  the  best  tribunal  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject :  tlwt  if  the  Committee  «n  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
posed to  do  so,  the  flood  of  business  now  upon  their  ta« 
bles,  M'ould,  of  itself,  prevent  them  from  bestowing  up- 
on it  tl)at  consideration  which  its  importance  merited  % 
but  that,  in  order  to  give  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  inquiry  [Mf.  Fo«t,  of  Georgia]  an  opportunity  of 
disposing  of  it  in  such  a  manner  as  he  miglit  select,  he 
would  ask  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dix. 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  ami 
that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  course  was  assented  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  submitted  the  felfowing: 

Hesobxd,  That  the  Committee  on  Revoiutiomry  Cbumt. 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  car* 
rying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  of  SaturJay,  Oct.  4,  ir/f,  that  the  Go. 
venior  and  Council  of  New-York  be  directed  to  erect  «. 
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monument,  at  Continental  expense,  of  the  vaUie  ti£  five 
hundred  doHars,  to  the  memory  of  tlie  late  Brifrtdier 
Herklmert  who  commanded  the  militia  of  Tryon  county, 
in  the  State  of  New-York,  and  was  killed  gallantly  fig^ht- 
ing  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  State. 
•  In  subroittinj^  this  resolution,  Mr.  HOFFMAN  sad, 
that  he  had  offered  this  resolution  in  obedience  to  aduty 
which  he  owed  to  his  own  State,  as  well  as  to  the  memory 
of  the  deceased.  If  gentlemen  examined  the  Journals  of 
the  Congress  of  the  Revolution,  they  would  find  several 
different  resolutions  ordering  monuments  in  commemo- 
ration of  public  services  pe termed  by  the  soldiers  and 
patriots  of  that  eventful  day.  A  part  of  these  monuments 
have  been  erected,  and  many  gentlemen  of  this  House 
have  probably  seen  that  which  was  voted  to  General 
Montgomery.  Others,  however,  thpugh  ordered  by  Con 
gress,  had  not  been  erected  to  this  day.  So  far  as  the 
order  in  relation  to  General  Herkimer  was  concerned,  all 
Mr.  H.  now  asked  for,  was  simply,  an  inquiry.  He  had 
iit  tint  intended  to  word  his  resolution  in  sudi  a  manner 
as  to  include  all  the  other  monuments  which  had  been 
resolved  Qfion,  but  not  built.  But,  on  reflection,  he  had 
concludedlt  better  that  the  motion  should  proceed*  if  at 
allf  from  the  Representatives  of  those  States  to  which  the 
deceased  parties  belonged.  The  duty  of  thus  commem- 
orating great  and  valuable  public  services,  was  a  sacred 
one,  and  ought  long  since  to  have  been  performed.  'I'he 
question  respecting  a.  monument  for  General  Herkimer 
had  been  referred  to. the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- 
Turk,  but  the  duty  certainly  belonged  to  Congress,  by 
whom  it  had  been  ordered,  and  it  was  desirable  that  it 
should  be  known  as  soon  as  possible*  whether  any  thing 
vould^  be  done,  in  order  that,  if  not,  this  act  of  patriot-. 
bm  might  devolve,  without  delay,  u{)on  the  Legislature 
of  his  own  State. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  CAPTURED  AFRICANS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  cancelling  of 
a  bond  therein  mentioned*  was  twice  read. 

It  leaving  been  moved  that  the  bill  be  refeired  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  Uie  Whole, 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
th«  Judiciary)  expressed  his  conviction  that  the  refer- 
ence was  wholly  unnecessary.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  had  had  the  subject  matter  of  this  bill  already 
before  them,  and  had  reported  a  bill  to  the  House,  of 
which,  he  befieved,  this  was  a  transcript*  toiidtm  verbis. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  he  would  state  in  a  few 
words  : 

A  vessel,  called  *<  the  Antelope,''  had  been  captured 
by  one  of  our  own  revenue  officers,  and  brought  into  the 
port  of  Savannah,  with  a  cargo  of  140  African  negroes. 
The  vessel  had  been  libelled,  and  ckiims  had  been  set  up 
on  the  part  of  certain  Portuguese  and  Spaniards,  for  a 
portion  of  the  sla^'es.  One  hundred  of  the  negroes  had 
been  sent  to  Cape  Mesurado,  in  Africa  ;  but  39  of  them 
had  been  decreed  to  the  Spanish  claimants.  The  case 
had  been  some  time  before  the  Federal  Courts  of  Geor- 
gia* and  had  been  removed  by  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  pending,  in  all, 
About  eight  years.  Durinr  the  whole  of  that  time*  these 
unfortunate  creatures  had  been  detained  in  the  custody 
of  the  Marshal,  and  in  this  interval,  many  of  them  had 
been  married*  and  becpnoe  heada-  of  families'— had  been 
partially  domesticated  with  us,  and  were  desirous  of  re- 
maining in  this  country.  The  Spanish  claimants,  bow- 
ever,  (who  resided  in  Cuba,)  sent  an  order  to  have  the 
whole  number  transported  to  that  Island ;  but  a  Soutli- 
ern  gentlemaA«  IMr.  Wiuib*  of  Geoi^ia,]  a  member  of 
this  House,  not  now  in  his  seat*  in  a  spirit  of  pure  bene- 
volence, and  from  no  motives*  whatever,  of  interest  or 
selfishiies^  had»  from  mere  kindness*  bought  out  the 


Spanish  claim,  and  paid  all  the  expenses  in  the  Courts, 
which  were  very  heavy.  By  a  refl»iktion,  however,  of 
the  Court  in  Georgia,  he  is  bound  wgive  a  bond,  to  trans- 
port these  negroes  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  prayer  is,  that  the  bond  may  be  cancelled.  The 
effect  of  granting  it  will  be  to  leave  these  negroes  and 
their  children  in  the  United  States,  instead  of  having  them 
transported  to  Cuba,  and  he  need  submit  no  remarks  to 
this  House,  cither  on  the  difTerence  of  treatment  they 
would  here  experience  from  what  they  might  expeet  . 
there,  or  on  the  painful  severity  of  breaking  those  near 
and  tender  ties  which  bind  the  husband  to  his  wife,  and 
the  parent  to  his  child'.  If  the  bond  referred  to  were 
not  cancelled,  the  transportation  of  the  whole  must  ine- 
vitably  take  place.  He  presumed  there  could  be  but  oTie 
feeling  in  the  bosom  of  the  House  as  to  such  an  aKema- 
tive*  especially  as  the  measure  would  be  productive  of  no 
possible  evil,  while  it  went  to  mitigate  that  load,  which* 
under  any  circumstances,  must  press  but  too  heavily. 
He  had,  indeed,  heard  a  suggestion  whispered,  that  this 
bill  was  meant  to  cover  the  infamy  of  evading  the  law 
whici)  prohibited  .the  importation  of  slaves.  Did  be  be- 
lieve that  it  had  the  remotest  possible  connexion*  he 
would  be  the  last  to  countenance  it  on  any  other  occa- 
sion* which  went  to  increase  the  number  of  that  unhappy 
population.  But  where  there  was  no  possible  connexion 
with  such  a  design,  where  the  slave  vessel  had  been  cap- 
tured by  our  own  officer,  and  these  unhappy  people  had 
been  detained  in  the  country  in  consequence  of  unfore- 
seen litigation,  and  where  a  gentleman,  in  the  pure  kind- 
ness  of  his  heart,  had  stepped  forward,  at  an  actual  pecu. 
niary  sacrifice,  to  save  them  from  being  torn  from  each 
other,  he  could  conceive  of  no  reason  why  the  House 
should  refuse  the  request  that  this  bill  should  go  at  ooce 
to  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  McCOY  hereupon  withdrew  his  motion  to  commit 
the  bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary*  in  order  that  the  fiicts  now  sU- 
ted  in  conversation  might  officially  re-appear  in  the  form 
of  a  report. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  opposed  the  reference  as  unnecessaiy. 
and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said  a  few  words  on  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  involved  in  the  bill*  and  was  pro- 
ceeding farther,  when' 

Mr.  BARBOUR,  disclaiming  all  desire  of  precipitatioa. 
and  with  a  view  to  allow  time  for  full  inquiry,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

CASE  OF  MARIGNV  D'AUTERIVE. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  when 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  ^Marigny  D'Auterive  was  ugsikn 
taken  up,  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  ttie 
Whole,  Mr.  CoanicT  in  tlie  Chair,  on  that  bitt — tk»e 
amendment  of  Mr.  Litimgstoh  being  still  under  con&sd- 
eration. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK*  of  New  York,  said,  being  a  mem« 
ber  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  under  con. 
sideration,  and  having  assented  to  the  report,  he  woaaUl 
claim  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a  few  n>o- 
ments,  while  he  assigned  the  reasons  which  induced  ks%i«^ 
to  sanction  the  report.   I  regret,  said  Mr.  C,  that  it  shoul>\ 
have  been  thought  proper  by  honorable  gfi^tlemen,  afc  tiHis 
time,  and  on  this  subject,  to  enter  into  a  gnve  dtacossiost 
of  the  questioir  whether  slaves  are  property.     I  re^r^t 
that  a  sense  of  duty  should  have  compelled  my  honovmbtW 
friends  from  the  South  to  start  a  po'uit  which  I  had     avasL- 
gined  had  long  since  been  settled  ;  and  I  still  mor^  -r^- 
gret  that  this  debate  furnishes  an  opportunity  of  ff&%viB%|» 
up,  with  new  dresses  and  machinery*  and  for  ata^^   ^^ 
feet,  a  second  edition  of  a  serio-comico  play»  entitle  cX   t.)  « 
"  Missouri  Plot."    Is  the  ghost  of  the  Missouri  Q^^^^^i  J^ 
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ag^ain  to  be  marched,  with  solemn  and  terrific  aspect, 
through  these,  halls  ?  Is  it  again  to  **  shake  its  gory  li»cks 
at  us,''  and,  pointing  with  one  hand  to  the  North,  and 
with  the  other  to  the'  South,  and  gazing  its  blood-shotten 
eye  ou  slavery,  written  on  the  escutcheon  of  tlie  Consti* 
ttttion,  to  proclaim,  wttli  unearthly  voice,  *'  out  damned 
spot  ?"  I  had  imagined  that  this  subject  had  received  its 
quietus  ;  that  it  had  gone  to  the  **  tomb  of  the  Capulets," 
and  that  its  epitaph  had  been  written  **  Bequiedeai  in 
pace."  Sir,  is  there  any  nesessity,  at  this  time,  to  disturb 
Its  repose  ?  I  think  not.  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof.  Some  restless  spirit-^eome  fiiture  Catiline- 
appealing  to  the  worst  passions  of  his  countrymen,  will 
be  found  ready  to  "  sound  the  trumpet,  and  wake  its  re- 
surrection." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  seemed  to 
think,  that,  to  deny  the  right  of  compensation  in  thi^ 
case,  would  be  to  sap  the  foundations  of  the  Constitution, 
and  dissolve  the  Union.  If  such  is  to  be  the  result,  the 
subject  should  be  approached  with  great  caution,  and 

•  discussed  with  temperance  and  moderation.  I  apprehend 
the  gentleman  is  indebted  more  to  his  fancy  than  his 
jndgment  for  his  fearful  forebodings,  and  that  this  ques- 
tion can  be  settled  without  doing  violence  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve  the  just  rights  of 
the  slave-holder.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  thought 
now  was  the  proper  time  to  settle  the  question.  Sir,  the 
question  has  long  since  been  settled.  If  I  understood  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  seemed  to  think  tliat 
this  House  had  no  right  or  power  to  settle  the  Question, 
and  could  not,  so  long  as  the  Constitution,  and  confederacy 
under  it,  should  exist.  He  did  not  mean,  I  presume, 
that  the  citizens  of  the  South^that  highminded,  gallant, 
and  patriotic  people— would  not  submit  fo  a  decision  of 
this  House.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood,  I  pre- 
sume, that  if,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  proper  disposi- 
tion of  this  amendment,  it  should  be  decided  that  a  slave 
is  not  property,  in  the  absolute,  un<iualified  sense  of  the 
terra,  that  then  it  would  be  high  time,  in  the  language 
of  a  learned  Doctor  of  the  South,  to  inquire  of  what  be- 

./lefit  to  us  is  our  Union  f    He  undoubtedly  meant  that 
the  question  liad  long  since  been  decided  by  the  Consti- 
tution, by  the  slave-holding  States,  and  by  the  opinions 
of  the  first  men  of  the  South,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not 
to  be  doubted :  and  in  this,  sir,  I  entirely  agree.    By  the 
national  compact,  slaves,  for  certain  purposes,  are  con- 
ttdered  as  persons^  and,  for  certain  purposes,  as  property. 
It  is  a  fixed  principle  in  the  Constitution,  that  representa- 
tion is  based  on  numbers,  and  not  on  wealth.    In  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  representation  in  Congress,  amongvt 
the  several  States,  under  the  Constitution,  this  principle 
was  maintained,  by  adding  to  the  free  white  population 
three-fifths  of  all  other  *«  persons."    What  persons  ?     So 
anxious  were  the  venerable  framers  of  the  Constitution  to 
avoid  offence  ;  so  studious  were  they  to  treat  a  subject 
so  full  of  embarrassment,  with  the  utmost  delicacy,  that 
they  cautiously  omitted  the  word  ''slave."    So,  in  the 
9th  section  of  the   first  article,  they  are  called  "  per- 

*  sons."  Would  to  God,  sir,  that  the  same  tenderness  of 
the  feelings  of  others,  and  the  same  anxiety  to  avoid  of- 
fence, were  more  the  characteristics  of  more  modem  po- 
liticians. Then  shall  we  hear  no  more  of  Southern  na- 
bobs and  Southern  negro-drivers — names  used  for  the 
purpose  of  party  excitement,  and  of  arraying  the  pas- 
sions and  prejudices  of  one  portion  of  our  country  against 
another.  That  slavery  is  an  eviU  there  can  be  no  differ- 
ence  of  opinion.  But  the  Constitution  found  us  in  the 
possession  of  slaves ;  it  has  recognized  them  as  an  effec- 
tive portion  of  our  population,  and  it  is  enough  for  us  to 
know,  so  far  as  humanity  is  concerned,  that  they  are  bet- 
ter clothed  and  fed»  and  more  happy,  than  they  would 
be  in  a  state  of  emancipation.  Liberty  to  them,  under 
their  present  inability  to  appreciate,  and  incapacity  to 


relish  its  enjoyments,  would  be  a  curse.  N«  one  who 
consults  their  happiness,  or  the  good  of  the  Republic^ 
would  wish  to  see  them  emancipated,  and  tumea  adrift 
on  the  community.  The  Constitution,  then,  for  certain 
puriXMes,  regards  slaves  as  "  persons,"  and,  sir,  for  a 
very  important  purpose.  It  gives  to  them,  or  to  their 
masters  in  their  right,  a  portion  of  our  national  representa* 
tion.  But  it  will  be  said  that  this  was  the  result  of  rou« 
tual  comprombe  and  concession-.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  i  but 
it  was  a  compromise  based  on  equivalents,and  one  of  those 
equivalents  resulting  from  the  principle  and  spirit  of  th« 
Constitution,  is  the  right  of  Government,  when  threaten- 
ed with  destruction,  to  use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  na- 
tional defence,  and  that,  too,  without  being  liable  to  be 
called  on  for  indemnification. 

Sir,  the  Constitution  views  slaves  in  the  same  light  aa 
did  the  slave-holding  States  at  the  time  ol  its  adoption. 
It  has  given  no  new  character  to  these  anohialous  beinga. 
The  States  had  always  considered  them  tub  motk  ar per- 
sons. They  were  considered  by  the  laws  of  the  Blatea 
as  a  species  of  animals,  neither  belonging  to  the  mmnSt  or 
material  world,  but  holding  a  middle  station  between 
both.  The  Constitution  having  thus  found  them,  left 
them  to  be  considered  by  the  States  as  propeiljr  of  e  pc* 
culiar  character — property  softir  as  their  libefty  and  sei^ 
vices  were  subject  to  the  uncontrolled  will  of  their  maa- 
tei^^property  so  far  as  they  were  the  subjects  of  tale  { 
but  persons  so  far  sis  the  lives  and  Umbs  were  protected 
from  violation — so  far  as  the  right  of  trial,  in  aome  casea 
by  Justices,  and  in  others  by  a  Jury,  was  concerned  ^  and 
so  far  as  they  increased  the  national  repreaentation  of  the 
States  owning  them.  The  laws  of  Vii]ginia,  I  think,  se- 
cured to  them  these  righu-— rights  which  can  only  be- 
long to  persons,  as  members  of  the  body  politic*  moral 
beings,  and  the  subjects  of  punishment  *ln  more  mo- 
dem times  these  rights  have  been  enlarged.  In  Missouri 
they  have  the  right,  in  all  cases  of  imputed  crime,  that  a 
Grand  Jury  should  pass  upon  the  case,  to  a  trial  b^  a  Pe- 
tit Jury,  to  the  benefits  of  coimsel,  and  are  subject  in 
most  cases  to  the  same  punishment  which  would  be  in- 
flicted on  a  white  man  fi>r  the  same  oflTence.  The  same 
statute  which  declares  slaves  to  be  personal  property* 
likewise  confers  on  them  personal  and  political  rights* 

This,  sir,  is  no  new  doctrine.  At  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  well  understood.  In  the 
54th  number  of  the  Federalist,  we  have  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Madison,  whose  opinions  on  all  subjects*  and  espe- 
cially on  this,  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  an  expoaition 
of  the  views  of  the  people  or  the  South*  so  far  as  he  un« 
derstood  tliem.  He  says,  *'  the  slave  b  no  leas  eridently 
regarded  by  kw  as  a  member  of  society,  not  as  a  part  of 
the  irrational  creation  ;  as  a  moral  person,  not  a  mere  ar- 
ticle 6f  property.  The  Federal  Constitution,  therefore* 
decides,  with  great  pn^riety,  on  the  case  of  our  slayes^ 
when  it  views  them  in  the  mixed  character  of  persona 
and  property.    This  is,  in  fiict,  their  true  character.'' 

Both  humanity  and  religion  sanctions  this  declaratton* 
which  declares  that  slaves  are,  in  some  respects,  '*  per- 
sons." It  is  impossible,  in  this  ag*e«  to  form  any  idea  of 
the  absolute,  direct,  and  unqualified  dominion*  as  appli- 
cable to  a  human  being.  It  is  impossible  to  reconcile 
this  sort  of  property  with  the  fact,  that  they  are  pos- 
sessed of  personal  rights.  If  they  are  propeftj*  in  the 
unrestrained  sense  of  the  term*  why  do  they  not  min|rie 
with  the  common  mass  of  matter*  and  be  treated  like 
the  «  brutes  that  perish  ?"  Has  the  master  the  sane 
kind  of  property  in  the  slave  that  he  has  in  his  ox  ?  2fo 
one  will  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Thia  constractkm  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  Uiws  of  the  slaye-hoiding  States^ 
secures  the  hater  in  the  undisturbed  posaessbn  of  the 
slave  property,  except  in  the  extraordinary .^ase  of  war, 
when  the  Government,  threatened  with  annihilatioo, 
calls  to  its  aid,  for  the  piupose  of  self-preseffTation»  all  - 
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kt  monkl  and  phyncal  force.  Then  H  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment hM  a  right  to  call  upon  the  ftlave-boUling  States  for 
tiie  equivalent  for  an  increased  representation  in  conse- 
quence of  the  alaf  es. 

The  gentleman  Irom  Louisiana  has  said,  tiiat  no  pro- 
perty could  be  ligbtfiilljr  impressed  !  This,  sir,  is  a  no- 
vel doctrine.  Every  writer,  in  treating  of  the  rights  of 
■ovcreignty,  from  tlie  first  to  the  last,  tells  you,  that* 
when  a  nation  is  at  war,  stfup^gling  for  existence,  it  has 
the  right  to  avail  itself  of  all  its  means,  whether  the  sub- 
ject is  willing,  or  whether  he  is  not.  At  such  a  time,  it 
does  not  atop  to  enquire  whether  its  population  be  bond 
or  free,  black  or  white  ;  if  they  can  um  the  bayonet,  or 
point  the  musket,  it  is  their  duty  to  rally  round  the  stai). 
dard  of  their  country,  and,  if  necessary,  sacrifice  their 
Kres  in  her  preservation.  And  here  there  is  no  discre- 
tion. If  it  is  the  right  of  the  Government  to  command* 
the  aubject  is  undera  corresponding  obligation  to  obey. 
We  have  been  also  told,  that  no  precedent  can  be  set 
up  agaifwt  the  Constitution.  This  is  not  disputed.  But, 
pnfetice  and  precedent  are  resorted  to,  with  great  pro- 
priety, to  ascertain  the  views  of  enlightened  politicians 
and  statesmen ;  and,  in  fome  measure,  to  learn  the  pre- 
vmiling  sentiment  of  the  age.  Shall  we  reject  the  ex- 
perience c^  past  dmes,  the  opinions  of  the  great  and 
good,  and  continue  forever  in  a  state  of  political  infancy  ? 
If,  sir,  there  is  no  precedent  to  be  found,  from  the  earli- 
est period  of  our  history,  where  a  alave  has  been  pa'.d 
for,  vnder  circumstances  Uke  the  present,  it  is,  to  me, 
strong  presumptive  proof,  that,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the 
^triots  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  statesmen  of  after 
times,  no  such  compensation  ought  to  be  allowed.  The 
•etitleasan  from  Ohio  has  informed  us,  and,  no  doubt, 
&uly  informed  us,  that  neither  the  war  of  our  first  or 
leoofid  independence  furnish  any  precedents. 

liOfftdation  furnishes  no  instance  of  remuneration.  The 
act  eC  April  9th,  1816,  authorized  a  compensation  to  be 
made  to  the  owner  of  certain  enumerated  articles  which 
bad  been  impressed  into  the  service,  and  had  been  da- 
maged, captured,  or  destroyed,  but  is  silent  as  to  skves. 
This  eould  not  have  been  an  unintentional  omission,  as  It 
must  have  been  known  that  many  cases  like  the  present 
existed ;  audi  as  I  am  informed,  notwithstanding  the  term 
property,  tn  etie  section  of  the  act,  is  used  in  its  widest 
MUse,  no  claim  was  presented  to  the  commissioners  under 
that  actlbr  allowance. 

Why  wae  it  that  Government  claimed  of  Great  Britain 
Indemnity  for  the  slaves  captured  and  taken  away  during 
the  late  war }  Was  it  on  the  ground  that  they  were  '*  pro- 
petty?*'  If  80^  Government  has  made  an  odious  distinc- 
tion between  its  citiaenSi  On  this  principle^  it  should 
iMive  claimed  indemnity  fur  property  oif  every  description, 
capturetl  or  destroyed.  But  no  such  claim  has  been  set 
up.  The  principle  on  which  our  Government  claimed 
pay  for  the  slaves,  and  on  which  it  was  allowed  by  the 
British  Qov«rnment,  must  have  been  that  tliey  were  per- 
MiM,  human  beings,  having  some  political  rights,  and,  as 
Boch,  should  have  been  restored  to  their  country  on  the 
retmni  of  peace* 

From  these  considecations,  rir,  I  am  led  to  the  conclu- 
iion,  that  slaves,  for  certain  purposes,  are  persons  \  that 
tJieir  masters  have  in  them  only  a  qualified  property ; 
Uiat  Government,  in  cases  of  high  necessity,  growing  out 
of  a  state  of  war,  has  a  right  to  impress  them  into  its 
military  service,  without  the  Mobility  of  being  justly  called 
on  for  indemnification. 

It  is  idle  declamation,  sir,  to  talk  of  the  black  popula- 
tion of  l^'is  country,  disconneeted  from  the  political  dis- 
abilities under  which  they  labor.  -Tlie  phnanlhropist 
may  inveigli  against  slavery.  He  may  urge  the  consider^ 
ation  that  they  are  of  the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  our- 
•elves,  descended  from  a  common  ancestry,  having  like 
^"""^     » to  gratify,  and  facuitires  to  improve,  accountabla 


to  one  common  Creator,  and  destined  to  tlie  saine  im- 
mortality. This  would  all  be  fine  :  but  the  politician* 
must  view  them  as  they  are,  sunk  to  the  lowest  point  of 
mental  and  political  degradation,  and  wait  with  patieiK:^ 
for  the  developments  o\  futurity. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and  said:  Uj 
motive  for  throwing  myself  on  the  attention  of  the  House 
— (I  was  indisposed,  and  necessarily  absent  when  this 
question  was  last  agitated)  ^my  motive  for  throwing  my- 
self on  the  attention  of  the  House,  is  earnestly  to  request 
— I  could  almost  say  adjure — but  certainly  respectfully 
and  earnestly  to  ask,  that  no  member  of  this  House  soutli 
of  the  Ohio,  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  will  debate  this 
question — will  delgn-^will  condescend,  to  debate  the 
point  which  has  arisen — ^I  mean,  whether  persona  can  or 
cannot  be  property  %  or  will  allow  that  the  (General  Go- 
vernment can,  at  any  time,  under  any  circumstances,  in 
any  manner,  touch  that  question.  1  certainly  am  obligtrd 
to  my  worthy  colleague  [Mr.  P.  P.  B^aBooa]  for  some  of 
his  remarks  ;  but  I  should  have  been  full  as  much  so  if 
he  had  omitted  them. 

This  is  a  question  the  United  States  Government  has 
nothing  to  do  with.  It  never  had,  and  it  never  can  have  ; 
for  the  moment  it  lays  their  unhallowed  hands  upon  Use 
ark  of  that  question,  it  ceases  to  be  a  Government.  We 
have  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
this  question  has  bean  settled  forty  years  nnce.  Sir,  it 
was  settled  two  hundred  years  since.  It  has  been  set- 
tled from  the  day  on  which  the  first  cargo  of  Africans  was 
landed  on  these  shores,  under  the  colonial  Government. 
What  new  distinction  is  this,  about  persons  not  beings 
property--«s  if  there  were  any  incoo4>atibiIity  between 
the  two  f  Sir,  there  is  none  :  there  never  has  been  any. 
Property  is  the  creation  of  the  law.  What  the  law  makc& 
property,  tliat  is  property  ;  and  what  it  declarea  to  be 
not  property,  that  is  not  property.  There  is  no  olUer 
dbtinction.  The  question  has  been  settled  during  the 
longest  terra  of  prescription,  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. It  has  been  settled  ever  since  these  States  first 
threw  off  their  allegiance  to  the  British  Government. 

I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  pardon  me. 
I  thank  him  for  much  tliat  he  said,  especially  tor  Uic  maiv* 
ner  in  which  he  spoke  of  his  Southern  brethren.  The 
gentleman  is  an  entire  stranger  to  me>  X  certainly  have 
every  species  of  good  feeling  towards  him.  But  I  must 
take  exception  to  one  term  he  employed.  He  spoke  of 
•<  our  second  war  of  independence."  1  object  to  this 
language,  because  I  never  can  agree,  either,  that  we 
were  slaves  before  the  first  war,  or  that  we  were  Qot  in- 
dependent when  the  second  war  was  declared..  But  this 
is  aside  from  the  subjeet.  I  say  that  slaves  are  made 
property  by  the  law  j  and  you  cannot  unmake  them  so^ 
any  more  than  you  can  alter  tlie  British  debt,  or  the 
tithes,  or  any  thing  which  you  choose  to  consider  as  an 
abuse  in  any  foreig^i  country.  When  gentlemen  tell  me 
that  the  Constitution  is  to  protect  us  in  that  species  of 
property,  I  answer,  it  is  like  the  protection  of  the  wolf 
to  the  lamb.  We  scorn  it.  We  deny  it.  It  isci-eated 
property  by  our  law,  and  our  own  State  Governments 
are  able  to  carry  that  law  into  execution.  We  do  not 
ask  the  aid  of  any  Government  whatever. 

The  gentleman  alluded,  in  one  part  of  his  speech,  to 
the  Missouri  question.  Sir,  the  Missouri  question  never 
haa  been  settled.  There  was  a  spirit  mingling  in  that 
question,  which,  as  was  once  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Bartlbtt]  was  eiKleavoring  **  to 
buy  golden  opinions  firom  all  sorts  of  men."  A  poison 
was  infused  mto  the  decision  of  that  question.  I  never 
felt  it  to  be  any  triumph,  nor  do  I  now. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  tlie  House,  whether,  under  the  laws  of 
old  Rome,  a  man  who  was  a  slave  was. any  the  less  pro* 
perty,  because,  forsooth,  he  was  a  person  ?  His  being 
a  person  it  was  that  made  him  subject  to  becoming  pro. 
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perty,  because  liis  roaster  Uad  need  of  his  services.  I 
mig^Ut  ask,  too,  what  is  the  situation  of  other  Govern- 
ments in  relation  to  this  subject ;  buti  will  not  now  pur- 
sue that  inquiry.  We  were  told  something,  I  know  not 
very  well  what,',  about  humanity  and  benevolence,  and 
religion.  Sir,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 
We  are  not  to  depend  on  individual  views  of  humanity 
and  religion,  it  js  upon  the  compact — Ita  lex  doipta 
M/*-that  is  what  we  have  to  depend  upon.  Yoa  msy 
cant  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  about  whether  your  reli- 
gion is  tliat  of  the  Jew  or  the  Gentile.  V^our  religion 
caimot  interfere  in  the  question.  God  forbid  that  I  should 
say  that  it  cannot  interfere  with  tliose  who  are  the  sub- 
jects of  the  question* 

Suppose  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  instead  of  us- 
ing tlie  terms  which  they  have  done  in  relation  to  slavery, 
(and  I  tliink  it  was  with  much  more  delicacy  than  policy 
that  they  introduced  such  a  periphrasis  as  they  have  done) 
had  omitted  the  subject  altogether.  Supposing  the 
clause  lor  continuing  the  slave  trade  for  a  limited  time, 
was  not  there:  how  would  you  have  got  bold  of  any  pre- 
text whatever  to  bring  the  subject  under  your  rule  or  Ju- 
risdiction. 

Sir,  humanity  and  religion  arc  very  good  things  in  their 
proper  places;  but  we  have  no  right  to  make  our  human- 
ity and  our  religion  the  rule  of  other  men's  actions  within 
the  sphere   of  neither.     I  will  put  a  case — and  I  hope  I 
shall  not  btt  misunderstood;  that  I  shall  be  judged  by  my 
words^  and  not  by  any  gloss  which  may  be  put  upon  them 
here  or  ebe where.    I  will  put  it  for  the  sake  of  putting 
a  case,  and^  that  I  may  not  be  accused  of  libelling  other 
States,  I  will  suppose  that  my  own  State,  the  State  of 
Virginia,  bad  made  the  abuse  of  a  slave  not  punishable  at 
all,  and  that  slaves  were  daily  and  ci-uelly  and  inhumanly 
'   murdered  by  the  masters,  (a  thing  as  much  within  the 
range  oi  probability  as  many  statements  I  have  heard,) 
what  would  be  the  remedy?     Would  it  be  found  in  this 
House?  Can  you  punish  murder  committed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Potomac?    Your  jurisdiction  is  confined  to 
your  own  territory,  district,  forts,  and  dock  yards.     You 
nay  cry  your  eyes  out  with  humanity,  but  you  could  not 
touch  this  matter.  The  thing  is  in  its  prober  place:  it  is 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  men  ol  as  much  learning  and 
talent,  and  as  much  humanity  and  religion,  as  can  any 
where  be  found,  who,  knowing,  the  disease,  know  the 
remedy,  and  do  not  chuse  to  suffer  quacks  to  *<step  in 
where  Angels  fear  to  tread."     Again,  Sir,  we  have  been 
told  that  the  representation  of  this  description  of  persons 
in  the  Constitution  of  1787,  was  a  compromise.    No,  isir, 
it  was  none.     There  was  no  oompromtse  about  it,  further 
than  the  whole  Constitution  was  a  compromise.     We 
wanted  a  representation  for  our  whole  population  ;  but 
we  were  weak  enough  to  agree,  that  one  half  of  tliat 
population  should  be  represented  by  only  three -fifths  of 
that  half.     Suppose,  now,  that  this  had  been  a  regulation 
for  the  white  population^  jind  not  for  the  black:  hew 
would  that  afl'ect  the  question  ?  It  would  not  have  touch- 
ed the  rights  of  the  whites.     A  compromise.  Sir  !     No; 
there  was  no  compromise  ;  and  why  not  ?    Because,  in 
1787,  there  existed  not  a  man  in  this  continent,  who  dar- 
ed so  much  as  breathe  a  whisper  of  a  right  on  \he  part  uf 
the  General  Government  to  touch  the  question  at  all:  nor 
can  they  touch  it  now.  This  Government  has  no  more  to 


the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  in 
opposition  to  that  of  the  learned  gentleman  from  Loui^ 
iaua — for,  in  reference  to  bis  professional  acquirement)^ 
no  man  better  deserved  the  title,  were  true,  then  we  must 
lose  three-fif\hs  and  the  English  pay  for  only  two-fifths  of 
the  value  of  the  slaves  carried  away  during  the  last  war, 
because  three-fiftlis  of  each  man  was  person  and  two- 
iifths  property !     This  reminds  one  of  the  judgment  of 
Solomon,  whicii  we  see  depicted  in  the  Tapestry,  (and 
in  that  Book  of  which!  ever  desire  to  speak  with  respect) 
who  ordered  the  child,  disputed  for  by  two  mothers,  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them;  but  his  wasamorfe 
practicable  rule,  it  was  a  vertical  cut  firom  top  to  bot- 
tom.    [Some  members  smiling  at  this  allusion.]    I  did 
not  intend.  Sir,  by  this  remark,  to  excite  any  merriment. 
Permit  me  again  to  ask,  before  I  ait  down,  that  no  man 
will  deign  ever  to  discuss  this  question.  This  is  not  *  *  the  ac- 
cepted time.^'  If  ever  that  time  does  arrive,  as  I  sincere- 
ly hope  it  never  will,  our  business,  sir,  will  not  be  here-, 
but  ft  home.     Our  business  will  be,  to  make  our  escape 
if  we  can,  for  this  House  will  then  be  to  us  the  den  of 
Cacus.     Our  business,  I  repeat,  will  be,  not  here,  but  at 
home.     And  let  me,  on  the  other  hand,  remind  thos« 
gentlemen  who  differ  from  me  on  this  question,  (and  dif- 
tcT  no  doubt,  as  conscientiously  from  me  as  I  do  from 
them,)  that  it  was  just  ten  years  from  the  first  stirring  of 
the  question  of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  the  colo- 
nies, until  the  spirit  was  got  up  which  ended  in  a  separa- 
tion.    It  took  ten  years  of  goading  to  bring  us  to  that 
point.     Sir,  the  relation  of  the  States  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment resembles,  in  some  respects,  another  sort  of 
union,  more  tender  and  more  sacred  in  iu  character  ; 
yet  even  that  will  hot  bear  continual  provocation— even 
that  near   and  strong  relation,    may  be  torn  asunder, 
though  there  are  pledges  of  their  loves  to  bind  the  sub- 
jects of  it  together.     He  may  be  a  very  acuta  man — he 
may  be  a  very  learned  man — and  he  may  be  in  a  train  to 
become  a  very  able  man,  but  he  is  not  a  man  of  observa- 
tion and  experience,  who  does  not  see  that  a  temper  has 
been  excited,  and  is  exciting  now  on  this  subject,  which 
it  is  not  less  the  duty  than  the  interest  of  every  member  of 
this  Hoiise,  in  every  possible  mode,  to  allay.     1  know, 
and  1  speak  '*  the  words  of  trath  and  soberness"  when  I 
say,  that  I  know  that  the  reflecting  part  of  our  country 
will  unite  with  m«  in  this  sentiment — even  among  those, 
who  have  conjured  up  aU  those  chimeras  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  which  we  have  so  ofben  seen  pourtrayed  both 
by  pen  and  pencil.     I  cannot  agree  witli  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that  the  slaves  are  an  imhappy  race. 
They,  no  doubt,  are  causes  of    urihappiness   to  their 
owners,  sometimes,  aiul  no   doubt  they  are  uniiappy 
sometimes  themselves  :  for  who  is  es^mpt  from  uuhappi- 
ness? 

But  I  believe  that,  as  a  class,  .1  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief, 
the>  are  much  happier  than  their  proprietors  are  now, 
loaded  as  these  are  with  the  effects  of  a  system,  which  I 
will  not  now  go  into  a  discussion  of,  and  with  the  cares, 
and  wants,  and  difficulties,  which  this^  very  population 
brings  upon  them. 

In  rcganl  to  the  claim  to  be  provided  for,  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  I  had  thought  that  the  old  maxim  was  applica- 
ble, inter  arma  kgcs  silent.     This  slave  was  taken  pre* 


do  with  it  than  the  Khan  of  Tartary      We  are  all  Repre- 1  cisely  in  the  same  manner  as  the  horses  and  the  cart.     A 


sentatives  of  respectable,  and  some  of  us,  of  ancient  and 
powerful  Commonwealths;  and  our  laws  will,  may,  and 
must  execute  themselves.  There  may  be  agitators,  and 
I  know  there  is  some  real  or  aii'ccted  agitation  i.I  mean 
without  the  Southern  Statesi)  on  t4)e  subject  of  slavery  ; 
and  the  effect  of  this  agitation  may  be  to  make  the  slaves 
themselves  m«re  miserable;,  but  that  will  be  tlie  sum  total 
of  its  effect. 

One  word  more.  Sir,  and  I  have  done.    Suppuse  that 


gentleman  has  asked  if  slaves  are  to  be  considered  as  oxen 
and  cattle?  Sir,  no  man  of  common  refinement,  or  any 
humanity,  ever  regMnled  them  in^he  same  light  as  oxen. 
Yet,  gentlemen  should  remember  tliat  even  the  ox  and 
horse,  though  they  bo  but  brutes,  have,  nevertheless, 
their  rights.  Sir,  I  fear  I  have  done,  what  1  have  often 
done  before,  but  very  seldom  of  late,  and  what  I  intend 
rarely  to  do  again,  trespassed  already  too  long  on  the 
patience  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  said,  he  was  sorry  the 
honorable  f^entleman  frem  Louisiana  had  iniroduced  a 

3uesUon  which  was  so  extremely  liable  to  be  misun- 
erstood.     I  cannot,  satd  Mr.  S.,  agree  with  that  gentle- 
man that,  on  the  mere  question  of  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  we  are  compelled  to  detennine  what  is  the 
precise  nature  of  that  property  which  a  master  has  iji 
his  slave.    But  as  the  question  on  tlie  amendment  is  a 
question  of  compensation,  we  must  vote  on  it     Though 
representing  a  State  which  does  not,  at  this  time,  con 
tain  any  slave  population,  it  is  not  my  fault  that  thisr 
question  has  been  presented.     It  has  been  brought  in^ 
as  I  tliinJc,  unadvisedly:  I  could  have  wished  the  honora- 
ble gentjeman  bad  forborne  to  press  it,  lest  some  miscon- 
struction might  lead  to  a  doubt  of  our  maintaining  that  re- 
lation which  the  laws  of  some  of  the  States  have  recogniz- 
ed, and  which  they  sustain  between  a  slave  and  his  master. 
I  agree  with  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rait- 
.    soLPH)  that  the  Constitution  has  nothing  to  do  witli  this 
matter.     That  instrument  never  fixed  the  nature  of  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave,  nor  of  any  other  of  our  do- 
mestic relations,  nor  of  the  persons  of  the  different  SUtes 
to  each  other.     When,  therefore,  gentlemen  criticise  on 
the  terms  *•  person^-popuUtion^-persons  held  to  sei^ 
vice,**  &.C.  used  in  ihat  instrument,  they  are,  in  my  judg- 
ement, somewhat  hypercritical.     Those  words  were  used, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  definition,  but  out  of  delicacy,  and 
as  laying  down  a  rule  to  be  observed  in  taking  the  cen- 
sus of  the  United  States.     What  is  tliis  relaUon  of  the 
slave  to  his  master?      And  what  are  the  qualities  of 
that   relation  ?      I    hold,    sir,    that   the   right    of  the 
master  in  his  yhive  is  a  right  to  his  service  under  all  cir- 
cumstances whatsoever,  and  also  to  the  absolute  iinquali- 
iied  control  and  custody  of  his  person,  so  that  it  cannot 
be  taken  from  him  for  purposes  of  service,  nor  his  ac- 
tions regulated  by  any  power  but  his  own,  save  only 
when  the  State  lays   its  band  on  him  for  the  punishment 
of  crime,  and  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace.    You 
may  debate  the  abstract  question  as  long  as  you.  will,  and 
may  discuss  metaphysically  what  is  the  exact  nature  of 
the  right ;  but,  after  all,  the  question  is,  what  do  the  laws 
of  the  State  declare  in   which  the  master  and  the  slave 
reside?    I  have  bestowed  some  little  reflection  upon  the 
subject,  and  the  only  conclusion  to  which  I  can  bring  my 
mind,  is  that  I  have  stated.     On  maintaining  this  control 
of  tlie  master,  rests  the  security  of  a  vei^'  Targe  and  im- 
portant portion  of  this  Union,'  and  whoever  interferes  with 
the  exercise  of  it,  is  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 
all  those  who  inhabit  the  Sutes  where  this  species  of  pro- 
perty is  held.     This  Government  cannot  do  this.  It  is  a 
question  not  to  be  debated.     No  man,  I  mean  ho  man  of 
any  sense  and  reflection,  ever   thought  of  maintaining, 
that  1  know  of,  that  it  was  competent  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  touch  the  question  of  right  in  the  slightest 
degree. 

What,  then,  is  the  case  before  us?  An  officer  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  use  of  what  he  was  pleased  to  con- 
sider as  his  disaetion,  seized  and  impressed  into  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States,  a  slave,  belonging  to  a 
gentleman  of  Louisiana.  That  is,  a  mere  nuHtary  officer 
undertook  to  do  what  all  branches  of  this  Government 
united,  ai^  not  able  to  do.  Yet,  we  have  been  told  by 
some  gentlenien,  that  iie  had  a  right  to  make  this  im- 
pressment.  What,  sir — an  officer,  a  mere  creature  of 
this  Government,  whose  official  existence  can  be'  swept 
ajiray  in  a  moment,  has  a  right  to  do  what  this  Govern- 
ment, with  all  its  powers,  may  not  so  much  as  attempt  ? 
And  now,  he  having  done  this — having  assumed  what 
be  called  his  right  to  sever  the  bond  between  master 
and  slave,  and  having  made  himself  the  judge  how  far 
he  might  caiTy  this  right  of  impressing  whom  he  pleased, 
what  are  we  asked  to  do?  To  adopt  his  act  as  our  own 
—to  niuke  it  an  act  of  this  Government,  and,Jn  conse- 


quence of  so  adopting  it,  to  indemnify  the  loser.     On 
what  principle,  sir,  can  we  possibly  be  held  bound  to 
indemnify,  when  the  officer  clearly  transcended  his  duty? 
I  disagree  with  my  colleague,  as  to  the  power  of  im- 
pressment in  cases  of  danger.     An  officer  shall  never 
touch  my  person  and  property,  whenever  he  chuses  to 
determine  that  State  necessity  warrants  him  to  do  so. 
No,  sir;  whenever  he  does  this,  he  is  a  tresfiaaser.    And 
if  the  State  does  not  give  me  a  remedy  against  him, 
there  is  no  fonder  such  a  thing  as  freedom  in  my  coun- 
try.    Liberty  is  gt>ne — it  exists  no  longer.     We  have, 
indeed,  indemnified  the  loser  in  some  few  cases,  where 
the  public  necessity  was  so  grea^  so  high,  so  undenia- 
ble as  to  overstep  all  obligations  of  lower  duty.    But, 
then^  we  have  indemnified  for  the  act  of  our  officers,  in 
the  character  of  trespassers— ^and  we  took  into  our  own 
hands,  to  inquire  whether  any  such  necessity  existed. 
But,  once  admit  the  right  of  a  mere  military  bfl!icer, 
whose  sole  power  is  the  parchment  in  his  pocket,  and 
the  epaulette  upon  his  shoulder,  to  seize  and  impress, 
whenever  he  may  think  proper,  and  you  give  to  this 
creature  of  yours,  authority  over  every  slave  holder  in  the 
Southern  States — ^he  may  set  them  all  at  defiance — ^and 
I  am  asked  to  say,  I  will  assume  his  acts.     Sir,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  do  it.     Yet  I  must  do  it  if  this  amendment 
passes;  for  the  principle,  and  the  only   principle    on 
which  we  can  grant  compensation  in  this  case,  is,  that  we 
adopt  the  lawless  act  of  impressment  as  the  act  of  this 
Government,  and  pay  for  this  slave  under  the  pretence 
of  state  necessity;  and  what  the  officer  is  pleased  to  csall  the 
sah-ation  of  the  country.     Sir,  I  cannot  even  attempt  to 
run  out  the  consequences  of  establishing  such  a  mon- 
strous principle,  and  so  vitally  fatal  to  a  huge  portion  of 
the  Union.     If  a  General  may  do  this,  a  Colonel  may  do 
it)  if  a  Colonel,  then  a  Captain  ;  and  if  a  Captain  may,   m 
Sergeant,  and  so  may  every  subaltern,  down  to  the  low- 
est cotton  t  assel  in  the  camp.     And  if  an  oflcer  from  the 
Southern  States  may  do  it,  so  may  an  ofllcer  from  the 
Northern  States.     Sir,  if  these  doctrines  are  sanctioned, 
it  shall  be  done  without  my  consent     It  is  a  dangerous 
doctrine.     Admit  it  fora  iqoment,  and  you  strike  a  blow 
at  the  security  of  the  whole  slave  i>opulation  of  the 
Southern  States.    It  is  the  same  caAe  in  principle  as  to 
allow  the  impressment  of  an  infeint,  apprentice,  or  ser-   "^  * 
vant,  in  the  Northern  States.     If  there  is  any  reason  in 
it,  then  every  officer  of  the  United  SUtes  may,  at  plea- 
sure, (or  in  circumstances  of  which  he  is  to  be  the  sole 
judge)  sever  the  bond  which  unites  master  and  servant, 
which  binds  together  parent  and  child.     He  may  enter 
our  dwelling,  drag  our  children  from  the  firende,  and, 
regardless  of  his  father's  will,  or  his  mother's  cries  and 
tears,  force  him  to  the  camp— and,  when  there,  put  him 
under  martial  law.     He  may  do  this-^and  when  he  has 
done  it,  we,  forsooth,  are  to  volunteer  him  an  indefBirity^ 
to  step  in  his  place,  and  assume  these  deeds  as  acts  oC 
the  Government.     Sir,  you  never  provided  lor  such  a. 
case — yet  you  authorized  our  apprentices  to  be  enlisted* 
without  the  consent  of  their  masters,  and  our  children, 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents.     You  allowed  this 
tie  to  be  severed — (though  the  right  of  a&ther  over  ih« 
person  of  his  child  is  as  perfect  as  that  of  any  mastex* 
over  his  servant,  and  far  more  lender,  though  I  grartt 
that  the  ties  of  master  and  slave  may  sometimes  foe  of  sa 
tender  kind) — but  you  never  thought  of  granting  theirs 
compensation.     You  are  asked  to  make  it  in  a  case  by  s%o 
means  so  strong.    You  are  asked  to  do  that  for  one   sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  which  you  never  thought  of  doing*  ff^ve 
the  other.     Adopt  this  principle  of  impressment,   sl«>^ 
you  sanction  what  may,  at  some  future  day,  lead  to  c^va « 
sequences,  in  one  part  of  this  Union,  I  will  not  speak  of" 
nay,  which  I  will  not  permit  myself  even  to  thinit  up^^^^* 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  avoided  iDeddli<rfe«I. 
with  this  question.  ^^ 


935 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


926 


Jaw.  8, 1828.] 


Indian  GtmernmenU, 


[H.  o»  R. 


The  honorable  g^ntlemAn  from  Louisiana  was»  in  my 
opinion,  rather  hypercrtticar  in  his  examination  and  con- 
struolion  of  that  report — all  that  the  committee  said,  was, 
that  slares  were  never  considered  as  that  species  of  pro- 
perty, which  was  to  be  paid  for  by  the  existing  laws  of  the 
Government.  This  was  a  mere  statement  of  the  fiict— it 
touched  not  the  abstract  (question  at  all  \  and,  as  to  the 
warmth  of  discussion,  which  has  been  drawn  out  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  play  is  not  worth  the  candle. 
I  think  it  would  be  far  more  advisable  to  reject  a  claim 
which  is  extremely  doubtful  in  its  character,  to  say  the  least 
of  it  and  let  the  question  rest  till  you  are  compelled  to 
meet  it  in  some  other  form,  and  under  some  more  imperi- 
ous necessity.  .       * 

Mr.  DRAYTON,  of  South  Carolina,  here  commenced 
a  Speech  on  the  subject,  whiqh  he  concluded  on  the 
10th,  in  which  date  his  remarks  will  be  found. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DORSEY,  of  Md.  the  hour  being 
late,  Mr«  D.  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rise. 

TuxsDAT,  jAinrART  8,  1828. 
INDIAN  GOVERNMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  FORT,  of  Georgia, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  introduced  by  him  on  the  4th  instant, 
and,  from  the  consideration  of  which,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  was  dischaiged  yesterday  : 

"Jiesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enqiure  if  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  within 
tlie  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  States,  have  or- 
ganized an  Independent  Government,  with  a  view  to  a 
permanent  location  in  said  States  ;  and,  if  they  find  that 
any  attempt  of  the  kind  has  been  made,  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  to  this  House  such  mea- 
sures as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  arrest  such  perma- 
nent location." 

Mr.  FORT  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  stated  that  this  reference  of  the  subject  had 
been  advised  by  the  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CONDICT  said  he  had  no  other  objection  to  the 
resolution's  taking  the  course  proposed,  than  this :  that 
it  would  be  taking  from  one  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  House  busmess  which  appropriately  belonged  to 
that  committee.  If  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
was  indeed  so  much  burdened  with  business  as  not  to 
be  able  to  attend  to  the  present  /"esolution,  then  be 
should  have  no  objection  to  its  going  to  a  select  commit- 
tee ;  but,  as  he  did  not  know  this  to  be  the  case,  he 
would  move  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  out  the 
words  «  a  select  committee,"  and  inserting  "  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs." 

Mr.  FORT  was  opposed  to  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  had  alrea- 
dy reported  on  a  subject  closely  analogous  to  that  con- 
tained in  this  resolution;  and  to  require  them  to  re- 
port on  this  resolution,  also,  would  only  be  asking  them 
to  go  over  ground  which  they  had  already  trodden. 
lie  was  unable  to  say  on  what  ground  it  was  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  advised  the  refer- 
ence of  the  subject  to  a  select  committee ;  but,  for 
himself,  he  conceived  that  the  subject  of  the  resolution 
being  one  of  great  import,  and,  as  he  conceived,  en- 
tirely novel  in  its  character,  he  thought  that  a  new 
committee  ntight,  with  propriety,  be  raised  upon  it.  He 
felt  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  ability  or  the  good 
disposition  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  :  and 
should  the  House  order  the  resolution  to  take  that 
course,  he  was  prepared,  with  cheerfulness,  to  acqui- 
esce {  but  he  would  prefer  its  going  to  a  select  commit- 
tee. 


Mr.  McLEAN  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs)  stated,  that  that  committee  was  greatly  bur- 
dened with  business  already  referred  to  it,  and  would 
be  unable  to  bestow  on  this  stibject  that  <Wgree  of  time 
and  attention  which  its  importance  well  deserved.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  it  might  be  assigned  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  expressed  his  hope  that  the  course 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would 
prevail,  and  that  the  resolution  would  go  to  a  select 
committee.  He  had  no  doubt,  that,  if  the  House  were 
once  fully  in  possession  of  the  case  which  had  given 
rise  to  the  resolution,' not  a  gentleman  on  the  floor  would 
deny  that  it  was  a  case  which  called  for  their  most  seri- 
ous deliberation.  It  was  known  to  many  who  heard 
him,  that  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  whose  residence 
extended  into  several  States  of  this  Union,  have  recent- 
ly formed  for  themselves  a  written  Constitution  of  Go- 
vernment, under  which,  should  it  be  carried  into  opera- 
tion, there  was  the  strongest'  probability  that  collisions 
would  speedily  arise  with  the  several  State  Governments 
within  whose  limits  that  tribe  is  at  present  located.  And 
it  was  bis  conviction,  that,  before  any  of  these  evil  re- 
sults bad  time  to  take  place,  the  General  Government 
ought  to  interfere  promptly  and  efficiently  to  prevent 
them. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  for  striking  out  **  a 
select  committee,"  and  inserting  "  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,"  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive—ayes  7%  noes  60 :  and  the  question  recurring  on 
the  resolution  as  amended— 

Mr.  DARTLETT  proposed  farther  to  amend  the  re- 
solution by  striking  out  the  words  *'  to  arrest  such  per- 
manent location." 

Mr.  HAYNES  said,  th;it  he  thought  that  the  member 
f^om  New  Hampshire  had  misapprehended  the  import 
of  t-he  clause  which  he  desired  to  erase.  The  resolu- 
tion did  not,  in  any  manner,  conclude  the  House  as  ex* 
pressing  any  opinion,  that  the  permanent  location  of  the 
Cherokees  ought  to  be  arrested.  The  clause,  like  eve- 
ry ether  part  of  the  resolution,  was  submitted  to  the 
committee,  as  a  matter  of  enquiry  merely,  and  he  hoped 
that,  on  this  ground,  it  would  be  permitted  to  utand. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  agreed  with  his  collesgue  in  the  view 
he  had  just  expressed.  The  House,  at  an  early  day, 
had  been  in  possession  of  an  indirect  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  General  Government  on  this  subject.  It 
would  be  found  in  the  report  of  Mr.  McKenney,  the  In- 
dian Agent,  which  accompanied  a  message  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  this  House.  It  was.  the 
decided  opinion  of  that  officer,  that  the  fartlier  pro- 
gress of  the  Cherokees  towards  a  permanent  location 
within  the  States,  should  be  promptly  put  a  stop  -  to. 
And  was  the  House  now  going  to  forbid  even  an  enquiry 
in  relation  io  a  matter  so  important  ?  He  tnisted  not. 
He  trusted  the  resolution  would  be  permitted  to  stand 
in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  he  should  like  to  hear  what  the 
exact  nature  of  the  government  was^  which  these  In- 
dians were  desirous  of  establishing.  When  they  were 
governed  as  formerly,  by  Chiefs  and  King*,  nothing  was 
said  about  this  Government's  interfering  with  them— 
but  as  soon  as  they  seem  about  to  set  up  for  themselves 
a  Republican  form  of  Government,  we  are  asked  to  in- 
tefferewilh  promptitude  and  effect.  What  right  had 
the  General  Government  to  interfere  with  the  arrange- 
ments of  these  Indians  now,  any  more  than  when  they 
were  under  their  old  form  of  government  ? 

Mr.  FORT  spoke  in  reply,  and  said,  if  he  had  rightly 
heanl  what  fell  from  ihe  gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
na, he  liad  enquired  whether  this  Government  had 
ever  stated  to  these  Iitdians  that  it  h%d  a  right  to  inter- 
fere with  and  control  them.    The  Government  certain* 
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\y  have  made  this  stotement.  The  very  first  principle 
iiiculcftled  by  us  upon  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  lim- 
it*, hafi  beeii,  that  tliey  were  tributary  and  dependent, 
and  under  the  defence  and  patronage  of  the  Govern, 
ment  of  the  United  SUtea.  The  question  how  far  this 
Government  has  a  right  to  interfere  with  these  People, 
was,  he  thought,  a  very  plain  one. 

Mr.  F.  .was  about  to  proceed,  when  the  SPEAKER 
interfered,  by  stating,  that  it  was  not  in  order,  on  a  ques- 
tion  of  amendment,  to  discuss  the  general  merits  of  a 
resolution. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  that  the  reason  he  had  desir- 
ed to  h»ve  the  clause  stricken  out,  was  not  that  he 
wished  either  to  affirm  or  deny  the  right  o(  the  Govern- 
ment to  arrest  the  location  of  these  Indians,  but  that  this 
House  might  not  be  understood  as  at  present  expressing 
any  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  order,  and  sug- 
gested, that  the  resolution  having 'been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  was  ipao  faelo  in  the  cus- 
tody of  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  fo  the  contrary.  The  ques- 
tion had  been  taken  only  on  an  amendment,  and  that 
amendment  having  been  adopted,  another  was  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  of  New  York,  hoped  that  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Bartlstt  wonld  not  prevail  ;  not  that  he 
had  any  difficulty  as  to  the  propriety  of  arresting  the 
permanent  settlement  of  these  tribes,  but  because  he 


of  Georgia.  He  hoped  this  House  would  never  set  one 
of  its  committees  to  enquire  whether  the  General  Go- 
vernment has  any  control  over  the  soil  of  one  of  the  ori- 
ginal States  of  the  Union.  The  right  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  over  her  own  soil,  was  not  like  that  possessed 
by  one  of  the  new  States.  If  any  jurisdiction  whatever 
belonged  to  an  original  State,  it  was  jurisdiction  over 
her  own  soil.  Georgia  has  the  full  right  of  legislation  on 
this  subject.  All  that  the  General  Government  can  do, 
in  preference  to  the  State  Legislature,  is,  that  possessing 
by  the  Constitution  the  right,of  making  treaties,  (and  our 
agreements  with  the  Indian  tribes  being  construed  to  be 
treaties  within  tlie  meaning  of  that  instrument,)  it  pos- 
sesses more  power  to  remove  the  difficulties  and  obsta- 
cles to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title,  than  the 
State  of  Georgia  herself  has.  He  could  not,  however, 
admit  for  a  moment,  that  she  could  yield  in  the  smallest 
degree  her  right  over  tlie  soil.  So  soon  as  she  doea 
this,  she  ceases  to  be  a  sovereign  and  independent 
State. 

[The  SPEAKER  here  interfered,  and  said  that  the 
observations  uf  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  Utken 
too  wide  a  scope  for  the  question  actually  befoi-e  the 
House.] 

Mr.  GILMER  said,  that  his  remarks  had  only  been 
made  in  reply  to  those  which  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  For  himself,  he  did  not  know  that  there 
was  any  great  importance  in  retaining  tlie  clause  which 
was  now  sought  to  be  stricken  put.     lie  understood   it 


wished  that  the  committee  should  be  authorized  to  en--  to  be  the  avowed  object  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 


quire,  and  report  on  that  subject — especially  when  it 
was  considered  that  a  part  of  these  Indians  resided 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia  ;  a  State  to 
whom  we  are  bound,  by  compact,  that  we  will  extin^ish, 
as  soon  a&  practicable,  all  Indian  titles  within  her  limits. 
He  hoped  th^  resolution  would  go,  in  its  present  form, 
to  the  committee ;  that  a  full  enquiry  might  be  had,  and 
a  report  made,  both  on  the  propriety  of  arresting  their 
permanent  location,  and  also  on  the  best  means  of  ef- 
fecting that  measure. 

Mr.  WOODS,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  amendment  would 
prevail.  He  should  not,  however,  have  felt  so  much  so- 
licitude on  the  subject,  but  for  the  course  of  tlie  re- 
marks which  had  just  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  He  was  apprehensive,  should  the  last 
clause  of  the  resolution  not  be  stricken  out,  that,  taking 
its  language  in  connexion  with  the  observations  which* 
had  been  made  upon  it,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fikirs  might  be  led  to  understand  it  as  the  sense  of  this 
House,  that  their  business  is  merely  to  report  a  plan 
for  tlie  removal  of  these  Indians,  or  at  least  for  arresting 
their  permanent  location  among  us.  Now  it  was  veil 
known  that  there  exists  a  difference  of  opinion  in  tliis 
House,  in  relation  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  towards 
these  People ;  and  there  were  some  who  had  the  opin- 
ion thj^t  this  Government,  instead  of  arresting,  was 
bound  rather  to  encourage  their  location,  and  even  to 
give  them  a  permanent  right  to  the  soil.  He  wished, 
therefore,  to  have  this  point  left  open,  that  the  commit- 
tee might  not  be  directed  to  one  side  of  the  question 
only,  but  might  feel  themselves  required  to  examine 
equally  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  such  a  measure. 
Mr.  GILMEU  said,  that  he  should  have  made  no  re- 
mark upon  the  amendment,  but  for  the  language  em- 
ployed by  the  gentleman  firom  Ohio,  who  hsid  jtist  taken 
his  seat.  He  had  supposed,  that  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution had  reference  to  the  Cherokees  alone  ?  but  he 
had  seen,  from  the  remai-ks  of  that  gentleman,  thAt  it 
was  held  by  some  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  take  means  to  vest  in  the  Indian  tribes 
a  permanent  right  in  I  he  soil. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  cpuld  not  permit  an  opinion  like  this  to 
pasa  without  remark,  in  as  far  AS  it  refeiTcd  to  the  State 


fairs  to  carry  into  effect  a  plan  for  the  removal  of  all  the 
Indians  remaining  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  Slates. 
If  that  were  so,  this  clause  must  be  unimportant.  But 
rf,  on  the  contrary,|the  United  States  are  about  to  ado^t 
the  policy  of  aicihig  the  Indians,  in  making  for  themselves 
a  Government,  that  it  may  the  more  attach  them  to 
the  soil,  then  it  was  certainly  imporUnt  to  enquire, 
whether  the  permanent  location  of  those,  at  least,  with- 
in the  limits  of  Georgia,  ought  not  to  be  speedily  ar- 
rested. 

A  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Wiixiavs] 
has  asked  why  Congress  should  arrest  them  in  making 
a  constitution  for  themselves,  and  what  right  we  have  to 
interfere  ?  It  might  be  said,  in  answer,  tliat  Ibit  Go- 
vernment claims,  and  has  always  claimed,  &  right  to  con- 
trol them.  If,  however,  the  formation  of  a  constitutio« 
is  at  all  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  the  Indians,  he 
would  not  arrest  their  proceeding.  Let  them,  in  thai 
respect,  pursue  wluitever  course  i  hey  may  judge  most 
for  their  good.  The  Government  has  never  interfered 
in  their  manner  of  ruling  themselves.  But  if  rt  sliall 
appear  that  the  forming  of  a  constitution  was  necessarily 
connected  with  the  result  of  fixing  them  to  thesoif,  then 
doubtless  the  enquiiy  in  the  resolution  wasv  highly  expe- 
dient. In  his  judgment,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  no  auch  re- 
sult necessarily  followed.  He  did  not  believe  the  Indi- 
ans would  be  any  more  attached  to  the  soil  after  they 
had  gotten  a  constitution,  than  they  were  before,  and  he 
therefore  felt  verv  indifferent  whether  the  ameiidment 
was  adopted  or  rejected. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said,  that,  from  wliat  had  just  fallen 
from  his  colleague,  he  perceived  that  that  |pentlcmsn 
did  not  attach  the  same  importance  to  this  subject  which 
he  did.  His  own  chief  inducement  for  supporting  tlie 
resolution,  had  been,  that  he  might,  if  possible,  be  spar- 
ed the  painful  spectacle  of  seeing  the  State  authorities 
take  this  matter  into  their  own  hands.  He  souglitto  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  any  thing  like  collision  between 
the  States  and  the  Genei-al  GovernmenU  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  reeolution  would  go  to  the  committee 
as  it  now  stood. 

Hie  question   was  then  taken  on   Mr.  Babtilktt's 
amendment,  viz :  to  strike  out  the  words  •»  to  arrest  such 
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penpanent  location,"  and  decided. in  the  negative,  ayes 
60,  noes  76, 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

BATTLE  OF  NEW  ORI-EANS. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Jlesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having  an  his- 
torical picture  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  painted,  and 
placed  in  one  of  the  pannek  of  the  Rotundo.  And  that 
they  further  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  engaging 
Washington  Allston  to  design  and  finish  the  work,  and,  if 
expedient  in  both  contingencies,  to  ascertain  whether, 
and  on  what  terms,  he  can  be  so  engaged. 

Afr.  HAMILTON  said,  that,  in  the  resolution  which 
he  had  just  submitted,  he  felt  himself  sustained  by  the 
authority' of  a  very  judicious  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Library,  Vhich  was  made  during  the  last  session. 
He  would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  an  extract  from 
the  report  to  which  he  referred,  an  application  of  which 
he  would  endeavor  to  make  to  the  subject  comprehend- 
ed in  the  resolution.  This  committee  very  justly  re- 
mark;, <•  that  it  la  desirable  that  the  pannels  of  the  Ro- 
••  tundo  shall  be  filled  with  the  productions  not  merely 
**  of  respectable  artists,  but  of  the  very  best  the  country 
•«  has  produced,"  and  further,  that,  whenever,  "in  tiie 
**  opinion  of  Congress,  the  time  shall  have  arrived  to 
"  complete  the  decorations  of  the  great  Hall  of  the  Ca- 
"  pitol,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  a  higiily  pro- 
**  per  course  would  be  to  engage  such  artist  or  artists  as 
••  Congress  should  deem  competent  to  the  work,  to  exe- 
**  cute  it  for  an  honorable  compensation,  under  proper 
«•  directions  as  to  the  choice  of  subjects." 

To  the  jfood  sense  and  good  taste  of  these  reflections, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  could  add  nothing.  All  that  he  would 
ask  of  the  House,  on  this  occasion,  was,  to  permit  those 
whose  opinions  were  so  just  and  discriminating  on  this 
topic,  to  inquire,  ••  whether  he  had  suggested  a  proper 
•«  subject,"  and  ••  not  merely  a  respectable  artist,  for  its 
«*  execution,  but  the  very  best  the  country  has  produc- 

It  was  not  necessary,  nor  could  it  be  expected  at  this 
time,  that  he  should  vindicate  the  policy  which  had  dic- 
tated an  embellishment  of  this  National  building  with  a 
representation  of  some  of  the  most  cherished  events 
.  which  adorn  our  history.  The  policy  itself  springs  from 
y  sentiment  which  may  well  be  called  instinctive  in  the 
human  breast,  lu  element^  are  to  be  found  even  in  the 
impulse  which  leads  the  savage  to  construct  those  rude 
memorials  by  which  he  attempts  to  tell  of  an  age  and 
warriors  that  have  been.  But  the  sentiment  becomes 
irresistibly  powerful,  and  of  great  moral  efficacy,  when 
it  summons  to  its  aid  the  delightful  art  of  painting,  which 
is  the  result  of  the  highest  condition  of  civilization,  and 
whose  lessons  are  inculcated  by  a  universal  language,  and 
is  understood  by  all  the  children  of  men,  however  divid- 
ed by  divers  and  Conflicting  tongues. 

Whether  the  Tictory  of  the  8th  of  January  was  an 
event  which,  delineated  by  the  hand  of  genius,  might 
be  applicable  to  some  one  of  the  purposes  to  which  the 
great  moral  of  this  art  is  subservient,  was  precisely  the 
question  which  he  wi&hed  the  intelligent  committee  to 
^hom  the  mqu'uy  would  be  referred,  to  decide.  He 
trusted  he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  ihat,  as  we  had  a 
reprcsenUtion  of  tlie  surrender  at  York  Town,  by  wliich 
our  first  war  was  closed,  there  would  be  a  peculiar  fit- 
ness in  placing  by  its  side  a  delineation  of  that  achieve- 
ment  which  so  brilliantly  closed  our  second  contest. 

Without  professing  to  be  a  connoisseur  in  the  art, 
would  those  who  were,  pardon  him  for  ^ying,  that  he 
could  scarcely  conceive  a  finer  subject  for  the  canvass, 
than  the  objccU  which  would  animate,  and  the  scenery 
vbich  would  adorn  this  picture  ? 
Vol.  IV.-59 


The  defence  of  New  Orleans  forms  a  beautiful  chef 
d*<suvre  in  the  science  of  war.  It  was  characterized  by 
circumstances  which  would  enable  the  painter  to  place 
in  hig^i  relief  the  heroic  steadiness  and  gallant  devotion 
of  our  warriors,  and  to  exhibit,  in  gorgeous  array,  the 
embattled  hosts  of  our  enemy,  who  rushed  on  like  a 
torrent,  in  daring  and  dauntless  valor,  regardless  of  tl>eir 
Fate.  Nor  would  the  chivalry  of  our  country  be  content 
in  assigning  au  obscure  or  a  disparaging  spot  in  such  A 
picture,  to  the  pathetic  fate  of  the  British  Commander, 
who  poured  out  the  willing  streams  of  his  life  blood  ia 
obedience  to  the  mandate  of  his  Country.  No  ;  **  our 
countrymen  war  not  with  the  dead."  The  ashes  of  a 
roan  who  thus  falls  are  thrice  consecrated  by  the  bless- 
ings of  the  generous,  the  feeling,  *and  the  brave. 

Let  me  add,  that  the  scenery  of  tWs  picture  will  be  / 
associated  with  some  of  our  most  interesting  recollec- 
tions. It  will  be  phiccd  on  that  Delta  of  Egyptian  ferti- 
lity and  tropical  magnificence,  through  which  the  Mighty 
Father  of  our  Western  watera  is  pouring  tlie  tribute  of 
his  thousand  streams,  in  liis  almost  finished  journey  to 
the  ocean.  On  that  Ueltai  which  belongs  to  that  glori- 
ous reufm,  the  first  posse5«ion  of  which  we  owe  to  him, 
who  now  sleeps  in  pence,  '*  by  all  his  country's  wishes 
blest,"  and  the  last,  to  him  "  vvlio  has  filled  the  measure 
of  her  glory." 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  should  have  felt  great  delicacy  in  de- 
signating Mr.  Allston,  if,  by  univei'sal  consent,  he  was  not 
considered  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first  "  living 
artist  our  country  has  produced,"  by  which  an  important 
requirement  of  the  committee  would  be  at  once  fulfilled. 
Indeed,  the  profound  genius,  and  unrivalled  execution  of 
this  gentleman  was  so  well  admitted,  that  he  had  heard, 
on  the  best  authority,  that  one  of  the  most  enlightened 
and  discrilninating  critics  of  Europe  had  declared,  *'  that, 
if  there  was  a  man  living  who  was  capable  of  lighting 
up  anew  the  glories  of  tlie  Augustan  age  of  painting, 
that  man  was  Washington  Allston."  It  jmay  not  be  known 
to  all  who  heard  -him,  that  this  gentleman,  alter  passing 
fifleen  years  of  his  Tife  abroad,  in  studying  the  remaiqs 
of  ancient,  and  the  acquisitions  of  modern  art,  is  now  en- 
gaged, under  the  patronage  of  a  city  (Boston)  no  less 
distinguished  for  its  refinement  and  taste,  tlian  by  its 
literature  and  science,  in  giving  the.  last  touches  to  an 
historical  picture,  (the  labor  of  ten  yeai-s)  which  is  prob- 
ably destined  to  form  a  new  era  in  the  arts,  and  to  con- 
fer a  renown  on  that  country  which  has  neglected  to  cul- 
tivate them. 

If  you  want  this  man,  you  must  seek  him.-  To  th«  . 
pride  of  genius,  he  adds  a  thriftless  disregard  of  money  : 
for  he  knows,  as  it  has  been  beautifully  said  on  another 
subject  and  occasion,  that  the  real  price  of  the  produc- 
tions of  his  pencil,  "  is  immortality,  and  that  posterity 
will  pay  it." 

I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a  sugg^ticvi*  some- 
what selfish  in  its  origin,  but  surely  not  deserving  of  a 
8/evere  reprobation.  Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  AHston  are 
both  natives  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  there 
would  be  a  happy  congruitv  in  the  fact,  that  the  conduct 
and  valor  of  the  one  should  be  illustrated  by  the  genius 
and  taste  of  the  other. 

^  Mr.  H.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  lie  felt  entire  gratifica- 
tion ill  confiding  his  resolution  to  the  judgment  and  pii« 
triotism  of  his  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts, '(Mr. 
EvERXTT)  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  merits  of 
the  great  artist  to  whom  he  had  referred,  and  that  of  the 
gentlemen  associated  with  him  on  the  committee,  and  he 
would  barely  repeat  that  he  was  content  that  they  should 
determine,  as  preliminary  to  the  decision  of  the  House* 
"  whether  the  period  had  arrived  for  completing  the  de- 
'*  corations  of  the  great  Hall  of  the  Capitol,"  and  whe- 
ther he  had  designated  "a  Judicious  choice  of  a  subject, 
and  a  competent  artist." 
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Mr.  1NGKRHOLL  wid,  that  he  should  not  hare  risen, 
had  not  the  resolution,  moved  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  designated  the  name  of  the 
artist  to  be  employed.     When  it  was  recollected  that 
Mr.   Trumbull,  the  gentleman  who  had  executed  the 
paintings,  now  in  the  Rotundo,  was  a  native  of  the  State 
which  he  represented  on  that  floor,  lie  trusted  his  honora- 
ble friend  would  excuse  him  if  he  ventured  to  suggest, 
that  no  course  ought  to  be  pursued,  in  this  stage  of  the 
business^  which  went  to  exclude  the  employment  of  that 
venerable  and  patriotic  individual  in  executing  any  paint- 
ings which  might  be  ordered.     If  the  artist,  to  which 
the  gentleman  had  alluded,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
State  Willi  the  hero  of  .our  second  war,  the  artist  he  him- 
self had  named,  had  been  tfn  actor  in  his  own  person  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.    He  had  been  a  prisoner,  and 
had  suffered  severely  in  that  contest  ;  and  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  great  injustice  had  been  done  him, 
from  the  manner  in  which  his  paintings  had  at  ftrst  been 
displayed*.     They  were  placed  in  a  small  and  obscure 
room,  beneath  our  feet,  and  the  artist  had  had  the  morti- 
fication to  know  that  the  most  unkind  and  unfeeling 
strictures  had  there  been  passed  upon  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  their  disadvantageous  location.    His  fame 
bad  suffered  ;    his  feelings  had  suffered  ;   and  all  his 
friends  who  knew  the  circumstances,  had  suffered  with 
him.     It  was  with  pride  and  pleasure,  Mr.  I.  said,  that 
he  had  witnessed  their  removal  to  a  situation  more  worthy 
of  their  excellence,  and  he  (Mr.  1.)  had  witnessed  the 
tears  of  joy  glistening  in  his  venerable  eyes,  under  the 
consciousness,  that,  at  last,  justice  had  been  done  him. 
Mr.  I.  said,  that  he.  admitted,  very  willingly,  the  high 
merit'of  Mr.  Allston,  but,  if  Congress  should  conclude, 
in  this  matter,  to  depart  from  the  class  of  oiu*  Revolu- 
tionary worthies,  there  were  ottier  native  artists,  besides 
Mr.  Allston,  who  would  desire  not  to  be  precluded  from 
a  chance  of  employment.     He  therefore  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment :  to  strike  out  the  name  of  <*  Wash- 
ington Allston,"  and  to  insert  the  words  '*  some  suitable 
artist.'*. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  had  risen  principally  to 
indicate  his  acquiescence  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  He  desired, 
also,  to  exempt  himself  from  all  idea  of  the  slightest  dis- 
respect towanls  the  venerable  geotleman  so  feelingly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  remarks  just  submitted  ;  and  certainly, 
if  the  resolution  he  had  had  the  honor  to  move,  propos- 
ed the  commemoration  of  any  of  the  events  of  our  Re- 
volutioniQ-y  war,  that  gentleman,  botli  from  his  services 
and  from  his  opportunities  of  observation,  would  have  a 
special  claim  to  be  preferred.  But  the  subject  propos- 
ed by  the  resolution  was,^  in  a  great  measure,  out  of  his 
sphere.  The  execution  of  it  would  require  a  compara- 
tively youthful  artist  As  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
spot  should  be  visited  where  that  ever-memorablc  en- 
gagement took  place,  he  would  have  to  endure  much 
personal  inconvenience  and  fatigue.  It  would  not,  he 
was  sure,  be  pretended  b^  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  that  his  friend  had  not  participated  pretty 
largely  in  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  so  far  as  the 
subject  of  our  national  paintings  was  concerned.  He 
willingly  adopted,  however,  the  amendment  which  had 
beeii  proposed,  and  he  did  so  the  more  willingly,  because 
he  felt  satisfied  that,  the  more  the  sphere  of  competition 
was  enlarged,  the  more  beneficial  it  would  prove  to  the 
reputation  of  Mr.  Allston. 

Mr.  D  WIGHT  said,  that,  while  he  did  not  refuse  to 
do  homage  to  the  great  and  acknowledged  merit  of  Mr. 
Allston,  he  wished  to  suggest  a  further  amendment  of  the 
resolution,  which  was,  that  it  might  be  made  to  embrace 
the  battles  of  Hunker  Hill,  Monmouth,  Princeton,  and 
the  attack  on  Quebec. 
Mr.  KRBMKR  said,  xhtx  he  entirely  agreed  that  it  was 


proper  such  a  painting  should  be  executed,  and  that  the 
dlustrious  glory  which  had  been  achieved  in  the  most 
brilliant  victory  of  modem  times,  ought  to  be  handed 
down  to  posterity.  Such  deeds  ought  to  be  kept  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  all  generations,  and  he  tlioughtthat 
it  could  not  be  put  in  a  better  place  than  in  the  Rotundo 
of  this  building.  But,  in  order  that  this  painting  may  be 
justly  judged  of,  (since  all  our  judgments 'were  founded 
on  companson,  and  what  could  we  judge  of  but  what 
we  know  }  and  how  could  we  judge  of  what  was  un- 
known but  from  what  was  known  ?)  he  would  more  a 
small  amendment.  When  this  victory  was  achieved, 
which  rendered  our  country  so  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  all 
nations,  it  excited  both  pride  and  wonder  ;  and  he  wish- 
ed he  could  stop  there.  But  he  must  say  it  created  en- 
vy too.  Now,  in  order  that  posterity  might  have  a  fair 
opportunity  of  judging  of  that  transactioq^  he  would 
suggest  that  another  pamting  be  placed  along  side  of  the 
victory  of  New  Orleans,  representing  the  meeting  of  the 
Hartford  Convention,  which  was  in  full  sesuon  at  the 
same  time!  He  therefore  mured  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding,  **  and  also  the  meeting  of  the  Hartford 
Convention." 

Mr.  EVERETT,  Chairman  of  tlie  Library  Committee, 
said  that  he  should  not  have  risen  to  speak  on  the  revolu- 
tion or  amendment,  bad  not.  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  done  him  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  report  which 
he  had  submitted  to  the  House  from  the  Library  Crm- 
mittee,  during  the  last  session,  and  which  recommended 
a  course  to  be  pursued  on  this^bject.     In  every  thing 
of  commendation  which  that  gentleman  had  advanced  in 
relation  to  the  artist  proposed  by  him  to  be  employed, 
Mr.  E.  said  that  he  heartily  concurred  ;  and  he  had  been 
prepared  to  pass  the  resolution,  which  in  itself  was  the 
most  distinguished  compliment   that  coukl  have  been 
paid  to  that  eminent  artist  and  excellent  man.     lie  con- 
curred^  too,  in  all  the  commendations  whieh  had  been 
bestowed  upon  the  great  event  which  was  intended  to 
form  the  subject  o?  the  painting  ;  nor  was  the  present 
the  first  time  that  lie  had  attempted  on  this  floor  to  add 
his  tribute  to  that  which  had  been  so  liberally  paid  by 
this  whole  people  to  the  g^eat  man  who  had  achieved 
that  victory.     But  he  thought  it  would  be  convenient  if 
the  terms  of  the  resolution  were  enlarged,  and  this  idea 
had  in  part  been  suggested  by  the  remarks  of  tlie  gen- 
tleman himself,  who  had  said,  that,  as  the   victory  of 
Yorktown,  which  closed  the  war  of  independence,  had 
been  made  the  subject  of  one  of  our  National  paintings, 
there  was  a  peculi.^r  fitness  that  the  victory  of  New  Or- 
leans, which  gave  lustre  to  the  close  of  our  second   war, 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  another.     Thifi  went  to 
show  th^  expediency  of  enlarging  the  terms  of  the  txao- 
Uition,  and  he  should  be  glad  a  the  honorable   mover 
would  make  it  general,  extending  its  provisions  to  fiHing 
the  empty  pannels  of  the   Rotundo  with    appropriate 
paintings.     [The  remarks  of  Mr.  Evebktt  were  imptr- 
fectly  heard  by  the  reporter,  who  apprehends  that  Uiey 
have  been  as  imperfectly  reported.] 

Mr.  STORRS  said,  that  he  had  otlen  thought  tliat  our 
Naval  victories  were  entitled  to  some  notice,  as  well  as 
the  military  exploits  of  the  Army,  and  that  Congrea 
could  not  better  occupy  some  of  the  vacant  pannels  in 
the  Rotundo,  than  by  filling  them  with  commennoratiofis 
of  some  of  those  chivalrous  triumphs  of  the  Kavy  tba: 
had  conferred  so  much  honor  and  glor>  on  the  country. 
He  hoped  that  the  Navy  would  not  oe  altogttiier  forgot- 
ten, and  that  the  House  would  agree  to  adopt  an  amend* 
ment  that  he  siiould  offer  to  the  proposition  of  his  friend 
from  Massachusetts.     Mn  S.  tlien  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz  :  **  or  such  of  the  victories   achieteJ 
'*  by  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  in  their  opin'scr 
*'  should  be  selected  for  such  national  commemoration.' 
{Here  the  debate  closed  for  thU  day.] 
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The  resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Haxiltov^  to- 
gether with  the  several  amendments,  having  been  again 
read,  and  the  question  being  on  the  antendment  of  Mr. 
Stokrs — 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that,  after 
-the  indulgent  attention  with  which  he  had  been  honored 
by  the  House  yesterday,  he  felt  great  reluctance  in  tres- 
passing again  upon  tbat  indulgence  ;  but  he  felt  satisfied 
that  the  resolution  which  lie  had  submitted,  which  was 
one  merely  of  inquiry,  was,  nevertheless,  in  danger.  He 
certainly  had  not  expected  that  gentlemen  would  have 
elhbarrassed  its  passage  by  amendments  which  were  cal- 
culated to  defeat  it.  I'here  were  two  modes  of  legislative 
hostility,  which  might  be  put  prominently.  The  first  an 
open  and  undisguised  opposition,  by  which  the  issue  was 
met  and  combated  singly  ;  and  the  second,  an  opposition 
by  suflTocatton,  by  which  strangulation  was  produced  by 
amendments,  and  by  which  a  measure  was  not  defeated 
on  its  own  nterits,  but  broken  down  by  tlie  weight  which 
was  ungenerously  put  upon  its  back.  Now,  sir,  why  will 
not  the  gentlemen  offer  their  amendments  as  separate 
resolutions  of  inquiry  }  I,  certainly,  in  such  a  shape,  will 
cheerfully  vote  for  them,  as  f  am  desirous  that  the  com- 
mittee should  not  only  select  the  most  competent  aitists, 
but  the  most  appropriate  subjects  also;  and  that  from  the 
widest  sphere  of  selection.  Will  they  pardon  me  for  say- 
ing  that  1  conceive  the  compliments  to  the  several  sub- 
jects tliey  propose,  would  be  much  more  decisive  by  in- 
troducing  them  separately,  than  by  merely  appending 
Uiem  to  a  previous  and  original  proposition.  Thervis 
surely  too  much  merit  in  the  battles  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
Monmouth,  and  Princeton,  and  in  our  naval  engagements, 
to  require  that  they  should  be  assisted  by  the  vote  whicii 
this  House  might  be  disposed  to  give  separately,  on  the 
propriety  of  a  delineation  of  the  battle  of  New  Oriea^is. 

[Here  the  CHAIK  informed  l-tr.  Haxiltoh  that  the 
question  was  upoii  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  SToams)  as  to  the  naval  vie 
tones,  and  to  that  his  remarks  were  to  be  made.] 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  II.,  nothing  could  be  more  dcKght- 
fiii  to  my  feelings  than  lo  vote  separately  and  distinctly 
for  a  represenUtion  of  most  of  the  latter  events.  I'he^ 
naval  engagements  of  the  late  war,  many  of  them,  would 
be  particularly  rich  in  thai  dramatic  effect  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  provinces  of  painting.  And  I  hope  the  day. 
is  not  disUnt,  and  the  day  shall  not  be  distant,  if  my  hitm. 
ble  efforts  can  in  any  measure  contribute  to  it,  when  these 
walls  shall  be  decorated  by  a  delineation,  by  a  first-rate 
artist,  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  which  is  as  proud  a  sub* 
ject  for  the  canv;iss  as  it  was  for  national  exultation  when 
It  occurred.  God  knows,  sir,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this 
House  would  feel  more  delighted  than  myself,  however 
mournful  the  associations,  in  seeing  reflected  back  into 
life,  as  it  were^  amidst  the  delusions  of  the  canvass,  the 
manly  form,  and  the  heroic  achievement  which  graced  it, 
of  our  lamented  Perry,  although  a  sad  reality  tefis  us  that 
death  has  shrouded  him  forever  from  our  view. 

Let  me,  however,'  request  the  gentlemen  who  have 
proposed  these  amendments,  and  who  profess  to  be  en- 
tirely friendly  to  tlie  original  proposition,  and  which  pro- 
fession 1  do  nut  desire  to  impeach,  not  to  embarrass  it, 
by  which  even  the  meritorous  objects  they  have  in  view 
are  essentially  endangered.  Il  is  a  wise  rule  which  dtc- 
tAles  that  we  should  not  ask  for  too  much  at  a  time  ;  for 
g^enerosity,  as  a  distin^ished  British  satirist  has  pointed* 
ly  siud,  like  patience,  is  a  very  g«od  virtue,  but  is  apt  to 
be  tired  by  too  much  exercise. 

If,  however,  gentlemen  persist  in  their  amendments, 
t1««n  I  hope  the  friends  of^  the  original  resolution  will 
stick  by  It,  as  the  roan  whom  they  desire  to  honor  by  its 


passage,  did  to  his  country  in  the  hour  of  her  utmost 
need  ;  and  after  we  have  carried  it,  let  us,  with  a  comity 
with  whicli  I  hope  we  shall  always  treat  our  opponents, 
and  with  that  justice  which  is  due  to  the  subjects  they  pro- 
pose, vote  for  them  as  separate  and  distinct  propositions. 
Mr.  BARNEY,  of  Maryland,  said  he  was  apprehensive 
tlianhe  train  of  argument  adopted  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  was  calculated  to  embarrass  his 
friends,  who,  approving  of,  w<:re  disposed  to  sustain  his 
proposition.     The  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stobbs]  proposed  to  com- 
memorate one  of  the  splendid  achievements  of  our  gal- 
lant Navy,  in  which  he  earnestly  desired  to  co-operate. 
Surety  the  time  has  arrived,  when  it  becomes  us  to  ex- 
press the  deep-toned  gratitude  which  the  nation  had  long 
since  awarded  to  the  glorious  exploits  of  this  arm  of  our 
i^ational  defence.     He  felt  no  preference  wiiether  the  ac- 
tion on  Lake  Erie  should  be  selected,  or  the  capture  of 
the  Guerricre  by  the  Constitution,  which  was  the  first  m 
a  aeries  of-viotories  that'  snatclied  the  trident  of  Neptune 
from  the  haughty  mistress  of  the  ocean,  and  taught  her 
the  severest  lesson  she  had  ever  received  in  the  school 
of  humiliation.    TWo  of  the  pannels  in  the  Rotundo  were 
appropriately  assigned  to  paintings  emblematical  of  our 
successes  on  land,  and  he  was  willing  to  sustain  the  pro- 
posiuon  before  the  House,  to  devote'a  third  to  a  similar 
purpose  t  but,  at  the  same  time,  desired  to  consecrate 
one  niche  in  this  temple  of  fame  to  pernetua'ing  the  gloiy 
of  a  Navy  on  whose  banner  victory  had  so  of\en  perched, 
while  the  annals  of  history  did  not  record  a^sjn^e  instance 
wherein  the  fi»ir  fame  of  her  country  was  tarnished  by  ig- 
noble flight  or  inglorious  surrender :  for,  wherever  her 
flag  had  been  struck,  it  was  not  until  the  elemenU  of  re- 
sistance were  exhausted,  and  scarce  force  enough  left  to 
haul  it  down. 

What  have  been  the  legislative  honors  awarded  to  our 
gallant  Naval  officers,  for  a  long  life  of  service  ?  Hailed 
by  a  grateful  nation,  with  one  loud  acclaim,  as  the  bene- 
factors of  their  countrv,  not  even  the  honorary  stimulus 
of  brevet  nmk  has  been  awgned  to  them.  Beyond  the 
grade  of  captain  they  are  not  permitted  to  aspire.  Mere 
centurions — nay,  not  so  much,  for,  in  former  times,  a  cen- 
turion oommmded  one  hundred  men  \  whereas,  the  grade 
of  captam  in  our  army  extends  to  scarce  half  that  num- 
ber— and  this  is  tJie  extent  of  their  promotion.  In  an 
army  numerically  less  than  the  existing  forces  employed 
on  the  ocean,  we  find  major  genei'als,  brigadier  generals, 
commissary  generals,  quartermaster  generals,  adjutant 
grenerals,  aiufinspector  generals  \  all  of  which  Mr.  B.  ap- 
proved if  in  its  organization,,  as  having  contributed  to 
give  it  its  present  efficient  character,  and  to  promote 
ecoaomy  in  its  disbursemeuts.  But,  in  his  judgment, 
correspondent  rank  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  other 
braneh  of  our  national  protection  and  defence,  now  em- 
ploying six  thousand  men,  and  requiring  more  than 
twenty  thousand  whenever  tiie  whole  naval  force  should 
be  called  into  service.  He  must, confess  his  sensibilities 
were  excited  by  the  flagrant  injtistice  under  which  a  gal- 
lant corps  iiad  so  long  suffered,  and  he  fondly  hoped  that 
his  friend  from  South  CaroKna  would  be  willuig  that  the 
compliment  designed  to  bt  paid  to  tlie  hero  of  Orleans, 
should  be  rendered  more  illustrious  by  associating  with 
it  some  one  of  our  naval  triumphs,  «nd  that  this  tribute 
of  admiration  and  applause  would  proceed  pari  passu  with 
each  other,  and  be  handed  down  to  posterity  together. 

-Mr.  STORRS  said  that  he  should  not  refuse,  at  a  pro* 
per  time,  and  on  what  he  deemed  to  be  a  fit  occasion, 
to  express  by  resolution,  or  otherwise,  the  high  sense  he 
enterUined  of  the  honor  acq'i.rcd  by  the  couiHry,  by  the 
event  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  as  a  military  exploit. 
He  would  always,  he  trusted,  be  so  far  just  to  himself  as 
an  American,  and  one  of  tiie  representatives  of  the  coun- 
I  try  her^,  as  to  adinit  that  it  was  entitled  to  a  distinguish* 
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ed  place  among  tlie  subjects  wliich  we  propose  to  com- 
roemmorate  in  the  embellishments  of  the  Uotundo.  He 
had  no  wish  to  embarrass  any  propftsition  that  he  thought 
contributed  solely  to  that  purpose.  But,  while  he  ad- 
mitted this,  he  felt  bound,  in  justice  to  others,  to  say  that 
he  bad  never  thought,  that,  among  all  the  chivalrous 
exploits  which  l»ad  advanced  the  glory  of  the  American 
character,  and  with  reference  to  its  consequences  espe- 
cially, the  battle  of  New  Orleans  was  entitled  to  the  ex- 
clusive honors  that  we  proposed  to  confer  upon  it.  He 
thought  that  tlie  resolution,  as  it  was  introduced  by  tlie 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  might  lead  to 
great  misconstruction.  The  naval  victories  of  LAke  Erie 
and  l^ke  Champlain,  he  believed  to  be  deserving,  in 
e,ytry  respect  in  which  they  could  be  considered,  ^  as 
distingtiisbed  honor  from  Congress,  as  tl»e  victory  acWcv- 
ed  at  New  Orleans  by  Major  General  Jackson,  and  our 
brave  and  patriotic  countrymen  under  bis  command. 
IVhile  the  one  Mved  New  Orleans,  and  protected  the 
Southwestern  portion  of  the  Union,  the  others  gave  se- 
curity to  the  Nortliwestern  States,  the  Western  and 
Northern  frontiers  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  be  had  no  wisli  to  draw  any  invidious  compari- 
•ons  between  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  and  these  tri- 
umphs of  the  Navy,  or  many  of  our  Revolutionary  battles 
(hat  equallv  deserved  (he  national  commemoration  -y  and 
it  was  for  this  reason,  too,  that  he  wished  to  divest  the 
resolution  of  a  feature  that  rendered  it  objectionable  in 
that  respect,  and  which  would  ea««ily  lead  to  great  mis- 
construction. Ifc  sJiould  most  cheerfully  unite  with  the 
gentleman  in  giving  to  the  b.attle  of  Orleans  a  prominent 
place  in  ^he  Kotundo,  but  he  thought  it'would  lead  to 
injurious  criticism  if  we  refused,  at  the  same  time,  to 
confer  the  honors  of  the  country  on  the  splendid  achiev- 
roents  of  the  Navy.  We  were  the  more  liable  to  be  mis- 
understood, from"  the  existence  of  other  circumstances, 
which  it  was  unnecessary  to  bring  into  the  question,  but 
which  were  sufliciently  obvious  wiil^out  any  very  parti- 
cular reference  to  them.  These  were  adventitious  mere- 
ly, and  the  subject  should  be  treated  as  purely  national. 
The  moral  value,  too,  of  any  vote  that  we  might  pass, 
would  derive  all  its  real  wortli  from  the  spirit  o<  national- 
ity with  which  we  treated  the  question.  It  is  not  a  thing, 
said  Mr.  S.,  of  the  present  hour,  onl^,  that  we  are  about 
to  pass  upon,  and  he  thought  that,  since  the  subject  had 
been  introduced  before  the  House,  a  very  fit  opportunity 
vas  presented  of  expressing  our  sense  of  the  gratitude 
that  the  nation  owes  to  the  Navy.  We  liave,  lieretofore, 
been  anxious  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  tri- 
umphs of  our  armies  only,  and  our  seamen  seemjLo  have 
been,  in  some  measure,  overlooked.  Equal  justice  to  all, 
requires  of  us  that  we  now  remember  our  moral  obliga- 
tions to  tlie  Navy  also.  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution  if 
the  amendment  is  agreed  to  ;  but  I  owe  it  to  myself,  at 
the  ssme  time,  candidly  to  say,  tliat,  if  it  is  rejected,  1 
consider  the  real  worth  of  the  original  proposition  so 
mudi  im])aired,  and  so  extremely  liable  to  invidious  mis- 
construction, or  real  misunderstanding,  that  I  cannot  give 
it  my  vote. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  said,  tliat  he  honored  our  Navy  as 
much,  he-  believed,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
could  do,  and  was  ready  to  go  as  iiiv  as  any  gentleman 
on  this  floor  in  asaigning  to  its  achievements  the  meed 
of  honor  and  renown,  so  far  at  least  as  the  eftmla  "f  so 
humble  an  individual  were  of  any  avail.  And  it  was  pre- 
diely  because  he  did  honor  the  Navy,  that  he  was  strong- 
ly averse  to  the  adoption  of  the  ^amendment ;  and  he 
was  persuaded  that  the  officers  of  the  Navy  themselves 
would  not  esteem  themselves  yity  highly  honored  if  the 
commemoration  of  their  deeds  stioiUd  be  brought  in  un- 
der sucli  an  amendment.  When  tlje  object  in  view  is  to 
commemorate  with  honor,  heroic  actions,  performed  in 
the  public  service,  whetlier  on  land  o^  wave,  let  it  not 


appear,  said  Mr.  D.,  to  Itave  been  rn  accidental  thought, 
a  measure  dragged  in  at  the  tail  of  a  resohition,  when  it 
had  never  before  been  thought  of.     The  Navy  does  not 
merit  this  treatment  at  our  hands.     Those  who  are  em- 
barked in  it  had  never  shnmk  from  their  duty,  and  al- 
though none  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  achievements  of 
our  Army,  in  the  late  war,  than  he  had,  yet,  he  most 
nevertheless  adhere  to  his  conviction,  that  there  existed 
no  higher  renown  than  that  which  had  been  won  by  thcr 
Navy  of  the  United  States,     indeed,  he  was  not  prepar» 
ed  to  say,  whether  the  Nation  did  not  owe  even  a  greater 
debt  to  the  gallant  tar,  than  to  the  veteran  soldier.    This, 
however,  was,  in  some  measure,  owing  to  an  accidental 
cause.     When  the  first  battle  was  fought  between  an 
American  and  a  British  frigate,  tbe  action  might  be  said 
to  have  been  big  with   the  fate,  if  not  of  Empires,  at 
least  of  Sovereign  States.     The  whole  world  were  the 
spectators  of  that  ^combat.     Its  issue  decided  the  qae9> 
tion,  whether  Great  Brit»n  was  to  continue  tbe  uadis- 
pated  Empress  of  the  Sea,  or  whether  the  trident  was  to 
be  ravished  from  her  hands,  and  those  laurels  which  had 
so  long  bloomed  upon  her  brow,  were  to  be  transferred 
to  the.  possession  of  a  new  Power.     The   iuue  was,  t<» 
tts»  great,  and  truly  glorious.     By  it,  we  becanne  the  con- 
qucrorti  of  the  conquerors  of  the  World,  and  this,  too, 
on  that  very  element  which  the)-  had  hitherto  considered 
as  peculiarly  the  element  of  their  glory.    Not  only  did 
they  consider  themselves  as  ouracknowledged  superiors, 
but'  (liey  remarked  with  taunt  and  ridicule,  on  the  rash* 
ness  of  an  American  frigate  presuming  to  engage  a  Bri- 
tish vessel,  having  any  thing  like  an  equality  of  force. 
The  •  consequences  of  this  battle  none  could  forget.     It 
was  followed  by  a  long  stream  of  glory,  as  brirbt  as  ever 
illumined  tbe  annals  of  a  nation.     He  earnestly  wished , 
therefore,  that  nothing  should  be  done  in  ttws  Honse — 
that  no  feeling  should  be  expressed,  nor  act  promulgat- 
ed, which  might  induce  so  much  as  a  supposition  that 
this  House  held  the  merits  of  the  Navy  9S  at  all  inferioc 
to  those   of  the  Army.     If,  after  thirteen   or  fourteen 
years  had  been  suffered  to  elapse,  after  amendments  ni> 
amendments  had'been  prepared,  at  the  loot  of  all  these* 
Uiere  should  appear,  in  a  single  line,  tlie  proposal  t» 
make  some  coipmemoration  of  their  deeds,  that  gallant 
body  of  men  would  feel  themselves  not  honored,  but 
dtslvonored.     He  agreed  in  the  sentiment,  expressed  by 
his  colleatTue,  that,  if  amendments  were  in  thia  nna«nt:r 
to*  be  heaped  upon  amendments,  tlierc  was  every  pre- 
sumption that  the  resolution,  itself,  would  fall,  and  its 
object  be  defeated  ;  yet  that  olyecl  was  a  mere  expres- 
sion of  the  respect,  felt  b);  this  Congress,  tor  those  who 
had  achieved  ,the  great  victory  ^  Inch  is  proposed  to  be 
the  subject  of  the  painting. 

As  to  that  victory,  it  wasnot  his  intention  to  offer  «ny 
remark.  It  had  been  already  commented  upon  with  so 
much  eloquence  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Hasiitok^  that 
he  would  not  impair,  by  any  thing  he  could  say,  the  ef- 
fect which  that  gentleman's  speech  was  so  Well  calcaUt- 
Of  I  to  produce,  and  which  it  did  produce,  in  thte  House. 
His  only  object,  in  rising  to  oppose  the  amendment  of 
the  honor.ible  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mf.  Storss] 
was,  that  the  object  of  the  original  resolution  might  not 
be  prevented  from  ^oing  into  effect,  and  tliat  the  repuU- 
tion  of  the  Navy  might  be  rescued  from  an  indiffnity. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  profeased  himself  the 
Na\y's  friend,  and  he  had  no  doubt  he  was  so  ;  but,  he 
muat  be  allowed  to  say,  tliat  the  gentleman's  friendship 
had  not,  on  this  occasion,  been  very  judiciously  cxliibii- 
ed  \  and,  should  the. amendment  prevail,  he  feered  that 
thfe  gallant  spirit  of  tliose  who  had  never  sought  to  a%oiiJ 
an  enemy,  might  be  constrained  to  cry  out,  •*  save  mc 
from  my^ends." 

Mr.  MINBR  desired  farther  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  «*  the  battle  of  Stonv  Pwnt,"  tp  the  subjects 
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already  proposed  for  paintings.  But  any  farther  amende 
mends  were  pronounced  by  the  CHAIR  to  be  out  of  or> 
(ler»  until  those  now  under  consideratioo  should  have 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BAS5ETT  saidrthat  it  vas  very  obvious  that  the 
members  of  this  Hoiise  were  all  disposed  to  commenoio- 
rate  achievements  in  the  public  service  $  but  he  ros^  be- 
cause he  felt  the  force  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carol ina,  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat.  As  an  old  friend  to  the  Navy,  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  tliat  this  was  sot  the  moment  in  which  the 
House  had  foi^tten  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  His  principal  objection  to 
the  gentleman's  amendment  was  the  consequences  that 
must  follow  it.  He  thought  it  would  bring  the  House 
into  a  difficulty.  If  they  voted  for  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  they  were,  in  some  sort,  pledged  to  vote 
for  the  amendment  itself.  Now,  if  he  could  show  that 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  went  to  destroy  that 
which  it  was  intended  to  amend,  he  thought  he  should 
satisfy  gentlemen  that  they  ought  not  to  vote  for  it  {  yet 
8uch  was  undoubtedly  the  fact  This  accompaniment  to 
the  amendment  went  to  destroy  the  whole.  Why  ?  Be- 
cause it  proposed  more  paintings  than  therfe  were  pan- 
nels  in  the  Rotundo  to  receive  them.  Should -this  be 
adopted,  it  requires  a  farther  extension  of  the  plan  which 
has  hitherto  been  agreed  upon  for  decorating  that  apart- 
ment. 'As  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  DwiesT]  the  subjects  proposed  by 
him  were  certainly  great  and  noble  m  themselves^  but 
they  were  not  so  comparatively  {  that  is,  they  did  not  ex- 
cel other  actions  of  the  Revolutionary  war  so  far  as  to 
deserve  to  stand  above,  or  ta  be  preferred  over  them. 
They  did  not,  for  example,  excel  Uie  battles  of  German- 
town,  of  Eutaw  Springs^  or  of  the  Cowpens^  so  much 
that  the  one  ought  to  be  celebrated,  and  the*  other  not. 

[Mr.  B.  was  here  reminded  by  the  CHAIR  that  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Dwiobt  was  not'  now  under  conside* 
ration,  but  only  the  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to 
it  by  Mr.  Stosrs.] 

Mr.  B  AS  SETT  resumed.  At  the  time  when  the  four 
paintings  now  in  the  Rotundo  were  resolved  upon  by 
the  House,  the  principle  was  distinctly  decided,  that 
those  four  pannels  were  ail  that  ought  to  be  assigned  to 
tJie  commemoration  of  events  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  the  four  remaining  pannels  were  purposely  reserv- 
ed for  subsequent  events  that  might  arise  in  our.  history. 
Mr.  B.  saw  no  good  reason  for  departing  from  ti:c  princi- 
ple then  established.  He  thanked  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  for  his  kind  intention  towards  our  Naval  he- 
roes. He  only  wished  the  gentleman  had  tbougiit  of 
his  plan  a  little  sooner.  Did  not  the  gentleman  see  that 
his  proposition  was  liable  to  the  very  objection  he  him- 
self  had  ui^d.  If  there  was,  as  he  said,  any  thing  in- 
vidious  in  preferring  the  At  my  before  the  Navy  in  our 
proposals  for  commemoration,  would  not  that  very  feel- 
ing be  excited  by  bringing  forward  his  proposition  now  ) 
yVhy  not  wait  till  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  passed  upon  by  the  House  ?  Let 
tlmt  first  be  done,  and  ihen  his  motion  in  favor  of  tlie 
Navy  would  stand  upon  its  own  ground.  Then,  said 
Mr.  B.,  that  gentleman  shall  see  whetlier  this  House  is 
not  fully  prepared  to  express  its  feelings  of  gratitude  for 
our  .naval  achievements.  He  regretted  that  the  subject 
had  slept  so  long.  Not,  indeed,  so  far  as  hhnvelf  was 
concerned,  because  he  had  never  voted  for  any  of  the 
pictures.  Tliis  mode  of  expenditure  was  objectionable, 
according  to  his  view  of  the  principle  it  involved.  But 
lie  had  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  who  had  introduc- 
ed the  resolution,  [Mr.  HaxiitToh]  if  it  were  suffered 
to  pass,  would  immediately  convince  the  House  that  he 
felt  as  warmly  on  the  subject  of  our  naval  victories  as 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.    At  presenti  he  left  it  for 


the  House  to  say  whieh  of  these  two  courses  would  be 
most  for  the  honor  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  D URGES  said  he  had  risen  because  one  of  those, 
whose  acts  it  had  been  proposed  to  commemorate,  by 
the  amendment  now  under  consideration,  was  a  native  of 
that  State,  which  be  had,  in  part,  the  honor  to  represent. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  in  consequence  of  what  had  been  said  b^  the 
mover  of  the  original  resolution,  that  the  multiplymg  of 
amendments  was  well  known,  as  one  of  the  modes  of 
legislative  hostility,  by  which  a  measure,  wluch  it  was 
not  wished  openly  to  oppose,  might  of>en  be  fully  as  ef- 
fectually destroyed^     In  commemorating  deeda  like  those 
contained  in  the  amendment,  he  was  unwilling  that  the 
vote  ^lould  be  taken  under  any  possible  suspicion   of 
mere  party  hostility.    For  his  own  part,  he  was  against 
the  whole,  both  resolution  and  amendment,  because  he 
could  not  believe  that  the- fame  of  any  man  could  be  se- 
cured by  legislative  enactment.    Did  he  think  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  the  future  hme  of  such  a  man  as  Oliver  H. 
Perry  depended  on  any  vote  which  this  House  could 
pass,  hat^b]e  as  he  was,  he  would  not  accept  of  it     No, 
sir,  his  fame  is  already  scoured.    It  is  beyond  your  reach 
or  mine.     But  if  his  actions  were  of  so  little  value  that 
no  artist  would  consider  them  worthy  of  a  voluntaiy  and 
unbought  oommemoration,  then  let  them  go  down  to  ob- 
livion.   But,  sir,  I  say  that  the  victory  on  Lake  Brie  pre- 
sents a  spectacle,  which  no  artist  need  be  persuaded  to 
select.     Artists  will  be  found  who  will  gladly  embark 
their  fame  in  the  same  barge  which  conferred  immortal- 
ity on  that  gallant  man.     But,  for  his  part,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
feh  unfeigned  surprise'when  he  observed  the  solicitude 
of  gentlemen  to  secure  the  glory  of  the  Hero  of  the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans  by  any  vote  of  this  House.     That 
battle  is  not  one  of  those  acliievements  jsrhich  needs  any 
resolution  of  this  kind.     A  vote  of  this  House  (much  as 
we  are  inclined  to  think  of  it)  is  but  a  humble  thinjjr, 
when  placed  alongside  of  those  achievements  which  have 
been  produced  by  our  wars.    The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Dbattoh]  had  contended  that  a  resolu- 
tion for  commemorating  our  Naval  victories  ought  not  to 
come  in  at  the  tail  of  a  resolution  intended  for  any  othter 
purpose.     He  fully  agreed  in  this  sentiment,  and  he 
agreed  with  it,  because  he  held  those  victories,  whether 
we  consider  their  nature,   or  the  consequences  which 
flowed  from  them,  as  infinitely  superior  to  that  which 
had  been  acliieved  at  New  Orleans.    The  victory  of  Lake 
Erie  was  so  especially  ;  because  it  brought  us  into  com- 
petition and  advantageous  comparison  with  Great  Britain 
in  that  kind  of  warfare  which  was  her  peculiar  glory.- 
We  had  already  often  met  and  combated  her  troops  on 
the  land  and  on  the  ocean  :  we  had  again  and  aguin  met 
and  congiiered  her  in  battle,  ship  to  ship,  but  we  had 
never  tillthat  moment  had  an  opportunity  of  grappling 
with  her,  fleet  to  fleet     The  occasion  was  a  great  one, 
and  the  victory  commensurate  to  the  occasion.     A  more 
decided,  a  moi-e  complete,  or  a  more  triumphant  victory, 
was  never  won  by  land  or  sea.     And,  «ir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I, 
for  'one,  am  not  willing  that  that  act  shall  follow  in  the 
train  of  any  military  comet  which  has  shone,  and  glitter- 
ed and  glared  across  this  land.     No;  sir,  let  the  victory 
of  Erie  stand  by  itself.     I  will  not  agree  tliat  a  vote  for 
the  commemoration  of  an  event  like  that  shall  be  tacked 
to  a  resolution,  the  only  object  of  which  is  to  commemo- 
rate the  victory  of  the  Hero  of  Orleans.     It  is  not  my 
intention  to  deny  or  to  disparage  the   merits  of  that 
achievement.     But  I  ask  if  there  is  any  man  here,  who 
feels  his  bosom  swell  and  his  heart  glow  at  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  victory  at  Orleans,  who  docs  not  at  the  same 
time  feel  his  exultation  checked  by  a  pang,  at  the  tliought 
that  such  a  battle,  with  all  its  attendant  carnage  and  woe, 
was  fought  by  two  nations  who  were  at  that  moment  at 
peace  :  that  the  contest,  gloriouaas  it  might  be,  was  « 
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mere  mist&ke  :  that  it  happened  solely  from  the  tardy 
pace  at  which  intelligence  had -unavoidably  to  pass  from 
the  point  of  pacification  to  the  extremity  of  this  Repub- 
lic.    The  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  signed  on  the  22d  of  De- 
cember.    If  the  Angel  which  brought  the  news  of  peace 
across  the  ocean  could  havt;  hastened  his  flight  but  seven- 
teen days,  this  bloodshed,  on  the  8th  of  January  might 
have  been  spared.     And  who  is  there  that  does  not  re- 
gret that  aU  this  glory  had  not  been  won  while  the  na- 
tions were  yet  in  the  career  of  full  and  open  hostility  ? 
"Who  is  there  that  does  not  regret  that  the  drama  should 
have  been  closed  with  such  a  scene  of  blood,  after  all 
the  events  of  the  tragedy  itself  were  finished  and  over  ? 
Not  so  with  the  battle  of  Erie.     That  immortal  victory 
happened  when  it  was  most  needed.     It  stood  out  in 
bold  relief  in  the  midst  of  the  scenes  of  our  national  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  ;  and  its  effect  was  felt  in  the  reno- 
vated courage,  raised  hopes,  and  excited  feeling,  of  all 
who  were  engaged  in  Uie  contest.     I  ask,  then,  if,  when 
the  consequences  of  these  two  victories  are  taken  into 
view,  there  can  be  a^noment's  comparison  between  them? 
Sir,  I  aiB  against  this  measure  on  another  ground.     It 
may  illustrate  our  pride  as  a  nation  to  put  the  warriors 
who  have  served  us  m.  an  attitude  of  glory  upon  can- 
vass, but  methinks  it  would  better  illustrate  the  national 
humanity,  were  we  to  put  those  warriors  themselves  at 
least  in  comfortable  circumstances.     Here  have  we  more 
than  an  hundred  petitions  on  our  table  from  those  who 
once  breasted  the  battle  for  us,  and  are  now  in  circum- 
stances of  actual  want  and  mendicity.     It  would  better 
become  us,  before  we  reward  our  heroes  by  the  pencil, 
to  send  some  scanty  pittance  to  those  who  are  begging 
lit  our  doors.     And  besides,  sir,  we  hav.e  hanging  on  us, 
by  a  slight,  I  grant  you,  and  a  fragile  tie,  a  remnant  still 
surviving  of  the,  soldiers  of  our  first  war.     11) ey,  too, 
l.ave  prayed  us  for  relief,  but  to  tliis  hour  we  have  made 
no  provision  in  their  behalf.     The  plea  urged  by  some 
in  behalf  of  tliese  aged  veterans,  was  met  by  the  alleged 
poverty  of  the  public  Treasury  ;  yet,  now  we  are  asked 
to  put  our  hand  into  that  Treasury,  and  cover  our  walls 
with  more  than  they  can  contain,  while  these  men  arc 
left  to  beg  their  way  through  the  States.     Sir,  what  have 
•we  done  for  the  Usbo  of  our  first  war  ?     We  begged 
his  bones,  and  we  have  le'fl  them  to  moulder,  to  this 
hour,  under  a  covering  of  deal  boards  and  sand.    Would 
to  God  we  could  do  something  to  redeem  our  pledges  of 
respect  to  liib  memory,  before  we  put  our  respect  for  so 
many  others  upon  tlie  canvass. 

Mr.  B.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  he  was  unwilling 
the  House  should  take  any  measure  which  might  lead 
men  to  suppose  that  there  was  not  an  artist  in  the  world 
who  would  attempt,  without  a  bribe,  to  paint  the  victory 
of  New  Orleans, 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  be- 
cause, in  his  apprehension,  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
He  had  no  hostility,  whatever,  to  the  original  resolution, 
but  thought  the  inquiry  ought  to  take  a  more  extended 
form,  and,  at  a  proper  moment,  it  was  his  intention  to 
submit  an  amendment,  intended  to  effect  that  object. 
He  did  not  wish  that  the  House  should  pass  any  resolu- 
tion which  miglit  leave  it  to  be  inferred  that  all  public 
merit  was  divided  between  Military  and  Naval  achieve- 
ments. No,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  tlwnk  the  principle  was 
a  very  wise  and  patriotic  one,  which  was  pursued  in  the 
selection  of  the  subjects  already  executed.  Two  of 
these  were  of  a  military  kind ;  two  othrrs  were,  both  in 
their  conception,  and  in  the  lesson  which  tliey  taught, 
of  a  civil  character ;  and  I  think  that,  in  filling  up  tiie 
remaining  pannels,  the  same  principle  ought  still  to  go- 
vern us.     It  is,  in  my  judgment,  very  important  that,  in 


events,  in  the  civil  Iristoiy  of  this  country,  to  call  for  all 
the  aid  of  all  the  arts.  I  need  not,  I  trust,  repeat  the 
declaration  which  I  made  yesterday  that  I  have  no  de- 
sign, whatever,  to  break  down  the  original  resolution. 
I  am  perfectly  free  to  say,  that,  in  any  series  of  military 
exploits,  which  it  may  be  thought*  necessary  or  proper 
to  commemorate,  the  victory  of  New  Orleans  ought  not 
to  be  omitted.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Hamilton]  said  of  that  victory,  that  it  formed  the 
finale  of  a  series  of  great  achievements.  Well,  sir,  on 
the  gentleman's  own  principle,  if  this  is  the  termination 
of  a  series,  is  it  not,  at  least  natural  to  take,  also,  some 
of  the  actions  which  composed  that  series  ]  The  gentle- 
man also  declared,  and,  I  doubt  not,  with  great  truth, 
that,  in  offering  this  resolution,  he  meant  nothing  invidi- 
ous. But,  will  it  not  be  considered  as  invidious,  when 
he  himself  confesses  there  has  been  a  series  of  great 
actions,  to  fix  upon  one,  alone,  for  commemoration  ?  It 
is,  in  part,  on  this  acconnt,  that  I  wish  to  give  to  the  re- 
solution the  whole  extent  which,  in  my  judgment,  it 
ought  to  embrace. 

Mr.  BARTI.ET T  expressed  his  agrepment  with  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  [Uvmexs]  that  it 
was  an  unfortunate  time  to  propose  this  declaration,  in 
compliment  to  some  of  those  who  have  fought  for  us, 
while  tliere  are  others,  equally  deserving,  who  remain 
unprovided  for.  Before  we  flatter  the  vanity  of  our  he- 
roes, would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  for  their  wants  ^ 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  had  arisen  for  Uie  purpose  of  st^t- 
inr,  that  he  had  prepared,  and  held  in  his  hand,  a  re- 
solution which  would  cover  the  whole  ground,  both  of 
the  amendment  and  the  original  resolution,  Tjie 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^  [Kr. 
D wight]  extends  the  inquiry,  which  was  at  first  con- 
fined to  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  to  events  of  ihe 
Revolution  not  yet  the  subject  of  our  commemoration, 
while  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
STORas]  proposed  to  include  the  naval  victories  of  bc^ 
our  wars.  There  was  an  important  part  of  the  history 
of  our  country,  which  was  not  touched  by  either  of  these 
amendments.  I'hc  resolution  which  he  had  drafted 
would  be  in  order  by  way  of  amendment,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  would  consent  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dwiobt]  should  withdraw  the 
amendment  he  had  offered.. 

■    Mr.   D WIGHT  said   nothino;  would  give  him  more 
pleasure  than  to  obHge  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, [Mr.  Bartlett]  by  accepting  his  amendment  as  a 
substitute  for  his  own,  could  he  do  so  without  abandon- 
ing the  principlea  upon  which  he  had  .originally  offered 
his  own  amendment  to  tlie  resolution  of  tlie  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.     He  was  persuaded  that  the  gentle- 
man himself  would  be  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  the 
refusal,  when  he  heard  the  grounds  upon. which  it  was 
made.     He  had,  he  said,  long  since,  understood,  from 
authority  which  could  not  be  doubted,  that,  when  tlie 
artist  selected  the  four  subjects  embraced  by  his  amend- 
ment, as  the  conclusion  of  a  series  of  historical  paintings, 
that  selection  received  the  sanction  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson.     When  he  saw  the  Rotundo  decorated  on  one 
side  by  such  scenes  as  the  Scij^e  of  Yorktown,  the  Sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  the  Surrender  of  General  Washington's  Commission, 
it  was  painful  to  behold  the  other  side  of  that  splendid 
room  a  bls^uk.     He  lamented  it  the  more,  when  he  saa* 
how  appropriately  it  might  be  covered  by  the  Battle  ©f 
Bimker's  Hill,  the  Attack  on  Quebec,  and  the  Battles  of 
Monmoutli  and   Princeton.     Wiiile  up,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Haxiltov.]     He  luid.  In  depicting 


all  the  details  of  this  great  National  Monument,  we  keep  the  various  modes  of  legislative  hostility  which  might  be 
coosUntly  in  view,  our  obligation  to  teach  a  valuable  '  adopted,  lei  fall  expressions  susceptible  of  a  construction 
ksson  to  posterity.    We  may  find  enough  memorable   whichhisownfeelings  towards  that  honorable  gentlemxa 
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forbid  him  to  suppose  could  have  been  intended.  He 
had  intimated  that  his  own  original  resolution  was  to  be 
siPothere<l  by  the  weight  of  the  amendments  ungener- 
ously thrown  upon  it.  Whatever  was  intended  by  the 
remark,  he  could  not,  in  justice  to  himself,  suffer  it  to 
pass  unnoticed.  If  there  was  a  member  upon  the  floor 
who  did  not  feel  his  heart  swell  with  a  prouder  and  more 
ardent  love  of  country,  when  he  contemplated  the  achiev- 
ments  of  the  general  and  the  army  of  New  Orleans,  he 
was  not  that  man.  But  the  heart  which  was  alive  to  these 
emotions  could  never  be  closed  to  such  as  were  calculat- 
ed to  be  excited  by  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  and  the 
others  to  which  his  amendment  applied.  And  he  could 
never  consent  to  commemorate  by  paintings  a  scene  in 
the  late  war,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  equal  splendor 
in  our  Revolutionary  struggle.  If  his  amendment  were 
adopted,  it  would  embrace  them  all.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  certainly  knew  him  too  well  to  sup- 
pose that  his  feelings  were  of  such  a  contracted  character 
as  to  induce  him  to  refuse  to  call  upon  American  genius 
to  illustrate  American  valor.  To  the  genius  of  AUston,. 
as  an  historical  painter,  he  would  do  all  homag^e,  and  he 
bad  the  satisfiiction  of  believing  that  the  adoption  of  his 
amendment  would  give  full  bcope  to  that  of  both  the  art- 
ists  who  had  been  alluded  to. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Stobrs,  viz  :  "  or  such  of  the  victories 
achieved  by  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  in  their 
opinion  should  be  selected  for  such  national  commemora- 
tion," and  decided  in  the  negative— Ayes  80,  Noes  99. 

The  question  waathen  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
DwioHT,  viz  :  "to  embrace  the  Battles  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
Monmouth,  Princeton,  and  the  Attack  on  Quebec." 

On  this  question  Mr.  STRONG  asked  for  the  Yeas  and 
Nays.  They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and  stood  as 
follows  :  Yeas  83,  Nays  107. 

The  SPEAKER  now  announced  that  the  hour  allotted 
to  the  consideration  of  reports  and  resolutions  had  expired. 
Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  as  the  discussion  was  now 
ended,  and  as  a  postponement  might  lead  to  a  renewal  of 
it,  with  a  view  to  the  economy  of  public  time,  he  would 
now  move  that  the  consideration  of  the  bills  and  messagea 
on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  also  the  orders  of  the  day,  be 
postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  further  considering  the  re- 
solution. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  TAYLOR  demanded  the  Yeas 
and  Nays.     They  were  taken  accordingly,  as  follows  : 
For  the  postponement,        *        -  113 

Against  it,  .        -        -        .  80 

So  the  discussion  proceeded. 

The  question  being  on  the  resolution  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Haxiltoit,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  RANDOLPH,  it  was 
again  read. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then^oved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  read  as  foUows  : 

*'  That  the  Committeepf  the  House  of  RepresentJiHves 
on  the  Library  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  taking  suitable  measures,  at  this  time,  to  procure 
a  series  of  historical  paintings  for  the  empty  pannels  of 
the  Uotundo." 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  tliat  he  should  vote' against  the 
amendment,  and  he  should  state,  in  the  fewest  possible 
words,  why  he  should  do  so.  Many  years  ago,  said  he,  when 
Copgress  sat  in  the  brick  building  to  the  left  oi  this  room, 
a  proposition  not  dl^similtr  to  this  was'brought  forward, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee,  of  which  Committee  I  was 
one.  The  result  of  that  proposition  is  seen  now  in  tlic 
^tundo— it  ended  in  that.  I  should  have  contented  my- 
self with  saying  nothing  on  this  subject,  if  I  had  not  seen 
my  name  in  one  of  the  Annuaries  of  this  country — I  think 
it  was  called  the  American  Annual  Register — printed  at 
Philadelphia,  I  believe— it  is  some  time'  since  I  saw  it — 
represented  lui  having  expressed  a  very  high  opinioni 


whether  of  these  paintings  themselves,  or  of  the*  original 
sketches  of  these  paintings,  I  am  unable  to  say  which. 
That  book,  with  this  representation  in  it,  will  go  down, 
not  to  posterity,  perhaps,  but  to  the  next  generation — ^it 
will  go  no  farther — with  ten  thousand  thousands  of  other 
books,  and  other  misrepresentations,  not  quite  of  so  harm* 
less  a  character.     Now,  as  in  that  representation,  an  opi- 
nion baa  been  expressed  for  me,  in  justice  to  myself,  as 
possessing  the  slightest  possible  pretension  to  the  char- 
acter  of  a  man  pf  taste,  I  protest  agamst  the  whole  of 
these  paintings.     If  this  proposition  for  amendment  is  to 
have  a  similar  effect,  it  will  not  redound  either  to  the 
honor  of  this  body,  or  that  of  the  parties  to  be  represent- 
ed, on  sugh  canvass,  and  in  such  a  manner.     Mr.  R.  here 
disciaime<i  a  disposition  to  say  any  thing  to  wound  the 
feeling  of  any  one—of  an  artist  particularly,  because  ar- 
tists are,  probably,.gmtM  irriiabik^  because  genius  is  ea- 
sily excited— but  he  said,  he  hardly  ever  passed  through 
that  avenue  (the  Rotundo)  to  this  Hall,   (which  was  al- 
most every  day,  the  other  avenues  to  it  being  nearly  im- 
passable) without  feeling  ashamed  of  the  state  of  the  Arts 
in  this  country  :  and,  as  the  pieces  of  the  ^eat  masters 
of  the  art  have,  among  the  ct^osuntif  acquired  a  sort  of 
rwm  dtguare^  so  ought,  in  his  opinion,  the  picture  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  to  be  called  the  Shin-piece^ 
for,  surely,  never  was  there,  before,  such  a  collection  of 
legs  subnnitted  to  the  eyes  of  man. 
'  Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  that  the  reasons  urged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rakdolph]  should  be  ap- 
plied with  the  same  force  against  the  resolution,  as  the 
amendipent     It  was  not  his  purpose  to  attempt  to  resist 
such  application  of  them.  ^  He  had  before  observed  that 
he  thought  it  most  improper,  that  we  should  be  post- 
poning the  applications  of  the  sufferers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion; to  spend  our  time  in  discussing  the  project  of  com- 
plimenting the  officers  of  the  late  war.  With  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Dubois]  he  believed  all 
their  deeds,  worthy  of  remembrance,  had  a  better  secur- 
ity of  being  transmitted  to  posterity,  than  any  paintings 
could  give  them.    But  the  resolution  was  one  of  inquiry 
merely,  and  as  such,  he  wished  ta  give  the  Committee 
the  widest  fields    The  resolution  proposes  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  causing  a  painting  to  kre  executed 
of  a  single  battle  in  the  late  war.     He  preferred  the 
amendment,  because  it  offered  to  the  Committee  a  selec- 
tion  from  many  subjecta   and    of  different    character. 
Among  his  reasons  for  this  preference  was  this,   that  it 
g^ve  them  the  right  to  look  among  the  important  events 
connected  with  our  civil  history,  for  subjects  for  the  pen- 
cil.    He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  he  believed  it  xm- 
portant  to  our  future  prosperity  and  safety,  that  we 
should  not  give  a  fictitious  importance  to  the  military 
character  of  the  country.     This  was  the  fatal  error  into 
which  all  Governments  resembling,  in  any  degree,  our 
own,  had  fallen,  and  it  would  become  us  tb  take  warning 
from  their  fate.  He  would  not  go  into  a  comparison  of  the 
merits  of  men,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  their  coun- 
try in  the  civil  departments,  and  those,  whose  fame  re- 
sult from  a  single  successful  exploit  j  but  he  could  not  but 
approve  the  wisdom  of  the  former  resolution,,  and  -the 
judgment  of  the  artist,  who  in  execution  of  it,  had  se- 
lected two  of  his  sObjects  from  those  connected  with  the 
civil  history  of  the  country — ^the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence and  the  Resignation  of  Washington.    Of  the  other 
subjects  of  this  character  contemplated  by  him  to  com- 
plete the  series,  one  was  **The  Treaty  with  France,** 
and  another,  »•  The  Treaty  of  Peace."     If  we  were  to 
confine  ourselves  to  topics  of  this  character,  our  history 
would  not  soon  fail  us  in  presenting  scenes  of  sufficient 
interest.     If  we  choose  to  go  beyond  those  of  tlie  Revo- 
lution, the  landing  of  our  pilgrim  fathers  has  already  call- 
ed forth  the  effbfrta,  the  succc^ul  efforts,  of  a  distinguish- 
ed Artist.    iTie  Treaty  of  Penn  with  the  Indianj*,  we 
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have  pretended  to  commeinorate  by  an  attempt  at  sculp- 
ture, which  does  no  justice  to  so  interesting  a  subject. 
Could  the  painter  find  nothing  worthy  of  .his  powers  in 
the  chafacter  of  the  individuals,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  assembled,  of  the  first  Congress  of  the 
Colonies;  in  the  Convention  that  framed  ihe  Constitution; 
the  first  Congress  that  was  organized  under  its  provi: 
Mons  f  And  are  these  matters  of  no  interest  to  the  pre- 
sent and  fitture  ages  ?  If  the  subject  must  be^  a  local 
one,  and  additional  interest  is  attach  to  it  from  its  con- 
nexion with  South  Carolina,  surely  the  mover  of  the  res- 
olution could  not  object  to  see  represented  upon  can- 
vass the  immortal  Laurens,  though  in  chains  at  the  feet 
of  a  sovereign  disdaintn^^  and  reiecting  all  that  power 
could  proffer  to  tempt  him  from  me  cause  of  His  country, 
or  a  testimonial  that  should  do  justice  to  his  gallant  and 
.  chivalrous  son»  who  fell  in  ihe  cause^  his  father  so  ably 
and  fearlessly  sustained. 

Another  reason  for  which  he  preferred  the  amendment 
was,  that  it  permitted  the  committee  to  select  also  from 
the  brilliant  scenes  in  our  naval  history.  He  would  not 
attempt  to  recapitulate  or  to  commend  them.  They  need- 
ed it  not.  But  he  would  say,  that  his  judgment  of  their 
Importance,  as  illustrating  the  hist6ry  w  the  country,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  the  times,  depended  not  on 
'  the  greatness  or  splendor  of  (h^  results.  Few  events 
could  better  illustrate^  the  true  spirit  and  real  power  of 
frtemsn,  than  the  achievement  of  the  bold  0'Br»en,  afler 
the  outrage  at  Lexington,  in  the  same  year.  With  his 
neighbors,  five  of  wjiom  were  his  brothers,  the  project 
was  suggested,  of  capturing  a  British  ship  of  war  of  twen- 
ty six  guns,  then,  upon  the  coast.  His  exclamation  was, 
••My  boys  we  can  doit."  'Twas  done.  The  pencil, 
that  dare  attempt  it,  will  never  find  the  subject  un- 
wortliy  of  its  efTorta^  in  the  meeting  of  Jones  in  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  with  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scar- 
borough. The  America]!  flag  in  the  Bay  of  Tripoli  pre- 
sents scenes  and  scenery,  which  the  most  skilful  artist 
may  be  proud  to  copy.  Somers  and  Israel,  and  Wads- 
worth  and  Decatur,  have  executed  designs,,  which  need 
no  decorations  of  imagination  or  fancy.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  advert  to  the  brilliant  achievements  of  the  late 
war,  upon  liie  Atlantic  and  upon  the  lakes. 

Another  reason  for  preferring  the  amendment  Is,  that, 
if  we  are  confined  even  to  military  events,  this  permits 
the  committee  to  select  from  among  them.  They  may 
go  back  to  the  early  scenes  of  our  history.  Personal 
valor  and  heroism  are  not  of  modem  growth.  The  early 
Indian  wars  exhibited  efforts  of  bold  and  successful  dar- 
ing, that  have  since  never  been  surpassed.  The  achieve- 
ment at  Louisburgh  loses  nothing  in  comparison  with 
later  events.  If  we  go  to  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
as  the  mover  of  the  resolution  observed,  that  it  was  fit 
that  we  should  have  exhibited  the  closing  scene  of  the 
late  war,  it  cannot  be  less  fit,  that  we  should  exhibit  the 
first  scene  of  that,  which  secured  to  us  our  present  hap- 
py  form  of  Government.  Among  the  subjects  suggested 
by  the  artist  employed  under  the  former  resolution  of 
CoQgress,  and  yet  unexecuted,  is  that  of  the  '*  Evacuation 
of  ^ew  York,*'  the  "  Death  of  Mercer  at  Princeton,'* 
the  "  Battle  of  Eutaw  Springs;"  Uie  last  of  wliich,  surely 
has  the  advantage  of  local  associations,  to  recommend 
itself  to  tlie  consideration  of  the  mover  cf  this  resolution. 
The  gentleman  found  a  fitness  in  his  pr<5pesing  the  sub- 
ject, and  an  artist  too  for  the  present  work,  in  their  being 
natives  of  th^  State  he  represents.  So  far  as  that  may  in- 
fluence  ou^  wishes,  he  might  feel  as  deep  an  interest  in 
embracing,  with  other  gallant  achievements,  the  battle  of 
Monmouth.  It  was  there  his  brave  countryman,  (Col. 
Cilley)  standing  upon  the  battery,  from  which  he  had 
driven  the  enemy,  being  inquired  of  by  Washington, 
•*  what  brave  troops  are  these?"  answered,  '* full-blooded 
Yankees,  Sir,  from  New  Hampshire,"   .A  title  higher 


than  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  prince  or  potentate  to  be- 
stow..  It  is  too  exalted  a  distinction^  to  be  claimed  ex- 
clusively by  an)r  section  of  the  country.  It  was  riven,  by 
the  enemy,  originally,  in  derision  of  all  those,  who  dared 
assert  and  defend  the  rights  of  fheemen,  against  the  op- 
pressions of  tyranny.  A  name  and  principles,  of 
which,  from  their  associations,  they  should  ever  be 
proud. 

The  Battle  of  Bennington  may  not  have  been  attended 
with  all  the  ^'pomp  and  circumstance"  of  speeches 
and  proclamations,  tnat  have  accompanied  some  other 
occasions:  for  the  only  proclamation  of  the  feariesa 
Stark  was,  "There  is  the  enemy,"  hb  only  speech, 
**  we  will  beat  them,  or,  this  night.  Maty  Stark  is  & 
widow;"  but  in  the  heroism  of  its  leader,  orlhat  of  the 
hardy  yeomanry  who  fought  by  his  side,  it  has  no  where 
been  surpassed.  Will  the  House  prohibit  the  Commit- 
tee fVom  considering  whether  '*  me  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill"  is  worthy  of  the  notice  contemplated  by  the  reso- 
lution f  The  fitness  on  his  part  of  urging  it,  rested  not 
on  the  local  origin  oS  a  commanding  officer,  but  the  citi- 
zenship of  many,  very  many^  of  the  brave  men  who 
there  fought  and  fell.  Ths  orinnal  resolution  propos- 
ed to  us  the  subject  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  and 
commended  to  us  an  artist,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same 
State  of  which  the  commanding  General  had  been  a  citizen. 
The  battle  of  Bunker  HHl  need  not  be  excluded  from  the 
inquiry  of  the  Committee.  It  is  not  intended  to  detract 
from  the  just  praise  due  to  the  Artist  who  was  named 
by  the  gentleman,  by  sayings  that  he  has  a  worthy  and 
succestful  competitor,  in  the  school  of  theu*  common 
master  and  distinguished  countryman,  West,  who  literml- 
ly  was  raised  upon  the  soil,  which  had  drank  the  blootl 
of  the  brave  .men  who  fell  in  the  unequal  fight— it  was 
Morse. 

But  if  we  were  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  events  of 
the  Uite  war,  the  subject  proposed  was  not  the  only  one 
worthy  of  notice.  He  had  no  desire  to  exclude  that 
from  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.  He  had  no 
unwillingness  to  give  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due. 
Yet,  splendid  as  was  that  achievement,  he  could  not  as- 
sent to  the  declaration  of  a  gentleman  that  he  was  "  the 
hero  of  the  late  war,'^  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others  ;  or 
that  •«  he  was  the  man  who  achieved  the  victory  of  New 
Orleans."  There  were  other  men  there,  and  boys  too, 
who  did  not  ••  ingloriously  fiee."  Is  it  our  duty,  by  such 
an  exclusive  resolution,  to  degrade  those  who  fought  at 
Fort  Erie,  Chippewa,  and  Bridgewater  ?  In  Uic  bloody 
scene  of  that  battle,  a  citizen  of  New  Hampshire  had 
earned,  whether  it  ahould  ever  be  awarded  him  or  not, 
a  higher  reputation  for  personal  braver>',  cool  delibeca- 
tion,  and  successful  enterprise,  than  belonged  to  any 
other  individual  of  that  war.  When  asked  by  the  com- 
manding General  if  he  could  drive  the  enemy  from  the 
batteiy,  his  answer  was,  *'I'll  try.  Sir."    It  was  done. 

Hfi  had  adverted  to  these  subjecu  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  bring  to  recollection  scenes  worthy,  at  leaa^  of 
some  attention,  in  connexion  whh  the  one  proposed. 
The  mover  of  the  resolution  had  expressed,  and  moat  de- 
servedly, great  confidence  in  the  Committee  to  whom  be 
had  directed  his  resolution.  If  be  has  equal  confidenoe 
in  the  merit  of  his  proposition,  he  ought  not  to  hesitate  to 
submit  it  to  their  decision  on  the  brcMdest  principle  of  i&- 
quirv. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the  par- 
pose  of  protracting  the. debate:  for  he  was  conscious  how- 
ever great  the  interest  he  felt  in  the  resolution,  that  the 
discussion  had  been  already  prolonged  much  bryond  tKe 
period  which  the  intrinsic  menta  of  tlie  subject  miglu 
seem  to  deserve.  He  would,  therefore,  not  emulate  tl)« 
example  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Uampalairc, 
[l^lr.  BAaTLKTT>]  by  travelling  over  the  historical  detiul 
with  which  he  had  been  pleased  to  entertain  the  House 
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-^a  detail  which  had  satisfied  him,  from  its  prolixity,  I  and  it  is  now  in  the  Rotundo,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  has 
that  many  of  the  events  were  much  more  happily  dispos*  f  broaf^ht  us  more  pbgiie  than  profit.  And  if  the  fine  arts 
cd  of  where  they  were  placed  in  the  records  of  our  his- 1  cannot  thrive  in  this  country  without  getting  up  Govern* 


tory,  than  they  would  be,  if  transferred  to  the  canvass. 
He  was  inclined  to  indulge  in  this  criticism  if  he  took 
for  the  gronping  of  tiie  picture  the  events  in  the  order 
in  which  they  bad  been  narrated  by  the  gentleman 
himself.  ^ 

Nor  would  he  emulate  that  gentleman  in  another  ex* 
ample,  who  has  certainly  not  exempted  the  old  adage, 
that  "comparisons  are  odious,*'  from  its  usual  penalty. 
He  may  retain  all  the  fruits  of  this  example { I  will  not 
follow  it.  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  the  invidousness 
of  challenging  a  single  comparison,  or  running  a  single 
parallel.  1  would  not  purchase,  if  I  could,  the  success 
of  my  resolution  by  underrating  even  the  humblest 
achievement  which  has  contributed  to  the  sum  of  our  na- 
tional glory.  Nothing  shall  provoke  me  into  this  species 
of  war. 

But,  air,  I  rose  merely  for  the  single  purpose  of  repel* 
ling  an  insinuation  of  the  gentleman,  that  there  was  some- 
thing of  a  sectional  selfishness  in  the  motive  which  had  dic- 
tated my  resolutisn.  The  gentleman  intimates  that  I  am 
mistaken  ;  9ir,  he  may  not  have  so  intended — but  he  rung 
the  changes  so  repeatedly  on  "South  Carolina,"  and  so 
oAen  appealed  to  what  he  seemed  to  regard  as  my  sel- 
fish feelings,  by  asking  why  I  would  not  select  such  and 
such  event  from  the  Revolutionafy  history  of  South  Caro- 
lina, as  a  fit  subject  for  the  painter,  that  it  surely  was  a 
mistake  into  which,  not  I  alone,  but  others,  might  very 
naturally  have  fallen. 

Sir,  I  desire  my  own  words  should  be  my  own  interpre- 
ters. I  did  not  say  that  I  had  offered  the  resolution  because 
General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Allaton  were  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  but  only  indicated  that  an  accidental  con- 
juncture of  circumstances  had  led  to  what  might  prove 
a  happy  congruity,  that  tlie  valor  and  conduct  of  the 


one  might  be  illustrated  by  the  genius  and  taste  of  the 
other.  If  there  be  any  thing  censurable  in  cherishing 
this. emotion  of  State  pride,  I  must  bear  it.  I  would 
rather  suH'cr  the  penalty  than  be  destitute  of  the  senti- 
ment. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  contribute  to  any  further  or  unne- 
cessary consumption  of  time.  All  I  desire,  now,  is,  that 
the  question  may  no  longer  be  postponed. 

The  question  being  now  put,  on  the  amendment  mov- 
ed by  Mr.  Evxrxtt,  Mr.  STOKRS  asked  that  it  be  taken 
by  Yeas  and  Nays.  It  was  taken  accordingly,  and  decid- 
ed by  Teas  and  Nays,  as  follows  :  YeM  87,  Nays  105. 
So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Evxrktt  was  rejected. 
BIr.  STEWART  now  moved  the  following  amendment 
to  Mr.  Haxiltok's  resolution,  to  come  in  aner  the  word 
•*  New-Orleans,"  viz  :  '**  battle  on  Lake  Erie,  and  such 
cither  subjects  as  they  may  select,  to  fill  the  four  vacant 
pannels  in  the  Kotundo." 

Mr.  STEWART  said,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  pro- 
tract the  debate.  The  victory  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion would  fill  one  pannel  only,  but  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  House  sliould  provide  for  filling  all  the 
four.  He  was  in  favor  of  having  the  battle  of  New-Orleans 
to  occupy  one  of  the  pannels,  and  he  had  worded  his  re- 
solution so  as  to  embrace  it. 

Mr.  McCOY  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
as  he  had  been  to  all  the  others,  and  not  more  opposed 
to  the  amendments  than  he  was  to  the  original  motion. 
I  (said  Mr.  McC.)  am  against  laying  out  the  money  of 
this  nation  for  pictures.  It  is  my  opinion  that,  in  this  a||;e 
of  civilization,  any  such  mode  of  commemoration,  as  in* 
tended  to  carry  down  the  memory  of  the  heroes  and  wise 
men  of  a  nation  to  posterity,  is  wholly  unnecessary.  The 
art  of  Printing,  I  think  a  much  better  and  much  surer 
mode  of  perpetuating  great  actions,  whether  military,  na- 
val or  civU.  I  think  we  have  had  a  sample  of  the  fine  arts. 
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ment  jobs,  why,  I  say,  let  them  fail.  1  should  be  as  much 
in  favor  of  commemorating  the  victory  at  New-Orleans  aa 
any  other  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  1  am  opposed  to 
the  whole  business,  and  I  m«ve  you,  that  both  the  reso- 
lution and  the  amendment  b%  laid  upon  the  table,  with 
the  understanding  that  they  shall  lie  there  during  the" 
rest  of  the  Session. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  BARTLBTT  asked  the  Yeas  and 
Nays.  They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and  taken  ac- 
cordingly, as  follows  :  Yeaa  88,  Ni^»  109. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 
Mr.  WOODCOCK  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  discusa 
the  question,  after  so  much  time  had  been  spent  upon  it. 
He  would  ask  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania*  [Mr.  8tkw- 
amt]  to  accept  a  modification  of  his  amendment.  The 
House  had  been  asked  to  couple  the  commemoration  of 
the  glorious  victory  of  New-Orleans  (and  there  was  ne 
man  who  thought  more  highly  of  that  achicTement  than 
he  did,)  with  some  events  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  House  had  refused  this  request.  He  would  now 
submit  the  propriety  of  filling  some  of  the  vacant  pan- 
nels with  some  of  the  victories  of  the  late  war.  He  Uiea 
moved  to  amend  Mr.  Stkwabt's  proposed  amendment* 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  **  Erie,'*  the  following  words: 
"  The  battle  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  victory  on  LakQ 
Champlain." 

Mr.  STEWART  accepted  this  as  a  modification  of 'his 
amendment,  from  which  he  also  struck  out  the  wevda 
**  and  such  other  subjects  as  they  may  select  to  fUl  the 
four  vacant  pannels  ro  the  Rotundo.'*  So  that  the  amend- 
ment, as  modified,  would  read,  *'  To  insert,  after  the 
word '*  New-Orleans,"  the  words  *'the  battle  on  Lake 
Erie,  the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  victory  on  Lake 
Champiain." 

On  this  question,  the  Yeaa  and  Nays  were  demanded 
by  Mr.  Skoavx,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  OAKLEY  said,  that  as  the  Yeaa  a«kd  Naya  bad  been 
ordered,  he  wished  to  state  the  reasons  why  he  shoakl 
vote  against  this  amendment,  although  he  bad  voted  in 
favor  of  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Blassacfau- 
setts,  [Mr.  EvsasTT  ]  It  had  been  his  wish  that  all  the 
pannels  of  the  Rotundo  should  be  occupied  by  subject! 
taken  from  the  war  of  the  Revolution  alone,  but  gather* 
ing  from  the  result  of  the  votes  taken,  that  it  was  the 
sense  of  the  House  that  a  decision  should  be  had  on  the 
original  resolution,  takfo  separately,  and  this  amendment 
having  no  relation  to  the  events  oif  the  Revolution,  he 
had  no  inducement  left  for  voting  in  its  favor* 

Mr.  WOODCOCK  said,  that  he  should  not  have  aaked 
the  modification,  had  not  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dwi»ht]  proposing  to  fill 
the  remainmg  pannels  with  events  from  the  Revolution, 
been  decided  in  the  negative.  He  inferred,  from  that 
vote,  that  it  was  the  will  of  the  House  not  to  have  any 
more  paintings  of  the  scenes  in  the  Revolution.  Seeing 
that  this  could  not  be  obtained,  his  next  wish  was,  to  fiB 
the  panneb  with  events  ot  our  second  war.  He  thought 
it  would  be  no  disparagement,  either  to  the  victory  of 
New.Orleans,  or  to  the  commander  who  won  it,  to  be 
placed  alongside  of  the  Heroes  of  the  Revolution,  and  he 
had  endeavored  to  select,  in  addition  to  that  victory,  such 
events  as  he  thought  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
Mr.  MARVIN,  of  New-York,  said,  that  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  reminding  the  Houae  that  the  original  re* 
solution  proposed  an  inquiry  only,  and  not  any  order  ; 
and,  tliat  they  might  have  the  whole  subject  fuUy  before 
them,  he  thought  it  would  be  preferable  that  all  the  sub- 
jects which  the  House  thought  of  pecuUar  interest,  should 
be  laid  befbce  th^m  at  the  same  time.  He  was^  therefore* 
n  fiivor  of  the  amendment 
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Mr.  JENNINGS  said,  that  he  had  already  »veQ  his 
vote  against  sfome  of  the  amendments  which  had  been 
ofTered,  and  he  should  vote  against  that  now  proposed. 
He  was  desirous  to  rote  on  the  proposition  as  it  was  ori- 
ginally presented,  and  leave  himself  at  liberty  to  follow 
such  a  course  as  he  might  think  most  proper,  on  other 


rinea,  and  infantry,  serving  as  such,  att«ched  to  the  squad- 
ron under  his  command,  for  the  decisive  and  glorious 
victory  gained  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  tenth  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
over  a  British  squadron  of  superior  force. 
I      '<  Besolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
propositions  which  mijifbt  be  subsequently  offered.     He  I  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  emblem 
regretted  that  gentlemen  seemed  to  persist  in  urging  the    atical  (rf  the  action  between  the  two  squadrons,  «»n^  •' 


original  measure,  as  a  matter  of  such  vast  importance. 
For  himself,  he  was  disposed  to  think,  that  the  victory  of 
New-Orleans  had  already  been  celebrated,  as  well  by 
public  as  by  private  acts,  more  than  any  victory  achiev- 
ed during  the  late  war.  l1ie  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts had  made  it  the  subject  of  one  of  their  public  acts, 
and  he  well  remembered  to  liave  seen  every  door  and 
window  of  the  City  of  Washington  illuminated  upon  that 
occasion.  Subsequently  to  this,  he  had  witnessed,  in  the 
House  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (now  President  of 
the  United  States,)  what  he  thought  was  due  to  him  and 
to  the  event.  If  any  thing  like  party  spirit  was  thous1)t 
to  mingle  in  the  present  discussion,  for  himself  he  Sis- 
claimed  it  entirely,  'and  sliould  vote  against  the  present 
amendment  on  the  grrounds  he  had  already  stated. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  enauired  of  the  Ch^b  whether, 
should  this  amendment  be  adopted,  it  would  then  be  sus- 
ceptible of  further  amendment  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  to  the  query  of  Mr.  R.  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  then  said,  that,  before  the  Yeas  and 
Nays  were  taken,  he  should  read,  as  his  reason  for  vot- 
ing against  the  amendment,  the  following  resolution. 
Mr.  R.  then  read,  from  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  fol- 
^  lowing  : 

"  Ruohedj  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
.of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
given  to  Major-General  Jackson,  and,  through  him,  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re|^lar  army,  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  of  the  volunteers  under  his  comin>nd,  the  greater 
proportion  of  which  troops  consisted  of  militia  and  volun- 
teers, suddenly  collected  together,  for  their  uniform  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  against 
the  enemy,  from  tlie  time  of  liis  landing  before  New-Or- 
leans, until  his  final  expulsion  therefrom  ;  ami  particu- 
larly for  their  valor,  skill,  and  good  conduct.  An  the  8th 
of  January  last,  in  repulsing,  with  great  slaughter,  a  nu- 
'  merous  British  army,  of  chosen  veteran  troops,  when  at- 
tempting, by  a  bold  and  daring  attack,  to  carry  by  storm 
the  works  hastily  thrown  up  for  the  protection  of  New- 
Orleans  ;  ami,  thereby,  obtaining  a  most  signal  victory 
over  the  enemy,  with  a  disparity  of  loss,  oh  his  part,  un- 
exampled in  military  annals.  # 

«'  iUtohed^  I'hat  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with  de- 
vices emblematical  of  this  splendid  achierement,  and 
presented  to  Msjor-General  Jackson,  as  a  testimony  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  Cong^ss  of  his  judicious  and 
jdistinguished  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

"  Stsohedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  com- 
municated to  Bfajor-General  Jackson,  in  such  terms  as 
he  may  deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  ob- 
jects thereof.** 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said  that  he  would  give  his  reason, 
also,  for  voting  iii  favor  ofHhe  amendment ;  and  he  would 
do  so  after  the  example  just  set  him  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  Mr.  W.  then  read,  from  the  acts  of  Con- 
f^resB,  the  following : 

**  lUaohed^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Uepresenta 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem* 
bled.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  presented  to  Captain  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and 
through  him,  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  acAmcn,  ma- 


and  to 
present,  them  to  Captain  Perry  and  Captain  Jesse  D.  El- 
liot, in  such  manner  as  will  be  most  honorable  to  them  ; 
and  that  the  President  be  further  requested  .to  present  a 
silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  to  each 
of  the  commissioned  officers,  whether  of  the  army  or  na. 
vy,  serving  on  board,  and  a  sword  to  each  of  the  mid- 
shipmen and  sailing-masters,  who  so  nobly  distinguished 
themselves  on  that  memorable  day. 

«•  Resolved,  That  the  President  cf  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  present  a  silver  medal,  with  like  emblems 
and  devices,  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieutenant 
John  Brooks,  of  the  marines,  and  a  sword  to  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  Midshipmen  Henry  Laub,  and  Thomas 
Claxton,  Jr.  and  to  communicate  to  them  the  deep  re- 
gret which  Congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  those  galhint  men 
whose  names  ought  to  live  in  the  recollection  and  affec- 
tion of  a  grateful  countiy,  and  whose  conduct  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  an  example  to  future  generations. 

•«  Rttahed,  That  three  months'  pay  be  allowed,  exclu- 
sively  of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the  petty  oflieers, 
seamen,  marines,  and  infiintry,  serving  as  such,  who  so 
gloriously  supported  the  honor  of  the  American  flag, 
under  the  orders  of  their  gallant  commander,  on  that 
signal  occasion." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  araendnienf  of  Mr. 
STXWAaT,  with  Mr.  Woodcock's  modification,  and  deci- 
ded by  Yeas  and  Nays,  as  follows  :  Yess  85,  Nays  lOS. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr  RANDOLPH  now  moved  to  amend  the  original 
resolution,  by  striking  out  the  words  <*  Committee  on 
the  Library,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  "a  Select 
Committee." 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  he  had  made  this  motion  out 
of  no  disre^ect  to  the  Library  Committee  «  and,  after 
some  other  observations  (not  distinctly  heard)  he  said 
that  he  was  not  himself,  and  had  not  for  many  years,  been 
a  member  of  that-Committee.     He  had  incurred  the  dis- 
grace of  being  cashiered  from  that  committee  some  twen- 
ty years  ago.     [He  had  at  the  same  time  been  a  member 
of  another  Committee,  (Ways  and  Means)  upon  whicli 
the  Speaker  had  recently  done  him  the  honor  to  place 
him,  after  an  interval  of  twenty  years.]    Now,  said  Mr. 
R.  I  take  it  that  the  members  of  the  Library  Committee 
are  selected  for  their  learning,  and  their  khovledg-e  of 
books — I  should  suppose  so,  a  priori,  certainly  \  which  is 
a  subject  very  distinct  fVom  the  fine  arts,  although  an  ac- 
quaintance with  both  may  be  (because  they  have  been) 
united  in  the  same  person,  and,  for  any  thin^  I  know, 
may  be  so  in  the  person  of  e\ery  individual  compo«ng 
the  committee.     But  I  wish  to  give  to  the  Speaker  an  op- 
portunity of  selecting,  to  compose  this  committee,  in  case 
the  resolution  should  pass,  such  individuals  in  the  Housr. 
as  may  happen  to  be  best  acquainted,  not  merely  vrth 
fine  arts,  but  with  painting  particularly— for,  among  the 
professors  of  the  fine  arts  many  excel  in  one  department, 
who  do  Hot  in  another  ;  and,  although  the  arts  were  sasi 
to  be  sisters,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  prefer  the  judgment 
of  a  Canova  or  a  Chantry  in  Sculpture,  as  he  would  of  % 
Weber  on  a  piece  of  music,  and  as  he  would  anquest'tona- 
bly  prefer  that  of  Lord  Byron  as  a  poet,  8ic.      He  added 
that  he  had  not  made  the  motion  until  he  was  saiis6eJ 
that  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  would  accept  U  as  a 
part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.    HAMILTON  said,  that  his  acceptance  of   t' e 
amendment,  which  bib  honorable  friend  from  Virgiua 
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(Mr.  Raitoolph)  had  offered,  night  subject  him  to  the 
imputation  of  inconsistency,  unaccompanied  by  an  ex- 
planation. 

He  had  sai<]^  yesterday,  that  he  felt  entire  g^ti6cation 
in  confiding  hif  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary. What  he  was  going  to  say,  to^chiy,  might  prove 
that  candor  was  not  the  most  profitably  commodity  a 
maB  can b finite  market,  although,  under  all  cireum- 
stances,  it  is  invariably  the  most  creditable.  He  would 
out  with  it,  and  declare  that  he  had  changed  his  mind « 
Aiid,  as  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Library, 
mccording  to  his  humble  view  of  the  subject,  had  voted 
for  every  proposition  calculated  to  defeat  this  resolution, 
•they  were,  therefore,  unfit  depositaries  for  the  subject- 
matter.  He  would  profit  by  the  fable.  He  would  not  put 
the  lamb  to  nurse  to  the  wolf. 

Mr.  EVERETT  now  said,  that  he  felt  much  indebted 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  R*.xdgu>b  )  and 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton,) 
€w  the  amendment  which  went  to  strike  out  ••the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,"  and  insert '<a  select  committee.^' 
It  would  free  him  fi^m  what  he  considered  as  a  heavy 
burden  :  for,  without  undertaking  to  speak  for  the  other 
members  of  the  Library  Committee,  he  was  conscio^is, 
for  himself,  of  not  being  in  the  least  degree  qualified  for 
the  Usk  imposed  on  him,  and  he  felt  greatly  relieved  by 
the  adoption,  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  of 
the  amendment  ol  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  S.  WOOD,  of  New  York,  (a  member  of  the  Li- 
brary  Committee)  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  Soutli 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton)  was  mistaken  in  the  inference 
he  had  drawn  from  his  (Mr.  Wood's)  vote,  formerly  given. 
I  am  for  this  picture,  but  I  am  for  others  also,  and  one 
reason  is,  that  I  believe  the  contract  with  Mr.  A  listen  can 
be  made  on  much  better  terms  if  we  Engage  him  for  the 
whole  series  of  paintings,  than  if  he  were  to  paint  one 
only.  1  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  before  proposed, 
because,  if  it  had  been  adopted,  we  should  have  had 
the  whole  field  of  the  national  history  before  us,  from 
which  to  select  the  proper  subjects.  Our  report  would 
have  been  submKtea  to  the  House,  and  they  could  have 
passed  upon  it  in  such  a  manner  as  thev  thought  proper. 
We  have  four  pannels  only,  and  not  a  picture  gallery,  and 
when  four  subjects  have  been  selected,  there  our  cog. 
'  nixance  of  the  subject  ends.  In  my  judgment  it  would 
be  better  to  fill  all  the  pannels  now.  Should  this  be  de- 
'  termined  on,  it  is  probable  Mr.  Allston  might  be  more 
easily  prevailed  on  to  break  his  connexions  where  be 
now  is,  and  come  at  the  National  caU.  Such  a  course  I 
should  deem  more  prudent  than  to  contsact  with  him  for 
u.  single  picture  only. 

Mr.  WOODCOCK  then  moved  to  Amend  the  modified 
f         motion  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Library  Commit- 
tee,    instead  of  a  select  committee  ;   which  motion  was 
;        decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  OAKLEY  rose  to  propose  an  amendment,  which 
f       he  did  not  doubt  would  be  acceptable  to  the  mover  of 
the  resolution.     Its  object  was  not  to  add  any  new  paint- 
y       ing9,  but  merely  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  those 
already  in  the  Rotundo.     He   had  been  told  that  thove 
,       pictures  were  already  sustaining  injury  from  the  damp- 
;       iiess  of  the  walls,  and  it  was  important  that  some  mode 
should  be  adopted  of  arresting  what  must  otherwise  very 
soon  destroy  them  entirely.     He  then  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment  : 

<*And  that  the  same  Commivtee  also  be  instructed  to 
inquire  what  measures  are  necessary  to  preserve  tiie 
paintings  already  placed  in  the  Rotundo." 

.     Mr.   HAMILTON   signified  his  acceptance  of  this 

sMmendment  as  a  modification  of  his  resolution. 

.    Mr.   P.   P.    BARBOUR,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  as  he 

»liould  vote  a/B^iitst  the  resolution,  he  would  ask  the  in* 

ciulgiince  of  the  House,  v^hile,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  him- 


self, he  stated  the  reasons  which  woul  d  actuate  him  upon 
this  occasion.  None,  said  Mr.  B.,  can  hold  in  higher  es- 
timation Uiat  cp'eat  military  achievement  wjiich  it  is  now 
proposed  to  hand  down  to  posterity  by  the  aid  of  one  of 
the  fine  arts ;  nor  oan  any  hold  in  more  exalted  estimation 
the  distinguished  individual  who  planned  and  executed 
it.  It  is  a  deed  which  has  cast  around  him  a  halo  of  gloiy, 
and  has  added  largely  to  the  stock  of  the  national  reputa* 
tion.  My  sentiments  in  regard  to  that  individual  I  had  an 
opportunity,  about  eight  years  ago,  of  expressing  public* 
ly  in  this  House,  and  when  occasion  shall  require,  I  am 
prepared  to  give  yet  stronger  evidence  of  the  high  estima- 
ation  which  I  think  his  character  justly  merits.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  from  uny  objection  to  the  individual,  one  oif 
whose  actions  it  is  now  proposed  to  commemorate,  that 
I  object  to  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  If  I  voted  for 
any  subject  for  this  painting,  I  should  undoubtedly  place 
this  first  in  order,  as  I  deem  it  to  be  the  first  in  impor* 
tance. 

I  was  a  member  of  the  House  when  the  former  reso- 
lution passed  ordering  the  painting^  which  are  no«'  in 
the  Rotundo.  I  voted  against  that,  and  on  the  same 
principles  must  vote  against  this  also.  My  reasons  for 
both  is,  that  I  do  not  hold  it  to  be  a  proper  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money  to  devote  it  to  purposes  of 
ornament.  I  call  this  a  purpose  of  ornament,  because, 
in  my  decided  opinion,  there  is  abettei  mode  of  handing 
down  great  actions  to  posterity  than  either  painting  or 
statuary.  The  House  has  this  day  heard  read  two  reso- 
lutions  of  thanks  passed  by  the  assembled  RepYesentatives 
of  the  whole  American  People.  The  individuals  named  in 
the'se  resolutions  may  be  truly  said  to  have  their  **names^ 
enrolled  in  the  Capitol,"  there  to  live  as  long  as  the  ar- 
chives of  this  Government  shalKsurvive  the  stroke  of 
time.  My  opinion  is,  that,  so  far  as  regards  the  present 
generation,  the  individual  who  achievea  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans  has  his  monument  in  the  hearts  of  all  his 
countrymen  $  and  a^  it  respects  the  generations  to'  come, 
the  page  of  impartial  history  will  better  carry  down  his  ^ 
actions  than  any  perishable  monument  which  the  arts ' 
could  raise.  And  as  to  the  moral  effect  attributed  to 
such  monuments,  so  long  as  the  high  spirit  of  liberty 
which  now  animates  Uiis  nation  shall  prevail,  it  wants  no- 
thing to  preserve  it;  and  when  it  shall  once  have  passed 
away,  nothing  that  the  arts  can  do  will  ever  restore  it. 
What  says  the  experience  of  mankind  f  Those  periods  of 
the  world  when  painting  and  sculpture  were  at  their 
highest  point  of  perfection,  were  not  the  periods  of  its 
proudest  character. 

In  Rome,  so  long  as  the  Republic  lasted,  painting  and 
sculpture  were  comparatively  little  known,  and  even  the 
Greeks,  who  excelled  them  most  in  both,  after  they  had 
carried  these  arts  to  perfection,  were  conquered  by  the 
Romans,  and  the  Romans,  when  they  had  learned  them, 
were  conquered  in  their  turn.  Nor  did  the  spirit  which 
has  been  recently  awakened  in  modern  Greece,  derirve 
its  source  from  any  relicts  of  the  paintings  of  their  ances- 
tors, but  rather  from  reading  their  exploits  on  the  page 
of  history. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  then  rose.  It  might  appear  strange, 
he  said,  that  he  too  should  vote  against  the  resolution, 
after  the  votes  which  he  had  given  upon  the  amendments 
proposed  to  it.  But  he  held  it  to  be  perfectly  parliamen- 
tary to  make  a  proposition  as  perfect  as  possible,  and, 
having  done  so,  to  vote  against  it  altogether  upon  priii- 
ciple.  He  would  state  his  reasons  for  doing  so  on  the 
present  occasion,  even  more  succinctly  than  his  worthy 
colleague  had  done  before  him.  If  the  House  acted 
upon  the  subject  of  this  resolution  at  all,  Mr.  R.  said,  he 
was  satisfied  that  they  ought  to  act  upon  it  singly  ;  and 
the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  had  been  read  by  the 
gentleman  beliind  him,  as  a  sort  of  set-off  against  that 
which  he  bad  himself  read,  had  only  confirmed  him  in 
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thftt  opinion  :  for,  he  said,  it  would  be  found,  upon  em- 
mining  the  resolution  in  re|[fard  to  the  victory  at  New  Or- 
leans that  General  Jackson,  and  General  JaclBaon  alone, 
was  named  in  it :  whilst,  in  the  other  resolution,  the 
glory  was  shared  by  others  besides  Commodore  Perry, 
who,  though  not  so  distinguished  as  he,  yet  partook 
largely  of  the  merit  of  the  achievement. ' 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  concurred  entirely  in  what'  had  been 
Mid  by  his  worthy  and  respectable  c<^league,  on  this 
subject ;  and,  if  he  would  give  him  leave,  he  could  tell 
hun  that  he  had  heard  similar  sentiments  expressed  in 
this  House  by  one  (Mr.  Macobt)  who  might  be  called  Ihe 
Fabricius  of  this  country.  It  was  at  the-last  Session  of  the 
Presidency  of  the  elder  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  said,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proposition  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
or  a  pyramid  to  the  memory  of  Washington,  that  the 
sure  way  to  commemorate  his  virtues,  was  to  put  his  Life 
into  the  hands  of  every  schoolboy  in  the  country.  In 
ancient  days,  Mr.  R.  said,  monuments  were  resorted  to, 
to  commemorate  public  events  or  individual  fame.  What 
bad  become  of  them  }  It  was  the  vote,  and  not  the  work 
of  the  artist,  which  conferred  honor.  And  here  he  would 
speak  in  the  words  of  another  man,  who  as  justly  might 
be  called  the  Dentatus  of  America,  as  the  one  to  whom 
he  hsd  before  alluded  might  be  called  the  Fabricius,  and 
who  had  scarcely  his  superior  in  sagacity.  I  speak,  said 
Mr.  R.  of  Roger  Sherman,  and  of  wh^t  I  heard  with  my 
own  ears.  When  a  number  of  propositions  for  the  erec- 
tion of  monuments  were  made,  some  of  which  the  whole 
means  of  the  Treasury  would  have  been  inadequate  to 
cany  into  effect,  he  said  that  the  monument  was  the  vote 
to  erect  one ;  that  posterity  would  never  inquire  where  the 
monument  was.  It  is  tlie  vote,  that  is  the  monument. 
Sir,  what  has  become  of  the  monuments  of  Egypt  ?  They 
stand,  to  be  sure,  in  the  sands  of  the  desert ;  but  we  do 
not  know  who  built  them.  Where  is  the  memory  of  Ho- 
mer  f  Where  his  monument  ?  His  memoir  lives,  at  the 
end  of  tliree  thousand  years,  as  green  and  as  great  as 

ever.  — — sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  no  roan  whp  has 

ever  walked  through  Westminster  Abbey,  will,  in  my 
opinion,  be  in  fi&vor  of  erecting  monuments  to  commemo. 
rate  public  services.  We  hear  of  W^tminster  Abbey  : 
it  is  an  imposing  name,  and  an  imposiag  thing.  But  it 
is  the  vote— the  vote,  and  the  Speech  in  the  House  of 
Commons  which  accompanies  it,  to  bury  an  individual 
there  at  the  public  expense,  that  gives  its  value  to  the 
distinction.  But  go  there,  and,  as  in  many  other  cases 
•f  real  life,  the  dear  delusion  is  torn  away.  Like  the 
tombs  of  Hamilton  and  Washington,  Mr.  R.  said,  the 
monuments  are  disfigured  by  the  hands  of  mischievous 
■chool'boys  ;  and  misei-able  things  sticking  against  the 
wall  commemorate  the  talents  of  such  men  as  Gray,  Shake- 
speare, Ben  Jonson,  &c.  The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  put  the  nail  in. the  coffin  of  the 
resolution.  You  are  going,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  put  paintings 
into  a  room  not  furnished,  uninhabited,  and  uninhabita- 
ble. 1^  in  the  fine  climate  of  Italy,  and  under  the  im- 
mediate  care  of  skilful  pei-sons,  the  pictures  of  the  old 
masters  are  so  damaged  as  almost  to  have  lost  their  value, 
what  wonld  become  of  pictures,  in  a  climate  like  this, 
where  for  forty  days  we  have  scarcely  seen  the  sun,  in- 
urned  in  a  spacious  vapor-bath— in  a  room  not  only  not 
furnished,  but  not  inhabited.  Mr,  R.  made  some  furtlier 
observations  upon  the  structure  of  the  Rotundo,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  intimated  that  he  might  be  dispos- 
ed to  support  a  proposition  of  the  genUeman  firom  South 
Carolina,  for  the  furtlier  decoration  of  the  Rut  undo,  if  it 
would  not  make  the  room  more  of  a  nuisance  than  the 
utmost  efibrts  of  aixhitecture  had  already  been  able  to 
make  it^ 

To  conclude,  Mr.  R  said,  if  he  had  voted  for  any  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  pictures  for  the  apartment  he  had 
been  speaking  of,  it  would  liavc  been  for  this,  and  this ' 


only,  now  before  the  House.  God  forbid  that  he  should 
disparage  the  merits  of  Perry — ^but  he  would  say  thus 
much  :  tliat  as  Genera]  Washington  stood  on  the  canvass 
of  the  Revolution  alone  and  prominent,  so  stands  General 
Jackson  in  the  history  of  the  late  war.  We  hear  of  other 
things,  of  that  period,  it  is  true,  but  they  remind  us  of 
the  radiancy  of  the  moon  and  stars  after  the  sun  has 
risen,  or,  rather,  of  the  stars  after  the  moon  appears— 
Juiium  9idu»,  vehU  inter  ignes 
Luna  minorta. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
HAMILTON,  as  modified  by  Mr.  RANDOLPH,  it  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  navs,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— William  Addiams,  Willis  Alston,  John  Ander- 
son, William  S.Archer,  John  S.Barbour^  Stephen  Barlov, 
John  Barney,  Daniel  L.  Barringer,  Burwcll  Baasett, 
Edward  Bates,  George  O.  Belden,  John  Bell,  John  Blair, 
William  L.  Brent,  John  H.  Bryan,  3aroes  Buchanan, 
Rudolph  Bunner,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Samuel  P.  Carson, 
John  Carter,  John  C.  Clark,  Rioliard  Coulter,  David 
Crockett,  Henry  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Warren  R.  Daris, 
Robert  Desha, William  Drayton,  Joseph  Duncan*  Jonas 
Earll,  jr.  James  Findlay»  Tomlinson  Fort,  Chauncey  For- 
wvd.  Levin  Gale,  Nathaniel  Garrow,  Innis  Green,  Henry 
H.  Gurley,  William  Haile,  John  Hallock,  jr.  James  Ham- 
ilton,  jr.  Jonathan  Harvey,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  Michael 
Hoflrman,  Gabriel  Holmes,  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  Samuel 
D.  Ingham,  Jacob  C.  Isacks,  Jonathan  Jennings,  J ero- 
mus  Johnson,  Richard  Keese,  George  Kremer,  Joseph 
Lawrence,  Joseph  Lecompte,  Prior  Lea,  Edward  Living- 
ston, Wilson  Lumpkm,  Chittenden  Lyon,  John  H.  Mar- 
able,  William  D.  Martin,  Dudley  Marvm,  Robert  McHat- 
ton,  Samuel  McKean,  John  McKee,  William  UcVewtn, 
Charles  F.  Mercer,  Daniel  H.  Miller,  John  Mitchell,  Tha, 
R.  Mitctiell,  JamesrC.  Mitchell,  Thomas  P.  Moore«  Oa- 
bricl  Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  William  T.  Nuckolls, 
Thomas  J.  Oakley,  Elisha  Phelps,  Daiid  Plant,  James 
K.  Polk,  William  Ramsay,  James  W.  Ripky,  WilUam 
C.  Rives,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  A.  H.  Sheppenl,  Alezan- 
der  Smyth,  Michael  C .  Sprigg,  WiHiara  Stanberry,  James 
S.  Stevenson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  G.  Stower,  Espy 
Van  Horn«  G.  C.  Yerplanck,  Aaron  Ward,  John  C 
Weems,  C.  A.  Wickliflfc,  Ephraim  K.  Wilson,  John  J. 
Wood,  Silas  Wood,  George  Wolf,  Joel  Yanoey.— 98- 

NAYS— Mark  Alexander,  Samuel  C.  Allen,  Robert 
Allen,  Samuel  Anderson  William  Armstrong,  John  Bai- 
ley, John  Baldwin,  Noyes  Barber,  P.  P.  Barbour,  David 
Barker,  jr.  Ichabod  Bartlett,  Mordecai  Bartiey,  Isaac  C 
Bates,  Philemon  Beecher,  Thomas  H.BUke,  Titua  BrowB» 
R.    A.  Buckner,  Daniel  A.  A.  Buck,  Tristam  Burges, 
Samuel    Butman,    Samuel    Chase,    N.    H..  Claiborne, 
James  Clark,  Lewis  Condict,  Henry  W.  Conner,  WiUlam 
Creighton,  jr.  B.  W.    Crowninshield,  John  CuJpcper, 
Thomas  Davenport,  John  Davenport,  J.  J.  De  <«rafF» 
J.  D.  Dickerson,  Clement  Doraey,  H.  W.  D wight,  B«i- 
ward  Everett,  John  Fioyd,of  Geo.  Joseph  FYy,  George 
R.  Gilmer,  Benjamin  Gorham,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Joseph 
Healy,  Sclah  R.  Hobbie,  James  I^.    Hodges,  Jonathan 
Hunt,  Kensey  Johns,  jr.  John  Leeds  Kerr,  Adam  Ktnp« 
Isaac  Lcffier,  Itobert  P.  Letcher,    Peter    Little,  Joltn 
Locke,  John  Long,  John  Magee,  RolBn  C.  Mallary,  Uec»- 
ry  Markell,  Henry  C.  Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  Jolu& 
Maynard,  Wm.  McCoy,  Rufus  Mclntire,  Orange  liersrm, 
Thos.  Metcalfe,  Chas.  Miner,  Jeremiah  O'Brien,  ]>utee  J. 
Pearce,    Isaac    Pierson,    John  Randolph,    John  ILe««i, 
Joseph  Richardson,  John  Roane,  William  Russell,  Jok^n 
Sergeant,  John  Sloane,  O.  H.  Smith,  Pele|^  ^pra^ue, 
John  B.    Sterigere,    Henry  R.    Storrs,    James    Strong, 
Samuel  Swann,  Benjamin  Swift,  John  TaliCfeiro,  John 
W.  Taylor,  Hedge  Thompson,  Wiley  Thompson,    Pliine- 
as  M.  l*racy,  James  Trezvant,  Ebenezer  Tucker,    Star. 
ling  Tucker,  Daniel  Turner,  Joseph  Vance,  John  Var. 
num,  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  George  E.  Wotea,  G.  c.  IPVaA* 
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ington,  T.  Whipple,  jr.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, James  Wilson,  Joseph  F.  Wingate,  John  Woods, 
David  Woodcock,  Silas  Wright,  jr.  John  C.Wright.— 103. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected  ;  and,  thereupon. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Th¥Bsdit,  Jajt.  10, 1828. 
Mr.  VERPLANCK  submitted  the  following  ; 
Resohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
making  such  legislative  provision  as  may  be  necessary*  for 
reviving,  extending,  and  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of 
February  10th,  1807,  providing  for  surveying  tlie  coast  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  VKRPLANCK  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention 
ef  the  House  to  a  brief  statement  of  the  objects  of  this 
resolution,  and  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  act  it  re- 
ferred to.     The  law  of  February  10th,  iSOf,  was  pass- 
ed in  the  J&st  Congress  of  l^lr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
lioiv  I  believe  upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son mmsclfl     It  certainly  was  a  favorite  measure  of  his. 
It  authorized  and  requested  the  President  to  cause  a  sur- 
vey to   be  taken  of  the  Coast  of  the  United  States,  desig- 
nating the  islands,  shoals,  roads,  and  places  of  anchorage. 
Within  twenty  leagues  of  any  point  of  the  coast :  also, 
the  respective  courses  and  distances  between  the  prin- 
cipal ca|>es  and  headlands  :  in  short,  every  thing  neces- 
sary for    completing  a  minutely  accurate   ciiart  of  our 
whole  coast,   for  every  naval,  military,  and  commercial 
purpose.     Another  section  provided  for  sucl)  examina- 
tions relative  to  St.  George's  Bank  and  other  banks  and 
shoals,  and  the  sounding  and  currents  beyond  the  limits 
of  twenty  leagues,  to  the  Gulf  Stream,  as  might  be  sub- 
servient  to  the  uses  of  navigation.     [The  immediate  ob- 
ject of  this  act  wss  unquestionably,  to  procure  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  our  coast,  for  naval  purposes  and 
for  fortifications,  which  the  prospect  of  a  collision  with 
the  great  maritime  Power  of  the  world  then  pressed  up- 
on the  attention  of  Congress.]     These,  however,   were 
combined  with  farther  views— with  the  general  interest 
of  our  own  commerce  and  navigation,  as  well  as  with 
the  generous  wish  to  contribute  to  the  useful  science 
and   geographical  knowledge— of  the    whole  civilized 
worid.     The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated to  carry  th<i  act  into  effect— and  the  principles 
upon  which  it  should  be  executed  were  settled  by  the 
President.     They  are  stated  by  i*lr.  Gallatin,  witli  that  lu- 
minous  precision  which   marks  all  the  writings  of  that 
statesman,  in  an  official  letter  to  a  distinguished  man  of 
science,  who  was  to  be  employed  in  the  execution  of  the 
act.    Itis,  I  presume,  to  be  found  in  the  official  files  of 
the  Depailment.     1  have  myself  read  it  in  a  valuable  pa- 
per on  the  survey  of  the  coast,  printed  in  the  American 
Philosophical  Transactions.     The  plan  he  resolved  into 
three  distinct  parts.     1st  The  asccruinment,  by  a  series 
of  accurate  astronomical  observations,  of  the  true  posi- 
tion of  a  few  prominent  and  remarkable  points  on  the 
coast,  such  as  arc  or  would  probably  be  the  sites  of  forts, 
or  light  houses,  &c.     2d.  A  trigonometrical  survey,  by  a 
chain  of  trian8:le8^  of  the  line  of  coast  between  these 
points,  the  position  of  which  had  been  thus  astronomi- 
cally determined,  marking  therein  the  position  of  every 
pronainent  object  distinguishable  at  a  distance.     Sd.  A 
nautical  survey  of  the  shoals  and  soundings,  of  which  the 
trigonometrical  land  survey  should  be  the  base— to  de- 
pend as  little  as  might  be  on  astronomical  observations 
made  on  board  ship. 

Soon  after  this.  Mr.  Hasler,  well  known  as  a  scienti- 
fic, as  well  as  an  experienced  and  practical  mathemati- 
cian, was  sent  to  Europe  for  the  purchase  of  instniments. 
He  there  procured  an  admirable  collection,  selected  by 
himself  with  great  care,  the  workmanship  of  the  first 
ftftivts  of  the  age,  TroughtQo  and  Dolland,  in  London,  t 


and  L.e  Noir,  in  Paris,  well  known  scientific  mechanics, 
whose  labors  and  improvements  have  conferred  higher 
benefits  on  the  world  than  many  men  of  more  splendid 
fame,  as  well  as  loftier  pretensions  in  the  ranks  of  science. 
With  these  instruments  the  survey  was  commenced, 
in  1817,  and  a  portion  of  the  work  done  with  minute 
accuracy.  After  a  time — I  know  not  why — it  is  a  part 
of  the  country  I  am  not  acquainted  with — the  work  was 
suspended,  and  nautical  surveys  were  substituted.  These, 
too,  were  finally  abandoned,  as  a  system.  A  vast  body 
of  maps  and  charts  were  thus  collected,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense— many  times  the  cost  which  would  have  attended 
a  perfect  execution— I  have  been  told,  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  but  have  no  precise  authority  for  this ;  but,  at 
whatever  cost,  they  were  exceedingly  dear,  for  they 
are  comparatively  of  very  little  value,  and  are  acknow- 
ledged to  be  so.  The  private  navigation  has  been 
lefl  to  guide  itself  by  such,  lights  as  may  be  furnish- 
ed by  private  enterprise,  or  by  the  science  of  Eu- 
rojje.  Whenever  any  local  interest  or  object,  such  as 
the  building  of  a  Port,  or  the  location  of  a  Navy  Yard,  re- 
quired it,  special  surveys  were,  of  necessity,  ordered  ei- 
ther by  the  Navy  Department,  or  by  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress. These  were  generally  executed  by  the  officers 
of  our  Navy,  always  with  very  incompetent  means,  and 
of^en  limited  in  time.  In  the  words  of  the  Secrcitary  of 
the  Navy's  last  report,  "  they  are  unavoidably  incom- 
plete. The  times  within  which  it  was  desirable  to 
make  them  (says  he,  speaking  of  the  surveys  made  last* 
year,  of  Baltimore,  Savannah,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,) 
and  the  means  granted,  did  not  permit  them  to  be  made  so 
as  to  furnish  perfect  surveys  and  charts  of  these  harbors." 
Indeed,  so  imperfect  are  the  surveys  in  the  possession 
of  the  Navy  Department,  that  I  have  been  assured,  on 
very  good  authority,  that  none  of  them  have  been  found 
sufficiently  accurate  to  determine  the  site  of  fortifica* 
tions.  I  ought  however,  in  justice,  to  except  tliat  of  the 
harbor  of  Baltimore,  made  by  Lieut.  Sherburne. 

Th«5«e  partial  surveys,  by  separate  expeditions,  are 
also  necessarily  of  enormous  expense.  Officers*  men, 
vessels,  &c.  must  be  detailed  anew  for  each  object,  with 
great  loss  of  time,  and  new  expenses  of  preparation,  at 
each  occasion.  Without  going  further  into  detail,  1  re- 
fer to  the  Navy  Report  of  1825,  in  support  of  this  as- 
sertion. With  all  this  experience  before  us,  it  is  now. 
evident  that  we  must  recur  to  the  principles  of  the  act  of 
1807.  I  perceive  that  that  law  is  prinled  in  our  sUtute 
book  as  an  obsolete  one.  I  do  not  see  why ;  but  if  so,  it  is 
on  all  accounts  expedient  to  revive  it.  I  would  go  far- 
ther  :  I  would  embody  in  a  new  law,  with  the  necessaiy 
appropriations,  all  the  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, in  1811.  The  President  should  be  empowered  to 
appoint  a  scientific  Commissioner,  with  a  decent  sala- 
ry. The  excellent  instruments,  purchased  ten  years agp, 
are  still  in  possession  of  tlie  Gm^ernment,  a  little  worse 
for  neglect,  and,  I  fear,  too,  a  little  the  worse  for  having 
sometimes  been  in  ignorant  hands.  The  other  expenses 
would  be  very  trifling,  compared  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  object.  A  tithe  of  the  annual  gain  or  saving  it  would 
yield  to  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  would  pay  the 
whole.  To  the  Navy,  in  case  ofw-ir,  this  is  an  all  import- 
ant object.  It  is  a  disgrace  and  a  scandal  to  our  coun  - 
try,  that  the  British  navy  is  probably,  at  this  momewt, 
in  possession  of  far  better  details  of  the  chart  of  our  coast 
than  we  are. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  this  is  an  application  of  sci- 
ence to  useful  purposes,  not  only  strictly  within  the  pow- 
erofthe  General  Government,  but  directly  incumbent 
upon  it  as  a  guardian  of  foreign  commerce,  and  the  di- 
rector of  peace  and  war.  This  Government  alone  can  * 
execute  the  work ;  and  I  trust  that  this  House  will  nut 
suffer  it  any  longer  to  be  neglected. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
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,TnE  MANUFACTURES'  QUESTION. 
Mr.  MALL ARY,  Chaipman  of  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactsres,  asked  leave,  on  behalf  of  that  Committee,  that 
tt  mi^ht  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STORRS  said,  that  he  ahould  not  object  to  grant- 
4ng  this  power  to  the  Committee  on  Manufacturea,  but 
lie  wished  to  ask  of  the  Chairman  whether  the  Commit- 
tee proposed  to  sit  at  any  particular  hours,  and  at  what 
times  }  He  intended  to  take  the  opportunity  to  attend 
'that  Committee^  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  inqui- 
ries of  the  manufacturers,  and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cam- 
BBXLViro,)  had  expressed  the  same  intention.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  other  members,  also,  would  attend  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  it  would  be  useful  to  all,  to  be 
informed  of  the  hours  when  the  Comn)tttee  would  en- 
gage in  those  examinations,  that  members  might  arrange 
their  business  in  the  House,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  at- 
tend witlioHt  inconvenience. 

Mr.  MALL  ARY  replied,  that  a  large  number  of  wit- 
nesses had  been  summoned,  many  of  whom  are  now  in 
attendknce,  and  tlie  Committee  were  desirous  of  press- 
ing the  examination  without  delay.  If  they  were  con- 
fined to  the  ordinary  hours  assigned  to  Committee  busi- 
ness, they  would  not  be  able  to  make  such  rapid  pro- 
gress, nor  to  arrive  at  as  early  a  result  as  woukl  other- 
wise be  in  their  power.  As  to  the  private  convenience 
ufgfentle men,  in  attending  upon  these  examinations,  it 
was  a  matter  with  which  the  Committee  were  not  con- 
€erncd — of  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  speak. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  on  granting  leave,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WILDE'S   CASE— (CAPTURED  AFRICANS.) 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  cancelling  of  a  bond 
given  by  Mr.  Wimb,  of  Georgia,  to  transport  certain  Af- 
ricans beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  was  called 
up  by  Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR. 

Mr  B.  moved  that  it  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
Mr4 1'AYLOR  objected  to  this  course,  as  he  had  not 
had  time  to  examine  the  papers  in  the  ease,  and  tlie  bill 
was  unaccompanied  by  any  report. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  WRIGHT, 
ef  Ohio,  and  P.P.  BaRBOUR,  the  question  was  Uken 
on  the  consideration  of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative^Ayes  75,  Noes  54. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to 
report  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAKBOUR  (Chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee)  said,  that  a  similar  motion  to  this  had  been 
made  the  o\her  day,  when  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on 
this  subject  was  reported  to  tiie  House,  and,  if  such  were 
the  pleasure  of  the  House,  he  should  cheerfully  acqui- 
esce. He  would  state,  however,  that  the  committee,  if 
ordered  to  report,  could  furnish  no  other  information 
than  that  which  was  contained  in  the  petition  of  Mr. 
WiLDR,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  which  now  lay 
upon  the  Clerk's  table  \  the  substance  of  which  he  had, 
on  the  former  occasion,  stated  to  tKc  House.  If  the  re- 
solution, therefore,  for  recommitment  should  prevail, 
the  House  would  send  back  to  a  committee  of  men,  to 
be  by  them  reported,  precisely  those  facts,  and  no  more, 
which  they  had  already  in  their  possession. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  hoped  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  would  prevail.  I  have,  sir,  said  Mr. 
W.,  taken  some  pains  to  examine  the  papers  which  were 
submitted  to  the  House,  and  the  result  is,  the  perfect 
conviction  of  my  mind,  that  the  bill  ou^ht  not  to  pass. 
If  I  understand  the  object  of  the  bill,  it  is  to  cancel  a 
*  bond,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Georgia,  pending  a  litigation  concerning  a  number  of 
Africans,  and  for  their  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States.     On  a  carefVtl  examinatidn  of  the  papers. 


I  find  no  evidence  of  the  amount  of  that  bond,  to  wliom 
it  was  given,  or  the  precise  terms  of  the  condition.  It 
seems  to  me  there  are  two  bonds,  one  given  by  the 
Spanish  claimants  of  these  Africans  in  Court,  and  the 
other  by  the  petitioner.  The  petitioner  asked  to  have 
his  bond  cancelled,  and  the  bill  provides  for  cancelling 
the  one  in  the  Clerk's  office  ?  and  that,  too,  without  as- 
certaining its  date,  amount,  or  the  parties.  If  it  were 
the  object  to  cancel  the  bond  of  the  petitioner,  the  bill 
did  not  reach  it,  but  provided  for  cancelling  another. 
But,  sir,  we,  are  inhibited  by  the  Constitution  from  im- 
pairing  the  obligations  of  contracts.  Can  I  be  expect- 
ed to  give  my  vote  t©  cancel  an  obligation,  a  contract, 
without  knowing  the  date,  the  amount,  or  purport  of  the 
obligation,  affecting  the  rights  of  parties  of  whom  I  am 
wholly  ignorant,  as  well  as  the  extent  my  act  may  in- 
jure them  >  Can  I  be  expected  to  vote  to  cancel  a  bond, 
of  which  I  am  so  ignorant  as  not  to  be  able  to  describe 
it  ?  The  bill  contains  no  description.  1  have  heard  none, 
and  can  give  none.  What  is  its  condition  ?  Who  are 
the  parties?  What*  its  obligation?  These  questions  I 
think  material.  Who  was  the  obligee  of  the  bond,  and 
interested  in  it?  Had  we  any  control  over  it  ?  I  Jfear. 
sir,  tliis  bill  exceeds  our  constitutional  limits,  and  affects 
the  rights  of  others,  having  no  knowledge  of  our  pro- 
ceedings or  voice  in  them.  I  do  not  know  th»t  ibcse 
difficulties  exist,  but  I  throw  them  out  that  the  Chairman 
of  the  committee  might,  if  in  his  power,  satisfy  the 
House  as  to  them. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  said,  in  reply,  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive  from  whence  the  gentlenaan  from  Ohio  bad  got 
the  idea  of  two  different  bonds  !     There  was  bui  one 
bond,  viz:  that  required  by  a  rule  of  the  Court  of  Geor- 
gia, and  that  one  bond  contained  but  one  condition,  vix  ; 
that  the  party  should  export  the  slaves  therein  mentioned 
without  the  limiU  of  the  United  States.    U  there  was  . 
any  difficulty  in  the  mind  of  the  gentleman,  as  to  what 
bond  was  meant,  it  might  easily  be  obviated  by  intro- 
ducing into  the  bill  a  description  of  the  bond  intended 
to  be  cancelled.    Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  knew  of  no  parw 
ty  who  could  possibly  have  any  interest  in  the  provi- 
sions of  it,  but  the  United  States.     Its  penalty  had  re- 
spect to  the  single    fact  of  the  exportation  of  these 
slaves ;  and  should  the  House,  from  motives  of  humam- 
ty,  permit  tlie  slaves  in  question  tO  remaui  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  for  that  purpose  sbould 
cancel  this  bond,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  see  no  poastble 
difficulty  which  could  arise  from  so  doing,     A  purcha- 
ser had  offered  these  slaves  to  the  Colonization   Society, 
with  a  view  of  having  them  exported  to  Liberia,  in  Af- 
rica.    (This  was  an  impcnlant  fact  which,  Mt^B.  said, 
he  had  unintentionally  omitted  when  he  had  before  stat- 
ed the  circumstances  of  this  case.      The  proof  of  if, 
he  believed,  would  be  found  in  one  of  the  documents 
accompanymg  the  petition.)    The  Colonization  Society 
were  unable  to  make  the  purchase,  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  slaves  remained  in  this  country.     They  had 
intermarried,  some  of  them  had  become  the  heads  of 
families,  and  they  were  desirous  of  remaining  here.-- 
Should  the  bill  not  pass  they  must  be  exported— but,  if 
it  sliould  pass,  and  the  bond  be  cancelled,  they  would 
have  liberty  to  remain.     These  were  the  only  facta  with 
which  he  was  acquainted  in  relation  to  the  case. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  U WIGHT,  a  document  from 
the  Coloniz-ition  Society,  stating  the  offer  which  had 
been  made  them  by  Mr.  Wiluk,  and  expresmng  tlich:  re- 
gret that  their  funds  were  insufficient  to  make  the  pur- 
chase, was  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  that,  when  he  had  requested,  a 
few  days  since,  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject mfght  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  it  *as 
that  they  might  spread  before  the  House,  in  the  form  of 
a  report,  the  history  of  the  facts  connected  with   that 


95T 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


058 


Uv.  10, 1828.] 


Captured  Afrioam* 


[H.ofR. 


bilK    He  considered  those  fkcts  as  of  such  moment  as 
to  deserve  an  officisl  report.     The  question  might  be 
one  which  involved  the  liberty  of  thirty-seven  niiman 
beings.     And,  however  it  mig^t  be  determined  by  the 
Hduse,he  bad  desired  a  report  as  a  justification  of  th« 
vote  which  might  be  given.     He  understood  that  no  re- 
port had  accompanied  the  bill  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Le^slature,  nor  had  any  report  accompanied  a  similar  bill 
which  had  been  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary.    The  House  is  called  upon  to  cancel  a  bond  for 
the  exportation  ot  39  African  persons  brought  into  the 
United  States  contrary  to  law.    The  origmal  number 
hid  been   139.     One  hundred  of  these  had  been  ad- 
judged to  be  a  lawful  capture,   (of  the  exact  nature  of 
the  proceeding  which  had  been  had,  he  possessed  no 
knowledge,)  but  that  number  had  been  sent  to  our  co- 
lony in  Africa.     Of  the  remaining  39,  37  were  declared 
not  to  be  a  lawful  capture,  and  were  consequently  or- 
dered to  be  restored  to  the  Spanish  claimant.     These 
persons  are  now  in  the  custody  of  law.      Technically 
speaking,  they  have  not  been  imported.    It  was  a  sub- 
ject of  discussion,  whether  their  bringing  into  the  coun- 
try had  been  lawful  or  unlawful.     So  soon  as  it  was  de- 
termined that  they  were  unlawfully  captured  and  brought 
in,  it  became  the  duty  of  their  owner  to  give  a  bond  to 
export  them  out  of^^he  country  within  a  g^ven  time.     As 
there  waa  no  report  to  refer  to,  he  did  not  know  how 
long  it  was  since  the  judgment  of  the  court  had  been 
given,  and  he  consequently  could  not  know  whether  a 
sufficient  time  had  elapsed  Xo  enable  it  to  be  determin- 
ed whether  the  persons  giving  the  bond  intended  to 
violate  its  condition  or  not.     A  very  delicate,  and  what 
might  prove  a  very  difficult  question,  arose  as  to  the 
right  which  these  persons  themselves  may  have  to  these 
Arricans.     As  early  as  the  year  '98^  Con^^ress  prohibited 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  and 
declared  that  all  slaves  imported  in  violation  of  that  law, 
should  be  ipso  facto  free.     New,  if  the  persons  laying 
claim  to  these  Africans  have  done  actj,  which,  under 
the  law,  are  equivalent  to  importation,  it  may  turn  out 
that  all  these  Africans  have  a  riffht  to  their  freedom.    Mr. 
T.  said,  that  he  did  not  know  tliisj,  for  the  House  had  de- 
nied him  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  facts  of  this 
case,  from  any  official  report  containing  them.     In  an  act 
passed  in  1808,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  is  expressly  provided, 
that  no  person  in  the  light  of  an  importer,  (and  for  aught 
I    know,  the  proceedings  in  this  case  may  have  been 
such  as  to  place  these  persons  in  that  light,)  is  capable 
of  holdmg  any  right  of  ownership  over  a  negro  slave, 
and  if  he  shall  attempt  to  sell  such  slave,  he  incurs  a 
forfeiture  of  $  1,000  for  each  offence.     Mr.  T.  repeated, 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  facts  of  the  case  would 
bring  the  parties  within  the  provision  of  this  law,  and 
it  was  because  he  did  not  know  this  that  he  had  desired 
to  have  all  the  facts  spread  out  before  the  House,  by 
th«  report  of  one  of  its  own  committees.     At  present 
he  understood  that  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Wilds,  had  pur- 
chased the  right  x>f  the  Spanish  owners,  whatever  that 
rig^ht  really  was,  who  had  been  bound  to  export  these 
Africans.     And  now  an  application  is  made  to  the  hu- 
manity of  this  House,  on  the  ground  that  the  Africans 
have  formed  connexions  with  each  other,  and  arc  anx* 
ious  to  remain  in  this  country  ;  and  a  resolution  is  pre- 
sented to  us  from  the  Colonization  Society,  expressing 
it  aA  their  wish,  that  Congress  will  either  indemnify  Mr. 
iVcLRK,  and  allow  these  people  to  be  exported  to  Afri- 
ca»  or  will  cancel  the  bond  under  which  he  lies  to  re-ex- 
port them.    Mr.  T.  said,  he  could  form  no  opinion  with 
respect  to  this  fesblutioo,  for  the  reason  he  had  already 
stated,  that  he  was  uninformed  as  to  the  facts.     He  bad 
all    respect  for  the  Colonization  Society,  but  still  he 
mtfpht  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  wanted  t>etter  evi- 
dence to  go  upon  than  their  comtnunication  supplied. 


His  great  objection,  however,  was  to  the  very  unusual 
course  of  passing  a  bill  of  so  much  importance  as  thia 
without  any  accompanying  report  of  the  case,  in  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  Before  we  act,  we  ought 
to  have  a  particular  and  minute  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances. We  ou^ht  to  know  the  present  actual  condi- 
tion of  these  Africans ;  how  many  of  them  have  form- 
ed connexions  ;  and,  particularly,  the  manner  of  their  be- 
ing brought  into  the  country.  We  ought  to  be  enabled 
to  decide  with  certainty,  whether,  in  cancelling  this 
bond,  we  may  not  be  violating  our  own  law  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade.  The  appeal  is  made  to  our 
humanity.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  make  such  an  ap- 
peal. Even  the  slave  trade  itself  has,  by  some  persons, 
been  attempted  to  be  justified  on  the  g^und  of  human- 
ity. But»  tor  himself,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  wanted  something, 
more  than  the  simple  allegation  of  a  petitioner  before 
this  House. 

Mr.  D WIGHT  said,  that  he  should  not  oppose  the 
motion  for  recommitment ;  but  he  would  take  the  liber- 
ty to  state  that  there  were  some  facts  in  the  case  which, 
stood  out  in  bold  relief,  and  were,  of  themselves^  suffi- 
cient, in  his  judgment,  to  recommend  this  bill  to  the 
universal  favor  of  the  House.  What,  asked  Mr.  D.,  waft 
the  policy  of  the  act  which  requires  a  bond  for  the  re- 
exportation of  -\fi'ican8  introduced  into  this  country  ? 
It  was  to  prevent  collusive  captures.  It  was  to  prevent 
the  success  of  what  would  otherwise  have  been  a  very 
easy  mode  of  evading  the  law,  viz  :  the  bringing  of  Af- 
rican slaves  upon  this  coast,  and  their  consequent  intro- 
duction by  a  prttended  capture.  In  this  case,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  African  persons  had  been  captured 
by  a  South  American  privateer :  one  hundred  of  these 
had  been  decreed  not  to  be  slaves ;  but  thirty-nine  of 
them  had  been  adjudged  to  be  the  bona  fidt  property  of 
the  Spanish  claimant.  The  decree  of  the  court,  howe- 
ver, omitted  to  designate  which  persons  belong  to  the 
hundred,  and  which  to  the  thirty-nine.  By  this  omis- 
sion,  a  new  delay  was  created,  and  eight  years,  in  all, 
had  intervened  before  the  question  was  finally  settled. 
The  humanity,  however,  of  the  Southern  gentlemen, 
had  not  left  them  all  this  while  imprisoned.  They  had 
been  put  out  on  healthy  plantations,  where  many  of 
them  had  acquired  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  pa- 
rent and  child,  and  had  formed  attachments  to  the  coun- 
try. In  the  mean  while,  the  Spanish  owner  appears 
and  demands  that  they  should  be  sent  to  Cuba,  where 
they  would  be  consigned  to  a  bondage  tenfold  worse 
than  any  which  exists  in  the  United  States.  The  peti- 
tioner in  this  case  (with  whom  Mr.  D.  was  personally 
acquainted,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest 
respect  aiid  reg^ard)  had  been  employed  as  counsel  in 
the  case,  and,  in  his  course  of  official  duties,  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  these  slaves.  They  came  to  him 
as  to  their  only  friend^  and  implored,  with  tears,  that 
they  might  not  be  sent  away.  To  the  honor  of  tliat 
gentleman,  he  stated,  that  he  had  interfered  in  their  be- 
half, and  h.id  sacrificed,  or  at  least  put  in  jeopardy,  a 
part  of  his  own  private  fortune,  with  the  benevolent  pur- 
pose of  relieving  tiiem  from  tlieir  distress.  He  did  this 
from  no  selfish  views.  He  was  not  a  planter.  He  own- 
ed no  plantation.  His  only  motive  had  been  pure  hu- 
manity ;  and  Mr.  D.  concluded  with  expressing  his  earn- 
est hope  that  the  House  would,  in  some  manner,  inter- 
pose, to  relieve  him  from  the  unwelcome  necessity  under 
which  he  now  labored,  of  re-exporting  those  whom  he 
had  thus  nobly  saved. 

Mr.  MEKC£R  expressed  his  hope  that  the  House 
might  receive  a  brief  report  of  the  facts  in  this  case. 
The  Colonization  Society,  said  Mr.  M.,  have  staled  to 
us  that  they  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  proposal 
made  to  them  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and  this  would 
not  appear  surprising  when  he  stated  the  fact  that,  when 


959 


GALES  £s?  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


960 


H.  or  R] 


CapHirtd  JfriCBOu. 


[jAir.  10.  1828. 


that  society,  in  September  last,  had  advertised  that  a 
vessel  would  shortly  sail  for  Liberia,  they  had  received, 
within  the  course  of  tliirty  days,  nine  hundred  appUca- 
tions  for  a  passage,  and  there  were,  at  this  time,  eigh- 
teen hundred  persons  who  had  expressed  a  desire  to 
remove  to  Africa.  It  was  proper  he  should  st«te  that 
these  applicants  consisted  entirely  of  free  negroe*.  Mr. 
M',  however,  saidt  that  this  inability  on  the  part  of  the 
society  to  pay  the  sum  required,  ought  not  to  be  suf- 
fered to  interpose  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  benevolent 
purpose  for  which  they  had  been  offered  to  the  society 
by  Mr.  Wilde.  He  hoped  the  report  of  the  committee 
would  state  the  precise  sum  which  had  been  advanced 
by  that  gentleman,  in  his  purchase  of  those  people  from 
their  Spanish  owners* 

Another  fact  he  was  desirous  of  liaving  reported,  was, 
K^hether  these  thirty-nine  negroes  had  been  selected 
out  of  the  whole  number  of  one  hundred  and  forty,  by 
lot ;  because,  if  that  was  the  case,  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  whole  proceeding  bad  been  in  contravention,  if 
not  of  the  express  opinion  of  the  court,  yet  certainly 
against  the  sentiment  of  all  tlie  jnerobers  of  the  court 
If  there  was  no  other  separation  between  them  than  the 
lot  h;id  made,  these  persons  are  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  being  transported  to  Africa,  as  much  as  those 
were  who  have  been  sent  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment. There  was  no  authority  of  law  for  this  mode 
of  selection,  and  if  it  had  taken  place,  the  whole  trans- 
action was  in  direct  violation  of  all  law  and  justice. 
He  desired  to  know,  from  a  report  of  the  committee, 
what  were  the  facts  on  both  these  points;  he  wanted 
to  ascertain  what  expense  must  previously  be  incurred 
by  the  Government  before  it  can  provide  the  means  of 
transportation  of  these  Africans,  to  their  native  land.  It 
was  e\-idcnt  that  Mr.  Wilde,  when  he  purchased  these 
slaves,  preferred  this  as  their  destiny,  and,  Mr.  M.  said, 
that,  from  tlie  knowledge  of  that  gentleman,  he  was  ful- 
ly  persuaded  that  he  would  never  have  proposed  the 
sending  of  tliese  persons  to  Liberia,  if  he  had  not 
thought  that  that  would  be  a  humane  and  proper  mode 
of  providing  for  them. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  professing  some  knowledge  of 
this  case,  said  that  he  did  not  despair  of  the  vote  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Tatlob,]  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wbioht,]  when  the  facU  of  the 
case  should  not  be  misconceived.  •  There  was  one  idea 
which  he  considered,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  ensure  their 
support.  Allowing  the  geJitleiiian  from  New  York  to 
be  correct  in  the  supposition,  tliat  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  claimants  should  be  jiroved  to  h.ave  been  such 
as  gave  these  Africans  a  right  to  their  liberty,  what 
remedy  would  be  givci\  by  this  House,  unless  the  bond 
should  be  cancelled  >  %\vA\  wc  leave  these  free  persona 
here,  in  a  land  of  freedom,  or  shall  we  compel  the  pe- 
titioner to  re-export  them  to  the  irons  of  the  West  In- 
dies, and  send  them  into  perpetual  bondage  ?  Mr.  W. 
declared,  that  if  he  could  believe  these  persons  rightly 
entitled  to  their  freedom,  he  should  be  prepared  to  say, 
not  only  that  they  mij^ht  remain,  but  tliat  they  should  not 
be  sent  away. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  now  expressed  his  entire  willingness 
ihat  the  bill  should  be  recommitted,  such  seeming  lo  be 
the  disposition  of  the  House ;  and  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  when 

Mr.  GIJ.MER  said,  he  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
stating  some  of  the  facts  which  gentlemen  had  enquired 
for.  He  then  read  from  a  schedule,  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  some  items,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
total  of  law  expenses  and  salvage,  paid  bv  the  Spanish 
claimant,  had  been  $  1 1,668.  The  probable  value  of  the 
hiaves,  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the  market  price,  was  f  U,- 
700,  differing  but  a  few  dollars  from  the  expense  in- 
cuncd,  but  Mr.  Wilde,  the  petiuoncr  before  the  House. 


had  paid  to  the  Spanish  claimant  #  15.000.  to  relinquish 
his  claims.  This  he  had  done,  as  wm  most  evident,  from 
no  motives  of  interest,  f^r  be  bought  the  slaves  at  a  losi^ 
but  because  their  caae  pressed  d^ply  upon  hit  own 
sense  of  humanity.  He  Doped  that  it  would  be  some 
satisfaction  to  the  gentleman  from  Vii^ginia*  [Mr.  Mxr- 
cxm,]  to  receive  this  statement,  as  it  satisfied  a  part  of  hit 
enquiry. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  before  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  motion  to  re-commit,  he,  perhaps,  owed  it 
to  himself,  and  to  the  House,  after  what  had  been  said, 
to  explain  more  fully  than  be  had  done,  his  views  of 
the  case,  as  it  appeared  to  him.     He  said,  as  he  under* 
stood  it,  in  the  vear  1819,  a  Vensxuelian  privateer,  clan- 
destinely armed  in  Baltimore,  manned  mostly  b^  citizena 
of  the  United  States,  and  commanded  by  a  ciUzen,  sail- 
ed on  a  cruise  from  that  port.  Off  the  coast  of  Africa,  she 
captured  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,  from  which  25 
Africans  were  Uken.     She  also  captured  several  Por- 
tuguese and  Spanish  vessels,  from  all  which  Africans 
were  Uken,  and.  among  others,  the  Antelope,  owned 
by  persons  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.     She  proceeded,  in 
company  with  her  prise,  the  Antelope,  until  she  was 
wrecked,  and  her  captain,  and  part  of  her  crew,  were 
made  prisoners.     The  armament,  and  the  residue  of  the 
crew,  were  shifled  to  the  Antelope,  which  was  after- 
wards captured  by  a    revenue   cutt^  of  the  United 
States,  hovering  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  brought 
into  Savannah  for  adjudication,  with  280  Afrioms.     The 
vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Georgia— cWims  were  filed  by  the  captun  of  the  cutter, 
for  bounty,  or  salvage— by  the  Consuls  of  Portugw  ^nd 
Spain,   for,  and  On  account  of  whatsoever  citixeos   ^ 
either    country  were   interested— and   by  the    ^'*f^^ 
States,  claiming  them  as  forfeit  for  a  violation  ot  Uie 
laws  of  the  Union,  and  those,  also,  taken  from  the  A^'JJ^'^ 
ican  vessel,  because  of  her  piratical  charactetk      ^  be 
Court  in  Georgia  decreed  those  free  that  were  cap- 
tured  from  the  American  vessel,  and  others  not  claiiDed 
by  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  Consuls,  and  decreed 
the  rest  to  the  proper  owners  of  the  Spanish  and  Por- 
tugese vessels,  on  their  giving  bond  to  reroore  thc» 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  SUtes.     Thc«e  Aln- 
cans  had  been  thrown  into  the  common  mass,  many  of 
them  had  died,  and,  haVing  no  satisfisctoiy  method  oC 
identifying  those  taken  from  each  vessel,  they  ^c"^  "^• 
signated  by  lot.     It  so  appeared,  in  the  decree,  and  hc- 
believed  the  whole  were  so  designated.     From  thia  de- 
cree, so  far  as  it  regaided  the  persons  claimed  by  the 
Portugtiese  and  Spanish  Consuls,  an  appeal  was  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.    On  hear- 
ing, the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  decree  of  the  Cir^ 
cuit  Court  of  Georgia,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  clainss  h>' 
the  Portuguese  Consul,  and  affirmed  the  decree  so  fir  a» 
it  regarded  the  claim  of  the  Spanish  Consul.    The  Cwirt  ^ 
however,  did  not  affirm  the  decree,  even  to  that  exteii^ 
by  the  direct  action  of  a  minority  of  its  members,  btit. 
because  they  were  equally  divided  in  opinion  on  tkac 
question. 

I  have  been  asked  where  I  got  the  idea,  tliat  ther«a 
were  two  bonds  in  the  case?    I  will  show  where  I  ni^t. 
it.     The  portion  of  Africans  now  in  dispute,  were  ^«^ 
creed  to  the  Spanish  claimants,  on  bond  being  given    t.o 
export  them  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ^ 
this  was  several  years  since.    It  no  where  appeaos^  in 
any  of  the  documents  I  have  seen,  that  these  peracmsb 
were  ever  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Marshal,  or  olbe^r . 
wise  disposed  of.    It  appears  in  the  petition  that,  in  ^i%o>« 
vember,  1827,  if  I  mistake  not  the  date,  an  agent  of     tikae. 
claimants  under  the  decree,  arrived  at  Savannah,    Ciotit 
Cuba,  accredited   to   a   respectable,  mercantile   Hc^^^se 
thcre/^  and  was  about  to  take  these  persons  out  of'    t.H^ 
country,  when  tlie  petitioner,  from  motives  of  huma^xi^i  v 
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interfered,  pnrchabed  up  the  interests  of  the  Spanish 
claimants,  naid  the  expanses,  and  gave  his  bond  tu  trans- 
poK  them  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  I  had 
supposed  the  bond  jifiven  by  the  claimants  at  the  time 
of  the  rendition  of  the  decree,  and  that  the  bond  j^ven 
by  the  petitioner^  was,  to  those  of  whom  he  purchased, 
as  an  indemnity.  In  this  I  mny  have  been  mistaken ; 
the  evidence*^  and  the  petition,  are  neither  very  explicit 

If  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  t\\e  Judiciary 
says  there  was  but  one  bond,  I  am  bound  to  believe 
him  :  he,  doubtles-s  has  evidence  of  the  fuct-^yet  nu 
evidence  has  come  under  my  observation.  It  was  com> 
petent  for  the  Court  to  have  ordered  a  bond  to  be  given 
to  the  claimants,  or  the  United  SUtes,  in  trust  for  the 
parties  interested.  How  tiiis  bond  was  ordered,  or  how 
grvtor—for^  as  it  regards  the  petitioner,  it  was  voluntary — 
no  where  appears.  To  me,  sir,  this  is  material:  we 
8hottl<I  know  who  are  the  contracting  parties  to  the  bond, 
its  condition,  and  the  rights  acquired  under  it,  beftire  we 
undertake  to  cancel  it,  and  to  impair  those  rights.  If 
the  bond  was  wholly  to  the  United  States,  we  might 
eancel  it,  but  if  we  held  as  trustees,  we  should  become 
responsible  for  all  the  rights  affected  injuriously  by  our 
Met  We  are  not  prepared  to  legislate  upon  this  ques- 
tion until  we  are  better  informed,  and  I  hope  the  bill 
will  be  re-committed,  and  we  shall  be  furnished  with  the 
Ikcts. 

Bat,  sir,  if  it  shall  be  found,  on  a  full  investigation, 
that  the  facts  of  this  case  leave  us  free  to  act  npon  it  as 
a  subject  within  our  control,  then  there  will  arise  a  grave 
and  important  question,  which  I.  will  take  this  occasion 
^  suggest  to  the  committee,  and  to  the  House,  and  that 
is,  whether  the  Cong^ss  of  the  United  SUtes  will,  un- 
der any  pretext  whatever,  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  States,  to  be  held  in  slavery, 
any  number  of  Africans,  in  relaxation  of  the  law  of  1807  ? 
These  persons  are  now  in  custody  of  the  law  ;  they  are 
not  Imlly  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  the  ef- 
fect oTcanceUing  a  bond  given  tor  their  removal,  will  be 
mmply  to  allow,  or  legalize  their  importation.  When 
that  question  comes  up,  sir,  I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  SHUA6UE  said,  that  this  bill  provided  for  one  of 
the  alternatives  in  the  report  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
but  there  was  another  alternative  in  that  report,  which 
be  also  wished  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  con- 
sider. The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  TATLom]  had  raised  an  inquiry  of  great  importance, 
and  which  miglit  prove  of  some  difficufty  ?  at  all  events, 
it  could  nut  be  decided  without  a  full  knowledge  offsets. 
The  observations,  too,  of  the  gentleman  fh)m  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Mkhcsb]  hatl  mised  an  inquiry  which  was  not  only 
highly  important,  but  one  which  ha<l  excited  in  hnq  ut- 
ter astoiiishment.  Ii  suggested  the  possibility  that  the 
liberty  of  thirty-nine  persons  had  in  this  case  been  decid- 
ed by  lot.  If  tluit  had  been  Uie  fact,  then  a  solemn  in- 
quiry devolved  on  this  House,  wheUier,  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  the  liberty  of  any  human  being  could  be  taken 
away  by  tlie  casting  of  lota.  As  all  these  dfficultics 
would  press  upon  the  House,  if  they  adopted  one  alter- 
native, the  Judiciary  Committee  miglit  possibly  find  it 
best  to  devise  and  report  the  means  of  embracing  the 
oiher  alternative,  viz  :  the  repaying  of  the  sum  advanc 
ed  for  these  Africans,  and  permitting  them  to  be  sent,  by 
the  Society,  back  to  Africa.  He  hoped  that  the  com- 
mittee (should  .the  bill  be  recommitted)  would  pay  spe- 
cial attention  to  that  part  of  the  recommendation  of  llie 
Society. 

Mr.  GILMER  said,  that  he  rose  to  present  some  ad- 
diuonal  information  on  tliis  subject.  The  facta  of  this 
case  were  not  such  as  some  gentleman  who  had  spoken, 
•ecmed  to  suppose.  The  District  Court  of  Georgia  had 
declared,  in  their  decree,  that  the  identity  of  these  thirty- 
lune  slaves  has  been  sufficiently  ascertained.  1|^  G. 
Vol.  IV,— 61 


said,  that  he  knew  of  no  such  thing  as  a  lot  having  taken 
place  in  the  matter.  He  then  quoted  tlie  decision  of  the 
Court. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  once  more  about 
to  be  put,  when, 

Mr.  MINER  moved  to  amend  the  instructions  to  the 
committee,  by  adding, 

"And  that  the  said  committee  inquire  whether  it 
would  not  comport  with  the  interests  of  humanity,  tho 
principles  of  justice,  and  the  honor  of  the  Government, 
to  adopt  efficient  measures  to  restore  the  Africans  to  the 
country  and  home  from  which  they  have  been  cruelly 
and  illegally  separated." 

Mr.  M.,  in  offering  this  amendment,  observed,  that,  if 
he  understood  the  matter  correctly,  tiie  Africans  whose 
ca!>e  was  involved  in  the  bill,  had  been  captured  on  board 
a  slave  ship  $  they  were  subjecta  of  the  Slave  Trade  i 
they,  at  home,  were  as  free,  and,  perhaps,  as  happy,  as 
wo  are,  and  hsd  as  much  right  to  freedom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  you  or  I  have.  By  the  ruthless  hand  of  slave  traders, 
they  had  been  torn  from  their  home  and  country,  and 
chance  had  thrown  them  upon  our  shores.  Sir,  I  am  unr 
willing  to  sanction  the  principle,  in  any  form,  that  con- 
signs them  and  their  posterity  to  everlasting  bondage  { 
and  therefore  offer  an  amendment  proposing  an  inquiry 
into  the  propriety  of  having  them  retutiied  to  Africa. 

Mr.  BARTJLETT  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr* 
MINER  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  GILrMER  said  he  should  not  stop  to  argae  the 
question  as  to  the  right  of  Government  to  expend  the 
money  of  the  People  of  this  country  in  aiding  the  Colo- 
nization Society.  But  he  would  ask  on  what  authority 
tiie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Muram]  had  as- 
sumed the  fact  that  these  thirty-nine  Africans  had  bee^ 
cruelly  and  illegally  taken  from  their  own  country  ?  He 
would  ask,  further,  on  what  ground  it'  was  assumed  that 
this  Government  has  a  right  over  the  private  property 
of  one  of  iu  citizens  f  And,  aho,  how  this  House  was 
going  to  alter  a  solemn  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States?  That  Court  has  decided  that 
these  slaves  belong  to  a  foreign  claimant.  By  what 
mode  can  Government  control,  or  in  any  way  affect,  that 
decision  '  He  knew  of  none.  If  the  Court  of  last  resort 
has  fixed  the  right  of  property,  the  Government  has  no 
control  or  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  These  two.  difficul- 
ties were  open  and  glaring.  He  could  not  but  think  that 
the  amendment  had  been  accepted  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  witliout  due  consideration.  These 
persons,  for  aiiglit  that  appeared,  might  have  been  slaves 
in  their  own  land.  There  were  many  slaves  in  Africa, 
htrld  in  bomlage  by  the  laws  of  that  country.  The  pro- 
perty of  the  Spanish  claimant,  if  an^,  was  transferable, 
and  might  be  as  well  held  by  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  as  a  citizen  of  Spain,  lliere  was  but  one  condir- 
tion  attached  to  the  tenure,  viz :  the  re>exportatioi|>-.^ 
the  slaveb.  Gentlemen '  were  greatly  mistaken,  if  fhtf^ 
supposed  that  it  was  not  as  valuable  an  object  to  the 
South,  as  it  could  be  to  the  North,  that  African  slaves 
should  not  be  imported  into  this  country. 

The  people  of  Georgia  had  a  deep  and  peculiar  in- 
terest that  no  such  importation  should  take  place  {  and 
he  could  say  with  great  truth,  that  there  were  no  per- 
sons in  the  world  who  held  the  slave  trade  in  deeper  de- 
testation, or  would  do  more  to  resist  it  in  every  possible 
way.  It  was  the  people  of  Georgia,  and  they  alone,  who 
were  to  say  whether  they  consented  that  these  Afirieans 
should  remain  within  their  Territory.  They,  said  Mr* 
G.,  are  the  only  sufferers,  and  if  Georgia  says  they  may 
remain,  then  the  right  of  the  Spanish  claimant,  (now 
purchased  by  Mr.  Wildb)  is  perfectly  unassailable :  and 
it  b  equally  so,  if  he  performs  the  condition  of  this  bond, 
and  expotta  them  within  the  specified  period.  Out  of 
motiTes  of  mere  bttnuuiityt  this  gemleiMn  bus  eicpcndcd 


968 


GALES  &^  SEAT0N*8  REGISTER 


964 


H.  OF  R] 


Captitred  JtfrUana, 


[Jak.  10, 1828. 


more  than  $  11,000,  but  he  has  not  divested  himself  of 
his  right  to  hold  these  slaves  ;  he  cannot  direst  himself 
of  it,  nor  will  he  yield  it  to  any  arbitrary  power  attempt- 
ed to  be  exercised  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  It  is 
true  he  offered  these  slaves  to  the  Colonization  Society, 
to  that,  if  they  would  pay  the  expense  he  had  incurred, 
the  slaves  should  be  p^laced  at  their  disposal.  This  was 
his  own  free  act,  and  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  feel> 
ing^  of  every  one— but,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds, 
their  removal  could  not,  in  this  manner,  he  effected,  and 
there  the  matter  ended.  Mr.  Wilde  has  never  offered 
these  slaves  to  the  United  States,  on  the  same  terms,  or 
on  any  terms  ;  and,  if  be  had,  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  no  authority  to  expend  $  11,000  belonginjif  to 
the  People  of  the  United  States  for  any  such  object. 
Mr.  G.  concluded  by  reading  the  decree  of  the  Court  in 
the  case, 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  that  he  had  not  adopted  the 
amendment  under  any  idea  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  could  exercise  any  power  over  the  pri- 
vate property  of  an  individual.  He  had  adopted  it  as 
refemng  to  the  offer  made  to  the  Colonization  Society, 
and  as  directing  an  inquiry  whether  Government  might 
Bot  do  what  the  Society  would  gladly  have  done,  but 
were  not  able.  He  had  given  no  opinion  in  the  case, 
but  merely  agreed  that  the  inquixy  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  en- 
tirely disapproved  of  the  concluding  sentence  of  the 
amendment,  (of  Mr.  MiirsR>  and  should  not  have  con- 
sented to  adopt  this  part  of  tt,  had  he  adverted  to  the 
import  of  it.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Miker]  would  modify  his  amendment,  by 
striking  out  this  clause ;  and  if  the  gentleman  should 
not  do  this,  he  would  himself  move  to  strike  it  out.  Mr. 
B.  concluded  by  moving'  to 'strike  o»it  the  words  **  who 
have  been  cruelly  and  illegally  torn  from  their  counlrj'," 
and  the  question  being  on  thus  amending  the  resolution, 
Mr.  MIN£R  said  lie  was  not  willing  that  the  amend- 
ment proposed  should  prevail.  Were  not  these  Afri- 
cans found  in  a  slave  ship  ?  And  is  it  not  almost  certain, 
if  found  on  board  a  stave  vessel,  that  they  were  taken 
both  cruelly  and  illegally  ?  Is  there  a  reasonable  ground 
of  presumption  to.  the  contrary?  Were  you  to  go 
thrmigh  this  House,  step  by  step,  and  ask  of  members, 
one  by  one,  their  opinion  whether  Africans  found  in 
slave  vessels  were  purchased  there  of  masters  who  own- 
ed them,, or  violently  or  fraudulently  taken,  can  there 
exist  a  doubt  what  the  decision  would  be }  Sir,  it  is  an 
accursed  traffic — all  illegal — full  of  cruelty.  I  have  no 
doubt  on  the  subject,  and  I  would  not  express  a  doubt. 
I  am  aware  that  tliis  subject  is  one  liable  to  create  excite- 
ment. To  discuss  the  subject  of  slavery  in  any  shape 
here  is  a  delicate  matter.  So  far  as  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  us  lo  decide  on  subjects  connected  with  slavery, 
or  the  slave  trade,  it  is  not  only  our  right,  but  our  duty, 
to  discuss  them  freely,  being  careful  not  to  give  cause  of 
oiFcnce.  With  regard  to  slaveiy,  as  it  exists  in  the  seve- 
ral States,  there  is  no  purpose  to  interfere.  Passingly  1 
may  s^y,  that,  within  this^Distriet,  we  alone  have  tlie 

Sower  to  regulate  that  matter.  Here,  we  only  can  legis- 
ite  upon  tlie  subject,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  meet  the 
question.  But,  whatever  lejgral  claim  the  gentleman  who 
is  in  possession  of  these  Africans  may  have  ;  or  what- 
ever right  the  Government  of  Georgia  may  possess,  1 
would  !M>t  encroach  upon — it  is  not  my  purpose  or  wish 
to  interfere  with.  But  I  pray  you  to  look  to  the  true 
state  ef  this  matter.  Here  are  thirty-eight  Africans  found 
on  board  a  slave  vessel,  ruthlessly  torn  from  their  coun- 
Xiy  and  their  fireedom,  as  I  suppose — they  are  cast  upon 
our  shores,  and  thrown  into  our  power  ;  the  question  is, 
shall  we  consign  them  and  their  ciiildren,  and  (heir  chil- 
dren's children,  into  everlasting  and  hopeless  bondage ; 
or  sliall  wc  restore  lliem  to  liberty  and  their  country  ? 


To  me  it  appears  it  would  be  magnanimous  to  sty  to 
these  pecsons-^you  have  been  violently  t6m  from  your 
homes — we  will  exercise  the  national  power  to  puidisae 
the  claim  existing  against  you,  and  return  jrou  to  your 
counti-y  and  freedom.  How  much  more  nobly  would  this 
sound  here  and  throughout  Europe,  than  te  say  to  them, 
«  you  fell  into  our  power,  and  we  will  hold  you  in  per- 
petual bondage."  I  would  not  violate  the  rights  of  Mr, 
Wilde  5  1  Miwierstand  he  is  willing  to  toke  what  he  gave 
the  Spanish  claimants,  that  he  is  willing  to  sell.  I  hope 
the  words  may  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  made  some  inquiry,  which  was 
not  distinctly  heard  {  wlien 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR  said  he  could  not  better  answer 
the  inquiry  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
than  by  asking  for  the  reading  of  the  first  psrt  of  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Wilde:  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH.  I  now  say,  sir,  without  intending 
the  least  disrespect,  that' the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.    Miitsm]  and  which  has 
been  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  HampAire, 
[Mr.  BAmTwrr]  affirms  as  a  fact,  what  the  petition,  and 
the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Georgia,  do  positively  deny. 
Audit  is  certainly  unbecoming  of  this  Ho<ise  lo  say  to 
one  of  its  committees,  as  a  feet,  that  which  all  the  evi- 
dence before  the  House  proves  not  to  be  a  fact,  that 
these  People  had  been  Uken  illegally.     The  resolution 
in  its  present  form  affirms  that  these  slaves  have  been 
*'  inhumanly  and  illegally"  taken  from  Aft-ica.  They  may 
have  been  taken  "inhumanly,*'  but  of  this  we  have  no 
proof— but  as  to  their  havmg  been  taken  ittcgally,  wc 
have  the  raobt  positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  because 
they  were  claimed  (and  the  claim  was  established  by  the 
tribunal  in  the  last  resort)  by  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
owners,  the  Government  of  both  of  whose  countries  le- 
galize tlie  traffic .    They  could  not,  therefore,  have  been 
taken  contrary  to  law.     They  were  taken  according  to 
the  laws,  usages,  and  customs,  of  Africa,  and  of  the  na- 
tions to  which  the  claimants  belong.  They  were  as  law- 
fully Uken,  probably,  as  any  slaves  who  were  broaght 
into  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  under  that  clause  of  the  Constfttition 
which  permitted  the  traffic  in  slaves  for  a  limited  lime. 
The  Uking  and  bringing  of  these  was  1«R«U  according  to 
the  laws  of  America,  and  by  thecustoms  of  Africa.  We  are, 
therefore,  asked  to  affirm  that  the  slaves  mentioned  in  this 
petition  were  Uken  **  illegally,"  when  all  the  proof  is  to 
the  contrary. 

Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
slave  trade  and  slavery  in  the  abstract.     1'hat  roan  has  a 
hard  heart,  or  at  least  a  narrow  understanding^yesi,  and 
a  n&rrow  heart,  too,  who  would  justify  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract    But  that  man,  although  he  may  have  a  heart  as 
capacious  as  the  Atlantic  Ocean  itself,  has  a  narroir  and 
confineil  intellect,  who  undertakes  to  make  himself  and 
his  country  the  judge  and  the  standard  for  other  nven 
and  other  countries.     Sir,  this  very  principle  of  interfer- 
ence with  the  conduct  of  other  nations  was  one  of  the 
greatest  objections  to  the  Revolutionists  of  France,  and  ii 
was  one  of  the  greatest  objections  Uken  to  the   con- 
duct  of  the  high  contracting  parties  at  Pilnitz.      We 
have  no  right  to   prescribe  laws   for  other    countries. 
God  forbid,   Mr.   R.  said,  that  he  should  ever  defentl 
slaver)',  or  ever  should,  in   any  case,  raise   his    voice 
.igaiRst  tiie  cause  of  liberty.       Though,    said     he»    I 
might  remind  the  House  that  slavery  existed  a  lon^  time 
ti^o.    The  mother  of  the  Yshmaelites  was  a  bond-^w^omar; 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  about  whom  we  hea^  so    iniich> 
were  slave-owners.        Sir  Thomas  More,   one    of  tlie 
wisest,  and  one  of  the  most  benevolent  of  men^    could 
not  complete  bis  Rutopian  Commonwealth  vitho^it  lite 
aid  of  siavery.      That  it  lias  existed,  does  exist  ;   tl%»t 
it  i^  «>  eril,  no  one  wiU  deny.     But  we  iiave  uo   rij^bt. 
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on  that  account,  to  make  laws  for  other  nations,  and  in 
this  case,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  whom  the 
case  was  submitted,  is  positive  evidence  that  these  per- 
sons were  not  illegally  talcea,  and  consequently  were 
not  ille^ly  broui^ht  into  the  United  States.  I  am  now 
bottommg  myself  upon  iaw»upnn  sheer  law. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  there  has  a  spirit  gone  abroad — both 
in  England  and  here — it  is  liow  raging  in  England,  per- 
hapsy  as  much  as  ever  fanaticism  raged  there  In  the 
time  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Round  Heads — it  is  raging 
here,  and  I  wish  I  could  say  that  it  does  not  exist  even  in 
Virginia.  It  is  the  spirit  of  neglecting  our  own  affairs  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  the  affairs  of  our  neighbors. 
Sir,  this  spirit  takes  the  plodder — ^yes,  the  plodder  from 
the  field-^to  become  a  plodder  in  the  pulpit.  It  has  taken 
the  shoe-maker  from  his  last — and,  what  is  worse  than 
all,  it  takes  the  mother  from  the  fireside  and  from  her 
children,  into  a^sortof  religious  dissipation,  in  which  the 
Church  is  made  as  much  a  Theatre  as  the  Grand  Opera  at 
Paris,  or  as  Drury  Lane  or  Covent  Garden  in  London- 
This  spirit  renders  home  too  dull  a  |}lace,  and  renders  it 
(if  I  dare  to  use  a  French  word  in  this  House,  or  a  Latin 
one,  without  the  certainty  of  being  misrepresented)  the 
very  seat  of  ennui. 

Sometimes  our  humanity  is  up  for  the  Greeks — It  has 
not  yet,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  asked  for  the  Trojans — it 
may,  very  possibly,  be  some  day  up  for  tlie  Trojans — 
and  we  are  called  to  rejoice  in  a  victory  of  the  three 
first  Powers  of  Europe  over  a  handful  of  semi-barbari- 
ans, in  the  harbor  of  the  ancient  Pylos.  Sir,  instead  of 
any  triumph,  in  my  opinion,  that  victory  was  a  stigma — 
•«  stain-yupon  the  naval  glory  of  all  those  nations  con- 
cerned in  it-^I  mean  of  those  who  had  any  glory  to  lose. 
With  immense  odds  in  their  favor,  tliey  attacked,  and 
killed,  and  murdered,  hand  to  hand,  as  brave  a  set  of 
men  as  the  Sun  ever  shone  upon.  And  what  are  we -to 
assist  the  Greeks  for  ?  To  build  up  a  nest  of  pirates  in 
the  JEgean  ?  They  were  so  of  old — ^)es,  sir,  of  old — long 
before  the  time  ofAjax  and  Agamemnon — pirates  they 
arc — pii'ates  they  ever  have  been — and  pirates  they  ever 
will  be.  Why,  sir,  our  force  will  not  be  able,  even  in 
that  small,  placid — that  halcyon  sea,  I  might  call  it — to 
protect  our  own  commerce  from  their  row  boats  and  their 
corsairs. 

In  saying  this,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  knew  that  he  was  run- 
ning against  the  prejudices  of  the  country,  and  that  phi- 
lanthropy which  was  so  much  in  vogue.  But,  said  he, 
what  was  I  sent  here  for  but  to  oppose  those  prejudices 
whenever  it  is  practicable  ? 

[Here  the  CHAIR  interposed,  and  reminded  Mr.  R. 
that  tlie  discussion  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Bartlett,  which  was  to  strike  out  the  last 
words  of  Mr.  Miitsb's  amendment  to  his  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  resumed.  If  I  am  out  of  order,  I  submit  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair — what  I  said  was  only  intended  as 
illustration,  in  reference  to  the  part  of  the  amendment, 
which  goes.to  assume  that  the  slaves  were  Illegally  taken, 
when  We  have  the  evidence  of  the  decision  of  the  Court 
in  tfie  last  resort  to  the  contrary.  Sir,  said  he,  f  will  put 
a  case,  which  will  further  ilUisli-ate  this  controversy.  Sup. 
pose  that  the  British  Government,  instead  of  being  anx- 
lou.s  as  they  are,  to  vomit  forth  the  Lazaroni  of  Ireland 
-—that  wretched  population  who  are  re<tuced  to  the  min- 
imum, and  the  ptasimum  too,  of  human  existence — to  the 
potato,  the  whole  potato,  and  nothing  but  the  potato — 
was  desirous  of  deUinhig  them  in  Ireland — would  it  be 
«*  inhuman"  in  the  Captain  of  an  American  vessel**it  cer  • 
tainly  would  be  •«  illegal,"  according  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land—but would  it  be  "  inhuman"  to  bring  a  number  of 
tliat  wretched  peasantry,  ground  down  to  the  last  turn  of 
the  screw  of  despotism,  so  that  one  turn  more  must  res- 
cue them  entirely  from  it — the  human  fiimily  codld  not 
maltiply  under  a   feather  more  of  weight— to  bring  a 


number  of  these  miserable  beings  to  this  country  ! 
Sir,  I  will  not  say  how  much  humanity  and  religion  I 
have — I  will  say,  in  the  words  of  a  very  great  man,  oi^ 
another  occasion,  "  none  to  speak  of )"  but  it  would  be 
humanity  to  bring  them  all  here.  Yet,  as  regards  the  in- 
terests Cf  my  country — of  the  State  of  Virginia — I  would 
hang  any  man  who  brings  one  of  them  into  it.  Yes,  Sir — ^I 
would  make  it  death}  for  it  would  be  inflicting  a  serious 
evil.  f 

I  was  sent  here  to  promote  the  true  interests  of  this 
People.  I  think,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  many  of  my 
friends  are  radically  wrong,  and  I  think  many  measures 
we  have  adopted  here  are  wrong:  and  though  I  would 
not  abolish  that  sort  of  humanity  and  religion,  I  would 
certainly  let  it  enjoy  a  pretty  long  abeyance. 

Sir,  if  this  amendment  be  adopted,  it  goes  to  touch 
not  only  the  legal  right  now  under  consideration,  but  the 
legal  right  to  every  slave  in  the  country  previously  im« 
ported  :  for,  if  these  thirty-nine  slaves  were  inhunmnly 
an^  illegally  taken,  then,  according  to  the  reasoning  of 
the  gentleman,  all  the  rest  which  were  brought  into  this 
country  from  Africa,  whilst  the  Constitution  admitted 
their  introduction,  were  inhumanly  and  illegally  taken. 

1  will  not  trespass  farther  on  the  p:;tience  and  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  but,  as  a  Southern  man,  I  will  not 
suffer  this  matter  to  go  any  furllier,  without  making  a  sol* 
emn  protest  ag^nst  any  such  preference  as  this,  on  the 
part  of  an^  branch  of  tins  (government,  going  to  touch 
this  question,  or  affect  that  right  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever. I  protest  against  it  as  one  of  the  humblest  and  low- 
est of  the  Virginia  Delegation — and.  Sir,  I  never  will  sit 
silent  here  as  long  as  any  tiling  is  brought  before  the 
House,  which  touches  it  in  the  slightest  or  the  remotest 
degree. 

Mr.  MINER  begged  gentlemen  to  remember  that  he 
had  no  hand  in  bringing  this  subject  before  the  House. 
The  case  of  these  persons  was  brought  here  by  others.  In 
speaking  of  the  slave  trade  as  illegal,  t  did  not  intend  to 
speak  in  the  precise  terms  of  the  lawyer,  nor  to  embar- 
rass the  question  with  legal  technicalities.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  must  pardon  me,  but,  because  Spain 
and  Portugal  may  legalize  this  trkflic,  I  cannot  regard  it 
as  legal,  nor  consent  to  speak  of  it  as'  legal.  This  point 
is  not  to  be  settled  for  us  by  Spain  or  Portugal.  We 
should  regaid  and  speak  of  it  as  statesmen,  and  the  ques* 
tion  of  its  legality  should  be  determined  by  the  higlierlaws 
of  God  and  humanity.  Those  are  the  laws  to  which  I  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  WEEMSrose;  when  the  SPEAKER  observed, 
that  the  debaie  had  taken  already  too  wide  a  range:  that 
the  motion  before  the  House,  of  the  gentleman  fi-om  Penn , 
sylvania,  was  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  ih^ 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  WE  EMS  said,  he  asked  no  further  indulpenee 
than  had  been  extended  to  other  gentlemen  who  hftd 
taken  part  in  this  debate;  that  he  certainly  was  not  out  of 
order  in  obtaining  tlie  floor,  and  he  should  endeavor  not 
to  become  so  in  any  remarks  which  he  had  to  offer,  and 
most  assuredly  not  more  so  than  others  who  had  spoken, 
and  then  inquii'ed  of  the  Speaker  whether  he  was  to  con- 
suler  himself  as  having  the  floor? 

[The  SPEAKEU  requested  the  gentleman  from  Mary, 
land  to  proceed.]  Mr.  WEEMS  said  he  heartily  accorded 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rait- 
fioLPu)  in  most  of  his  remarks ;  and,  although  like  that 
gentleman,  he  felt  unwilling,  for  the  purpose  of  increan- 
mg  temptation,  or  extending  slavery,  to  go  into  the  de'- 
fence  of^it  as  an  abstract  principle,  consequently  he  had 
hoped  not  to  have  felt  himself  called  upon  to  say  one 
word  on  the  present  occasion.  But  when  gentlemen  con- 
sidered themselves  at  liberty  to  rise  on  this  floor,  and,  by 
a  forsnal  proposition,  uncharitably  to  denounce  all  others 
who  liappen  to  think  differently  from  themselves  on  the 
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subject  of  sUvery,  pronouncing^  it  not  only  contrary  to 
law  and  humanity;  but  in  the  open  violation  of  the  pre- 
cepts and  commandments  of  God,  he  felt  himself 
no  loPiper  at  liberty  to  be  silent,  beinsr  himself  a 
8lave4iolder,  and  bound  at  all  times,  when  l^perly 
called  on,  to  oflTer  reasons  in  justification  of  his  actions. 

[Mr.  MINER  rose  to  explain.  The  honorable  member 
must  have  misapprehended  him,  as  he  certainly  did  not 
mean  to  make  any  attack  upon  those  who  held  slave  pro- 
perty. His  remarks  were  strictly  confined  to  the  case  of 
the  Africans  whom  he  could  not  re^^rd  as  slaves,  and  he 
did  not  think  our  laws  should  so  regard  them.] 

Mr.  WEEMS  said  be  had  no  disposition  to  doubt  the 
honorable  gentleman,  or  to  reject  his  explanation.  But 
he  wished  to  be  understood,  in  accepting  it,  to  receive 
it  precisely  as  he  would  an  apology  from  a  man  who  had 
first  attempted  to  knock  him  down,  and  then  declared  he 
had  no  intention  of  iajurin^  him.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Wkbxs, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  R.]  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  G.]  must  have  satisfied,  if  not 
all,  certainly  the  most  who  have  listened  to  them,  that 
tht^  particular  act,  now  under  discussion  of  enslaving 
men,  was  not  contrary  to  law,  however  it  might  be  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  entertained  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  on  that  subject,  contrary  to 
humanity.  My  object,  ar,  said  Mr.  W.  will  now  be",  to 
shew;  that  the  gentleman  is  equally  mistaken  as  to  another 
law,  and  the  Gospel,  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  intro- 
duce to  his  aid;  and  he  would  here  state,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  so  far  as  proof  be  re<}uired  to  meet  proof, 
that  slavery,  the  rigiit  of  property  m  the  human  ^mily, 
by  purchase  with  your  money,  to  be  held  and  transferred 
in  perpetuity  to  posterity,  had  been  recogniied  by  the 
Almighty  himself  to  the  fullest  extent,  under  every  dis- 
pensation which  he  has  condescended  in  mercy  to  extend  to 
man;  after  advancing  this  unfashionable  proposition,  said 
Mr.  Wkxiis,  I  hope  to  be  indulged,  whilst  1  offer  in  as 
a  brief  a  manner  as  possible,  a  few  of  the  leading  proofs 
Uiat  at  present  occur  to  my  mind,  out  of  the  many  pas- 
sages, which  are  to  be  adduced  from  both  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  go  back 
to  the  origin  of  slavery.  The  sin  of  ingratitude  commit- 
ted by  the  ungrateftil  Ham  towards  his  aged  father,  after 
that  uther  had^  as  the  favored  instrument  of  God,  saved 
him  and  his  family  from  that  universal  ruin  into  which  all 
animated  nature  had  been  thrown,  with  the  exception  of 
what,  under  God's  directions,  he  had  received  mto  his 
ark  of  safety,  farther  than  by  a  reference  to  satisfy  those 
who  will  examine  for  themselves,  that  slavery  was  the 
decree  of  Heaven  ;  *  CUrsed  should  be  Canaan,  a  servant 
of  servants  shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren;"  and  that 
"Shem  should  be  blessed,"  and  '*  Canaan  shall  be  a  ser- 
vant," and  that  **  God  would  enlarge  Japheth  and  Canaan 
should  be  his  servant^"  so  said  the  good  old  Noah,  and 
the  sequel,  so  far  as  sacred  and  profane  history  are 
to  be  received  in  evidence,  has  proved  that  he  knew 
and  said  it  proplietically,  as  he  knew  and  spoke  of  the 
approaching  deluge  before  it  came— and  who  can  un- 
lay  it? 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  House 
immediately  to  him,  who,  of  all  others,  it|)leased  God  to 
style  his  friend^the  faithful  Abraham — with  whom  God 
established  a  covenant,  that  which  Christians  believe  and 
acknowledge  to  be  the  prototype  of  Baptism;  wherein  he 
was  commanded  to  circumcise,  at  eight  days  old,  '*  all 
bom  in  the  house,  or  bought  with  money  of  any  stranger, 
which  is  not  of  thy  seed;"  thereby  recognizing  the  right 
of  property  by  purchase,  not  only  for  the  moment,  but 
forever,  "and  my  covenant  shall  be  in  your  flesh  an 
everlasting  covenant;"  and  this  very  same  Abraham  must 
,  have  been  a  vile  old  sinner,  (agreeable  to  the  notions  of 
the  present  da;|r)  for  we  read  that,  on  one  occanon,  he 
armed  318  of  his  servants^  and,  wicked  as  he  was  to  hold 


servants,  God  blessed  him,  and  gave  success  to  his  i 
Again,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.  we  find  urtdrr  the  Mosaic  dispen-  - 
sation,  slavery  to  be  recognized  to  the  fullest  possible  ex  • 
tent;  nay,  sir,  it  is  commanded  by  him  who  was  believed 
by  all  to  be  a  Uw-giver  from  God ;  through  him  we  re- 
ceived the  commandments  of  **  thou  slialt  do  no  mur- 
der," &b.  ;  and  if  we  respect  those,  we  are  equally 
to  respect  other  commands  delivered  through  him,  the 
very  same  law-giver.     Now,  what  was  Moses*  command 
on  the  subject  of  davery  ?    It  was  this  :  "If  a  Hebrew 
brother  became  poor,  and  was  sold  for  his  debts,  he 
should  not  be  held  as  %  slave,  but  as  an  hired  servant, 
and,  after  a  limited  time,  acd  at  a  fixed  period,  ahould 
be  allowed  to  go  free.  But  not  so  of  others,  not  Hebrews* 
No,  sir,  his  words  ar»  :    '*  Both  thy  bondmen  and  thy 
bondmaids  which  thou  shalt  have,  slnll  be  of  the  heathen 
that  are  round  about  you  ;  of  them  shall  ye  buy  bondmen 
and  bondmaids  ;  moreover,  of  the  children  c^  the  stran- 
gers that  do  sojourn  among  yon,  of  them  shall  ye  buy 
and  of  their  families  that  are  with  you,  which  they  begat 
in  your  land,  and  they  shall  be  your  possession  ;  and  ye 
shall  take  tliem  for  an  inheritanee  for  your  children  afier 
you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  possession;  they  jihmll  be  your 
bondmen  forever.     But  ever  your  brethren,  the  children 
of  Israel,  ye  shall  not  rule  one  over  another  with  rigor." 
Yet,  sir,  the  pretended  philanthropy  of  our  day  can  admit 
of  no  difference;  all  are  entitled  to  equal  riglits,  God's 
command  even  to  the  contrary  notwitjistanding.     Nov, 
sir,   though  last,  not  least,  let  me  draw  the  attention  of 
this  House  and  the  world  as  far  at  least  as  what  I  may 
humbly  offer  shall  extend,  to  the  Gospel  of  our  Sarioiir. 
His  self-tauglit  followers  have  called  upon  roasters  to 
render  to  their  servants  that  which  is  ressonable  mnd 
just ;  and  upon  the  servants  to  obey  and  to  serve  tVieir 
masters  in  the  flesh,  faithfully  as  serving  God.    St.  Paul, 
when  applied  to  by  a  nmaway,  so  successfolly  instructs 
him  in  this  his  duty^  that  he  is  found  to  alter  bis  dewgn, 
and  to  return  voluntarily,  to  his  master  Philemon,  with  a 
letter  from  Paul:  wherein  Philemon  is  enjoined  to   re- 
ceive him,  and  treat  him  to  be  sure  as  a  brother,  as  he 
was,  with  liis,   PaulSs,  promise  to  make  up  or  pay  him 
what  Onesimus  might  owe  him  for  absenting  himselC  as- 
suring his  master  how  gladly  he  would  have  Onesimus 
to  administer  unto  himself,  but,  without  his  master's  con- 
sent, he  would  do  nothing.     What  more,  sir,  need  I  offer 
to  convince  gentlemen  of  the  advantage  that  would  arise 
from  an  examination  of  a  subject,  and  of  authorities  ia 
proof  of  the  truth,  previous  to  an  ofBcioia  intermeddling 
with  what  they  know  or  seem  to  know  but  little  indeed 
about.  I  hope,  sir,  the  amendment  now  before  the  Uoose 
will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  MINER  now  withdrew  his  amendment. 

And  the  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Barturt's  origi 
nal  resolution,  viz.  to  have  the  bill  recommitted,  with 
instructions  to  report  to  the  House  the  facts  of  the  canc^ 
it  was  adopted  without  a  division. 

CASE  OF  MARIGNY  D'AUTERIVE- 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Auteri««  : 
when  Mr.  DRAYTON  took  the  floor  and  concluded  the 
arguments  commenced  by  him  on  a  previous  day,  in  re- 
ply to  those  gentlemen  who  had  oppt»e4  the  amend* 
ment  moved  by  Mr.  Litikostox.* 

Mr.  DRAYTON,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  said  he 
concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Clark]  who  last  addressed  the  Committee,  in  the  wtsk 
he  expressed,  that  the  necessity  should  never  occur  of 
discussing  the  question  now  before  the  Committee.  But 
the  necessity  has  occurred,  said  Mr.  D.  and  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  has  contributed  at  least  as  much 

*  This  Speech  w«t  commeneed  on  the  7Ui  Jaaaax>,  and  the  rc«uiHk» 
of  twa  dt  jfl  are  here  eonueeted. 
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tovardi  it  as  any  one  who  has  engaged  in  the  debate. 
The  Gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rakdoiph]  request- 
ed that  no  member  from  certain  parts  of  the  Union 
wouid  condescend  to  discuss  the  main  question  which 
had  been  raised.     With  the    most  unfeigned  personal 
respect  for  that  gentleman,  I  shall  rather  imitate  his  pre- 
cept than  his  example :  for  after  the  course  which  he 
had  recommended,  in  a  manner  the  most  solemn  and  im- 
pressive, he  afterwards  entered  into  an  argument  which, 
perhaps, exhausted  the  subject .    I  undertake  to  wy^  that, 
if  it  should  ever  here  be  seriously  discussed,  whether  the 
master  has  a  right  cf  property  in  his  slave,  that  no  mem- 
bers would  remain  m  this  Hall,  who  represent  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  States  in  which  slaves  are  possessed.    Rights 
which  are  secured  by  the  Constitution  must  endure  as 
long  as  that  Constitution  exists      Is  it  not  an  article  of 
the  Constitution  that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
for  public  use,  withont  compensation  /    Is  it  not  another, 
that  the  citizens  of  each  State  are  entitled  to  all  the  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States  > 
Are  these  articles  respected,  if  his  property  is  ravished 
from  the  Southern  owner,  and  applied  to  the  public  use, 
without  remuneration  ?    Is  he  alone  to  be  deprived  of 
that  which  is  enjoyed    by    every  other  citizen?    Arc 
these  infractions  of  legal,  and  moral,  and  constitutional 
rights  to  be  even  jasti6ed  by  resorting  to  abstract  sub 
tleties  and  sophistical  refinements  ?    Let  me  entreat  the 
Committee  to  look  at  the  real  question  which  is  before 
it.     It  is  simply  whether  an  individual,  whose  property 
has  been  impressed  into  the  public  service,  is  to  be  paid 
for  the  damages  he  has  sustained  by  that  act.     Would 
the  Committee,  apprehending  clearly  this  question,  pon- 
der for  a  moment  as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  ?    If  it 
pauses,  upon  the  ground  that  slaves  are  not  property-<-if 
It  pauses  to  investigate  and  decide  what  Congress  has  no 
power  to  sit  in  judgment  upon-^the  pause  would  resem- 
ble that  which  precedes  the  whirlwind  and  the  tempest : 
it  would  be  followed  by  the  rocking  of  the  fabric  of  our 
Constitution  to  its  base,  and  its  prostration  in  the  dust. 
Sir,  when  I  listened  to  the  sentiments  which  were  ex- 
pressed by  some  who  have  addressed  the  Committee, 
particularly    by  the  gentleman   from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Clark  ;]  when  1  heard  them  utter  opinions  pregnant  with 
such  baleful  consequences,  I  shuddered.     When  1  heard 
doctrines  advanced,  the  recognition  of  which  would  dis- 
solve the  bonds  of  our  Confederacy,  I  trembled  for  my 
country.     It  has  been  openly  avowed,  that  the  United 
States,  in  virtue  of  the  compromise  in  the  Constitution, 
by  which  slaves  were  represented,  are  entitled,  in  every 
military  emergency,  to  take  these  slaves  into  the  public 
service,    without  the  consent  or  remuneration  of  their 
owners.     Do  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  hold  their  pro- 
perty at  the  will  of  the  United  States  ?    Are  their  slaves 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Government  ?    Can  their  proprietors, 
when  it  shall  please  this  Government,  be  reduced  to  des- 
titution and  beggary  ^     When  such  principles  are  pro- 
inulgAted,  will  our  citizens  calculate  upon  the  value  of 
the  Union  f    If  I  know  my  countrymen,  they  would  soon- 
er perish  {  but  they  would  perish  with  arms   in  their 
hands,  dyed  in  the  blood  of  those  who  would  attempt  to 
rivet  upon  them  so  degrading  a  vassalage.     Did  they  sub- 
mit to  such  demdation,  they  would  deserve  it :  they 
would  be  fitter  for  slavery  than  freedom.     And  yet,   sir, 
w^hilat  professing  doctrines  leading  to  the  direst  issues,  to 
the  subversion  of  the  Confederacy,  to  bloodshed  and  ci- 
vil war,  the  {gentleman  [Mr.  Clabk]  Ulked,  in  impassion- 
ed terms,  of  justice,  and  benevolence,  and  religion.     Sa> 
cred  majesty  of  justice  !  are  these  thy  dictates  }    Pure 
fountain  of  benevolence  !  do  these  precepts  flow  from 
thy  source  }    Is  this,  O  God  of  Meroy  !  is  this  the  reli- 

l^ion  thou  enjoinest }    Though  somewhat  drawn  from  the 
even  tenor  of  the  disc.ussion,-by  giving  utterance  to  feel- 

•  ingB  whicb  could  not  be  sappseased,  1  will,  nevertheless. 


now  endeavor  to  argue  the  question  before  us  calmly,  or 
rather  those  paru  of  it  which  admit  of  argument.  As 
several  gentlemen  have  spoken,  to  whom  I  wish  to  reply, 
in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  Committee  I  will  compress 
the  substance  of  what  they  have  said  in  a  few  propositions, 
and  Xtii^t  that  I  shall  demonstrate  that  they  rest  u  pon 
founda^ionn  witich  are  utterly  untenable. 

It  has  been  contended,  that  ilaves,  not  being  men- 
tioned in  the  act  of  1816,  which  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  property  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy; 
whilst  in  the  miliUry  service  of  the  United  States,  there- 
fore, admitting  them  to  be  property,  compensation  can- 
not, legally,  be  made  to  their  owners  for  any  damages 
they  niight  suffer  from  their  slaves  being  injured  or  de- 
stn^ed,  when  pressed  into  i\x6  military  service  of  the 
Government. 

That  the  Government  has  no  power,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  impress  a  slave,  therefore,  that  compensation 
for  his  labor,  deterioration,  or  loss,  oug^t  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, should  he  be  pressed  into  the  national  service. 

That  no  peculiar  hardship  is  endured  by  the  owner,  in 
consequence  of  a  refusal  to  remunerjite  him  for  the  labor, 
deterioration,  or  destruction  of  his  slave,  pressed  into  ttie 
service  of  the  public,  inasmuch  as  no  compensation  is 
granted  to  tne  master  for  the  damages  he  sustains  from 
the  enlistment  of  his  apprentice,  or  to  the  parent  for  his 
minor  son,  when  impressed  into  the  Army. 

That,  although  slaves,  under  one  view  of  their  condi-. 
tion,  are  property,  yet,  when  considered  in  another  aspect,* 
as  giving  a  riglit  of  representation,  they  then  cease  to  be^ 
property,  and  must  b«  regarded  as  persons. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  observations  of  the' 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WafrrLssBr]  I  had  hoped 
that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentlemin  from  Lou- 
isiana [Mr.  Livtwostok]  miglU  have  been  disponed  of, 
without  any  irritation  or  excitement.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  afler  unquatfiedly  conceding  that  slaves  were 
property,  accompanied  by  some  remarks,  which  were 
kind  and  liberal,  contended,  that  the  petitioner  was  not 
entitled  to  compensation  for  the  damages  he  had  sustain- 
ed in  consequence  of  his  slave  having  been  pressed  into 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  because  slaves 
were  not  enumerated  among  the  particular  description  of 
property  contained  in  the  act  of  1816.  Although  I  should 
tMve  thought  that  the  gentleman's  construction  of  the 
act  was  erroneous,  yet  it  would  have  afforded  me  great 
satisfaction  that  this  should  been  the  ground  upon  which 
he  offered  the  amendment.  Had  the  debate  been  limi- 
ted to  the  construction  of  the  law,  and  had  no  other  cx'- 
ceptions  to  the  amendment  been  relied  upon,  no  irrita- 
tion would  have  been  created  ;  and  I  am  confident  that 
neither  my  colleagues  nor  myself  would  have  exhibited 
any  other  feel  in  rs  than  such  as  are  called  forth  by  the  or- 
dinary topics  of  legislation,  and  this  Committee  would 
not  have  heard  an  angry  tone  of  discussion,  which  must 
have  been  painful  to  it  to  listen  to. 

In  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  1816,  it  is  enacted,  that 
if  damage  has  been  sustained  by  the  loss,  capture,  or 
destruction,  by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule,  ox,  wa- 
gon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  whilst  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  either  by  impressment  or 
contract,  the  owners  of  such  property  shall  be  indemni- 
fied. In  this  enumeration  staves  are  not  named,  from 
which  the  gentleman  from' Ohio,  [Mr.  Whittlxset,] 
froYn  Virginia,  [Mr.  McCot,]  and  from  New  Fork,  [Mr- 
Stroho,]  infer,  that  they  were  not  intended  to  be  com- 
prehended in  it.  But  the  5th  section  of  the  same  act 
declares,  that  where  anv  property  impressed  or  taken 
by  public  authority,  for  the  use  or  subsistence  of  the  Army, 
during  the  late  war,  has  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consum- 
ed»  the  owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value 
thereof.  This  section  is  general  and  embraces  every 
species  of  property.  Had  it  not  been  inserted,  the  3d  section 
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would  have  been  imperfect  :  for,  if  a  slave  would  not  be 
within  its  meaning  because  not  named,  neither  would  any 
other  species  of  property,  which  had  not  been  named  ; 
^e  effect  of  which  would  have  been,  that  no  compensa- 
tion could  be  made  for  the  use,  loss,  or  destruction  of 
any  animal  excepting  a  horse,  mule,  or  ox  :  of  anv  kind 
of  carriage,  excepting  a  wagon  or  cart :  of  any  floating 
vessel  executing  a  boat )  or  of  any  property  which  might 
have  been  lost  or  destroyed  in  a  wagon,  cart,  or  boat : 
nor  could  compensation  have  been  made  for  working 
tools,  provisions,  timber,  iron,  &c.  or  any  of  the  infinite 
varieties  of  articles,  which  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
might  require.  The  mere  statement  of  these  effects,  re- 
sultjnjr  from  limiting  the  construction  of  the  act  to  the 
specific  subjects  enumerated  in  its  3i1  section,  isaufflcient 
to  shew  the  incorrectness  of  the  inference  which  has 
been  drawn  from  it.  It  is  well  known  to  the  members  of 
this  Committee,  to  be  the  ordinary  practice,  in  framing 
laws,  in  which  certain  objects  are  intended  to  be  provided 
for,  first,  to  detail  these  objects,  and  then  to  introduce 
a  genei^l  provision,  in  order  to  guard  against  omissions, 
frequently  unavoidable,  where  specifications  are  attempt- 
ed.  With  this  view  the  5th  section  was  inserted  .•  under 
it  every  species  of  property  is  included  ;  a  slave,  there- 
fore being  property,  which  in  this  part  of  their  argument 
wss  conceded  by  the  gentleman  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, it  follows,  necessarily,  that  his  owner  is  as  much  en- 
titled to  compensation,  under  the  circumstances  stated 
in  the  act,  as  the  owner  of  any  other  property,  in  the 
same  situation. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  Government  has  no  power, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  press  slaves  into  its  service  ; 
therefore,  that  compensation  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  for 
their  use,  deterioration,  or  loss,  where  the  Government 
does  exercise  this  power.  Sir,  I  can  scarcely  reply  to 
this  position  with  seriousness.  A  more  utter  abandon- 
ment of  sense  to  abstraction  ;  a  more  perfect  mvasioii  of 
of  all  the  rulef.  of  logic  and  reasoning  :  a  more  untenable, 
indefensible  paradox,  I  have  never  heard  uttered  upon 
this  floor.  What  is  the  sobsUnce,  if  substance  it  have 
•  any  >  Tliat  the  commisdon  of  a  wrong  absolves  the  par- 
ty committing  it  from  responsibility!  'fhat  the  ursurpation 
of  power  exempts  the  usurper  fi*om  moral  or  legal  ac- 
eountability.  That  tlie  wrong  of  seizing  property,  tyran- 
nically, justifies  the  wrong  of  refusing  to  make  compen- 
sation for  its  use  or  destruction.  What,  do  laws  protect 
the  violators  of  right  >  I  had  always  thought  that  they 
were  framed  to  protect  the  citizen  from  wrong.  Does 
the  Constitution  forbid  our  Government  from  doing  jus- 
tice, only  in  cases  in  which  our  Government  has  been  un- 
just /  If  my  dwelling  has  been  reduced  to  ashes  by  the 
mcendiary — if  my  purse  has  been  forced  from  me  by  the 
robber— if  my  life  has  been  taken  by  the  mui-derer— shall 
these  criminals  be  permitted  to  elude  the  vengeance  of 
the  law,  upon  the  plea,  that  they  had  no  right  to  com- 
mit the  felonies  which  they  have  perpetrated  ?  And 
yet,  upon  no  better  foundation  rests  the  argument  of  the 
l^ntleman,  that  tlie  Government,  in  the  case  before  us, 
18  not  bound  to  remunerate  the  petitioner.  As  has  been 
properly  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Loubiana,  though 
his  meaning  hasiieen  grossly  misconceived,  the  Govern- 
ment has  no  right  by  the  Constitution  or  by  law,  to  press 
any  kind  of  property.  Extraordinary  cases,  neverthe- 
less, happen,  when  imperious  necessity,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  body  politic,  justify  such  an  act.  Where  such 
high  necessity  exists,  tvcry  kind  of  property  is  equally 
•ubject  to  be  put  in  requisition.  Though  unwilling  to 
make  any  admission  authorizing  the  United  Sutes,  or 
any  of  their  militory  agents,  to  interfere  with  the  South- 
ern slave,  I  yet  agree  with  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Haxiltoit,] 
Cthough  I  very  much  qualify  the  application  of  the  emi- 
nent domain  and  transcendental  propriety,  in  a  Republic 
like  ours)  when  the  enemy  is  menacing  cur  Territory, 


and  hia  pro^ss'-cannot  be  impeded,  without  calling  forth 
all  th<^  physical  force  of  the  adjacent  country,  to  erect  forti- 
fications, throw  up  entrenchments,  or  to  perform  any  other 
kind  of  military  service,  that  the  labor  of  the  slave  would  be 
no  more  exempt  than  the  use  of  any  other  species  of  proper- 
ty which  could  be  tendered  available  for  the  national  pro- 
tection. There  are  times  and  occasions,  when  the  laws  are 
violated  to  preserve  the  laws;  when  the  Constitution  is  in* 
fringed  to  save  the  Constitution  ;  and  T  hesitate  not  to  de- 
clare, that  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  of  the  Uni- 
on, who,  in  a  perilous  crisis,  when  the  country  could  ooi  be 
defended  agamst  an  invading  enemy,  unless  he  forced  to 
Ha  aid  all  the  physical  force  ^e  could  collect,  unless  he 
took  upon  himself  the  rjesponsibility  of  an  authority  beyond 
the  strictness- of  the  law,  would  be  a  traitor  to  hia  trust  and 
a  traitor  to  his  reputation  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
that  responsibility.  But  it  is  idle  to  reason  upon  the 
conduct  to  be  pursued  in  sudi  eztraordinar}* conjunctures: 
when  thev  occur,  the  enlightened  soldier  wiU  take  coun- 
sel from  his  patriotism  and  his  valor  :  he  will  appeal  to 
his  God,  his  country,  and  his  sword,  and  not  entangle 
himself  in  Uie  mazes  of  legal  subtility  or  metaphysical  ab- 
straction.  The  nation  would  not  merely,  juatify,  but  ap- 
plaud such  conduct  {  whilst,  according  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  it  would  take  care  to  provide  compen- 
sation to  the  individuals  whose  property  had  been  sacri- 
ficed to  the  general  weal.  And  the  very  law  upon  which 
we  have  been  commenting,  was  enacted  for  tlua  especial 
purpose. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobrs,)  broad- 
ly denying  that  either  the  Government,  or  an/  of  its 
Agents,  military  or  civil,  can  upon  any  principle  of  State 
necessity,  or  upon  any  other  principle,  press  mto  its  ser- 
vice, either  a  slave,  or  any  other  kind  of  property,  aaaeits, 
that,  whenever  any  property  has,  by  a  Military  of&cer, 
been  pressed  into  the  public  use,  and  compensation  has 
been  allowed  to  the  individual  tnjuredi  that  he  has  bees 
compensated  upon  the  ground,  that  the  officer  was  a  tres- 
passer. I  will  thank  the  gentleman  to  point  out  a  single 
instance  of  sucti  a  case.  Our  statute  book  abounds  wiih 
acts  giving  compensation  to  citizens,  whose  property  was 
impressed,  during  the  lute  war «  not  one  of  them  gives 
relief  upon  the  ground  which  that  gentleman  has  stated; 
if  he  will  read  the  act  of  1816,  he  will  not  discorer  in  il 
a  sii^gle  expression,  from  which  the  remotest  implication 
could  be  drawn,  that  the  relief  therein  provided  for,  is 
granted  because  the  military  officer  was  a  trespasser. 
Upon  that  ground,  precisely,  would  it  bs,  that  compea- 
sation  would  be  refused.  For  tiie  tortious  illegal  act  oi 
the  officer  he  would  be  personally  responsible  to  the 
party  aggrieved,  in  a  Court  of  Justice,  by  which,  vindic- 
tive damages  would  be  awarded  against  him.  There  car. 
be  no  doubt  that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which 
declares  that  private  property  sltall  not  be  taken  for  the 
public  use  without  just  compensation,  was  inaeTle«\,  is 
order  to  meet  extraordinary  exigencies,  which  could  noi 
be  anticipated  %  which  under  the  pressure  of  war,  pecuh- 
arly  of  invasive  war,  could  not  be  av<Mded ;  and  without 
which,  the  country  eould  not  be  defended. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  where  a  slave  is  injured  or 
destroyed,  who  has  been  pressed  into  the  public  sen**ce« 
his  owner  suffers  no  peculiar  hardship  by   not  being  re- 
munerated for  his  loss,  as  no  compensation  is  aliowed  is 
the  master,  for  the  damages  he  sustains  by  the  enlistmei^ 
of  his  apprentice.     A  single  observation  is  sufficient  to 
shew  the  fallacy  of  this  argument.     Con[p-eas  passes  a 
law  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  apprentices^  and  th.i3 
law  has  been  solemnly  decided  to  be  constitutional }  l>^ 
the  United  States  are  expressly  interdicted,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, from  taking  any  private  property  to  the  piab&c 
use,  without  compensation.     The  apprentice  is  as  much 
a  citizen  as  his  master ;  he  may  be  as  deeply  interest ec 
in  tlie  nation's  welflN-e  :  he  is  as  much  bound  to  def^cnd 
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it ;  and  the  contract  between  the  master  and  the  appren- 
tice is  merg^ed  in  the  higher  obligation  which  is  imposed 
upon  every  citizen  to  protect  his  country.  Where  is  the 
analogy  between  such  a  case  and  the  one  now  under  con- 
sideration }  Admitting  it  to  be  a  case  of  hardship,  that 
the  master,  without  any  remuneration,  should  be  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  his  apprentice,  the  obvious 
answer  to  the  complaint  which  he  might  make,  would 
be,  that  neither  the  Constitution  nor  the  law  affords 
him  any  redress  ;  but  the  Constitution  requires  for  pro- 
perty  of  every  description,  taken  for  the  public  use, 
that  compensation  shall  be  made  $  and  neither  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  the  law  passed  in  conformity  to  it,  makes 
any  distinction  between  the  different  species  of  property 
for  which  compensation  shall  be  made.  The  gentleman 
fVom  New-Tork,  [Mr.  Stobks]  asks,  why  should  remune- 
ration be  made  to  the  owner  of  a  slave  k>r  the  loss  of  his 
services,  and  not  to  the  parent  of  a  minor  ?  Because  the 
slave  IS  property.  The  minor  owes  the  same  duties  to  his 
country,  as  his  parent  does  ;  when  he  enlists,  he  does  so 
voluntarily  and  legally,  and  is  paid  for  his  aervices.  The 
gentleman  [Mr.  Stokrs]  has  drawn  a  pathetic  picture  of 
the  minor  dragged  hy  the  arm  of  miliUuy  power  fi*om  the 
embraces  of  bis  parents,  forced  into  a  camp,  and  subject- 
ed to  the  Iiarshness  of  mafffal  law.  But  this  is  a  mere  crea- 
tion of  his  fancy.  •  No  law  of  the  United  States  ever  ex- 
isted authorizing  the  impressment  of  a  minor  or  of  any 
other  citizen  into  the  Federal  Arm^r. 

The  observations  which  I  have  hitherto  submitted,  are 
all  founded  upon  the  ground  that  slaves  are  property, 
wltich  was  unqualifiedly  conceded  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  WmTrLEBXT]  in  the  beginning  of  his  ai^ 
g^ument ;  although,  afterwards,  he  distinctly  stated  tliat 
slaves,  when  viewed  politically,  as  giving  a  right  of  re 
presentation,  (in  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Mr.  C&ABK,  agreed  with  him,)  ceased  to  be  property, 
and  were  to  be  regarded  as  persons ;  and  both  tliese  gen- 
tlemen relied  not  only  on  the  Constitution,  but  upon  the 
language  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  sustain  their  position, 
asserting  that  that  treaty  did  not  make  indemnification 
for  losses  of  property  generally,  hut  only  for  slaves';  and, 
as  indemnification  was  as  justly  due  for  one  kind  of  pro- 
perty as  another,  carried  away  by  the  enemy,  therefore, 
they  drew  the  conclusion,  that,  according  to  the  treaty, 
slaves  were  not  cbnsidered  to  be  property.  The  gentle- 
men eilher  never  read  the  treaty  upon  which  they  have 
commented,  or  they  have  for^iten  what  they  read.  Its 
language  in  the  first  article  is,  **A11  places,  &c.  shall  be 
I  restored,  &c.  without  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery,^ 
or  other  public  property,  &c.  or  any  slaves^  or  other  pri- 
vate property.''  The  recognition,  therefore,  tliat  slaves 
are  private  property,  is  expressly  made  in  the  treaty  ? 

>  and  'tis  notorious,  that,  under  it,  indemnification  has  been 

'  obtained  fur  losses,  both  of  slaves  and  of  other  kinds  of 
property.  'Tis  true,  that,  by  the  Constitution,  slaves 
Ifive  a  right  to  representation,  according  to  a  certain  rule? 
but  does  property  change  its  nature  because  it  is  repre- 
sented ?  In  all  the  Governments  in  Europe,  professing 
the  least  portion  of  freedom,  property  is  represented. 
In  many,   (I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  many,)  of  the 

>  State  Constitutions,  property  is  represented  in  their  Le- 
gislatures. There  would  be  as  much  force  in  the  argu- 
ment, til  at  persons  cease  to  be  persons,  because  they  are 
represented,  as,  that  property  ceases  to  be  property,  be- 
cause it  is  represented.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  liiVDOLPH]  has  c<jrrectly  said,  that  that  is  property 
which  the  laws  declare  to'  be  so.  What  constitutes  pro- 
pert>r  varies,  in  some  respects,  in  different  countries ; 

r  but,  in  every  nation,  ancient  or  modern,  in  which  slavery 
existed,  slaves  have  been  regarded  as  property,  ex  vi  ter* 
srtinif  slaves  mutt  be  property.  By  all  laws,  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  the  civil  law,  the  municipal  law,  tliey  are  so 
recorded*     lu  England,  the  atmosphere  of  which,  it  has 


been  said,  by  some  of  their  writers,  is  too  pure  for  a  slave 
to  breathe,  he  is,  nevertheless,  considered  to  be  proper* 
ty  {  and  this  view  of  his  condition  has  been  recognized 
by  a  decision  of  Lord  Stowel,  within  a  few  months,  even 
in  a  case  in  which  a  slave  had  breathed  the  pure  air  of 
England.  In  the  time  of  Lord  Mansfield,  slaves  were 
openly  bought  and  sold  in  the  city  of  London.  By  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  levying  a  direct  tax,  slaves  are 
specified  as  property,  and  assessed  as  being  so.  By  the 
laws  of  every  State  in  the  Confederacy,  in  which  there 
are  slaves,  they  are  exclusivelv  property.  I  make  these 
observatiotw  incidentally,  and  merely  as  observations.  I 
never  will  enter  into  a  formal  discussion,  in  this  House, 
whether  slaves  are  property.  I  will  not  even  plead  to  its 
jurisdiction.  I  will  not,  in  the  most  indirect  manner,  suf* 
fer  an  inference  to  be  drawn  from  any  word,  or  deed  of 
mine,  which,  by  the  most  strained  construction,  could  be 
tortured  into  the  semblance  of  an  admission  that  the  Con« 
gress  of  the  United  States  has  the  shadow  of  a  right  to 
sit  in  judgment  upon  this  question.  If  it  were  to  assume 
this  right,  the  Union  would  be  no  more.  I  would  not 
use  such  lan^^age  as  this,  but  upon  the  roost  grave  and 
solemn  occasions — without  the  deepest  reflection,  and 
the  most  settled  resolution.  No  one  \*alucs  our  Consti- 
tution more  than  I  do.  I  would  speak  of  its  dissolution 
with  fear  and  trembling.  In  its  prostration,  I  should 
mourn  the  ruins  of  the  fairest  Temple  which  Liberty  had 
ever  erected.  I  would  cling  to  the  Constitution  as  lon^ 
as  it  exists ;  but,  when  its  fundamental  principles  are  vu 
olated,  when,  in  its  name,  the  most  sacred  rights  are  as* 
sailed,  'tis  no  longer  the  Constitution  which  we  have 
sworn  to  support. 

Upon  the  topic  of  slavery,  as  connected  with  ifa  ex- 
istence in  the  Southern  States,  I  hoped  never  to  have 
uttered  a  syllable  in  this  House  {  but,  as  it  has  been  forc- 
ed upon  me,  and  as,  in  its  discussion,  much  feeling  is 
necessarily  mingled,  in  order  that  sentiments  may  not 
be  aiscribed  to  me  which  I  do  not  entertain,  I  will  make 
some  few  remarks  upon  the  subject.  What  I  have 
hitherto  said,  has  been  founded  upon  right,  upon  strict 
and  unalienable  right — a  right  which  belongs  to  my 
constituents  and  to  myself,  which  it  is  both  my  duty 
and  my  inclination  to 'defend  and  preserve  to  th^  ut» 
most  of  my  ability.  Slavery,  in  the  abstract,  I  condemn 
and  abhor.  I  know  no  terms  too  strong  to  express  my 
reprobation  of  those  who  woidd  introduce  it  into  a  na- 
tion. I  know  no  language  of  crimination  too  unqualifi* 
ed  to  be  applied  to  tfiose  who  are  engiiged  in  the  Afri« 
oan  slave  trade.  An  AfricAU  slave  ship  is  a  spectacle 
from  which  all  men  would  recoil  with  horror,  unless 
the  vilest  lust  of  lucre  had  steeled  their  heartj  against 
every  feeling  of  humanity.  But,  when  we  live  in  States 
in  which  slavery  existed  before  we  did,  where  it  has 
grown  with  our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our 
strength,  it  has  become  so  inseparable  from,  and  inter* 
woven  with,  our  condition,  as  to  be  irremediable^^-or,  if 
remediable,  can  only  be  so  by  the  slow  process  of  time* 
Our  consolation  is,  that  we  did  not  originate  it ;  when  a 
colony,  we  struggled  against  it  j  we  found  it  at  our  * 
births ;  it  was  a  part  of  our  inheritance — from  which  we 
can  no  more  deliver  ourselves,  tiian  we  can  frorti  the 
miasma  of  our  swamps,  or  the  rays  of  our  burning  sun. 
However  ameliorated  by  compassion — however  correct* 
ed  by  religion— still  slavery  is  a  bitter  draught,  and  the 
chalice  whicli  contains  the  nauseous  potion,  is,  perhaps^ 
more  frequently  pi-essed  by  the  lips  of  the  master  tluiu 
of  the  slave.  All  we  can  do,  is,  for  our  safety,  to  retain 
the  slaves  in  a  due  state  of  subordination,  and,  for  their 
sakes,  and  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  to  treat  them  with 
all  the  consideration  and  mildness  which  their  condition 
permits.  But,  whatever  we  do,  must  be  the  work  of 
ourselves.  To  understand  how  slaves  ought  to  be 
treated,  we  must  be  among  theni-^must  be  acquainted 
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with  their  minds,  tempenunents,  tad  habits.  One  not 
living  among  them,  would  be  as  unfit  to  establish  rules 
for  their  government,  as  could  be  an  ignorant  empi- 
ric to  prescribe  a  remedy  for  a  disease  which  he  knew 
only  by  name.  We  not  only  are  alone  capable  of  devis« 
ing  the  best  practicable  mode  to  be  observed  towards 
our  slaves,  but  we  will  suffer  none  others  to  meddle 
with  them.  Slavery  is  a  municipal  institution,  as  uncon- 
nected witli  any  control  of  the  United  States,  as  our  cor- 
porations, our  colleges,  or  our  public  charities.  We 
would  as  soon  permit  others  to  invade  the  sanctuary  of 
our  dwellings,  as  to  touch  it.  We  would  as  soon  per- 
mit Congress  to  dictate  to  us  in  our  domestic  concerns, 
—in  our  social  intercourse— to  prescribe  to  us  a  system 
of  religion,  or  a  code  of  morals.  We  should  receive 
any  extrinsic  ioterpuaition  as  an  injury,  and  resent  it  as 
an  insult  Much  as  we  value  this  Union,  we  would  ra- 
ther see  it  dissolved  than  yield  to  such  a  violation  of  our 
rights.  Much  as  we  love  our  country,  we  would  rather 
see  our  cities  in  flames^  our  plains  drenched  in  blood — 
rather  endure  all  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  than  parley 
for  an  instant  upon  the  right  of  any  power  than  our  own 
to  interfere  with  the  reguuition  of  our  slaves.^ 

Whatever  violence  may  have  been  exhibited  in  this 
debate,  has  been  occasioned  by  the  remarks  of  others. 
I  shall  make  no  particular  reply  to  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Claek]  that,  under 
the  compromise  in  the  Constitution,  slaves*  in  time  of 
war,  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  Government  From  the 
general  tenor  of  his  observations,  indicating  kindness 
and  good  feeling  towards  his  fellow  citizens  of  the  South, 
1  am  under  the  impression  that,  in  the  heat  of  argument, 
he  conveyed  a  meaning  beyond  what  he  intended ;  and 
I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think  that  the  gentleman  him- 
self will  not,  upon  reflection,  entertain  the  opinion  he 
has  expressed,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  tlie  opinion 
of  a  single' gentleman  in  this  House. 

It  has  been  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Whittlssbt]  whether  tlie  blood  of  blacks  was  purer 
than  that  of  whites  }  Whether,  should  masters  remain 
at  home,  and  send  their  slaves  to  battle,  this  Government 
ought  to  pay  for  them,  should  they  be  killed  ?  These  are 
not  arguments.  If  the  object  of  the  member  was  to  ex- 
cite our  angry  passions— to  array  the  North  against  the 
South — to  convert  this  hall  into  a  bloody  arena,  they 
might  be  powerful  arguments.  Have  they  any  refer- 
ence to  the  question  under  debate  ?  Have  tl.e  citizens 
at  the  South,  by  any  part  of  their  conduct,  in  war  or 
peace,  justified  such  taunting  interrogatories^such  bit- 
ter, and,  but  from  respect  for  this  committee,  i  should 
say,  such  malignant  insinuations '  Sir,  I  envy  not  the 
feedings  of  any  one  capable  of  uttering  them.  They 
have  been  volunteered  upon  an  occasion  when  we  mere- 
\y  ask  that  justice  sliould  be  done  to  a  citizen,  who  seeks 
for  tliat  which  has  been  denie<l  to  no  other  in  his  situa- 
tion, and  which  he  is  entitled  to  demand  by  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  his  country. 

[Here  the  debate  closed  for  to-day.] 

FniDAT,  Jaruart  11, 1828. 

MOBILE  COURT  MARTIAL. 

Mr.  SLOANK  moved  the  fullowtf>g  resolution  : 

**Iiesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  M^ar  be  directed  to 

furnish  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a 

Court  Martial,  which  commenced  its  sittings  at  or  neair 

Mobile,  on  the  5th  day  pf  December,  1814,  for  the  trial 

of  certain  Tennessee  mflitiamen  ;  together  with  a  copy 

of  all  the  orders  for  the  organization  of  said  Court,  as  well 

as  those  subsequently  issued  in  relation  to  its  decisions  ; 

and  to  inform  this  House  whether  there  is  in  the  War 

Department  any  evidence  that  those  militiamen  were 

called  into  service  by  virtue  of  any  special  order  of  the  | 


President  of  the  United  States,  or  whether,  in  pursuance 
of  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  law  of  the  18th  of 
April,  1814,  the  President  did  make  any  general  FegiiJa- 
tion  as  to  the  period  of  time  the  militia  called  into  service 
under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  the  act  to  which  it 
is  a  supplement,  should  be  held  to  service  f  and,  if  so, 
the  time  at  whicli  that  regulation  was  made.  And  whe- 
ther the  President  did  give,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, any  order  directing  the  length  of  time  that  the  de- 
tachment of  Tennessee  militia,  of  which  the  men  tried 
by  the  aforesaid  Court  Martial  at  Mobile  form  a  part, 
should  continue  in  service.  And,  also,  to  state  under 
what  law  tliese  men  were  draHed,  and  what  laws  ol  the 
United  States  were  in  force  at  the  time  they  entered  the 
service.  And,  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  any  correspon- 
dence  in  the  War  Department,  between  the  President  or 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during 
the  late  war,  on  the  subject  of  the  time  whicli  the  draft- 
ed militia  of  said  State  should  be  required  to  serve  in  tbe 
armies  of  the  United  States." 

This  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  one  day. 
CASE  OF  MARIGNY  D'AUTERIVE. 

The  House- being  again  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  tbe  reli^  of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  and  tbe 
question  still  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
LiTiirosToir,  providing  for  the  lost  time  of  the  petitioner's 
slave,  and  the  expences  of  his  medical  treatment — 

Mr.  BUNNER,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said,  I  have 
listened  to  the  progress  of  this  debate,  with  a  great  and 
constantly  increasing  interest.     At  first,  however,  tnis 
struck  me  as  a  dry  question,  relating  merely  to  an  indi- 
vidual claim,  in  which  we  had  only  to  inquire  into  the 
fact,  and  then  d^termin^  the  compensation.    But  the 
debate  which  has  subsequently  arisen  ;  the  ouuiner  of 
the  discussion  ;  the  langtiage  which  has  been  used  \  vV^e 
high  tone  of  defiance  on  the  one  side,  the  bold  and  reck- 
less spirit  with  which  the  subject  has  been  approached 
on  the  other,  have  forced  me  to  contemplate  it  ni  a  very 
different  aspect.      It  is  impossible  for  any  indiTidual, 
coming  from  my  part  of  the  country,  to  hear,  diapasson- 
ately  and  coolly,  the  language   which  has  been  used  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  South.     We  have,  all  of  ua,  ccrtaia 
habits  of  thought,  certain  feelings  and  associations,  in- 
separable from  our  nature,  wh.ch  education  renders  in- 
delible, and  which  should  be  mutually  respected.     We 
ought  to  remember,  that,  so  fallible  is  human  reason,  and 
so  much  under  the  dominion  of  the  circumstancesi  which 
surround  it,  and  impart  to  it  their  own  character,  that 
the  same  exact  quantum  of  reason,  as  it  exista.  North 
or  South  of  the  Potomac,  exercised  upon  certain  sub- 
jects, may  perform  precisely  converse  operations ;  and 
it  therefore  becomes  us,  when  discussing  any  topic  which 
thus  alters  the  character  of  our  rational  nature,  to  practice 
a  lesson  of  mutual   toleration,   of  mutual   forbearance. 
When  our  Southern  brethren,  therefore,  giving  otteniBce 
to  the  unbiassed  dictates  of  their  own  judgment,  on  t\m 
irritating  question,   furbid  us  to  touch  or  approach  U — 
when,  in  their  language  of  strong  and  indignant  feekag, 
they  warn  us  against   the  hazard  of  incurring  the  haft 
and  worst  of  political  evils*— they  forget  this  peculiarity 
of  our  relative  position.     They  do  more,  Mr.  Chairinaa\: 
for,  arriving  at  the  conclusion,  that  this  Hotise  has  nc» 
power  to  decide  whether  a  slave  be  property  by  virtue  o€ 
their  own  natural  reason,  and  inhibiting  us  froiccTen  ts 
approach  to  that  question,  they  claim  the  uncontrotlrci 
exercise  of  reason,  and  the  expression  of  opinion,  whicH 
they  refuse  to  us. 

If  the  conclusion  of  the  gentlemen  be  correct,  why  may 
thcynot  safely  submit  to  us  the  consideration  of  tbe'presas.- 
es?  If  it  be  incorrect,  die  langusge  of  menace  issta  impu^vc. 
as  it  is  dangerous.     I  have  said,  that  I  originally  conaidd*^ 
ed  this  a  dry  question  ;  I  will  now  say,  that  my  mind  w^ 
made  up  to  vote  for  t^«  amendment  of  tbe  gentlesfti^Kx. 
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from  Louisiana,  involving  the  principle  of  the  master's 
right  to  compensation  for  his  slave.  '^Sabseqiient  reflect 
tion,  however,  if  it  have  wot  completely  changed  my  opin- 
ion on  this  pointj  has  certainly  induced  me  to  view  it  as 
a  matter  of  the  biightest  comparative  importance.  The 
amendment  to  the  report  is  io  allow  to  t)ie  master  a  com- 
pensation for  the  l(js^  occasionetl  by  the  Impressment  of 
his  slave,  under  that  article  of  the  Constitution  whicb-pro- 
vides  that  private  property  shall  not  be  used  for  pirblic 
service,  unlesft  upon  just  compensation  to  the  owner. 
And  it  is  advocated  upon  the  principle,  that  its  rejection 
w  ill  express  the  decided  opinion  of  this  House,  that  a 
^ave  is  not  property.  Such  a  consequence,  sir,  in  my 
opinion,  is  neither  natural  nor  necessary.  And  I  shall 
briefly  state,  for  the  reflection  of  the  gentlemen  from'the 
South,  why  Lthmk  it  is  not.  The  question,  considered 
in  this  uninteresting  view  of  it,  is,  in  my  opinion,  simply, 
whether  the  constitutional  provision  was  intended  to 
embrace  this  precise  species  of  property  ?  And,  I 
confess,  though  with  some  hesitation,  that  I  think  it 
was  not. 

Mr.  Bvirirsm  then  proceeded  to  explain,  and  insist 
upon  the  logical  and  legal  distinction  between  the  abso- 
lute right  of  property  to  material  things,  and  that  which 
consists  in  a  legal  title  to  the  services,  or  interest  in  the 
labor  of  another  ,  perMin.  He  illustrated  this  distinction 
b^  several  analogies  and  examples,  drawn  both  from'jthe 
Civil  and  the  Common  Law^  in  the  course  of  which  he 
observed — 

There  are  two  great  divisions  of  property,  in  respect 
to  their  natures,  that  are  separated  from  each  otlicr  by 
a  line  as  clear^  and  market],  »s  light  and  darkness.     They 
are — that  property  which  has  no  rational  will,   and  tliat 
which  has.     Both  have  been  the  subjects  of  owneriship 
from  the  earliest  ages  and  the  right  of  exclusive  owner- 
ship over  both,  is  of  an  origin  coeval  witli  the  histoid  of 
the  world.     The  nature,  however,  of  this  exclusive  right 
is  different,  vastly  different  in  each ;  and  the  difference 
arises  from  the  nature  of  the  subject.     No  man  who  has 
-  the  slightest  glimmering  of  reason  can  confound  them. 
No  Legislative   body  ever  has  confounded  them.     The 
confusion,  whenever  it  aiises,  has  its  root  in  passion,  pre- 
judice, or  ignorance.     Our  natural  feeling  in  this,,  as  in 
many  other  matters,  overmatches  all   the  sophiblries'of 
reason.     For  what  man  can  view  the  death  of  his  ox  and 
Ilia  slave,  with  equal  indifference  ?    If  such  a  man  there 
be,  that  man  is  not  to  be  found  North  or  South  of  the 
Potomaci     We  exercise  over  the  one  subject,  (however 
uncontrollable  our  political  right  and  power  may  bt)  an 
accountable,  a  responsible,  a  moral  agency  ;  if  not  res- 
ponsible here,  at  least  hereafter.    Now,  sir,  let  me  ask, 
if  the  framers  of  our  Cunstitution  intended  to  blend  these 
two- subjects  together  in  this  tJieir  pronsion  ?    Let  me 
iUik,  if  both  had  been  intended,  would  not  each  have 
been  as  distinctly  pointcdx}ut  by  words,  as  they  are  diff'er- 
cnt  ill  their   natures  ?    Let  mc  ask  again,  what  is  this 
right  ef  -pn»perty  which  the  m.ister  has  «ver  his  slave  ? 
>Vhat  but  a  right  to  his  services,  the  right  to  his  bodily 
ami  iitteliectual  Jabor,  either  fvr  life  or  tor  years',  accom- 
|.anicd  by  the  duties  of  protection  and  sustenance  ^     U 
for  either  life  or  years,  what  difference  can  the  gentleman 
from   Louisiana,  tiie  first  civilian  of  his  country,   among 
the  first  jurists  of  any,  point  out  between  the  servitude 
of  the  slave,  and  that  of  a  minor  by  t)ie  civil   law,  or  an 
apprentice  by  our  common  law  syatem  ^    For  the  pur- 
poses of  this  argnmcnt,  the  leg;tl  duties  of  protection  are 
the  sam»  in  each,  and  the  legal  right  to  the  services  is  tiie 
«ame.      I  know  well,  that  there  is  an  important  difference 
ill  their  respective  conditions  {  but  this  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  the  present  discussion. 

13 id  it  then  ever  enter  into  the  inruigination  of  a  North- 
ern man  to  claim  a  compensation  for  the  ser\-ices  of  his 
iuipressed  son,  or  his  apprentice  }    Was  tliere  ever  an 
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attempt  from  the  South,  before  the  one  now  underconsi- 
deration,  to  claim  compensation  for  the  loss  of  services 
of  a  slave,  or  from  the  North,  when  the  North  had  slaves, 
and  they  were  employed  in  the  service  of  the  old  Con- 
tinental Congress  '  And  if  not,  is  it  not  a  strong  impli- 
cation in  favor  of  that  construction  for  which  I  now  con- 
tend ?  That  fifiy  years  have  passed  away  without  the 
agitation  or  decision  of  this  question,  is  certainly  some 
proof  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  never" intended 
to  embrace  the  subject-matter.  The  determiimtion  of  the 
House,  therefore,  on  this  subject,  does  not  necessai^y  or 
natui-ally  involve  the  question  which  has  excited  the 
warm  feelings  of  the  South.  We  are  not  even  called 
upon  to  touch  it,  much  less  to  decide  it.  [Mr.  B.  here 
briefly  stated  and  summed  up  the  arguments,  mnd  ci- 
ted the  language  of  the  eentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  DkATToir  and  of  his  friend  from  Louisiana  Mr. 
LiriKcsToir.]  And  here  let.  me  pause  ;  I  have  now 
briefly  stated  the  train  of  thought,  wtiich  has  satisfied  me 
that  it  is  my  duty  to  vote  against  the  amendment.  I  may 
be  wrong,  but  I  leave  that  to  the  reflection  of  the  House, 
and  must  now  call  its  attention  to  the  more  important 
and  imposing  Considerations,  which  the  course  of  this 
debate,  the  matter,  and  the  manner  of  it,  have  suggest- 
ed— no,  have  forced  upmi  me.  I  have  said  that  this  view 
of  the  subject  is  comparatively  insignificant.  These 
words,  any  words,  are  poor  and  feeble,  to  mark  the  dif- 
ference which  I  perceive  and  feel.  The  claim  for  com- 
pensation, considered  by  itself,  b  truly  unworthy  of  the 
feeling  and  talent  which  it  has  enlisted  and  excited— 
Non  aignut  vindice  nodus.  It  neither  calls  for,  or  justifies, 
tlie  asperity,  tbe  irritation,  the  deep  feeling,  of  the  one 
side,  or  the  pertinacity  of  the  other.  The  unnecessary 
tuni  that  has  been  given  to  this  discussion  may  account 
for  the  former,  a&  the  question  it  involves  should  teach 
the  lesson  of  moderation  to  both.  It  is  useless  to  deny  it, 
we  cannot  deceive  ourselves  or  others.  Upon  that  ques- 
tion depends  the  existence  of  this  Union. 

I,  for  one,  at  least,  am  free  tp  acknowledge,  what  I 
religiously  believe,  that,  guarantied  as  the  claimants  and 
possessors  of  these  rights,  are,  by  prescriptive  right,  and 
by  constitutional  compact,  they  can  expect  nothing— 
they  can  hope  nothing — they  must  lose  every  thing,  if  we 
attempt,  by  direction  or  indirection  to  make  or  meddle 
with  this  subject  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction.  This  ia 
a  topic  upon  which  we  of  the  one  aide,  may  speculate 
coolly  5  because  one  common  consequence  of  evil  to  North 
and  South  is  remote  ;  the  other,  peculiar  to  the  Sooth,  is 
present,  pressing,  and  fearful.  U  is  an  evil  of  which  the 
fjonstitution  has  made  them  the  only  judges,  as  by  its 
nature  they  ought  to  be — ^the  only  persons  empowered 
and  competent  to  alter,  to  soften,  or  to  eradicate.  They 
well  know  that  any  experimental  tampering  on  our  part, 
must  be  made  at  their  sole  risk,  cost,  and  suffering.  Is  it 
strange,  then,  that,  with  the  pledged  faith  of  the  nation, 
and  the  prescriptive  right  of  ages,  for  the  guarantees  of 
their  title,  they  should  be  jealous  of  our  interference  ' 
This,  however,  is  a  partial  consideration.  There  is  the 
other  common  dangei*  to  us  both,  arising  out  of  it,  and  ita 
necessary  consequence,  to  which  I  have  distinctly  al- 
luded. The  disolution  of  this  Union  is  an  event  which 
no  American  citizen  can  contemplate  without  the  most 
intense  feeliags  for  the  national  interest  and  national  glory. 
I  need  only  allude  to  it.  Other  causes  may  hereafter  en- 
danger or  destroy  this  family  of  free  republics,  but  this 
is  the  present  danger,  imminent  and  fearful.  Hr.^  B. 
then  insisted  warmly,  and  at  length,  upon  the  injurious 
effect  produced  on  public  sentiment,  and  the  patriotic 
sympathies  of  the  whole  nation,  by  those  ill-judged  and 
ill-timed  appeals. to  certain  feelings,  and  those  menaces 
of  direful  consequences  ;  in  their  proper  time  and  place 
susceptible  of  producing  poweiful  impressions  and  proba- 
bly salutary  effects ;  but,  if  used  on  any  other  occasiou 
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only  wearing  out  and  frittering  their  own  power   and 
weight.     He  then  proceeded.      Let  me,  then,  entreat - 
the  gentlemen  from  the  South  to  forbear  pressing  the 
discussion  of  tiiis  qtiestion  upon  every  idle  occasion. 
Let  not  the  brain-sick  theories  of  speculative  men,  in  this 
House,  or  out  of  it,  provoke  them  to  it.     Let  them  not 
start  up,  on  every  mconstderate  resolution   which  may 
appear  to  involve  it,  to  protest  against  its  being  consider- 
ed, thought  of,  approached,  or  touched.     Let  them  rest 
upon  tlieir  title  to  the  subject  as  property.     It  is  founded 
upon  the  same  prescriptive  right,  upon  the  same  pledge 
of  national  faith t  with  our  own.     Do  the  gentlemen  of 
the  South  suppose  that  we  can  sai^ction  an  attack  upon 
their  rights,  which  must,  in  its  principle,  endanger  our 
own  }    If  we  respect  not  the  rights  of  property,  as  se- 
cured to  them,  do  we  not  know  that  the  time  will  come 
when  others  will  cease  to  regard  or  respect  our  parch- 
ments and  muniments  ?    But  they  have  a  stronger  hold 
upon  us  than  even  this.    We  cannot  forget  the  blood 
that  was  prodigally  shed  by  the  gallantry  of  the  South  iu 
securing  that  independence  which  the  united  wisdom  of 
all  has  established  upon  its  present  basis.     We  remember 
wiio  it  was  from  the  South  that  led  us  to  conquest  and 
to  glory.     Let  them  trust  something  to  our  generous 
feelings-somcthingto  the  tie  that  binds  us  together. 
Let  them  wait  until  the  evil  is  real,  and  not  distant,  con- 
tingent, imaginary.     When  some  bold  bsd  man,  for  mean 
and  selfish  purposes,  shall  attempt  to  make  this  contest 
the  ladder  of  his  ambition,  whether  upon  unsound  no- 
tions of  political  expediency,  or  the  pretences  of  imprac- 
ticable benevolence,  they  will  then  find  that  the  North 
will  be  tiiie  (I  speak  the  language  of  experience)  to 
them,  true  to  itself,  true  to  tlic  Union.     The  gallant  spir- 
its from  South  Carolina  may  then  pour  forth,  in  the  strong 
language  of  passionate  eloquence,  those  truths,  the  force 
of  which  the  coolest  men  will  acknowledge,  and  the  dul- 
lest will  feel.     Let  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  then  raise 
his  dear,  distinct,  and  thrilling  voice,  let  him  put  forth 
his  great  energies  upon  a  subject  worthy   of  them— he 
will  find  a  respondent  feeling  in  the  North.     He  will  then 
discover,  when  the  danger  is  real,  that  the  sympatliy  is 
common.     Men  of  all  classes  and  all  descriptions  wiH' an- 
swer to  his  call.     The  danger  of  this  Union  will  then  be- 
come a  natural  object  of  religious  dread  and  reverence 
to  bcth  North  and  South.     Embracing,  as  it  docs,  recol- 
lections and  events^  which  have  both  instructed,  astonish- 
cd,  and  appalled  the  European  world,   we  will  stamp 
with  infamy  the  man,  or  combination  of  men,   who  at- 
tempts to  hazard  it  by  an  attack  upon  this,  one  of  its 
vital  principles. 

Mr.  DORSEY  said  that,  in  the  extensive  range  which 
this  debate  had  assumed,  principles  had  been  presented 
to  the  committee,  in  resistance  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louiniana,  deeply  interesting  to  the 
Southern  section  of  this  Confederacy— to  none  of  it  more 
interesting  than  the  district  from  whence  he  came.  Ex- 
perience has  demonstrated;  said  Mr.  D.,  that  that  penin- 
sula, watered  on  the  east  by  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  the 
south  by  the  Potomac,  from  numerous  bays  and  creeks, 
presents  to  an  invading  foe  great  facilities  for  carrying  on 
its  military  operations.  Immediately  in  advance  of  this 
city— it  is  fair  to  anticipate  that,  in  any  future  war,  the 
enemy  will  seek  again  to  add  to  tlie  lustre  of  their  arms 
the  sacking  of  the  capital  of  this  Union,  and,  thus  it  again 
will  become  tlie  theatre  of  war  ;  that,  in  resistance  to  the 
approaches  of  the  enemy,  the  nationul  Government  will 
be  called  on  to  put  into  active  requisition  the  physical 
strength  of  that  district ;  that,  from  its  sparse  population 
and  extensi\e  water  courses,  slaves  will  be  impressed  into 
.the  public  service  to  do  the  labor,  the  drudgery  of  tlic 
c^mp.  Hence,  the  principles  on  which  the  rtjsistincc  to 
this  claim  reposes,  are  of  essential  interest  to  lliose  who 
Uavc  charged  me  with  the  viiidicaUon  and  protection  of 


their  rights.  I  cannot  consent,  therefore,  to  be  a  listener 
only  in  this  debate ;  and»  however  rejuctant  to  partict* 
pate  in  the  discussions  of  this  hall,  I  must  become  an  ac- 
tor, and  contribiUe  as  fiir  as  I  can  to  resist  a  recogtrition, 
by  this  committee,  of  principles  pregnant  with  so  much 
danger  to  the  future  interest  of  my  constitttents.  I  shall 
not  adtl  to  the  excitement  which  has  already  been  pro- 
duced, which  has  increased  as  the  discuRsion  hm  pro- 
fressed  ;  neither  shall  I  attempt  te  deci«le  who  were  the 
rst  tp  produce  it.  In  all  discussions  producing  mutual 
excitement,  most  generally  there  are  faults  on  both  rides. 
The  amendment  oflTered  by  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana goes  to  indemnify  the  master  of  a  slave  impressed 
into  the  public  service,  by  the  order  of  General  Jackson, 
and  wounded  by  the  enemy  while  thus  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, for  the  deterioration  in  Lis  value  caus^  by  the 
wound  thus  received. 

This  amendment  is  resisted  by  the  gentlemen' who 
have  argued  in  opposition  to  its  adoption,  vpon  varicfus 
grounds.     It  is  resisted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  WnrnxBRXT]  upon  the  practice  of  the  Government, 
as  illustrate<l  by  various  preccdems  recognising  the  pria- 
ciple  that  slaves  are  not  put  on  the  footing  of  property, 
and  paid  for  when  lost  to  the  owner,  in  the  public  ser- 
vice.    By  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  a  raember  of 
the  CommiUee  of  Claims,  on  tl>c  ground  that  it  is  the 
right,  of  the  Government,  when  threatened  with  destnie- 
tion,  to  use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  national  defence, 
and  that,  too,  without  being  liable  to  be  called  on  for  in* 
dem^nification.    By  another  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  STOKBs]^upon  tlie  ground,  that  the  riglit  of  tiie  mas* 
ter  in  his  slave,  is  a  right  to  his  services  under  sll  circum* 
stances  whatsoever,  and  also  to  the  absolute,  unqualified 
control  and  custody  of  his  person  ;  so  that  it  oaAnol  \>e 
taken  from  him  for  purposes  of  service,  nor  Kia  actions 
regulated  by  any  power  but  his  own,  save  when  the 
State  lays  its  hand  upon  him  for  the  punishmeiu  of  crime, 
and  the  preser^-alion  of  public  peace.     By  all  tlieae  gen* 
tlemen,  upon  the  analogy  between  master  and  servant, 
and  master  and  apprentice.     The  claim  is  farther  resist- 
ed upon  the  gpround  of  political  inexpediency. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has,  for  a  long  time,  been  a 
distinguished  and  laborious  member,  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims.     He  knows  full  well  the  great  weight  which  the 
decisions  of  preceding  committees,  and  the  opinions  of 
eitlightened  statesmen,  have  on  the  judgment  of  those 
called  to  act  upon  analogous  questions.     lie  has,  there* 
fore,  with  great  industr}',  culled  from  tlie  Journals  of  tlwa 
House,  reports  of  various  committees  on  questions  of  the 
like  character  with  Ihe  one  under  discussion — establislk* 
ing,  as  he  argues,  tlie  correctness  of  the  position  which 
he  has  assumed  in  opposition  to  the  amendment ;  and 
from  which  he  argues  that  the  praciice  of  the  Gm-em* 
ment  has  been  to  witlihold  indemnity  for  slaves  injuredi 
when  called  into  Uie  public  service,  as  D*Auterive*ss&aLve 
was.    Willi  great  deference  to  tlie  judgment  of  that  gen- 
tleman, the  reports  referred  to  recognize  no  such  princi- 
ple.   The  principle  recognized  in  these  cases  presented 
to  the  committee,  is,  th»t,  whon  a  slave  is  vohintarily 
carried  into  the  military  service  of  the  cwintry,  by  hi 
master,  being  an  officer,  and  substituted,  by  the  assent 
of  the  officer  commanding,  for  the  servant  winch  the  Oo- 
vernment  was  bound  to  provide  the  master  with.  tVua 
then  the  Government  is  not  bound  to  indemnify  the   m^s^ 
ter  for  an  injury  sustained  by  the  scrv-ant  while  thus  e<a- 
ployed.     Hie  cases  referred  to,  are  cases  of  substit.ati<ya 
by  agreement.     The  first  case  is  the  report  of  M  on  tu- 
rnery, who  was  a  lieutenant,  who  carried  with  liim  h'^ 
servant  as  a  waiter,  who  was  killed.    The  coaunittee    m 
that  report,  say,  if  the  Government  should  be  cx>inp«11rvl 
to  pay  for  i\\t  negro,  they  would  stand  as  the  warraiii%»-7 
of  I  lie  value,  instead  of  making  a  reasonable  allo^^anc^ 
for  him  as  waitei— placing  the  resistance  to  his  afapl'sca- 
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don  for  relief  upon  the  ipirit  of  the  implred  Agreement, 
which  was  not  one  of  wurranty,  but  of  compensation . 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  recognized  in  this 
first  application  to  the  Government  for  relief  for  slaves 
injured  In  the  public  service,  the  claims  of  Lawrence, 
Evans,  and  Shaw,  were  rejected,  inasmuch  as  all  of  those 
claims  were  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  their  slaves,  who 
were  substituted  in  the  place  of  tlie  waiters  which  the 
Government,  by  Its  army  refpilations,  had  itself  promised 
to  these  officers,  to  be  taken  from  the  ranks.  The  ap- 
pHcatioQ  now  made  for  compensation  comes  not  within 
'the  rule  of  substitution,  for  it  is  a  case  of  impressment, 
where  the  Government,  bound  with  the  obligation  of  the 
general  defence,  omitted  to  provide  the  means  essential 
to  protect  the  country  against  the  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
impresses  or  takes,  without  the  consent  of  the  citizen, 
his  slave,  and  employs  him  for  the  general  welfare. 

The  next  report  referred  to  by  the  cliairman,  is  the 
case  of  Purkill,  who  was  impressed  by  the  order  of  Ge- 
neral Jackson,  and,  when  the  men  were  called  to  man 
the  lines  on  the  8lh  of  January,  was  sent  to  tlirow  up  en- 
trenchments, in  the  doing  of  which  he  tontracted  a  com 
sumption,  of  whiclu  he  died.  The  conunittee  that  re- 
ported on  this  case,  were  ofopinioU  that,  as  it  wi^s  a  case 
of  consequential  injury,  the  Government  was  not  bound 
to  indemnify  the  owner  $  and  when  the  committee  report 
adverse  to  this  claitn,  because  the  injury  was  consecjuen- 
tial,  it  does  appear  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  if  the 
injury  had  been  direct  and  immediate,  in  consequence  of 
a  wound  received  in  battle,  they  would  have  reported  in 
favor  of  Purkilt's  claim.  Indeed,  it  does  appear,  from 
the  distinction  taken  by  the  committee,  that  tbey  admit 
the  liability  of  the  Government  for  indemnity  for  imme- 
diate and  direct  injury,  but  not  for  remote  or  consequen 
tial  injury.  If,  in  their  opinion,  the  Government  was  ex- 
empt  from  the  obligation  of  indemnity  for  injuries  done 
to  slaves  while  impressed  in  tlie  public  service,  I  can  see 
no  reason  for  the  distinction  assumed  by  the  committee 
between  direct  and  consequential  injury,  upon  which 
th*8  report  reposes.  Thus,  sir,  it  does  appear  that  this 
IS  the  first  case  in  which  this  House  has  been  calleid  on 
to  decide  if  there  be  any  claim  on  the  justice  of  this  na- 
tion to  indemnify  a  master  for  an  immediate  and  direct 
injury,  resulting  from  a  wound  received  from  tlie  eocmy 
by  bis  slave,  while  impressed  into  the  public  service. 
The  whole  power  of  precedent  is  thus  removed.  There 
is  no  practice  of  tliis  House  ;  no  principle  recognized  by 
the  treaty-making  power  ;  no  act  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, which  rejects  this  claim. 

Let  us  then  see  how  it  stands  on  principle.     The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  says,  that  the  Constitution,  for 
certain  purposes,  regards  slaves  as  persons,  and  for  a 
very  important  purpose.     It  gives  to  their  masters,  in 
their  right,  a  portion  of  our  national  representation,  and 
the  equivalent  yielded  for  this  increase  on  this  floor,  is 
the  fif  ht  of  this  Nation  to  call  those  slaves  to  the  gene- 
ral deronce,  in  times  of  great  national  emergency,  and 
titat,  too,  without  incurring  any  responsibility  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  to  indemnify  their  masters,  for  their 
Iu83  in  battle.     It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation,  sir,  that 
no  other  gentleman,  in  debate,  has  relied  upon  this  con- 
stitutional doctrine,  in  resistance  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment.    Whenever  this  House  shall  recoflrnize  in  the  N:i- 
tional  Government,  the  right  claimed  tor  it  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  it  will  carry  alarm  and  dismay 
through  tlie  Southern  sections  of  this  Republic.     If  this 
nation  is  vested  with  tliis  implied  power  of  taking  this 
species  of  private  property,  upon  any  great  political  exi< 
g'ency,  for  the  common  defence,  without  making  just 
compensation  to  the  owner,  the  citizen  has  no  constitu- 
tional security  for  the  acquisitions  of  his  labor  \  and,  if 
this    distinction  is  recognized  by  this  House,  between 
tihtrem  and  other  kinds  of  property,  it  will  engender  in 


the  minds  of  our  people,  jealousies  and  distrust.  They 
will  be  led  to  believe,  that  that  species  of  private  pro- 
perty which  is  most  common  in  the  South,  will  be  placed 
within  tlie  g^rasp  of  the  national  arm,  without  just  com- 
pensation to  the  owners;  while  the  property  and  the 
wealth  of  the  non-slave  holding  States  is  shielded  against 
its  power  by  tlie  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Constitution 
in  protection  of  private  properly.  A  recognition  of  such 
a  distinction  will  be  highly  invidious,  and  cause  much 
just  dissatisfaction.  But  this  branch  of  the  prerogative 
claimed  for  the  Federal  Governrnent  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  alarming  as  it  may  be,  is  nothing,  When 
contrasted  with  the  terrific  power,  which  he  also  says 
was  yielded  up  by  the  Southern  States,  at  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  as  the  equivalent  for  an  increased 
representation  on  this  floor.  This  power,  he  says,  thus 
yielded  to  the  General  Governihent,  was  the  power  to 
embody  our  slaves,  to  discipline,  ta  arm  them—- in  fine, 
the  power  to  place  the  lives  of  the  master  in  the  hands 
of  the  slave  !  It  cannot  be  that  the  South  ever  consent- 
ed to  yield  such  a  prerogative  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment. The  magnitude  of  the  grant  is  of  too  appalling 
and  terrific  a  character  for  this  House,  for  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  upon  deliberation,  t6  believe,  that  the 
compromising^  temper  of  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to 
representation,  eventuated  in  arming  the  NKtional  Go- 
vernment with  such  an  unrestricted  control  over  this 
species  of  property,  which,  according  to  the  gentleman's 
views,  hot  only  may  be  taken  without  equivalent,  but 
which,  wheii  taken,  may  be  so  used  as  to  produce  the 
most  horrible  results  ! 

I  forbear  pressing  any  fuKher  this  aspect  of  his  posi- 
tion.    My  object  is  not  to  produce  excitement. 

I  will, 'now,  sir,  examine  this  theory  df  compromise  in 
relation  to  representation,  which,  in  the  view  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  clothes  this  Government  with 
this  power  over  this  species  of  property.  I le  argues  that 
the  Constitution  regards  slaves  as  persons,  and  that  for  a 
very  important  purpose— to  swell  the  representation  of 
a  State  on  this  floor. 

Yes,  sir,  they  are  so  regarded  for  this  purpose.  In 
tliat  article  of  the  Constitution,  the  word  person  is  used 
as  synonymous  with  '*  human  being  and  inhabitant." 
The  Constitution,  in  the  second  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle, provides^  that  <*  Representation  and  direct  taxes  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  according  to 
their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by 
adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including 
those  bound  for  a  term  of  years,  three-fifths  of  all  other 
persons." 

The  word  persbns  was  unquestionably  substituted  fur 
sfaves.  The  words  free  persons^  including  those  bound 
to  service,  embraced  all  the  inhabitants  or  human  beings 
of  a  State,  save  slaves  ;  and  the  delicacy  of  the  framera 
of  the  Constitution  avoided,  sedulously,  the  introduction 
of  the  word  slave,  and  embraced  them  under  the  gene* 
ral  term  of  other  persons.  Yet,  the  gentleman  says  this 
substitution  of  the  words  "other  persons,"  for  slaves, 
deprives  the  master  of  that  entire  and  exclusive  control 
which  the  master,  by  the  municipal  regulation  of  the 
State,  has  over  the  person  and  labor  of  the  slave,  when- 
ever the  wants  of  the  National  Government  demand  his 
services  in  time  of  national  danger.  If  this  caste  of  hu<s 
man  beings  had  then  been  called  slaves  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, instead  of  other  persons,  they  would  have  retained 
their  character  of  pnvate  property  for  all  purposes,  and 
could  only  have  been  used  like  other  private  property, 
by  the  Government.  If  this  view  be  correct,  it  may  be 
asked  with  confidence,  is  the  right  of  the  master  to  his 
slave  weakened,  or  can  this  Government  assume  any 
right  to  control  the  person  of  a  slave,  otherwise  than  is 
pointed  out  in  relation  to  its  use  as  private  property,  be- 
cause the  Constitution,  from  peculiar  delicacy,  fbrebore 
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to  dtfltinguiyh  them  as  aUves,  but  as  hunnan  sentient 
beings  ?  They  are  so ;  but,  becauffe  they  are  so,  and 
are  called  so,  they  do  not  cease  to  be  slaves,  for  any  pur- 
pose :  their  relations  are  fixed  by  the  municipal  code, 
and  let  tbem  receive  what  denomination  they  may,  or.  be 
embraced  by  what  circumlocution  you  choose,  their  con- 
dition is  not  altered  until  their  bonds  are  burst  asunder. 
They  still  continue  to  be  property— to  be  slaves,  how- 
ever distinguished,  and  can  only  be  used  by  the  nation, 
as  it  uses  other  private  property,  by  paying  for  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  \}Av.  Clabk]  in  con- 
firmation of  his  views  of  compromise  and  equivalent,  has 
referred  to  the  54th  number  of  the  Federalist  to  show 
Mr.  &Iadison*s  views  upon  tliis  question.  That  number 
was  prepared  to  remove  the  objections  taken  by  the  non- 
slave  holding  Stafe<!  to  that  feature  of  the  Constitution 
by  which  three  fifilis  ui*  the  slave  populntion  are  added 
to  the  free  population  of  a  State  in  relation  to  its  repre- 
sentation here.  It  was  objected  that  slaves  ought  not  to 
give  to  their  masters  an  increased  representation  :  for 
**  slaves  are  considered  as  property,  not  as  persons — ^they 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  comprehended  in  the  estimates  of 
taxation  as  property,  and  be  excluded  from  representa- 
tion, which  is  regulated  by  a  census  of  persons."  In  re- 
ply to  this  objection,  it  was  argUed  in  that  number,  that 
It  was  true  that  slaves  were  considered  as  property,  but 
they  were  also  considered  as  some  tiling  more  than  pro- 

Eerty — they  were  considered  as  moral  persons,  liable  to 
^  e  punished  for  crime,  as  members  of  society.  But  thut, 
inasmuch  as  the  right  of  suffrage  was  regulated  by  the 
State  Sovereignties,  it  was  but  just  and  equal  that  tlie 
Southern  States  should  have  their  numbers  also  augment- 
ed by  tlie  addition  of  slaves,  who  were  likewise  exclud- 
ed from  voting,  but  who  were  "  members  of  society." 
These  conflicting  opinions,  sir,  were  reconciled  by  the 
compromising  spirit  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
who  consented  to  regard  tlte  slave  as  two-fifths  of  a  man, 
and  to  graduate  the  representation  upon  this  scale.  The 
compromise  \^as  a  compromise  of  the  right  of  represen- 
tation {  it  was  not  a  compromise  affecting  the  exclusive 
right  of  property  and  a  cession  of  a  portion  of  it  to  the 
Federal  Government  for  the  com^non  defence  in  time  of 
war  without  equivalent.  It  bad  no  squinting  at  such  un 
.  equal  contributions  by  the  different  sections  in  time  of 
war.  But  the  gentlemen  say  that  the  slave  is  something 
more  than  property,  yet  they  refuse  this  amendment  5 
they  adhere  hot  to  their  theory  of  the  relation  which  he 
holds  to  the  nation,  if  he  be  something  more  than  pro- 
perty ;  he  still  is  property,  and,  as  property,  when  taken, 
roust  be  paid  for.  To  resist  this  amendment,  they  ought 
to  labor  to  prove  that  the  slave  is  less  than  property  (the 
very  reverse  of  their  theory)  and  being  less  than  pi*o- 
perty,  that  Government  was  not  bound  to  pay  for  ii  as 
property. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Storrs]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Oliio,  [Mr.  Whittlssit,]  Kject  this 
power  of  the  National  Government  over  the  slave  for  any 

Surpose,  and  that,  having  no  such  power  itself,  it  cah 
elegate  none  such  to  its  officers.  I  thank,  sir,  these 
gentlemen  for  this  unapproachable  character  with  which 
they  clotlie  the  slave,  so  flattering  to  our  exclusive  right 
of  property  ;  but,  si)-,  I  would  have  thanked  them  if  they 
had  referred  to  those  principles  of  the  Constitution 
which  deny  to  the  National  Sovereignty  the  power  of 
calling  to  the  erections  of  fortifications,  to  the  drudgery 
of  the  eamp,  to  laborious  and  menial  employment,  this 
description  of  property,  in  times  of  great  public  neces- 
sity, paying  to  the  proprietor  a  just  compensation.  Tlieir 
opinions,  however  weighty,  woidd  have  had  more  in- 
fluence on  my  mind,  if  they  had  developed  the  principles 
and  reasoning  by  which  they  come  to  these  conclusions. 
If  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  New  Y^ork,  he 
says  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  never  fix- 


ed the  rel&tion  of  master  and  sbive  ;  that  that  is  estah- 
lished  by  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  reside. 
This  position  is  tinquestionably  tnie.  It  is,  therefore,  of 
some  consequence  to  inquire  how  this  relation  is  fixed 
by  the  SUtes.  It  is  the  power  which  the  msster  has  to 
his  horse,  his  ox,  his  ass,  his  any  thmg,  recc^xed  by 
the  municipal  law,  as  the  exclusive  right  of  property,  ty 
sell,  to  will,  to  give,  to  do  any  and  every  act  of  proprie- 
torship not  inconsistent  with  humanity.  No  additional 
character  to  that  of  property,  gives  to  this  sj^cies  of 
property  a  higher  dignity^;  it  is  not  entrenched  by  the 
laws  of  the  SUte  with  greater  jealousy  against  invanons 
of  the  rights  of  property.  It  is  considered  as  property 
only,  guided  and  controlled  in  its  conveyance,  in  lU  be- 
quest, and  its  descent,  by  the  same  principles  that  regu- 
lated property  of  any  other  species.  In  looking  to  the 
municipal  code,  we  find  nothing  to  distinguish  it  fma 
the  mass  of -other  si>ecies  of  property-  If  then  the  State 
Sovereignties  class  it  with,  and  subject  it  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  every  other  species  of  pri^'ate  property  •,  and 
clothe  it  with  no  other  higher  Rttributes  of  property  ; 
and  if  the  United  States  have  a  right,  under  the  Cooalt- 
tutjon,  to  take  private  property  for  public  use,  paying  a 
Just  compensation ;  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  point  <i*it  a 
prohibition  in  the  Constitution,  differing  this  spepes  of 
property  from  others,  and  rendering  the  latter  subj^t  to 
the  public  use,  and  exempting  slaves  from  the  eminent 
control  over  all  private  property  for  public  use,  for  which 
the  Constitution  provides.  Flattered  as  I  may  be  with 
this  panoply,  with  which  the  gentlemen  has  invested  this 
property  in  our  slaves,  denying  to  (he  National  Govern- 
ment any  right  even  to  their  use  in  time  of  great  nation- 
al danger,  let  alone  as  fit  subjects  for  that  »jational  iegis- 
tion  over  their  condition,  so  pressed  upon  the  pobWc  at- 
tention by  misdirected  philanthropy,  niy  judment  can- 
not adopt  the  gentleman's  conclusion,  that,  although  they 
are  private  property,  by  the  laws  of  the  Suttf%  and  that, 
although  the  Government  may  take  private  property  for 
public  use,  paying  therefor^  yet  that  this  private  pro- 
perty comes  not  within  the  mnge  of  the  constitutkxsal 
right  to  take  private  property  for  the  public  use,  paying 
therefor. 

The  opinio^)  of  the  treaty-making  power  has  beea 
brought  to  bear  in  opposition  to  the  amendment.     A 
little  reflection  will  convince  us,  that  the  tfeaty-makmg 
power  has  uniformly  considered  slaves  as  property,  and 
not  as  a  part  of  the  physical  strengtii  liable  to  be  called 
by  the  National  Government  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
army.     Moth  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  have  referred  to  the  treaty  of  Ohen% 
as  ilhistrating  their  position.     The  gentleman  IrDm  New 
York  says :  Why  did  the  Government  of  this  coontry 
claim  of  Great  Britain  indemnity  for  slaves  capfur^ed 
during  the  war  ?    Was  it  on  the  ground  they  were  •  pro- 
perty V    If  so,  the  Government  has  made  anodvous  dis- 
tinction between  the  citizens.      On  this  principle,   it 
should  have  claimed  indemnity  for  property  of  ererr 
description,  captured  or  destroyed.    I  ma^  be   pennit- 
ted  to  remark,  that  the  principles  upon  which,  indemm- 
tv  has  been  claimed  from  the  British  Government,  fee 
slaves  and  other  private  property,  has  been  miaekMiceiTed 
by  the  gentlemen  who  have  alluded  to  thb  topie.      The 
American  Government  has  not  pressed  an  indenmity  fme 
the  British  Government,  for  slaves,  and  other  pri  wmte  pro- 
perty, captured  and  carried  away  contraiy  t(vtl»«   oaases 
of  civilized  war,  but  for  slaves,  and  other  plvvmie  pro- 
perty, deported  from  the  United  States  by  his  &ritani»r 
M^^esty's  officers,  in  violat'um  of  the  first  aniole  of  the 
trt'aty  of  Ghent.     The  contracting  parties  Msiimetl,  v< 
a  basts  of  this  alticle,  the  **^aitu  ante  belhrnrnM^**   liw 
stipulated  to  restore  sU  territoiy,  or  places  talcest    (iur~tn< 
the  war,  without  distinction,  or  cari^ing^  away  anv  D%lb 
lie  property  originally  captured  in  the  sMd  pUi^^^  '^ 
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which  shall  reimim  there  at  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty ;  or  any  slave  or  other  private  property. 
This  article  is  a  literal  transcript  of  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace,  of  '83.  The  Government  of  the  U .  States  Sent, 
upon  the  ezchanre  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
agents  to  receive  from  the  British  piRcert  commanding^ 
at  those  places  stipulated  lo  be  restored,  the  public  pro- 
perty, slavea,  and  other  private  property  remaining  there. 
The  officers  offered  and  did  deliver  all  the  slaves  and 
other  private  property  captured  at  the  placet  restored, 
but  refused  to  make  restitution  of  the  slaves  and  other 
private  property  brought  to  thoae  places  from  elsewhere, 
af^er  the  places  had  been  taken,  and  reinaining  there  at 
the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratification — giving  to 
the  article  a  restrictive  construction,  imposing  upon  the 
obligation  of  restoration  of  slaves  and  otiier  private  pro- 
perty, the  same  limitation  and  restriction  as  to  public 
property  originally  captured  at  the  place  to  be  restored. 
The  Exeeutive  of  the  United  States  denied  this  to  be 
the  fair  interpretntion  of  the  article,  and  ga>'e  to  it  the 
construction  which  imposctl  the  duty  of  restoration  of 
slavea  and  other  private  property,  from  whencesoever 
taken,  if  they  were  within  the  waters  of  tbe  United 
States  at  tl)e  time  of  the  ratification.  In  contravention  of 
this  construction,  the  officers  of  the  British  Navy  deport- 
ed slaves,  which,  tinder  the  spirit  of  the  article,  ought  to 
have  been  restored,  and  the  able  and  efficient  represen- 
tative of  the  American  Cabinet  to  the  Court  of  St  James 
was  instructed  to  presa  the  British  Government  for  an 
indemnity  to  the  owners,  for  slaves  thus  deported  in 
contravention  of  the  treaty.  This  demand  was  most 
pertinaciously  denied,  and  was  the  subject  of  a  protract- 
ed negotiation  between  the  able .  diplomatists  of  that 
day,*  and  eventuated  in  a  submission  of  the  obligation 
of  restoration  of  slaves,  and  other  private  properly,  thus 
deported,  to  the  Rmperor  of  Russia.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  is  mi8taken,.when  he  askys  the  ques- 
tion referred  was  the  questiorv  whether  a  slave  was  pri- 
vate property.  Great  Britain  had  never  denied  that 
character  to  them  ?  they  iire  classed,  in  her  treaties  with 
us,  as  private  property— slaves^  or  other  private  proper- 
ly. Her  pledge  tor  restoration  sprung  from  the  conn- 
deration  thaCt  they  were  private  property,  and,  as  such. 


capture,  according  to  the  nilep  of  civilised  warfare 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Clar«]  consi- 
ders them  as  combatants,  to  be  called  into  the  artnies. 
The  Ministers  of  Ghent  never  viewed  them  as  sucli^- 
if  they  had,  they  would  have  came  witliin  the  range  of 
the  second  article,  which  provides  for  the  restoration 
of  prisoners,  and  there  would  have  existed  no  necessity 
for  a-special  provision  providing  for  their  restoration. 
Thus  the  sUpulations  of  the  treaty  and  the  treaty- making 
power,  not  only  disclaim  the  views  of  these  gentlemen, 
but  may  be  invoked  to  the  support  of  the  amendment, 
and  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  ^ased. 

I  approach  the  doctrine  of  analogy  between  the  case 
of  master  and  apprentice,  and  master  and  slave.  We 
are  asked  with  great  confidence  to  point  out  the  differ- 
ence upoi\  the  point  of  just  compensation  between  the 
two  cases.  They  are  obvious.  Sir,  the  apprentice  b  a 
Iree  man— liable,  on  tbe  very  first  principles  of  Govern- 
ment, to 'contribute  to  the  Government  that  protects 


him,  h's  support;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  recur  to 
these  first  elements  of  society,  to  shew  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  a  right  to  control  the  service  of  the  appreii* 
tree.  Among  the  enumerated  powers  conferred  on  the 
General  Government,  by  the  Constitution,  is  to  be 
fouiKl  thnt  which  authorizes  it  to  pronde  for  the  Ofganl- 
zation  of  the  militili.  Under  this  express  power,  thev 
have  a  right  to  say  at  what  age  a  citizen  shall  be  enrol- 
led and  ciimpelled  to  do  duty.  The  limitation  of  age  Is 
a  (Question  or  expediency ;  they  have  a  rig^t  to  raise  ar- 
mies ;  they  can  say  at  what  age  a  citizen  may  enter  in- 
to the  service.  I'ne  right  of  the  master  is  conventional 
between  him  and  the  apprentice.  It  is  a  Lilliputian 
tie,,  which  may  be  rent  asunder  whenever  National 
danger  or  policy  shall  require  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  interpose.  It  is  not  so  with  slaves-— as  per* 
sons,  they  enter  not  into  the  cattulation  of  those  who 
bear  arms  against  the  foe  ;  over  them  as  such,  we  may 
look  in  vain  for  our  chartered  license  to  legislate. — 
Hence  sprinjp  the  difference :  the  Constituti<in  ^ives  us 
the  right  of  legislation  over  the  apprentice — withholds 
it  from  us  over  the  stave,  But  a  most  essential  difference 
is  to  be  found  in  another  aspect  between  their  relations 
to  the  Unfon :  Slaves  are  considered  as  property  for  all 
purposes  of  taxation.  Apprentices  are  not  considered  as 
property  for  any  purpose  of  taxation  whatever.  Yes, 
sir,  daves  are  considered  as  prspert)'  for  taxation  :  for, 
in  1813,  among  the  war  tax,  a  airect  tax  was  laid  on 
slaves,  and  the  assessors  were  directed  to  value  them  at 
their  full  value  ?  and,  at  the  very  time  when  this  pe- 
titioner was  in  the  ranks  of  the  army,  resisting  the  in- 
vasion of  the  enemy,  he  was  paying  a  tax  upon  this  very 
slave,  which  vou  yourselves  had. determined  was  proper- 
ty—as such,  liable  to  be  taxed,  and  being  thus  liable  to 
be  taxed  as  property,  liable  to  be  taken  for  public  use, 
piiyin^  a  just  comjiensation.  I  put  it  to  liberal  gentle-  - 
men,  if  it  be  either  consistent  with  the  dignity  or  justice 
of  Nations)  legislation,  to  say  tiiat,  for  purposes  of  taxa. 
tion,  when  the  public  coffers  are  to  be  filled,  and  the 
impositions  on  other  species  of  private  property  are  to 
be  lightened,  we  will  consider  slaves  as  properly  {  and 
that,  when  we  take  them  for  common  defence,  we  will 
suffer  ruin  to  overtake  their  owners,   by  denying  that 


ought  to  be  restored,  as  originally'  not  liable  to  capture,^  •  ^^^Y  are  property,  and  thus  let  the  losses  which  the 
from  the  pervading  exemption  of  private  property  from    ^ •«•«'—  n«„-.«.««,««»  «..™.k*  »«  -..-f-;«  r-^-,   .i.-  ^^^ 


•  Extract  fmn  Mr,  JUkmt*  letter  f  L^rd OoHlereogh,  dated9th  Au. 
giut.UlS: 
"  Had  the  Britiah  PleniBotvutkrica  anked  of  at  «n  f  xplanation  or 

our  propotti  to  lrmni|MM  ui«  ' — '- '-'-  -•-"  "^ ^^  - 

It:  wevridestiyhadaaa*^' 

the  wordi  AiWj  disclosed 

pmnerty,  including  fttam.'  Which,  by  the  i4n«rs  of  war,  among  viril- 

tMfd  natiom.  ought  act  to  have  been  taken.    All  priraie  prop«rt7  on 

shore  was  of  that  deaeripUon  i  it  was  entitled,  by  the  laws  or  war,  to 


rieniBoiemMnca  anicea  ot  at  an  exprnnaiion  or 
oae  ui«  word*,  we  errtainly  should  have  given 
^ol^ject  in  making  the  pi>k»paMl,aiMl  we  thought 
pd  if,  viz :  *our  object  wai  the  rtttoration  of  all 


American  Government  ought  to  stistiin  from  the  Na« 
tional  resources,  fall,  with  ii  ruinous  oppression,  on  its 
citizens. 

But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  Government  has  a 
ri|^ht  to  the  services  of  slaves  in  time  of  imminent  peril, 
without  equivalent,  has  it  a  right  to  the  service  of  any 
particular  slave  ?  If  it  has  a  right,  it  may  be  a  right  to 
claim  from  the  slave  hoUlcis  a  fair  contribution  from  the 
slave  population.  Distributive  justice  rejects  with  prompt 
titude  the  idea  of  forcing  (ine  individual  of  a  community 
to  contribute  his  wealth,  hi3  resources,  for  the  general 
defence,  without  a  corresponding  contribution  from  other 
citizens,  alike  interested  in  the  national  glory — in  the 
general  prosperity. 

As  to  the  danger  from  the  exercise  of  such  a  power 
by  the  National  Government,  I  thank,  the  gentlemen  for 
their  warning  voice.  We  fear  no  abuse  of  this  power. 
It  does  not  enter  into  our  conception  tliat  any  such 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended ;  that,  •*  if  this  power  is 
recognized,  the  General  Government  may  fiU  its  rank 
and  nles  with  slaves."  That  ^tep  would  be  a  dissolution 
of  this  Union  i  it  would  fail  in  its  object  of  providing  for 
tbe  general  welfare  and  for  the  common  defence,  and 
the  States  would  be  dissolved  from  all  allegiance.  We 
ask  for  the  delegation  of  no  such  power  to  the  Federal 
Executive,  but  we  are  willing  that  our  slaves  may  be 
called  to  that  service  of  the  country  which  does  not 


.w-».^.-^  *.  .     -•  ...  r^^T.'i^   iJcop»rdwe  our  own  security,  whi  Is  it  giyes  strength  to 

««g««.  fh,m  «p.»«:  s:.,«  wr«  pn«tt  p™p»«y.--CN.«r»!,  |  '{be'miUtaiy  .nn.  by  entbUni;  it  to  c.ny  into  b.(t^  the 
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Iree  citiseha.  We  wish  not—we  fear  not^-that  the  eagles 
of  this  country  will  be  borne  in  battle  or  sustained  in  the 
fight  by  bond  men ;  when  that  time  shall  come,  so  degen- 
erate uiall  we  bo,  that  this  Union  will  not  need  preser- 
vation. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  tells  us,  that,  if  a 
Southern  President  would  not  thus  fill  the  ranks,  a 
Northern  one  might.  As  to  a  Southern  one,  I  entertain 
no  fears  t  as  to  a  Northern  one,  I  tell  the  gentleman  I  am 
as  equally  free  from  apprehension.  Does  he  not  know 
that  the  law  is  gone  forth,  that  we  of  the  South  have  re- 
solved that  there  shall  be  no  future  President  norih  of 
the  StiS({uehanna  }  *  The  gentleman  knows  me  too  well; 
to  sitppoae  that  in  this  rule  of  exclusion  I  participate. 
I  am  with  htm.  Therefore,  when  he  talks  of  a  Northern 
President,  he  attempts  to  frighten  us  Vith  an  imaginary 
personage,  which,  in  no  time  to  come,  is  again  to  be  seen. 
The  committee  will  pardon  me  for  this  badinage  $  and  I 
trust,  that,  when  we  recollect  the  great  and  glorious 
achievements  of  that  day — the  results  which'  then  and  now 
attends  it  in  ouf  national  and  even  social  concerns,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  this  committee  voting  in  favor  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAYNBS,  of  Georgia,  now  obtained  the  floor  but 
yielded  it  to 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON,  of  Louisiana,  who.  said,  that  argu- 
ments had  been  suggested  in  this  discussion,  which  he 
could  not  have  foreseen.  lie  had  not  the  least  idea  that 
iuch  a  spirit  could  have  been  excited  as  had  been  mani- 
fested in  the  House  $  and,  so  far  from  having  deserved 
the  reproach  of  unnecessarily  stirring  an  important  and 
delicate  question,  the  amendment  he  had  proposed 
could  not,  as  he  thought,  hui-t  any  honest  prejudice^  or 
give  the  slightest  shock  to  the  most  sensitive  mind  ;  on 
the  contrary,  in  itself,  it  involved  nothing  but  a  question 
of  plain  obvious  justice.  He  had,  however,  with  deep 
regret,  perceived,  tliat  it  had  been  made  the  occasion  of 
introducmg  the  most  dangerous  and  destructive  doc. 
trine  5  and,  having  no  denre  to  prolong  or  to  increase 
the  excitement  growing  out  of  this  debate,  it  was  his  in- 
tention,  before  hp  restimed  his  seat,  to  withdraw  the  a- 
mendment  he  had  offered.  Justice  to  himself,  however, 
required  that  he  sliould  state  his  reasons  for  so  doing. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  excitement  had  been  unne- 
cessarily raised  by  those  who  had  introduced  and  sap- 
ported  the  amendment,  and  that  thei'c  was  nothing  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  which  in  any 
wise  called  for  it.  It  was  on  this  point  alone  that  Mr. 
L.  said  hevished  to  be  heard.  Gentlemen  have  said, 
«•  You  have,  without  reason,  raised  a  commotion,  which 
the  subject  did  not  call  for;  you  have  grown  warm, 
and  have  insisted  that  this  is  a  most  serious  question, 
but,  if  it  is  a  serious  question  on  your  side,  it  is  no  leas 
so  on  ours."  Tins  was  what  he  wished  to  examine. 
He  held  that,  while  the  principle  involved  in  the  amend- 
ment was  a  most  serious  one,  indeed  to  the  slave-hold- 
ing States,  it  was  absolutely  nothing  to  those  SUtes 
where  slaves  were  not  to  be  found  5  and  so  certain  was 
he,  that  it  would  be  so  ccmsidered,  that  he  would  have 
been  willing  to  submit  it  to  William  Wilberforce,  or  to 
the  Apostle  of  Abolition,  Caleb  Lowndes  himself.  Gen- 
tlemen  from  the  Northern  States  might,  with  some  rea- 
son, have  had  their  feelings  of  humanity  roused,  had  it 
been  proposed  either  to  increase  the  number  of  persons 
in  sUvery,  or  in  any  manner  to  aggravate  the  hardships 
of  their  condition.  So  fnr  as  this,  he  fully  entered  into 
their  feelings,  he  agreed,  and  he  felt  vvllh  them.  But 
what  is  the  case  here  ?  A  man  has  had  his  slave  injur- 
ed, while  taken  by  force  to  labor  in  the  public  service. 
The  facts  are  settled,  and  the  amount  of  damages  ascer- 
tftined.  The  only  question  is,  shall  we  pav  the  demand' 
Now,  sir,  asked  Mr.  L.  how  are  the  feelings  of  humanity 
involved  in  such  a  question  f     Will  the  miseries  of  sla- 


very  be  any  lighter  if  we  do  not  pay  it,  than  if  we  do  f 
Will  the  number  of  persons  in  slavery  be  increased  by 
our  paying,  or  diminished  by  our  refusing  f  What  guocl 
feeling  will  be  gratified  by  our  refusal  f  None  that  1 
can  conceive  of.  Sir,  is  this  a  fair  view  of  the  case,  or  u 
it  not }  Be  the  prejudices  of  gentlemen  ever  so  inve- 
terate, even  prejudice  itself  cannot  be  injured,  by  doing 
an  act  of  manifest  justice.  And  gentlemen  roust  pardon 
me  for  saying,  because  1  state  what  is  the  fact,  that  I 
have  not  beard  so  much  as  the  sliadow  of  a  reason  for  re- 
fusing the  payment 

Setting  aside  the  argument  drawn  fram  approximating 
the  condition  of  a  slave  to  that  of  a  minor  or  an  appren- 
tice, which  I  have  fully  answered,  and  which,  if  allowed, 
would  only  prove  that  the  master  of  the  apprentices  «  as 
entitled  to  remuneratioa,  not  the  master  of  the  slave 
was  entitled  to  none — setting  this  aside,  the  argument 
may.  be'considered  as  comprised  in  the  speeches  of  the 
two  gentlemen  from  New  York,  the  one  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  [Mr.  Clikk,]  the  other,  who 
followed  him,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  [Mr  Stoves.] 
The  one  tells  us  tlut  slaves  are  property,  but  thai  they 
are  somethin.:;  more — they  are  moral  .beings  ;  that  they 
increase  the  representation  of  the  whites  %  that  they  may 
legally  be  called  on  to  form  part  of  the  military  force,  and 
defend  their  country,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
paid  for.  The  other  gentleman  takes  directly  the  op- 
posite ground,  but  comes  to  the  same  conclusion  :  he 
says  that  they  are  property,  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the 
word,  but  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  take  them  for  the 
public  use,  and  that,  therefore,  when  they  are  so  Uken, 
they  ought  not  to  be  paid  for.  Now  both  these  ge/ilie> 
men  cannot  be  right.  It  will  be  no  difScuJi  matter  Co 
show  that  both  are  wrong.  The  difTerence  belweeu 
them  is  this:  tl^e  one  draws  his  false  conclusion  Itom  m- 
coiTect  facts  ;  the  other  more  inexcusably,  from  a  cor- 
rect  statement. 

That  slaves,  because  they  arc  moral  beings,  are  liable 
to  be  called  on  to  <lo  roiUtaiy  service,  will  now  for  the 
first  time,  and  1  trust  for  the  Iuht,  be  heard  within  these 
walls.  Gentlemen  who  use  it  d  >  not,  caunot  perceive 
its  consequences,  or  they  would  not  on  any  oceaaion, 
employ  it;  and  if  warmth  of  feehng  has  been  excited, 
( land  warmth  of  language  used  to  express  It,  we  need 
look  no  farther  for  complete  justification,  ibat  a  doc- 
trine that  asserts  the  right  of  Congress  to  put  arms  is 
the  hands  of  our  slaves,  to  deprive  us  of  their  use,  it 
little  in  importance  compared  with  tliis  dreadful  doc- 
trine, unsupported  as  it  is  by  any  law,  any  principle,  or 
any  constitutional  prnvi^ion  ;  and  1  allude  to  it,  not  be- 
cause I  think  it  needs  refutation,  hut  because  it  accounti 
for,  and  completely  justifies,  any  warmth  which  on  oor 
side  may  have  been  elicited.  Tlie  conclusion,  that,  be- 
cause they  are  moral  beings,  they  are  not  piopert>,  or 
property  of  a  kind  tliat  ought  not  to  be  paid  tor,  hai 
been  justly  exposed  .by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
opposite  to  me,  with  bis  usual  felicity  of  expreaaion  aad 
strength  of  argument,  to  be,  in  fitct,  saying  thai  t)iey 
are  not  property,  because  they  possess  that  quAlitV, 
which  alone  makes  them  such^because  they  are  hunia 
beings. 

BUwt  what  sliall  we  say  to  the  reasoning  of  the  other  hon. 
gentleman  from  the  same  State  >  The  mastery  he  says, 
has  the  most  unqualified  property  in  the  service  of  b  ■ 
slave  t  no  power  can  legally  deprive  him  of  it  t  an^^ 
therefore,  when  it  is  taken  for  public  use,  it  ou^it  not 
to  be  paid  for.  'I'his  is  certainly  a  most  impotent  con- 
clusion, to  which  the  higii  reasonin.;^  powers  of  the  gen* 
tie  man  would  never  have  brought  him,  if  he  hiul  not 
been  led  astray  by  the  great  interest  he  Ukes  for  tho 
Southern  planters,  for  which  we  can  never  be  too  i^rate- 
ful.  lie  feara,  that,  if  we  p.issthts  bill,  militar>*  olHcers 
may  be  encouraged,  by  the  passport  of  imiemnlty    whkii 
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itofiera,  to  fill  their  mnks  with  oar  slaves  ;  that  we,  our-  <  he  was  hardly  more  than  an  infant :  but  if  that  ^ntle- 
selves,  if  I  understood  him,  might  trust  too  much  to  that    man  had  been  as  long*  or  even  half  as  long*  as  I  have  been, 


force,  and  become  indifferent  to  its  employment,  if  we 
were  insured  against  loss.  The  Gentloman  need  not 
fear.  Our  slaves  have  niver  been  emplo^-ed  as  soldiers 
— ^ncver  liave  been  impressed  ad  stich— o<ir  foes  are  to 
be  repelled  nan  tali  auxlHo^  nee  defensoribue  isih.  To 
defend  our  country  ts  too  honourable  an  employment  to  be 
tnisted  to,  or  divided  with  slaves.  We  claim  that  function 
for  ourselves.  The  same  gentleman  asks,  shall  an  officer 
of  the  United  Slates,  because  he  has  epaulettes  on  his 
uhoulders  and  a  sword  by  his  side,  be  permitted  to  take 
the  slave  from  his  master,  and  shaU  we  indemnify  him 
for  the  illegal  act  ?  Sir,  this  is  not  a  bill  of  indemnifica- 
tion,  and  the  act,  though  an  invasion  of  private  property, 
is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  such  invasion  is  allowed 
by  the  Constitution,  under  the  obligation  of  giving  com- 
pensation ~  which  obligation  it  is  the  intent  of  the  amend- 
ment to  fulfil.  It  is  not  an  illegal  act,  done  with  a  good 
intent,  against  the  consequences  of  which  Congress  have 
generally  thought  it  right  to  indemnify  their  officers ; 
but  is  in  case  of  property  taken  for  their  use,  applied  to 
their  use,  and  lost  in  their  service;  by  their  act.  It  was 
not  because  the  officer  had  epaulctl'es  on  his  shoulders 
that  he  took  this  property,  but  because  he  liad  a  head 
thereon  that  had  formed  the  unbending  resolution  to  use 
all  the  means  in  his  power  to  defend  his  country  ;  be* 
cause  he  had  a  heart  in  his  bosom  that  could  feel  and  pro- 
vide for  the  wounded  soldier,  whom  this  negro,  and  the 
cart  which  he  drove,  were  employed  to  convey  from  the 
field  where  their  blood  was  shed  for  their  country. 

This  is  tlie  case  which  my  amendment  was  intended 
to  provide  for ;  one  that  could  excite  with  propriety, 
no  warmth,  and  cpuld  hurt  no  prejudice ;  but  it  ha. I  heen 
encountered  with  arguments  that  were  indeed  danger- 
ous, and  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  greatest  excite- 
ment. Seeing,  therefore,  a  disposition  to  protn'Ct  the 
debate,  and  delay»  by  the  discussion  of  this  item  in  the 
claim,  the  larger  amount  to  which  it  was  acknowledged 
the  petitioner  was  entitled,  he  thwight  he  would  be 
serving  his  interest  in  withtlrawing  the  amendment,  with 
the  intent  of  renewing  it  when  the  cooler  refJeclions  of 
members  should  shew  the  justice  of  this  claim,  or  of 
others  depending  on  the  same  principle.  1  undoing  this, 
[said  Mr.  L]  1  yield  to  the  request  of  friends,  for  whose 
opinions  I  have  the  highest  respect ;  but  I  yield  nothing 
to  the  dangerous  docirines  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and 
which,  I  trust,  a  consideration  of  their  consequences, 
and  their  injustice,  will  induce  those  who  now  support 
them  to  abandon. 

Mr.  GUULEY  expressed  his  regret  that  his  colleague 
I  sad  withdrawn  the  amendment.  It  was  now  too  hte  to 
prevent  excitement;  and,  as  he  apprehended  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  was  prepared  to  pass  the  amend- 
merrt,  and  as  other  cases  resting  on  tlie  same  principle 
would,  in  all  probability,  arise,  he  felt  himself  bound  by 
duty,  and  he  did  it  with  lehictance,  to  renew  the  motion 
tor  amendment. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  «»id,  that  he  rose  witlv  the  inten- 
tion of  making  another  mtrtion.  As  (said  he)  the  gen- 
tlenrian  fi-om  Louisiana,  [Mr.  LxviirebTov]  has  done  us 
the  favor  to  take  away  this  bone  of  contention^ — for  it  is 
iMit  A  bone^from  the  House,  I  trust  we  shall  have  no 
m«>re  trouble  from  that  quarter.  But  I  feel  myself  call- 
c-d  npon  to  state,  with  rtrgard  to  the  gentleman  from  N. 
Vork,  [Mr.  Buxmkr]  who  has  spoken  to  day,  but  whom 
1  do  not  now  see  in  his  place,  and  whom  I  sincerely 
thank  for  his  remarks,  that  it  was  not  the  amount  in  dis- 
pute, but  the  principle  involved,  which  brought  about 
that  contest  witlithe  British  Government,  which  ended 
in  our  Independence.     For  that  gentleman  I  have  every 


a  member  of  this  House,  he  would  have  seen  the  necessi- 
ty of  acting  on  the  old  maxim  ^'prmcipiia  obaia,  venienti 
occurrite  morbo." 

1  remember  the  first  time  this  question  was  stirred.  I  was 
In  the  lobby,  and  was  an  attentive  auditor— it  was  under 
the  first  Congress—and  my  venerable  friend  from  North 
Carohna,  [Mr.  Macoit]  would  support  me  in  the  recol- 
lection— ^he  was  a  member  of  that  Congress — no — he 
was  not  at  that  time— for  North  Carolina  herself  was  not 
then  a  member  of  the  Union — it  was  in  the  first  Con- 
gress—and  I  believe  I  remember  almost  'every  lime  it  has 
been  brought  forward  since — for  this  has  not  been  at- 
tempted once — or  twice— but  a  thousand  times — not  by 
storm — but  by  bap.  Sir,  we  ought  to  remember  th«  sen- 
timent— non  vi,  aedsape  cadendo,  and  not  permit  it  ever 
to  pass,  no  matter  in  how  demure  and  apparently  trivial 
an  aspect  it  may  be  presented. 

I  do  not  iritend  to  abuse  the  indulgence  so  kindly  ac- 
corded to  me  by  the  Committee,  both  now  and  on  a  for- 
mer  occasion — but  I  must  remind  tTie  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Bunfsb)  that,  when,  in  the  words  of  Hotspur— or  rather 
of  his  uncle  Worcester — ••  this  heat  was  struck  up  *'— 
some  gentlemen  were  doing  here — what  has  been  tried 
elsewhere — to  establish  the  principle  that  there  is  a  law 
of  God,  which  supersedes  tl>e  laws  of  the  functionaries 
of  the  land — that  the  legality  or  illegality  of  a  measure 
is  to  be  judged  not  by  oar  social  compact,  but  by  some 
other  cotle — of  «'hich  there  are  as  many  different  inter- 
pretations as  there  are  sects.  With  a  view  to  allay  the 
excitement  which  has  been  produced,  I  now  move  to  lay 
the  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  Chairman  having  reminded  Mr.  R.  that  no  such 
motion  could  be  received  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  K.  then  moved  that  the  Ci>mmittee  now  rise.  Under- 
standing, however,  that  Mr.  GoHLET.otfiOuisiana,  wished 
MOW  to  address  the  Committee,  he  withdrew  the  motion; 
whea 

Mr.  GUllLEV  rose,  and  said,  that  he  rejpi'etted  exceed- 
ingly that  his  colleague  should  have  been  induced  to  have 
withdrawn  his  amendment.  It  was  now  too  late  to  pre- 
vent the  cxciteokcnt  that  he  appeared  to  deprecate.  Tliat 
he  believed  the  amendment  was  in  accordance  with  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  ;  and  as  other 
cases , rested  on  the  same  principle,  would  in  all  proba- 
bility arise  i  and  as  it  proposed  merely  an  act  o'f  strict 
justice  to  the  petitioner,  he  fell  bound  by  k  sense  of  duty 
(although  he  did  it  under  existing  circtimstances  with  re- 
luctance', to  renew  the  motion  th:it  had  just  been  with- 
drawn. In  doing  this,  he  couUljassure  the  House  and  his 
honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  LivinostoxI  that  the  excite- 
ment, if,  indeed,  ttiiy  existed,  should  no  longer  continue 
by  his  agency. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  wish  at  the  outset  to  make  an  ex- 
plicit declaration  of  my  opinions  on  this  subject  \  and  I 
do  so  that  my  sentiments  may  not  hereafter  be  doubted 
or  called  into  question  here  or  elsewhere.  My  constitu- 
ents and  myself  are  holders  of  slave.*,  and  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  consider  them  property,  and  belonging  to 
us  by  a  title  as  perfect  ami  absolute  as  the  soil  they  culti- 
vate. Any  question,  therefore,  involving  even  a  doubt 
upon  this  stibject,  and  much  more  when  that  doubUs 
found  in  the  report  of  a  standing  committee  of  this  House, 
can  never  fail  to  produce  a  det-p  and  intense  interest. 
But  the  report  in  this  case  goes  further ;  it  expressly  de- 
nies the  master  the  right  of  property  in  his  slave.  If  this 
proposition  be  establislied  by  tlie  adoption  of  the  report, 
you  take  from  us  one-half  of  all  we  possess.  If  this  novel 
and  monstrous  doctrine,  boldly  asserted  here  for  the  first 
time,  be  true,  then,  said  Mr.G.,  the  South  have  labored  un- 


kindly  feefing     I  knew  him  (and  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  der  a  strange  and  fatal  delusion  from  the  foundation  of  the 
a  divagreeable  subject— and  that  is,  how  old  I  am)  when  |  Government  to  the  present  time  ^  ftnd  the  framers  of  the 


.-991 


GALES  fr?  SEATON«  UKGISTEU 


sn 


U.  ov  K.] 


Cote  o/Mcaigny  J/JitUerite. 


[jAir.  1US28. 


ConatituHon  themaelvea,  instead  of  meriting  their  reputa- 
tion for  wisdom  and  sagacily,  would  have  left  behind 
(hem  only  a  monument  of  their  stupidity  and  total  unfit- 
ftess  for  the  stations  they  occupied.  Does  any  one  be- 
lieve that  this  confederacy  woulu  ever  have  been  formed 
without  securing  this  great  and  important  interest  in  com- 
mon with  other  rights  equally  iuterecting  to  the  United 
^ates  f  No  one  will  hazard  the  assertion :  it  would  con- 
tradict tiie  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  which 
subjects  them  to  the  iMxing  power  of  the  Government ; 
which  power  has  been  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates,  and  cheerfully' submitted  to 
by  the  citizenh  of  the  South.  I  mention  these  facts  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing;  that  the  principles  for  which  we 
contend,  are  tliose  of  the  Constitution,  and  have  been  re- 
cognized as  such  since  its  formation,  both  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  People  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  I  freely  admit  that  slavery,  in  the  abstract,  is  an 
evil,  but  one  which  I  contend  is  not  in  our  power  to 
avert,  and  with  which  the  General  Government  has  no 
right  to  interfere.  As  to  the  right  of  property,  there- 
fore, of  the  master  if)  his  slave,  it  is  ne':ther  more  nor  less 
than  that  which  he  has  in  his  horse,  in  his  ox,  in  his  cart, 
in  Iiis  barn,  and  the  grain  wtiich  is  in  it.  He  has  the 
same  unlimited  control  pver  the  one  that  he  has  over  the 
other,  subject,  in  all  caseS|  to  the  municipal  regulations  of 
the  place  in  which  he  lives. 

Gentlemen  say,  he  cannot  kill  his  slave  as  he  can  his 
ox.  This  depends  entirely  upon  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  he  Tivcs,  and  in  no  case  can  be  urged  against  his 
r'rglit  of  property.  Property  is  the  creature  of  the  law, 
and  is  controlled  and  regulated  by  it.  You  may  kill  your 
ox,  for  the  law  allows  it ;  but  even  in  regai'd  to  domestic 
animals,  there  arc  laws  in  many  of  the  States  which  limit 
the  right  of  the  proprietor  without  affecting  his  right  of 
property.  Gentlemen  should  not  forget  that  the  civil 
law,  sf)mewhat  modified  by  statute,  is  the  common  law 
of  Louisiana  ;  and  that  by  ilie  law  0f  Home,  the  master 
had  absolute  dominion  of  fife  and  death  oyer  his  slave,  as 
he  had  also  over  his  child. 

If,  by  tiie  progress  of  Christianity,  or  the  prevalence  of 
m<'ie  humane  feelings,  ihe  condition  of  slaves  in  Louisi- 
ana has  been  bettered,  are  we  to  be  told  that  this  has  de- 
prived us  of  our  right  of  property  in  them  ?— a  right, 
perfect,  absolute,  and  ttiilimitcd. 

Sir,  1  have  said  thai  alaveiy  is  an  evil— T  repeat  it: 
but  gentlemen,  indulging  their  feelings  an  '.  prejudices, 
are  deceived  both  in  leljition  to  the  circumsiances  of  their 
c>rigiHal  importation  into  thisc«»untry  and  their  condition 
in  it.  These  peisonx  were  slaves  in  their  own  country, 
'ihey  were  not  illegally  brought  here  ;  for  it  was  express- 
ly aliowcd  by  law  and  the  Constitution.  Many  of  them 
were  liable  to  death  for  crimes  committed  in  Africa, 
which  puuishment  uas  commuted  to  slavery  ;  and  we 
have  heard  much  about  the  humanity  of  such  a  change. 
Whtn  made  c;ij)ti\esin  war,  or  condemned  for  ofl'ences, 
tlicy  were  no  longer  burnt  and  matisacred  as  they  once 
were  j  but,  hi  lieu  of  this,  were  sent  from  their  native 
wildaiothis  fertile  and  happy  country;  and,  although 
It  IS  true  that  ihc}  do  not  here  enjoy  ihe  rights  of  free- 
men, their  condition  has  been  g^'catly  bettered  by  the 
change — and  1  lake  this  occasion,  once  for  all,  to  avow  it 
i\s  my  fixed  opihiun,  liiat  this  Government  has  as  much 
right  to  take  from  me  my  horse,  or  any  other  property  1 
pObSQss,  as  to  lake  away  my  slave ;  and  that  the  obliga- 
lion  is  as  periccl  to  pay  for  the  one  as  the  other,  when 
destroyed  or  injured  in  the  public  service. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  shew,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the 
usnendmenl  i  oflcred  ought  to  be  adopted.  It  appears 
from  the  testimony,  that  during  the  invasion  of  Louisiana 
in  1814,  a  cart,  horse,  and  slave,  the  property  of  the  |>e- 
titioncr,  were  impressed  into  the  ]mblic  scnice  by  oRlcr 
ol  the  comman.liiig  gcneraL     The  Committee  of  Cbi!)»8, 


in  the  bill  uuder  consideration,  propose  to  pay  for  the 
cart  and  liorse.  The  amendment  proposes  to  pay  for  the 
injury  sustained  by  the  slave  from  wounds  received  while 
in  service,  and  upon  ifiedical  attendance  consequent  for 
those  wouiids. 

Let  us  examine  for  a  moment  the  question^ipon  the 
grounds  advanced  by  tliose  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
and  I  think  it  must  appear  evident,  that,.according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  arguments,  the  bill  and  the  afoendment 
must  stand  or  fall  together;  tliat  tltey  cannot  refuse  pay- 
ment for  the  slave,  if  they  consent  to  pay  for  the  other 
property  taken  the  same  time  under  precisely  tlte  same 
circumstances. 

The  chief  reason,  said  Mr.  G.,  why  tins  subject  has 
assumed  an  aspect  of  so  much  intere£,t,  is  to  be  found  m 
the  language  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
If  that  report  had  not  unequivocally  denied  that  Ja«-es 
are  property,  I  should  not  have  ofi^red  the  amendment 
tlwt  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  :  the  aam  is  small  in 
amount,  %nd  in  that  point  of  view  unimportant.  But  tlie 
prmciple  involved  in  this  question  is  of  deep -and  vital  in- 
terest to  the  peace  and  safety  of  a  large  portion  of  this 
Union,  if  not  to  the  existence  ot  the  Union  iiaelf. 

It  is  this  principle  that  I  feel  boimd  now  and  at  all 
times,  here  and  elsewhere,  to  resist  and  oppose  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability.  It  is  true  that  the  gentfoman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  WHiTTiasBT}  who  I  believe  is  the  anther  of 
the  report,  does  not  consider  its  terms  as  warranting  the 
inference  1  have  drawn  from  it ;  but  I  appeal  to  every 
candid  and  intelligent  man  who  has  read  it,  if  such  is  not 
the  Hit  interpretation  of  its  meaning.^  What  is  the  rea- 
son assigned  by  the  committee  for  rejecting  this  item  of 
the  claim  ?  Because,  th^ry  say,  the  l^vemment  nerer 
considered  slaves  as  property.  Can  hiRguage  be  more 
expficit?  And  am  I  to  be  told  that  the pwrpon \\\ave 
^iven  to  it,  is  not  the  only  true  legitinuite  one  of  which  it 
IS  susceptible  } 

This  report  has  eonc  before  the  people  ;  it  is  to  under- 
stood by  them,  and  has  been  made  the  subject  of  execu- 
tive communication  to  State  Legislature^  prtitcsting 
against  the  principle.that  1  have  ascribed  to  it. 

The  arguments  urged  by  gentlemen  against  the  sunend- 
ment,  do  not  sustain,  I  admit«  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. The  ground  on  which  the  report  is  based,  appears 
to  have  been  abandoned  even  by  the  gentleman  from  Oliio, 
{.Mr*  WuirrLKSKr.]  We  are  now  lold  that  slares  are 
pj'operty  in  one  sense,  and  not  in  another  {  that  they  con- 
fer political  power  in  the  quality  of  persons,  and,  there- 
fw'e,  cannot  be  considered  absolutely  as  property.  The 
fallttcy  of  this  i*easoning  consists  in  supposing  that  pec- 
sons  cannot  be  property.  If  they  were  not  persons,  lhc> 
could  not  be  slaves  ;  aiid  it  is  only  upon  the  ground  of 
slavery  tliat  wc  claim  them  as  property. 

The  geittleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Storms]  exprcj^s- 
ly  admits  that  the  master  has  an  uiiconlrollable  ns;\i\.  to 
the  scnice  of  his  slave,  tutder  all  circumstances^  and  tUt. 
absolute  custody  of  his  person.  What  other  power  ca:i 
we  possess  over  any  property  f  The  gentlrmau"a  dcl*.ri- 
tion  is  correct,  and  phices  the  slave  on  a  footing  with  au> 
other  property,  subject  to  baiter,  sale,  and  the  vw'ill  of  \JL\z 
proprietor.     We  contend  for  nothing  else. 

The  iionorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  \VMiTTi.t- 
ssf  ]  dibcovei'ing  that  his  report  coidd  not  be  defended, 
has  changed  his  ground  nf  hostility  to  the  SLntenclmcni, 
and  now  infonns  us  that  there  are  precedents  adverse  t* 
this  claim,  and  has  rt:ferred  the  committee  to  several  u;r- 
cisions  of  this  House  on  former  occasions.     Ahlioug^lil 
am  not  a  believer  in  the  binding  effect  of  legislative  pTtr* 
cedents,  yet  the    cominittee  will  at  once  pcrcel%'c,  b\  a 
reference  to  the  cases  cited,  thai  they  all  uuitermlly  tU^'er 
from  the  present,  iuasmuoh  as  they. are  cases  whcr«  tt^ 
f>roperty  was  in  the  sendee  of  the  United  Statek  by  coo- 
tr;;ct  of  hire,  or  where  the  slaves  were  voUiutarily  Cttmci 
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as  servants  by  their  masters.  In  these-cases  the  proprie- 
tor is  the  insnrer.  He  charges  in  proportion  to  the  risk, 
and  the  premium  is  included  in  the  wag^es.  But  this  is 
not  the  case,  where  the  property  it  taken  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner.  In  that  case  the  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  taker  is  to  save  the  owner  harmless ;  to  restore 
the  property  in  as  good  state  and  condition  as  when  it 
was  received  ;  if  lost,  injured,  er  destroyed,-  to  pay  its 
value  ;  and  in  all  cases  to  make  just  compensation  for  its 
use. 

It  has  been  contended  by  some  gentlemen,  who  have 
tpken  part  in  this  debate,  that  a  distinction  exists  as  to 
the  kind  of  property  ?  and,  while  Ihey  admit  the  general 
principle  ©f  liability  on  ihe  part  of  the  United  States, 
would  exclude  slaves  from  its  operation.  Sir,  the  Con- 
stitution recognizes  no  such  distinction.  It  says  that  pri- 
vate property  shall  not  be  taken  without  just  compensa- 
tion. 

We  have  also  been  told  that  every  taking  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  is  not  only  a  trespass,  but  that  im- 
pressment is  never  rendered  so  far  justifiable  by  circum- 
stances of  necesoity,  as  to  create  any  obligation  on  the 
partof  the  Government  to  make  indemnification  for  losses 
occasioned  thereby.    To  this  doctrine  I  cannot  subacribe; 
and,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
SToaas]  intended  to  be  understood,  that  no  public  exi- 
gency whatever  was  sulBcient  to  Justify  the  impressment 
of  slaves,  I  cannot  agree  with  him.   I  hold  that  it  is  justi- 
fiable whenever  the  public  safety  requires  it ;  whenever 
the  property  seizedi  and  the  use  to  which  it  is  put,  are 
adapted  to  that  purpose  which  the  danger  of  the  country 
calls  for ;  then  an  officer  is  not  only  excusable,  but  is 
praiseworthy,  if  he  takes  it  for  the  public  use.     We  can- 
not  foresee  what  emergencies  may  happen  :  let  roe  put 
a  case.     Suppose  that  on  the  23d  of  December,  1814, 
it  had  been  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  to  tlirow  up  a  breastwork  within  a  given  time  4 
that  this  necessity  was  so  obvious  that  nobody  pretended 
to  deny  it :  suppose,  also,  that  there  were  at  the  camp 
•10  force  sufficient  to  efTect  it,  but  that  there  were  in  the 
neighborhood  one  thousand  slaves,  whose  masters  refused 
to  allow  them  to  be  employed  in  this  necessary  work, 
would  not  General  Jackson  have  been  justifiable  in  com- 
pelling the  services  of  these  slaves  ;  and  should  we  not 
Have  been  bound  in  justice  to  pay  their  owners  for  their 
labor  and  time  '  Most  undoubtedly.    And  General  Jack- 
eon  would  have  deserved  a  severe  rebuke  had  he  abstain- 
ed from  impressing  them.    He  would  certainly  have  had 
as  mtich  right  to  take  tlte  slaves  as  to  take  the  carts  «nd 
horses  requisite  to  the  operation.     True,  there  was  no 
written  law  to  justify  it  ;  but  it  would  have  been  justified 
by  that  great  first  principle  uf  society,  which  requires  a 
surrender  of  a  part  to  preserve  the  whole. 

Permit  me,  for  a  single  moment,  to  advert  to  some  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  this  great  power  of  im- 
pressment was  exercised  in  the  present  case. 

1  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  wtiat  honest  jealousy  the 
American  people  view  the  exercise  of  doubtful  powers, 
or  even  those  expressly  delegated,  when  exerted  beyond 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case.  1  rejoice  that  it  is  so. 
The  true  theory  of  free  Government  requires  that  the 
people  should  never  delegate  powers  which  they  can  ef- 
ficiently exerciite  themselves;  nor  tolerate  its  exercise 
ill  others,  except  so  for  as  necessary  for* the  public  inte- 
rest. 

Yielding,  therefore,  my  assent  to  this  wholesome  and 
republican  principle  in  its  broadest  latitude,  I  do  not  hesi- 
late  to  say  that  there  are  situations  in  which  an  individual 
may  be  place<l,  in  which  it  would  be  treason  to  his  coun- 
try to  withhold  the  application  of  any  power  he  might 
possess,  necessary  to  command  the  means  witliin  his 
reftch,  either  to  avert  great  national  calamities,  or  secure 
to  hffl  country  important  national  blessings.  Sir,  the  ex- 
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ercise'of  this  power  In  the  present  instance,  was  under 
circumstances  of  no  ordinary  occurrence.^  The  unex- 
pected advance  of  the  enemy  upon  Louisiana  in  1814^ 
found  that  important  section  of  the  Union  wholly  unpro- 
tected. 

On  the  33d  of  December,  when  the  enem^  appeared 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  within  six  imles  of  New 
Orleans,  to  the  number  of  three  thousand  men,  the  flower 
of  the  British  army,  and  the  boasted  invincibles  of  Lord 
Wellington,  you  had  not  a  breastwork,  nor  a  fortification 
of  any  description— not  a  solitary  cannon  planted  to  sound 
an  alarm,  or  check  their  progress  to  that  great  and  all* 
important  emporium  of  the  West.  The  whole  of  the  dis* 
posable  force  of  General  Jackson,  at  this  time,  did  not 
exceed  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  more  than  half  of  that 
number  were  militiamen  who  had  never  seen  a  field  of 
battle.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  Delay  was  ruin,  and  aa 
attack  almost  certain  defeat.  Under  these  trying  cir* 
cumfttances  the  commanding  general  did  not  hesitateu 
He  instantly  resolved  to  meet  the  enemy  <  and  this  smalU 
but  gallant  band,  collected  at  the  beat  of  the  drum,  were 
led  by  him  to  the  field  of  battle.  The  contest  was  long 
and  bloody.  The  combatants  were  at  last  separated  by 
the  darkness  of  the  night ;  and  the  remnant  uf  this  little 
corps  were  planted  on  that  memorable  line  which  wa» 
destined  to  be  illumined  by  the  glory  of  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary. This  sudden  and  desperate  attack  spread  conster- 
nation and  alarm  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  He  re* 
solved  to  wait  for  reinforcements  firom  bis  fleet.  General 
Jackson  knew  well  the  Importance  of  this  delay,  and  he 
lost  no  time  in  strengthening  his  position,  and  fortifying 
himself  in  Uie  best  manner  time  and  circumstances  would 
permit  Breastworks  were  to  be  thrown  up,  fortifica- 
tions erected,  and  the  whole  means  of  the  country  were 
requisite  for  these  operations,  on  which  depended  the 
salvation  of  the  city.  It  was  under  these  circumstances 
of  high  and  pressing  necessity  the  property  in  this  case 
was  taken.  I  now  submit  the  question  to  the  committee, 
whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  im- 
pressment was  not  justifiable.  If  there  be  one  individual 
m  the  nation  who  doubts  it,  I  envy  him  not  his  candor  or 
patriotism. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  liken  the  case  of  slaves 
to  that  of  apprentices  and  minors;  but  there  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  them.  The  military  power  of  this 
nation  is  confided  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  the  authority  to  enlist,  to 
arm,  and  to  organize  the  militia.  Apprentices  and  mi- 
noi-s  are  citizens  ;  they  form  a  part  of  societv,  and  are 
enlisted  by  the  delegated  authority  of  the  whole.  They, 
like  others,  must  consent  to  part  with  a  portion  of  their 
natuial  rights;  and,  like  other  freemen,  are  bound  tb 
protect  themselves  and  their  country ;  but  this  is  not  the 
case  with  slaves.  Slaves  are  no  part  of  the  militia ;  and 
if  the  Government  have  the  power  alleged,  one  thing  ia 
certain,  they  have  never  yet  exerted  it.  When  the  gen- 
tleman firom  New  York  [.Mr«  Clark]  will  shew  me  an  act 
of  Congress  tor  the  enlistment  of  slaves,  I  will  shew  him 
an  act  whleh  he  will  admit  to  be  a  dissolution  of  thic 
Union.  But  there  is  no  such  act.  Apprentices  are  taken 
according  to  law  ;  slaves  are  not,  and  cannot  be. 

Gentlemen  deceive  themselves,  therefore,  in  supposing 
that  this  slave  was  taken  as  a  part  of  the  military  force  of 
the  country.  He  was  no  more  taken  as  such  than  was 
the  other*  property  «  and  there  is  no  power  in  this  Go« 
vernment  that  could  authorize  the  employmeDt  of  slaves 
as  soldiers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  briefly  my  views  on  this 
subject,  and  the  motives  that  induced  me  to  offer  the 
amendment ;  and  it  is,  in  my  opimon,  due  as-  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  claimant—- it  is  due  to  the  charactCE  of  the 
Gofvemment— to  the  transactiona  with  which  it  is  m\a\* 
nected— and  more  especially  it  is  due  to  the  reputation 
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of  that  gsllant  and  distinguwhed  individual^  who»  in  the 
most  gloomy  period  of  the  war,  and  under  the  roost  press- 
ing and  desponding  circumstances,  had  the  moral  courage 
in  defence  of  Uts  country,  to  exercise  the  power  which 
produced  the  individual  injury  proposed  to  be  compen- 
sated by  the  amendment.  By  rejecting  the  amenthnent 
we  virtually  declare  this  meritorious  act  a  wanton  exercise 
of  usurped  authority. 

Sir,  It  was  not  so.  It  was  called  for  t^i  tlie  time  by 
tiie  supreme  law  of  necessity,  and  was  used  in  defence 
of  the  coimtr)',  and  in  advancing  its  honor  and  glory. 

I  am  aware  that  subjects  of  this  character  are  calculat- 
ed to  produce  excitement  in  this  House — at  least,  I  have 
found  by  sad  experience  that  they  do  so. 

No  one  can  reg^t  this  state  of  things  mor«  than  my- 
seli ;  but  I  implore  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  we  are 
forced  into  this  discussion,  in  defence  of  our  proper- 
ty and  rights  ;  neither  of  which  we  can  surrender  without 
a  shamenil  dereliction  of  duty  and  a  cowardly  abandon- 
ment of  the  prerogatives  of  freemen.  All  that  we  ask,  is, 
tirnt  the  rights  and  obligations  ot  this  people,  both  in  re- 
lation to  themselves  and  the  Government,  may  be  left 
where  the  compact  of  confederation  has  placed  them, 
and  that  no  invidious  distinctions  may  be  made  in  regard 
to  either. 

When  we  are  admonished  by  gentlemen  from  certain 
sections  of  the  country,  to  discuss  Uk-sc  subjects  without 
feeling,  may  we  not  ask,  in  turn,  that  they  .may  decide 
them  without  prejudice  ? 

I  cheerfully  adroit  that  their  prejudices  are  honest,  and 
that  those  who  entertain  them  will,  at  all  times,  and  un- 
der all  circumstances,  endeavor  to  remain  faithful  to  the 
Constitution,  which  is  the  common  property  and  the 
common  safeguard  of  the  whole  American  People.  But, 
sir,  if  there  is  any  portion  of  this  country  more  ardent 
than  another,  in  their  devotion  to  the  principles  of  our 
institutions,  and  in  their  attachment  to  thim,  it  is  the 
Southcni.  They  furnished  evidence  of  both  in  the  laf^t 
war,  and  received  a  rich  reward  in  the  glory  that  attend- 
ed  the  success  of  their  arms,  and  the  approbation  of  their 
fellow-citizens.  The  spirit  that  animated  them  will  be 
inherited  by  tbeir  descendants  ;  and  in  all  time  to  come, 
they  will  be  found  ready  in  peace  to  sustain  the  Uuion 
II gainst  domestic  faction  and  civil  discord,  to  secure  a 
faithful  administration  of  the  Government,  according  to 
the  theory  of  the  Constitution— and  in  w^r  to  offer  their 
treasure  and  their  blood  upon  the  altar  of  their  ciHtntry, 
and  in  defence  of  its  honor.  I  ask  pardon  of  the  com- 
mittee for  this  seeming  digresi>ioi>,  and  trust  tliat  the 
amendment  will  be  received,  and  that  thereby  we  may 
preserve  our  consistency  and  do  full  justice  to  the  claim- 
ant. 

Mr.  INGHAM  said,  that  he  ref^rettrd  the  motion 
should  have  been  renewed,  but  as  it  had  been,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  discussed  with  calmness;  and  that,  if  the 
House  could  discover  the  principle  which  ought  to  bind 
them,  they  would  be  willing  to  do  whatever  Justice  might 
require.  AK  object,  said  Mr.  I.,  in  rising  at  this  lime, 
has  been,  if^  possible,  to  narrow  the  ground  of  discu  • 
sion.  For  I  apprehend,  with  all  submission,  that  the  true 
point  in  this  case  has  not  yet  been  touche<l  at  all.  If  I  ur.» 
derstand  the  claim  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  this 
amendment,  it  is  for  the  Iom  of  time  and  expense  of  medi- 
cal attendance  of  a  slave,  who  was  impressed  shortly  before 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  The  demand  was  opposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  ground  that  slaves 
do  not  constitute  a  species  of  properly,  which  is  to  be 
paid  for  at  the  public  expense,  when  ]>re8sed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ;  ami  farther,  that  slaves  are 
not  liable  to  impressment,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to 
he  paid  for  when  impressed.  The  fallacy  of  the  argu- 
ment embodied  in  the  report  has  led  to  all  the  emban-ass- 
mcnt.  as  well  as  to  all  the  excilen.ent,  which  has  taken 


place  on  this  occasion.  I  think  it  Iws  been  sbovn  that 
the  war-making  power  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty,  (if 
there  be  any  sovereignty  in  Government  at  all,)  in  order 

that  all  may  be  preterved  for  whose  sake  the  Govern* 
ment  was  instituted.  And  if  this  attribute  of  sovereignty 
is  in  the  Gov  comment,  sliall  a  city,  threatened  with  cap- 
til  re,  pillage,  conflagration,  and  the  violation  of  women,  not 
be  defended  till  those  charged  with  the  defence  come 
down  and  chaffer  with  perhaps  a  disaffected  partisan, 
whether  his  cart,  and  horses,  and  slave,  may  not  be  used  in 
the  coastniction  of  a  breastwork  for  the  defence  of  that 
city?  Yes,  Sir.  Whether  the-public  demand  affects  bis  cart, 
or  his  horses,  or  his  slave,  or  his  son,  or  his  brother,  or  him- 
self, all  must  be  surrendered^  and  the  country  must  be  de- 
fended. But  we  are  told  that,  though '  his  horae  and  hk» 
cart  may  be  impressed,  and  if  injured,  must  be  pud  for, 
that  slaves  are  not  that  species  of  property  for  vhicb 
compensation  is  ever  to  be  made.  But,  Sir,'  do  we  read 
any  thing  about  species  in  that  article  of  the  Constitution 
i^hich  declares  that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
for  the  public  use,  \i  ithout  just  compensation  ?  If  I  un- 
derstand the  word  property,  it  is  a  generic  term.  The 
Constitution  does  not  say  that  a  certain  species  of  ptivate 
property  shall  be  paid  for,  if  taken,  but  it  says,  **  that 
private  property  mu9t  be  ^aid  for,  if  taken  for  the  pub- 
lic use."  It  was  also  said,  that  apprentices,  minors, 
and  persons  held  to  service,  constitute  a  ki.id  of  proper- 
ty, that  ought  to  be  paid,  for.  Now,  my  principal  object 
is  to  satisfy  this  Committee,  that  these  two  descriptions 
of  property  may  be  brought  under  the  bame  rule,  and 
justice  done  without  any  difficulty. 

The  right  of  property  to  a  slave  and  to  an  apprentice* 
if  not  identically  the  same,  are  as  nearly  alike,  mb  twt> 
things  can  possibly  be,  and  they  should  be  paid  for  under 
the  same  circumstances,  and  in  the  same  way.  T\vete  \» 
no  incongruity  whatever  between  them.  I  maintain,  that 
the  right  of  impressment  is  a  perfect,  and  not  a  qualifietl 
right ;  that  it  is  a  necessary  attribute  of  sovereignty*  and 
applies  equally  to  a  slave,  an  apprentice,  a  brother,  or  a 
son.  But  when  this  right  is  exerted,  what  is  to  be  the 
rule  of  compensation  ?  This  is  the  ^t  of  the  questioa. 
The  Constitution  says,  that  when  private  property  is  ta- 
ken forJhe  public  use,  just  compensation  shall  be  made. 
NoM*;  what  is  just  compensation  }  It  is  a  payment  for  the 
services  of  the  person,  or  for  the  use  of  the  things  im- 
pressed. If  a  horse  Is  taken,  you  must  pa^i  for  the  use 
of  the  horse  «  if  a  slave  is  taken  3rou  must  pay  for  the 
services  of  the  slave  ;  there  is  no  distinction  .in  principW. 
All  property,  pressed  into  the  poblic  service,  is,  in  thW 
respect,  of  one  and  the  same  character;  and  distinctions  be> 
I  ween  different  species  of  property,  tend  only  to  entangW 
the  question. 

^  The  friends  of  the  amendment  are  contending  form  pnn- 
ciple-A  principle  which  deeply  concerns  (Item,  aiicl  hence 
the  excitement  which  has  been  produced.     To  test  Ih^t 
principle,  let  me  put  a  case.     An  officer  is  charged  vitti 
the  defence  of  a  city  threatened  by  the  enemy.  To  eflcct 
that  object,  he  is  bound  to  exert  all  the  powers  of  the 
Government,   so  far  as  they  arc  entrusted   to  his  bands. 
In  the  neighborhood  of  that  city,  there  are  two  cLfferent 
persons,  both  owning  slaves  :  he  applies  to  both  f«\r  :>.e 
use  of  their  slaves,  to  be  employed  in  the  public  defence. 
Oiie  of  these  slaveholders  willinglv  consents  :  he  sax%  *n 
the  officer,  l&kc  my  People  in  welcome  }  it  is  true»  I  ex- 
pect hereafter  to  be  compensated,  but  1  will  not  chs^ftcr 
now.     1'hey  are  wanted,  and  let  them  go.     The   otbet 
slave-holder,  tiaiturous  in  heart,  or  having,  perhaps*  a 
mistaken  notion  of  his  rights,  refuses  hbslaves^  ai^  tbe^ 
are  titken  by  force.    What  is  to  be  the  rule  of  yotir  com- 
pensation to  these  two  persons  ?    The  rights  or  tke  Gciv 
eral  extended  alike  over  both.     Will  you  adopt  a  difiVr- 
ent  rule  of  compensittiun  in  one  case*  from  wt^at  \«tu 
:«dopt  in  another  ?     Is  not  one  entitled  to  the  5am v  ir^t^ 
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of  pay  with  the  other  ?     Will  you  acknowledge  that  you 
were,  in  the  one  case,  a  trespasser,  and  will  you   there- 
fore  pay  the  last  shive-holder,  and  not  the  first  ^     Surety 
not*.    The  rule  of  compensation  must  be  the  same  in 
both  cases  :   for    the  Constitution    requires,    in    both, 
that  you  make  just  compensation  >     And  what  is  just 
compensation?    Need   I  discuss  it  farther  ?      Whether 
the   General   contracts   for  the  slaves,  or   takes  them 
wi(h    Uie  consent  of  the    o.wner,    without  special  con- 
tract, the   rule  of   compensation    must   evidently   be 
to  pay  tlie  same  price  as  would  be  paid  for  tlie  same 
services  in  a  transaction  between  man  and  man.    Can 
there  be  any  other  rule  ?     In  private  contracts,  the  em- 
ployer Is  bound  to  compensate  according*  to  the  kind  of 
service  performed,  and  the  length  of  time  during  which 
he  employs  it.  It  is  precisely  so  with  impressment.  The 
Ciovejmment  impressing  is  bound  to  compensate   the 
owner  for  all  descriptions  of  property  whatsoever,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  time  during  which  it  was  employed  in  the 
pubUc  service.    This,  I  think,  is  too  clear  to  be  disputed. 
But  there  is  another  point  in  this  case.      When  the 
tSovemment  presses  persons  intXj  its  service,  or  living 
animals,  of  any  kind,  does  it  thereby  ensure  the  life,  or 
the  health  of  such  person,  or  animal  against  all  risks  ? 
fotliis  common  between  man  and  roan  ?    Certainly  not. 
When  private  parties  hire  pei*8on8  into  their  service, 
they  neither  ensure  their  life,  nor  health,  nor  the  pay- 
ment of  their  Doctor's  bill ;  and  the  same  rule  must  ap- 
ply to  persons  impressed  by  Government.  You  are  to  pay 
for  the  use  of  the  thing,  or  person   pressed,  but  that  is 
all  i  and  if  the  Committee  o^  Claims  had  allowed  pay  for 
the  time  of  this  slave,  they  would  have  allowed  all  they 
were  bound  to  allow.     In  private  life,  if  a  hireling  em- 
ployed by  you,  falls  accidentally  from  his  cart,  and  is  disa- 
bled,  are  you  to  pay  for  tlie  injury  he  sustahis  by  that 
fall  ?    If  you  hire,  a  horse,   feed  and  use  him  j^roperly, 
and,  while  in  your  service,  he  is  taken  sick,  or  dies,  must 
you  pay  for  him?   Surely  not.     You  are  not  bound  to  en- 
sure either  his  life  or  health.     If,  indeed,   he  perishes 
from  your  mal-treatment,  from  a  want  of  provisions,  or 
from  any  criminal  neglect  of  yours,  the  case  is  different. 
But,  if  he  dies  by  casualty,  or  disease,  the  loss  must  be 
sustained  by  his  owner.    Now,  there  is  no  difference,  as 
to  the  principle  between  death  by  a  fall,  tKid  delith  by  a 
bullet  from  the  enemy.  You  must  pay  for  his  service  dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  employed,  and  you  must  pay  for  no 
more.     The  doctrines  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
— I  repeat  it — are  fallacious,  as  might  be  shewn  from  the 
decision  of  former  claims  by  that  Committee.     When 
claims  were  advan^d,  fqp  horses  lost  in  Kentucky,  dur- 


of  justice,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  deliberate  and 
calm  investigation,  must  ever  discover,  to  those  ei^rusted 
with  it,  the  principles  which  ought  to  guide  them.  He 
trusted  the  discussion,  on  this  occasion,  would  be  con- 
ducted with  calmness,  and  not  with  the  spirit  of  an  incen- 
diary, who  would  throw  a  fire-brand  mto  this  House, 
to  alarm  a  large  and  important  portion  of  this  country. 
He  trusted  that  this  was  not  the  disposition  of  any  gentle- 
man on  this  floor,  but  such,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  bad 
been  the  conduct  too  much  pursued. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  agnin. 

The  House  adjourned  lo  Monday. 


ing  the  last  war,  compensation  was  resisted  on  the  ground, 
that  the  risk  of  the  horse's  life  did  not  enter  into  the  con- 
tract,  nor  form  any  part  of  the  considenition  for  which 
the  price  was  paid  :  but  this  practice  was  afterwards  bro- 
ken down,  not  because  the  principle  jiras  doubted,  but 
because  it  was  proved  that,  in  some  cases  the  horses  died 
from  the  neglect  of  Government  to  provide  them  with 
auitahle  food.  These  cases  fofmed  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule,  and  thereby  confirmed,  instead  of  interf  ring 
with  it. 

Mr.  I.  concluded  his  argument  by  declaring,  that,  if 
iu  this  case,  the  Guvernment  have  taken  die  property  of 
a  private  individual  they  are  bound  to  give  him  compen- 
sation, and  to  measure  tiu&  compensation,  by  the  time- 
that  property  was  employed,  and  tlie  rate  at  which  it  could 
have  been  obtained  by  private  contract.  He  regretted 
that  this  discussion  should  have  excited  any  thing  like  ir- 
ritated feelings.  He  repeated  hid  conviction,  that  what- 
ever of  such  feelings  had  been  produced,  was  to  be  attri- 
buted wholly  to  th&  fallacious  doctrines  advanced  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  The  Committee  had  looked  at 
precedents,  but  not  at  the  reasons  on  which  they  were 
founded.     The  Government  of  our  country  was  a  fiibric 
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CASE  OF  THE  CAPTURED  AFRICANS. 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
aryi  to  which  was  committed  tlie  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"  to  authorize  the  cancelling  a  bond  therein  mentioned," 
with  instructions  to  wort  the  facts  upon  which  the  bill 
was  reported,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

CONTESTflD  ELECTION. 
Mr.  SLOANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  to 
which  wSB  referred  the  memorial  of  sundiy  citizens  of 
the  Second  Congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania, 'con- 
testing the  right  of  John  Sergeant,  the  sitting  member 
from  that  District,  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

"This  case  presents  the  following  state  of  facts,  viz  : 
That  an  election  was  held  in  said  District,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  October,  1826,  for  a  member  to  represent  it  in 
the  20th  Congress.     After  a  canvass,  of  tlie  votes  given, 
it  appeared  that  John  Sergeant  and  Henry  Horn  hiul  the 
highest,  and  an  equal  f\umber  of  votes.    This  fact  was 
officially  reported  ^o  the  proper  officer  of  the  State,  by 
the  returning  officers  of  tlie  election.     It  appearing  by 
this  report,  that  the  People  had  failed  to  make  a  choice, 
the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  seems  to  have  considered 
the  case  as  a  vacancy,  but  not  to  the  extent  sufficient  to 
waiTant  him  in  directing  another  election,  until  both  M|*. 
Sergeant  and  Mr.   Horn  informed  him,  in  writing,  that 
they  relinqtiished  all  claims  to  the  seat  in  virtue  of  the 
election  of  1826.     In  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  these 
letteis^  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  did,  on  the  5th  day 
of  September,  1827,  issue  his  Proclamation,  particular- 
ly referring  to  the  circumstances  of  the^case,  and  direct- 
ing an  election  to  be  held,  to  supply  the  haid  vacancy, 
on  the  9th  day  of  October,   1827  :  at  which  election  it 
appears  that  John  Sergeant  was  duly  elected.     Official 
copies  of  these  letters,  and  of  the  Governor's  Proclanut- 
tion,.  are  herewith  reported.      The  memorialists,   who 
contest  Mr.  Sergeant's  right  to  a  seat,  allege,  that,  at  the 
election  in   1B26,  **on  counting  the  votes  contained  in 
the  Coroner's,  and  other  boxes,  there  was  found  a  num- 
ber of  votes  in  favor  of  Ilenr)'  Horn,  over  and  above 
those  given  for  John  Sergeant.     Clearly"  (as  they  say) 
**  indicating  the  intention  of  a  plurahty  of  the  electors, 
to  choose  Henry  Horn."    This  memorial  was  unaccom- 
panied with  any  testimony,  whatever.     The  committee, 
at  their  first  meeting,  directed  their  Chairman  to  notify 
the  memorialists,   that,  on  a  certain   day  named,  they 
would  take  up   the  subject  for  consideration,  and  that 
any  testimony  they  might  wish  to  present,  would  be  duly 
considered.     Several   letters  have  passed   between^  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee,  and  one  of  the  memorialists  ; 
and  sundry  depositions  have  been  forwarded,  all  of  which 
are  exparte,  ha\*ing  been  taken,  for  aught  that  appears, 
without  any  notice  to  the  sitting  member.     I'hese  depo- 
sitions the  committee  consider  entirely  insufficient  to  in- 
s-alldate  the  rights  of  the  sitting  member.      But  they 
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think  it  quite  unnecessary  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
the  rights  of  the  parties,  under  the  first  election  ;  be- 
cause, whatever  those  rights  were,  they  have  been  vol- 
-mttiiAly  reVmauiahed.  They,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  fbUowing  resolution  : 

•  "  Huohedy  That  John  Sergeant  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House." 

The  report,  and  the  two  letters  to  which  it  refers,  of 
•Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Horn,  being  read — the  question 
was  put  to  a^ee  to  the  report ;  and  passed  in  the  affir- 
mative, unanimously. 

MOBILK  COURT  MARTIAL. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mh  8I.OANE,  on  the 
11th  instant,  "  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish 
the  House  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Mobile 
Court  Martial,  for  the  trial  of  certain  Tennessee  militia- 
men, &c.  was  taken  up  and  read,  and,  being  under  consi- 
deration- 
Mr.  WICKLTFFE,  of  Ky.,  said,  that  the  subject  refer- 
red  to  in  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentlenuin  from 
Ohio,  tMr.  Sloawx]  had  given  ri^u  much  acrimonious 
discussion  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  and  about  which 
much  misrepresentation  liad  been  employed.  When  the 
resolution  was  first  read,  it  had  arrested  his  attention  ;  he 
had  since  examined  it,  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  practica- 
'  ble^  the  national  object,  legitimate  national  object,  to  be 
atUined  by  an  answer  from  the  Department  of.  War,  to 
the  gentleman's  resolution.  He  had  in  vain  sought  for 
■that  object,  by  an  examination  of  the  resoUitton  itself. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  not  informed  the  House 
Ibr  what  purpose  he  had  made  the  call,  and  he  [Mr. 
WiCKiiFFx]  had  risen,  not  to  oppose  the  adoption  of' the 
resolution,  but  to  express  his  desire  that  the  gentleman 
would  be  good  enough  to  state  what  object.  Legislative 
or  otherwise,  be  proposed  to  accoinpH.sh,  by  the  adop. 
tion  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  ready,  on 
all  occadons,  to  yidd  his  assent  to  a  call  upon  any  of  the 
Departments,  for  mutters  of  fact,  or  copies  of  documents, 
which  might  be  necessary  to  enable  this  House  to  do  the 
Legislative  business  of  the  Nation,  and  thereby  promote 
the  public  interest— ftother  than  that,  he  was  not  dispos- 
ed to  go. 

Mr.  SLOANE  observed  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  very  truly  remarked,  tliat  the  subject  of  this 
resolution  was  one  that  had  greatly  attracted  public  at. 
tention.  It  was  a  subject  in  relation  to  which  the  public 
of  all  parties  felt  a  very  great  solicitude.  And  it  was  with 
ft  full  knowledge  of  that  fact  that  he  bad  submitted  the 
resolution.  The  subject  is  an  important  one,  and  the 
facts  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  it  are  said  to 

•  be  in  the  War  Department.     On  the  one  hand,  it  is 
averred  that  these  facts  are  of  a  particular,  and  on  the 

•  other  hand,  that  they  are  of  a  very  different  character. 
.  He  wished,  for  himself,  to  know  exactly  what  they  are. 

He  would  make  no  assertion-^he  would  not  even  allow 
himself  to  conjecture.  He  considered  them  important 
for  public  information,  and  therefxjre  wibhed  to  see  them. 
Whether  any  legislative  measure  will  necessarily  grow 
out  of  their  being  communicated,  must  depend  upon 
what  they  are.  Tlie  personage  most  intimately  connect- 
ed  with  the  transaction  has  informed  the  public  that  all 
the  fiicts  arc  in  the  War  Department.  To  that  Depart- 
ment let  us  apply.  Let  us  see  on  which  side  of  the* 
question  truth  is  to  be  found. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFB  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  object 
of  making  the  call  had  now  been  distinctly  avowed  by 
the  mover.  That  object,  if  I  understand  the  gentleman, 
is  this:  that  it  was  an  important  subject— one  sbout 
which  there  had  been  a  great  difference  of  opinion,  and 
he  wished  to  get  at  the  truth,  and  infbrm  \he  public  cor- 
rectly.  The  gentleman  farther  remarked,  that  he  did 
not  know  but  possibly  some  legislation  might  be  neces- 


sary  upon  the  subject.  To  settle  controverted  facta, 
\.which  have  been  placed  in  bold  relief  before  the  puhKc 
by  one  of  the  great  political  parties  in  this  Union,  wHli  a 
view  to  tarnish  the  fame  of  a  distinguished  benefactor  of 
his  country,)  seems  to  be  the  main  object  avovred  by  the 
gentleman.  Is  this  an  object  worthy  the  grave  conside- 
ration of  this  House  ?  Has  it  come  to  this,  tiiat  the  Uoitte 
of  Representatives  is  to  be  the  vehicle  through  which  the 
facts^  connected  with  this  .subject,  for  purposea  purely 
political,  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  public  }  I  ha«l  hoped, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  that  no  snbjeet  would  have 
been  introduced  into  this  House,  by  eitlier  party,  at  the 
present  Session,  calculated  to  exasperate  and'embitter 
party  spirit,  and  excite  the  public  feeling,  beyond  its 
present  irritable  condition.'  I  had  indulgfed  the  hope 
that  the  Members  of  Congress  would  have  beem  permit- 
ted to  legislate  on  the  legimate  business  of  their  coDsti- 
tuents  without  having  in  view  the  advancemeat  of  their 
favorite  candidate  for  the  high  office  of  President,  or  Ibe 
destruction  of  the  moral  or  political  standing  of  their 
opponents. 

I  make  these  general  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  not  with 
a  view  to  defeat  the  call  for  all  the  documents  and  papers 
toucliing  the  subject,  which  may  be  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment of  War.  No,  sir,  the  distinguished  individutl 
whose  reputation  isassailed,  upon  this  and  other  subjects 
will  not  shrink  from  investigation.  His  friends  will  nd 
do  it  for  him.  And,  however  unpleasant  to  thena,  or  un- 
profitable to  those  who  force  it  upon  ua,  we  will  meet  the 
attack  now — we  will  meet  it  here  or  elsewhete.  There- 
fore, with  a  desire  that  the  House,  (I  ought  to  say  the 
public  ;  for  it  is  for  them  they  are  sought)  shall  liare  the 
documents,  the  whole  documents,  and  nothing  but  the  do- 
cuments— no  speech — I  move  to  amend  the  resohition  by 
striking  out  all  af\er  the  word  ''divisions,**  and  insentng 
the  following  : 

"  And  also  to  furnish  copies  of  all  papers,  letters,  and 
documents,  relating  to  said  Court  Martial ;  copies  of  all 
orders,  general  or  special,  made  or  issued  bjr  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
concerning  or  relating  to  the  length  of  service  of  the  de- 
tachment of  the  Tennessee  militia,  detailed  under  theonki 
of  the  Governor  of  said  State,  issued  on  the  30th  day  of 
May,  1614,  %nd  afterwards  placed  under  the  immednle 
command. of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Pipkin:  ahn, 
copies  of  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  of  said  mifitiaiBeB, 
which  may  be  on  file  in  the  Department  o£  War.** 

Mr.  SLOANE  said,  that  he  should  have  been  veiy  bi^ 
py  if  the  gentleman's  amendment  had  been  such  an  oss 
as  he  could  have  accepted,  and  made  part  of  his  resole- 
tion,  but  this  he  could  not  do,  inasmuch  as  it  cut  off  as 
important  part  of  his  resolution.  The  latter  clause  of  bb 
resolution  called  for  all  tlie  correspondence. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  observed,  that,  if  the  gentJeiiian 
would  examine  his  own  resolution,  and  compaie  it  with 
the  amendment  proposed,  I  am  sure  (said  Mr.  W.)  he 
will  admit  that  all  the  documents  connected  widi  the  sub- 
ject on  file  in  the  Department  of  War,  are,  and  wiU  be 
embraced  by  the  resolution,  if  amended  te  ptvposed  b« 
me.      The  amendment,  sir,  extends  the  call— ^it  goet 
farther  than  the  original  resolution.      It  embnces  the 
muster  and  pay  rolls  of  the  detachment  of  Tennessee 
militia,  to  which  these  six  militia  men  belonged.     The 
resolution  and  the  amendment  both  refer  to  n  paiticuhf 
detachment  of  Tennessee  militia,  which  entered  tlic  se^ 
vice  on  the  20th  of  June,  1814,  under  the  imiDedkK 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pipkin.     One  object  is 
to  ascertain  the  length  of  time  they  were  bound  to  ser%« 
in  the  armv  of  the  United  States.     To  ascertain  this,  ce- 
pies  of  all  the  orders,  general  or  special,  made  by  the 
President,  or  issued  by  the  SecreUry  of  War,  in  refer 
ence  to  this  detachment ;  copies  of  the  muster  rolls  srJ 
psy  rolls  arc  called  for  ;  if  furnished,  they  wiU  enable  •.- 
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to  fix  the  tkne  their  service  commenced  and  terminated  i 
and  a  reference  to  the  acts  of  Coi^e«8»  reg^ulating  the 
miUtia,  fi<ora  1795,  to  1814,  inclusive,  which  are  acces- 
sible to  the  members  of  this  House,  will  enable  everyone 
to  decide  for  himself,  without  the  aid  of  a  learned  com- 
menury  from  the  War  Officer  of  the  Goyemment  upon 
the  question. 

One  other  object  of  the  orig^inal  resolution,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  thinks  is  not  embraced  by  the 
amendment  proposed,  is.  he  wishes  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  tell  us  whether  the  President  did  make  any  order  or 
regulation  under  the  discretionary  power  .vested  in  him 
ty  the  act  of  1814,^hich  authorizes  the  President  to 
call  out  the  militia  of  the;  United  SUtes,  for  a  term  of 
service,  not  exceeding  six  months  in  any  one  year.  The 
amendment  certainly  embraces  this  very  object.  It  calls . 
for  copies  of  all  onlers,  general  or  special.  If  such  or- 
ders were  made,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume  records  of  them 
are  preserved,  and  copies  of  them  will*  enable  us  to  judge 
of  the  import  of  them  for  ourselves,  as  well,  and  per- 
haps better,  than  if  we  had  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  subject. 

My  objeotion  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  I  pro- 
pose to  expunge,  is,  that  it  does  not  call  for  copies  of  pa- 
pers, and  official  documents,  but  it  seems  to  invite  the 
Secretary  to  furnish  us  with  his  opinions,  his  arguments, 
and  his  conclusions.  I  want  the  documents,  and  the  na- 
tion will  make  up  an  opinion  for  themselves.  The  gen- 
tleman calls  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  this 
House  under  what  law  these  men  were  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  General  Government,  and  what  laws 
were  in  force.  When  you  get  the  copies  of  the  muster 
rolls,  which  will  fix  the  date  of  the  commencement  of 
the  service,  (which  will  turn  out.  to  be  the  20th  June, 
1814,)  can  it  be  desired  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  Secretary  shall  tell  us  what  laws  were  in 
force  on  that  day  >  Do  we  not  undct  stand  our  own  lawi? 
Your  Statute  Book  is  beHer  evidence  of  what  laws  were 
in  force,  regulating  and  governing  the  militia  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  than  the  written  opinion  of 
any  Secretary  of  your  Government. 

The  effect-of  the  resolution,  in  its  original  shape,  must 
be  to  call  in  the  Secretar>'  of  War,  to  settle,  as  umpire, 
which  of  the  two  Editors  in  this  City  was  correct  in  the 
opinion  which  each  have  expressed,  upon  the  law  of  the 
case.  I  prefer  that  (Question,  if  it  be  important  to  the 
ha])piness  and  prosperity  of  this  CSovernmeni,  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  tribunal  before  whom  all  the  great  questions 
are  depending.  If  general  legislation  be  the  object^  why 
confine  the  inquiry  to  the  Tennessee  militia  ?  Why  not 
call  fbr  informal  ion  of  the  practice  of  the  Government, 
in  reference  to  the  militia  of  other  States,  under  the  law 
of  1814,  and  the  length  of  time  thev  were  held  to  servcj 
and  the  liws  in  force  under  which  tney  served  ? 

Believing,  as  I  do,  the  object  most  to  be  desired  is  full 
and  complete  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  de-^ 
tachments  of  Tennessee  militia,  to  whith  the  six  militia- 
men belonged,  I  have  confined  my  amendment  exclu- 
sively to  that  subject,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  embrace 
every  thing  which  belongs  to  the  subject-matter.  I  re* 
peftt,  air,  let  us  have  the  documents,  the  whole  docu 
cuments,  and  nothing  but  the  documents. 

Mr.  WEB  MS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  original  re- 
volution and  the  amendment. 

They  were  read  accordinglv,  when  the  SPEAKER  an^ 
noonced  that  the  hour  alloted  to  the  consideration  of  re-- 
pofta  and  resolutions  had  expired. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RULESh-STENOGRAPHEaS. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  that,  like  the  gentleman  fVom 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wioklifps]  he  came  here  with  the  hopd 
that  nothing  would  be  introduced  to  disturb  the  tuinnony 
pr  interrupt  the  business  of  the  session.     I  had  come  to 


the  understanding  witli  myself  (said  Mh  fi-lthflit  t  w6'uM 
introduce  no  measure  which  might  in  any  degt^^i  retardf 
or  impede  the  execution  of  that  busmess.  But  I  am  06vi- 
strained,  by  peculiar  circumstances,  to  throw  m^rseif  up- 
on the  Httentton  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of  its  Rul^ 
and  Onlers.  Withoutjsome  alteration  in  them,  we  shall 
not  get  through  the  sesdon  with  that  convenience  and 
despatcli  which  the  public  interest  requires.  We  have 
adopted  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  tlie  precedinff  Con- 
gress—but we  have  power  to  alter  them.  I  had  mtend- 
ed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject  be- 
fore  the  dilBculty  which  arose  this  morning,  and  I  shall 
now  move  a  reference  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  this 
House  to  a  Select  Committee. 

[The  CHAIR  here  pronounced  such  a  motion  to  be 
out  of  order  at  present.] 

I  rose  (said  Mr.  R.)  only  to  give  notice  of  the  motion 
which  I  intended  to  make.  We  have  voluntarily  placed 
ourselves  in  a  situation  which  enables  a  few  members  of 
the  House  to  forests!  any  subject,  whether  they  are  for 
or  against  it. 

[The  SPEAKER  here  sud  that  Mr.  R.  might  get  at  the 
object  he  desired  by  moving  to  postpone  the  Orders  of 
the  Day,  &c.  with  a  view  to  take  up  thb  subject.] 
Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  then  I  make  you  that  motion. 
The  orders  of  the  day  and  business  on  tlie  Speaker's 
table  were  then  postponed,  upon  Mr.  R.'8  motion. 

When  first  I  was  acquainted  with  this  Assembly,  said 
Mr.  Raitoolfb,  tlie  Rules  and  Orders  hung  up,  in  fair, 
large  round  text,  on  a  single  placard  \  but  now  they  are 
grown  to  a  volume.  I  was  at  that  time  acquainted  as  per- 
fectly with  the  Rules  and  Orders  as  with  the  alphabet, 
and  I  should  as  soon  have  made  a  misuke  in  the'  one  as 
the  other.     But  I  have  grown  grey  in  the  business  of 


this  House ;  I  have  been  a  member  of  tliis House  until  I 
have  grown  out  of  all  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  our  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  why  ?  Because  they  are  complicated  in 
the  extreme,  and  highly  unparliamentary.  Now,  sir,  as 
on  taking  that  chair  you  have  restored  one  good  old  rule, 
the  practice  of  which  prevailed  under  the  administration 
of  the  Muhlenburgs,  the  Trumbulls,  the  Daytons,  the 
Sedgwicks,  the  Macons,  and  the  Varnunw— under  every 
Speaker,  I  believe,  but  one— thatL  of  calling  us  over  by 
our  Christian  names,  as  well  as  our  simames,  which  en- 
ables us  all  to  know  each  other,  so  I  hope  to  see  restor- 
ed some  other  good  old  rules.  I  shall  at  present  confine 
myself  to  two  items  in  the  account.  The  first  is,  the 
practice  which  has  just  occurred— it  is  unheard  of— that 
a  motion  shall  be  snipped  off  in  this  way  j  and  it  never 
was  practised  until  the  change  in  the  rules.  The  other 
wle  to  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  is 
one  on  the  consideration  trf*  which  the  character  and  dig. 
nity  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  home,  as 
well  as  abroad,  materially  depend*  I  will  read  the  rule 
as  it  now  stands.     Mr.  R.  then  read  the  following  rule  : 

*'  Stenographers,  wishing  to  take  down  the  debates, 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Speaker,  who  shall  assign  such 
places  to  them,  on  the  floor  or  elsewhere,  to  effect  their 
object,  as  shall  not  interfere  with  the  convenience  of  the 
House." 

This  may  be  a  presumption  so  strong  as  to  the  will  of 
the  House,  that  no  Speaker  of  this  body,  having  a  due 
reverence  for  public  opinion,  will  refiise  an  application 
made  under  it  for  admission — I  might  say,  can  refuse. 
But  then,  by  adopting  this  Rule,  we  fnake  whatever 
these  Stenographers  may  choose  to  publish,-  our  own  : 
we  stamp  it  with  at  least  a  semi-official  authority.  I  hap- 
pen to  know-r-I  was  informed  of  it  but  yesterday— ^I  was 
informed  of  it  by  a  distingtiished  foreigner,  attending  the 
debates  of  this  House,  that  the  pllery  is  a  better  phce  fbr 
hearing  than  any  other  part  of  the  House— and  that  ho 
bad  retired  to  it  fbr  that  purpose.  I  know  that  the  de- 
bates  in  the  House  of  Commons  are  taken,  and  faithfully 
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taken — for  though  they  are  compressed^  it  is  a  miniature 
likeness — by  persons  whose  seats  are  in  the  gallery. 

1*he  pubhc  mind,  at  present — it  would  be  folly,  and 
worse  than  -fony  to  deny  it— is  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment A  reaction  of  public  sentiment  is  fondly  predicted 
in  some  quarters,  and  as  fondly  looked  for — a  new  ad- 
vent— and  this  House  is  made — ^I  do  not  say  by  the  mem- 
bers of  it — that  would  be  disorderly— and  more,  it  would 
be  indecorous— but  it  is  made  the  theatre  of  electioneer- 
ing. And  I  ask  you,  sir,  what  more  poM'erful  lever 
would  vott  demand — what  firmer  fulcrum  would  jrou  have 
for  such  a  purpose,  than  to  give  to  the  People  of  this 
country  the  debates  of  this  House  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
throw  a  shade  on  one  side,  and,  at  the  saine  time,  to  cast 
«  light  on  the  other  ? 

I  should  not  have  stirred  in  this,  did  I  not  feel  myself 
personally  aggrieved.  I  have  no  purpose,  whatever,  of 
entering  into  a  contest  with  the  press — I  have  not  lived 
to  my  time  of  life,  without  knowing  how  vain  a  thing  that 
is— «nd  with  what  fearful  odds  it  is  undertaken.  I  only 
use  my  privi1e|^e  to  rescue  myself,  as  &r  as  I  can,  from 
misrepresentation — nor  is  this  at  all  on  my  own  account. 
i  could  bear  it — as  I  have  bore  a  thousand  misrepresenta- 
tions from  the  same  quarter  :  it  is  only  because  it  injures 
the  cause — the  good  cause,  with  wliich  my  humble  name 
lias  been  very  humbly  associated.  I  say,  sir,  and  I  bot- 
tom myself  on  what  we  have  aH  seen — that  it  does  not 
comport  with  the  dignity  of  this  llouse,  or  the  interest 
of  this  People,  to  lend  even  a  semi-official  sanction  to  that 
which  is  notor4ous)y  false. 
For  what  purpose  are  stenographers  admitted  to  the 

S laces  assigned  them  ?  It  was  not  surely  that  we  might 
gure  in  the  newspapers,  or  rather  be  disfigured  in  them, 
but  it  was  for  the  information  of  the  sovereignty  of  this 
country,  the  good  People,  our  constituents.  Now,  when 
a  member  feels  himself  misrepresented,  and  asks  fur  a 
correction  of  the  error — afier  much  slow,  reluctant,  (but 
not  amorous)  dehy,  he  is  told,  that  if  he  will  send  his 
representations,  tiiey  shall  be  admitted  into  a  certain 
book,  which  these  persons  happen  to  be  publishing*  Sir, 
do  we  admit  steno^aphers  on  this  floor,  that  they  may 
first  sell  us  in  detail,  and  then  sell  us  wholesale  ?  Or,  do 
we  admit  them  for  the  information  of*  tiie  People  of  the 
United  States  >  I  ask,  for  which  of  these  two  purposes 
that  I  have  mentioned,  are  they  admitted  ?  Sir,  I  have 
seen  that  book — and  1  have  seen  myself  caricatured  in  it. 
I  have  seen  these  prints  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic— and  have  there  seen  words  put  into  my  mouth,  which 
I  never  could  have  uttered,  unless  when  I  was  asleep.  1 
have  seen  them  on  the  tables  of  the  most  respectable  club- 
houses in  England — 1  have  seen  them  at  Galignani^s 
in  Paris. 

In  the  debate  of  Friday  last,  I  did  say  that  I  would  pun- 
ish with  death  any  man  who  should  violate  the  law  for- 
bidding the  introduction  of  Afi-icansinto  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. In  the  report  of  what  I  said,  as  *'  the  learned  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,"  was  transmuted  into  *'  my  learn- 
ed friend  fh)m  Louisiana," — (there  never  has  been  any 
hostility  between  us— but  there  has  been  no  particular 
fnendship— and,  as  I  said  in  another  place,  I  will  not 
permit  friendstiips  to  be  made  for  me  by  any  one—l 
choose  to  make  them  myself— I  was,  and  I  take  pride  in 
saying  it,  a  humble  coadjutor  with  that  honorable  gen- 
tlemaii'-the  youngest  in  the  corps— >in  putting  down  an 
administration  thirty  years  ago,  and  I  sliould  be  happy  to 
aid  in  doing  the  siime  now — and  I  should  be  proud  of. 
what  1  am  snre  I  shotiM  receive,  his  aid  and  comfort  in 
the  process) — so  these  blackamoors  have  been  white- 
washed—and tlicy  are  all  converted  into  Irishmen  !  A 
more  mischievous,  or  a  more  wielded  misrepresentation 
was  never  sent  abroad  th.in  that.  We  all  know  there  is 
an  immense  population  of  Irish,  and  descendants  of  Irish 
among  us— and  why  do  we  know  it  '     Sir,  we  have  fcU 


it  ?  they  have  fought  our  battles  in  the  field— they  have 
filled  the  ranks  of  our  army ;  they  have  distinguished  them- 
selves, in  our  Revolution,  at  Brandywinc  and  elsewhere ; 
and  these  men  are  to  be  insulted,  and  their  feelings  la.- 
cerated,  that,  this  House  may  be  made  an  electioneering 
theatre,  and  the  cause  on  on  one  side  may  be  put  down, 
and  that  on  the  other  side  may  be  propped  up. 

I  regretted  to  see  the  proposition  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  South-Carolina,  the  other  day»  agminat 
which  I  was  compelled  to  vote  ;  and  I  regret  now  to  sec 
a  proposition  introduced,  which  must  lead  to  cfTecls,  of 
which  I  will  not  now  Fpeak.  I  came  here  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  this  was  not  the  hour  for  reform  ?  that  the 
disease  must  run  its  course— and  that,  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1829,  the  doctor  or  the  patient  must  die — the 
safety  of  the  one  implies  the  dissolution  of  the  ctlter. 
I  feel  constrained,  however,  to  endeavor  to  have  the 
rules  and  orders  altered,  in  the  point  I  mentioned,  and  iu 
some  others. 

1  will  call  the-  attention  of  the  House  to  another  rule, 
which  I  wish  to  see  altered.  [Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  The  Speaker  shall  examine  and  correct  the  journal 
before  it  is  read-  He  shall  have  a  general  'direction  of 
the  Hall.  He  shall  iiave  the  right  to  name  any  member 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair,  but  such  aubsti^ution 
shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment."] 

The  adoption  of  this  rule  was  contemporaneous  «ith 
the  change  in  the  manner  of  calling  our  names. 

This  is  a  dispensation  which  the  Muhlenburgs,  the 
Daytons,  the  Sedgwtcks,  the  Blacona,  the  Varnums,  never 
claimed  or  enjoyed,  nor  was  it  ever  enjoyed  by  Chairmen 
in  Committee  of  tlic  Whole.  1  remember  tliat  J  saw 
John  •Cotton  Smith  sit  Jn  the  Chair  for  seventeen  or  twen- 
ty hours— I  don't  recollect  which— and  I  have  been  ^lad 
to  see  that  you.  Sir,  are  content  not  only  to  Tece)ve  the 
salary,  and  enjoy  the  patrojiage  and  honor  of  yeur  high 
office — for  higl)  it  is — but  dei.ern  also  to  perform  its  duties. 
This  rule,  also,  I  wish  to  see  altercl. 

I  thank  the  Mouse  for  their  politeness  and  attention, 
and  I  conclude  with  moving  tliat  the  Standinfir  Rules  and 
Orders  of  this  House  he  reterrt'd  to  a  Select  Connmittce. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


OLD  SEDITION  LAW. 
Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  Iwid  some  time  since 
givef\  notice  that  he  would  on  titis  day  call  up  the  reso- 
lution he  had  had  the  honor  to  submit  on  the  subje^  of 
the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws  ;  but  in  consequence  of  hav- 
ing learned  that  the  appropriation  bills  introduced  by  Iiia 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDuftik]  would  be 
taken  up  on  Wednesday  next,  not  wishing  to  impede  the 
course  of  those  important  bills,  he  would,  foe  the  pre- 
sent, postpone  iii»  resolution,  but  would  embrace  ibc 
earliest  opportunity  of  calling  it  up  after  those  bills  sboiild 
be  disposed  of. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose,  and^aid,  that  it  would  be  re- 
collected  by  many  gentlemen  Upon  this  floor,  that,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  when  the  bill  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road,  which  provided 
for  the  erection  of  toll  gates  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tite 
States  through  which  it  passes,  waa  before  Uie  House. 
the  session  was  so  far  advanced,  that  time  did  not  remaim 
to  diftcuss  and  settle  the  important  principles  which  it 
contained.     Some  days  af^er  that  bill  had  been  Teporte«l» 
I  presented  an  amendment  to  it,  which   1  gave  notice  1 
intended  to  offer,  wlien  it  should  come  before  the  Hous« 
fi>r  tliscussion.     This  amendment  provided  for  the  retix>> 
cession  of  the  road  to  ttic  States  through  which  It  poisaea, 
upon  condition  that  they  should  keep  it   in   repair,  »xi4 
exact  no  more  toll  upon  it  titan  might  be  necessary  fc« 
that  purpose. 
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As  the  Cumberland  Koad  then  required  immediate  re- 
pairs,  there  was  a  f^eneral  understandings  throughout  the 
House,  that  a  simple  appropriation  sitould  pass  for  that 
purpose  ;  and  that  the  decision  of  the  question  which 
would  have  arisen  upon  the  bill,  as  reported,  and  upon 
the  amendment  which  I  had  proposed,  should  be  post* 
poned  until  the  present  session.  The  same  bill  for  the 
erection  of  toll  g«tes  under  tlie  autliority  of  Coufrress, 
which  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Roads 
and  Canflls,  at  the  last  session,  has  been  again  reported, 
at  this  Session,  by  the  Committee.  Fop  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  whole  subject  faiflv  before  the  House,  and 
of  preventing  any  Unnecessary  delay,  f,  therefore,  agfain 
present  the  Amendment  which  I  intended  to  offer,  al  the 
last  session,  and  move  that  it  may  be  printed  ;  and  I  give 
notice  that  I  shall  offer  it,  when  the  bill  for  the  preser- 
tion  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Koad  shall  come  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHAK.^N  submitted  to  the  House  a  paper  con- 
taining an  amendment  to  the  bill  fur  the  preservation  and 
repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road  ;  wbicb  was  ordered  to 
he  printed,  and  will  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
that  bill  comes  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SMYTH,  of  Va.  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  npxt 
he  would  call  up  the  resolution  he  liad  laid  on  the  table, 
respecting  an  amendment  Of  the  Constitution. 

TvKSDAT,  Jaxuart  1.5,  1828. 

THE  CAPTURED  AFRICANS. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  to  refer  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  cancel  a  certain  bond  therein  mentioned,  [case  of  Mr. 
Wti.dk]  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  fiottse  to 
which  was  referred  a  bill  of  a  similar  tenor  and  title,  re- 
ported to  this  House  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy. 
He  did  this,  Mr.  T.  said,  in  onler  that  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  proposing  an  appropriation  might  be  moved  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  it  could  not,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  be  moved  in  the  House  until  it  had  first  been 
considered  in  committee. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  who 
M^ished  the  mover  would  postpone  it  until  to-morrow,  a^ 
he  had  given  notice  for  calling  up  the  bill  on  that  day. 
The  delay  occasioned  by  going  into  Committee  of  the 
IVhole,  might  possibly  defeat  the  very  purpose  of  the 
bill,  by  retarding  it  beyond  the  time  to  which  the  condi- 
tion of  the  bond  extended. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  insisted  on  hrs  motion  as  reasonable. 
The  bill  was  impnrt.int,  and  ou^^ht  to  take  the  usual  rou- 
tine of  business,  to  which  even  the  smallest  interests  were 
subjected.  If  a  bill  provided  the  allowing  of  40  dollars 
in  payment  for  a*  horje  lost  on  the  Western  frontier,  it 
must  pass  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  a  bill  in- 
volving principles  so  important  as  this  did,  ought  surely  I 
take  the  saipe  course. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  refeired  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  HALL  submitteil  the  following: 
Hetoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
Mtnicted  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  settling,  by 
law,  under  what  ndes  and  rogulations  private  properly 
(if  to  be  taken  al  all)  snail  be  taken  for  public  use. 

Mr.  H.,  in  explanation  of  the  object  of  his  rcsohition, 
sai^l,  I  have  risen   to  present  a  resolution  to  the  House  . 
vrhich  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  a  debate,  some  time,  [ 
nearly  a  week  or  tin  days,  caiTicd  on  in  this  I  louse,  upon  I 
one  of  tlie  simplest,  m«jst  pluiii,  and  circumscribed  qucs- 1 
tions  which  I  have  i-ver  known  to  engage  the  attention  I 
iff  any  deliberative  b<Mly,"for  any  l^rngth  of  lime.     I  am  ' 
still  more  astonishe<l  that  the  debate  should  have  been  I 
»o  protracte*!,  afler  hearing  from  all  sides  (if  my  memory 
serves  me  rightly)  the  admission,  that  the  article  in  con- 
testation was  property.     After  this  admission,  I  conceive, 


the  door  was  closed  against  debate,  beyond  the  mere 
question,  whether  that  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  law,  should  be  done  in  this  case  }  I  am  not 
j  certain  that  legislation  on  this  subject  is  necessary  or 
practicable.  I  shoidd,  however,  suppose  that  it  was  com- 
petent for  Congress,  by  some  declaratory  act,  explicitly 
to  recognize  the  principle,  that  what  the  State  laws  de- 
cide to  be  property,  shall  be  so  recognized  b^'  this  House, 
in  its  legislation  in  relation  to  property.  It  is  a  question 
which  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  States.  But,  as  things 
now  stand, we  are  placed  in  this  most  anomalous  situation: 
Acts  expressly  recognized  by  the  Constitution,  or  within 
its  contemplation,  may  be  performed  by  certain  persons, 
and  yet  such  acts  are  contrary  to  law,'and  the  actors,  or 
performers,  subject  to  punishment  for  them. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  not  press  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion this  morning.  During  the  late  war,  a  resolution  of 
nearly  the*  same  tenor  had  been  introduced  into  the 
House.  It  had  been  decided  at  that  time  with  great 
unanimity,  that  impressment  was  a  violation  of  all  right, 
and  could  only.be  excused  by  the  extremest  necessity'. 
It  was,- therefore,  not  a  fit  subject  for  regulation  bv  law. 
It  did  not  become  Congress  by  a  law  to  provide  for  the  ' 
violation  off  all  Uw,  nor  to  provide  for  the  exercise  of 
rights,  if  rights  they  were,  when  all  law  is  silent. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  reply,  said^  I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Speaker, ; 
whether  I  perfectly  understand  that  clause  in  the  5th  * 
am4t:dment  to  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that  pri-' 
vate  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without ' 
ju<it  compensation.  It  appears  to  me  to  mean,  that,  un- 
der certain  circumstances,  private  property  may  be  taken 
for  public  use.  But,  if  taken,  must  be  paid  for.  These 
are  circumstances  which  must  necessarily  sometimes  oc- 
cur. They  did  occur  in  our  last  war,  in  every  war  we 
ever  had,  and,  in  all  probability,  they  will  occur  in  any 
future  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged.  If  this  inter- 
pretation of  thQ  Constitution  is  correct,  then,  as  I  said 
before,  the  country  is  in  a  stninge  and  jmomalous  situi- 
lion.  The  self  same  act  is  allowed  by  the  Constitution, 
and  is  nevertheless  punishable  by  law.  The  resolution 
proposes  a  mere  enquiry,  and  is  introcluced  solely  with 
that  intention.  My  past  conduct,  (having  been  so  long 
in  this  House,)  1  think,  furnishes  a  sufHcicnt  pledge, 
that  I  have  no  dtsponition  unnecessarily  to  consume  its 
time.  1  hope  the  resolution  will  be  permitted  to  go  to 
the  committee. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  MARIGNY  D'AUTBUIVE. 

The  House  having  again  gone  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Cowdict  in  the  Clirnr,  oo  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Marigny  D'Aiiterivc,  an: I  the  question  being  on 
the*  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Gi-rlkt,  (to  allow  the 
claimant  for  the  time  of  his  slave  while  engaged  in  tli« 
public  si-rvice  during  the  attack  on  New  Orleans,  and 
also  for  the  hospital  charges  a(\er  he  was  wosnded) — 

Mr.  P.  P.  IIAKBOUR  rose,  and  said  that,  as  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  when  th?s  bill  was  last  before  them, 
had  been  good  enough  to  rise  upon  his  motion,  and  there- 
by to  afford  him  an  opporluniiy  of  expressing*"  his  views 
in  relation  to  the  proposed  amemlinent,  he  could  not 
make  a  more  suitable  return  than  to  fulfil  the  promise 
which  he  had  at  that  time  made,  of  occupying  their  at- 
tention for  as  short  a  lime  t-.fi  possible,  and  he  should, 
therefore,  now  compress  what  remarks  he  had  to  make 
into  the  smallest  compass,  which  would  be  consistent 
with  rendering  his  meaning  inteHigii)le.  At  the  outset, 
said  Mr.  h-,  1  fidly  reciprocate  the  sentiments  so  well 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bux- 
sbb]  who  addressed  us  on  the  subject,  and  I  assure  him 
and  this  committee,  that  it  is  no  part  of  my  purpose,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  fan  any  flame  of  excitement 
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which  may  h«ve  been  kindled  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
hftte  {  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  my  earnest  endearor  to 
extin^ish  the  last  ember  which  miglit  contribute  to  feed 
it.  In  any  remarks  which  l  shall  make  on  .this  occasion, 
it  shall  net  be,  as  it  certainly  has  not  hitherto  been,  my 
Intention  to  make  any  appeal  whatever  to  passion  or  to 
prejudice,  which  I  consider  as  the  worst  possible  guides 
to  a  ri^ht  decision  in  this  or  in  any  other  tribunal  on 
eartli.  My  appeal  shall  be  made  to  the  sober  judgment 
€}f  the  committee,  and  to  that  alone .  And  in  presenting 
it,  1  ask  a  candid  and  impaitial  inrestigation.  Nor  shall 
I  attempt  to  discuss  a  question  which  has  been  alluded 
to  by,  I  believe,  almost  every  gentleman  who  lias  spoken 
ill  this  debate,  and  which  has  been  discussed,  in  part,  by 
some  who  hare  spoken — I  mean  tlie  question  whether 
alav^es  are  property.  I  should  as  soon  think  of  instituting 
a  grave  inquiry,  whether  or  no  the  citizens  of  the  North- 
etti  States  have  a  just  title  to  those  ships  of  theirs  whose 
saib  whiten  the  ocean,  or  whether  the  inhkbitl^nts  of  the 
South  have  a  right  to  that  soil  which  yields  them  at  this 
time  but  a  slender  revenue.  It  was  truly  as  well  as  forci- 
bly and  beautifully  said,  that  all  property  is  the  creature 
of  law.  It  is  so.  It  is  the  creature  of  municipal  law. 
The  Constitution  of  the  UHited  States  has  been  inferred 
tp  by  some  gentlemen,  as  bearing  on  this  question.  I 
know  of  but  two  provisions  in  that  instrument  which  re- 
fer  at  all  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  present  discussion. 
The  first  is  that  which  declares,  that,  in  taking  the  cen* 
BUS  of  the  United  States,  a  certain  portion  of  this  species 
of  population  shall  be  included.  This  it  does  for  a  two- 
fold purpose :  first,  to  fix  the  relative  proportion  of  re- 
presentation of  the  different  States  in  this  branch  of  the 
Legislature ;  by  which  arrangement  the  Southern  States- 
get  somewhat  of  an  addition  to  their  numerical  represent- 
ation on  thb  floor  ;  but  tlien,  by  way  of  oflTset  or  equiva- 
lent, for  this  advantage,  the  Constitution  fixes  the  same 
ratio  for  the  direct  taxation  of  those  States:  so  that, 
wiiile  on  the  one  hand  they  enjoy  tiie  benefit  derived 
from  an  increased  .representation,  by  the  same  provision 
of  the  Constitution  they  labor  under  the  corresponding 
disadvantage  of  an  increased  taxation.  The  otiier  clause 
having  reference  to  a  »lave  population,  proceeds  on  the 
idea  that  they  are  property  j  that  the  question  is  settled 
by  the  municipal  legislation  of  the  States  {  and  it  speaks 
of  them  as  *'  persons  held  to  service  under  the  laws  there- 
of." Neither  uf  these  articles  in  the  Constitution  pro- 
fesses to  establish  the  point,  that  slaves  yrc  property. 
The  one  looks  merely  to  representation  an;t  taxation,  and 
by  the  other  their  being  property  is  assumed. 

I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  on  the  principle,  as  being 
tuiqnestionable,  and  Mibstantially  Unquestioned — as  being 
a  concefsum  by  all  wiio  liavc  engaged  in  the  debate,  that 
slaves  are  property.  Two  simple  questions  will  then  pre> 
sent  themselves  on  the  amendment  to  this  bill.  .The  fiftt 
\h,  shall  the  claimant  be  compensated  at  all,  and  if  he 
.shall,  then,  secondly,  to  what  amount  ? 

Eveiy  citizf  n  of  this  country  owes  to  the  Government 
one  common  obligation,  viz :  to  coiHribitte  his  fair  and 
equitable  proportion  of  his  property  to  those  public  bur- 
dens which  arc  constitutionally  imposed  ;  he  owes  Uiis, 
and  he  owes  no  mure.  On  this  fundamental  principle  of 
^oclely  rests  the  tax-laying  power  in  this  Government. 
The  Governmciit  levies  a  contribution  upon  the  citizens 
in  'proporli<ni  to  thcic  respective  ability  to  pay,  and  the 
advantages  which  they  derive  from  it,  to  enable  them  to 
meet  its  demai^U.  I'he  ordinary  operation  of  raising 
taxes  proceeds  upon  the  principle  that  each  man  shall 
]):(y  his  fair  proportion  toward  the  general  amount,  and 
this  is  a  principle  which,  as  soon  as  mentioned,  challenges 
the  a83ent  of  every  mind  ;  an<r  yet,  all  1  ask  is,  that  the 
committee  will  apply  this  obvious  principle  to  the  pre. 
sent  demand.  I  need  not  detain  the*  committee  witli 
those  proviwons  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  which 


ensure  the  observance  of  this  pruwinle,  both  among  the 
difierent  Statea  and  among  the  People  of  the  same  SUtes, 
The  first  provision  in  the  Constitution  on  this  subject  di« 
rects  that  taxation  sliall  be  proportioned  accordiug  to  tLe 
census,  and  no  direct  tax  aliali  be  levied  by  the  Govern- 
ment, unless  in  the  same  ratio. 

We  further  find  a  declaiMion  that  the  imposts^  duties 
and  excises,  shall  be  tmifcrm  throughout  the  United 
States  'y  tJiat  no  export  duty  sliall  be  collected,  and  that 
no  preference  shall  be  given  to  one  ]M>rt  of  the  United 
States  over  another.  These  provisions,  taken  collective- 
ly, enforce  the  utmost .eouality  on.  the  subject  of  contii. 
buting  to  the  public  burdens  among  the  difierent  Sutes 
of  the  Union.  Jn  reference  to  the  People  of  the  sane 
State,  taxes  on  consumption  are  said  to  act  upon  the  xo* 
lition  of  those  who  pay  them,  and  the  presumption  is, 
that,  in  general,  their  payment  will  bear  proportion  to 
the  ability  of  those  who  pay  «  and,  as  to  direct  taxes,  the 
laws  provide  every  precaution  to  render  then  as  eqwil  as 
possible.  I  Bay,  then,  tliat,  in  the  ordinary  operation  of 
Government,  when  it  draws  to  itself  the  wealth  td  the 
People  bv  taxation,  the  principle  with  which  I  set  out  is 
open  and  palpable,  and  no  mind  hesitates  to  aatcnt  to  it 
But  tli«  difficulty  in  the  present  case  aciaea,  because  tfast 
case  is  under  peculiar  circumstances. 

Besides  tlie  ordinary  power  of  taxation,  there  is  another 
power,  which,  for  the  sake  of  distinction,  1  will  call  an 
extraordinary  one.  It  arises  fivm  the  traMcendeotal 
power  of  the  Government,  or  what  has  been  denominst- 
ed  by  writers,  the  eminent  domain.  This  they  define  to 
be  a  power  in  the  government  of  a  country,  to  appropri- 
ate the  wealth  of  that  country  in  cases  of  neceanty,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  public  sa(^ty.  This  definition  shows 
at  once  the  origin  of  the  power,  and  its  proper  limita^ 
tion.  It  must  have  its  source  in  necessity,  and  for  the 
object  of  iU  exercise  the  public  safety.  The  power, 
therefore,  is  co-extensive  with  tlie  necessity  wlucb  gave 
it  birth,  and  reaches  no  farvlier.  When  tliat  conjunc- 
tion of  circumstances  which  produced  the  necessity  lias 
passed  away,  this  right  which  grew  out  of  it  falla  wi'Ji  it. 
An  attention  to  the  character  of  this  power,  wUI»  1  think, 
quiet  the  apprehensions  which  have  been  expressed  by 
some  gentlemen  during  the  present  debate  «  hot,  in  sa)* 
ing  this,  do  I  mean  in  the  least  to  admit  that  Cungresi 
may  regulate  the  right  and  title  to  slave  property  *  Ko 
more  than  I  mean  to  admit  that  they  may  regulate  ibc 
rig^t  to  the  soil  of  the  several  States. 

To  iUustrale  my  meaning,  I  will  take  tlie  liberty  of 
presenting  a  few  examplea.     Suppose  that  y%m  had  aa 
army,  which  was  suffering  for  the  want  of  food,  and  that, 
owing  to  an  accidental  position  of  the  ordinary  comoiis- 
sariat,  (or  by  whatever  other  name  the  subs'iatence  dc- 
]>artment  of  an  army  is  distinguished,;  provisions  a*e  not 
to  be  had,  may  not  the  commanding  ofiicer,  under  this 
pressure  of  immediate  necessity,  tske,  wherever  he  car. 
find  it,  so  much  foo<l  as  is  absolutely  requiaite  ?    Ot,  ap- 
pose  your  troops,   when  in   some   im|)ortant  poahaoo, 
should  be  destitute  of  ammtmition— the  army  wants  pov 
der  and  lead— may  not  the  commander  take  it  if  a  sup- 
ply is  within  his  reach  ?     Or,  suppose  agiun,  that  jouf 
army  is  in  a  state  of  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  u»  re- 
gard  to  the  saving  of  its  baggage,  and  the  bringing  oJj 
of  the  wounded ;  and  that,  for  these  purpoaea,  nccesMy 
calls  for  the  use  of  a  cart,  or  wagon,  the  luttsea  which 
draw  it,  and  the  slave  who  was  their  <lrVver— (for  1  pre- 
sume the  wagon  would  be  of  little  use  without  the  dri- 
ver.)    Under  these  circumstances,  the  act  ia  done  .  the 
cart,  horses,  and  driver  are  imprened  for  Uie  p%«bUc  use- 
none  can  believe  that  the  title  to  any  property  is  affected 
beyond  the  duration  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  the 
occasion.     So,  if  it  become  neccsaary  to  occupy  a  build- 
ing, or  domicil,  as  a  deposit  for  military  atorca,   the  el- 
feet  of  even  that  would  be  but  temporary.     No  title  i« 
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trhat  domicil  would  be  at  all  alFected.    No  mere  would 
the  title  to  a  slave.     There  is  none  who  will  say  that  this 
temporary  use  of  any  of  these  thinj^s,  transfers  to  the 
Government  any  farther  power  over  them.    Now,  when 
this  power  is  thus  exercised,  what  is  the  lan^age  of  jus- 
tice  >    It  i8»  tliat  compensation  be  made  to  the  owner. 
The  case  has  been  aptly  compared  to  that  where  mer- 
chandise is  thrown  overboard  for  the  safety  of  a  vessel. 
In  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  this  princi- 
ple is  acted  on,  and  the  power  thus  to  Uike  private  pro- 
perty for  the  public  use,  is  virtually  affirmed,  by  denying^ 
Its  existence  under  some  particular  circumsUnces.  What 
are  those  circumstances  f    They  are  expressed  by  the 
worda,  "  without  just  compensation.''    To  ascertain  tlie 
meanings,  we  need  not  go  beyond  the  terms.    ^  Com- 
pensation,'* in  my  apprehension,  means  an  equivalent ; 
and  the  term  "just,"  signifies  (among  other  things) 
that  It  be  full  and  complete:   «•  Just  compensation "  is, 
therefore,  to  be  understood  as  a  full  and  complete  equi- 
valent for  the  loss  op  injury  sustained.     I  ask,  if  this  were 
declared  as  between  two  individuals,  one  of  whom  had 
caused  a  loss  to  the  other,  and  the  proposition  was,  to  de- 
termme  what  shoukl  be  "just  compensation,"  whether 
there  is  a  court  or  jury  on  earth  that  would  atop  short 
of  measuring  the  compensation  by  the  measure  of  the 
loss  ?    Can  it  be  pretended  that  some  paltry  allowance 
for  the  use  of  the  cart  and  driver,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy 
Ibis  principle  ?    In  answer,  let  me  put  a  case  ;  Suppose 
this  slave  had  been  impressed,  and,  before  he  had  been 
one  day  in  the  service,  lie  was  wounded,  and  the  wound 
was  Mich  as  roiglU  disqualify  him  for  subsequent  labor,  or 
even  destroy  hmi  altogether,  and  his  master  should  then 
be  allowed  50  or  100  cenu  for  Jiis  day's  labor,  how  would 
the  question  sUnd  f    I  need  orily  appeal  to  the  culpable 
principle  of  ordinarv  justice.     The  claimant,  through  the 
taxlayiog  power  of  the  Government,  has  already  contri- 
buted his  share  to  the  public  burdens-  If  you,  after  this, 
take  this  slave,  wcrth,  1  will  suppose,  $  500,  and  that  slave 
IS  killed  or  disabled,  and  you  make  him  no  compensation 
for  the  value  of  the  slave,  will  he  not  present  a  singuUr 
specucle  III  society  ?  He  has  paid  his  share,  with  otSeni, 
of  the  common  contribution  to  Government,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  under  ah  extraordinary  exercise  of  the  power 
of  that  Goveniment,  he  has  paid,  over  and  above  this,  to 
the  full  airiount  of  the  value  of  his  slave,  if  killed,  or  a 
part  of  his  value  if  partially  disabled.    I  will  put  to  the 
committee  this  proposition  :  when  it  is  your  purpose  to 
make  just  compensation,  do  you  not  mean  that  the  com- 
pensatiou  shall  be  equal  to  the  loss  sustained  f    And  if 
you  do  net  do  thii^  does  not  the  individual  lose  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  excess  of  what  he  haa  contributed  be- 
yond his  share  to  the  public  burdens  of  the  country  > 
And  if  you  do  mean  to  compensate  him,  must  you  not 
enquire  into  the  actual  amount  of  his  loss  ?    This  prin- 
ciple, if  once  admitted,  leads  tollie  conclusion  that  the 
proposed  amendment  to  this  bill  ought  to  be  adopted. 
The  whole  argument  may  be  reduced  to  one  or  two  syl- 
loj^sms.    The  Conslitutioa  says  that  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compen- 
•atioo— but  private  property  has  here  been  taken  for  the 
pubhc  usai  therefore,  just  compensation  odght  to  be 
made.    Again  :  compensation  to  be  just,  must  be  equal 
to  the  loss  BusUined— but  the  low  sustained  has  been  that 
provided  for  in  the  amendment  i  therefore  that  amount 
ought  to  be  allowed. 

One  or  two  argumenU  have  been  employed  by  gentle- 
men Oil  the  other  side,  which  I  feel  myself  bound  to  meet. 
One  of  them,  which  was  first  brought  forward  by  the 
member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sxoaas]  and  which  has 
since  been  iterated  and  reiterated,  I  confess,  surprises  me. 
It  is  this :  If  a  slave  is  to  be  paid  for  because  he  lias  been 
killed  or  wounded,  why  must  you  not  pay  on  the  same 
pnnciple  for  an  apprentice,  or  a  son  >  To  me  it  is  won- 
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derful  that  a  gentleman  of  the  aouteness  of  mind  which 
all  allow  to  that  gentleman,  did  not  at  once  see  that  there 
is  a  conclusive  answer  to  this  anfument.     A  son  and  an 
apprentice  are  citizens  of  the  State — ^they  are  members 
of  the  political  community ;  and,  in  that  chamcter,  thefr 
owe,  in  their  own  persons,  a  sliare  of  service  to  the  puii* 
lie.    This  obligation  is  paramount  to  any  subordinate  in- 
dividual contract.     The  contract  between  master  and  ap- 
prentice, and  the  power  of  the  father  over  the  son,  are 
subordinate  to  the  publia  duty  which  they  both  owe  to 
the  country.  If  an  apprentice^  who  has  entem  into  a  eoth 
tract  with  a  master,  skall  subsequently  enter  into  another 
contract  with  another  master,  beifore  the  first  has  expwed, 
may  not  he  with  whom  the  first  contract  was  maae,  in- 
sist on  its  execution,  and  set  aside  the  second  f    Though 
the  corpus  of  a  slave  be  a  person,  yet  he  is  nevertheless 
property ;  and  on  this  great  principle  I  found  my  aigu- 
ment.  The  parallel  attempted  to  be  established  is  wholly 
untenable.     The  slave,  as  an  item  of  property,  is  not  a 
member  of  the  body  piolltic  {  he  owes  no  service  on  his 
own  account  to  the  Government.      The  Goveromeot 
knows  him  only  as  the  property  of  his  master,  and  it  can 
get  at  him  only  in  two  ways— -the  one  is  by  tlie  ordinary 
process  of  taxation,  and  the  other  is  by  the  extraordiiur 
ry  exertion  of  power,  under  a  pressing  public  emergetv* 
cy.    In  that  case,  compensation  must  be  made^^it  must 
be  just — and  to  be  just,  it  must  be  equivalent.    This  if 
an  answer  to  tlie  argument  drawn  from  the  analogy  of  a 
minor  or  apprentice. 

Another  ararument  was  advanced  by  the  gentleman 
f^om  New  York,  (Mr.  Sroaas]  which  also  calls  for  notice* 
That  gentlenun  labored  to  prove  that  the  Govemment»in 
no  circumstances  whatever,  may  take  a  slave  for  the  pub* 
lie  military  service. 

I  jiave  already  endeavored  to  shew  that  alaves  can,  in 
no  case,  be  considered  or  treated  as  militia-*as  troops. 
That  is  out  of  the  question.    Such  a  proposition  cannot 
even  be  received  for  discussion.     There  Is  no  man  who 
can  doubt  that  the  People  only  are  fit  to  compose  the  ar- 
my.   But  a  slave,  considered  as  property,  ma^  riglitfoUy 
be  taken  for  tlie  Government  service,  when  extreme  ne« 
cessity  requires.     But,  placing  the  question  on  the  gen* 
tlenuin's  own  groiii.d,  and  admitting,  for  argument's  sake, 
that  the  Governn^iit  acted  wrongfully  in  taking  this  slave, 
I  ask  this  committee  if  they  are  prepared  for  the  con- 
clusion that  the  suiTerer  is  entitled  to  no  compensation, 
because,  in  inflicting  the  loss,  the  Government  did  wrong? 
Is  the  Government  not  to  pay,  because  it  acted  wrong* 
full)r,  when  it  would  be  bound  to  pay,  even  if  it  had  act« 
ed  rightfully,  in  taking  this  slave  '    If  you  once  maintain 
that  the  Government  acted  wrongfully  in  this  matter, 
you  must  then  compare  the  case  to  that  of  two  individu- 
als, one  of     hom  has  wrongfully  injured  the  property  of 
the  other.    Is  not  the  wrong  doer  bound  to  make  com- 
pensation  to  the  foil  extent  of  the  injury  }    The  ail- 
ment of  tlie  g^entleman  comes  to  this .-  that  Government 
ia  not  responsible,  because  it  has  done  wrong.    Now,  1 
say,  with  all  deference  for  the  acknowledged  talents  of 
that  gentleman,  if  ever  there  were  a  non-t^guUttr  this  ia' 
one.    The  case  is  not  at  all  altered  because  the  act  was 
done  by  an  officer  of  the  Government :  for,  betides  the 
argument  that  the  act  itself  waa  right— supposing  it  to 
have  been  wrong,  I  appeal  again  to  the  gentleman  liun- 
self,  whether,  if  one  party  commit  on  another  a  tort  or 
trespasi  by  his  agent,  the  principal  is  not  responsible  for 
all  consequences  ? 

[Uere  Mr.  STORRS  replied,  I  agree  wttk  the  hooora- 
ble  gentleman  that,  when  the  act  of  the  agent  is  within 
the  lawful  line  of  his  agency,  the  principal  is  responsible.] 
Mr.  BAKBOUR  resumed.  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman 
whether,  if  one  trespass  1>y  order  of  another,  the  latter  is 
not  responsible.  But  there  ia  no  need  to  discuss  the 
question  m  that  view  of  it    Where  the  esse  of  extreme 
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Dcccssity  exists,  Ihe  extraordinary  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  exercised.  The  officers  for  the  time  being, 
are  only  its  agents,  and  the  responsibility  devolves  on 
their  principal.  I  do  not,  indeed,  wish  to  carry  this  prin- 
ciple to  an  extraordinary  and  unreasonable  length.  If 
the  officer,  wantonly  or  unnecessarily,  invade  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizen,  he  is  a  trespasser.  But  then  this 
roust  be  shewn,  and,  in  the  present  case,  not  so  much  as 
a  doubt  has  been  suggested  of  the  existence  of  such  a  case 
of  necessity.  If  the  necessity  exist,  then  that  case  has 
arrived,  in  which  the  Government  may  take  private  pro- 
perty for  the  public  defence.  The  Government  did  this. 
They  did  it  through  their  officer,  and  the  result  has  been 
a  loss  to  this  claimant  of  so  mtich  value  as  that  for  which 
he  asks  us  to  indemnify  him.  If  we  do  so,  we  must  restore 
him  to  an  equality,  as  to  his  contribution  to  the  public 
service,  with  others — his  fellow-citizens.  If  he  had  but 
this  one  slave,  and  lost  this,  then  he  would  have  contri- 
buted more  to  the  requirements  of  government,  for  the 
public  defence,  in  proportion  to  his  ability,  by  perhaps 
ten  or  twenty  times,  than  his  neighbors  had  done.  This 
surely  ought  not  to  be.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that  we 
ought  to  make  him  compensation,  and  that  the  compen- 
sation ought  to  be  equal  to  his  loss.  And  shall,  therefore, 
▼ote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  he  had  not  risen  with  any  view  of 
entering  into  the  present  argument,  nor,  to  any  extent, 
into  that  of  the  real  question  from  which  the  debate  had 
wandered.  I  have,  said  Mr.  A.  a  higher  purpose.  I 
thought,  when  t^e  amendment  was  offered,  that  the  de- 
bate ought  not  t6  have  been  rai^d  ;  but  as  it  has  pro- 
ceeded thus  far,  it  ouglit  not,  1  think,  now  to  be  repress- 
ed. Some  remarks  appeared  demanded  of  gentlemen 
from  the  South,  by  various  considerations.  We  owe  it 
to  ourselves  to  shew,  that,  when  what  we  consider  as  our 
most  vital  interest  has  been  brought  into  discussion,  we 
httve  not  been  more  remiss  in  our  duty  to  our  constitu- 
ents than  others.  We  owe  it  to  Northern  gentlemen  to 
respond  to  the  liberality  they  have  evinced.  We  owe  it 
to  the  public,  and  the  Southern  public  in  -particular,  to 
shew  how  that  question  has  arisen,  in  the  devious  course 
nf  this  debate.  The  mention  of  the  wonl  slavery  in  this 
House  (as  evinced  by  this  debate,)  is  calculated  to  waken 
a  high  degree  of  sensibility  in  the  qi^rters  in  which  it 
prevails.  This  was  no  subject  of  reproach.  We  know 
It  to  be  the  most  delicate  of  all  interests — we  feel  that  it 
is  a  nerve  that  cannot  be  struck  without  communicating 
the  shock  to  every  function  of  our  social  system.  The 
Constitution  gives  us  the  exclusive  right  of  judging,  in  all 
questions  affecting  this  interest,  and  we  well  know  that 
any  foreign  interference  can  but  aggravate  the  evil,  what- 
ever it  may  be.  We  fear  that  interference — and  why  ? 
There  is  a  belief  (whether  well  or  ill-founded,  makes  no 
difference  as  to  the  effects)  in  all  the  slave-holding  States, 
that  a  fanatical  spirit  exists  in  many  of  the  non-slave- hold- 
ing States,  whicli  would  interfere,  and  interfere  fatally, 
in  this  matter.  No  niatter  whether  this  apprehension  be 
just  or  not,  its  influence  on  Southern  feelings  is  a  fact  not 
to  be  disputed — and  it  has  produced,  and  produced  just- 
ly,  in  the  South,  a  sensibility,  amounting,  it  might  be,  to 
ferocity,  on  this  point.  And  here  he  would  take  occa- 
sion to  say,  of  the  People  of  the  slave-holding  States, 
that  they  were  as  loyal  as  the  subjects  of  the  Rings  to  the 
authority  which  they  recognize,  and  to  which  they  as- 
sented by  the  Constitutiori—they  are  restive  under  all 
other  authority— and  he  hoped  they  ever  would  be  so. 

The  subject  of  this  amendment  has  gone  abroad  to  the 
country,  as  in  itself  a  subject  of  excitement.  At  a  dis- 
tance, people  do  not  make  nice  distinctions-— and  it  will 
be  so  considered.  Now  I  think  it  ought  not  have  such  a 
eharacter,  and  regard  it  as  an  act  of  justice  and  utility  to 
place  it  in  its  true  character.  There  is  no  excitement  here 
whi^b  can  be  justified,  and  I  shuU  be  discharging  a  very 


gratif>ing  duty  if  I  can  succeed  in  impressing  that  opin- 
ion on  this  Committee,  and  on  the  Country.     Sir,  is  there 
any  man  here  who  has  attempted  to  maintain  that  slaves 
are  Tiot  property  }  There  is  not  one.    All  the  gentlemen 
who  have  taken  part  in  this  debate,  have  exprcady  dis- 
claimed  such  a  position.     How^,   indeed,  can  any  man 
maintain  it  ?     If  any  one  would  attempt  to  maintain  such 
a  position  to  me,  and  I  cocwdered  him  worthy  of  being 
treated  with  tlic  decency  of  a  reply,  my  only  answer  to 
him  would  be — "  Look  at  the  fact    Who  contributed  to 
form  this  Constitution  ?    Those  who  at  that  moment  beU 
slaves — ^they  held  tliem  under  it  when  it  was  formed,  and 
they  continue  to  hold  them  now  as  they  did  then."     If 
any  man  doubted  that  slaves  were  property,   in  the  con- 
templation of  the  Constitution,  he  was  a  fool.   If  he  denied 
thi^  not  doubting  it,  he  was  a  knave.     I  believe  there  is 
no  such  man  here.  .  There  may  be  an  inconsideiable  class 
who  affect  to  believe  so,  that  they  may  make  this  subject 
a  handle  to  produce  excitement :   Their  purpose  was  for 
their  own  selfish  ends— to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 
Union.     But  I  owe  it  to  the  iion-slave-bokiin|^  SUtcs  to 
declare,  that,  as  far  as  I  have  been  ableto  obtaiR  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  this  class  is  as  much  despised  there, 
by  all  the  most  respectable  classes,  as  they  can  be  amoog 
us.     Sir,  the  proposition  that  slaves  arc  not  property,  has 
not  been  maintained,  as  1  consider,  in  this  debate.     It  is 
the  supposition  that  it  has  been  advanced  by  implication, 
that  has  excited  the  warmth  that  has  appeared.     1  cer- 
tainly did  not  so  undersUnd  the  repprtof  the  Committee 
of  Claims.     They  did  not  say  so.    They  say,  only,   that 
this  kind  of  property  has  not  been  put  upon  such  a  foot- 
ing  by  the  usage  of  this  Government,  as  that,  if  lost  or 
injured,  it  is  to  be  paid  for  from  the  Treaaurr-     Does 
this  amount  to  a  denial  Chat  sUves  are  property  ?     Tbc 
Committee  say  that  this  kind  of  property  is  flR^jed  to  a 
certain  usage.     Does  this  deny  tlie  existence  or  ralidity 
of  the  pmperty  ?     If  that  were  established,   then  all  pro- 
perty whatever  must  be  annulled  :  for  ail  kinds  of  pro- 
perty whatever,  are  the  subjects  of  peculiar  regulatioa 
in  some  form  or  other.     The  committee  and  gentlemen, 
in  debate,  have,  in  effect,  mainUined,  not  that  wc  have 
no  property  in  our  slaves,  but  tliat  this  is  a  kind  €>f  pnv 
perty  so  peculiar,  as  that  it  stands  distinguished  from  aM 
other  property  in  this  important  respect — that  the 'Go- 
vernment may,  in  no  case  whatever,  lay  hand  upon  it  bf 
Impressment.    Sir,  instead  of  complaining,  we  ought  ts 
be  much  obliged  to  Northern  gentlemen—their  doctrine 
I  hold  indeed  to  be  wrong — but  we  owe  them  every  CrS- 
ligation,  and  every  acknowUdg^ent,  and  I  tender  t^ 
them  my  thanks  tor  the  liberal  ground  they  have  takea 
What  they  contend  for  is,  that  this  is  a  higher  species  </ 
property  than  any  other }  that  the  sweeping  power  of 
the  Government  must  here  stay  its  hand  \  it  cannot  even 
touch  it.     I  consider  it  just,  therefore,  to  give  the  true 
character  to  this  debate :  to  let  the  Southern  SUteakiww 
that  there  appears  no  desigfn  to  call  in  question  tbe  title 
or  jurisdiction  of  their  property.     The  committee  have 
not  questioned  it  \  none  but  fools  could  deny-— none  hot 
knaves  will  impeach   it.     The  doctrine  roaintaiDed,  is 
no  leaven  to  sour  the  dsily  and  necessary  bread  of  wir 
harmony.     Its  propagation  is  no  sowing  of  the  dragcm*» 
teeth,  to  spring  up  in  civil  discord  and  conflict.     It  is  a 
hberal  doctrine,  though  not  a  sound  one. 

If  it  were  true,  that  there  exists  no  power  in  the  Ge- 
vemment,  at  any  time,  or  under  any  circumstances^  to  iir- 
press  slaves,  then  it  is  also  true,  as  contended,  that  the  ot 
fleer  who  took  the  slave  in  question  committed  an  urre- 
gijbr  act,  is  liable  to  an  action  for  trespass,  and  the  G»- 
vemment  is  not  bound  to  pay  for  what  he  did,  as  thege'v 
tleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  SToaas]  has  inferred.  Bou 
the  transcendental  right  of  the  Government  over  all  pro- 
perty whatever,  has  never  been  contested.  If  an  e\- 
treme  exigency  occurs,  all  the  property,  and  all  the  Pe(»- 
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pie  of  the  country  nmy  be  taken  and  employed  for  the  I 
public  defence.     But,  the  g-entleman  from  New  York  i 
[Mr.  Storrs]  maintains,  that,  in  regard  to  slave  proper-  \ 
ty,  this  power  is  limited,  and  must  be  so,  on  account  of] 
the  danger  which  would  follow  from  it.     If  slaves  are  to  ] 
be  taken  for  aoldiers  in  the  Southern  States,  and  the  ap- 
prentice and  the  minor  may  be  taken  in  the  Northern  ; 
if  the  son  may  be  torn  from  his  father's  hopes,  and  from 
his  mother's  anguish,  then,  says  the  gentleman,  there  is 
an  end  at  once  to  every  thing  like  freedom.     But,  this 
danger  has  no  ground,  either  in  fact  or  in  constniction. 
Not  in  fiict :  for,  when  soldiers  may  be  legally  demanded 
of  us,  we  will  always  be  ready  in  the  South  to  furnish 
better  than  our  slaves— ourselves.     If  the  time  should 
ever  come,  when  South  or  North,  Government  or  Peo- 
ple, shall  tolerate  the   idea  of  filling  their  ranks  with 
slaves,  all  questions  of  legal  power  will  be  speedily  at  an 
end.     We  shall  all  be  slaves  together,  to  the  first  master 
who  will  assert  hi*  authority.     The  doctrine  is  equally 
unsound,   as  a  doctrine  of  construction  \   because  you 
may  take  slaves  as  property  for  the  public  use,  it  does 
not  follow  that  you  may  use  them  as  soldiers.     You  may 
impress  property,  men,  too,  by  draft,   according  to  the 
measure  of  public  exigency.     But  neither,  without  abuse, 
can  be  emploved,  except  in  a  function. and  manner  adapt- 
ed and  referrible  to  its  proper  character.     May  you  em- 
ploy a  drafted  man  as  a  mere  beast  of  burthen  ?    No  ! 
You  can  as  little  employ  a  mere  article  of  property,  a 
•lave,  in  the  proper  function  and  capacity  of  a  citizen. 
You  may  not  employ  any  object  which  you  take  for  a  use 
which  disagrees  with  the  character  in  which  it  is  taken. 
You  may  take  citizens,  you  may  take  property  ;  but  citi- 
zens must  be  put  to  the  employment  of  citizens,  and  pro- 
perty to  the  us«s  of  property.    You  cannot  enlist,  though 
you  may  impress  a  slave.     Why  not  ?    Because  enlist- 
ment  is  a  contract,  and  imports  a  free  agent.     The  dis- 
tinction as  to  the  case  of  an  apprentice,  which  has  been 
spoken  of,  is,  that  he  labors  only  under  a  temporary  dis- 
ability to  make  this  contract.     The  disability  is  not  in- 
herent and  incurable— law  may  remove  it,  and  then  he 
becomes  a  citizen  capable  of  making  this  contract.     Not 
ao  with  the  slave.     His  is  an  incapacity,  as  distinguished 
from  a  disability  :  that  is  to  say,  is  permanent.     It  is  in- 
herent in  him  as  a  slave,  and  no  law  can  remove  it  until 
he  ceases  to  be  a  slave.     The  idea  that  slaves  are  to  be 
distinguished  in  any  manner  from  other  pioperty,  grows 
out  of  a  misapprehension  of  the  character  in  which  slaves 
are  regarded  by  the  Constitution.     The  framers  of  this 
instrument  evinced  a  studious  desire  to  avoid  introducing 
the  name.     Whenever  allusion  became  necessary,  per? 
phrasis  has  been  resorted  to.     But  no  point  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  its  true  intent,  sustains  the  idea  of  their  be- 
ing- regarded  in  a  Tight  different  from  property.     When 
it  speaks  of  them  as  persons,  reference  is  intended  to 
their  condition  as  human  beings,  and  not  to  the  artificial 
le.^1  acceptation  of  that  term,  as  importing  something 
different  from  things  as  the  ordinary  subjects  of  proper- 
ty.    In  relation  to  the  clause  in  which  restraint  on  the 
importation  of  ••certain  p^taons'*  is  intended  for  a  term,  j 
this  is  the  uncontested  import.     By  persons,  are  intended  ' 
those  who  were  to  be' introduced  as  slaves  only,  and  on 
whose  importation  a  duty  might  be  imposed,  as  is  ordi- 
narily done  on  property.    Human  persons  are  meant,  but 
not   legal  persons.    Legal  persons  have  rights,  duties, 
and  obligations.     These  attributes  are  of  the  essence  of 
a  legal   person.     Can   a  slave  ever  have  these  ?     Cer- 
tainly not.     The  constitutional  regulation   in  respect  to 
the  census,  has  been  adverted  to  by  some  gentlemen,  by 
which  three-fifths  of  the  slave  population  are  to  be  add- 
ed  to  the  number  of  free  persons  in  the  slave-holding 
States.     Dofes  the  Constitution  by  that  provision  recog- 
nize slaves  as  persons  in  the  legal  acceptation  >     I  say  that 
it  does  not,  and  that  the  consideration  of  the  true  pur- 


pose of  that  article  disproves  such  an  idea.  Under  the 
old  Confederation  there  was  no  ratio  of  representation. 
Each  State  was  entitled  to  one  vote.  By  the  Constitu- 
tion, both  the  rule  of  representation  and  the  rule  of  taxa- 
tion were  altered.  Under  the  Confederation,  the  rule 
of  taxation  was  derived  from  real  property  onlyi  But 
the  value  of  real  property  will  always  be  relatively 
greater,  amid  the  denser  and  more  active  population  of 
countries,  without  slaves  as  compared  with  those  which' 
have  them. 

This  was  the  case  in  the  Northern  States,  and  made  a 
chanf^-e  of  the  rule  desirable.  With  them  there  could  be 
no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  a  rule  from  population. 
The  same  rule,  applied  to  the  South,  would  extend  only 
to  our  free  popuUtion — the  component  elements  of  our 
political  society.  There  could  be  no  right  to  look  to  any 
other  except  in  the  character  of  property.  Here,  then; 
the  rule  would  become  unequal,  and  another  must  be  re- 
sorted to.  Writers  differ  whether  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion should  be  drawn  from  taxation  or  population.  The  fra- 
mers of  the  Constitution  adopted  population  as  the  gen- 
eral standarJ,  but  when  they  came  to  the  Southern 
States  they  found  that  justice  required  them  to  adopt  a 
mixed  rule,  founded  partly  on  population  and  partly  on 
property,  and  it  was  for  this  reason,  and  not  because 
slaves  were  regarded  as  legal  persons,  that  three-fifths  of 
the  number  of  slaves  was  allowed  to  be  taken  into  account 
for  the  purpose  of  representation,  to  be  added  to  the 
number  of  the  free  inhabitants.  What  is  the  proof?  If  po- 
pulation solely  had  been  made  the  rule,  what  would  have 
been  the  result  ?  Surely  they  must  have  gonfc  the  whole 
length  of  the  principle,  and  all  the  slavri  population  must 
have  been  included.  There  was  no  conceivable  reason 
why  three-fifths  only  should  be  admitted,  if  representa- 
tion was  to  be  founded  on  population  merely.  'Fhe  regu- 
lation would  have  been  absurd,  as  well  as  unjust,  but  the 
authors  of  the  Constitution  allowed  to  the  sbve  holding 
States  all  their  population,  and  added  to  this  three-fifths 
of  the  amount  of  certain  description  of  their  property.  I 
hold,  therefore,  that  the  peculiar  immunity  which  has  been 
contended  for  in  favor  or  our  slave  property  is  not  coun- 
tenanced by  any  just  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

Another  topic  has  been  urged— the  usage  of  this  Go- 
vernment. On  this  I  have  only  one  word  to  say.  It  has,  I 
think,  been  clearly  shewn,  that  the  gentleman  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  who  introduced  the  report,  [Mr. 
Whittl^set,]  was  mistaken  in  point  of  fact,  when  he  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  there  were  precedents,  shewing 
it  had  not  been  the  usage  of  this  Government  to  pay  fur 
slaves,  when  impressed  into  the  public  service.  All  the 
cases  which  he  cited  as  precedents,  were  inapplicable, 
becpuse  no  impressment  took  place,  with  the  exception 
of  one,  and  even  in  that  case  the  damage  was  not  direct* 
but  only  consequential,  which  makes  it  no  fair  prece- 
dent. But,  agreeing  that  such  has  been  the  usage,  the  Con- 
stitution declares  tiiat  compensation  shall  be  made  for  pro- 
perty, without  any  exception,  when  taken  for  pubhc  use; 
and  if,  in  reUtion  to  this  species  of  property,  the  usage 
has  been  otherwise,  the  maxim  applies,  malas  tMus  abolen- 
daa  tntf  and  there  is  an  end. 

Some  of  my  Southern  friends,  for  whom  I  cherish  a 
high  personal  regard,  [Mr.  R4irD0LFii  and  Mr.  Dsattoh] 
have  been  hurried  in  advance  on  this  subject — a  position 
in  which  they  will  always  be  found,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them.  They  have  said,  truly,  that,  if 
the  question  of  slave  property  were  made  here,  it  ought 
not  to  be  debated  by  Southern  men.  But,  neither  is  there 
occasion  to  allude  to  it  with  sensibility,  when  the  question 
is  not  made,  but  disclaimed. 

My  chief  purpose  in  addressing  the  Committee,  Ikas 
been,  to  show  that  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  the 
least  excitement  in  discussing  the  amendment.  I  have 
enjoyed  ample  opportunities,  firom  service  here  and  othcf 


lOlt 


GALES  G?  SEATON'S  KEGISTBR 


to  16 


H.  or  H.] 


due  ofMarigny  lyJuteriw. 


[J;iv.  15,  1828. 


taoreei  o(  information,  in  regmrd  to  the  North  etpecially, 
t»know  the  tentiinents  preTaUing^  there,  on  this  subject. 
I  render  no  more  than  justice  in  ssjrmg  that,  in  no  respect^ 
able  <|uar(er,  have  I  ever  discovered  any  disposition  to 
raise  a  question  as  to  the  validity  of  slave  property,  or  as 
to  our  right  of  undisputed  snd  exclusive  control  over  the 
subject.  Nor  are  they  unaware  of  the  mischief  which 
would  result  to  themselves,  no  lets  than  us,  from  any  in- 
terference with  this  control.  Should  the  c#(»ts  of  a  des< 
perate  and  frantic  fanaticism  ever  be  so  fiir  successful  as 
to  produce  this  interference,  the  disastrous  consequences 
will  not  be  confined  to  the  Southern  States.  An  atrocious 
banditti  would  infest  our  swamps  and  fastnesses,  but  so 
would  a  Lazaroni,  scarcely  less  pernicious,  their  streets. 
Tiie  evil  would  pour  into  the  free  States  in  a  torrent.  All 
that  industry  which  now  supplies  consiunption  and  mate- 
rial to  the  enterprise  of  the  North,  will  be  paralysed  at 
once,  and  the  blow  which  was  directed  at  us,  will  quick- 
ly be  found  to  have  recoiled  on  those  who  gave  it.  The 
Southern  States  cannot,  indeed,  claim  to  be  the  arms — 
the  strength  of  the  Union-^butthey  may,  to  be  its  breasts; 
and  Northern  gentlemen  in  general,  and  Yankee  gentle- 
men in  particular,  know  their  own  interest  far  too  well, 
ever  to  desire  either  to  cut  off,  or  to  dry  up,  this  fountain 
of  their  prosperity. 

A  wonl  in  conclusion,  onl;^,  on  the  real  question — ^the 
claim  inrolved  in  the  discussion.  It  is  not  contested  thnt 
tlie  injury  alleged  has  been  sustained,  and  by  regular  im- 
pressnoent,  on  the  part  of  a  public  officer.  The  right  to 
compensation  stanos  then  equally  irrefragable  on  the  let- 
ter of  the  Constitution^  and  the  higher  and  more  authorita- 
tive constitution  of  justice. 

Mr.  MITCHBLL,  of  S .  C.  said,  that,  when  he  addressed 
tlie  Committee  the  other  day,  fhim  an  observation  drop- 

{>ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Owen]  he  was 
ed  to  believe,  that  the  impressment  of  the  slave  by  the 
Government  had  not  been  ascertained,  and  he  then  con- 
sidered, as  he  now  considers,  that  this  was  the  important 
fact  on  which  the  decision  of  the  House  must  ultimately 
turn.  Dut  all  his  doubte  on  this  point  had  been  cleared 
up  by  examining  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  case 
there  was  fairly  made  out.  It  was  admitted  that  the  slave 
of  D'Auterive  had  been  impressed — ^that  he  was  wound- 
ed— that  the  owner  incurred  the  expense  of  employing  a 
surgeon—and  that,  by  the  consequences  of  the  wound, 
the  slave  had  been  depreciated  in  value  to  the  amount 
specified  in  the  amendment.  With  these  facts  in  posses- 
sion of  the  House,  Mr.  M;  said,  he  was  not  only  surprised 
at  the  length  of  the  debate,  but  at  the  excitement  mani- 
fested on  both  sides.  For  his  part  he  considered  it  a  mere 
legal  question,  to  be  decided  by  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  decisions  and  practice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  itself  neither  exciting  nor 
deserving  either  collision  of  feeling  or  intemperance  of 
language.  In  this  view  he  considered  the  case,  and  so 
he  should  endeavor  to  argue  it.  The  5th  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  is  in  these  words.  **  Nor  shall  private 
property  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensa- 
tion«"  Mr.  M.  said  that  this  clause  did  not  confer  any 
new  ri^ht  on  the  citizen,  but  was  merely  declaratory  of  a 
pre-existing  right,  which  would  have  been  possessed  if 
the  amendment  had  never  been  enacted.  He  held  that 
our*  right  of  property  was  inherent  and  absolute,  and 
alienable  only  with  our  own  consent.  If  our  rii^ht  of  pro- 
perty was  not  inherent  and  unalienable,  why  did  tlie 
People  of  the  States  think  it  necessary  to  give  to  Con- 
gress, by  express  grant,  the  power  of  taxation,  and  to 
limit  and  restrain  the  exercise  of  that  power  ?  For  what 
is  the  power  of  taxation,  but  the  power  of  disposing  the 
property  of  the  citizen  to  the  public  use?  Who  would 
think  it  necessaiy  to  give  another  a  title  to  a  small  part 
of  a  fund,  when  he  possessed  a  full  right  to  the  whole?  It 
is  clear,  that,  under  thU  Government,  the  right  of  proper- 


ty  is  inherent— as  sacred  from  the  invasions  of  Oovernment 
as  from  those  of  bdividuals.  Our  only  inquiry  then  is 
whether  a  slave  is  private  property  ?  And  can  this  be 
doubted  for  a  moment:  what  right,  what  power,  what  do- 
minion has  an  Eastern  man  over  any  personal  chattel, 
which  a  Southeni  man  has  not  over  his  slave  ?  Why,  «r, 
he  can  sell  his  slave-^he  can  hire  him— giive  him,  and  be- 
queath him.  The  slave  is  liable  to  be  seized  and  sold  for 
his  debts;  if  a  ruffian  attempts  felopioualy  to  take  nos- 
session  of  him,  the  owner  can,  with  bis  rifle,  defend  him 
as  his  property;  and  if  a  citizen  should  tortioasly  get  pos- 
session of  him,  the  owner  can  recover  him  by  an  action  of 
detinue,  or  trover,  to  midntain  either  of  which  actions, 
two  things  are  necessaiy — first,  that  the  objeet  claimed 
should  be  a  personal  chattel,  and  next,  that  the  patty 
claiming  should  have  a  property  in  it.  Gentlemen  may 
admit  tliat  this  is  tlie  law  of  South  Carolina,  or  Loiusiana» 
but  deny  that  it  is  the  law  of  the  United  States.  This. 
Mr.  M.  said,  be  would  endeavor  to  establish.  By  the 
34th  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  it  is  enacted  that  the 
laws  of  the  several  States,  except  where  the  Constitution, 
treaties,  and  laws  of  the  United  States  otherwise  reqiure 
or  provide,  shall  be  *'  regarded  as  the  rules  of  decision 
at  common  law  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Statea,in  cases 
where  they  apply."  Now,  what  is  this,  but  adopting, 
as  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  all  the  constitutioui 
Uws  of  the  several  Staty  }  Are  they  not,  by  this  section, 
incorporated  into,  and  made  a  part  of  tlie  jurisprudence 
of  the  Union?  South  Carolina,  by  a  similar  enactment,  has 
made  of  force  as  much  of  the  common  law  of  England, 
as  is  consistent  with  her  Constitution.  Now,  is  not  that 
common  law  of  England  made,  by  that  enactmen^  as 
much  a  part  of  the  code  of  South  Carolina  as  bar  legisla- 
tive sUtutes  ?  None  can  doubt  this.  The  Jaws  of  the 
States,  adopted  by  the  Federal  Courts,  are  as  much,  \)ien, 
the  laws  or  the  United  States,  as  the  act  of  Congress.  In 
which  light,  then,  have  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
considered  our  slaves  f  Precisely  as  those  of  South  Caroli- 
na—as mere  personal  chattels — as,  legally,  nothing  more 
tlian  g^ods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  liable  to  all  the 
rules  which  govern  the  possession  and  alienation  of  tnaa- 
inuite  chattels.  l*o  prove  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  would 
refer  the  committee  to  the  case  of  Williamson  and  Daniel, 
reported  in  the  12th  of  Wheaton,  568,  originating  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Georgia,  but  finally  decided  in  the  S«* 
preme  Court.  The  substance  of  it  is  as  follows:  A  testa- 
tor left  by  will  sundry  slaves  to  A  and  B,  with  a  provi- 
sion, if  either  should  die  without  lawful  heirs  of  hia  body, 
the  survivor  should  heir  his  e&tate.  The  foUowing  was 
the  decree  of  the  Court,  pronounced  by  Chief  Justice 
Marshall:  **  We  think  these  words  convert  the  absolute 
estate  previously  given,  into  an  estate  tail :  and  if  so, 
since  slaves  are  personal  property,  the  limitatioo  over  is 
too  remote."  It  is  an  old  maxim  of  the  comosa  Jaw. 
that  an  estate  tail  cannot  be  created  in  a  personal  chattel : 
for,  if  it  be,  the  previous  estate  becomes  absolute  in  the 
first  taker.  This  rule  applies  to  all  property  of  a  movea- 
ble nature— to  money — goods,  wares,  and  merchandise-- 
to  domestic  animals,  &c.  Do  not  the  above  circumstances, 
from  first  to  last,  prove,  tliat  the  Supreme  Court  views 
the  slave  precisely  in  the  same  light  as  the  State  Courts 
—that  it  considers  the  ulave  no  more  than  a  personal  chat* 
tel,  in  which  an  absolute  property  may  vest,  and  liable  to 
all  the  rules  which  attach  to  chattels  of  tliat  deacriptioa 
Again,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  wauld  refer  the  Committee  to  ibc 
case  of  Shelby  m.  Grey,  reported  in  the  II th  Wheatoa, 
361.  This  was  carried  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  Tennes- 
see, to  the  Supreme  Court,  at  Washington.  It  is  only  cr- 
cessary  to  my  purpose,  to  give  the  preliminary  statemcwC 
of  Judge  Johnston,  who  pronounced -the  decree  of  the 
Court.  *'  The  plaintiffs  here,  were  defendants  below,  Im 
an  action  of  detinue,  brought  by  Thomaa  Grey,  to  re-- 
cover sundry  slaves,  .  Tiie  deiendanu  pled  nimdeiitut^ 
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Mad  the  act  of  linuUtions  of  th«  State  of  Tenneawe, 
w  hich  ban  tlie  actions  of  detinue,  is  three  yean."  Can 
any  one  say  that  alaTcs  are  not  viewed,  by  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  as  priTate  property— as  nothing  but 
personal  chattels,  by  these  two  cases  >  In  the  fint,  they 
are  disposed  of  by  will,  liable  to  become  the  property  of 
the  fint  owner,  when  the  limitation  ore?  is  after  an  indefi- 
nite iatltire  of  issue  i  and,  in  the  second  case,  they  are 
recoTenble  by  action  of  detinue,  and  become  the  abso- 
lute property  of  the  holder  after  a  tortious  possession  of 
tliree  years.  By  way  of  illustration,  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
would  state  a  case,  and  apply  the  fbreiroing  rules.  Sup- 
pose the  unfortunate  D'Auterive  had  been  indebted  to 
the  honorable  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Writtusbt]  in 
the  sum  of  $600{  and  he  either  would  not,  or  could  not 
pay.  What  course  would  the  honorable  f^entleman  most 
likely  take  ?  Why^  as  a  citizen  of  Ohio,  he  would  coni« 
mence  an  action  against  him  in  the  Federal  Court  of  Louis* 
iana,  and,  as  the  debtor  would  have  n^  defence,  judg. 
ment  would  be  obtained,  and  execution  follow  of  course. 
This  exeeution  would  be  a  writ  iA fieri  fadOM^  tested  in 
the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States — sealed 

with  the  seal  of  the  Clerk  of  the  United  States  Court 

lodged  with  the  Manhal,  the  Executive  officer  of  the 
same  tribunal— directing  him  to  levy  on  the  lands,  tene- 
ments,  berediUments,  and  goods  and  chattels  of  D'Aute- 
rive  {  and,  under  this  authority,  the  Manhal  would  seize 
negro,  horse,  and  cart,  and,  after  having  advertised  them 
the  l^;al  time,  knock  them  off  to  the  highest  bidder  at 
the  same  moment,  and  pay  over  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
to  the  honorable  gentleman.  .  Now  mark,  sir,  this  is  a 
proceeding  entirely  of  a  United  States'  Court— created  by 
the  Constitution— regulated  by  the  laws  of  Congress— 
and  in  which,  the  sovereignty  of  Louisiana  would  have 
no  more  concern  than  in  a  procedure  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  or  Guildhall,  in  London.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Ckaek]  told  us  that  a  slave  was  an 
amphibiauit  anomalous  creature,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Con- 
etitution  :  but  if  1  am  right,  our  highest  judicial  authority 
(the  Supreme  Court)  decides  that  a  slave  is  neither  am- 
phibious, nor  anomalous,  but  a  legitimate  chattel,  and 
nothmg  but  a  chattel.  Sa  much  for  the  decisions  of  the 
United  States'  Courts  on  this  subject. 

But  let  us  now  consider  the  light  in  which  slaves  have 
been  viewed  by  Congress ;  and  for  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
would  advert  to  the  act  of  J  813,  imposing  a  direct  tax  : 
and  it  is  not  unimportant  to  recollect  that  this  act  was 
ratified  by  James  Madison.  No  man  was  better  acquaint- 
ed with  all  the  provisions  of  the  Oonstttution,  their  rela- 
tions and  dependencies,  than  this  illustrious  statesman. 
The  hallowed  charter  of  our  rights  may  be  almost  called 
the  fruit  of  bis  creation  ;  and  if  the  memory  of  Washing. 
ton  is  enshrined  in  our  adoration  for  having  obtained  the 
independence  of  the  States,  and  created  them  an  empire 
— the  imperishable  monument  of  his  disinterested  patriot- 
ism—let us  not  forget  the  milder  glory  of  him,  whose 
pith  ami  prhne  were  spent  in  esUblishing  that  Constitu- 
tion, whieli  dispenses  liberty  without  licentiousness,  and 
restraint  without  oppression— and  where  the  mind,  free 
to  think,  to  speak,  and  to  act,  develops  all  its  powers, 
and    enjoys   a    happiness    no   where    else   attainable. 
The  5th  section  of  that  act  reads  as  follows  :     «« That, 
whenever  a  direct  tax*  shall  be  laid  by  the  authority  of 
the.  United  SUtes,  the  same  shall  be  assessed  and  laid 
on  the  value  of  all  lands,   lots   of  ground    with  im- 
provements, dwelling  houses  and  slaves,  which  several 
articles  subject  to  taxation,  shall  be  enumerated  and 
valued  by  the  respective  aasesson  at  the  rate  each  of 
them  is  worth  in  money."    Could  Congress  have  em- 
ployed words  more  emphatic — more  minutely  descript- 
ive—to  signify  that  a  slave  was  private  property,  than 
are  contained  in  tlie  above  paragraph  f    Is  there  any  dis- 
tinction made  in  it  between  lands  and  slaves?     Each  is  I 
liable  to  be  Uxed— the  tax  is  to  be  assessed  on  the  vakie 


of  each — and  that  value  to  be  esthonated  by  the  worth  of 
each  in  money. 

Again.  Let  us  advert,  said  Mr.  M.  to  the  l^th  section 
of  the  same  act,  and  this  idea  is  still  more  strongly  ex- 
pressed—is painted  in  still  more  glaring  colon  :  **  That, 
where  any  tax,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  remained  unpaid 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  as  aforesaid,  the  Collector  in 
the  State  where  tbe  property  lies,  and  who  shall  have 
been  dengnated  by  tlie  Secretary  of  the  lYeasury  as 
aforesaid,  having  first  advertised  the  same  for  sixty  days 
in.  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  State^  shall  proceed  to 
sell  at  public  sale,  so  much  of  said  property  as  may  be 
necessary  to  satiny  the  tax  due  thereon,  together  with 
an  addition  of  30  per  cent  thereon.  If  the  property  ad- 
vertised for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  tbe  amount  due  there- 
on»  with  the  aforesaid  addi^ons,  the  Collector  shall  pur- 
chase the  same,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
amount  aforesaid."  Now,  here  Congress  not  only  ex- 
pressly admits  tliat  a  slave  is  property,  but  directs  the 
Collector  to  purchase  the  slave  in  their  behalf,  if  he  is 
not  bid  up  te  the  value  of  the  tax,  and  thereby  becomes 
a  shive-holder.  Ves,  sir !  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  acknowledges,  in  tbe  plainest  and  strongest  lan- 
guage, that  it  wifi  not  only  tax  slaves  as  other  property, 
but  that  it  will  sell  and  buy  them.  Can  any  one  say,  af- 
ter this,  that  the  Legislature,  the  Judiciary,  or  the  Exe- 
cutive ol  the  United  States,  do  noi  consider  slaves  as  pri- 
vate  property  !  !  And  if,  in  the  act  of  1818,  Congress 
says  a  horse,  a  boat,  a  cart,  comes  within  the  meaning 
of  the  words  of  private  property,  in  the  5th  amendment, 
and  is  to  be  paid  for,  by  what  ingenuity,  under  what  con- 
struction, can  tliey  exclude  slaves  ?  These  authorities, 
said  Mr.  M.  prove  incontestibly,  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentlenum  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  LiviirasTov] 
ought  to  be  adopted,  and  made  part  of  the  bill. 

Before  I  conclude,  said  Mr.  M.  I  must  reply  to  some 
of  the  positions  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (.Mr.  Whit* 
TLssxT, j  He  asserts  that  slaves  cannot  be  impressed- 
And  why,  I  would  ask  ?  It  can  be  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  slaves  are  private  property.  It  cannot  be 
because  they  are  persons:  for  all  persons  are  liable  to  be 
impressed,  under  particular  circumstances.  The  liability 
to  be  impressed  does  not  arise  from  the  possession  of  ci- 
vil and  political  rights.  Aliens,  who  have  neither,  unless 
they  are  gratuitously  given  by  the  Government,  are  liable 
to  be  impressed.  Under  the  Law  of  Nations,  for  the 
temporary  protection  which  they  enjoy,  they  owed  tem- 
porary allegiance.  Tiie  gentleman,  tlierefure,  admits, 
what  he  set  out  with  denying,  that  slaves  are,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  private  property,  and  not  persons,  and 
admits  them  also  to  be  private  propertv  of  a  more  sacred 
nature  than  we  are  disposed  to  acknowledge,  because  we 
hold,  and  have  ever  held,  that  their  services  wene  at 
the  call  of  tbe  Government,  when  necessary.  I  agree 
fully  with  the  doctrine  of  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Haxil'tok,]  that  any  and  every  thing  may  be  impressed, 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  requires  it.  The 
•alus  papuli  creates  a  supreme  necessity-^ramount  to 
the  Constitution — paramount  to  the  law — to  which  lifr, 
liberty,  property,  every  thing  which  is  most  cherished, 
most  estimated,  nuist  yield.  To  preserve  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  States,  to  secure  the  freedom  of  the  People,  a 
commanding  General  might  put  a  torch  to  our  beautiful 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  make  it  in  the  language  of  the 
most  illustrious  and  most  unfortunate  man  of  the  ago» 
"  an  ocean  of  flame.*'  But  this  he  docs  at  his  peril— he 
asi»unies  a  vast,  a  tremendous  responsibility.  In  so  doing, 
he  stakes  his  life  on  the  event,  and  either  lives  his  coun. 
try's  saviour,  or  dies  its  martyr.  But  even  this  necessity, 
great  as  it  is,  will  not,  when  peace  is  restored,  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  5tli  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
Government  may  not  be  able,  under  such  a  crisis,  to 
make  compensation,  but  it  will  owe  it. 
Again,  said  Mr.  Mitchsix,  the  gentleman  relies  on  the 
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act  of  1818,  authorizing  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed,  &c.  And  because  slaves  are  not  in- 
cluded aitiortg  the  enumerated  articles,  he  concludes  that 
we  are  not  bound  to  pay  for  them.  But  can  this,  or  any 
act,  restrain  the  Constitution  f  When  that  instrument 
employs  the  woids  "  private  property" — the  most  uni- 
versal phrase  which  can  be  used,  embracing  every  thing 
which  IS  subject  to  the  dominion  of  man — can  we,  by  an 
act,  confine  our  relief  to  a  few  selected  articles  ?  Surely 
not.  But,  it  that  gentleman  had  extended  his  researches, 
he  would  have  found  that  Congress  bad  put  a  differ- 
ent construction  on  the  act;  that  it  hail  felt  itself 
liound  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  every  sort  of  property,  when 
ttiat  loss  was  sustained  under  proper  circumstances,  and 
manifested  by  proper  evidence.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  Committee  to  the  act  passed  on  the  second  of 
March,  1821,  for  the  reUef  of  Rosalia  P.  Deslonde. 
Here  the  sum  of  #2,227  was  appropriated,  according  to 
that  *ct,  "  in  full  for  damage  done  lo  her  house  and  plan- 
tatioRf  by  the  troops  of  the  United  Sutes,  at  the  inva- 
sion •f  New  Orleans  by  the  British."  In  tlie  report  of 
the  C«"»oiittee  of  Claims,  we  have  the  items,  with  the 
value  «f  «*cb,  which  make  up  the  amount  appropriated. 
They  are  as  follows: 

••28  arpcnsoffour  and  five  rail  fence,   destroyed  or 
burned.  $343  00 

200  feet  of  close  garden  fence,  254  00 

5  negro  houses,  400  00 

1  kitchen  frame,  on  sills,  weather^boarded, 
shingle  roof,  two  rooms,  and  a  dou- 
ble chimney,  400  00 
1  coach-house,  two  rooms,  120  00 

Damages  done  to  the  mansion-house,  500  00 

1  large  gate,  GO  00 

An  ouC  house  damaged,  150  00 

$2,227  00 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  compensation  granted  in  this 
act  was  for  the  loss  and  destruction  of  articles  not  enu- 
merated in  tliat  of  1818,  and  under  circumstances  the 
reverse  of  those  required  by  it  to  justify  relief.  In  the 
act  of  1818,  the  building  must  have  been  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  ;  here  it  was  destroyed  by  our  own  troops. 

Azain  :  In  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la 
Ronae,  compensation  is  allowed  for  the  destruction,  by 
our  troops,  of  sugar-cane  growing  in  the  field.  Again, 
in  an  act  passed  on  the  27th  March,  1816,  for  the  relief 
of  the  executors  of  John  Koss,  compensation  is  allowed 
for  the  occupatian  of  their  lands  by  our  troops,  and  the 
loss  of  tlie  rent  of  a  fsrm  attached  thereto.  Again,  in  an 
act  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  compensation  is  al- 
lowed Peter  Kendall,  for  merchandise  captured  by  the 
British  forces  in  the  late  war,  in  consequence  of  having 
his  team  and  wagon  impressed  by  order  of  General 
Brown.  Now,  alt  these  cases  form  exceptions  to  the  act 
of  1818,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  articles,  but  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were  lost  or  destroyed. 
These  prove  that  Congress  did  not  intend  that  the  act  of 
1818  should  form  tlie  boundary  of  relief:  on  the  contra- 
ry, that  it  will  consider  tiie  special  circumstances  of  esch 
case,  and  grant  compensation  according  to  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  equity  and  expediency. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IirouAJn]  has, 
however,  advanced  a  new  doctrine,  witli  which  he  ap- 
pears to  be  much  delighted.  He  says,  that  the  owner  of 
property  imprest  can  only  demand  compensation  for  its 
use  or  service  ;  that,  if  it  be  lost  or  destroyed  by  any  of 
the  dangers  incident  to  the  situation  or  employment  in 
which  it  is  placed,  that  the  Government  is  not  liable.  If 
you  impress  a  horse  for  the  use  of  the  cavalry,  and  he  be 
killed  in  battle  ;  if  you  impress  a  slave  to  throw  up  a 
breast-work,  and  he  lose  an  arm  or  a  leg,  by  the  sabre  of 


the  enemy  <  if  you  occupy  a  house,  and  it  be  burnt  by  the 
carelessness  of  the  troops,  or  by  the  hot  shot  of  the  ene- 
my <  or  if  it  be  destroyed  for  your  own  safety— as  these 
arc  all  circumstances  which  arc  incident,  and  may  be 
reasonably  expected  to  happen — ^the  property  is  not  to 
be  paid  for.     But  this  is  answered  by  referring  to  the  act 
just  quoted.     Coagreas  have,  in  every  instance,  paid  the 
full  value  of  the  property,  and  not  the  value  of  its  use. 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  now  conclude,  with  one  or  two 
observations.      Many  of  my  Southern  brethren  shrink, 
with  horror  from  any  approach  by  this  House  to  the.  sub- 
ject of  sUvery.     He  confessed  tliat  he  felt  no  audi  senti- 
ment.    He  considered  slavery  as  much  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  the  great  right  of  representation :  for,  thoui^h 
the  word  slave  is  not  used  in  that  instrument,  the  condi- 
tion is  admitted— it  is  clothed  with  rights,  and  protected ; 
and  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  are  practical  and  living  illustrations  of  its 
being  an  intejpid  part  of  our  system  of   Government. 
Now,  when  we  approached  the  Speaker's  Chair,  and 
swore  that  we  would  support  the  Constitution— all  of  us, 
North  and  South  of  the  Chesapeake— Bast  and  West  of 
the  Alleghany— bound  ourselves  to  respeat  and  protect 
the  rights  growing  out  of  this  institution,  by  a  lie  as 
strong  as  to  respect  and  protect  the  personal  liberty  (»f 
the  Freeman.     Nor,  sir,  have  I  the  least  apprehensio  i 
that  the  rights  of  the  South,  in  this  respect,  will  be  d: 
turbed.     I  care  not  for  the  affected  philanthropy  of  c>. : 
tain  politicians  in  this  House,  nor  for  the  rarings  of  rv\ 
gious  enthusiasts  out  of  it — ^the  first  are  tnBuenced  i  \ 
a  cold,  selfish,   and  heartless  ambition— an  ambition, 
which,  for  the  sake  of  self-promotion,  would  involve  mil- 
lions in  the  horrors  of  civil  war ;  and  the  Uwt  arc  evi» 
dently  labouring  under  the  severest  of  all  calsmitiea — ^the 
delusions  of  a  perverted  understanding.     My  confidence 
for  the  security  of  these,  and  of  all  other  consAiluttonal 
rights,  is  in  the"  ^ood  sense  of  the  People  of  the  States^ 
is  in  their  intuitive  knowledge  of  their  own  true  inte- 
rests—is in  tlieir  devotion  to  the  Constitution — la  an  their 
strong  conviction,  that  the  countless  blessings,  moral,  ci- 
vil, and  political,  which  they  enjoy,  are  derived  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree  from  the  Union  of  the  States. 

One  observation  more,  sir.  From  my  describing  the 
slave  as  a  personal  chattel,  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  htsi 
the  feelings  and  reason  of  a  human  being.  He  ia  entitled 
to  all  our  sympathies,  and  in  the  South  he  enjoys  theoi 
all.  There  is  no  relation,  except  that  of  blood,  productive 
of  warmer,  more  animated,  or  more  lasting  affection,  tbsa 
that  of  master  and  alave ;  nor  is  tliere  any  laboring  poor 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  who  work  lesa,  or  enioy  more 
of  the  comforts  of  life,  than  the  slaves  of  the  South. 

Mr.  STOKUS  said,  that  he  had  not  intended  to  liarc 
said  another  wonl  in  this  debate.     He  did  not  now  meaa 
to  enter  upon  the  particular  merits  of  the  claim.     On  a 
former  day  he  had  so  fully  stated  the  reasons  for  tUe  6nal 
vote  which  he  should  give  on  this  particular  amendment, 
that  it  was  useless  to  go  over  that  g^x>und  again,  and  be 
would  not  now  have  thrown  himself  again  on  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee,  if  hlHtad  not  heard  some  prinei- 
pies  advanced,  in  the  course  of  the  dtscusaion,  in  view  of 
which,  the  amount  of  compensation  claimed  by  the  peti- 
tioner sunk  into  utter  insi^iificance,  and  was  not  worck 
a  moment's  reflection.     It  I  thought,  said   Mr.  S.,  thst 
they  could  be  sustained  by  the  laws  and  constitutions  of 
the  country ,  I  would  "hot  sit  here  for  a  moment,  and  re* 
present  a  People  whose  rights  would  be  no  longer  worth 
the  protection  or  'defence  of  any  man.     I  said,  sir,  the 
other  day,  that,  in  ever}*  case  in  wliich  we  ba«]  iiMlefluii&- 
ed  oflicert  of  the  army  for  the  impressment  of  prirste 
property,  we  had  indemnified  them  in  their  character  t-ii 
trespassers.     1  have  voted  for  several  acts  of  that  kind, 
but  we  have  never  acknowledged  the  legality  of  any  set- 
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Etires  of  that  sort,  and  I  have  always  considered  them  as 
violations  of  the  personal  rights  of  our  citizens.     I  meant 
to  aascrt  this  doctrine  in  its  broadest  sense,  and  if  it  can- 
nut  be  sustained  here  to  the  most  unqualified  extent, 
then  I  hare  learned  nothing*  from  books,  and  have  profit- 
ed nothing  from  the  history  of  other  countries  or  my 
own.    I  could  now  have  felt  that  I  had  done  my  duty 
here,  if  I  had  not  risen  to  re-assert  it.     There  can  be 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  that  sanctions,  by  the  remo- 
test implication,  the  pernicious  doctrine  that,  in'  time  of 
war,  tlie  officers  of  the  army  cart  exercise  any  power  over 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  that  is  denied  to  them  in 
time  of  peace.     The  change  of  our  amicable  relations 
with'  a  foreign  power,  does  not  work  such  a  distraction  of 
civil  government  amon^  us,  or  destroy  any  of  the  securi- 
ties of  our  civil  liberties  at  home.     It  is  true  that  the 
Constitution  declares  that  private  property  shall  not  be 
taken  for  public  use  without  compensation.     But  so  far 
does  this  clause  fall  short  of  any  implication  that  would 
sanction  such  a  principle,  that  it  directly  asserts  the  very 
doctrine  that  condemns  it.     It  was  placed  there  to  repel 
Che  assumption  of  such  an  extravagant  and  despotic  daim 
on  the  part  of  this  Government,  in  any  case.     The  same 
clause  is  found  in  many  of  the  State  Constitutions  ;  and 
if  I  have  any  knowledge  of  the  uniform  course  of  deci- 
sion in  the  courts,  private  property  cannot  be  touched, 
even  by  the  Government  itself,  until  the  compensation 
is  actually  made,  or  provided  {or.    I  will  not  even  speak 
of  the  omcers  of  Government.     I  say  the  Government 
itself;  for  the  clause  has  no  reference  whatever  to  any 
subordinate  agents  of  Government,  acting  on  their  indi- 
vidual discretion.     The  Legislature  of  a  State,  which 
finds  this  clause  in  its  Constitution,  cannot  authorize  the 
agents  of  a  Turnpike  Company,  or  the  servants' of  the 
pettiest  corporation,  for  any  purpose  of  public  utility,  to 
place  their  foot  on  the  land  of  any  man,  before  his  dama- 
ges have  been  ascertained  and  pjftd.    It  would  be  a  fear- 
ful clause  indeed,  if  it  had  "been  placed  there  to  sanction, 
hy  implication,  a  doctrine  that  might  shelter  an  officer  of 
the  army  from  the  retinbution  of  the- law  for  the  seizure 
of  private  property.    It  neither  legalizes  it  by  implica- 
tion, nor  even  acknowledges  it  as  the  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    Nor  is  there,  in  my  judgment,  any  analogy  be- 
tween the  appropriation  of  private  property  for  public 
use.  under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  the  general  power  of  taxation.     The  process  can- 
not  be  assimilated  to  that  of  taxation  in  any  just  sense, 
nor  is  property  so  taken  appropriated  at  all,  by  way  of  as- 
sessment, in  the  nature  of  a  tax  foi'  the  public  use.    I'he 
compensation  is  strictly  of  the  nature  of  an  equivalent  for 
its  value,  and  the  only  operation  of  such  a  power,  even 
when  lawfully  exerted,  against  the  will  of  the  owner,  is 
to  fulfil  tbermost  obvious  dictate  of  natural  justice.     1  do 
not  think  an  instance  can  be  found,  where  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  in  the  exercise  of  the  high  and  transcenden- 
tal power  which  pertains  to  it,  has  taken  the  lands  of  any 
man,  even  for  fortification^  without  his  consent,  or  ven- 
tured to  dispossess  him  ot  his  freehold  before  his  dama- 
gnes  have  been  assessed  and  provided  for.     But  to  whom 
does  this  clause  relate  in  any  case  f    *'  Private  property 
shall  not  be  taken."    By  whom  >    By  the  officers  of  the 
army,  or  any  other  mere  agent  of  the  Government,  act- 
I  ng  at  his  own  will  and  on  his  own  judgment  or  pleasure  ? 
,      JN'o*   sir — by  the  Government  itself.     I  am  yet  to  learn 
that  a^  Commanding  General,  or  any  other  officer,  can 
exercise  any  of  the  powers  of  this  Government,  in  time 
of   war,-  or  at  any  other  time,  except  over  the  army. 
I  am  not  about  to  say  that,  in  a  case  of  extreme  and  un- 
controllable necessity,  when  tlie  safety  of  an  army,  or  the 
security  of  a  post  requires  such  an  act  to  be  done,  a  eom- 
inanding  officer  may  not  be  morally  excusable  by  his  Go- 
vernnnent  for  the  impressment  of  private  property,  on  a 
sudden  emergency,  nor  tliat,  if  he  acted  with  discretion. 


lie  deserved  its  censure  ;  nor  will  I  speak  of  the  measure 
of  contempt  that  would  justly  follow  any  man  who  should 
refuse  to  dedicate  cheerfully,  in  a  moment  of  immediate 
danger,  his  property  or  his  life  to  his  country's  defence. 
I  know  that  this  power  has  been  exercised  in  some  cases 
where  censure  was  not  demanded  ;  but  in  others,  that  we 
should  never  recommend  as  examples.  It  is  against  the 
doctrine  that  holds  such  seizures  of  private  property,,  by 
an  officer  of  the  army,  against  the  will  of  the  owner,  to 
be  lawful,  that  I  protest.  If  it  can  be  justified  in  a  court 
of  justice  in  this  country,  the  whole  Government  is  a 
mockery,  and  every  man  a  slave.  I  cannot  reflect,  with- 
out emotions  that  I  cannot  suppress,  on  the  miserable 
slavery  under  which  we  live,  if  such  a  power  is  to  be  to- 
lerated. Who,  sir,  is  to  be  the  judge  of  the  necessity 
that  shall  justify  it  ?  If  an  officer  or  the  ^trtny,  then,  ia 
he  only  bound  to  exercise  his  judgpnent  as  a  military  man, 
and  he  stands,  on  every  analogous  principle  of  law,  irre- 
sponsible and  justified.  Will  any  gentleman  here,  of 
that  profession  of  which  I  am  an  humble  member,  show 
us  a  precedent  of  such  a  justification  ?  Will  he  let  us 
know  the  name  of  an  English  lawyer  that  ever  put  his 
name  to  such  a  plea  ?  Will  he  produce  a  record  from  the 
whole  h'tstory  of  British  jurisprudence,  where  it  can  be 
found  }  Such  a  point  was  never  suffered  to  be  debated 
before  a  judge  in  England.  No  writer,  since  the  days  of 
James  U.  has  asserted  it,  and  no  lawyer  there  would  de- 
file the  record  of  a  court  with  such  a  defence.  We  have 
recognized  the  illegality  of  these  impressments,  in  numer- 
ous acts  for  the  relief  of  officers.  The  act  for  the  relief 
of  General  Swartwout,  even  recites  the  judfl^ment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  New  York  against  him,  for  the  viola- 
tion of  right  that  he  committed  by  order  of  his  superior 
officer,  in  a  case  of  impressment.  The  records  of  that 
court  abound  with  the  vindication  of  that  principle  in 
every  free  Government,  which  protects  us  from  the  arm 
or  the  discretion  of  military  power,  in  every  form  and 
disguise.  If  such  a  discretion  is  vested  in  a  commanding 
general,  the  discretion  is  not  traversable  in  a  court  of 
justice.  He  must  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  necessity,  and 
every  man's  property  is  held  at  the  mercy  of  his  sword. 
If  his  property  is  subject  to  military  discretion,  then  is 
his  person  also.  I  know  of  no  distinction  in  principle 
between  the  securities  that  we  hold  for  both.  The  se- 
curity of  life  and  liberty,  as  well  as  the  enjoyment  of 
property,  stand  en  the  same  great  constitutional  princi- 
jjlcs.  The  only  voie  I  ever  gave  in  this  House,  that  I 
have  regretted,  was  at  the  first  session  I  came  here.  It 
was  to  indemnify  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Pike,  who, 
even  by  order  of  hiis  superior  officer,  arrested  sever-l  ci- 
tizens of  the  State  of  New  York.  1  have  voted  for  no 
indemnities  since,  where  the  personal  liberty  of  any  man 
has  been  violated  t  and  I  wisli  every  act  of  that  sort  was 
stricken  from  the  statute  book.  What,  sir,  do  we  mean, 
when  we  speak  of  that  free  system  of  British  laws  that 
otir  fathers  brought  with  them  here,  if  we  have  only  lived 
to  hold  our  property  at  the  mercy  of  an  agent  of  this  Go- 
vernment that  wears  its  tinsel  on  his  shoulder  ?  U  it  an 
itlle  deltision  only,  when  we  look  to  Magna  Charta  as  the 
security  of  every  British  subject  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  his  sovereign  ?  I  thought  it  was  our  boast  and 
pride,  as  freemen,  too,  that  no  man  in  this  country  should 
be  deprived  of  his  life  or  liberty,  or  despoiled  of  his  pro- 
perty, without  the  judgment  of  his  peers — the  trial  by 
jury.  If  an  officer  can  tnke  my  property,  of  any  sort,  at  , 
his  discretion,  he  may  take  my  money  with  it — and  if 
mine,  my  neighbor*^  And  if  he  can  do  this  in  any  sliape, 
or  to  any  extent,  he  may  levy  a  contribution  on  all  who 
are  within  the  reach  of  his  sword,  and  enforce  it  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  If  Government  has  not  provided 
support  for  its  armies,  shall  they  live  on  the  people,  and 
measure  their  rights  by  the  length  of  their  swords  /  It  is 
worse  in  practice  than  the  levies  of  ship* money  under  Uiq 
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rtce  of  the  Stuarts.  There  was  at  least  the  coiw^ion 
there,  that  the  warrant  came  from  the  hand  of  a  civil  of* 
licer  of  the  GoTemment  {  1>ut  with  us,  we  should  find 
the  authority  of  the  precept  in  the  name  of  an  adjutant 
general.  The  Stuarts  only  called  in  the  soldiery  when 
the  spirit  of  an  £n|^li^  freeman  resisted  the  claim  $  but 
we  should  first  realize  our  slavery  by  finding-  the  bayonet 
at  our  doors.  The  King  of  Bnglancl,  with  all  his  army  at 
Hounslow,  and  all  his  navy  at  London  Bridge,  would  not 
dare  to  execute  an  order  for  impressment  of  private  pro- 
perty in  the  city  of  London.  If  the  Minister  should  as^ 
sert  such  a  prerogative  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  could 
not  hold  his  place  an  hour ;  and  the  sovereign  who  should 
dare  to  maintain  him  in  it,  would  not  wear  his  crown  a 
day.  It  has  already  been  tried  in  England.  This -doc- 
trine cost  the  first  Stuart  his  head,  the  last  his  crown, 
and  the  indignant  spirit  of  England  drove  him  a  vagabond 
to  the  continent,  to  beg  his  bread  at  the  Courts  of  Eu- 
rope. 

The  doctrine  that  unlimited  power  might  be  assumed 
fur  purposes  of  public  utility,  was  the  maxim  of  James  1 ; 
and  this  monarch  went  one  step  in  that  path  of  tyranny 
beyond  the  examples  that  he  found  in  the  days  of  the  Ro- 
man Republic.     The  consul  sometimes  contrived  to  in- 
vest himself  with  the  same  power,  but  he  always  took 
the  precaution  to  obtain  it  under  the  form  of  a  decree  of 
the  Senate.    The  English  despot  took  it  without  consult- 
ing his  Parliament  at  all.     It  was  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  days  of  (he  Roman  Republic,  that  the  maxim  sprung 
up,  that  has  been  thrown  out  on  this  floor.     I  heard  it 
once  offered  before,  in  another  place,  where  it  became 
my  professional  duty  to  notice  it.    &lent  Uges  inter  arma. 
It  is  worth  an  inquiry,  in  any  Government  that  pretends 
to  freedom,  to  trace  this  sentiment  to  its  origin.     It  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  English  Common  Law,  and  will  never 
be  sanctioned  in  this  countr)',  until  we  have  notliing  leA 
that  is  worth  protecting.     It  was  first  avowed  under  the 
consulship  or  Pompey — then  become  sole  consul,  and 
virtually  dictator.     The  time  of  this  consulsliip,  in  which 
this  convenient  maxim  was  first  started,  is  deserving  of 
some  attention.     He  was  sole  consul  only  four  years  be- 
fore he  was  himself  assassinated,  and  eight  years  before 
the  Triumvirate  of  Antony,  Lepidns,  and  Octavius  Caesar, 
was  established — the  same  patriotic  Triumvirate  that  par- 
titioned the  Roman  power  among  themselves.     Octavius 
Caesar  took  the  West,  Antony  the  East,  and  Lepidus  took 
Italy,  for  their  shares  of  the  Government.    This  celebrat- 
ed conspiracy  against  the  liberties  of  Rome  was  success- 
fully maintained  until  they  quarrelled  among  themselves 
in  the  distribution  of  the  spoil,  and  the  most  ambitious  of 
them  all  defeated  his  last  co-patriot  at  the  battle  of  Acti- 
um,  and  established  the  Augustan  dynasty  on  the  ruins 
of  the  Republic.     Siirely,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
character  of  the  times  in  which  this  maxim  was  started, 
that  recommends  it  very  highly  to  our  imitation  hfere. 
Its  first  inception  is  to  be  found  in  the  oration  of  Cicero 
in  behalf  of  Milo  ;  and  there  were  some  circumstances  in 
that  celebrated  trial  (which  took  place  in  the  year  of 
Pompey *s  sole  consulship)  that  are  worth  our  notice,  too, 
when  we  arc  about  to  try  the  value  of  such  a  sentiment 
in  a  free  country.     Milo's  trial  was  not  had  before  the 
Prato,  nor  under  the  oixlinary  laws  of  Rome,     Pompey 
created  a  tribunal  for  the  sole'  purpose.    It  was  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  special  commission,  and  the  friends  of  Clodius, 
whose  favor  Pompey  courted,  were  gratified  with  the 
trial  of  Milo  under  this  new  form  of  justice  in  that  com- 
monwealth.    The  whole  proceeding  was  a  scandalous 
mocker}',  a^d  the  trial  was  conducted,  and  the  judgment 
rendered  under  an  ex  post  faelo  ordinance.     The  hall, 
loo,  was  filled  by  the  soldiery,  which  had  been  stationed 
around  the  seats  of  the  Judges.     The  soldiery-— which 
Cicero,  in  that  oration,  quailing  under  the  power,  if  not 
the  eye  of  Pompey,  pusillanimously  alluded  to  by  tlie 


leas  ofTensive  name  of  osmi/«ft«»— -oftenARSiis  /  While  he 
designated  the  whole  proceeding  by  the  mere  cowardly 
terms  of  nem  jt»dicii  tuva  farma^  the  recrieaot  advocate 
apologized  to  the  minions  m  power  whcNii  he  addressed, 
for  his  embarrassment  in  the  presence  oi'tbe  eoldieiy  that 
surrounded  them.  It  was  on  that  occasion,  and  in  such 
a  situation,  before  such  a  tribunal,  and  in  times  like  those, 
that,  instead  of  denouncing  the  whole  proceeding  as 
a  disgrace  upon  the  Republic,  be  basely  flattered  the  ear 
of  Pompey  with  a  sentiment  that  is  truly  grateful  to  the 
ear  of  every  tyrant— miiefii  kget  irUer  amuu  Deservedly 
as  we  may  admire  him  as  an  orator  and  a  scholar,  bb 
cowardice  as  an  advocate  has  left  an  indelible  reproach 
upon  his  memory.  He  basely  truckled  to  the  power  of 
Pompey,  when  he  was  perhaps  the  only  omr  tluit  could 
have  roused  the  Roman  people  from  the  leihaigy  that 

S recedes  despotism  evefy  where.  He  shrunk  from  his 
uty,  as  a  recreant— and,  afraid  to  fidlow  Pompey,  or  to 
oppose  Cxsar,  he  fled  from  Rome,  and  fell  a  victim,  at 
biat,  to  the  very  Triumvirate  tliat  put  his  principles  into 
practice  \  and,  when  overtaken  by  the  emissaries  of  An- 
tony, who  proscribed  him,  meanly  thrust  out  his  head 
from  his  coach,*  and  tamely  bowed  his  neck  to  receive  the 
stroke  of  his  assassin.  The  execrable  despotisiB  that  fol* 
lowed,  is  the  beat  commentary  that  historv  can  furnisli  to 
illustrate  this  maxim,  by  which  tyranny  Laa  sustained  it- 
self every  where  ;  and  when  the  people  of  tliis  country 
shall  be  prepared  to  tolerate  it  here,  they  will  have  be- 
come the  fit  vassals  of  the  first  imperial  despot  that  « ili 
consent  to  disgrace  his  new-bom  dynasty  by  condescend- 
ing to  rule  over  such  a  set  of  debased  and  igooininious 
slaves. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE»  of  South  Carolina,  obtained  the  Boom-, 
but  yielded  it  to 

Mr.  RANDOLPH,  of  Virginia,  who  said,  aal  wsa  the 

means  of  introducing  the  unfortunate  Latiu  maxis  to 

which  the  gentleman  fh>m  New  York  has  referred,  I  am 

glad  to  have  the  authority  of  that  gentleman,  tbsyk,  at  ksst, 

it  was  Ciceronian  <  and,  tbeiefore,  could  not  be  bad  Latin. 

I  feel  bound  to  escpbin  the  sense  in  which  I  introduced  it. 

I  mentioned  it  not  as  sanctioning  anv  of  tliose  doctrines 

which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  haa  inoipugiied  this 

day.     Far  fiTHn  it,  sir  <  and  I  have  a  good  right  to  ssy 

this;  because,  unlike  that  rentlenan,  I  never  did  vote  tor 

a  bill  to  indemnify  an  oflicer,  haviujg  either  one  or  t«o 

epaulettes  on  his  shoulder,  fbr  violating  the  moat  sacred 

rights  of  an  American  citizen.     I  never  did,  and  never 

will,  so  help  me  God!     I  introduced  the  qaoUtion  ofil«^ 

as  declaring  wlut  I  supposed  had  been  a  &ct— done  Jhg-- 

rante  6e//o— done  ex  neoesnYaleret— and  necessity,  sir,  does 

not  stop  to  argue  even  witli  the  gentleman  from  New 

York,  rhetorican  and  logician  as  he  is.    But  does  not  tha^ 

gentleman  perceive  that  all  his  aigument  agamaf  the  sl- 

mendment,  goes  equally  against  the  whole  bill  '    T'hsKt 

it  is  as  good  against  the  cart  and  hone  as  it  as  against  vWe 

slave  ?    Does  he  not  perceive^f  he  will  penut  me  in  ib  ▼ 

homely  vernacular  to  say  so^that  'what  is  sauce  fbr  t^u: 

goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander !  Sir,  it  was  this  which  oo- 

caMoned  me  to  move,  the  other  day,  that  the  Ceaomstt^c 

should  rise.    I  gave  up  that  motion  at  the  recpiest  of  «s 

honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Gvmixt]  w£»* 

was  desirous,  at  that  time,  of  addressing  the  Committee  . 

and  I  would  now  again  liave  moved  it,  but  for  the  sKSse 

desire  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Soutb  CaroGorsa, 

(to  whose  courtesy  I  am  mdebted  for  the  oppottunit^    ^ 

now  addressing  you)  with  a  view  of  liaving  tue  bill  rec  a—  - 

mitted.     The  Committee  of  Claims— I  my  it  with  no  «^aa 

respect — have  not,  in  my  opinion,  taken  a  proper  vie^r  cy 

the  subject.    When  this  bill  was  first  introduced  from  t^u^ 

Committee,  I  did  not  read  their  report*     1  do  not  read  xSs< 

*  Mr.  ST0RR5,  hfulaptut  lingyM^htM  used  the  vracd 
iniiead  of  litter. 
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repiorts  of  Committees ;  and,  far  lew,  all  that  immeiMe 
iTia^a  of  trash  which  is  heaped  upon  our  tables,  and  printed 
by  our  order — ^for  whose  benent  I  cannot  lell ;  certainly 
not  for  ours,  nor  for  that  of  the  People.     I  do  not  mean 
sir,  to  apply  the  term  "trash"  to  the  report  of  the  Com 
mittee  of  Claims  ?  but  1  did  not  read  that  report :  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  to  say  that  I  do  not  read  the  reports. 
Sir,  I  stibscribe  most  lieartiljr  to  the  doctrine  maintained 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  I  do  not  mean  to 
pronounce  a  palinodia,  when  1  say  this.    I  will,  as  heartily 
as  he  can,  defend  the  right  of  every  citizen  of  this  country 
against  any  hand  but  the  hand  of  the  law  ;  and  that,  after 
Its  act  has  been  authorized  by  the  verdict  of  twelve  good 
and  lawful  men.     I  concur  with  him  in  the  sentiment, 
that  the  riglit  of  property  is  not  only  as  dear  as  the  right 
«f  Bfc  and  of  liberty,  but  from  policy  it  ought  to  be  even 
dearer,  because  it  is  at  this  right  that  the  blow  of  the  op. 
pressor  will  always  be  levelled.     The  t3rrant  will  let  his 
aubjeets  go  about  with  their  throats  uncut,  so  long  as  he 
can  find  the  means  of  answering  his  exorbitant  demands, 
by  touching  their  property ;  so  long  as  he  can  do  this, 
there  is  no  rear  that,  like  Cicero,  we  shall  thrust  our  heads 
out  of  our  coach  windows  (such  of  us  as  have  any)  that 
they  may  be  cut  off  by  the  cimetars  of  his  satraps.   I  now 
liold,  and  always  have  held,  the  doctrine  which  the  gen- 
tleman  from  New  York  has  to  ably  and  so  eloquently  en- 
forccd—- ably  and  eloquently,  as  was  shewn  by  the  pro- 
found attention  with  which  it  was  heard.     That,   sir,  is  a 
barometer  which  never  fails.  I  will  not  incXir  the  risk  of 
forfeiting  the  favor  which  the  House  has  been  so  good  as 
to  extend  to  me,  in  every  instance,  when  1  have  addressed 
them.     The  floor  is  the  right  of  another  gentleman — from 
South  Carolina.  After  we  have  heard  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  such  other  gentlemen  as  now  wish  to 
address  the  Committee,  I  shall  move  that  the  Committee 
lise,  either  that  this  matter  may  be  put  at  rest  forever, 
or  that  the  bill  may  be  recommitted.     I  will  also  remind 
g^entlemen  that  this  is  a  private  claim,  and,  by  the  sfrang- 
«?st  rule  that  ever  was  heard  of,  we  have  given  to  private 
bills  two  sixths  of  our  time,  and  as  much  more  as  they  can 
^et  in  the  scramble.     I  will  say  no  more. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  that  no  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee  could  regret  more  sincerely  than  he  did,  the  fextent  to 
which  this  discussion  had  been  carried,  and  the  time 
which  had  already  been  consumed  in  it.  lie  beiicvcd, 
also,  that  the  general  sentiment  of  tlie  CommiUee  would 
sustain  him  in  the  declaration^  that  there  was  nothing  in 
ll»e  intrinsic  merits  of  the  question  before  them  tliat  re- 
quired or  justificil  a  debate  so  protracte<l.  Knteitaining 
these  views,  Jie  havl  inte.ided  to  have -abstained  altogether 
from  any  participation  in  the  discussion  j  and  he  certain- 
?y  should  not  have  abandoned  his  original  intention,  but 
for  the  very  extraordinary  course  pursued  by  the  gentle- 
nun  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stobrs]  who  had  jiist address- 
cd  the  Committee.  He  fcJt  that  he  was  called  upon  to 
meet  the  argument  <.f  that  gentleman,  in  the  only  way  it 
was  proper  to  meet  it,  by  exposing  its  drift  and  tendency, 
and  its  obvious  bearing  upon  a  qucstiun  which  was  not 
<he  priper  subject  of  discussion  in  this  Hall.  And,  said 
'  Mr.  M'l).,  I  think  I  can  make  out  so  plain  a  case,  that 
every  racimber  of  the  Committee  will,  with  me,  be  dis- 
j)ose:l  to  ask,  whence  this  labored  argument  against  mili- 
tnry  usurpation  and  military  power,  on  this  question,  and 
at  this  particular  time  f  The  gentleman  must  unden*ate 
the  common  sense  of  tliis  Committee  very  greatly,  if  he 
supposes  that  the  drifl  of  his  declamation  on  this  extrane- 
ous and  irrelevant  topic—to  say  nothing  of  its  design — is 
■  not  as  well  understood  by  every  body  else  as  it  is  by  himself. 
Tiie  argument  of  the  gentleman  is  the  more  worthy  of  par- 
ticular notice,  and  exposure,  from  its  utter  inconsistency, 
not  only  with  his  concession  that  the  claim  for  the  cart  and 
horse  is  well  fotmded,but  with  the  whole  course  of  his  le- 
gislative conduct  in  reference  to  claims  of  this  dc  acription« 
Vol.  IV.— 65 


Now,  Sir,  after  all  that  he  has  said  on  the  subject  of 
military  usurpation,  and  the  necessity  of  resisting  claims 
growing  otit  of  such  usurpation,  the  Committee  will,  ik> 
doubt,  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  the  gentleman  himself 
has  gone  farther  than  any  member  of  Congress,  in  Sup- 
porting clainn  founded  upon  that  very  species  of  military 
usurpation,  which  he  now  so  emphatically  denounces. 
Yes,  Sir,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  drawing  from  the 
National  Treasury,  nearly  I  believe,  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars. •  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  amount  of  the  Niagara 
claims — to  indemnify  individuals  on  the  Northern  fionlier 
of  New  York,  for  iiy uriet  they  sustained  from^  the  seizure 
and  occupation,  and  actual  destruction  of  their  property, 
by  the  arm  of  military  power.  When  the  gentleman  was 
urging  this  House  to  grant  indemnification  to  those  suffer- 
ers, did  we  hear  him  declaiming  so  eloquently  upon  the 
danger  of  military  usurpations  r  Did  he  then  tell  Us  that 
there  was  an  end  of  cird  liberty,  because  the  property  of 
the  citizen  of  New  York  was  c<mverted  to  military  use, 
and  the  very  mansions,  nay,  entire  towns,  involved  in 
ruin,  by  their  military  occupation  ?  Did  he  then  maintain 
the  strange  doctrine  which  he  does  now,  that  these  rniH- 
tiTy  usurpations  should  be  discountenanced,  and  put 
down,  by  th^  singular  expedient  of  refusing  to  grant  to 
the  sufferers  any  mdcmnincation  for  the  injuries  inflicted 
upon  them  ?  No,  Sir.  Although  these  claims  grew  out  of 
military  seizures  and  trespasses,  infinitely  more  exten- 
sive and  dangerous  than  the  impressment  upon  which 
this  claim  Is  founded,  the  gentleman  did  not  utter  a  sin« 
gle  word  upon  the  subject  of  military  usurpation. 

And  yet,  sir,  at  this  time,  in  the  discussion  of  a  claim 
much  more  clearly  maintainable,  upon  the  Very  same 
principle,  he  deems  it  a  fit  occasion  to  b^ing  to  the  view 
of  tlus  committee^  in  artful  connexion  with  the  impress* 
ment  in  question,  all  that  is  odious  in  the  military  asur« 
pations  of  antiquity,  and  in  the  civil  despotism  of  modem 
times.  What  pos.sible  bearing  can  these  references  have 
upon  the  merits  of  this  claim  ?  Why  is  the  dictatorship 
of  Pompey,  and  tiie  imperial  dictatorship  of  the  second 
Cxaar,  draggled  into  a  discussion  with  which  they  have  no 
legitimate  connexion  ^  Is  it  because  General  Jackson 
was  the  ofHcer  within  whose  command  this  impressment 
was  made,  and  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  the  purpose 
to  which  this  military  usurpation  was  consecrated  ?  fs  it 
to  impress  upon  the  nation  the  danger  of  entrusting  itai 
liberties,  in  any  degree,  to  tiie  guardianship  of  a  "Mili- 
tary Chieftain '?" 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  indulged  an  earnest  hope  that 
the  appropriate  legislative  business  of  Congress  would 
not  be  embarrassed  and  delayed  by  the  introduction  of  any 
itilusions,  whether  open  or  disguised,  to  the  great  and 
agitating  question  which  now  engrosses  the  attention  of 
the  People  of  this  country.  For  my  own  part,  I  had  re- 
solved to  suppress  any  remark,  however  applicable  to 
the  qutsliun,  which  mi^ht  be  discussed  here,  which 
could  give  rise  to  any  thnig  like  party  excitement.  But 
sir,  when  I  hear  a  strain  of  declamation,  having  no  possi- 
ble bearing  upon  the  question  under  discussion,  and  of 
which  the  evident  scope  and  tendency  is  to  produce  a  po- 
litical effect,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  1  am  constrained 
to  ask  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York,  why  it  is,  that  the 
shock  which  civil  liberty  would  sustain,  and  the  counte- 
nance which  military  usurpation  would  derive  from  the 
recognition  of  claims  similar  to  the  present,  did  not  oc- 
cur to  him,  when  the  conduct  of  other  officers  was  in- 
volved, and  how  it  happens  that  this  sudden  horror  at  the 
idea  of  a  military  impressment  has  seized  him,  when  tho 
conduct  of  General  Jackson  is  incidentally  involved  ? 

Uaving  briefly  shown  the  tendency  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  1  leave  it  to  this  committee* 
and  to  the  country,  to  determine  what  was  their  design. 

Amongst  the  admirable  and  appropriate  historical  ana- 
logies with  which  we  have  been  fi&Yored,  we  have  been 


1027 


GALES  &  SEA  TON'S  REGISTER 


1028 


II.  or  R.] 


Cote  ofMarigny  lyjluUrhe* 


{jAJf.  15, 1828. 


told  by  the  geotleman  from  New  York  that  the  impress- 
ment of  pro|)erty  under  the  emergenciei  of  the  military 
service,  in  time  ot  war — emergencies  no  less  imperious 
than  the  obligation  to  defend  and  ^vc  the  Republic — is 
much  more  incompatible  with  civil  liberty  than  the  law- 
less exaction  of  ship-money,  which  nuirked  tlie  tyranny 
of  the  Englisli  Stuart :  for,  in  that  case,  it  seems  the  Peo- 
ple had  the  consolation  of  reiicciing  that  ihcy  were  plun- 
dered b)r  the  hand  of  civil  power.     Is  it  true,  tliat  there 
is  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  civil  power,  that  can  either 
consecrate  civil  despotism  or  console  its  victinu  ?    And 
are  we  to  be  seriously  told,  that  the  most  infamous  and 
profligate  civil  dynasty  that  ever  swayed  the  sceptre  of 
despotic  authority,  is  preferable  to  a  system  of  liberty 
which  recognises  no  power  but  that  of  the  laws,  except 
on  these  mere  occasions,  when  the  extreme  necessities  of 
war  demand  that  those  laws  should  be  partially  and  tem- 
porarily suspended,  as  the  only  means  of  eitecting  tiie 
public  safeW  \    Does  the  gentleman  not  know,  that,  un- 
der every  form  of  Government,  and  in  every  country,  of 
which  history  has  kept  a  record,  this  power  has  been  ex- 
ercised by  the  n>Hitary  defenders  of  the  nation,  and  that, 
in  tlie  veiy  nature  of  things,  it  must  be  exercised  by  every 
Government  charged  with  the  duty,  the  sacred  duty,  of 
maintaining  the  mdependence  and  preserving  the  ex- 
istence of  the  body  politic  !     And  yet  the  gentleman— 
such  is  his  estimate  of  civil  liberty — would  prefer  th?  do- 
minion of  the  hereditary  monarch,  exercising  tlie  power 
of  unlimited  taxation  in  peace  and  in  war,  without  any 
limitation,  either  as  to  time  or  ciKumstances,  and  without 
consulting  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  to  the  free- 
dom we  enjoy  under  this  Government,  and  under  the  mi- 
litary usages  which  have  been  habitually  recognized  and 
sanctioned  by  this  whole  People,  and'by  all  tiieir  public 
functionaries.     Sir,  if  this  be  the  opinion  which  that  gen- 
tleman entertains  of  civil  liberty,  1  do  not  envy  him  the 
exclusive  enjoyment  of  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman  to  state  what  infer- 
ence he  means  to  draw  in  reference  to  the  merits  of  this 
claim,  from  his  argument,  or  more  properly,  his  declama- 
tion, on  the  subject  of  tliis  military  power.  He  says  it  is 
a  power  extremely  dangerous.  I  grant  that  in  the  fullest 
extent.  Yet,  as  the  gentleman  has  been  constrained 
to  admit  that  it  is  a  po.wer  that  must  be  exercised  in 
cases  of  extreme  emergency,  and  has  not  pretended  to 
deny  the  existence  of  such  emergency  m  the  case 
we  are  considering,  how  is  the  claim  of  the  individual 
sufferer  invalidated  by  the  fact  that  the  injury  he  8«is- 
tained  was  inflicted  in  the  exercise  of  a  delicate  aud 
dangerous  power  ?  Suppose,  sir,  it  be  granted  that  the 
impressment  was  strictly  ille|^aU  (.and  I  am  not  disposed 
to  dispute  about  terms,)  can  it  be  seriously  believed  tbnt 
the  right  cf  the  individual  to  indemnification — a  right  ex- 
pressly guarantied  by  the  Constitution — can  be  impaired 
by  the  admission  >  Is  he  to  be  gravely  told  by  this  Go- 
vt rnment,  "true,  sir,  your  property  has  been  seized,  and 
converted  to  the  milit4ry  use  of  the  Republic,  but  as  it 
was  illegally  taken,  you  must  pocket  the  injury,  and  rest 
satisfied  with  the  consoling  reflection,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  legal  right  to  take  it  ?"  I  axn  astonished  to 
hear  such  a  solemn  mockery  of  argument  advancexl,  or  in 
any  degree  countenanced  on  this  floor.  It  has  been  urged, 
indeed,  tliat  the  refusal  to  indemnity  the  sufTcrcr  is  the 
true  mode  of  securing  the  rights  of  slave-holders  from 
siniilar  invasions  in  future  of  their  rights  of  property.  It 
would  be  just  ys  reasonable  to  say  titat  the  best  mode  of 
suppressing  highway  robbery  would  be  to  publish  a  dc 
claration  that  robberies  of  a  certain  description  would  not 
b«  punished. 

The  impressment  in  question  was  made  under  ciccum- 
stances  which  furnished  the  stronjjest  possible  justifica- 
tion of  the  officer,  it  was  essential  to  defend  from  pU- 
Jage  and  desolation  a  city  wliich  is  the  key  to  onc-thirJ 


part  of  this  Union  ;  .aiul  I  should  regard  it  as  a  disgrace 
to  the  Government,  if  it  were  to  refuse  its  sanction  to  this* 
alnong  other  cases,  of  a  similar  nature,  and  to  attempt  to 
avoid  paying  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  upon  the  misera- 
ble subterfuge  of  the  technical  dlegality  of  the  impressment. 
Having  exposed  the  drift  and  inconsistency  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  the  object  I  had 
in  view  in  rising  is  accomplished.  I  did  not  intend*  when 
I  rose,  to  utter  a  word  on  the  merits  of  this  claim,  but  to 
limit  myself  to  the  task  of  proving  that  the  speecli  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  was  neither  eonsistenl  with 
itself,  nor  with  his  general  course  in  relation  to  similar 
claims.  On  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  claim,  I  think  it 
would  be  difficult  to  speak  pertinentljr  to  the  question 
more  than  fifteen  minutes.  In  conclusion,  I  will  submit 
a  word  or  two — contrary  to  my  intention  when  I  rose — 
upon  the  principle  which  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  govern, 
the  decinon  of  the  Committee. 

Every  gentleman  who  has  participated  in  this  debate — 
there  may  be  possibly  a  single  exception — has  admitted 
unequivocally  that  negro  slaves  are  property.  Then,  sir, 
I  submit  this  question  to  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  this 
claim.  If  the  other  property  impressed  be  the  proper 
subject  of  indemnification,  upon  what  principle  can  this 
species  of  property  be  exdudeil  from  the  benefit  ot  a  si- 
milar indemnity  ?  The  injury  is  the  same  to  the  owi^er-- 
the  benefit  is  the  same  to  the  Governmeut — and  it  is  im- 
possible to  res'st  the  claim,  disguise  it  as  we  may,  but  up- 
on the  latent  assumption  that  negro  slaves  are  not  proper* 
ty.  I  therefore  liope  that  those  gentlemen  who  have 
conceded  to  them  the  character  of  property,  will  exhibit 
a  consistency  between  their  words  and  their  actions,  by 
voting  for  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  STORRS,  said  that  the  gentlemao  from  SoulU 
Carolintf  had  misunderstood  him,  or  he  would  have  seen 
the  ground  on  which  he  had  drawn  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  impressment  of  other  property  and  the  im- 
pressment of  a  slave.     1  said  expressly,  observed  Mr.  S., 
uiat,  if  I  were  ao  officer,  and  a  pressing  emergency  pre- 
sented itself,  I  would  myself  take  private  property  for 
the  public  use,  and  trust  to  my  Government  for  indenmity. 
I  have  always  voted  to  indemnify  officers  for  so  doing 
where  I  thought  that  necessity  justified  the  act,  and 
where  no  great  principle  was  violated.     I  stated*  the 
other  day,  that  if  the  officer  had  exercised  his  dlscretioa 
in  a  fair  and  proper  manner,  we  are  bound  to  indemoify 
him  ;  but  to  indemnify  him  as  a  trespasser — and  becaa^ 
he  could  have  no  other  indemnity  than  that  which  pro- 
ceeded from  our  act.     This  is  the  principle  which  is  cob- 
tended  against  now.     I  think  the  exercise  of  such  power 
j  is  an  evil ;  but  if  it  is  fairly  exercise«l,  I  would  never  re- 
■  fuse  to  indemnify  the  oflicer.     I  voted  to  indenuiify  Gei^ 
I  Swartwout,  and,^  on  anotlier  occasion,  to  rndemnify  Gen. 
i  Brown  ;  but  I  Siiid,   in  relation  to  slaves,  I   never  w«7uM 
i  consent  that  an  officer  sliould  exercise  this  £screiion. 
,  It  is  too  dangerous.     The  safety  of  a  large  p<Mlion  ot  this 
'  Union  is  too  deeply  concerned  ;  and  thoug'h  I  would  Ic- 
demnify  for  the  taking  of  other  property,  1  would  alaaji* 
make  this  an  exception.     This  was  Uie  jground  1  took, 
and  in  this  doctrine  I  can  perceive  nothing  to  justify  i 
charge  of  inconsistency — if  there  is  Inconsistency  in  tbl>. 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has,  in4eciU   ^ie«' 
me  to  be  so  ;  but  1  cannot  consider  the  suggestion  as  s'-y 
thing  more  than  the  very  common  parliamentary  ar^ 
I  ment  to  refute  a  proposition  tliat  can  be  successfully  ila' 
in  no  other  way. 
I      Mr.  McDUFFIE  rejoined, 

I  Mr.  DRAYTON  now  obuined  the  floor,  and  w*apro- 
I  ceedingas  he  said  to  sliew  the  inctmsistency  and  contn- 
I  diction  which  had  been  manifested  by  the  gentleman  fr??* 
1  New  York,  when  he  yi<?Uled  the  fl**or  to 
j  Mp.  HAMILTON,  wlio  moved  that,  as  the  hour  «*- 
I  now  lulCj  I  lie  Coinmiucc  slvuld  rise. 
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The  Committee  rose  according:ly,  reported  progress, 
tad  asked  leave  to  sit  again  ;  ami  the  question  being  on 
gi-anting  leave,  it  |MS8ed  in  the  ncgative^Ayes  69,  Noes 
77. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  and  amendment,  and  that  the  bill  be  recommiUed  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims  \  but 

Mr.  BIcDUFFlR  expressing  a  desire  that  the  bill  should 
pow  pass, 

Mp.  RANDOLPH  divided  his  motion,  and  the  question 
being  put  on  discharging  the  Committee,  it  passed  in  the 
Atnrmative. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  thert  said,  I  now  renew  the.  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill — and  I  will  state  my  reasons  for  making 
It.  1  said,  when  I  attempted  to  exculpate  myself  from 
the  implied  censure  of  the  gentleman  from.  New  York, 
that  I  did  not  read  the  reports  of  the  committees,  but  I 
did  not  mean,  by  this,  that  1  did  not  look  at  the  facts  in 
the  cases  on  which  they  report— my  habit  is  to  look  at 
the  evidence  and  to  look  at  the  bill,  and  then. to  trust  to 
the  discussion  for  the  rest ;  because,  sir,  there  is  a  physi- 
cal impossibility  that  I  should  read  all  we  print  (for 
whose  benefit  I  don't  know,  certainly  not  for  ours,  or  the 
People's.)  But  it  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  there  is  in  this 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims— what  shall  1  call  it  ? 
I  will  notgive  it  any  character— but  it  is  reasoning  that  1 
cannot  subscribe  to.  The  report  would  have  us  pay  for 
the  cart  and  liorse.  but  not  for  the  slave— but  the  owner 
lost  the  one  as  well  as  the  other— and  I  used  the  maxim 
inter  arma  sikni  leges  as  sUting  the  fact,  not  justifying  it- 
lie  has  lost  his  property— it  is  gone— it  wsntjiagranie 
bello,  and  the  sole  point  is,  shall  he  be  paid  for  it  ?  Whe- 
ther  token  lawfully  or  unlawfully,  still  it  must  be  paid 
for— if  it  was  taken  lawfully  it  sho'uM  be^  as  my  colleague 
'^Mr.P.P.  Barbovr]  has  conclusively  proved — as  he  proves 
every  thing— tlicn,  a  fortiori^  it  should  be  paid  for  if 
taken  unUwfully.  It  is  because  i  dissent  fr6m  the  doc- 
trine in  the  report  that  1  have  now  moved  to  re-commit 
the  bill  and  report— and  why  re-Commit  ?  Because,  if  we 
refuse  to  do  so,  we  do  practically  sustain  the  doctrine 
and  adopt  the  reasoning  of  the  Committee.  I  thought  I 
heard,  substantially,  the  same  doctrine  on  a  question  in 
comparison  to  whieii  even  that  between  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
is  of  little  moment— I  mean  the  question,  -who  shall  be  the 
next  roller  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment 
He  did  not  desire,  after  the  discussion  which  had  token 
place,  to  have  a  decision  defeated  by  any  interlocutory 
matter  or  measure.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  disposed 
of  until  an  opportunity  was  afforded  of  tokiiig  the  question 
upon  it. 

[Mr.  RANDOLPH  here,  speaking  across,  said,  I  will 
withdraw  it,  then.  Mr.  HAMILTON  expressing  some  sur- 
prise  at  the  interruption— Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  not  declar- 
ed his  willingness  to  withdraw  the  motion  from  the  least 
unwillingne»  to  listen  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.] 

Mr.  HAMILTON  resumed.  T  am  persuaded  it  ca:'»not 
be  from  impatience  to  hear,  that  the  gentleman  was  so 
hasty  in  withdrawing  :  for,  surely,  if  one  good  turn  de- 
serves another,  that  gentleman  ought  to  be  the  last  to  re- 
fuse that  attention  to  others  which  he  alwsys  receives 
hinaself.  I  hope.  Sir,  when  the  whole  argument  is  clear; 
when  the  batUe  has  been  fought  and  the  field  is  just 
about  to  be  decided,  that  the  bill  will  not  be  recommit- 
t  e<L  After  1  fight  a  battle,  I  wish  cither  to  beat  or  be 
beaten. 

Mr.  WUITTLESRY  now  renewed  the  motion  which 
Mr.  Raksolph  had  withdrawn,  to  recommit  the  bill. 
lie  desired  this,  in  order  that  the  Committee  of  Claims,  as 
v/ell  as  the  House,  might  be  enabled  lo  obtain  »  correct 


view  of  the  facts.  This  they  had  not  yet  had,  for  want 
of  the  necessary  testimony,  and  it  was  a  rule  in  all  the 
Committees  of  the  House,  where  testimony  was  not  sufB- 
cient  fully  to  establish  the  claim,  to  make  an  unfavourable 
report ;  but,  then,  they  do  not  turn  away  the  claimant  by 
a  final  rejection  :  they  determine  on  the  principle  involv- 
ed in  his  claim,  and  he  may  afterwards  farther  estoblish 
his  facts,  if  he  can.  If  there  is  a  disposition  in  this  House, 
said  Mr.  W.,  to  pay  for  the  loss  or  injury  of  this  property, 
the  case  at  least  should  be  scrutinized  by  the  same  rule 
as  other  cases.  If  this  is,  indeed,  a  case  of  impressment 
the  Committee  should  have  evidence  that  such  was  the 
fact.  The  impressment  is  the  leading  fact  in  the  case, 
and  the  im])ressment  is  not  proved.  It  surely  does  not 
follow,  because  the  slave  is  property,  and  because  he  was 
injured  hi  the  service  of  the  United  States,  that,  therefore, 
he  must  have  been  impressed  into  that  service.  It  is  ne- 
cessary to  know  whether  his  master  did  not  take  or  send 
him  voluntarily  into  the  public  ser\'ice  ;  whether  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  risk  or  not ;  and  on  this  point  the  Com- 
mittee are  without  any  satisfactory  evidence. 

Mr.  GURLEY,  ef  I^ou.  now  desired  to  renew  in  the 
House  the  amendment  4ie  had  oflTered  in  the  Committee  ; 
but  the  motion  was  declared  not  in  order  until  the  recom- 
mitment was  decided  on. 

Mr.  M«DUrFIE  would  add  one  word.  Would  the  re- 
commitment gratify  the  gentleman  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims  ?  if  not,  he  could  see  no  good  result  from  it — 
what  are  we  to  refer  f  The  Committee  have  reported  in 
favor  of  paying  for  the  cart  and  horse,  and  the  self-same 
principle  is  involved  in  paying  for  the  slave. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  replied— The  Committee  have  no 
Evidence  that  the  slave  who  was  injured  was  in  possession 
of  the  cart  and  horse.  There  were  five  slaves  token — but 
whether  this  slave,  or  some  other  of  the  five,  was  with 
the  cart  when  it  was  taken,  does  not  a|>pear.  The  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  have  never  reported  favorably 
where  the  evidence  was  imperfect — nor  has  the  House 
evef  sanctioned  such  a  practice.  Let  the  owner  come 
here  and  fill  the  chasm  in  the  testimony,  and  then  the 
Committee  can  report  with  proper  facts  in  their  posses, 
sion.  Mr.  W.  disclaimed  every  thing  like  irritated  feel- 
ing in  relation  to  this  ease — and  regretted  that  he  could 
not  have  had  an  opportunity,  at  a  proper  period  of  the 
debate,  of  expressing  more  fully  his  views.  He  would 
not  new  detain  the  House  to  do  so,  and  he-  conclude 
ed  by  expressing  his  hope  that  the  House  would  not 
refuse  to  the  Committee  the  testimony  which  they  call- 
ed for.  . 

Mr.  H  VMILTON  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
been  unfortunate,  to  say  no  more,  in  selecting  this  late 
h  jur  to  declare,  for  the  first  time,  the  defect  in  testimony 
to  which  he  has  now  alluded.  If  the  Committee  doubt- 
ed the  competence  of  the  evidence  before  them,  he  (Mr. 
H.)  had  certoinly  never  heard  of  it  before.  How  soon 
could  the  eentleman  have  cut  short  the  debate  which  had 
so  long  agitoted  the  House,  if  he  had  apprised  them  that 
tl^y  were  al]  this  while  discusing  a  case  which,  after  all, 
was  purely  hypothetical.  But  now — at  the  moment  the 
final  blow  is  about  to  struck,  he  makes  an  objection  to  the 
testimony  of  the  facts.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  recom- 
mitment. 1  do  not  wisli  to  have  a  side-blow  like  this  af- 
ter a  discussion  of  five  days.  If  the  gentleman  has  any 
thing  to  say  relating  to  the  certificate  on  file,  let  him  say 
it,  and  let  us  have  a  decision. 

Mr.  GURLEY  now  said,  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  intimated  that  the  testimony  of  the  impressment 
was  incomplete,  he  would,  for  his  satisfaction  on  this  point, 
send  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  number  of  affidavhs  going 
most  fully  to  settle  that  point— and  which  he  desired  to 
have  read. 

The  affidavits  were  about  to  be  read,  when  an  ad* 
journment  took  place. 
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Wednispat,  Jaituabt  16,  1828. 
MILITIA  COURTS  MARTIAL. 

The  Tlouse  a|p\in  resumed  the  cnnsUleratlon  of  the 
resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Sloarx,  of  Ohio,  on  the  llth 
instant  : 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  WicKiiFFE,  on  the  14th  instant,  to  strike  out  from 
the  resolution  all  that  part  of  it  after  the  word  *•  deci- 
sions/' and  to  insert  the  following,  to  wit  : 

•'And  also  to  furnish  copies  of  all  papers,  letters,  and 
documents,  relating  to  said  Court  Martial ;  copies  of  all 
orders,  Gpeneral  or  special,  made  or  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
concerning  or  relating  to  the  length  of  service  of  the  de- 
Uchment  of  the  Tentv  rsce  Militia,  detailed  under  the  or- 
der of  the  Governor  ol  :,uid  State,  iwued  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  ai\erwarda  placed  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Pipkin  \  also,  copies  of  tlie 
muster  and  pay  rolls  of  said  militiamen,  which  nwy  be  on 
file  in  the  Department  of  War  :" 

Mr.  SLOANE  said,  that  he  thought  it  pa*oper  to  re- 
mark, that,  as  there  was  no  difference  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wickliffb]  (who  had  yes- 
terday moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolution)  and  him- 
self, as  to  the  object  in  view,  he  was  prepared  to  adopt 
the  amendment,  and  he  had  therefore  modified  his  reso- 
lution BO  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

*'And  to  furnish  copies  of  any  orders  of  the  President 
or  Secretory  of  War,  by  wbicli,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
discretion  vested  in  the  President  by  the  8th  section  of 
the  act  of  the  18th  April,  1814,  the  term  of  service  of  tlie 
Tennessee  Militia  may  have  been  extended  beyond  three 
months  ;  and  if  no  such  order  exist  on  file  in  the  War 
Department,  to  state  that  fact  to  this  House  \  and,  also, 
to  nimish  copies  of  any  correspondence  in  the  War  De- 
partment between  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War, 
and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during  the  late  war,  on 
the  subiect  of  the  lime  which  the  drafted  militia  of  said 
State  should  be  required  to  serve  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States." 

After  some  explanation  between  the  Speaker,  Mr. 
Sloavx^  and  Mr.  WzcKUFrx,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  mo- 
dification-— 

Mr.  BUCflANAN  said,  he  had  an  amendment  to  offer 
to  the  resolution,  which  would  afford  the  gentlenr.an  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Wickliffb]  time  to  examine  and  under 
stwid  it,  in  its  present  form,  as  it  had  been  modi6ed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sloane]  He  was  pleas- 
ed that  such  a  resolution  had  been  moved,  because  the 
subject  bad  already  excited  much  public  interest ;  indeed, 
it  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole  nation.  He 
wished  to  have  presented  before  the  American  People 
the  documents,  and  all  the  documents,  which  related  to 
this  transaction. 

It  would  seem,  from  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  in  its 
original  form,  ihat  its  intention  was  rather  to  implicate  the 
then  Governor  of  Tennessee  than  thedistingtiished  indivi- 
dual who  Was  now  so  conspicuously  within  the  public 
view.  Even  in  its  present  modified  state,  it  does  not  em- 
brace all  the  documents  which  it  is  proper  we  should  ob- 
toin.  The  People  of  this  country  feel  a  deep  interest  in 
every  thing  which  relates  to  the  character  and  conduct  of 
that  individual.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  that  the 
whole  case  should  be  brought  before  this  House,  and  the 
public.  [He  then  moved  an  amendment,  which  called 
for  a  copy  of  the  order  issued  by  Govemor  Blount  to 
General  Jackson.] 

Mr.  &.  said,  he  would  state  his  reason  for  this  motion 
He  had  observed  in  the  public  papers,  some  time  ago,  a 
copy  of  the  order  issued  by  Governor  Bloimt  to  General 
Jackson,  in  May,  18U.    If  tl&is  copy  were  authentic—and 


he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  its  authenticity— it  would  cart 
a  blaze  of  light  upon  the  subject.  H'  any  person  could, 
by  possibillity,  be  implicated,  it  would  be  Gov:  Blount, 
and  not  General  Jackson. 

In  that  order,  the  Governor  explicitly  declares,  «hat  ii 
was  issued  In  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  Major 
General  Pinckney.  It  commanded  General  Jackson  to 
order  out  one  thousand  men  of  the  second  division  of 
Tennessee  militia,  for  the  term  of  six  months,  unless  they 
should  be  sooner  discharged  by  the  Preaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  it  declared,  that  this  latitude,  in  relation 
to  the  call,  had  been- given  by  instructions  from  the  War 
Department.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  General  Jack- 
son  was,  at  that  time,  an  officer  in  the  militia,  and  not  of 
the  regular  army.  He  was  bound  to  obey  this  order  of 
the  Governor  of  liis  own  §Ute  ;  and  it  could  never  have 
occurred  to  him  to  inquire  whether  that  officer  had  law- 
ful authority  to  issue  it,  especiallv  when  upon  itsface»  it 
contained  an  express  recital  of  such  authoriUr.  If  this  order 
did  issue,  it  will  shew  conclusively  Ihsl,  if  there  be  any 
question  in  the  case,  it  has  an  immediate  bearing  upon 
Gov.  Blount,  and  not  upon  General  Jackson.  Mr.  B. 
wished  to  have  a  copy  of  this  order.  No  doubt  the  Gov- 
ernor had  transmitted  it  to  the  War  Department,  under 
whose  authority  he  had  been  acting.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Sloavx]  would  accept  his  amendment  as  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SLOANE  now  signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
modification  proposed  by  Mr.  BucHAKAK,andthe  resolu- 
tion having  been  read,  as  modified—  ^ 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  amend  it,,  by  striking  €>ut 
tlie  following  :  *  ..    »      - j 

"And  to  furnish  copies  of  any  orders  of  the  PresulcnX 
or  Secretary  of  War,  by  which,  in  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion vested  in  the  President,  by  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  of  18th  April,  18U,  the  term  of  service  of  ihc 
Tennessee  Militia  may  have  been  extended  beyond  three 
months  ;  and,  if  no  such  order  exists  on  file  m  ihc  War 
Department,  to  state  that  fact  to  this  House  :  And  also,  to 
furnish  copies  of  any  correspondence  in  the  War  De- 
partment between  the  President  or  Secretary  of  Mar 
and  the  -Governor  of  Tennessee,  during  the  late  War,  on 
the  subject  of  the  time  which  the  dniflcd  mUttia  of  sakl 
State  should  be  required  to  serve  in  the  armies  of  tl.e 
United  States." 

In  support  of  this  amendment, 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said,  he  had  risen  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  Ihe  gentleman's  resolution  as  now  modifi- 
ed. It  is  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
calls  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  copies  of  any  orders 
made  by  the  President,  under  the  discretion  given  by  the 
act  of  1814,  by  which  the  length  of  service  of  the  Tea- 
nessee  militia  was  extended,  and  also  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  Governor  Blount  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  upon  the  length  of  time  which  the  nuliiiA 
of  Tennessee  were  bound  to  serve. 

I  will,  said  Mr.  W.  briefly  stale  my  reason  for  this  mo- 
tion. I  have  no  disposition  to  discuss  the  merits  or  point 
to  the  objecU  to  be  effected  by  this  resolution.  1  would 
rather  leave  that  task  to  the  People  «  they  will  not  &a 
correctly  to  appreciate  the  great  public  utility  to  be  pro- 
moted by  the  important  disclosures  which  are  to  fuilow 
the  gentleman's  call  fi>r  information. 

The  mover  of  this  resolution  avowed  his  object  to  be  a 
desire  to  obuin  all  the  information  in  the  DepaKment  <rf 
War,  connected  with  the  Court  Martial  and  Uie  six  mfl.* 
tiamen.     His  resolution,  if  n.odified  as  proposed  by  me« 
will  give  him  all  the  documents  which  belong  to  that  rub>- 
ject.     He  desires  a  copy  of  •  *any  order  or  regulat}«>c«    i 
made  by  the  President,  under  the  act  of  H$l4,*'by  whicti    \ 
the  term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  mtfitia  vas  extender* 
to  six  months.    I  am  satisfied,  and  so  must  be  the  gentle*   j 
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man,  that  no  siicli  order  cvei*  was  made,  eithcp  aa  relates 
to  the  militia  of  Tennessee  or  any  other  State,  save  to  the 
I  requisitions  which  may  have  been  made  firom  time  to 

time  upon  the  Executive  of  the  respective  States,  by  the 
I  letters  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  calling  upon  them  to  de- 

,  tail  tlieir  quota  of  men.    Why  then  call  for  a  cony  of  a  pa- 

I  per  which  we  believe^  and  whKsh  the  public  nave  been 

,  assured,  does  not  and  never  did  exist '    If  such  an  order 

were  on  file,  would  we  have  the  call  for  it  ?     1  will  not 
answer  the  question.     If  it  is  not  there,  I  am  to  be  told 
j  the  Secretary  is  called  upon  "  to  state  the  fiicfs."    We 

ask  for  a  thing  which  we  know  we  cannot  get ;  and  if  we 
could  get  it  we  would  not  ask  it. 
The  object  avowed,  or  seemed  to  be  avowed  by  the 
j         gentleman  from  Ohio,  is  to  ascertain  the  nf>ain  fact,  how 
iong  these  meti,  I  mean  the  six  militia  men,  were  bound 
to  serve.     T-o  obtain  this  object,   can  it  be  necessary  to 
call  upon  the  Secretary  to  inform  us  that  President  Madi- 
•on  and  the  Secretary  of  War  failed  to  discharge  their 
duty  in  omitting  to  enter  upon  the  records  of  the  Office 
of  War,  tlmt  the  militia  called  into  service  from  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  should  serve  six  months,  three  months,  or 
any  other  term  of  lime  ?     I  repeat,  the  important  fact  in 
this  investigation  is  to  know  whether  the  detachment  of 
militia,  of  which  the*  six  shot  for  mutiny  and  desertion 
were  a  part,  were  called  into  service  for  six  months.     An 
answer  to  this  question,  full  and  complete,  must  be  given 
in  responding  to  the  resolution  as  proposed  to  be  modifi- 
ed.   If  the  gentleman's  object  was  a  reformation  of  the 
militia  law  of  the  last  war,  which  has  performed  its  func- 
tions ;  if  he  designed  to  arraign  the  then  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  his  Secretary  of  War,  for  a  dere- 
liction of  duty,  perhaps  the  information  sought  might  be 
proper  as  a  preliminary  step.     No  such  purpose  is  intend- 
ed or  expected.     I  do  not  understand  this  resolution  to 
to  be  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  distinguished  citi- 
zen who  then  filled  the  Presidential  chair. 

Unless  gentlemen  will  close  their  eyes,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  see  its  tendency.  It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  it.  Why 
has  this  business  slept  so  long  }  Why  has  it  not  excited 
the  patriotic  sensibilities  of  the  statesmen  who  have  fil- 
led this  hall  for  the  last  fifteen  years  ?  Is  there  a  mem- 
ber on  this  floor  who  does  not  believe  the  effect  of  this 
resolution  is  most  anxiously  Icoked  to,  as  appalling  to 
the  hopes  of  the  gentleman  whose  fame  has  been  assail- 
ed by  every  art  which  intrigue  and  falsehood  could  in- 
vent ?  1  will  not  say  that  such  is  the  desire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  or  those  here  who  act  with  him. 

I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  strip  this  sub- 
ject of  all  extraneous  matter.  I  wisli  to  present  it  naked 
to  the  public  ^^e.  The  man  whose  character  has  been 
assailed  on  account  of  the  execution  of  the  six  militiamen, 
seeks  no  concealment.  His  conduct  on  this,  as  on  all 
other  occasions  when  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  will  stand  the  test  of  hiunan  scrutiny  and 
of  time. 

I  object  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  calls  for 
th*  correspondence  between  Governor  Blount  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  same  reasons.     That  corres- 
pondence has  nothing  to  do  with  the  six  militiamen.     It 
relsates  exclusively  to  other  detachments  of  militia,  cal- 
led, into  service  under  the  authority-of  the  State.    When 
the  Creek  Indiana  commenced  hostilities,  and  threatened 
devastation  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Southwest,  the  Le^s- 
lature   of  that  truly  gaHant  and   patriotic   State,  with 
a.    promptitude  which  did  honor  to  its  members,  called 
ou  t  the  militia,  without  regard  as  to  the  duration  of  ser- 
vice, and  placed  them  under  the  command  of  a  Genera] 
who; was  destined  to  conquer.     Some  of  the  tro<Jps  were 
detailed  for  three  months,  some  for  six  months,  others 
fckv  no  definite  period.     These  troops  were  afterward  or- 
dered into  the  service  of  the  United  States.    In  the  midst 
uf  difficulties  which  no  other  man  but  Jackson  would 


have  surmounted— in  the  heart  of  an  enemy's  country— 
with  a  starving  and  suffering  soldiery,  unable  to  advance^ 
and  unwilling  to  retreat,  the  time  ftir  which  the  greater 
portion  of  his  men  had  agreed  to  serve  was  about  to  em- 
pire, or  had  expired :  then  it  was  that  the  correspond- 
ence which  gentlemen  so  much  desire,  commenced :  then 
it  was  that  it  became  a  matter  of  enquiry  with  the  Com- 
mandii).^  Gi-neral,  the  Government,  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  what  length  of  tinjc  these  Tennessee  militiia  were 
bound  to  serve.  What  has  this  to  do  with  the  six  mili- 
tiamen who  were  detailed  and  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  on  the  20th  June,  1814,  for  a  six 
months'  tour. 

This  correspondence  has  been  seized,  (by  those  wbo«(f 
employments  for  the  last  twelve  months  has  been  to  mis' 
lead  the  public  mind,)  and  connected  with  the  militiA 
who  mutinied  at  Fort  Strother,  in  September,  1814.  This- 
correspondence  has  furnished  aliment  fot  the  malicQ 
which  has  been  employed  in  the  abuse  of  that  man  wUose 
reputation  is  the  property  of  his  country.  We  have 
beard  it  said,  and  seen  it  published,  that  these  militiamen 
had  served  out  their  time,  and  that  Jackson  had  illegally 
and  wantonly  shed  the  innocent  blood  of  his  fellow  men. 
Yes,  nr,  afler  this  misrepresentation  had  gone  the 
rounds,  during  the  late  Summer's  campaign,  with  cold 
reluctance,  after  persevering  application,  we  were  inform- 
ed, officially,  that  they  were  mustered  uito  the  service 
for  six  months. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  call  ibr  this  correspondence,  not 
because  I  dread  its  disclosure  ;  no,  sir,  it  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question.  It  will  only  mislead  the  public 
mtn(l.  If  it  is  given  connected  witli  that  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son upon  the  same  subject,  it  will  shed  a  lustre  upon  the 
talents  and  patriotism  of  him  whose  destniction  seems 
to  be  essential  to  the  future  hopes  of  others.  We  will 
see,  in  the  langfuage  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  true  Uoman* 
one  "  who  possesses  more  of  the  devoted  feeling  which 
in  the  love  of  country  forgets  selfj  than  any  man  now 
living." 

Mr.  BELL  said,  it  w'ould,  perhaps,  not  be  in  order  to 
entef  into  any  general  discussion -of  the  merits  jof  the  re< 
solution,  nor  of  the  objects  intended  to  be  attained  by  it, 
further  than  might  be  necessary  to  express  his  views,  brief* 
ly,  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  gentleman  ft*om  Kentucky,  so  far  as  it  proposed  to 
strike  out  those  words,  which,  if  adopted  as  part  of  the 
resolution,  would  give  the  Secretary  of  War  any  latitude 
of  remark,  upon  what  may  not  be  found  upon  record  in 
his  Department.  I  certainly  would  not  think  of  intruding 
myselffor  one  moment  upon  the  indulgence  of  tlie  House, 
said  Mr.  B^  seeing  so  many  abler  men  around  me  ready  to 
take  up  the  subject,  if  1  did  not  perceive  that  the  pur- 
pose of  ths  resolution  may  be  to  arraign,  before  the  tri- 
bunal  of  the  public,  the  character  of  a  distinguished  cU 
tizen,  who  resides  in  my  own  immediate  neighborhood. 
Under  this  impression,  I  feel  myself  called  upon  bv  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  notice  an  attack  made  on  him,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  unmerited  and  unjust,  for  the  same  reason 
that  I  would  feel  it  my  duty  to  defend  the  repytation  of 
every  other  private  citizen  of  the  district  I  liave  the  ho- 
nor to  represent,  and  who  could  not  be  heard  in  his  own 
defence  on  this  floor.  ^  I  acknowledge,  however,  that  I 
may  possibly  do  injustice  to  the  intentions  of  the  mover 
of  the  resolution,  in  supposing  that  the  conduct  of  the 
distinguished  individual  I  have  alluded  to,  is  alone  to  be 
the  subject  of  investigation.  Judging  from  what  ap. 
pears  upon  the  face  of  the  resolution,  and  the  imperfect 
avowal  of  the  mover,  as  to  what  may  be  his  motive,  it  is 
lefl  doubtful  whether  one  or  all  of  several  gentlemen  of 
distinction,  are  intended  to  be  the  object  of  attack.  It 
may  be  intended  to  disturb  the  repose  of  a  late  President 
of  the  United  States :  for,  if  it  shall  turn  out  to  be  true, 
that  Mr.  Madison  did  pcrtnit  a  Secretary  of  War  to  invest 
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the  Goremor  of  a  State,  dtirmv  the  late  war,  with  im- 
portant discretionaiy  powers,  without  his  authority,  and 
Buffered  a  latee  detachment  of  militia  to  be  called  into 
service  for  the  purpose  of  manning  several  important 
posts,  situated  st  a  great  distance  from  the  States  from 
vrbence  tliey  were  drawn,  without  ^vtng  any  instruction 
for  retaining  them  in  service  for  six  months,  when  it  is 
evident  that  the  shorter  term  of  three  months  must  have 
been  chiefly  consumed  in  distributing  them  amon^  the 
posts  to  which  they  were  ordered,  then  was  he  guiUy  of 
a  most  gross  and  criminal  omission  of  duty.  If  a  late  Se- 
cretary of  War  proceeded  to  exercise  such  extensive 
powers  without  the  sanction  of  the  President,  or  failed  to 
renew  his  instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  ac- 
cording to  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  war,  then  was  he  guilty  of  a  usurpation  of  autliori- 
ty,  or  a  neglect  of  an  important  duty.  I  confess  I  am  not 
ready  to  admit  that  a  late  Governor  of  Tennessee  could 
be  cfisrged  with  any  gross  impropriety  of  conduct,  in  pro- 
ceeding  to  act  under  discretionary  powers,  conferred 
without  any  other  limit  as  to  the  time  in  which  they  were 
to  be  considered  operative,  than  the  termination  of  the 
war,  even  if  the  fact  be  that  his  instructions  were  not  re- 
newed in  the  Spring  of  1814.  But  how  a  charge  of  im- 
proper conduct,  or  responsibility  for  the  blunders  and 
omisuons  of  others,  if  any  such  there  were,  can  be  fixed 
upon  the  mere  instrument  and  organ  appointed  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  his  superiors  in  of' 
fice  $  how  such  a  charge  can  be  fixed  upon  the  distinguish- 
ed individual  to  whom  1  have  more  than  once  alluded,  for 
retaining  in  service  the  detachment  of  militia  referred  to 
in  the  resolution,  during  a  term  of  six  months,  and  treat- 
ing tliem  accordingly,  when  it  is  known  that  he  ordered 
out  that  detachment,  acting  then  as  Major  General  of  mi- 
litia, and  that,  in  doinr  so,  he  obeyed,  as  he  was  bound 
to  do,  an  order  from  tlie  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, expressly  stating,  upon  the  face  of  it,  that  the 
detachment  was  to  serve  six  months,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  authorized  that  latitude  of  the  call,  is  to 
me  most  incomprehensible.  But  if  it  be  against  him  that 
this  resolution  is  intended  to  operate,  titen  1  would  re- 
mind gentlemen  tliat  they  begin  their  attacks  at  the 
wrung  end,  and  that  there  is  but  little  ntagnanimity  in 
striking  at  the  tail,  instead  of  tlie  head,  of  the  oflfending 
series  of  public  agents. 

Jle  this,  however,  as  it  may,  and  we  shall  know  more, 
and  hear  more,  too,  perhaps,  upon  this  subject,  when  the 
Secretary  shall  have  made  his  report,  yet,  I  feel  bound, 
in  courtesy,  to  believe  that  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
IK)  matter  against  whom  the  attack  may  be  meditated, 
would  not  have  proceeded  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  en- 
quiry of  such  a  nature  in  this  House,  unless  he  expected 
some  public  benefit  to  result  from  it.  No  other  motive 
could,  in  my  opinion,  justify  such  a  step.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  illiberal  to  suppose  him  capable  of  a  design 
to  avail  himself  of  any  improper  or  unfair  means  to  ad- 
vance his  purpose  \  it  being  in  extreme  cases  only,  that 
the  public  good  may  be  consulted  by  the  sacrifice  of  jus- 
tice and  candor.  But  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman  himself 
to  say  whether  this  liberal  presumption  can  continue  to 
operate  in  his  favor,  if,  while  he  seeks  to  give  weight  to 
an  accusation,  by  the  noUce  this  house  may  take  ot  it,  he 
still  persists  in  the  attempt  to  bring  it  forward,  bolstered 
up  by  the  opinions  and  arguments  of  an  officer  of  this 
Government,  high  in  authority  and  patronage.  Tliis 
House  should  act  on  this  subject,  as  upon  all  others,  free 
from  every  bias.  The  prejudices  of  our  minds  should  be 
discarded,  if  possible,  and  certainly  we  should  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  infiuence  of  the  prejudices  of  others.  Could 
a  more  dangerous  precedent  be  established,  in  cases  of 
this  nature,  than  to  allow  the  opinions  of  the  high  officers 
attached  to  the  Kxecutive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  cast  their  weight  into  the  balance  against  the 


reputation  of  a  private  citizen,  who,  for  some  cause  or 
other,  has  become  obnoxious  to  them  ?  I  would  not  be 
nnderstood  as  speaking  harshly  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  anticipation  of  what  his  opinions  may  be.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  know  what  his  opinions  or  prejudices  may  be 
upon  this  subject,  nor  is  it  material  to  the  argument  whe- 
ther they  are  one  wav  or  the  other ;  my  purpose,  in  arl- 
dressing  the  House,  being  not  to  oppose  the  utmost  lati- 
tude which  can  be  given  to  a  call  for  facts,  from  which 
we  have  nothing  to  fear,  but  to  ask  that  every  pretext 
shall  be  taken  away  from  the  honorable  Secretary*,  for  at- 
tempting to  assist  our  judgments,  by  the  exercise  of  his 
own.  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  fro  n  Ohio,  hi  agree- 
ing to  modify  the  resolution  in  one  point,  has  acknow- 
ledged that  there  are  gentleman  on  this  floor,  (of  course 
I  would  not  be  included  in  the  number,)  wlio  are  compe- 
tent to  decide  what  laws  were  in  force  fourteen  years 
ago,  and  under  what  laws  certain  important  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  public  defence,  without  an  appeal  to 
the  leaniing  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
^  I  have  no  disposition  to  deUy  the  decision  (rf  this  ques- 
tion, by  any  farther  discussifin  of  it  on  my  part.  I  would, 
however,  respectfully  suggest  to  tlie  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution, tliat  if  he  still  thinks  any  great  public  interest 
can  be  secured,  by  attempting  to  bring  down  reproach 
upon  the  character  of  the  distinguished  citizen  so  often 
alluded  to,  his  patriotic  intentions  will  be  best  promoted, 
by  avoiding  all  suspicion  of  unfair  dealing  in  the  process 
wiiich  shall  be  adopted  for  that  purpose  :  for  I  scarcelv 
need  remind  that  gentleman,  that,  by  a  TCty  large  pro- 
portion  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  the  Unite<l  States^  he  is 
thought  to  have  deser%'ed  well  of  his  country  :  nay,  I  am 
convinced  they  would  believe  witli  reluctance  that  /le 
was  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  and,  if  1  am  not 
greatly  deceived,  the  nation  at  large  could,  uot  see  but 
with  deep  concern,  one  of  tlic  chief  pillars  of  Us  lame 
broken  down,  and  cast  into  the  mass  of  neglected  rub- 
bish. 

'  In  what  1  have  said  at  this  time,  I  have  endeaTored  to 
avoid  all  criminatory  reflections,  being  sensible,  as  1  am, 
of  the  serious,  the  deep  responsibility  which  will  be  in- 
curred to  this  House  and  to  this  country,  by  him  who 
shall  persist  in  provoking  a  kind  of  discufa4«>n,  tendiflf 
to  convert  this  House  into  an  arena  for  the  exhibition  of 
fetes  of  violent  party  degladiatiqn  in  debate,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  more  appropriate  business,  and  endafiger»-f 
its  credit  \%ith  the  People,  upon  whose  fpeod  oputft>B 
alone  it  must  depend  for  the  support  of  its  meaaures. 

Mr.  CULPEPEIt  said,  that  he  did  not  know   the  mo-    | 
tives  of  other  gentlemen,  and  he  thought  tliat  llie  House 
had  nothing  to  do  witli  the  motives  of  any  of  its  w/tof    , 
bers.     Their  conduct  alone  was  the  proper  subject  d  I 
animadversion.     Wh:it  I  want,  said  Mr.  C  »  in  this  case, 
is  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  aitd  I  intend  to 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment  on  tVie  VabV, 
that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  ma^  consult  toother  ar«i 
agree  upon  tlie  proper  form  of  this  call,  without  furt>»e- 
dispute  on  this  floor.     I  want,  I  repeat  it,  nothing  bjtl 
the  truth.     I  hsve  no  wish  to  get  rid  of  tlie  subject,  l^-'t  I 
a  very  strong  wish  to  get  clear  of  this  ^'•ciy  diaagive/j)e  I 
debate. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  la^  the  resolution  and  amer*^- • 
ment  upon  the  table,  but  withdrew  his  motion  ttt  the  rv:' 
quest  of  I 

Mr.  PO^K,  who  said  :  Since  the  gentleman  frt>fn  0.-t| 
had  been  pleased,  at  this  particular  juncture  of  time,  li 
introduce  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hoaae,  this  ^sxm 
ordinary  resolution,  none  could  dmtbt  its  object.  Hi 
did  nol  rise  to  oppose  it,  however  unnecessary  he  mi 
have  considered  its  introduction  to  be.  He  fully  conci 
red  widi  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that,  if 
called  for  information  at  all,  we  should  embrace  in 'the 
soUttion  a  call  for  all  the  fact£  in  reference  to  tht: 
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mHitia  inen«"  in  the  poaacBsion  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  be  wished  nothing^  but  the  facts.     He  wished  to  em- 
brace in  the  call,  copies  of  all  tiie  correspomlence,  docti- 
nvents,  and  orders,  which  may  be  on  file  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  pass  the  Tesolution 
in  such  a  shape,  as,  by  implication  or  construction,  to  env 
ble  the  Secretary  of  War  to  accompany  the  facts  with 
an  argument,  or  exculpatory  defence  of  himself  in  re- 
ference to  what  bad  heretofore  taken  place  on  this  sub« 
ject.     Wben  the  House  receive  the  documents  thenv 
selves,  gentlemen  Here,  and  the  public,  would  be  able  to 
farm  their  own  opinion  upon  them^  without  the  aid  of  any 
lights  from  (he  Secretary  of  War,  or  any  other  officer  of 
the  GoTemment,  in  the  shape  of  argument.     It  wa5  with 
a  view  to  obtain  the  facts  and  the  facta  only,  that  he  sup- 
ported the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
The  ostensible  object  of  the  resolution  seemed  to  be, 
to  obtain  information  from  the  Department  rit  War  in  re- 
lation to  the  detachment  of  militia,  of  which  the  **  six 
militia  men,"  executed  kt  Mobile,  imder  sentence  of  a 
Court-roaitial,  for  tlie  crime  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  -in 
1814,  were  a  part  {  and  yet  tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio 
proposes,  by  the  resolution,  to  call  for  the  whole  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Gover. 
nor  of  Tennessee,  not  only  in  relation  to  this  particular 
iletachmeiit  of  militia,  but  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  in  1812,  until  its  termination.     l*he  gentleman 
was  not  content  to  have  tlie  correspondence  m  relation 
to  this  particular  detachment,  which  was  already  embrac- 
ed in  another  part  of  his  resolution,  but  desired  all  the 
correspondence  which  ever  took  place  between  the  Se- 
cretarv  of  War  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during 
4  he  whole  war,  in  relation  to  other  detachments  called 
into  the  public  service  from  Tennessee,  at  different  pe- 
riods,    lie  cohM  not  perceive  the  purpose  to  be  effect- 
ed by  calling  for  a  lengthy  correspondence,  which  had 
no  connexion  with  the  main  object  of  the  inquiry,  unless 
it  was  to  obscure  ahd  cover  up  tlie  material  facts  of  the 
case,  by  a  mass  of  documents  which  had  no  relation  to 
it.    Why  had  not  the  genileman  likewise  called  for  all 
the  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of  other  States, 
whose  militia  were  in  the  public  service  during  the  war  ? 
It  would  have  just  as  much  to  do  with  the  **  six  militia- 
fnen,"  as  that  part  of  the  correspondence  with  tlie  Go- 
vernor of  Tennessee  whicli   does  not  relate  te  the  ser- 
vice of  the  "  six  militiamen,"  or  the  detachment  to  which 
they  belonged.     He  wished  the  information  called  for, 
when  received,  to  stand  naked  before  the  public,  and  to 
fac  stripped  of  alt  extraneous  matter. 

One  word  in  relation  to  this  resolution,  generally,  and 
to  its  object  as  avowed  by  tlie  mover.  In  ordinary  cases, 
-when  Information  is  asked  from  the  President  or  Heads 
of  Departments,  it  is  profumed  to  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  predicate  upon  it  some  legislative  act,  or  to  enlighten 
the  understanding  of  the  House,  in  reference  to  some 
subject  pending  before  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
liad  avowed  in  his  place,  tlie  other  day,  that  he  did  not 
know  that  the  intbrmaiion  called  for  was  necessary  for 
either  of  these  purposes,  or  that  it  would  be  so  used. 
For  what  purpose^  then,  did  the  gentleman  want  it  >  He 
liad  informed  us.  This  subject,  vthe  trial  an<l  execution 
of  the  **  six  militiamen,")  said  he,  has  produced  consi- 
derable excitement  in  the  public  miml  during  the  last 
year,  and  he  wished  to  see  how  the  matter  was.  Sir, 
s.ii<l  Mr.  P.,  after  this  avowal  on  the  part  of  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  the  object  of  this  resolution  was  too  oh< 
vious  to  be  concealed  or  disguised.  The  public  will  un- 
derstand, ami  duly  appreciate  it. 

[The  SPEAKKK  here  remarked,  that  the  hour  allot- 
ted  to  the  morning's  business  had  expired,  and  that  the 
lurther  liiscusslon  of  the  resolution  must  be  suspended.] 

Ml'.  POLK  moved  to  postpone  the  Orders  of  the  Day, 
that  the  discussion  might  proceed  ;  remarking,  thftt,  as 


the  discussion  had  commenced,  it  would  be  an  economy 
of  time  to  dispose  of  the  resolution  at  once. 
The  motion  to  postpone  prevailed — yeas  98,  nays  71* 
Mr.  POLK  resumed.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  «C 
present  to  defend  the  distinguished  citisen  of  his  own 
State^  who  commanded  in  the  South  during  the  Jate  war, 
and  wliom  it  was  now  attempted  to  assail.  Fpr,  disguise 
it  as  you  will,  such  waa  unqiiettionably  tlie  purpose  of' 
this  resolution  \  but  he  would  say,  in  relation  to  this-cele- 
brated  matter  of  the  <*  six  militiamen,"  tried  and  execut- 
ed for  the  crime  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  at  Mobile,  in 
1814,  that  that  individual  and  his  friends  have  nothing  to 
fear.  As  one  of  his  friends,  he  wished  the  public  to 
have  the  facts,  the  whole  facts,  and  nothing  but  the  factft 
connected  with  that  transaction,  and  fthould  therefor^ 
vote  for  the  resolution,  however  unnecessary  it  may  Jiave 
been  to  have  introduced  it.  The  friends  of  that  indi* 
vidual  do  not  shrink  from  making  the  call,  since  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  desired  it.  They  do  not  fear  to  meet 
the  facts,  and  with  every  cdnfidence  successfully,  before 
an  impartial  public.  After  the  lapse  of  more  than  thir- 
teen years  from  the  date  of  that  trantaction,  it  was  now 
for  the  first  time  introduced  here.  When  other  cbaivetf 
were  alleged  against  General  /ackson,  immediately  alter 
file  war— when  the  Seminole  question  was  discussed  and 
decided  in  this  House— tliia  affair  of  the  "six  militia- 
iTftin"  slept  and  slumbered  \  it  was  not  dien  heard  of;  it 
did  not  then  constitute  any  charge  against  him.  The 
Aifierican  People,  at  that  time,  when  the  occurrences  of 
the  war  in  the  SuUtli  were  fresh  in  the  recollections, 
spoke  a  language  that  was  intelligible  ;  they  awarded  to 
that  <listinguished  man,  what  his  eminent  services  merits 
ed— their  approbation  of  his  conduct.  But  now,ibr  the 
first  time,  the  new  chai^ge  in  relation  to  the  "  six  militia- 
men" was  thrust  upon  the  consideration  of  this  body. 
Why  introduce  it  at  this  particular  juncture  ?  Why  had 
it  not  heretofore  claimed  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  ?  He  would  detain  the  House  no  longer. 
The  American  People  will  understand  and  duly  appre< 
ciate  the  object. 

Mr.  SPKAGUB  said  he  hoped  to  be  more  successful 
in  avoiding  topics  not  necessarily  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  than  some  gentlemen  had  been 
who  had  made  the  same  promtse.  The  proposition  is  tr) 
strike  out  a  part  of  the  reaohitiou  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sloaxb.]  Much  had  been  said  of 
that  gentleman's  motives.  Whatever  they  may  be,  they 
are  no  concern  of  ours.  It  belongs  not  to  us  to  scru- 
tinize into  the  nwtives  of  any  member  here  ;  they  are 
cunfined  to  his  own  breast,  which  no  human  eye  can 
penetrate.  They  can  be  known  only  to  the  Scarcl»er  of 
hearts. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  himself  have  introduced  tlie 
original  resolution  ;  and,  it  was,  perhaps,  unnecessary  tor 
him  to  sciy,  that  he  had  no  knowledge  that  such  a  motion 
was  contemphitod  until  he  heard  it  read  at  the  Clerk*:! 
table.  But  the  resolution  is  before  us.  Its  passage  is 
not  opposed.  'i*hc  single  question  upon  the  present 
motion,  is,  whether  the  call  shall  be  more  or  less  extend- 
ed ;  whetlier  we  shall  have  more  or  less  information—:! 
part  or  the  whole  ?  The  gentlemen  wlio  support  this 
motion,  have  assumed  two  things — first,  that  there  can 
be  but  one  single  object  in  asking  tliis  information  ;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  information,  if  obtuined.  would  have 
no  connexion  with  tiiat  object.  It  has  been  urged  that 
the  only  mirpese  of  this  resolution  was  to  affect  u  single 
individual.  If  that  be  the  only  purpose  of  the  mover, 
whether  the  individual  be  higii  or  low,  it  meets  not  my 
approbation.  But  the  resolution  being  here,  and  it  be- 
ing agreed  on  all  hands  that  it  is  to  be  adopted,  may  nut 
other  gentlemen  wish  thit  other  objects  may  be  obtained 
by  it .» 
It  was  conceded  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 


1039 


GALES  6f  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1O40 


H.  «7  H.] 


MobUeCmtrtMmiiuL 


[Jau.  16,  1826. 


[Mr.  WvoKuni]  that,  if  a  revision  of  our  militia  laws  wu 
proposed,  the  parts  which  he  has  moved  to  strike  out, 
ought  to  be  retained.  Now,  sir,  it  so  happens  that  we 
have,  this  morning',  had  laid  upon  our  deslcs  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  revising  those  laws.  Upon  that  bill  we  may 
be  called  upon  to  act  during  the  present  session.  Sure- 
ly, then,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  views^  it  will 
be  proper  to  obtain  this  mformation,  in  order  tliat  we 
may  be  g^iided  by  the  light  of  past  experience,  in  adopt- 
ing the  provisions  or  proposing  amendments  to  that  bill. 
What  is  it  proposed  to  strike  out  ^  Copies  of  orders 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  the  length  of  time 
-which  the  Tennessee  militia  should  be  required  to  serve, 
«nd  copies  of  correspondence  between  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Tennessee 
upon  the  same  subject.  And  it  is  insisted  tliat  these  can 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  present  subject.  Do  they  not 
appear,  on  the  face  of  the  proposition,  to  have  a  palpa- 
ble and  an  intimate,  connexion  with  it  ?  And  can  we 
say,  before-hand,  that  they  can  have  no  relation  to  it 
-whatever  ?  When  seeking  light,  shall  we  voluntarily 
close  the  avenues  through  which  it  is  expected  to  be  re- 
ceived > 

l^e  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicxurvs]  urg- 
«df  as  an  objection  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
tsalls  for  the  correspondence,  that,  if  complied  with,  and 
copies  be  sent  here,  i^  will  tend  to  obscure  the  sabjebt 
But  the  gentleman  then  proceeded  himself  to  relate  to 
IIS,  fh>m  memory,  the  contents  of  that  correspondence. 
Could  he  intend  to  obfuscate  (to  adopt  an  unusual  but 
expressive  word)  the  understanding  of  the  House  >  He 
t<^rtain}y  could  have  had  no  4pprehennon  of  such  an  ef- 
fect. And  if  we  may  with  safety  turn  our  attention  to 
the  contents  of  that' correspondence,  when  stated  verbal- 
ly, and  from  memory  merely,  there  cannot  be  danger  in 
receiving  official  copies  of  it,  from  the  documents  in  the 
Departments. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polk]  has  ad- 
vocated this  amendment  ivith  much  vehemence,  because 
he  would  not  have  any  arguments  or  opinions  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,     The  time  was,  I  believe,  when  that 
genllcmnn  entertained  difl«rent  views  of   the  proper 
scope  of  calls  of  this  kind.      A   certain   resolution,  of 
sf)me  notoriety,  proposed  to  call  upon  the  Head  of  a  De- 
partment, not  only  for  facts,  bnt  for  reasons  also  ;  and  t» 
that  resolution  it  was  understood,  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  no  aversion.     But  the  trti^h  is,  that  this 
resolution  calls  for  no  opinion,  and  no  ar-ument  what- 
ever.    The  gentleman  niust  have  labored  under  a  great 
misappreitcnsiun.     \\   requires  copies,  and  copies  only, 
of  official   orders  and  offici.nI  letters  \  and,  if  none  are 
found  in  the  Deparlment,  llwt  the  Secretary  shall  merely  j 
stale  that  fact.     The  gentleman  wants  no  statement  from  ' 
the  Secretary  of  War  !     Sn*,  every  call  for  copies  from 
a  Department,   necessarily  requires  such    statement,  in  ; 
the  contingency  of  the  records  not  being  fotind.     Such  ' 
is  tlje  iuvai-iablc  practice.     If  you  demand  of  an  officer  \ 
documents  which  are  not  in  his  possession,  he  must  re- 
turn  to  you  a  respectful  answer,  staling  that  feet.  I 

The  gentleman  fmm  Tennessee  declares  that  he  is 
anxious  to  obtain  all  the  documents  and  all  the  facts. 
Tlie  resolution,  as  it  stands,  proposes  to  produce  to  him 
I  lie  very  objects  of  his  wishes,  official  copies  of  official 
documents  ;  and  certainly,  if  he  reconsiders  the  subject, 
he  will  not  insist  on  rejecting  them. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  felt  very  little  in- 
terest in  the  original  resolution,  but,  if  it  were  to  pass, 
he  hoped  it  would  retain  its  present  formj  and  not  be  cur- 
tailed by  the  proposed  amendment.  If  the  Houb^  did 
call  for  ai>y  inforn-.ation  upon  this  subject,  he  hoped  they 
would  require  the  whole. 

Mr.  BELL  now  said,  that,  in  the  remarks  he  had  before 
ofieredy  lie  had  no  inteutiou  of  expressing  any  wish  oi 


striking  otit  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution,  as  modified. 
He  should  prefer  to  include  every  thing  which  could  be 
called  a  statement  of  £icts,  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr*  Wicklivpe]  would  consent  to  mo- 
dify his  amendment  so  as  to  cetain  the  following  words  : 
**  And  also  to  furnish  copies  of  any  correspondence,  in 
the  War  Department,  between  the  Preaideiit,  or  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during  the 
late  war,  on  the  subject  of  the  time  which  the  drafted 
Militia  of  said  State  should  be  required  to#erve  in  tiie  ar< 
mies  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  KANDOLPU  said>  that  no  possiblo  modification 
could,  in  anywise,  affect  the  course  he  had  chalked  out 
to  himself,  and  for  reasons  which  he  would  now  briefly 
state.  1  will  promisoi  said  Mr.  K.  if  I  throw  no  light  up- 
on the  subject,  that,  at  least,  1  will  not  (to  borrow  a  word 
used  by  the  honoralyle  gentleman  from  Main^  "obfus- 
cate" it. 

1  concur  most  heartily  with  the  gentleman  ftom  Ktwlli 
Carolina,  [Mr.   CoLPaPxal   in   his  view  of  this  matter. 
Before  he  made  his  motion,  I  iiad  fexprened  a  similar 
opinion  co  the  gentleman  from  LouisDma,  [Mr.  I^it^s- 
STOH.]    I  am  sorry  he  withdrew  it.     I  think  the  House 
ought  not  to  act  in  this  matter  at  all.    And  why  ?    Be- 
cause, sir,  disguise  U  as  much  as  we  will—- as  much  as  ve 
can— it  is  a  nutter  (as  was  said  in  another  body,  on  a  Toy 
different  occassiim)  as  notorious  as  tli€  sun  mt  noon  day, 
that  the  state  of  public  feeting  lliroughout  this  countrv. 
(and  what  are  we  but  the  pulse,  the  ai^My,  which  shews 
the  action,  the  sanity,  or  the  unsoundness  of  the  heart ') 
is  such,   that,  if  this  game   is  t>nce  comroenoeJ,  there 
will  be   no  end  to  it     Sir,  1  have  nothing  to  do  with 
gentlemen's    motives.     I    am   bound,    not  only   by   Uie 
Rules  and  Orders  of  this*  House,  and  by  a  sense  of  deco- 
rum, which  oiight  to  be  a  still  stronger  refctnunt  on  eve- 
ry gentleman,   but  I  am  bound  by  evidence  before  my 
senses-^to  believe,  that  the  moth^es  of  the  genliensn 
from  Ohio  cannot  be  such  as  liare  be'en  Imputed  lohS^a. 
And  why  }    It  is  notorious,  tltat  you  afTect  a  balance  as 
much,  by  taking  out  of  one  scale,  as  by  putting  into  tfae 
other  ;  and  af^cr  wh«t  f  have  seen  in   the  |>ublic  prints, 
under  his  name,  he  can   never  surely  mejui,  by  takisf 
out  of  die  scale  A,   to  give  preponderance  to  the  iGix, 
B.     I  u  onder,  sir,   that  it  did  not  appear   to  the  very 
acute  and  astute  perception  of  the  gentleman  from  Maxoe. 
[Mr.  Spraqob]  that  there  was  another  occasion   for  ths 
Hjformation,  besides  tlie  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  militia  laws.    This  House,  in  the  last  rcsofl. 
may,  by  the  Constitution,  1>«  called  upon  to  decide  tl«t* 
question  on  which  the  public  mind  is  in  a  btate  of  so  greai 
and  so  justifiable   inflammat':on.     Now,   as  ve    tnav  h'. 
called  upon  the  next  session,  to  decide  that  question^  sl^""^ 
good  msiuagers,  all  people  of#irecast,  like  to  be  before - 
liand  with  Clicir  business,   it  is  no  doubt  highly   proprr 
that  we   should  proceed  now  to  get  all   the  mfom^ivto*- 
we  may  need  in  tlie  performance  of  that  duty.     But,  $•:. 
it  is  time  to  dismiss  this  style  of  treating  the   subject— s 
demands  a  graver  tone.     A  bill  from  the  Semklc^  aflFe:* 
ing  the  militia  laws  of  the  United  States— Wtrll  sir — a  Hrj 
shall  1  call  it,  or  an  anathema  got  up  by  some  of  tkpcf. 
under  whose  order  certain  militiamen  were  shot  at  Ni^rto^c 
is  thrown  in  contemporaneously — not  with  the  biU  frx>»' 
the  Senate— no  sir — ^that  is  a  different  affair,  b«t  with  t'  ^ 
motion  ;  an  anathema,  sir,  has  been  issued  from  the  labcn 
tory  of  the  modern  Vatican,  and  come&tous  via  Kichm?^ 
—yes,  sir,  via  Uichmond — ^and  a  nuncio  has  been  desf4itf^ 
ed-— (^I  believe  I  must  drop  tiie  metaphor,  or  it  wiBdrr 
me) — well,  sir,  an  agent,  then,  has  been  deapsitcbed,  ^ 
has  touched  at  this  port,  on  his  way  to  llichnrKind,  fo;  .- 
stnictions— yes,   sir,   in  mercantile   phritse,    clc>areti  •?•-• 
for  Cowes  and  a  market--to  Cowes,  and  wail  fbr  inani- 
tions from  London.     Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  \« 
rolina  de«er\*erour  thanks  for  luiving  torn  the   mask  ^ 
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•    Is  tiling  yesterday.     It  is  the  curse  of  this  age— the  op- 
T'lobriiim  of  this  country,  in  its  legislation,  ttiat,  in  grave 
oDcenis,  requiring  the  deliberation  of  statesmen,  and  tlie 
decision  of  common   sense,  a  system  is  pursued  of  artifi- 
r/ial  reasoning,  and  of  special  pleading,   drawn  from  the 
forensic  school,  ^^ where  it  may  be" very  right  and  proper,) 
and,  while  we  are  debating  about  the  danger  of  having 
our  heads  chopped  off  by  the  myrmidons  of  an  usurper, 
-     we  are  ourselves  chopping  logic.     [By  the  way,  sir,  I  was 
extremely  sorry  that  tl»e  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
SToaas,]  who  spoke  to  us,  the  other  day,  about  Cicero, 
did  not  fkvor  the  House,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  disser- 
tatioif  on  the  subject  of  the  Roman  coaches,  out  of  one  of 
^      which,  he  told  us,  with  gr«at  good  breediagt  that  Cicero 
stretched  his  neck,   that  it  might  be  struck  off.     Sir,  I 
should  greatly  like  to  see  a  model  of  one  of  those  coach- 
es— I  would  send  it  to  Longacre,  by  way  of  specimen — 
yes,  sirf  not  as  a  model,  but  as  a  curiosity.]     Great  pub- 
lic mischief  is  produced  by  bringing  into  this  House  the 
system  of  word  catching,  and  watching,  and  quibbling, 
■      and  quirking,  from  the  Court  below— it  will  hardly  do 
even  there.     Sir,  this  practice  is  as  notorious  as  another, 
confessed  to  prevail  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  a  sub- 
-  ject  of  the  most  vital  interest  to  the  liberties  of  English- 
men—it  is  as  * 'notorious  as  the  Sun  at  noon-day.*'     We, 
sir,  are  country  gentlemen,  plain  planters,  or  farmers, 
sometimes  styled  clod-hoppers— we  nave  not  a  fair  chance 
under  such  a  systofn  ;  and,  what  is  worse,  our  constituents 
have-not.     Sir,  it  is  time  we  had  done  with  this  practice, 
of  looking  one  way  and  rowing  anotlier.    I  entirely  con- 
cur with  the  view  presented  to  us  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  CuLParxn]— I  hope 
I  may  say,  without  offence,  the  Reverend  gentleman  from 
.  North  Carolina.     Sir,  I  applaud  him  for  preaching  peace 
—not  peace,  sir,  with  the  enemv,  in  time  of  war- "Bless- 
ed are  the  peace-makers  !"— but  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  preach  the  love  of  enemies  in  time.of  war.    Let  me 
Jisk  of  this  House,  if  they  can  imagine  a  case  irt  which,  by 
bringing  forward   a  motion  in  this  House,  every  part  and 
any  part  of  the  public   conduct,  (for  we  shall  hardly  in- 
vade  the  sanctuary  of  domestic  life,)  but  the  public  con- 
duct of  either  or  any  one  of  the  partieb  now  ntostpromi- 
nent  before  the  nation,  may  not  be  attacked  ?    Sir,  can- 
not  we,  too,  bring  motion  after  motion,  to  bear  on  one 
of  them  }     We  can  :  and  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Main^  how — he  does  not  need  to  be  told— but  I  speak  for 
the  iriformation  of  those  out  of  this  House — a  resolution 
can  be  introduced,  bringing  a  charge  against  tlie  Minis- 
ter— ^another  motion  can  be  brought  against  the  conduct 
of  some. of  our  diplomatic  agents — and  then  we  shall  dis- 
cuss it  here  pro  and  con — such-a-one  versus  such  a  one— 
and  then  wa  must  have  another  "blow-out** — and  then 
again  the  same  thing  may  be  done  on  the  appropriation 
of  money.     Sir,  it  is  cncj^ss ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  we 
ouglit  to  remember  the  old  doctrine— a  doctrine  I  have 
long  preached   in   tliis   llouse^   and  which  I  ever  shall 
preach,  o&s/a  prindpUs.     Occasion  enough  can  be  given 
for  every  man  to  sliew,  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  how 
much  he  is  or  is  not  a  partisan.     And  where  will  il  end  ? 
With  the  exception  of,  perhaps,  the  necessary  approi)ria- 
tion  bills,  scarce  any  thing  else  will  be  done  this  session. 
For,  do  gentlemen  believe,  if  this  tiling  is  done  on   one 
side,  it  will  not  be  done  on  the  other  ?    Do  old  and  prac- 
ticed statesmeu  suppose  that,  if  they  trump,  their  adver- 
saries will  not  trump  too  ?    Why,  sir,  I  thought  that 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.     Yes,  sir,  that  Hoyle  bad 
taught  them  better.     Sir,  we  sliall  have  our  tables  flood- 
ed with  such  resolutions.    No,  Sir,  let  us  do  what  all  men 
cannot  at  all  times  do,  and  some  at  mi  time — let  us  do  right 
sir,  fearless  of  the  consequences.    I  know  very  well,  what 
a  bug-bear — what  a  ghost  will  be  conjured  up,  if  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  shall  prevail.    Yes,  Sir,  it  will  foe 
•aid,  we  are  about  to  "put  out*  the  light,  and  then*' — 
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and  then,  sir,  to  smother  the  Constitution  ;  to  cut  the 
throat — not  of  Cicero  Sir,  no  Sir,— Ijut  of  i>oor  half-suffo- 
cated Desdemona — of  the  Constitution.  Sir,  this  is  a  re- 
sponsibility I  am  wiliiiTg  to  meet ;  if  I  was  not,  I  woukl 
not  show  my  face  here.  When  inquired  of,  I  should  say 
to  my  constituents,  **  a  motion  was  made  in  this  House, 
calling  fbr  information  about  the  six  militiamen*->the  pub- 
lic papers  and  the  Richmond  manifesto  are  full  of  the 
subject.  It  has  been  worn  thread-bare.  We  were  cal- 
led upon  to  second  the  Anti-Jackson  meetinnf  at  Rich- 
mond. It  must  have  led  to  recrimination.  We  should 
have  had  the  same  game  played  over  and  over  again, 
iierum  iierumque.  It  would  only  have  led  to  ill  blood  and 
calling  names,  and  therefore,  I  endeavored  to  put  an  end 
to  it  at  its  commencement.**  Sir,  if  the  militia  laws  want 
mending,  they  will  not  get  it,  take  my  word  for  it,  this 
session.  Our  militia-laws.  Sir,  are  like  some  reprobates 
— always  about  to  reform,  or  to  be  reformed.  We  do 
not  want  this  information  to  act  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, and  as  for  the  other  object,  most  of  us,  I  believe,  are 
pretty  well  prepared  to  act  on  what  we  have. 

I  promised,  when  I  ruse,  that,  if  I  shed  no  light  upon 
the  subject,  I  would  at  least  endeavor  not  to  make  it  more 
obscure.     I  cannot  promise  efumo  dare  lueem^  but  I  will 
not  lend  my  aid  to  raise  a  smoke  to  obscure  the  judg- 
ment and  to  inflame  the  mind's  eye  of  this  House.     With- 
out  wishing  in  the  least  to  forestall  debate, or  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  any  gentleman  to  reply  to  me,  I  shall,  be- 
fore I  take  my  seat,  renew  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Culvspbr.]    I  shall  move  that 
the  resolution  and  the  amendment  be  laid,   to  lie  upon 
the  table.     But  I  shall  withdraw  the  motion  if  any  fHcnd, 
ot  if  any  adversary — ^for  I  tmst  I  liave  no  enem^  hprc — 
4hall  request  it.     It  is  a  case  in  which  1  would  yield  more 
readily  Xo  the  request  of  an  adversary  than  of  a  fHend. 
Mr.  RANDOLPH  so  moved  accordingly:  when 
Mr.  WEEMS  said,  I  request  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 
Mr.  Randolph  retaining  his  Stat, 
Mr.  WEEMS  said,  I  call  upen  the  gentleman  to  com- 
ply with  the  promise  he  has  just  given. 
Mr.  Rahdoupu  still  keeping  his  seat, 
Mr.  WEEMS  said,  1  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  fulfil 
his  promise. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  rose  and  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
rise  to  comply  with  it.  I  promised  that  if  any  friend,  or, 
much  more,  any  adversary,  should  make  the  request,  I 
would  withdraw  my  motion.  I  have  never,  thank  God, 
refused  to  keep  my  word,  nor  shall  I  now  break'  my  pro- 
mise. But,  as  that  honorable  gentleman  stands  to  me  in 
the  relation,  neither  of  a  friend  nor  of  an  adversary,  IsludI 
not  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  question  being  now  about  to  be  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's motion, 

Mr.  SLOANS  requested  that  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  It  was  so  onlered  by  the  House,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  as  follows  :— yeas  42,  nays  150. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendments  on 
the  table  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WEEMS  said  he  felt  very  much  ^tified  to  find,  bjr 
the  vote  just  taken,  that  so  large  a  majority  of  the  House 
thoug^it  with  him,  that  a  subject  of  such  importance  ouglit 
not  to  be  smothered  or  nipped  in  the  bud  (if  he  might  be 
allowed  to  use  the  expression)  at  the  instant  suggestion 
of  any  member,  and  more  especially  so,  when'  the  vote 
seemed  also  to  justify  what  he  was  about  to  offer  as  advice 
to  the  honorat>ie  gentleman  from  Vii^inia,  who  hiul 
thought  proper  to  quote  the  same  authority  as  h  regaids 
peace  makers:  '*  Blessed  are  the  peace  maken,"  Sec  was  ' 
his  remark.  *'  Let  that  man  who  esteemeth  that  he  know- 
eth  all  things,  remember  that  be  knoweth  nothing  yet  as 
he  ought  to  know.**  I  have  no  idea,  sir,  [said  Mr.  W.l'of 
any  one  individual  member  of  this  House  andertaking  lo 
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Buppoftc,  when  he  has  made  a  speech,  that  every  one  is  to 
be  bushed  by  his  shutting  the  door  upon  them,  because, 
forsooth,  he  may  suppose  that  they  cannot  or  dare  not  in* 
troduce  a  word  in  reply  to  him.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  after 
the  member  from  Virginia  had  voluntarily  promised  to 
withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
if  any  gentleman  suggested  a  desire  to  be  heard  on  the 
subject,  upon  rising  and  requesting  him  to  suspend,  or 
withdraw  his  motion,  to  hiive  found  him  willing,  at  once, 
to  comply  ;  finding  this  not  to  be  his  disposition,  I  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  gentleman  would  comply  with 
his  word;  and  whether  that  gentleman  considers  me  as 
standing  in  the  relation  of  friend  or  enemy,  or  neither, 
towards  him,  sir,  was  neither  asked  or  cared  about. 
[Uere  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  asked  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  to  apologize.]  Mr.  IVEEMS, 
said  he  asked  no  apology,  but  would  give  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  an  of^portunity  to  explain  ;  when 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  nothing  was  further  from  his 
intentions,  than  to  say  any  thing  uncourteous.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Mar>Und,  [said  Mr.  R.]  had  called  on  him 
in  so  imperative  a  tone,  that  that  happened  which  often 
happens  in  similar  cases.  We  of^en  refuse,  what  we 
should  otherwise  grant  with  willingness,  when  we  con- 
ceive ourselves  to  be  rather  more  enforced  than  we  like 
to  be.  But,  the  candor  of  that  gentleman  will  induce 
him  to  acknowledge  that  I  stated  neither  more  or  less 
than  what  is  the  actual  fact,  when  I  said,  that  he  stands  to 
me  in  neither  of  the  relations — either  of  adversary  or 
friend.  I  can  assure  him,  however,  that  I  shall  never 
again  offend  the  gentleman  by  noticing  him  in  that,  or  in 
any  other  way. 

Mr.  WREaIS  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  trifle  with 
the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  attffmpt,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  subjeet  to 
which  the  proposition  before  the  House,  barely  calling 
fir  information,  pointed.  But  he  rose  te  offer,  first,  bis 
thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  introducing  the 
resolution,  in  any  shape  that  would  eventually  obtain  all 
the  information  immediately  relating  to  the  subject.  He 
cared  not  about  the  form,  or  phraseology,  provided  it  re- 
sulted in  laying  before  the  Nation  the  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth.  He  agreed,  to  the  fuDest  extent,  with 
the^  gentleman  from  Maine,  **  that  it  w  fts  not  our  privilege 
to  judge  men's  motives  ?"  and  he  hoped  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  offer  another  quotation,  as  it  seemed  fashiona- 
ble to  do  so,  from  the  volume  of  truth,  witliout  incurring 
the  appellation  (sarcastically,  or  otherwise)  of  reverend, 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  :  <*  Who  art  thou,  oh  man,  that 
judgest  another  man's  servant  ?  before  his  own  master, 
he  standetb  or  falleth."  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  this  subject 
has  now  been  introduced,  and  1,  for  one,  am  unwilling  to 
return  itome  to  the  high  mimled  freemen  wliom  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  and  say  to  them,  1  voted  against 
this  inquiry,  because  I  feared  to  trust  my  strong  prejudi- 
ces and  partialities.  That  might  answer  for  the. gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  but  it  would  not  answer  for  me.  Mr. 
W.  protested  against  being  governed  by  any  such  influ- 
ence. The  sovereign  People  of  Maryland  felt  anxious 
for  information,  and  would  not  be  content  without  it,  and, 
for  himself^  he  could  with  truth  declare  that  he  wished 
it,  and  would  receive  it  any  how,  rather  than  not  have  it, 
although  be  would  prefer  having  it  without  any  thing 
like  that  massive  weight  that  accompanied  some  of  our 
documenU  :  for  instance,  the  Georgia  affair^the  immense 
bulk  of  which  deterred  almost  every  man  from  attempt- 
ing v>  wade  through  it.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  W..  tliat  man 
whose  character  and  conduct  are  to  be  affected  by  it, 
will,  like  pure  gold,  seven  times  refined,  be  found  the 
more^  pure  the  oftener  his  conduct  or  patriotism  shall  be 
scrutinized.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  further,  at 
this  time,  said  Mr.  W.,  from  a  hope,  sir,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  and  the  geutkroau  from  Kentucky  will 


be  able  so  to  modify  the  proposition  as  not  only  to  agree 
themselves,  but  to  produce  an  accordance  throughout  the 
House. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  but  a  few  words  to 
say,  and  would  trouble' the  House  but  a  short  time.  If  I 
understand  the  Question,  Mr.  Speaker,  [said  Mr.  W.]  that 
part  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wickuff*] 
embraces  a  call  for  copies  of  the  correspondence   of  the 
Government  of  the   Union,  with  the  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, relative  to  the  time  the  drafted  Militia  of  tihat 
Slate  should  be  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States^for  copies  of  any  orders  of  the  President,  direct- 
ing  such  drafted  militia  to  be  retained  under  the  law  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  period  beyond  three  monllis  \  and  if 
no  such  order  existed,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
certify  that  fact  to  the  House.     Such  is  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  ftom  Kentucky,  to  refuse  the  call  soiaraa  1 
have  specified.     But,  sif,  how  is  the  motion  supported 
by  the  argument  of  the  mover,  and  by  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  over  the  way  ?    They  all  tell  yoo,  we 
want  all  the  facts— all  the  documents  ;  but  we  would  shut 
the  door  upon  the  opinions'  of  the  Secretary,  or  his  argu- 
ments. I,  too,  want  the  facts  and  dveuments,  and  no  opin- 
ions or  cargwnents  /  and  will  not  any  gentleman  perceive, 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  over  that  part  of  the  re- 
solution proposed  to  be  struck  out,  that  these  argunvenu 
are  directed  against  matter  which  has  no  existence  in 
fact  ?     Sir,  is  it  Argument  or  ojiinion,  to  furnish  us  with 
copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee ?  Is  it  arg^iment  or  opinion  to  furnish  a  copy  i)€  the 
Executive  order  to  continue  the  militia  in  service  iongcr 
than  three  months  ?     Or  will  it  be  said  to  be  ammeoe  or 
opinion,  if  no  Executive  order  exist,  to  certSy  th^t  single 
fact  to  the  House  ?    Surely  no  gentleman  w\U  pretend  it 
is  either  ;  yet  we  have  heard  much  of  a  desire  to  |pve  all 
the  facts  and  documents,  and  to  withhold  only  opinions. 
Let  us  have  all  the  documeots,  and  ail  the  facts.     Row 
will  the  case  stand-before  the  countiy,  if  the  motion  pre- 
vul  and  gentlemen  deny  the  information  sought  ?    We 
may  be  told,  if  the  information  obtained  bears  hard  os 
any  individual,  that,  if  tlie  whole  coi  respondence  between 
the  War  Department  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  hfcl 
been  published,  the  country  would  have  found  ample 
evidence  to  justify  either  the  Governor,  or  any  militia  oii- 
cer  acting  under  him,  for  retaining  the  militia  in  quesiios 
for  six,  instead  of  three  months;  and  if  we  liave  not  an 
express  certificate  from  the  proper  ofBcer,  that  no  order 
of  the  President  exists,  it  may  be  said,  it  has  been  «itV 
drawn.     I  therefore  want  the  whole  informatiofr,  corrcsr 
pondence,  and  documents.     I  wish  an  opportunity  c«' 
judging  for  myself  what  they  contain — ^to  have  the  l%iji 
shed  upon  my  own  mind,  that  1  may  fprm  an  opinion  m\  - 
self     I  do  not  believe.  Sir,  Hr  I  could  not  impugn  »n) 
man's  motives,  there  can  be  a  single  gentleman  on  Xiu> 
floor,  who  would  withhold  the  information  sought  fb?,  it 
be  understood  the  subject. 

[Here  Mr.  W.  yielded  the.  floor,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
RANDOLPH,  who  said  that,  having  been  informed  C^v  « 
friend)  that  he  was  under  an  error  in  regard  to  the  shi'io'- 
ing  of  the  militiamen  at  Norfolk,  last  war.  he  wished  :o 
withdraw  what  he  had  teid  ti|>on  that  subject,  lliat,  a' 
though  he  had  derived  his  impressisn  from  a  recer*. 
and,  as  he  had  believed,  an  authentic  source,  yet  he  d-^ 
not  wish,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  for  tk« 
allegation  to  go  out  to  the  world—and  he  was  desiroc> 
to  retract  it,  before  it  should  have  excited  notice  or  rr- 
mark. 

Mr.  W.  resumed.  I  said,  Sir,  I  did  not  believe  tlit:? 
was  a  member  in  the  House,  who  understanding  this  sui 
ject,  would  refuse  tlie  information  asked,  tinless,  indeed 
on  the  ground  that  it  could  not  connect  itself  with  f-: 
Legisbnivc  duties  in  any  way  whatever.     Sir,  it  is  sl  r.-ii 
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ter  of  common  interest  and  concern,  for  us  and  the  coun- 
try, to  know  hov  our  laws  are  administered.  The  proo 
ceedingsof  our  ordinary  judicial  tribunals,  we  are  4uly 
and  repilarly  apprised  of  through  the  medium  of  the  ret 
ports  of  cases  which  we  provide  for  by  law.  It  is  not  so 
with  the  proceedings  of  our  Military  and  Naval  Courts 
Martial.  The  records  of  their  proceedings  are  returned  to 
the  proper  office,  and  remain  m  deposite  there.  We  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining  what  they  are,  except  by  a  call 
of  the  House  for  information.  A  knowledge  of  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  Civil  and  of  the  Military  Courts,  is  neces- 
sary to  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  altering  or 
amending  our  laws.  We  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  transactions  alluded  to,  and  with  every  thing 
connected  with  them,  that  we  may  judge  of  the  neces- 
sity of  altering  or  amending  the  laws  and  regulations 
governing  our  regtdar  troops  or  militia.  Let  us  have, 
Sir,  in  the  language  of  the  two  gentlemen  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Bkll  and  Mr.  Polk]  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  and  documents,  and  all  the  facts,  l^et 
us  put  a  stop  to  all  misrepresentation  on  this  subject  at 
once. 

Gentlemen  have  seen  proper  to  question  the  motives  of 
my  colleagtie  and  friend,  the  mover  of  the  Resolution. 
Sir,  1  enter  my  protest  against  questionmg  the  motives  of 
any  gentleman  on  this  floor.  I  disclaim  all  personal  or 
improper  political  motive  for  resisting  the  motion,  and  for 
supporting  the  resolution  :  and  those  who  know  my  col- 
league^and  I  know  him  well— will  be  satisfied  that  the 
motives  wiiicli  govern  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  legisla- 
tives duties  here,  or  his  conduct  elsewhere,  are  as  pure, 
.  to  say  the  least  of  tliem,  as  the  motives-of  those  gentlemen 
who  question  his,  or  as  pure  as  the  motives  which  govern- 
ed the  conduct  of  the  distinguished  individual  whose  char- 
acter they  seem  so  anxious  to  defend.     • 

1  repeat,  sir,  I  am  sure  gentlemen  cannot  wish  to  with- 
hold the  information  squglH  for  in  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion proposed  to  be  struck  out,  and  I  nope  ^  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he  had  heard  it 
declared,  on  all  sides  of  tl)e  House,  that  gentlemen  want 
information  ;  ^hat  they  seek  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  wish  this  as  strongly  as  any 
one  ;  and  because  I  want  this,  I  don't  want  any  speeches 
from  the  department.  The  gentlemen  who  profess,  to 
want  the  correspondence  most,  give  to  me  the  strongest 
evidence,  by  their  speeches,  that  they  are  perfectly  con- 
versant with  it.  I  shall  not  dive  into  their  motives  :  that 
belongrs  to  another  power — a  power  from  which  this  Ad- 
ministration once  claimed  its  right  to  rule.  I  had,  like 
others,  hoped  that  we  should  have  met  to  transact  the 
public  business  ;  and  that  we  should  have  agreed  to 
leave  this  quest\pn  to  the  People  ;  but  it  is  in  vain  to 
conceal  the  fact,  that  this  House  is  intended  to  be  made 
an  arena  on  which  to  excite  the  passions  of  the  Peo- 
ple. We  see  an  individual  branded  with  reproach,  for 
having  consented  to  the  execution  of  several  militiamen 
— we  who  are  nursed  by  the  pap  of  the  Treasury — it  is 
no  expression  of  mine — pap — it  comes  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, of  course  it  must  be  good — we  are  told  that  these 
are  the  proper  scenes  to  engage  the  minds  of  men,  and 
not  the  vulgar  scenes  of  blomiy  war.  At  the  same  time 
we  do  see  a  General  of  the  United  States  trying  soldiers  ; 
at  Norfolk,  and  shooting  them  too,  for  desertion.  I  know 
it  to  be  a  fact :  for  I  was  an  eye  witness.  A  gentleman 
near  me  says,  that  these  were  not  militiamen.  I  believe 
two  of  them  were.  I  derfve  my  information  from  asource 
entitled  to  at  least  as  much  credit,  as  if  it  wai»  drawn  from 
hired  and  pensioned  letter- writers  in  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments. But,  sir,  if  they  were  not  miliUa-men,  they  were 
men  ;  and  is  not  the  life  of  man  dear  }  And  are  we  now 
to  be  told  that  no^reganl  is  to  be  shewn  to  the  life  of  a 
common  soldier  ^    My  information  goes  still  farther.    An 


order  was  issued  by  a  United  States'  Commander,  to  go  in 
pu<«uit  of  adeserter,  and  if  he  could  not  be  taken,  to 
shoot  him,  and  he  was  shot  Why  was  not  the  same 
noise  made  then,  that  there  is  now,  and  why  was  not 
information  of  that  fact  laid  before  the  House,  by  the 
same  gentleman  or  his  friends,  who  have  stirred  this  inq^i* 
ry  ^  It  is  true  I  belong  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 
but  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  attend  it,  until  this 
morning. 

[A  sentence,  or  two,  of  the  speaker,  here  escaped  the 
Reporter's  ear.] 

Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Department  of  War  is  well 
reg^ilated — that  it  has  learned  to  profit  by  past  experi- 
ence, and  that  the  Military  Chieftain  will  find  its  discipline 
much  better  than  it  was  some  years  ago.^  To  that  end  I 
had  pro'posed  to  move  an  amendment,  calling  for  the  num- 
ber of  deserters  from  the  Army  in  1825  and  1826.  No 
doubt,  this,  also,  will  be  valuable  information  on  the  hill 
to  regulate  the  Militia. 

Mr.  WICKL1PFE  now  signified  his  agreement  to  the 
proposal  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Dkll,]  to 
modify  his  amendment  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  retain  the 
call  for  the  whole  correspondence. 

^Ir.  SLOAN E  also  expressed  his  willingness  to  modify 
his  resolution,  by  striking  out  the  following  words ;  '*  and 
if  no  such  order  exists  on  the  files  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  state  that  fact  to  thiv  House." 

Mr.  nURGES  expressed  his  reg^t  that  a  simple  reso- 
lution  calling  for  information  should  have  taken  the  torn 
this  had.  He  understood  that  copies  of  documents  could 
not  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Offices  without  a  legal 
order,  and  he  thought  the  regulation  a  good  one.  Under 
that  regidat'ion,  it  was  impossible  that  the  record  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sloaioj]  shdukl  ever  go  to  the  public  unless  by  the  direc- 
tion of  this  House,  or  of  the  Senate. 

The  question,  said  Mr.  B.  for  us  to  settle,  is,  whether 
this  information  shall  be  laid  before  the  House,  and  the 
public  be  enabled  to  know  the  truth  as  it  is  ?  What  the 
ulterior  intentions  of  the  mover  may  be,  is  nothing  to  me; 
I  shall  vote  for  myself  according  to  my  own  views  of  pro- 
priety— so,  I  presume,  other  gentlemen  will  vote  ;  and, 
even  if  the  rules  of  the  House  did  not  restrain  me  from 
a  violation  of  decorum,  I  hope  I  should  have  civility 
enough  not  to  iWlpute,  without  evidence,  to  any  gentle- 
man in  this  House,  motives  hostde  to  the  public  peace 
and  to  the  safety  of  individual  reputation.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  much  curiosity,  to^ive  it  no  other  name,  ex- 
ists in  the  public  mind,  in  reference  to  these  papers.  I 
have  seen  the  evidence  of  it  in  those  reconls,  which, 
from  our  childhof)d,  we  are  accustomed  to  consult— I 
mean  the  Chronicles  of  the  day. 

It  is  commonly  said  that  certain  militiamen  have  been 
executed,  and  it  is  said  by  some,  that  their  execution  had 
no  legal  sanction.  The  question  whether  that  execution 
was  legal  or  not,  is  one  on  which  great  anxiety  prevails. 
The  person  under  whose  orders  it  is  said  to  have  taken 
place  is  a  person  of  great  consequence  in  this  nation.  He 
fills,  at  this  time,  a  great  space  in  the  public  eye,  and  oc- 
cupies much  of  the  public  feeling,  ana  1  ask  if  it  be  cour- 
tesy in  this  House  to  interpose  before  the  facts  of  the 
present  case,  an^  obstacle  which  may  disappoint  the  pub- 
lic curiosity,  (it  it  is  to  receive  no  better  name)  quicken- 
ed as  that  curiosity  now  is,  and  anxious  as  the  most  un- 
manageable appetite.  What  courtesy  will  it  be  to  lay  your 
hand  on  a  part  of  the  documento  inquired  for,  and  to  say, 
they  shall  not  go  to  your  constitucnU  >  Why  will  you 
withhold  from  them  what  either  the  friends  of  that  distin- 
guished individual,  or,  if  you  will,  his  foes,  may  desire  to 
lay  before  this  House  }  For  myself,  1  should  be  satisfied 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sloamk]  shmihl  select 
one  portion  of  the  documents,  and  the  gentleman  fVom 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicklifps]  should  select  another  por- 
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lion:  I  should  be  Mitisiied  with  Iheir  discretion,  and 
would  cal!  for  the  whole.  I  would  not,  at  least  transmute 
this  luiU  into  an  arena  for  gladiators.  I  think  better  of  my 
country— of  this  House— of  those  opposed  to  me  and 
those  who  are  with  me,  than  to  apprehend  that  the 
sword  of  the  jrladiator,  or  the  pistol  of  the  assassin,  is  in 
any  danger  of  being  used,  whether  here  or  elsewhere,  in 
consequence  of  our  decision  on  a  resolution  like  tliis.  If 
there  is  any  thing  in  this  matter  to  produce  exasperation, 
it  must  be  the  withholding,  it  cannot  be  the  gi-antinff,  of 
this  call,  Tlie  gentlemen  who  spoke  with  mt  much  ar- 
dor of  their  illustrious  friend,  spoke  only^as  a  man  should 
jtpeak,  when  he  supposes  the  character  of  his  friend  is  in 
danger.  But  their  zeal  might  well  have  been  spared. 
The  character  of  that  illustrious  man  is  not  impugned. 
Nobody  hei^  has  injured,  or  wishes  to  injure  him.  Why 
then  should  his  anxious  friends  endeavor  to  forestall  pub- 
lic opinion,  or  keep  back  from  the  public  ear,  the  voice 
of  truth  >  Why  will  they  refuse  to  satisfy  public  anxiety  ? 
Why  do  they  strive,  with  so  mtich  earnestness,  tq  strike 
out  from  the  resolution  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent, copies  of  which  are  said  to  be  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment ?  Why  do  they  dread  so  much,  if  such  copies  arc 
not  there,  that  the  SecreUry  shall  say  thev  are  not  there  ? 
What  would  gentlemen  have  ?  Thfe  pubfic  will  believe 
the  signature  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ?  for,  prostrated  as 
he  has  been,  at  least  in  the  wishes  of  his  enemies,  still  the 
American  public  will  believe  him,  without  an  oath, 
while  they  remember  that  he  belongs  to  the  State  of 
Vit^'mia,  although  he  be  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a 
member  of  tlie  Administration.  May  he  not  be  permitted 
to  say,  if  the  fact  be  so,  that  he  cannot  furnish  copies 
of  any  such  orders,  because  they  are  not  in  his  office  ? 
We  want  no  commentaries,  no  glosses,  no  labored  expla- 
nations. We  want  the  record  alone,  and,  if  it  is  not  there, 
we  want  him  to  certify  that  it  is  not  there.  Sir,  what 
will,  what  must,  the  public  think,  if  you  prevent  him 
from  giving  this  certificate  ?  I  do  suppose  there  are 
abundance  of  our  citizens  who  know  what  the  usual  form 
of  a  certificate  is,  and  if  you  put  forth  to  the  world  a  cer- 
tificate in  some  unusual  form,  they  will  have  too  much 
acuteness  not  to  perceive  that  you  deny  them  the  know- 
ledge which  they  desire  to  have.  I  might  beg  gentle- 
men, for  their  own  sakes,  not  to  exciie  such  irresisti- 
ble suspicions  in  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  now  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  who^  said,  his  desire  was,  that  evciy 
fact  connected  with  the  six  militiamen  should  be  develop. 
ed{  he  desired  to  keep  back  nothing.  If  gentlemen  wisiied 
it,  he  would  even  consent  to  call  for  the  celebrated  letter 
of  Harrisy  which  so  feelingly  invoked  the  public  sympa- 
thy last  summer,  if  the  original  could  be  found  in  the 
Department  <rf  War.  I  will,  said  Mr.  W.,  withdraw 
the  amendment  to  strike  outf  and  substitute  a  motion  to 
insert  a  call  for  copies  of  two  letters,  written  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  Governor  Blount,  dated  the  11th  and  3 1st 
January,  1814.  They  are  short.  I  will  read  them  as  the 
best  illustration  of  their  character.  [Here  Mr.  W.  read 
the  two  letters,  as  follows  : 

"  DxFABTXBirr  o  p  War,  11th  January,  1814. 
"You  are  authorized  to  supply,  by  Militia  drafts,  or  by 
voKinteen^  any  deficiency  which  may  arise  in  the  Militia 
divisions  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  without  referring,  on  this  head,  to  this  department. 
It  may  be  well  that  ^our  Excellency  consult  Gen.  Pinck- 
ney,  as  he  can  best  ludge  of  the  whole  number  necessary 
to  the  attainment  of  the  public  objects. 

"J.  ARMSTKONG." 

"  War  DxpARTXRiTT,  31st  Jasuart,  1814. 
<*  Sir ;  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
letter,  of  the  5th  instant.  My  letter  of  the  lllh,  will  have 


anticipated  your  inquiries  relative  to  the  further  detach- 
ments of  Militia,"  &c.] 

htr.  Ff.OYD  now  made  some  explanations,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  directed  to  one  of  his  colleagues,  but  from 
his  position,  was  not  heard  by  ouf  reporter  with  sufficient 
distinctness  to  attempt  a  report  of  it.  He  waaundcrstooci, 
in  conclusion,  to  state  that  of  two  men  who  were  tried  for 
desertion  at  Norfolk,  one  was  a  militiaman  and  one  not, 
and  tliat  it  was  the  soldier  and  not  tlie  militiaman  who  was 
shot.  ^  ^, 

Mr.  SLOANE  now  signified  his  accepUncc  of  tlie 
addition  proposed  by  Mr.  Wickliffk,  and  the  r<»olu. 
tion,  as  thus  modifietl,  was  finally  adopted,  in  the  follow- 
ing form :  ,.  , 

"  Jiesolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  War  be  directed  to 
furnish  this  House  witli  ik  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
Court  Martial,  which  commenced  its  sittings  at  or  near 
Mobile,  on  the  fifth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  for  the  trial  of  certain  Ten- 
nessee  Militiamen,  together  with  a  copy  of  all  the  orders 
for  the  organization  of  said  Court,  as  well  as  those  subse- 
quently  issued  in  relation  to  iU  decisions. 

•*  And,  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  all  papers,  fetfers,  and 
documentP,  relating  to  said  Court  Martial  :  copies  of  »U 
orders,  general  or  special,  made  or  issued  by  the  Presi. 
dent  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  Secretarj-  of  W«r, 
concerning  or  relating  to  the  lengtli  of  service  of  the  cJe- 
tachment  of  the  Tennessee  Militia,  detailed  under  the  o^ 
der  of  the  Governor  of  said  State,  issued  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  afier wards  placed  under  the  immediate  commsnJ  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Pipkin  ;  also,  iiop\e»  of  such 
order,  and  of  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  of  saidMihtramen, 
which  may  be  on  file  in  the  Department  of  War. 

••  And  to  furnish  copies  of  any  orders  of  l>ic  President 
or  Secretary  of  War,  by  which,  in  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion  vestetl  in  the  President  by  the  8th  section  otlhe 
act  of  18th  of  April,  1814,  the  term  of  service  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Militia  may  have  been  extended  beyond  three 
months  ?  also,  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Sccpetary  of 
War  to  Governor  Blount,  dated" the  11th  and  Slat  Januaiy 
1814. 

"  And,  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  any  correspondence  m 
the  War  Department  between  the  President  or  Secretiry 
of  War  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during  the  li!c 
war,  on  the  subject  of  the  time  which  the  drafted  rarlita 
of  said  State  sfiould  be  requiretl  to  serve  in  the  armies  uf 
the  United  States." 

Thursday,  Jaruart  17,  1828. 
The  House  was  principally  occupied  this  day  in  dispos- 
ing of  resolutions  of  inquiry,  and  discussing  tlie  gen^n/ 
appropriation  bill  \  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  readN^- 

Friday,  J  art  art  18,  1828. 
CASE  OF  MARIGNY  D'AUTElttVE- 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  h\\\  ^< 
the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Auterive  :  and  the  questkui  re- 
curring on  Mr.  WiriTTLBSEt's  motion,  pending  when  the 
bill  was  last  before  the  House,  to  recommit  the  hilt  tJ 
the  Committee  on  Claims  ?  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  mi> 
tion. 

Mr.  GURLEY  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  abi- 
ding the  following : 

•<And  that  the  further  sum  of«$  SS4  dollars  be  paid  ta 
the  said  D'Auterive,  for  the  injury  done  to  his  slave  w  hJe 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  medlcai  at- 
tendance on  said  slave." 

Mr.  KERK  addressed  the  House  to  the  following  ef 
feot  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  From  the  serious  as])cct  in  which  ihis 
subject  IS  now  presented  to  the  whole  nation — nit  with- 
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standing  the  opinions  first  entertained,  that  "it  was  of  mi- 
nor  importance — I  feel  myself  under  a  sort  of  moral  ne- 
cessity of  assijifning:  reasons  for  the  vote  I  shall  give.  I 
am,  8ii\  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  g-emleman  from  Louisiana.  Although  I  was  not  ve- 
ry solicitous  to  obtrude  myself,  the  other  day,  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  I  moved 
its  rising,  and  when,  after  giving  way  for  the  explana- 
tions of  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  was  intercepted 
from  the  Chair  by  the  precipitancy  of  gentleman  who 
rose  to  speak,  yet  I  confesA  that  I  did  feel  a  desire  to 
declare  my  opinion  upon  the  question  in  debate,  inas- 
much as  my  constituents  as  well  as  those  of  others,  who 
had  delivered  their  scnthnents  at  large,  had  a  direct  in- 
terest in  it. 

Our  local  situation — dwelling  as  we  do  on  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake,  late  the  scene  of  a  most  vexatious 
predatory  warfare,  and  always  exposed,  in  time  of  war, 
to  the  loss  of  that  very  species  of  property  which,  in  the 
case  before  the  House,  is  attempted  to  be  refine<1  away 
—gives  us  an  interest  in  the  question  not  far  sliort  of 
that  of  Southeni  men.     T  am  not,  sir,  a  Southern  man — 
strictly  so  called— but  I  feel,   and  my  constituents  feel 
drawn  towards  the  People  of  the  South,  by  chords  of 
sympathy  in  many  respects ;  and,  in  that  particular  in- 
terest  which  has  now  become  the  subject  of  controversy, 
even  on  this  floor,  we  have  a  common  stake.     Although 
our  concern  in  the  subject  is  not,  perhaps  so  important, 
yet  the  interest  we  feel  in  it  Is  searcely  less  vivid  than 
that  of  4lie  Sputhern  planter.     Sir,  since  tlje  last  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  which  he  has  por- 
t  rayed  the  consequence  flowing  from  the  premises  which 
he  had,   hFrnself,   mobt  kindly  assumed  for  the  advocates 
of  this  measure— as  leading  to  the  destniction  of  all  ci- 
vil liberty  in  this  country — I  cannot  content  myself  with- 
out an  hHmble  cflTori  to  refute  the  fallacies  by  which  it  is 
attempted  to  blind  this  House  against  the  true  import  of 
the  question  before  them. 

It  is  true,  sir,  (as  had  been  before  said  by  a  gentleman 
on  our  side  of  the  question,)  the  portion  of.  Roman  his- 
'       tory  selected  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  for  this  occasion,   was  ably  and  eloquently  recited 
bv  him  ;  and  yet,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  was 
»      ill-placed,  and  without  any  just  application  to  the  subject  : 
and  I  will  endeavor  to  vindicate  myself,  in  -respect  to  the 
vote  I  mean  to  give  upon  this  ainendment,  from  the  dire- 
fill  stigma,  which  the  conclusion  from  his  remarks  might 
i     cast  upon  it.  .1  entertain  as  great  hatred  of  arbitrary  pow- 
er, exercised  in  any  form  and  upon  any  pretext,  as  that 
p^ntleman  :  and  it  is  precisely  because  I  abhor  tyranny, 
in  every  shape,  that  I  would  sedulously  guard  the  citizens 
<j€  this  country  from  oppression,  and  would  secure  every 
individual  against,  or  indemnify  him  for,  all  undue  sacri- 
fices to  tlie  public.  I  would,  sir,  resist  as  firmly  as  any  man 
in  thfs  nation,  the  ambitious  stride  of  a  Dictator  $  and 
whenever  the  semblance  of  that  kind  ol  danger  shall  ap- 
pear—whether  it  comes  as  a  speck  in  the  Eastern  or  Wes- 
tern horizon — let  the  gentleman  sound  the  ahirm,  and  I 
will  plant  myself  by  his  side,  and  resist  with  him. 

Although,   sir,  I  will  not  undertake  to  impute  to  the 

g-entleman  from  New  York  the  bearing  which  has  been 

attributed  to  his  remarks  by  a  member  from  South  Ca- 

,  rolina,  yet  I  must  endeavor  to  redeem  myself  and  my  vole 

f  roni  the  effect  of  hii  conclusions. 

[Mr.  STORRS  rose  to  order;  and  submitted  to  the 
'''  Chair  whether  it  was  in  order  to  answer  in  the  House  argii- 
,  meiits  offered  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.] 
The  SI* E A KE R  said  it  was  not.  strictly  in  order. 
Mr.  KERR.  I  will,  then,  sir,  proceed,  without  any 
'  further  particular  reference  to  that  gentleman.  1  meant 
jiothing  personal,  though  I  acknowledge  it  was  my  spe- 
cial object  to  reply  to  his^argument,  and  to  deprecate 
-very  effect  of  it,     {  will  go  on  to  argue  this  point  as  one 


not  inferior  in  importance  to  iiMy  which  is  to  be  agitated 
in  the  councils  ol  tliis  nation.  The  question  has  gone 
forth  to  the  People,  and  you  cannot  now  stop  the  current 
of  the  public  mind  upon  it.  No  matter  how  needlessly 
it  may  have  been  brought  up  ;  no  matter  what  disavowals 
or  admissions  gentlemen  may  now  think  it  wise,  or  pru- ' 
dent,  or  liberal,  to  make  ;  the  question  lias  been  raised 
^whether  slaves  are  property  ?— not  in  those  general 
terms,  I  admit  ;  but  whether  they  are  property  in  the  view 
of  this  General  Government,  insofar  as  it  may  have  power 
to  aff*ect  thein  in  certain  exigencies  of  State,  and  in  wlitcli 
the  owner  is  to  be  indemniiied  for  any  loss  or  injury  sus- 
tained by  him  thereby.  And  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to 
meet  and  to  decide  it  <vi  the  claim  of  the  individual  now 
petitioning  for  redre^.  It  is  because  I  re^arJ  this  ques- 
tron  as  vital  to  the  interests  of  a  large  portion  of  the  ci-- 
tizens  of  this  country,  and  of  those  too,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  that  I  was  opposed  to  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  how  advocate  a  decided  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  this  amendment. 

Gentlemen  now  tfay,  (some  of  them  at  least,)  that  they 
do  not  deny  the  general  proposition  that  slaves  are  pro- 
perty  ;  yet  they  do  contend  that,  pro  fuxovke,  they  are  not 
property,  and  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  such,  when 
taken  or  lost  or  injured  in  the  public  service.  Here  then, 
is  the  issue  :  We  aver  that  slaves  arc  property  ;  so  de- 
clared by  law,  and  so  held  in  the  view  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.  It  is  the  report  of  this  committee  with  the  bill, 
which  will  make  up  the  record  of  our  judgment  here  ; 
and  if  you  had  permitted  tWs  amehdment  to  be  dropped, 
because  of  the  hisignificant  amoiiut  of  the  claim  of  Ma- 
rigny  D^Auterive,  or  now  reject  it,  you  establish  a  pre- 
cedent, to  be  quoted  on  all  future  occasions,  agUiiist  the- 
most  important  clahns,  and  against  redress  for  the  most' 
serious  individuar losses  :  and  1  have  no  doubt  it  would 
be  set  up  by  some  as  a  solemn  decision  on  record,  that 
slaves  are  not  property. 

Although  I  am  not  now,  it  seems,  at  liberty  to  remark 
on  what  gentleman  have  said  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  yet  1  will  proceed,  and  I  wilUuppose  argu- 
ments which' may  have  been  used,  or  might  be  set  up  ?. 
I  will  imagine  reasons,  but  refer  to  no  names.  'Jlierc  is 
no  other  course  left  us  for  coming  to  the  point.  I  repeat* 
Sir,  that  this  is  «  question  of  serious  import,  and  1  am 
for  meeting  it  in  limine;  and  witlrmy  friend  from  Alaba- 
ma,' who  offered  his  opinion  in  the  beginning  of  the  de« 
bate,  I  say  now  is  the  proper  lime  to  have  it  settled,  and 
[  put  at  rest. 

Many  observations  have  been  made  by  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  to  do  away  an  impression  that  they  would  in 
any  manner  impugn  the  right  of  property  in  slavey  ?  and 
it  has  been  said  that  such  a  queaton  will  never  be  stir- 
red until  "some  bold,  bad  man,'*  shall  raise  it  for  the 
purpose  of  his  own  ambition.  I  feel  happy  in  believing 
that  this  bold,  bad  man,  has  not  yet  found  his  way  into 
this  House  ;  but  I  have  made  some  note  of  the  opinions 
and  dispositions  of  men  in  different  quarters  upon  this 
subject.  Not  alone  in  the  Bast,  or  in  the  North,  but  in 
the  middle  States— aye,  in  the  South,  loo,  even  without 
the  instigation  of  that' ambition  which  has  been  assumed 
as  the  only  motive  to  it-^bold,  bad  men,  have  had  the 
folly,  or  the  wickedness— call  them  fools  or  knaves,  if 
yjoM  please,  (as  they  have  been  so  denounced  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,)  to  avow  and  maintain  that  slaves 
are  not  property,  and  that  all  such  pretended  rights 
ought  to  be  abolished,  1  trust  that  men  of  this  descrip- 
tion will  be  long  kept  from  this  place  ;  but  there  is  no 
question,  they  have  been  seeking,  by  stealthy  steps,  to 
make  their  way  into  the  State  IwCgislatures,  for  tlie  ex- 
press purpose  of  stiiTing,  by  slow  degrees,  the  question 
of  slavery,  and,  in  due  season,  the  solemn  one  of  univer- 
sal emancipation.  You  may  call  such  people  fanatics, 
hypocrius,  or  kiuives,  op  by  wbatsocyer  other  cpitliet« 
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of  reprobation  you  ])1e&se,  but  all  the  while  the  fatal 
consequences  of  their  principles  and  their  movements, 
nuy  spread  and  be  felt  in  every  part  of  the  country.  If 
such  a  character  should  ever  show  his  f:4ce  in  this  House, 
I  trust  there  will  be  always  here,  men  of  firmness  and 
talent,  to  nnake  him  toe  the  twig,  and  avow  himself  clear- 
ly, so  that  he  may  be  held  up  to  the  scorn.aiid  detestation 
of  every  good  man  in  the  nation. 

I  confess,  sir,  that,  being  little  accustomed  to  address 
the  House,  1  have  felt,  on  this  occasion,  much  ^mhar- 
mssment  :  for,  intending  more  particularly  to  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,, 
and  to  plant  myself  against  the  efficacy  of  that  Roman 
story  which  he  bad  so  eloquently,  narrated,  but  which 
he  forbade  me  to  touch,  I  have  been  obliged  to  turn  the 
current  of  my  thoughts,  and  have  deviated  into  too  many 
general  observations.  Sir,  with  whatever  eIoquen<:e, 
and  force,  and  solemnity,  passages  of  history  may  be  re- 
cited here,  to  warn  us  against  future  tyrants  who  may 
rise  up  amongst  the  People  of  this  country  ;  with  what- 
ever ingenious  dress  the  sophistry  of  gentlemen  may  dis- 
play  itself,  relying  on  the  supposed  ignorance  and  want 
of  intelligence  in  this  House,  to  detect  wliat  a  ••  pigmy's 
straw  can  pierce,"  every  member  must  be  satisfied  of  the 
importance  of  this  question,  as  to  the  security  of  the 
rights  of  private  property,  in  general,  though  now  pre- 
sented in  the  humble  claim  of  Marigny  D'Auterive.  The 
importance  of  the  general  principle  in  controvert)',  is 
the  only  justification  for  the  long  argtiments  used  on 
this  occasion,  though  I  think  that  the  claim  is  substan- 
tiated by  the  plain  and  clear  principles  of  law. 

Gentlemen  here  say  that  they  do  not  deny  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves  ;  but  the  report  of  .the  committee  does 
give  color  to,  and  in  effect  declares  the  doctrine  to  a 
great  extent,  and  in  so  much  destroys  the  rights  of  own- 
ers. They  aver  in  effect  that,  as  to  the  purpose  in  view, 
slaves  are  not  property,  or  are  nut  to  be  so  considered. 
[Mr.K.  here  read  the  report  of  tlie  committee  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  proceeded.]  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  reading  the  report  of  January,  1826,  referred 
to  by  the  present  committee,  and  adopted  by  them,  as  it 
musi  be  familiar  now  to  every  member  ;  but  1  will  assert 
that  the  foundation  of  the  report  U  an  actual  denial  of  the 
right  of  property  in  slaves.  They  say  that  slaves  have 
not  been  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and^paid  for 
when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public  service,  and  they 
report  that  this  petitioner  ought  not  to  have  relief.  No 
matter  how  you  disguise  it,  common  language  will  be  un- 
derstootl  by  the  people,  and  they  will  consider  a  rejec- 
tion of  this  amendment  as  a  decision  against  the  rigljt  of 
properly  to  tliis  extent  ?  lor  the  commiltee  do  aver,  that, 
as  to  any  claim  to  compensation  for  injury  done  to  a  slave 
taken  for  public  purposes,  such  slave  is  not  considered 
as  property,  and  therefore  not  to  be  paid  for. .  Now,  sir, 
this  is  the  very  reason  why  I  Would  now  decide  at  once 
that  they  are  property,  and  so  to  be  considered,  and  set- 
tie  the  question  forever.  I  stand  upon  tlie  ground  that 
slaves  are  property  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  should 
be  paid  for  as  such,  like  every  other  species. of  property. 
I  will  not  take  upon  myself  to  lay  censure  on  an  honora- 
ble committee  of  ibis  House  ;  but  I  must  say  that  all  the 
excitement  which  has  been  exhibited  on  this  occasion,  is 
owing  to  the  mistaken  views  of  their'report. 

If  slaves  are  property,  as  admitted,  why  shall  they  not 
be  considered  lis  such  ?  I  will  put  the  absurdity  to  this 
House  :  What  is  that  which  is  property,  and  not  to  be 
considered  such  }  Such  refinements  are  not  for  us,  sir. 
If  gentlemen- knew  how  this  kind  of  thing  is  felt  by  tliose 
more  immediately  concerned,  they  migiu  excuse  my  ear- 
nestness. If  slaves  be  pmperty,  why  should  they  not  be 
so  considered  ?  These  are  convertible  propositions ;  and 
they  are  property  of  a  kind  the  most  valuable  and  most 
exposed.    Has  any  direct  reasoning  been  ofFeredj  on  ge- 


neral principles,  or  from  the  Constitution,  to  prove  that 
though  slaves  are  property,  they  are  not  to  be  considered 
such  ?     Not  a  scintilla  of  reason  has  been  presented  to 
support  the  position.     The   only  thing  like  argument 
which  has  been  att^mptej,  is  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whittleset]  that  it  has  not  been 
the  usage  of  the  Government  to  pay  in  such  cases  \  but 
all  the  instances  he  has  cited,  have  been  shewn  to  be  iit- 
applicable  to  the  present.     If  they  were  applicable,  1 
would,  on  that  account,  call  upon  the  House  now  to  come 
to  u  direct  decision  in  this  case,  and  settle  the  true  prin- 
ciple,    n  has  been  urged  that  because  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  with  certain  views,  conadered  slavca 
as  persons,  they  are  but  a  qualified  property,  and  there, 
fore  not  to  be  paid  for.     You  may  seize  the  property  for 
the  public  use— deprive  the  owner  of  the  services  of  his 
slave,  and  carry  him  into  danger  even  of  the  Icfis  of  his 
life,  and  if  he  be  injured  or  des-j-oyed,  you  will  not  pay  ! 
I  will  tell  the  gentlemen,  in  a  word,  why  slaves  arc  pro- 
perty :  They  are  such  in  respect  of  the  right  of  the  own- 
er to  sell  them  ;  not  like  the  relation  between  master  and 
apprentice,  or  father  and  son,  where  there  la  a  contract 
or  a  right  to  the  temporary  service — but  it  ta  the  absolute 
power  of  disposing  of  the  slave  altogether,  that  makes 
him  property.    Again,  sir,  the  owner  of  a  slave  pays  a  tax 
on  him,  as  has  been  before  enforced  in  this  debate  ;  and 
tlfat  is  the  pecular  badge  of  private  property  in  relatisn 
to  Government.     The  slave  was  property,  sir,  before  this 
Government  was  formed — was  such  under  the  laws  of  the 
States,  4knd  was  so  declared  by  them,  as  he  had  been  held 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  before.     This  General 
Government  found  slaves  the  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  States,  and  its  power  carmol  impugn  ^m  right.     H 
shall  not  define  property,  but  must  take  it  as  it  was,  ai\d 
construe  the  Constitution,  which  enjoins compen«av\oi\  tor 
it,  when  taken  for  public  use,  with  reference  Vo  what  is 
property  in  the  SUtes.     If  this  Government  takes  slav«s 
lor  the  public  use,  in  any  emergency,  it  can  only  touch 
them  as  the  property  of  the  owner  ;  not  as  citizens,  fer 
they  are  not  such  ;  and  they  cannot  be  enlisted  as  sol- 
diers, or  enrolled  in  the  militia.    They  cannot  be  enlisted 
because  they  arc  slaves,  and  cannot  contract ;  and  ibey 
cannot  be  enrolled  in  the  militia,  because  the  fundanei^t* 
al  militia  act  of  1792;  excluaes  all  but  free  white  roaks. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  do  away  this  right  of  pro- 
perty, by  comparing  slaves  with  apprentices  ;  butj^ihe? 
arccitizens,  and  participate  in  the  rights  and  burthens  cc 
tlie  Government,  and  are  not  property.     The  force  £*' 
this  suggestion,  however,  has  been   triufliphaiiflj  ^ 
down  by  the  gentleman  from  Lionisiana,  by  the  brief  «»■ 
swer  ihat,  if  there  were  any  analogy,  it  might  prove  Caff. 
the  master  of  an  apprentice  was  also  entitled  to  reimine 
ration  for  his  loss,  but  not  that  the  owners  of  slare*  ar.^ 
not  so  entitled. 

Not  a  single  case  has  been  presented  from  the  *c^*  ^\ 
Congress,  to  shew  that  any  principle  has  been  estab\»t 
ed  against  allowing  compensation  for  the  loss  or  injur}  «.* 
slaves  taken  for  the  public  use,  without  the  consem  ^ 
the  owner.  All  the  cases  cited,  were  instances  of  thc>.- 
luntary  risk  of  the  owners,  except  that  of  Purkill,  wbw« 
slave,  whilst  impressed  into  tlic  public  serrice,  wsssrp- 
posed  to  have  contracted  a  fatal  disease  by  workii^g  «* 
the  mud,  and  the  claim  for  remMneration  was  rejected  -: 
a  committee,  on  a  nice  distinction  between  direct  a:^ 
consequential  damages, 

The  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  Jn  this  case,  ha~ 
kindly  and  huioanely  suggested,  as  the  best 'scheme  i' 
obtaining  compensation  in  these  cases,  to  provide  t' 
placing  slaves  on  the  footing  of  a  militiaman,  I  tiow,  &*i 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  suggestksn,  as  I  cr  i 
sider  it  an  impeactiment  of  the  right  of  the  slave4iok'el 
under  the  existing  Constitution  ami  laws  :  for  these  V'^ 
vide  for  the  case  sufficiently— nay,  expressly.    Our  si**  J 
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are  properly,  and  not  citizens  :  and  1  will  not  consent  to 
place  them  on  the  ground  of  free  citizens.  Such  a  scheme 
»  directly  against  thcpolicy  of  the  General  Government, 
SR I  have  stated,  and  against  the  policy  necessary  to  the 
aalvation  of  certain  States,  which  is  to  exclude  them  from 
the  use  of  arms.     And  as  it  runs  counter  to  the  feelings 
of  Southern  men,  so  it  is  a  mockery  of  justice  as  a  reme- 
Bitt it  has  been  contended  that  there  is  fio  constitu- 
tional provision,  nor  any  existing  law,  to  authorize  the 
Government,  or  its  agents,  to  take  private  property  for 
the  public  use,  without  a  previous  contract,  and  that, 
even  in  the  exigencies  of  war,  neither  the  Government- 
nor  its  agents  can  seize  upon  &  slave,  in  a.  case  of  immi- 
nent public  peril,   or  necessity  ?  and   we  are   warned 
against  recognizing  the  lawless  acts  of  officers   with 
epaulettes  on  their  shoulders,  It- st  it  lead  to  tyranny.     I 
would  guaixl,  sir,  witli  as  much  care  as  any  man,  against 
the  slightest  enfringcment  of  individual  rights ;  but  this 
is  a   national    question,    which    involves    the    essential 
means  for  the  security  and  safety  of  this  whole  People, 
who  must,  in  time  of  war,  look  to  this  Government  for 
protection.     In  whatever  unpopular  light  some  gentle- 
men may  attempt  to  place  this  necessary  power,  in  lime 
of  \yiLr,l  am  of  opinion  that  the  Government  may  be 
justified,  iji  the  imminent  peril  of  war,  and  for  the  pub- 
lic safety,  to  seize  upo;i  such  private  property  as  the 
exigency.of  the  case  demands.     When  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  it  did  not  profess  to  provide  for  every  case, 
which  no  law  can  do  :  many  things  were  left  to  tlie  pre- 
existing principles  of  Government,  which  were,  known 
and  established.     The  fundamental  laws  of  society,  in 
every   regular   Government,   provides    for   the   case  in 
question  :  and  the  5th   article  of  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  is  only  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  citi 
zens  to  just  compensation,  and  affirms  the  existing  pow- 
er of  Government.     It  is  the  rock  of  our  salvation,  as 
it  is  the  means  of  general  protection,  under  this  Govern- 
ment, in  cases  of  extreme  public  danger.    This  dominium 
eminenSf  or  transcendental  propriety,  or,  power,  is  neces- 
sarily incideriUl  to  Governments  of  every  form,  and  it  is 
most  essential  to  a  Republic,  vsiicrein  the  general  good 
and  public  safety  are  to  he  always  provided  for?  and  in 
extreme  cases,  in  which  alone  it  is  to  be  exercised,  the 
necessity  of  seizing  on  private  property  most,  for  the 
time*  be  judged   of  by  the  Government  or  its  officers. 
The  power  rests  on  the  imminent  necessity  of  the  case. 
I  will  not  cite  authorities  here,  for  these  principles  are 
mentioned  and  stated  by  all  the  writers  on  political  law. 
But  g-entlemen  call  for  a  previous  special  law  to  be  pas- 
sed.     Now,  sir;  put  tlie  case  to  a  committee,  or  to  any 
member  of  this  House,  and  either  the  o«e  or  the  ojher 
will  tell  you,  that,  for  exigencies  so  various,  no  previous 
law  can  provide.    Therefore,  when,  under  this  eminent 
power,  the  property  of  an  individual  has  been  seized  by 
this   Government  for  the  public  safety  and  use,  (aft  ac- 
knowledf^ed,)  let  him  not  be  told  that  he  must  go  to  the 
c-pau letted  gentleman  for  his  damages  in  trespass. 

I  will,  sir.  ptit  one  case  ;  A  private  dwelling  i^  on  the 
point   of  being  taken  by  an  enemy,  which  might  give 
him   a   dangerous  foothold,  and  our  army. should  find  it 
essential     to   its  safety   to  drive  out   the   inhabitants— 
llioug-li  free  citizens — ^and  occupy  the  building,  or,  even 
for   the    salvation  of  the  People  from  a  conqueror,  to 
raze     it,     with    all  its    beautiful  gardens  and  impreve- 
ments,  to  the  ground.     The  act  is  of  direful  necessit;^  ; 
but  such  lilte  cases  are  put  and  recognized  by  the  writ- 
ers to  whom  I  allude.     And  wh.it,  sir,  distinguishes  this 
of  ours  from  other  Governments,  but  the  better  security 
which  is  aflbrded  by  it  to  the  liberties  of  the  citizens  ? 
A.n(\  yirin   you  take  away  from  it  a  needful  power— one 
essential  to  tile  protection  of  the  People  in  a  period  of 
wair  and  d»oger— because,  possibly,  at  some  period,  it 


may  be  abused  >  Shall  we  resign  the  essential  means  of 
the  public  safety,  from  a  fear  of  the  terrific  ghosts  of  & 
Pompey  or  a  Cscsar  ?  fs  it  really  expected,  sir,  that  these 
shadows  will  alarm  the  minds  of  a  free  and  enlightened 
Republican  People  ?  Who  are  we,  sir,  to  whom  these 
arguments  are  addressed  '  the  Hepresentatives  of  that 
People,  presumed  to  know  their  rights,  and  to  be  al- 
ways ready  to  guard  them.  And  we  are  told  that  we 
must  suffer  the  Government  to  be  destroyed,  or  the  Peo- 
ple conquered,  because  there  is  no  express  provision  in 
the  Constitution  for  using  private  piH)perty  for  their  safe- 
ty, in  case  of  great  necessity ;  and  that,  because,  per- 
chance, in  some  future  age,  a  tyrant  my  rise  up  amongst 
us,  we  must  at  once  lop  oil*  the  strongest  arm  of  our  se- 
curity ? 

I  will  forbear  further  remark,  and  will  only  add,  as 
to  the  many  admonitions  agair\|t  an  indulgence  m  warmth 
and  feeling,  that  it  unfortunately  happens  that  all  the 
cause  for  them,  is  on  otie  side,  not  on  the  other.  Those 
who  are  interested  immediately  against  the  destruction 
of  the  Individual  rights  in  this  species  of  property,  are 
they  who  ought  to  speak  and  demand  security  for  them. 
If  the  claim  of  this  petitioner  is  supported  by  proper 
proof — which  now  is  not  denied — I  humbly  trust  that  the 
grounds  and  principle^  of  the  amendment  will  be  recog- 
nized by  a  solemn  vote  of  this  House,  and  that  we  will 
not  he  turned  away  hy  a  loose  declamation,  not  applica- 
ble to  the  subject. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said,  he  would  have  been  much 
better  pleased  with  the  gentleman  fh>m  New  York  [Mr. 
Storks]  if  he  had  not  endeavored  to  shield  himself  trom 
the  effect  of  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  by  insisting 
ttiat,  as  his  remarks  were  made  in  committee,  they  could 
not  be  rephcd  to  in  the  House.  He  thought,  however, 
notwithstanding  the  device  of  the  honorable  mcDiber, 
he  might  be  able  to  debate  the  question.  The  speech 
of  the  gentleman  whs  iif  this  morning's  Journal  (  he  had 
read  it,  and  it  now  belonged  to  the  public*  He  there- 
fore proposed  making  a  few  remarks  upon  its-  most  pro- 
mitre  nt  features.  And  he  felt  the  more  solicitous,  be- 
cause it  contained  sentiments  that  ought  to  be  met,  and 
refuted  if  possible. 

The  honorable  member  objected  to  the  doctrine,  that 
private  property  coidd  be  legally  taken  for  public  use, 
unless  full  compensation  was  made  at  the  time.  He  con- 
tended that  the  literal  import  of  tlie  provision  in  the  Con- 
stitution, implied  payment  when  the  properly  was  to  be 
taken.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  that  was  the  true  construction, 
the  Constitution  coulil  not  have  continued  imtiUhis  timt:. 
It  would  have. been  no  comphment  upon  the  intelligence 
or  prudence  of  those  who  framed  it,  or  t!»ose  who  adopt 
ed  iti  But  what  clearly  illustrates  the  obvious  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  provision  about  private  property,  i9,-that 
it  is  found  in  one  of  the  amendiuents  to  the  Constitution 
— prepared,  says  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  to  keep 
Government  in  clieck.  If,  however,  it  had  been  devised 
for  the  purpose  of  demanding  compensation  at  the  time 
private  property  was  taken,  why  does  not  tl»e  provision 
embrace  that  idea  in  distinct  and  positive  teiMns  }  Amend- 
ments are  drawn  up  with  the  view  of  correctiiig  some 
oversights  or  omii>sions  in  the  origVnal  instrument  to 
which  thcy.are  supplementary.  They  are  always  pre- 
pared with  great  care,  to  meet  the  object  contemplated 
by  the  individuals  proposing  them.  And  as  that  amend- 
ment is  wholly  silent  as  to  paying  for  private  property  as 
soon  as  taken,  and  particularly  when  the  frame rs  were 
moulding  a  provision  of  caution  against  the  Government, 
as  the  honorable  member  alleges,  it  is  a  matter  of  irre- 
sistible inference  that  his  construction  is  erroneous.  * 
How  many  cases  had  the  gallant  men  witnessed,  who 
had  carried  their  country  safely  through  the  Revolution, 
that  warned  them,  as  men  enlightened  by  the  history  of 
the  times,  to  reject  the  notion  entertained  by  the  honor- 
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able  meraber.  Nothing:  could  have  induced  them  to 
adopt  4uch  a  clause.  The  payment  for  property  in  time 
of  war  must  depend  upon  the  clpcumstances  of  the  case. 
In  many  instances  the  officer  has  no  funds,  or,  if  he  should 
have  funds,  he  cannot  know  how  lon^^  he  would  wish  to 
retain  the  property  in  hisaervice — as  m  the  instance  of 
this  slavfe. 

Mr.  S.  said  tliat  he,  therefore,  felt  emboldened  in  as- 
serting, U)at,  as  the  words  about  immediate  payment 
were  not  to  be  fo\jnd  in  the  Constitution,  it  was  right  to 
^ke  private  property  for  the  use  of  the  Government, 
subject  to  valuation  and  future  payment. 

The  next  point  in  this  case,  BIr.  S.  said,  referred  to  an 
imputation  that  had  been  indirectly  cast  upon  another 
provision  of  the  Constitution.  The  honorable  member 
had  censored  Cicero  for  tlie  following  sentiment,  which 
lie  had  uttered  on  a  certain  memorable  occasion  :  '*/n- 
ier  anna  iiiaii  legn**^sa  eminently  fraught  with  evil. 
lie  would  have  made  the  House  believe,  from  his  re- 
marks, that  the  doctrine  then  advanced  had  never  been 
heard  of  since,  or  recognized  in  any  Governmtnt ;  that 
it  had  been  exploded  from  that  hour  to  the  present — so 
alarming  and  dangerous  was  it  in  its  nature.  Jle  con- 
tended  that  a  People  that  favored  such  a  doctrine  were 
fit  only  to  be  slaves.  Hear,  however,  what  the  sages  of 
'  the  Revolution,  the  fathers  <Jf  t)ie*Republic — men  ardent- 
ly devoted  to  U»eir  country's  prosQerit)-,  when  deliberat- 
ing upo'n  this  very  point,  decided.  TUey  resolved— and 
the  People  afterwards  sanctioned  their  work — that  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  should  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  in  a  case  of  rebellion,  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  mig:ht  reqtiire  it.  Thus  it  is  manifesr,  that 
this  sentiment,  odious  as  it  may  be  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  was  adopted  by  this  body  of  freemen,  with 
General  Washington  at  their  head,  who  had  ascertained 
what  powers  were  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Repub- 
lic. In  these  piping  limes  of  peace,  when  prosperity 
surrounds  us  every  where,  when  no  one  dreams  of  war, 
we  talk  most  valiantly,  against  military  power.  Our  form 
of  Government  was  however  designed  for  war,  as  well  as 
peace.  Tlie  ship  upon  the  tranquil  ocean  represents  our 
Constitution  in  times  of  repose.  But  when  the  storm  ra- 
ges, and  the  sea  threatens  her  -ivith  destruction — when 
her  mariners  arc  seen  throwing  part  of  her  cargo  over- 
board,.tl)en  we  have  some  conception  gf  the  Constitution, 
.  agitated  by  the  perils  of  war.  If  pressing  necessities  re- 
quire prompt  and  efBcicnt  means  to  save  the  nation,'  it 
would  be  i)ighly  criminal  not  to  report  to  them.  That  the 
Jionorable  member  should  have  omitted,  or  forgotten,  what 
is  thus  sanctioned  by  our  chai-ter  of  freedom,  is  rather 
strange.  • 

By  the  way  he  proves, the  cowai*dice  of  Cicero  in  ra- 
ther an  uniisuul  manner,  by  shewing  that  he  anxiously 
pressed  forward  to  meet  his  fate. 

IThe  SPKAKEU  here  suggested  to  Mr.  S.  that  he 
could  not  follow  the  honoi-able  member  into  his  debate  in 
committee-] 

Mr.  S.  (hen  s;iid,  he  would  advance  his  reasons  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  tmikiiig  compensation  |br  the  loss  of 
the  slavcw  occuring  from  his  working  at  the  enti-ehcliments 
at  New  Orleans.  In  the  course  of  the  arg^imcnt,  some 
gentlemen  had  urgttl  the  propriety  of  paying  for  the 
time  the  slave  was  in  the  service,  but  did  'not  feel  dis- 
posed to  go  any  further.  lie  was  willing  to  pay  the  loss 
.the  master  had  sustained.  And  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
consequence  to  him,  so  far  as  related  to  his  vote,  wheth- 
er the  man  was  impressed,  or  was  voluntarily  sent  by  his 
master.  To  pay  the  owner  for  the  hire  of  this  slave  was 
^ot  in  his  opinion,  *' full  compensation."  lie  said  he 
would  sustain  the  propriety  of  his  argument  from  the 
J'act,  that,  h1' hough  a  soldier  receives  his  monthly  pay, 
yet,  if  he  should  die  in  the  service,  a  pension  is  allowed 
to  Uts  wife.     This  is  a  matter  of  rep'aration.     It  is  intend- 


ed to  be  in  the  nature  of  an  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  one's 
services,  upon  which  the  wl^  looked  for  support.  He 
said,  if  we  applied  this  principle  to  the  owner  of  the 
slave,  who  has  lost  his  services,  there  can  be  but  Itttfe 
difficulty  in  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion  upon  this 
subject.  And  that  n/hia  opinion,  would  be  by  voting  for 
the  amendment  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SILAS  WOOD,  of  New  York,  stated,  Uiat  be 
should  not  have  taken  any  part  in  this  debate,  if  doc- 
trines had  not  been  advanced,  against  which  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  protest.  The  case  before  the  House  is  an 
application  for  compensation  for  property  impressed  for 
public  use.  Some  gentlemen,  in  order  to  support  the  daim, 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  justify  the  act  of  the  officer, 
performed^  .wttliout  legislative  authority,  as  a  legal  act, 
which  the  "Government  is,  of  course,  bound  to  indemaify. 
They  derive  the  authority  from  that  power,  which  rcsKfcs 
in  every  Government,  to  employ,  in  extreme  cases,  the 
whole  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  for  its  preserva- 
tion. It  is  conceded  that  sucli  a  power  exists  ;  but  it  is 
denied  that  tile.  Executive,  or  any  subordinate  officer, 
can  exercise  this  power,  without  the  authority  of  a  kv. 
None  of  tlie  powers  of  Government  can  be  exercised 
without  the  violation  of  the  Constitution,  until  the  extr 
cise  of  them  is  authorized  and  prescribed  l>y  law.  To 
contend  that  the  Executive,  or"  a  subordinate  oflicer,  lu,< 
aright,  without  law,  to  exert  this  authority,  is  to  clotlic 
him  with  legislative  power — ^is-  to  delegate  the  higliest 
exertion  of  legislative  authority  with  which  we  are  en< 
trusted,  to  a  subordinate  military  officer.  The  doctrine 
goes  to  legalize  the  acts  of  the  officer,  done  in  violation  *>\ 
the  most 'Sacred  rights  secured  by  the  Constitution.  Uc 
may  take  wH»at  property  he  pleases ;  hia  will  is  bisjitle  ,- 
and,  whatever  niay  be  the  occasion  of  the  impressment, 
or  the  amount  in  value,  you  will  be  bound  to  indemudy 
the  sitderers  without  inquiry. 

Sir,  it  is  by  small  encroachments  that  Ubedy  is  en- 
dangered. Grant  this  to  be  a  legitim.ite  power,  witlKHii 
its  being  prescribed  by  law,  and  you  admit  a  principV 
which  destroys  tl^r  guards  which  have  been  provided 
to  secure  personal  liberty,  and  private  pro[>erty,  s^- 
subvert  the  Constitution.  A  prudent  and  patriotic  Gee- 
eral  will  only  re^rt  to  impressment  when  U  is  neccssan 
to  secure  the  success  of  the  expedition  he  conducts.  A- 
aspiring  commander  will  go  further — and  so,  one  af:i' 
anoti>er,  each  enlarging  the  extent  of  his  usurpaiirms 
till  tiie  abuse  terminates  in  a  military  despotism.  Thtrt 
was  no  necessity  to  resort  to  this  desperate  dociiiae  f 
sustain  the  chum  to  indemnity  in  the  case  before  itf 
House.  There  are  cases  in  almost  every  war»  in  vis^'f^- 
the  com"Tfiander  of  the  forces  is  obliged  to  take  soroetK*: 
from  the  owners,  for  the  use  of  the  service,  to  ensure  ".i* 
success  of  an  eiUerprisc.  He  impresses  the  property,  *• 
sumes  the  responsibility  of  accounting  to  the  owner,  >  - 
relies  on  the  -justice  and  magnanimity  of  his  couptrv  * 
appreciate  his  motives,  and  to  indemnify  the  sufie^'" 
and,  in  all  cases  where  it  appears  tlic  ofncer  acted  *  ' 
good  faitl),  he  will  be  saved  harmless. 

Every  impressment,  without  law,  is  still  a  tres|»^    ' 
is  so  considered  by  the  3Sd  article  of  our  1KiVitar%-  L^'' 
It  is  so  considered  by  the  act  of  April  9th,    ISlftT    1 ' 
act,  made  to  compensate  such  whose  properly  had  b<^' 
impressed  for  public  use,  required*  that   every   per*' 
who  received  compensation    for  property    ^vhich    --* 
bcfiu  impressed,  should,  at  the  same  time,  execute  a^ 
lease  of  all  claims  against  the  officer  who  impressct.^  "1 
property.     The  courts,  also,  in  which  suits  lia\-e  b<^l 
prosecuted  by  those  whose  property  had  been  Imx^i 
ed,  against  the  officers  who  impressed  U,  have  un.t.'ti 
ly  considered  the  act  a  trespass,  and    have  m^warded  u^l 
ages  against  the  officer.    The  cases  in  wlitch   »  <  ' 
mandinj;^  officer  may  find  the  success  of  an    exped-tl 
to  i*equire  that  private  property  should  be  taLketi  for  p4 
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Ik  seryiee,  may  be  reduced  ta  two  classes  ;  1st,  cases  of 
obvious  occurrence,  which  might  be  provided  for,  but 
for  which  no  legal  provision  has  been  made ;  2d,  con- 
tingent cases^^  which  could  not  be  foreseen  or  provided 
for.  Our  Military  law  makes  no  provision  for  impress- 
ment of  property.  The  British  Mutiny  act  provides  for 
billeting,  and  for  the  impressment  of  teams  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army  on  a  march. 

The  Colonv  of  New  York  during  tlie  French  war, 
authorized  and  regulated  the  impressment  of  certain  ar- 
ticles of  private  property,  which  they  foresaw  would  be 
necessary  to  tlie  seasonable  march  of  their  troops  to  the 
scenes  of  Action.    Cases  must  occur,  under  the  limited 
provisions  of  our  act,  where  additional  means  to  those 
which  are  provided^  will  become-  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess of  a  military  enterprise.     This  was  the  fact  in  thfi 
case  before  the  Mouse.     Tlic  enemy  Were  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ;  an^  important  city  was  threatened  with  con- 
quest and  pillage — to  ensure  the  vigor  and  despatch 
wtcessary  to  complete  the  works  of  defence,  to  convey 
the  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  to  the  ground, 
and  to  get  the  army  in  readiness  to  repel  the  enemy,  it 
was  necessary  to  put  the  whole  physical  force  of  the 
country  in  requisition.     The  petitioner's  property  was 
taken,  and  one  of  the  slaves  received  material  injury  in 
the  public  service..  The  impressment  is  prestimed  to 
bav<i  been  made  in  good  faith,  and  for  the  public  good  ; 
others,  in  like  circumstances,  have  received  compensa- 
tion, and,  in  my  opfnion,  the  petitioner  ought  to  receive 
the  same  treatment.     I  would  never  consent  to  ind^m* 
nify  for  a  wanton  or  unnecessary  exercise  of  authority. 
There  is  no  pretence  that  that  was  the  case  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  and  indeed  such  cases  will  very  i-arely  oc- 
cur.    The  liability  of  an  officer  to  remunerate  the  own- 
er in  damages  for  the  property  impressed,  and  the  hazard 
of  being  refused  an  indemnity  by  Congress,  in  case  the 
act  was  not  palpably  necessary,  will  generally  afford  suffi- 
cient security  aninst  the  abuse  of  power. 

The  only  difficulty  in  this  case  is  to  fix  on  a  satisfac- 
tory rule  t)f  damages,  or  mode  of  compensation.     If  a 
jury  of  the  vicinity  had  passed  on  the  case,  I  should 
adopt  their  verdict.    If  any  correct  estimate  can  be  made 
of  what  that  w^ould  probably  be,  it  may  be  prober  to 
I       adopt  that  sum.     If  the  amount  of  damages  can  not  be 
satisfactorily  ascertained,  I  know  of  no  other  mode  of 
compensation  but  to  treat  the  slave  as  a  volunteer  militia- 
,       man,  and  place  him  upon  the  pension  list,  with  a  pension 
I       proportioned  tr>  the  degree  of  his  disability.     If  any  more 
I      eligible  mode  of  compensation  can  be  suggested,  1  shall 
^       be  willing  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT  observed,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  the 
question  before  the  House,  but  to  express  in  the  simplest 
form  in  his  power,  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject, 
and  the  considerations,  which  would  govern  him,  in  giv- 
ing his  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment.     In  the  fii-st 
place,  continued  Mr.  E.,  in  reply  to  the  inguiry  of  the 
g-entleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wood,]  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Litikostow]  professed  him- 
self unable  fully  to  answer,  I  would  observe,  that  it  ap- 
pears, from  the  original  pa]>ers  of  the  case,  that  the  slave 
impressed  sustained  an  injury  from  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my ;  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  eye  and  left  arm, 
deprived  of  his  eye  and  permanently  weakened  in  his 
limb  ;  so  that  the  injury  suffered  was  Uie  direct  and  not 
tlie  consequential  effect  of  the  impressment.    In  answer 
to    the  other  demand  of  the  same  gentleman,  viz  :  for  a 
'    rneasure  of  damages,  I  would  farther  observe,  said  Mr. 
Jg:.»  that  a  tribunal,  which  I  take  to  be  the  usual  one  in 
such   cases,  two  or  three  neighbors,  had  testified  that 
tliey  conceived  the  owner  of  the  slave  to  have  suffered 
un  injury,  to  the  amount  of  the  compensation  now  claim- 
ed.     This  testimony  may  be  seen  among  the  original  pa- 
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pers  of  the  case  ;  wbidi,  though  too  long  to  be  con- 
veniently read,  may  be  consulted  by  any  gentleman,  at 
the  Clerk's  table. 

The  real  merits  of  the  question,  said  Mr.  B.,  may,  in 
my  opinion,  be  reduced  to  narrower  limits  than  might  be 
supposed,  from  the  wide  ran^e  of  the  discussion.  The 
claim  arises  under  that  provision  of  the  Constitution—^ 
that  amendment  of  the  Constitution — by  which  it  is  guar- 
antied that  "  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic use,  without  just  compensation."  Now,  sir,  by  re- 
jectiiig  this  amendment,  we  virtually  introduce  into  this 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  the  qualification  '<  except- 
ing slaves."  We  make  it  read,  "  nor  shall  private  pro- 
perty, excepting  slaves,  be  taken  for  the  publlt  use, 
without  just  compensation."  I  am  prepared  to  say, 
without  scruple^  that  if,  at  the  time  of  discussing  and 
adopting  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  it  had 
been  proposed  to  insert  such  a  qualification  of  it,  it 
would  have  been  fatal  not  merely  to  the  amendment,-  but 
to  the  Constitution  itself.  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the 
candor  and  common  sense  of  every  g^nt4eman,  in  the 
House,  whether  a  proposition  going,  in  effect,  to  say,  , 
that  **private  property,  in  slaves,  might  be  taken  for  the 
public  use,  Without  just  compensation,"  would  have  been 
entertained  for  a  moment,  when  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  were  adopted. 

There  is,  I  oun,  continued  Mr.  B.,  one  view  of  the 
matter,  wliich  struck  me  with  some  force,  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  allowance  of  this  claim.  Admitting  the  prin- 
ciple, that  property  impressed  into  the  public  service  is 
to  be  paid  for,  the  measure  of  compensation  is  to  be 
sought,  in  what  would  have  been  tlie  terms  of  a  con- 
tract, had  the  property  been  taken  under  contract  with 
the  owner  and  not  impressed.  Now  it  may  be  said,  that 
no  person  hiring  a  slave,  would  insure  his  life,  which  we 
virtually  d«  if  we  pay  this  claim.  This  objection,  how- 
ever, seeths  to  me  only  plausible.  Suppose  the  Mayor 
of  New  Orleans,  instead  of  impressing  a  slave,  had  come 
to  his  owner,  and  proposed  to  hire  him,  would  not  the 
owner,  in  making  his  terms,  have  said,  **  this  is  no  com- 
mon case  of  service  ;  you  want  the  man,  not  to  work  in 
your  garden  or  plantations,  but  on  the  lines,  where  he  is 
to  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  from  morning  to 
niglit.  I  cannot  yield  him,  at  the  usual  rate  of  wages ; 
1  must  be  paid  according  to  the  peculiarly  dangerous 
nature  of  the  service."  Such  would  be  the  language  of 
the  owner  ;  and  the  least  he  would  demand  would  be  in- 
demnity against  the  damage  actually  sustained ;  on  the 
common  principles  of  contracts,  he  ought  to  have  more ; 
lie  ought  to  be  indemnified  against  the  risk  of  the  total 
loss  of  the  slave.  I  therefore  know  of  no  better  mea- 
sure of  the  compensation,  to  which  D'Auterive  is  now 
entitled,  than  that  which  is  found  in  these  documents — 
the  judgment  of  the  Physician — the  opinion  of  the 
neiglibors,  that  g  loss  to  the  Amount  claimed  has  been 
sustained :  for  it  was  sustained  by  the  dh-ect  effect  of  ex* 
posure  to  danger,  known  to  exist  when  the  man  was  sub- 
jected to  it,  and  against  which  his  owner  would  have 
stipulated  in  a  contract. 

i  cannot  admit,  said  Mr.  E.,  tliat  the  nature  of  tlie 
right  of  impressment,  or,  if  you  please,  the  quality  of 
the  act  of  impressment  necessarily  comes  into  discussion 
here.  We  are  not  now  called  to  legalize  t.if  I  tnay  use 
that  word)  the  act,  by  which  this  property  was  impress- 
ed. We  did  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  We  paid 
D*Auterive  for  his  other  property,  taken  at  the  same  time. 
On  the  passage  of  the  bill,  makmg  the  appropriation  for 
him,  I  do  not  find  that  a  division  took  place.  The  Yeas 
and  Nays  do  not  appear  to  liave  been  asked.  I  eannot 
find  the  name  of  either  of  my  friends  from  New  York 
[Messrs.  Wood  and  Storrs]  on  reeord  against  the  allow* 
ance  made  to  Marigny  D'Auterive  last  Winter.  It  is 
therefore  not  now  a  question,  whether  we  shall  adopt 
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the  ftct,  by  which  this  nrnn't  property  was  impressed  in- ! 
to  the  public  service ;  but  whether,  having  p^id  him  for 
a  part  of  it,  and  with  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims  in  favor  of  another  part,  we  shall  refuse  to  pay 
this  remaining  portion.  If  we  do  refuse,  it  must  be  on 
strong  grounds^  applicable  to  this  particular  part  of  the 
property.     The  preliminary  question  has  been  settled. 

Mr.  £.  said  he  should  not  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  the  precedents.  Among  all,  which  had  been  cited, 
there  appeared  to  be  but  one  of  an  impressed  slare,  and 
that  one  was  not  a  ease  fully  in  point  $  because  the  in- 
jury sustained,  although  probably  the  effect  of  the  ex- 
posure, was  not  ceruinly  so.  Granting,  however,  that 
It  were  fully  in  point,  it  would  still  make  but  a  single 
precedent  hitherto  produced,  against  such  an  allowance 
as  is  now  asked  :  an  insufficient  ground  certainly  for  re- 
iumng  to  pay  for  a  pui  t  uf  the  properly,  while  you  pay 
for  the  rest. 

The  urgumcnt  against  this  claim  drawn  from  the  ana- 
logy^ with  the  case  of  minors  and  apprentices,  who  might 
die  in  the  military  service  of  the  countiy,  said  Mr.  E.,  I 
heard  with  some  pain.  There  seems  to  me  no  resem 
blaiice,  scarce  a  shadow  of  likeness,  in  the  cases.  What, 
sir,  shall  we  adopt  an  analogy,  w^ich  would  make  the 
free  citizen  of  the  country,  because  he  lacks  a  year  or 
two  of  the  term  of  legal  majority,  the  property  of  his 
master  !  The  most  that  can  be  said,  is,  that  his  master 
or  father  has  a  qualified  property  in  his  services  ;  and 
this  is  balanced  by  obli^tions  essentially  reducing  the 
value  of  that  property,  in  a  pecuniary  view.  Besides 
thisy  the  analogy  supposes  what  cannot  happen.  The 
minor  and  apprentice  cannot  be  impressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country'.  If  they  enter  it  at  all,  it  must  be 
after  an  act  has  "been  passed  by  the  supreme  legislative 
authority  of  the  country,  emancipating  the  son  from  the 
patria  poiestas,  making  the  apprentice  «u(  juriB,  and 
thenceforwanl  competent  to  form  with  the  country  the 
contract  of  military  service,  When  he  has  thns  entered 
by  contract  into  the  military  service  of  the  country,  he 
is  there  for  himself,  for  hb  own  rights  as  a  citizen.  No 
doubt  such  a  law  is' an  invasion  of  the  interest  of  the 
parent  or  master,  in  the  minor's  services.  The  law, 
which  has  been  referred  to,  recognized  this,  in  assign- 
ing them  a  part  of  the  bounty  money ;  but  it  is  a  kind  of 
interest,  which,  if  extended  to  a  claim  for  an  indemnity  in 
money,  for  the  loss  of  tlie  life  of  a  free  citizen,  would  be 
in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  all  our  institutions. 

The  case  of  the  slave  impressed  is  totally  different. 
The  analogy  fails  in  the  most  important  points.  He  does 
not  enter  into  the  militaiy  service  of  the  country  by  con- 
tract. He  cannot  contract.  His  master  has  not  contract- 
ed for  his  slave.  On  the  contrar)',  at  a  moment  when, 
by  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  countiy,  he  is  the 
property  of  his  owner,  the  Government  comes  by  force, 
takes  him  awi^,  and  destroys  him  in  the  public  service. 
To  make  the  case  parallel,  we  must  suppose  an  act  of 
the  Government  emancipating  the  slaves,  and  enabling 
them  to  enlist  in  the  army.  Would  any  Government 
think  of  passing  a  law  simply  emancipating  the  slaves  of 
its  citizens,  without  making  any  compensation  to  their 
owners }  Such  an  act  would  indicate  a  tyranny,  as  ab- 
solute  as  any  that  ever  oppressed  a  people.  It  had  late- 
ly been  objeeted,  with  justice,  by  Lord  Howell,  to  the 
views  of  those  benevolent  persons  in  England,  who  wej*e 
contemplating  the  abolition  of  slavery,  that  they  looked 
too  much  to  the  condition  of  tlie  slave,  and  too  little  to 
the  rights  of  the  niaster ;  and  that  the  ideas  of  emancipa- 
tion and  compensation  ought  to  go  hand  and  hand. 

With  respect  to  the  dangers  to  flow  from  sanctioning 
the  act,  by  which  the  property  of  D'Autertve  was  im- 
pressed, it  is  not  now  a  (juestion.  We  have  already 
sanctioned  the  act,  by  making  compensation  for  a  part 
of  the  property.    It  will  not  be  averred,  that  the  inte- 


rest of  the  master  in  his  slave  is  more  sacred,  tiian  his  in- 
terest  in  any  other  and  all  other  kindf^of  property.  This 
argument  proves  too  much.  When  a  necessi^  of  im- 
pressment exists,  I  taiow  of  no  species  of  property  that 
can  be  protected.  In  the  extreme  need  of  the  country, 
it  must  be  defeiKled  by  all  iu  physical  means.  We 
have  sanctioned  the  act,  by  which  our  officer  went  into 
D' Auterivc's  enclosure,  and  took  his  cart,  his  horse,  and 
his  wood.  Is  it  less  dangerous  to  sanction  this  invasion 
of  property,  than  an  invasion  of  that  in  a  slave?  I  know 
the  power  of  impressment  is  the  most  odious  in  the 
world*  It  rests  on  the  mobt  odious  plea ;  that  of  neces- 
sity, which  knows  no  law.  I  would  do  nothing  to  ex- 
tend  it.  I  would  do  every  thing  to  restrain  it.  But  how 
shall  we  best  limit  and  bound  it  ?  How  can  we  do  so 
more  effectually,  than  by  imposing  a  rigid  law  of  com- 
pensation ?  How  can  we  better  heal  the  violated  law  of 
property,  than  by  making  fair  payment  of  tlie  injury  sas- 
taitied. 

l^Ir.  £.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had  looked  In- 
to the  original  papers,  and  found  what  he  r^;aided  ai 
evidence  of  the  impressment  4  he  had  found  proof,  that 
the  injury  arose  from  the  fire  of  '.he  enemy ;  he  had 
found  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  extent  of  the  injury ; 
and  ha%ing  already  agrecd.to  pay  D'Auterive  for  a  pan 
of  his  property,  he  could  not  now  consistently  rduse  to 
pay  him  for  the  remainder. 

Mr.   ALLEN,  of  Massachusetts,   said,  he  bad  not  ia- 
tended  to  say  any  thing  in  this  case ;  but  be  owed  it  to 
himself  to  state  his  reasons,  to  sustain  the  vote   he  uas 
about  to  give.  But,  aflcr  all  the  argument  and  eloquence 
they  had  heard  oh  the  subject,  he  would  add  bnt  very 
little  to  the  debate.     He  said,  he  considered  that  i^e 
right  of  the  master  in  the  shive  was  founded  solely   m 
the  municipal  law  of  the  place,  and  he  was  bound  Vo  re- 
spect the  right,  as  assured  by  the  laws  of  the  SUte  where 
this  relation  is  recognized,  and  disclaimed  all  right  to  in- 
terfere with  it  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govenuacm. 
Thesubject  was  exclusively  within  the  competence  d  the 
States  where  slavery  exists,  and  this  Government  has  no 
authority  or  power  over  it.     Still,  there  was  a  distinctioa 
between  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave,  and  that  of 
ihe  owner  of  other  subjects  of  property.    Tlie  right  rf 
the  master  rests  solely  in  the  municipal  law  o€  the  place 
and  is  limited  to  the  jusisdiction  of  the  State.     If  the 
slave,  therefore,  pass  out  of  that  juristliction,  and  into  » 
Government  which  does  not  recognize  this  kind  of  pro- 
perty, the  right  of  the  master  falls,  there'  being  no  lavl» 
sustain  it.  Not  so  with  other  property.  This  is  fbundedis 
a  principal  of  universal   law,  and  the  right  of  the  owncf 
is  recognized  and  protected  in  every  civilized  countr>.  It 
was  on  account  of  this  distinction  that  the  holden  «t 
slaves  thought  an  express  provision  necessaiy  in  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  in  order  that  they  might  redairo  tbem 
when  found  in  States  where  th^  municipal  law  does  vtft 
authorize  this  kind  of  property.     If  this  property  hai 
rested  on  the  same  foundation  as  other  property,   e^ 
such  provision  woujd  have  been  necessary.     The  ovnef 
might  have  taken  it  under  tlie  universal  law,  ma  be  mif:^ 
other  propeKy,  or  might  have   found   redreaa   in    t^ 
Courts  in  the  like  manner.     It  belonj^  to  the  mumopa^ 
law  to  settle  relations  between  individuals— to   refpoUte 
the  rights  between  private  men.     The  right  ol  the  G^ 
vemment  over  the  person,  and  to  the  pi*opertjr  of  the  ca- 
izen,  pertains  to  the  pubFic  law,  or,  as  it  is  aometkaek 
tailed,  the  law  of  empire. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  Is  not  conapeteot  i^ 
this  Government  to  provide  by  law  for  calling  out  t^*- 
description  of  persons  for  the  defence  of  the  ctMintiy 
It  pertains  to  all  sovereignty  to  defend  the  territory  a*  ^ 
the  people,  and  all  the  strength  and  resources  clif  tii* 
country,  are  put  at  its  clisposal  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  t^.  * 
duty.     Will  any  one  say  tliat  it  was  not  competent  t^ 


<061 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1062 


Jaw.  18,  1828.] 


Case  of  Afarigni/  D'Auierive, 


[H.  or  R. 


Ihese  States,  in  case  of  imminent  dangler,  before  they 
became  a  party  to  the  Federal  Government,  to  call  out 
this  description  of  persons,  and  to  form  them  into  a  mili- 
tary force  for  the  public  defence  ?     I  believe  this  expe- 
dient has  been  resorted  to  in  gteat  exigencies,  in  all 
countries  where  slavery  has  existed.    If  the  defence  of 
the  country  then  has  been  (^svolved  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
It  has  not  a  strict  right  to  resort  to  this  kind  of  force 
for  the  necessary  defence.    It  would  be  one  of  (lie  last 
expedients,  however,  to  which  I  would  be  willing  to  re- 
sort.    But,  suppose  such  a  force  brought  into  the  field, 
would  this  Govemmeut  be  obliged  to  pay  for  all  that 
might  be  killed  in  battle  )  I  trust  not.  It  would  be  beyond 
the  resoiu'ccs  of  any  country.     A  single  regiment  might 
create  a  burden  upon  the  Treasury  of  a  million  of  dollars. 
But,  said  Mr.  A,,  the  claim  of  the  master  is  not  sustained 
by  any  principle  of  law  applicable  to  the  case.    When 
the  slave  is  impressed  into  the  public  service,  the  rela- 
tion created  by  the  municipal  law  is  suspended  betweeh 
him  and  his  master,  and  he  is  brought  under  the  public 
law  which  regards  him  as  a  person  and  not  as  property 
-^subjects  him  to  discipline,  and  makes  him  answerable 
for  his  acts,  and  punishable  for  his  delinquencies.  Govern- 
ment bad  at  all  times  a  direct  and  paramount  right  to  the 
services  of  this  description  of  persons.     They  owed  this 
duty  to  Government,  and  the  property  of  the  master  was 
always  subject  to  it.   The  Government  then  is  not  bound 
to  pa]^  the  master  for  his  slave  killed  in  battle,  or  for 
any  injury  he  may  receive.     Mr.  A.  said,  he  would  not 
deny  to  the  Government  the  right  of  impressment,  yet 
no  provision  could  be  made  beforc-hand  to  vest  any  of 
ks  officers  with  a  di^retion  in  the  exercise  of  it.     But 
there  were  cases  of  extreme  necesnity,  and  this  at  New- 
Orleans  was  one  of  them,  when  tlie  comnaanding  officer 
of   an  ansy  in  some  sense  represents  the   whole   So- 
vereignty, and  tnight  command  all  the  resources  in  his 
power  for  the  defence  of  the  couiitry.     But  this  did  not 
impart  any  strength  to  the  master's  claim  for  indemnity. 
It  must  stand  on  its  own  basis,  and  not  oii  the  character 
of  the  act  by  which  the  damage  was  occasioned. 

If. compensation  were  given  i.n  this  case,  it  might 
form  a  dangerous  precedent.  The  slave-hoUling  States 
.would  be  slow  to  recognize  it.  Suppose  some  com- 
mander^of  an  army,  from  a  different  part  of  the  Union, 
And,  on  that  account,  with  less  of  their  confidence  in  this 
particular,  should  resort  to  this  expedient,  and  impress 
slaves  into  the  military  service,  wotild  it  not  create  great 
sensibility  in  the  Southern  States  ?  Would  they  con- 
sent to  it  ?  Mr.  A.  said  he  would  wiiili  to  remunerate 
the  sufferer  for  any  loss  he  might  sustain  in  the  needful 
<1efence  of  the  country,  yet  it  would  be  hazardous  to  re- 
cognize the  principle  involved  in  this  case  :  that  it  was 
not  requiretl  by  justice  or  policy,  and  might  be  danger- 
ous to  liberty  and  property. 

Mr.  HAILE,  in  rising  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this 
qucsfinn,  expressed  his  hope  that  no  other  apology 
would  be  deemed  necessaiy,  than  the  fact  thst  he  w.ts 
the  only  Hepresentative  of  a  State  which  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  decision  to  which  the  House  should 
come.  It  was  natural,  theiefore,  that  lie  should  feel 
some  interest,  and  also,  that  his  constituents  should  feel 
some  anxiety  while  tiiis  discussion  is  pro£p*essing.  It 
uas  natural,  he  said,  from  his  local  situation,  that  he 
should  feci,  and  th.it  his  constituents  should  also  feel, 
concerned  in  the  principle  involved  in  the  amendment 
pf*oposed.  It  was  natural,  too,  that,  as  he  was  the  only 
Hepresentative  from  the  Stale,  his  constituents  should 
expect  that  he  would,  at  least,  utter,  on  this  occasion, 
something  of  what  he  knew  to  be  their  feelings  and 
wishes.  It  was  his  duty  to  convince  this  House,  and  bis 
own  constituents,  that  he  was  not  regardless  of  the  in- 
terest intrusted  to  his  care.     He  rose  principally  for 


the  purpose  of  urging,  at  this  late  hour,  a  decision  of  the 
question,  a^  he  was  satisfied  in  his  own  mind»  that^  the 
opinion  of  eveiy  gentleman  was  made  up  ;  and  that 
there  are  other  and  great  interests  to  be  consulted,  that 
are  now  delayed  by  this  protracted  discussion.  He 
would  ask  if  any  good  result  is  expected  to  grow  out  of 
the  discussion  of  matters,  foreign  to  the  question,  and 
that  have  no  reference  to  it?  He  remembered,  that 
when  the  memorable  Missouri  question  was  agitated, 
and  discussed,  with  all  the  excitement  that  grew  out  of 
it,  that  the  hopes  of  the  slaves  for  freedom  were  strong- 
ly excited — excited  in  some  States  even  to  rebellion,  of 
which  melancholy  examples  were  the  consequence.  Ho 
wotild  not  say,  that  some  of  the  language  used  and  ut- 
tered in  this  debate  might  spread  the  same  contagious 
influence  abroad,  even  to  that  region  of  country,  in 
whose  peace  and  welfiire  he  should  always  feel  a  lively 
interest.  To  avert  a  calamity  like  this,  was  his  princi- 
pal Inducement  for  trespassing  on  the  time  of  the  House. 
Sir,  the  hopes  of  the  slave  for  freedom  may  be  inspired 
by  gentlemen,  without  knowing  that  they  only  add  ano- 
ther link  to  the  chain  that  fetters  this  population  ;  they 
only  add  to  that  quantum  of  misery  that  the  People  of 
the  South  have  attempted  to  mitigate,  by  kindness. 

No  gentleman  has,  he  believed,  pretended  to  deny 
the  validity,  and  the  sacred  and  unqualified  right,  of  the 
slave  owner.  This  was  admitted  on  all  sides.  But,  in 
Qrder  to  resist  the  claim,  gentlemen  say,  and^  so  do  the 
Committee,  that  this  '*  species  of  prqperty"  Is  not  a  fit 
subject  forlmlemnity;  and  that  the  Government  have  nev- 
er regarded  slaves  as  property.  I  will  not  condescend 
to  argue  on  such  a  proposition  ;  I  will  not  condescend  to 
argue  the  fact,  whether  slaves  are  property  to  the  mas- 
ter, or  ever  were  regarded  by  the  Government  as  such. 

The  only  trtie  question  seemed  to  him  to  be, 
whether  the  officer,  under  the  exigencies  of  a  state  of 
war,  may  not  impress  the  private  property  of  the  citizen  ? 
I  place  slaves  on  the  same  footing  as  .other  property. 
You  can  make  no  distinction,  and  ail  the  arg^iments  in 
the  world  would  not  weaken  this  position— a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  Constitution — protected  and  defined 
by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  several  States.  On  this 
question,  no  reasonable  man  can  hesitate  for  one  mo- 
ment. The  right  of  impressment  has  been  admitted  by 
this  House  for  many  years,  in  the  payment  of  various 
claims  of  individuals  for  property  impressed.  Will  we 
stop  to  inquire  into  the  motives  that  operated  on  the 
mind  of  a  military  commander,  invested  and  clothed 
with  all  that  power  that  springs  from  a  state  of  dan^r 
and  alarm — that  power,  that  originates  from  necessity, 
that  knows  no  law — will  we  stpp  to  ask,  at  such  a  mo< 
ment  of  danger  as  that,  whether  the  impressment  of 
property  for  the  public  Service,  to  contribute  to  the  ge- 
neral Cfood,  was  justifiable  or  not  }  What !  when  that 
city,  which  is  the  key  of  all  our  Western  States— 1  might 
Hiy  of  this  umpire— was  at  stake,  threatened  with  the 
most  terrible  evils  from  an  invading  foe,  was  it  an  hour 
to  cavil  about  law  ?  Necessity  dictated  laws  for  that 
occasion,  and  the  result  convinced  the  world,  that  the 
means  employed  were  honorable. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  not  ^  home  and  tell  my  con- 
stituents that  I  deemed  their  rights  of  property  so  pre- 
carious as  to  justify  me  in  their  defence.  I  would  as 
soon  discuss  a  question,  whether  the  wool  which  grows 
on  the  sheep  of  our  Northern  brethren  (about  which 
we  have  lately  heard  so  much,  and  shall  soon  hear 
more)  belongs  to  the  farmer  who  rears  it.  This  right 
of  property  is  sacred  in  every  SUte.  It  cannot  be  touch- 
ed by  this  House — ^it  cannot  be  reached  in  its  I^glshu 
live  capacity.  It  is  beyond  the  jurisdiction  not  only  of 
Congress,  but  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  b  a  tab- 
jeet  exdusively  of  municipal  regulation— and  if  the 
State  of  Louisiana  declares  that  slaves  are  propertj% 
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this  House  must  recognize  them  as  such.  If  a  Federal 
ofHcer  has  seized  upon  the  property  for  public  use, 
the  owner  can  demand  compensation,  under  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  says,  "  private  proper- 
ty shall  not  betaken  for  public  use,  without  just  compen- 
sation." 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no~ authority  vested  in 
any  officer,  that  authorizes  him  to  impress  slaves;  and 
that  the  officer  who  does  so  is  a  trespasser.  He  might 
be  deemed  so  on  any  trivial  occasion.  But,  «ir,  wotild 
you,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  this  impressment 
was  made  in  this  case,  consign  your  officer  to  the  igno- 
miny of  a  trial ;  and  force  the  party  aggrieved  to  seek 
redress  and  damages  from  the  gallant  defender  of  his 
country  ?  A  gentleman  from  New  York  [B4r.  Wood] 
says,  if  the  officer  had  been  prosecuted  by  the  civil  au- 
thorities, and  the  damages  ascertained  by  a  jury,  he. 
would  vote  for  the  claim.  Such  a  rule  has  never  been 
i^equired  in  any  former  case.  Under  the  peculiar  cii^ 
ciimstances  of  this  case,  it  would  have  been  ungenerous 
to  have  turned  tlie  defender  of  his  country  over  for  trial, 
and  perhaps  have  him  mulcted  in  a  heavy  (ine,  and 
then  throw  him  upon  this  House  for  indemnity  and  re- 
lease from  the  judgment.  I  hope  we  will  never  imitate 
the  ancients  in  their  treatment  of  their  benefactors. 
We  liave  too  much  generosity  to  consign  our  deliverers 
to  a  prison,  and  leave  them  to  the  fate  of  Miltiades.  He 
trusted  such  a  principle  would  never  be  adopted  bv  this 
House. 

The  interest,  Mr.  H.  said,. he  felt  on  this  occasion,  is 
perfectly  natural — it  ma)r  result  from  his  education,  his 
habits  of  thought,  and  from  his  situation  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  People  who  are  deeply  involved  in  the 
consequences  of  your  decision.  If  this  House  is  about 
to  say  that  private  property  can  be  taken  for  public  uise 
without  just  compensation,  then  the  People  have  mista- 
ken the  Constitution  under  which  they  live.  I  perfectly 
agree  with  the  sentiment  just  axprewed  by  the  gentle- 
nyan  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Evrrstt]  that,  if  such  an 
exception  had  been  expressed,  as  the  one  contended  fur 
by  the  Committee  of  Clainosy  when  the  Constitution  was 
presented  for  adoption,  it  never  would  have  been  ratified; 
and  our  voices  would  not  have  been  heard  to-day  in 
this  hall.  He  had  too  high  a  regard  for  the  feelings  and 
character  of  tlie  House,  and  too  much  reliance  on  ttie 
integrity  and  Justice  of  its  members,  to  believe,  for  one 
moment,  that  they  will  sanction  a  distinction  attempted 
to  be  made  between  the  preperty  of  citizens  of  differ* 
ent  sections  of  this  Union.  He  did  not  believe  we  Iiad 
reached  this  state  of  things  at  this  time.  He  would  never 
despair  of  the  Republic  until  tiie  attempt  was  really 
made  to  draw  such  a  line  of  unjust  and  odious  distinction 
-*till  the  rights  of  one  portion  are  sacrificed  to  the  am- 
bition or  avarice  of  another.  In  conclusion,  he~  would  say» 
emphatically,  that  he  would  not  despair,  so  lung  as  the 
rights  of  his  constituents  were  regarded^  and  preserved 
fi*«m  any  unhallowed  gn»p.  For  himself,  he  would  under- 
take, on  such  a  (jueation^nd  the  time  may  come,  when 
he  should  feel  liimself  justified  to  use  the  language  of 
Hotspur — 

"  To  cavil  on  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair"— 
and  that,  too,  with  arms  in  his  hands. 
[Here  the  debate  closed  for  to-day.] 

Saturday,  Jahuart  19,  1828. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read, 
Mr.  SWAN,  oi  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Spbaxsr  :  It  ha9  become  my  painful  duty  to  an- 
nounce to  the  House  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  GEORGE  HOLCOMBE,  late  a  Representative 
ftqm  New  Jersey,  j 


To  the  Members  of  this  House;  and  especially  those 
who  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  deceased,  no  eulogium  can  be  necessary  from 
me. 

Exhausted  by  the  pressure  of  a  protr4<;ted  but  unyield- 
ing disease,  he  sunk  into  the  embrace  of  death,  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  instant. 

To  his  fiimily,  sic,  the  loite  is  irreparable — the  affection- 
ate  husband  aiid  the  kind  parent  is  no  more. 
•    Mr.  S.  then  moVed  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, from  a  sincere  desire  of  sliowing  every  mark  of 
respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon,  GEORGE  HOL- 
COMBE,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into  mourning 
one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round 
the  left  arm. 

Rcsohed,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  directed  to 
notify  the  Executive  of  New  Jersey  of  the  vacancy  in  the 
represenUtion  of  that  State,  by  the  death  of  GEORGK 
HOLCOMBE. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  % 

And  the  House,  thereupon,  adjourned. 

.  MoasAT,  Jaruahy  21,  1828. 
No  business,  giving  rise  to  debate »  was  transacted  thb 
day. 

Tuesday,  jAirvAsr  22,  182& 
RETRENCHMENT. 
Mr.  CHILTON  moved  the  following  te^kftions  : 

1.  :Re»olved^  That  it  is  expedient  to  dischaqgc  the  Sa* 
tional  debt,  without  unavoidable  delay  ;  to  mccompHah 
which  desirable  object,  a  resort  td  a  genenl  sjrstem  ot 
retrenchment  is  necessary.  This,  it  is  concehred,  cam  on- 
ly be  effected T>y 

First.  A  judicious  reduction  of  the  number  of  officers 
receiving  salaries  or  pay  from  the  General  Govemmem, 
and  of  the  salaries  of  such  as  are  necessarily  retained  in 
public  service  :  avoiding,  in  each  instance,  the  adoption 
of  any  measure  which  would  be  incompatible  with  our 
national  dignity. 

Second.  By  avoiding  each  and  every  appropriation  w 
expenditure  of  public  money  which  is  not  imperiously  de- 
manded by  the  justice  of  the  claim,  or  the  necesnties  c^ 
the  Government,  with  a  view  to  its  efficient  operatioe  is 
a  spirit  oi  republican  simplicity  and  economy. 

2.  Hetohed,  That  the  matters  and  things  contained  ¥% 
the  fbregoing  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ti 
Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  report  to  this  Hcxae 
what  offices,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  most  adTantageoutilT 
discontinued,  wliat  salaries  will  reasonably  bear  rcrtluclks^ 
and  such  other  means  of  retrenchment  as  to  tbem  any 
seem  necessary. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Mcduffie  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  W&v^ 
and  Means)  said,  that  he  shouki  be  glad  to  hear  ni^v 
specifications  of  the  objects  to  which  the  mover  of  tbe 
resolution  wished  to  direct  the  Committee's  attentiofw 
He  should  be  sorry  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  avui  Mes^s 
should  be  obIige<l  to  revise  the  whole  system  of  Govern 
ment  of  the  United  States,   the  Civil  Department,  tte 
Army  and  the  Navy.     The  abstract  propositions  in  ibe 
resolution  were  certainly  just.     It  was  very  deslrAt>)e  ifeat 
the  unnecessary  expense  of  Government  should  be  redy^c- 
ed  ;  that  the  public  debt  should  be  paid  ;  and  that  eci> 
nomy  in  the  public  expenditures  shoald  be  promotei- 
But  really,  as  the  resolution  now  stood»  he  aho«i1d  feel  at 
a  loss  where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end.     If  the  h<»niaf>* 
ble  gentleman  wished  to  dirainisli  the  number  of  miLo* 
ry  officers,   he  ought  to  have  directed  an  inquiry  bv  ih: 
Committee  on  Mihtary  A^Fiiirs.     If  he  was  desirous  of  re- 
ductng  the  number  of  officers  in  the  Navy,  or  rather,  ol 
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preventing  their  unnecessary  increase,  the  resolution 
ought  to  nave  been  sent  to  tue  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs ;  but  it  did  not  appertain  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  say,  whether  the  several  branches  of  the 
public  establishments  wei>e,  or  were  not,  too  large. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  in  reply  to  Mr.  McDvffis's  inquiry, 
and  in  support  and  explanation  of  his  proposition,  rose, 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  resolutions  which  I  have  just  had 
the  honor  to  submit,  contemplate,  in  the  first  place,  the 
establishment  of  one  grand  national  truth — a  truth,  in- 
deed, of  axiomatic  character,  to  wit :  that  a  national  debt 
is  a  national  curse,  and  should,  hence,  be  liquidated  and 
discharged  with  all  convenient  despatch.  This  doctrine 
is,  indeed,  not  only  unlike,  but  the  reverse  of  that  which 
has  been  a^in  and  again  contended  for  by  some  mem- 
bers of  this  community:  and  which,  to  some  extent,  it 
would  seem,  has  received  our  sanction,  by  our  conduct ; 
but  experience,  the  most  Jtrusty  of  all  monitors,  has  at 
last  exploded  Ihc  heresy,  and  the  American  People 
begin  to  look  with  fond  concern  to  that  serine,  upon 
which  they  wfll  be  able  to  proclaim  them^^lves  politi- 
cally, civilly,  religiously,'and  morally  fi^e. 

The   remainder  of  my   proposition  divides  itself  into 
three  piu-ts.     The  two  first  are  mere  specifications  un- 
der the  general  maxim,  first  attempted  to  be  establish- 
ed, and  designed  to  designate  the  means  by  which  its 
object  can  be  accomplished.     The  third  relates  merely 
to  the  Committee  of  this  House  to  which  the  whole  sub- 
ject-matter should  be  referred.    To  each  of  these  con- 
siderations I  shall  attend  ;  but,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  con- 
strained, by  a  remark  which  fell  from  my  honorable 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDuffik]  to  invert, 
to  some  extent,  the  order  in   which  I  should  have  con- 
sidered them,  and  first  to  speak  of  the  Committee  to 
which  the  reference  should  be  made.     The  gentleman 
Iras  said,  that  th«  Committee  of  **  AVays  and  Meana"  is 
already  oppressed  with  business,  and  would  have;  per- 
haps, not  sufficient  time  to  devote  to  an  undertaking  so 
€laborate--one,  indeed,  which,  from  its  character,  fur- 
nishes neither  a  point  at  u  hich  to  commence  nor  con- 
clude the  inquiry.     Sir,  I  am  conscious  of  the  many 
difficulties  which  ever  will  attend  this  inquiry  ?  hence, 
I  am  bound  to  agree  with  my  friend  when  lie  says  that 
it  will   be  a  work  of  much  time  and  gn'cat  labor.     Great 
will  be  the  labor  attending  the  investigation,  but  great- 
er far  the  necessity  which  exists  for  it.     I  can  assure 
the    honorable    Committee  to  whom  I  have    proposed 
this  reference,  that,  so  far  from  designing  to  accumulate 
burdens  upon  them — and  so  far  from  my  propositions 
being  dictated  by  any  unkind  feeling  towards  them — it 
was  designed  and  it  should  he  considered  one  of  the 
strongest  marks  and  inost  conclusive  proofs  of  my  re- 
gard for  ita  members,  and  confidence  in  their  entire  ca- 
pability to  prosecute  so  difHcuU,  so  unpleasant  an  in- 
quiry, through  all  the  mazes  which  will  necessarily  at- 
tend it.     1  would  further  remai'k,  sir,  that  Ihave  exam- 
ined the  rules  of  tVis  House,  and  am  satisfied  that  to  one 
of   two  Committees  the,  resolutions  must  be  referred — 
for   example  to  that  named,  or  to  tlie  Committee  on 
••  the  Public  Expenditures."     I  have  chosen  the  former 
ivithout  the  slightest  disposition  to  reflect  on  the  latter, 
believing,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already  urged,  that 
the  investigation   or  inquiry  falls  strictly  within  the  pale 
of  the  authority  of  the  first  as  defined  and  marked  out 
by    your    rules.      I  have    prd^oscd   a  reference  to  a 
standing  Committee,  Sir,  fur  another  reason.     It  is  that 
those  Committees  are  (.cnerally  made  up  of   the  most 
experienced  and  able  members  of  the  House — of  such 
a&  are  expcrimentallv  accquainted  with  the  vast  machine 
of   Government,  and  can  the  more  easily  detect  that  part 
-which  fails  to  perform,  or  performs  badly  its  duty ;  or 
M'hicli  operates  as  a  detriment  to  the  general  scheme. 


I,  sir,  from  the  remote  distance  at  which  1  hare  been 
reared  from  the  seat  of  Government — the  seiit  of  au- 
thority and  patronage — could  not  be  expected  to  com- 
prehend, in  all  its  parts  and  in  all  its  minutia,  a  system 
so  complicated.  I  have  nevertheless,  with  the  advan- 
tages of  an  humble  education  and  but  limited  opportu- 
nities, been  able  to  discern  that  public  confidence  is  of- 
ten abused,  and  public  money  incessantly  squander- 
ed, by  means,  and  in  shapes,  beyond  my  numbering. 

Sir,*  I  am  conscious  that,  as  a  younjsf  roan,  and  a  new 
member  of  this  honorable  body,  to  its  lenity  alone  1  shall 
be  indebted  for  the  devotion  of  a  few  moments  of  its  time 
to  a  \iew  of  this  subject,  which,  when  subqaitted  by  me, 
must  stand  or  fall  Hpon  its  intrinsic  merits  or  demerits. 
A  suggestion  has  been  made,  that,  in  submitting  a  resolu- 
tion ofthis  character,  I  should  specifically  name  the  officers 
whose  services  1  would  dispense  with,  the  salaries  1  would 
reduce,  and  tlie  expenses  I  would  curtail.  All  this  would 
I  do.:  and  more  if  in  my  power  :  But,  sir,  if  I  were  able 
to  do  this — the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  reference  at 
all,  would  be  altogether  superseded  T  could  then  move 
on  with  a  bill,  directly  embracing  my  views — buf,  ir  the 
present  .case  I  am  situated  as  is  the  physician,  who  knows 
Ills  patieot  to  be  diseased — yet  knows  not  where  the  dis- 
ease is  located,  nor  the  remedy  which  will  heal  it. 

Mr.  Speaker  :  tn  relation  to  that  part  of  my  resolution 
which  supposes  the  existence  of  a  greater  number  of  offi- 
cers, who  are  receiving  pay  or  salaries  from  the  Govern- 
ment, than  are  necessary  to  attend  to  its  concerns,  I  am 
guided  jmd  influenced  by  the  long  list  which  is  annually 

}»resentcd  to  this  House.  I  am  further  influenced  in  tlie 
brmation  of  my  opinion,  by  information  received  from 
vai'ious  sources,  entitled  to, my  confidence  and  to  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  that  there  are  many  sinecures  in 
office;  men,  sir,  who,  to  give  the  plain  English  of  the  mat- 
ter, are  feasting  and  fattening  upon  the  Treasuiy  :  ren- 
dering, in  the  mean  time,  no  services,  nor,  indeed,  hav- 
ing any  to  render  to  the  country.  If  gentlemen  seek  for 
specifications  under  this  general  remark,  (as  it  may  be 
considered,)  I  would  observe,  that  I  am  informed  our 
Nav^  list  is  crowded  ;'  that,  at  West  Point,  perhaps,  from 
thirty  to  fifty  Cadets^have  been  educated  at  the  expense  of 
the  government,who  are  wholly  destitute  of  employment; 
that  a  fifth  auditor  was  appointed  for  a  time  which  has  of 
course  pdssed  away,  and  under  circumstances  which  exist 
no  more,  nor  longer  require  his  intervention  or  aid  ;  and, 
indeed,  that,  in  most  of  the  public  offices,  more  clerks  are 
empl0}'ed  than  are  necessary  to  transact  the  business  of 
them  respectively — some  receiving  pay  from  pub^c  ap- 
propriations i  othere  from  the  **  Contingent'*  Fund.  If, 
-upon  these  subjects,  I  am  correctly  informed,  I  can- 
not hesitate  to  say,  that  reform  or  ruin  will  constitute 
with  us  the  closing  scene.  To  satisfy  my  own  mind,  sir, 
unaided  upon  these  subjects,  is  utterly  out  of  my  power. . 
For,  if  my  inquiries  relative  to  them  are  answered  by 
either  persons  or  papers,  I  am  bound  to  consider  it  a 
matter  of  courtesy  rather  than  of  right,  having  no  offi 
cial  power  to  approach  either.  My  object,  then,  can 
only  be  attained  by  instituting  such  an  inquiry  as  this, 
ancl  by  a  reference  of  it  to  some  committee  bold  enough 
to  encounter  in  the  investigation  a  thunder  storm  of  op- 
position, though  its  bolts  stiould  be  hurled  by  even  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Heads  of  Dcjiartments.  As  my  ob- 
ject,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  to  be  entirely  brief,  my  remarks 
already  made,  must  suffice  upon  that  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject noticed. 

It,  in  the  next  place,  becomes  my  duty  to  allude,  at 
least,  tQ  salaries  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  reasona- 
bly bear  reduction.  Here,  sir,  thougii,  1  hope,  with  ho- 
nest motives,  I  am  situated  differently  from  some  of  my 
friends  upon  this  fivor.  They  insist  that  they  know  not 
where  to  seek  a  beginning  point,  nor  in  what  region  to 
look  for  a  salary  upon  which  to  commence  the  work  cr 
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oi)«ration  of  reduction.  T»  on  the  other  hand,  know 
not  what  part  of  the  body  politic  n  inoBt  infected,  and 
demands  the  most  speedy  remedy.  If,  however,  sir, 
I  am  compelled  to  particularize,  I  present  the  long  list 
of  salaries  as  fit  subjects  for  amputation.  Amongst 
the  rest,  I  must  not  neglect  to  bestow  a  more  spe- 
cific, though  a  passing  notice,  upon  the  pay  received  by 
Members  of  Congress,  who  are  sitting  here  at  their  ease, 
receiving  eight .  dollars  f>er  day  for  their  services,  and 
eight  dollars  for  each  twenty  miles  travelled,  in  reach- 
ing and  returning  from  the  seat  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. Tiiis  sir,  is  the  last  modification  of  the  ever 
memorable  *'  Compensation  Law."  Previous  to  the  pas- 
sage  of  that  act,  Members  of  Congress  received,  for 
their  8er>'iceS|  or.ly  six  dollars  per  day.  Y^e  had  then 
councils  as  wise  and  digni6ed  as  at  present ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  we  should  again  see  our  Legislative  Halls  filled 
with  honorable  and  intelligent  men  if  the  compensa- 
tion were  reduced.  A  reason,  and  a  strong  one  too — 
for  this  reduction,  is  found  in  the  fact  tliat  our  country 
is  oppressed,  and  that  the  fruits  of  domestic  industry, 
instead  of  price,  command  a  mere  pittance;  not  half 
so  much  as  when  aspirants  for  seats  in  Congress  filled  the 
ranks,  as  mere  volunteers,  without  the  formalities  of  a  drafl. 

The  only  remaining  branches  of  this  subject  which 
I  am  bound  to  notice,  relate  to  the  importance  of  avoid- 
ing unnecessary  expenditures  of  public  money,  for  our 
owii  accommodation,  and  to  the  necessity  whhch  exists 
for  the  exercise  of  caution  and  prudence,  in  making  ap- 
propriations to  meet  the  claims  of  others.  If  it  be  de- 
manded of  me  to  know,  what  departure  fi*om  the  rules 
of  republican  simplicity  and  economy  I  have  witnessed 
here,  and  wl'iich  I  conceive  to  fall  subject  to  the  first  of 
my  two  last  divisions,  by  way  of  answer  I  can  only  re- 
quest youi  Mr.  Speaker,  to  cast  your  eyes  around  this 
spacious  Hall,  cacli  morning,  upon  entenng  it — see  up- 
wards of  200  tables  piled  with  printed  documents — 
private  or  local  matters — interesting,  perhaps^  only  to 
one  solitary  individual  in  the  whole  Union~*-a  string  of 
affidavits,  certificates,  letters,  or  depositions,  accompa- 
nied by  a  report  as  long  as  the  Moral  law  ;  yet  all  must 
be  printed  !  This  matter,  which  gentlemen  may  con- 
sider unimportant,  is,  to  my  mind,  a  cr}'ing  evil.  Mem- 
bers from  the  East,  a)id  North,  and  South,  may,  from 
the  circumstance  of  their  having  been  rocked  in  cradles 
of  luxury  and  ease,  think  it  a  small  matter  to  expend 
Simall  sums  of  public  money.  But,  sir,  t'^e  Western 
People,  particularly  that  portion  of  them  ulioin  I  repre- 
sent, have,  upon  the  subject,  but  one  voice  ;  it  is,  so 
far  as  I  understand  ir,  that  which  I  have  spoken.  They 
have  liberally  conlribuicd  to  the  support  of  your  Go- 
vernment in  peace — they  have  nobly  defended  it  in 
war — and  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  their  weig-ht  upon 
this  floor,  I  ssjy,  in  their  name,  that  we  are  ghding  im- 
perceptibly down  the  smooth  and  deceptive  current  of 
extravagance  and  prodigality,  and  steering,  without  a 
change  of  course,  directly  to  the  port  of  National  Bank- 
ruptcy and  rain.  This  argument,  sir,  gentlemen  may 
Attempt  to  answer,  by  insisting  that  my  picture  is  tpo 
gloomy— that  we  are  prosperous— that  universal  peace 
prevails— that  our  nation  is  poweiful-— and  that,  there- 
fore, we  may  indulge  to  some  extent,  in  extravagance. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  suggest,  that  industry  and  frugali- 
ty, not  indolence  and  prodigfafrty,  are  the  legitimate 
parents  of  national  propperity  $  and  that  financial  ability 
preserves  peace — and  that  the  worst  of  all  independent 
conditions,  in  either  peace  or  war,  is  that  in  which  a  na- 
tion  is  placed,  •*  liaving  nothing  to  depend  upon." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  close  with  but  a  few  additional 
remarks.  In  the  present  condition  of  our  national  af- 
fairs,  having  all  the  advantages  of  revenue,  derived  from 
the  duties  upon  imports  and  tonnage,  as  also  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  and  other  incidental  sources  of 


revenue — we  can  just  struggle  on,  gaining  nothing 
upon  the>current,  if  it  gains  nothing  upon  us.  But,  sir, 
should  the  dark  cloud  of  war  gather  over  our  heads,  and 
begin  to  burst  in  loud  thunders  upon  our  happy  coun- 
try — ^particularly  when  our  commerce  shall,  by  its  ef- 
fects, be  cut  off,  and  our  public  lands  exhausted— let 
roc  entreat  gentlemen' to  inquire  how,  and  where,  they 
will  obtain  money  to  support  the  Government,  seeing 
that  we  wade  deep  in  time  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

Sir,  by  the  course  which  I  have  uken  upon  this  occa- 
sion, I  may  expose  myself  to  the  censure  of  memben 
upon  this  floor.  If  so,  I  shall  greatly  regret  it :  as  my 
object  IS,  to  promote  my  country's  happiness,  not  xo 
injure  even  its  humblest  supporter.  Upon  this  occa- 
sion, I  have  discharged  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  corw 
stituents — redeemed  a  pledge  which  1  concienliously 
gave  them  ;  and  having  so  done,  with  the  roost  grateful 
feelings  to  the, House  for  its  polite  attention*  I  take  my 
seat. 

[I1ie  hour  for  the  consideration  of  resolutions  hav- 
ing expired,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  connderatiofl 
of  the  ordets  of  the  day.]    * 

CASE  OF  MAKIGNY  D'AUTERIVE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  b'S 
for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Auterive  ;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  GuaEBT — 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  it  had  not  been  his  intention, 
originally,  to  take  any  part  in  this  debate.     Bat  as  the 
discussion  had  gone  on,  so  many  different  views  had  been 
presented,  and  many  of  them  so  different  from  his  own, 
that  lie  was  induced  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments,  while  he  submitted  the  reasons  which 
would  govern  his  vote.     Notwithstandin|f  sU  that  he  Uad 
heard— and  he  had  listened  attentively  toiwwl.  that  bad 
been  said — he  was  unable  to  perceive  that  either  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  the  angpry  question 
whether  slaves  are  property  or  not,  had  any  necessary 
bearing  upon  the  case  that  we  are  called  upon  to  decide. 
The  Conjftitulion  had,  indeed,  declared,  after  providing 
that  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  UbeKyt  or  proper^ 
ty,  without  due  process  of  law,  that  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  pOblic  use,  without  just  compensa- 
tion.    Private  properly  may  be  taken  ;  by  whom  ?   Un* 
questionably  by  the  Government,  to  whose  itse  it  is  to  bs 
applied.     But  it  is  assuming  the  m:iiii  point  in  dispute, 
to  say  that  a  military  officer  of  this  Guvemmeat,  who, 
from  the  ver}*  nature  of  his  appointment,  nnust,  and  ht 
hoped  always  would  be,  held  strictly  subordinate  to  t*K 
civil  power,  can,  at  his  discretion,  appropriate  tbc  pra> 
pcrty  of  the  citizen  to  the  use  of  the  army,  until  it  caa 
be  shown  that  we  have  imparted  to  him  this  hi^h  attr- 
bute  of  sovereignty,  which  lias  been  confiJeil  to  the  F^i- 
eral  Government^   It  is  not  enough  to  show  that  ?»- 
power  of  converting  private  property  to  public  use, «^ 
entrusted  to  this  Government,  you  must  go  further,  %nS 
show  that  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  delegated  to 
our  ofHcers  the  power  which  the  States  of  this  UmoA 
have  pKiccd  within  our  control.    You  must  not  only  sh-.i« 
the  existence  of  this  power  in  the  Constitution,  but  yo^ 
must  show  that  it  has  been  exerted  in  the  given  case. 
Between  the  article  in  the  Constitution,  which    lias  beti 
so  often  alluded  to,  and  the  officer  who  asstimcs  ih« 
power  contained  in  it,  there  must  be  a  connecting  link, 
an  act  of  Congress,  or  h«  ^nniiot  touch  the  property  df  x 
citizen,  either  in  the  emergencies  of  peace  or  war,  wiUj- 
out  bemg  a  trespasser  ;  he. must  forever  remain  alone  re* 
sponsible,  unless  we  ratify  and  adopt  as  our  own,  wbr- 
we  have  refused  to  authorize  by  previous  le^islatitH . 
The  Judiciary  Committee  have  already  informed  us,  in  a 
report  now  on  our  tables,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  defir^ 
by  law  how,  when,  and  under  what  circumstances,  p*^ 
perty  of  U  citizen  may  be  taken  for  public  use  i  suid  the 
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proceedings  of  Conf  ress  may  be  searched  in  vain  to  find 
any  act  confiding  either  to  its  military  or  any  other  agents^ 
the  alarming  powers  which  have  been  contended  for  dur- 
ine  this  debate*  Whenever  Congress  has  acted  on  the 
subject,  it  has  been  always  on  the  supposition  that  tlie 
seizure  was  a  trespass  ;  they  have  preferred  that  method 
of  meeting  difTerent  cases  «s  they  arise,  rather  than,  by 
any  general  law,  to  place  the  property  of  the  citizen  at 
fhe  discretion  of  a  military  commander.  Why  are  we 
called  upon  Ao  pass  an  act  of  indemnity  now,  but  for  the 
fact,  that  tiie  seizure  was  unauthorized  by  any  previous 
provision,  and  consequently  a  trespass  ^ 

But,  further :  1  he  ac^t  of  1816,  providing  payment  for 
property  impressed  into  the  public  service,  and  lost  dur- 
ing the  war,  in  its  very  terms  recognizes  an  impressment 
oniiy  as  a  violation  of  private  right.  "1  he  sixth  section  of 
the  act  declares,  that,  in  all  cases  where  a  recovery  has 
been  had,  against  the  officer,  by  the  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty impressed,  the  amount  so  recovered  shall  be  paid 
to  the  officer,  instead  of  the  owner;  and,' in  all  other 
cases,  the  person  whose  property  has  been  taken,  before 
be  is  paid)  shall  execute  a  release  to  the  officer.  Why 
did  that  act  presume  that  a  recovery  might  be  had,  if  the 
Constitution  had  already  authorized  every  military  officer 
under  it,  to  take  private  property  for  public  use  t 

If  the  article  referred  to  liad  never  been  added  to  tlte 
Constitution  t  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  seizure 
of  property  by  an  officer  would  constitute  a  trespass : 
and  be  had  already  shown,  by  the  terms  of  the  law  of 
>816,  that  amilar  acts  were  considered  trespasses  still. 
He  felt,  therefore,  warranted  in  repeating  what  he  bad 
Mserted  at  the  outset,  that  this  article  of  the  Constitution 
had  no  necessary  connexion  with  the  case  before  us. 
The  iropressment-s-if  it  was  an  impressment — would  have 
been  a  trespass,  had  this  article  never  existed  ;  and,  in 
the  absence  oC  any  legiftlation,  this  part  of  the  Constitu^ 
lion,  standing  by  itself,  does  not  make  that  right  which 
was  previously  wrong. 

There  may  be,  as  there  frequently  had  been,  many 
cases  of  the  impressment  of  property,  in  which  it  was 
highly  expedient  for  us  to  interfere  and  grant  relief « but 
our  interference  should  always  be  governed  by  sound  and 
safe  principles  of  legislation,  and  not  based  upon  the  dan- 
gerous doctrines  which  had  been  pressed  upon  us,  to  in- 
duce us  to  interfere  here.     He  would  always  protest 
agrainst  the  principle  that  the  seizure'by  a  military  officer, 
unless  previously  authorized  by.  law,  created  a  corres- 
i       ponding  duty  on  our  part  to  respond  in  damages  for  the 
(       injury  suffered.     When  we  make  a  grant  for  an  individ- 
,.       ual  injury  thus  sustained,  we  do  it  as  a  gratuity,  hot  in 
;       payment  of  a  debt. 

There  might  be  difficulty  in  determining  how  far  Con- 
g'ress  had  hitherto  felt  disposed  to  go,  in  granting  relief 
to  those  who  had  suffered  in  their  property,  by  its  being 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  at  my.    But  he  believed  he  was 
safe  in  saying  that  Congress  had  never,  since  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Government,  so  ftr  countenanced  the  propri- 
ety of  impressing  our  slave  population  into  the  military 
service  of  the  country,  as  to  adopt  as  its  own  the  act  of 
any  officer  who  had  taken  this  responsibility  upon  him- 
self.    And  he  believed  that  the  owners  of  slaves,  gene- 
rally, had  themselves  acted  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  Federal  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  its  functions, 
either  in  peace  or  war,  could  not  interfere  with  slave 
'      property  against  the  owners'  consent,  either  •for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  or  otherwise.     Certain  it  is,  that, 
although  slaves  have  frequently  been  employed  by  our 
officers,  yet  but  six  instances  could  be  found  where  any 
application  had  been  nnade  to  Congress  to  so  far  sanction 
the  proceedings,  as  to  pay  for  the  loss  sustained  ;  and  in 
every  one  of  those  cases  we  have  refused  to  interfere. 
Xhe  fif^b  section  of  the  act  of  1816,  to  which  he  had  be- 
fore  alluded,  directed  '*  tliat,  whffe  any  property  bad 


been  impressed,  or  taken  by  public  authority,  for  the  use 
or  subsistence  of  the  army,  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed,  the 
owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof,'* 
Sec.  It  was  notorious  that  many  slaves  were  impressed 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  lost  or  destroj'ed  in  theTser. 
rice,  bdt  he  had  never  heard  that  their  owners  thought 
of  applying  to  the  commissioner  appointed  under  that 
act,  while  it  was  in  existence,- for  the  value  of  their  slaves 
thus  lost.  In  1819,  (if  he  might  be  excused  for  alluding 
to  what  had  taken  place  in  the  Senate,)  although  that 
honorable  body  had  directed  one  of  its  committees  to 
report  in  favor  of  one  of  the  cases  which  was  cited  the 
other  day  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Whittlxsxt]  yet,  when  a  ventfpible  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  at  the  same  time,  proposed  that  a  committee 
should  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  for  all  slaves 
that  had  been  impressed  into  the  public  service  during 
the  war,  the  Senate  he^tived  the  proposition,  by  a  vote 
of  22  to  13  )  eight  or  nine  of  the  majority  ^hus  refusing 
being  from  the  slave-holding  States.  It  was  fiiiriy  to  be 
inferred  from  these  facts,  that  the  practice  had  uniformly 
been  against  the  use  of  slaves  in  the  military  operations 
of  the  countiy. 

Unless  he  was  greatly  deceived,  the  principles  advanc- 
ed by  the  advocates  of  the  present  claim  would,  when 
carried  to  their  full  extent,  be  extremely  troublesome  to 
those  who  now  seem  to  be  the  most  anxious  for  their 
adoption.  These  principles  imply  that  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment can  separate  the  slave  from  the  master,  without 
the  consent  of  the  latter,  upon  paying  such  compensation 
as  the  Government  itself  may  deem  just.  If  slaves  can 
thus  be  taken  in  time  of  war,  they  can  in  peace.  When 
a  proposition  was  submitted,  some  years  ag^o,  to  the  Se« 
nate,  to  appropriate  a  part  of  the  public  lands  as  a  fund 
for  the  purchase  of  slaves,  with  the  consent  of  the  States 
in  which  they  i-eside,  we  all  recollect  the  excitement 
which  the  assertion  of  such  a  power  created  ;  and,  yet, 
what  was  it  more  than  a  proposition  to  consent  to  what 
the  Government  might  consider  the  public  use  of  slave 
property,  when  paying  a  "just  compensation  ?"  It  was 
then  asserted  in  the  public  press,  and  in  the  halls  of  le- 
gislation, that  the  subject  was  one  to  which  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  did  not  extend.  But,  in  the 
heat  of  this  debate,  we  have  again  and.af^in  heard  doc- 
trines infinitely  strqnger  and  bolder  in  their  consequences 
than  those  contained  in  the  proposition  to  which  he  had 
alluded. 

If,  however,  the  precedents  in  similar  cases  should  be 
so  fiir  reversed  as  to  justify  our  paying  for  slaves  when 
in  the*  military  service,  there  was  no  principle,  even  in 
regard  to  payments  for  other  species  of  property,  that 
would  justify  our  alloMring  the  present  claim.  The  act 
of  1816,  which  was  framed  with  great  care,  went  as  far 
as  Congress  ever  had  gone  in  remunerating  individual 
loss.  But  Ihat  law  provided  only  for  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed, not  injured.  Let  the  practice  be  once  admitted 
that  we  are  to  pay  for  property  which  becomes  iniured, 
but  is  restored  to  the  owner,  and  there  never  will  be  a 
case  where  the  property  has  been  used,  but  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  extraordinary  inju- 
ries. The  act  of  1816  was,  therefore,  positive  in  its  pro- 
visions, that  the  property  should  be  hist  or  destroyed. 
Unless,  therefore,  slave  property  is  to  be  put  on  a  more 
favorable  footing  than  other  property,  this  claim  cannot 
be  allowed.  The  true  doctrine  on  this  subject  was,  that 
we  are  to  pay  for  the  services  we  received — not  for  au 
injury  which  is  incident  to  the  employment.  We  do  not 
become  the  insurers  of  the  lives  or  the  health  of  those 
whom  we  employ ;  the  only  obligation  that  can  be  cre- 
ated, is,  to  render  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  services ; 
but,  in  no  view  of  the  case,  could  he  see  that  we  were 
boiuid  to  pay  for  this  claim  ss  now  presented    which  is 
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not  for  the  senrices,  but  for  the  injury  received  in  the 
aenrice. 

Mr.  MARTtNDALG  Msd  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
thinking  that  the  objections  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gen^eman  from  Louisiana  steered  clear  of  all  the  conse- 
quences and  alarming  results  so  uniformly  offennve  to 
our  Southern  brethren.  Sir,  sud  Mr.  M.,  there  is  no  le- 
gitimate excitement  in  this  subject.  Ttie  question  of 
slavery — of  the  right  of  property  in  persons— the  nature 
and  extent  of  that  property— and  the  manner  of  using 
or  abusing  it,  is  not  drawn  into  discussion  ;  and  does  not^ 
in  the  least  affect  the  principles  upon  which  this  claim  is 
refused.  Slavery  exists.  We  know  it:  It  is  a  matter  of 
fiict ;  matter  of  history ;  and  matter  of  law  ;  and  Con- 
gress has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  Constitution  has 
granted  it  no  power  over  the  aubject.  So  service  in 
otiier  forms  is  a  matter  of  fact  and  of  law.  There  are 
other  relations  of  persons  besides  that  of  owner  ahd 
slave.  There  are  those  of  master  and  servant,  master 
and  apprentice,  guardian  and  ward,  parent  and  child, 
liuiband  and  wife,  all  known  to  the  laws  of  all  the 
States,  and  constituting  sacred  and  inviolable  rights,  and 
legal  and  valuable  rigfhts — rigihts  irhich  the  laws  defeinl, 
and  maintain,  and  redress.  But  these  are  relation j  of 
persons— all  of  them — over  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  has  no  control ;  can  exercise  no  author- 
ity ;  and  which  it  can  neither  regulate,  control,  nor  alter: 
for  the  plain  reason  that  there  is  no  grant  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  no  authority  has  been  conferred,  and  no'  one  has 
ever  thought  of  exercising  any  such  authority,  or  d«- 
sires  to  do  so,  until  the  Constitution  shall  confer  the  pow- 
er. 1  repeat  it,  no  one  has  ever  contemplated  exercis- 
ing or  usurping  this  power.  The  alarm, therefore,affected, 
or  real,  of  Southern  gentlemen,  is  wholly,  g^tuitous;  and 
their  denunciations  and  intimidations  are  altogether  cause- 
less and  misplaced,  and,  being  so,  are  wholly  without  ef- 
fect. They  might  as  well  protest  against  being  deprived 
of  their  sons  and  daughters,  servants  and  wards,  and 
even  their  wives,  as  of  their  slaves,  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment. I  protest  most  solemnly  that  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  constitutional  latitudinarian,  from  any  depart- 
ment of  this  empire,  has  ever  imagined  for  one  moment 
that  this  Government  had  the  power  to  regulate,  alter,  or 
change  the  ordinary  and  exiptmg  relations  of  persons,  in 
whatever  shape  they  may  subsist,  in  anv  of  tlie  States. 
For  any  thing  thisGovemment  can  do,  tne  parent  has  an 
absolute  and  uncontrollable  power  over  his  son ;  the 
mascer  over  his  servant,  his  apprentice  ;  the  guardian 
over  his  ward  ;  and  the  owner  over  his  slave.  And  what 
then  ?  There  is  no  express  grant  of  power  to  this  Go- 
vernment, the  legitimate  exercise  of  which  may  neces- 
sarily interrupt  and  destroy  aH  these  tender,  endeanng, 
and  valuable  relations.  The  grant  of  the  power  to  make 
war,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence,  necessarily 
places  at  tlic  disposal  of  this  Government  the  whole  nrK>- 
ral  and  physical  force  of  the  country  {  in  the  use  and  se- 
lection of  which  it  must  exercise  its  sound  discretion  and 
wisdom.  The  parent — the  master  himself— is  not  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  this  power :  his  personal 
services,  and  the  imminent  exposure  of  his  life  may  be 
required  of  htm :  and  it  wouM  be  the  height  of  absur- 
dity to  allow  him  to  claim  an  exemption  for  his  son,  his 
ward,  his  servant,  or  his  slave,  which  he  could  not  cUum 
for  himself.  Can  this  position  be  controverted  f  If  K 
can  be,  I  have  not  heard  the  principles  stated  upon 
which  it  can  be  resisted.  I  feel  that  I  am  based  upon  a 
sure  foundation,  when  I  assume  that  it  cannot.  The 
contrary  principle  mu^t  take  up  the  dang^roui  assump- 
tion, that  local  legislation,  municipal  and  State  law,  may 
so  modify  and  change  the  condition,  rights,  and  obliga- 
tions of  personal  reUiions,  as  to  strip  the  arm  of  Govern- 
ment of  its  entire  military  power.  You  asssign  to  this 
Guvenimeiit  the  defence  of  the  Nation  j  and,  by  the  as- 


signment, create  the  duty — sacred,  imperative,  invio- 
lable—and wrest  fWMn  it  the  means  of  discharging  that 
duty.  This  will  not  be  contended  for.  And  yet  this  ex- 
traordinary exemption  is  claimed  for  slavea.  On  what 
principle  I  cannot  comprehend,  unless  it  be  upon  the 
ground  that  a  right  which  we  are  at  a  loss  how^o  defend, 
is  of  all  others  the  most  inviolable  and  unassailable. 
Its  weakness  is  its  strength.  Its  being  an  indefensible 
wrong,  renders  it  an  unquestionable  right.  These  par- 
adoxes will  scarcely  be  assumed  as  the  basis  of  a  theory 
to  be  reduced' to  practice.  Why,  then,  shuuld  this  de- 
scription of  persons  not  be  used  by  the  Government  for 
the  ptirposes  of  defence  .^  •*  They  are  slaves,  say  g^n- 
tlemen ;  and  we  will  not  be  found  iigliting  with  tbem. 
War  is  too  honorable  an  occupation  to  be  followed  by 
slaves.  We  should  be  degraded  by  Being  associated  with 
them."  But  you  were  associated  with  them.  You  avail- 
ed yourselves  of  their  services,  andVere  glad  of  their 
assistance.  If  they  did  not  bear  arms,  they  raised  de- 
fences for  you,  and  brought  you  s^bsifttenoe  and  the  mu- 
nitions of  war.  They  encountered  peril  and  danger,  and 
some  met"  death  in  the  service  assigned  them  ^  and  yet, 
even  in  such  company,  yoti  won  victory,  honor,  and  glo- 
ry, and  were  no  more  disgraced  by  being  associated  with 
a  slave  in  the  perils  pf  battle,  than  by  the  aid  and  cum- 
pany  of  the  war  horse  which  bore  you  into  it.  This  point 
of  honor  does  not  seem  to  sustain  the  objection.  1  am 
disposed  to  think  tliat  some  gentlemen  have  perverted 
an  objection  from  inexpediency  into  an  objection  fini>fB 
want  of  power.  But  these  objections  are  by  no  menns 
convertible.  It  may  be  inexpedient  to  employ  siares  in 
the  national  defence.  I  gi-ant  that  it  would  be  so,  ex- 
cept in  cases  like  the  one  which  gave  rise  to  (his  clMi'm. 
But  this  does  not  affect  the  right  or  power  to  eropVoy 
them.  It  is  inexpedient  to  subject  boys  ot  snxleen,  or 
old  men  of  eighty,  to  mrlitary  service — but  none  would 
question  the  right  of  the  Government  to  do  so.  All 
things  are  lawful,  but  all  things  are  not  expedient.  So, 
t  contend  that  it  is  merely  upon  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency, and  not  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  right  of  the 
master,  that  slaves  are  not  enrolled  in  the  miHtJa,  and 
enlisted  into  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  right 
to  enlist  or  impress  them,  is  «s  perfect  as  the  right  to 
enlist  or  impress  the  master,  or  his  son,  or  apprentice. 
It  seems  tome*  a  perfect  absurdity  to  claim  an  exeoip- 
tion  for  the  slave  that  you  \^ould  not  think  of  asking  for 
the  master  or  his  son.  And  yet  I  would  be  the  last  nns 
in  the  country  to  advocate  the  employment  of  tlus  spe- 
cies of  force  as  a  part  of  the  military  defence  of  the  na- 
tion. They  are  unfit,  because  they  are  unsafe.  Their 
civil  and  political  condition  renders  them  unfit  moral 
agents  to  be  entrusted  with  arms  in  any  conndenble 
-numbers.  Instead  of  being  relied  upon  for  defence, 
they  must  always  be  defended  against.  Instead  of  be- 
ing esteemed  friends  and  allies,  war  will  ever  pbce 
ttiem  in  the  attitude  of  'enemies  {  alHiougfa,  in  grcti 
emergencies,  like  that  of  the  Invasion  of  New  Orleaas, 
they  may  be  employed  lawfully,  rigKtfhHy,  aud  safely,  too, 
if  not  for  actual  fiffhting,  at  least  for  inmsportatio'n  s<k! 
the  erection  of  fortifications,  breast-works,  and  redoubia. 
But  if  the  great  body  of  the  slave  population  ccmld^  hk; 
their  masters,  appreciate  the  benefits  of  their  conilitiof*, 
and  a  sense  or  gratitude  for  favors  conferred  by  elevs:- 
ing  them  from  the  wretchedness  of  their  native'  barba*" 
ism  to  slavery,  the  privileges  of  involuntary,  compulsarT 
service,  would  always  insure  their  obedience  and'nithfa! 
ness.  I  cannot  comprehend  upon  what  mysterious  ab- 
straction they  can  be  excepted  fhimthe  operations  J 
the  military  power  of  the  Government.  To  call  tbea 
property,  docs  not  define  the  right,  either  4n  nature  or 
extent,  which  you  hold  in  them.  They  cannot  be  more 
absolutely  youia  than  you  arc  your  own ;  KDd  you  do  not 
claim  to  be  exempt.  .The  supposed  viitues  which  I  lure 
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imputed  to  them^  would  not  render  them  less  valuable 
to  their  owners,  but  would  distinguish  them  as  peculiar- 
ly adapted  to  the  military  service  in  the  latitudes  and  cli- 
mates where  they  mostly  abound.    The  principle  of  self- 
government,  too,  de wives  upon  the  People  their  own 
defence ;  and  there  can  be  no  good  reason  for  dispensing 
with  the  services  of  one-half  of  the  population*  of  any 
one  district  of  the  country.     I  come  then  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  there  is  nothing 'in  the  right  of  tlie  master  to  his 
slave  which  can  deprive  the  Government  of  his  services  ; 
and  it  is  only  because  the  slave,  from  the  very  fact  that 
he  is  so,  is  esteemed  as  a  public  enemy,  that  he  cannot 
be  trusted  as  an  ally  and  a  friend.     I  think,  therefore, 
that  this  claim  cannot  be  resisted  upon  the  ground   that 
the  impressment  of  the  slave  was  unauthorized,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  oflicer,  and  not  the  Government,  is  respon- 
sible for  the  act.     The  Government  has  incurred  all  the 
responsibility  there  is  in  the  case,  and  is  bound  to  pay 
whatever  the  master  is  entitled  to  from  any  one.     This 
conclusion  makes  it  necessary  to  enquire  into  the  merits 
of  the  claim  upon  the  Government.     1  begin  my  opposi- 
-  tion  to  it,  by  showing  that  no  such  claim  was  ever  made 
upon  anjr  Government  on  earth  before.     No  Government 
ever  paid  for  the  life  or  limbs  of  its  soldiers.     Slavery 
has  existed  in  all  ages,  and  among  all  nations ;  and  they 
have  employed  slaves  in  various  capacities  in  the  armies. 
They  performed  services  there,  and  often  times  bore 
arms.     The  absolute  right  of  the  master  lo  his  slave,  was 
as  perfect  then  as  it  is  now,  and  less  controlled  by  law, 
and  yet  it  was  never  heard  that  payment  for  the  slave, 
as  property,  was  ever  made,  or  even  thought  of. 

Sbves,  or  negroes  who  had  been  slaves,  were  enlisted 
as  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  ?  and  I  myself 
saw  a  battalion  of  them,  as  fine  martial  looking  men  as  i 
ever  saw,  atUched  to  the  NorUiem  Army  in  the  last  war, 
on  its  march  from  Plattsburgh  to  Sackett's  Harbour. — 
Slaves  seem  to  have  been  employed  without  scruple,  in 
the  defence  of  New-Orleans,  and  with  perfect  safety,  too? 
and  eight  or  ten  y^ars  were  suffered  to  elapse,  before 
even  these  chiims  were  thought  of.     And  how  came  they 
now  to  be  thought  of?    These  facts  show  a  progress  of 
opinion  on  these  subjects  ;  an  invention  of  new  princi* 
pies,  partial  and  unjust  in  their  application,  and  akrm- 
mg  and  ruinous  in  their  consequences  :  for  it  would  not 
be  difllicult  to  show  that  the  principles  of  this  claim,  al- 
lowed and  establislied,  would  enable  State  and  local  le- 
gislation to  place  the  whole  military  force  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  protection  of  State  laws,  and  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  the  General  Government.     But  this 
claim  is  actualty  re$  judicata.    The  principles  of  it  have 
been  repeatedly  adjudged.     The  Claims  Law  of  1816 
was  enacted  upon  the  exclusion  of  this  claim.    Ni#  pro- 
vision was  made  for  it  $  and  though  attempted,  was  ex- 
pressly voted  out,   and  by  Southern  votes  too.     The 
provision  for  compensation  to  deported  slaves  under  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  a  provision  extended  to  no  species  of 
property  lost,  destroyed  or  captured  by  the  enemy,  fbr 
which  this  Government  has  ever  held  itself  responsible 
to  make  compensation,  virtually  precludes  tite  idea  of  the 
responsibility  of  this  Government. 

And  what  is  there  in  the  nature  of  this  right  in  the  per- 
son of  a  slave  which  is  called  property,  which  can  dis- 
tinguish  it  from  the  right  involved  in  any  other  per- 
sonal relation  }    It  is  a  right  of  service  :  and  that  is  all. 
1*hi8  constitutes  the  whole  value  of  the  slave.     It  is  all 
you  can  have  of  him  t  and  this  value  is  enhanced  by  the 
possession  of  those  very  qualities  which  fit  him  for  the 
service  of  the  Government.     The  services  of  the  slave 
are  valuable  because  they  are  the  services  of  'a  rsttional 
being.     It  is  his  mind,  his  intellect,  which  gives  him  a 
value.     Has  not  the  master  the  same  Interest,  the  same 
in  kind,  if  not  in  degfree,  in  the  services  of  his  appren- 
tic«,   or  his  hired  servant  f  •  Has  not  thie  parent  a  legal 
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right  to  the  services  of  his  child  ?    And  is  not  this  a  t^- 
luable  right,  and  one  which  the  law  wdl  protect  and  de- 
fend }    And  shall  this  right  be  deemed  less  sacred  and 
inviolable  than  the  master's  interest  in. the  slave  f    And 
yet  the  father  must  yield  up  his  son — in  some  instances 
his  only  son,   the  stay  and  the  prop  of  his  old  ape,  his 
dependence  for  subsistence,  it  may  be,  and  certainly  for 
comfort  and  happiness — must  yield  up  this  son,  wliose 
value  to  him  cannot  be  estimated,  to  the  claims  of  his 
country  upon  his  valour  and  strength  for  her  defence- 
He  dies  by  disease  in  the  camp,   or  is  slain  in  battle, 
fightitig  the  enemy.    But  no  fattier  ever  claimed  of-  3'ou 
pay  fiiv  his  son,  for  his  life,  his  blood,  or  his  limbs.     You 
could  not  remunerate  him.     You  could  not  make  up  his 
loss.     You  could  indeed  ^ive  him  an  equivalent  for  his 
labor,  fiis  services,  of  which  he  has  been  deprived.     So 
far  as  property  was  concerned,  you  could  substitute  the 
treasury  of  the  country.     But  you  have  never  done  so. 
You  have  never  been  requested  to  do  so.     No  ruttioi) 
has  ever  done  so,  or  ever  can.     A::d  had  the  subject  of 
this  claim  been  a  son  instead  of  a  slave,  a  free  servant 
instead  of  a  slave,  or  the  master  himself,  this  claim  wbuld 
never  have  been  heard  of.     But  he  was  a  slave  ;  and  the ' 
nature  of  the  service,  and  the  value  of  the  service  i$ 
changed,  and  greatly  enhanced.     Had  the  service  been 
performed  by  the  master  or  his  son,  or  his  free  servant, 
the  rate  of  compensation  would  have  been  less,  the  ob- 
ligations  and  responsibilities  of  the  Government  much 
less.     But  the  service  was  performed  by  a  slave  {  the  ser- 
vice is  the  same,  no  more  ;  but  the  pricp,  the  cost,  much 
greater,  on  the  principles  of  the  claim.     In  the  case  of 
the  freeman,  the  father,  master,  son,. or  free  servant,  the 
Government  does  not  ensure  the  life  or  the  limbs  ;  but 
it  is  a  slave,  aitd  the  Goverhment  is  called  on  to  warrant 
both,     it  is  a  principle  of  law,  that,  what  a  man  does  by 
another,  he  does  by  himself;  and  t!ie  claims  and  liabili- 
ties are  the  same  in  one  case  as  the  other.    But  In  tlie 
case  before  the  House,  a  requisition  was  made  upon  the 
n>a8ter,  fdr  so  much  transportation.'    He  sends  his  slaves; 
on  the  principles  of  law  and  justice,  he  performs  the  ser- 
vice himself,  by  his  slaves :  but,  on  what  principles  of 
law  or  justice  is  he  entitJed  to  a  different  rate  of  com- 
pensation than  he  would  have  been,  had  he  actually  per- 
formed the  service  himself  ?    There  are  none.     1$,  is  pre- 
posterous to  suppose  any.     This  b  the  true  view  of  this 
subject ;  and  in  this  view  of  it,  the  claim  cannot  be  sus- 
tained for  one  moment.     I'be  clium  of  the  Government 
is  upon  the  master,  for  services  to  be  performed.     The 
right  to  make  the  claim  and  to  enforce  it  is  admitted- 
He  performs  the  service  in  the  manner,  and  by  the  means 
that  suit  him  best-    He  sends  his  slaves.     The  Govern- 
ment calls  upon  him,  and  not  upon  his  slaves.     The  mas- 
ter renders  the  service,  and  is  entitled  to  the  compensa- 
tion ;  but  certainly  to  no  more,  when  he  performs  it  by 
an  agent,  than  when  he  performs  it  by  himself.     This  ap- 
pears to  me  as  clear  and  satisfactory  as  that  things  equid 
to  one  and  the  same  thing  are  equal  to  one  other.     The 
service  of  the  slave  is  equal  to  the  same  service  perform- 
ed by  the  master,  and  no  greater.     This  principle  places 
the  Government  upon  the   footing  of  perfect  equality, 
in  its  relations  to  every  citizen.     l*he  claim  upon  the  Go- 
vernment is  thus  re -assured  by  the  service  rendered,  and 
not  by  the  condition  of  the  agent  rendering  it.    This  is 
the  basis  of  equality  and  justice.     It  is  the  only  basis  up- 
on which  the  Government  can  stand.    The  service  is  tiie 
same  to  the  Government  as  though  performed  by  the  mas- 
tei^— the  same  as  performed  by  a  freeman,  father  or  son, 
master  or  apprentice.     It  is  the  service  which  forms  the, 
basis  of  the  claim,  and  the  condition  of  the  agent  cannot 
change  it.     Upon  this  principle  it  is,  that  the  liability  of 
the  Government  is  no  greater  when  it  takes  the  appren- 
tice, than  when  it  demands  the  master,  or  when  it  takes 
the  son,  than  when  it  takes  the  father*    It  is  for  the  be* 
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nefit  received  for  which  the  Government  pays,  and  no- 
thing  more.  For  nothing  more  should  it  pay — for  nothing 
more  can  it  pav.  And  so,  when  the  service  is  performed 
by  the  slave,  the  master  is  entitled  to  the  same  compen- 
sation as  tbouffh  he  had  performed  it  himself,  and  no  more. 
That  the  condition  of  the  agent  does  not  change  the  na- 
ture of  the  service,  is  sufficiently  illustrated,  by  the  case 
of  the  minor  and  the  apprentice.  The  privileges  or  le- 
gal rights,  or  the  value  of  interest  in  the  parent  or  mas- 
ter, or  the  obligations,  disabilities  or  qualifications,  of 
the  child  or  apprentice,  do  not  affect  the  rights  of  the 
Government.  The  Government  may,  nevertheless,  com- 
mand the  services  of  all  or  either,  and  the  compensa- 
tion would  be  the  same  in  either  case.  So  the  condition 
of  the  slave  does  not  change  the  rights  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nor  the  claim  of  the  master.  The  question  is,  not 
what  are  the  disajsilities,  disqualifications,  and  privations 
of  the  slave,  but  what  are  the  rights  of  the  master,  and 
what  the  rights  of  the  Government  ?  And  here  it  will 
be  perceived,  9X  once,  that  the  Northern  parent,  and  the 
Southern  master^  are  placed  upon  a  footing  of  perfect 
equality.  The  analogy  is  perfect ;  the  comparison  holds 
most  strictly.  I  challenge  the  most  subtle  discrimination 
to  take  a  distinction.  The  parent  has  a  legal,  valuable 
interest  in  his  son,  and  is  entitled  to  his  custody  and  to 
his  services.  The  laws  of.  all.  the  States  will  protect  tliis 
interest.  The  Southern  slavje-holder  can  claim  no  more. 
The  analogy  between  the  citizen,  apprentice  and  child» 
and  the  Southern  slave,  which  gave  the  gentleman  from 
Massachosetts  so  much  pain,  has  not  been  instituted, 
cannot  be  instituted,  does  not  exist — ^and  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  make  M.  The  analogy  is  not  there  ;  it  is  be- 
tween the  masters.  The  master  makes  the  claim  ;  and 
the  question  is,  what  are  his  rights,  and  not  what  the 
wrongs  or  disabilities,  of  the  slave.  The  master  cannot 
urge  the  latter  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  former. 
.  And  liere,  1  think,  lies  the  error  into  which  honorable 

Sentlemen  have  fidlen,  who  advocate  this  claim.  They 
ave  been  in  the  habit  of  urging  the  entire  want  of  all 
privileges  in  the  slave,  as  a  reason  for  preferring  supe- 
rior claims  for  the  master,  as  well  as  extraordinar}'  ex- 
emptions for  both.  The  slave  has  no  civil  privileges, 
and  therefore  owes  no  poHtical  obligations.  1'he  mas* 
tier  has  engrossed  them  all,  and  therefore  lie  owes  no 
political  obligations  on  the  slave's  account.  But  these 
conclusions  are  not  warranted  by  the  assumptions.  The 
powers  and  rights  of  the  Government  correspond  with 
Its  obligation^  and  the.  duties  of  the  citizen  are  as  ex- 
tensive as  his  power.  But  the  slave  has  rights— one, 
certainly,  which  Is  unalienable — his  life  is  his  own,  and 
he  may  defend  it  even  against  his  master's  assaults.  The 
Government  is  bound  to  protect  tliat  life,  as  well  as  the 
property  of  the  master.  The  slave  owes  a  correspond- 
ing obligation,  as  well  as  the  master.  The  slave  may, 
therefore,  be  called  upon  on  his  own  account,  as  well 
as  the  master  on  account  of  his  interest  in  the  slave. 
The  Government  is  not  bound  to  inquire  into  the  extent 
and  variety  of  the  rights  and  immunities  of  the  moral  and 
physical  agents  under  its  protection.  Protection  alone 
furnishes  a  sufficient  claim  on  the  services  of  the  protect- 
ed, for  defendinj^  the  country  and  the  Government.  On 
this  principle,  aliens  and  foreigners  are  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  defend  the  country  in  which  they  enjoy  a  tem- 
porary residence  and  protection  for  their  persons  and 
property.  The  principle  applies,  with  equal  strength 
and  force,  to  the  slave  and  the  master ;  and  it  is  not  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave 
that  exempts  him  from  the  public  service,  but  the  unfitness 
of  the  slave  himself  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government. 
But  slaves  are  property,  say  honorable  gentlemen  who 
•uppoK  this  claim  {  and  to  establish  this  point  they  speak 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  treat  them.  They  sell 
them  and  buy  tliem  ;  and  in  the  next  moment  they  tell 


you  that  this  is  so  by  municipal  law,  the  law  of  the  State; 
and  liie  next  moment  protest,  what  every  body  admits, 
that  this  Government  has  no  control  over  those  laws, 
and  can  neither  alter  or  abolish  them.     It  seems  to  be 
id!e  to  be  always  protesting  anunat  the  exercise  of  a 
power  never  claimed.     But,  if  slaves  are   bought  and 
sold  by  State  laws.  State  laws  may  prohibit  their  sale,  and 
would  they  be  any  the  less  property  ?     Certainly  not 
The  right  of  the   roaster  to  the  possession  and  services 
of  his  slave  would  still  be  the  same.    This  circumstance, 
therefore,,  does  not  constitute  them  property.     But   ii 
they  are  property,  they  are  so  by   State  laws,  and  all 
right  to  personal  service  may  be  constituted  property 
by  those  laws,  and  there  is  no  power  in  this  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  it.     But  i  think  1  have  already  sliova 
that  these  laws  cannot  diminish  the  power  or  tights  of 
this  Government.     But  if  slaves  are  properly  by  State 
laws,  (and  I  presume  there  is  no  formal  enactment  of  any 
State  declanng  them  so,)  they  are  also  persona.    God 
has  created  them  persons,  and  they  are  declared  to  be 
so  by  the  Constitution,  as  often  as  it  has  declared  any 
thing  about  them — ^technical  legal  persons — in  the  legal 
sense    of  the   term,    as    disting^iished  from  property. 
Strictly,  and  legally  speaking,   therefore,  I  deny  that 
slaves  are  property.     The  quality  of  property  is  not  pre- 
dicable  of  persons,  even  by  the  laws  of  the  slave-holding 
States.    Personal  services  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  pro- 
perty.    It  is  a  legal  right  truly,  and  a  valuable  interest, 
defended  by  law,  and  to  be  compensated  for  by  proper- 
ty.    But  they  are  the  means  of  acquiring  things  or  pro- 
perty, ratlier  than  property  itself.     Can  we  call  tiie  right 
we  pr>8sess  in  our  own  services  our  properly  ?    CertMinly 
not.     But  they  are  as  much  property  as  any  other  per- 
sonal services.     But  if  personal  services  can  by  any  con- 
stiuction  of  terms  be  distorted  into  propeity  in  one  form» 
they  are  so  in  all  the  forms  in  which  they  can  eiosl.     This 
•view  of  the  subject  does  not  in  the  least  lessen  the  right 
or  tlie  value  of  the  interest  of  the  master  in  his  slave, 
but  merely  goeb  to  tlie  leg^  definition  of  that  right.     The 
term  property  has  been  wrongfully  applied  to  that  right; 
and  has  probably  given  rise  to  tliis  novel  claim,  and  is  the 
sole  cause  of  this  protracted  discussion.     I  believe  that 
it  has  not  been  contended,  indeed  it  cknnot  be  pretend- 
ed, that  the  master  possesses^  or  can  possess*  any  otber 
right  in  his  slave  than  to  his  personal  services.     He  caa 
make  no  other  use  of  him.     He  can  neither  eat  his  fla& 
nor  drink  his  blood ;  for  he  cannot  take  his  life  withes^ 
being  guilty  of  murder.     This  view  of  the  subject  di^» 
ses  of  the  argument  derived  from  that  clause  of  tb< 
amendments  of  the  United  States'  Constitution  which  pro- 
vides that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public 
use,  without  just  compensation.     The  Constitutioa  d^ 
not  refer  to  slaves.    It  did  not  in  that  clause  rdfer  t? 
persons  of  any  description  \  they  luid  already  been  pro- 
vided for  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  same  amendsKs^- 
and  in  every  place  where  claims  have  been   in  any  w 
referred  to,  they  had  always  been  designated  *s  per- 
sons.   But  it  was  urged  the  other  day,  by  the  honc^^^l? 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  this    clause  of  tbs 
Constitution  settled  the  question,  and  that  the  reject*) 
of  the  claim  would  be  a  virtual  interpolation  of  the  amein^ 
ment  in  the   question,  with    this    exception — ^*  •except 
slaves  (*'  and  asks,  with  great  confidence,    if  it  can  ^.* 
supposed  that  the  Constitution  would  have  been  adopted 
with  that  clause.    With  all  deference,  I  beg  permiBV 
to  say  that  1  think  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the  suppnstlr 
put  by  the  honorable  gentlemao  ;  and  it  oonnsts  in  >c. 
presenting  the  case  under  consideration <-»hi  puttii^  tl^ 
services  o  f  slaves  for  slaves  themselves.     The  geatleir^'* 
supposition  should  'have   presented    this   exception-' 
*<  except  the  personal  services  of  such  persons  wbos 
migration  or  importation  any  of  the  States,  now  extstiajr 
shall  think  proper  to  adroit,  which  shall  not  be  proh:t:- 
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ted  by  Congfresa  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  who  may  be  occasionally  employed 
in  jreat  emergencies,  in  time  of  war,  fop  the  purpose  of 
defending  themselves  and  their  masters  from  capture 
and  destruction  by  the  enemy,  in  such  services  as  they 
may  fitly  and  with  safety  to  the  public  execute  and  per- 
form— when,  and  in  such  case,  their  masters  shall  be 
paid  tile  same  rate  of  compensation  as-  are  awartled  for 
similar  services  to  minors  and  apprentices,  or  their  pa- 
rents or  masters,  and  no  other  or  greater."  Will  the 
honorable  gentleman  suppose  that  such  a  clause  would 
have  formed  any  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution >  And  yet  this  is  the  case  presented  by  this  claim, 
and  this  the  interpretation  which  its  rejection  gives  to 
the  Constitution,  and  no  other.  But  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman might  have  gone  on  with  other  suppositions,  and 
have  concluded  with  a  similar  question.  I  will  put 
some  for  him.  "One  rate  of  compensation  shall  be  a- 
warded  for  services  rertdered  by  all  freemen,  minors,  and 
apprentices,  and  a  two  fold  rate  for  the  same  services 
when  performed  by  slaves,"  "Minots  and  apprentices, 
and  all  freemen,  may  be  compelled  to  perform  military  ser- 
vice, to  dig  in  the  entrenchments^  and  erect  fortifications 
and  military  defences  :  but  slaves,  on  account  of  the  in- 
violable and  sacred  nature  of  this  kind  of  property  in  their 
masters,  shall  be  wholly  exempt  from  the  performance  of 
any  such  services  ;  but  if,  by  the  operation  of  the  emi- 
nent domain,  and  the  law  of  necessity,  any  of  them  shall 
by  possibility  be  fdreed  into  such  service,  and  shall  be 
killed,  the  master  shall  be  paid  the  full  value  of  such 
slave,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  for  his  services  ren- 
dered, but  no  compensation  shall  be  made  for  the  life  of 
a  minor  or  apprentice  destroyed  in  the  peiibrmance  of 
the  same  services."  Would  such  a  constitution  have 
been  adopted  ?  Would  any  such  Constitution  have  been 
.    proposed  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  adopted  ? 

It  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  the  argument  from  the 
Constitution  is  abundantiy  disposed  of.  The  Constitution 
never  thought  of  providing  for  this  case. 

One  other  remark  of  tiie  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  pronounced  with  some  emphasis,-  struck 
me  as  somewhat  extraordinary,  and  as  deserving  some 
comment,  although  I  admit  that  1  do  not  perceive  its 
connexion  with  the  merits  of  this  claim.     Speaking  of 
(he  rights  of  masters  to  their  slaves,  and  the  obligations 
of  justice  to  them,  he  put  the  question,  if  any   State 
could   undertake  to  manumit  the  slaves  without  making 
adequate  compensation  to  their  masters  for  their  value? 
The  gentleman  is  no  doubt  aware,  that  our  ^nse  of  jus- 
tice is  somewhat  a  matter  of  fashion,'  and  is  liable  to  be 
influenced   very  much  by  custom  and  habit— and  that 
what  has  been  repeatedly  done  without  shocking  our 
moral  sense,  is  in  no  great  danger  of  violating  our  sense 
of  justice  ;  and,  a  prwri^  in  no  great  danger  of  being  con- 
sulered  unjust.     Several  Slates    in  thU  Union  have  sue- 
cesiiively  manumitted  their  slaves,  and  it  has  escaped  my 
observation  and  research,  ii;  in  any  one  instance,  remu- 
neration to  the  master  has  been  provided  by  the  State 
Cioveriiment.      Massadmsetts,  at  a  very   early   day,-  in 
1 780,  if  I  mistake  not,  by  one  sweeping  act,   manumit- 
ted her  shtves,  absolutely  and  unconditionally,,  without 
awardmg  any  compensation  to  tlieir  former  masters.     O- 
tlier  States  followed  in  succession,  in  what  order  is  not 
material  and  no  compensation  in  any  case  was  provided 
or  paid.     The  number  of  slaves  in  MassachusetU  amount* 
ed  to  about  ten  tiiousand.     But  I  have  never  heard  that 
the  moral  sense  of  the  citizens  of  that  Commonwealth  was 
allocked  by  theur  manumission.     The  act  was  sanctioned 
by  the  judgment  of  the  whole  community.     Even  the 
owners  themselves  were  silent  under  the  convictions  of 
the   urgent  justice  of  the  law  of  emancipation.    If  any 
complaints  existed,  they  were  smothered  in  the  bosoms 
of  those  who  entertained  tbem^  or  were  confined  witliin 


the  limits  of  the  domestic  circle,  and  were  not  permitted 
to  escape  the  walls  of  the  household. 

The  process  of  emancipation  commenced  with  Massa- 
chusetts, and,  progressing  through  the  Northern  States 
in  what  succession  I  do  not  pretend  to  state,  has  contin- 
ued its  march  as  far  south,  I  believe,  as  the  Southern 
border  of  Pennsylvania.  Slavery  has  existed  to  a  great- 
er or  less  extent  in  all  the  old  thirteen  States.  Seven  of 
them  have  abolished  and  annihilated  that  moral  and  po- 
litical curse,  but  without  acknowledging  the  obligation  to 
provide  any  remuneration  to  slave  holders  for  the  conse- 
quences to  them  of  this  act  of  justice  and  obedience  to 
nature  and  nature's  God.  It  ought  here  to  be  observed, 
that  it  is  not  the  amount  or  the  quantity  of  the  consequen- 
ces of  any  particular  act,  that  constitutes  its  injustice.  It 
is  the  nature  of  the  act,  the  violation  of  moral  principle, 
and  the  outrage  committed  upon  individual  and  private 
right.  The  principle  is  the  same  whether  one  <Jitizen  or 
all  the  citizens  of  a  State  hold  slaves,  or  whether  each 
claims  the  possession  of  a  hundred,  of  fif^,  of  ten,  or  one 
of  this  species  of  property — persons,  I  should  say,  sir.* 
The  injustice  of  emancipation — if  injustice  is  contained 
in  it — is  the  same  in  degree,  thoug^h  different  m  extent  { 
and  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  should  be  as  much 
shocked  by  violence  to  the  rights,  and  an  outrage  upon 
the  person  or  property  of  an  individual,  as  of  a  milhon. 
Several  years  have  passed,  sir,  since  the  State  of  New 
York  commenced  a  series  of  enactments  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery  in  that  State.  The  results  or  those 
enactments  were  consummated  on  the  Fourth  of  July  * 
last.  Since  when,  and  from  thenceforth  and  forever  sla- 
verv  haanot  exibted,  and  cannot  exist,  in  that  State.  And 
so  far  were  the  I  legislature  of  that  State  from  making  any 
provision  for  compensating  by  law  the  numerous  inaivid- 
uals  whom  they  thus  deprived  of  their  property — accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  this  claim — tiiat  thejr  actually  im- 
posed upon  them  additional  and  extl^ordinaiy  obliga* 
tions.  They  required  the  owner  to  prepare  his  slave  for 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  by  a  process  mcurring  a  veiy 
considerable  expense,  by  imparting  to  him  so  much  lit- 
erary instruction  as  at  least  to  enable  him  to  read  the  Bi- 
ble, thereby  imbuing  him  with  the  principles  of  our  holy 
and  blessed  religion,  at  the  same  moment  that  they  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  appropriate  and  twin  blessing  of  civil 
liberty.  And  this  was  done  under  no  less  a  peniuty  than 
their  forfeiture  of  their  right  in  the  slave  at  a  much  earlier 
day.'  •  -       ' 

If  slaves  are  property,*  then  pwyperty,  private  property, 
was  thus  taken  away,  absolutely  annihilated,  by  public 
authority,  without,  not  «de<j|^te,  bat  any  compensation. 
But  this  great  moral  and  political  event — for  it  was  a 
great  and  important  event  sir — was  effected  without 
doing  violence  to  the  moral  feelings,  or 'sense  of  justice, 
of  any  pertion  of  the  community  of  that  mat  State.  So 
far  from-  this,  sir,  this  event  has  been  our  boast,  our  pride; 
it  has  been  commemorated  and  celebrated,  and  has  been 
and  is»  esteemed  almost  as  great  an  improvement  in  our 
moral  and  political  condition,  as  any  other  great  and  con- 
temporaneous work  has  been  to*  the  internal  prosperity 
and  resources  of  the  State.  And  now,  sir,  doea  any  one 
suppose  that  this  gn.  at  example  of  New  York,  would  not 
be  followed  by  Southern  gentlemen  themselves,  by  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Marvland,  for  instance,  if  the  mea- 
sure could  be  esteemed  sate  ;  if  the  magnitude  of  the  evil 
did  not  discourage  them  from  grappling  with  the'momter. 
If  the  slave  popuhtion  of  the  State  of  Virginia  did  not  ex- 
ceed what  thttt  of  New  York  was,  who  doubts  that  they 
would  forthwith  emancipate  them  ?  Even  Southern  sen- 
sibility, I  apprehend,  would  not  revolt  at  the  injustice 
thus  perpetrated  upon  private  right.  It  is  not  hecftuae  it 
would  be  -unjust  to  individuals,  but  unsafe  to  the  oommu- 
nity,  to  enact  universal  and  absolute  emancipation.  And 
yet  it  is  manifett  that  the  extent  and  magnitode  of  lh« 
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evil  which  would  be  thui  abolitbeciy  the  multiplicity  of  the 
ilare-holderay  and  the  multiplicity  of  their  sUves,  would 
not  make  thii  g^reat  political  and  civil  change  unjust  in 
yirginia,  which  a  more  limited  extent  rendered  jutft  in 
New  York- 
Mr.  SFaAKEB,  I  have  not  entirely  aatiafied  myself  on 
one  part  of  my  argfument,  in  the  remarks  which  1  have 
submitted  to  the  House.  I  refer  to  that  branch  of  it 
which  touches  upon  the  extent  of  the  right  of  t4ie  mas- 
ter to  his  slave.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  repeating, 
sir.  that  tliat  right  is  limited  to  the  pergonal  services  of 
the  slave  «  and  when  they  are  paid  for«  it  is  all  the  mas- 
ter can  claim  from  the  Government  It  is  all  the  mas- 
ter has  been  deprived  o^  and  all  the  Government  has 
received ;  and  this,  sir,  settles  the  question,  and  ends  the 
atgument. 

Mr.  BRYAN,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  said  r-Com- 
ing  as  I  do,  from  a  State,  much  uf  the  wealth  of  whose 
citizens  consists  of  the  kind  of  property,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  which  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  1  should  feel  myself  negligent,  if  not  culpable, 
were  1  to  permit  the  question  tu  be  taken  without  en- 
deavouring to  vindicate  and  establfth  wliat  I  deem  to  be 
the  rights  of  my  constituents — rights  which  cannot  be 
impugned  without  a  violation  uf  tlie  rights  of  the  States, 
and  the  sacred  injunctions  of  our  Federal  Constitution. 
From  a  very  early  period  of  ilie  historv  of  America, 
we  find  the  rights  of  property  recognized  and  used  over 
these  persons — nay,  sir,  from  the  earliest  records,  both 
sacred  and  profane,  we  find  a  state  of  slavery  established 
and  sanctioned.  By  the  usages  of  ancient  warfare,  the 
vanquished  in  battle  became  the  slaves  of  the  victors, 
and  their  right  of  even  putting  them  to  deatli,  was  ad- 
mitted, and  too  often  practised.  The  institution  of  slave- 
ry may  even  be  said  to  have  mitintcd  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  by  arraying  the  avarice  of  the  conqueror  against  the 
appeUte  of  revenge,  to  have  often  8tai<)  the  fatal  blow, 
we  fiLnd,6ir,  in  confirmation  of  this  position,  that,  among 
the  aborigines  of  this  country,  where  the  practice  of  en- 
slaving their  captives  did  not  prevail,  that  they  were 
very  generally  put  to  death,  by  the  most  cruel  tortures. 
But.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not'deUin  the  House  with  an 
idle  display  of  research  into  ages  that  have  long  gone  by, 
but  will  confine  myself  more  strictly  to  the  state  of  slave- 
ly,  as  existing  among  ua. 

lu  origin  may  be  imputed  to  the  cupidity  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  who,  looking  upon  her  colonics,  mow  as 
the  means  of  enricliing  herself,  than  of  contributing  to 
the  happiness  of  mankind,  introduced  those  persons  in- 
to her  colonies,  as  an  aKicle  of  tmffic.  It  was  urged  as 
an  argument  in  justification  of  the  measuse,  that  it  was  an 
act  of  humanity  to  tJiese  unfortunate  beings,  as  tbey  had 
been  taken  captive  by  more  powerful  tribes,  in  their  own 
land,  and  that  their  coriquerors  would  put  them  to  death, 
unless  they  could  be  sold,  and  thus  more  advantageous- 
ly  disposed  of.  I  liave  no  doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this 
argument  was  well  founded  in  numerous  insUnces.  We 
learn  from  the  authentic  narratives  of  early  travellers, 
that  those  native  tribes  of  Africa  were  highly  savage  and 
ferocious,  delighting  in  blood— th«y  still  are  so— ami  1 
do  not  hesitate  to  avow,  as  my  firm  belief,  that  the  ne- 
gro slaves  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, ai:e  much  more  happy— inore  blessed  with  inteU 
leetual  and  natural  advantages— more  amply  furnished 
with  idl.tbat  mukes  this  lifeTiappy— ajid  more  especiaU 
ly  sirs  (And  this  should  go  very  ur  towards  reconciling, 
their  real  friepds  to  their  situation)  infinitely  better  pro. 
v^dftd.witli.  tbe.meims  of  Christian  instruction  and  educa- 
tion, thap  th^  descendants  of  tlieir  African  progenitors 
who  hf  ve  remfiined  in  the  land  of  their  fatliers.  But,  sir, 
be  tl)etr  situation  .wh«t  it  may*  ourcountr>%  the  United 
St^tei.  are.  innpce^t  pattakers  with  them,  of  the  disad- 
Yi#ti||ea  of  their  condiUon. 


It  is  matter,  sir,  of  historical  &ct,  thai  tlie  Cokmaal 
leg^latures  passed  acts  to  prevent  the  iniquitous  traffic- 
which  brought  them  to  our  shores.  During  our  Colonial 
dependence,  these  acta  had  not  the  force  of  laws  till 
sanctioned  by  the  King  of  England— that  sanction  was  re- 
fused,inasmuch  as  it  would  deprive  his  subjects  of  a  gain- 
ful traffic.  Do  we  not  know,  sir,  that  Great  Britain  aho 
actually  insisted  upon  being  permitted  to  supply  the 
Spanish  Colonies-  with  sUves,  and  that  this  ngbt  was 
guamntted  to  her  by  the-  solemnities  of  treaty  atipuU- 
tions  ?  What  was  the  conduct,  on  the  other  hao^  of  this 
country,  as  soon  as  she  was  emancipated  firom  British  do- 
minion }  Among  our  fifst  acts,  were  those  prokubiiing  the 
further  introduction  of  slaves ;  and  die  Federal  Constitu- 
tion itself  that  imperUiable  moiUiment  of  human  wisdum* 
contains  an  article  empowering  Congress  to  abolish  this 
odious  traffic.  This  power  has  been  liberally  exercised, 
and  America  has  earnestly  engaged  in  the  noble  contest 
of  extirpating  those  wretches  who  ca^n  quafiT  with  exulU- 
tion  the.  tears  of  human  misery.  Congress  has  declared 
all  engaged  in  it  to  be  pirates — the  enemies  of  the  hu- 
man race;  and  condemned  its  perpetrators  to  an  ignocnt- 
nious  death.  Bntain,  though,  now  stands  forth  the  cltaai- 
pion  of  freedom.  There  would  be  much  more  justice  m 
her  charity,  as  is  more  than  insinuated  by  one  of  her  moat 
eminent  jurists,  [Lord  Slowell,]  if  site  bore  the  expense 
also  of  being  cliaritable.  It  has  always  been,  Mr.  Speak- 
er,  an  easy  matter  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  about  cliarities 
of  various  kinds,  but  there  is  a  sad  falling  off  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  shouters  when  they  have  to  pay  for  it. 

Having  thus  briefly  endeavoured  to  dispose  of  the  ge- 
nend  subject,  and  to  wipe  oiTfrom  the  Americaii  escut- 
cheon the  unjust  stigma  of  originating  or  ptrpetmating 
this  sUte  of.society,  I  shall  advert  to  the  esse  tounediatc  \y 
before  us. 

The  report  of  tlie  Committee  slates,  thai  the  slave, 
horse,  and  cart,  of  tnis  man  [Marigny  D'Auteri*e'\  were 
impressed  by  the  Commander  of  the  American  Voffccs, 
to  aid  In  tlirowing  up  breastworks  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  and  that  the  necetstty  was  so  lugent  as  to  j«istify 
the  act  { that  the  ala  ve  lost  an  arm  and  an  eye  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy, and  wliilst  engi^j^  in  the  service  of  the  Uiuted 
States.  They  report  a  bill  makiog  compensation  fix 
the  horse  and  cart,  and  the  time  of  the  sUve  ;  but  it  is 
contended  that  the  master  is  not  entitled  to  resitttterslioa 
for  the  damage  done  to  his  slave— done  in  the  manner  and 
to  the  extent  t  have  stated. 

The  General  Government  is  invested  by  the  Coastitti- 
tion  with  the  power  of  making  war— this  is  a  high  sad 
mighty — a  sovereign  power.  In  its  exercise  they  bate 
a  right  to  employ  the  intellectual  and  physical  resource* 
of  the  country,  to  the  extent  necessary  fbr  the  defence  said 
protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  tlie  citixeus ;  tar 
this  duty  of  the  Government  is  the  correlative  of  its  fic*t 
to  the  allegiance  of  its  citizens,  and  is  most  emphatiEulf 
the  great  object  uf  all  Governments.  In  the  exeicue«& 
this  power  and  dut^f,  it  has  been  the  universal  ptictce 
upon  emergencies  similar  to  that  stated  in  the  repoct,  te 
the  Government  to  exercise .  its  right  of  eminent  domsia 
by  impressing  private  property  for  public  uac»  upon  the 
admitted  principle  that  a  paH  may  be  sacrificed  for  the 
presevation  of  the  whole,  which  is  the  same  principk^ 
Sir,  that  justifies  the  throwing  coods  overboard  from  a 
ship,  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  crew.  TU 
Constitution  of  tlie  United  SUies  sanctions  this  principle* 
if  indeed  it  needed  any  sanction,  by  providiii^  thast  pri- 
vate property  shall  not  betaken  for  public  use  vithsui 
just  compensation. 

But,  say  gentlemen  opposed  to  this  cJ«iai»  slaTca  sre 
not  to  be  regarded  altogether  as  other  plp|icitjr--in  ibis 
case  the  slave  is  to  be  regarded  ss  a  penoa— ^rtd  the  oa- 
ner  is  no  more  entitled  to  be  compensated  for  his  injon*,  i 
Mid  conaequentixl  loss  of  a^rvioe,  than  wooki  a  Morttucni  i 
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mBSterbe  for  tbe  low  of  thetsi'vioe  of  hia  apprentice  under 
similar  circuinsUiiices.  And  the  henorabte  gvntlenmn  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Mabtinbake]  who  has  just  taken  bis 
8«at,has  defied  any  Southern  {gentleman  to  point  out  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  cases.  Sir/  to  my  mind»  and  I 
think  to  the  mind  of  any  reasonable  roan,  the  distinction 
is  most  obviouft  The  apprentice  is  a  freemau—a  citizen 
—he  owes  allegiance  to  the  Government — is  a  member  of 
the  body  politic,  and  as  -such,  the  Government  is  bound  to 
protect  him.  1  .hese  propositions  are  not  true  of  the  slave. 
The  apprentice  is  simply  bound,  by  contract,  to  serve  his 
roaster ;  the  law  enables  him,  or  others  in  his^-behalf,  to 
enter  into  this  contract  of  service ;  but  be  isstill  liable, 
in  almost  all  tbe  States^  to  do  military  duty  before  the  ag:e 
of  twenty  one  years.  Tbe  soverei|^n  liatf  a  right  to  hia 
services,  on  account  of  his  being  a  citizen  {  and,  as  was 
welt  observed  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  EvxasTT]  the  act  uf  Congress  renders  him  compe- 
tent to  make  Uie  contract  of  enlistment  simply  by  re- 
moving the  disability  of  infancy.  But,  Sir,  a  slave  has 
far  greater  disabilities  than  those  of  infancy  or  apprentice* 
shin — he  labors  under  a  total  want  of  capacity  to  contract; 
and  this  Government  cannot  confer  upon  him  that  power, 
because  that  would  be  conferring  upon  him  one  of  the 
roost  important  social  rights  of  freemen.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York-  has  farther  contended,  that  this 
slave  was  employed  as  a  person  in  throwing  up  entrench- 
ments, which  was  military  duty — and  80»  Sir  was  the  horse 
employed  in  transporting  the  earth,  which  was  just  as 
much  military  duty  as  throwing  it  up  ;  and  this,  accord- 
ing to  the  argument  of  tbe  honorable  gentleman,  would 
make  the  horse  a  military  persop,  and  perhaps  capable  of 
enlistment. 

Tbe    lionorable    gentleman    strongly  contends  that 
slaves  are  not  property,  because  the  owner  cannot  do  as 
he  pleases  with  them.     He  cannot,  says  he,  take  away 
their  lives — ^the  slave   has  a  ri^ht,  sajrs  he,   to  his  life  5 
and  thb  is  urged  as  a  triumpnant  distinction  between 
him  and  mere  property,   which  is  said  -to  be  the  mere 
creature  of  the  owner's  will,  to  do  as  he  pleases  with  it. 
Sir,  this  argument  is  really  almost  ludicrous,  and  better 
suited  to  a  County  Court  than  10  this  g^ave  deliberative 
assembly.     Let  us  pursue  it.  Sir,  to  some  of  its  conse- 
quences.    Does  the  gentleman  need  to  be  told,  that,  in 
£ngknd,  and  in  some  States  of  the  American  Union,  ex- 
cessive cnielt;^  to  animals,  to  horses  for  instance,  is  pun- 
ishable  by  indictment  at  common  law  ?  I  suppose,  accor- 
ding to  the  honorable  gentleman's  doctrine,  because  the 
law  there  would  restrain  tbe  owner  from  cutting  his 
horse's  throat  in  the  street,  out  of  sheer  malignity,  there- 
fore, he  could  have  no  property  in  him.     This  is  the  le- 
gitimate deduction  fVom  his  premises.     Property,  sir,  as 
has  been  said  by  the -honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Rafbolph]  is  the  creature  of  the  law  ;  whether  of 
the  natural  or  social  law,  is  not  material  here  to  he  ascer- 
fained-^iU  enjoyment  therefore  maybe  modified  by  law. 
I  will  not  do  my  constituentSi,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  injustice 
to  argue,  as  an  abstract  question^  whether  slaves  are -pro- 
perty— powers  hr  superior  to  mine  in  argument,  wmtld 
only  shake  the  firm  foundatlcm  upon  which  this  right  is 
based,  by  attempting  to  fortify  it.    I  will  only  refer.  Sir, 
AS  matter  of  history,  to  several  eminent  instances  in  which 
it  has  been  clearly  recognised  by  Federal  authority.    The 
other  day.  Sir,  in  looking  over  the  secret  Journal  of  Do- 
mestic Affain^  of  the  Continental  Congress,  I  discovered 
a  report,  and  resolutions  accompanying  it,  which  seem  to 
me  lo  be  perfectly  conclusive  upon  this  question.     The 
report  was  made  on  the  29th  March,  1779.     It  will  be 
recollected.  Sir,  that,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
the  British  enline<l  slaves  as  troops^and  that  the  period 
1   have  mentioned,  was  one  of  great  gloom  and  des- 
pondency in  the  South  ;  and  tlien,  if  ever,  as  the  enemy 
iTTcre  enlisting  the  slaves  of  the  Soutbeni  planter,  the 


Continental  Congresa  might  have  found  strong  arguments 
for  combating  him  with  the  same  species  of  force^espe« 
cially,  as,  by  refraining  from  doitig  so,  the  slaves  were 
not  only  lost  to  the  owner,  but  were  added  to  the  military 
force  of  the  enemv.  The  proceedings  of  Congress  on 
this  occasion,  display  that  combination  of  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence, for  which  that  body  was  so  uuitly  renowned. 
The  report  states  that  the  delegation  of  South  Catolma^ 
in  Congress,  had  represented  the  distressed  state  of  tbe 
countty,  the  desertion  of  the  negroes  to  the  enem^,  and 
that  those  who  still  remained,  were  exposed  to  their  arti- 
fices  and  temptations ;  that,  if  they  were  embodied^  this 
desertion  might  be  prevented,  and  they  might  be  render- 
ed formidable  to  the  enemy,  &c.  Whereupon,  ''Resolv- 
ed, That  it  be  recommended  to  the  States  of  SoutUCaro- 
lina  and  Georgia,  if  they  shall  think  the  same  expedient, 
to  take  measures"  for  raising  a  force  of  this  description. 
By  another  resolution,  it  was  declared  that  <*  Congress 
will  make  provision  for  paying  the  proprietors  of  such 
negroes,  &c.  a  full  compensation  for  tbe  property,  &c.  " 
— Secret  Journal,  pages  107-r-8.  I  do  not  know.  Sir, 
whether  the  recomendation  of  Congress  was  adopted. 
I  presume  not  It  is  not  at  all  material  to  the  purpose 
for  which  I  have  quoUd  the  Journal,  to  ascertain  that 
fact.  The  report  and  resolutions  show  conclusively  the 
sense  of  the  Continental  Congress — that  the  slaves,  even 
with  the  example  of  tlie  enemy  iustifyinjr,  1  might  say 
enforcing  it,  were  not  to  be  employed  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  local  authorities— and  if  employed  with  that 
consent,  that  the  owners  were  to  receive  full  compensa- 
tion for  the  property — ^thus  evincing  the  caution  and  the 
justice  of  the  Congresa  of  that  day,  deciding,  as  I  contend. 
Sir,  the  very  principle  of  compensation  now  before  the 
House.  It  IS  indeed  a  much  stronger  case  than  the  one 
now  under  consideration  «  for  it  might  be  contended, 
with  much  more  force,  that  the  slaves  would,  in  tliat 
case,  have  been  employed  as  persons. 

Pursuing  these  historical  illustrations.  Sir,  we  find  in 
tlie  British  Treaty  of  1783,  which  closed  the  war  of  in- 
dependence, provision  is  made  by  the  7th  article  against 
"  the  destruction  or  carrying  away  of  any  negroes,  or 
other  property  of  the-  American  inhabitants."  In  the 
secret  debates  of  the  convention  of  1787,  which  framed 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  slaves 
were  unequivocally  admitted  to  be  property,  and  objec- 
tions were  made,  on  that  precise  ground,  lo  their  being 
enumerated  in  the  population  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  estimated  in  the  ratio  of  represenUtipn  at  three>fifths 
of  their  actual  number  ;  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Convention  from  Massachusetts  contending,  that  the  cat- 
tle of  New  England  might  Be  represented  with  as  much 
propriety.  In  the  convention  of  Massachusetts  which 
adopted  the  Constitution  the  same  objection  was  also 
made.  If  wc  consult  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
Government,  it  will  appear  no  less  cleiu*ly  that  they  are 
regarded  as  mere  property  ?  they  are,  as  such,  subjected 
tu  the  direct  tax  ;  their  assessment  and  valuation  are  pro- 
vided for— and  tliey  are  sold  as  property  under  the  laws 
and  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  Uiiited  States. 
When  a  burden  is  to  be  borne  by  the  property  of  the 
citizens,  gentlemen  are  willing  to  consider  them  as  pro- 
perty ;  when  they  are  to  be  paid  for,  having  been  seized 
and  injured  in  the  public  service,  then  it  is  most  conveni- 
ent to  cidl  them  persons. 

The  honorable 
to  credit  for  hav    ^ 

he  contends  that  alaves  are  not  property,  because  their 
owners  are  only  entitled  to  their  services  ;  or,  in  his  own 
language,  that  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  **  means 
of  acquiring  property,  and  not  as  property."  I  would 
be  glad  to  know.  Sir,  in  what  consists  the  value  of  any 
kind  of  property,  if  it  is  not  in  being  the  means  uf  ac- 
quiring property  j  tlwt,  Sir,  is  its  great  and  most  ordi- 


ble  gentleman  from  New  York  is  entitled 
having  discovered  *•  a  new  thing,"  when 
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nary  use.  If  this  argument  be  true,  a  man  is  not  entitled 
to  hia  own  i<i<»s»  because  they  are  often  used  as  the 
means  of  acquiring  property  ;*  and  inteUect,  the  noblest 
and  moat  peeuliar  kind  of  property,  must  no  longer  be 
regarded  by  \i$  possessor  as  his  own.  As  slaves  have 
never  been  considered  as  military  persons,  so,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, have  they  never  been  considered  as  civil  persons,  if  I 
may  use  the  phrase.  I  will  ask  any  gentleman  from  a 
Southern  State,  if  he  has  ever  known  them  called  out  to 
a«ust  the  civil  authority,  as  a  part  of  the  posse  comitatus  ^ 
Has  a  sheriff  ever  been  knbyrn  to  summon  his  neighbor's 
■laves  to  assist  him  in  the  execution  of  process  ?  Can  he 
go  upon  a  pbintation  where  the  owner's  negroes  are  at 
work,  and  commind  them  to  attend  and  aid  him  in  the 
execution  of  bis  olficial  duty  }  No,  Sir,  this  is  too  mon- 
atrouf  to  bb  thought  of ;  and  yet  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  if  followed,  leads  inevitably  to  this  eon- 
chision.  I  am  happy,  Sir,  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  is  the  only  member 
of  this  House  who  has  contended  that  slaves  are  not  pro- 
perty. I  do  not  believe  that  he  can  find  a  second  on 
this  floor  /  and  I,  with  cheerfulness,  add  my  testimony  to 
that  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina, 
[Mr.  M'DvvriB]  and  the  honorable  fpentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  AacHim]  in  favor  of  the  just  and  liberal  vie#6 
of  our  Northern  brethren.  Their  sentiments,  as  frankly 
avowed  in  this  debate,  must  have  a  powerful  tendency  to 
repress  any  improper  emotions  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who 
are  afflicted  with  this  kind  of  property,  and  to  quell  any 
spirit  of  insubordination  in  the  slaves  themselvea. 

When  this  debate  originated,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  confess 
I  felt  much  regret,  believing  that  it  would  create  much 
unnecessary  excitement  and  waste  of  time.  1  have  en* 
deavoredto  discuss  the  question.  Sir,  with  calmness*  I 
am.  Sir,  no  advocate  for  slavery  in  the  abstract.  lagree 
entirely  with  my  honorable  friend  frbm  Soutli  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Ubattohj  that  it.  is  great  evil ;  and  I  bdleve,  too. 
Sir,  that  the  owner  is  rather  more  to  be  pitied  than  th« 
slave.  I  must  do  my  constitaents  the  justice^  and  it  is 
mere  justice,  to  say  that  their  slaves  are  treated  with  -a 
degp-ee  of.  mildness,  and  attention  to  their  wants,  much 
more  iirt'dicatrve  of  good  and  generous  feeling  than  that  of 
a  desire  to  make  the  most  of  their  property.  The  slave. 
Sir,  is  generally  happier  than  the  master  ;  while  his 
owner  is  *<  spinning  his  brains"  for  the  support  of  his 
family,  or  torturing  his  ipgenuity,  and  tossing  his  aching 
head  upon  his  pillow  to  provide  "  ways  and  means**  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts,  or  performance  of  his  contracts, 
the  slave,  released  from  all  these  cares,  well  fed,  well 
clothed,  and  performing  moderate  labor,  enjoys  the  tran- 
quility of  mind,  and  Iiealth  of  body,  wliich  form  very  im* 
portant  items  in  tlie  sum  vfhuman  happiness. 

If  the  Southern  States  are  to  be  purified  from  this  mo- 
ral pestilence,  it  will  not,  it  cannot  be  by  fulminating 
edi6t9/or  mawkish  harangues,  agrainst  their  right  of  pro- 
perty. Passion  and  enthusiasm  have  rarely  given  good 
counsel.  There  are  many  intelligent  and  patriotic  citi- 
zens of  the  South,  who  would  be  willing  to  adopt  a  sys- 
terti  for  the  euro  of  this  malady,  provided  wholesome  me- 
dicine,  suited  to  the  Constilutian,  be  used.  The  consent 
of  the  cw^ier,  and  the  emigration  of  the  IVeed-man,  should 
be,  and  must  be,  indispensable  in  any  syatenL  Sir,  se- 
veral of  my  constituents  have  shown  the  most  earnest 
and  sincere  zeal  in  promoting  the  objects  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  :  and,  sir,  how  have  they  shown  it  ?  Not 
by  clamor  and  intemperance  (  but  by  good  deeds-*-by 
being  charitable  at  their  own  costs.  They  have  eman- 
cipated their  slaves,  and  provided  the  means  of  transpor- 
ting Vhem  out  of  the  Union.  This'  is  what  may  be  called 
an  actuating  faith.  I  have  been  anticipated,  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  several  arguments  which  had  occurred  to  me,  and 
which  I  sUoukl  have  offered,  had  I  been  more  forlmiate 
in  my  efforts  to  obtain  the  floor.     They  have  been  pre- 


sMted,  sir,  by  honorable  gentlemen,  much  more  forcibly 
and  eloquently  than  my  lips  could  have  uttered  them. 
I  know  toe  well,  I  trust,  sir,  how  much  is  due  from  me  to 
the  courtesy  of  the  House^  to  weary  it  with  an  elaburate 
argument  upon  a  subject  which  baa  slready  been  aa  much 
canvassed.  1  had  declined  troubling  the  House  with  any 
remarks  of  mine  Upon  this  question,  but  was  called  up 
by  the  novel  and  extraoidinary  doetrines  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Yorki  which,  as  a  faithful  repreaentaiiTe 
of  my  constituents,  I  could  not  permit  to  past  without 
protest,  and  an  attempt  to  refute  them.  As  to  the  other 
question  which  hss  been  raised  in  this  case,  whether  the 
damage  done  to  the  slave  was  direct  or  consequential,  I 
really  do  consider  that  to  be  a  mere  law  quibble,  and  am 
reminded  by  it,  sir,  of  the  learned  and  astute  Shibboleth 
so  gravely  uttered  in  Courts — 'yclep'd  Courts  of  Justice 
— when  they  are  engaged  in  ascertaining,  not  whether 
a  suiter  hss  suffered  injustice  fh>m  his  neighbor,  but  whe- 
ther he  should  have  brought  an  action  of  trespaas  or  case. 
I  rejoice,  sir,  that  here,  at  least,  we  can  do  subatantial 
justice.  D'Auterive's  property  has  been  forcibly  taken 
for  public  use— it  has  been  injured  in  the  public  aervice. 
Reason,  Justice,  and  the  Constitution,  unite  in  saying, 
'*  that  private  property  sliall  not  be  taken -for  public  use. 
without  just  compensation."  They  all  asy,  pay  him 
what  is  just — and  so  I  hope  we  shall  say.  I  feel  no  diffi- 
culty  about  my  vote,  sir.  I  liave  arrived  at  my  conclusion 
without  passion,  and  I  shall  adhere  to  it  with  quite  as 
much  firmness  and  inflexibility  as  if  I  had  invoked  the  furies 
of  discord  and  disunion,  or  endeavored  to  array  before 
this  House  the  distorted  spectres  of  fancy. 

I  am  admonished,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  that  I  have  sufbciently  imposed  upon  the  patiemre 
of  the  House.  1  conclude,  sir,  by  expreaang  my  lively 
gratitude  for  the  attention  which  the  House  has  been 
pleased  to  bestow  upon  my  remarks,  (undeaenrinf^  aa 
they  have  been.) 

[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

W<i>'!VKftDAT,  Jahvabt  33,  183S. 
RETRENCHMENT. 
The  House  resumed  the  conskleraition  of  the  resolu- 
tions moved  by  Mr.  CHILTON,  yesterday,  which  were 
under  consideration  when  the  House  passed  to  tlie  cr- 
ders  of  the  day.- 

Mr.  BARNEY  desired  not.  to  be  considered  as  waul- 
ing in  courtesy  to  the  honorable  member  from  Kentnc* 
ky,  when  rising  in  opposition  to  the  reference  of  the  re- 
solutions to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  ifts»- 
much  as  the  Chairman  of  tiiat  Committee  had  expressed 
his  unwilKngnesa  that  they  should  be  thus  referred,  ani 
their  merits  could  be  tested  by  the  discuaaien  vbieb 
I  would  be  thus  elicited. 

He  was  unwilling  that  the  House  should,  by  its  dd^^e- 
rate  vote,  sanction  a  belief  that  the  purity  of  our  Rcp«H. 
lican   Institutions  were  contaminated  by  prodigal   and 
wasteful  expenditures  of  Ihe  public  money,  calling  looil- 
ly  for  reform  in  the  Administration  of  our  Governnaetit ; 
and  he  would  here  disclaim  all  intention  of  provokii^ 
unnecessary  discussion,  by  introducing  the  term  adiBi»i>- 
tration  in  a  political  sense,  his. impressions  having  urj- 
formly  been  that  that  administration  was  beat,  whicli  was 
best  administered.    If  we  sanction  this  refereoc^e,  it  caA- , 
not  fail  to  confirm  an  impression  attempted  to  be  made 
by  a  lascivious  poet,  who  passed  a  few  weeks  in  fi>»Vi«if 
a  rapid  tour  through  our  country,  and  remaining  three  or 
four  days  in  the  Capital — certainly  not  aa  lon^^  as  the  ho- 
norable member  from  Kentucky  has  beeak^hia  seat- 
his  return  to  his  native  land  thus  describJiBSg 
**  Even  n»w.  in  dawn  of  lift,  ker  early  lK«aak 
**  BnvxtM  widi  Uie  taiuiof  Empire*  near  Ihetr  demih  ; 
**  And«  like  the  Nymphs  of  her  own  witberinr  ctinK\ 
«  She  it  old  in  ynutb,  sheia  blasted  in  her  pnue.** 
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Thia^  sir,  was  the  language  of  poetry  and  of  fiction, 
and  the  libeller  received  the  price  of  his*  slanders  \  hot 
when  we  adopt  those  resolutions,  we  beeome  the  assail- 
ants of  the  fair  fame  of  our  countiy ,  and  our  act  confirms 
the  charges  as  matter  of  fact  and  of  history  >     The  print- 
ing for  this  House  is  the  first  item  in  the  list  of  extrava- 
gancies.    I  grant  you,  sir,  that  it  does  involve  a  large 
expenditure  ;  but  how  is  it  to  be  corrected  }    How  re- 
gulated }    Shall  a  purveyor  of  public  printing  be  em- 
ployed, especially  charged  with  the  duty  of  designating 
what  shall  and  what  sh^  not  be  consigned  to  the  press  ? 
The  task  would  be  as  invidious  as  it  would  become  irk- 
some and  arduous,  and  could  not  fail  to  result  in  disap- 
pointment and  dissatisfaction.     Sin  I  hesitate  not  to  say 
that  every  printed  document  submitted  to  this  House, 
voluminous  as  they  are,  are  interesting  to,  and  read  by, 
some  of  its  members,  and  many  of  their  constituents. 
They  are  indispensable  to  a  general  and  coiTect  know- 
ledge of  each  particular  case.     In  the  British  Parliament, 
where  no  compensation- is  allowed,  the  most  liberal 'po- 
licy prevails  in  diffusing  information,  for  1  have  seen 
among  their  items  of  expenditures  J£  120,000  sterling*,  or 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  charged  in  one  session  for  print- 
ing and  stationery~*an  account  much  larger  than  tlie 
whole  appropriation  for  our  extravagant  per  diem  of  ei^ht 
dollars  per  day,  contingent  expenses  of  printing,  8(c.  in- 
cluded.   The  Treasury  estimates  for  tlie  present  year 
amount  to  about  nine  millions  of  dollars ;  and  on  refer- 
ence to  them^it  wiH  be  seen  that  the  favorite  maxim,  in 
peace  prepare  for  war,  has  received  most  respectful  con- 
sideration.   Fortifications,  ordnance,  armories,  dry  docks, 
timber  for  the  future  use  of  the  Navy,  equipping  and  or- 
^  ganizing  the  militia,  amount  to  near  four  millions,  leav- 
ing something  more  than  one  million  sterling,  the  amount 
appropriated  for  supporting  the  royal  dignity  of  the  King 
of  England,  to  sustain  our  Government,  its'  Executive, 
Legislative,  and  Judiciary  Department,  Army  and  Navy ; 
and  yet  we  are  to  convict  ourselves  of  extravagance  and 
prodigality. 
*     The  Fifth  Auditor  was  alluded  to  as  having  been  cre- 
ated for  a  special  object,  and  under  particular  circum- 
stances, which  do  no  not  now  exist ;  consequently,  his 
services  may  be  dispensed  with.     I  find  that,  by  the  act 
of  18ir,  an  additional  Comptroller,  and  four  additional 
Auditors  were  created  by  •*  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,"  and  the  neces- 
sity still  exists  for  its  continuance.     It  is  contended  that 
the  salaries  should  be  reduced.     Whenever  Congress  is 
satisfied  that  more  is  allowed  than  is  sufficient  for  a  mere 
subsistence,  then  such  a  proposition  may  find  favor.     If 
the   Government  desire  the  services  of  faithful  and  intel- 
ligent men,  they  can  only  obtain  them  by  allowing  such 
compenmilion  as  will  enable  them  to  live  free  from  the 
apprehension  that  the  wants  of  to-morrow  may  be  unpro- 
vided for.      While  griping  penuiy  stares  ihem  in  the 
fyee,  and  a  helpless  family  are  destitute  of  the  ordinary 
cemforts  of  life,  the  energies  of  neither  mind  nor  body 
can  be  devoted  to  the  public  weal.     A  cursory  glance  at 
the  operations  of  the  Sinku^  Fund,  will  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  public  debH  amply  provided  for.    Pro- 
bably* before  he  retves  from  public  life,  and  certainly 
before    the    expiration  of  another  Presidential  term,  it 
will  not  exist  even  in  name. 

Thirty  or  forty  officers  are  supposed  to  be  at  this  time 
unemployed  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
'i'iie  bill  from  the  Military  Committee,  now  on  our  tables, 
authorizing'  the  appointment  of  additional  professors, 
does  not  sanction  this  idea.  Having  recently  enjoyed  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted  with  this 
invaluable  institution  in  all  its  details,  I  can  safely  affirm 
that  there  are  neither  supernumeraries  nor  idlers  con- 
nected with  it.  Presenting  a  most  interesting  spectacle 
of  strict  order,  and  high  state  of  difioiplloe  ;  every  duty. 


whether  of  the  soldier  or  the  student,  is  performed  at  its 
appointed  time,  without  the  least  confusion,  and  every 
hour,  from  reVeillee  to  tatoo  has  its  appropriate  employ- 
ments No_  American  can  view  sudi  a  scene  without 
strong  emotions  of  pride  and  gratification — he  beholds 
the  germ  of  future  g^atneitf  to  his  country  ;  fot  those 
whose  capacity  and  diligence  enable  them  to  attain  the 
proud  eromence  to  which  tlhey  all  aspire — present  them- 
selves to  the  world  th6  adopted  children  of  their  coun- 
try, qualified  to  be  useful  in  any  situation  in  life,  either 
civil  or  military.  I^he  im|>artial  and  equal  administration 
of  justice  ii  dhe  of  iJlie  brightest  attributes  in  its  Repub- 
lican character  f  for,  while  tl\e  son  of -a  Sergeant  has  re<« 
ceived'its  highest  honors,  the  descendants  of  Governors, 
Members  of  Congress,  and  other  prominent  men,  are 
sent  home  with  a  diploma  of  incapacity. 

A  portion  of  our  revenues  are  credited  to  the  sale  of 
Public  Lands,  and  an  apprehension  expressed  that,  when 
they  are  exhausted,  there  will  be  a  difficulty  in  replen- 
ishing the  Treasury.  It  is  a  mere  figment  of  fancy  to 
imagine  that  one  dolbr  has  ever  been  derived  firom  the 
Public  Lands.  It  would  be  considered  rash  to  predict 
that  nothing  ever  will  be.  While,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  pre* 
sent  enlightened  and  liberal  policy  shall  prevail,  of  ame- 
liorating the  condition  of  the  Indians  by  annuiiies,  dona- 
tions, removals  to  a  grater  distance  from  our  settlements, 
we  shall  continuie  to  be  the' mere  tenants  in  possession 
for  the  benefit  of  the  original  proprietors,  the  aborigines 
of  our  country,  and  the  whole  proceeds  appropriated  for 
their  benefit. 
The  Public  Lands  cost  $  32,911,813 

Amount  received  from  purchasers  31,345,968 


Balance  due  the  Treasury 


$  1,565,845 


This  source,  however  unproductive,  is  far  from  being 
exhausted  Acris. 

The  United  Slates  held  258,377,667 

Sold  19,259,412 

Donations  to  Colleges,  &c.        7,708,066 
Military  Bounties  21,155,089 

48,093,567 


Unsold        ...  -  210,274,100 

If,  in  fifty  years,  which  have  elapsed  since  the  Decia 

ration  of  Independence,  we  have  been  enabled  to  dis- 

{>ose  of  but  nineteen  millions  of  acres,  we  have  a  fund 
eft  to  draw  ui>on  for  the  next  five  hundred  years,  at  all 
events.  But,  in  addition  to  these,  add  fif\y-five  millions 
acres  of  unceded  lands  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions North  and  West  of  the  States  and  Territories,  but 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States ;  and,  regarding 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which  forbid  any  other 
than  the  Government  becoming  the  original  purchaser?, 
then  our  resources  look  into  futurity  two  thousand  years; 
probably  as  long  as  this  Repubfic  shall  endure.  No  ; 
God  forbid.  May  it,  as  was  pionsly  exclaimed  by  the 
soldiers  of  the  Kevolution,  live  forever. 

And  now,  sir,  last,  not  least,  I  come  to  our  nuble 
selves.  Our  compensation,  surely  not  greater  thoin  our 
deserts,  must  be  reduced.  I  can  approach  this  subject 
with  a  clear  conscience,  and  hold  up  at  the  bar  of  this 
House  a  pure  and  spotless  right  hand,  when  declaring, 
that,  during  many  years  a  public  servant,  not  one  dollar 
of  the  People's  money  has  enriched  my  private  coffei's. 
The  average  pay  of  a  member  of  Congress  is  about 
$  1,100  a  year,  out  of  which  must  be  defrayed  all  expen- 
ses here  and  elsewhere.  In  the  Western  and  Southern 
States,  the  People  require  to  know  personally  the  candi*^ 
date  who  asks  their  confidence  ;  hence  it  becomes  his 
duty  to  make  a  tour  through  his  District  ;  and,  for  at  least 
three  months  previous  to  an  election,  he  is  employed  in 
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Tiding  his  circuit  cukivmtini^  their  good  will  i  it  is  to  me 
a  source  of  pleasure  and  recreation  :   so  industriously 
have  1  pursued  it,  that  there  are  but  few  penons  to 
whom  I  am  unknown  {  and  I  verily  believe  that  a  ^ood 
old  horse,  who  has  accompanied  me  in  two  campaigns, 
would,  if  a  saddle  bag  was  6xed  on  his  back,  and  the 
whip  occasionally  applied,  present  himself  in  regular 
succession,  at  every  farmer's  door  in  Baltimore  County. 
In  a  large  double  district,  the  cost  of  about  1(X),0(K) 
tickets  fynuB  a  considerable  item  of  expense  i  fur  which 
it  is  indispensable  that  seven  or  eight  thousand  votes 
should  fitxi  their  wny  into  the  ballot  boxes  to  secure  a 
seat  here  :  a  laige  allowance  must  be  made  for  wear  and 
tear,  for  many  are  literally  torn  up.     The  benign  spirit 
of  universal  religious  toleration  prevails  throu^out  this 
happy  land,  and  numerous  temples  of  worship  to  the 
Great  Supreme,  rearing  their  modest  heads,  even  in  the 
wiklemess,  proclaims  the  increase  of  piety  and  religion. 
To  these,  contributions  are  liberally  made  ;  for  charity, 
like  mercy,  cov«reth  a  multitude  of  sins,  and  the  Lord 
loves  a  cheerful  giver.     Thus,  the  People's  raonev  is  re- 
turned  to  tl^    People ;   and  as  pecuniary  emolument 
never  entered  into  my  consideration  when  seeking  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Mouse,  I  have  not  desired  to  en* 
rich  myself  by  compensation.    And  there  are  many  mem- 
•  ben,  living  more  remote  than  myself,  wbo&  happiness 
is  intimately  connected  with  their  domestic  circle,  who 
are  induced  not  to  assent  to  a  separation  from  their  &mi- 
lies,  and  expend  here  tlioiisands  more  than  they  receive. 
Once  convinced  that  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  do  re- 
quire that  our  per  diem  be  reduced,  and  I  pledge  myself 
to  go  farther  than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky — I  will  vote  for  a  bill  which  shall  deprive  us 
of  all  compensation,  from  this  day  to  the  expiration  of 
my  term  ;  but  will  never  g^ve  my  assent  to  a  resolution 
pronouncing  sentence  of  condemnation,  until  proof  shall 
be  adduced  that  prodigality  and  extravagance  have  exis- 
tence in  our  Republic. 

Mr.  KREMER  said,  that  it  had  been  with  pride  and 
pleasure  that  he  heard  this  resolution  when  it  was  first 
offered.     He  had  rejoiced  that  at  length  a  member  bad 
risen  in  his  place,  and,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  had  pre- 
sented such  a  resolution.     He  had  himself,  for  three 
years  past,  urged  it  upon  those  who  were  better  qualifi- 
ed than  himself  for  the  task,  to  bring  forward  such  a 
pro{>osition.     It  was  with  no  small  surprise,  he  said,  that 
he  heard  this  proposition  now  assailed.     What  was  the 
question  ?    The  whole  amount  of  it  might  be  contained 
in  the  compass  of  a  nut  shell.     The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  are,  by  this    resolution,  called  to    inquire 
wtiether  a  retrenchment  may  not  be  made  in  the  expen« 
ditures  of  this  Government,  without  detriment  to  the 
public  good.     If  they  inquire  and  report  to  the  House 
that  no  retrenchment  can  be  made,  be  it  so.     But  the 
impression    has    gone    abroad,  that  we  old   fashioned 
Republicans  are  getting  corrupt,  and  are  extravagant, 
I  want  to  know  whether  any  evil  can  result  from  order- 
ing such  an  inquiry  as  this.     Who  are  we  }    We  are 
but    men;  and   the  most  exalted  of  our  species  are 
stamped  with  imperfection  and  fraihy.     It  is  well  known 
that  unlawful  longings  too  frequently  mark  the  charac- 
ter of  men  in  power.     Does  any  one  doubt  that  the  pub- 
lic expenses  may  be  too  great,  when  they  look  at  the 
march  of  private  extravagance  ?     When  they  consider 
the  evils  that  are  exhibited  in  these  ten  miles  sqtiare. 
I  feel  regret  that  such  an  example  should  be  set  at  the 
seat  of  Government.     If  it  were  confined  to  the  ten 
miles  square,  he  bhould  not  so  much  regret  it,  but  the 
force  of  example,  in  this  Representative  Republic,  was 
most  pernicious.     Members  of  this  House  witness  con- 
tinually the  extravagance  which  is  engendered  here — 
they  insensibly  imbibe  it,  and  carry  it  home  to  their  own 
neigliborhoods.      A   Republican  Government   may  be 


safe,  so  long  as  its  mam  stream  is  kept  in  purity.  But 
when  tlw  main  stream  is  cornspted,  all  the  tributary 
slreann  partake  of  its  pollution  till  at  length  it  npreads 
like  an  incubus  over  the  whole  land.  We  are  told  that 
the  salaries  of  our  public  ofBcaera  are  not  too  high.  I 
wisli  to  see  them  reduced,  and  I  want  that  tbe  officers 
themselves  should  be  obfiged  to  attend  to  their  duty 
within  their  offices.  I  dont  want  to  furnish  them  with 
cash  to  travel  through  the  land  and  make  dinner  speeches. 
1  would  give  them  what  is  fair  and  reasonable,  but  would 
enoounge  no  extravagance.  I,  for  one,  trust  that  the 
resolution  will  at  least  go  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  tliat  we  shall  have  the  report  of  that 
Committee  as  to  what  officers  can  Imve  th«r  aslarics 
curtailed  ;  and  then,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  virtue  and 
firmness  enough  in  the  House  to  reduce  the  safairies  o« 
all  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said, he  could  not  concur  in  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  IMr.  Babxxt]  that 
no  neoesMty  for  reform  existed  at  the  present  time.  On 
tbe  contmry,  I  believe  it  is  necessary  that  all  the  public 
expenditures  should  be  subjected  to  a  nMWt  rigid  ex- 
amination. That  abuses  do  exist,  which  ought  to  be 
remedied,  I  do  not  entertain  a  particle  of  doubt  Whilst 
this  is  my  deliberate  conviction,  I  entirely  concur  with  tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  IUwdolpb]  that  this  is  not 
the  proper  period  for  reform.  Our  duty  at  pireaent,  is, 
to  transact  the  necessaiy  public  busines  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  go  home  as  soon  as  we  can.  I  will  say,  bow- 
ever,  to  the  gentleman  fit>m  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ckistox] 
that  whoever  shall  undertake  the  work  of  reform,  can- 
not accomplish  his  purpose  by  such  a  resohitioD  as  that 
now  before  the  House.  He  must  go  to  wwk  systomati- 
cally.  He  must  patiently  and  laboriously  ferret  out  one 
abuse  after  the  other,  himself,  instead  rfimposang  that 
labor  upon  others.  Such  a  task  cannot  be  p^^ormed  by 
referring  a  general — an  unlimited  and  undefined  resohi- 
tion  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  at  this  period, 
when,  I  trust,  half  the  session  has  elapsed. 

I  slrauld  not  have  risen,  upon  the  present  occasion,  to 
say  one  word,  did  I  not  believe  that  the  duty  which  I 
owe  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasnry  imperiotisly 
demands  of  me  to  make  an  explanation  of  the  dutirs 
which  that  ofiicet  performs.  ThegcnOeroan  firom  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Cnm^v]  never  could  have  investigated 
the  subject,  when  he  informed  the  House,  that  office 
had  been  created  for  purposes  which  no  lofigvr  esitf. 
Tliis  office  was  created  in  March,  1817.  Its  duties  w>- 
ginally  consisted  in  auditing  and  settling  all  the  ac- 
counts connected  with  the  Department  of  Stale.  Tliese 
duties  embraced  all  the  accounts  relating  to  our  iiiiei- 
course  with  foreign  nations.  Since  this  office  was  ete*- 
ted,  those  duties  must  have  been  doubled.  The  mit^ 
pendence  of  South  America  lias  ance  given  birtb  » a 
new  swarm  of  Foreign  Ministers,  Diplomatrc  Agtgutt 
and  Consuls  along  the  shores  both  of  the  Scnitheiii  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  ocean,  l^eir  accounts  mustaU  be  aadsA- 
edby  thisoflSoer. 

The  same  observation  is  a||^cable  to  tbe  accomrts  cf 
the  Post  Office  DepartmentiMniis  officer  is  tlie  Audil«> 
of  all  the  accounts  of  all  the  Post  Masters^  ai»d  all  the 
Mail  Contracture,  in  the  United  States,  llie  new  ener- 
gy infused  into  this  Department,  by  the  exceHent  olfioer 
now  at  its  head,  has  greatly  extended  the  duties  of  the 
Fif^h  Auditor.  This,  however,  is  fiir  from  beisig  the 
aggregate  of  his  services.  He  Ins  been  made  a  kind 
of  residuary  legatee,  of  all  the  duties  which  other  on- 
cers of  the  Government  oould  not  conveniently  perfira. 
When  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  thAAevenue  v>» 
abolished,  in  1819,  the  Fif^h  Auditor  ^HTdesigQated 
by  the  Secretary  ul'the  Treasury  to  perform  the  duties 
of  that  office.  Although,  since  that  time,  there  bav^ 
been  no  internal  taxes  to  collect,  yet  Xhoae  geotkinesi 
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who  know  how  diflficult  i^is  to  wintl  up  an  old  concern, 
will  readily  believe  that  th^  duties  imposed  upon  this 
officer  have  been  nearly  as  arduous  as  they  would  have 
been,  had  internal  taxation  continued.  This  branch  of 
his  business  lus  entailed  upon  him  an  extensive  corres- 
pondence  with  all  the  Collectors  in  the  United  States, 
who  hare  not  finally  closed  their  accounts— and  the 
number  of  such,  even  at  this  day,  is  not  small.  But  the 
most  extraordinaiy  of  all  the  duties  which  has  been  im- 
posed upon  this  officer,  is  that  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  devolved  upon  him  in  1821.  Although 
never  bred  to  the  laws,  yet  he  was  appointed  to  discharge 
duties  which  strictly  and  properly  belong  lo  the  office 
of  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Ever  since 
that  tfme,  he  has  directed  and  superintended  all  the  law 
suits,  throughout  the  Union,  in  which  the  Government 
have  been  concerned  ;  and,  at  the  present  moment,  the 
United  States  liave  upwards  three  thousand  law  suits  de- 
pending. 

To  show  the  extent  and  the  arduous  natur©  of  this 
duty,  I  would  remark,  that  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  was  never  suspected  of  a  want  of  proper 
economy — an  officer  upon  the  purity  and  wisdom  of 
whose  official  conduct  the  People  of  this  country  have 
passed,  and  who  is  now  revered  in  His  retirement  by 
every  patriot,  recommended  that  a  person  should  be 
appointed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  attending  to  these  suits, 
with  a  salary  of  $  2,500  per  annum. 

If,  therefore;,  there  be  any  one  officer  in  this  Govern- 
ment, w^hom  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  ouprht  not  to 
have  designated  as  useless,  that  officer  is  the  Fifth  Audi- 
tor of  the  Treasury.  lam  ju4t  now  reminded  by  gentlemen 
around  me,  lh.at  this  officer,  in  addition  to  other  burd'ens 
imposed  upon  him,  has  the  charge  of  all  the  light  houses 
in  the  United  States 

I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Barnst]  before  I  tak?  my  seat.     I  am  prepai-ed  at 
this  time,  and  at  all  times,  to  act  upon  the  subject  of 
reducing  our  own  pay.^   In.  relation  to  this  question,  I 
fornried  a  deliberate  opinion  six  years  ago,  which  my  ex- 
perience   ever  since  has  served  to  strengthen  and  con- 
firm, that  the  per  diem  allowance  of  members  of  Con- 
gress ought  to  be  reduced.     As  i^  compensation  for  our 
loss  of  time,  it  is  at  present  wholly  inadequate.     There 
is  no  gentleman  fit  to  be  in  Congress,  who  pursues  any 
active  business  at  home,  who  does  not  sustain  a  clear  loss 
by  his  attendance  here.  If  we  consider  our  pay,  with  re. 
ference   to^  our  necessary  individual  expenses,  it  is  too 
much.     It  is  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  our  expenses. 
1  believe  that  tlie  best   interests   of  the  country  require 
'     t/)3t  it   should  be  reduced  to  a  sum  no  more  than  suffi- 
'     cient  to  enable  us  to  live  comfortably  \vlulst  we  are  here. 
'     For  my  own  part,  I  do  not,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland [Mr.  Barstxt]  give  away  to  my  constituents   my 
per  diem  allowance,     1  receive  it,  and  use  it  for  my  own 
beneiil.      It  seems  that  gentleman  uses  the  surplus  qi 
'    his  pay,  in.  displaying  his  Hberality  to  his  constituents  \ 

*  by  making'  donations  to  churches  and  charitable  institu- 
'  tions   at   the   public  expense.     In  this  manner  he  n>ay 

use  it  moat  encctually  for  htf^own  advantage  j  but  still 
I  am  inclined  tu  believe,  his  constituents,  as  well  as  mine, 
would  be  quite  as  well  satisfied,  if  the  surphis  were  al- 

*  lowed    to  remain  in  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
N'atioii.      If  the  OovenMnent  of  this  country  should  ever 

'  -want  to  employ  almoners  to  distribute  their  bounty,  the 
'  Ijst  men    whom  the  People  should  desire  to  employ  in 

this  office,  would  be  members  of  Congress.  It  mi^ht 
'  be  dangerous  to  trust  them  with  the  performance  ot  such 

a  daty- 

t     Upon  the    whole  I  scarcely  know  how.  toj^vote  upon 

the  present  question.  If  the  ChVirman,  or  any  gentle- 
man upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to' whom 
this  resolution  is  directed,  will  say  tljere  id  any  prospect 
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that  it  may  be  productive  of  good,  during  the  present 
session,  I  shall  vote  in  the  affirmative.  If  not,  I  shall 
vote  in  the  negative.  When  we  commence  the  work 
of  reform,  E  wish  to  enter  upon  it  seriously.  I  wish  the 
House  to  be  prepared  to  act  with  wisdom  and  with  en- 
ergy, in  cutting  off  the  useless  branches  of  public  ex- 
penditure. Until  that  tinift  shalP  arrive,  I  do  not  wish  to 
encourage  hopes  which  cannot  be  realized. 

Mr.  M*DUFFIE,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means«  said,  that  with  regard  to  the  propiiety  of 
retrenchment,  as  a  member  of  that  Conimittee,  he 
felt  wholly  incompetent  to  express  any  definite  opinion, 
but  he  would  suggest  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  that, 
if  he  desired  to  effect  any  really  beneficial  object  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter,  the  proper  course  would  be  to  in» 
troduce  a  series  of  resolutions  applying  systematically  to 
the. various  retrenchments,  he  wished  to  effect,  and 
havfe  them  referred  to  the  appropriate  Committees. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  already  in- 
cumbered with  business,  ai)d  it  would  be  out  of  the 
question  for  them  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  to  such 
an  inquiry,  which,  inde^^,  he  <iid  not  consider  as  appro- 
priate to  that  Committee.  Sliould  the  resolution  pass  in 
Its  present  fofm, .it  would  send  the  Committee  or  Ways 
andi  Means  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  without  chart  or 
jcompass.  It  was  out  of  the  question  to  expect  that  that 
Committee  are  to  go  severally  to  the  different  Depart- 
ments, and  there  make  minute  investigations  as  to  the  du- 
lies  and  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Government. 

lie  would  'suggest  to  the  honorable  gentleman  to  sub- 
divide his  resolution,  and  would  for  the  present,  move 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table  ;  but  was  willing  to  withdraw  the 
motion,  if  that  gentleman  wished  to  say  any  thing  farther 
in  explanation  or  defence  of  it. 

•  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  requested  Mr.  Mc 
DuFpra  to  withdraw  the  motion  ;  but  he  said  he  could 
not  do  so,  unless  at  the  request  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  CHILTON  (the  mover)  having  made  with  success, 
a  similar  request,  was  proceeding  to  explain  the  object 
of  the  resolution,  when 

The  SPEAtilER  announced  that  (he  hour  allotted  to 
resolutions  had  now  expired. 

Mr.  DAHNEY'  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the 
day,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  tha  present  dis- 
cussion ;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA  BOUNDARY  LINE. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  tlic  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  SUt«8  ;  which  was  read. 
To  ih$  Senate  and  Hoaae  of  Mepr^tentaltvea  of  the  United 
States, 
WAsniKOTOir,  23d  Jait.  1828. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  docu- 
ments frtim  that  Department,^  exhibited -to  Congress  at 
the  commencement  of  their  present  session,  they  were 
advised  of  the  n)€asures  taken  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  act.of  4th  May,  1826,  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  run  and  mark  a  line  dividing  the 
Territory  of  Florida  from  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  of 
their  unsuccessful  result,  t  now  transmit  to  Congress 
copies  of  communications  received  from  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  relating  to  that  subject. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Geo.  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said  that  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  in  the  message  of  the  President  just 
referred  to,  was  one  of  g^eat  importance  to  the  United 
States,  and  of  still  greater  to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  It 
involved  a  question  of  boundary  which  th^y  supposed 
Imd  been  settled  long  since,  and  never  expected  to  see 
revived  again.  Since  it  was  introduced  here,  however, 
it  must  be  disposed  of^  and  under  the  rules  of  the  House 
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it  WM  difficult  to  say  what  committee  had,  appropriate- 
ly,  the  cognizance  of  it.    Ttie  Committee  on  the  Judi 
ciary,  in  tlie  leaminr,  ability,  and  integrity  of  which  he 
Jiad  the  utmost  conndence^  were  charged  with  the  con- 
sideration of  all  questions  involving  judicial   proceed- 
ings.    It  was  obvious,  said  Mr.  W.  that  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  that  nature  involved  in  this  matter.     The  ques- 
tions to  be  investigated  had  arisen  under  three  treaties, 
that  of  1783— of  1795,   between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819  ;  and  al- 
though there  was  now  no  question  immediate^  m  re- 
ference to   our  foreign  relations,  it  nevertheless  referred 
itself  to  the  negotiations  and  relations  of  this  Govern- 
ment, at  the  respective  periods  of  the   ratifications  of 
these  treaties  5  and  the  rigfhts  of  each  party  growing 
out  of  them,  naturally  involved  such  inquiries  as  were 
generally  made  by  ll.'c  Committee   of  Foreign   Affairs. 
That  Committee  have  less  business  before  them,   and 
are  entirely  competent  to  present  an  enlightened    and 
satistactory  view  of  the  subject.     He  should  not,  how- 
ever, move  a  reference  to  either  of  the  SUnding  Com- 
mittes,  for  two  reasons  :  First,  because  it  did  not  legi- 
timately,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,   belong  to  either, 
and,  secondly,  because  they  were  so  much  occupied  by 
subjects  previously  referred  to  them,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  obtain  a  report  as  early  as  it  was. desira- 
ble.   He  preferred  that  it  should  go  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  he  thought  that  the  magnitude  of  the  object 
justified  such  a  disposition  of  it.     The  claim  of  Georgia, 
now  set  up  in  the  communications  of  the  Executive  of 
that  State,  and  transmitted  by  the  President,  embraces 
m  tract  of  country  Soyth  of  Ellicot's  line  including  fif- 
teen  bunihred  tliousand  acres,  claimed  by  the  United 
States  as  a  part  of  the  territory  acquired  by  tlie  treaty 
of  1819  with  Spain  ;  about  eight  hundred  squftre  miles 
of  which  has  been  surveyed  and  sold  by  the  United 
States  and  the  money  deposited  in  the  public  'i'reasu- 
ry.     The  amount  of  property,  the  subject  of  jurisdic- 
tion, the  uncertainty  of  titles,  and  the  suspension  of  the 
sales,  all  unite  to  render  it  desirable  that  the  question 
should  be  speedily  settled.     The  bill  which  passed  at 
the  last  Session  was  refered  to  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lic Lands.     Mr.  W.  expressed  his  satisfaction  that,  in 
moving  for  a  Select  Committee,  be  was  not  animated 
by  any  desire  i%  obtain  any  garbled  or  one-sided  view  of 
it.     It  was  known  he  couJd  not,  and,  if  he  could,  would 
not,  sit  upon  it.     If  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Ux)use  to 
send  It  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  did  not  dodbt 
but  that  the  rights  of  Florida  and  the  United   States 
would  be  ably,  faithfully,  and  imnartially  investigated, 
and  to  whatever  Committee  referred.he  should  be  satisfied. 
Mr.  WILDE  said,  he  should  always  trouble  the  Mouse 
with,  great  reluctance,  and  his  reluctance  was  Increas- 
ed, in  consequence  of  being  obliged  to  differ  from  the 
gentleman  from  Florida,  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of 
the  proposed  reference.     Such  subjects,    he  believed, 
had  usually  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary.    A  question  or  similar  character  took  that  course 
during  the  last  session.     He  was  sure  the   gentleman 
from  Florida  desired  only  what  he  himself  and  the  Peo- 
pit  of  the  State  of  Georgia  also  desired,  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  fully,  patiently,  and  impartially  examined, 
and  justly  decided.     Their  feelings  were  all  in  favor  of 
the  prosperity  of  Florida;  their  interests  led  them  to 
wish  her  early  admission  into  the  Union  at  the  earliest 
period.     In  any  event,  the  titles  acquired  by  individuals 
from  either  Government,  within  the  disputed  territory, 
would,  he  presiimed,  be     respected,  and   jurisdiction 
alone,  though  a  relinquishment  of  it  was  forbidden  by 
State  pride,  of  which  he  had  as  much  as  any  one  else, 
would  not  be  insiatedon,  if  not  shewn  to  be  the  right  of 
Georgia.     She  took  more  pi^ide,  he  trusted,  in  her  jus- 
tice, than  in  her  jurisdiction. 


With  regard  to  the  proposed  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations,  he  wwdd  observe,  that,  in  aU 
questions  of  this  description,  it  is  not  only  important  that 
justice  should  be  done,  but  that  those  who  are  interested 
should  believe  it  has  been  done.  In  that  view  of  the 
subject,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  a  reference  to  that  Com- 
mittee. A  report  from  that  quarter,  upon  another  mat- 
ter, did  not  satisfy  the  People  of  Georgia,  nor  increase 
their  disposition  \o  submit  any  question  connected  with 
their  interest  to  that  Committee. 

He  did  not  propose  now  to  inquire  bow  far  their  in- 
trust was  well  or  ill  founded— it  was  enough  for  his  pur- 
pose that  it  existed.  As  to  a  reference  to  a  Select  Con- 
mittee,  he  considered  objectionable  such  a  motion,  when 
the.  conflict  was  between  a  State  and  the  Union,  it  wis 
suspicious.  It  was  like  a  motion  for  a  special  jury,  in  a 
cause  where  the  Ctown  was  concerned.  Ue  had  ^ht 
most  entire  confidence  that  no  advantage  in  the  selection 
of  a  Committee  was  sougiit  by  the  gentleman  from  FVori- 
da.  He  was  sure  none  would,  in  any  event,  be  obUined, 
as  none  was  desired  on  either  side.  The  subject  caine, 
he  considered,  within  the  proper  duties  of  the  Judici^ 
Committee.  Their  zeal,  ability,  industry,  and  imparti- 
ality, commanded  entire  confidence,  and  neither  rcquir- 
ed  nor  admitted  of  eulogium  from  him.  Why,  thea, 
should  this  inquiry  be  withdrawn  from  them  ? 

Mr.  W.  concluded  hy  expressing  his  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion of  his  coUeagnie  [Mr.  Hatites]  would  prevail. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  he  was  not  unwilling  the  matter 
shou'd  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  but  three  dai< 
since  that  Committee  had  at  their  own  request,  beei 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  a  questKm  involr- 
ing  the  boundary  between  Michigan  ami  llfinois.  Mr. 
W.  had  considered  the  question  as  virtually  settled  last 
year  when  it  had  gone  to'thc  Committee  on  the  Public 
Land^.  He  could  not  be  suspected  of  wislnng  to  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Select  Committee,  because,  « 
a  Delegate  from  a  l^errilory,  he  was  precluded  from  sk- 
iing on  any  Committee. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAUBOUR  (Chanman  of  the  Committee  «s 
the  Judiciary)  made  some  statements!  in  refcFeoce  totk 
business  before  that  Committee  being  already  sufficient^ 
onerous  \  >»he'n 

Mr.  GILMEH  advocated  at  some  length  the  referencs 
of  the  message  to  that  Committee.  There  was  no  B^ 
cessity  for  any  hurry  in  the  case,  and  it  miglit  tun  ^ 
that  the  ultimate  question  would  go  at  all  events  to  tfc: 
Committee.  He  deprecated  any  but  the  visual  cer^ss. 
In  this  affair — denied  that  the  subject  had  an>  refa'-i'' 
to  our  correspondence  with  Foreign  Nations,  and  i»«f»^- 
ed  on  the  propriety  of  avoiding  every  thing  that  vt^^- 
excite  suspicion  of  any  partiality  in  the  coufse  wfei:- 
should  be  takeh  on  this  memorial.  It  was  veiy  »^- 
known,  he  said,  that  much  excitement  had  gTe««  «*'* 
of  the  relations  between  the  United  States  asA  tb; 
State  of  Georgia  for  several  years  past.  I'lkis  TCiy  cs- 
cumstance  made  it  the  more  important  that  any  bs^ 
ness  in  which  the  State  of  Georgia  was  interested  sbea^ 
take  the  usual  course  in  thiyflouse.  He  was  opposed  tua^ 
reference  but  to  a  StandiilpCommittee,  and  to  amy  psrta- 
operation  which  might  be  produced  upon  the  decisos  •! 
the  subject  by  its  reference  to  a  Select  Committee- 
Mr.  HAYNES  remarked  that,  although  tb«  qycsc-r 
embraced  by  this  controversy  did  arise,  as  stated,  o*.**  * 
the  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain*  "p- 
the  United  States  now  occupy,  as  to  Georgia,  the  7«> 
tion,  in  reference 'to  tliis  question,  which  Spain  f^tse" 
did  :  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  sort  of  proprietj  • 
giving  the  subject,  an  nmv  pre8ente<t|a|j|ffectk.Ji  tj  •*-> 
Committee  of  Foreign  lielations.  " 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referrinif  the  meso^'' 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  decided  in  -I 
idfirmative  witliout  a  division. 
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The  House .  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Marigny' D' Auterive. 

Mr.  B URGES  said  that  \\\  ordinarpr  cases  o^  privs^te 
claims,  to  hear  patiently,  and  to  decide  justly,  compre' 
bended  the  whole  duty  of  a  member  of  this  House  ;  for 
the  report  of  the  commKtee,  with  the  explanations  of 
the  gentleman  who  made  it,  and  the  discussions  of  those 
representatives  whose  constituents  may  be  immediately 
i^iterested  in  the  claim,  furnished  all  the  facts  and  prin- 
ciples necessary  for  a  correct  decision.     Under  this  im- 
presMon^  it  was  my  intention,  said  Mr.  U.,  to  have  been 
Mlent  in  this  debate  «  nor  should  I  have  departed  from 
that  intention,  had  not  the  amendment  oflTered  by  the 
gentleman  frum  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Gublbt]  introduced  into 
the  question  a  new  set  of  facts,  and  new  and  extraordi- 
nary principles.     If  the  amount  only  of  the  claim  be  re- 
carded,  it  is,  indeed  sn^all  and  inconaiderable  ;  but  if  we 
look  at  the  principles  on  which  this  claim  is  made,  tliey 
will  furnish  abundant  apology  for  any  gentleman  cboos 
ing  to  impugn  them  by  a  critical  examination  of  their 
nature  and  tendency.     Parte  of  this  discussion  have  fiu*- 
nished  instances  of  constitutional  construction  too  dan- 
gerous to  the  riglita  and  liberties  of  the  People  of  this 
country  to  be  heard  in  this  bal^  iTnd  passed  over  in  si- 
lence by  any  man  ;nur8ed  in  the  fieedom  and  schooled  in 
the  principles  of  the  Revolution.     It  is  said,  too,  that 
our  debates  here  have  created  excitement  in  thie  South- 
ern parts  of  tlic  Union.     They  hav(i  learned  with  aston- 
ishment that  men  on  this  floor,  debating  this  amendment, 
have  questioned  and  denied  tli«  legality  of  their  claim  to 
such  persons  as  are  by  the  laws  of  those  States  held  to 
service  or  Libor.   These  excitements  nnast  liave  been  pro- 
duced by  merely  vain  imaginin^i  and  utter  misapprehen- 
sions i  for  all  who  hear  me  will  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact,  that  no  stich  opinion  has  been  utterad  in  tliis  hall 
The  question  itself,  as  it  is  now  brought  into  this  debate, 
has  assumed  a  serious  aspect,  and  merits  a  serious  dis- 
cussion. It  is  not  now  a  demand  for  services  performed,  or 
for  goods  delivered :  it  is  fcr  deterioration  of  a  slave, 
produced  b>  an  accident,  which  happened  to  Nvn  while 
doing  ordinary  labor  at  the  shovel  or  spade,  for  the  Unit- 
ed  States.     No  freeman  ever  received  a  compensation, 
or  made  a  claim  for  any  such  irjary.     This  is  the  first  of 
a  numerous  class  of  claims  of  a  similar  character  5  and  all 
of  uhich  will  be  pressed  forward  or  withdrawn*  just  as 
this  shall  succeed  in  this  House. 

Sir,  before  any  further  consideration  of  this  qusstion, 
permit  me  to  solicit  your  attention  to  some  examination 
,     of  some  of  tlie  things  which  have  been  pressed  into  tliis 
,     debate,  and  associated  with  it     Eveiy  person  who  hears 
what  1  say  now,  and  every  person  wlio  may  hear  what  I 
;     Jiaie  saul  in  this  debate,  and  who  has  any  interest  in  the 
,     kind  of  property  connected  with  this  claim,  is,  by  the 
Constituuon  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  laws  of  the 
several  States  where  he  resides,  entitled  to  be  fully  quieU 
cd  in  the  possession  ef  tlut  interest.     No  gendeman  who 
Jias  spoken  here,  has  qaestioned  (heir  rights,  or  intimated 
a  wjsli  to  disturb  their  possession,  or  call  into  discussion 
ihcir  title.     No  man  here  has  claimed,  for  the  Congress 
o\  the  Viiited  States,  the  constitutional  right  to  legislate 
concerning  the  nature,  the  acquisition,  the  tenure,  trans 
fer,  or  evidence,  of  any  kind  of  property,  in  any  one  ofi 
the  several  Slates.     I  pray  of  you,  sir,  to  let  me  be  at 
pains,  and  Usk  the  patience  of  this  House,  while  I  en- 
cleuvor  to  show  the  utter  absurdity  of  any  attempt  at  any 
such  kind  of  legislation.  Ail  property  in  any  one  of  these 
United  States,  is  comprdiended  in  either  things  real  or 
things  personal.     Things  rval  are  those  legal  relations 
existing  between  lands  and  the  owners  of  them.     The  fee 
simple  is  the  highest  order  of  fliis  rehtion.    Different, 
complex,  and  conditional  relations  of  this  class,  require 


uo  description.     Other  relations  are  freehold,  and  less 
than  freehold,  for  a  greater  or  less  number  of  years.    To 
these  may  be  added  Cbtates  in  possession  or  in  expectan- 
cy, and  as  well  those  owned  by  a  single  as  a  gfreater  nam« 
her  of  tenants.     The  tenure  by  whicli  several  relations 
to  lands  are  holden,  the  title  by  which  they  may  be  claim- 
ed, and  the  manner  in  which  title  shall  be  proved,  are 
each  large  departments  of  jurisprudence,  and  have  exer- 
cised tile  best  skill  and  most  profound  wisdom  of  legisla- 
tion in  other  countries,  an<l  in  each  of  these  United  States. 
Property  in  things  personal,  is  that  estate  which,  in  this 
country,  we  may  have  in  any  thing  other  than  land.^    It 
is  either  in  possesHion  or  in  action.     You  either  have  it  in 
your  owi>  hands,  or  in  the  hands  of  (hose  to  whom  yoa 
have  entrusted  it.     Your^goods,  wares,  and  merchandise; 
your  flocks,  herds,  and  the  fruits  of  your  lands ;  the  in- 
struments of  your  agricultural,  mechanic,  manufacturing, 
or  commercial  industry — in  short,  the  avails  of  your  land, 
the  results  of  your  capital,  the  proceeds  of  your  Ubor, 
are  one  great  portion  of  individiuil  wealth,  called  pro- 
perty in  things  personal.  Another  gre^t  portion  of  it  con- 
sists in  the  infinite  variety  of  claims  which  men  hare  on 
other  men,  for  money,  goods,  or  hibor,  either  by  force  of 
contracts,  or  by  enactments  or  adjudications  of  law. 
Amoiig  these  are  notes,  bills,  bonds,  records,  together 
with  the  infinite  variety  of^  legal  implications,  by  which 
labor,  goods,  or  mojiey,  are  due  from  one  man  to  ano- 
ther.   To  these  should  be  added  the  labor  and  service 
dae  by  any  one  person  to  any  other  person,  either  by 
contract  or  fur  a  limited  time,  or  by  kw,  and  for  time  un- 
limited. 

Now,  sir,  which  class  of  all  these  various  descriptions 
(if  property,  in  either  things  real  or  things  personal,  falls 
within  the  legislative  jurisdiction  of  this"  Congress  ?  Con- 
cerning which  one  class  of  them  all,  or  what  article  in 
any  one  of  thtfm,  cain  we  enact  any  law,  in  any  degree  or 
respect  altering  its  nature,  or  tenure,  or  title  ;  the  man- 
ner of  acquiring  or  transferring,  or  the  evidence  whereby 
it- shall  be  secured  in  possession  of  one  person,  or  reclaim- 
ed and  recovered,  when  in  the  possession  of  another } 
Where  are  our  statutes  concerning  tenures,  and  title 
deeJs,  dtrscents,  and  devises,  and  distributions  >  Where 
thobe  of  contracts,  either  parol  or  in  writing,  whether  sim- 
ple or  sealed  ?  Where,  in  fine,  are  those  codes  of  laws, 
under  which  persons  sre  bound  to  labor  or  service,  in 
any  one  of  the  several  States  of  this  Union  ?  All  these 
laws  are  found,  and  sufliciently  numerous,  for  all  the  ext- 
genciea  of  property  or  persons,  in  each  of  all  these  States, 
eitiier  in  the  pure  civil,  common,  or  canon  law— or  as  the 
same  may,  for  greater  convenience,  have  been,  finm  time 
to  time,  altered  by  any  of  the  respective  legislatures  of 
these  States.  In  the  statute,  and  other  books  of  legal 
learnitig  of  these  States,  and  not  in  the  statute  books  of 
the  United  States,  are  such  laws  to  be  found.  Truly, 
sir,  wliy  should  they  be  found  in  the  statute  books  of  the 
United  States,  when  it  is  clear  as  the  light  that  all  these 
matters  and  tilings  are  of  the  several  States^  and  not  of 
the  United  States'  legislative  jurisdiction  > 

What  gentleman,  sir,  on  this  floor,  has  claimed  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  the  right  to  enact  any  such 
laws  ?  Not  one.  All  must  disclaim  all  such  right.  For 
good  reason,  too,  because  (he  Constitution  has  given  us 
no  such  riglit.  Except  concerning  Hie  exclusive  juris* 
diction  of  ceded  territory,  the  legislative  power  of  Con- 
gress seems  confined  to  raising  and  disbursing  revenue, 
for  common  defence,  and  general  welfare  \  together  with 
the  legislation  incidental  and  auxiliary  to  those  gpreat  ob- 
jects. WIk),  tlien,  sir,  will  contend-^who  has  contended 
— ^that  Congress  can  make  any  law  altering,  or  impugn- 


ng,  or  invutdating,  those  laws  of  any  of  the  States  creat- 


ing tliat  legal  relation  called  property,  between  any  of 
the  good  people  of  those  States  and  a.-iv  person,  matter, 
or  thing  \  Why,  then,  this  excitement  f  All  men  may  tit 
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(Quietly,  ia  all  and  e»ch  of  the  States,  under  tlic  protec-    ant  remuneration  of  another.    From  this  class  of  men — 
- —  _i.  ^1.^?-  1 r *_f_  1    _«. .__ . ij^j^  these  genuine  philanthropists — numerous  and  influ- 
ential as  they  may  be.  Southern  men  have  nothing  to 
fear. 

A  third  class  in   the  great  community  of  the  free 
States,  equally  regard  law,  justice  and  the  rights  of 
others  ;  but  they  look  on  the  connexion  of  master  and 
slave  with  the  eye  of  the  mere  politician.     Their  inter- 
ests and  habits  of  thinking,  call  them  to  a  considetvtion 
of  States  and  Nations  as  communities  of  People  capable 
of  wealth  or  poverty,  imbecility  or  power.  They  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  statistics    of  different 
States,  and  campare  one  with  another,  to  the  intent  tliat 
they  may  fiiul  which  are  most  probable  to  excel  in  that 
mystery— in  some  degree  the  mystery  of  all  nacn — the 
g^eat  trade  and  mystery  of  bettering  their  condition. 
Many  important  questions  are  involved  in  their  theon* ; 
not  only  what  kind  of  land  and  what  kind  of  nnachinen'» 
but  what  kind  of  labor,  may  be  rendered  most  produc- 
tive.     Is  it  that  of  freemen,  or  is  it  that  of  daves  >    The 
keen  investigation  of  this  class  of  men  in  our  country, 
and  of  the  like  class  of  men  in  other  countries,  has  fin- 
ished and  solved  this  great  question.     What  was  a  pro- 
blem in  the  civilized  world  one  century  ago,  has  now 
become  an  axiom  in  political  science.    It  ia  now  believ- 
ed by  this  whole  class  of  politicians  in   the  North,  thit 
slave  labor  is  much  less  productive  than  the  labor  of 
freemen.  It  ia  believed  that  such  as  labor  for  themselves, 
and  who,  by  superior  industry^  skill,  and  faitliftilness,  may 
better  their  own  condition,  will  more  probably  have  and 
exercise  these  qualities  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and 
their  employers,  than  slaves,  who  cannot,  by  any  cxer- 
_  I  tions,  in  any  considerable  degree,  improve  their  own  oon- 

equal  the  wretchedness  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  alaves   dition,  or,  in  any  event,  relieve  themselves  from  bondage. 


tion  of  their  laws  i  for  one  kind  of  property  is  as  pei^ 
fectly  secure  to  its  owner  as  another.    Ir,  however,  any 
Jealousy  of  Northern  people  still  exists  in  the  minds  of 
Southern  people,  be  in  patience  with  me — I  will  make 
one  effort  more  to  remove  all  cause  for  such  feeling.     It 
is  true,  laws  cannot  always  protect,  because  they  cannot 
always  control.     Morals,  manners,  habits,  interest,  make 
men  what  they  are  {  and,  when  these  are  known,  nnen 
are  known,  and,  in  any  given  state  of  events,  their  ac- 
tions may  become,  with  certainty  and  safety,  a  subject  of 
calculations.    Laws,  indeed,  may  slumber ;  morals  are 
▼igilant  as  consciousness  ;  interest  watchful  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  ^self-preservation.    For  the  purposes  of  what  I 
would  now  say,  the  whole  Northern  communities  may  be 
regarded  in  one  or  another  of  three  descriptions  of  per- 
sons.   To  neither  of  these  classes  can  any  motive,  incon- 
sistent with  fair  integrity,  be  objected.     The  first  class  is 
least  numerous.  .They,  of  all  men,  think  and  act  the  least 
consequentially.     If  the  thing  they  would  have  done  be, 
by  itself,  honest  and  desirable,  their  mental  vision  never 
comprehends  those  eternal  ac^uncts  of  all  human  events, 
the  things  which  must  go  before,  and  the  things  which 
must  follow  after  them.     They  have,  indeed,  zeal— un- 
bounded zeal— but  they  are  entirely  without  that  know- 
ledge and  wisdom  indispenivable  to  the  accomplishment 
of  any  great  enterprise.     Slavery  they  regard  as  an  evil» 
and  freedom  as  a  good — indeed,  as  all  wise,  good,  and 
prudent  men,  in  our  country  regard  them.    Immediate 
and  universal  emancipation  is  their  only  remedy  for  every 
case  and  condition  of  slavery.     They  say  nothing,  and 
think  nothine,  of  the  legal  rights  of  masters  thus  at  once 
extinguished,  nor  ssk  what  condition  of  servitude  could 


at  once  thrown  out  of  the  employment  and  the  support, 
the  protection  and  control  of  their  masters.  We  need 
not  be  detaineil  by  a  consideration  of  what  this  class  of 
men  would  do;  because  they  can  do  nothing.  Their 
number  is  smkll,  their  wisdom  small,  and  their  influence 
still  more  inconsiderable.  A  few  of  these  men  may  be 
found  in  the  North  i  but  I  believe  they  are  more  numer- 
ous in  the  Southern  pans  of  the  Union. 

The  second  class  should  be  denominated  philanthro- 
pists. They  would  give  fi-eedom  to  all  men  ;  but  they 
would  violate  the  rights  of  none.  They  are  the  How- 
ards of  our  country.  As  he  did  not  make  the  pilgrim- 
age of  Europe  to  break  gaols  and  liberate  prisonere,  but 
to  make  prisons  the  abodes  of  humanity,  so  would  they 
not  vioUte  the  rights  of  masters,  but  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  slaves.  Whatever  they  do,  they  will  do  it 
with  justice  to  all  men  :  now  would  they  ptirchase  what 
they  so  much  desire,  the  freedom  of  all,  at  the  expense 
of  those  higher  and  more  desirable  objects,  the  princi- 
ples of  morals  and  religion  ?  The  Colonization  Societies 
of  our  country  are  ot  Uii«  class.  I  know  men,  who, 
though  they  may  not  be  united  with  these  societies,  yet 
are  they  laboring  in  the  same  great  cause.  They  are 
called  Friends  ;  and  well  do  they  merit  the  denomuia- 
tion.  Their  ciiarities,  like  their  devotions,  though  si- 
lent, arc  fervent  and  sincere.  The  slaves  which  they 
liberate  are  purchased  with  their  own  money,  and  sent, 
with  all  needful  aid,  to  colonize  their  native  land.  In- 
deed, this  great  class  of  philanthropists  look  forward  to 
the  gradual  and  entire  relief  of  our  country  from  slave- 
ry,  and  the  gradual  peopling  of  Africa  with  freemen. 
The  great  moral  debt  of  our  nation  will  thus  be  paid. 
The  children  of  Africa  will  carry  back  to  their  native 
landr  arU,  civilization,  freedom,  and  Christianity.  The 
toil  and  bondage  of  millions  who  are  dead  will  be  re- 
warded by  the  wealtii  and  libeHy  of  millions  alive  ;  and 
the  Angels  of  Justice  and  Mercy*  looking  down  on  our 
world,  may  rejoice  to  behold  the  lung  lamented  delin- 
quency of  one  age.  so  fully  expiated  by  the  transcend- 


or  servitude.  Hope  is  the  animating  principle  of  free, 
fear  the  fatiguing  motive  of  slave  labor.  The  reward  of 
hope  quickens,  the  feaf  of  punishment  paralyzes,  exer- 
tion. The  free  laborer  consumes  with  economy  ?  and, 
with  that  care,  and  parsimony  which  are  the  greatest 
cause  of  national  accumulation,  lays  by  a  part  of  tbat 
portion  of  production  belonging  to  himself,  wherevUii 
to  build  the  foundation  of  a  little  capital  of  his  ovn. 
Inconsiderable  as  these  savings  may  indivklualiy  be,  in 
any  one  year,  yet,  when  united,  they  make  a  great  part 
of  the  sum  total  of  the  savings  of  any  nation ;  and  a.t 
not  unfrequently  the  origin  of  immense  private  furtuDes. 
In  slaVe  labored  States,  such  parrimony  and  such  son.* 
mulation  cannot  be  expected,  nor  is  it  ever  found.  ^I^'bj 
should  the  slave  spare  in  consumption,  when  he  can  »r 
ther  accumulate  fur  himself  or  for  his  children  '  All  tbae 
things  are  known  to  this  race  of  politicians — ^ihese  sea 
of  worldly  wisdom.  They  are  pleased  with  their  a«a 
condition,  i>ecause  they  know  tiiat  condition  is  ^^ 
conducive  to  prosperity  than^  that  of  slave  kel^S 
States.  These  Northern  men  willj  never  disturb  theUft- 
ure  by  which  Southern  men  hold  tliis  evil.  No,  i^ 
so  long  as  this  class  of  men  understand  their  own  intas' 
est,  are  mindful  of  it,  and  desirous  to  outstrip  tx 
holders  of  slaves  in  bettering  their  own  condiiion,  -^ 
long  will  the  master  and  slave  be  held  to  the  pr»ets 
relations,  according  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  Consilu^ 
tion. 

Prom  neither  of  these  classes,  therefore,  hare  So^"*- 
crn  men  atty  thing  to  appi-ehend,  or  to  produce  any  ei* 
citement.    The  enthusiasts  will  not  dicturi>   tbcm.  *-* 
they  have  not  the  power  to  do  it.     The  philanthropttf 
will  not  do  it ;  for  they  will  not,  for  any  supposed  ^i> 
violate  even  the  legal  riglits  of  others.     From  the  p^ 
ticians  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  |  because  th<f 
will  not  only  not  break  through  the  law*  of  their  co^; 
try  for  any  purpose  whatever,  or  better  the  condition  4\ 
any  man  against  his  own  will,  but  because  they  will  nit 
diminish  the  poKttcal  weiglit  and  influence  of  tbemschc^ 
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ami  their  own  States,  for  any  purpose  ot  augmenting 
tlmt  of  other  ipen,  or  other  States.  No ;  be  yc  as- 
sured, throughout  all  the  regions  of  the  South,  the 
philanthropist  will  never  unjustly  relieve  the  slave  from 
his  roaster  4  the  politician  will  never  illegally  relieve 
the  master  from  the  slave.  I  have  thus  fiir  labored  to 
'  quiet  all  this  Southern  excitement,  by  endeavoring  to 
demonstrate,  that  Congress  have  no  constitutional  nght 
to  legislate  on  the  property  relation  of  master  and  slave  ; 
and  that  Northern  men,  by  their  principles  of  morality 
and  religion,  their  habits  of  thinking,  and  the  atuch- 
ments  they  continually  feel  for  their  own  interest,  can 
Imve  no  disposition,  either  unjustly  or  illegally,  to  in- 
terrupt, or  call  in  question,  .thi«  reUtion.  Suffer  me  Xo 
say,  Sir,  that  every  gentleman  of  thei  South  on  this 
•floor,  lias  from  roe  a  high  pledge  of  my  candor  and  sin- 
cerity in  this  debate.  I  nave  a  brother,  dearer  to  me 
than  almost  any  other  man,  who  lives  in  one  of  the  roost 
Southern  States,  and  is  there  a  planter  to  no  inconsidcra- 
blc  extent.  Believe  me,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given  you  ; 
if  not,  believe  me  fbr  roy  fraternal  feelings.  Be  assured,  I 
would  neither  overthrow  his  rights,  nor  interrupt  hift  re- 
pose. 

One  thing,  of.  a  different  nature,  has  been  said  In  the 
course  of  this  debate,  which  to  me,  seems  peculiarly  of 
a  kind  to  produce,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  some  de< 
gree  of  excitement.  It  has  been  alleged  by  the  gen 
lleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Evxbbtt]  that  the  op. 
posers  of  this  amendment*  if  they  sustain  their  opposi- 
tion at  all,  must  sustain.it  by  what,  as  he  says»  virtually 
amounts  to  an  interpolation  of  the  Constitution.  He 
contends  that  they  must  read  the  last  clau^  of  the  5th 
article  of  the  amendment ;  "  Nor  shall  prt  vate  property 
(unless  it  be  property  in  slaves,)  be  taken  for  public 
use,  without  juSt  compensation*"  Has  any  gentleman 
on  this  floor  expressed  any  such  opinion  ?  Has  any  gen- 
tleman contended  that  property  In  slaves  should  be  ta- 
ken for  public  use,  without  jiisi  compensation  }  I  have 
not  heard  it ;  nor  do  I  believe  any  gentleman  who  will 
vote  against  this  amendment,  will  vote  against  it  for  any 
such  reason.     Could  I,  Sir,  so  debase  the  Constitution 


provided  for  the  purchase  of  them  by  the  United  States* 
before  they  were  sent  into  the  Army — and  for  tlieir  eman- 
cipation, and  a  bounty  of  flfty  dollars  to  each  who  should 
faithfully  perform  the  duty  of  a  soldier.  Rhode  Island  was 
governvd  by  the  same  principle,  and  acted  up  to  the  ve- 
ry letter  of  it.  At  the  commencement  oftheRevolu- 
tionary  war,  she  Ivad  a  number  of  this  description  of 
People.  A  regiment  of  them  was  enlisted  into  the 
continerttid  service ;  and  no  braver  men  met  the  ene« 
my  in  battle  ;  but  not  one  was  permitted  to  be  a 
soldier,  until  he  had  first  been  made  a  free  man.  From 
that  day  to  this,  the  same  principle  has  prevail'id  ;  and 
slaves  hot  only  liave  not  been  impressed,  but  they  have 
never  been  suffered  to  be  enlisted  by  their  masters  into 
tlie  Army. 

I'hose,  Sir,  who  oppose  this  amendment,  do  indeed 
contend  for  an  alteration  In  the  5th  article  of  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  \  but,  it  is  an  alteration,  ac^ 
cording  to  this  greiit  principle.  They  would  have  it 
read  thus  :  *<Nor^a11  private  property  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic use,  without  just  compensation"-r*nor  shall  any  proper- 
ty in  slaves  ever  be  so  taken.  State  our  object  as  it  is,  and 
our  reading  of  the  Constitution  as  we  readmit,  and  both 
will  be  found  fair,  honorable  and  patriotic.  Stat6  them 
as  fhey  are  not,  but  as  it  is  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  they  may  be  stated,  and  I  know  not 
what  condition  of  humanity  would  not  feel  degraded  by 
any  attempt  to  sustain  them. 

[Mr.  EVKRteTT  rose  to  explain.  The  gentleman 
entirely  misconceived  his  remark.  I  stated  not  that  those 
who  opposed  the  amendment  wished  to  introduce  a 
qualification  into  the  clause' of  the  Constitution^  in  ques- 
tion^ but  that  such  was  the  operation  of  a  rejection  of 
the  amendment.  Mr.  £.  expressly  said,  that  he  knew 
and  felt  that  no  one  could  Wish  to  introduce  tlie  qualifi- 
cation.] 

It  has  been  contended  in  tliis  debate,  that  the  right  to 
impress  is,  in  the  commanding  General  of  an  Army,  a 
perfect  riglit.     He  has  tl*e  full  power  of  the  sovereign- 
ty ;  he  catfrtuke  all ;  take  all  for  the  common  defence  ;  all 
I  persons,  all  property ;  the  master  and  slave,  the  father 


of  my  country,  I  should  feel  my  prittciples  degraded  be- |  and  son;  and  he  has  the  same  power  over  what  comes 
low  the  level  of  that  very  ordinary  kind  of  morality,    under   his  command  by   impressment,  as  he   has  over 
found  indispensable  in  keeping  together  conununities, 
least  of  all  scrupidous  in  rule,  or  the  character  of  their 
actions.  Could  that  hne  (unless  it  be  propcrtyjn  slaves,) 


actions.  Could  that  hne  (.unless  it  De  property. 
be   placed  in  our  great  national   cliarter,  and    pUiced 
*       there  with  all  the  solemnities  of  a  constitutioiuil  itmend- 
^'       mcnt,  and  placed  there,  too,  by  a  single,  and  a  sileiU 
i        ti^ish,   I  do  believe.  Sir,  tliat  man  is  not  in  this  House, 
'        who  would  make  the  wish.     Should  the  People  believe 
r       we  hold  such  doctrines  here,  I  should  cease  to  be  sur- 
prised at  the  excitement  of  the  South  ;  should  be  ut- 
:       terly  astonished  at  the  quietude  of  the  North.    Those 
who  sent  me  here,  have  a  due  regard  for  their  proper- 
ty :   and  juBt^  itideed,  it  i*,  and  very  natural  that  they 
should  ;  for  that  property  is  the  reward  of  their  toil,  en- 
terprise,  and  perseverance.     Nevertheless,   no  portion 
of  it  which  I  might  by  advocating  such  a  measure,  save  to 
them,    could  ever  redeem  me  from  their  just  contempt, 
could  I  so  aid  in  corrupting  the  pure  text  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

No,  Sir,  the  opposers  of  this  amendment  direct  their 
opposition  by  the  great  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
\  and  of  all  free  Republics.  '  As  tlieir  fathers  did  not  pur- 
chase, so  they  will  not  defend,  their  independence  by 
the  blood  of  slaves.  Nor  is  this  doctrine  at  all  impugn- 
ed by  the  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  pass- 
ed .March  29,  1779,  as  quoted  from  their  Secrtt  Journal 
by  tlie    honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 


e  bv  contract.  He  is  endowed  with  the 
eminent  domain  ;  the  transcendental  power  of  the  sove- 
reignty. This  question  does  iK)t  call  for  any  support 
from  such  principles.  Why  they  are  advanced  at  this 
time,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  may, 
for  all  purposes  of  this  discussion,  be  very  safely  left  to 
Uie  determination  of  those  gentlemen  who  have,  as  sound 
doctrines,  introduced  them,  I  believe,  for  the  first  lime, 
into  a  debate  in  any  Congress  ofthese  United  States.  Yes, 
Sir,  for  the  first  lime  this  House,  the  hallowed  tem* 
pie  of  liberty,  the  sanctuary  of  freedom,  has  been  pro- 
faned by  the  publication  of  doctrines,  odious  to  the  ear 
of  slavery  itself;  and  never  uttered  aloud,  and  in  the 
pure  light  of  day,  even  by  the  most  absolute  despotism. 
%guinst  these,  I  beg  leave  to  bear  my  humble-testimonj', 
and  freely  to  express  the  most  unqu:ihfied  execration  of 
them.  A  very  short  examination  of  ihfe  nature  of  our 
Government  will  demonstrate  the  utter  absiurdity  of  all 
such  principles. 

I  Mr.  McDUFPIE  said,  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  a 
question  of  order:  And  in  order  that  we  may  decide 
the  question  correctly,  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  to  vtate,  who  is  that  member  of  tliis  House  who 
contended  that  a  military  officer  has  a  right  to  impress 
a  citizen  ?  And  if  it  shall  turn  out,  as  I  believe  it  writ, 
that  no  gentleman  has  maintained  stich  a  doctrine,  I  con- 
tend that  it  is  not  iii  order  for  ihe  gentleman  from  Rhode 


BnxAsr.]  For,  although  that  resolution  authorized  South  I  Island  to  go  into  a  formal  argument  against  a  right  to  im- 
Carolina  and  Georgia  to  raise  an  Army  of  3,000  black  press  freemen,  upon  a  proposition  to  indemnify  an  indl- 
xnen,  yet,  the  very  next  reaolatioDf  and  on  tb«  iame  day»  |  vidiul  for  the  impressment  of  a  negro  slave. 
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or  the  necetsity  of  military  imprcMinent  Sir,  the  press- 
gang  of  England,  to  man  their  Navy,  i8.an  engine  of  pow- 
er, sanctioned  by  no  law,  or  ever  justified  by  any  En- 
glish lawyer  ;  and  he  who  resists  the  exercise  of  it  upon 
himself,  even  4into  blood,,  will  find  a  perfect  justification 
in  the  laws  of  his  country. 

Congress,   Sir,  have  power   by  ihc  Constitution  to 
raise  armies.     This  may  be  done  by  either  enlistment, 
or  by  hiring  auxHiariea.  or  by  calling  out  the  militia,  to 
aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  to  suppress  insurrec 
tion,  or  to  repel  the  invasion  of  any  State  or  Tciritorj'. 
Can  this  Congress  rase  armies  in  any  other  manner  ? 
Can  they  enact  a  law,  whereby  any  person  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  may  be  impressed,  and  thereby  fill  up  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  ?    Tbis  Uw,  to  have  any  elTcct,  nwit 
find  some  portion  of  the  People  whereon  to  be  put  in 
legal  execution.     Can  it  be  executed  on  tlie  nuhtia  ]   By 
the  Constitution,    Congress  can    organiae  the  mifitia. 
They  may,  as  they  have  done,  form  all  able  bodied,  free 
white    citizens    into  companies,  battalions,   regimeat^ 
brigades,  and  divisions.     These  are  equipped,  accouteiw 
cd,  and  officered  ;  for  all  thia  is  exprened  or  impUed  la 
the  Constitutional  power  of  organization.     The  mihtk 
may  be  called  out  for  any  constitutional  purpose,   and 
during  any  length  of  time  provided  by  law  :  but  they  caa 
he  called  out  as  militia  only ;  for  they  must,  saya  the 
Constitution,  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers  ap- 
pointed by  their  own  States.     How,  then,  sa*,  can  Con- 
gress make  a  law,  whereby  the  militia  may  be  impressed ; 
picked  out,  man  by  man,  from  the  ranks  of  ihcir  oaro 
regiments,  Uken  from  the  command  of  their  own  offi- 
cers, and  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Arroyo  and  under 
the  command  ftfthe  officers  of  the  United  Slates '^^ 
sir,  the  militia  cannot,  not  a  man  of  tlieni,  be  impr«acd  ; 
nor  couU  any  One,  after  enrolment,  enliA  wto  tt\e  ar- 
my of  the  United  States,  had  not  the  Uw  kirorganiamg 
the  militia,  expressly  reserved  to  them  the  nght  so  to 
enlist.     Your  law,  for  raising  an  army  by  impresam^t, 
must,  sir,  if  it  operate  at  all,  operate  on  People  <*hcf 
than  the  militia  of  your    country.     You  caniiot,  froa 
that  constitutional  bulwark  of  our  nation,  pick  down  » 
much  as  one  stcme,  brick,  or  bit  of  fractured  cement,  by 
any  min'ron  of  military  despotism,  acting  under  any  U* 
ever  enacted,  or  to  be  enacted  by  this  Congress.     Year 
law  of  impressment  must,  then,  be  executed  on  tbase 
exempted  from  service,  under  the  orgauizMion  o*  il« 
militia.     These  are  all  such  as,  by  condition,   or  by  age, 
being  too  young,  or  too  old,   or  by  employment.  « 
office,  are  exempted  from  militarj'  service,  in  war  or  a 
peace.     The  whole  mass  of  slaves  in  our  country  are,  K 
their  condition,  exempted  and  excluded  from  military  ser- 
vice. Both  sidesof  tire  House  willagree  to  this  propositi^. 
Policy  does  not  permit  their  masters  to  place  thes  tn 
the  ranks  of  the  army  ;  nor  does  justice  authoriie  i!*e 
United  States  to  impress  and  scnti  them  there.     No  «»■ 
can  justly  be  received,  or  compelled  to  fig^ht  lor  libei^. 
without  first  being  made  legnllv  capable  of  enjoym^  A. 
You  will,  therefore,   make  no  law   to  raise   Arixues,  i?? 
authorizing  the  impressment  of  slaves.     Will  you  «u^- 
a  law  to  conscribe,  and,  and  Ukc  by  violence,  from  lbs 
nurture,  education,  and   instruction,  of  parental    care, 
guardianship,  and  aflfection,  the  whole  childhood  «3f  j-*«f 
country  j  and  fill  the  rough  ranks  of  war  with   the  ic> 
der  and  uuseasoned  limbs  of  infancy  ?     If  there    were 
not  a  physical  impossibility  interposed  between  any   «j=^ 
law  and  the  object  of  it  4  yet  are  the  high  moral  pr  > 
ciplcs  of  filial  and  parental  relation,  so  paramount    in  th* 


Mr.  REED  sUted  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Mabtiitsalx]  had  contended  yesterday,  that  a  mili- 
tary officer  had  a  right  to  impress  a  citizen. 

Then,  said  Mr.  McDUFFIE,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  and  the  gentleman,  from  Rhode  Island  may  settle 
that  question  between  themselves.] 

A  commanding  general  [said  Mr.  Btraoxs]  can  have  no 
more  power  than  Congfress  has  :  for  he  receives  all  his 
power  fi^m  them;  and  they  cannot  communicate  to  others 
what  has  not  been  given  to  them.     We  cannot  fairly 
reason  from  the  powers  of  European  Governments,  to 
shew  the  powers  of  our  own.     The  Governments  of  Eu* 
rope  have  all  the  power,  not  wrested  from  them  by  the 
People  i  while  our  Government  has  no   more    power 
than  has  been  given  to  them  by  the  People.  In  this  coun- 
try,  the  great  residuary  power  is  with  the  People  ;  in 
that,  it  is  with  the  Government     All  the  Governments 
of  Europe  had  a  feudal  origin.     The  Roman  power,  that 
hron  despotism  which  had,  for  six  centuries,  set  its  foot 
on  the  neck  of  all  civilized  nations,  was,  after  years  of 
conflict,  broken  in  pieces,  by  numerous  armies  of  martial 
barbarians.     These' were  led  on  to* the  conquest  by 
numerous    warlike    chieftains.     When  the   victory  was 
achieved,  they  divided  their  plunder,  according  to  their 
rude  notions  of  justice.     When  this  was   done,   they 
formed  a  number  of  Militaiy  Governments,  being  the 
only  system  of  polity*  which  such  men  were  capable  of 
conceiving,  or  keeping  in  operation  w1)en  formed.     The 
lands  were  parcelled  out  to  their  subordinate  officers, 
as  their  great  feudatories  ;  and  on  tiie  condition,  among 
others,  of  aiding  the  chieftain  with  military  service  in  his 
wars.    The  duration  of  tlieir  military  service  was  stipu- 
lated in  the  grant.    Nearly  all  the  present  Governments 
of  Europe  originated  in  this  manner ;  and  are  derived 
from  those  Mifitary  Governments.     Even  then,  the  chief- 
tain could  call  his  feudatory  into  the  field,  for  only  a 
certain  and  limited  number  of  days.     He  could  neither 
impress  iiim,  or  any  of  his  immediate  retainers  ;  nor  take 
from  him  one  of  his  servants  or  slaves.     When  the  So* 
Tcreigns  of  Europe  changed  this  military  system,  the 
tenure  of  lands,  by   chivalry,    was   abolished.     Armies 
were  formed  by  mercenaries  or  volunteers.     Men  hold- 
Ing  lands  under  him,  coHid  no  longer  be  called  on,  at  of 
riglit,  by  tlie  Sovereign,  to  do  mihtary  service.     In  Eng« 
land  the  whole  tenure,  by  which  lands  were  holden,  was, 
in  the  reign  of  Charies  the  Second,  chang(*<l  to  that  of 
free  and  common  soccage.     Since  that  tim  ,  no  Kii^  of 
England   can    exact    personal    military    sv  rvices ;  and 
George  the  Fourth,  wearing  the  crowns  of  three  King- 
doms, with  the  titular  sovereignty  of  France  in  addition, 
cannot  imprt-ss  into  his  armies  the  poorest   and  most 
defenceless  man  in  his  dominions.    Let  me  ask,  sir,  has 
the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  more  power  over  the 
citizens  of  the  several  States,  than  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  has  over  liis  own  subjects  ?     Why,  sir,  the  first 
settler's  of  tiiis  country,  who  came  from  England  brought 
wlih  tliem   '*  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Englishmen."    Their   ciiarters   were,    that   of  Rh<#de 
Island  1  know  was,  "to  have  and  to  hold  their  lands  by 
ihe  tenure  of  free  and  common  soccage."    How  docs  it 
then  come  to  pass  tiiat  Englisiimen  cannot  be  impress, 
ed  into  the  army  by  the  military  officers  of  their  King ; 
while  the  People  of  the  United  States,   both  "master 
and  servant,  father  and  son"  may  be  impressed  by  their 
own  military  officers  into  their  own  armies  }    Did  we  in- 
deed lo^e  the  libertv  of  freebom  EngUsh  subjects,  when 

we  achieved  the  independence  of  the  American  States  ?l  _,, , 

Even  in  feudal  da^s,  in  England,  the  ranks  of  war  were    heart  of  cvtrj  man,   woipan,  and  child,  of  thia  nati<>-~* 
filled  more  by  a  gallant  spirit  of  knighthood,  the  glorious    that  such  a  law  could  never  outlive  the  blMir  Ol  its  caaci- 

ment. 


patriotism  of  chivalry,  than  by  the  exercise  of  any  legal 
power  in  the  Sovereign.  Would  to  God,  sir,  that  ancient 
valor  of  soul,  that  high  enthusiasm  of  patriotic  spirit  bad 
redeemed  our  country  from  this  public  avowal  of  the  right 


Will  you  impress  tho-c  cxemj.t  d  by  their  advance  1 
age,  and  send  your  fiithecs  a«  1  grand  fathers  to  6g«»i 
yjur  battles,  becauM  their  more  prudent  aoas  refuse  ta 
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join  the  army  by  enlistment  ?  These  men  have  pur- 
chasetl  their  exemption  by  military  service,  already  per- 
formed. Tou  have  received  the  consideration ;  can  you 
take  back  that  for^which  they  have  fully  paid  3rou  ?  Not, 
sir,  with  justice  t  and  what  vou  cannot  do  with  justice, 
you  cannot  constitutionally  do.  Indeed,  sir,  I  believe 
our  nation  has,  and  ever  will  have,  enough  of  Spartan 
courtesy,  if  not  of  Spartan  valor,  to  revere  the  cnarac- 
ter,  and  hold  inviolate  the  venerable  rii^hts  of  age.  Other 
persons  are  exempted  by  their  employments.  Will  you 
extinguish  the  lights  on  your  co!ut,  that  you  may  pbce 
their  keepers  in  your  armies,  or  profit  by  the  salvage  pf 
shipwreck  on  your  shores  }  Will  you  abolish  commerce, 
that  you  may  impress  sailors  ?  or  give  up  revenue,  for 
the  sake  of  placing  custom-house  omcers  under  military 
command  '  The  transmission  of  public  and  private  ui- 
telligence  employs,  in  the  direction  and  conveyance,  a 
large  number  of  men :  Will  you  impress  all  these  into 
the  ranks  of  war,  and  leave  all  knowledge  of  passing 
events  to  be  transported  from  one  place  or  one  person  to 
another,  by  special  messengers — or  **  to  he  blown  about 
by  the  viewless  couriers  of  the  air  *"  In  each  of  the  se- 
veral States,  and  in  the  United  States,  is  a  numerous, 
learned,  and  highly  respected  body  of  Judges.  I'hese 
are  all  exempted  from  duty  in  the  organized  militia  of 
the  several  SUtes.  Will  you  make  a  law  authorizing 
their  impressment }  Do,  sir,  let  it  be  so  enacted,  that 
the  recruiting  oiBtfers  of  some  military  chief,  high  in  com- 
mand, may,  by  tliat  power  which  can  '« take  all,**  bring 
forward  from  each  State  in  the  Union  each  venerable 
bench,  and  place  them  under  review  in  front  of  this  Hall. 
When  this  is  done,  send  at  least  a  corporal  and  file  of 
soldiers  to  tlie  other  end  of  this  building.  Let  •«  the 
pure  ermine  of  justice**  be  contaminated  by  the  touch 
of  military  violence.  Bring  out  the  venerable  Chief  Jus'- 
tice,  and  h'.a  learned  associates.  We  shall  reduce  to  fact 
what  was  once  a  mere  sarcastic  fiction  \  you  will  reallv 
have  "an  army  of  Judges.**  The  streams  of  justice  will 
indeed  be  cut  off  at  the  fountain  \  her  sanctuary  will  be 

Erofaned  in  the  very  persons  of  her  consecrated  priest- 
ood.  But,  what  then  (  The  judicial  will  merely  be 
rendered  subordinate  to  the  legislative,  and  all  to  the  mi- 
litary power  {  and  '*law  will  then  be  silent  amidst  arms." 
Congress  will  but  have  to  add  one  section  more  to  their 
law  of  impressment,  and  comprehend  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  in  the  sweeping  provisions  of  it :  for  it 
is  presumed  no  Congress  will  ever  make  a  law  rendering 
themselves  liable  to  the  exercise  of  this  «« eminent  do- 
main,** this  transcendent  military  poa'er,  which  "  has  a 
perfect  right  to  take  all.**  No,  sir;  a  law  of  impiiess- 
ment  to  •«  raise  armies  **  cannot  be  made :  for  you  cannot 
impress  those  exempted  from  the  militia;  because  they 
are  so  exempted  by  laws  paramount  to  the  Constitution. 
And  you  cannot  impress  the  militia,  because  they  are  ex- 
empted by  the  Constitution. 

This  doctrine  of  impressing  freemen  involves  a  moral 
absurdity.  All  power  is  given  to  Congress  by  the  will 
of  the  People ;  but  all  impressment  is  the  exercise  of 
power  against  the  will  of  the  People.  How,  then,  can 
It  flow  from  their  voluntary  grant  f  All  impressment  b 
the  exercise  of  despotic  power-*a  power  uncontrolled 
by  any  thing  other  than  the  will  of  him  who  exercises 
it  i  but  all  granted  power  must  be  limited  and  exercised 
according  to  the  will  of  him  who  |^nts  it.  Despotic 
power,  like  slavery,  can  never  originate  in  compact.— 
Liberty  is  unalienable.  How  can  a  man  sell  himself  to 
be  a  slave,  since  the  very  consideration  he  may  receive 
for  his  liberty,  will,  the  moment  he  becomes  a  slave,  re- 
vert to  his  master,  and  thereby,  for  want  of  consideration, 
render  the  contract  nugatory  } 

Wisdom  is  ever  schooled  by  experience — ^let  us  exa. 
mine  her  lesson* :  We  have  had  two  wars  ;  the  first  long, 
dangerous^  and  diiBeult  j  the  socond  not  so  long,  attend- 


ed with  less  danger,  but  with  some  diiBculties.  Neither 
the  Continental  Congress,  nor  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  ever  exercised,  or  contended  that  they  could 
exercise,  the  power  to  enact  anjr  law  of  impressment, 
either  to  raise  or  recruit  their  armies.  If,  therefore.  Con- 
gress can  have  no  such  power,  how  can  commanding 
Genenh,  acting  under  the  lawa  of  Congress,  have  any 
such  power  ?  Did  Washington  ever  exercise,  or  claim 
such  power  ?  No,  sir  ;  much  as  he  was  almost  adored 
by  the  People  of  this  country,  any  attempt  at  impresa- 
ment,  would  have  brought  hrm  down  to  the  level  of 
mere  ordinaiy  humanity.  Shall  any  General,  since  bis 
time,  in  this  country,  exercise,  and  be  justified  in  exer- 
cising, this  odious  power  >  Who  in  this  House  would 
have  suflered  the  exercise,  upon  himself  or  bis  sons,  of 
it  f  Shall  we  believe  that  the  poorest  freeman  in  the 
country  has  leiss  of  the  spirit  of  freedom  and  generous 
miiihood  tlian  the  wealthiest  and  proudest  man  in  the  na- 
tion ?  It  was  once  nobly  said,  "  The  poor  man*8  house 
is  his  castle.  Thewinds  of  Heaven  may  blow  through 
it->but  the  Kmg  dares  not  enter.**  In  this  country,  shall 
the  Congress,  or  the  Commanding  General,  dare  to  en- 
ter ?  It  may  be  rude  and  unfinished,  but  his  fire-aide  is 
the  home  of  his  comforts,  the  altar  of  his  devotion^  the 
sanctuary  of  his  wife  and  children  j  and  shall. the  unhal- 
lowed foot  of  violence  profane  his  thrcriiold  f  What 
man  of  you  all,  who  how  hear  me,  would  endure  the  pal- 
try  minion  of  a  military  despot  to  rudely  enter  youf  d^ftJ- 
ling,  and  choose  between  yourself  and  your  son,  which 
he  would  drag  to  the  recruiting  house,  there  to  be  mea- 
sured and  mustered  for  the  ranks  of  the  army  > 

Let  me  ask,  why  should  this  power  to  raise  armies  by. 
impressment  have  been  given  to  Congress?  Will  noc 
the  People  know,  quite  as  well  as  their  public  servants 
here,  when  a  wkr  is  necessaiy  }  When  they  believe  it 
to  be  so,  it  will  be  popular  with  them.  When  they  want 
a  war,  they  will  enlist,  volunteef,  run  to  the  battle  field, 
as  was  done  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  Constitu- 
tion, which  gives  Congress  all  the  power  they  can  of 
right  exercise,  was  formed  by  those  men,  and  formed 
not  long  after  they  had  achieved  our  independence. 
Did  they  not  remember  the  valor  wherewith  tliat  war 
had  been  conducted  }  Did  they  forebode  the  degenera- 
cy of  their  race,  and  therefore  provide  this  constitutional 
cure  for  cowardice  ?  And  lest,  peradventure,  their  sons 
and  descendants  should  not  voluntarily  defend  then*  li- 
berty and  independence,  gave  power  to  Congress  to 
provide  for  having  them  dragged  into  the  ranks  of  their 
own  armies  ^  No,  sir  ;  this  Constitution,  by  providing 
that  '*  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  liberty,  but  by  due 
course  of  law,**  provides  that  no  innocent  man  shall  ever 
be  deprived  of  liberty  ?  nor  even  the  giiilty«  until  accus- 
ed, tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  a  loss  of  it,  by  im- 
Erisonment  Sir,  not  until  martial  law  shall  become  the 
LW  of  the  bmd,  and  the  whole  country  shall  be  formed 
into  one  vast  camp,  need  we  fear  impressment,  eithmr 
without  law,  or  by  force  of  any  legislative  enactment. 

Cannot  property  be  taken  for  public  use,  by  the  Com- 
manding General?  It  can  be  taken  no  otherwise,  by 
him,  than  it  can  be  taken  by  Con^ss.  They  are  told 
by  the  Constitution,  *'  Nor  shall  private  property  be  tak- 
en  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation."  Just 
compensation  has  reference  to  the  value  of  the  conside- 
ration paid,  as  well  as  to  the  time  of  payment.  He  whf) 
takes*  property,  unless  he  contracts  to  pay  at  a  future 
day,  does  not  make  just  compensation,  unless  he  pays 
wh6n  he  receives  the  property.  Notwithstanding  the 
assertion  of  tha  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Si7TBBai.AHD]  a  mere  promise  to  pay  is  no  compensa- 
tion ;  especially  if  made  by  the  Unit#d  SUtes,  against 
which  you  can  have  no  compulsory  process.  The  Unit- 
ed SUtes  are  continually  making  contracts,  and  receiv- 
ing the  lands  of  individuals,  either  for  ligbt-houses,  for- 
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tilicationiiy  or  other  purposed.  They  cannot  seize  and 
(confiscate  these  lands.  An  appropriation  is  made  by 
Congress,  to  make  payment,  upon  receiving  the  con- 
veyance. The  owner  makes  a  deed  of  the  land  to  the 
United  States,  and,  if  he  be  wise,  he  will  not  deliver 
this  deed  to  the  agent  until  he  receives  his  money.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  other,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  ot  any 
ether  method,  in  this  country,  of  obtaining  specific  pri- 
vate property  for  public  use.  The  great  sources  of  ways 
and  means,  by  which  Cong^ss  can  raise  a  revenue,  are 
imposts,  duties,  excises,  taxes,  and  loans.  By  these  they 
provide  for  the  general  defence,  and  not  by  impressment 
and  military  exaction.  What,  sir,  can  a  General  take, 
when  he  cannot  take  the  Iodg;ing  of  a  single  soldier,  in 
any  man's  house,  even  in  time  uf  war,  unless  a  law  be  Arst 
made  regulating  the  manner  in  which  it  may  be  done  } 
"Who,  then,  will  contend  that  a  General  may  plunder  the 
People  he  is  sent  to  protect ;  stripping  the  very  beds 
from  under  their  children,  and  carrying  away  the  whole 
food  of  their  households  ?  Why,  sir,  the  very  compen- 
sation law  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  giving  remuneration 
to  such  persons  as  had  sunered  from  such  impressments, 
by  the  military  officers  in  the  late  war,  demonstrates  that 
Congress  considered  them  all  iUegal.  For  it  provides 
that  all,  who  have  recovered  compensation  of  such  offi- 
cers, shall  receive  none  of  Congress,  and  all  who  have 
not,  and  who  claim  it  here,  shall,  before  receiving  the 
•mount  of  their  claim  allowed,  execute  a  release  to  the 
officer  who  made  the  impressment. 

It  has  been  sud,  necessity  will  justify  taking  any  thing. 
Necessity,  sir,  is  named  the  tyrant's  plea.  What  kind  of 
necessity  justifies  any  act }  It  is  that  which  takes  away 
law.  Where  necessity  may  be  the  rule  of  action,  law 
cannot  be  the  rule.  Law  ends  where  necessity  begins : 
for  necessity  has  no  law.  You  throw  overboard  the  car- 
go, to  save  the  ship  ;  the  owner  of  the  goods  is  not 
wronged,  because,  had  you  not  done  this,  both  ship  and 
cargo  would  have  been  lost.  Two  men,  escaping  from 
a  wreck,  succeed  in  getting  on  the  same  plank ;  it  can 
float  but  one  of  them  ;  in  the  struggle  for  self-preserva- 
tion, one  is  pushed  off  and  drowned  t  the  other  reaches 
the  shore.  No  wrong  hss  been  done :  for,  if  one  had 
not,  both  must  have  perished.  Ten  men  are  all  the  sur- 
vivors in  a  foundered  ship  f  tliey  have  po  provisions ; 
they  agree  to  a  decimation  by  lot.  Tlie  death  of  one 
preserves  the  rest,  till  some  pilgrim  traveller  of  the  ocean 
relieves  them.  His  death  was  a  calamity,  not  a  wrong : 
for  all  must  have  died,  if  the  death  of  ohe  had  not  saved 
the  other  nine.  In  a  burning  city,  a  house,  adjoining 
one  already  in  flames,  is  blown  up,  io  stop  the  progress 
of  the  fire.  The  owner  of  that  house  has  suffered  no 
injury  :  for  his  house  would  have  been  consumed  by  the 
fire,  if  it  had  not  been  destroyed  to  stop  the  progress  of 
it.  In  a  beleaguered  city,  cut  off  from  all  aid  and  suc- 
cour from  the  country,  every  thing  is  brought  foilh  to 
•id  in  the  defence  }  the  very  women  carry  out  ihcir  own 
food  and  that  of  their  children,  to  refresh  the  men  fight- 
ing on  the  walls.  When  a  practicable  breach  is  made 
by  the  enemy,  houses  are  seen  to  have  been  demolished, 
and  another  wall  is  already  erected  within.  No  injury  is 
done  to  the  owners  by  this  mode  of  defence ;  because, 
if  the  enemy  bad  succeeded,  he  would  have  deprived 
them  of  all  they  possessed.  So  it  is  in  re-capturing'  a 
city  ;  and  so  where  the  armies  of  the  country  meet  to 
repulse  the  invading  enemv  :  whatever  is  destroyed  by 
the  marcli  or  conflicti  would  have  been  taken  or  destroy- 
ed by  the  enemy,  if  it  had  not  been  so  destroyed  on  the 
field  of  battle.     These  are  cases  of  necessity. 

Now,  sir,  did  any  such  nejceisity  exist  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleansi  Tht:  condition  of  that  city  has,  in  this 
debate,  been  placed  before  us,  and  colored  by  a  descrip- 


vernment  or  surrounding  country.     The  fact  was  not  so. 
New  Orleans  was  open  to  the  populous  and  wealthy 
States  of  the  West.     Were  they  slow  in  sending  suc- 
cours ?    No,  sir  i  every  wave  of  their  own  mighty  rivers 
rolled  down,  freighted  with  the  strength,  tlie  arms,  and 
the  valor,  of  those  patriotic  regions.     Cotemporancovis 
prejudice  may  fbr  a  time  triumph  over  truth,   but  histo- 
ry, impartial  history,  wiU  do  justice  to  that  People  ;  nor 
leave  to  the  futuxs  orator  in  this  House  a  shadow  of 
claim  to  declare,  **  that  New  Orleans  could  not  have  been 
defended  without  impressing"  master  and  alave,faUie«'  and 
son.     Nor  will  I  believe,  sir,  that  the.  gallant  people  of 
that  devoted  city  waited  to  be  impressed  intd  their  o«n 
defence.     Tlie  blood  of  the  Goth,  the  Frank,  and  the 
.  Saxon,  mingles  in  their  veins  ;  and  when  was  either  race 
known  to  go  back  from  the  face  of  danger  ?     No,  sir ; 
all  property  was  ready,  and  tendered  to  the  public  ser- 
vice i  all  persons  stood  to  their  arms,  and  waited  only 
for  the  command.     There  was  no  treachery,  no  disaffec- 
tion, no  skulking  to  escape  danger.     It  has  been  saiU, 
s'u*,  the  invading  loe  promised  to  his  soldiery  all  the  re- 
wards  of  a  licentious  brutality  •  gold  to  the  avaricious, 
beauty  to  the  profligate.     1  would  to  God,  for  the  honor 
of  the  English  name,  it  were  not  so  ;  but  so  It  has  been 
told,  and  so  it  is  believed.     Was  this  watchword  echoed 
through  the  streets  of  Orleans,  and  was  tliere  a  husband, 
a  father,  a  broiher,  who  did  not  fly  to  the  defence  ' 
Why,  sir,  the  timorous  sheep  will  stamp,  and  menace 
the  howling  and  ferocious  wolf,  in  defence  of  her  Umb  ; 
and  the  tame  and  spiritless  hen  screams  and  flies  at  the 
descending  hawk,  to  protect  her  little  brood.     The  very 
slave  will  die,  with  his  best  blood,  the  threshold,  to  guard 
his  master's  house  from  pollution. .    Who,  then,  csn  sar, 
that  men,  brave  men,  the  valor  and  chivalry  of  New  Or- 
leans, did,  or  could,  on  that  day,  wail  to  be  compcWed 
into  defence~I  do  not  say  of  their  city,  theVr  weaixh, 
their  houses,  their  firesides— but  of  the  cheri^ed  honor, 
the    pure    loveliness,   of   their  sisters,  and  wives,  and 
daughters  ?    The  very  surmise  is  a  foul  and  tainting  ca- 
lumny.    Whoever  Iws  put  it  on  paper,  has,  air,  uHcrrJ 
and  published  a  libel  against  our  nation  and  our  race.    1 
dare  aver  the  very  slave  in  question  was  proud  to  be  xt 
«cKmp'Von  tbefii-st  of  January,  1815;  and  tho«igh  &« 
attempt  be  now  made  to  coin  his  wound  into  money,  >cc 
Warwick  did  then,  and  will,  to  the  day  of  his  dcaJA. 
boast,  that  he  received  it  at  the  defence  of  New  Orieai*. 
What,  then,  is  this  case,  or  what  would  it  have  bees, 
had  not  gentlemen  thought  pr<»per  to  press  into  the  dis- 
cussion principles  perilous  to  the  repose  and  the  iibre 
ties  of  their  country  ?     Marigny  D'Auterive  cUiai*  c^ 
the  United  States  f  1094.     Of  this  sum  $  755  have  \xr 
allowed,  and  the  balance  of  it  was  rejected   by  yes: 
Committee  of  Claims.     Twenty-four  dollars  of  this  bii' 
ance  is  the  amount  of  a  private  Surgeon's  bill  forsnrW- 
ing  and  curing  the  claimant's  slave,  Warwick*  vho  cas 
wounded  while  working  in  the  trenches  before  Ne«  v)^ 
leans,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1815.     The  aecoiid  litmy^ 
this  balance  is  $15,  for  lost  time,  being  one  month,  «l^>£ 
Warwick  was  under  the  care  of  the  Surgeon  :  f  2i/J,  "^ 
last  item  in  the  account,  is  claimed*  because  the  sU>c  >9 
made  so  much  less  valuable  by  his  wounds.     Tbe  S*-  ! 
geon's  bill  was  rejected  by  your  committee,  because  a  • 

Sersons  wounded  in  the  service,  if  carried  to  tlie  inif 
ospitals,  are  •(tended  and  cured,  if  they  can  be  c&^  , 
be  regular  Sugeons,  without  any  private  expense ;  ^  j 
all  who  choose  not  to  go  there,  when  in  their  pcwr 
must  be  attended  and  cured  at  their  own  charge.     Fsi^  j 
this  rule  the  Committee  of  Claims  have  never  dcparjea 
The  oilier  items  are  rejected,  because  such  persons  it^** ; 
never  been  considered  as  property,  in  aiick  caocs,  t.>  i^ 
paid  by  the  United  States.     This  amendment*  now  offer 


lion  of  all  the  calamities  of  &  beleaguered  town,  cut  off  ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,   (Mr.  Ucrutj  » 
from  all  possibility  of  aid,  to  be  derived  from  the  Go- ,  stores  these  disallowed  items  to  the  •ccount.     Tbe  *»■ 
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in  Question  is  indeed  small,  but  the  principles  directly 
involved,  and  those  brought  into  the  debate,  are  truly 
great  and  alarming^.  If  we  vote  against  this  amendment, 
we  leave  the  question  of  property  in  slaves  just  as  it 
ever  has  been,  and  is  now.  If  we  vote  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  we  must  first  vote  that  such  persons  are  pro- 
perty, and  then,  that  they  are,  in  such  cases,  to  be  puid 
for  by  the  United  States.  Important  reasons  seem  to 
urge  us  to  reject  this  amendment. 

1  will  pass  over  the  fact,  that  this  claim  originated  thir- 
teen years  ago,  anil  that  it  was  never  presented  here  un- 
til the  last  Congress.  Though  indeed  a  stale  claim,  it 
may  not,  for  that  reason,  be  unjust.  The  owner  may 
have  thoueht  it  advisable  to  wait  until,  in  the  course  of 
things  claims  of  this  description  could  be  introduced  in- 
to Congress,  under  the  expectation  of  more  favorable 
auspices.    Be  all  that  as  it  may  be. 

This  does  not  come  within  any  description  of  claims 
contained  in  the  statute  of  April  9th,  1816,  called  the 
compensation  law.    That  provides,  1st.    For  all  saddle- 
horses  of  the  militia,  either  killed,  dying  of  their  wounds, 
or  for  want  of  forage.    2d.  For  all  loss  by  the  destruc- 
tion or  capture  of  beasts  of  draught,  as  horses,  mules,  or 
oxen,  or  of  vehicles  of  conveyance,  as  wagons,  carts, 
boats,  sleighs,  and  harness.    3d.  All  loss  of  arms  and 
accoutrements,  by  capture  or  destruction.     4th.  All  loss 
by  property  impressed  or  taken  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  Army,  whether  lost,  destroyed,  or  consum- 
ed.   5th.  All  loss  by  destruction,  by  the  enemy,  of  any 
house,  or  building,  used  by  the  United  States  as  a  place 
of  military  deposite.     This  statute  was  for  two  years  exe- 
cuted b^  Commissioners  ;  and  tliough  it  then  expired, 
yet  has  it  ever  since  been  the  chart  by  which  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims  have  directed  their  course.    This  claim 
comes  within  no  description  of  claim  provided  for  in  that 
statute.     All  claims  under  that  law  must  be  for  destruc- 
tion  of  the  thing  of  which  the  value  is  claimed.     Whe- 
ther arms,  accoutrements,  provisions,  animals,  vehicles, 
or  building,  they  must  have  been  destroyed.     No  da- 
mage is  given  for  any  diminution  of  value.     Horses  or 
mules  may  b6  foundered^  oxen  lamed,  wagons  and  carts 
impaired,  but  the  owners  of  them  must,  in  all  these  cases, 
as  in  all  labor  for  private  men,  keep  their  cattle  and  im- 
plements in  working  condition  at  their  own  proper  ex- 
pense, and  lose  their  time,  during  which  they  are  mak- 
ing these  repairs,  and  not  in  the  service  of  their  employ- 
ers.   I'his  claim  is  for  lost  time,  and  for  diminished  value, 
not  for  time  while  in  the  service,  but  while  under  the 
liand  of  the  Surgeon.     He  went  to  the  camp  the  3 1st  of 
Decennber,  he  was  wounded  the  1st  of  January.     The 
claim  to  be  paid  for  time,  is  not  time  while  in  service, 
but  lost  time.     His  cLiim  for  damage,  is  not  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  slave,  but  because  he  is  lame,  and  can- 
iiot  do  -so  much  work,  or  will  not  sell  for  so  much  money. 
This  statute,  therefore,  had  it  extended  to  the  case  of 
I  slaves,  would  not  have  extended  to  this  case  ;  because  it 
proviiles  for  loss  by  the  destruction  of  property,  and  not 
for  lods  by  its  dimiinshed  value. 

Claims  of  this  description  have  been  made  since  the 
last  war.  We  are  told  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
that  they  have^  been  uniformly  rejected.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whittlisbt]  who  reported  Uiis 
bill,  lias  stated  and  discussed  a  number  of  such  cases. 
We  have,  sir,  on  this  subject,  what  is  most  desirable  on 
all  legal  subjects,  a  body  of  precedents  for  our  direction. 
I>epart  from  these,  and  you  will  soon  perceive  the  con- 
sequences. This  cUim  is  but  the  vidette,  the  pioneer  of 
%n  army  of  the  same  ckus.  Suffer  this  to  make  a  lodge- 
ment in  this  House,  and  there  will  follow  a  host,  the  nu- 
Tierotis  and  unsatisfied  reserve  of  all  your  Southern  war. 
Li'  we  consider  the  nature  of  tlie  public  military  service, 
ve  shall  perceive  the  importance  of  this  rule.  In  the 
^rtny  there  xs,  to  each  regiment  of  five  hundred  men, 
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about  fifly  waiters.  Kach  Commissioned  or  Staff  Offi- 
cer is  entitled  to  one,  and  four  are  allowed  to  a  General 
of  Division.  An  Army  of  10,000  fighting  men  must,  of 
necessity,  and  may,  by  law,  have  at  least  1000  such  ser- 
vants. One  half  of  these  are  slaves,  or  may  be  such  ; 
the  other  are,  or  may  be,  free  men,  either  white  or  color- 
ed. They  are  paid  monthly  wages,  at  the  same  rate  as 
the  infantry  are  paid.  As  the  law  newsstands,  under  our 
present  course  of  adjudication  on  claims,  these  army  ser- 
vants all  fare  alike.  Vote  this  amendment,  and  you 
change  the  whole  system.  For  the  waiter,  who  is  a 
slave,  if  damaged  by  disease,  or  wounds,  the  master  will 
claim  and  receive  compensation.  The  waiter,  who  is  a 
free  man,  may  suffer  the  same  disasters,  but  he  can  have 
no  other  remedy  than  to  leave  the  service,  and  go  upon 
the  parish. 

The  rule  of  decision  pursued  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  in  this  case,  is  of  older  date  than  the  last  war. 
Under  tl>e  Confederation,  and  during  the  RevoIutmnafT 
war,  as  it  has  been  asserted,  and  cannot  be  denied,  such 
claims  were  never  admitted  by  the  Continental  Congress. 
At  the  commencement  of  that  war,  slaves  were  found  in 
every  State  of  the  whole  thirteen.  Many  of  them,  as 
servants,  doubtless  followed  their  masters  into  the  Army. 
No  inconsiderable  number  of  these  became,  by  disease 
or  wounds,  of  little  value  to  their  owners  ;  many  perisli- 
ed  under  the  hardships  of  the  camp.  What  master 
claimed  of  the  United  States,  and  was  allowed,  damaj^e 
by  them  for  either  the  diminished  value,  or  the  entire 
loss  of  his  slaves  in  the  war  ?  This  question  has  been  at 
rest  for  more  than  fifty  years,  for  ahnost  «•  time  wbereof 
the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary."  It 
may  be  fau'ly  considered  as  th^  settled  common  law  of 
the  United  States. 

Another  view  of  this  case  will  shew,  how  inadmitsible 
we  ought  to  consider  such  claims.  Though  the  statute 
of  compensation  regards  all  impressment  asill^l,  and 
every  such  act  as  a  trespass,  yet  it  does  presume  impress- 
ments of  certain  kinds  of  property  would  have  been  made 
during  the  last  war ;  for  it  provides  in  such  cises  a  reme- 
dy for  those  who  had  suffered  by  the  trespass,  and  a  re- 
lief for  those  who  had  comnutted  it.  On  the  contrary, 
this  law  has  provided  no  remedy  and  no  relief  for  the 
impressment  of  slaves.  ^  What  then  >  Did  the  law  disre- 
gard the  rights  of  masters  ?  Not  in  the  least.  It  does  not 
touch  that  question.  It  was  intended  thereby  to  cut  off 
every  doubt,  as  to  the  right,,  either  by  the  master  or  by 
the  Congress,  of  using  slaves,  in  any  event,  to  recruit  the 
Army.  It  g^ve  no  remedy  f«r  such  impressment,  and, 
therefore,  left  not  even  an  implication  that  it  might,  in  ' 
any  event,  be  done.  If,  sir,  slaves  may  be  taken  for  a^y 
purpose,  what  shall  hinder  the  commanding  general  from 
using  them  for  any  purpose  he  may  choose  T  If  he  maty 
impress  on^  hundred,  he  may  one  thousand,  or  any  greater 
number.  If  he  can  put  in  their  hands  tlie  pick-axe  and 
the  spade,  and  send  them  to  **  forerun  a  camp  and  trench 
a  field,"  he  can  put  arms  in  their  hands,  and  draw  them 
up  in  companies,  battalions,  reg^iments,  to  defend  the  field 
they  have  fortified.  Nay,what  hinders  bis  marching  them, 
and  marshalling  them  on  any  other  field  \  To  avoid  the 
possibility  of  such  a  result,  the  law  forbore  to  hold  out 
even  the  shadow  of  excuse  for  the  impressment  of  sbves. 
The  independence  of  our  country  was  purchased  by  the 
blood  of  freemen  ;  and,  as  the  proud  current,  swelled 
from  age  to  age  by  the  streams  poured  out  in  its  defence, 
shall  pass  down  to  our  descendants,  let  us,  like  our  fi^ 
thers,  scorn  to  contaminate  its  purity  by  one  drop  drawn 
from  the  veins  of  the  slave. 

It  is  true,  minors  were,  in  the  list  war,  empowered  to 
enlist  into  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
done,  as  was  justly  observed  by  the  gentleman  firom  New 
York,  [Mr.  TATLea]  from  the  pressure  of  the  times. 
What  remedy,  as  the  same  gentleman  demanded,  has 
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ever  been  provided,  for  those  interested  in  their  labor  } 
It  is  true,  the  law  gave  a  part  of  the  bounty  to  those  in- 
terested in  the  minor.     To  what  did  this  amount  }    Not 
to  so  much  as  ten  dollars.     Why,  sir,  the  last  three  years 
of  the  apprenticeship  of  a  failhful,   skUful,   industrious 
young  man,  with  any  of  our  enterprising  Northern  me- 
chanics, who  have  faithfully  instructed  those  committed 
to  their  charge,   whether  sons  or  apprentices,  is  worth 
1600.    This  was  swept  away  by  enlistment.     Has  the 
compensation  law  provided  any  remedy  ?    None.     And 
none  has  ever  been  claimed.     God  forbid  that  I  should 
place  the  relation  of  father  and  son,  instructor,  and  appren- 
tice, of  our  freebom  Northern  men,  on  a  footing  with 
that  of  master  and  slave.      The  6rst  is  the  bond  of 
reciprocal  aid  and  kindness,  and  the  charities  of  nature, 
and  would  exist  if  there  were  no  human  lavs  on  earth  { 
the  last  is,  I  grant  vou,  strong;  for  it  is  the  iron  chain,  forg- 
ed by  the  powerful  hand  of  municipal  regulation.  It  cannot 
be  reached,  it  is  allowed,  by  Congress  ;  for  it  is  entirely 
,  of  State  jurisdiction.     Are  not  the  laws  of  apprenticeship, 
and  of  sonship,  equally  of  State  jurisdiction  ^    The  gen- 
tleman from  Massjiphusetts  [Mr.  Etxbitt]  has  said  the 
law  of  the  United  States  took  away  the  power  of  the 
father  over  the  son,  and,  by  carrying  him  forward  out  of 
his  minority,  three  years  earlier  than  he  otherwise  would 
have  been,  rendered  him  capable  of  contracting  to  serve 
his  countiy.     I  have,  sir,  no  belief  that  the  United  States 
have  any  authority  to  abrogate  the  parental  power,  even 
if  it  existed  only  in.  the  laws  of  State  jurisdiction.    It  has 
a  higher  sanction  ;  the  unchangeable  relations  of  nature ; 
the  laws  of  God,  paramount  to  all  human  legislation. 
Its  object  is  the  perfect  education  of  the  son.     It  begins 
with  the  cradle,  it  ends  in  his  entire  mandood  ;  the  matu- 
rity of  his  body  and  mind.     During  its  whole  course,  it  is 
m  reciprocation  of  benefits.     At  first  they  are,  indeed, 
nothing  to  the  fiither,  but  the  smile,  the  caress,  and  tlie 
joyous  gratitude  of  infancy  ;  at  last,  relief,  assistance,  and 
substantial  remuneration.     Can  the  son  forget,  and  shall 
laws  be  formed  to  make  him  forget,  that  his  &ther  cared 
for  him,  and  labored  for  him,  while  be  slept  on  his  moth- 
er's bosom  ?  |L«t  every  man  read  his  own  heart ;  he  will 
find  the  laws  of  this  relationship  indelibly  written  there. 
I  beg  leave  to  say,  sir,  if  there  be  any  memory  of  my  own 
past  life,  which  comes- back  to  me  With  feelings  not  to  be 
touched  by  time  or  discolored  by  any  condition  of  exist- 
cncey  it  is  the  grateful  recollection  that  I  wrought  out 
the  full  term  oi  ray  le^al  minority,  under  the  power  of 
my  father,  in  aiding  him  to  cultivate  his  fields.     No,  sir, 
the  law  of  filial  obbgation,  of  paternal  authority,  cannot 
be  abrogated  by  civil  enactments.     Sparta  took  children 
from  their  parents;  but  the  State  became  the  parent. 
The  LAcedemonians  were  not  a  commonwealth  of  citizens. 
They  were  an  army  ;  their  city  uas  a  cait^p  j  and  tliey 
were  mere  warriors.     The  Hebrew  paternal  power,  like 
the  Roman,  was  great,  and  was  confirmed  by  all  llie  sanc- 
tions of  the  decalogue.     Men  were,  however,  found  in 
that  nation  who  could  advocate  its  abrogation.     The  tra- 
ditions of  the  Sanhedrim,  and  the  lectures  of  the  Syna- 
gogfue,   subverted    this  law  of   Moses ;    and  he    who 
would  devote  his  services  on  the  altar,  and  pronounce 
it  *'  a  gift,"  was  released  from  the  law  of  his  parents, 
and  thereby  became  capable    of  serving  the    State. 
This  was  the  tradition  of  the  Corban,  and  such  as  taught 
its  doctrines  were  denounced  by   the  Saviour  of  the 
World,  as  those  who  **  made  void  the  laws  of  God  by  the 
commands  of  men." 

We  have  been  tokl  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  P.  P.  Barboub]  that  the  minor  may  be  compelled 
to  serve,  because  he  is  a  member  of  the  body  i^olitic. 
The  slave  cannot  be  so  compelled,  because  he  b  not  a 
member.  What,  sir,  constitutes  this  membership  of  the 
body  politic  ?  Not  a  want  of  perfect  understanding  : 
iQT  then  would  all  young  children  be  excluded  j— not  a 


privation  of  the  right  of  suffrage  :  else  all  mintm,  all 
women,  and  all  destitute  of  legal  property  qualifications^ 
would  cease  to  be  parts  of  the  nation.  Nor  can  a  condi- 
tion of  labor  work  this  political  privation.  Are  not  all 
natural  persons,  who  are  within  tlie  protection  of  the  lav, 
members  of  the  body  politic  ?  What  is  the  great  legal 
bond,  uniting  all  parts  of  that  body  ?  It  is  allegiance. 
Whoever  owes  allegiance  to  any  nation,  must  be  one  of 
that  nation,  at  least  so  far  as  that  nation  can  claim  his  al- 
legiance.  Allegiance  and  protection  are  reciprocal 
Whoever  owes  allegiance  is  entitled  to  protection  :  and 
w  hoever  is  entitled  to  protection  owes  allegiance.  Is  net 
the  slave  entitled  to  protection  ?  Can  any  man  beat,  or 
maim,  or  kill  him,  and  not  be  punished  for  the  trespass, 
or  the  homicide,  just  as  if  he  had  committed  these  offee* 
ces  on  the  body  of  a  free  man  }  •*  The  gentleman  says 
the  United  States  cannot  punish,  because  the  slave  be- 
longs to  the  State  jurisdiction."  What  if  the  murder  be 
done  in  a  fort,  or  arsenal  f  Will  the  offender  go  unpua- 
ished  ?  For  it  is  manifest  he  cannot  be  tried  in  any  State 
for  any  act  done  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  No  ;  the  United  States  alone,  in  such 
cases,  can  try,  and  punish.-  If  the  slave  commit  a  criise, 
will  he  escape  punishment  as  an  ox  or  a  horse  wocU, 
because  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  body  politic  f  Wb&t 
if  he  levy  war,  or  carry  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy- 
would  the  plea  of  slavery  exempt  him  from  panishment  ^ 
No,  sir,  the  slave,  equally  with  the  minor,  ia  a  member 
of  the  body  politic.  Base  indeed  must  be  that  law  which 
would  give  a  compensation  for  the  value  ^  of  .the  slave, 
so  far  as  diminished  by  the  accidents  of  militarv  serrice, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  abolishing  the  rights  and  the  obb- 
gations  of  minority,  send  your  free-born  stms^  to  hsLve 
their  limbs  shred  away  in  battle,  and  give  their  Others 
no  title  to  relief. 

If  it  be  true  that  all  laws,  creating  the  reUOon  called 
property,  are  laws  of  State  jurisdiction,  how  can  we  b*re 
decide  the  great  qiTeation  of  slavery  >  How  often  have 
we  been  told  that  m  e  cannot  decide  it  ?  That  the  deci- 
sion would  cost  our  constitution.  We  do  every  th;8| 
here  by  enactment.  Before  we  can  adopt  the  aroeai- 
ment  we  must  first  enact  that  persons  may  be  property  ' 
and  then,  thut  the  man  Warwick  was  the  property  oixkt 
claimant.  In  the  States,  such  persons  may  be  properir, 
or  not,  just  as  SUte  laws  enact  :  for  we  have  do  j«risd*» 
tion  over  the  question.  In  this  Legislature,  gentkian 
represent  them  as  persons  ;  and  he,  who  eomcs  her?, 
because  they  are  persons,  cannot,  under  that  Con^?-- 
tion,  which  pronounces  them  such,  vote  that  thcj'  vi 
mere  property.  Our  Constitution  admits  no  represent 
tion  of  property  ;  persons  alone  are  represented.  K«. 
therefore,  who  voles  that  his  constituents  are  propcrt). 
votes  to  vacate  his  own  seat  on  this  floor  5  and  if  iijs 
amendment  prevail,  and  thii»  House  vote  that  s»cA  pcf^ 
sons  are  property,  they  in  effect  vote  that  the  Bepreseti- 
tatives  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  "  such  persons"  e«?b; 
to  vacate  their  seals.  We  can,  therefore,  by  the  Cc'tS> 
tution,  con»dcr  "  such  persons"  as  ••  Warwick**  ia  r 
other  light  than  persons ;.  and  so  not  to  be  in  such  c**^ 
'« piid  tor  by  the  United  SUtes."  Should  it  be  s»»' 
that  three-fifths  only  of  such  persons  are  represented  • 
does  not  follow  that  the  other  two-iiftba  are  proper.- 
T5ke  the  objection  in  the  liberal  manner  of  th«  wat: 
of  it,  and  allow  that  three-fifths  only  of  eadi  of  **  «- 
persons"  are  represented,  and  in  that  casc»  the  man  V*i* 
ing  three-  fifths,  has  evidently  therein  a  fair  maijontj  o<.- 
the  beast.  To  be  serious,  the  ratio  of  representai^oc  » 
different  only,  between  persons,  and  **  such  other  "■ ' 
sons"  a^  are  alluded  to  in.  the  Constitution.  Ttfcre^  '• 
the  first,  and  five  of  the  last,  have  an  equality  in  reprea*-*' 
lation  ;  or  40,000  white  men,  and  66,666  colored  ^-'■ 
are  entitled  each  to  but  one  representative.  Xo  c^' 
pensate  this  seeming  inequality,  the  40,000  ^lay  the  s.^^ 
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amount  of  tax  as  the  66,666.  The  mystery  of  this  difTer- 
ence  is  explained  by  the  history  of  the  country.  When 
the  Contitution  was  formed,  it  was  then  believed,  that  di- 
rect taxes  would  be  the  principal  source  of  revenue  to 
the  United  States,  both  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  If  five  are 
represented  as  three,  so,  also,  are  five  taxed  as  three 
persons.  The  conclusion  still  returns  upon  us^  that,  as 
the  Constitution  considers  them  as  persons  only,  so  can 
ve,  constitutionally,  consider  them  as  persons  only,  and 
not  as  property.  '  . 

This  amendment  involves  a  very  remarkable  principle 
of  injustice.  In  all  cases  of  claim  arising  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  last  war>  the  United  Stales  have  been 
called  upon  to  pay,  and  they  have  paid,  in  cases  of  loss 
by  destruction,  either  by  the  army,  or  the  enemy.  No 
damage  sustained,  either  in  cattle  or  vehicles  of  transpor- 
tation, has  been  claimed  or  allowed.  This  is  a  new  claim  ; 
it  is  for  deterioration  ;  and  made  because  the  slave  is  of 
less  value  now  than  when  he  went  into  the  service.  Mow 
many  wagons,  carts,  boats,  sleighs,  and  harnesses ;  how 
many  horses,  mules,  and  oxen,  were  deteriorated  in  the 
service,and  thereby  reduced  to  less  than  half  their  value. 
This  was  inevitable,  from  the  nature  of  the  service. — 
None  of  these  have  received  any  compensation  ;  and 
neither  ought  this  man,  by  the  same  rule  of  justice,  to 
receive  any. 

Great  reliance  has  been  placed  on  the  manner  of  bring- 
ing  this  nian  in  the  service.     D'Autcrivc's  man  Warwick 
was  taken  into  the  service,  either  by  impressment,  and 
against  the  will  of  his  master,  or  by  contract,  and  with 
the   consent  and  agreement  of  the    master.      Gentle- 
men may  take  which  side  of  the  alternative  they  like 
best.     Was  he  impressed  against  the  will  of  the  master  ? 
Then  was  the  impressment  either  legal  or  illegal.     Those 
gentlemen  who  have  contended  for  the  rights  uf  the  com- 
manding General  to  impress  all,  must  say  that  the  impress- 
ment, if  made,  was  legal.     It  was,  therefore,  no  trespass  ; 
and  so  no  damages  for  a  trespass  can  be  claimed,  or  are 
to  be  paid.    The  claim  is  on  an  implied  contract  for  the 
value  of  the  labor  while  in  service.     If,  however,  he  were 
impressed,  I  do  not  allnw  he  was  legally  taken.     No,  Sir, 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  or  even  to  carry  the 
question,  would  I  for  a  moment  grant  it.    If,  therefore, 
Warwick  had  been   impressed,  ne  was  illegally  taken. 
The  act  of  taking  was  a  trespass  in  the  man  who  impres- 
sed him  into  the  service.^    Why  then,  may  not  D'Au- 
tcrive  recover  the  value  of  the  injury  done  to  his  man,  as 
damages  for  the  trespass  ?     So  he  might,  if  he  should 
choose  to  bring  his  action  against  him.     It  appears,  by  a 
.    receipt  in  the  papers,  dated  December  31,   18i4,   that 
:    Warwick  was  received  of  D'A uteri ve  on  that  day,  by  one 
I    of  the   Syndics  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,   and  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  him  into  service  at  the  camp.    If  this 
were  impressment,  he  might  recover  his  whole  claim  of 
this  Syndic.    Why  then  refuse  it  licre  ?    This  is  a  ques- 
tion  of  some  importance,  but  tjie  answer  is  easily  made. 
The  United  States  were  no  party  to  the  trespass  ;no, 
not  by  the  remotest  implication.     Can  there  be  any  law 
authorizing  a  trespass?     The  United  States  can  act  only 
by  a  law.     If,  therefore,  there  were  a  trespass,  it  could 
not  be  done  by  the  United  States,     Can  even  a  corpora- 
lion  be  guilty  of  a  trespass  ?    If  the  directors  of  a  bank 
vote,  at  one  of  their  meetings  to  burn  a  house,  each  of 
them  may  be  punished  for  the  arson  j  but  the  innocent 
corporation   could   neither  be   indicted  nor   punished. 
The   United  States,  therefore,  if  a  trespass  were  com- 
mitted, were  no  parties  to  it,  ami  are  not  answerable  for 
it,  or  for  any  more  than  the  labor  of  Warwick  while  in 
their  service.     If,  however  the  fact  wotild  make  any  diflT- 
ereiice,  it  is  out  of  the  case  :  for  it  appears  that  Warwick 
was  sent  to  the  service  by  the  consent  of  D'Auterirc,   his 
master.     This  is  presumable  from  all  the  circumstances  of 


the  case,  and  it  is  proved  by  the  papers  translated,  and 
laid  on  the  table  of  every  gentleman  of  the  House.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  sent  an  order  to  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans, 
for  a  number  of  men  to  work  at  the  trenches.  One  of 
the  Syndics  received,  as  he  says,  Warwick,  for  that  pur- 
pose. N«  man  in  this  House  will,  or  can  say  he  was  re- 
ceived or  sent  against  the  will  of  the  claimant.  He  was 
in  the  service  on  contract,  and  for  a  compensation  to  be 
paid  for  his  services.  He  went  to  the  works,  December 
31st.  He  was  wounded  and  went  home  the  next  day, 
January  1st.  For  these  two  days,  D'Auterive  is  entitled 
to  be  paid,  unless  he  has  been  paid  already.  He  cannot, 
in  justice,  claim  any  thing  for  the  diminished  value  of  his 
man.  He  was  in  the  service,  just  as  if  a  commanding 
General,  or  ft  Canal  Commissioner,  had  advertised  for 
five  hundred  carts  to  work  at  the  entrenchment,  or  the 
excavation.  At  the  end  of  the  week,  they  are  called  to 
be  paid  off.  Each  nian  presents  one  bill  for  his  week's 
work,  and  another  for  the  repairs  of  carts,  foundered  legs, 
dislocated  shoulders,  and  put-out  eyes  of  men  and  horses. 
What  man,  in  his  senses,  would  pretend  that  one  single 
man  of  them  would  be,  by  any  rule  of  justice,  entitled 
to  a  single  cent  for  the  diminished  value  of  a  single  cart, 
horse,  or  drive?  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  EviBXTTJhas 
contended,  that  Warwick  was  in  this  service  at  the  risk 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  of  the  claimant.  In  ahswer 
to  this,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  was  sent  to  the  works 
by  the  consent  and  by  the  agreement  of  the  claimant. 
At  whose  risk  are  all  the  lives,  limbs,  and  property,  in  any 
country  ?  Why,  truly,  at  the  risk  of  those  who  are  the 
owners  of  them.  This  will  ever  be  the  case,  until  the  own- 
er makes  a  contract  with  some  other  person  to  take  the 
risk,  and  ensure  for  him  his  life,  or  all,  or  any  other  part 
of  his  property.  This  is  universally  true  of  all  trades  and 
employments.  In  some  few  cases  of  carrying  or  kccpi  !»g, 
the  law,  for  specific  reasons,  has  put  the  property  at  the 
risk  of  the  carrier,  or  keeper.  This  contract  of  insurance, 
must,  from  the  nature  of  it,  be  express,  and  in  terms,  and 
is  never  implied  by  law.  Did  D'Auterive  make  any  such 
contract  with  the  Syndic  of  New  Orleans,  when  he  agreed 
to  send  Warwick  to  work  at  the  camp  }  It  is  not  pretend- 
ed, or  attempted  to  be  proved.  The  man  was,  therefore, 
at  the  risk  of  the  master,  and,  if  lessened  in  value,  if  de- 
teriorated, he  has  no  claim  to  be  put  in  abetter  condition, 
than  the  property  or  the  limbs  of  other  men. 

I  want  words,  sir,  to  express  my  regret  that  such  a 
question,  and  for  such  an  amount,  should  have  been 
brought  into  debate  on  this  floor^that  such  principles, 
and  such  terms,  should  have  been  pressed  into  the  dis- 
cussion. Why  urge  the  question  of  slavery  upon  us,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  declare  that  we  dare  not  decide  it  f 
We  have  no  right — we  claim  no  right— we  wish  for  no 
right — to  decide  the  question  of  slavery.  Men  from  the 
free  Slates  have  already  decided  the  question  for  them- 
selves, within  their  own  State  jurisdiction  ;  and  such  men, 
to  decide  it  here  for  other  States,  must  first  be  renegade 
from  the  Constitution,  or  oblivious  of  its  high  and  control* 
ling  principles.  When  has  this  question  been  raised, 
and  not  by  men  interested  in  its  eternal  slumber  ?  The 
Missouri  Question  was,  as  it  has  truly  been  said  on  this 
floor,  no  triumph.  It  was  no  triumph  of  policy  ?  it  was 
no  triumph  of  humanity.  To  contract,  and  not  extend 
the  theatre  of  it,  is  the  true  policy  of  every  statesman,  as 
Well  in  the  slave-holding  as  in  those  States  uncursed  by 
this  moral  and  political  mischief.  On  this  matter  of  slave- 
ry, singular  and  ominous  political  events  have,  within 
the  last  forty  years,  transpired  in  the  great  community  of 
the  New  World.  •  What  another  half  century  will  exhibit, 
is  known  to  Him  only  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  destiny 
of  nations.  Tliis  kind  of  population  is  rapidly  increaiiing  i 
and,  should  any  large  and  united  number  of  them  mnke 
a  desperate  struggle  for  emancipation^  it  will  then  be 
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found,  that  the  policy  which  had  placed  aid  and  relief  at 
any  j^ater  distance,  was  cnielly  and  fatally  unwise.  Hu- 
manity surely  did  not  triumph  in  that  decision.  It  widen- 
ed the  mart  of  sUvery*  Southern  men  have  nobly  aided 
in  drivinc^  foom  the  ocean  a  trafBc  which  had  long  disSion- 
ored  our  country,  and  outraged  the  best  feelings  of  our 
nature.  The  foreign  slave  trade  is  now  piracy.  Would 
to  God  the  domestic  might,  like  his  barbarous  brother 
of  the  seas,  be  made  an  outlaw  of  the  land,  and  punished 
on  the  same  p^ibbet. 

The  Constitution,  we  know,  does  not  permit  one  class 
of  the  States  to  legislate  on  the  nature  or  condition  of 
the  property  of  the  other  class.  Why  tell  us,  for  we 
already  know,  that  neither  our  religion  or  our  humanity 
can  reach  or  release  that  condition.  Humanity  could  once 
bathe  the  fevered  forehead  of  Lazanis — she  could  not 
bring  to  his  comfort  so  much  as  a  cnimb  from  the  sump* 
tuous  and  profuse  table  of  Dives.  Religion  may  weep, 
as  the  Saviour  of  tlie  World  wept  over  the  proud  city  of 
Herod  ;  but  her  tears  will  fall  like  the  rain  drops  on  the 
burning  plough  share,  and  serve  only  to  render  the  stub- 
bom  material  more  obdurate. 

We  are  called  and  pressed  to  decide  this  question, 
and  yet  threatened,  that  the  decision  will  dissolve  the 
Union.  "  The  discussion  and  the  Constitution  will  ter- 
minate together."  "  Southern  gentlemen  will,  in  that 
event,  leave  this  Hall,"  Who  makes  this  menace,  and 
against  whom  ?  It  cannot  be  a  war  cry  ;  can  it  be  a  mere 
party  watch-word  I  On  what  event  of  immeasureable  mo- 
ment are  we  thus  adjured  ?  In  a  paltry  claim- of  200  and 
9  and  <*  30"  pieces  of  silver,  shall  we,  who  have  in  this 
Hall,  lifted  the  hand,  or  '<  kissed"  the  hallowed  gospel 
of  God,  in  testimonial  of  high  devotion  to  its  require- 
ments, shall  we  now,  in  the  same  place,  "  deliver  up" 
this  our  great  national  charter  ?  This  event,  sir,  cannot 
come  with  safety  to  our  country,  and  wisdom  would  ad- 
monish us  to  enquire  what  concomitants  may  attend  it  ; 
and  whom  they  will  visit  most  disastrrusly  ?  Must  we 
be  schooled  on  the  benefits  of  the  Union  ?  It  were  wise 
for  such  scholars  to  take  some  lessons  on  the  evils  of 
separation.  The  Hebrew,  when  fed  by  the  bread  of 
Heaven,  murmured  at  his  God;  looked  over  sea,  and 
pined  for  the  luxurious  slavery  of  Egypt.  Is  it  a  vain 
imagining,  or  may  there  be  a  charm  in  foreign  alliance, 
more  potent  than  the  plain  simplicity  of  domestic  in- 
dependence ^  England  can,  indeed,  make  Lords.t  The 
United  States  can  make  none.  She,  too,  can,  and  has, 
in  the  last  century,  made  more  slaves  than  all  other  na- 
tions, Paynim  or  Christian. 

We  are  surrounded,  protected,  and  secured  by  our 
Constitution.  By  this  we  are  in  safety  from  the  power 
and  violence  of  the  world ;  as  some  wealthy  regions 
are,  by  their  own  barriers,  sheltered  from  tlie  ravages 
^  of  the  ocean.  Do  not  forget,  for  they  never  fbrget,that 
a  small  insidious  persevering  reptile  may,  unseen,  bore 
through  the  broadest  and  loftiest  mound.  The  water 
follows  his  path,  silently  and  imperceptibly  at  first,  but 
the  rock  itself  is  worn  away  by  the  continual  attrition 
of  a  perpetually  running  stream.  A  ravine — a  breach  is 
made— and  the  ocean  rushing  in,  flocks  and  herds, 
and  men,  and  the  labors  of  men,  are  swept  away  by  the 
delug^.  Pause  before  you  peril  such  a  country  ;  pause 
before  you  place  in  jeopardy  so  much  wealth,  and  life, 
and  intellect,  and  loveliness.  Those  of  us,  whose  sun 
is  far  m  the  West,  may  hope  to  be  housed  before  the 
storm.  Be  not  deceived.  Sparse  and  blanched  as  are 
our  hairs,  they  may  be  defiled  in  the  blood  of  our 
sons  ?  and  to  you,  who,  in  the  pride  of  manhood,  feel 
the  warm  blood  dancing  at  your  hearts,  while  you  stand 
joyous  in  the  blooming  cii-cle  of  household  loveliness, 
the  day  may  come,  unless  the  all  merciful  God  pours 
into  the  bos<9ln  of  thia  nation  the  hallowed  and  healing 
spirit  of  mutual  confidence  and  mutual  conciliation — to 


you  the  tremendous  day  may  conne,  when  you  shall 
sigh  for  the  sad  consolation  of  him,  and  envy  his  utter 
desolation  of  heart,  who,  before  that  hour,  shall  have 
sheltered  his  very  last  daughter  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
tomb.  Do  not  understand  me  as  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
understood.  Those  who  would  avert  the  events  of  that 
catastrophe,  do  not  stand  here  in  merc^,  or  to  menace, 
or  to  deprecate.  Tliey  stand  here  amidst  all  the  muni- 
ments of  the  Constitution.  They  will  not  desert  the 
ship,  leave  her  who  may  ;  they  will  perform  Uie  voy- 
age, and  to  the  very  letter  and  in  the  full  spirit  cyf  all 
and  singular  the  shipping  articles ;  and  they,  too,  will, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  perform  it  without  fear — pros- 
perously  as  they  trust,  and  with  triumpliant  success. 

Mr.  WEEMS  said,  that,  after  such  a  flood  of  eloquence 
as  had  just  been  poured  upon  this  House,  it  might  ap- 
pal any  one,  especially  at  ao  late  an  hour,  to  attempt  to 
address  the  House.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  ansver 
all  the  gentlemen  who  bad  taken  side  against  the  amend- 
ment ;  but  as  he  had  been  so  late  in  obtaining  the  floor, 
he  should  confine  himself  to  the  gentleman  behind  him, 
[Mr.  BunoKs]  and  if  he  could  succeed  in  answering 
his  arguments,  he  should  consider  himself  as  having  vir- 
tually replied  to  all  the  rest.  He  thought  he  could  do 
this— he  hoped  he  should  not  be  accused  of  egotism  if 
he  said  that  he  believed  himself  able  to  convince  even 
the  gentleman  himself— and  that  from  the  arguments  he 
had  himself  advanced — and  especially  from  the  verv 
authority  the  gentleman  had  quoted  in  such  a  powerful 
and  impressive  a  manner.  He  would  remind  him,  ta 
the  language  of  the  same  sacred  volume,  *'  let  iiim 
that  thinketh  he  knoweth  all  things,  remember  tfiat  be 
knowcth  nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know."  Tlie 
gentleman  had  erected  a  beautiful  edifice,  Kwas  polish- 
ed from  the  foundation  to  the  dome  with  ^be  uVmoA 
care — but  it  was  erected  on  a  sand  bank.  Hia  whoVc  ar- 
gument bad  been  built  on  the  supposition  that  slave- 
holders rest  their  claim  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  lawful 
to  impress.  Now,  said  Mr.  W.,  we  deny  this  utterH  : 
we  hold  that  there  is  no  law  for  it — that  it  results  onb 
from  necessity,  and  necessity  has  no  law,  either  for  c? 
against  it.  Ttie  gentleman  told  us  that  he  feared  tbfi? 
was  still  a  longing  among  some  members  of  the  House 
for  the  fleshpots  of  Egypt.  If  the  geutleman  mem 
this  for  me,  I  throw  back  the  imputation  with  disdb^ 
Would  to  God— 

[Hera  the  SPEAKER  interposed  and  said  that  tbefref^ 
tie  man  from  Rhode  Island  had  not  been  undentooU  h 
him  as  making  any  personal  allusions,  and  no  such  im$. 
now  be  made — ^the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  ooft  ct 
ortlcr.] 

The  gentlemen  said  further,  that  he  would  to  God,  «r 
the  sake  of  England  and  the  English  character,  tin: » 
such  facts  as  those  we  have  all  heard  in  respect  laAt 
attack  on  New  Orleans,  had  ever  happened,  mndialis*^- 
ed  his  belief  that  they  were  not  as  has  been  repres^«^- 
Sir,  we  have  been  assured  that  these  facts  did  happt:*v 
that  the  watchword  of  booty   and  beauty  was  g^if-i 
and  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  it  doubted.    T^ 
gentleman,  however,  wishes  to  Go<l,  for  the  sake  of  tte 
British  character,  that  the  accounts  are  not  tnK— *••« 
wishes  that  we  might  lose  the  glory  of  having  cooqvs^ 
ed  the  invincibles  of  the  old  world,  rather  than  the  B.v 
ish  character  should  be  tarnished.     He  tells  us  thai  «■' 
have  all  kissed  the  book  to  support  the    Consiitist>i'^> 
and  that  by  that  Constitution  we  are  the  RepFesenUiHc- 
of  those  whom  we  wish  to  call  property.     The  gent:-- 
man  shakes  his  head.  I  certainljr  do  not  wish  to  misrep*- 
sent  him,  but  I  so  understood  him,  and  I  betieTe  he  >• 
say  so.    If  not,  will  he  be  pleased  to  state  what  he  ^^ 
say  ? 

[Mr. BURG ES  here  said,  I  protest  against  any  quouti^ 
made  by  that  gentlemen,, being  considered  as  a  bat  1  sa-^ 
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Well,  sir,  in  return  for  the  g^entleman's  courtesy,  I 
tell  him  that  I  care  as  little  for  his  protest,  as  he  can  do 
for  my  quotations.  From  the  beginning'  to  the  end  of 
the  declamatory  harangue  with  which  we  have  been  enter- 
tained, the  gentleman  has  gone  on  contradicting  him- 
self. He  acknowledges  that  slaves  are  property,  and 
then  he  argues  to  prove  they  cannot  be  property.  He 
allows  that  property  may  be  taken  for  the  public  use, 
and  then  goes  on  to  argue  that  it  can  in  no  case  be  so 
taken,  and,  that  no  case  of  necessity  has  ever  existed. 

My  object  in  rising,  and  in  the  few  remarks  I  shall 
submit,  was  principally  confined  to  the  policy  of  adopt- 
ing the  amendment.    We  have  been  told  that  it  would 
be  very  impolitic  to  adopt  it,  and  that  the  precedent 
would  be  highly  dangerous,  if  we  shall  thereby  acknow* 
ledge  that  persons  can  be  property.     Now,  on  this  pre- 
cise point,  of  the  policy  of  that  measure,  we  are  directly 
at  issue.     I  say,  that,  to  reject  the  amendment  will  be 
calculated  to  have  a  far  worse  consequence  :  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  make  tories  of  patriotie  citizens.     If  I  prove 
this,  I  shall  gain  the  object  f  had  in  view.     I  will  put  a 
case:  suppose  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  at- 
tack on  this  Capitol  by  the  British  troops,  a  commander 
had  been  present  who  had  sufficient  foresight  to  antici- 
pate such  an  attack,  and  to  prevent  its  success  by  throw- 
ing up  a  breastwork,  for  the  defence  of  this  city  ;  and 
^for  this  purpose  had  issued  an  order  to  the  slave-holders 
in  the  vicinity  to  furnish  two  thousand  slaves  to  aid  in 
that  work.     These  orders,  I  say,  would  have  a^nounted 
to  an  impressment  of  the  slaves — but,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  doctrine,  such  a  conjuncture  would  have 
presented  no  case  of  necessity  to  justify  impressment. 
I  ask  if  there  is  another  gentleman  on  this  floor,  besides 
himself,  who,  if  this  step  has  been  taken,  and  in  conse- 
quence a  dozen  slaves  had  been  killed  by  a  shot  from  the 
enemy,  would  deny  it  to  be  fair,  to  be  just,  to  be  patriot- 
ic, to  be  honorable^  that  we  compensate  the  owners  for 
their  loss  ?     The  salvation  of  this  Capitol,  and  with  it,  of 
the  character  of  the  country,  resulting  from  their  employ- 
ment, should  we  not  pay  for  them  if  they  fell !  Now,  take 
the  opposite  side— refuse  to  make  payment — send  forth 
your  determination  that  you  will  never  pay  in  such  cases 
— that  you  do  not  consider  such  circumstances  as  pre 
senting  a  case  of  necessity — and  what  will  be  the  conse 
quencc  P    Should  your  Capitol  ever  be  placed  in  such 
(langer  again,  where  is  the  farmer  who  will  not  feel  it  to 
be  his  policy  rather  to  get  his  slaves  out  of  the  way  of 
the  Government  ?    Nay,  of  rather  sending  them  over  to 
the  enemy  }  For,  acconling  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  they 
would  then  be  paid  for  in  the  end.     Sir,  though  I  may 
be  willing  to  risk  my  life  for  the  defence  of  my  country, 
I  might  not  be  willing  to  risk  all  that  on  which  1  must 
rely  to  save  my  wife  and  children  from  beggary.     I  say, 
therefore,  that  this  doctrine  is  calcutated  to  make  tories 
rather  than  patriots.    I  ag^ee  that  there  is  no  law  for 
impressment :  but  I  hope  our  military  officers  will  be 
left  to  act  under  their  own  discretion  and  responsibility, 
and   that  the  People  will  decide  whether  there  was  or 
was  not  sufficient  necessity  to  warrant  their  acts.     There 
is  our  security — we  may  pay  the  individual  for  the  loss  of 
his  property,  but  wc  hold  the  officer  responsible.     To 
me  it  is  most  clear,  that  policy,  if  nothing  else,  requires 
that  we  shall  recognize  the  right  of  the  master  over  his 
slave.     By  passing  the  amendment,  we  shall  do  this,  pro- 
vided the  evidence  of  the  facts  is  sufficient  to  establish 
the  case.     For  myself,  I  am  perfectly  satisfie<l  that  it  is 
ftuflficient—there  is  enough  evidence  to  shew  that  the 
.slave   in  this  case  was  put  in  requisition  under  an  order 
from  the  commanding  General. 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  with  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  that  those  who  tliink  diflTerenlly  from  me  are  di- 
vided into  two  classe9->one  of  these  includes  persons, 
who,   from  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart,  do  smcerely 


believe  that  a  person  cannot  be  property — and  that  it  is 
cruel  and  -unjust  to  treat  them  as  such  ;  and  they  can- 
not consider  a  man  as  walking  humbly,  doing  justly,  and 
loving  mercy,  who  holds  his  fellow  man  in  bondage. 
To  a  certain  extent  I  agree  with  them  in  opinion  ;  un- 
less the  holder  of  a  slave  believes  it  conscientiously  to 
be  his  duty  to  hold  him,  he  is  worse  than  a  pirate.  But 
such  as  do,  good  as  they  are  at  heart,  I  would  refer  to 
the  good  advice  of  a  good  man  in  ancient  times,. "  when 
I  was  a  child,  I  thought  as  a  child,  I  felt  as  a  cWld  ;  but  - 
now  I  put  away  childish  things."  There  is  another 
class,  who  admit  that  slaves  are  property  ;  but  hold  that, 
as  philanthropists  and  patriots,  it  is  incumbent  on  them 
to  make  a  timely  provision  to  relieve  the  country  of  this 
evil,  by  opening  a  sewer  and  draining  it  off  by  a  g^dual 
process  ot  colonization.  These  persons  are  willing  to  al- 
low to  slave  holders  all  their  just  rights  ;  I  trust  they 
will  shew  this  on  the  present  occasion,  by  voting  for  the 
amendment — let  them  shew  their  principles  by  their  ac- 
tions. I,  Sir,  am  one  of  thode  plain  men  who  desire  to 
shew  their  faith  by  their  works. 

It  has  been  contended  by  one  gentleman  that,  althougli 
this  slave  is  to  be  considered  as  the  lawful  property  of  the 
claimant,  yet  that  he  was  property  hired  out  on  a  con- 
tract. Sir,  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  in  the  doc- 
uments of  any  such  thing.  As  gentlemen  have  made  this 
assertion,  let  them  show  u»  the  proof— the  onusprdbandi 
is  certainly  on  them  .•  for  the  contraiy  is  in  evidence  before 
us.  Sir,  D'Auterive  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  one 
cent,  if  he  had  hired  out  this  slave  by  his  own  voluntary 
act — he  would,  in  chat  case,  have  been  the  insurer  of  his 
own  servant ;  but  can  it  be  pretended  thut,  under  the 
Constitution,  my  property  may  be  taken  without  my 
consent,  and  yet  I  am  not  to  receive  a  just  compensation 
for  it  ?  This  slave  was  either  taken  by  authority,  or  hired 
upon  contract.  If  he  was  taken  by  autiiority,  the  officer 
who  took  him  performed  a  patriotic  act,  and  ought  to  be 
commended ,  and  his  owner  ought  to  be  paid  for  his  loss  or 
injury.  It  is  not  necessary  to  prove  actual  violence — a  pos- 
itive order  from  a  Military  Commander  in  authority  is  an 
impressment  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  If  the  impresi- 
ment  was  not  an  act  of  necessity,  let  the  officer  be  cen- 
sured or  punished  ;  but  surely  tlie  owner  is  still  to  be 
paid. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that,  after 
all  which  had  been  said  in  this  debate,  it  was  very  fo- 
reign from  his  purpose  to  fatigue  the  Mouse  with  a  set 
speech  ;  he  was  not  even  disposed  to  notice  some  very 
extraordinary  portions  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  BuroksJ  who  had  just  sat  down, 
whose  luxuriance  of  irhagination  had  instructed  some,  and 
had  entertained|many  who  had  heard  him.  In  deprecating 
the  evils  of  slavery,  this  gentleman  had  said,  that  it  was 
to  be  regretted,  that  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Question 
had  not,  in  effect,  narrowed  the  spread  of  these  evils.  All 
this  may  be  perfectly  true  \  put  the  gentleman  may  give 
a  domestic  locality  to  his  regrets  :  for  it  happens  that  the 
State  he  represents,  small  as  it  is,  has  done  more  to  ex- 
tend these  evils,  than  any  State  in  this  Confederacy,  in 
proportion  to  her  numbers.  If  this  argument  was  push- 
ed to  its  ultimate  consequences,  and  an  injury  to  slaves 
in  the  public  use  was  not  to  be  indemnified,  he  [Mr.  H.] 
presumed  that  every  species  of  property,  the  i*esult-of 
slave  labor,  or  purchased  by  the  importation  of  slaves, 
would  share  the  same  fate. .  In  which  case,  if  property 
was  destroyed  in  the  public  use  by  the  hand  of  an  enemy, 
in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  towns  in  the  State  from  which 
the  gentleman  came,  it  ought  not  to  be  indemnified  :  for 
he  believed  that  the  town  of  Bristol  had  been,  in  a  mea- 
sure, built  up,  and  owed  a  greit  portion  of  its  prosperity 
to,  the  profits  of  the  skive  trade.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, discuss  what  might  prove  a  thorny  subject  \  he 
would,  therefore,   leave  the  gentleman  in  the  undisturb- 
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ed  poMesaon  of  the  enjoyinent  which  his  eloquence 
was  no  doubt  so  well  calcuUted  to  confer.  I  rose  for 
another  purpose — not  to  present  to  the  House  my  poor 
thoughts,  but  to  five  them. something  infinitely  more 
valuable.  On  referring  to  the  Confrressional  Uegrister 
of  the  second  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Congress,  I  find 
that  there  was  in  that  Congress  a  very  distinguished  gen- 
tleman, of  the  name  of  the  honorable  BIr.  Storks,  of 
New  York,  at  that  time  considered  as  remarkably  and 
accurately  conversant  with  municipal  and  international 
law.  In  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  compensating  the  in. 
habitants  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  for  the  injury  done  to 
their  property  by  the  enemy,  whilst  in  the  public  use, 
he  held  this  language,  and  employed  these  conclusive 
arguments  :  "  What,  then,  is  the  Government  bound  to 
do  t  To  say  to  the  individual  so  circumstanced — As  you 
have  rendered  up  your  property  for  our  use,  we  arc  your 
insurers  :  after  you  have  placed  yourself  out  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law  of  nations,  yow  shall  not  suffer  by  having 
done  so  ?  This,  said  Mr.  S.  is  what  I  call  a  perfect  obi i- 
gatioo— a  perfect  moral  obligation."  [Here  Mr.  Storrs 
cameand  took  his  seat  near  that  of  Mr.  H.  Mr.  Uamiltoit 
said,tl)at,  although  he  could  not"  call  spirits  from  the 
vasty  deep,"  yet  he  was  happy  to  find  that  his  eztracU 
were  extracting  something  more  tangible  in  size  and 
shape.]  This  gentleman  goes  on  to  say  :  «  The  question 
for  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  under  such  circumstan- 
ces is  a  Question  not  of  charity  but  of  absolute  right  ?  the 
whole  or  it  turning  on  the  principle,  that  the  party  has, 
for  your  use,  exposed  his  property  to  destruction,  law- 
fully, by  the  enemy.  It  is  unjust,  morally,  that  one  who 
has  thus  surrendered  up,  and  exposed  to  destruction  his 
property,  on  account  of  the  public,  shouhl  himself  suffer 
that  loss  thereby,  which  the  public  ought  to  bear.  When 
you  take  the  property  of  a  citizen  for  public  use,  during 
war,  you  became  the  insurer  of  it  against  every  act  of 
the  oiemy— lawful  or  unlawful." 

In  another  part  of  the  debate,  this  gentleman  holds 
this  language  :  "  Mr.  Stobrs  maintained  that  this  was 
not  a  proper  point  to  be  inquired  into  ;  the  only  point 
material,  in  the  case  was,  whether  a  citizen,  by  surren- 
dering his  property  to  the  use  and  occupation  of  his 
Government,  had  divested  it  of  its  private  character  : 
and  wliether,  under  such  circumstances,  it  has  been 
destroyed.  If  these  two  facts  were  shown,  the  Govern- 
ment, was  bound  to  make  up  the  loss ;  but  the  moment 
you  go  a  step  beyond  this  you  meet  an  artificial  difficul- 
ty of  your  own  creating.  '  Where  private  property,  in- 
deed, retaining  its  private  clinracter,  becomes  the  sub- 
ject  of  depredation  by  the  enem}',  as  when  the  vessel  of 
a  merchant  is  unlawfully  captured,  or  his  goods  wasted 
and  destroyed,  the  case,  though  a  hard  one,  gives  no 
claim  on  the  Government  for  indemnity.  It  comes  under 
the  general  case  of  losses  in  war,  and  must  be  borne  as 
it  may.  But  as  soon  as  he,  by  his  voluntary  act,  gives  up 
his  property  to  the  public  use,  it  becomes  as  much  an 
instrument  of  war  as  a  cannon  is.  It  is  a  part  of  the  ma- 
teriel of  war,  ana  the  enemy  may  inflict  upon  it  what  in- 
juries he  will,  lawful  or  unlawful :  he  may  even  destroy 
it  in  s])0i-t."  This  gentleman,  at  the  close  of  the  debate, 
goes  on  to  say  ;  '*As  to  the  objection  of  the  act  of  1816, 
[Mr.  Stobrs  said,]  ii  was  one  which  he  hardly  knew  in 
what  way  he  ought  to  attempt  to  answer.  The  gentle- 
man [Mr.  FoRSVTH,  of  Georgia,]  had  been  opposed  to 
that  act,  as  he  had  himsalf  informed  the  House — and  it 
could  hardly  be  expected,  therefore,  that  he  should  be 
in  fi&vor  of  the  present  bill.  Uut,  said  Mr.  S.,  let  us  see 
what  he  himself  proposes  respecting  slaves.  He  would 
huvc  the  Government  pay  for  all  the  slaves  impressed 
during  the  last  war,  and  afterwards  lost.  [Mr.  Forstth 
explained,  that  he  did  not  refer  to  all  who  were  impress- 
ed but  to  all  who  were  impressed  lawhilly.'j  As  to  the 
lawfulness  of  the  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  Government 


being  requisite  before  the  Government  will  pay  or  make 
reparation  for  them,  Mr.  S.  nid  there  are  precedents  in 
abundance,  on  our  statute  books,  which  contradict  such 
a  doctrine."  [Mr.  RANDOLPH  here  inquired  of  Mr. 
Hamiltoit  whether  Mr.  Storrs  or  Mr.  Forsttb  had 
made  this  declaration.  Mr.  HAMILTON  said  it  was  Mr. 
Storrs— and  that  it  would  seem,  from  the  whole  context 
of  that  gentleman's  argument  in  the  debate*  that  he  liad 
thought  with  Mr.  Forsttr,  that  the  act  of  1816  bad  not 
gone  far  enough.] 

Mr.  HAMILTON  resumed.  He  would  conclude  the 
extracts  he  proposed  reading,  by  exhibiting  a  somewhat 
different  commentary  and  version,  than  thoae  which  have 
been  recently  presented,  of  the  case  of  Major  Austla. 
"  Here  Mr.  Storrs  referred  to  tlie  case  of  iiKlemnity  to 
Major  Austin,  for  damages  obtained  against  him  for  acts 
done  in  the  discharge  of  an  official  duty«  and  to  seven! 
other  cases.  It  had  been  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
American  Government,  he  said*  when  any  of  its  officen 
incurred  responsibility  in  the  honest  discharge  of  what  hs 
believed  to  be  his  official  duty  by  violating  the  private 
rights  of  the  cit'zens,  to  indemnify  him." 

Mr.  H.  said,  having  fulfilled  the  purpose  for  which 
he  rose,  whicli  was  to  offer  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
claim  which  was  better  than  any  he  could  present  of  his 
own,  he  would  no  longer  detain  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said*  he  should  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  but  a  few  moments,  as  he 'knew  its 
patience  was  exhausted  by  this  protracted  debate.   When 
this  report  was  drawn  and  presented  to  the  House,  it  was 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  any  one  member  of  iUe  eom- 
mittee  that  a  discussion  of  two  or  three  weeks  woo /J 
have  been  necessary  to  resist  or  explain  any  principle 
contained  in  it.     The  committee  do  not  now  pcrcewe 
that  this  discussion  has  been  called  for  by  any  thmR  con- 
tained in  the  report.     Gentlemen  have  sought  for  matter 
in  the  resources  of  their  own  innagi nations,  whereon  to 
base  their  arguments,  and  have,  in  some  instances,  lojt 
sight  of  the  report  altogether.      The  gentlemen  whj 
have  advocated  the  amendment,  with  the  exception  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.    Dorskt]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Archer]  have  assumed, 
as  the  basis  of  their  argument,  that  the  Committee  hare 
denied  that  slaves  are  property.     There  is  nothing  in  ihc 
report  which  will  justify  this  assumption.    TTie  geniks 
men  who  first  spoke  in  favor  of. the  amendment,  couu 
not  have  read  the  report  with  attention  ;  if  they  bad,  Mr. 
W.  said,  he  was  confident  that  they  would  have  come  to 
a  very  different  conclusion  from  the  one  they    seeiaeil 
now  to  have  arrived  at.     He  said  the  committee  had  »ijw 
right  to  complain  of  the  liberty  which  some  genUefBa.-) 
had  taken,  to  read  part  of  a  sentence,  and  then  trium- 
phantly to  ask  if  the  committee  had  not  statcil  thatsfavvs 
were  not   property  ?    The   gentlenun  from  XIanbad, 
[Mr.  Kbrr]  read  thus  fitr,  <*as  slaves  have  not  been^ 
on  the  fooling  of  property,"  when  if  he  had  read  tlieaeiw 
tence  through,  he  would  have  perceived  that  tbe  posi- 
tion of  the  committee  is,  that  slaves  are  property,  but  xtot 
paid  for  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public  aerrice. 
Tlie  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  LivixesTOx]  thinks 
he  is  warrante<l  in  saying  that  the  Committee  do  not  be> 
lieve  that  slaves  arc  property,  from  the  circumstance  t^ui 
they  have  not  made  use  of  the  term  ^*slave,  "  but  ha\e 
substituted  that  of  "servant."    This  is  about  as  reasona- 
ble a  conclusion  as  any  that  has  been  drawn,  but  it  so  hap- 
pens in  this  case,  that  the  clainuint  has  not  made  ose  « i 
the  term  <*alave,"  and  if  the  conclusion  be  correct,  as  to 
the  committee,  it  rauitt  also  be  correct  aa  to  tlie  claiinan% 
and  then  he  does  not  believe  slaves  to  be  property,  or, 
ah  this  property  can  be  described  by  no  other  term  itva^ 
that  of  slave,  then  die  claimant  liaa  not  had  his  property 
injured  while  in  the  service*  and  presents  no  good  cIa:  a 
for  indemnity. 
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If  gentlemen  will  take  up  the  report  and  read  it  dia> 
passionately,  they  will  find  that  the  committee  do  con- 
sider that  slares  are  property,  but  of  that  kind,  which, 
heretofore,  it  has  not  been  deemed  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  pay  for.  In  support  of  this  princi- 
ple, the  committee  have  referred  to  several  precedents, 
which  tliey  considered  applicable ;  gentlemen,  bow- 
ever,  have  thought  otherwise,  in  all  the  eases,  except 
tliat  of  Purkill ;  and  for  this  reason,  that  in  all  of  the 
other  cases,  the  slaves  were  taken  into  the  ^service  by 
the  consent  of  tiie  master.  The  committee  state  a  ne- 
gative fact  ;  and  if  it  can  be  disproved,  it  is  for  those  who 
wish  to  adopt  a  new  principle  to  bring  forward  their  pre- 
cedents, and  prove  that  the  committ«eare  incorrect  We 
say  slaves  have  not  been  paid  for  when  lost  or  injured  in 
the  service  ;  if  they  have  been,  we  have  overlooked  the 
cases,  and  it  is  incumbent  on  the  gentlemen  to  produce 
them.  We  believe  that  no  such  case  exists  ;  and,  if  it 
does  not,  the  committee  should  have  been  spared  the  im- 
putation of  having  introduced  here  a  proposition  calcu- 
lated to  excite  heat  and  ill  nature.  If  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union  shall  be  consequent  to  the  investigation  of  this 
case,  the  fault  will  be  elsewhere  than  with  the  commit- 
tee. Tliey  searched  through  all  the  reports  and  found 
no  case,  nor  the  recognition  of  any  principle  which  would 
justify  them  in  submitting  a  proposition  to  grant  relief ; 
and  they  now  ask  of  the  House  calmly  to  reflect,  And 
look  to  the  consequences  which  must  follow,  if  the 
amendment  is  adopted.  Slaves  will  be  lifli>]e  to  be  im- 
pressed into  the  service,  and  the  condition  of  botli  mas- 
ter and  slave  will  be  comparatively  perilous.  Gentle- 
men have  said,  that  they  will  not  consent  to  have  arms 
put  into  the  hands  of  their  slaves,  but  that  they  are  wil- 
ling, in  times  of  .g^eat  danger,  that  their  slaves  should 
be  put  into  the  trenches.  They  say  they  are  peculiarly 
adapted  to  this  kind  of  employment,  and  that  they  are 
willing  they  should  be  put  to  that  servitude  which  will 
increase  the  physical  strength  of  the  country  in  time  of 
invasion.  If  the  principle  is  once  admitted,  that  slaves 
may  be  impressed,  what  guarantee  has  the  master  that 
arms  will  not  be  put  into  their  hands  ?  And  if  they  are 
to  be  put  to  the  employment  to  which  they  are  adapted, 
may  they  not  as  well  man  the  lioes  as  tlte  trenches  ?  1 
was  not  aware  Ihat  the  slave's  pillow  was  that  of  thorns, 
or  that  the  master's  midnight  slumbers  were  disturbed 
by  his  apprehensions  of  being  assassinated,  as  has  been  so 
feelingly  depicted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  DaATToir.] 

The  committee  took  for  their  guide,  in  drawing  the 
report,  the  law  of  April  9th,  1816.  Some  gentlemen 
say,  that  the  case  is  brought  within  the  provisions  of 
that  law,  and  within  eitJier  the  3d  or  5th  sections  of  it. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  a  moment's  examination  would 
•atJsfy  them  of  their  error,  and  he  would  endeavor  to 
shew  that  it  was  not  embraced  by  either  of  the  sec- 
tions. He  said,  that  two  rules  for  construing  statutes 
should  be  borne  in  mind  {  the  first  was,  that  '*a  statute 
which  treats  of  things  or  persons  of  an  inferior  rank  can- 
not, by  any  general  words,  be  extended  those  of  a  supe- 
rior."" Tlie  second  rule  was,  that  *  *one  part  of  a  statute 
must  be  so  construed  by  another,  that  the  whole  may,  if 
possible,  stand." 

He  said  that  that  part  of  tlie  third  section  which  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  cite,  was,  "That  any  person 
who,  in  the  late  war,  aforesaid,  has  sustained  damage  by 
the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction,  by  an  enemy,  of  any 
horse,  mule,  or  wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness, 
while  such  property,  was  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  either  by  impressment  or  contract,"  &c. 
Applying  the  rule  referred  to,  to  this  section,  and  all  ani- 
mals, and  all  vehicles  nut  emimerated,  are  excluded,  and 
the  case  now  before  us  is  not  within  the  purview  of  the 
section. 


The  5th  section  is,  "  That,  where  any  property  has 
been  impressed,  or  taken  by  public  authority,  for  the  use' 
or  subsistence  of  the  army  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed,  the 
owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof, 
deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which  has  been  paid,  or 
may  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  same,  while 
in  the  service  aforesaid." 

This  section  includes  all  articles  for  the  use  and  sub- 
nstence  of  the  Army,  and  under  it  may  be  included,  all 
materials  for  building  huts,  barracks,  fortifications,  and 
camp  equipage.  It  embraces  the  first  item  in  the  ac- 
count, and  those  cases  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mitchxll.]  Under  the  term 
subsistence,  is  included  all  eatables  and  drinkables  ne« 
cessaty  for  provisioning  the  Army  \  but  no  one  has  ever 
supposed  until  now,  that  a  slave  was  included  in  either 
of  the  sections.  If  there  is  no  restriction  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  third  section,  the  two  sections  cannot  be  re- 
conciled, and  both  of  them  cannot  stand ;  and,  if  the 
construction  whiofa  has  been  given  to  the  fifth  section  be 
correct,  there  was  no  necessity  of  enacting  the  third  sec- 
tion. 

The  Committee  could  have  had  no  other  motive  in 
making  a  decision  in  this  case,  than  what  governs  them 
in  all  cases — an  ardent  desire  to  discharge  their  duty 
faithfully,  according  to  the  principles  established  by  the 
law  of  1816,  and  the  uniform  decisions  of  the  House. 
We  believed  the  claimant  by  these  principles  and  de- 
cisions to  be  without  a  remedy,  and  proposed  that  the 
same  provision  should  be  made  for  his  relief*  that  is 
adopted  in  the  case  of  a  militia-man  who  is  wounded  in 
the  service  {  and  Ihis  recommendation  is  arraigned 
ag^^nst  us,  as  proof  that  we  did  not  believe  slaves  were 
property.  The  Committee  did  think  that  the  slare- 
holders  would  be  willing,  if  their  slaves  had  been  injured 
in  the  public  service,  to  receive  a  compensation  equal 
to  what  is  given  to  a  miliiia-man  ;  but  if  it  is  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House  to  adopt  a  new  principle  and  pay  for 
slaves  it  ought  to  inquire  the  same  proof  in  support  of 
this  claim  that  it  has  in  other  cases.  In  all  instances 
where  other  property  has  been  impressed,  it  has  been 
the  practice  to  require  that  a  copy  of  the  order  be  pro- 
duced, authorizing  the  impressment,  if  an  order  issued, 
and  if  not,  tliat  there  was  a  necessity  for  the  article 
taken,  and  this  fact  to  be  proven  by  the  Commanding 
Officer.  If  the  Commanding  Officer  was  in  the  service 
at  the  time  of  giving  his  certificate,  it  has  been  received 
witliout  oath  {  but  ^  not,  his  oath  is  as  necessary  as  that 
of  any  person  who  appears  as  a  u  itneaa.  In  this  case, 
notwithstanding  the  respect  the  Committee  entertained 
for  the  character  of  Gen.  Carroll,  they  required  that  his 
statement,  in  relation  to  the  first  item  of  the  account, 
should  be  sworn  to,  before  they  would  receive  it  as  evi- 
dence. If  this  slave  is  to  be  paid  for,  we  hope  tlie  whole- 
some rules  which  have  been  adopted  in  other  cases,  -and 
necessarily  so  to  prevent  fraud  and  imposition,  will  not 
now  be  violated.  If  the  testimony  is  examined,  it  will 
be  found,  that  there  is  no  proof  that  the  slave  ever  was 
impressed.  The  Commanding  General  directed  the 
Mayor  of  New  Orleans  to  hold  in  requisition  a  certain 
number  of  hands.  This  order  was  transmitted  to  the 
Syndic  of  the  Parish ;  but  whether  the  men  furnished 
was  by  impressment  or  contract,  is  not  proven  by  the 
papers.  The  same  mode  was  observed  iu  different  parts 
of  the  country,  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  bag- 
gage and  the  munitions  of  war.  Impressment  was  un- 
neccessary,  except  in  a  few  instances;  it  was  only  ne- 
cessary to  know  that  the  Commanding  General  needed 
further  aid,  and  it  was  furnished  without  compulsion.  If 
the  House  require  the  same  proof  in  this  case  which  it 
uniformly  has  done  in  other  cases,  the  amendment  can- 
not prevail  {  but  if  it  should  not,  all  th«  c^Ublish^d  ^^rio- 
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ciples  are  ovemiled,  ami  a  new  era  in  the  settlement  of 
cIm'ibis  will  commence. 

Mr.  OWEN  addressed  the  Chair.  It  is  not  merely 
the  monition  by  the  cry  of  question,  that  this  House  is 
now  prepared  and  anxious  to  decide  the  question  so 
long  under  debate,  that  will  prevent  me  from  detaining 
the  House ;  nor  will  my  friends ,  nor  any  member  of 
this  House,  after  what  I  have  aheady  said  and  done,  be- 
lieve that  I  desire  further  delay.  Nor,  Sir,  should  I  now 
have  claimed  one  moment  of  your  time,  but  for  the  re- 
marks of  the  member  from  Ohio,  who  is  represented  to 
have  attributed  to  me  opinions  in  relation  to  this 
question,  by  far  less  liberal  than  those  he  had  just  given 
us,  1  therefDre  call  upon  that  gentleman  to  correct  an 
error,  if  it  be  one,  which  arraigns  my  opinion  as  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Committee  to  whioh  he  now  belongs,  against 
the  opinion  1  have  advanced  in  this  debate.  Sir,  he  has 
admitted  property  in  slaves,  and  he  is  reported  as  having 
said,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  "I  did  not  consider  a  slave 
property  in  the  abstract."  Sir,  this  is  an  opinion  I  ne- 
ver entertained,  lior  expressed  in  Committee  nor  else- 
where, nor  could  I  have  dreamed  that,  at  this  day,  I  should 
have  found  it  due  to  myself  to  remove  a  shadow  of  doubt 
in  relation  to  it ;  for  it  most  be  remembered,  that,  in  con- 
fiequence  of  having  been  a  member  of  that  Committee  on 
a  former  occasion,  I  had  to  bear  rather  a  prominent  part 
in  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  South  ;  and  my  opin- 
ions upon  this  branch  of  such  rights,  in  another  case  not 
to  be  forgoHen  by  the  members  of  the  last  Congress, 
[Larclie's  case.!  I  therefore  expect  and  call  upon  the 
member  from  Ohio  to  make  the  proper  correction. 

[Mr.  WHITTLESEY  repUed,  that  be  bad  never  said, 
here  or  elsewhere,  that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had 
entertained  or  expressed  such  an  opinion.  He  would  cer- 
tainly have  done  him  injustice  if  he  had  so  represented 
him.] 

Mr.  OWEN  resumed.  My  main  object  is  attained 
Sir,  I  did  not  believe  it  possible  that  such  opinions  could 
have  been  by  him  ascribed  to  me,  though  such  is  the  re- 
port. But  Uie  explanation  is  full  and  satisfiictory ;  had 
H  been  otherwise,  I  should  have  been  at  some  loss  to 
know  how  such  opinion  could  have  been  called  out,  when 
the  main  object  of  the  defenders  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, is  to  show  that  no  such  point  is  raised  in  it.  Be 
that  as  it  may-<-I  will  certainly  now  be  pardoned  for  adding, 
that  I  am  gratified  that  this  question  has  undergone  a  full 
discusaon  ;  and,  so  far  from  my  having  regrets  at  the 
course  1  invited  the  House  to  pursue,  we  have  but  lit- 
tie  to  complain  of,  and  much  to  congratulate  ourselves 
on  in  the  course  of  the  debate — 1  cannot  say  perfectly 
fairly  conducted  in  every  respect,  but,  so  far  as  our  main 
question,  I  mean  Southern  interest,  depended,  we  have 
■had  from  all  quarters  a  full  and  frank  avowal  of  property 
in  slaves,  and  of  its  inviolable  character,  and  more  cspe- 
ciaUy,  that  this  Government  can  never  disturb  that  ques- 
tion. Some  of  my  friends  have  expressed  to  me  regret 
that  I  called  for,  and  urged  this  investigation,  and  some 
who  have  opposed  me  have  also  regretted  it.  But,  for 
myself,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  1  have  no  regret. 
And  my  fimt  ground  is  the  more  clearly  sustained  by  this 
very  debate,  that  if  there  was  an  unsettled  question  of 
great  magnitude,  the  greater  was  the  necessity  for  delib* 
cration  aiid  prompt  dc-cisinn  ;  and,  sir,  although  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  add  any  thing  more  in  this  already  too 
proti-acted  discussion,  I  must  be  permitted  to  remark 
that  the  range  of  the  debate  has  been  much  more  copi- 
ous,  and  taken  a  latitude  much  wider,  than  1  anticipated, 
StiQ,  sir,  Ido  not  regret  it,  even  though  it  has  embraced 
within  its  scope  all  things  connected  with  the  subject 
matter,  and  almpst  all  things  that  are  not  connected  with 
it,  from  the  "opinion  written"  of  one  gentleman,  to 
the  splendid  picture  exhibited  by  another  of  '*  military 
iWspolism,"  oC  •♦  military  usurpation  j"  and,  sir,  I  will 


add,  that  if  this  picture  was  intended  for  effect,  I  regret 
tluit  the  same  gentleman  had  not  again  brought  to  oor 
view,  as  he  did  in  most  glowing  colors  to  the  members 
of  the  18th  Congress,  his  picture,  presented  in  his  usual 
style,  always  eloc^uent,  of  "  dvil  corruption,"  of  "  minis- 
terial influence"  m  elections  by  the  People  ;  if  this  had 
been  given  us,  they  both  might  have  gone  to  the  peo- 
pie  together.  But  as  the  latter,  in  every  age,  has  pre- 
ceded the  other,  it  is  right  to  preserve  the  chronological 
order  in  which  he  lias  presented  them.  My  allu- 
sion is  to  the  debate  on  the  contested  election  from  tbe 
"■  N<Hf oik  District,  Massachusetts,"  in  the  18th  Congres». 
I  have  done.  I  hope  the  question  will  be  correctly  de- 
cided. 

Mr.  GURLEY  said,  his  only  object  in  rinng,  was  to 
correct  some  of  the  errors,  into  which  gentlemen  os 
the  opposite  side  had  follen.  He  should  enter  into  no 
general  discussion  of  tbe  question.  Different  gentlemen 
bad  opposed  the  amendment  on  diflferent  groonds.  A 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  3.  Woods]  said,  in  his 
remarks  to  the  House,  that  if  we  could  produce  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury  as  to  the  amount  of  the  dami^pea  sustained, 
be  would  consent  to  indemnify  tbe  claimant  to  that  ex- 
tent. We  have  produced  much  more  than  a  vetdict 
[said  Mr.  Gvblbt} — we  have  produced  the  evidence  on 
which  a  verdict  ought  to  rest.  The  gentleman  froai 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ai^zMm]  acknowledges  that  petsoos 
are  property,  under  the  municipal  laws  of  a  state,  ;  but, 
as  soon  as  they  are  removed  beyond  the  limits  ol  the 
state,  they  cease  to  be  property,  coming  then  under 
what  he  called  the  imperial  vit  universal  law  i  and  in  sup> 
port  of  his  position,  referred  to  that  pronsioo  of  the 
constitution  which  requires  that  slaves,  when  pssBng-  into 
the  free  STates,  slull,  on  application  of  tlie  marteis.  be 
delivered  up.  Sir,  this  is  precisely  tlie  proof  to  wVmgU 
I  would  refer  on  the  other  side.  Why  does  ttie  con^ 
tution  say  they  shall  be  restored  ?  For  a  reason  exactly 
the  reverse  of  that  given  by  the  gentleman ; — ^became 
the  general  government  will  not  weaken  the  tenure  br 
which  that  property  is  held.  The  next  objection  started  is, 
that  if  you  adopt  tli.s  principle,  great  public  inhuy  mfia 
follow.  Instead  of  meeting  the  principle  itself,  ibis  ob- 
jection would  frighten  us  with  the  consequences  *  If, 
say  gentlemen,  we  pay  for  slaves  killed  or  injured  in  bat- 
tle, you  must,  on  the  same  principle,  pay  in  like  maanef 
for  minors  and  apprentices.  Well,  ur,  suppose  weamai . 
— if  the  principle  is  a  sound  one>  where  iathe  objectkia 
Let  us  pay.  I  am  ready  to  go  the  whole  extent  of  !h< 
principle,  let  its  application  be  ever  so  extetnire.  B^t. 
Sir,  where  did  Congress  get  the  power  to  caH  out  ». 
nors  ?  They  derive  it  from  tlic  constitution,  which  gife> 
them  power  to  organize  the  militia ;  but  the  constkubo 
was  formed  by  tlie  free  citizens  ofthese  States  for  thcs- 
selves  and  their  descendants  forever.  But  do  jb^s 
mean  slaves  ?  Enlistment  is  a  contract.  Cao  a  ^bse  be 
a  party  to  a  contract  with  tbe  Government  }  Surel>  r^« 
Sir,  and  where  then  is  the  analogy  f  The  constitoikip 
gives  the  Congress  certain  powers  to  be  exercised  u^ 
those,  who  gave  them.  But  slaves  never  coufetred  a  par- 
ticle of  that  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Rliode  Island  [Mr.  BtrK6»ls&\«. 
that  by  admitting  three  fifths  of  the  slaves  into  the  rsio 
of  representation,  you.  increase  the  power  of  their  ma?- 
ters.  Granted.    But  if  at  the  framing  of  the  constitutkm. 
it  had  been  ag^ed  that  three  fiflha  oi  tlie  sheep  u  • 
northern  agriculturist  should  be  reckoned  in  the  rair.. 
must  not  the  bargain  be  maintained  f     And  does  it  ahc 
the  case  in  the  least,  whether  the  compact  was  to  reckor 
slaves  or  sheep  ?    Tbe  gentleman  alao  says  that  iKa 
slave  was  taken  by  contract :  where  la  tlie  evidence 
The  evidence  is  tliat  this  slave,  cart  and  horse  vrere,  *«r 
getber  with  others,  put  in  requisition  by  the  CommaiKkT 
ill  chief.     The  ti*aiislation  of  the  origiital  Frcficb  wocd  b 
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'*  impresaed.''  No  consent  of  the  master  can  be  shewn. 
But,  supposing  there  was  a  contract  \^\f  I  loan  my  pro- 
perty at  a  certain  rate  of  compensation  \  and  it  afterwards 
turns  out  that  the  person,  who  hired  it,  put  it  to  uses 
more  hazardous  than  were  known  or  contemplated, 
or  than  belongs  to  the  proper  use  of  that  species  of  pro- 
perty, is  he  not  bound  to  make  good  any  loss  which 
may  have  accrued  in  consequence  "*  If,  however,  the 
i        gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  will  produce  a  contract, 

•  I  will  agree  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

In  cases  of  hire,  the  owner  becomes  his  own  insurer, 

and  charges  according  to  the  risk  to  be  run  ;  but  there 

was  no  hiring  in  this  case.     The  public  took  the  slave  $ 

the  public  had  the  use  of  him  ;  the  owner  was  deprived 

{        of  his  services,  and  in  a  great  measure  of  his  value ;  and 

the  question  is,  shall  the  public  remunerate  him.    This 

r        property  was  taken  nut  only  without  the  consent,  but  in 

the  abience  of  the  owner,  who  was  at  the  lines  fighting 

f        the  enemy  of  his  country  \  an  officer  is  sent  and  the  pro- 

,        perty  taken  into  the  public  service.     He  afterwards  finds 

I        out  the  names  oi  the  respective  owners  and  gives  them 

•  certificates  of  the  fkct.     Is  this  no  impressment  *    Is  not 
the  government  bound  to  pay  ?    Yes  surely  ;  as  much 

^       as  if  a  file  of  soldiers  had  advanced  and  seized  them  at 
,       the  point  of  the  bayonet.  But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
\       Ishnd  employed  an  argument  of  a  diiferent  kind — an  ar- 
gument addressed  to  our  pride  and  patriotism.     He  says 
it  is  Imposnble  that  a  necessity  could  have  existed  that 
would  justify  the  impressment ;  that  at  such  an  hour  even 
cowards  would  flock  to  their  country's  standard.     Sir, 
permit  me  to  tell  that  gentleman,  that  no  cowards,  but 
that  brave  men  flocked  to  the  defence  of  their  country 
on  that  occasion ;  that  not  a  part  but  all  her  citizens 
were  forward  to  press  into  her  ranks.     There  was  but 
one  feeling,  one  soul,  one  ambition,  and  that  was  who 
should  do  the  most — who  should  offer  himself  and  his 
property  with  the  readiest  devotion.     But,  Sir,  it  will 
be  a  poor  consolation  to  Marigny  D'Auterivc,  to  tell 
\      him  that  a  certain  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  paid  a 
very  eloquent  compliment  to  hi^  patriotism  and  bravery  ; 
^      but  utterly  refused  to  pay  him  for  his  property.  Sir,  that 
"'      g-entleman's  compliments  will  not  restore  to  this  injured 
slave  the  use  of  his  eye,  nor  the  strength  of  his  arm. 
^      JN'o,   Sir,  there  was  no  aculking  on  that  occasion :  all 
went  to  tlie  rampart  and  the  field  ; — ^the  contest  was  who 
should  get  there  first,  or  stay  longest,  till  the  beaten  en- 
emy retreated.     The  glories  of  that  day  were  not  achiev- 
■'    ed  by  ignoble  and  cowardly  hands.     The  battle  of  New 
Orleans  was  fought  by  the  yeomanry  of  the  country^ 
7    "who  in  peace  cultivate  the  soil,  and  in  war  defend  it. 
!  Another  gentleman  says,  you  pay  for  property  lost, 

:'    but  in  no  case  for  property  injured.  Sir,  look  to  what  was 
'J   done  in  the  case  of  the  claimants  foir  the  reparation  of 

•  losses  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  Did  you  pay  for  no  in- 
jured property  there?  Yes,  Sir,  you  paid  those  claims  in 
ninety  .nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred.  But  the  moment  we 
bring*  you  an  injured  negro,  you  say  no !  tlie  government 

i  never  have  paid  for  slaves.  Well,  Sir,  is  that  any  reason 
.  they  never  shall?— that  they  never  ought?  But  then, 
.  you  must  pay  for  minors !  Sir,  when  that  case  arises,  I 
^vill  decide  upon  it ;  it  is  not  before  us  now.  None 
^  doubt  that  this  slave  was  taken  $  he  was  taken  by  the  go- 
^  vernment  \  wounded  in  their  service ;  and  in  all  justice  we 
,  ou^ht  to  pay  for  the  injury  sustained  under  such  circum- 
.  stances. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  fiuR- 
x.n  wsM  now  about  to  be  put,  when 

Mr.  WOODS,  of  Ohio,  demanded  that  it  be  Uken  by 
'  Yeas  and  Nays.    They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and 
Ijein^  taken,  stood  as  follows  : 

V£  AS.— Mark  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Willis  Alston, 
TVilliam  S.  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour,  Philip  P.  Barbour, 
X>avid  Barker,  Jr.  D.  L.  Barringer,  John  Bell,  John  Blair, 
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Thomas  H.  Blake,  William  L.  Brent,  John  H.  Bryan,  R. 
A.  Buckner,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Samuel  P.  Carson,  John 
Carter,  Thomas  Chilton,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  James  Clark, 
Henry  W.  Conner,  David  Crockett,  Henry  Daniel,  Tho- 
mas Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Robert  Desha,  Clem- 
ent Dorsey,    William  Drayton,  Edward  Everett,  John 
Floyd,  Va  ,  John  Floyd,  Geo.,  Tomlinson  Fort,  Joseph 
Fry,  Levin  Gale,  George  R.  Gilmer,  Benjamin  Gorham^ 
Henry  H.  Gurley,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  James  Hamilton,  Jr. 
Charles  E.  Haynes,  Joseph  Healy,  James  L.  Hodges, 
Gabriel  Holmes,  Jacob  C.  Isacks,  Jonathan  Jenninga, 
Jeromus  Johnson,  John  Leeds  Kerr,   George  Kremer, 
Joseph  Lecompte,  Pryor  Lea,  Isaac  Leffler,  Robert  P. 
Letclier,  Edward  Livingston,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  Chitten* 
den  Lyon,  John  H.  Marable,  William  D.  Martin,  George 
McDufiie,  Robert  M'Hatton,  John  M*Kee,  Charies  F. 
Mercer,  Thomas  Metcalfe,  Daniel  H.  Miller,  Thomas  R. 
Mitchell,  James  C  Mitchell,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Gabriel 
Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  William  T.  Nuckolls,   George 
W.  Owen,  James  K.  Polk,  John  Randolph,  James  W. 
Ripley,  William  C.  Rives,  John  Roan,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Alexander  Smyth,  James  S.  Stevenson, 
Joel  B.Sutherland,  John  Taliafero,  Wiley  Thompson, 
Starling  Tucker,  Daniel  Turner,  Espy  Van  Horn,  James 
Trezvant,  John  Vamum,  G.  C.  Verplanck,  G.  C.  Wash- 
ington, John  C  Weems,  Charles  A.  Wickliife,  Richard  H. 
Wilde,  EphraimK.  Wilson,  Joseph  F.  Wingate,  Silas 
Wood,  Joel  Yancey— 96. 

NAYS. — Samuel  C  Allen,  John  Anderson,  Samuel 
Anderson,  Wm.  Armstrong,  John  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber, 
Stephen  Barlow,  Daniel  |D.  Barnard,  Ichabod  Bartlett, 
Mordecai  Bartley,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Philemon  Beecher, 
Titus  Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Daniel  A.  A.  Buck,  Tris- 
tam  Surges,  Samuel  Butman,  Samuel  Chase,  John  C. 
Clark,  Richard  Coulter,  W.  Creighton,  jr.  B.  W.  Crown- 
insbield,  John  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Joseph  Duncan, 
Henry  W.  Dwight,  Jonas  Earll,  jr.  Chauncey  Forward, 
Daniel  G.  Garnsey,  Nathaniel  Garrow,  Innis  Green,  John 
Hal  lock,  jr.  Jonathan  Harvey,  Selah  R.  Hobbie,  Michael 
Hoffman,  Jonathan  Hunt,  Ralph  J.  IngersoU,  Samuel  D. 
Ingham,  Kensey  Johns,  jr.  Richard  Keese,  Adam  King,  Jo- 
seph Lawrence,  PeterLittle,  John  Locke,  JohnLong,John 
Magee,  John  Maynard,  William  McCoy,  Rufus  Mclndre, 
Henry Markell,  Henry  C.Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  Sam- 
uel McKean,  William  M*Lean,  Orange  Merwin,  Charles 
Miner,  John  Mitchell,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  Jeremiah  O* 
Brien,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Isaac  Pearson,  David  PUnt, 
William  Ramsey.  John  Reed,  William  Russell,  John 
Sargeant,  John  Sloane,  Oliver  H.  Smith,  William  Stan- 
berry,  John  B.  Sterigere,  Andrew  Stewart,  Henry  R. 
Storrs,  John  Q.  Stower,  Samuel  Swan,  Benjamin  Swif^, 
John  W.  Taylor,  Hedge  Thompson,  Phineas  L.  Tracy, 
Ebenezer  Tucker.  Joseph  Vance,  Samuel  F.  Vinton, 
George  E.  Wales,  Aaron  Ward,  Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  James  Wilson,  John 
J.  Wood,  John  Woods,  David  Woodcock,  George  Wol^ 
John  C.Wright— 92. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 


TauASDAT,  JiinjiaT  24,  1828. 
RETRENCHMENT. 

Tlie  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
moved  by  Mr.  Chiltoit  on  the  21st  Januair. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,  that  he  disliked,  m  a  second  in- 
stance,  to  refer  to  the  same  subject  which  had  already 
been  discussed,  and  to  consume  even  a  small  portion  of 
the  time  of  the  House  ;  but  the  duty  which  he  owed  to 
his  constituents,  and  to  himself,  compelled  him  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  in  reply  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Marylandy  [Mr.  BArnvBT]— because,  Bud  he. 
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that  gentleman  bat  nuule  me  the  subject  of  a  Pf»»ng  no- 
tice.    He  teemed  to  consider  me  a  bird  of  night,  and 
treated  me  accordhigly.     The  gentleman  amused  him- 
self for  a  considerable  time  with  a  recitation  of  a  portion 
of  poetvy, which  he  seemed  to  repeat  with  much  pleasure; 
whether  he  amused  the  House  or  not,  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  decide.    I  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  age 
and  youth  are,  in  some  respects,  subject  to  the  same  ex- 
ception—superannuation in  the  one  case  producing  the 
same  effect  as  imbecility  in  the  other.     The  same  remark 
may,  perhaps,  be  applied  to  the  statements  of  that  honor- 
able gentleman  and  myself.     He  seemed  to  insinuate 
that,  as  1  had  attended  here  only  a  few  days,  ergo,  or 
therefore,  it  was  arrogant  in  me  to  bring  the  soliury  and 
insulated  interest  of  my  constituents  before  Congress. 
The  gentleman  might  '^erhaps,  have  convinced  himself, 
as  he  came  very  near  tu  convince  -me«   that  my  proper 
course  would  be  to  return  home,  and  commit  the  inter- 
ests of  myself  and  my  constituents  to  his  care.    The 
gentleman's  age  and  experience  certainly  entitle  him  to 
great  regard;  and  I   had  thought  that,   while  the  lioaty 
hairs  of  age  were  entitled  to  respect,  from  superannuation, 
the  weakness  and  inexperience  of  youth  might  be  enti- 
tled to  some  small  portion  of  his  Christian  charity.     I  had 
never  understood  that,  on  the  floor  of  this  Hall,  the  pri- 
vileges of  members  were,   in  any  respect,  different  from 
each  other.     The  aged  here  I  certainly  venerate,  and  am 
even  prepared  to  fallat  their  feet,  and  receive  the  lessons 
of  instruction,  if,  by  so  doing,  I  could  in  the  least  advance 
the  cause  of  my  country  and  of  my  constituents.    It  has 
been  said,  however,  that  the  ared  ought  to  remember 
that  they  once  were  young,  while  the  young  ought  not  to 
forget  that  they  one  day  may  be  old.    Youth,  from  its 
aroour  and  eagerness,  may  indeed,  sometimes  go  beyond 
what  duty  requires ;  but  let  the  aged  also  remember, 
that  they  cannot  arrogate  all  the  rights  to  themselves. 
'JiVhy  was  I  sent  here  b^  my  constituents  '    M'as  it  to  sit 
in  silence  when  thtir  rights  were  involved?   When,  on  ri- 
sing, I  was  honored  with  at  least  the  partial  attention  of 
the  House,   had  I  sat  silent  I  should  have  failed  in  re- 
deeming those  pledges  which  I  gave  to  my  conatituents. 
1  represent  a  portion  of  the  People  of  these  United  SUtes; 
and  the  only  difference  which  ought  to  exist  here,  be- 
tween the  old  and  the  young,  is  in  the  different  degrees 
of  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Kepublicanism.    The 
gentleman  ought  to  remember  that  an  old  Representative 
is  sometimes  superseded  by  a  young  one,  who,  when  he 
makes  his  first  debut,  is  sometimes  found  to  be  better  qua- 
lified than  his  predecessor.     Admonition  from  the  aged 
aha]]  always  be  received  by  me,  in  kindness  and  with 
thanks^  when  it  is  not  carried  so  fke  that,  in  complying 
with  it,  I  must  neglect  my  duty.     When  it  goes  to  this 
length,  I  shall  take  my  own  course.     I  am  well  aware  that 
I  have  atUcked  an  important  and  dangerous   subject. 
Why  ?    Because  I  have  brought  the  matter  at  once  to  the 
threshold.     Such  was  my  design.     I  resolved  to  attack 
extravagance,  whether  it  should  be  found  in  this  Hall,  or 


his  rhymes.     I  will  not  say  they  were  tolerable,  but  T  «:'! 
say  they  were  like  the  breeze^— they  passed  off.     I  mast 
confess  I  did  not  derive  from  them  much  light  on  the  sub- 
ject of  retrenchment.     I  acknowledge  they  might   hare 
done  for  trimmings,  but  not  for  the  substance   of  anr 
thing.     The  gentleman  in  the  next  place  attacks  the  p&- 
licy  of  my  argtiment,  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  mir  nobk 
selves,  as  he  called  us.     I  know  that,  when  I  approadi  x 
great  many  of  the  members  of  this  House,  I  touch  a  verr 
tender  point     Sir,  the  British  Parliament  has  been  refer- 
red to.     God  forbid  that  they  should  be  my  text  book- 
the  Lord  defend  us  against  the  British  parliament,  and  il 
things  connected  with  the  British  Government,     it  ins 
against  it  that  we  revolted,  and  it  shall  never  be  my  nic> 
clel,  for  finance,  or  for  any  thing  else  ;  unless  genikrineB 
want  to  see  here  a  sinking  fund  and  debt  like  that^of  Grea£ 
Britain.    Another  point  in  the  gentleman's  remarkj^  wm 
this,  that  our  present  pay  is  not  extravag^ant,  because 
gentlemen  wish  to  have  their  wives  and  children, and  ser- 
vants, and  I  suppose  many  others  attending^  here  wt(k 
them  ;  because,  when  once  you  begin,  there  is  no  stop» 
ping  place.     All  the  members,  however,  are  not  so  hap- 
pily situated— whether  the  possibility  might  be  extended 
to  all,  by  sufficiently  squandering  the  pubKc  money,  I 
cannot  say  ;  but  one  thing  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman^ 
that,  if  he  is  not  happy  here  without  his  family,  he  nmj 
be  happy  with  them  at  home.  ^  There  is,  I  presume,  no 
compulsory  process,  wh'.ch  obliges  him  to  attend  here ; 
and  though  his  seat  may  not  be  so  ably  filled,  yet  I  doubt 
not  that  his  district  will  continue  to  be  represented,  eves 
if  he  shall  magnanimously  decline  coming  again   to  Con- 
great  without  his  family.     His  use  of  his  pmjr  is  a  Jittlt 
more  surprising,  and  somewhat  amusing.     How  is  it  ex- 
pended ?  for  as  I  understood  the  gentleman,  none  of  it  ta 
treasured  up — it  is  expended,  it  seems,  in  liberal  dona^om 
to  charitable  objects  ;  this,  with  me,  is  a  strong  reason 
why  I  would  not  give  it  to  them.     There  are  divers  wars 
and  means  of  converting  the  public  Treasury  Into  a  ma- 
chine to  promote  our  private  purposes.     A  contingent 
fund  furnishes  a  tremendous  machine  fbr  pulling  down  oar 
republican  institutions.     The  pay  of  a  member    of  Con- 
gress, and  his  franking  privilegfes,  may  ea»ly  be  made 
vehicles  by  which  documents  calculated  to  advance  one 
party  and  pull  down  another,  may  be  conveyed  from  time 
to  time,  and  from  place  to  place.     The  object,  in  each 
case,  is  to  advance  himself.     Building   temples,  at   the 
expence  of  the  Government,'  is  certainly  a  very  laudable 
employment.     I  justify  my  venerable  friend  ibr  such  as 
application  of  his  pay.     I  am  even  proud  to  think  that  H 
is  applied  to  the  erection  of  temples,  and  I  hope  humbly 
that  be  is  a  worshipper   therein.    Yet  I  consider  it  of 
great  importance  that  our  wages   should  be   reduced. 
We  could  not  then  bring  our  families  with  us,  it  is  (fue^ 
but  at  present  we  certainly  receive  more  than  is  neces- 
sai  y  to  support  ourselves  decently.     We  pay  for  oar  board 
from  ;|10  to  $15  a  week.     Our  pay  amounts  to  $56  a 
week.     What  becomes  of  the  balance  ^    Slr»  I  would  not 


in  any  of  the  Departments  of  Government.     I  am  inform-  [  convert  this  Hall  into  a  set  of  exchange  rooms,  into  as 


ed,by  ftiends  of  great  respectability,  that  many  have  been 
deterred  from  advocating  the  cause  of  retrenchment,  by  an 
apprehension  that  they  should  be  considered  as  posscM- 
ing  a  niggardly  spirit,  and  accused  of  great  temerity,  if 
they  should  venture  to  say  that  matters  here  do  not  go 
on  quite  right  I  am  willing  to  encounter  such  imputa- 
tions, and  am  prepared  to  fall  a  victim  under  them.  My 
country  b  more  to  me  than  the  good  opinion  of  any  body 
of  men.  Duty  to  my  constituents  shall  always  be  my  po- 
lar star.  I  have  not,  therefore,  hesitated  to  attack  a 
system  of  profusion,  however  formidable.  My  fate  is 
with  the  House,  with  the  community,  with  my  God,  and 
my  constituents. 

I  trust  I  need  say  nothing  more  on  the  high  standing 
and  experience  of  the  genUeiraQ  from  Maryhind»  nor  on 


office  for  money  chancers.  I  would  rather  imitate  the 
illustrious  example  which  has  been  set  us,  and  and  torn 
over  the  tables  of  the  money-changers.  To  de  so,  would, 
in  my  opinion,  evince  devotion  to  mir  country.  But  if 
many  must  sit  here  as  mere  blanks,  they  would  certainly 
be  better  at  home.  We  should  either  detennhie  at  once 
to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  the  trip,  or  else  to  reduce 
our  wa^s  to  such  a  sum  as  will  enable  any  gentleman  to 
keep  his  seat  here.  And  for  this  purpose,  six  dollars  a 
day  is,  in  my  opinion,  amply  sufficient. 

The  gentleman,  in  one  pai*t  of  his  speech  also  alluded 
to  the  school  at  West  Point ,  and  he  seems  to  glory  in 
the  prospect  of  that  Institution.  It  seems  he  has  been 
there,  and  seen  the  effects  of  the  system.  But  I,  sir  op. 
pose  that  school  for  the  best  of  all  reasons.     Its  benefits 
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&re  given  to  the  rich  and  the  well-born.  Few,  if  any,  of 
the  poor,  receive  any  benefit  from  it.  It  is  possible  they 
may  share  in  more  of  them  when  the  system  is  extended. 
In  peace,  its  advantages  are  certainly  inconsiderable,  if, 
indeed,  ii  has  any  at  all.  The  poor  man  can't  spare  his 
child.  He  cultivates  the  soil,  and  many  families  subsist 
entirely  on  the  industry  of  their  sons.  These,  therefore, 
are  detained  at  home,  and  are  taxed  for  an  institution  of 
this  kind.  In  these  remarks,  I  do  not  allude  to  any  pur- 
pose of  discontinuing'  the  institution  ;  but  I  would  cer- 
tainly avoid  all  supernumeraries. 

The  calculation  of  the  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands  is  certainly  very  peculiar.  His  opinion  and 
mine  differ  very  widely.  But  the  difference  will  be  ad- 
Justed  by  time.  I  still  hold  the  position  that  much  of  our 
public  revenue  is  derived  from  the  public  lands— we  all 
know  this^and  I  repeat  it,  if  we  merely  wade  now,  what 
must  be  our  condition  when  this  source  of  revenue  is  ex- 
hausted ?  The  gentleman,  indeed,  has  told  us,  that  we 
shall  have  abundance  of  these  lauds  on  band  two  hundred 
years  hence.  But  this  is  a  mere  chimera.  If  the  House 
will  but  fbr  one  moment  investigate  the  immense  expense 
which  these  lands  cost  to  the  Government,  they  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  it  would  be  much  better  if  the  whole  were 
griven  away.  An  annual  appropriation  is  called  for— yes, 
air,  and  an  annual  appropriation  is  made — ^infinitely  more 
tlian  that  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  lands.  Hence  gen- 
tiemen  are  greatly  mistaken,  if  they  consider  (he  public 
lands  as  an  eternal  source  of  revenue.  And  if  the  present 
system  in  relation  to  therti  shall  be  persevered  in,  the  Go- 
re rnment,  ere  long,  will  discover  that  they  have  passed  a 
bourne  from  which,  they  cannot  return. 

I  need  not  advert,  for  any  great  length  of  time,  to  the 
^gentlemen's  systematic  plan  of  electioneering,  or  to  those 
horses  which  he  called  poneys,  and  which  he  toll  us  were 
so  trained  as  of  themselves  to  approach  every  man's  door. 
No  doubt  they  did  so  to  carry  some  point  of  aspirants  to 
office.  But  this  I  consider  wholly  aside  from  the  merits 
of  the  question. 

The  gentleman  also  proposed,   if  I  would  agree  with 
him,  to  receive  no  pay  whatever  for  his  services,  and  al- 
loMT  the  whole  of  his  wages  to  go  towards  the  discharge 
of  the  public  debt.     That  gentleman  may  be  able,  from 
his  circumstances,  to  do  this,  but  if  made  a  general  rule, 
it  would  operate  very  unequally.     If,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman will  satisfy  me  tliat  his  pecuniary  circumstances 
are  the  same  as  mine,  I  pledge  myself  to  ^o  hand  in  hand 
with  him,  and  am  willing  to  mesisure  patriotism  with  him 
by  his  own  scale.     A  remark  fell  from    my  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bucbaitak]  in  relation  to 
the  Fifth  Auditor.'    Injustice  to  that  officer,  I  must  be 
pernnittcd  to  say,  that  he  a-as  not  designed  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  the  operation  of  the  inquiry  proposed.     I  did  nut 
ciesig-n  any  individual  in  particular.     They    are  all  un- 
known to  me,  as  I  to  them.     But  I  still  believe  that  there 
are  more  Auditors  than  necessary.     I  believe  there  are 
some  that  might  safely  be  dispensed  with.     As  an  excep- 
tion, however,  I  name  with  pride  and  pleasure  the  Third 
an<l  F.flh  Auditors,  and  the  Postmaster  General.     These 
officers,  I  believe  to  be  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.     I  do  not  say  that  all  others  are  not  so  ;  but  1  be- 
lieve that  some  might,  with  advantage,  be  discontinued. 
A  sound  discretion  must  be  exercised  in  this  matter.     I 
wish  the  House,  however,  distinctly  to  understand,  that 
the  Fifth  Auditor  is  not  designed  by  me  to  be  discontinu- 
ed.   But  as  1  believe  that  there  are  too  many  Auditors,  I 
care  not  which  of  them,  in  point  of  numerical  succession, 
shall  be  stricken  from  the  list. 

1*he  gentlemaii  further  remarked,  that  I  should  have 
investigated  this  subject  myself,  and  not  have  turned  over 
the  task  to  oihets.  But,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  I  should 
wade  through  all  the  intricacies  of  this  subject.  I  am 
clothed  with  no  power  to  approach  an  individual  or  an 


office.  Information,  if  given  to  me,  is  a  matter  of  cour« 
tesy.  But  when  a  Committee  of  this  House  shall  be  in- 
vested with  authority,  the  doors  must  open,  the  papers 
must  be  exhibited,  and  this  is  my  object. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  [Mr.  McDurxis] 
has  recommended  a  division  of  the  resolution,  and  the  re- 
ference of  its  several  parts  to  different  Committees  of  the 
House.  Sir,  1  am  perfectly  content  that  this  honorable 
body  shall  dispose  of  the  resolution  just  as  it  shall  please. 
My  pledge  is  redeemed.  I  could  redeem  it  by  no  ether 
means.  I  have  done  my  duty  by  submitting  the  resolu- 
tion, and  if  that  gentleman  shall  offer  any  plan  for  divid- 
ing or  subdividing  it,  I  assure  him  I  shall  not  take  it  un- 
kindly {  on  the  contrary,  I  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  that 
gentleman,  in  any  arrangement  he  may  propose.  I  would 
only  observe,  that,  if  we  begin  to  fritter  away  the  resolu- 
tion,  I  fear  the  object  of  it  will  never  be  accomplished. 
If  it  shall  be  thought  best  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  I  shall  be  entirely  satisfied.  The  evil  is 
a  crying-evil ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  existence  {  and  I 
want  to  know  how  the  contingent  fund  is  appropriated. 
I  will  therefore  suggest  a  modification  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  then  modified  the  second  resolution,  by  in- 
traducing,  after  the  words  "with  instruction,"  the  words 
"to  inquire  into  and,"  so  as  to  make  it  read  ; 

"That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  and  report,"  &c. 

This  modification  is  designed  solely  to  accommodate 
the  wishes  of  the  House.  I  have  not  the  slightest  wish 
to  embarrass  any  gentleman  on  the  floor.  All  I  wish  is 
an  inquiry  ;  when  that  is  made  I  shall  be  content.  I  can 
then  return  to  my  constituents,  and  say  to  them  whether 
the  impression  I  had  on  this  subject  is  true  or  false.  Any 
proposition  of  gentlemen,  with  a  view  to  this  object,  will 
be  taken  kindly  by  me.  I  have  no  right  or  power  to 
dictate  to  this  House.  I  am  positive  only  on  one  thing, 
and  that  is,  that  we  shall  resort  to  a  system  of  retrench- 
ment. 

Mr  RANDOLPH  said,  when  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  withdrew  his  motion  yesterday,  to  lay  this  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
it     But,  understanding  that  he  had  not  withdrawn  it,  I 
did  not  because  I  could  not  renew  it     The  gentleman 
from  South    Carolina,    with   that  courtesy   and  comity 
which  we  all  ought  to  shew  to  one  another,   did,  subse- 
quently, withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  the  gentleman  who  moved  it,  and  who  has 
now  just  taken  his  seat,  to  make  explanations.     That  op- 
portunity having  been  ample,  I  should  be  content  to  let 
the  matter  pass,  but  that  I  feel  myself  pled|fed  (to  use 
an  expression  which,  though  parliamentary,  is  not  strict- 
ly grammatical)  to  the  cause  of  retrenchment    I  shall 
say  a  few,  a  very  few  words,  in  order  to  explain  the 
course  I  am  about  to^ke,   and  which,  otherwise,  might 
appear  to  militate  against  that  cause.    Sir,  I  do  believe, 
that  retrenchment  is  required,   both  by  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  country,  and  by  the  voice  of  the  public     I 
concur  heartily  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
on  my  left,  [Mr.  Buchanak]  in  all  he  advance<j,  (in  as 
far  as  that  went.)  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this  is  a 
case  in  which  reformation,   like  charity, (I  mean  modern 
charity)  begins  at  home — at  least  it  otight  to  begin  at 
home.    I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  no  economical 
Government  could  ever  inhabit  such  a  House  as  this  1 1  do 
believe  we  never  shall  have  an  economical  Government  in 
such  an  establishment  as  the  present     This,  however, 
may  be  a  peculiar  opinion  of  mine.     Yes,  sir,  reforma- 
tion must  begin  at  home.     I  do  not  mean  in  our  own  ca- 
ses as  members— I  am  not  going  to  start  the  per  diem 
question-^God  forbid  !  We  had  enough  of  that  when  we 
sat  in  the  brick  building,  over  the  way,  (where  I  should 
be  veiy  gUd  we  sat  now.)    I  believe  sir,  that  whatever 
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that  gentleman  bM  nuule  me  the  subject  of  a  jrasjing  no* 
tice.     He  seemed  to  consider  me  a  bird- of  night,  and 
treated  me  accordingly.    The  gentleman  amused  him- 
self for  a  considerable  time  with  a  recitation  of  a  portion 
of  poetvy,  which  he  seemed  to  repeat  w'tth  much  pleasure; 
whether  he  amused  the  House  or  not,  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  decide.    I  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  age 
and  ^outh  are,  in  some  respects,  subject  to  the  same  ex- 
ception—superannuation in  the  one  case  producing  the 
same  effect  as  imbecility  in  the  other.     The  same  remark 
may,  perhaps,  be  applied  to  the  statements  of  that  honor- 
able gentleman  and  myself.     He  seemed  to  insinuate 
that,  as  I  had  attended  here  only  a  few  days,   ergo,  or 
therefore,  it  was  arrogant  in  me  to  bring  the  solitary  and 
insulated  interest  of  my  constituents  before  Congress. 
The  gentleman  might  '^erhaps,  have  convinced  himself, 
as  he  came  vefy  near  tu  convince  me,   that  my  proper 
course  would  be  to  return  home,  and  commit  the  inter- 
ests of  myself  and  my  constituents  to  his  care.     The 
gentleman's  age  and  experience  certainly  entitle  him  to 
great  regard;  and  I  had  thought  that,   while  the  hoaty 
hairs  of  age  were  entitled  to  respect,  from  superannuation, 
the  weakness  and  inexperience  of  youtli  might  be  enti- 
tled to  some  small  portion  of  his  Christian  charity.     I  had 
never  understood  that,  on  the  floor  of  this  Hall,  the  pri- 
vileges of  members  were,   in  any  respect,  different  from 
each  other.     The  aged  here  I  certainly  venerate,  and  am 
even  prepared  to  fall  at  their  feet,  and  receive  the  lessons 
of  instruction,  if,  by  so  doing,  I  could  in  the  least  advance 
the  cause  of  my  country  and  of  my  constituents.    It  has 
been  said,  however,  that  the  aged  ought  to  remember 
that  they  once  were  young,  while  the  young  ought  not  to 
forget  that  they  one  day  may  be  old.     Youth,  from  its 
ardour  and  eagerness,  may  indeed,  sometimes  go  beyond 
what  duty  requires ;  but  let  the  aged  also  remember, 
that  they  cannot  arrogate  all  the  rights  to  themselves, 
l^h^  was  I  sent  here  by  my  constituents  ^    M'as  it  to  sit 
in  silence  when  their  rights  were  involved?   When,  on  ri- 
sing, I  was  honored  with  at  least  the  partial  attention  of 
the  House,   had  I  sat  silent  I  should  have  failed  in  re- 
deeming those  pledges  which  I  gave  to  my  constituents. 
1  represent  a  portion  of  the  People  of  these  United  States; 
and  the  only  difference  which  ought  to  exist  here,  be- 
tween the  old  and  tbe  young,  is  in  the  diflTerent  degrees 
of  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Kepiiblicanism.    The 
^ntleman  ought  to  remember  that  an  old  Representative 
n  sometimes  superseded  by  a  young  one,  who,  when  he 
makes  his  first  debut,  is  sometimes  found  to  be  better  qua- 
lified than  his  predecessor.     Admonition  from  the  aged 
■hall  always  be  received  b^  me,  in  kindness  and  with 
thanks^  when  it  is  not  carried  so  far  that,  in  complying 
with  it,  I  must  neglect  my  duty.     When  it  goes  to  this 
length,  1  shall  take  my  own  course.     I  am  well  aware  that 
I  have  attacked  an  important  and  dangerous   subject. 
"Why  ?    Because  I  have  brought  the  matter  at  once  to  the 
threshold.     Snch  was  my  design.     1  resolved  to  attack 
extravagance,  whether  it  should  be  found  in  this  Hall,  or 
in  any  of  the  Departments  of  Government.     I  am  inform- 
ed,by  fHends  of  great  respectability,  that  many  have  been 
deterred  from  advocating  the  cause  of  retrenchment,  by  an 
apprehension  that  they  should  be  considered  as  possebs- 
ing  a  niggardly  spirit,  and  accused  of  great  temerity,  if 
they  should  venture  to  say  that  matters  here  do  not  go 
on  quite  right.    I  am  willing  to  encounter  such  imputa- 
tions, and  am  prepa/ed  to  fall  a  victim  under  them.     My 
country  is  more  to  me  than  the  good  opinion  of  any  body 
of  men.    Duty  to  my  constituents  shall  always  be  my  po- 
lar star.    I  have  not,  therefore,  hesitated  to  attack   a 
system  of  profusion,  however   formidable.     My  fiite  is 
with  the  House,  with  the  community,  with  my  God,  and 
my  constituents. 

I  trust  I  need  say  nothing  more  on  the  high  standing 
and  experience  of  the  genUeiPaD  from  Marybmd,  nor  oil 


his  rhymes.     I  will  not  Say  they  were  tolerable,  but  1  wll 
say  they  were  like  the  breeze — they  passed  off.     1  mus 
confess  I  did  not  derive  from  them  much  light  on  the  sub 
ject  of  retrenchment.     I  acknowledge  they  might  han 
done  for  trimmings  but  not  for  the  substance   of  am 
thing.     The  gentleman  in  the  next  place  attacks  the  po 
licy  of  my  argument,  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  our  nobfa 
selves,  as  he  called  us.     I  know  that,  when  I  approach  a 
great  many  of  the  members  of  this  House,  I  touch  a  tctt 
tender  point     Sir,  the  British  Parliament  has  been  refer 
red  to.     God  forbid  that  they  should  be  my  text  book— 
the  Lord  defend  us  against  the  British  parliament,  and  a:! 
things  connected  with  the  British  Government.    It  wa 
against  it  that  we  revolted,  and  it  shall. never  be  my  rac- 
clel,  for  finance,  or  for  any  thing  else  ;  unless  gemkineB 
want  to  see  here  a  sinking  fund  and  debt  like  tbat^of  Gnat 
Britain.     Another  point  m  the  gentleman's  remark^  wm 
this,  that  our  present  pay  is  not  extnavag^snt,  because 
gentlemen  wish  to  have  their  wives  and  childi>en,andtrr- 
vants,  and  I  suppose  many  others  attending^  here  volt 
them  ;  because,  when  once  you  begin,  there  is  no  stop- 
ping place.     All  the  members,  however,  are  not  so  bap^ 
pily  situated— whether  the  possibility  might  be  extended 
to  all,  by  sufficiently  squandering  the  pubKc  nione;,  I 
cannot  say  ;  but  one  thing  f  will  say  to  the  gentlcmifl, 
that,  if  he  is  not  happy  here  without  his  fiimily,  he  nsj 
be  happy  with  them  at  home.  ^  There  is,  I  presume,  e« 
compulsory  process,  which  obliges  him  to  attend  here  • 
and  though  his  seat  may  not  be  so  ably  filled,  yet  1  doubt 
not  that  his  district  will  continue  to  be  representee^  cret 
if  he  shall  magnanimously  decline  coming  Tagain  to  Con- 
gress without  his  family.     His  use  of  his  jmjt  k  m  nitlt 
mure  surprising,  and  somewhat  amusing.     How  is  it  ew- 
pended  ?  for  as  I  understood  the  gentleman,  none  of  it  is 
treasured  up — it  is  expended,  it  seems,  in  libersi donations 
to  charitable  objects ;  tliis,  with  me,  is  a  strong  reasoi 
why  1  would  not  give  it  to  them.     There  are  divers  wtn 
and  means  of  converting  the  public  Treasury  into  a  ma- 
chine to  promote  our  private  purposes.     A  cootiageiC 
fund  furnishes  a  tremendous  machine  for  ptilling  down  oer 
republican  institutions.     The  pay  of  a  member    of  Co 
gress,  and  his  franking  privileg^  may  easily  be  nait 
vehicles  by  which  documents  calculate<l  to  advance  ose  ' 
party  and  pull  down  another,  may  be  conveyed  fron  tire  | 
to  time,  and  fixim  place  to  place.     The  object,  in  c»ci 
case.  Is  to  advance  himself.     Building   temples,  at  iU 
expence  of  the  Government,'  is  certainly  a  very  badA^ir 
employment.     I  justify  my  venerable  friend  lur  suc^  i- 
application  of  his  pay.     I  am  even  proud  to  think  th*: 
is  apphcd  to  the  erection  of  temples,  and  I  hope  h^^t' 
that  he  is  a  worshipper   therein.    Yet  I  coimder  A  -"' 
great  importance  that  our  wages  should   be  ndatx^ 
We  could  not  then  bring  Our  families  with  us,  it  ii  :ru& 
but  at  present  we  certainly  receive  more  than  if  s«ee5- 
sai  y  to  support  ourselves  decently.     We  pay  for  o*  bssni 
from  ;^10  to  $15  a  week.     Our  pay  anaounts  to  $36 » 
week.     What  becomes  of  the  balance  ?     Sir,  I  wooU  bA 
convert  this  Hall  into  a  set  of  exchange  rooms,  ail*  xl 
office  for  money  chancers.     I  would  rather  initaie  t^il 
illustrious  exsmple  which  has  been  set  us,  and  uad  ram 
over  the  tab les  of  the  money-changers.     To  do  so»  wea  t 
in  my  opinion,  evince  devotion  to  our  couDtry.     B&t 
many  must  sit  here  as  mere  blanks,  they  would  certnd 
be  better  at  home.     We  should  either  determine  at  jrt 
to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  the  trip,  or  else  to  re^hJ 
our  wa^s  to  such  a  sum  as  will  enable  any  gentlcmanl 
keep  his  seat  here.     And  for  this  purpose,  six  dol2»sf 
day  is,  in  my  opinion,  amply  sufllctem. 

The  gentleman,  in  one  part  of  his  speech  also  allw) 
to  the  school  at  West  Point ,  and  he  seems  to  gl<rri 
the  prospect  of  that  Institution.  It  seems  be  has  ^ 
there,  and  seen  the  effects  of  the  system.  But  I,  ssr 
pose  that  school  for  the  best  of  all  reasons.     Its 
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are  given  to  the  rich  and  the  well-born.  Few,  if  any,  of 
the  poop,  receive  any  benefit  from  it.  It  is  possible  they 
may  share  in  more  of  them  when  the  system  is  extended. 
In  peace,  its  advantages  are  certainly  inconsiderable,  if, 
indeed,  ii  has  any  at  all.  The  poor  man  can't  spare  his 
child.  He  cultivates  the  soil,  and  many  families  subsist 
entirely  on  the  industry  of  their  sons.  These,  therefore, 
are  detained  at  home,  and  are  taited  for  an  institution  of 
this  kind.  In  these  remarks,  I  do  not  allude  to  any  pur- 
pose of  discontinuing*  the  institution  j  but  I  would  cer- 
tainly avoid  all  siipemuroeraries. 

The  calculation  of  the  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands  is  certainly  very  peculiar.  His  opinion  and 
mine  differ  very  widely.  But  the  difference  will  be  ad- 
justed by  time.  I  still  hold  the  position  that  much  of  our 
public  revenue  is  derived  from  the  public  lands—we  all 
know  this— and  I  repeat  it,  if  we  merely  wade  now,  what 
must  be  our  condition  when  this  source  of  revenue  is  ex- 
hausted }  The  gentleman,  indeed,  has  told  us,  that  we 
sliall  have  abundance  of  these  lauds  on  hand  two  hundred 
years  hence.  But  this  is  a  mere  chimera.  If  the  House 
will  but  fbr  one  moment  investigate  the  immense  expense 
which  these  lands  cost  to  the  Government,  they  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  it  would  be  much  better  if  the  whole  were 
given  away.  An  annual  appropriation  is  called  for — yes, 
sir,  and  an  annual  appropriation  is  made — infinitely  more 
than  that  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  lands.  Hence  gen- 
tlemen are  greatly  mistaken,  if  they  consider  (he  public 
lands  as  an  eternal  source  of  revenue.  And  if  the  present 
s>'8tem  in  relation  to  them  shall  be  persevered  in,  the  Go- 
vernment, ere  long-,  will  discover  that  they  have  passed  a 
bourne  from  which  they  cannot  return. 

I  need  not  advert,  for  any  great  length  of  time,  lo  the 
gentlemen's  systematic  plan  of  electioneering,  or  to  those 
horses  which  he  called  poneys,  and  which  he  toll  us  were 
so  trained  as  of  themselves  to  approach  evety  man's  door. 
No  doubt  they  did  so  to  carry  some  point  of  aspirants  to 
office.  But  this  I  consider  wholly  aside  from  the  merits 
of  the  question. 

The  gentleman  also  proposed,   if  I  would  agree  with 
him,  to  receive  no  pay  whatever  for  his  services,  and  al- 
low  the  whole  of  his  wages  to  go  towards  the  discharge 
of  the  public  debt.     That  gentleman  may  be  able,  from 
his  circumstances,  to  do  this,  but  if  made  a  general  rule, 
it  would  operate  vciy  unequally.     If,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman will  satisfy   me  th^t  his  pecuniary  circumstances 
are  the  same  as  mine,  I  pledge  myself  to  ^o  hand  in  hand 
with  him,  and  am  willing  to  measure  patriotism  with  him 
by  his  own  scale.     A  remark  fell  from    my  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buch await]  in  relation  to 
the  Fifth  Auditor.*    In  justice  to  that  officer,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say,  that  he  was  not  designed  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  the  operation  of  the  inquiry  proposed.     I  did  not 
desig-n  any  individual  in  particular.     They    are  all  un- 
known to  me,  as  1  to  them.     But  I  still  believe  that  there 
are  more  Auditors  than  necessary.     I  believe  there  are 
some  that  might  safely  be  dispensed  with.     As  an  excep- 
tion, however,  I  name  with  pride  and  pleasure  the  I'hird 
and  Fifth  Auditors,  and  the  Postmaster  General.     These 
officers,  1  believe  to  be  prompt  in  the  discharge  uf  their 
duty.     I  do  not  say  that  all  others  are  not  so  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  some  mig-ht,  with  advantage,  be  discontinued. 
A^  sound  discretion  must  be  exercised  in  this  matter.     I 
wish  the  House,  however,  distinctly  to  understand,  that 
the  Fifth  Auditor  is  not  desig-ned  by  me  to  be  discontinu- 
ed.    But  as  1  believe  that  there  are  too  many  Auditors,  I 
care  not  whfch  of  them,  in  point  of  nun>erical  succession, 
litiall  be  stricken  from  the  list. 

The  g'entlemaii  further  remarked,  that  I  should  have 
investigated  th'is  subject  myself,  and  not  have  turned  over 
Lhe  task  to  oihen.  But,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  I  should 
arade  through  all  the  intricacies  of  this  subject.  I  am 
:lotbed  with  no  power  to  approach  an  individual  or  an 


office.  Information,  if  given  to  me,  is  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy. But  when  a  Committee  of  this  House  shall  be  in« 
vested  with  authority,  the  doors  must  open,  the  papers 
must  be  exhibited,  and  tins  is  my  object 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  [Mr.  McDitfxis] 
has  recommended  a  division  of  the  resolution,  and  the  re- 
ference of  its  several  parts  to  different  Committees  of  the 
House.  Sir,  I  am  perfectly  content  that  this  honorable 
body  shall  dispose  of  the  resolution  just  as  it  shall  please. 
My  pledge  is  redeemed.  I  could  redeem  it  by  no  other 
means.  I  have  done  my  duty  by  submitting  the  resolu- 
tion, and  if  that  g-entleman  shall  offer  any  plan  for  divid- 
ing or  subdividing  it,  I  assure  him  I  shall  not  take  it  un- 
kindly ;  on  the  contrary,  I  will  so  hand  hi  hand  with  that 
gentleman,  in  any  arrangement  he  may  propose.  I  would 
only  observe,  that,  if  we  begin  to  fritter  away  the  resolu- 
tion, I  fear  the  object  of  it  will  never  be  accomplished. 
If  it  shall  be  thought  best  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  I  shall  be  entirely  satisfied.  The  evil  is 
a  crying-evil ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  existence  <  and  I 
want  to  know  how  the  contingent  fund  is  appropriated. 
I  will  therefore  suggest  a  modification  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  then  modified  the  second  resolution!  by  in- 
troducing, after  the  words  "with  instruction,"  the  words 
"to  inquire  into  and,"  so  as  to  make  it  read  ; 

"That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  insthictions  to  inquire 
into  and  report,"  &c 

This  modification  is  designed  solely  to  accommodate 
the  Wishes  of  the  House.  1  have  not  the  slightest  wish 
to  embarrass  any  gentleman  on  the  floor.  All  I  wish  is 
an  inquiry  ;  when  that  is  made  I  shall  be  content.  I  can 
then  return  to  my  constituents,  and  say  to  them  whether 
the  impression  I  had  on  this  subject  is  true  or  false.  Any 
proposition  of  gentlemen,  with  a  view  to  this  object,  will 
be  taken  kindly  by  me.  I  have  no  right  or  power  to 
dictate  to  this  House.  I  am  positive  only  on  one  thing*, 
and  that  is,  that  we  shall  resort  to  a  system  of  retrench- 
ment. 

Mr  RANDOLPH  said,  when  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  withdrew  his  motion  yesterday,  to  lay  this  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
it     But,  understanding  that  he  had  not  withdrawn  it,  I 
did  not  because  I  could  not  renew  it     The  gentleman 
from  South    Carolina,    with   that  courtesy   and  comity 
which  we  all  ought  to  shew  to  one  another,   did,  subse- 
quently,  withdraw  his  motion,   in  order  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  the  gentleman  who  moved  it,  and  who  has 
now  just  taken  his  seat,  to  make  explanations.     Tnat  op- 
portunity having  been  ample,  I  should  be  content  to  let 
the  matter  pass,  but  that  I  feel  myself  pled|fed  (to  use 
an  expression  which,  though  parliamentary,  is  not  strict- 
ly grammatical)  to  the  cause  of  retrenchment.    I  shall 
say  a  few,  a  very  few  words,  in  order  to  explain  the 
course  I  am  about  to  take,   and  which,  otherwise,  might 
appear  to  militate  against  that  cause.    Sir,  I  do  believe, 
that  retrenchment  is  required,    both  by  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  country,  and  by  the  voice  of  the  public     I 
concur  heartily  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
on  my  left,  [Mr.  Bucharak]  in  all  be  adi-ancecC  (in  as 
far  as  that  went.)  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this  ba 
case  in  which  reformation,   like  charity,(I  mean  modem 
charity)  begins  at  home — at  least  it  ought  to  begin  at 
home.    1  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  no  economical 
Government  could  ever  inhabit  such  a  House  as  this  1 1  do 
believe  we  never  shall  have  an  economical  Government  in 
such  an  establishment  as  the  present.     Thiay  however, 
may  be  a  peculiar  opinion  of  mine.     Yes,  sir,  reforma- 
tion must  begin  at  home.     I  do  not  mean  in  our  own  ca- 
ses as  members — I  am  not  going  to  start  the  per  diem 
question— God  forbid  !  We  had  enough  of  that  when  we 
sat  in  the  brick  building,  over  the  way,  (where  I  should 
be  very  glad  we  sat  now.)    I  believe  sir,  that  whatever 
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abuses  in«y  ex'ist  elsewbere,  we  can  go  with  them,  pari 
panu^  at  home,  and  shew  an  equal  case  of  abuse.     But» 
sir,  tl^  is  not  "the  accepted  time"— and  in  saying  this, 
I  do  not  speak  in  the  words  of  some  of  the  orators  over 
the  water,  who  never  will  find  an  "'accepted  time"  for 
parliamentary  or  economical  reform.     Every  effort  tliat  is 
made  now,  will  only  recoil  on  those  who  make  it^-will 
injure  the  cause,  not  further  it.    One  of  the  greatest  men 
and  best  patriots  that  ever  lived*  I  mean  John  De  Witt, 
whea  asked  how  he  managed  to  ^tX,  through  so  mudi 
business,  replied,  that  he  managed  it  <*by  doing  one  thing 
at  a  time"  Now,  sir,  I  beHeve  that  we  liave   "one  thing 
needful"  to  do,  and  I  am  for  doing  it.     I  will  not  indicate 
further  than  I  have  done,   what  that  ■'one  thing"  is      1 
say,  let  us  bring  to  bear  upon  that  object  the  whole  of 
our  strength,  all  ouf  ra^s,  light  and  heat,  into  one  focus. 
8ir,  we  know  that  even  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  highest  and 
most  palmy  state,  could  not  succeed  in   certain  reforms 
he  wished  to  introduce.    And  why,  sir  ?  Because  there 
was  a  countervailing  under-current,  too  strong  even  for 
bim  to  stem. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  not  to  add  another  to  the  number 
of  resolutions  which  are  to  be  taken  up  regularly  every 
morning— debated  for  an  hour  throughout  the  session, 
and,  at  the  end  of  it,  left  unfinished,  with  the  unfinished 
speech  of  some  gentleman  by  the  side  of  them ;  and  this 
resolution  will  infallibly  take  that  course,  unless  you  re- 
vise your  rules  and  orders,  or  unless  the  House  will  join 
me  in  a  motion  I  am  going  to  make.  Sir,  I  will  not  enter 
upon  one  of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  far- 
ther than  to  say  one  word  in  respect  to  the  school  at  West 
Point.  Sir,  that  School  is  a  contrivance  to  educate  the 
sons  of  the  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  poor.  But  I  will  not, 
by  farther  entering  into  this  subject,  bnng  all  that  force 
to  operate  against  me,  which  I  know  to  be  enlisted  in 
defence  of  that  Institution.  I  am  for  doing  one  thing  at 
A  time—- but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  every  poor  man 
in  this  country  who  buys  a  pound  of  sugar,  a  peck  of 
salt,  or  as  much  iron  as  will  point  his  plough  share,  can 
proudly  say  to  any  one  of  the  cadets  from  West  Point, 
••you  were  educated  at  my  expense."  Yes,  «r,  he  can 
say  this,  and  how  would  the  young  man  feel  under  such 
circumsUnces  ?  Certainly  as  I  would  not  feel  for  any 
consideration  that  can  be  named. 

T  had  rather  that  a  son  of  mine  shoukl  be  obliged  to 
make  his  mark,  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  write,  than 
that,  while  his  father  was  capable  of  bearing  all  the  ne- 
cessary charges,  he  should  be  educated  at  the  public  ex- 
pense.  Sir,  1  make  no  reflections  :  for  the  only  man  I  ever 
knew,  who  was  educated  under  such  circumstances,  is 
as  estimable,  as  worthy,  and  as  true  a  man  as  any  that 
lives.  1  n^ver  knew  but  one.  Sir,  it  is  just  as  easy,  tliat 
two  bodies  should  occupy  the  same  space,  as  that  all 
these  irons  should  be  in  the  fire  at  the  same  time,  and 
none  of  them  should  bum.  As  long  as  we  have  this  dead 
"height  against  us^  reformation  is  impossible.  I  defy  the 
committees  to  accomplish  any  thing— you*  may  turn  them 
all  into  the  Departments  and  they  will  do  nothing  ?  and 
vhen  I  say  this,  do  I  mean  to  cast  any  personal  reflec- 
tions ?  Certainly  not— not  at  all  sir— I  have  already  said 
that  Mr.  Jefferson^  even  in  his  highest  and  most  palmy 
state,  was  baffled  in  tl>e  attempt.  Sir,  there  are  certain 
interests  here  which  were  too  strong  for  him— they  are 
stronger  than  the  President,  and  stronger  than  thePeo- 
pie.  1  now  move  you  that  this  resolutron  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ble,  never  to  be  taken  up  again,  with  my  consent,  during 
the  present  session. 

The  question  now  being  about  to  be  put  on  laying  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  Mr.  CULPEPER  demanded  that 
it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  ofTeied  to  withdraw  tlie  mo- 
tion,  if  the  genUeman  from  North  Carolina  wished  to  sub- 
mit any  remarks  to  the  House* 


Mr.  CULPEPER  declining  to  do  so, 
Mr.  ARMSTRONG  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  reto- 
lution  as  modified.     It  having  been  read,  accordingly, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  asked  that  the  propositions  in  the  r. 
solution  might  be  separated,  so  that  a  vote  might  be  t&kcn 
on  laying  on  the  table  each  by  itself. 

The  SPEAKER  pronounced  this  not  to  be  in  order  ^ 
and,  thereupon. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  Mt 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negatiy©— Yeai  47-Nap 
149. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  the  following  amendment : 
«•  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Metm 
be  instructed  to  in<|uire  into  and  report  to  Ihn  How 
what  officers,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  roost  sdnntaJ^ 
ously  discontinued,  what  salaries  will  reasonably  bear  re- 
duction, and  such  other  means  of  retrenchment  j*  to  thtm 
may  seem  necessary.*'  ^    ^ 

The  SPEAKER  now  announced  that  tlic  bouraDotitd 
to  the  conwderation  of  resolutions  had  expired,  when 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of  ite 
day  for  the  purpose  of  continuing,  and,  if  p«»ble,c»Jr 
ing,  the  present  discussion. 

The  motion  prevailed,  ^yes  84,  Noes  83. 
The  resolution,  as  modified  having  been  igtm  rcul- 
Mr.    CULPEPER  said    he  should  rote  tgwwt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  froii^  New  York,  because  ii 
does  not  go  to  the  fiiU  exte  nt,  if  any  reform  be  nece»ij. 
but  he  should  vote  for  the  re  solution  of  the  gcnUciuin  fnjs 
Kentucky,  with  the  hope  that  he  would  not  8lopit,orDe 
content  with  the  reference  to  a  committee,  butpurw*"" 
some  practical  result.     And  I  will  pledge  myBcif  (ad  ar. 
C.)  to  go  with  the  gentleman  the  full  length.  Mio  we 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylnaa,  Uj»i  « 
should  begin  with  a  reduction  of  our  own  c<»V*Maw^ 
I  do  not  agree  with  him.     He  says  that  the  p«  i^^ 
lowance  to  members  is  too  low  to  cooipensiic  w  o^ 
loss  of  time,  though  more  than  sufficient  for  our  »pp 
while  here.    Sir,  (sud  Mr.  C)  1  have  not  pino^ 
enough  to  devote  my  time  to  the  pubbc  f<»  *  7!,*!;, 
port.    My  family  are  to  be  provided  for,  and  I  **u^'J 
tor  the  coropenaation  I  deem  just,  and  use  my  «^^ 
support  myself,  to  pay  my  debts,  to  support  my  tt»^ 
&c.  just  MS  I  would  the  avails  of  my  labor  on  m?  ^^  1 
or  any  where  else  :  and  1  deem  eigUt  doUm  w'wV^L. 
per  compensation,  and  I  shall  never  vote  *®^  J*"J    5.  I 
that  that  compensation  may  end  the  3d  March,  B^c.  bj"  ] 
the  gentleman  expresses  a  hope  that  we  have  p«^- 
middle  of  the  session.    Passed  the  middle  of  these* 
And  what  have  we  done  ?     We  have  passed  ojebiww^'f 
propriate  money  to  pay  our  own  salaries ;  *"*"*'jj;, 
progress  in  the  same  way,  judging  of  our  pW*^  ^ 
ture  from  the  past,  we  ahall  pass  one  more  bill  ;i»^V. 


bill  is  tliat  to  be  ?    Not  the  tariiT,  I  presume 


\(<^^ 


many  gentlemen  are  anxious  for  the  pat^gt  O'  ^^^^ 
yet  the  resolution  authorizing  the  committee  ^°^^ 
persons,  &c.  has  I  expect,  put  tlie  passage  of  «* 
out  of  dispute,  if  we  are  to  rise  the  3d  of  M**^;  j  , 
sir,  the  bill  on  that  subject,  if  not  defunct,  tfj«<^^^, 
sleep  for  the  present,  if  we  are  to  have  a  short  se»^ 
Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  suggeat  to  the  genU«iAV 
desires  reform,  to  amend  hia  resolution,  and  '*^*^.  .< 
ject  of  it  to  a  select  committee,  and  not  tothcCoin»_^ 
of  Ways  and  Means,  when  the  cooLTiittec  h»s  inii^ 
us  and  no  doubt  honestly,  that  they  cannot  have  vi^ 
make  the  inquiry.  Send  it  air,  to  a  select  comw*^^ 
let  the  subject  be  fully  investigated,  andlv^^P. 
lengths  with  the  gentleman  in  his  progress  <o*^j 
form  and  retrenchment,  if  any  ahaU  be  proTcUtoo^ 
cessary. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  aa  this  thing  is  to  be  ^^ 
so  far  from  having  reached   the  middle  of  the  bo* 
fear  we  have  only  began  it.     1  had  hoped  tb»«.  '^^ 
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beings  half  way,  we  were  two-thirds  through  it    I  do 
not  know  what  more  the  public  good  imperiously  re- 
quires, that  is  now  attainable,  than  that  we  should  pass 
the  other  appropriation  bill^  and  then  adjourn.    I  shall 
vote  against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Tatlok]  but  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
vote  in  favor  of  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltoit.]    I  cannot  agree  in  sending 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  < 
and  one  reason  is,  that  the  Chairman  of  that  committee 
has  very  truly  told  us,  that  he  would  be  sent,  without 
chart  or  compass,  upon  a  voyage  of  discovery,  to  find  out 
a  terra  incognita  ;  but,  if  adopted,  I  will  join  in  sending 
it  to  a  Select  Committee,  knowing,  from  what  has  passed, 
how  that  Committee  will  be  appointed—I  should  not  say 
knowing,  but  rather,  being  able  to  anticipate,  from  the 
usage  ol  the  House  in  all  such  cases.     If  this  subject  is 
to  be  brought  up,  I  hope  it  will  be  thoroughly  probed  { 
and  the  only  way  thoroughly  to  probe  it,  will  be,  to  have 
the  discussion,  first,  here,  on  the  general  principle-of  re- 
form. '  Let  gentlemen  here — in  this  House— determine 
i        whether  they  will  retrench,  and  then  point  out  what  offi* 
ces  can  be  spared,  and  what  salaries  can  be  reduced. 
Sir,  any  movement  at  this  time,  affecting  great  interests 
)        and  classes  of  men,  was  what  I  deprecated  when  my  very 
worthy  and  most  respectable  colleague  [Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
^         bovr]  brought  in  his  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Go- 
vernrtient  Stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  and, 
which,  although  the  House  refused  to  put  upon  the  ta- 
ble, finally  obtained  but  nine  votes  in  its  favor.     I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  here  in  my  place,  that  the  expenses  of 
this  Government  are  too  high,  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
duced, and  that,  as  soon  as  such  a  thing  is  practicable,  I 
am  ready  to  join  heart  and  hand  in  its  accomplibhment. 
Sir,  I  will  specify  one  or  two  particulars.     The  present 
salary  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  I  hope 
no  gentleman  will  understand  me  as  wishing  to  have  it 
increased,  has  remained  where  it  now  is  ever  since  it 
was  appointed,  hard  upon  forty  years  ago.     What  other 
salary  under  this  Government  is  in  the  same  situation  ? 
Is  there  one  other  >    When,  by  the  improvidence,  impru- 
dent conduct,  of  the  men  who  were  at  the  head  of  the 
'       Treasury,  and  of  the  Councils  of  this  House,  under  their 
auspices,   the  whole  country  was  deluged   with  paper 
money — when  the  people  of  the  United  States  were 
brought   to  this    pass,  that   their   trustees   exchanged 
their  notes,  bottomed  upon  every  foot  of  land  and  up- 
>      oil    every     shilling's  worth  of  productive  labor    of  the 
1     country,  aeainst  the  notes  of  certain  corporations  ;  yes, 
ezchangea  their   own  notes,  bearing  interest,    for  the 
notes   of  those  corporations,  bearing  no  interest — when 
they  agreed  to  allow  a  bonus  on  the  nominal  amount 
of  these   bank  notes,  equal  to  nearly  twenty,  certainly 
exceeding  ten  per  cent. — when  tobacco  was  worth  forty 
5    dollars  per  hundred,  for  choice   crops — when  cotton  was 
wortfi   thirty  dollars ;  and  fbr  a  single  slave,   a  common 
field   hand,  were  paid,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  twelve 
.-    hundred  dollars — when  land  was  at  a  price  w  hich  beggars 
'    all    belief,    (if  that  price  had  not  been  paid  in  worthless 
trash,  for  the  land  was,  in  fact  cheaper  than  it  is  now)— 
then,  sir,  the  salaries  of  all  the  ofiicers  of  this  Government 
'*    M-ere  riused.      1  will  point  to  one,   fabsii  invidiaj  that  of 
the  Attorney   General.     It  commenced,  I  believe,  with 
^1,200,  because  it  was  considered  that  the  very  office  it- 
self ^vwff  a  great  remuneration.     Since  then  it  has  been 
raised,  I  Icnow  not  how  often.     So,  all  the  salaries  have 
been  increased.     Sir,  have  any  been  diminished  ?    I  be 
Jieve  not  one — not  one  to  my  knowledge.    It  is  easy  to 
talk:  about  ''a  certain  style  of  living,"  and  about  the  dig 
nity  which  becomes  the  officers  of  this  Government.     Sir, 
m^^  mav  swell  like  the  poor  frog  in  the  fable,  till  we  burst, 
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to  equal  them,  until  our  people  shall  be  reduced  to  the 
■ame  state  of  misery  with  their  people.  Dignity  consists 
in  adapting  the  style  of  our  livmg  to  the  means  we  have 
to  live  on.  It  never  did  consist  in  expense  and  pageant- 
ry, especially  in  a  iGovernment  having  even  tne  sem- 
bl^ce  of  Republicanism.  Dignity,  like  happiness,  re- 
sides in  the  mind — it  is  in  the  man,  and  you  cannot  give 
it  by  any  station.  Sir,  there  was  as  much  true  di^* 
nity  in  Fabricius — ^there  is  now  as  much  true  dignity  in 
Fabricius,  as  tliere  ever  was  in  Louis  XIV. — the  grande 
monar^fuef  who  was  never  seen,  even  by  his  valei  de  chamr 
hrt,  without  the  paraphernalia  of  his  enormous  wig — in- 
I  eompUs  Curium  eapilUs ;  yes^  sir  there  was  as  much  dig- 
nity in  the  American  Curius  Dentatus,  I  mean  Roger 
Sherman,  as  in  any  of  the  Ambassadors  which  his  most 
Christain  Majesty  thought  fit  to  send  to  us,  then  his  very 
great,  dear  allies. 

Sir,  whenever  money  is  plenty,  and  every  thing  is  at 
the  highest  price,  that  price  forms  a  very  good  reason 
why  salaries  must  be  raised.     And  when  all  things  have 
fallen,  and  the  price  is  depreciated,  for  aught  I  know  90 
per  cent,  why  then,  nr,  the  times  are  so  hard  that  sala- 
ries cannot  be  reduced,  but,  on  the  contrary,  should  be 
raised.     So,  in  reference  to  the  emolument  of  Govern- 
ment, that  happens  which  happens  in  certain  other  insti- 
tutions, where  the  Directors,  the  Cashiers,  and  the  Presi- 
dents, take  good  care  of  themselves,  but  are  quite  regard- 
less of  the  Stockholders.     Sir,  in  this  Government,  the 
People  are  the  Stockholders,  and  all  I  look  at,  in  any  pub- 
lic man,  is,  whether  he  is  for  the  Stockholders,  or  mr  tho 
Directors.     This  is  my  test,  my  touchstone.     Yes,  sir, 
when  all  things  are  dear,  salaries  niust  be  raised,  because 
they  are  dear  ;  when  all  things  are  cheap,  still  salaries 
must  be  raised^  because  the  cheapness  of  every  thing 
shews  the  scarcity  of  money,  ami  that  the  times  are  hard. 
So,  sir,  to  use  one  of  my  homely  phmses,  and  that  languge 
is  understood  by  the  People,  and  is  the  only  language  I 
will  ever  use  when  speaking  to  them— -the  game  amounts 
to  this  :  Cross,  the  People  lose  ;  and  Pile,  their  rulers  win. 
Sir,  I  wish  to  know,  it  the  offices  of  this  Government 
were  filled  with  less  able  men,  when  Jeffenon  was  in  the 
Department  of  State,  Hamilton  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Knox,  aye,  sir,  Knox,  in  the  Department  of  War, 
and  Bradford  was  Attorney  General,  than  tliey  are  now  ? 
Were  our  officers,  with  about  one  half  the  present  sala- 
ry, less  dignified  then,  than  they  are  now,  with  double  the 
amount  ?     I  wish  to  know  if  that  (I  was  going  to  say)  un- 
rivalled Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  has  any  more 
dignity  now,  when  his  salary  is  $5090,  than  he  had  when 
it  was  $4000  f    Or  whether  his  Associates  are  more  digni- 
fied now  they  get  $4000,  than  they  were  when  the  sala- 
ry was  but  f3500  ^    They  are  the  same  men,  tliey  per- 
form the  same  service^  and  with  the  same  ability  and  in- 
te{prity.     Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  trespass  on  the  House  so 
long  as  I  have  done,  but  out  of  the  fullness  of  my  heart  I 
have  spoken.     Sir,  1  believe  that  the  country  I  live  in  is 
quite  as  well  off  as  any  of  those  adjacent  to  it,  and  this 
may  perhaps,  be  owing  lo  the  fact  of  its  being  too  far 
removed  from  any  Bank,  from  this  Pandora's  box,  for  us 
to  receive  our  full  portion  of  its  blessings,  which,  like 
those  of  the  evil  spirits,  are  curses.     But,  sir,  there  is 
hardly  a  man  in  the  sphere  of  my  knowledge,  who  makes 
one  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  his  plantation  and  stock. 
For  one  such,  I  can  shew  you  twenty  persons  whose  ac- 
count of  profit  and  loss,  if  they  keep  any,  will  exhibit  a 
balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  Leger.    Sir,  the  coun- 
try is  in  an  unexampled  state.     I  can  remember  nothing 
like  it,  though  I  Remember  well  when  Lord  Cornwallis 
passed  triumphantly  through  the  South,  carrying  all  be- 
fore him,  before  the  battle  of  Guilford.     1  remember 
well  the  peace  of '83,  and  even  then,  when  we  had  noth- 


but'we  cannot    equal  the  style  or  splendor  of  those  on   ing  like  this  state  of  things,  although  the  paper  money 
the  oth^r  si4^  of  tb^  wat^r.    And  we  never  shall  be  able   of  that  day  did  its  office,  we  bad  a  forty  shilling  year  for 
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tobacco,  and  fifteen  and  twenty  abilling  yews  for  many 
yean  thereafter;  and  yet  even  then  the  times  were  not  like 
these.     Sir,  there  is  not  a  planter  within  the  sphere  of  my 
knowledge,  ornot  a  farmer,  if  you  please,  with  no  other 
resource  out  his  farm,  who  has  one  shilling  at  the  end  of 
ttie  year,  eren  thoagh  he  may  not  liave  spent,  in  the 
course  of  it,  one  shilling  on  himself.     The  expenses  swal- 
low  up  all  the  profits,  and,  in  most  cases,  far  exceed  them. 
And  why  is  this  ?    Sir,  we  hare  been  legislated  into  this 
th'ing — would  to  God,  we  could  be  legisUted  out  of  it 
again— yoci&s  <fesc«Mu*  -ffwrni.     Aye,  Sir,  but  the  return 
revoeare  gradum  superasp^e  evadere  ad  aura»  hie  labor, 
hoc  opus  eit.    Sir,  we  have  been  impoverished  till  we 
have  scarce  enough  of  spirit  left  to  act  like  men.     Yet  we 
hear  that  the  expenses  of  this  Government  are  only  such 
as  comport  with  the  digriity— yes.  Sir,  the  dtgiuty  of  a 
poor  man  with  a  Sherift  at  his  back — such  as  compoK 
with  the  dignity  of  this  great  Metropolis.     The  dignity, 
Sir,  of  vainly  endeavoring  to  rival  the  Representatives  of 
Autocrats  and  Kings,  instead  of  exercising  Industry  and 
Economy.     But  when  I  say  economy,  I  do  not  mean 
merely  the  economy  of  lopping  off.    I  know  vciy  well. 
Sir,  that  economy  is  one  thing,  and  parsimony  is  quite 
another.     But  I  would  couple  industrjr  with  frugality, 
and  associate  it  with  all  the  domestic  virtues.     But  no» 
Sir,  our  sons  must  be  educated  at  the  pubKc  expense, 
and  when  the  People  are  Sn  distress,  we  must  look  from 
their  own  or  our  improvidence  for  some  canal,  or  some 
road,  or  some  woollen  manufactory,  to  any  thing  for  relief 
-»but  industry  and  self  denial— and  to  ascribe  the  disease 
to  any  thing  but  the  true  cause,  unwise  legislation  and 
prodigality.     And  when  I  say  this»  Sir,  I  dont  mean  to 
exempt  the  States  from  the  charge.     No,  sir,  not  at  all. 
I  do  not  mean  to  exempt  Virginia,  and  I  will  never  vote 
for  a  man  to  represent  me  in  her  Legislature,  who  will 
not  there  vote  for  short  sessions  and  low  taxes.     And  if  it 
becomes  necessary,  as  it  never  yet  has  been,  I  will  turn 
out,  Sir,  and  electioneer  against  him  upon  these  very 
grounds. 

That  is  a  gfood  Government  which  takes  from  the  Peo- 
ple nothing  that  it  can  spare.  I  mean  nothing  that  the 
Government  cai)  do  without.  I  would  always  gire  the 
requisite  supplies.  Yes,  sir,  I  would  not  stop  the  sup- 
plies unless  the  Government  refused  to  redress  grievan- 
ces ;  but,  if  it  did,  I  would  follow  the  example  of  those 
very  ancestors  who  are  now  quoted  on  the  other  side. 
Yes,  sir,  I  would  then  sttfp  the  supplies.  I  would  not 
hesitate  to  vote  against  any  item  in  an  appropriation  bill ; 
yes,  sir,  and  against  the  appropriation  bill  itself,  if  I  could 
get  at  my  object  in  no  other  way.  Sir,  we  are  the  keep- 
ers of  the  People's  money,  'and  what  other  function  can 
be  so  important  f  If  you  let  me  have  the  keeping  of 
your  money,  I  sliall  be  very  glad  to  be  discharged  from 
the  custody  of  your  person  and  the  protection  of  your 
wife  and  children.  Such  a  state  of  thmg^  would  benefit 
me  much  more  than  if  you  were  an  Ethiopian.  Sir.  look 
at  the  condition  of  other  People.  Look  at  the  state  of 
the  Irisii,  that  brave,  honest,  gallant,  warm-hearted  Peo- 
ple (too  warm  hearted,  I  grant  you,  sometimes,  when 
their  Iiearts  sail  too  fast  for  their  heads.)  They  are  the 
most  oppressed  of  the  human  race.  I  make  no  excep- 
tion, sir  ;  no,  none  at  all :  But  do  I  take  part  witli  their 
?    Far  from  it.     Look  at  the  People  of  Eng- 


I  ask  the  House  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  sea-girt 
And,  sir,  I  hesitate  not  to  acknowledge  tliat  I  ^el 


oppressors 

land. 

isle. 

towartls  that  country  as  a  Greek  of  Syracuse  would  feel 

towards  Peloponnesus.     The  French,  indeed,  are  not  so 

badly  off,  yet  many  of  them  arc  extremely  wretched,  if 

that  can  be  called  an  extreme,  which,  like  Milton's  fire, 

has  an  extreme  still  more  fierce  beyond  it.     You  see 

there  the  same  empyricism,  the  same  Charlatanerie  that 

we  see  here,     lliere  is,  at  this  moment,  within  three 

mUes  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  more  misery  and  more 


vice  than  exists  on  the  whole  of  North  America,  tbs  West 
Indies  included.  And  what  is  the  cure,  sir  ?  The  ]ihi- 
lanthropists,  instead  of  ferreting  out  that  which  is  imme- 
diately iinder  their  noses,  or  rather  which  they  are  plad 
to  slop  their  noses  to  avoid,  occupy  themselves  in  taking 
care  of  the  slaves  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor,  Mr.  Beckford, 
Mr.  Hibbcrt,  and  other  West  India  gentlemen,  whose 
condition,  in  comparison  with  the  canailk  of  St.  Giles's^ 
St.  Peter's,  Westminster,  and  other  quarters  of  London, 
is  a  condition  of  independence,  virtue,  and  happiness. 
The  misery  before  their  eyes  they  cannot  see — their  phi- 
lanthropy acts  only  at  a  distance.  (I  will  not  say  only, 
for  there  are  some  very  good  men,  no  doubt,  who  do  re- 
lieve the  sufferings  at  home.)  Th<;ir  philanthropy  acts  on- 
ly through  their  ears,  and  not  through  their  eyes — they 
reverse  the  Horatian  maxim,  that  what  a  man  sees  affects 
him  more  than  what  he  hears.  Sir,  there  are  lazzanni — 
I  used  the  word  because  they  are  so— there  are  lanorDiu 
all  over  Europe,  and  I  am  far  from  sure  that  we  shall  not 
have  some  of  them  here— they  were  lazzaroni  only  who 
took  up  arms  in  defence  of  Naples — sturdy  beggars,  if 
you  please^^urdy  dogs — but  as  far  above  the  condition 
of  the  oppressed  peasantry  of  Ireland  in  food  and  rai- 
ment, as  a  slave  here  is  above  the  condition  of  a  slave  in 
the  West  Indies. 

Sir,  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  have  wandered  somewhat 
from  the  point  in  debate — seduced,  probably,  by  that 
very  kind  attention  which  the  House  has  accorded  to  me. 
If  there  is  any  gentleman  who  thinks  I  bare  said  too 
much-^that  I  have  said  what  I  ougtit  not  to  say,  or,  not 
as  I  ought  to  have  said  it— hst  such  a  gentleman  reiirem- 
ber  that  it  has  not  been  owing  to  me  that  this  tuhjcct  is 
here.  For  myself,  I  should  be  satisfied  if  we  could  pass 
the  other  appropriation  bill,  and  then  go  home.  I  Vio^ 
we  shall  pa.«is  upon  such  salaiies  as  ;^re  to  be  abdUabed  or 
retrenched  here,  in  this  House,  and  not  suffer  the  subject 
to  go  to  a  committee  at  all,  until  we  shall  hare  settled  d^ 
principle.  I  am  in  favor  neither  of  the  amendment,  tm 
of  the  resolution.  I  sliall  vote  against  both.  If  we  a^e 
of  opinion  that  any  officer  of  the  Government  receive 
too  much  salary,  why  must  we  send  one  of  our  commit- 
tees on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  or  rather  of  un-diacovcfV' 
for  they  can  and  will  discover  nothmg. 

Sir,  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present.  I  hare  many  and 
heavy  things  to  say^high  matter,  sir-^when  the  pn»ftf 
time  shall  come  {  but  I  reserve  it  until  then. 

Mr.  BARNE7  being  opposed  to  the  amendment,  s£d 
he  was  unwilling  to  bt:  confined  by  a  rigid  constmcUan 
of  the  rules  of  order  to  a  discussion  of  their  merits,  xad 
would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  in  noticing  tbe 
remarks  submitted,  while  the  original  proposition  wa 
under  consideration.  His  mercantile  education  indtiofj 
him  always  to  (Icsire  to  close  promptly  every  acrmnt 
opened  against  him,  and  he  hoped  that  the  debate  rfxid 
not  lenve  him  in  debt^  as  he  was  anxious  not  to  appeal  \a 
this  House  a  public  defiiulter. 

Mr.  B.  acknowledged  many  obligations  to  the  Koocn- 
ble  member  from  Pennsj-lvama,  [Mr.  Bucraxax}  f«r  fea 
occasional  notice  of  him,  and  proposed,  in  th«  fir^  '^ 
stance,  to  discharge  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  hiai> 
This  gentleman  has  declared,  that,  for  many  years»  it  hts 
been  his  serious  conviction,  that  the  per  diem  cvrnpenAa- 
tion  was  too  large,  and  yet  he  has  drawn  the  full  amour.t 
from  the  Treasury,  and  appropriated  it  to  his   individu^ 
use,  without  ever  having  submitted  a  proposition  to  re- 
duce it.     Sir,  it  is  conscience  doth  make  cowards  of  ls 
all.     I  presume  not  to  judge  fur  others  {  but,  had  ll  ^ 
been  my  conviction,  my  conscience  would   have  dictaieJ 
a  different  course.     No  member  on  this  floor  enjoys,  cr 
is  justly  entitled  to  higher  consideration  than  the  gYoilr 
man  from  Pennsylvania ;  occupying  a  distinguished  sX*- 
tion  on  one  of  the  most  important  committees,  a  m«tioa 
from  him  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
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compensation  would  have  carried  great  weight.  I  can- 
not learn  that  such  an  intimation  has  ever  been  made.  I 
know  not  the  rate  at  which  he  values  his  services.  I 
have  ever  attached  to  them  the  highest  value.  I  learn 
that  six  dollars  a  day  is  his  own  estimate  :  he  certainly 
does  himself  injustice  in  the  appraisement.  The  Trea- 
sury would  not  gain  much  by  the  difference— yet  my 
course  would  have  been  to  compromise  with  my  con- 
science, and  draw  just  as  mucli  as  I  thought  myself  fair- 
ly entitled  to,  leaving  the  balance  for  public  use.  Mr. 
B.,  however,  did  not  desire  that  his  opinions  should  be- 
come the  rule  of  action  for  others  j  he  found  the  pay  fix- 
ed at  ciglit  dollars,  and  was  willing  to  leave  it  so— reserv- 
ing to  himself  the  privilege  of  disbursing  any  surplus 
that  might  remain,  af^er  paying  his  bills  in  Washington, 
to  defray  the  expense  of  an  electioneering  campaign . 

He  coincided  in  opinion  with  his  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  whole  amount  was  no  compensation  for  the 
sacrifice  made,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  by  every 
member  on  this  floor.  Were  his  pursuits  of  a  profession- 
al character,  the  income  derived  from  bis  practice  roast 
be  small,  indeed,  if  it  did  not  exceed  a  thousand  dolhirs 
a  year ;  was  he  a  merchant  or  a  farmer,  his  entire  ne- 
glect and  abandonment  of  his  domestic  pursuits  must 
prejudice  them  at  least  that  amount.  In  his  judgment, 
their  constituents  did  not  require  of  them  to  make  any 
reduction,  which,  if  done  at  all,  would  go  back  to  the  old 
rates  of  six  dollars,  and  the  saving  was  not  worlh  the  dis- 
cussion. 

The  gentleman  firom  Kentucky  commenced  his  argu- 
ment this  morning  under  some  excitement,  caused  by  my 
notice  of  his  intr^uctory  remarks  yesterday.    I  regret  \i, 
because,  disposed  to  treat  every  gentleman  with  respect, 
I  would  not  be  deficient  in  courtesy  to  young  members : 
fur  their  country  have  much  (o  hope  for  them ;  and,  if 
any  individual  of  this  House  will  say  that  1  was  wanting 
in  courtesy,  1  will  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  and  atone 
for  it.     In  allusion  to  ihy  venerable  self,  he  certainly  has 
forgotten  the  respect  due  to  my  supposed  age :  for,  in 
fact,  there  cannot  be  many  years  difference  between  us. 
1  thank  Heaven  I  still  have  some  of  the  fire  of  youthful 
blood  in  my  veins  s  and,  notwithstanding  my  alleged  im- 
becility, I  have  just  discernment  enough  to  see  that  he  is 
on  such  good  terms  with  himself,  that  I  will  not  seek  to 
disparage  him  in  his  own  esteem,  by  retorting  any  uncour- 
teous  epithets  $  and,  if  he  is  in  love  witK  himself,  would 
not  rob  him  of  a  rival :  for,  where  ignorance  is  bliss,  it 
were  folly  to  be  wise.     He  has  gravely  asked,  why  his 
constituents  send  him  here  ?  On  my  conscience,  although 
I  have  reflected  on  the  subject,  I  do  not  know — there- 
fore cannot  give  him  a  satisfactory  answer.    He  alleges 
that  I  have  considered  him  a  bird  of  flight.     Not  so.    1 
frankly  say  to  the  gentleman,  tliat,  ere  he  has  arrived  at 
iny  advanced  age,  (I  speak  in  reference  to  my  political 
life,)  his  experience  will  convince  him  that  a  few  days' 
residence  here  is  too  short  to  allow  him  to  arrive  at  a  con- 
clusion that,  in  this  (which  I  consider  the  most  economi- 
cal Government  on  earth)  extravagance  and  prodigality 
have  full  sway,  and  that  he  is  competent  to  the  great 
work  of  reform.     Earnestly  desiring  to  cultivate  the  good 
will  of  all  mankind,  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  move  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
in  this  Hall,  with  whom  it  is  my  duty  to  co-operate  \  and, 
to  convince  the  gentleman  that  1  feel  none  of  the  irrita- 
bility of  old  age,  I  proffer  him  the  right  hand  of  fellow, 
•hip,  with  unfeigned  sincerity.    On  a  proper  occasion,  I 
stm  ready,  in  the  language  of  my  chevalier  fnend  from 
Missiasippi,  to  cavil  on  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair,  and  go  as 
far  as  him  who  dares  go  farthest.     Age  shall  not  shield 
me  from  responsibility  here  or  elsewhere. 

in  point  of  fortune,  I  can  assure  the  gentleman,  there 
can  be  but  little  disparity  between  us.  I  will  not  thank 
niy  God  I  am  not  worth  a  ducat ;  but«  if  merely  a  suffi-  j 


ciency  to  live  with  economy  and  industry,  places  us  on  a 
par,  we  are  so.  He  supposes  that  the  franking  privilege 
enjoyed  by  members,  pives  great  political  influence.  If 
but  one  party  existed,  it  might  be  thus  exercised ;  bat  so 
nearly  are  they  equipoise^,  that  a  counteracting  and  neu- 
tralising influence  is  produced,  and  no  misrepresentation 
can  circulate  among  the  People  uncontradicted.  As  for 
my  single  self,  I  care  not  how  soon  it  is  abolished.  The 
proceeds  of  public  lands  are  supposed  to  be  diminished 
by  the  heavy  expenses  attending  the  survey  and  sale  of 
them.  From  one  of  these  much-abused  pile  of  printed 
documents  which  encumber  our  tables,  I  learn  that  the 
sum  total  of  expense  amounts  to  but  three-fourths  per 
cent. :  so  that,  of  thirty  one  millions  of  dollars  received 
into  the  public  I'reasury  from  this  source,  not  quite  one 
million  has  been  deducted,  to  meet  charges  of  every  de- 
scription. Averse  to  the  proposition  submitted.  In  every 
shape,  more  especially  as  the  honorable  mover  has  not, 
af^er  few  weeks  devoted  to  public  life,  been  able  to  point 
out  a  soliUry  instance  of  prodigality  or  extravagance — 
yet  if  a  single  one  shall  be  designated,  I  pledge  myself  to 
vote  for  the  reference. 

The  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Raw- 
oolph]  has  said,  that  it  is  best  to  do  one  thing  at  a  time^ 
and  that  this  is  not  the  accepted  time  to  do  the  one  thing 
needful.  I  most  respectfully  dissent  from  that  gentleman. 
Now  is  the  time,  now  the  hour  most  propitious,  in  my 
humble  opinion. 

This  nation  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  exerci«e  their 
sovereign  authority  in  the  choice  of  their  rulers.  Al- 
though I  should  find  myself  in  an  awkward  dilemma,  yet 
once  convinced  that  there  is  any  lurking  prodigality,  any 
deeds  of  darkness  which  cannot  bear  the  light  of  noon- 
day, and  I  will  enter  into  the  scriitiny  heart  and  hand,  ' 
and  aid  in  bringing  it  into  prominent  relief,  and  when 
convinced  of  its  existence,  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
place  honest  men  in  the  high  places  which,  it  is  alleged, 
are  now  improperly  filled  ;  and  if  retrenchment  and  eco- 
nomy have  not  been  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  four 
years  preceding  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  will  assist  in  ele- 
vating men  who  will  establish  them  on  a  firm  basis. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New-York,  said,  he  had  never  failed 
to  support  motions  of  inquiry  into  the  public  expendi- 
ture.    Whenever  a  member  of  this  House,  rising  in  his 
place,  demands  a  scrutiny  in  regard  to  offices  which  he 
considers  unnecessary,  or  salaries  which  he  deems  unrea- 
sonable, we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  constituents, 
patiently  to  hear,  and  candidly  to  examine  the  subject. 
He  would  not  stop  short  of  him  who  was  disposed  to  go 
farthest  in  his  career  of  retrenchment  and  correction  of 
abuses.     But  he  wished  to  ghre  to  the  resolution  a  de- 
finite and  intelligible  form.    He  wished  to  disencumber  it 
of  its  equivocal  and  argunientative  expressions,  and  simj 
ply  enjoin  upon  the  Committee  the  doing  of  tliat  which 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltoit]  appears 
desirous  to  have  performed.     He  sets  out,  said  Mr.  T. 
in  his  preambulatory  resolution,  by  declaring,  **  that  it  is 
expedient  to  dischai^  the  national  debt  without  una- 
voidable delay."    If  this  expression  is  intended  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  every  resource  of  taxation,  direct  and 
indirect,  ougfht  now  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pediting the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt,  Mr. 
T.  said,  it  would  find  few  advocates,  either  in  this  House 
or  out  of  it.    No  man  would  risk  his  reputation — lie  would 
not  say  as  a  statesman,  but  as  a  man  of  common  sense — 
by  proposing  for  that  purpose,  to  lay  a  direct  tax  on  the 
States  of  this  Union,  or  by  re-enacting  the  excises  and 
double  postages  to  which  necessity  compelled  us  to   re- 
sort, during  the  late  war.     What,  then,  does  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  propose  ?    Dues  he  wish  to  divert 
the  prog^ss  of  our  half-finished  public  works  ?    Our  for- 
tifications, the  Cumberland  RoaJ,  the  improvement  of 
harbors  and  navigable  rivers,  the  extension  of  post  roads^ 
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the  purehase  and  preservation  (if  aliip-tiinbert  and  arm- 
ing the  militia  }    I  tniat  not.     No  such  intention  is  avow 
ed,  and  I  presume,  said  Mr.  T.  none  such  is  entertained) 
and  yet  these  expenditures  may  be  ayoided,  and,  if  not 
avoided,  will  delay  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt. 
If  I  undersUnd  the  object  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
•aid  Mr.  T.  it  is  to  abolish  useless  offices,  to  reduce  ex- 
travagant salaries,  and  to  apply  the  savings  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt.    That  object  is  distinctly  kept  in  view 
by  my  amendment,  without  encountering  the  objection- 
able features  of  the  original  resolution.     Whatever  shall 
be  saved  by  retrenchment!  under  the  existing  laws,  must 
be  applied  to  pay  our  debts.     At  the  close  of  the  last  war, 
the  party  which  had  declared  it,  and  had  carried  the  coun- 
try successfully  through  its  perils,  considered  its  work  but 
half  done,  until  provision  was  made  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try from  the  burden  it  had  left  on  sur  shoulders.     Our 
debt  at  that  time  exceeded  120  millions  of  dollars.     For 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  gradual  re- 
imbursement of  tlie  principal,  a  sinking  fund  was  establish- 
ed, which,  in  its  regular  operation,' has  paid  the  interest, 
and  already  reduced  the  principal  of  that  debt,  to  65  mil- 
lions of  dollars.     Not  only  have  the  pledged  ten  millions 
been  thus  applied,  but  also  all  the  surpluses  which  remain- 
ed in  the  Treasury,  over  and  above  the  sum  limited  by  law. 
There  was,  indeed,  a  period,  said  Mr.  T.  during  the 
last  Administration,  when  the  condition  of  the  Treasury 
was  such,  that  it  could  not  regularly  pay  to  the  Commis- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  the  annual  ten  millions.   The 
appropriations  remained  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury, 
and  although  loans,  to  the  amount  of  several  millions, 
were  authorized  and  negociated,  the  Treasury  utill  re- 
mained debtor  to  the  Commissioners.     It  was  in  this  con- 
dition of  the  country,  when,  on  the  one  hand  we  were 
increasing  our  debt  by  loans  from  banks  and  individuals, 
and,  on  the  other,  not  paying  our  debt  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  that  the  reformers,  the  much  abused  radicals,  of 
whom,  said  Mr.  T.  I  was  one,  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
Army,  rank  and  file,  from  10,000  to  6000  men,  and  dis- 
banding useless  officers.     This  operation  saved  about  a 
million  a  year,  which  has  already  amounted  to  seven  or 
eight  millions,  without  the  least  injury  to  the  public  ser- 
vice.    Since  then,  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  has 
been  more  flourishing.     Within  the  last  three  years,  it 
has  paid  the  balances  it  owed  to  the  Sinking  Fund.    The 
principal  of  the  public  debt  has  been  extingfuished  to  an 
amount  exceeding  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  and 
nearly  twelve  millions  paid  for  interest.     The  speedy  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  remaining  debt  can  only  be  arrested 
by  some  unlooked-for  national  calamity.     It  has  been 
steadily  and  most  successfully  pursued  by  the  present 
and  preceding  administrations.    It  is  the  settled  policy 
of  this  government,  in  which  all  men  of  all  parties  unite. 
IVhy,  then,  is  it  now  brougjit  forward,  as  if  it  were  some 
new  discovery  ?     Surely,  it  cannot  be  neceasaiy,  for  the 
purpose  of  confirming  our  couni^  to  abolish  useless  of- 
fices or  reduce  extravagant  salaries.    I  have  been  no  ad- 
vocate, said  Mr.  T.  for  raising  salaries.     Most  of  the  laws 
increasing  them,  both  in  the  Legishttive  and  Executive 
branches  of  this  Government,  have  been  passed  in  oppo- 
sition to  my  vote.     When  the  Secretaries  at  the  head  of 
Executive  Departments  had  smaller  salaries,  they  lived 
less  ifexpensively.    They  were  not  required— it  was  not 
expected  of  them — ^that  they  should  keep  open  house, 
and  entertain  all  Members  of  Congress  and  strangers,  who 
might  visit  the  seat  ot  Government.     Most  of  them  could 
not  do  it  without  ruin  to  their  private  fortunes.     When 
you  raised  their  salaries  to  six  thousand  dollars,  you  did 
them  no  service.    You  imposed  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  living  in  more  splendor,  but  in  less  comfort.     Put  the 
salaries  back  to  the  old  standard,  and  they  will  have 
more  time  for  private  study  and  public  duties ;  and  1 
doubt  not  you  w'dl  have  their  tlianks. 


My  amendment,  said  Mr.  T.  does  not  propose  to  strike 
from  the  resolution  one  word  of  substance.  It  only  ex- 
punges those  parts,  to  some  of  which  serious  objections 
apply  in  point  of  fkct,  and  all  of  which  are  at  best  use- 
less. It  leaves  the  instruction,  unchanged  and  unre- 
stricted, in  the  very  words  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that,  if  the  House  thouM de. 
termine  to  adopt  any  resolution  on  the  subject  ofrefonn, 
at  the  present  time,  it  ought  to  contain  a  distinct  propo- 
sition, that  it  was  expedient  to  dlschirge  the  national 
debt  as  soon  as  possible.  For  this  reason,  be  couid  not 
vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentlemsn  fron 
New-York,  [Mr.  Tatloe.]  When  that  gentlemsn  idot- 
ed  an  amendment,  which,  if  it  should  prerail,  vooU 
strike  out  alUhht  part  of  the  original  resolution  which  re- 
lated  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  he  ei- 
pected  to  hear  some  rcMons  urged  for  such  an  omiasioD. 
In  this  he  had  been  disappointed. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I  know  it  has  become  very  h^m^k 
in  the  present  day,  to  say,  that  we  arc  dischirgisg  |he 
public  debt  too  rapidly.  Many  deplore  that  it  is  meliiiV 
away  so  fast :  and  although  it  has  not  been  openly  avow- 
ed that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  bleanng,  yet  sucli  isthe 
necessary  tendency  of  the  remarks  which  we  often  bar. 
Upon  this  subject,  I  beg  the  House  to  recur  to  the  pi< 
history  of  the  country.  What  was  the  amount  of  off 
debt  before  the  late  war  ?  Uhad  been  so  much  redowj 
that  a  very  wise  and  a  very  great  statesmsn  felthiBBd 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  our  surplus  revenue  could  be « 
pended,  after  the  debt  should  be  entirely  exOnguislw- 
To  accomplish  this  purpose,  amendments  to  the  Cowtn 
tution  were  recommended.  But  war  caine;JM'o«« 
than  three  years,  the  public  debt  incressedMw/- 
live  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  «n»  » 
was  a  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  thit,»V»** 
it  was  our  duty  to  prepare  for  war.  How  csn  few"*^ 
prepare,  than  by  paying  our  debts  >  .\cconhag  ^o »« 
system  which  has  been  pursued  by  this  Go^*"^''*^ 
iU  origin,  we  have,  compairatively  speaking,  no  rww" 
left,  in  time  of  war,  but  a  resort  to  loans.  TUey«W 
alone,  must  support  our  credit  in  the  day  of  tn»l ;  tf^ 
this  resource  had  nearly  been  exhausted  befofcUiecflK 
of  the  hist>ar.  What  has  once  been, experiences u^^ 
us  may  be  again.  A  war,  by  injuring  our  foreign  tnr^ 
wouM  cut  off  many  of  the  sources  of  <«' ^*'J]J\^ 
we  should  be  compelled  ajgain  immedUtely  to  ww/ 
loans.  I  wish,  then,  if  possible,  to  be  dear  «/»\"" 
another  war  shall  commence.  Our  debt,  redocrt  * 
has  been,  is  still  much  larger  than  it  wasat  tlictkcfai^ 
of  the  late  war.  A  future  war  would,  in  a  '^'Y  JJ^T* 
raise  it  higher  than  it  ever  has  been.  I  am,  ^^'J^^ 
favor  of  husbanding  all  our  resources,  and  wJJ?^ 
whole  surplus,  not  absolutely  necessary  for  other  o^ 
to  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt.  lt»»^ 
we  shall  pass  the  resolution,  1  trust  that  thuwp* 
stand  in  the  front  rank.  ^.  w 

I  know  that  the  process  of  "tinp***"*  T,^  as 
been  rapidly  advancing  for  •cverslyeais.sndiw' 
complain  that  the  present adminiftration hw«««\  • 
applied  the  ainking  fund  to  this  purpose.  ^"*^^' 
not  pretend  to  be  their  friend,  yet  I  am  wiUinj  ^, 
they  have  gone  on  to  carry  into  e^"^**  ^***  **i^ 
that  fund,  which  was  so  wisely  enacted  by  our  pjcoojj 
sors.  This  rapid  extinguishment  of  the  ?^"^°\^ 
been  productive  of  much  good  to  the  country.  *' 
otlier  benefits,  it  has  essentially  promoted  *>!^ -j^ 
factures,  by  forcing  capital  into  that  channel  ^^^ 
which  would  never  have  been  thus  employ"^  ^, 
Imve  remained  in  the  public  stock.  l»**f"^/j),B 
amendment  which  shall  not  embrace,  in  o*^^^ 
tl»e  position  that  the  public  debt  ought  to  be  eUi««*^ 
ed  as  speedily  as  possible.  , .  um 

Mr.  B,  said  he  would  reply  in  a  few  wads  to  Im  ^ 
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from  Maryland  [Mr.  Bariybt.]    He  reciprocated  the  term 
friendi  because  he  believed  he  could  do  so  towards  that 
gentleman  with  propriety.    Said  Mr.  B.,  when  I  express- 
ed myself  friendly  to  the  reduction  of  our  own  per  diem 
allowance,  I  trust  neither  that  gentleman,  nor  any  other 
upon  this  floor,  attributed  my  remarks  to  the  grovelling 
and  selfish  desire  of  courting  popularity.    The  people  of 
this  country  are  too  clear-sighted  and  too  intelligent  to  be 
deceived  by  such  pretences.    I  here  distinctly  avow,  that 
the  saving  of  money  to  the  public  treasury  was  far  from 
being  the  chief  reason  which  influenced  my  mind  in  ar- 
riving at  the  conclusjon  that  our  per  diem  should  be  re- 
duced.    I  firmly  believe  that  my  own  constituents  would 
not  regard  it  a  single  straw,  whether  I  should  vote  for 
eight  or  for  four  dollars  per  day.     My  motive  was  of  u 
iMglicr  nature.     My  remarks,  I  Inis^,  sprung  from  a  no- 
bler source.     If  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
CuLPBPBa]  had  reasoned  upon  the  fact  which  he  stated, 
and  had  drawn,  the  fair  deduction  from  it,  he  would,  I 
think  feel  the  force  of  the  remarks  which  I  intend  to 
make.     He  says  that  but  one  bill  has  passed  into  a  law 
during  the  present  session,  and  that  one  is  %  bill  providing 
for  the  pay  i»f  the  members  of  Congress.     I  would  ask 
that  gentleman,  why  is  this  the  case  ?  Why  has  not  more 
business  been  done  >   If  he  had  asked  himself  these  ques- 
tions, he  would  probably  have  discovered  the  true  origin 
of  my  remarks.     1  wish  to  speak  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  members  of  this  House,  when  I  say  it  is  my  desire, 
by  reducing  our  wages,  to  make  it  our  interest,  as  well 
as  ourdut}',  to  do  the  business  of  the  country  as  it  arises, 
and  go  home  as  soon  as  possible.     1  do  not  wish  to  be  in 
a  h'lrry— I  do  not  wish  to  act  without  due  deliberation  ; 
and  yet,  (  firmly  believe  that  the  public  business  might 
be  better  transacted  than  it  is  at  present,  in  little  more 
than  half  the  period  of  our  long  sessions.     I  do  not  pro- 
fess to  be  "an  aged  gentleman  j*'  but  yet,  upon  this  sub- 
ject,  I  can  speak  in  the  language  of  experience,  and  am 
glad  tl»*t  there  are  many  gentlemen  around  me  who  can 
correct  me  If  I  should  fall  Into  error.    I  would  ask,  what 
has  been  the  course  of  legislation  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore pursued  ?  What  have  we  done  during  the  first  half  of 
every  long  session  >    I  answer,  comparatively  nothing. 
The  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
£Mr.  Oolpkpbb]  in  regard  to  the  business  which  has  been 
transacted  during   the  present  session,  is  substantially 
true  of  those  that  are  past.    But  I  do  not  complain  of  the 
waste  of  time  alone.     The  necessary  consequence  of  this 
manner  of  proceeding  is  to  force  tlve  whole  business  of 
the  session  in  a  solid  mass  upon  the  House  near  its  close. 
Then  we  have  so  much  to  do,  that  we  can  do  nothing 
weji.     There  is  neither  time  nop  opportunity  for  investi- 
l^tinn  ;  and  measures  are  adopted,  the  natqre  and  cha- 
racter of  which  cannot  be  understood  by  the  House.    Im- 
mediately before  the  close  of  the  session,  we  are  employ- 
ed in   passing  bills  until  12,  1,  2.  and  3  o'clock  in  tlie 
morning.     I  have  been  upon  this  floor  at  a  late  period  of 
the  nt^ht,  when  important  amendments  were  arriving 
every  few  minutes  from  the  Senate,  which  were  adopted, 
when,  I  believe,  there  were  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
members  present.     I  do  know  that  it  was  then  in  the 
power  of  any  imtividual,  by  merely  calling  for  a  division, 
to  defeat  any  of  these  measures.     This  would  have  fur- 
nished official  information  to  the  Speaker  that  a  quorum 
was  not  present,  and  then  no  business  could  have  pro- 
ceeded. 

When  the  spirit  of  reform  ts  abroad,  I  wish  to  try  the 
ezperjment,  whether  we  should  not  do  more  business, 
and  do  it  better,  in  a  shorter  time,  if  our  pay  were  less. 
I  say  we,  because  I  am  conscious  that  I  like  money  quite 
us  well,  and  h.ive  been  quite  as  much  to  blame,  as  other 
members.  As  to  the  saving  of  a  few  dollars  per  d.iy,  out 
of  the  pay  of  each  member,  to  the  People  of  the  United 
States,  they  diaregard  it,  and,  in  that  view  of  the  subject. 
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I  disregard  it.  I  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, in  believing  it  to  be  small  game.  If  its  tendency, 
however,  should  be,  as  I  believe  it  would,  to  direct  our 
attention  more  earnestly  to  the  public  business  of  the 
cotinlry,  and  to  induce  us  to  apply  ourselves  more  indus- 
triously to  discharge  it;  the  effect  would  be  happy.  I  did 
not  wish,  at  the  present  time,  to  be  drawn  out  into  this 
explanation.  It,  however,  became  necessary.  Having 
done  so,  I  can  now  utterly  disclaim  the  idea,  that  I  was 
urged  to  the  performance  of  this  duty  by  any  desire  to 
obtain  popularity,  which,  if  it  rested  upon  no  other  foun- 
dation, would  be  fleeting  in  its  nature,  and  would  not  be 
worth  possessing  by  any  honorable  man. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  asks  why  I  had  not,  ere 
this,  made  a  motion  to  reduce  our  wag^es,  as  I  had  long 
been  thoroughly  convinced  of  its  propriety  ?  I  answer 
that  I  have  not  now  made  such  a  motion  ;  I  have  merely 
expressed  my  opinion.  I  have  not  set  myself  up  as  a  re- 
former of  every  abuse  whioli  T  see  here.  To  become  a 
reformer  in  this  Government,  I  fear  would  be  a  most  trou- 
blesome, thankless,  and  hopeless  task,  particularly  if  the 
first  blow  should  be  directed  a^inst  ourselves.  If  I  had 
made  any  motion  upon  the  subject,  which  I  intend  to  do 
at  a  proper  time,  I  might  answer  him,  in  the  language  of 
the  homely  proverb,  ••  better  late  than  never." 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Tennessee^  said,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  resolution.  It  was  with  pain  I  saw  the  apparent  laugh 
and  amusement  which  the  resolution,  and  the  remarks 
which  accompanied  it,  afforded  to  some  of  the  gentle- 
men of  this  Hotise.     Their  feelings  towards  a  new  mem- 
ber must  be  very  diflerent  from  mine.     I  view  such  a  • 
member  as  coming  fresh  from  the  People,  and,  therefore, 
not  long  enough  here  to  be  contaminated  by  bad  princi- 
ples, or  evil  example.   He  is  fresh  from  the  oven  of  public 
opinion  {  and,  as  such,  bearing  the  imnressof  the  People. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  spealcs,  I  do  not  doubt, 
the  sentiments  of  seven-eighths  of  the  honest  and  intelli- 
gent People  whom  we  represent.    What  he  speaks  b  not 
his  own  language  ;  it  is  the  language  of  the  People.  And 
while  I  listened  to  him,  I  felt  an  emotion  of  shame  that 
I  should^  in  any  degree,  during  the  little  time  I  have  been 
here,  have  weakened  my  feeling  of  reverence  for  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  will  of  my  constituents.    The  Constitu- 
tion itself,  by  appointing  a  periodical  term  for  our  service 
here,  reminds  us  of  the  principle  that  the  representatives 
in  this  Kail  ought,  from  period  to  period,  to  come  fresh 
from  the  People,  reflecting  their  sentiments  and  speakine^ 
their  langusg^.     And,  sir,  he  who  disregards  this  princi- 
ple, will  most  certainly  fall  a  victim  to  his  own  foUy$  and, 
in  saying  this,  I  do  not  spe&k  the  dreams  of  imagination, 
but  the  language  of  fact.    It  has  been  said,  in  this  discus- 
sion, that  we  have  the  cheapest  Government  on  earth. 
Have  we,  sir  ?    I  can  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
one  which  has  outlived  all  the  republics  of  the  world — of 
Athens,  of  Sparta,  and  all  the  other  republics  of  Greece. 
There  is  not  one  among  them  all  which  is  equal  in  this 
respect  to  the  little  republic  of  San  Marino,  which  has 
endured  now  for  fourteen  hundred  years.     So  long,  sir, 
as  a  republic  continues  simple,  its  Government  cheap, 
and  its  people  virtuous,  it  will  perpetuate  their  happi- 
ness ;  but  as  soon  as  the  Government  becomes  splendid, 
and  its  officers  grow  into  rulers,  it  will  surely  be  of  short 
continuance.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  present  situation  of  this 
cheap  Government  ?  Why,  sir,  would  it  be  believed  tliat 
the  number  of  persons  actually  engaged  in  it  amounts  to 
double  the  number  of  our  military  force  }  Yet  such  is  the 
fact  at  this  momant.     The  number  of  officers  in  the  vari- 
ous departmeiffi  of  this  Government,  civil  «nd  military, 
amoimt  to  no  less  than  nine  thousand.    Can  they  all  be 
really  useful  ?    No,  sif,  it  is  impossible.  ^  I  have  been  in- 
formed, said  Mr.  M.,  and  believe,  that,  in  the  Ordnance 
Department,  the  disbursement  of  about  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  costs  the  Government  nearly  seventy 
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thousand.     Sir,  in  (bis  there  must  be  something  wrong. 
There  must  be  something  rotten  in  Denmark. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky ought  to  have  pointed  out  the  particular  mischief 
which  Tie  wished  to  remedy.     But  thii>  is  not  in  the  pow- 
er of  any  individual,  unless  he  can  devote  the  whole  of 
his  time  to  the  inquiry.    And  I  therefore  hope  this  re- 
solution will  not  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  but  will  be  conBded  to  a  Select  Committee,  who 
may  be  employed  exclusively  in  this  investigation.     And 
I  have  entire  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  the  Chair, 
that  such  members  only  will  be  put  upon  it,  as  are  not 
already  burdened.    1  hope  they  will  go  into  the  numer- 
ous Departments,  and  search  every  thing  to  the  bottom. 
I  repeat,  there  are  now,  9,338  persons  employed  in  these 
various  Departments.     Sir,  is  this  like  a  llepublic  ?    It  is 
like  any  thmg  else  in  the  world.     Within  the  small  pe- 
riod I  have  enjoyed  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  have  witnessed 
a  very  strong  desire  to  multiply  oflUces,  but  no  movement 
of  reform.    It  has  been  said  by  a  gentleman  more  aged 
in  experience  than  I,  [Hr,  Kaxaolph]  that  this  is  not  the 
accepted  time.    Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  that  gentleman. 
It  is  always  the  time  to  do  good.    Now  is  the  accepted 
time.     A  continual  drip  w'm  at  length  wear  a  hole  in  a 
stone,  and  so  will  continual  perseverance,  in  attempting 
retrenchment,  eventually  succeed  «  and  I  have  been  de- 
lighted to  see,  in  so  many  members  of  tliis  House,  a  dis- 
position to  carry  forth  this  measure  to  the  good,  of  the 
country.     Look,  sir,  at  the  yast  expenditure  of  tiiis  Go- 
vernment, and  compare  that  expenditure  with  the  simple 
form  of  the  Government  itself.     This,  sir,  is  the  true 
principle  of  comparison,  and  not  to  compare  our  expen- 
ses with  the  expenses  of  England,  of  Russia,  of  Austria, 
or  of  France.     Such  a  comparison  is  manifestly  unjust. 
Our  own  Government  stands  alone,  and  the  parallel  will 
not  apply.     When  we  look  at  the  simplicity  of  its  ma- 
chinery, we  shall  find  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  a 
very  unfaithful  monitor.     It  will  be  worse  if  we  go  to 
that  of  Russia,  and  it  will  not  be  better  if  we  look  at  any 
Kingly  Government  whatever.     How  many  new  offices 
have  been  created  since  the  days  of  our  prosperity  ?  And 
when  I  speak  of  the  d»ys  of  prosperity  in  tliis  Republic, 
I  refer  to  the  first  days  of  Mr.  Jeftersou's  Administration. 
Those  were  the  days  of  its  glory.     The  Republic  has 
been  deteriorating  ever  since,  and  will  soon  slide,  unless 
carefully  restrained,' into  the  ocean  of  profligacy.     The 

?sntleman  told  us  that  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
oint  did  not  confine  its  benefits  to  the  sons  of  the  well- 
born, and  the  rich.  But,  sir,  I  ask  what  orphan  son  of  a 
widowed  mother  is  ever  recommended  to  that  institu- 
tion ?  No,  sir ;  we  recommend  a  boy,  whose  father  is 
abundantly  able  to  educate  him,  and  we  do  it  because 
that  father  is  also  able  to  aid  us  in  our  election  to  this 
House.  The  gentleman  says  the  school  is  conducted 
with  the  greatest  Republican  simplicity.  Sir,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  idea  the  gentleman  attaches  to  those 
terms.  If  ever  there  was  a  monarchical  institution  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  the  military  school  of  France  not 
excepted,  this  certainly  is  one.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  very 
creatures  of  royalty.  But  we  have  been  told  that  we 
must  not  stop  here  ;  that  we  must  have  a  naval  institu- 
tion also,  in  which  young  men  from  the  first  circles  may 
receive  their  education,  also  at  the  public  expense  ;  and 
I  venture  to  say,  when  they  have  got  it,  they  will  be  more 
useless,  if  pos^ble,  than  before.  But  it  is  with  these 
that  our  navy  is  to  be  filled.  Then,  to  crown  all,  we  are 
to  have  a  national  university,  intended,  no  doubt,  to  pre- 
pare young  men  for  filling  seats  on  this  ioor  :  then,  sir, 
all  things  will  be  going  on  beautifully,  and  the  poor  peo- 
ple wtllbe  run  down  under  our  feet.  God  save  me  and 
my  posterity  from  any  such  RepublicaTi  institutions.  Sir, 
we  are  misled  by  names.  A  spade  is  not  called  a  spade. 
Wc  call  thei«  Bepublicaa  institutions.    But  1  say  let  the 


States  educate  their  own  sons.  Let  us  have  that  cradle 
which  brought  forth  a  Wasliington  and  a  Jackson,  to 
bless  their  country.  When,  sir,  did  gentility  do  any 
thing  for  the  public  good  ?  When  did  pomp  and  show 
prolong  the  date  of  a  Republic  ?  Remember  how  Thebes 
mouldered  into  ruins  when  her  people  sought  to  out-vie 
the  Persians.  Remember  what  became  dt  Sparta  when 
she  forgot  the  simple  laws  of  Lycurgus.  So  will  this 
Government  crumble  into  ruin,  before  twenty  yeara,  un- 
less we  stop  the  wheels  of  its  downward  course  in  profic- 
gacy  and  extravagance.  We  come  from  our  Ikomes, 
many  of  us  at  least,  poor  and  pennyless— -we  look  at  the 
magnificence  of  this  Hall — we- leant  to  attend  upon  le« 
vees,  and  to.  bow  to  those  who  are  in  fact  our  servant^ 
and  we  soon  disdain  to  own  that  we  were  poor.  We  are 
dressed  at  the  public  expense,  and  soon  out  a  fine  figures 
but  this  course  will  soon  destroy  us  unless  we  stop  nud* 
way  in  our  mad  career. 

Witli  regard  to  the  pay  of  the  members,  I  wiB,  \iqw- 
ever  say,  that  if  any  branch  of  tlie  Government  is  miseia- 
bly  paid,  it  is  the  members  of  Congress.    Their  pay  is  a 
compensation  which  a  poor  young  man  of  geniua  dares 
not  10  receive  :  for,  should  he  make  the  attempt,  he  sees 
nothing  but  starvation  before  him.     The  pay  olTers  bioi 
no  compensation  for  the  losses  he  roust  neocaaariiy  8i» 
tain  in  quitting  the  whole  of  his  pursuits  in  life  i  whe- 
ther those  pursuits  be  professional,  agricultural  or  me^ 
chanical,  the  pay  presents  no  indemnity  for  their  loss. 
Sir,  who  do  we  fin4  in  these  seats  ?    We  find  ather  men 
of  great  wealtli,  or  men  reckless  of  their  future  comfort, 
or  bachelors  without  family  or  dependents.    I  say,  and  I 
insist  on  it,  that  we  are  worse  paid  than  mnj  o&er  ffer* 
sons  in  this  Government.    We  have  more  arduous  duties 
if,  indeed,  we  would  perform  them— I  do  not  mesa  to  txy 
that  we  do  fully  perform  them  ;  but,  if  we  did,  we  sboniVii 
labor  harder  than  any  other  persons  in  this  GovemiBcnt ; 
and  yet  the  sorriest  drudge  in  one  of  the  I>epartinentiye- 
ceives  more  than  we  do,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  some  mes- 
senger, or  still  inferior  menial.     I  will  candid^  tell  the 
House  my  opinion  in  this  matter.     It  is,  that  one  of  two 
things  ought  to  be  done.     The  pay  of  oembetB  of  Coa- 
gress  ought  either  to  be  raised  so  .as  to  reward  the  exe^ 
tion  of  the  first  talents  in  the  country,  or  it  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  what  wiH  barely  pay  the  expensea  of  our  de- 
cent living.     To  talk  of  our  present  pay  being  a  oua- 
penftation  for  our  leaving  our  business  to  come  here,  is 
perfectly  idle.     Why,  sir,  in  the  few  months  of  the  hot 
vacation  which  1  could  spend  at  home,  I 
mone^,  by  far,  than  Che  whole  of  my  salary 
of  this  House  ;  and  if  you  do  not  give  a  c 
then  give  us  enough  to  pay  our  bills  for  boards  and  ts 
buy  us  a  single  suit  of  clothes  :  for,  in  that  case,  as  sees 
as  the  suit  was  worn  out,  we  should  all  go  home-    SJ*, 
gentlemen  tell  us  of  our  overflowing  Treasury.    Tiert 
18  one  view  in  which  an  overflowing  Treasury  ia  acane. 
As  soon  as  it  is  known,  a  species  of  pecuniary  wasa 
seizes  upon  us  all,  and  we  seem  to  think  tlmt  every  oA- 
vidual  may  dive  his  arm  into  it,  and  scsitter  its  oootei^to 
the  four  winds.     So  far,  an  overflowing  Treasury  proves 
to  be  a  curse,  and  as  far,  too,  as  we  make  use  of  it  Bteicfy 
to  throw  the  public  money  into  our  respective  noghbor- 
hoods.     1  do  not  ask,  now,  whether  the  purpose  be  coe- 
stitutional  or  not.     The  evil,  sir,  lies  in  our  ova  d^eae- 
rate  hearts,  and  not  in  the  Treasuiy.     Were  it  not  for 
this,  however,  the  Treasuiy  might  be  replenished— we 
should  not  be  contaminated  by  the  briUiant  shiners  it  m'lg^ 
contain.     We  should  then  remember  that  Uie  osooef 
there  is  the  bone  and  sinew  or  our  countiy'a  streagtb. 
Sir,  the  resolution  cannot  but  have  a  good  anect.     It  wiH 
at  least  make  the  officers,  who  are  already  in  place,  some- 
thing more  circumspect  in  their  expenditures*    Vfe  bare 
a  contingent  fund  here  and  a  contingent  fund  there,  »sid 
every  little  office  has  its  contingent  fund.    It  will  h&v^ 
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a  still  more  valuable  effect  if  it  produce  an  inquiry  into 
the  necessity  of  keeping  up  this  army  of  9,000  officers. 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  a  certain  kingf  who  once  heard 
his  People  loudly  complaining  under  taxation,  and  yet, 
on  inquiry,  discovered  that  there  was  no  money  in  his  trea- 
sury. The  members  of  his  council  were  immediately 
called  together— they  went  into  a  number  of  very  warm 
aigumenta^great. confusion  prerailed,  and  theconclaTe 
came  to  no  conclusion.  The  monarch  dismissed  his 
counsellors,  and  sent  for  an  obscure  sage  who  dwelt  in 
the  neighborhood  :  when  the  difficulty  was  explained  to 
this  wise  man,  he  requested  that  the  king^s  attendants 
mieht  bring  a  roll  of  cloth,  a  pair  of  shears,  a  needle, 
and  all  the  kmg's  money.  He  immediately  went  to 
work  and  made  as  many  bags  as  there  were  counsellors, 
and  one  more.  He  then  distributed  the  money  among 
all  the  counsellors^  bags,  and  Uking  up  the  empty  bag 
wliich  remained,  he  pre^nted  it  to  the  Kmg,  saying, 
«  and  there  is  your  Majesty's  share."  He  then  made  his 
bow  and  retired.  The  King  immediately  dismissed  his 
Counsellors,  when  his  treasury  was  soon  full,  and  all  his 
People  happy.  Sir,  it  only  impoverishes  the  People,  to 
.  set  up  so  many  dignitaries  among  us.  I  am  for  giving 
our  officers  an  adequate  compensation,  but  not  for  ap- 
pointing twenty  men  to  do  the  duty  of  One. 

I  shall  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  because  it  strikes  out  the  clause,  which  de- 
clares the  end  of  the  whole  inquiry.  But  I  sug^st  to 
the  gentleman  who  moved  the  resolution,  so  to  modify  it, 
as  to  substitute  a  «  Select  Committee"  for  the  <■  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means." 

Mr.  M'pUFFlB  aneed  in  this  suggestion— he  had  no 
sort  of  objection  to  the  investigation,  but  he  hoped  the 
House  would  pass  upon  the  measure  without  farther  dis- 
cussion. He  would  take  the  liberty  to  remind  gentlemen 
that  short  speeches  made  a  short  session. 

Mr.  CHILTON  now  said,  that  he  was  entirely  willing 
to  modify  this  resolution,  as  had  been  proposed.  He  be- 
Iieved  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  be  made 
up  of  able  members,  prepared  to  breast  a  thunder  storm, 
and  he  had,  therefore,  at  first  selected  that  committee. 
He  said  a  few  words  in  expUnation  of  his  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Barvxt.!  The  gentle* 
man  had  mistaken  him,  if  he  supposed  that  he  meant  to 
jay  that  that  gentleman  was  superannuated.  What  he 
bad  said  on  that  subject,  was  wholly  of  a  general  nature, 
and  was  not  intended  to  have  any  individual  application. 
As,  however,  the  gentleman  had  said  that,  under  particu- 
lar circumstances,  he  should  not  plead  his  age,  so  he 
could  assure  that  gentleman  that  he  should  not  plead  his 
youth.  He  concluded  with  moving  the  appointment  of 
»  Select  Committee. 

Mr.DANI£L,'of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  had  not  mtend- 
ed  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  his,  either 
upon  the  original  pfoposition,  or  the  amendment  to  it  : 
nor  should  he  now  nave  done  it,  but  for  the   keen  sar- 
casms wldch  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  ftom  Mary- 
land.   Sofcrastlie  original  resolution  proposes  an  in- 
quiry mto  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  public  expendi- 
tures, so  fisr,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  heaitily  concurred  in  its  pro* 
visions  :  and  it  was  extremely  painful  to  him  to  discover 
that  tlie  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  attempted 
to  torn  this  investigation  into  ridicule  and  reproach,  and 
had  attempted  to  play  off  his  wit  upon  his  colleague.     At 
some  of  his  remarks,  said  Mr.  D.  I  was  amused,  though  I 
did  not  entirely  approva  of  them,  nor  could  I  discover 
the  force  of  the  argument  which  they  conveyed.     His 
l^reat  argument  appeared  to  be,  that,  if  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  were  to  be  reduced,  they  could  not  so 
well  educate  their  horses  to  go  electioneering :  and  in- 
deed, sir,  when  those  remarks  fell  from  the  member,  I 
"WttB  greatly  at  a  loss  to  determine  which  possessed  the 
snout  native  genius,  the  horse  whicb  was  spoken  of  ,or  his 
maater. 


IThe  SpxAKsa  here  declared  all  personal  observa* 
tions  to  be  out  of  order.] 

.  It  was  not  my  wish,  said  Mr.  D.,  to  make  any  personal 
allusion  whatever,  further  than  in  reference  to  remarks 
which  have  been  applied  to  my  colleague :  but  if  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  was  to  be  believed,  his  horse 
was  much  more  intelligent  than  the  greater  part  of  his 
oonstituents.  That  breed  of  horses,  Mr.  D.  went  on  to 
say,  would  be  very  acceptable  in  his  country,  and  would 
save  a  great  deal  of  expcnce,  &c.  This  argument  about 
the  horse  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  great  and  only  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  against  the  resolu- 
tion, except  that  the  mover  of  it  was  a  young  member, 
who  had  been  in  the  House  only  two  or  three  days,  and 
that  it  was  therefore  highly  improper  that  he  should  at- 
tempt a  measure  of  suoAi  great  importance  to  the  com- 
munity. 

The  adoption  of  this  measure,  Mr.  D.  said,  would,  in 
his  opinion,  produce  much  g^od.  It  would  set  on  foot 
an  inquiry  whether  the  public  expenditures  are  not  ex- 
orbitant, and  ought  not  to  be  reduced.  In  any  gene- 
ral attempt  to  reduce  the  public  expenditures,  it  was 
highly  expedient  that  Congress  should  set  the  example. 
Let  us  (said  he)  begin  by  reducing  our  own  compen- 
sation, and  then  other  public  officers  will  have  no^ea- 
soiiable  ground  of  complaint  if  we  should  reduce  their 
salaries,  which  measure  might  otherwise  be  made  a  mat- 
ter of  reproach  to  us.  It  is  my  opinion  that,  with  pro- 
per pruaence  and  economy,  a  man  may  be  paid  for  his 
services  and  live  very  well  on  six  dollars  per  day  <  and 
«iien  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  two  dollars  saving 
per  day  is  not  worthy  of  the  deliberate  consideration  of 
such  a  dignified  body  as  Congress,  they  ought  to  consi- 
der that  the  saving  of  two  dollars  per  day  on  the  pay  of 
each  member  would  amount  to  hundreds  of  dollars  per 
day :  and  for  the  number  of  days  in  each  session,  would 
amount  to  an  immense  saving.  Such  would  be  the  effect 
of  reducing  the  pay  of  members  from  eight  dollars  per 
day  to  six,  or  five,  or  four  dollars  per  day ;  and  meml>er8 
might  live  here  comfortably  for  less  than  the  latter  sum, 
the  expenses  of  living  in  this  city  being  nothing  like 
what  he  had  anticipated  and  expected  when  he  leftnome. 

In  our  own  State,  where  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
receive  two  dollars  per  day  for  their  services,  they  live 
well  during  the  annual  session,  and  return  home,  at  the 
end  of  it,  with  50  or  60  dollars  in  their  pocket,  &c.  Ano- 
ther reason  which  induced  Mr.  D.  to  favor  a  reduction  of 
the  public  expenditures,  was,  that  it  was  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  woollen  goods,  &c«  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  operate  as  a  prohibition  on  their  importation,  the 
consequence  of  which  would  be,  that  the  People  must 
be  taxed,  by  a  direct  tax,  for  the  support  of  this  Govern- 
ment: and  gentlemen, who. were  in  &vor  of  what  vf2£  esdl- 
ed  the  tariff  principle,  ought  to  consider,  if  they  meant 
to  press  that  measure,  that  it  was  indispensable  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  be  retrenched.  To 
this,  he  presumed,  a  portion  of  the  public  officers  could 
have  no  great  objection ;  and  especially  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  was  so  desirous  that  the  import  du- 
ties on  certain  articles  should  be  augmented. 

It  had  been  remarked,  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  in  assigning  the  reason  why  he  was  in  favor  of  his 
amendment,  that  the  National  Debt  is  already  extinguish- 
ed as  fast  as  any  one  can  wish,  and  that  we  shall  have 
more  money  in  the  Treasury  than  we  have  any  use  for. 
When  that  should  be  the  case,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  should 
thank  the  General  Government  fbr  a  few  appropriations 
for  the  benefit  of  the  SUte  of  which  he  was  a  Represen- 
tative, which  had  hitherto  experienced  none  of  tlie  bene- 
fits of  this  overflowing  Treasury,  whilst  thay  paid  their 
full  proportion  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  expended  on 
the  sea-board,  where  its  expenditure  was  perUuM  more 
to  the  interest  of  those  who  had  the  direction  of  the  ex- 
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penditure.  Time  after  time,  said  lie,  we  have  been 
amused  with  projects  of  Internal  Improvement,  but  until 
the  last  Summer  we  never  had  sight  of  an  Engineer,  to 
•hew  us  where  a  stone  was  to  be  placed  or  removed,  &c. 
and  the  Engineers  who  had  viMted  the  State  last  Sum- 
mer, had  travelled  over  the  ground  as  rapidly  as  men 
usually  travel,  at  the  rate  of  five  or  six  miles  an  hour — 
from  whom  he  supposed  In  due  time  we  should  have  a  re- 
port. Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment, and  he  wished  to  see  a  retrenchment  of  the  sala- 
ries of  perfectly  useless  officers,  that  the  saving  might 
afford  the  means  of  making  roads  and  canals,  which  roads 
and  canals  he  wished  to  see  made  by  the  States,  and 
not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  If  there  is  a 
■urplus  in  the  l^reasury  (said  he)  let  it  be  divided 
amongst  the  States  fur  that  purpose. 

There  were  a  number  of  officers  in  the  Government, 
whom  Mr.  D.  said  he  believed  to  be  perfectly  useless. 
There  w.is  the  Fourth  Auditor,  for  example  {  and  he  be- 
lieved there  were  at  least  three  of  the  Auditora  whose  of. 
iices  could  be  dispensed  with,  without  detriment  to  tlie 
Public  service — who  might  be  lopped  off*,  if  he  correctly 
imderstood  the  nature  of  their  duty, which  waslitUe  more 
than,  when  the  subordinate  officers  felt  in  any  difficulty 
M  to  any  accounts  before  them,  to  decide  whatever  ques- 
tions they  might  present ;  and,  fur  his  part  he  would  as 
ioon  depend  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Cleric  in  gene- 
ral, as  upon  that  of  the  Auditor.  Eleven  o'clock  was 
about  the  hour  at  which  these  officers  attended  in  their 
offices,  and  at  two  or  three  o'clock,  (he  did  not  exactly 
know  which,)  Uie  offices  were  shut  up.  Now,  Mr.  D. 
said,  in  tlie  State  in  which  he  lived,  a  man  employed  to 
labor  for  a  compensation,  had  to  work  from  Sun  to  Sun, 
and,if  necessary,  a  little  in  the  nighf,  and  surely  tjie  Prin- 
cipab  and  Clerks  in  Public  offices,  comfortably  provid- 
ed for  as  they  were,  wi.th  large  contingent  funds  at  their 
disposal,  &C.  ought  to  perform  more  labor  than  they  do 
for  their  salaries,  some  at  a  thousand  dollars,  some  at  fif- 
teen  hundred,  some  at  two  thousand,  some  at  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  perhaps  some  at  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  each.  This,  Mr.  D.  said,  was  extrava- 
gance in  the  extreme.  All  tliis  pomp, splendor, and  pride, 
was  of  no  consequence  to  this  Government ;  and  when- 
ever this  Government  was  destro}  ed,  it  would  be  in  con- 
•e<^uence  of  the  licentiousness  and  corrtiplion  of  its  own 
citizens,  created  by  the  example  of  the  Government — for 
so  long  as  the  Government  is  pure,  &c.  so  long  will  the 
People  be,  and  no  longer.  Here,  in  this  House,  (said  Mr. 
I>.  in  conclusion, )  let  the  example  be  set  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform. 

[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

FiiXBix.  Javvabt  25,  1828. 

Mr.  STORRS,  from  the  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  bill  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  aAer  the  od 
day  of  March,  1833,  reported— 

"  That  they  have  had  the  said  bill  under  Consideration, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time, 
to  pass  any  law  relating  to  the  subject ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee had  instructed  their  chairman  to  ask  that  they  may 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  said 
bdl." 

The  committee  was  discharged  accordingly,  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union . 

RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Chiltov.  I'he  fol- 
lowing amendment,  moved  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New 
York,  being  under  consideration  : 

"Beaolvedt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 


what  officers,  in  their  opinion,  mar  be  most  lulvantag'e- 
ously  discontinued  ;  what  salaries  will  reasonably  bear  re- 
duction i  and  such  other  means  of  retrenchment  as  to 
them  may  seem  necessary." 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Va.  rose  and  aaid  that  he   was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment,  because,  in  his  judgement,  h 
was  not  likely  to  result  in  any  thing  beneficial  either 
here  or  elsewhere.      It  amounts,  in  aubstance   to  tlAs, 
that  a  Committee  shall  be  directed  to  tell  tbis  House 
that  which 4hey  already  perfectly  know — that  there  is 
prodigality  and  waste  in  the  expenditures  of  this  Go- 
vernment {  and  because  that  very  thing  on  which  the 
whole  nation  has  so  long  felt  the  greatest  anxietj,   is,  by 
this  amendment,  to  be  stricken  out  of  the  resolution.    1 
mean,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  expediency  of  dis^an^ng,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  the  national  debt.    The  time  has 
now  arrived  when  this  House  is  bound  to  dotomething^ 
decisive  in  its  character.     Heretoflre,  the  operation  o€ 
this  Government  has  been,  in  a  great  degree,  beyond 
our  limits,  and  confined  to  objects  of  a  constitutional 
character  1   but  now  a  new  era  bas  opened   upon  os, 
and  we  are   about  to   feel  all  those    calamitous  cpcse- 
quences  which  its  measures  and  policy  are  destined  to« 
bring  upon   the   People.     It  is  very  true  that   the  doc- 
trine advanced  under  the  elder  Adams,  that  a    natioaad 
debt  is  a  national  blessing,   has  not  now  been  dia^nctlv 
avowed  ;  but  the  same  doctrine  is  substantially  advanc- 
ed, in    a  diflerent    shape.     We  have  been  told  thai  a 
national  debt,  for  which  stock  is  issued  by  the  Gorera- 
ment,   is  beneficial  and  desirable,     because  it    enabW 
capitalists  to  invest  their  money   in  the  United    Statr« 
securities,   and  then,  if  death   overtakes  them,  a  penu- 
ncnt  provision  is  made  for  their  wives  and  lamilies.     Tbc 
interest  on  their  iniestment,  though  not,  perhaps,  to 
great  as  that  arising  from  other  stocks,  is  sure  and  csn 
be  received  with  certainly,    being- free  froai  all    those 
risks  and  changes  which  arise  from  the  malconduct  of 
Bank   Directora,    and    other  contingencies  to  which  it 
would  be  liable,  if  invested  either  in  commerce,  or  in 
the  slock  of   turnpike   roads,    steamboats,  canaJs,  &g. 
which  seem  to  be  the  mania  of  the  day. 

We  appniach  an  era  in  whidi  the  cash  operations  of 
Government  are  turned  in  upon  itself ;  when  it  Uya 
hold  of  all  the  money  it  can  get,  for  purposes  of  a  Jocal 
character  ;  when  it  operates  upon  objects  instead  of  on 
principles  \  at  such  a  time  the  extinction  of  the  liatVonai 
Debt  is  a  thing  earnestly  to  be  avoided  by  all  poGtictans 
in  power.  But  if  the  Guvernment  shall  thus  continue  to 
press  on  objects  calculated  to  throw  back  the  money  of 
the  nation  into  the  hands  of  capitalists  ;  if  it  endeavors 
to  throw  back  on  their  hands  the  whole  of  the  National 
Debt,  and  then  to  urge  upon  us  a  tariff  calculated  to  ex- 
haust the  whole  of  the  surplus,  and  press  that  tariff  to 
the  point  of  prohibition  on  certain  articles,  then  I  a^ 
how  is  it  possible  that  we  can  exist  under  such  a  state 
of  things  >  It  is  avowed  that  they  mean  to  press  the 
tariff  to  prohibition.  Now,  the  prc^erty  of  all  the  Mid- 
dle, the  Western,  and  the  Southern  States^  consists  in 
the  product  of  their  lands  ;  and,  under  this  ^atem,  we 
are  called  to  legislate  away  all  the  value  of  those  lands. 
The  farmer  is  now  selling  his  produce  at  a  price  so 
small  that  it  will  hardly  enable  him  to  pay  his  taxes  ;  and 
at  such  a  time  you  are  going  to  compel  him  to  pay  an 
addition  of  from  10  to  IBO  per  cent,  on  the  price  of  every 
article  he  buys.  If  you  let  the  National  Debt  remain  as 
it  now  is,  you  compel  the  country  to  raise  a  sum  annu- 
ally, which  is  eqtial  to  p^our  whole  Sinking  Fund  i  and, 
by  doing  so,  you  maintain  a  system  wbicli  will  crush  the 
People  of  this  country  into  that  state  of  want  and  penury 
of  which  my  colleague  spoke  when  he  decribed  to  uc 
the  condition  of  the  population  of  Ireland  and  England. 
We  were  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that 


(»« instructed  to  inquire  into^  and  report  to  this  Hoiis.*,    there  is  a  difference  between  paivimony  and  economy 
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I   admit  It.    1  trust  that  we  are  not  now  to  be  told  that 
parsimony  is  one  thing  and  economy  another.     Who  has 
denied  it  ?    But  I  say,  that  it  is  not  a  good  argument 
to   prove  that  this  Government  is  economical,  to  tell  us 
that  the  printing  of  the   English    Government    alone, 
amounts  to  as  much  as  all  the  expences  of  our  own.    I 
am  sorry  for  the  fingliah  People.     It  is  f  rue>  I  bear  them 
no  love— I  have  no  great  reason  to  love  them.    But  look 
at  their  own  statements.     They  acknowledge  that  ohe 
third  of  their  population  are  paupers.    While  they  have 
a   Nobility  that  are  rolling  in  wealth  and  splendor— the 
richest  Nobility,  perliaps,  at  this  time  in  the  world — the 
People  are  begguv  in  the  streets  of  London  {  and  it  is 
calculated  that,  in   that  great  and  proud  city,  one  man 
perishes  every  day,  from  actual  hunger.     [Here  Mr. 
KAVBOLru  said,  in  an  under  tone,  more  than  one.]     My 
colleague  says  tliere  are  more  than  one,  and  he  is  much 
better  informed  on  this  subject  tlian  I  pretend  to  be. 
What  a  spectacle  is  here  presented  ^to  the  American 
People  !     We  have  been  asked  why  this  object  of  re- 
trenchment  has  not  been  sought  in'  Enp^land  i    Sir,  it  has 
been  sought  there,  and  the  man  who,  in  my  opinion,  de- 
aerves  a  nnonument  for  his  exertions,  has  been  imprisoned, 
and  reduced  to  beggar)',  and  that  through  the  influence 
which  is  derived  from  patronage — from  patronage  which 
is  exerted  by  the  Government  there  very  much  as  it 
lias  been  by  the  Department  of  State  in  this  country,  and 
which  is  calculated  to  produce  ruin  and  corruption,  if  it 
has  not  already  done  it,  in  our  country.     I  hilve  been  wil- 
ling to  reform .  abuses  ever  since  I  have  had  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  and  in  laboring  to  reform  them  I  have  encoun- 
tered what  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  [Mr.  Tat- 
lob]  said  was  a  misfortune,  the  being  called  a  Itadical— 
though  1  do  not  know  that  it  is  so  great  a  misfortune. 
The   Executive  influence  iiv  this  Government  is  very 
great.     It  has  been  exerted  to  calumniate  members  in 
this  House,  as  well  as  great  and  wise  men  out  of  the 
Ilouse«     It  has  attempted  to  cut  them  off  by  dark  inuen- 
dos  ;  and  hireling  scribblers,  whether  from  England  or 
Germany,  I  will  not  say,  have  been  paid,directly  or  indi- 
rectly, for  performing  the  task.     Sir,  are  we  to  be  told 
that  the  expences  of  the  contingent  fund  under  the  con- 
trol of  this  Government  have  not  increased  ?    They  have 
increased,  they  are  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminish- 
ed«    They  have  increased,  and  that  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent.   Are  we  to  be  told  that  there  are  no  abuses  in  the 
application  of  that  fund,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  cor- 
rect these  abuses,  because  the  expense  of  printing  alone 
for  the  British  Parliament  is  equal  to  the  whole  expense 
of  this  Government  }    Sir,  if  )  uu  take,  into  calculation 
what  the  People  of  the  United  States  pay  to  support  the 
Governments  of  the  several  States,  and  of  this  General 
Government  in  addition,  you  will  And  that  they  pay  a 
sum  equal  to  that  paid  by  the  People  of  England,  under 
all  their  commercial  depressions,  and  all  the  misery  and 
desradation  to  which  they  are  reduced.   I  am,  therefore, 
in  favor  of  paying  the  national  debt  by  all  the  means  that 
tlie  Government  can  lay  its  hands  on  ;  and  I  am  not  now 
to  be  persuaded  that  the  sinking  fund  b  going  to  extin- 
guish it  in  a  year  or  two,  because  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  told  us  so.     Sir,  I  remember  a  time,  at  the 
close  of  the  last  war,  when  a  man,  whom  every  body  will 
allow  to  have  been  much  more  capable  of  judging  and 
speaking  on  the  finances  of  this  country  than  the  gentle- 
man who  has  now  the  charge  of  them,  told  us,  that  in 
fourteen  years,  the  public  debt  would  be  paid  ;  but  it  is 
not  paid  yet,  nor  is  it  likely  to  be  while  we  take  money 
out  of  the  treasury  for  all  sorts  of  wild  and  visionary  pro- 
jects.     We  borrow  on  one  side  to  pay  upon  the  other, 
and  the    money  that  is  now  due  is  paid  only  by  a  new 
loan,  at  a  less  rate  of  interest.     Gentlemen  say  that  the 
sinking  fund  will  pay  off  the  debt  in  due  time  ;  and  the 
gentle  man  fit>0i  New  York  [Mr.  Tatiob]  has  told  us  that 


he  is  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  ought  to  be  increased. 
This  expression  of  not  ^bein^  prepared  to  advocate  a 
thing,  I  take  to  be  a  Congressional  mode  of  saying  that 
one  is  opposed  to  it. 

[Mr.  I'AYLOR  here  begged  leave  to  explun,  and  Mr. 
FLOYD  having  yielded  the  floor  for  that  purpose* 

Mr.  1  A  YLOR  observed  :  I  stated  that,  by  the  existing 
laW|  all  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  besides  the  ten  mil- 
lions annually  reserved,  was  carried  to  the  sinking  fund. 
The  present  balance,  he  believed,  was  about  two  mil- 
lions. Whatever  the  amount  might  be,  it  went  to  that 
fund.  Whatever  might  be  saved  by  retrenchments 
would  also  ^o  there.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that 
every  necessary  retrenchment  should  be  made,  and  that 
the  avails  should  be  consecrated  to  this  object  $  but  he 
did  not  suppose  that  it  was  the  desire  of  any  gentleman 
to  make  a  formal  addition  to  the  ten  millions,  which 
were  settled,  by  the  act  of  1816,  as  constituting  an  an- 
nual sinking  fund. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  asked  his  colleague  to  indulge 
him  with  the  floor,  while  he  put  a  single  question  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  FLOYD  having  signified  his  assent- 
Mr.  RANDOLPH  asked— Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man as  affirming  that  the  whole  of  the  ten  milliohs  has  re- 
gularly been  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt^ 
Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  in  reply,  that,  during  the  former 
Administration,  there  had  been  a  period  when,  owing  to 
the  embarrasments  of  our  commerce,  and  the  falling  off 
of  tlie  revenue,  which  was  its  necessary  consequence, 
the  l^easury  was  unable  to  pay  to  the  sinking  fund  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  ten  millions  requirtd  by  Uw. 
This,  if  be  rightly  remembered,  occurred  about  the  vears 
1818,  1819,  and  1820.  It  was  when  the  Radicals  were  the 
majority  in  this-House.  He  had  not  spoken  of  Radicals 
as  unfortunate,  but  as  much  alnued.  The  Treasury,  in 
former  years'  had  paid  to  the  sinking  fund  more  than  ten 
millions  per  annum.  At  the  close  of  the  last' Administra- 
tion the  Treasury  was  somewhat  in  arrear  to  the  sinking 
fund,  because  the  sums  paid,  over  ten  millions,  in  any 
year,  could  not  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  next  year, 
inasmuch  as  all  the  surpluses  of  any  year  belonged  to 
that  fund.  Although  in  the  former  Administration  the 
full  amount  of  ten  millions  ha<l  not  been  regularly  paid 
by  the  Treasury  to  the  ainking  fund,  yet,  during  the 
present  Administration,  more  than  ten  millions  had  been 
thus  regularly  paid,  and  since  the  organization  of  the 
present  sinking  fund,  to  this  time,  a  sum  greater  than  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  ten  millions,  annually  pledged 
for  that  purpose,  had  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt ;  but  it  had  not  always  been  regularly  applied. 
Mr  RANDOLPH  replied,  that  it  would  be  perceived 
that,  if,  at  any  time,  the  whole  of  the  ten  millions  had 
not  been  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt, 
th^n  the  public  had  been  trifled  with.  The  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  were  bound  to  apply  the 
whole  of  the  ten  millions,  and  the  surpluses  too,  what- 
ever they  might  be.  But  if  they  rob— no.  Sir— 1  will 
not  say  rob— that  is  a  harsh  term— but  if  they  take  uny 
thing  from  the  sinking  fund,  from  what  fund  can  they 
repay  it  ?  If^y  loans,  that,  as  my  colleague  forcibly 
expressed  it,  would  be  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  If 
it  has  been  repaid  from  surplus  balances,  then  they  have 
only  paid  the  sinking  fund  what  ought  to  have  been 
in  that  fund  before:  for,  if  they  ever  take  a  single  far- 
thing from  the  sinking  fund,  they  can  never  repay  it- 
it  is  impossible,  ex  m'  termini.  They  have  only  loans  or 
surpluses,  out  of  which  to  make  up  the  detciencies — 
and  the  surpluses  all  belong  to  the  sinking  fund  alrea- 
dy. Sir,  this  is  as  clear — aye.  Sir,  and  much  clearer — 
than  the  light  from  that  window. 

Mr  TAYLOR  replied,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
is  certainly  correct  {  the  fact  19  u  he  has   stated  it. 
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But  that,  I  My,  is  not  the  failh  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. They  have  paid  the  whole  ten  millions  attnu- 
mlly,  And  they  have  repaid,  besides,  part  of  the  former 
deficiencies  in  tlte  sinking  fund. 

Mr.     RANDOLPH.     That,  I  undefttend,  they  could 
not  do :  for  tliey  had  nothing  to  pay  with.] 

Hr.  FLOYD  now  resumed.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Mew  York  assert  that  tlie  present  Administraticm  has 
applied  the  whole  ten  millions  to  the  payment  of  the 
puolic  debt  ?  Sir,  I  wish  to  impress  on  gentlemen  from 
tlie  agricultural  States,  the  Middle,  Western,  and  South- 
em  States,  what  will  be  the  state  of  things  when  the 
-whole  of  the  public  debt  shall  be  paid,  and  what  now 
fbrms  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  a  surplus  in  the  Trea- 
sury. Thb  is  the  very  crisis  that  I  fear— a  crisis  whicli 
the  lynx-eyed  People  who  have  been  referred  to,  have 
seen  most  clearly ;  but,  if  it  is  the  object  of  our  lynx- 
eyed  rulers  to  tax  tlie  agricultural  States  of  (lie  Middle 
and  West  of  this  Union  to  the  whole  amount  of  that 
ten  millions,  can  we  exist  ?  What  must  be  the  end  of 
it  ?  I  leave  every  temperate  and  well  constructed  mind 
to  consider.  I  had  rather  that  this  measure  of  inquiry 
liad  been  brought  into  the  House,  at  the  time  when  we 
could  have  gone  through  the  whole  of  the  abuses  in 
this  Government,  in  all  their  ramifications.  I  knew 
tiiey  did  exist— the  whole  of  this  discussion  proves 
they  exist—but  wliether  we  can  get  along  with  the 
investigation  of  them  as  well  without  the  aid  of  the 
Xxecutive  Departments  as  with  it,  I  leave  the  House  to  de« 
termtne.  There  are  some  other  little  thin^  which  I  will 
notice.  Here  is  Kurope  in  a  state  of  prolound  peace— 
we  have  no  Minister  in  England— our  Ambaesador  to 
Russia  is  almost  forgotten— what  our  Minister  at  Paris  is 
doing  I  do  not  know — at  Colombia  we  have  none— but 
we  have  a  splended  Tacubaya  mission  to  amuse  us  in 
the  mean  time.  Our  accounts  are  settled  in  an  entirely 
new  way— whether  by  the  celebrated  Fifth  Auditor,  or 
by  direction  of  Congress,  lie  would  not  say.  The  very 
clothes  of  our  Ministers  are  paid  for  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, and  patterns  are  engraved  on  oopper,  and  kept 
at  the  Department  of  State,  that  those  ^ntlemen  may 
be  able  to  give  suitable  directions  to  their  tailors.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  find  very  much  fault  with  this,  but  one 
thing  I  am  sure  o^  we  give  our  agents  abroad  most  am- 
ple and  liberal  salaries,  and  quite  suiBcient  to  enable 
them  to  appear  as  an  American  gentleman  ought  to  ap- 
pear. If  the  allowance  is  not  sufficient,  let  them  come 
to  this  House  and  say  it  is  not,  and  if  they  can  shew  that 
that  is  the  case,  I  pledge  myself,  for  one,  to  make  it  most 
ample.  But  I  would  do  it  with  this  understanding,  that, 
when  the  business  for  which  the  Minister  was  sent  was 
completed,  he  shall  come  home.  Then  we  shall  be  re< 
lieved  from  the  expence  of  much  of  that  useless  splen. 
dor  and  show  which  some  of  our  Ministers  are  apmg 
abroad.  1  do  not  know,  in  the  history  of  this  couatiy, 
or  of  the  world,  a  more  pleasing  spectacle  than  the  ap- 
pearance of  Livingston  and  Franklin  at  the  Court  of 
J^anee,  in  plain  weU-made  Republican  dresses,  such  as 
became  them  and  the  Government  they  represented.  It 
b  much  more  dignified  in  my  eye  than  if  they  had  glit- 
tered like  Prince  Raterhaay»  who  could  afford  to  let  one 
liundred  pounds  sterling's  worth  of  jeweb  drop  from 
his  coat  everv  time  he  put  it  on.  We  have  nothing  but 
liberty,  and  how  can  we  undertake  to  vie  with  such 
men  as  Sir  WeJIesley  Pole,  each  foot  of  whose  win 
dow  curtains  cost  five  guineas— we  agriculturists,  whose 
produce  m  selling  at  ten  cents  a  bushel  or  lies  rotting,  in 
our  warehouses  r  Yet  we,  forsooth,  must  go  into  atl  thb 
sort  of  expenditure,  because  England  has  done  so. 

Sir,  I  win  refrain  from  any  further  -remarks,  yet 
should  l>e  glad  if  the  resolution  were  a  little  amended. 
There  is  a  part  of  it  which  partakes  somewhat  of  the 
character  of  argument.    Now,  I  am  willing  that  gentle- 


Mr.  STEWART  rose  to  say  a  few  ^ 
bb  colleague,  [Mr  Burn av ah]  and  the 


men  who  support  the  resolution  sbotrid  do  it  on  thor 
own  reasons'  I  shall  support  it  forfieaaons  of  my  own, 
but  I  do  not  chose  to  vote  for  a  measure  fbr  the  reasons 
of  others.  I  therefore  wish  the  resolution  could  be  so 
amended  as  to  express  nothing  but  the  »iDple  propo- 
sition itself. 

few  words  in  reply  to 
gentlenen  frost 
Yirffinia,  [Mai  Ravholvb  and  Mr.  Fiatb]  who  hid 
spoken  against  the  resolution.  The  object  of  thb  reso- 
lution b  to  institute  an  inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether 
abuses  exist  in  the  public  expenditures  ;  whether  theft 
are  any  unnecessary  offices  and  sdaries :  and  whetbs 
retrenchment  may  not  be  benefictally  retorted  to.  For 
hb  own  part  he  was  decidedly  in  &vor  of  the  resob- 
tion.  LiCt  the  doors  of  inquiry  be  thrown  wide  open; 
let  every  one  enter  and  see  for  himself.  He  wmikt  vote 
fiyr  it  wliether  referred  to  a  Standing  or  a  Sefect  Com- 
mittee ;  or  whether  the  amendment  now  pTopoaed  was 
adopted  or  not ;  he  woukl  vote  for  the  amendasent,  be> 
cause  the  preamble  proposed  to  be  stricken  cmt,  seem- 
ed to  him  to  contain  an  assumption  of  the  very  facts 
whieh  it  was  the  end  and  object  of  the  proposed  tuqei- 
ry  to  ascertain.  Mr.  S.  was  decidedly  in  &vor  of  everr 
inquiry  into  supposed  abuses  <  and,  if  found  to  exist,  fait 
would  go  with  him  who  dares  go  farthest  in  apphin^ 
the  corrective.  The  gentleman  who  introduced  ties 
proposition,  who  comes  immediately  from  the  Propk, 
and  from  aA  highlv  exdted  political  contest,  telb  ta» 
what  b  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  public  iniiid  is  ex- 
cited on  this  subject ;  that  the  People  beKeve  tht  Go- 
vernment has  become  wasteful  and  prodigal,  thiitib«* 
ses  exist,  of  the  most  alarming  cliaracter  :  suid  so  stissf 
was  the  popubr  sentiment  on  thb  subject,  that  he  vu 
obliged  to  give  a  pledge  <to  his  constituents,  before  b 
left  them,  to  bring  thb  subject  immedbtely  before  t» 
House—- it  was  then,  ill  hb)udgment,  alike  due  to  p^ 
tic  opinion,  and  to  the  cliaracter  of  the  GoveraflKit, 
that  this  inquiry  should  be  promptly  instituted.  If  tb 
alleged  abuses  exbt,  let  them  be  exposed  and  rese- 
dbd.  If  not,  let  these  clamors  be  nlenced  by  the  n- 
port  of  a  Committee  of  thb  House— let  the  pubfie  tse 
be  disabused  and  the  public  mind  put  at  reaL 

He  differed  entirely  fiiom  hb  colleague,  {.Ifr.  Bccba- 
kam]  and  the  gentlemen  from  Virnnia,  [  Measra.  Rui»»xjs 
and  Floth]  who  think  that  this  is  not  the  proper,  "tb 
accepted  time,"  to  inquire  into  and  correct  abases..  Wl? 
b  tliis  not  the  proper  time  ?  If  abuses  ensC,  wbij  ■< 
now  correct  them  !  If  the  public  money  b  mi«ppii<i 
why  not  at  once  apply  the  remedy  f  The  penest  s 
always  the  proper  time  for  this  work — "Mebys  axe  ^ 
gerous  ^*  by  delaying  the  remedy  we  sanction  aiid  maem 
the  evil — *'  now  b  the  accepted  time,"  and  evcty  memat 
of  deby  b  a  dereliction  of  public  du^  <ni  thr^Kf  el 
those  holding  the  corrective  powei^ 

If  abuaes  exiA  ;  if  there  are  too  many  offices^  %  «^ 
riea  are  too  liigh  or  too  numerous  :  if  the  pubib  nosey 
b  wastefoUy  and  prodieally  ex|ieaded— ^rfaere  bib 
fiiuit  ?  At  whose  door  bes  the  sin  of  these  offences ' 
The  hiult  is  in  this  House,  sir.  We  hold  the  purse  stn^ 
of  the  nation,  and  we  are  responsible,  and  we  wiU  be  heii 
responsible,  if  we  apply  not  the  remedy  promptly  sa. 
efficiently.  Public  offices  were  not  only  created,  W 
the  sabnes  fixed,  and  their  {lasroent  annually  pcovidsi 
for,  by  bw.  Eveiy  approprialinn  of  waaoey  for  evtfr 
object  of  expenditure^  down  to  the  hMreat  clerkship  e 
tlie  Departments,  had  to  pass  under  -tiie  notice  ani  t^ 
eeive  tlie  sanction  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  sand  Mesav 
and  afterwards  of  this  House.  He  therefore  hoped  tb 
inquiry  would  go  on-^ts  postponement  woukl  be  a  tb- 
regard  of  puhlic  duty  on  the  part  of  those  who  hehntL 
in  the  existence  of  the  evib  and  aboaea  conapUined  ec- 
His  colleague  had  aai(^  Uiat  be  coosidtred  H  too  bte  i'- 
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the  session  ;  that  half  the  session  had  now  goiie  by*    If 
half  the  session  were  gone — what  have  we  done  ?    It  had 
been  said,  and  said  truly,   that  but  ope  bill  bad  yet  be* 
come  a  law,  and  that  was  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
our  own  wa^s  !    What  would  become  of  the  tariff,  if 
half  the  session  was  gone,  and  no  bill  yet  reported  to  the 
House  ?    But,  for  one*  if  abuses  existed,  as  bad  been  al- 
leged, he  would  stay  here  (however  reluctant)  till  mid* 
summer,  if  necessary,  to  expose  and  correct  them*  and 
fulfil  the  other  duties  which  we  owe  to  the  country  and 
our  constituents.    But,  gentlemen  say  we  most  go  to 
work  *<  systematically  /Met  each  individual  go  to  work 
and  ferret  out  abuses  and  expose  them.     Expose  them 
—where  }    In  the  public  prints  ?    For  what  purpose, 
and  with  what  view  ?    This  could  lead  to  no  practical 
result.    No,  let  the  resolution  be  adopted,  let  the  subject 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House  \  if  abuses  ex- 
ist, let  them  report  a  bill  for  their  correction  \  if  not,  let 
the  fact  be  stated,  and  let  the  tongue  of.  mis^presenta- 
tion  be  silenced  $  let  the  injurious  reports  now  abroad 
upon  the  wind,  and  wafted  to  the  remotest  parts  of  our 
country,  be  exposed  to  merited  reprobation.    The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rasbokph]  says,  we  wil?  by 
adopting  tlie  resolution,  send  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  not  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  but  of  '^undiscovery  ;*' 
tin's  constituted  no  objection  to  the  measure.  The  gentle- 
man had  alleged  the  existence  of  many  and  great  abuses. 
If  so,  does  the  gentlenuin  doubt  tlie  ability  or  disposition 
of  the  able  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means, 
%o  ferret  out  and  expose  them  ?   He  presumed  not.    This 
duty  is  imposed  on  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House  ;  it  was  a  duty  for  which  they 
were  particuUrly  qualified,  by  their  familiarity  with  the 
whole  range  of  Public  Expenditures  constantly  present- 
ed to  their  view.     He  would  be  glad  to  see  an  annual  re- 
port from  that  Committee,  presenting,  in  one  clear  and 
comprehensive  view  to  the  country,  an  exhibit  of  all  the 
expenditures  of  tlie  several  Departments  of  Government, 
civil,  military,  commercial— with  the  considerations  which 
recomroeod  their  continuance  or  discontinuance :  thus 
public  attention  would  be  attracted  to  abuses  if  they  ex- 
tftled,  and  if  not,  misrepresentation  and  unfounded  com- 
plaints  would  be  silenced. 

As  tile  subject  of  the  public  debt  bad  been  very  exten- 
sively, and  he  thought  rather  unnecessarily,  drawn  into 
this  debate,  and  as  he-thought  a  good  deal  of  misaprehen- 
sion  prevailed  on  this  subject,  he  begged  to  be  indulged 
with  a  few  remarks  on  this  point.  Gentlemen  seemed  aU 
extremely  anxious  to  pay  off  the  public  debt ;  but  they 
appear  to  forget  that  they  have  no  right  to  redeem  it  iaa* 
ter  than  it  becomes  redeemable.  If  you  have  a  surplus 
of  a  inindred  millions  a  year,  you  cannot  pay  the  debt. 
You  have  no  right  to  pay  it  before  the  year  1835,  when 
the  last  portion  of  the  debt  will  become  redeemable  <  and 
&  ainkiiig:  fiind  of  eight  or  nine  millions  a  year  will  as 
effectually  pay  it  off,  by  that  time,  (except  three  per 
Dents,)  as  ten  times  the  amount ;  for  we  all  know  that  the 
public  creditors  will  not  receive  the  debt  before  it  is  due. 
rhey  would  be  glad  you  would  keep  the  money  and  pay 
them  the  Interest.  They  deprecate  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  more  than  those  who  have^  to  pay  it.  He 
md  made  one  or  two  calculations  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  debt,  which  he  would  present  to  the  House  {  and 
le  challenged  an  examination  into  their  correctness, 
rhey  hsul  been  submitted  to  the  revision  of  a  gentle- 
nan  more  than  any  otlier  cfualified  to  decide  upon 
Jieir  accuracy,  and  bad  received  his  approbation.  He 
(^ould  now  offer  the  result  of  these  calculations  to  the 
louse 


3.  Including  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  tlic  whole  debt 
would  be  extinguished  by  a  sinking  fund  of  ten  mil- 
lions, on  the  31st  of  December,  1835,  and  by  eight 
millions  in  1838.  i     «    i    ^ 

3,  To  pay  the  whole  debt,  (except  the  pniiCipal  <J 
the  three  per  cents)  the  average  sum  of  $8,604,9^^3 
will  be  required  till  the  dose  of  the  year  1835. 

4,  To  pay  the  whole  debt  and  interest  by  the  close  of 
1835,  (except  the  principal  of  the  three  per  cents^ 
and  five  per  cent,  bank  stock)  the  sum  of  7,919^994 
will  be  required. 

5,  The  whole  debt  (except  the  three  per  cents)  will  be 
redeemed,  by  the  semi-annual  application  of  eight 
millions  per  annum,  in  1836. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  right  to  pay  off  the  threer 
per  cent,  stock,  until  it  falls  to  65  per  cent  It  is  a  ftct^ 
with  which  we  are  all  familiar,  that  the  3  per  cents,  are 
now  at  87,  and  in  proportion  as  we  go  on  to  redeem  other 
stock,  the  3  per  cents  will  rise,  because  there  will 
be.  the  ten  millions  which  is  annually  extricated  by  the 
payment  of  debt  seeking  an  investment  If  this  stock. 
IS  now,  at  8r,  instead  of  fidling  to  65,  it  is  much  more 
probable  that  it  will  rise  to  par,  or  periiaps  stiU  higher. 
You  have  no  ri|^t  then  to  pay  off  this  3  percent,  stock. 
That  is  no  portion  of  the  debt  which  you  have  any  right 
to  redeem. 

It  will  be  seen  that,,  by  a  Shiking  Fund  of  et(fht  mil' 
lions^  the  whole  of  Uie  debt  would  be  extinguished  in 
1836.  There  is  another  view.  The  whole  of  the  debt 
would  be  extinguished  in  1835,  except  the  principal  of 
the  three  per  cents,  by  an  annual  application  off  ^604,- 
753  ;  and  before  that  time,  we  have  no  right  to  pay  off 
the  debt,  if  we  had  even  500  millions  in  the  Treasury. 
Yet  gentlemen  talk  of  paying  off  the  debt.  It  is  demon* 
stvable  that  we  are  not  able,  because  we  have  no  right  to 
pay  it  off  sooner  than  the  present  fund  will  accomplish. 
"    and  by  the  regular  application  of  that  fund,  more  than 


twenty  aullions  of  a  surplus  will  remain  in  hand  when  the 
debt  is  paid. 

In  respect  to  the  Bank  Stock  of  seven  millions,  it  is 
worth  more  than  par  at  this  moment.  The  annual  appli. 
cation  of  #7,719,994  will  pay  off  the  last  of  the  Public 
Debt  m  1835,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bank  Stock  and 
the  three  per  cent,  slock,  and  double  the  amount  could 
not  pay  it  sooner.  Why«  then,  Mr.  S.  asked,  is  the  na« 
tional  debt  always  presented  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
as  a  bug  bear,  to  deter  us  from  making  necessary  appro- 
priations  ?  He  hoped  such  a  course  would  not  be  persisted 
in»  when  every  attempt  to  discharge  tlie  debt  before  the 
year  1835  must  be  in  vain.  The  too  rapid  payment  of 
the  debt  threw  a  most  oppressive  burden  upon  the 
country  ;  the  withdrawal  or  ten  millions  a  year  from  a 
very  limited  currency,  and  its  application  to  the  redemp. 
tion  of  the  publie  debt,  a  great  part  of  which  was  held  in 
Europe,  was  a  most  severe  and  exhausting  operation  upon 
the  country.  This  fact  accounted  for  the  great  scarcity 
of  ffloney,and  constituted  the  great  source  of  just  and  uni- 
versal complaints  which  we  hear  from  every  part  of  our 
country  on  this  subject. 

The  People  of  this  counti^  now  pay  into  your  Exche* 
quer  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  and  one- 
half  of  this  immense  sum  is  withdrawn  from  circulation, 
and  applied  to  the  public  debt  contracted  during  the  late 
war.  This  was  unnecessarily  severe  ( it  paralyzed  indus- 
try, checked  enterprise,  and  broke  down  all  the  active 
energies  of  our  country.  How  much  better  to  relieve 
the  country  from  a  small  portion  of  this  burden,  by  redu- 
cing the  sinking  fund  to  seven  or  eight  millions,  and  re- 

turn  the  two  or  three  millions  thus  saved  to  the  People 

By  the  application  of  eisht  millions  for  four  years,  who  pay  it,  to  be  expended  in  improving  the  internal 
and  six  millions  thereatter  for  six  years,  the  whole  condition  of  our  countiy  :  it  would  thus  run  back  into  its 
of  the  debt  (except  the  three  per  cents)  would  be  usual  and  ordinary  channels  of  cu-culation,  infusing  new 
extiii£^u'i9bed  on  the  Ist  of  July,.1838.  I  life  and  i^tivity  iolo  the  whole  body  politic }  and  they 
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would  not  postpone  th(k  final  extingiiUbment  of  the  debt 
more  than  one  or  two  years.  Such  a  change  of  the  pre- 
sent exhausting^  system,  while  it  would  essentially  pro* 
mote  the  public  prosperity,  would,  be  had  no  doubt,  also 
meet  the  public  approbation. 

These  were  some  of  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the 
imtional  debt,  which  had  constituted  so  prominent  a  to- 
pic in  the  morning's  debate.  He  did  not  support  this 
proposition  under  consideration  because  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  hasten  the  payment  of  the  public  debt--- 
'  far  from  it.  He  supported  it  because  he  thought  vigi- 
lance And  economy  in  the  public  expenditures^  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  tit  and  proper  in 
themselves  ;  because  he  was,  at  all  times,  in  favor  of 
tlirowing  the  doors  of  all  the  Departments  of  this  (Go- 
vernment wide  open  to  all  who  wished  to  look  into 
them  to  correct  abuses,  if  any  existed.  He  was  opposed 
to  concealment,  or  even  the  appearance  of  it.  Let  the 
country  be  fully  satisfied  on  every  subject  of  doubt  or 
Mispicton.  If  there  is  any  thing  wrong,  let  it  be  dragged 
forth  into  open  day<-let  the  lash  be  applied  where  tt  is 
due,  whether  to  the  accusing  or  the  accused.  If  abuses 
exist,  let  them  be  exhibited,  and  I  will  most  heartily 
unite  with  gentlemen  In  applying  a  prompt  and  efieotual 
remedy. 

Mr.  WEEMS  said,  that  he  had  risen,  not  to  make  a 
speech,  or  to  enter  at  all  into  the  argument,  but  only  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  wliat  the  House  itself 
had  sJready  done,  and  thereby  to  stop,  as  he  hoped,  any 
further  unnecessary  consumption  of  its  time.  Sir,  on  the 
11th  of  January,  1  felt  myself  called  upon  to  invite  the 
notice  o(  the  House  to  this  very  subject.  With  that  view 
1  offered  a  resolution,  which  the  House  adopted,  and 
thereby  made  it  theirs,  and  which  they  sent  to  one  of 
the  standing  Committees.  On  examining  the  rules  of  the 
House  before  I  offered  this  resolution,  I  found  that  the 
65th  hile  reads  thus  : 

••  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  public  Ex- 
penditures to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several 
public  departments,  and  particularly  into  the  lavrs  mak- 
ing appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  report  whether 
the  moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably  with  such 
laws  {  and,  also,  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  sudi  orovi- 
sions  and  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to 
the  economy  otthe  departments,  and  the  accountability 
of  their  officers  :" 

And  it  did  strike  me  that  this  very  depntiment  of  le- 
gislation was  embraced  Mnder  the  direction  ot  that  rule. 
It  was  therefore  that  I  offered  the  resolution,  the  House 
adopted  it,  and  sent  it  to  one  of  the  honorable  Commit- 
tees to  wliom  no  other  duty  is  assigned..  In  directing  the 
reference  to  that  Committee,  I  was  influenced  by  the  old 
adage,  that  what  is  every  body's  business,  is  nobody's  « 
I  found  that  there  were  six  other  Committees  to  whom 
this  duty  in  part  belonged,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Expenditures  did  not  probably  think  themselves 
particularly  called  upon  to  attend  to  it.     But,  since  the 
House  adopted  my  resolution,  that  Committee  has  had 
the  inquiry  before  them,  and  they  are  now  acting  upon 
it,  in  the  same  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  all  good 
)}urposes  at  least,  as  if  they  were  a  Select  Committee. 
Now,   to  send  the  subject  elsewhere,  or  to  debate  it  in 
this  House,  while  they  have  been  expressly  charged  with 
it,  is,  to  say  the  least,  not  very  complimentary.     It  was 
from  respect  to  the  feelings  of  all  tlie  gentlemen  who 
compose  that  Committee,  tliat  I  voted  the  other  day  witli 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Kaitdocph]  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table,  and  I  shall  oppose  whatever 
tends  to  take  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of  that  Commit- 
tee.    I  will  now  read.  Sir,  the  resolution  which  was  offer- 
ed by  me,  and  adopted  by  the  House. 

'* Whereas,  suspicions  are  abroad,  in  our  land,  touch- 
ing the  economy  of  our  Government,  And  the  improper 


application  of  the  Public  money  :    And, 
all  tin 


whereas  it  isst 
times  meet  and  proper  for  the  Representatirea  of  the 
People  to  guard  their  property,  as  well  as  their  freedon^ 
so,  also,  it  is  equally  their  duty  to  protect  the  charac- 
ter of  their  officers  :  Therefore,  Resolved,  th&t  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expendfturefl,  who  have,  by  the  65tb 
rule  of  this  House,  this  subject  more  particularly  com- 
mitted to  their  charge  than  any  other  Committee,  be  re- 
quested forthwith  to  inform  this  House  whether  it  be 
compatible  with  their  other  duties,  tu  enter  opes 
that  sort  of  rigid  examination  necessary,  by  compans; 
With  the  several  laws  making  appropriations,  the  dis- 
bursements under  them,  and  the  vouchers  in  support  d 
them,  accordhig  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  said  raic^ 
and  the  objects  herein  specified  ;  And  also  to  report,  IS 
necessary,  what  further  provisions  and  ammgcmeuls  ire 
wanted  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  Departaenti^  and 
the  accountability  of  their  officers." 

This,  Sir,  as  I  conceive,  embraces  erery  poeStAt  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  which  Is  now  under  discussion,  and 
therefore  completely  supersedes  that  resolution. 

Mr.  BI^AKE  said,  that,  when  he  came  to  the  House 
this  morning,  it  was  his  intention  to  have  ^ven  his  (pin- 
ion on    the   resolutions   now  under  consideration,  bat 
being  apprehensive  that  he  shoukl  anticipate  some  gea- 
tleman  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  who,  according  ta 
parliamentary  courtsey,  had  a  Hglit  to  precede,  hira  m 
debate,  he  liad  declined  to  introduce  the  discussion.    If, 
Sir,  said  he,  I  was  induced,  by  the  remarks  of  yesterdaj 
on  this  subject,  to  come  to  a  determination  to  take  px*! 
in  the  debate,  the  remarks  which  have  ji»t  ^llen  fnn 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.   Floyd]  of  a  similar 
tenor,  do  certainly  afford  a  strong  additional  inducement. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  is  not  whether  the   natiosal 
debt  should  be  extinguished,  but  whether  the  present 
Administration  is  an   extravagant  and  prodigal  one  cr 
not     Before  I  lefl  my  constituents,  to  discharge  the  duty 
they  had  been  pleased  to  assign  me  in  this  House,  I  hid 
heard  repeatedly  and  frequently  that  the  patronage  cf 
the  Administration  had  become  alarmingly  extensre— 
that  the  officers  in  various  Departments  under  them  re- 
ceived higher  salaries  than  their  services  entitled  them  tn, 
and  that  the  disbursements  of  the  public  money  vers 
prodigal,  and  menacing  to  the  liberty  of   the  country. 
These  complaints  were  not  made  generRlly  without  ss- 
signicg  a  responsibility,  but  they  were  all  charged  upon 
the  Administration  ;  they  helped  to  swell  the  catalogue 
of  misrepresentation  and  complaint  against  the  present 
incumbents  in  the  high  offices  of  the  Government.  Those 
distinguished  individuals  were  represented  as  setting  sn 
example  of  extravagance,  of  nourishing  and  extending 
the  evil  to  the  community  around  them  at  the  public  ex> 
pense ;  and  their  conduct  generally,   it  w&a  emphatical- 
ly said,  was  incompatible  with  the  true  chsracter  of  a 
Uepublic,  sustaining  and  recommending  the  notion  Ihat 
this  Government  should  be  splendid  and  profuse  hke  the 
old  Governments  of  the   other  hemisphere.    That  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  introduced  this  re9olutiot>, 
and  presented  the  subiect  seriously  before  the  House,  b 
therefore  matter  for  rejoicing.     I  shall  support  an  inqui- 
ly  into  these  chains  most  willingly.     Let  the  resolu- 
tion be  adopted,  let  the  investigation  be  proceeded  in,  and 
pushed  thoroughly — ^let  the  gentleman  and  those    who 
m|iy  be  assigned  to  aid  him  have  every  assistance  from 
this  House,  so  that  the  inquiry  mav  be  conducted  to  Uie 
greatest  advantage.     If  it  be  the  fact,  that  this  is  such  a 
wicked  and  unprincipled  Admiiiistration  as  it  is  repre- 
sented, let  that  fact  be  made  appear  and  reported  to  us, 
and  let  every  member  of  it  tremble  for  the  consequen- 
ces that  will  await  him  from  a  betrayed  and  indtgitent 
People.     But  if  it  be  mere  fiction,   originating  in    the 
heated  minds  of  political  zealots,  let  that  tact  also  appear 
and  let  a  generous  acknowledgment  be  made.    Anc^  Sir, 
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I  trust  that  tlicre  is  in  this  House  a  sense  of  generosity,  a 
spirit  of  chivaliy,  which  under  all  circumstances,  will 
support  its  honor,  and  induce  it  to  redress  the  calumnia- 
ted and  the  injured.  Sir,  I  cannot  vote  for  all  Uie  reso- 
lutions offered  by  the  {gentleman  from  Kentucky,  but  for 
that  one  which  is  retained  in  the  atnendment  proposed 
by  the  ^ntleman  from  New  York,  which  contempbites 
an  inquiry  whether  any  retrenchment  be  necessary  or 
not.  The  other  resolutions  which  precede  it,  state  it  {is 
&  fact  that  abuses  do  exist,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  sanc- 
tion such  an  admission  by  my  vote,  until  I  have  some 
evidence  that  they  do  exist.  So  far  as  he  contemplates 
an  inquiry,  I  will  go  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
but  I  cannot  admit  any  loose  and  unsupported  charges  { 
nor  am  I  as  yet  prepared  to  say  that  retrenchment  is  ne- 
cessary— that  tlie  salaries  of  officers  are  exorbitant,  and 
that  abuses  exist  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. Sir,  we  were  told  yesterday  about  the  West  Point 
Academy,  and  that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  supported 
was  a  reflection  on  the  present  Administration.  It  is 
true  that  the  Administration  has  sustained  and  nourish- 
ed that  Institution.  And  why  so  i  Did  the  Institution 
originate  with  the  present  Administration  ?  No,  Sir.  It 
was  recommended  by  the  illustrious  Washington,  so  fre- 
quently and  deservedly  called  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
was  established  by  Congress  in  the  second  year  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  J&ffemon,  and,  from  first  to  last,  has 
been  protected  and  cherished  by  every  Administration.  If 
it  bean  improper  establishment,  and  one  calculated  to 
undermine  the  political  Institutions  of  the  country,  let 
not  the  blame  be  attributed  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion, but  to  those  who  have  gone  before  it.  We  are 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Mitcheli.] 
that  it  is  a  place  for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  rich  men, 
and  that  the  sons  of  poor  men  do  not  participate  in  its 
benefits.  Since  the  remark  was  made  by  the  gentleman 
1  hav^inquired  particularly  into  the  facts,  and  I  have  learnt 
enough  toMtisiy  me  that  the  gentleman  has  been  misin- 
formed—that he  is  mistaken — that  the  appointments  are 
distributed  without  regard  to  the  pecuniary  circumstan- 
ces of  the  parent  of  the  applicant — that  the  sons  of  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich  have  received  them — that  it  is  ' 
enough  to  know  that  the  youthfiil  candidate  is  one  of  pro- 
mise, and  that  the  district  in  which  he  resides  has  not  re- 
ceived its  full  compliment  i  and  these  facts  being  estab- 
iisiied,  the  Secretary  appoints  without  regard  to  the  ex- 
ploiled  qualification  of  family  rank. 

Sir,  all  impartial  persons  will,  I  think,  admit,  that  the 
science  of  War  is  an  important  one ;  that  it  requires 
much  application  ;  and  that,  unless  it  is  assiduously  culti- 
vated we  shall  ever  be  found  unprepared  to  meet  an 
enemy,  and  protect  the  honor  of  tlie  nation.  The  many 
disasters  which  have  happened  to  our  army,  have  taught 
us  impressive  lessons  upon  this  subject.  The  gentle- 
man has  also  alluded  to  the  recommendation  of  a  Naval 
Academy,  and  seems  to  deprecate  the  policy.  I  will 
observe,  in  answer  to  him,  that  the  same  reasons  which 
apply  in  favor  of  a  Military  Academy,  apply  with  equal 
force  In  favor  of  a  similar  Institution  for  the  instruction 
of  our  Naval  youth.  And  why  should  they  be  neglect- 
ed, while  the  youth  of  the  Army  are  provided  fur  ? 
Has  more  fame  been  acquired  on  land  than  on  tiie  water  ? 
At  least  one  half  of  the  Nation's  glory  th  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  our  gallant  tara.  We  are  told  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman, that  we  are  here  surrounded  by  splendor  and 
extravagance,  and  thai  the  objects  and  habits  which  en- 
trenci)  us  on  all  sides,  inculcate  notions  very  difierent 
from  those  which  we  entertain  At  our  respective  homes. 
This  may  be ;  but.  Let  us  uitdvrtake  retrenchment  and 
reform,  and  prosecute  the  work  as  rigorously  and  effi- 
ciently  as  possible]  4  we  shall,  after  all,  still  find  ourselves 
surrounded  by  splendor  and  extravagance.     These  things 


tion  ?  and  if  we  are  led  astray  by  them,  the  People  who 
sent  us  here  must  apply  the  rod  of  correction,  and  re- 
store us  to  private  life,  until  we  are  restored  to  ourselves. 
Sir,  it  is  constantly  rung  in  our  ears,  that  the  pre^nt 
Administration  is  prodigal  and  wasteful ;  but  where  is 
the  proof  >  What  new  offices  have  been  created  under 
it  P  Not  one.  What  salaries  have  been  raised  ?  Not 
one,  except  that  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  wHbse 
salary,  as  I  am  informed,  was  raised  a  thousand  dollars 
higher  than  tiie  recommendation'ef  the  Executive.  Then 
why  all  this  declamation,  and  all  these  resolutions,  about 
the  muhitude  of  officers,  and  the  extravagance  of  their 
salaries  ?  Sir,  I  repeat  it,  these  resolutions  are  an  attack 
on  the  present  Administration,  and  whether  so  designed 
or  not,  such  is  the  aspect,  I  am  well  convinced,  in  which 
they  will  be  regarded  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains. 
We  are,  moreover,  told,  that  the  per  diem  allowance  re- 
ceived by  U8  here,  as  the  Representatives  of  the  People, 
is  too  much  ;  but  if  this  be  the  fact  it  is  surely  our  own 
fault,  and  the  Administration  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  it.  On 
the  score  of  this  item  of  retrenchment,  I  am  prepared  to 
f^o  as  far  as  any  other  gentleman  on  this  floor.  In  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Bakvxt] 
I  will  go  as  &r  as  he  that  dares  go  farthest.  I  am  wil- 
ling even  to  go  so  far  as  to  do  away  the  compensation  to 
members  altogether.  But,  if  we  are  to  be  supported 
here  at  the  public  expense,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  we 
ought  to  be  furnished  with  such  means  as  will  enable  UJ 
to  live  in  a  manner  becoming  the  Itepresentatives  of  a 
great  People. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  general 
retrenchment  is  absolutely  necessary — that  there  are 
more  officers  employed  here  than  are  required  by  the 
public  interest.  If  such  was  the  case,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  distinguished  individuals  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  would  have  recommended  the  mea- 
sure. My  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  is  very  different 
from  tliat  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  F1.0TD]  appears  to  entertain  of  them.  I  believe 
them  to  be  as  intelligent,  as  honest,  as  patriotic,  as  any 
set  of  men  at  the  head  of  any  Government  in  the  world, 
and  that  we  have  cause  to  rejoice  that  they  are  our 
I  countrymen,  and  have  been  placed  at  the  helm.  If 
justice  should  not  be  done  them  now,  posterity  will  do 
them  justice;  but  I  hope,  and  trust,  and  believe,  that 
the  present  age  will  do  them  justice,  notwithstanding 
the  many  predictions  i^nd  appearances  to  the  contrary  1 
and,  sir,  as  it  relates  to  my  humble  fi)rtunes,  I  cheerfully 
and  fearlessly  peril  them  in  the  same  barque,  and  am  wil- 
ling to  sink  or  swim  with  the  cause  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. 

'  Sir,  we  are  told  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia,  that  this  is  not  the  accepted  time  for  this  inquiry  j 
but  I  put  it  to  the  generous  feelings  of  the  House,  whether, 
af\er  the  renoarks  that  have  been  made,  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  excite  the  suspicion  of  the  People,  and  swell 
the  clamor  against  the  present  Administration,  it  is  right 
then  to  refuse  and  prohibit  an  inquiry  ?  Sir^  this  is  the 
accepted  time  ^  there  is  a  crisis  in  our  political  concerns) 
the  People  are  excited,  and  that,  too,  about  the  very 
matters  embraced  in  this  resolution,  and  justice;  and  gen- 
erosity, our  duty  to  ourselves  and  ta  our  constituents^ 
requiie  that  we  should  now  fully  investigpite  whether  the 
present  Administration  be  culpable  or  innocent. 

[Mr.  WRIGHT  was  proceeding  to  discuss  tlie  subject 
before  the  House,  when  Mr.  WEEMS,  of  Md.,  rose  to  a 
Question  of  order.  The  SPEAKER  requested  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  to  take  his  seat.] 

Mr.  WEEMS  then  stated  that  he  did  not  consider  the 
resolution  under  consideration  in  order,  inasmuch  as  he 
thought  the  whole  subject  contained  in  it  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Tatlor] 
are  inseparable  from  the  seat  of  Goverament*  of  a  na- 1  was  embraced  by  a  resolution  be  offered  some  days  ago^ 
Vol.  IV.— 73 
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which  had  been  adopted  by  the  House.  He  wished, 
therefore,  to  know  from  the  Chair,  whether  the  subject 
was  now  in  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  did  not  consider  the  re- 
solution,  heretofore  adopted,  as  covering  entirely  the 
ground  embraced  by  the  resolution  and  amendment  now 
under  consideration.  It  was,  howerer,  a  question  of  con- 
nsffcncy,  which  belonged  rather  to  the  decision  of  the 
House,  than  the  Chair.  If  the  Spealcer  were  permitted, 
at  least  on  doubtful  cases,  to  draw  qtiestions  of  consisten- 
cy within  the  vortex  of  order,  he  might  usurp  a  negative 
upon  important  propositions,  and  thereby  suppress,  in- 
stead of  subserve,  the  legblative  will.  Sucli  was  the 
Lex  FarUameiUaria,  The  Chair,  therefore,  pronounced 
the  resolution  in  order,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  en- 
titled to  the  floor.  ] 

Mr.  WHIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  owed  it  to  the  subject 
to  express  his  satisfaction  that  this  matter  had  been  in- 
troduced into  the  House,  and,  aald  Mr.  W.  I  may  be  per- 
mitted, I  hope,  to  congratulate  the  country  on  the  aus- 
picious prospects  which  now  appear  to  attond  tlie  pro- 
posed  enquiry.  So  long  ago,  sir,  as  the  18th  of  May, 
1826,  I  presented  to  the  House  a  proposition  having  in 
view  the  same  object  with  that  avowed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ckiltox.]  A  reference  to  the 
Journal  of  that  day  will  show  a  proposition  introduced 
by  me,  to  amend  the  rules  of  tlie  House,  so  as  to  raise  a 
standing  conmiittee  on  retrenchment*  whose  express  du- 
ty it  should  be  to  examine  into  the  mode  and  manner 
in  which  business  was  transacted  in  tlie  various  public 
o6fice8|  to  ascertain  any  abuses  that  existed,  and  sug- 
gest tlie  proper  remedies,  and  propose  measures  calcu- 
lated to  promote  economy  in  the  transaction  of  public 
affahrs.  The  proposition  met  with  little  fa^-or  then,  and  1 
was  unable  to  get  it  off  from  the  table.  I  am  glad  to  see 
many  gentlemen,  from  whom  I  then  received  neither  aid 
nor  countenance,  anxious  to  promote  the  measure  now. 
I  then  preferred  a  general  Standing  Committee,  because, 
in  looking  over  the  duties  assigned  to  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  House,  1  was  afraid  that  this,  as  I  then 
thouglit,  and  still  think,  important  subject,  would  be  ne- 
l^lected  by  committees  chai^d  with  so  many  other  du- 
ties. At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  sir,  thinking  that, 
if  1  directed  my  efforts  to  one  single  subject,  I  might  be 
more  successful,  1  offered  a  resolution  directing  an  en- 
quiry into  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House,  la  looking  over  the  items  of  expenditure  con- 
nected with  it,  I  thought  many  of  them  extravagant  and 
unnecessar>'«  conducing  mote  to  the  convenience  of  mem- 
bers than  to  the  advancement  of  the  public  interest.  I 
thought  retrenchment  ought  to  be  made,  and  that  it  was 
proper  the  work  should  begin  here,  in  this  House.  I'his 
project  foiled,  as  did  the  other.  1  am  really  gratified 
.that  the  subject  is  now  here  under  different  auspices,  and 
tliat  the  present  proportion  meets  much  more  favor  than 
either  of  mine  did. 

I  have,  sir,  still  another  cause  to  congratulate  myself 
that  this  subject  is  introduced  in  the  House  at  this  time, 
and  under  the  present  auspices.  •  The  present  President 
of  tlie  United  States  has  recommended  it  to  your  consi- 
deration in  his  two  last  messages.  This  fthows  the  sub- 
ject is  not  a  new  one,  brought  forward  for  the  first  time 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  The  President,  in  his 
message  to  Congress,  in  December,  1826,  says:  'Mt  is 
well  for  us,  however,  to  be  admonislied  of  the  necessity 
of  abiding  by  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant  economy, 
and  of  resorting  to  all  honorable  and  useful  expedients, 
for  pursuing,  with  steady  and  inflexible  perseverance,  the 
total  discharge  of  the  debt"  In  the  message  of  Decem- 
ber, 1837,  he  says :  •*  The  deep  solicitude  felt  by  all 
classes  throughout  tlie  Union,  for  the  total  disciiarge  of 
the  public  debt,  will  apologize  for  the  earnestness  with 
which  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  urge  this  topic  upon  the  con- 


sideration of  Congress,  of  recommending  to  them  again 
the  strictest  economy  in  the  application  of  the  public 
funds." 

Sir,  if  we  really  wisli  to  retrench  the  pitbGc  expendi- 
tureit,  and  reform  existing  abuses,  we  have  reason  to  feli- 
citate ourselves  on  the  prospect  of  doing  something ; 
and  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  a  measure  which, 
when  brought  forward  by  me,  wholly  failed  to  find  £ivor, 
and  which,  when  earnestly  and  repeatedly  recommended  j 
to  our  consideration  by  our  present  excellent  and  vigihint  ' 
Chief  MaeistVate,  under  the  injunctions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, could  not  attract  the  attention  of  the  House,  or  drsv 
out  one  friend  of  economy  and  reform  in  its  &vor,  has 
now  drawn  to  its  support  the  aid  of  many  gentlemen, 
from  differont  sides  of  the  Houa^.  I  hope  something 
will  now  be  done.  I  have  supposed  that,  in  some  of  the 
many  public  oflioes  to  which  the  business  of  the  nation 
is  consigned,  there  are  extravagancies  and  sbuses  that 
need  remedy ;  -bttt  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  say,  1  am  uinb\e 
to  say  precisely  where  the  extravagance  or  the  abuses  can 
be  found.  I  want  the  subject  enquired  into  by  a  compe- 
tent committee,  and  fully  probed  to  the  bottom.  Give 
us  information  and  light,  and  if  reform  be  needed,  kt  us 
reform.  I  entertain  the  opinion  that  this  duty  would  be 
better  performed  by  the  able,  experienced,  and  diltgcfit 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  than  by  any  Select  Cois- 
mittee  wiiich  may  be  raised,  composed,  probably*  of  neir 
members.  Gentlemen  must  be  more  fortumtte  tfaaa  I 
have  been,  if,  in  visiting  the  offices  on  biiaineas^  they  can 
find  their  way  through  tlie  different  official  ramificadrsei 
of  the  offices  $  and  they  will,  I  fear,  make  slow  pio^*t« 
in  searehing  for  abuses  where  they  are  ignorant  ot'  'X 
routine  of  business.  If  gentlemen  will  advert  to  tk 
duties  devolved  by  the  role  of  the  House  on  the  €«■- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Mean%  they  will  find  tl&at,  aiacff 
other  things,  that  committee  is  required  "  to  inquire  i^ 
to  the  state  of  the  public  debt,  of  tlie  revenue,  arnS « 
the  expenditures^  and  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  t^ 
opinion  thereon  ;  and  to  examine  into  the  state  of  ibe 
several  public  Department^  and  particulariy  into  tk 
laws  making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  repeit 
whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed  oonfambify 
with  those  laws  \  and  also,  to  report,  from  time  t»  nse, 
such  provisions  aad  arrangements  as  may  be  necesarf  to 
add  to  the  economy  of  the  Department^  and  the  accoas- 
tabilily  of  their  officers."  This  committee,  tlien,  is  liie 
proper  committee  $  its  members  are  fiunitiar  wi\h  c 
whole  subject,  many  of  them  are  old  members;  ^ 
have  long  contemplated  the  whole  routine  ol  public  be- 
siness  in  the  offices,  and  can  act  speedily  and  efficka^^:- 
I'hey  know  where  to  strike ;  from  them  I  sfaoald  especi 
something  ;  but  1  should  not  feel  the  same  conBdeaoe  a 
a  Select  Committee.  I  hope,  tlierefore,  the  rrSssact 
will  be  to  that  Committee  «  but  if  that  is  refused  '  *^ 
vote  for  a  Select  Committee. 

Sir,  it  has  become  fiishioimble,  in  various  paits  ot  ^ 
House,  for  gentlemen  to  rise  and  proclaim  Uieir  des^e  '•» 
do  the  public  business  and  go  home ;  and  I  wiU  avaHti^- 
self  of  this  occasion,  lest  I  should  not  be  faTored  *f^ 
anotlier,  to  say,  that  it  is  abo  my  desire  to  do  the  pu>^ 
btisiness  and  return  home.  I  am  willing-  to  ei^gag^  '"* 
doing  the  public  business,  and  work  at  it,  and  ^^ 
done,  to  go  home.  But  1  am  not  willing  to  go  hoase  *:^ 
fore  we  have  made  some  effort  to  do  the  (Mibltc  busx»3>^^ 
even  if  we  fail  in  accomplishing  it.  What  have  we  dc?- 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BocKAaA?  j  ^ 
told  us  the  session  is  half  over.  We  have  patased  a  l»*i 
appropriating  money  to  pay  ourselves^  but  what  else  k«'^^ 
we  done  f  Let  gentlemen  examine  into  th«  biiss^^ 
done,  and  they  will  find  we  have  passed  no  other  »>^'| 
Let  us  not  go  home  and  leave  the  public  business,  ^  ^ 
do  it,  and  then  talk  of  going  home.  II  I  Qoderstaiid  jN 
geiulemau  right,  (and  I  always  listeo  to  Jiim  wiUi  pu  ^ 
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sure,)  he  avowed  himself  favorable  to  retrenchment  and 
reform,  but  thought  it  not  the  accepted  time  to  engage 
in  lliat  work/  Why  is  it  not  the  accepted  time  ?  Jf  I 
seek  an  answer  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  I  find 
nothing  but  the  observations  alluded  to,  that  the  session 
was  half  through,  and  we  ought  to  do  the  public  busi- 
iiesd  and  go  home.  Is  the  gentleman  content  that  we 
infer  from  this  that  retrenchment  and  reform  is  not  the 
public  busncBS  ^  Surely  he  would  not  admit  that.  We 
have  done  notlung — there  must  be  some  public  business 
done  before  we  go  home.  What  are  we  to  do  ?  This, 
sir,  is  public  business—let  us  engage  in  it.  Let  us  re 
trciicli — ferret  out  abuses,  if  any  exist — and  reform. 
The  gentleman  has  declared  that  he  is  no  friend  to  the 
Administration.  I  declare  I  am  a  friend  to  the  Admins- 
tration  ;  and  I  am  for  engaging  in  this  measure— which 
has  been  repeatedly  presse<l  upon  us  by  the  President — 
and  correcting  any'abuses  that  shall  be  found  to  exist.  I 
will  go  with  the  gentleman  in  this  work.  Begin  the  in- 
quiry {  and  if  we  are  unable  to  accomplish  our  object 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  I  will  go  farther,  and  em- 
power the  committee  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
allow  them  to  sit  here  during  the  whole  recess  of  Con- 
gress, if  necessary,  that  we  may  have  the  information  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in 
time  to  act  on  it  then.  Let  us  go  to  work,  and  stick  to 
it  from  morning  till  night,  and  try  to  do  some  of  the  bu- 
siness belbra  us. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Randolph]  also 
says,  now  is  not  the  accepted  time  to  engage  in  this  in- 
vestigation, or  to  adopt  measures  for  retrenching  the 
public  expenditures.     He  has  given  us  one  reason  why 
this  is  not  the  accepted  time.     He  has  another  object- 
one  of  much  greater  importance — an  object  requiring 
Lis  every  effbrt— to  which  he  would  look  with  a  single 
eye  :  and  in  order  to  do  that  one  thing  well,  he  would 
not  engage  in  this — he  would  do  but  one  thing  at  a  time. 
The  gentleman  did  not  tell  us  what  that  object  was  that 
called  for  his  single  and  undivided  exertions ;   but  he 
used  language  in  reference  to  it  which  no  one  could  mis- 
undci-stand.    I  will  not  say,  sir,  that  the  object  refeixed 
to  as  requiring  the  entire  effort  of  himself  and  friends, 
was,  to  pull  down  the  present  Administration  ;  but  I  will 
say,  I  so  understood  his  remarks.     I  will  not  say  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  is  not  meritorious ;  far  be  it  from 
me   to  judge  >ny  man's  merits  or  motives :  but  I  may 
say,  that^  if  I  were  to  engage  in  such  a  work,  it  would 
not,  with  me,  be  meritorious.     I  sliould  esteem  it  merito- 
rious to  engage  in  the  work  of  reforfn— of  ferreting  out 
and  exposing  •')€  abuses,  if  any  exist,  of  the  ofHcers  of 
Government ;  but  for  me  to  engage  in  pulling  down  the 
Administration  firat,  and  then  hunt  out  and  expose  the 
abuses  they  had  been  guilty  of,  would  be  a  work  of  no 
merit.     If  your  officers  do  wrong,  show  that  to  the  Peo- 
ple, and  they  will  turn  them  out :  but  do  nut  pull  them 
down  without  some  evidence  of  abuse.     Sir,  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia  has  proclaimed  tliat  there  are  many 
abuses  and  extravagancies  that  ought  to  be  remedied : 
and  yet  no^v  was  not  the  proper  time  to  apply  the  rem- 
edy.   But  ^  hy  this  is  uot  the  proper  t*me,  we  are  not  told. 
If  abuses  exist,  we  cannot  be  too  soon  in  applying  the 
remedy.     The  (bourse  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
over  the  way,  to  my  understandmg,  is  inconsistent.  Why 
not  g'o  to  work  now,  and  find  out  tlicse  abuses  ? 

[  Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  enquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  meant  him.  Mr.  WRIGHT  replied,  he  did  not; 
but  he  would  attend  to.  the  genUeman  in  a  short  time.] 
Sir«  iaid  Mr.  Waie&T,  if  abuses  exist,  if  retrenchment 
is  necessary,  whjr  did  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  vote 
to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,  with  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  putting  an  end  to  the  enquiry  \  To  me  this  ap- 
pears inconsistent  \  but  it  is  not  for  me  to  reconcile  the 
g^entleman's  course  with  consistency. 


The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Mitchxll]  told 
us  that  the  mover  of  these  resolutions  was  fresh  from 
the  People,  and  fresh  from  the  oven  of  public  opinion. 
1  am  glad,  sir,  that,  coming  fresh  from  the  oven,  he  re- 
tained, when  he  took  his  seat  here,  sufficient  heat  to 
introduce  this  subject  to  our  consideration,  under  tlie 
new  era  of  which  he  had  heard.  I  hope  he  will  have 
heat  and  perseverance  enough  to  carry  it  through.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  also  gone  into  an  exa- 
mination of  himself,  and  disclosed  his  experience  to  tlie 
House.  He  ha<l  spoken  of  his  sense  of  shame,  result- 
ing  from  the  conviction  that  he  had  been  growing  worse 
ever  since  he  came  here,  and  more  estranged  from  his 
constituents  by  the  extravagance  and  splendor  that  sur- 
rounded him.  Sir,  I  regret  his  deterioration,  but  I  hope 
this  self  examination,  to  which  he  has  been  excited  by 
the  condition  and  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, the  mover  of  these  resolutions,  will  be  servicea- 
ble to  him,  and  so  warm  him  up,  tliat  he  may  unite  in 
pushing  this  enquiry,  that,  when  he  returns  to  the  Peo- 
ple, or  the  oven  of  public  opinion,  he  may  be  able, 
from  the  light  and  knowledge  he  obtains,  to  remove  any 
prejudices  he  may  find  among  his  constituents  and  the 
People  of  his  part  of  the  Union,  against  the  present 
Administration,  as  to  any  charges  of  profligate  and  ex- 
travagant expenditures  of  the  public  treasures.  I  win 
now  attend  to  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia,  over  the 
way,  [Mr.  Floyu.]  Vo^  sir.  before  I  do  so,  I  have  one 
other  remark  to  make  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see. He  has  told  us,  sir,  tliat  the  officers  employed  in 
administering  th6  affiiirs  of  this  Government  exceeded 
nine  thousand,  and  has'  emphatically  asked  if  this  is  not 
evidence  of  our  departure  from  Republican  simplicity  ? 
The  gentleman  would  have  been  less  likely  to  have  been 
misunderstood  by  the  country,  if,  in  speaking  of  this 
great  number  of  officers,  he  had  remembered  to  inform 
us  that  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  of  them  were 
Deputy  Postmasters,  employed  all  over  the  country  in 
diflrusing  information,  light,  and  knowledge,  the  founda- 
tion and  support  of  free  Government.  The  residue  may 
be  more  than  our  Government  requires  \  but  I  am  not 
able,  with  my  present  information,  to  say  what  offices 
should  be  dispensed  with. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Fx.oTn]  had  said 
tliere  were  a  good  many  offices  that  might  be  abolished, 
and  a  great  deal  of  expenditure.  .  He  has  not  told  wliat 
offices. 

[Mr.  RANDOLPH  rose,  and  asked  Mr.  W.  to  give  him 
the  floor. .  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  yield  it  for  the  purpose 
of  explanation.  Mr.  li.  said  he  wished  it  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  Mr.  W.  yielded.  Mr.  RANDOLPH  i  1  wish 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  say  if  he  means  me.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT :  I  do  not  mean  the  gentleman  $  I  mean 
the  genilemau  entirely  over  the  way.  I  should  have 
taken  it  kindly,  if  the  gentleman  had  informed  us  what 
offices  could  be  aboliiilied — a  few  of  the  many  he  had 
spoken  of.  I  sliould  have  taken  it  kindly,  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  advised  us  of  some  of  the  great  deal  of  use- 
less expenditure  to  which  he  referred.  It  was  easy  to 
make  general  chaises— nnany  such  had  been  made.  I 
want  particulars.  What  office  can  be  abolished  I  What 
expenditure  is  too  great  ?  1  believe  there  may  be  tome. 
I  am  anxious  to  know  where*  and  how  we  can  apply  the 
remedy.  I  do  not  find  the  information  in  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  on  the  Tacubaya  mission.  I  had  fear- 
ed, from  the  vote  of  yesterday,  on  the  proposition  to 
lay  on  the  table,  in  which  I  find  the  vote  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia*  entirely  over  the  way,  in  the  affirm- 
ative, that  he  would  go  witli  us  in  the  work  of  retrenche- 
ment ;  but  he  tells  you  this  morning,  that  this  is  the  ac- 
cepted time  to  engage  in  this  good  work.  The  genUe- 
man tells  us  a  new  era  has  cumroenced,  and  we  sre  about 
to  feel  all  the  calamities  that  can  be  heaped  upon  the 
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People.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  to  what  the  gentleman 
alludes.  Is  it  to  the  change  that  took  place  in  this  House  | 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session  r  Is  that  the  new 
era  tliat  is  to  brine  down  upon  the  People  this  great 
weight  of  calamity  1  I  had  hoped  belter  things  of  this 
new  era.  That  we  were  to  have  reform,  retrenchment, 
•11  the  abuses  of  the  public  offices  hunted  out,  eiposed, 
and  corrected ;  that  the  People  were  to  be  no  longer 
visited  by  calamity,  but  have  blessing^  showered  down 
upon  them.  I  hope  I  have  not  been  mistaken  in  the 
good  that  was  to  follow  this  new  era.  I  agree,  sir,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Blakk]  that  we  are  ap- 
proaching an  important  crisis  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
country,  and  all  are  desirous  of  knowing  if  the  President 
and  heads  of  Departments  are  abusing  the  trust  confided 
to  them — if  they  are  pr'  fligrate  in  the  public  expendi- 
tures. Nay,  1  ttiink  tiicie  is  a  peculiar  fitness  and  pro- 
priety in  siftJRg  this  matter  now — many  charges  had  been 
made  against  tlie  incumbents  of  office,  of  prodigality  and 
waste. 

The  Chief  Maristrate  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  ; 
tlie  People  should  be  informed  if  these  charges  are  true. 
An  issue  is  made  up  and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the 
People,  and  before  they  are  called  on  to  pronounce  the 
l^ilt  or  innocence  of  this  officer,  they  should  be  furnished 
with  the  evideuce — all  the  evidence  on  the  subject. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  entirely  over  the  way, 
[Mr.  FlotdJ  supposes  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
are  opposed  to  retrenchment,  and  to  the  reduction  of  the 
public  ddbt.  Sir,  1  know  of  no  such  opposition  of  the 
friends  of  the  Administration.  No  one  has  avowed  any 
such  feelings.  The  supposition  is  groundless,  altogether 
gratuitous.  The  friends  of  the  Administration  are  friend- 
ly to  retrenchment :  but  if  they  were  not,  if  any  friend 
were  opposed,  1  have  shown  in  the  extracts  I  have  read, 
that  the  Cabinet  and  President  are  in  favor  of  both.  The 
gentleman  has  adverted  to  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  the  tariff.  He  seems  to  think  these  measures 
frauglit  with  calamity  to  the  People,  and  he  invokes  the 
Bepresentatives  from  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South 
and  the  West  to> unite  and  arrest  these  measures.  Sir,  1 
represent  a  part  of  the  agricultural  People  of  the  West, 
to  whom  that  gentleman  adverts.  They  do  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  in  the  fears  he  expresses,  or  his  opin- 
ion, that  every  act  of  legislation  on  the  tariff*  lessens  the 
price  of  their  products,  and  increases  the  price  of  every 
manufactured  article  necessity  compels  them  to  buy. 
Appealing  to  the  knowledge  resulting  from  the  expc 
rience  of  the  country,  they  believe  the  more  you 
protect  the  manufacturer,  the  more  you  multiply 
tlie  consumers  of  ttie  agricultural  products,  and  by  in- 
creasing the  demand  in  the  home  market,  you  increase 
the  price  of  the  products  of  the  former.  On  the  other 
hand,  that,  in  proportion  as  you  protect  and  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  those  necessity  compels  the  former 
to  buy,  the  more-you  reduce  by  the  home  competition 
the  price  of  the  articles — such  lias  been  the  case  with  cot- 
ton cloths,  and  such  they  think  would  be  the  case  with 
other  cloths.  The  fears  of  my  constituents  as  to  the  ta- 
riff, are  not  of  the  same  kind  with  those  expressed  by  the 
gentleman— they  are  of  an  entire  different  kind.  They 
mr  lest,  not  only  this  entire  month,  but  this  entire  ses- 
sion, will  pass  away,  before  we  even  hear  from  our  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  ;  they  fear  nothing  from  the  pas- 
sage of  a  tariff  bill  that  they  desire,  and  have  prayed  for, 
and  will  continue  to  pray  for. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  of  great  extravagances  and  of 
many  abuses — but  no  one  has  been  specified.  I  regret 
that  this  is  not  the  case.  Tell  us  where  the  abuses  are 
iobe  found — what  officer's  salary  should  be  reduced. 
Is  it  that  of  the  Postmaster  General  ?  Will  any  gentle- 
man say  his  salary  is  too  great  a  compensation  for  the  va- 
\  rioua  and  arduous  duties  devolved  upon  him  ?    If  they  do. 


let  them  satisfy  mc  of  the  fact,  and  1  will  unite  to  reduce 
his  pay.  But  bow  can  the  Administration  be  chargeabl: 
with  waste  and  extravagance  ^  They  can  expend  no 
money  except  on  the  appropriations  of  Congress ;  and 
what  laws  have  we  passed,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Administration,  to  increase  expenditures  or 
salaries,  except  that  of  the  Postmaster  General  ?  I  recol- 
lect none.  If  then  there  is  waste,  and  profligacy,  and  ex- 
travagance,  it  originates  and  continues  here.  Pwnt  out 
the  extravagant  object,  and  withhold  the  appropriation. 
We  are  to  blame — we  hold  the  purse  strings  of  the  nation, 
and  I  am  not  disposed  to  surrender  them,  and  we  can 
close  and  open  the  purse  at  pleasure.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotd]  speaks  of  visionary  and  ex- 
travagant projects.  Does  he  rank  among  the  Ti^onary 
and  extravagant  projects  that  introduced  by  himseff^  to 
establish  a  new  Government  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia,  or  Oregon  river  ?  I  formeriy  went  with  him  \n  f»voT 
of  that  bill,  but  he  says  so  much  of  visionary  schemes, 
that  I  begin  to  doubt  if  that  be  not  one. 

Sir,  I  repeat  my  sincere  desire  that  we  mav  proceed 
to  apply  all  our  disposable  means  to  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt,  as  far  as  our  contracts  will  allow  us  to 
redeem,  and  go  on  in  the  Work  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment— ferret  out  abuses,  expose  and  correct  then. 
I  wish,  to  be  sure,  gentlemen  had  been  more  specific, 
for  who  can  tell  now,  afler  the  debate,  where  ibe 
alleged  abuses  exist,  any  more  than  he  could  teH  before 
it  began.  I  cannot  :  but  I  am  for  going  on  with  ti*c 
work,  in  order  to  find  and  to  cure  them  if  they  exist.  I 
have  done. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendocof 
proposed  by  Mr.  Taylor  yesterday,  by  striking  wii  il 
after  the  word  ••that,"  with  which  it  commences^  and  in- 
serting as  follows  : 

"  The  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  be  directsf 
to  examine  into  the  manner  in  which  tlie  mone}^  ap- 
propriated to  defray  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourK 
have  been  expended,  and  that  the  Committees  oa  ibe 
several  Executive  Departments  be  directed  to  inqiuc 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  moneys  appropriated  fe 
the  contingent  expences  of  those  Departments  \\vrt 
been  expended  ;  and  that  the  said  several  Ccmmiitw 
do  make  special  rei)ort  to  this  House,  as  fisr  as  iI<t 
can  ascertain  the  facts  touching  the  matters  befors 
stated." 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Mr.   McDUFFIE  oii 
it  was  with  no  affectation  he  declared  his  sincere  ref^t 
at  the  introduction  of  this  matter,  and  at  the  course  lie 
discussion  of  it  had  taken.     1  was  fully  convinced*  iron 
tJie  beginning,  said  Mr.  McD.  that  no  subject  couJd  k 
stirred  in  this  House,  bearing  either  directly  or  i«£rrc:?r 
on  the  two  great  parties  mihtant  now  in  the  ^tUof  po- 
litical   warfare,   that  would  not  interfere  most  isjtiiwftlT 
with  the  appropriate  legislative  business  of  Cof^resk   U 
was  this  conviction  that  caused  mc  to  do  every  thiaf  ib 
my  power  to  arrest  this  debate  at  its  commencement,  tsd 
to  regret  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gentlesaa 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.   KAirDOLrB]^o  lay  the   resolutioa  ^ 
the  table — a  regret  in  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  House 
must,  by  this  time,  participate — did  not  prevail.     Bui  «t 
have  now  fuUv  got  mto  the  discussion.     All  attempts  '^ 
avoid  it  have  been  defeated  by  the  concurrence  of  bet^ 
sides  of  the  House  ;  and  so  far  as  it  can  be  considered  ^ 
party  question,  a  portion  of  both  parties  appear  to  hart 
rushed  into  it.      So  far  as  my  conduct  is  concemec— 
whether  as  it  relates  to  my  duties  as  a  Representative  a 
the  People,  or  as  a  member  of  a  party — I  would  hsrt  ^ 
distinctly  understood  that  1  shall,  m  this  matter,  act  upo 
my  own  grounds  and  upon  my  own  opinions. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  I  think  it  proper  to  say,  tltst 
I  d«  nut  reftard  it  as  becoming  the  dignity  of  this  House, 
or  as  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  which  it  is  c«r 
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special  duty  to  promote,  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  any 
question  which  is  either  intended  or  calculated  to  have  a 
political  bearing  upon  either  of  the  two  parties  that  now 
divide  the  country.  UnfoHunately  for  the  public  interest, 
we  have  too  ntuch  reason  to  apprehend  the  undue  and 
improper  infusion  of  party  politics  into  the  discussion  of 
those  legislative  measures  which  it  is  our  duty  to  consi- 
der.   Under  this  impression,   I  entered  upon  the  busi- 
ness of  this  Congress  with  a  fixed  purpose  of  avoiding 
any  reference  to  this  Administration,  farther  than  was 
indi8j)en8ably  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  my 
duty  in  relation  to  those  public  measures  which  belone 
to  the  legislation  of  Congress.     But,  sir,  I  presume  I  shidl 
obtain  credit  when  I  say  that,  if  it  shall  ever  become  my 
duty  to  make  any  movement   here  tending  to  implicate 
this  Administration,  I  shall  openly  and  distinctly  avow 
my  purpose.     Believing  it,  however,  lo  be  incompati- 
ble with  the  interest  of  the  country  to  cartv  on  this  dis- 
cussion, either  for  the  purpose  of  inculpating  or  excul- 
pating the  Administration,   1  sincerely  hope  it  will  be 
speedily  terminated  :  for,  as  to  any  other  obiect,  it  must 
evidently  end  in  nothing.    No  practical  result  can  possi- 
bly grow  out  of  it  the    present  sesnon.    With  regard 
to  the  number  of  officers  existing  under  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  salaries  they  now  enjoy,   I  would  remark, 
in  the  6rst  place,  that  the  present  Administration  cannot 
be  fairly  made  responsible,  but  to  a  very  small  extent, 
for  the  one  or  the  other.     The  offices  were  created, 
with  a  few  exceptions,   and  their  salaries  fixed  by  law, 
before  this  Administration  came  into  power.     A  propo- 
sition to  limit  the  number  of  tliese  officers,  or  to  curtail 
their  salaries,   ought  not,   therefore,  to  be  debated  as  a 
question  affecting  the  present  incumbents  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government.  That  certainly  is  not  the  point  of  their 
responsibility.     On  tlie  subject  of  tlie  proposed  retrench- 
ments, I  differ  entirely  from  the  mover  of  the  original 
resolution.    The  ti-ue  mode  of  effecting  reforms  really  and 
extensively  beneficial  to  the  country,  is  not  by  lopping 
off  public  officers  with  an  indiscriminating  hand,  and  cur- 
tailing salaries  without  a  due  regard  to  the  importance  of 
the  duties  for  which  they  are  paid.    This  is  at  best  but  a 
very  small  business.  No  saving  worth  the  discussion  could 
be  effected  by  it.     If  any  thing  salutary  is  to  be  done,  it 
must  be  a  general  and  systematic  reform  of  the  system 
which  regulates  and  controls  the  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic  money.     An  effective  system  of  lesponsibility  might 
save  millions  in  the  public  expenditures ;  I  make  this  gen- 
eral remark  without  any  reference  to  the  actual  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  so  for  as  they  are  connected  with 
the  present  Administration.  But  I  will  state  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Ckiltov) 
and  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  view  I  am  present- 
ing, that  there  are  two  of  the  Executive  Departments,  as 
well  orgttni^ed,   both  with  reference  lo  the  efficient  per- 
formance of  the  duties  belonging  to  them,  and  to  the  strict 
observance  of  economy  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public 
money,  as  any  Departments  ever  were  organized  in  any 
Government  on  earth.     I  refer,  sir,  to  the  Department  of 
War  and  that  of  the  General  Post  Office.     Yes,  sir,  it  is 
susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration,  the  system  of 
strict  accountability  introduced  into  the  War  Department 
by  the  late  SecreUry  of  War,  effected  an  annual  saving  of 
at  least  one  million  of  dollars  in  the  expenses  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  independent  of  the  reduction  of  the 
Army.      The  improvemenU  introduced  into  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  have  added,  in  a  manner  not  less  strik- 
ing:,   to   its  usefulness  and  economy.     Since  that  Depart- 
ment was  committed  to  the  management  of  the  excellent, 
and  able,    and  faithful  officer  who  now  presides  over  it, 
&n   increase  of  lialf  a  million  of  dollars  has  been  add- 
5cl    to    its  annual  revenue,    while  the  facilities  for  the 
ransmis^ion  of  intelligence  by  the  mail,  throughout  every 
lortion  of  the  Union,  have  been  increased  t*o  or  three 


fold.  And  how,  sir,  were  these  signal  improvements 
effected  ^  By  diminishing  the  number  of  the  officers  con* 
nected  with  those  departments }  So  far  from  this  being 
the  case,  the  number  of  officers  was  as  much  increased 
as  was  necessary  for  a  proper  distribution  of  duties  and 
division  of  responsibility.  To  each  officer  was  assigned 
his  appropriate  duty,  and  the  officer  whose  duty  it  was 
to  control  and  check  the  disbursing  officers,  had  no  agen- 
cy in  making  the  disbursement.  To  the  complete  suc- 
ces  of  this  system  in  the  Post  Office  Depvtment,  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  clerks  has  been** indispensable. 
And  I  was  informed  the  other  day  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  that  one  single  clerk  had  been  the  means  of 
saving  fifty  thousand  dollars,  I  think,  in  the  postage  of 
newspapers  alone.  What  are  we  to  infer  from  these  facts 
on  the  subject  we  are  discussing  f  I  will  tell  you  sir.  As 
it  is  apparent  that  no  beneficial  reforms  have  ever  yet 
been  introduced  that  did  not  proceed  from  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  the  Executive  Departments,  so  may  we  justly  in- 
fer, that  no  important  improvements  ever  will,  or  ever 
can  be  made,  without  at  least  the  aid  and  co-operation  of 
those  officers.  If  we  have  not  at  the  head  of  those  De- 
partments, able,  efficient,  and  practical  men — men.  Sir, 
who  have  a  talent  for  business — 1  will  not  say  for  action, 
lest  I  should  be  misconstrued,  as  on  another  occasion,  to 
mean  military  action — unless  in  a  word,  We  have  men 
eminently  qualified,  not  only  to  talk  about  public  busi- 
ness, but  to  do  it  succesfully,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  this 
House  to  attempt  any  thing  like  a  beneficial  reform  in  re* 
lation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money*  It  must 
be  obvious,  I  think,  from  these  views  of  the  subject,  that 
it  will  never  answer  any  good  purpose,  to  go  blindfold  in- 
to the  business  of  reform,  .cutting  off  indiscriminately  this 
officer  and  that,  without  a  thorough  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  whole  system,  and  the  relation  which 
the  officers  in  question  bear  to  that  system.  So  far  there- 
fore, as  the  resolution  of  tlie  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  proposes  a  reduction  of  officers,  or  a  decrease 
of  their  salaries,  and  that  seems  to  be  its  principal  aim,  I 
repeat  my  opinion,  that  the  inciuicy  must  end  in  nothing. 
We  should  only  send  a  committee  of  this  House  a  tilting 
against  shadows.  With  what  consistency.  Sir,  could  any 
committee  of  this  House  recommend  a  reduction  of  the 
number  of  Executive  officers,  when,  at  the  very  last  ses- 
sion. Congress  authorized,  by  law,  an  increase  of  the 
number  employed  in  almost  ever}'  one  of  the  Executive 
Departments  '  I  cannot,  therefore,  consent  to  indulge  the 
peculiar  views  of  any  member  on  either  side  of  the  House 
so  fisir  as  to  consume  the  time  of  this  House,  which  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  the  ordinary  business  of  tlie  session,  in 
what  must  evidently  prove  to  be  an  unprofitable  inquiry, 
and  worse  than  an  unprofitable  discussion.  I  have  no 
idea.  Sir,  of  converting  this  Hall  into  an  arena  for  con- 
ducting a  political  canvass.  A  few  words.  Sir,  with  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 

It  appears,  from  the  very  large  vote  recently  given 
against  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table,  including  both 
parties^  that  the  House  deem  an  inc^uiry  necessary  and 
proper.  The  friends  of  the  Administration  seem  to  re- 
gard such  an  inquiry  necessary  to  exonerate  the  Admi- 
nistration from  the  imputations  supposed  to  be  cast  upon 
them.  Now,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion,  that,  if  we  go 
into  an  inquiry  at  all,  it  should  not  be  mere  children's 
play.  If  we  are  to  prosecute  an  inquiry  into  the  alleged 
or  the  possible  abuses  of  the  Government,  let  us  direct 
that  inquiry,  specifically,  to  those  parts  of  the  system 
where  such  abuses  are  most  likely  to  occur.  Though  I 
never  will  sanction  the  injustice  of  making  this  Adminis- 
tration responsible  for  the  extent  of  the  peace  establish- 
ment, civil  and  military ;  y«t  the  appUcation  of  the  va- 
rious contingent  funds  placed  at  their  disposal,  is  a  very 
different  matter.  1  perceive  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  are  very  prompt  to  meet  this  as  an  at- 
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tack  on  (he  present  Administration,  and  to  insist  upon  an 
inquiry,  with  a  view  to  their  defence  and  exculpation. 
I  would  suggest  to  those  gentlemen,  that»  if  their  object 
is  to  whitewash  the  Administration,  they  can  accomplish 
it  otily  by  giving  the  inquiry  a  direction  such  as  I  have 
proposed.  All  the  other  points  of  inquiry  that  have  been 
suggested,  are  perfectly  immaterial,  so  far  as  this  Admi- 
nistration is  concerned.  But  if  there  has  been  any  thing 
extravagant  or  improper  in  the  application  of  the  con- 
tingent fund,  •tliey  ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  it. 
I  have  no  kno^pCkdge,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  Aind 
has  been  employed,  particularly  as  relates  to  diplomatic 
agents  and  messengers  sent  abroad.  I  have,  however, 
seen  it  repeatedly  stated  in  the  public  prints--and  I  can 
make  the  matter  no  more  notorious  by  stating  it  here,  or 
I  would  not  state  it — that  a  distinguished  editor  of  a  news* 
paper  in  Virginia,  received  from  the  contingent  fund  a- 
bout  1700  dollaiv,  for  g^ing  to  Buenos  Ayres  on  public 
business,  when,  in  fact  he  went  to  Europe  on  his  own. 
Abuses  of  this  kind,  if  they  exist,  ought  surely  to  be  ex- 
posed and  corrected.  If  they  do  not  exist,  it  is  due  to 
the  officera  implicated,  that  the  truth  should  be  present- 
ed in  an  authentic  form  to  the  public.  I  think  the  con* 
tingent  fund  a  very  proper  subject  of  investigation,  with* 
out  any  reference  to  alleged  abuses.  There  sliould  be 
an  annual  scrutiny  by  the  committees  of  this  House  into 
the  application  of  alt  the  contingent  funds,  and  the  scru- 
tiny cannot  be  too  minute.  Sir,  I  was  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  this  subject  altogether ;  but,  as  it  has  been  forced  up- 
on us  from  all  sides  of  tlie  House,  I  can  consent  to  it  only 
in  the  specific  and  practical  form  jodicated  in  tlie  amend- 
ment I  have  submitted. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  addressed  the  Chair.  That  has  ar- 
lived  (^said  be)  which  must  have  been  foreseen  by  every 
member  yesterday,  whether  he  voted  for  or  ajpiinst  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table.  Tliis  House 
is  converted  into  an  electioneering  arena.  I  should 
not,  permit  me  to  say  before  I  go  any  farther,  have  inquir* 
ed  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  •«  over  the  way"— I  will 
not  say  out  of  the  way-^at  winch  of  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Virginia  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject  he  levelled 
his  remarks,  if  he  had  not  responded  to  tlie  inquiry  of  my 
colleague  that  he  did  not  intend  them  for  him  :  arid,  as  at 
my  call  he  declares  that  he  did  not  intend  them  for  me, 
I  leave  it  to  that  other  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  who  has  spoken  on  this  debate,  to  take 
them  to  himself. 

[Here  Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  permission  to  explain — 
but  Mr.  RANDOLPH  refused  to  yield  the  floor  for  that 
purpose.] 

But,  (continued  Mr.  R. )  if  the  gentleman  meant  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Flotd]  to  ray  colleague  I  relegate  the 

fentleman,  being  well  satisBed  that  he  could  not  be  in 
etter  hands.  Yes,  Sir,  with  this  thing  I  have  done  for- 
ever. I  will  not  be  provoked,  nor  will  I  suffer  myself 
to  be  induced  to  enter  into  personalities  witli  any  man 
upon  this  Aoor ;  but  I  do  know  that  the  newspapera 
have  it  in  their  power,  and,  whether  designedly  or  not, 
they  do  exercise  that  power,  of  giving  to  my  remarks 
a  pungency  and  an  application,  which,  as  made  by  me, 
they  were  divested  of— I  refer  now  to  a  late  ^nd  note 
rious  occasion. 

And  now,  Sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  peculiar  state  of  things  in  which  we  are. 
I  will  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  but,  if  it  is  adopted,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  resolution,  as  amended.  I  was  sent  here  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  a  Representative  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  for  the  good  of  those  whom  I  represent  )  and 
that  duty  I  shall  discharge,  undeterred  by  calls  of- yeas 
and  nays,  and  by  the  bug  bean  and  hob-goblins  which 
may  be  conjured  up  of  any  supposed  responnbility— 


undismayed  by  any  fear  of  imputations  of  suppress- 
ing  inquiry,  or  of  conniving  at  public  abuses— insensible 
to  any  impuUtions  of  throwing  out  against  Government 
charges  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  establish.  I  shall 
vote  against  the  resolution,  fearless  of  consequences, 
and  the  motives  upon  which  I  vote  I  will  avow  to  my 
constituents,  and  in  tlie  face  of  the  world.  I  have  never 
yet  refused  to  do  so,  under  much  more  tiyi»g  circum- 
stances  than  the  present— for,  in  proportion  as  the  ai 
mosphere  presents  nothing  but  cl'mds  and  dsrkness  to 
the  view  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Blake;  so 
to  me  the  aspect  of  it  exhibiu  indications  of  return log 
sunshine.  No,  Sir,  I  shall  not  be  deterred.  I  Aall  do 
whatever  I  think  right— and  when  I  say  ao,  I  do  not  sty 
that  oihere  will  not— far  fipom  it— I  will  not  vote  for  any 
proposition,  whether  from  friend  or  from  foe,  which  I 
tJjink  calculated  to  injure  the  great  cause  of  the  Fcoplc 
of  these  United  SUtes.  No^  Sir,  no  gloss  that  olix  be 
given  to  my  words,  no  coloring  whatever  that  maybe  put 
upon  my  conduct,  shall  induce  me  to  say  aye  when  I  am 
inclined  tu  say  no,  or  no  when  my  feelings  prompt  n« 
to  say  aye.  I  may  stand  alone.  I  have  been  in  small 
minorities  under  the  first  of  the  present  dynasty,  anJ  I 
have  been  in  a  minority  under  tlie  second,  and  it^  is  very 
possible  I  may  be  in  a  minority  now— but  that  will  mak£ 
no  difference  to  me. 

Sir,  it  is  a  received  maxim  of  the  common  law,  Orvn 

fipom  the  only  fountain  of    wisdom,  experience,    (*-d 

the  experience  of  ages)  that  no  man  shall  be  trusted  ts 

try  his  own  cause,  or  be  a  witness  in  his  own  case.    It  s 

on  the  application  of  that  wise  and  salutary  maum  to  «r 

present  situation,  that  I  say  no  to  this  inquiry-     I  say  bo. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  told  us  that,  for  his  pi.% 

he  is  willing  to  sink  or  to  swim  with  the  Admin istraU-*. 

He  has  nailed  his  colors  to  the  mast.     Sir,  1  admire  li« 

gallantry,  but  he  must  pardon  me  if  I  have   no  wt^  i^- 

sink  along  with  liim,  or,  what  is  worsci  to  wnk  tlie  caL« 

in  which  I  am  embarked  against  him,  by  ^freeing  to  »st 

measure,  prudent  or  imprudent,  conctrt^  or  uncoace^- 

ed,  matured  or  precipitate,  which  any  new  or  auv  cni 

member  may  throw  into  this  House.     1  say  to  that  ^^-^'^ 

man,  and  to  others^  that,  as  soon  as  they   give  us  vi 

helm,  we  are  responsible,  and  not  before,  for  the  s»^i^f 

of  the  ship.     But  I  will  not  consent  to  inflate  her  s^il*- 

I  will  not  consent  to  impel  her  canvas— 1  will  not  co^'^*- 

to  work  like  a  galley  slave  at  pulling  the  oar,  while  ^ 

has  a  helmsman  who  ma)r  at  any  time  he  pleases  run  ^ 

on  a  shoal,  and  make  me  responsible  for  the  result.    N'> 

Sir,  I  will  be  content  to  wait.     1  will  wait.  Sir,  ur.ili 

factious  majority  of  the  People  of  the  Uii:tod  Sutes. 

who  l»ve  returned   a   factious   majority   to   the  <^^ 

House,  and  aM  I  hope  to  tliis  a]sp,.sliaU  have  electa  a 

factious  President     Sir,  you    had  scarcely   **ktrfl /^ 

seat  in  that  chair,  before  one  of  the  master  spins  «  '^ 

times  sneeringly  said  to  us»  1  wiah  you  joy  ,  yoa  ?\^ 

I  lie  majority  in  both  Houses,  and  you  are  respoo^i^  ^« 

the  measures  of  Government.     I  cry  yon  mercy,  lU^^^ 

Stephen,  I  cry  you  mercy— we  are  not,  and   do  n<*  me»* 

to  be  thus  responsible  ?  and  for  that  very  reason,  beos:* 

we  do  not,  I  shall  vote  against  this  measure,  and  •^-'^^ 

any  other  out  of  the  ordinary  routine  of  business,*^ 

may  be    brought    up.     Sir,  witli    the  gentleman  fhs® 

South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDurna]  lam  for  masks  oC     A"-^ 

now  what  do  you  mean  to  do  ?    Do  you  mean,  as  i>^ 

gentleman  finim  South  Carolina  said,  to  send  to  a  v6*^* 

who  is  both  witness  and  judge  in  his  own  case — ^od  -" 

using  this  language,  it  may  be  said  that  1  am  making  x'?* 

plications  against    illustrious  and  great  men,    to  wb^^ 

the  People  of  the  United  StateSs  and  a  just  posterity*  as^ 

even  the  present  age,  will  not  fail  to  do  justice.  '  Si% ' 

do  no  such  things — I  make  no  other  implication  than  t.>j^ 

which  every  free  and  wise  People  make  against  cor  cosr 

raon  nature— I  do  say*  it  would  be  requiring  laore  i^jur 
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tion  of  South-America  had  created  a  swarm — I  believe 
that  was  the  word— of  Diplomatic  appointments.  So 
much  the  worse  fbr  us,  sir.  Are  we,  whenever  a  nation, 
great  or  small,  changes  its  relations  to  another  nation, 
and  becomes  independent  of  that  other  nation,  instantly  to 
send  off  Ambassadors  to  it  ?  Are  we  to  make  use  of 
the  incident  as  a  pretext  for  increasing  that  patro* 
n^ige  which  all  profess  to  wish  to  diminish?  But  we 
are  told  that  the  President  has  recommended  to  us  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment.  Yes*  sir,  he  did  recommend 
them,  in  one  of  those  lofly  generalities  with  which  all 
sermons,  political  or  religions,  abound,  which  might  be 
printed  in  blank,  like  law  process,  and  filled  as  occasion 
might  require.  But  I,  sir,  am  f(.r  looking  at  the  prac- 
tices, and  not  the  precepts  of  the  parson,  political  or  re- 
ligious. I  suppose,  sir,  our  good  friends  the  Greeks- 
yes,  sir,  suppose  that  the  Greek— who  is  Graeculut  esu' 
riena,  the  same  animal  now  that  he  was  in  the  time  of 
Juvenal,  except  that  he  is  less  enlightened  and  refined— 
should  succeed  in  throwing  off  the  Turkish  yoke — "  the 
faith-keeping  Turk"— 1  suppose  we  must  have  an  Am- 
bassador sent  to  every  islet  and  nest  of  pirates  in  the 
iEgcan,  sir — we  must  send  one  to  Hydra— one  to  the 
Continent — and  one,  I^presume,  to  each  of  the  Cyclades. 
So  that,  if  my  friend  from  Virginia,  who  is  a  medical  man, 
will  permit  me  the  phrase,  the  disease,  instead  of  bein^ 
contagious,  will  be  sporadic — as,  indeed^  it  now  is — ana 
highly  malignant. 

Sir,  1  have  never  seen  but  one  Administration,  which, 
seriously,  and  in  good  faith,  was  disposed  to  give  up  its 
patronage,  and  was  willing  to  go  fartht-r  than  Congress, 
or  even  the  People  themselves,  so  fur  as  Conjg^ress  re- 
presents tiieir  feelings,  de8ired^>and  that  was  the  first 
administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  lie,  sir,  was  the 
only  man  I  ever  knew  or  heard  of,  who  really,  truly, 
and  honestly,  not  only  said  •*  nolo  epiaeopari,'*  but  actu- 
ally refused  the  mitre.  It  was  a  part  of  my  duty,  and 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  parts  of  public  duty  that  I  ever 
performed,  under  his  recommendation — not  because  he 
recommcniled  it,  thank  God! — to  move,  in  this  House, 
to  relieve  the  public  at  once  from  the  whole  burden  of 
that  s>'stem  of  internal  taxation,  the  practical  effect  of 
which  was,  whatever  might  have  been  its  object,  to  pro- 
duce patronage  rather  than  revenue.  He,  too,  had  real- 
ly at  heart,  and  showed  it  by  his  conduct,  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt,  and  that  in  the  only  mode  by  which 
it  ever  can  be  reduced,  by  lessening  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  till  they  are  below  its  receipts.  Sir,  there 
is  no  witchcraft  in  that— no,  sir — no  witchcraft  at  all — no 
more  in  paying  a  public  than  a  private  debt.  You  may  have 
sinking  funds,  as  many  as  you  please,  and  never  so  vast 
a  financial  apparatus  ;  but,  if  you  spend  more  than  you 
have,  you  will  be  in  debt  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Sir, 
so  far  from  fearing  any  injurious  effect  from  the  too  ra- 
pid payment  of  the  national  debt,  I  would  pay  the  three 
per  cents  now — Yes,  sir,  I  would  pay  them  ai  par,  if  ne- 
cessary— fur  it  could  only  prove  that  money  is  worth  but 
three  per  cent.  Sir,  1  was  the  humble  instrument  of  in- 
troducing the  first  efficient  sinking  fund,  by  setting  apart 
a  given  sum  of  f7,300,000,  which  ever  operated  to  re- 
duce the  national  debt.  When  that  debt  was  increased 
by  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana — aye,  sir,  the  acquisition 
of  Louisiana  ! — and  wlio  was  for  and  who  was  against  it 
then  ^ — who  pronounced  the  acquisition  unconstitutional, 
and  declared,  in  the  other  House,  that  we  hud  no  right  to 
tax  the  People  of  that  country  > — the  sinking  fund  was  then 
raised  to  eight  millions.  Since  that  time,  owing  tu  the  debt 
created  by  the  expenses  of  the  war,  it  has  been  raised  to 
ten  millions.     The  gentleman  from  New-York  [Mr.  Tay- 

Rn  to  br  anilcntood  at  Mrin^  that  I  thwarird— bat  that,  notwlthatandinf  their  bbora  were  directed  to  tho 
the  mUleoMorrom  PrnntylrsnU  [Mr.  BUCHANAN]  Juitifled  the  !  alleviation  of  the  public  biirthem,  and  Uiat  thry  were  a  decided  taa- 
••  M»Mioi.i,*'  hot  the  office  here  charged  with  the  buftineM  wliieh  those  juriiy,  they  wouliT  have  been  thwarted  by  a  di«ci|»lined  minoniy,  if 
n)i«si<nis  created.  Neither  did  he  mean  to  express  himselt,  that  the  they  had  nut  acted  upon  eunsultation,  and  in  concert,  to  whi<  h  thej 
ni«Mun»  o<  the  Bepublicaa  Party,  Ui  the  ScYendi  Congreis,  wcvo  \  vaie  ssmpelkd  by  iheir  opponeau  to  zieMrt,-2f«rc  fty  Xr.  A 


ties  implicated,  than  can  justly  be  demanded  from  human 
nature,  and  therefore  at  least  as  much  as  can  fairly  be  de- 
manded of  them,  to  ask  them  to  decide  in  this  case.  You 
are  requiring  men,  whose  political  existence  hang^  by  a 
single  hair,  and  who  have  already  the  risus  Sardonicus  of 
political  death  upon  their  countenance— for  it  was  with  a 
Sardonic  sneer  that  we  were  told  that  we  had  become  re- 
sponsible for  the  measures  of  the  Government  ;  you  are 
required  to  call  upon  them  to  do  any  thing  which  may 
have  an  effect  to  hasten  that  event.  Sir,  I  will  do  no 
such  thing.  I  will  not  call  upon  them.  •  And  why  not  ? 
Because  I  may,  by  possibility,  by  that  call,  ptit  it  ui  their 
poM'f  r  to  protract  a  little  longer  their  political  lives.  I 
say  by  possibility  ;  and  that  is  a  possibility  which  I  am 
determined  to  avoid.  No,  Sir  {  if  this  House  is  to  be 
converted  into  a  political  arena,  and  I  shall  be  accused 
nsene  of  the  gladiators,  whether  the  man  with  the  trident 
or  him  with  the  net,  I  do  not  say,  I  am  clear  that  we 
should  so  speak  that  every  man,  wuroao,  and  child  in  the 
United  States,  shall  be  able  to  understand  our  drift.  I 
then  shall  call  upon  the  present  men  in  power  for  ztKi- 
tiling  that  can,  directly  or  indirectly,  enable  them  in  the 
srrailest  degree  to  afiect  the  great  question  which  is  now 
at  issue  between  them  and  the  People  of  the  United 
States,  in  which,  as  interested  parlies,  1  will  take  none  of 
their  evidence  that  I  can  avoid. 

I  believe  I  have,  by  this  time,  pretty  well  explained 
my  object.     Sir,  what  should  wc  have  said,  thirty  years 
ago,  of  one  of  that  party,  to  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
belong,  as  the  youitgest  and  most  humble  member,  if  he 
had  brought  forward  a  proposition,  unconsulting  and  un- 
consulted,  which  might  give  the  adverse  party  some  color 
to  their  sinking  cause,  and  put  it  in  their  power  to  live 
one  more  term  }   But,  sir,  I  have  another  objection  to  the 
resolution.     The  pubfic  mind  is  in  a  state  of  excitement, 
such  as  must  ever  exist  on  the  eve  of  a  great  political 
battle.     And,  Sir,  I  should  as  soon  look  for  perfect  calm- 
ness and  composure  on  the  eve  of  a  battle  of  another  sort, 
or  rather  af^er  the  fight  has  begun,  as  that  such  an  inves- 
tigation should  now  be  conducted  with  that  patience  and 
deliberation  which  it  demands.     Sir,  the  adverse  party 
would  gladly  catch  at  such  a  resolution.     In  the  time  to 
V  liich  1  have  referred,   the  riding  party,  for  they  held 
their  majority  in  both  Houses  to  the  last,  did  catch  at 
some  such  straws :  tliey  were  drowning  men — clrowned 
they  are.     I  had  intended  to  have  said  something  as  to 
llie  challei  •;cs  so  boldly  made,  to  point  out  the  offices 
tha;  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  the  expenditures  which 
ought  to  be  reirenched.    But  1  feel  my  strength  unequal 
to  my  purpose.     But  I  must  say,  that  in  the  affair  of  the 
Panama  (since  called  the  Tacubaya)  mission,   not  only 
new  ofHces  were  created,  but  new  doctrines  were  start- 
ed in  reference  to  the  Executive  prerogative,    which 
were    wholly    unknown    to  the    Constitution    and    to 
the  practice  of  the  predecessors  of  the  present  Chief 
:Magi5trate  j  and  1  will  tell  my  worthy  colleague,  [Mr. 
Flotd]  if  he  will  permit  me,  that  there  has  been  an  im- 
provement on  his  plan  of  sending  Ministers  abroad,  and 
bringing  them  back  when  they  have  finished  their  busi* 
ness :  tor  they  are  now  sent  abroad  on  sleeveless  errands, 
that  they  may  come  back,  reinfecta,  to  pocket  their  emo- 
luments.    Is  not  this  the  fact  f    Sir,  m  e  have  had  (to  say 
nothing  of  Tacubaya)  two  missions  to  England  under  this 
Administration  :  one  of  them  was  a  complete  abortion  ; 
and  as  to  the  ether,  w  hat  has  it  done  fbr  the  publfc  good  ? 
what  object  has  it  accomplished  f    We  were  told  by  the 
very   accurate  gentleman  from  Penns)ivania,  [Mr.  Bu- 
chakak]  whom  I  always  hear  with  pleasure,  that  these 
missions  were  justified  •  on  the  gi-ound  that  the  acquisi- 1 
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ton]  hitntelf  kdmitted — and  I  thank  him  for  it-*(he  was 
obliged  to  admit  it,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  my  debt  of 
gratitude  is  the  less) — that  the  sinking  fund  has  not  been 
Siithfully  applied  to  its  object.     Sir,  I  said,  in  some  hasty 
remarks,  when  tlie  gentleman  interrupted  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Flotd]  that  applying  surplus  balances  to  make  up 
what  had  been  pillaged  from  the  sinking  fund,  was  rob- 
bing iPeter  to  pay  Paul.     No,  sir,  it  is  no  such  tiling — it 
is  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Peter^-it  is  robbing  the  sinking 
fund  to  pay  the  sinking  fund  :  for,  as  it  has  been  over 
and  over  again  said,  the  sinking  fund  has  not  only  a  right 
to  its  own  modicum  of  $10,000,000,  but  it  is  residuiry 
legatee  besides  ;  it  takes  all  the  surplus,  whatever  that 
may  be,  as  its  own,  and  you  never  can  give  it  any  thing 
in  return  fur  that  of  which  you  rob  it,  except  out  ot  that 
surplus  which  was  already  lis  own.  Can't  give  it  any  more. 
Your  giving  surplus  balances  to  eke  out  the  sinking  fund, 
is  nothing  ^ore  than  like  the  false  guardian,  who,  when 
he  comes  to  settle  his  accounts,  pays  off  his  debts  to  his 
ward  with  the  money  out  of  which  he  has  cheated  him. 
We  are  asked  by  the  gentlemen,  why  do  you  not  spe- 
cify }  Particularize  !  particularize  !  Shew  us  the  particu- 
lars !     You  give  us  a  sum  total  without  any  items,  as  Mr. 
Sterling  says  in  the  play.  Will  the  gentleman  have  one  P 
Sir,  I  will  give  you  one  uf  them.  The  House  will  give  me 
that  credit  which  I  demand.     It  is  only  my  due.     I  did 
itate  that,  if  we  begin  this  system  of  reform,  it  ought  to 
begin,  like  modem  charity,  at  home.     Sir,  I  never  pre- 
tended that  the  House  was  not  answerable  for  abuses 
as  well  as  any  other  branch  of  the  Government.     Now 
lor  one  item  of  them.     Sir,  at  the  fir»t  sesiion  I  was  en 
this  floor — it  was  the  last  Congfress  of  the  first  Mr. 
Adams— whether  this  will  be  the  last  of  tlie  second  1 
cannot  say — I  find  this  item  in  the  list  of  appropriations  : 
For  the  expenses  of  fire-wood,  stationary,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  Congress,  twenty-one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  forty 
cents.     The  sum.  Sir,  covered  the  expenses  of  both 
Houses,   and  included  besides,   the  extraordinary  ex- 
pense and  furnishing  each  member  with  a  complete  copy 
of  the  Journals  of  the  old  Congress.    This  House  then 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  two  members,  one*  only  of 
whom  I  see  now  left,  [Mr.  LiviirosToar.]    Now,  we  have 
213  members.     Then,  according  to  the  rule  which  has 
been  introduced  into    this  House — Sir,  by  the  simple 
rule  of  three,  if  102  gives  so  much,   what  ought  213  to 
give  ?    This  item,  be  it  remembered,  incloded  the  ex- 
penses of  the  other  body,  but  T  shall  ctnifine  myself 
now  to  the  expenses  of  this  b<  dy  alone.     For  the  pre- 
sent year  the  total  estimate  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  this  House  now  differs  but  a  trifle  from  nmety  thousand 
dollars,  of  wh'ch«  I  am  justified  m  saying,  fifty  thousand 
is  for  printing  alone  ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
Sir,  if  the  Biitish  Parliament  paid  for  their  printing  by 
the  same  rule  that  we  do,  it  is  not  five  hundred  thousand 
dullars^which  we  are  told  exceeds  the  whole  annual  ex- 
penses of  Congress— but  that  is  not  my  statement,  remem- 
ber—that will  defray  their  printer's  bill.  No,  Sir,  and  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say  what  would  defray  it.  1  happen  to  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a  good  deal  of  the  printing 
cf  the  British  Parliament.  It  is  not  made  up,  like  ours,  of 
title  pages  and  blanks,  and  broadsides  of  every  thing 
and  any  thing — motions,  petitions,  bills,  reports,  resolu- 
tions, amendments,  and  every  matter  which  can  be  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons.     No,  sir,  they  go  on  and 
print  closely  ;  and  where  one  line  ends,  another  begins, 
(I  make  no  allowance  for  the  high  rates  of  living  and  wa- 
ges in  that  country  j)  but  1  will  let  the  House  into  the 
fact,  that  when  the  rate  of  printing  for  this  body  was 
settled,  a  printer— a  worthy  and  honest  man,  as  I  be- 
lieve—was a  member  of  Congress.     I  speak  from  the 
information  of  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  country.     The 
rate  was  fixed  during  tlie  depreciation  of  paper  money. 


which  I  described  yesterday  when  every  thing  brought 
ten  prices,  and  it  has  remained  not  unsettled.  No,  Sir: 
for  it  has  been  regularly  settled  and  paid  ever  since. 
It  has  remained,  from  that  time  to  this,  at  the  same 
rate — though  one  dollar  now  will  buy  as  mucli  of 
land,  slaves,  every  article  from  which  we  draw  s«ib- 
sistence,  as  four  dollars  would  buy  then-  To  iUusUute 
this,  I  will  state  a  fact.  A  gentleman,  whom  I  knev, 
owning  a  fertile,  but,  as  he  thouglit,  an  unhealthy  tract 
of  land,  on  the  Uoanoke,  sold  ir,  and  purchased  a  small 
tract,  on  which  be  built  a  house  that  cost  him  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  that  sum  will  build  what  is  con»derctl 
a  first  rate  house  in  my  part  of  the  country.  The  land 
itself  was  not  fl^ood,  nor  was  it  bad.  It  was  what  is  called 
fair  land.  The  s'ate  of  iiis  affairs,  like  that  of  many  of 
his  neighbors,  soon  obliged  him  to  sell,  and  he  sold  the 
land,  without  any  allowance  for  the  improvement^^  far 
three  dollars  an  acre<  An  acquuntance  ot  mine  was 
tempted,  by  the  lowness  of  price,  to  purchase  tVie  farm; 
thus  verifying  the  maxim  of  Poor  Richard — ^tliat  ^le  who 
buys  what  he  does  not  want,  always  buys  it  dear  :  and 
so  it  turned  out  in  this  case.  If  he  wished  to  sell  it  now, 
he  could  not  get  his  money  back.  This  single  fact  was 
worth  all  declamation  in  the  world.  In  the  same  quarter 
of  the  country,  land  (some  of  it  good  wood  land)  has 
sold  for  one  doUar  per  acre  ! 

Sir,  I  have  not  done  with  this  subject  of  the  pub- 
lic printing,  and  the  price  paid  for  it.  I  do  not  mean  ta 
worry  the  House.  It  is  well  known  to  the  members  d 
this  House  (and  I  hope  what  I  now  say  will  be  takea 
down  verbatim,  if  possible) — that  the  public  printers  of 
this  House  are  also  the  editors  of  the  most  eactenstre— 
1  mean  in  point ''of  superficial  content — ^the  most  exten- 
sive journal  in  the  United  States,  aivl  one  whidi,  froa 
having  been  hitherto  considered  as  possessing  a  sort  ei 
at  least  demi*oflicial  character— some  thing  like  the  Mw}- 
teur,  in  Paris,  but  hot  exactly — and  firom  obaenring,  or 
rather  professing  to  observe^  a  strict  neatrality»  had  tiy 
tained  a  most  extensive  circulation  at  home,  anrl  by  &r 
the  most  extensive  abroad,  of  any  paper  in  this  counur. 
Now,  sir,  we  also  know,  that  this  journal  is  our  ists 
stay  and  reliance  for  the  reports  of  our  debates,  and  Lbs 
proceedings  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  make  no  inference, 
farther  than  to  say — I  do  not  say  that  the  political  ex- 
istence of  these  people  hangs  upon  the  event  of  tbe 
next  election-*the  thread  of  their  existence,  like  i^ 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  is  connected,  with  thit 
election— they  sink  with  the  Administr&lton,  \urjis: 
abandoned  their  pro fesse<l  neutrality,  if  it  sinks ;  aaX  tf 
it  do^  not,  they  will  certai^ily  swim.  I  make  no  id3K 
imputations  on  them  than  that  they  have  #  SOfi'TJ  p-' 
annum  staked  on  the  event— on  a  single  fua^Ll. 

If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Cctv 
lina  shall  prevail,  if  I  understand  the  matter  aflU  ^^^-^ 
item  of  expenditure  ought  to  be  included,   aso^  ^^*^ 
which  we  have  complete  control.  I  beg  pardon,  I  li^oaU 
have  suggested  this  before,  but  I  knew  thatthers  ««^ 
a  committee  of  the  House  whose  duty  it  was  to  suit 
its   accounts,  and  to  see  that  no  improper  items  v: 
admitted.     I  have  pointed  out  one  abuse,   and  I  ^^^ 
done  it  where  it  was  proper  to  point  it  out,  at  home.  S '. 
I  have  known  of  the  existence  of  these  evils  for  a  U'-$ 
time.    They  were  no  secret  to  roe,  nor  did  I  make  » 
secret  of  them  to  any  body  \  but  I  do  know,  that  a  ^su 
might  calculate  on  as  much  success  in  ^in^  a  tilling^ 
not  at  shadows,  as  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  says- 
not  like  the  Knight  of  La  Manclia  at  sheep  ami  »V  • 
milU — but  rather  at  a  flock  of  mad   cattle,  pent  up  i"  ^ 
narrow  lane,  as  to  attempt  to  ferret  out  the  aba<iN 
without  having  the  cordial  co-operation  of  ihose  wliuirt 
at  the  head  of  (he  Departments,  and  that  co-operation  : 
would  be  worse  than  folly  to  pretend  to  look  for.  O.i  it^ 
subject.  Sir,  I  declare  the  pleasure  that  it  gives  s« 


1169 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1170 


jA]f.  25,  1828.) 


Beirenehment. 


[H.  ov  R. 


to  bear  my  testimony,  such  as  it  is,  ftlong  with  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  the  public  services, 
the  intelligence,  tlie  integrity,  and  the  indefatigability 
of  the  officer  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Oflfice  De- 
partment. I  voted  against  increasing  his  salary.  It 
IS  the  only  one  of  the  Departments  which  I  have 
lately  had  any  thing  to  do  with,  and  whenever  I 
had  occasion  to  go  there,  I  have  always  found  him  in 
his  office,  and  at  his  business.  Sir,  there  was  a  time 
when  I  often  had  to  visit  the  Departments,  (which  does 
not,  however,  affect  the  present  Administration,)  and 
then  I  seldom  had  the  honor  to  find  any  of  their  high 
mightinesses  at  home — I  mean,  in  their  offices.  Sir, 
we  cannot  expect  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Heads 
of  Departments  in  such  an  inquiry  as  is  now  proposed. 
They  are  pleading  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion  for 
their  lives,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  strong  evidence 
before  the  jury  of  their  guilt 

I  shall  vote,  however, .  for  the  amendment  moved  by 
tite  gentlenuin  from  South  Carolina,  and,  if  it  prevails,  1 
shall  vote  against  the  resolution  as  so  amended.  And 
let  me,  before  I  sit  down,  give  one  warning  to  all  con 
cerned.  This  country,  as  we  all  know,  is  divided  into 
two  adversary  parties  ;  and  we  must  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
fact,  if  we  do  not  know  that  this  House  is  nearly,  or 

re,  equally  divided  between  them.    Faa  est  ab  koste 
ri,    1  see  one  of  these  parties,  perfectly  willing,  no 
I      doubt,  with  the  very  great  man  to  whom  I  ha\'e  before  al- 
I      luded,  to  throw  upon  us  the  responsibility  for  whatever 
(      is  done  here,  sitting  perfectly  stilly  steadfast,  silent,  and 
demure,  bringing  forward  no  proposition  whatever.  ^  I  see 
the  other  party  throwing  out  proposition  after  proposi- 
r      tion.    The  opposite  party  never  commits  Itself  until  af- 
I      ter  a  night's  reflection.    And  what  is  the  consequence  > 
[     Though,  I  believe,  a  minortty,  they  so  manage  matters, 
(     as  on  every  question  to  constitute  an  effective  majority  of 
I     this  House,  and  then  throw  on  us  the  responsibility  of  their 
i     own  measures.     Sir,  this  is  a  new  sort  of  political  justice. 
Again,  I  see  moiit  plainly,  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  this  inquiry  will  end  in  smoke — 
and  I  am  not  one  who  will  light  the  fire,  or  help  to  raise 
a  smoke  by  which  a  retreating  adversary    may  cover 
and  protect  his  retreat.     I  will  afford  them  no  facilities 
towards  victory.       I  stand  here  pledged  as  their  ad- 
versary, quoad  hoe,  and  I  will  add  another  pledge  to 
oppose  any  and  every  party  wlio  would  impose  on  this 
country  any  man,  as  its  Chief  Magistrate,  besides  him 
who  receives  the  greatest  number  of  its  votes.  Sir,  if  we 
must  amend  the  Constitution,  I  shall  not  vote  for  a  he- 
reditary  Chief  Magistrate— I    do    not   belong  to  that 
privileged  class — the  Bresident  of  a  minority  is  hardly 
less  odious  than  a  King— but  I  warn  the  House  against 
any   attempt  at  reform  while  the  President  is  not  with 
•js.      In  the  Seventh  Congi^ess,  in  spite  of  all  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son did,  his  measures, were  thwarted  ;  and  when  was  an 
^d  mi  lustration  stronger  f     Then,   with  a  House  of  He- 
ll rcsentatives  so  equally  balanced  as  this,   (and  I  take  | 
the  vole  for  the  election  of  Speaker  as  the  indication  of 
its  state,)  witti  the  scale  vibrating,  nearly  in  equlUbrio,  it 
is    almost  impossible  to  be  certam  of  a  majority,  let  our 
measures  be  ever  so  well  concerted.     How  could  we  get 
ulong-,   even  if  the  Executive  was  on  our  side,  acting 
against  a  solid  phalanx  who  hold  together--so  perfectly 
united  that  we  cannot  cut  off  a  single  straggler,  while 
^ve  oarselves  act  more  like  raw  undisciplined  militia  ? 
Sir.  I  speak  from  experience.  In  the  Seventh  Congress, 
Sir,  ^®  never  could  have  got  along,  with  the  aid  of  the 
most  popular  Pi^dent  that  ever  lived  (except  one)  with 
jut  consulting  before  we  acted.  We  were  obliged  to  hold 
— I  will  not  use  a  barbarous  word  which  has  become  com- 
non  throughout  the  country,  and  which  I  first  heard  in 
Ills  body — but  we  were  obliged  to  act  in  concert.     And, 
Ir,  if  we  do  not  act  in  concert  now,  it  is  not  we  who  will 
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be  responsible  for  the  consequences.  And  how  ought 
we  to  act  in  concert  ?  Sir,  by  leaving  this  Government 
just  in  the  course  where  we  found  it.  We  ought  to  ob- 
serve that  practice  which  is  the  hardest  of  all— especi- 
ally for  yoiing  physicians — we  ought  to  throw  in  no  me- 
dicine at  all — to  abstain^to  observe  a  wise  and  mas- 
terly inactivity.  I  a'n  afraid.  Sir,  (siiid  Mr.  R.,  on  resume 
ing  his  seat,)  that  I  have  not  on  this  occasion,  added  to 
my  precept  my  example. 
[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

Saturoat,  jABTUAaT  26,  1828. 
RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions heretofore  moved  by  Mr.  Chiltob',  together  with 
the  modifications  proposed  by  Messrs.  Tatlob  and 
McDurpiB.  «. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  suboutted 
by  Mr.  McDums  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  TATLom— 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  that  the  object  for  which  he  had 
originally  attempted  to  obtain  the  floor  was,  to  state  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  vote  for  laying  the  re- 
solution of  the  gentleman  fiH)m  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CiiiETOif] 
together  with  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemen  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Tatlor]  on  tlie  table.  As  he  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  proceeding  after  he  had  obtained  the 
floor,  he  considered  it  due  to  himself  now  to  state  those 
reasons. 

Mr.  CHILTON  here  requested  Mr.  Cabsov  to  yield  him 
the  floor  for  a  moment,  and  Mr.  CARsoir  having  done  ao, 

Mr.  CHILTON  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  for  htm 
now  to  modify  his  resolutions  as  no  amendment  to  them 
had  yet  been  adopted  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  be  perfectly  in 
order :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  CHILTON  modified  his  resolutions,  so  as  to  read 
as  follows : 

'*  1.  Beaohfedf  That  the  Committee  on  Fabric  Expendi- 
tures be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what,  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  di- 
minish Executive  patronage  ;  to  secure  a  more  effectual 
responsibility  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  monfey  s 
and,  also,  what  retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  public 
expenditures  without  injury  to  the  public  service  5  and» 
also,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  measures  maybe 
adopted  for  the  more  effectual  application  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  the  payment  of  the  Public  debt, 

"  2.  Baolved^  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to 
inquire  and  report  to  the  House  the  amount  of  monies 
which  have  been  paid  since  the  1st  of  January,  1824^  and 
of  the  several  appropriations  made  for  contingencies  of 
Foreign  Intercour9e,  and  which  have  been  settled  at  the 
Treasury,  without  specification  ;  and,  also  the  payment 
made  out  of  the  same  appropriations,  and  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  contingent  expenses  of  missions  abroad, 
which  have  been  settled  at  the  Treasury  in  the  usual 
manner,  according  to  law. 

«*3.  Resolved,  That  tiie  Committee  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  be 
instructed  to  inquire  'and  report  what  sums  have  been 
paid,  out  of  the  sereral  appropriations  made  since  the 
1st  of  January,  1824^  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
said  Departments,  to  whom  paid,  and  for  wnat  service. 

*'4.  liesoived.  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  direct* 
ed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and,if  any, what  re- 
trenchments can  be  made  in  the  expences  of  this  House.'* 
Of  course,  the  amendments  to  the  original  resolutiona 
now  feU«  as  their  form  had  been  changed,  and  thev  were 
open  for  jmy  further  amendment  which  might  be  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  CARSON  then  resulted.    In   that  put   of  the 
rules  of  the  House  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  le- 
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rerml  committeesy  (aaid  Mr.  C)  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  is  particularly  direct- 
ed to  this  subject,  and  it  is  made  their  duty  to  examine 
intotiie  fttate  of  the  several  public  departments,  and  par- 
ticularly into  the  laM  s  making  appropriations  of  moneys, 
and  to  report  whether  such  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  such  laws. 

We  find  this  duty  in  the  65th  rule  of  this  House,  as 
follows  : 

•*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Ex- 
penditures to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  public 
departments,  and  particularly  into  laws  making  appro- 

E nations  of  moneys,  and  to  report  whether  the  moneys 
ftve  been  disbursed  conformably  with  such  laws }  and, 
also»  to  report,  from  time  to  titne,  such  provisions  and 
arangemenU  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy 
of  the  departments;  and  the  accountability  of  tlieir  offi- 
cers." 

Now,  I  did  believe  that  the  duties  of  that  committee 
being  of  this  nature,  precluded  the  necessity  of  the  reso- 
lution which  was  offered,  and  I  further  thought  that  this 
was  a  very  improper  time  for  its  introduction — that  it 
could  be  attended  with  no  beneficial  result  to  the  com- 
munity, and  that  its  only  effect  would  be  to  waste  the 
time  of  this  body  and  produce  electioneering  speeches 
on  this  floor.  I  was  not  mistaken,  as  has  since  been 
■liewn  by  the  progress  of  the  present  debate.  It  appears 
that  even  gentlemen  who  have  expressed  a  dibposition 
to  transact  the  public  buisness  and  return  home,  have 
nevertheless  been  actuate(!|«  by  an  anxiety  of  a  political 
kind,  to  turn  this  matter  to  the  benefit  of  one  or  the  other 
of  the  great  parties  which  now  divide  this  country. 

He  had  explained  himself  on  this  subject,  to  a  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  in  the  folding  room  attached  to  this 
House  a  few  days  ago,  where  he  was  justified  in  saying, 
that  he  saw  thousands  of  the  celebrated  Virginia  Address 
written  by  Chapman  Johnson,  folding  to  b«  sent  to  the 
North  and  to  the  West,  and  even  to  the  South  ;  and  the 
hope,  I  understand,  is  entertained,  that  the  old  State  of 
North  Caroling  among  others,  is  to  be  revolutionized  by 
the  effect  of  this  address  of  Chapman  Johnson.  But,  sir, 
I  can  tell  those  gentlemen,  who  expect  this  to  be  the 
result  in  North  Carolina,  that  thev  will  find  themselves 
completely  defeated  in  all  their  efforts  to  produce  such  a 
result.  Sir,  North  Carolina  has  repeatedly  been  tried, 
and  in  every  instance  she  has  been  true  to  herself,  and 
done  her  duty.  I  mentioned  to  that  gentleman  that  all  such 
attempts  were  perfectly  useless,  and  the  reply  I  received 
was,  ••  though  ihe  chances  are  now  for  you,  yet  a  reac- 
tion  will  speedily  be  brought  about,  "  and  Uiis  subject  is 
seized  upon  as  one  means  to  aid  in  producing  that  result. 
Sir,  ]  do  not  care  for  this.  No  event  in  future  is  more, 
certain,  according  to  my  judgment,  than  the  election  of 
General  Jackion  ;  but,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  I  wish  to  see 
no  discussions  on  this  floor,  except  such  as  are  calculated 
t«  advance  the  gocxl  of  the  community,  and  that  we  may 
do^the  public  business  and  g^  home,  instead  of  remain- 
ing here,  as  the  Gentleman  f^m  Virginia,  [Mr.  Randolph] 
has  said,  to  feed  upon  the  Public  Treasury. 

But,  as  the  discussion  is  to  be  proceeded  in,  I  wish  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  some  of  the  expressions 
which  dropped  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
me.  And  1  ask  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  notice  some 
of  the  remarks  of  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
STawAKT.]  He  said  that  he  would  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion because  it  was  a  measure  of  retrencl>ment  and  eco- 
nomy— but  what  were  his  subsequent  expref  sions  ? — why 
sir,  he  told  us  that  the  sinking  fund  was  too  great,  and 
that  we  were  paying  off  the  public  debt  too  fast,  and  he 
added  that  we  ouglit  not  to  do  this,  because  the  continu- 
ance of  the  public  debt  promoted  «conomy.  Yes,  sir,  to 
remain  in  debt,  and  to  pay  large  sums  for  interest,  pro- 
motes economy.    Iff  recollect  right,  when  a  few  days 


since  a  discussion  took  place  on  a  resolution  of|an  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  P.  P.  Baarour]  for 
selling  out  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  same  genlleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania urged  another  and  a  different  reason  why  the,  pub- 
lic debt  should  not  be  paid  off.  He  then  told  us  that  our 
sources  of  revenue  ought  to  be  curtailed,  and  new  clian- 
nets  of  expenditure  opened  for  the  national  capital  to 
flow  in,  lest  the  public  treasury  should  become  so  full 
that  it  would  die  of  plethora.  Now,  his  opinion  seems 
entirelv  changed — the  apprehensions  be  then  £dt«  Iiarc, 
since  that  time,  it  seems,  completely  evaporated,  and  he 
now  tells  us  the  public  debt  must  not  be  paid,  because  its 
conti nance  promotes  economy.  I  think  that  the  nature 
of  the  concents  of  a  nation  raw  be  |^atly  simplified  by 
comparing  them  with  those  of^a  judicious  private  family. 
The  mode  which  ought  to  be  puraued  by  ihe  bead  of 
such  a  family,  to.  better  his  affairs,  I  should  suppose  would 
be  to  reduce  his  expences  within  his  income  and  wiV  to 
economise  by  suffering  his  debts  to  remain,  and  the  ac- 
cruing interest  to  prey  upon  him  like  a  moth. 

I  will  next  say  a  word  as  to  the  remarks  which  fell  fiom 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [M**.  Blaks.]  Towards tiut 
gentleman  1  cherish  the  best  feeling-*I  esteem  him  high- 
ly, and  am  only  sorry  that  we  are  not  more  closely  uiiito! 
in  our  political  opinions.  The  true  question  before  lbs 
House,  (says  that  gentleman)is  neither  more  nor  less  tins 
tliis  :  Is  the  present  a  prodigal  Administration  ?  I  ns 
aware,  when  the  resolntion  was  first  introduced,  that  tk 
friends  of  the  Administration  would  seek  to  make  it  ap- 
pear that  this  measure  had  originated  with  and  was  pnsuc 
by  the  friends  of  Gen.  J acksun,  as  furnishing  an  opponuF> 
of  preferring  charges  against  the  Administration,  li  «^ 
necessary  for  them  to  assume  this  as  the  true  qnesiiai. 
that  they  might  with  the  better  grace  introduce  es^o^ 
miums  and  eulogies  upon  those  who  conduct  the  Gorrr 
ment.  That  gentleman  has  also  complained  of  the  t&» 
representations  that  have  gone  abroad  against  tlie  Adnsv 
istration — and  hopes  there  is  liberality  enough  in  ±» 
House  to  do  them  justice,  and  acqtiit  them  of  the  cak-s- 
nies  which  have  been  heaped  upon  them,  &e. 

I,  too,  Mr.  Speaker,  regret  that  any  misrepresentata^   . 
should  have  been  made  on  either  side  ;  but,  upoo  s'   I 
soul,  I  think  they  have  no  right  to  complain  on  lliat  pcfr*    i 
If  they  will  but  turn  their  eyes  to  what^has  been  siH  :■ 
the  Government  papers  on  the  character  of  General  J>a 
«on,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  they  have  beaim  >. 
far  in  misrepresentation  and  calumny  ;  and,  Sir»  I J j  't 
envy  them  their  distinction  :  for  I  shall  never  dispuite  '.i^ 
palm  with  them  on  that  subject     Sir,  what  has  been  i^ 
or  rather,  what  has  not  been  said  against  Gen.  JackA" 
Need  1  refer  to  all  the  Ad  mi  n'st  ration  presses  in  tfar  U-i 
ed  Slates  ?    Need  I  refer  to  a  recent  book  publis/beJ  £^i 
the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  with  lett&s  orctru- 
ficates,  I  think  he  calls  them,  intended  to  exculp>^  uia 
from  the  charge  of  corruption  ?     Sir,  have  the;  &o^^icu 
here  ?     Has  the  character  of  Gen.  Jackson  alone  been  is- 
sailed  P    No,  Sir.  Like  the  Hyena,  that  fellest  of  die  U% 
which  robs  the  graves  of  the  dead,  they  have  entered  U 
sanctuary  of  domestic  retirement,  and  dragged  befin  '-^  i 
bar  of  the  public,  loaded  with  the  basest  slanders,  *^  i 
character  of  an  innocent  and  much  injured  lady.    Hj^  I| 
they  done  this,  and  do  they  now  complain,  and  chai^  -  | 
with  wishing  to  heap  calumny  on  the   Adminstnt^ 
Sir,  I  propose  nothing  like  it.     I  would  treat  the  Ac'>-    f  | 
istration  justly  {  and  all  I  ask  is,  that  they  shall  dc  t  - 1 
same  justice  to  General  Jackson,  and  his  friends. 

The  gentleman  [Ur.  Blaks]  also  asks  as,  wha:  '''>*• 
offices  have  been   created  under  this  Administnt'^e' 
And  he  answers  the  question  hih^self,  by  saying,  iK4c<i) 
The  question  and  the  reply  are  intended  to  go  bcTort  t  - 
community,  and  to  produce  their  effect  abroad.    &fr, 
the  gentleman  accept  an  answer  from  me.     I  answer  i 
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the  officers  attached  to  the  far-famed  Panama  Mission, 
have  been  created  by  the  President.  I  shall  not  say  Any 
things  on  the  subject  of  that  mission.  The  nature  of  it  is 
well  understood  by  the  American  People.  But  I  must 
be  permitted  to  remark  on  the  assumption  of  power  by 
the  Executive  in  this  case.  In  his  first  message  he  stated 
to  us  that  the  invitation  had  been  received,  inviting  this 
Nation  to  be  represented  at  the  Cong^ss  of  Nations, 
shortly  to  be  convened  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and, 
he  adds,  <*  the  invitation  has  been  accepted,  and  Minis- 
ters will  be  commissioned  and  sent."  He  subsecjuently 
submitted,  it  is  true,  the  appointment  of  these  Mmisters 
to  the  Senate,  and  if  he  had  riot  written,  at  the  same  time, 
a  communication- to  that  body,  1  should  have  supposed, 
that  when  he  said  '*  Ministers  will  be  conmiissioned  and 
sent,"  he  meant,  as  of  course,  to  be  understood  that  they 
would  be  commissioned  and  sent  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  in  that  communication 
he  tells  the  Senate  that  he  had  concluded  it  to  be  within 
his  constitutional  competency  to  send  these  Ministers  by 
his  own  authoriry,  but  that  he  had  graciously  condescen- 
ded, as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  I  suppose,  to  ask  for  their 
consent.  Now^  sir,  T  am  a  plain  dealing  man,  but  as  the 
President  is  a  magistrate  high  in  office,  I  ought  not,  per- 
haps to,  say,  that  he  is  either  ignorant  or  corrupt.  But 
this  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and  this  1  will  say,  that 
if  any  other  man  had  said  as  much,  I  should  be  able  to 
convict  him,  cither  of  the  grossest  ignorance,  or  of  the 

gi-ossest what  is  worse.     What  sa)  s  the  Constttation  ? 

Here  Mr.  C .  qnoted  as  follows. 

"He  [the  President]  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  pro- 
vided two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur  :  and  he 
shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint.  Ambassadors^  other  Public 
Ministers,  and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments 
are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be 
established  by  law.  But  the  Congress  may,  by  law,  vest 
the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers' as  they  think 
proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  Courts  of  law,  or  in 
the  Heads  of  Departmentji.  The  President  shall  have 
power  to  fill  up  all  vacancie^i  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions,  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session." 

Now,  Sir,  if  he  can  only  do  this,  by  and  with  the  ad 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate^  it  certainly  follows  that  he 
lias  no  authority  to  do  it  without  their  advice  and  consent, 
aiul  if  he  believed  the  contrary,  it  is  charity  to  attribute 
such  a  belief  to  i^orance.  Such  at  least  is  my  opinion, 
but  it  may  be  owmg  to  my  plainness  and  want  of  capacity 
to  dive  into  such  matters  as  well  as  he.  He  may  derive  it 
from  some  superhuman  power,  such  as  produced  his 
**  superadded  obligation"  to  send  an  armed  force  against 
Georgia  ;  with  such  powers  I  am  unacquainted,  but  if 
there  be  such  superadded  power  it  must  be  accompanied 
with  a  superadded  responsibility. 

I.et  me  now  say  a  word  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 

who  spoke  last  yesterday,  [Mr.  Wright.]     I  heard,  that 

gentleman  demanding,  as  I  thought,  proudly,  what  are 

the  abuses  of  which  we  complain  and  boldly  challenging 

the  fullest  investi^tion.     Sir,  I  think  I  could,  with  great 

propriety,  refer  him  for  an  answer  to  a  certain  committee, 

called, if  I  mistake  not,  the  secret  committee— (I  speak  of 

this  from  newspaper  authority  )~-and  which  was  org^anized 

licre  last  Winter.     It  may  be  that  that  committee,  were 

t  hey  so  disposed,  could  point  out  a  great  many  of  the  cor- 

riiptions  and  abuses  of  this  Government ;  hut,  as  they 

were  a  secret  committee,  I  doubt  greatly  whether  they 

^vould   be   much  inclined  to  develop  mysteries  of  that 

character.    1  rather  think  they  would  be'  more  disposed 

t  o  secrete  them.  I  will  however,  ask  leave  of  the  gentle- 

rnan  to  point  out  one  or  two.     It  was  an  abuse  of  the  con- 


tingent fund  of  the  State  Department  to  pa^  yoan|f  Mr« 
King  an  outfit  of  $  4,500  as  Charge  d* Affaires  while  h^ 
remained  in  England.  It  was  an  abuse  of  that  fund  t^ 
pay  John  H.  Pleasants  nineteen  hundred  dollars  for  ca<> 
rying  out  despatches  to  Buenos  Avres,  when  he  got  sO 
far  out  of  his  latitude  as  to  land  at  Liverpool.  Sir,  I  will 
mention  another  abuse.  When  a  Minister  was  appointe<^ 
to  the  Panama  Mission,  a  certain  gentleman  was  appoint- 
ed as  Secretary  of  Legation  to  that  Mission,  and  paid  hui 
salary,  while  at  the  same  time,  tliat  gentleman  was  on  an 
electioneering  tour  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a  candi- 
date for  Governor  of  that  State.  This  fact  we  have  in  an 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  an  inquiry  of  thia 
House  on  that  subject.  The  Secretarv  acknowledges 
that  he  received  his  salary  for  going  abroad,  while  he 
staid  at  home  ;  but  assigns,  as  a  reason,  that  the  gentle- 
man resigned  a  lucrative  office  to  accept  of  this  appoint* 
ment.  But  an  examination  and  comparison  of  dates  will 
show  that  he  had  resigned  that  office  sometime  before, 
and  for  the  avowed  reason  that  he  could  not  discharge  the 
duties  of  it,  on  account  of  ill  health.  Now,  if  the  Go- 
vernment may  pay  a  man  for  doing  the  public  .business 
abroad,  while,  at  the.  same  time,  tiiey  permit  him  to  re- 
main at  home  electioneeritig  for  a  Governor's  Chair,  or  for 
any  other  purpose,  I  say  it  is  an  abuse,  and  ought  to  be 
remedied. 

Speaking  of  the  establishment  at  West  Point,  permit 
me  to  make  one  remark.  Among  Uie  items  in  the  esti- 
mates for  that  institution,  I  find  the  following  :  '«  For 
compensation  to  twenty  supernumerary  Second  Lieuten- 
ants, $  15,100."  Here  are  twenty  young  men  who  have 
been  educated  at  the  public  expense  and  who  are  now 
supported  at  their  own  homes,  at  an  annual  expense  of 
$  15,000.  Sir,  is  this  econOnrw  ?  I  know  that  that  insti- 
tution W8S  got  up  under  a  different  administration  ;  but 
this  application  of  the  public  money  has  been  made  by 
the  present  administration,  and  it  is  one  of  those  expen- 
ditures which  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  present  in- 
quiry. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  said  further,  tliat  he  would 
to  God  that  the  House  could  force  a  tariff  upon  the  coun- 
try, or  that  a  tariff  could  be  forced  upon  us,  (I  will  not 
be  sure  of  the  exact  words,)  and  if  he  thought  tliis,  he 
should  return  home  better  satisfied.  1  shall  only  say  at 
present,  that  he  and  his  friends  had  better  not  attempt  to 
force  that  measure  upon  the  South.  We»  sir,  are  a  kind 
of  People,  who  will  not  be  forced  \  and  let  the  gentle- 
man remember,  too;  that,  while  the  friends  of  that  mea- 
sure are  forcing  the  tariff  upon  us,  they  are  precisely,  at ' 
the  same  rate,  forcing  an  inroad  upon  the  Constitution  { 
for,  sir,  the  very  objects  of  the  meetine  of  that  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution,  and  the  causes  which 
influenced  the  leading  sUtesmen  and  patriots  of  that  day, 
to  unite  in  the  establishment  of  a  Federal  Government, 
and  the  very  reasons  which  were  urg^ed  (and  which»  In 
fact,  produced  the  effect)  upon  the  States,  to  give  up  a 
part  of  their  ris^hts  as  sovereignties  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  forbids  the  idea,  that  it  could  have  been  intend- 
ed (immaterial  how  worded^  that  those  powers  should 
have  been  extended  to  the  injury  of  a  part,  or  even  one 
of  them,  for  the  benefit  of  others :  for,  sir«  in  the  con- 
cession of  those  ri^its  by  the  States,  the  advantages  and 
the  injuries  resulting  from  them,  were  to  be  mutually 
shared  by  all — a  perfect  reciprocity  of  interests  was  to 
be  observed,  and  preserved ;  and  any  measure  passed  by 
Congress,  which,  while  it  benefits  one  part  of  the  Union, 
as  manifestly  injures  the  other,  is  a  violation  of  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  that  instrument «  but  more  especially  is  it 
a  violation,  when  such  measures  are. "forced  upon  States 
not  willing  to  be  forced." 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said  on  the  per  dUm  allowance  of 
the  members  of  Congress.  I  know,  perfectly  well,  that 
no  man  more  honestly  expressed  his  opinion  on  tliat  sub* 
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ject^  than  my  colleag^ue,  [Mr.  Cvuspxit]  who  spoke  yes- 
terday. That  gentleman  has  given  us  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  receive  his  pay— other  gentlemen  may 
have  other  reasons.  I  do  not  think  with  the  gentlemen 
who  have  said  that  the  rate  of  compensation  is  too  low — 
my  constituents  understood  the  ]»ay  I  was  to  receive 
wlien  they  sent  me  here,  and  I  am  willing  to  receive  it-^ 
bat  if  the  members  of  (|ie  House  are  disposed  to  curtail 
tlie  rate  of  pay,  I  am  ready  to  go  with  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Bakitst,]  in  stating  his  rea- 
sons for  thinking  the  present  rate  ought  to  be  continued, 
was  pleased  to  nvor  us  with  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
whicn  he  spends  his  pay  as  a  member.  He  said  that  he 
could  hold  up,  in  this  House,  a  spotless  hand  of  purity, 
that  be  kept  none  of  the  public  money,  &c.,  and  one  of 
the  reasons  1%  that  he  spends  so  much  in  deeds  of  chari- 
ty, «*  to  cover,**  as.  he  tells  us,  "  a  multitude  of  sins.**  Sir, 
the  gentlennan  has  let  the  House  into  a  secret  I  did  not 
know  that  the  gentleman  had  any  sins  to  cover,  except 
bis  political  sins— and  I  did  hope,  that  his  experience 
here  would  lead  him  to  repentance,  and  that  he  would, 
ere  long,  tnrn  from  the  error  of  his  ways,  embrace  the 
true  faitii,  and  come  over  to  the  cause  of  the  People,  and 
support  General  Jackson. 

Mr.  KREMER  said,  when  this  resolution  was  first  of- 
fered, Ilittle  thought  it  would  have  opened  such  a  theme 
of  discussion.  It  appeared  to  me  so  plain  a  case  that  I 
thought  it  would  have  gone  to  a  committee  without  any 
opposition,  and  that  that  committee  would  have  gone  on 
with  diligence  to  ascertain  what  retrenchment  could  be 
effected.  '  I  have  been  disappointed.  It  has  encountered 
an  opposition  I  little  expected,  and  however  unwilling  I 
always  am,  to  address  this  House,  I  feel  that  my  duty 
calls  me,  and  I  shall  do  it.  I  could  agree  to  waive  far- 
ther discussion,  so  far  as  I  am  myself  concerned,  but  for 
the  extraordinary  course  pursued  by  gentlemen  who  op- 
f>08e  the  resolution.  The  gentleman  from  Obio  in  par- 
ticular, [Mr.  Wbisht]  inquires,  who  is  there  that  knows 
of  any  abuses  '  I  will  answer  the  gentleman  by  another 
question.  Who  is  tliere  that  does  not  know  them  >  Talk 
to  me  of  the  purity  existing  here  !  But  we  have  heard 
mn  extract  read  from  our  beloved  President's  message, 
recommending  to  us  the  observance  of  economy.     I  ask, 


influence  at  all  on  the  gentleman's  patriotic  mind.  The 
printing  and  stationery  was  taken  from  a  poor  widow,  and 
distributed  among  the  creatures  of  patronage.  I,  for 
one,  will  vote  for  the  resolution  in  cvtry  shape  ami  farm; 
I  see  from  the  discussion  that  mai.y  gentlemen  are  oppos- 
ed to  it,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ras- 
bolph]  said,  tndy,  tlwt  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  now  to  goto 
the  bottom  and  ferret  out  all  the  abuses  that  exist.  1  am 
well  aware  of  this.  I  know  that  the  monstrous  extrava- 
gance of  the  contingent  fund,  and  such  «  vast  amount  of 
secret  service  money  don't  comport  with  the  character  of 
a  Republic.  What  !  Sir :  Secreta  In  a  Republic  !  Se- 
crets, sir,  and  in  times  of  peace  !  No,  sir,  a  Republic 
should  be  as  open  as  day.  The  People,  sir,  will  frown 
on  these  deeds  of  darkness,  and  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion of  1828,  will  proclaim  to  an  astonished  world  XhMt 
they  are  not  to  be  bought  and  sold.  One  word  more,  sir. 
Let  me  earnestly  urge  it  on  all  the  friends  of  refonEB,  thax, 
aithougii  the  measure  is  ill-timed,  and  although  we  cai^'t 
reach  the  bottom  of  this  stinking  pool,  let  us  go  as  fer  m- 
to  it  as  we  can.  If  we  fail,  though  we  may  not  obiain 
success,  we  shall  have  done  more— we  shall  have  desert- 
ed it.  It  is  not  in  a  day  or  in  an  hour,  that  such  a  mon- 
ster is  to  be  levelled.  *  I  again  invoke  the  friends  of  re- 
form, as  they  hold  in  veneration  the  Mood  of  their  anca- 
tors,  and  the  memory  of  their  departed  worth,  not  to 
withdraw  their  support  from  this  inquiry.  Sir,  it  is  ia 
vain  that  Washington,  and  Green,  and  Sumpter,  sed 
Gates,  and  Marion,  and  Lafayette,  hazarded  their  blooil 
in  contending  for  our  liberty.  Aye,  su",  and  that  Jsek- 
son  fought  in  two  wars  ;  and  that  the  great  JefTersoo  fa- 
bored  for  us  in  the  Cabinet,  if  we  arc  now  to  gi^^  up  lit 
ship.  I  hope  we  sliant  do  it.  I  hope,  like  the  gauk- 
man  from  Indiana,  we  shall  nail  our  flag  to  the  mast,  irti 
in  such  a  ship,  sir,  manned  bylhe  American  Peopk,»^ 
commanded  by  such  an  officer,  we  shall  putdowoa^ 
those  who  dare  oppose  us. 

Mr.  BARNEY  remarked,  that  his  friend  and  neigltbcr, 
from  North  Carolina,  had  presented  him  with  a  drift,  k 
sight,  which,  though  not  strictly  payable  to  order. » «: 
relates  to  his  political  creed,  certainly  not  now  uaiff 
consideration,  yet  should  be  promptly  honored.  Ccfck 
he  consent  to  descend  from  his  station  as  a  Represestir 


in  what  is  it  to  be  found  ?    In  sending  a  superannuated  j  ^jve  of  the  People,  degenerate  into  a  mere  political  p*? 


Minister  abroad,  to  do  nothing  but  pocket  the  money, 
and  leave  the  public  business  undone  ?    Is  it  in  the  fa- 
mous mission  to  Panama,  in  search  of  a  Congress,  that 
nohody  has  been  able  to  find  ?    Was  this  any  evidence 
of  economy  ?    The  American  People  will  say,  we  want 
no  such  evidences  of  your  economy — we  want  you  to  re- 
deem the  extravagance  of  this  Government,  and  bring 
back  to  tts  the  old  fashioned  economy— not  the  new 
.  fashioned.     When  the  elder  or  first  Adams  attempted  to 
break  the  Constitution,  and  introduce  a  system  or  waste- 
ful extravagance,  the  People  measured  out  to  him  what 
.  justice  required  ;  I  nope  the  same  justice  that  was  mea- 
sured to  the  first,  will  be  measured  out  to  the  second. 
To  doubt  it,  would  be  to  doubt  the  knowledge,  virtue, 
and  intelligence,  of  the  People.  And  has  it  come  to  this? 
Are  we  to  be  told  there  is  no  coiTuption  hei-e  ?     Sir,  it 
is  little  villainy  that  begets  great  crimes.    It  is  the  bright 
sun  that  brings  forth  the  adder.     The  same  law  that  for- 
bids you  to  touch,  forbids  the  wish  to  touch.     What  have 
we  not  seen  ?    Has  not  a  branch  of  the  illustrious  men 
who  achieved  our  revolution  had  the  bread  taken  out  of 
her  mouth,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  her  orphan  children, 
to  give  it  to  John  Binns  >   And  who  is  John  Binns  }   The 
Editor  of  a  Journal,  notorious  for  his  opposition  to  Mr. 
Adams,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and 
as  notorious  for  his  sudden  conversion.     Sir,  his  conver- 
sion produced  great  astonishment,  but  the  mystery  was 
soon  explained— the  dog  had  got  his  sop— some  #  1»500 
or  #  2,000  per  annum.    A  tolerable  sop— yet  this  had  no 


lisan,  put  on  the  badge  and  livery  of  party,  and  be«» 
that  thing  which  no  freeman  could  be,  and  still  be  iiw- 
another  man's  man— he  should  with  brisk  step  coar  J 
the  right  about,  and  in  •*  ore**  rotundo^  with  all  tbe  rfi^ 
nuity  he  could  command,attempt  to  justify  himself  ot^ 
House  for  sustaining  by  his  vote  tliose  rery  nesohitifo 
which  he  had  opposed  in  debate  5  l>*»t  retunu^i:  »» 
more  tedious  than  to  go  on.  In  a  spirit  of  nanljr  UnUr 
ness,  above  all  praise,  the  honorable  Cbairmau  or' « a^ 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  dc<:Uu«d  ih»t  i^ 
investigation  could  not  result  in  convicting  tbe  X^^wui- 
tration  of  extravagance  or  prodigality  5  and  the  ^oo^*- 
ble  member/rom  Virginia,  whom  1  do  not  boat  see  lafe:* 
seat — 

[Here  Mr.  ALEXANDEU  rose  and  swd,  that  he  ss 
requested  to  announce  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  R4.»»©m 
would  be  necessarily  absent  during  tlic  day.] 

Mr.  BARNEY  continued,  that  he  had  not  des^i^  " 
say  any  thing  that  would  call  for  remark  or  reply  fp* 
that  honorable  member.  His  declarations*  made  ye«K 
day  on  the  floor,  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  a&  «^ 
heard  them,  were,  in  substance,  that  this  Investigab' 
if  gone  into,  would  rather  strengthen  than  pnejudtc^  t^- 
Administration.  Believing  that  the  utmost  ptiriiy  ^ 
vails  hi  our  institutions  ;  that  they  are  not  only  pui«,  ^ 
above  suspicion,  I  hare  and  shall  continue  to  oppose  3>' 
species  of  legislation. 

While  we  confine  ourselves,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  tiie  le; 
timate  duties  devolved  on  us,  we  continue  to  be  the ' 
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presentatiyes  of  40,000  freemen  ;  out  that  moment  we 
condescend  to  become  electioneering  partiMns,  we  re- 
sulve  ourselves  into  units,  one  in  the  great  mass  of  oor 
countrymen,  possessed  of  equal  rights,  and  equally  com- 
petent with  ourselves  to  Judge  and  decide  on  the  impor- 
tant question,  who  shall  become  our  next  Chief  Magis- 
trate. I  have  resolved  to  steer  clear  of  all  party  strife, 
but  seek  not  to  conceal  my  sentiments.  I  believe  the 
present  to  be  an  honest  Administration,  ably  administer- 
ed. In  Mr.  Adams  I  behold  a  plain  unpretending  repub- 
lican, who  has  enjoyed,  in  an  eminent  de|rree,  the  confi- 
dence of  all  his  illustrious  predecessors ;  incessantly  de- 
voting the  energies  of  his  vigorous  intellect  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  best  interests  of  his  country  ;  while  the 
distinguished  services  of  Gen.  Jackson  have  encircled  his 
brow  with  a  wreath  of  never-ikding  glory,  and  embalmed 
him  in  the  affections  of  a  large  portion  of  his  countrymen. 
It  remains  with  the  only  sovereigns,  the  People,  to  de- 
cide between  their  respective  claims.  It  is  not  for  me, 
nor  for  us,  to  interfere.  We,  too,  are  public  servants, 
and  have  other  important  duties  assigned  to  us.  My 
maxim  ever  has  been,  and  shall  be— may  the  Administra- 
tion of  my  country  be  always  right,  anil  while  right  may 
it  be  supported. 

I  am  pleased,  Mr.  Speaker,  tliat  so  much  of  the  reso- 
lution as  relate  to  our  compensation  is  omitted  in  the  mo- 
difications of  them.  II  am  told  it  is  not,  and  I  am  sorry 
for  it.}  It  is  immaterial  bow  long  the  discussion  may  be 
protracted,  it  will  all  end  in  smoke.  We  may  continue 
six  weeks  longer  in  a  vapor  bath,  but  the  per  diem  will 
remain  undiminished. 

In  reply  to  the-gentleman  from  Kentucky— I  do  not  al- 
lude to  the  mover  of  those  propositions,  for  the  concilia^ 
tory  tone  of  that  gentleman's  concluding  remarks  leaves 
nothing  existing  between  us  except  good  will,  but  to  the 
second  gentleman  from  Kentucky— who  responded  to 
me,  and  rode  my  old  horse  rather  royghly  :  tliis  was  per- 
fectly fair,  and  had  he  not  alluded  to  my  constituents,  I 
should  not  complain.      They,  air,  are  so  far  removed 
above  his  censure,  that  they  cannot  be  elevated  by  any 
encomiums  of  mine.  I  cannot  retort  upon  his  constituents 
ftny  unkind  allusion  {  an  intimate  association  with  them 
forms  one  of  the  roost  pleasing  recollections  of  my  early 
life,  and  my  district  of  country  feel  sostrungly  the  identi- 
ty of  interest  which  binds  the  Atlantic  border  to  the 
Western  world,  that  they  are  now  vigorously  employed 
in    facilitating  the  means  of  intercourse  which  are  more 
6rmly  to  unite  them  as  pne  common  family.      I  will 
not   retaliate,  lest   I  should  cause  the  crimson    blush 
of  shame  to  mantle  in  the  cheeks  of  those  I  represent, 
should  I,  by  any  similar  coarseness  of  language,  expose 
myself  to  your  rebuke  when  interposing  the  authority  of 
the  Chair  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  House  over  which 
you   preside.   Sir,  in  a  manner  calculated  not  only  to 
command  the  respect,  but  to  win  the  esteem  of  all  its 
members.     And  although  the  gentleman  has  drawn  the 
sword,  I  do  not  throw  away  the  scabbard.     I  will  not  be 
forced,  in  an  angry  discussion,  to  retort  harshness  of  invec- 
tive inconsistent  with  self-respect. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  sUted  that  there 
are  twenty  supernumeraries,  graduates  at  West  Point  now 
at  their  homes,  unemployed.  It  is  true.  Sir.  Those  young 
mem^  in  four  years  devoted  to  study,  are  permitted  but 
once  to  visit  their  families.  After  obtaining  their  de- 
grees they  generally  receive  a  furlough  of  two  or  three 
months  which  enables  them  to  renew  that  intercourse, 
and  rekindle  that  glow  of  affection  to  their  parents  and 
fj  lends,  which  too  long  a  separation  might  entirely  alien. 
ate.  Will  any  father  say  that  this  is  extravagant  indid- 
l^ence  }  It  iff,  however,  probable,  tliat  at  this  present 
moment,  there  are  not  vacancies  in  the  army  to  offer  them 
immediate  employment,  but  in  a  very  short  time  they  be- 
oome  merged  in  die  Register,  and  cease  to  be  supernu- 


meraries. Having  seen  and  known  at  West  Point  the 
destitute  orphan  son  of  a  widowed  mother,  who  was 
there  educated,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors,  I  mention  the  fact,  to  convince  my  friend 
from  Tennessee  that  its  benefits  are  not  monopolized  by 
the  children  of  the  affluent  and  Influential. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  expressed  great  repug- 
nance at  the  idea  of  a  son  of  his  receiving  an  education  at 
West  Point.  He  would  ratiier  he  should  make  his  mark, 
and  not  be  able  to  read  or  write.  Sir,  were  this  a 
Charity  School,  so  would  every  man  wh9  had  the 
means  to  educate  his  children  out  of  his  own  purse. 
E^  not  those  young  men  repay  the  debt  of  g^titude 
due  to  the  nation  ?  A  well  oi-ganized  army,  well  con- 
structed fortifications,  are  necessary  to  its  defence.  The 
elements  of  military  science  imparted  to  them  become 
the  property  of  their  country,  and  are  called  into  active 
requisition,  in  ttie  construction  of  its  fonresses  and  resist- 
ance to  its  enemies  \  and  eyen  should  they  return  to  the 
paths  of  civil  life,  in  imparting  their  science  to  the  militia, 
our  nation's  best  bulwark,  they  thus  contribute  more  es- 
sentially to  its  advantage  than  while  in  the  tented  field. 
I  have  never  ranked,  Mr.  Speaker,  among  the  radicals. 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed  a  prodigal,  when  desiring  to 
be  round  among  those  liberal  politicians  disposed  to 
cherish  the  existing  institutions  of  our  country,  and  by 
ample  appropriations,  commensurate  with  her  resources, 
advance  internal  improvements,  cherish  your  Army,  your 
Navy,  increase  your  national  defences  of  every  description; 
and  thus  accelerate  the  speed  of  the  Republic  in  her 
march  to  the  high  destinies  which  await  her,  and  which 
can  only  be  arrested  by  a  system  of  injudicious  and  waste- 
ful parsimony. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said,  that  he  again  felt  himself  called 
upon  by  the  allusion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to 
make  a  fe^^  remarks  in  explanation.  I  certainly  had  no 
intention  to  wound  the  feelings  of  him,  or  of  his  con- 
stituents. I  had  supposed,  from  the  many  encomiums  he 
passed  upon  his  horse,  and  the  accounts  he  gave  us  of 
the  intelligence  of  that  animal,  that  I  had  rather  paid  a 
compliment.to  his  constituents,  and  to  the  gentleman  him- 
self, than,  otherwise,  seeing  that  the  animal  could  be  sent 
upon  his  rounds  without  his  rider,  on  an  electioneering 
expedition,  to  teach  to  the  gentleman's  constituents  the 
politics  of  the  day.  [Mr.  Barvst  here  shook  his  head.] 
The  gentleman  says  I  am  mistaken.  It  is  possible  I 
was,  but  I  so  understood  him,  and  in  consequence  of  this, 
it  was,  that  I  supposed  the  gentleman's  horse  more  in- 
telligent than  his  constituents.  I  reciprocate  the  warm 
feelings  of  the  gentleman,  for  the  State  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  I  shall  be  willing  at  all  times  to  unite 
with  him  in  every  endeavor  towards  connecting  the  West- 
ern States  of  tliis  Union  with  the  State  of  Maryland.  For, 
I  believe  that  it  is  by  commercial  intercourse  that  the  . 
opinions  of  men  are  more  or  less  formed,  and  when  tliat 
connexion  shall  take  place,  I  have  a  great  hope  of  the 
conversion  of  that  gentleman  to  the  true  principles  of 
Republicanism,  (which  I  dare  say  he  considers  himself 
as  holding  at  tliis  time.)  The  opposers  of  the  resolution 
tell  us  that  nothing  can  be  done,  and  one  gentleman  has 
said,  that  all  reference  to  the  per  diem  allowance  is  left 
out  of  it,  as  now  modified.  I  have  not  so  understood  it — 
I  thou|^t  that  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
make  inquiry  into  all  species  of  retrenchment  which  can 
be  effected,  without  injury  to  the  public  interest.  AH 
resolutions  of  this  description,  whenever  they  are  intro- 
duced, produce  much  g^od*  They  awaken  all  concern- 
ed to  diligence  and  inquiry  ;  abuses  are  searched  out, 
and  the  cause  of  economy  promoted.  Yet,  it  has  ap- 
peared strange  to  me,  thut  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  while 
urging  every  arg^iment  they  can  think  of  against  the  re- 
solution, tell  us,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  are  strongly 
in  favor  of  it.    They  declare  that  they  are  very  much  in 
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faror  of  searching'  out  abuses,  though  there  are  no  Abuses 
in  the  Government  to  search  out,  and  though  they  are 
certain  it  will  end  in  nothing,  yet  that  they  support  it, 
and  will  vote  for  it.  This  course  of  argument  appears 
to  me  strange.  That  abuses  do  exist,  1  have  not  the 
least  doubt «  if  they  do  not,  why  do  gentlemen  oppose 
inquiry  ?  Can  any  injury  result  from  it  ?  If  the  Ad- 
ministration be  indeed  as  pure  as  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  imagine,  it  ought  to  be  their  boast  and  pride  that  the 
search  should  be  made,  let  it  result  as  it  will.  They 
call  upon  us  to  point  out  the  abuses.  Many  have  already 
been  pointed  out.  But,  is  this  the  time  to  call  out  for  a 
detail  of  the  abuses,  when  we  are  just  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  if  any  abuses  exist  ?  They  make  a  ques- 
tion, and  answer  it  themselves.  They  tell  us  all  is  well. 
Every  thing  is  as  it  should  be.  Well,  Sir,  if  so,  let  the 
inquiry  go  on.  J<et  us  see  if  the  Administration  is  as 
pure  as  they  would  have  us  believe.  1  acknowledge  that 
1  am  incompetent  to  point  out  the  various  abuses  that 
may  exist  in  a  Government  so  complicated  at  ours.  It  is 
only  from  newspaper  rumor  that  I  derive  my  knowledge 
of  it.  And,  if  I  am  to  believe  what  I  see  there,  then  I 
can  have  no  doubt  that  there  ought  to  be  an  inquiry.  I 
could  name  some  offices-  which  have  been  created  under 
this  Administration.  The  Panama  Mission  has  cost  us 
somewhere  about  80  or  1100,000.  Has  it  resulted  in 
any  great  benefit  ^  A  Minister  was  sent  to  England,  who 
was  perfectly  superannuated,  and  wholly  unable  to  per- 
form any  duty,  and  it  was  through  this  that  we  lost  the 
'West  India  trade,  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  was  a  great 
Jobs.  There  was  another  great  abuse  of  power*  This  man 
was  known,  at  the  time,  to  be  incompetent,  and  his 
mission  cost  us  SO  or  f  40,000.  We  have  had  another 
Minister  sent  out  since,  who  has  relumed  without  much 
benefit.  I'here  have  been  other  abuses.  Men  have  been 
paid  for  taking  out  despatches  to  our  Ministers  who  went 
out  in  the  very  ship  with  the  Ministers  themselves.  I 
should  certainly  have  thought,  that  the  Ministers  might 
have  so  far  condescended,  as  to  take  charge  of  these 
documents  themselves.  Another  instance  of  abuse  is 
to  be  found  in  tlie  outfits  of  our  Foreign  Ministers. 
$9,000  per  annum  as  salary,  1  should  think  was  an  ample 
provision,  without  $9,000  outfit,  especially  when  we  fur 
nisli  a  vessel,  and  bear  all  the  expenses  of  their  transpor- 
tation to  the  spot.  This  in  my  opinion,  is  an  item  which 
calls  for  retrenchment,  and,  under  the  resolution,  it  can 
be  reached.  But,  we  not  only  give  our  Ministers  outfits 
when  they  go  out,  but  we  must  give  them  homefits  when 
they  come  home.  Was  not  this  the  case  with  young  Mr. 
King  ?  He  Imd  an  outfit  of  $4,500,  and  yet  his  homefit, 
was  paid  him  within  sixty  days.  Is  there  any  example 
of  this  under  other  Administrations  ^  Sir,  it  is  enormons. 
It  may  appear  a  little  sum,  but  it  is  very  much  if  rightly 
considered.  The  expenditure  of  the  public  money  in 
the  Government  at  home,  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
equal  abuses.  In  the  Quartermsster*s  Department  of 
the  Army,  the  disbursement  of  $300,000,  is  attended  with 
an  expense  of  50  or  $60,000.  Is  there  any  one  who  can- 
not see  that  this  is  an  abuse  }  And  who  is  responsible  for 
tliese  things  ?  Who  commands  the  vessel  >  Who  steers 
it  ?  Sir,  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  is  responsi- 
ble. Gentlemen  need  not  imagine  that  we  are  responsi- 
ble, because  we  happen  to  have  a  majority  in  this  House, 
and  in  the  Senate.  The  President  is  responsible  for  the 
whole.  I  care  not  whether  these  offices  were  iti  exist- 
ence before  the  present  Administration  came  into  power, 
or  not.  The  President  ought  to  examine  into  them,  and 
if  any  of  them  can  be  dispensed  with,  he  ought  to  have 
pointed  them  out  particularly  in  his  message  to  Congress. 
He  has  the  entire  control  over  these  officers,  and  may  dis- 
miss, any,  or  all  of  them,  at  his  will  or  pleasure.  He 
had  it  in  his  power  to  work  a  great  reform.  Did  he  point 
out  any  particular  abuse  ?    Did  he  designate  any  one  of- 


fice that  could  be  dispensed  with  ?  No  Sir.  On  that 
subject  he  was  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Stilly  we  are  told 
that  the  President  has  recommended  tous  e<:onomy.  Yes 
Sir,  but  not  in  a  way  which  renders  it  tangible.  The  re- 
commendation is  for  the  mere  purpose  of  show — that  it 
may  go  abroad  among  the  People,  and  benefit  him  and 
his  cause.  Sir,  I  am  clear  of  one  thing.  If  this  resolu- 
tion shall  be  adopted,  whether  Congress  do,  or  not,  the 
People  will  work  a  reform.  The  nation  wilt  compel  her 
Representatives  to  do  it.  I,  for  one,  will  support  this  cau-c 
so  long  as  I  have  a  seat  on  this  floor.  I  believe  that  ma- 
ny of  tlie  offices  under  this  Government,  are  mere  ^ne- 
cures,  of  no  manner  of  good  tothe  public,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  that  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  an  impression  which  the  gentleman  from  M^ry- 
land  seemed  to  have  received  from  the  remarks  he 
made  when  last  up,  and  he  did  so,  not  because  he  tho\\^\\t 
that  his  views  wanted  any  fiirther  explanation, bulXo  pre- 
vent them  from  being  misunderstood  and  misrepresented. 
The  gentleman  assumes  what  he  is  not  entitled  to  assume. 
He  infers,  from  what,  I  said,  that  I  meant  to  declare  tliat 
no  investigation  could  result  in  any  thing  disparaging  u 
the  present  Administration.  Sir,  I  said  no  sach  tVm^, 
nor  had  my  observation  any  such  bearing.  On  the  ccr- 
trary,  I  have  expressly  avoided  either  to  inculpate  or  ta 
exculpate  the  Administration.  It  was  then  my  purpose, 
aud  it  is  now  to  avoid  saying  any  thing  whidi  may  hxrt 
a  bearing  on  the  Administration,  in  one  way  or  the  otbcr, 
except  what  refers  to  the  subject  immediately  before  cs. 
I  did  say,  that  the  inquiry  proposed  to  be  referred  to  i 
Committee  of  this  House,  would  result  in  nothing  th  < 
Session.  Whether  there  are  abuses  or  not — whether  wr 
Ministers  abroad  have  been  sent  out  too  often,  and  ch^a^- 
ed  without  sufficient  reason,  are  questions  not  invvhJf 
in  the  resolution.  The  question  before  us  is  not,  «l<t 
the  Government  has  done^lhat  is  past  and  over— bs: 
this  is  a  practical  resolution,  which  has  reference  whcclj 
to  future  reforms.  Whether  the  Pankma  Mission  rs* 
wise  and  expedient,  or  not,  is  not  now  before  usr— tb: 
Mission  is  at  an  ei>d — it  is  a  matter  of  hi^ory — ^whj,  thcs, 
bring  it  up  here,  and  at  this  time  ?  What  I  said  yes!5> 
day,  referred  to  the  practical  proposition  befoK  t*^ 
House.  As  such  I  said,  and  I  still  say,  that  it  will  enlit 
nothing.  As  hearing  on  the  Administration,  it  hoAn: 
business  here.  In  that  character  I  disclainn  it  entirtV 
So  much  by  way  of  explanation.  I  will  now  su^xx 
a  proposition  of  amendment.  I  move  to  anea^ 
the  resolution,  as  modified,  by  striking  out  the  fbi hav- 
ing : 

**  And  also,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  raeasiir^r 
m.iy  be  adopted  for  the  more  effectual' appUcatioa  a^:^ 
Sinking  Fund  to  tlie  payment  of  the  PuhKc  Debt.'* 

When  tlie  original  resolution  was  first  introdeoecf  Brio 
the  House.  I  resisted  it.     I  am  equally  opp^iaedtoat^v 
thing  else  being  referred  to  the  committee  of  Wa^«^-i 
Means,  which  does  not  exclusively  belong  to  tbcir  fe*y 
If  there  is  any  thing  which  reflects  on  that  Committee,  as 
not  having  performed  its  duty,  it  is  the  not  attending  t: 
a  rapid  disdiarge  of  the  public  debt.      So  much,  thex- 
fore,  of  this  resolution,  as  refers  to  the  public  <3ebt,  ail 
to  tlie  mode  of  its  discharge,  will,  I  hope,   be  stricken 
out  of  it.  That  subject  is  before  the  Committee  of  W»v> 
and  Means.  The  existing  laws  give  full  efBcacy  to  all  tf^ 
means  which  the  country  possesses  of  diaehar|png  tbs: 
debt.     No  resolution  will  either  hasten  or  retard  its  p*?* 
ment.     Whatever  the  surplus  in. the  Treasury  may  bi. 
it  goes,  by  law,  to  that  object. 

Mr.  BARNEY  said  the  gentleman  certainly  d^l  adff  * 
that  no  salaries  had  been  increased  under  this  Administr. 
tion  except  that  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  no  %i<^ 
tional  offices  created,  save  a  few  Clerks  in  the  Defer- 
ments.    Consequently,  that  they  (the  Adii^nistratj«»: 
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could  not  be  held  responsible  for  any  alleged  extrava- 
gance, or  unnecessary  increase  of  offices. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  now  signified  his  acceptance  of  Mr. 
McDcrriK's  amendment,  as  a  modification  of  his  'resolu- 
tion . 

Mr.  CLARIS  of  Kentucky,  said,  that,  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  original  resolution,  it  had  not  been  his  intention 
to  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  in  relation  to  it, 
and  his  disinclination  to  do  so  had  been  much  increased 
by  the  very  frank,  candid,  and  honorable  manner  in 
which  the  subject  had  since  been  treated  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.    I  return  my 
thanks,  said  Mr.  C.  to  that  i^entleman  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  expressed  himself.     He  has  said  nothing, 
with  the  exception  of  a  single  paragraph,  that  does  not 
meet  my  entire  approbation,  and  I  should  not  now  have 
offered  to  the  House  a  single  remark,  but  for  the  language 
which  has  fallen  from  gentlemen  friendly  to  the  resolu- 
tion—language in  witich  they  have  strongly  denounced 
the  present  Administration,  before  any  investigation  has 
taken  place.     It  is  the  office  of  reason,  as  it  is  that  of 
justice,  humanity,  and  Christian  charity,  always  to  hear 
the  testimony  before  judgment  is  pronounced.     I  ask 
gentlemen  whether  there  is  any  thing  like  testimony  to 
justify  the  severe  remarks  they  have  made  on  what  they 
have  affirmed  to  be  the  profligate  expenditures  of  this 
Government.  I  know  very  well  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
on  this  subject  in  the  newspapers,  and  that,  during  the 
last  canvass  for  President,   it  was  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  (and  in  saying  this  I  do  not  refer  to  any  indivi- 
dual on  the  floor)  made  an  instrument  by  which  the  pub- 
lic mind  was  greatly  excited.     I  am  now  glad  to  see  a 
prospect  of  that  excitement  being  allayed  by  means  of 
the  resolution  introduced,  by  my  friend  from  Kentucky.  I 
preferred  the  original  form  of  the  resolution,  however, 
since  I  think  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is 
the  proper  organ  through  whom  this  inquiry  should   be 
made.  It  will  be  recollected,  Ihiit,  at  the  last  session,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  earnestly  recommended  the  ex- 
change of  the  sixteen  millions  of  the  present  six  percent, 
stock  of  the  United  States  for  other  stock,  of  a  later  date 
of  payment,  at  five  per  cent.  I  y  Tvhich  operation,  bad  it 
been  adopted,  there  would  have  been  effected  a  clear  an- 
nual saving  of  160,000  dollars,  and  I  consider  it  well  wor- 
thy of  consideration  by  the  Committee    of  Ways  and 
Means,  whether  such  an  exchange  cannot  still  be  eflecled. 
I  preferred  the  first  resolution,  because  it  referred  the  in- 
nuiry  to  a  Committee  which  may  justly  be  entitled  the 
first  in  this  House,  and  of  which  1  am  free  to  say,  that,  in 
its  wisdom,  application,  and  integrity,  1  entirely  confide. 
1  think  the  subject  ought  to  be  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee and  to  no  other.     It  is  one  of  the  peculiar  subjects 
over  which  that  committee  is  called  to  preside,  by  the 
Hules  and  Orders  of  this  House  $  and  althougli  I  should  be 
loth  to  burthen  the  committee  with  unnecet«iry  labor, 
yet  I  consider  it  of  vital  importance  to  call  forth  in  this  \n- 
quir>',  the  first  talents  of  the  country.     It  is  an  investiga- 
tion, which,  from  its  own  nature,  cannot  properly  be  exe- 
cuted unless  by  an  individual  intimately  acquainted  with 
all  the  operations  of  the  Departments  of  this  Government. 
XI I e  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  regular  dis- 
charg'C  of  their  duty,  have  been  compelled  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  the  routine  of  business  in  the  ]>epart> 
rnents.     They  have  the  knowledge  and  are  familiar  with 
it,  and  they  could  prosecute  the  inquiry  with  one-third  of 
the  labor  that  would  be  required  by  any  other  committee 
of  the  House  I  and  when  they  should  pVesent  a  report,  it 
would  have  far  more  of  the  conhdence  of  this  House,  than 
if  proceeding  fmm  any  other  quarter. 

My  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Dan isl]  supposed  that, 
thoug^h  the  friends  of  the  Administration  in  this  House, 
have  openly  avowed  themselves  to  be  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution, yet  tliat  th^y  have  a  secret  liostiKty  to  it,  and  tliat 


that  hostility  has  been  developed  in  various  shapes  during 
the  present  discussion.  If  such  be  the  fact  in  respect  to 
any  other  friends  of  the  Administration,  I,  for  one,  utter- 
ly  disclaim  it.  The  gentleman  who  first  proposed  the  in- 
quiry cannot  be  more  anxious  for  it  than  I  am.  I  recol- 
lect no  remark  made  by  any  friend  of  the  Administration 
manifesting  any  thing  hke  unwillingness  that  this  investi- 
gation should  proceed.  If  a  single  remaik  of  this  kind  has 
been  made,  it  has  escaped  my  observation.  Gentlemen 
have  indeed  rebutted  some  of  the  round  charges  made, 
without  proof,  against  the  officers  of  the  Government,  but 
they  have  at  the  same  time  challenged,  instead  of  depre- 
cating inquiry.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  made  these  charges  about  extravagance,  do  them- 
selves believe  what  they  have  here  asserted  ;  but  the  as- 
sertion has  certainly  been  made  without  a  partide  of 
proof,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned.  I  do  believe 
them  to  be  entirely  sincere,  and  it  is  for  that  vtry  reason 
that  I  am  desirous  the  investigation  should  take  place.  If 
there  are  abuses,  let  them  be  exposed.  It  is  our  solemn 
duty  to  expose  every  defaulter  and  every  individual  who 
improperly  applies  the  money  in  the  Treasury.  I  would 
disclaim  the  cause  of  any  Administration  who  applied  the 
revenues  of  their  country  to  their  own  private  interest,  or 
personal  aggrandizement.  I  don't  believe  the  charge  ; 
we  have  no  proofs  before  us ;  and  years  of  faithful  pub- 
lie  service,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  to  the  contrary, 
forbid  me  to  believe  it.  In  the  keen  acrimony  of  party 
strife,  had  any  such  fuels  existed,  proof  would,  ere  this, 
have  been  exhibited  in  abundance  No  proof  has  been 
adduced — the  cliargea  consist  in  round  assertions.  But, 
I  have  never  yet  seen,  on  the  records  of  this  House,  any 
thing  that  could  warrant  a  belief  that  those  assertions  are 
true.  Sir,  I  have  regretted  to  witness  the  character  of 
this  debate.  Surely  this  is  a  question  which  does  not 
characterize  party  in  this  House.  Surely  we  have  not 
yet  arrived  at  that  degree  of  mutual  ill-will,  and  that  dis- 
regard of  all  public  justice,  which,  when  abuses  are  to  be 
investigated,  arrays  the  members  of  this  House  in  com- 
pact and  opposite  ranks,  for  and  against  any  Administra- 
tion, or  for  and  against  any  Presidential  candidate.  Such 
a  state  of  things  were  beneath  tl\e  dignity  of  this  House. 
Surely  it  becomes  us  all  to  do  strict  justice  to  him  who 
administers  the  concerns  of  the  country,  be  that  indivi- 
dual whom  he  may.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  important  to 
the  welfare  of  this  People  that  their  Itepresentatives  shall 
diaj  forth  into  public  view  that  man  who  violates  their 
tiiist,  and  expose  him  to  the  infamy  which  he  deserves, 
it  is  equally  important,  on  the  other,  that  they  should 
measure  out  to  him  who,  has  discharged  that  trust  with 
laborious  fidelity,  a  just  reward. 

I  felt  a  good  deal  of  regret  while  I  listened  to  son^e  of 
the  remarks  of  an  honorable  member  from  Tennessee. 
LMr.  MiTcufeLL.]  I  know  the  good  sense,  the  upiiglit  in- 
tentions, and  the  characteristic  openuessand  candor,  which 
belong  to  that  gentleman  ;  and  I  did  think  that  his  candor 
and  good  sense  might  have  suggested  to  him,  that,  if 
there  be  any  mismanagement  in  the  Militaiy  Academy  at 
West  Point,  it  is  not  chargeable  upon  this  Administra- 
tion, because  that  institution  is  not  a  oliild  of  theirs,  and 
because  the  recommendation  of  the  candidates  for  admis- 
sion, is  a  matter  in  whicli^  they  liave  no  sort  of  conceni. 

[Mr.  MITCHELL  now  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  yield  him  the  floor  for  a  moment,  that  he 
might  explain,  and  Mr.  Clark  having  done  so, 

Mr.  MITCHELL  said,  that  he  could  assure  the  gentle- 
man^ with  the  greatest  sincerity,  that,  when  he  made 
those  remarks  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded,  so  far 
from  intending  to  bring  any  charge  against  the  Atlminis- 
tnition,  the  Administration  wa^  not  even  in  his  recollec- 
tion. He  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  present  Adminis- 
tration did  not  create  the  Academy  at  West  Point,  and 
they  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  as  to  the  policy 
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or  impolicf  of  such  an  imtitutioii.  He  never  should  ad- 
vance SMj  thing  aii^nflt  the  present  Administralion,  or 
any  other,  without  evidence  to  support  it.  It  did  not  be- 
long to  his  character  to  accuse  any  ona  wrongfully,  or  to 
cherish  personal  ill-will  against  any  man  or  set  of  men. 
He  made  this  explanation  to  the  gentleman  ftom  Kentuc- 
ky with  great  pleasure,  because  he  really  believed  him 
to  be  a  clever  man.  For  himself,  he  did  not  care  with 
whom  abuses  had  <«i^nated  ;  if  the  OoYernment  and  the 
country  were  ruined,  tt  would  make  no  difFerence  in  the 
result  to  determine  by  what  Administration  it  had  been 
effected.  He  was  not  desirous  of  convicting  any  one, 
but  only  sought  to  remedy  abuse,  if  it  did  exist.} 

Mr.  CLARK  resumed.  I  stand  corrected.  I  did  not 
voluntarily  misunderstand  the  gentleman,  but  the  course 
of  his  remarks  induced  the  belief  that  such  had  been  his  in- 
tention. The  gentleman,  however,  must  allow  him  to 
make  a  single  remark  on  the  manner  in  which  Cadets 
were  introduced  into  the  Military  Academy.  He  seem- 
ed to  sijppose  that  the  eadstence  of  that  institution  furnish- 
ed, in  itself,  an  evident  proof  of  the  correctness  of  his  re- 
marks that,  ever  since  the  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  state 
of  the  country  and  of  the  Government  had  been  growing 
worse-  He  spoke  of  the  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as  emphati- 
cally the  days  of  our  prosperity,  but  the  g^itleman  sure- 
ly knew  that  the  Military  Academy  was  organized  during 
those  very  days.  When  the  gentleman  said  that  its  be- 
nefits were  confined  exclusively  to  the  sons  of  the  rich 
and  of  the  '*wcll  born,"  I  do  not  know  that  I  perfectly 
understood  him.  I  hsul  always  supposed  that  all  were 
well-born,  who  came  of  honest  parentage.  We  have  in 
this  country  no  privileged  orders.  But  the  gentleman 
says,  that  none  are  admitted  into  that  School,  but  the  sons 
of  the  "well-boiTi  and  of  the  wealthy."  In  this  opinion, 
the  gentleman  is  certainly  mistaken.  Unless  I  am  great- 
ly misinturmed,  (and  1  have  my  information  through  a 
very  direct  and  creditable  channel)  nine-tenths  of  those 
who  have  been  admitted,  and  are  now  there,  are  not  the 
sons  of  wealthy  parents.  1  admit,  however,  that  they  are 
*«well-born:"  for,  not  only  are  they  the  sons  of  honest  pa- 
rents, but  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  the  sons  of  offi- 
cers  and  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  Revolution  and  in  the  last 
war.  If  these  arc  not  fit  subjects  to  receive  the  benefits 
of  that  institution^  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  who  ought 
to  be  so  considered.  Their  parentb  were  indeed  poor, 
but  they  were  honest  and  patriotic,  and  tliey  shed  their 
best  blood  for  that  liberty,  and  all  those  political  blessings 
which  the  gentleman  from  Tennesee  now  enjoys,  and 
which  1  hope  he  may  long  continue  to  enjoy.  In  the 
charge  he  made,he  was  certainly  mistaken,  ahd,if  he  will 
lake  tlie  trouble  to  inquire,he  will  be  satisfied  of  the  fact. 

In  the  specification  of  items  of  profuse  Public  Bxpeii- 
diture  slated  to  the  House  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
[Mr.  Da^ciel]  there  was  one  which  I  certainly  did  not  ex- 
pect him  to  m.ike.  He  tells  us  that  great  abuses  have 
taken  place  in  the  dlsbursetnent  of  the  public  funds  to  our 
diplomatic  corps  abroad.  If  that  gentleman  will  examine 
the  laws  which  regulate  our  Foreign  intercourse,  he  will 
find  that  not  a  diiltar  can  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  but 
by  the  force  of  law.  The  rates  of  the  compensation  of 
the  difterent  individiial<4  are  all  fixed  by  the  laws  of  tiie 
land.  If  he  supposes  that  money  can  he  paid  out  at  the 
mere  will  and  pleasure  of  tlie  President,  and  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  he  is  under  a  great  mistake  indeed.  The 
law  of  1802  fixed  the  salaries  of  all  of  our  Ministers  ;  and 
they  are  as  permanent,  and  as  uniform,  ^nd  as  much  be- 
yond the  reach  of  Executive  ^ntrol,  as  yours,  sir.  How 
then,  can  there  be  any  abuse  1  You  may  call  on  the  Presi- 
dent whenever  you  please,  and  he  is  bound  to  lay  before 
you  a  full  account  of  all  that  he  has  done  on  this  subject. 
Did  you  not  call  upon  him  last  session  f  And  at  the  session 
before  last  ?  Did  he  not  respond  to  your  call  ?  And  did 
you  pronounce  that  there  was  any  thing  wrong  in  the  ac- 


count which  he  rendered  f  If  there  was,  I  na  ignorant  of 
it.  My  colleague  thinks  that  the  public  money  was  great- 
ly squandered  in  the  appointment  of  Ruftis  King  to  be  our 
Minister  to  London,  and  insists  that  his  mission  was  pro- 
ductive of  no  public  benefit.  What  was  the  fact,  sir } 
Mr.  King  was  appointed  Minister  to  that  Court,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate— he  proceeded  on  his 
mission,  and  was  taken  sick  in  conaeauence — he  retam- 
ed  home,  and  aoon  after,  died.  Shr,  if  the  President  is  to 
be  held  answerable  for  the  life  and  health  of  every  Minis- 
ter he  sends  abroad,  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  fill  fab 
office.  As  to  the  propriety  of  the  appointment,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  give  an  opinion.  There  certainly  couiJ 
be  nothing  Wrong  in  it,  because  it  was  sabmitted  to  the 
decision  of  the  Senate  and  approved  of  by  them.  My  col- 
leagtie  said,  top,  that,  altliough  we  have  had  another 
Minister  since,  at  the  same  Court,  yet  nolhia^  has  been 
effected.  Sir,  my  colleague  surely  forgets  kimaelf.  11 
has  escaped  his  recollection  that  one  treaty  haa  bee^  ef- 
fected, by  which  ^1,200,000  have  been  allowed  us  lor 
slaves  taken  and  carried  away  during  the  bat  war,  and 
that,  thereby,  a  very  difficult  and  embamssing  questioa 
between  the  two  Governments  has  been  quieted  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  partlea. 

But,  besides  this,  the  b  mndary  line  between  the  Umted 
States  and  the  British  Colonies,   so  long  a  subject  of  <b- 
cusaion  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, has  also  been  settled,  and  a  treaty,  defining  that  Hvc, 
is  now  before  the  Senate  for  its  approbation.     The  gea- 
tleman  forgets  all  tliese  matters.    Sir,  this  is  sometbirif- 
what  more  would  gentlemen  have  to  be  done  ?  Lettkee 
point  it  out.     But  the  gentleman  says  we  luive  lost  t^ 
Colonial  Trade  in  the  West  Indies,  and  this  has  best 
owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  Minister  sent  to  £ngiisd 
Surely  the  gentleman  has  forgotten  the  recent  stateme^ 
we  have  had  laid  before  us,  shewing  that  this  tnule  is  bsr 
prosperous  now  than  it  ever  was  before.     Sir,  the  se^ 
chants  themselvej-^ersons  certainly  best  cnlcabteOH 
judge,  and  the  most  deeply  interested  in  the  matter,  n 
far  nrom  complaining  of  what  lias  been  done,  are  d«i^ 
reaping  the  benefits  which  have  Bowed  from  it.     Ge  }tt^ 
men  should  ascerluin  the  truth,  and  know  the  reais^ 
of  facts,  before  they  make  charges  such  as  have  bees  ^ 
duced  in  the  coune  of  this  debate.     I  have   nothing  n^ 
ther  to  observe,  except  to  repeat  that  I  am  in  favor  of'Jt 
resolution  for  an  inquiry.     I  should,  it  is  true,   have  ^ 
ferred  it  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  originally  offetoi- 
but  I  shall  vote  for  the  modification  which  the  geDtlra^ 
lias  substituted,  to  which,  however,  I  beg  leave  to  {(£• 
pose  this  amendment— that,  instead  of  subdividtng  the  ia- 
vestigation  among  the  committees  enumerated,  tlie  wMc 
be  referred  to  the  Coinroittee  of  Ways  and  Means.    Mr 
Clark,  however,    withdrew  this  amendment  at  tiie  rr> 
qitest  of 

Mr.  BLAKE,  who  offered  the  foUowii^g  flUMB&w^'^^ 
tlie  resolution  of  Mr.  Cmiltov,  as  modified  by  the  xk»^  « 
**Strike  out  all  after  the  word  reaolved*  and  ioent^e 
following:  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Meaa»bc 
instructed  to  inquire  into  any  abuses  which  have  bees,  ^ 
may  be  reported  to  have  been,  committed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  Heads  of  Depa"- 
ments  of  tliis  Government,  in  the  diaburaenent  af  tbc 
public    money ;   and  whether  there  is  any  unneocsssr; 
number  of  officers  employed  in  any  of  said  DepanmesSx 
and  whether  any  of  the  said  officers  receive  exacbitasi 
sahiries ;  and,  if  so^  under  what  Admidiatiation  the  Oii 
salaries  were  created  ;  and,  if  any,  what,r^renchBfcec: : 
the  public  expenditures  can  be  made,  not  incorapa&bk 
with  the  public  interest  f  and  that  the  said  Gomauttee  br, 
and  is  hereby,  vested  with  full  power  to  prosecute  ti^ 
inquiry  folly,  and  with  despatch." 

Mr.  MITCURLL,  of  Tenneasee,  aaid,  I*«m  opposed  «c 
the  resolution    ioto  cosh.    There  is  not  a  feature   ia  < 
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which  I  should  embrace,  if  left  to  my  own  views  of  the 
iDftttei.    It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  to  enter  into  t!ie 
discussion  again.     The  feebleness  of  my  health  would  for- 
bid it,  if  there  were  no  other  considerations  to  restrain 
me.    The  House,  I  believe,  will  do  me  the  justice  to  ac- 
knowledge tluit  I  never  yet  have  intnided  mvself  on  their 
attention  a  second  time,  upon  the  same  subiect.     I  rise 
merely  to  support  the  allegation  which  I  made,  which,  to 
my  mind,  is  as  irrefragable,  as  the  cock  of  Gibraltar  is  im- 
movttble.  I  said  that  the  benefits  of  the  Academy  at  West 
Point  are  given  to  some  of  the  well-born,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman professes  not  fully  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
that  expression,  I  will  treat  him  with  a  dissertation  upon 
it.    None  can  abhur  th«  word  more  than  1  do :  fop  this  is 
a  Government  where  merit  ought  to  rise,  from  whatever 
station  it  may  proceed.     But  the  Coveniment  has  con- 
verged; the  poor  And  humble  are  looked  upon  as  "eon- 
mile,**  to  use  an  expression  of  <  he  hon.   gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Randoltb]  buttle  roan  possessed  of  thou- 
sands of  dirty  acresy  (no  matter  how  he  may  have  got 
them)  is  regarded  as  a  person  of  consequence  and  con- 
sideration! It  is  the  sons  of  these,  and  such  as  these,  who 
'are  called  the  well-born.     But  there  is  a  species  of  peo- 
ple smong  us  whom  the  Government  has  fostered,  even 
on  this  floor,  who  esteem  wealth  mere  than  they  do  all 
the  knowledge,  talent,  apd  virtue,  of  a  sage.     I  acknow- 
ledge that  property  is  a  great  blessing  when  bestowed  by 
the  munificence  of  Heaven  upon  men  of  talents  and  in- 
tegrity,  who  consider  themselves  as  stewards  for  the  be- 
nefit of  society ;  but  there  are  others,  in  whose  hands 
property  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  curses.    I  liope  that  the 
gentlennan,  by  this  time,  has  a  full  view  of  what  I  meant 
by  the  term  well-born.     Sir,  I  know  of  no  such  thing  as 
personal  distinction,  under  this  Government.     I  see,  in- 
deed, an  attempt  at  it,  but  that  attempt  is  odious  to  me, 
and  to  all  who  think  as  I  do. 

Now,  Sir,  who  arc  in  this  West  Point  Academy  ?    One 
gentleman  tells  us  that  there  is  to  be  found  the  son  of  a 
widowed  mother.     Sir,  I  should  be  glad  the  gentleman 
would  name  bim.     I  certainly  never  heard  of  such  a  one 
before.     [Tl)e  honorable  member  here  named  some  of 
the  youths  who  were  at  the  Academy,  whose  names  and 
parentage  the  reporter  was  not  able  to  catch  with  suffi- 
cient   distinctness    to   embody     them   in    this   report, 
comnientin^   upon   them   as   he   went   along.  1    Sir,  I 
feel  no  enmity  whatever  towards  those  who  conduct  that 
institution.     God  bless  them — ^they  are  in  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  the  course  of  their  duty,  and  it  is  not  with 
them  that  1  find  any  fault.     It  is  the  institution  which  I 
bate,  and  I  hate  it  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated.    From 
a   district  adjoining  that  of  mv  colleague,  there    is  a 
young  man  of  wealth  and  splendor— but,  Sir,  this  proud 
soul  of  mine  shall  be  bent  as  low  as  that  point  of  degrada- 
tion  to  which  the  Government  seems  likely  to  bring  us  all, 
before  a  son  of  mine  shall  be  brouglit  there.     Notwith- 
atandinff  I  have  the  same  privilege  witli  other  members, 
I  should  deem  myself  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 
hundred  thousand  souls  who  have  sent  me  here  as  their 
RepresenUtive,  if  I  could  use  that  privilege  in  favor  of 
•"y   Bon  of  mine.    Sir,  my  colleague  did  me  no  more 
than  justice,  when  he  said  that  I  usually  speak  with  cau- 
tion in  this  House.     Sir,  I  never  speak  unadvisedly  j  nei- 
ther U  it  my  desire  or  intention  to  hurt  any  one.     I  am,  it 
«8  true,  the  son  of  a  corrupt  and  fallen  race,  but  my  con- 
science  does  not  reproach  me  with  ever  designing  to 
«peak   what  is  wrong.     In  what  I  said  of  this  Academy,  I 
spoke  from  data,  as  I  liope  the  gentlenroin  also  did  when 
ne    told  us  about  the  son  of  a  widow  who  had  been  re- 
ceived there.    I   know  him  not,   and  I  protest  before 
Heaven  and  thb  House,  that  it  is  my  sincere  belief  that 
no  son  ot  a  forlorn  and  destitute  widow  has  ever  been  re- 
ceived  there.    But  when  I  speak  of  a  forlorn  and  desti- 
tute widow,  I  do  not  mean  a  woman  who  has  merely  lost 
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her  companion  in  life  ;  by  that  description  I  understand  a 
womnn  depressed  by  poverty,  who  has  a  family  to  main- 
tain, and  who  is  compelled,  by  necessity,  to  drudge  from 
the  morning  to  the  night,  Cl'«ke  the  unwearied  ant)  for  her 
offspring.  She  is  a  forlorn  widow,  and  I  never  yet  heard 
of  the  son  of  such  an  one  being  recommended  and  admit- 
ted to  the  West  l^oint  Academy. 

One  word7  sir,  on  the  amendment.  When  the  mem- 
ber from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ckiltos]  first  intrtxluced  his 
resolution  into  the  House,'!  saw  nothing  in  it  which  relat- 
ed particularly  to  this  Administration,  or  to  any  otiier. 
In  my  apprehension,  it  had  not  even  a  squinting  towards 
It.  I  thought  that  it  was  sincerely  meant,  and  that  it  was 
such  a  resolution  as  became  the  Representatives  of  an  ho- 
nest People,  and  1  believe  that  its  adoption  would  be  a 
benefit  to  the  nation.  I  did  think,  and  still  do  think,  that 
a  number  of  the  officers  under  this  Government  might  be 
dispensed  with,  although  I  well  know  that  many  must  be 
retained.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CLAaK] 
has  given  to  it  a  polit  al  cast ;  he  wislies  us  to  seixl  to 
these  officers,  that  they  may  declare  whether  they  have 
received  too  much.  They  are  to  tell  us  whether  the 
regalia  of  Government  are  necessary  or  unnecessary.  Sir, 
will  you  come  to  me  to  inquire  whether  I  have  done  any 
thing  wort^iy  of  punishment  ?  I  should  never  tell  you 
any  thing  which  will  condemn  myself,  nor  would  I  ask 
such  a  thing  from  another.  Why,  then,  has  there  been 
such  a  waste  of  time  in  repelling  charges  against  the 
Administration  ?  But,  sir,  whenever  persons  attempt  to 
procrastinate  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  it  is  \gry  natural 
to  suspect  that  they  know  of  something  wrong.  I  do  not 
know  that  such  is  the  fact ;  but  I  do  know  that  Repub- 
lics, like  all  other  Governments,  arc  prone  to  run  mto 
eztnvag^ce  and  profligacy.  When  I  spoke  the  other 
day,  in  support  of  this  resolution,  I  had  no  apprehension 
of  the  buzz  that  would  arise  on  all  sides  of  us.  Sir,  I  was 
brought  up  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  dark  and 
eventful  days  of  ^98.  I  have  been  a  s*rict  observer  of 
public  men  and  public  things  ever  since  that  time.  I 
know  very  well  when  the  Military  Academy  was  es- 
tablished, as  well  as  when  the  other  breaches  have  been 
made  upon  our  liberty.  But  if  any  thing  which  fell  from 
me  was  considered  as  making  war  upon  an  Administration 
which  is  already  borne  down,  I  was  greatly  misunderstood. 
I  have  no  such  purpose.  Where  the  error  lies,  there  let 
the  investigation  search  it  out.  But,  fur  God's  sake,  let 
us  leave  alone  this  political  dispute. 

Mr.  CLARK  now  rejoined.  If  I  had  thought  there 
would  have  been  any  difference  as  to  facts,  between  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  myself  in  relation  to  the 
Military  Academy,  I  shoukl  not  have  referred  to  that  sub- 
ject  at  all.  The  intelligence  I  received,  I  considered  as 
authentic.  It  certainly  was  direct ;  tor  I  had  it  from  two 
young  gefitlemen  just  come  from  the  Academy.  The 
gentleman  alluded  to  the  Cadets  from  my  district.  The 
practice,  1  believe,  at  present  adopted  by  the  War  De- 
partment, is  to  allow  the  member  from  each  district  to 
select  the  Cadets  from  that  district.  I  know  of  but  two 
Cadets  from  my  district.  If  the  g^tleman  knows  of  four, 
it  is  pnure  than  I  do.  The  admission  of  one  of  these  was 
obtained  by  me,  and  he  is  the  son  of  a  poor  widow,  whose 
husband  fell  in  the  service  during  the  last  war.  The 
other  is  the  son  of  a  man  of  very  high  talents,  but  of  mo- 
derate circumstances.  With  this  selection  I  bad  nothing 
to  do.    It  was  made  by  the  two  Senators  from  my  SUte. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  he  re- 
gretted  that  the  amendmefit  offered  by  the  gentleman 
firom  New  York,  [Mr.  Tati^b]  had  been  put  out  of  the 
view  of  the  House,  by  the  modification  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Chiltov]  had  been  pleased 
to  make  in  hu  resolutions.  He  thought  it  more  intelli- 
gible, and  the  language  less  exceptionable,  than  any  one 
of  tlie  forms  in  which  the  subject  had  been  pre^nted  to 
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the  House,  and  he  was  vtry  sorry  it  had  been  pat  out  of 
view.  His  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Ddchaitak]  had  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment,  because  it  did  not  embrace 
what  he  conceived  to  be  a  very  important  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal reaolutions,  relating  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt.  That  as  some  gentlemen  entertained  doubts 
of  the  expediency  of  paying  off  the  public  debt,  and  be- 
lieved we  were  discharging  it  too  rapidly,  it  was  all 
important  that  this  paragraph  should  be  retained.  Mr. 
A.  observed  that,  as  the  inquiry  proposed  to  be  made  by 
the  resolutions  appeared  to  be  predicated  upon  the  sup- 
position that  it  was  expedient  to  discharge  the  public 
debt,  it  might  be  of  importance  to  his  colleague  that  this 
object  should  be  placed  in  the  fVont  rank.  But,  as  re- 
garded the  simple  abstract  question  of  the  expediency  of 
extinguishing  the  puMic  debt,  he  thought  that  a  vote  of 
the  House,  establishing  the  fact,  could  be  of  no  impoK- 
ance  at  this  time.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  gentle- 
man on  the  floor,  who  seriously  entertained  the  opinion 
that  a  national  debt  was  a  national  blessing,  or  that  it 
would  be  unwise  for  this,  or  any  other  Government,  to 
liquidate  and  extinguish  their  public  debts  as  speedily  as 
the  means  they  possessed  would  enable  them. 

The  supposed  prodigality  and  extravagance  oi  the  Go- 
vernment for  some  time  past,  had  afforded  a  rich  th^me 
for  declamation  throughout  every  part  of  the  United 
States.    Newspaper  esayibts  had  been  clamorous  on  the 
subject.     And  where,  he  would  ask,  have  we  been  told, 
we  should  find  evidence  of  this  prodigal  expenditure  of 
the  public  revenue  *    In  the  suDordinate  offices  of  the 
Treasury  Department  ?    No,  Sir.     Where,  then,  are  we 
told  we  should  find  it  ?    In  the  East  Room.     There,  it 
has  been  boldly  asserted  would  be  found  the  glittering 
and  costly  representatives  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
the  public  money.     There,  Sir,  we  have  been  informed, 
we  should  find  tlie  most  incontestlble  evidences  of  the 
extravagance  and  prodigality  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion.    And  what  is  the  fact  ^    After  being  led  by  curio- 
sity, or  by  the  glaring  light  of  this  ignis  fatuus,  t«  its  pre- 
tended location,  what  do  we  find  ?    Nothing,  except  a 
few  chairs,  apparently  of  domestic  manufacture,  and  of 
little  value.     He  would  beg  leave  to  ask,  whatshad  gone 
with  all  this  costly  furniture,  if  it  ever  was  there  ?    As  that 
constituted  a  veiy  important  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  which  devolved  upon  them  by 
a  Rule  of  the  House,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  inform 
us.     For  the  purpose,  then,  of  ascertaining  whether  such 
an  unpropitious  state  of  things  did  exist,  in  relation  to 
the  management  of  our  financial  concern*<,  he  was  willing 
that  the  inquiry  sliould  be  made,  and  that  the  fact  of  their 
existence  or  non-existence  should  be  disclosed.     If  a  dis- 
ease so  alarming,  and  so  malignnnt-in  its  character,  exist- 
ed in  the  body  politic,  let  a  prompt  and  efficient  remedy 
be  applied,  lest,  by  delay,  the  disease  should  become  in- 
curable.    If  reform  was  necessary,  let  us  go  to  work 
promptly.     If  reirencliment  in  all  or  any  <»f  the  Uepart- 
ments  was  required,  let  the  fact  be  speedily  ascertained, 
and  the  remedy  applied.     If,  on  the  contrary,   it  should 
be  found,  on  inquiry,  that  no  reasonable  g^round  of  com- 
plHint  existed— that  all  the  subordinate  offices  were  in- 
dispensably nectjssary  for  the  despatch  of  tlie  public  bu- 
siness— that  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  were 
not  extravagant— let  the  public  know  it. 

All  his  deliberations  on  the  subject  had  led  to  the  con- 
clusion, that,  as  all  those  offices,  about  some  ^of  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  had  been  eslablisiied  by  legislative 
acts — that,  as  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  were 
fixed  by  law,  and  graduated,  no  doubt,  by  a  due  regard,  as 
well  to  the  public  interest,  as  to  the  nature  and  impor- 
tance of  the  services  to  be  rendered — it  would  be  unchari- 
table in  him  to  charge  the  Government  with  extravagance, 
unless  he  had  better  information,  and  stronger  evidence 
of  the  fact,  tl>an  could  be  derived  from  newspaper  essays. 


He  should  not,  he  thought,  be  paasng  a  very  handsome 
compliment,^  on  the  very  able  and  highly  distinguished 
predecessor  of  the  present  honorable  ChaJmuai  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  should  he  be  induced  to 
make  a  charge  so  illiberal. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,   that  he  did  not  rise  ftw  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  into  the  argument.     He  would  only  of- 
fer a  few  words  of  expUnation,  and  then  wash  hU  hands 
of  the  resolution.     I  am  clearly  convinced  that  my  ori- 
ginal motion  has  been  entirely  mistaken  by  a  number  rf 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.    It  was  not  intended  cither  to 
whitewash  or  to  pull  down  the  Administration  of  my  Go- 
vernment,  nor  to  advance  the  interest  of  any  great  po- 
litical  aspirant,  and  I  can  assure  gentlemen  that  I  had  not 
ray  eyes  so  particularly  fixed  upon  myself,    as  to  intro- 
duce  this  inquiry  with  a  view  of  psviag  nqr  waj  Ibr  a  At- 
ture  return  to  this  House.     I  had  understood  that  al>iises 
did  exist,  and  that  there  was  an  extravagant  esnendkure 
of  the  public  money.     And  lest  this  House  and  i«j  con- 
stituents should'suppose  that  I  have  in  the  Icasl  receded 
from  the  groundl  took,  I  now  decbre  that  my  opinion  s 
still  the  same.  I  still  beUeve  that  the  Pcople'a  money  h^i 
been  expended  for  what  is  wholly  unnecessary.     But  the 
the  expression  of  my  opinion  might  possibly  not  exnres 
that  of  the  House,  and  being  warned  by  many  of  iw 
friends  that  this  resolution  would  be  more  acceptable  i 
its  form  was  somewhat  changed,  I  was  indaced  to  nouifr 
it  in  the  manner  which  the  House  has  witnessed.     I  hope, 
however,  that  this  will  not  be  conaidcresd  as  an  abaados- 
roent  of  the  ground  I  first  occupied.     It  is  not  my  pitsoi 
design  to  engage  in  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  p»- 
position.     As  &r  as  it  might  have  been  unwise  to  iBa» 
duce  such  a  resolution  at  the  present  moment,  it  is  to  ae 
a  subject  of  regret.     But  I  never  can  regret  it,  wbttl 
take  into  view  my  situation,  the  opimorts  of  my  cooi«ir 
ents,  and  thfe  present  situation  of  the  People  of  Kesteck? 
If  I  have  thrown  a  firebrand  into  thisHouse,  I  regret i 
sincere! 


:ly :  for  it  has  with  great  truth  been  said,  thtt  tia= 
is  monev,  and  it  is  possible  that  much  time  might  km 
been  saved  if  this  discussion  had  not  been  intnduced  I 
am  certainly  indebted  to  the  House  for  the  great  attttftw 
they  bestow  upon  my  resolution,  as  well  as  npoo  a?  re- 
marks, whenever  I  have  made  any.  The  pnncipsl  ci^ 
jection  to  the  length  of  the  debate,  is  the  consumptis 
which  it  occasions  of  the  money  of  the  nation.  1  »>* 
however,  the  consolation  of  believing  that  I  havecofs^ 
ed  but  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  alL  For  tbt  i 
am  responsible,  and  for  no  more. 

Mr. BLAKE,  of  Indiana,   said,  that  he  retnmeJ  '- 
thank*  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cn- 
802i]  for  the  kind  feelings  which  he  had  expressed  tov»?J« 
him.     In  relation,  however,  to  the  great  poliiical  coaarf 
which  now  agitates  this  nation,  I,  said  Mr,  B.  aa  te^H 
on  the  honest  conviction  of  my.  own  mind  ;   mMtsTektti 
to  the  contest  in  this  Mouse,  in  so  far  as  I  may  b««««^- 
e^d  in  it,  it  shall  be  conducted  by  me  openly,  teae^w, 
and  generously.     I  confess  it  appears  strange  to  ne  Vjss 
gentlemen  should  take  exception  to  the  amendiaeU  I 
have  proposed      Surely,  if  any  amendment  was  cvcr.fr 
troduced  into  this  House,  which  might  be  said  t»  cc 
brace  the  views  of  all,  this  is  such  a  one.      I>o  any  gcntft- 
men  complain  that  there  is  extravagance  in  the  cx.?«^^ 
ture  of  this  Government  ?  They  will  find  in  th«^  ameodxc"^ 
an  inquiry  respecting  retrenchment.     I>o  tiicy  thmk  i^ 
the  number  of  officers  is  too  great  >     They  will  find  t:* 
in  this  amendment,  that  also  ha^ been  contemplated   > 
they  suspect  there  has  been  any  unproper  coikclnct  oq  ^ 
part  of  the  individual  who  is  ut  the  head  of  the  H^^'^' 
ment,  they  will  find  it  proposes  an  inquiry  into  tiiat  >- 
ject.     Do  they  appreheml  the  existence  of  oomptioB 
the  heads  of  any  of  the  Departments,  wliether  of  Sute, 
of  War,  or  of  the  Treasur}-,  or  of  the  Navy  ?     Tbcv  » 
find  that  all  these  are  embraced  by  it.     What  wci«  ^ 
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wews  of  ihe  iirenlleman  from  Kentucky,  in  first  introduc- 
iDg  the  resolution  ?     Were  they  not  directed  to  an  inqui- 
ry ?    I  certainly  so  understood  hinr».     If  then  abiiaes  are 
to  be  ferretted  out,  if  the  saddle  is  to  be  put  on  the  right 
horse,  does  not  the  amendment  provide  for  it  ? — and 
that,  sir,  is  the  wish  of  the  People.     As  to  the  reference 
of  this  inquiry  to  the  Committee  of  Expenditures,  I  have 
no  doubt,  whatever,  that  the  members  of  that  Committee 
have  sufficient  talent,  xeal,  and  patriotisniy  to  perform 
this  duty  in  a  proper  manner.     But  I  prefer  the  Commit, 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  because  I  think  them,  from  their 
situation,  best  qualified  to  institute  such  an  inquiry. 
Could  any  gentleman  hear  the  remarks  made  yesterday 
by  the  gentleman  who  presides  over  that  Committee,  and 
not  be  satisfied  that,  if  any  person  on  this  floor  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  4he  various  modes  of  disbursing 
the  public  money  under  this  Government,  it  was  himself  ? 
I  consider  it  as  especially  proper  that  the  investigation 
ahouki  be  made  by  that  Committee,  rather  than  by  any 
other.    From  that  gentleman's  aitufttion,  as  well  as  from 
bis  talents,  he  must  be  better  qualified  to  prosecute  it  in 
afuH  and  ample  manner,  than  other  gentlen^n,  who 
do  not  posMss  the  same  advantage.    A  report  from  that 
Committee  will,  I  am  persuaded,  satisfy  this  House,  and, 
what  is  of  more  consequence,  it  will  satisfy  the  sovereign 
People.    I  have  every  confidence  in  the  talents  of  that 
gentleman.    They  are  known  not  only  here— they  are 
well  known  to  the  whole  nation.     And,  from  the  high 
sentiment  of  honor  he  is  known  ever  to  cherish,  from  his 
frankness  and  generosityt  and  his  capacity  for  applica- 
tjon,  I  am  persuaded  a  more  proper  reference  could 
;    not  be  made.     I  now  raort  you.  Sir,  that,  when  the 
question  on  the  amendment  is  taken,  it  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  passed  in  the  afiirmative.  So  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  sakl,  I  do  not  rise  to  prolong  this 
debate,  by  entering  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject. Sufficient  time  has  already  been  wasted  upon 
It.  When  it  v^as  first  introduced  to  the  House  by  the 
gentJennan  from  Kentucky,  I  did  not  anticipate  that  it 
could  hare  occupied  so  much  of  our  time  as  it  has  al- 
ready done. 

My  single  purpose,  at  this  time,  is  to  notice  an  obser- 
%*ation  which  was  made  yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio, [Mr.  Wbiobt]  in^rebition  to  the  Committee  of  Do- 
mestic Manufactures.  This  task  1  should  not  have  under- 
taken, had  the  members  of  that  oororoittoe  been  present 
in  the  House,  either  yesterday  or  to-day  ;  because,  we 
all  know  they  are  perfectly  able  to  defend  themselves. 
It  is  well  known  that  they  now  are,  and  for  a  considera- 
ble period  they  liave  been,  absent  from  the  House,  by 
leave,  dischai^gingthe  arduous  and  important  duties  whicli 
the  House  have  thought  proper  to  .impose  upon  them. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  recollected  this  fact, 
he  surely  ought  not  have  made  the  remark  which  he 
did. 

The  gentleman,  in  reply  to  a  remark  made  upon  this 
fioor,  said,  he  feared  there  was  no  danger  that  we  should 
have  a  tariff  forced  upon  us  during  the  present  session. 
That  we  had  not  yet  heard  any  thing  from  the  Commit- 
tee oriiarHi&cturea,  and  his  constituents  feared  we  should 
not  hear  from  thein  during  the  present  year.  The  gen- 
tleman evidently  intended  to  convey  the  idea  to  this 
House,  and  to  the  nation,  that  the  committee  were  op- 
posed to  the  great  interest  intrusted  to  their  care,  and 
kvished  to  defeat  the  passag^e  of  any  tariff  during  the  pre- 
>ent  session.  1  ask  what  evidence  is  there,  to  justify  the 
-emark  of  that  gentleman  ?  When  the  House  gave  the 
Committee  of  Manu&ctures  the  power  to  send  for  and 
xzamine  witnesses,  one  of  the  members  of  that  commit- 
«e  distinctly  declared,  upon  this  floor^  that  they  would 


*  report  during  the  present  month.  The  gt^ntleman  ought,  - 
'  therefore,  in  common  justice,  to  have  waited  at  least 
until  the  close  of  the  month,  before  he  began  to  com- 
plain. It  will  be  time  enough  to  charge  the  committee 
with  neglect,  when  the  period  shall  have  elapsed, 
within  which  they  avowed  their  intention  to  make  a  re- 
port. 

I  will  inform  the  gentleman,  that  the  members  of  that 
committee  have  faithfully  and  industriously  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  performance  of  their  duty.  Their  labor  has 
been  almost  incessant.  They  have  for  some  time  been 
occupied  not  only  during  the  whole  day,  but  a  great  part 
of  the  night,  in  examining  witnesses.  When  they  shall 
make  a  report  to  this  House,  it  will  he  one  resting  upon 
facts,  not  upon  vague  and  contradictory  o[)inions.  It  will 
convince  all,  that  the  House  acted  wisely  in  granting  that 
committee  power  to  send  for  persons.  For  my  own  part, 
1  am  firmly  convinced,  that  the  facts  which  the  commit- 
tee have  collected,  instead  of  retardinj|^,  will  greatly  ex- 
pedite the  passage  of  a  wise,and  judicious  tariff.  They 
will  serve  to  conciliate  the  enemies  of  the  system,  by 
furnishing  them  with  convincing  testimony,  that  domes- 
tic manuractures  really  do  require  additional  protection. 
I  have  no  doubt  such  a  bill  will  be  reported,  as  shall 
unite  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  myself  in  its  support  ; 
although,  during  the  present  session,  we  have  stood  m  op- 
position to  each  other,  upon  almost  every  other  question. 
Upon  this  occasion,  I  shall  be  glad  to  embark  with  him 
in  the  same  vessel,  and  I  trust  we  shall  have  a  prosperous 
voyage. 

As  the  House  appears  determined  to  pass  some  resolu- 
tion upon  the  subject  now  before  them,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  suggestion  in  relation  to  the  Military 
Acadeihy  at  West  Point.  It  is  chiefly  intended  for  the 
committee  who  ma^  have  charge  of  the  resolution. 

I  cannot  agree  with  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
addressed  the  House,  tliat  the  Military  Academy  should 
be  abolished.  On  the  contrary,  this  Government,  pos- 
sessing the  power  of  making  war,  and  b^ing  under  a  solemn 
obligation  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  owe  it  to 
themselves  and  to  tiie  People  of  this  country,  to  fiirnish 
them  with  the  means  of  military  instruction.  War,  espe- 
cially in  modem  times,  has  become  an  art,  nay  a  science, 
so  extensive  and  so  complex  in  its  nature,  that  its  theory 
can  only  be  acquired  after  years  of  application.  A  Mile- 
tary  Academy  is  the  best  plan  which  has  ever  yet  beeit 
devised  of  communicating  military  instruction.  It  is  true 
tliat  a  few  men,  of  brilliant  genius^  have  appeared  in  the 
world,  who,  without  a  military  education,  by  mere  intui- 
tion, have  exceUed  in  the  aK  of  wair.  These  splendid 
exceptions  ought  not  to  detract  from  the  general  rule  that 
a  military  education  is  necessary  to  make  a  skilful  and 
efficient  officer. 

Gentlemen  liave  complained,  and  I  believe  with  jus- 
tice, that  there  now  are  several  supernumerary  Cadets. 
I  would  sus^gest  the  source  of  this  evil  to  be,  tliat  the  Mi- 
litary Acacfemy  is  too  large  for  the  Army — or,  any  gen- 
tleman will  have  it  so,  the  Army  is  too  small  Ust  the  Mili- 
tary Academy.  A  just  proportion  does  not  exist  be- 
tween them.  The  suppW  of  officers  which  the  Academy 
furnishes  is  too  great  ror  the  demand  of  an  army  not 
amounting  to  6,000  men.  This  state  of  things  gives 
birth  to  another  evil.  No  man  who  now  enlists  as  a  pri- 
vate soldier  in  the  Army,  no  matter  wliat  may  be  bis  ca- 
pacity, or  what  may  be  his  conduct,  can  ever  expect  to  be 
promoted  above  the  rank  of  a  petty  oflicer.  He  can  ne- 
ver indulge  the  hope,  which  the  policy  and  the  practice 
of  the  wisest  nations  have  sanctioned,  that  he  may  one 
day  become  a  general  officer.  Every  avenue  to  promo- 
tion is  closed  sgainst  him  by  the  graduates  at  West  Point, 
who  always  have  the  preference,  and  are  more  tlian  suf- 
ficient to  furnish  the  army  with  oflScers. 

Whether  the  Gorernment,  in  addition  to  furnishing  the 
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Tneftns  of  a  imlitaTy  education,  ought  to  feed,  and  clothe, 
and  pay  the  Cadets,  whilst  they  are  receiving  it,  is  a  ques- 
tion well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  may  be  referred.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain, that,  whatever  other  sins  may  be  fairly  chargeable 
against  the  present  Administration,  they  cannot  be  jtist- 
\y  chargeable  wiih  the  establishment  of  the  Military  Aca- 
demy. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  his  principal  object  in  ris- 
ing was  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr,  BvcHAKAirl  on  this  side  of  the  way»  who 
has  just  Uken  his  seat,  lor  the  information  he-had  given 
him  in  relation  to  the  Tariff  and  the  Committee  of  Man- 
ufacturea.  1  rejoice,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  at  the  assurance 
that  the  Hotise  may  soon  expect  to  hear  from  the  com« 
mittee,  and  to  receive  a  bill ;  and,  as  one  among  the 
means  of  quieting  the  fears  of  my  constituents,  in  rela- 
tion to  that  subject,  I  hope  to  be  able,  this  day,  before  the 
mail  closes,  to  despatch  the  information  West.  The  far* 
men  and  manufacturers  in  my  district,  sir,  and  in  Ohio 
generally,  will  rejoice  at  receiving  such  cheering  news. 
The  gentlemaui,  however,  errs,  in  the  supposition  that  I 
introduced  the  Tariff  into  this  discussion.  It  was  intro- 
duced by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotd]  and, 
in  reply,  I  only  adverted  to  the  fears  that  had  taken  hold 
of  my  constituents.  I  rejoice  that  he  has  afforded  even 
a  small  crumb  of  comfort  for  tirem.  The  gentleman  errs, 
also,  I  believe,  in  tlie  supposition  that  no  one  of  the  com- 
mittee was  here  on  yesterday  to  hear  my  remarks,  and 
to  reply.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  some  of  the 
committee  were  here,  heard  what  was  said,  and  might 
have  replied.  1  shall  be  pleased  to  go  along  with  the 
gentleman  in  the  support  of  a  Tariff,  and  hope  stilt  to  be 
able  to  accomplish  something  to  relieve  the  great  interest 
suffering  for  want  of  protection. 

While  up,  sir,  I  may  as  well  notice  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  in  relation  to  this  and 
other  subjects.  He  has  cautioned  us  net  to  attempt  to 
force  a  Tariff  upon  the  South,  and  assured  us  that  his 
constituents  and  the  People  of  the  South  will  be  forced 
to  resist — ^tliat  tliey  will  not  submit.  Well,  sir,  suppose 
they  do  resist,  and  v^ill  not  submit,  what  then  >  Are  we 
to  disregard  the  importunity  of  Our  constituents  ?  Is  the 
Union  to  be  dissolved  ?  Will  the  gentleman  and  his 
Southern  friends  dissolve  the  partnership,  and  set  up  fbr 
themselves  ?  Or  do  I  do  injustice  to  the  character  of  the 
Southern  People,  in  the  supposition  that  they  wiil  sub- 
mit, like  good  citizens,  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  to 
the  laws  Congress  may  see  proper  to  pass  on  that  as  well 
as  other  subjects  ? 

[Mr.  CARSON  rose  to  explain.  He  certainly  did  not 
intend  that  the  Southern  People  would  resist  a  Tariff  de- 
liberately passed  ;  but  he  complained  of  forting  a  Tariff 
by  the  use  of  the  previous 'question,  before  they  were 
ready  for  it.] 

Mr.  WIUGHT  resumed.  And,  sir,  if  we  are  to  wait 
the  passage  of  the  Tariff  till  the  gentleman  and  his  South- 
ern friends  are  ready  for  it,  then  God  help  my  constituents 
and  the  manufacturers  !  They  are  doomed  to  suffer,  with 
no  prospect  of  relief  The  gentleman  and  his  Southern 
friends  will  never  be  ready  to  receive  the  measure.  The 
I^ill  will  always  be  bitter  4o  them,  and  if  we  are  to  wait 
till  they  are  ready  to  receive  it,  without  the  use  of  any 
force,  our  hopes  are  gone.  Sir,  this  measure,  I  hope, 
will  soon  be  introduced,  according  to  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  that  we  shall  se- 
riously engage  in  forcing  it  through  this  House,  until  we 
shall  obtain  out  object,  and  then  we  shall  see  whether 
the  Southern  People  or  the  gentleman's  constituents  will 
resist  and  dissolve  the  Union,  or  whether  I  do  them  in- 
justice in  supposing  that,  as  heretofore,  they  will  submit, 
as  becomes  good  citizens,  to  the  laws  Congress  shall  de- 
liberately pass.    Sir,  the  genUeman  from  North  Caroliiia  ' 


has  gone  into  a  discussiofi  of  the  constHutionaBty  of  a 
Tariff  having  for  its  object  protection  to  manofactures. 
I  will  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  first  act  of  Co^mob  un- 
der the  present  Constitution,  fixing  a  tariff  of  draes»  pas- 
sed in  1789.  In  the  preamble  to  that  law,  lie  Witt  find, 
as  one  of  the  objects  set  forth  as  requiring  the  passage  of 
the  law,  that  of  protecting  and  encoaragini^  domestic 
manufactures  occupied  a  conspicilona  place.  When  the 
gentleman  reflects  who  composed  the  Congress  that  en- 
acted that  law ;  when  he  shall  recollect  tliat  it  was  cooi- 
posed  of  the  heroes  and  sagei  of  the  ReToHitioa,  and  of 
the  patriots  that  framed  oar  Constitution  of  Government— 
a  structure  which  has  secured  oor  Kbertiea  and  elicited 
the  admiration  of  the  world,  he  will,  I  trust,  agree  that  I 
do  not  disparage  his  merits  in  saying  that  they  under- 
stowl  the  meaning  and  construction  oi  the  ww*  of  th^ 
own  hands  at  least  as  well  as  he  does.  Bat,  ss-,  f  do  not 
rest  on  this  alone.  I  have  another  authority  at  hand— ^he 
opinion  of  one  that,  I  trust,  the  gentleman  wiUafi^f^es- 
tion.  On  the  9th  of  January,  1816,  Thooos  Jefferson 
wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Austin,  of  Boston,  on  this 
subject,  an  extract  from  which  I  will  read,  fbr  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  genUeman  from  North  Carolina,  and  I  beg  his 
particular  attention  to  it.  Mr.  Jeffersoii  says  :  «To  be 
independent  for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  muA  fabriote 
them  ourselves.  We  must  now  place  the  nmnufactarer 
by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist  The  former  question  is 
suppressed,  or  rather  assumeaa  new  form,  Tbe  grsod  ea- 
quiry  now  is,  shall  we  makeour  own  comftirta,  or* — 

[Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  South  CaFolina.  called  the  p«- 
tletnan  to  order.  He  asked  if  it  was  in  older  to  diseoa 
the  Tariff  on  the  present  resolution  ? 

The  8PKARER  replied,  that  the  gentlefnan  framUkifi 
was  not  discussing  the  Tariff,  but  replying  to  the  »f»- 
ments  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro&a, 
and  waj  in  order.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from  5«!* 
Carolina  for  his  supervision  over  me,  and  kind  cooc«ij 
lest  I  should  get  without  the  rules  of  order.  Mr.  Jcfiir- 
son  says— "The  grand  inquiry  now  is,  shall  we  makeig 
own  comforts,  or  go  without  them  at  the  will  of  a  foie?i 
nation  ?  He,  therefore,  who  is  now  against  dsma^ 
manuftctures,  must  be  for  reducing  us  eitlier  to  a  depM- 
dence  on  that  nation,  or  be  clothed  in  akina*  and  to  In 
like  wild  beasts,  in  dens  and  caverns.  I  am  proud  to  sw, 
1  am  not  one  of  these.  Experience  has  now  taiqght  k, 
that  manufactures  are  now  as  necessary  to  oor  'rodeprt- 
dence  as  our  comfort.**  This,  to  me,  sir,  would  Vei 
sufficient  authority,  if  I  doubted  of  the  constitutJ«ai 
power  or  expediency,  which  I  do  not.  1  hope  I  hA^e  i^ 
moved  the  constitutional  scruples  of  the  g^nlleraiB  fnn 
North  Carolina,  and  this  authority  will  tend  to  rem^re  ki 
doubts  of  the  expediency  of  protecting  roandbcfErss. 
The  gentleman  and  his  friends  have  the  altemabre'  "^ 
they  protect  mnnuftictures,  and  make  us  indcpeadc^  » 
foreign  nations,  or  will  they  sink  us  to  dependcact  oa  to- 
reign  nations  for  our  comforts  and  necesaities^  or  diw«  ** 
to  clothe  ourselves  in  skins,  and  to  live  like  wild  befcJs, 
in  dens  and  caverns  ?    Let  them  choose  which. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  taken  occsw* 
also  to  animadvert  upon  a  certain  secret  committee,  w** 
which  he  supposei  I  was  some  way  connected.  He  «aii 
in  relation  to  another  subject  he  discussed*  that  cettaca 
observations  be  had  heard  showed  a  profcnind  igfM»»E^ 
of  the  subject.  He  will  take  no  offence,  I  hope,  a  I 
adopt  his  own  language,  and  Say,  that  hia  rennarks  ss  :: 
tlieir  matter  showed  a  profound  ignorance  of  the  subje:^ 
he  discussed. 

[The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  W.  to  'order,  and  rewsfk- 
ed,  tbat  it  was  not  in  order  to  use  perscmUities  in  det^^ 

Mr.  WUIGHT  replied,  that  he  was  aware  oi  that ;  b^ 
he  said,  1  think,  sir,  it  is  in  order  to  reply  to  peiaoaait^ 
gentremeo  have  been  allowed  to  use  towanU  me* 
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The  SPEAKER  said,  ^erteinly  ;  but  the  Chair  did  not 
underiUfid  the  g^ntleimn  from  North  Carolinm  to  make 
personal  allusion  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  aai<l,  he  understood  the  gentleman  ao  ; 
and  I  Appeal  to  the  gentleman  to  avow  or  diaavow  hia  in- 
tention to  give  hia  remarks  a  personal  application  to  me. 
Mr.  CARSON  replied,  Uiat  he  had  stated  that  it  was 
probable  that  he  might  with  propriety  refer  that  gentle- 
man to  a  committee  organized  here  last  Winter*  denomi- 
nated the  Secret  Committee,  for  an  answer  to  his  inter- 
rogatory ;  but  be  spoke  of  that  committee  from  newspa- 
per authority.  The  newspapers  did  refer  to  thai  gentle- 
man, as  connected  with  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  obsenred,  that  he  had  not  understood 
Mr.  C.  as  making  a  personal  application  of  his  remarks, 
or  he  should  have  called  him  to  order.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  Sir,  I  say,  the  gentleman,  in 
his  assertions,  to  use  hia  own  language,  showed  himself 
profoundly  ignorant  of  the  subject.  Sir,  I  neirer  attend- 
ed or  belonged  to  any  such  secret  committee  «  no  list  of 
any  such  committee  waa  ever  made  out  by  me,  and  none 
such  was  ever  published,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  would  ad- 
vbe  the  gentleman  to  use  greater  caution  in  advancing 
charges  here. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  haa  presented,  in 
foimidable  array,  tbe  payments  to  John  A.  King,  as 
Charge  d' Affaires  at  London— to  J.  H.  Pleasants,  a  Mea- 
senger  employed  in  foreign  service,  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Panama  Mission,  and  askff  me  and  the  House,  b 
'      not  here  evidence  of  corruption  and  profligate  expendi- 
>     ture  in  the  Administration  ?    Now,  sir,  what  was  paid  to 
:     King,  what  to  Pleasants,  what  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pa- 
nama  Mission  }    Was  the  payment  made  to  either  out  of 
I     the  usual  and  ordinary  course  of  such  things  in  the  De« 
partments?    I  do  not  know.     Tbo  gentleman  has  not 
I     told  us.    When  the  gentleman  underfakea  to  specify  his 
charges,  he  is  bound  to  make  them  explicit ;  but  I  am  in 
I     favor  of  inquiry,  although  I  do  not  believe  the  abuse  ex- 
ists in  these  expenditures.     But,  sir,  I  was  really  surpris- 
ed,  when  the  gentleman  was  arranging  and  dispbiying  his 
formidable  array  of  profligacy,  he  should  have  been  al- 
together silent  on  two  subiects,  with  at  least  one  of  which 
I    the  gentleman  is  supposed  to  have  been  familiar.  I  mean, 
air,  the  expenditure  of  fifty  dollars  (not  out  of  the  Peo- 
,    pie's  money  \  no,  sir,  but  from  private  funds)  for  an  old, 
billiard  table  ?*   and  the  expenditure  about   which  so 
I    much  has  been  said,  in  procuring  the   **  gorgeous,  splen- 
did, and  princely  furniture  of  the  East  Room  of  the  Pre- 
sident's House."    I  was  indeed  surprised  at  these  impor- 
tant omissions,  and  suppose  \\\ty  were  accidental.     The 
g'entleman  had  spoken  of  the  friends  of  tl>e  Administra- 
tion who  were  opposed  to  the  inquiry.     Who  are  they  ? 
I  am  not  one.     1  have  supported  the  inquiry  in  its  utmost 
latitude,  and  challenged  the  fullest  investigation.     Have 
any  of  the  friends  ol  the  Administration  opposed  the  in- 
quiry ?     The  gentleman  has  not  himself  supported  the 
inquiry.     He  voted  to  lay  it  on  the  table — to  stifle  it  in 
]ta   bud.     Among  others  who  opposed  the  inquiry,  and 
vntt:d  to  put  it  on  the  table,  we  find  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Virginis,  [Mr.  Rakoolph  and  Mr.  Flotd]  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  McDrr* 
rijc,]   and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  on  this  side 
of  the    way,  [Mr.   BucnASAir.]     These  gentlemen  will 

*  [The  following  certificate  of  Mr.  Noirasa  is  added,  at 
tbe  request  of  Mr.  W.] 

TrcoMury  Department,  XegUter**  <{^k«9  <'«*>«  S,  1827. 
I  herrby  eertirjr,  that,  in  the  mrtilemmt  or  the  ftirniture  acco«nt  of 
the  prvkWU  PivMfleut  of  ihc  UuiU-d  Suire«,  them  it  uut  an j  charge 
rn  -  de  by  hina,  nor  payment  made  hj  the  United  Siaiim,  fur  a  billiard 
able,  ca«s,  balls,  or  anjr  appartmanco  io  ivlatiou  thereto :  neither 
las  tliere  beeu  anf  ehars«»  or  payment  made,  Iwr  backgammon 
l>oard«y  dice,  or  aujr  appurtenance  in  relation  thereto;  norfbranx 
hc*m  t>uttrd<,  chcM-iueu,  or  any  appurtenance  in  relation  theieto. 

JOS&PU  KOURSE,  argiMer. 


not  feef  flattered  with  being  called  friends  of  tbe  Admi 
niatration. 

While  I  am  up,  I  will*  take  some  little  notice  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Yii^nia,  [Mr. 
RAHSoLra}  who  yesterday  was  in  the  way,  but  is  now,  I 
am  sorry  to  observe,  out  of  the  way.  That  Mitleman 
took  occasion  to  say  to  the  House,  yesterday,  that  he  had 
done  with  me  forever.  Why  this  was  declared,  t  neither 
know  nor  care.  When  1  dtiscovered  he  had  fallen  into 
error  as  to  a  remark  of  mine,  I  rose  and  proffered  to  put 
him  right  as  to  the  matter  misunderstood,  if  he  would 
yield  me  the  floor.  This  was  abruptly  refused.  I  then 
promised  to  notice  him  on  some  future  occasion,  and  thia 
ia  that  occasion.  On  at  least  two  occasions  this  session,  I 
have  yielded  the  floor  to  that  gentleman,  at  bis  own  re« 
quest,  to  permit  him  to  expUin,  and  once  when  the  mat- 
ter explained  had  no  connexion  with  my  remarks  on  the 
subject  I  was  diseuasmg.  I  complain  not  of  the  gentle- 
nnan's  refusal  to  return  thia  common  courteay,  to  admit 
an  explaoatfon  of  an  error  connected  with  myself.  It  is 
not  my  habit  to  complain.  Whenever  it  ahatt  suit  tbe 
high-minded  and  cliivafaric  Representative  from  the  An-* 
cient  Dominion  to  show  himself  less  dvil  and  coorCeotur 
than  the  newest  member  of  any  Legialative  body— let 
him  do  so.  The  gentleman  may  be  assured  of  one  thing, 
however--if  he  liaa  done  with  me,  I  have  not  done  with 
him.  I  assure  him  I  am  not  to  be  got  rid  of  so  easily  ; 
and  whenever,  while  I  have  a  aeat  on  this  floor,  in  my 
opinion,  it  will  subserve  the  interests  of  my  constituents 
or  the  country,  1  shall  take  him  and  his  ammenti,  and 
handle  both  or  either,  as  I  shall  think  fit  and  proper, 
keeping  within  tlie  rules  of  the  House,  and  he  may  get 
rid  of  n>e,  as  he  can.  The  gentleman  asked,  witla  great 
emphasis,  who  liaa  made  this  House  an  arena  for  political 
gladiators?  Who  has  f  I  have  never  introduced  a  pro* 
position  into  the  House  calculated  or  intended  to  elicit 
political  warmth  or  discussion.  I  have  not  done  the  deed. 
The  gentleman  himself  can  better  answer  the  inquiry 
than  I  can.  Who  has,  time  and  again,  here  and  else- 
where, entered  into  discussions  tending  to  no  other  re* 
suit,  than  political  excitement  and  animosities  ?  When 
gentlemen  having,  as  they  now  have,  a  majority,  will  in- 
troduce propositions  of  a  political  character,  wc  have  no 
choice,  but  must  submit  or  discuss  the  best  way  we  can. 
The  gentleman  seemed  inclined  to  shift  ofT  responsibility 
from  the  majority,  and  throw  it  upon  us ;  but  that  is  not 
a  work  of  easy  accomplishment.  He  must  take  the  re- 
sponsibility h^ lias  obtained.     He  may  give  us  as  many 

deteantalicns,"'^!  use  a  word  1  heard  from  his  own  lips 
some  years  agO  in  this  Hall,  and  which  then  troubled  him 
much-^as  many  descantutiona,  on  thia  subject,  us  he 
pleases,  he  cannot  throw  the  responsibility  oI  their  mea- 
sures on  me,  or  (hose  with  whom  I  act.  The  gentleman, 
with  much  aaperity,  adverted  to  the  votes  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  while  m  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  reference  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  Is 
tliat,  sir,  one  of  the  sins  of  the  present  Administration  ? 
One  of  the  abuses  this  resolution  is  intended  to  remedy  ? 
If  die  gentleman  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  into 
the  matter  he  alludes  to,  he  will  find  I  think,  that  the 
scruples  and  doubts  of  the  present  President  jon  that  sub- 
ject, were  af  a  constitutional  nature,  and  connected  with 
the  exercise  of  the  power  to  extend,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, over  Territories  not  <vilhin  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  when  the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  he 
will  find  also,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  all  the  scruples  and 
doubts  he  entertained,  were  also  entertained  by  hir,  Jef- 
ferson, through  whose  instrumentality  the  Territory  was 
acquired.  If  these  opinions  furnish  no  evidence  of  hos- 
tility in  Mr.  Jefferson  to  tbe  acquisition  of  Loaisiasa,  how 
can  they  furnish  evidence  of  sucti  feeling  m  Mr.  Adams  I 
Much  more — hew  do  they  afford  evidence  of  tlie  profli- 
gacy and  exU:a\'8gance  oi  this  Administnitioii  ? 
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In  deacanting  upon  the  aituation  of  things  here,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  has  adverted  to  what  he  is  pleas- 
ed to  term,  the  workings  of  an  organised  phalanx  on  our 
ude  of  the  House,  and  lamented  the  want  of  concert  on 
his,  and  deprecated  the  introduction  of  propositions  witli- 
out  consultation  and^greement.  He  took  occasion  to 
admonish  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  CHrLTox] 
that  young  physicians  should  stand  by  and  not  attempt  to 
administer  medicine.  Adverting  to  the  success  attending 
the  efforts  of  the  party  with  whom  he  acted  formerly,  he 
attributed  their  success  to  concert,  consultations,  and  ar- 
rangements out  of  doors.  Their  young  doctors  did  not 
introduce  propositions  the  party  did  not  approve  of.  Sir, 
what  follows  from  all  this  >  Will  any  gentleman  rise  in 
his  place,  on  this  floor,  and  say  that  the  Legislation  of 
Congress,  in  order  to  make  it  subservient*  to  party  pur- 
poses, shall  be  subjected  to  the  contBol  of  a  secret  irre- 
sponsible caucus  out  of  doors  ?  A  caucus  that  shall  not 
only  determine  what  propositions  shall  be  introduced,  but 
the  time  of  their  introduction,  and  the  persons  who  shall 
be  permitted  to  bring  them  forward,  or  advocate  ^^hem  } 
Are  we  to  come  to  that  f  I  trust  in  God,  sir,  that  time 
never  will  arrive,  and  that  no  one  will  ever  be  found  here 
hardy  enough  to  avow  such  a  purpose.  But,  sir,  if  the 
time  ever  shall  arrive,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  shall  avow  such  a  plan,  and  at- 
tempt to  bring  it  into  practice  here,  that  he  will  meet  the 
indignant  frown  of  the  House  and  the  nation,  and  be  put 
down  forever. 

I  have  attracted  the  notice  of  the  gentleman  irom  Penn- 
sylvania, who,  a  short  time  since,  occupied  a  position  near 
tlie  door,  but  is  now  I  know  not  where,  [Mr.  Kbxmxh] 
and  I  may  be  expected  to  pay  him  a  passing  notice.  That 
gentleman  has  altogether  misUken  the  sioe  I  advocated, 
in  ranking  me  among  the  opposers  of  the  measure,  which 
I  should  not  have  supposed  he  could  do,  unless  he  were 
aiaeep  when  I  spoke.  Sir,  whenever  that  gentleman 
rises  on  this  floor  to  ••  cry  aloud  and  spare  not,"  although 
his  remarks  have  not  the  charm  of  novelty  to  recommend 
them,  being  niade  up  of  «  set  of  words  and  phrases, 
which,  with  a  little  alteration,  are  made  to  suit  all  occa- 
sions,  yet  there  is  somethinar  in  the  matter  and  manner 
so  infinitely  farcical  and  amusing,  both  to  myself  and  the 
House,  that  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart,  by  any  reply  of 
mine,  to  interpose  the  slightest  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
exhibitions,  affording  so  much  entertainment  to  all  around 
me. 

Mr.  KREMER,  of  Pa.,  said,  in  reply,  I  ought  to  thank 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  being  so  greatly  amused  by 
me.  I  wish  I  could  return  the  compliment  by  saying, 
that  I  was  either  amused  or  instructed  by  him.-  But  it 
was  tlie  reverse :  for  he  never  speaks,  but  he  reminds  me 
of  an  old  hen,  who  is  eternally  cackling,  cackling,  and 
never  lays  an  egg,    I  have  now  done  with  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  CARSON  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wiiioht.  I  can- 
not regret  any  thing  that  has  fallen  from  that  gentleman  ; 
he  can  say  nollting  which  can  affect  me.  I  am  perfectly 
secure  from  his  malignant  shafts— 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  interposed  and  reminded  Mr.  C. 
that  such  remarks  were  out  of  order.] 

1  submit  to  the  Chair— I  was  only  replying  to  the  re- 
marks of  tlie  gentleman  which  had  a  personal  bearing  up- 
on me.  Sir,  I  do  not  regret  being  profoundly  ignorant 
of  all  that  gentleman's  secrets^  and  of  all  his  secret  move- 
ments, and  this  for  causes  which  it  would  be  out  of  order 
to  mention,  and  whicli  1  therefore  leave  to  be  inferred* 
The  gentleman  regrets  that  I  had  not  enumerated  among 
the  iiems  of  profuse  expenditure,  the  disbursement  of 
$  50  for  an  old  billiard  table.  lie  says  that  that  item  was 
not  paid  out  of  the  public  money.  I  must  be  permitted 
to  correct  him.  It  was  paid  for  out  of  the  public  money — 
out  of  an  appropriation  made  by  this  House,  and  to  deny 
it  is  to  utter  a  libel  on  the  President's  Private  Secretary, 


and  on  the  committee  who  reported  the  account  of  those 
disbursements  to  this  House.  Sir,  1  have  once  noticed 
this  item,  and,  as  appears,  with  more  effect  too  than  tliat 
gentleman  is  g^tified  to  learn.  When  the  account  of 
those  $  14,000  was  rendered,  it  struck  me  as  of  a  roost 
extraordinary  character,  particularly  those  items  about 
die  billiard  table,  cues,  chess  men,  &c  If  it  be  true 
that  these  sums  were  not  taken  out  of  the  public  money, 
whose  fault  is  it  that  such  an  impresaon  was  made  here  > 
I  procee<Ied  on  the  evidence  of  the  documents  before 
me,  and  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  tlie  official  reporf  of  a 
committee  of  this  House,  containing  the  official  state- 
ment of  the  Private  Secretary  of  tlic  President.  Sir, 
what  are  these  itents  >  Permit  me  to  read  thero,  for  the 
purpose  of  refreshing  the  honorable  genUeraan's  me* 
mory. 

Mr.  Cabsov  then  read  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Vaw 
RBHsssx^xa,  No.  132.  made  the  first  Seaaioaorthe  Kine- 
teenth  Cbngress: 

"Letter  H  contains  the  official  report  of  Mr.  John 
Adams,  jun..  Private  Secretary  of  the  PreridcBt,'*  in 
which  are  the  following  items : 

««  To  LazareKerrand,  for  a  billiard  taUe      -    >50  00 

"  To  Littlejohn,  for  cues      .        -        -         -  5  00 

"  To  Pishey  Thompson,  for  chest-men  -       ^  ^ 

kc.  «ic." 

And  I  particularly  call  the  attention  of  tbe  gentlcntii 
from  Ohio  to  these  items,  in  order  that,  when  he  goa 
home,  he  may  be  enabled  to  state  the  truth  to  his  coa«v 
tuents. 

Sir,  no  young  ^ntleman  deserves  more  credit  lor  tbe 
accumcy  with  which  his  accounts  are  kept,  than  tbe  Pn- 
vate  Secretary  of  the  President  He  first  chai^ges  hiB> 
self  with  the  amount  of  the  appit>priation,  #  14,000,  asi 
then  he  proceeds  in  the  most  exact  and  regular  maaicf 
to  detail  the  items  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  accoost 
Even  the  dates  of  the  receipts  are  stated  i  and  he  evt- 
eludes  by  striking  a  balance,  in  making  up  which,  these 
items  of  billiard  table,  chess  men,  &c.  are  included. 

Now,  what  is  the  part  taken  by  the  AdmioistTatioB  ii 
defence  of  these  items  }  I  thought  it  was  eztraordiBiiT, 
after  having  juat  received  $14,000,  they  aliould  ask  tie 
House  for  $  25,000  more  i  and  when  thai  applkstin 
came  before  the  House,  I  stated,  as  a  reason  for  oppmits 
it,  the  improper  manner  in  which  the  appropriatifio  ti- 
ready  granted  had  been  expended,  and  remarked  ■(« 
those  items  as  set  fortli  in  tlie  account  This  gare  rise 
to  a  good  deal  of  conversation  about  the  billiard  ia:»k- 

The  President  has  said,  as  I  am  informed,  by  a  le!*=r 
written  by  the  gentleman  from   New  York  [Mr.  Vu 
RiH sssLAJca]  tliat  this  item  in  the  account  was  a  nistakc. 
and  subsequently,  when  the  settlement  of  the  $  ]4»tA.v 
came  to  be  made  at  the  Treasury  Department,  thty  cw»- 
ed  those  items  to  be  stricken  out,  and  got  a  Mr.  Smp^ 
to  certify  that  no  such  items  were  contained  is  the  «£- 
count.    Thus  meanly  skulking  from  the  reapon^^^  ^ 
what  gentlemen  now  affect  to  consider  a  very  in»g«£ciss 
matter ;  and  by  their  own  course  they  liave   really  g^^^ 
tha  subject  more  importance  than  it  originally  d/tstrcA. 
But,  sir,  their  accounts  and  certificates  will  arail  tibea 
nothing.    The  account  is  here  as  officially  rendered  bf 
the  President's  son.     It  is  in  the  archives  of  the  niiy^ 
from  which  the  gentlenuin  from  Ohio  would,  I  dosbi  not* 
gladly  liave  it  expunged. 

Sir,  as  to  the  furniture  of  the  East  Room  of  the  Prc» 
dent's  house,  it  has  been  suggested  that  I  was  the  smbtf 
of  a  certain  letter  on  that  subject,  to  the  editors  of  ^hl 
Richmond  Enquirer.  Sir,  this  is  not  true  ;  and  »  ^ 
from  it,that  Mr.  Ritchie,  senior  editor  of  that  paper,«i>*Ji 
tarily  stated  to  the  contrary.  1  am  not  in  the  haixt  4 
writing  to  that  gentleman.  I  do  not  personally  kn^ 
him  ;  nor  did  I  ever  write  to  him  in  my  life.  I  tsk«  M 
paper,  and  derive  from  it  both  sati&faction  azkd  ioi^*^ 
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tion,  and  I  here  bear  wilting  testimony  to  the  ability  with 
which  it  is  conducted. 

As  a  young  man  just  starting  in  political  life,  I  am  na- 
turally anxious  not  to  do,  or  to  be  thought  to  have  done, 
any  thing  that  may  justly  forfeit  the  good  opinion  of  any 
frentleman  in  this  House.  But  I  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  1  do  not  wish  the  good  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
froni  Ohio,  if,  indeed,  he  is  physically  capable  of  enter- 
taining a  good  opinion  of  any  of  bis  species. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  sorry  to  be  oblig- 
ed to  rise  again  in  this  discussion,  nor  should  he  have 
done  so,  had  he  not  been  so  particularly  called  upon  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  WmisBT]  to  specify  instan- 
ces of  the  misapplication  of  the  public  money.     I  am 
sorry,  sir,  that  all  I  have  to  say  Will  not  be  new:  for  I  be- 
lieve that  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  are  pretty  well 
acauainted  with  most  of  the  items  on  this  matter.     It  is 
said  that  some  of  these  errors  in  disbursemeot  are  charge- 
able on  this  House,  since  we  have  ourselves  voted  for  the 
salaries  of  the  officers.     £ir,  it  matters  Utile  whether  the 
extravagances  in  this  Government  are  under  a  law,  or  un- 
der the  discretionary  expenditure  of  a  contingent  fimd,  it 
is  equally  proper  and  necessary  that  an  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  them  ;  and  1  am  persuaded  that,  if  every  mem- 
ber should  be  enquired  of,    "  Do  you  know  that  there 
are  any  wasteful  expenditures  ?"  he  would  repty,  "I  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  there  are.''    This  opinion 
has  been  given  by  members  of  this  House  and  of  the 
'      other  branch  of  the  [legislature,  and  has  been  circulated 
'     all  over  the  United  States.    A  certain  Mr.  King  who  edits 
a  paper  in  New  York,  (a  gentleman  near  me  says  it  is  bis 
brother  who  is  the  editor — it  is  not  very  material)  a  pa- 
!     per  in  New  York  which  supports  the  Administration^  was 
sent  out  as  Secretary  of  Legation,  when  his  father  was 
appointed  Minister.     As  to  the  father,  I  know  very  Well 
'     the  President  is  not  accountable  for  the  death  of  the 
Ministers  he  sends  abroad,  or  for  their  sickness-^ut  this 
old  gentleman  was  sickly  when  he  want  out,.and  to  oblige 
I     him,  this  son  of  his  was  sent  as  his  Secretary  of  Lega- 
[     tion.     But  the  old  gentleman  did  enjoy  a  tittle  spell  (Hf  I 
\     may  use  that  expreMton)  of  good  health,  such  at  least  as 
!    one  might  have  supposed  would  allow  him  to  do  some  bu- 
I    siness  ;  and  if  the  Administration  had  thought  it  a  matter 
of  any  great  consideration,  one  would  think  they  might  at 
least  have  furnished  him  with  instructions.     He  must  not 
therefore,  be  charged  with  all  the  blame  of  what  follow- 
ed.    When  he  returned  home,  he  lefl  his  son  as  Charg6 
de  Affaires  at  that  court,  and  he  was  allowed  a  salary,  or 
an  outfit  and  part  of  his  aalaiy,  while  he  remained  in  Eng- 
land, ill  violation,  as  1  think,  of  an  express  law  of  Con- 
gress,  which  requires  that,  in  such  circumstances,  the' 
Secretary  of  Legation  must  be  commissioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent as  Charge,  and  his  appointment  approved  and  rati, 
fied  by   the  Senate.     Instead  of  observing  this  law,  Mr. 
King  htmaelf  appointed  the  Charge,  and  on  that  appoint- 
ment he  received  the  money  for  outfit,  &c.     I  do  not  re- 
collect that  any  appropriation  was  asked  of  this  House  to 
pay  the  item.     I  could  say  more— a  Mr.  John  H.  Pleas- 
ants, a  gentleman  who  edits  a  paper,  in  much  esteem,  as 
I  suppose,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  with  all 
those  who  are  most  ardent  in  support  of  the  administra- 
tion, is  said  to  have  got  $  1,900  out  of  this  fund. 

[Mr.  WRIGHT  expkiiicd.  He  had  never  said  or 
thoug-ht  such  a  thing.  I  only  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Nortli  CaroUna  to  sute  the  specifications  ot  his  charge 
agiaiiist  the  Administration,  and  he  mentioned  this  sub- 
ject.    I  never  said  any  thing  about  it.] 

Mr.  FLOYD  resumed.  Certain  it  is  that  he  did  receive 
^1,950  for  carrying  out  a  message  to  Buenos  Ayres,  ai)d 
that  he  never  arrived  there.  A  member  from  New  York 
informs  me  that  he  went  to  £iigland,and  that  he  saw  biro 
there. 
B\r,  unless  all  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  this 


House  are  erroneous,  the  paper  I  hold  in  my  hand  may 
be  considered  as  of  official  authority.  It  is  the  Report  of 
a  Committee  of  the  House  ;  but  the  report  of  one  Com* 
mittee  has  been  denied  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
when  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Cabsoit.]  I  don't  know  how  he  arrived  at  bis 
knowledge.  It  is  possible  the  fact  I  am  about  to  sUte 
may  be  liable  to  the  same  objection.  In  the  Documents^ 
vol.  9,  Na  120,  of  the  vears  1821-22,  there  is  one  from  the 
Department  of  State,  dated  on  the  30th  April,  1822,  and 
signed  John  Quincy  Adams^which  ^document  contains 
this,  to  me,  most  extraordinary  statement  *'To  Russia, 
John  Quincy  Adams,  from  5th  August,  1809,  to  27th  Feb- 
uary,  1815,  outfit,  $9000  ;  salary,  »50,100  ;  contingencies, 
{J5,153  54— total|64»657  54."  Afterwards,  «*ToGhent» 
John  Q.  Adams,  from  29th  April,  1813,  to  27th  Februa- 
ry, 1815,  outfit,  19,000  {  saUry,  $20,299  31 ;  contingen- 
cies,  #6,345  60— total,  $35,345  60."  «« To  Great  Britain, 
John  Q.  Adams,  from  28th  Febuanr,  1815,  to  10th  June, 
1817,  outfit,  $9,000;  return,  $2,250;  saUiy,  $20,546  ; 
contingencies,  $3,  005  62— total,  $24^  801,  63."  Mak- 
ing  a  grand  total  of  $104,804  76 

I  bopa  the  gentleman  will  not  deny  this  statement.  I 
do  not  complain  that  every  man  should  make  his  own  Uv- 
ing  as  he  can ;  but  I  do  not  consider  it  disgraceful  to  ob- 
serve somethiDjg^  tike  economy.  I  do  not  know  how  ts 
account  for  this  statement — perhaps  the  gentleman  can 
explain  it  for  me. . 

In  the  session  of  1826—7,  a  gentleman  firom  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Whippu]  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  printing  of  the  land  laws  of  the  United  States.  My 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IirsHiLM]  thereupon  mov. 
ed,  tliat  the  Clerk  of  this  Uovse  sliould  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive proposals  for  the  work.  His  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed. '  But,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  (when  I  am  told 
the  House  was  very  thin— I  was  not  then  present,  )atKi 
by  almost  the  last  motion  that  was  made,  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  obtained  the  rescinding  of  this  order  to  re- 
ceive proposals,  in  consequence  of  which  the  printing  of 
the  land  laws  was  executed  in  the  same  manner,  and  on 
the  same  terms  with  the  other  printing  of  this  House;  aud 
by  which  motion,  this  House  paid  for  the  job  some  thou- 
sands of  dollars  more  than  it  would  otherwise  have  cost 
us.  For  what  purpose,  I  will  not  say^-possibly  the  type 
and  paper  were  better. 

I  will  now  dismiss  the  subject.  I  am  wilting  this  inves- 
tigation sliall  go  on.  1  must  observe,,  however,  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  vMr.  Blakkj 
is  not  such  as  1  think  likely  to  be  followed  by  any  bene- 
ficial results.  The  resolution,  as  modified  by  the  mover, 
is  such  as  will  throw  some  liglit  upon  the  subject,  and  I 
do  hope  it  will  be  adf^pted,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  said,  he  considered  himself  called 
upon  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
explain  to  the  House  the  course  which  had  been  taken 
by^the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  procure  a  revised 
and  improved  edition  of  the  Land  Laws,  the  want  of 
which  had  been  seriously  felt  by  that  committee. 
The  former  Chairman  of  ttiat  Committee  (Mr.  Scott} 
had  on  the  5th  of  January,  18i6,  moved  a  reso- 
lution, instructing  the  Committee  to  **  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  a  new  compilation  of  the  reso- 
lutions, treaticF,  compacts,  and  laws,  in  relation  to  the 
pubtic  lands  of  the  United  SUtes."  At  an  after  date, 
( March  1st,  1826,)  Mr  W.  said,  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member, 
to  report  a  resolution,  providing  for  the  compilation  in 
question.  The  Clerk  of  this  House  was  chai*ged  with  the 
duty  ot  making  the  compilation,  and  the  expense  was  or. 
dered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House' 
But  the  work  was  directed  by  the  resolution  to  be  laid  be* 
fore  the  House  at  iu  next  session,  for  inspection  and  ex' 
amination  befo.*'e  its  being  printed  {  nor  would  the  print' 
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in^  be  eKeciited  wit1io«t  a  further  ofder  of  the  House. 
At  the  next  meeting'  of  Congreas  (on  the  36fb  of  Jamnry^ 
1837.)  Mr.  W.  i&  the  Tolame  in  question,  which  had  I 
been  prrvioaaly  prraented  by   tiie  Clerk*  waa,  on  his  , 
iBotion,  refefrcd  to  the  Cofimiittee  on  Public  lands.    On  ■ 
refMirt  of  the  Committee    (19th  Febuary»  1827,)  this  I 
House  was  called  to  act,  when  a  gentleman  fipom  Penn- 
•3r]Tan]a  [Mr.  Ibsbax]  mored  an  amendment. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  had,  upon  the 
most  mature  considefation,  come  to  the  conclusion,  that, 
to  perfect  the  work,  and  make  it  as  useful  aa  practicable, 
it  should  be  printed  ander  the  immediate  inspection  of  the 
cAcer  of  tliis  House,  who  bad  compiled  it,  and  so  prorid- 
ed  ;  and  ordered  ttie  expenses  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
contii^nt  fund  of  the  House,  rel>-ing  wholly  upon  the 
integrity  of  that  officer  so  to4irect  the  business  aa  to  best 
cfieet  tdie  end  dengned,  and  at  the  aame  time  pay  a  due 
regard  to  economy  In  effecting  it.  The  eonmnttee  saw 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  int^irity,  seal,  or  Ability,  of  that 
olikier,  nor  have  they  ance  had  reason  so  to  do,  nor  did 
they  apprehend,  that  they  were  oompromitdng  tiie  pub- 
lie  interest  by  the  course  which  was  recomfnended. 

The  motion  to  procure  the  printing  to  be  executed  by 
contract,  however,  prerailed,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
i;entlemaa  from  Pennsylvania  was  adopted.  The  com- 
m'tttee,  aware,  at  that  time,  of  the  mfllculttes  which 
would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  the 
work  by  this  mode,  opposed  it — they  were  over-ruled  by 
the  Houae,  and  submitted  to  its  cfecision.  But^  sir,  on 
further  and  more  full  inquiry,  the  committee  were  so  ful- 
ly convinced  that  the  work  would  necessarily  be  impei^ 
feet  if  executed  in  the  mode  ordered  by  the  House,  that 
a  gentleman,  not  of  the  committee,  waa  solicited  to  use 
his  influence  with  the  House,  to  procure  a  revision  of  so 
much  of  the  resolution  as  directed  the  printing  to  be 
done  by  coAtract ;  founded  on  the  proposal  of  the  lowest 
bidder.  On  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio^  [Mr. 
Wnioar]  the  House  rescinded  the  objectionable  addition 
which  had  been  made  on  mbtioa  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  And  thus,  sir,  the  work  is  now  to  be 
done  under  tlie  immediale  direction  of  a  responsible  of- 
ficer of  this  House.  In  thii^  the  gentleman  from  Vh^- 
nia  sees  corruption,  but  why,  or  wherefore,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  wholly  unable  to  perceive. 

But,  the  gentleman  says  three  or  four  thousand  dollars 
have  been  lost  to  the  nation  by  this  revision  of  a  part  of 
the  resolution  referred  to.  Sir,  how  i&  this  possibly 
known  to  the  gentleman —  the  book  is  not  yet  printed  ! 
The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  have,  during  the 

E resent  sesnon,  experienced  Clie  want  of  it,  and  would 
e  extreme^  pleased  to  witness  its  completion ;  it  is, 
however,  but  justice  to  say,  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
has  made  every  exertion  to  complete  it,  and  is  still  pur- 
suing the  object  with  all  practicable  assiduity.  The  work 
has  been  found  to  be  one  of  gmt  labor.  The  treaties, 
laws,  compacts,  Spanish  regulations,  and  a  mass  of  other 
matter,  which  will  form  a  heavy  index  to  the  volume,  do 
not  lie  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  cannot  be  taken  by 
intuition,  as  the  gentleman  does  the  scent  of  corruption  in 
every  gale. 

Now,  Sir,  having  explained  ttiis  veiy  mysterious  matterr 
as  is  hoped,to  the.  gentleman's  satisfaction,  permit  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  said  Mr.  W  to  Ukea  paasing  notice  of  the  ques- 
tion in  debate— -the  resolutions,  and  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Bkakk.]  The  ori- 
ginal mover,  as  well  as  all  wh9  have  attempted  to  improve 
the  resolutions  by  amendments,  have  seemed  anxifws  to 
effect  retrenchments  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If,  sir,  this  be  the  purpose  aimed  at,  there  need 
be  little  difficulty  in  eflTecting  tlie  object  Are  not  the 
party,  sir,  now  in  possession  of  the  power  of  this  Hoose, 
tully  prepared  at  every  point  for  tlie  onset  ?  You  liave, 
sir,  your  Committee  on  Public  ExpendUnres    your  Com- 


mittee on  so  mMMdi  off  the  Public  Accounts  ssreble  to  the 
Expenditures  of  the  Department  of  State,  of  the  Treasuiy, 
of  War,  rf  the  fSxrj^  of  the  Post  office,  and  on  to  rouch 
of  the  Public  Accowits  and  Expenditures  as  rekte  tothc 
Public  Ruildmgs.     These  Committees  have  all  been  or- 
ganised by  the  presidiirg  officer  for  this  Hiwae,  wlw  ha» 
been  elevated  to  his  present  aiaf  ion  by  a  BBsjoriiy,  and  the 
respective  coonnitteca,  each,  has  a  majority,  or  at  l<a<  i 
supposed  majority,  selected  from  the  same  skle  of  t:^ 
House.     Now,  sir,  is  not  the  House  fully  oci;an'izcd  ac- 
cording to  the  moat  approved  plan  for  purifying  tiie  a?, 
ruptions  of  tins  proscribed  Adminirtralion  f     And  «iU  get 
tiemen  shrink  from  the  use  of  the  power  which  the^  raw 
have  at  their  disposal  >     Is  it  just,  is  it  open  and  inge«. 
uous,  to  attempt ,  by  iiainuation  and  indirection,  to  ts. 
duce  the  belief  among  the  People  that  there  is  comip- 
tionand  extravagance,  whilst  at  the  aame  time  we  sbrioi: 
from  the  labor  and  responsibib^  of  sustaiMg  charges  \ 
Sir,  I  will  never  be  induced,  by  any  lcc»lri^e  i«nia,  \o 
adopt  a  course  like  this.    If  gcptleisen  wish  to  pwh  the? 
inqniries  mto  the  Departments,  they  shafl  have  ray  ski. 
I  never  have  refosed,  nor  shall  I  prbbably  ever  refuse,  lo 
inquire  mto  any  alleged  miauae  of  power.     I  have  ao  re- 
lief that  the  most  r^gid  Investigation  will  touch,  in  tSc 
most  remote  degree,  the  integrity  of  the  Admioistnuir 
but  should  it  result  in  that,  let  the  AdmcntstntioB  a. 
Errors,  sKglit  and  trival,  may  exist ;  it  would  be  s&pi^' 
if  they  did  not  exist    Errors  of  judgment  may  be  &? 
poaed ;  but  then  who  shall  decide,  under  nU  the  cku> 
stances,  whether  the  joUge  or  the  judged  are,  or  .uR 
been,  right }     Within  Constitutional  liouts,  this  Ikax  > 
the  inquest  of  the  nation  ;  and,  if  gentlemen  suppiaeiie 
existence  of  makadministuation,  let  them  take  the  tt^^ 
sibiBty  of  openly  and  boldly  substantiatinif  the  &<%  »•  * 
they  will  then  acquire  a  just  and  lasting  fime  w^J^ 
American  People  :  but,  sir,  to  insuuiate  and  shrink  B: 
responaibihty,  to  traduce  oar  rulers  by  iBdarecMa^  h: 
not,  nor  ever  shall  be,  my  course. 

The  amendment  proposes  to  send  the  whole  s^'<- 
to  the  CommiUee  of  Ways  and  Means.  That  eoms^e; 
sir,  haire  as  much  to  do  as  their  time  will  enable  tkea' 
petform,  and^  nr,  I  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  i)^'^ 
public  good  requirea  that  this  rest^tion  alMoid  ^ 
tliat  direction.  Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  vote  to  remve  s.- 
question  fi^im  before  the  House,  and  vwild  thes  c 
upon  the  Comnnttee  to  do  their  duty.  Some  da^  s^t 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mar>']aiMi  [Mr.  Wor 
introduced  a  resolution,  preceded  by  a  maaber  of  «^(^ 
ases,  followed  by  suspicions  of  corrupt  nnd  exirsnr-'- 
expenditures,  which  terminated  in  a  simple  call  upce  ^' 
chairman  of  cnic  of  the  commiUeesof  the  House  to  i^iss 
us  whether  that  ccmmuttee  could  do  ita  duty  s  ve  ^^ 
not,  to  my  knowlec^,  yet  been  inforvaedL  vhefsc^  '^ 

duty  will  be  attended  to  or  not  

.  Why  then  continue  these  insinuatioiM  of  caAWp^ 
and  waste  in  the  Administration  ?    la  it  for  ^s&bci^  o- 
fect  out  of  this  House,  when  responsibility  iatohe  i^'* 
ned  in  it  ?    Sir,  I  will-not  impute  so  base  a innr.    '^ 
committees  of  this  Houae  ace  akendy  orfpnwrrd  «  * 
most  effectually  to  secure  to  the  majority  aU  the  p^ 
cal  consequence,  all  the  influence  amon^  tbe  PeapV 
this  Union,  to  which  the  party  haviiig  tbe  povcr  is  ii^ 
imately  entitled,  acccnding  to  the  conatitBtion  ci  ' 
House.    Let  it  be  used,  and  let  the  party  |»e  reaptfi^ 
for  its  use. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  Chairman  of  the  Conmittee  <»  t" 
lie  Expenditures,  stated  to  the  House,  thntthnt  oom*-' 
had  been  industriously  engaged  on  the  wbject  re^ 
to  them  under  a  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ih' 
htnd,  [Mr.  Wxxxs]  and  that,  in  a  few  dsys*  tlicy  hspe^ 
be  ready  to  report. 

Mr.  FLOYD  said,  that  he  had  understood  the  f^ 
man  from  New  Hampshire  aa  si^ic^  that  base  'oi' 
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tions  had  been  made  by  those  who  shrunk  from  responsi- 
bility.   If  that  remark  was  intended  for  me,  I  say  that 
the  remark  itself  is  a  base  insinuation,  and  as  such  i  hurl 
it  back  in  his  teeth. 
[Mr.  FLOYD  was  here  called  to  order  by  the  CHAIR.] 
^Ir.  WHIPPLE .    Has  the  gentleman  taken  my  words  ? 
I  said,  sir,  I  would  not  impute  base  motives,  nor  did  I  in- 
tend  to  insinuate  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
made  base  insinuations.     Sir,  the  very  circumstances  of  re- 
sentment which  accompany  the  gentleman's  demand  for 
explanation,  show  the  necessity  of  our  abstinence  from 
imputations  of  corniption,  bargain, and  intrigue*  in  whole- 
sale.   Sir,  it  IS  degrading  to  us  individually,  it  is  debasing 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world  i  it  weakens  the  confidence  of 
the  American  People  in  the  stability  and  firmness  of  their 
republican  institutions;  it  lowers  us  in  moral  and  intellec- 
tual elevation,  to  be  continually  holding^  each  other  up  in 
this  Hall,  and  our  National  Administration  too,  as  guilty 
of  the  basest  and  most  mean  peculation  $  exalting  our 
partizans,  and  debasing  our  adversaries  in  politics  ;  to  be 
passing  constantly  from  tjie  extremes  of  honor  to  the  ex- 
tremes of  baseness  ;  to  be  made,  in  the  same   hour,  the 
"  wisest,  brightest,  meancsC of  mankind.'' 

Mr.  FLOYD  said  lie  was  glad  to  be  put  right.     He 
was  sorry  he  had  not  understood  the  gentleman  correct- 
ly at  first.    He  could  not  have  expected,  from  the  tenor 
'      of  that  gentleman's  conduct  heretofore,  that  he  would  be 
'     guilty  of  any  violation  of  decorum  toward  any  on  this 
^     floor.    Expressinr  his  regret  for  having  on  this  occasion, 
misapprehended  the  gentleman,  Mr.  F.  went  on  to  sayi  that 
'     he  was  perfectly  aware  of  all  the  respect  which  was  due 
^     to  the  Executive  Department,and  to  all  public  officers,  aa 
^     well  as  to  the  dignity  of  this  House  and  to  hid  own.     But 
when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wrioht]  had  called 
'    upon  him  to  specify  the  manner,  in  which  the  gentleman 
'*clear  over  the  way"  had  done,  he  felt  it  his  duly  to  state 
what  he  be  lieved  was  the  fact,  that  there  had  been  a  great 
misapplication  of  the  public  money.     And  surely,  when  a 
member  of  this  House  has  a  suspicion  that  the  affairs  of  the 
>    Administration  can  be  conducted  in  a  belt  er  style,  he  has 
a  right  to  advocate  an  inqnir}',  and,  although  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  contingent  fund  had,  in  some  cases,  been 
applied  verv  inr. properly,  he  was  not,  therefore,  going  to 
say,  upon  the  first  blush,  that  there  was  corruption  in  tlie 
Government. 

Mr.  DORSEY,  afler  adverting  to  the  various  model- 
lings and  re-modellings  which  the  original  resolution,  as 
well  as  tlie  amendment,  had  undergone,  and  on  the  neces- 
sity of  further  time  for  a  right  understanding  of  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  question  presented,  concluded  a  few 
preliminary  remarks,  by  offering  the  following  amend- 
ment {going  to  enlarge  the  inquiry)  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  BI.AKS.  To  insert,  aAer  the  word  created,  these 
words,  *'  if  the  compensation  allowed  to  the  Members  can 
be  reduced  consistently  with  the  public  interest." 

Mr.  BLARE  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  his  own. 

Mr.  DOR8EY  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and 
amendment  upon  the  table,  and  print  them,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  j-equest  of 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  who  said,  he  had  hoped  not 
again  to  have  asked  the  attention  of  the  House  in  this 
debate.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotd] 
had  done  him  the  nvor  to  point  out  several  specifications 
of  abuaes  and  extravagance  in  this  Administration,  in  pur- 
suance ot  his  request  yesterday,  for  which  he  thanked 
him,  and  would  endeavor  to  reply  to  them.  The  gentle- 
man [said  Mr.  W.]  has  set  forth  in  his  specifications  the 
appointment  and  allowance  to  Mr.  King,  as  Charg^  at 
London  ;  the  allowance  made  to  Mr.  Adams  while  Min- 
ister to  St.  PetersbuTgb  and  at  Ghent  {  and  the  proceed- 
ing^ in  this  House  the  last  session,  relative  to  the  print- 
jiig  of  the  land  laws,  and  ia  which  I  had  a  personal  age n- 
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cy.  As  to  the  first :  Our  Minister  to  Loadon  was  taken 
sick,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  return  home.  His 
son  was  Secretary  of  Legation ;  not  appointed  by  the  fa- 
ther, but  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  the  no- 
mination of  the  President.  No  complaint  was  made  that 
be  was  not  qualifictl.  The  undeviating  practice  of  the 
Government  had  been,  when  a  Minister  left  a  Court  to 
which  he  had  been  sent,  before  a  successor  arrived*  to 
leave  some  one  in  charge  of  our  diplomatic  aflTairs  t  that 
charge  had,  perhaps,  always  been  devolved  upon  the  Se- 
cretary of  Legation,  a  public  officer  who  had  chaige  of 
the  records  and  documents  of  the  mission,  and  suppofed 
to  be  fiimiliar  with  the  concerns  of  the  mission.  Mr.  King 
followed  this  custom,  and  lefl  his  son,  the  Secretanr,  in 
charge  of  our  affairs.  Does  this  furnish  evidence  of  pro- 
fligacy and  abuse  in  tlie  Administration^  lam  not  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  King,  or  his  competency  i  iMit  I  can- 
not find  evidence  here  either  of  the  profligacy  of  the  pre- 
sent administration,  or  any  departure  from  the  usual  and 
ordinary  course  of  proceeding  in  such  cases.  If  the  gen* 
tleman  views  this  affair  differently,  why  did  he  not  vote 
with  roe  for  the  inquiry,  and  not  vot^,  as  he  did  to  lay  it 
on  the  table,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  it  > 

I  will  proceed  to  the  second  specification— -the  allow- 
ance to  the  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg  and  Ghent.  The 
gentleman  here  refers  me  to  a  printed  document,  by  page 
and  date,  and  hopes  I  will  not  dispute  the  authority  of 
that,  aa  it  has  affixed  to  it  the  name  of  John  Qusncy  Ad- 
ams. The  document  bears  date  in  1832,  and  apedfiea 
certain  allowances  made  before  that  time.  Now,  the 
gentleman  and  I  were  here  together  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  Administration,  and  his  own  memory 
will  show  him  that  this  transaction  was  of  anterior  date 
to  the  present  Administration,  and  for  services  rendered 
long  before,  and  he  must  see  that  they  are  referrible  to  a 
former  Administration,  not  to  this.  I  will  not  delay  to 
examine  the  items,  or  the  propriety  of  the  allowances  in 
the  document  <  but  if  the  gentleman  does  not  know»  I 
will  inform  him,  and  I  speak  advisedly  when  I  do  so^  that 
the  account  referred  to  in  the  document*  was  never  made 
out  in  the  form  there  stated  by  Mr.  Adams  and  signed  by 
him  ;  the  information  on  this  subject  haa  heretofwe  been 
before  this  House.-  It  was  made  out  by  some  of  the  clerka 
in  the  offices,  to  conform  to  their  mode  of  settling  accoants, 
without  the  knowledge  or  sanction  of  Mr.  A&ms,  who 
never  did,  nor  never  would*  present  the  account  as  there 
stated.  Not  only,  sir,  is  this  transaction  referrible  .to  a 
former  Administration,  and  of  anterior  date  to  this*  but  is 
of  anterior  date  to  the  time  limited  in  the  resolution  of 
inquiry  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and 
supported  now  by  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia.  If  he 
really  desires  to  extend  this  inquiiy  back  to  a  period  em- 
bracing this  transaction,  he  must  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. The  time  limited  in  the  resolution  is  the  first  of 
January,  1824.  Let  us  go  back  and  have  the  whole  matter 
examined  into.    I  will  cheerful^  go  with  the  gentleman. 

With  regard  to  the  third  specification— the  printing  of 
the  Land  Laws— in  which  the  gentleman  implicates  me. 
You  have  been  told  that  thb  transaction,  which  coat  the 
Government  several  thousand  dolUn,  was  got  up  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  when  there  were  but  few  mem. 
hers  here,  on  my  motion.  The  gentleman  himself  was 
then*  and  for  some  time  before  had  been,  absent  ih>m  the 
House.  I  see  no  entry  of  leave  having  been  given  him 
to  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the  House*  though 
he  may  have  obuined  leave.  Why  was  he  absent  from 
his  pUce  >  Why  was  he  not  here  attending  to  his  duty* 
guarding  against  these  profligate  expenditures  i  I  know 
not.  I  have*  indeed,  seen  in  the  newspapers,  which  gen- 
tlemen seem  willing  to  refer  to^  accounts  of  certain  din- 
ners, and  dinner  speeches  in  Richmond,  about  that  time* 
in  which  we  are  told  of  certain  «•  combinatioQi''  being 
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nearly  completed,  and  tmng^ed  for  efficient  operation. 
Perhapa  the  gentlentan — 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  called  to  order.  He  said  per- 
gonal remarks  could  not  be  permitted. 

Mr.  lYRIGHT  said  he  had  understood  the  gentleman 
fh>m  Vhvinia  had  impugned  his  motires,  in  reference,  to 
the  TOtehere,  and  he  liad  been  permitted  to  go  on.  He 
only  sought  to  reply. 

The  SPEAKER  aud  he  had  not  so  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Viigioia.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Sir,  I  will  explain  this  printing  trans- 
action, 1  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  gentleman  fix>m 
Virginia. 

[Mr.  WARD  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  of  opinion,  Vhen  a  ^ntleman 
was  pronounced  out  of  order,  he  forfeited  his  right  to 
the  floor. 

11ie  SPEAKER  replied,  he  had  called  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  <»der,  and  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  deci- 
sion, and  resumed  bis  argument  in  order.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  about  to  resume,  but  gave.way  at 
the  request  of 

The  SPEAKER,  who  rose,  and  addressed  the  House. 
Re  felt,  he  said,  very  deep  regret  at  the  personal  and  un- 
pleasant character  which  the  debate  had  assumed,  and 
which,  if  continued,  was  calculated  to  have  a  baneful  ef- 
fect upon  the  character  and  deliberations  of  the  House. 
The  Spxaxxb  certainly  could  have  no  wish  to  restrict  im- 
properly, the  freedom  of  debate.  He  bad  never  attempt- 
cd,  It  (  he  never  should  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  fdt  it  a 
duty  that  he  owed  the  House,  the  nation,  and  himself,  to 
interpose  the  autboritv  of  the  Chair  in  maintaining  the 
order  and  dignity  of  the  House,  and  in  repressing  person- 
alities and  recriminations,  which  could  produce  no  other 
effect  than  deep  excitement  and  personal  altercations. 
In  the  eagerness  of  controversy,  and  the  commotion  of 
debate,  it  was  often  very  difficult  for  the  Chair  to  inter- 
pose successfully  its  authority  in  preserving  order,  and 
limiting  debate  {  in  cases  of  great  or  unusual  excitement, 
it  could  never  be  done»  without  the  most  prompt  and  vi- 
gorous co-operation  of  the  House.  In  making  these  re- 
jDtfks,  the  Chair  intended  no  allusion  to  any  particular 
member  of  the  House.  He  had  risen  to  Impress  upon 
the  House  the  necessitv  of  enforcing  order,  and  sustain- 
ing the  Chair,  and  to  mtreat  gentlemen,  who  might  be 
disposed  to  mingle  in  the  debate,  to  refrain  from  personal 
and  recriminating  remarks  towards  each  other,  and  to 
confine  themselves  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  I  trust  I  should  be  one  of  the 
last  men  in  the  House  to  violate  the  rules  of  the  House. 
1  perfectly  accord  with  the  view  of  the  Chair.  I  certainly 
liave  to  thank  the  gentlemen  from  New-York  for  his  en- 
deavors to  keep  me  in  order.  Just  foefbre  the  close  of 
the  session,  the  resolution  for  printing  the  Land  Laws, 
with  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Ihgham]  passed.  I  was  in  the  House,  endeavoring 
to  attend  to  my  duty  \  but  the  first  inthnation  I  had  of 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  1  obtained  in  the  morning 
pape^.  Having  had  occasion,  shortly  before,  to  exam- 
ine the  Joint  Resolution  of  1819,  which  had  the  effect  of 
a  law,  which  any  gentleman  curious  to  look  at  it  will  find 
in  the  6th  volume  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  nage 
444, 1  supposed  the  House  had  inadvertently  adoptea  the 
tesolution.  Acting  under  that  impression,  1  doubted  if— 
no,  sir,  I  knew — ^that  this  House  could  not  repeal  a  law  of 
the  United  States.  When  I  made  the  motion,  aod  stated 
the  objection,  that  the  resolution  contravened  the  joint 
resolution,  the  House  unanimously  rescinded  that  part  of 
the  resolution.  What  should  have  been  done  >  The 
House  had  inadvertently  committed  an  error.  It  was  my 
duty,  apprised  of  it,  to  inform  the  House.  I  did  not  ne- 
glect that  duty.    But,  sir«'  the  construction  upon  which 


I  acted,  and  which  the  House  confirmed,  lias  another 
sanction,  which  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  \irg\m&  vill 
admit  as  authority.  Another  deliberative  body  in  ano- 
ther part  of  this  building,  resolved  to  proceed  to  ihs 
choice  of  a  printer  to  the  body.  Several  balloting?  took 
place,  and  an  adjournment  took  place,  with  the  decWti- 
tion  of  the  body  that  no  choice  l»d  been  made.  Atihc 
commencement  of  this  session  of  Congpress,  that  bodjrde^ 
termined  the  construction  of  the  joint  rcaolullon  as  I 
have  done,  though  I  think  with  less  forcible  appkatica 
to  that  case,  than  in  the  case  in  this  House.  Under  tte 
construction,  it  was  determined  that  an  clcclion  of  Prin- 
ter was  made  last  winter,  notwithstanding  the  separate 
resolution  of  that  body,  which  wss  declared  a  nullity.  U 
is  by  virtue  of  this  construction  the  Printer  of  that  \mj 
now  holds  his  oflRcc.  Sir,  if  the  resoUuion  speciSsdbj 
the  gentleman  were  not  so  accoumed  for,  I  am  un25.c  ro 
see  how  it  could  be  brought  forwanl  ss  achar^^ets*'"? 
this  Administration.  1  have  Vet  to  learn  hoi  \kYTt»- 
dent  and  his  Cabinet  can  be  chargeable  with  auiawmMi 
resolution  of  this  House.  If  it  evidences  profiipcy  i^fl 
extravagance,  it  is  in  us.  We  should  be  conitiU  lobai 
the  stigma,  and  set  on  foot  a  reform  here.  . 

Mr.  DWIGHT  said,  he  would  occupy  the  attejiVKin 
the  House  but  for  a  very  brief  si»ace ;  he  kncM*  the^i^ 
patience,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  AwW 
have  risen  at  all,  but  in  consequence  of  tlieren ex^- 
dinary  conclusions  drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  >  if?;^ 
[Mr.  Floyd]  from  the  document  which  he  now  Jw* 
his  hand.    Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  D.  I  draw  from  \l'^ 
dence  (and  bave  do  doubt  the  House  will  do  so)  s^ 
elusion  direcUy  the  reverse  of  that  of  the  g«n»«"^?i: 
Virginia.     He  has  st.ited  that  large  and  unusual  »uo»* 
ces  were  made  to,  and  accepted  by,  the  V^^^L 
Magistrate,  for  h'ls  services  while  representing  tbsw;^ 
try  abroad.     Since  the  gentleman  sat  down,  be^^ 
his  eye  over  the  paper  alluded  to,  and  coaWM^J^  . 
House  that  the  document  out  of  which  the  cw 
made,  contained  in  itself  a  roost  ample  «w^*2   \to 
charge.     By  a  comparison  of  the  payments  to  Mr.  * 
with  those  made  to  many,  and  he  believed  "j^r^. 
ters  in  Europe,  it  would  appear  that,  so  ^  "JJJ^^^^^ 
lowances  made  to  the  former  being  unusual,  »^ 
in  no  instance  exceeded,  and  in  many  have  «"5J*^ 
of  allowsnces  under  similar  circumstances,  anotor  |j^ 
portionate  length  of  time,  to  our  Itinisters,  ^"J?^ 
ent  Administrations.    How,  indeed,  could  it  be  ott^^^ 
The  House  would  recollect  that  the  salanes  tf  r^^ 
Ministers,  like  all  other  salaries,  had  been  m^t^^ 
gulated  by  a  law  of  Congress*  and  the  diswtiM  ;'^ 
by  that  Uw  in  the  President,  in  regard  to  the  ousi^^ 
expressly  limited  in  amount  to  a  sum  not  *^;^|^ 
year's  salary.    The  charge,  then,  touches  oj*  1^ 
person  who  is  supposed  to  have  received,  rl    ^r^ 
bursin^  officers  of  Mr.  Madison's  Govemroent,tteW     ^ 
Administration  the  money  must  have  been  P*"^*\I^ 
he  appealed  to  the  candor  of  the  gentlemaa  w^*^ 
an  error  so  injurious  to  all  affected  by  it  r^ 

He  would  ask  ttie  attention  of  the  House  fct»^ 


moments^  to  the  grounds  of  the  comparison 
luded  to  : 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  Document 

Mr.  Barlow  received,  for  a  little  more  than  a 
year  and  a  half  in  France, 

Mr.  Monroe,  for  about  five  years^  at  England, 
France,  and  Spain, 

Mr.  Gallatin,  for  about  six  years,  in  France, 
and  at  Ghent, 

Mr.  Pinkney,  at  Great  Britain,  Russia,  and 
the  two  Sicilies,  about  seven  year^ 

Mr.  Adams,  at  Russia,  Ghent,  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, from  1809  to  1817, -about  8  years,  received 


bebiiJ 


This  calculation  excludes  Mr.  Adams's  mission  :ci 
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8ia|inl801,  for  which  he  received  $5,110,  an  amount 
wliich  would  increase  the  a^gfregate  sum  paid  to  him* 
much  less  than  the  mission  increased  the  time  occupied, 
and  tbe  moneys  disbursed  in  the  public  serrice.  The  al- 
lowances to  our  Foreign  Ministers  may  appear  to  some 
gentlemen  to  be  too  large,  but  thev  ought,  in  vindication 
of  the  policy  of  the  law  under  which  those  allowances 
are  made,  to  recollect,  that  it  is  a  service  of  the  highest 
conBcIence,  requiring  the  most  distinguished  talent  of  our 
ccuntT)',  and  that  the  Courts  of  Europe,  to  which  they 
are  sent,  have  none  of  the  Republican  simplicity  and  eco- 
nomy of  our  own.  Their  allowances  to  their  Ministers 
are  in  all  instances  greater,  and  in  some,  treble  and  quad- 
ruple ours.  It  had  become  proverbial,  that  no  Minister 
of  ours  could  live  in  Europe,  without  trencliing  upon  his 
own  funds.  The  account,  then,  though  large,  is  not  one 
of  moneys  paid  to  enrich  the  individual,  but  of  moneys 
expended  by  him  in  the  public  service,  and  he  was  per- 
suaded tliat  not  a  dollar  of  it  has  remained  in  his  private 
coffers. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wbivbt]  had  alluded 
to,  but  had  not  specified  a  mistake  in  the  document  It 
was  in  the  computation  of  the  time  at  Russia,  extending 
it  to  1815.  I'his,  he  presumed,  was  a  mere  error  of  the 
press,  as  it  was  well  known  that  Mr.  Adams  was  trans- 
ferred to  Gottenburg,  and  subsequently  to  Ghent,  in  the 
Spring  of  1813. 
^  By  inspecting  the  recapitulation  on  the  last  leaf  of  the 
document,  it  would  be  seen  tliat  the  error  does  not  come 
into,  or  alTect  the  aggregate  sum  wluch  he  had  previous^ 
named. 
[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

MoKDAT,  Jaituart  23,  1828. 
RETRENCHMENT. 

When  the  House  adjourned  on  Saturday,  a  motion  had 

'■     been  made  by  Mr.  Uobszt,  to  lay  the  resolutions  of 

^     Mr.    CaiLToir,  together  with  the  amendment  thereto, 

'     on  the  table  ;  and,  on  that  question,  the  yeas  and  nays 

f    had  been  ordered.     But,  on  the  opening  of  the  debate 

this  morning,  before  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  Mr. 

Dorset   withdrew  his  motion  ,  and  the  question  then 

recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Blake — 

Mr.  BUCKNER,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that,  when  the  ori- 
g-inal  resolution  was  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  he  was  prepared  to  give  his  vote,  and,  indeed, 
anxious  to  do  so  without  any  discussion.     Even  after  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Chiltok]  had  explained  the  motives  by 
vliich  he  professed  to  be  influenced  in  its  introduction, 
asul  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  he  should  have  pursued 
the  same  course.     It  required  no  great  foresight  to  anti- 
cipate tlie  course  which  the  argument,  if  persisted  in, 
would  take,  and  the  great  difficulty  there  would  be  in  cir- 
cumscribing it  within  its  proper  hmits.    It  was  apparent, 
that  it  could  not  lead  to  any  valuable  result.  ,1  was  un- 
willing (said  Mr.   B.)  to  see  this  Hall  converted  into  a 
theatre    for   crimination    and    recrimination  ?    for   that 
course  of  bitter  invective,  and  unmeasured  abuse  of  pub- 
lic  men  and  measures  to  which  the  debate  had  already 
led,  ana  with  which  the  newspapers  have  been  filled  for 
the  two  or  three  last  years.     Such  a  course,  sir,  should  all 
ways  be  avoided,  and,  more  especially,  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Sutes — where,  if  there  be  dignity  in  delib- 
eration to  be  expected  in  any  legislative  body  on  earth, 
it  might  be  hoped  to  be  found.     In  the  few  observations 
winch  I  shall  submit,  it  is  my  intention  to  make  no  remark 
calciiUted  to  odend,  or  to  give  rise  to  ill  feelings.     They 
shall  be  confined  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution, 
except  so  far  as  is  deemed  proper  to  depart,  for  the  pur- 
[}ose  of  answering  insinuations  thrown  out,  or  charges 
na  Je  against  the  present  Admmistration.     In  doing  that, 
lowevcr,  I  siiall  not  so  unnecestorily  consume  the  tune  of 
the  House  as  to  answer  each  separately.    It  would  be 


considered  as  an  insult  to  enter  into  a  labored  argument 
in  ezpUnation  of  tliis  stale  matter,  about  a  billiard  Uble, 
balls,  cues,  and  chessmen.  Nor,  sir,  is  it  at  all  important 
to  inquire  how  many  copies  of  the  Virgr>™*  Address  have 
been  sent  by  gentlemen  of  this  House  to  their  constitu- 
ents. It  has  never  been  my  practice,  and  it  nerer  shall 
be,  to  enter  the  folding  room,  as  it  is  termed,  to  aacer- 
tain  what  papers  or  documents  have  been  franked,  and 
forwarded  to  different  SUtes,  by  this  or  that  gentleman. 
They  send  such  only,  it  is  presumed,  as  itisbelitved  will 
be  acceptable  to  their  constituents,  and  calculated  to  en- 
lighten  tbe  pubUc  mind.  It  forms,  in  my  opinion,  no 
ground  for  censure ;  and,  if  it  did,  an  ample  set-olT  would 
be  found  in  the-fact,  related  to  me  a  few  minutea  since, 
that  at  least  an*equal  number  of  copies  of  a  pamphlet,  pur- 
poKing  to  be  an  exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  Adams 
Family,  have,  in  tbe  same  manner,  been  forwarded  bjr 
some  gentlemen  of  the  Oppontion  party,  to  their  consti- 
tuents. Nor,  sir,  shall  I  put  myself  to  the  trouble  of 
making,  or  you  the  pain  of  listening  to,  a  tedious  defence 
of  the  conduct  of  the  President,  in  relation  to  the  charge 
made  against  him,  of  receiving  a  large  sum  of  monesr, 
for  his  services  as  a  Minister,  many  year*  ago  ;  or  of  hia 
nomination  of  Mr.  King,  aa  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  EngUnd ;  or  of  tlic  fact  of  Mr.  King's  having  left  hia 
son  there,  aa  a  Chargi  d'AflTaires,  on  his  resipiation  ;  or 
of  the  money  paid  to  Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia.  After 
the  facts  are  established,  and  they  are  not  denied,  in  what 
consists  the  impropriety  of  conduct  in  cither  of  those  af- 
&irs  ?  In  the  reception  of  the  money  alluded  to,  lor  ser- 
vices, as  a  Minister,  did  Mr.  Adams  receive  more  tlian 
others  have  received  for  similar  services  ?  It  cannot  be 
pretended  that  he  did.  And,  if  he  had,  he  had  not  the 
control  of  the  office  in  which  those  accounts  were  settled. 
If  ther*  be  any  thing  wrong  in  that  affair,  others  would 
be  suspected,  whose  integrity  is  as  far  above  suspicion, 
as  even  that  of  the  President  himself.  Tlie  nommation 
of  young  Mr.^King,  to  act  as  a  Charge  d'AfTaires,  tempera^ 
rily,  was  in  strict  accoitiance  with  the  practice  uniformly 
pursued,  under  previous  Administrations,  by  others  sim- 
ilarly situated,  and  which  was  never,  1  believe,  on  any 
former  occasion,  complained  of.  The  charge  of  impro- 
priety respecting  the  money  received  by  Mr.  Pleasants, 
will  be  found  to  be  utterly  without  foundation,  whenever 
the  facts  relating  to  it  shall  be  investigated.  But  these 
matters  appear  to  me  to  be  entirely  irrelevant  in  this  de- 
bate. If,  however,  they  must  be  inquired  into,  let  us 
have  die  proof,  before  a  sentence  of  condemnation  be 
pronounced.  The  People  of  the  United  States  have  too 
high  a  aense  of  the  sacred  principles  of  justice— there  ia 
too  much  intelligence  among  them  to  permit  our  Chief 
Executive  Magistrate  to  fall  a  victim  to  unfounded  sus- 
picion and  idle  insinuation.  When  crimes  are  imputed, 
or  charges  of  improper  conduct  made,  they  will  inquire 
when,  where,  how,  were  they  perpetrated  ?  It  is  easy 
to  accuse  {  in  these  times  of  higti  party  feeling,  we  must 
expect  it.i  but  nothing  short  of  proof  will  satisfy  ua. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  only  wilfing,  but  anxioua 
that  every  ground  of  complaint  shall  be  thoroughly  ex- 
amined. When  that  shall  be  done,  this  Administration 
shall  have  no  cauae  to  bluah.  They  need  not  dread  the 
judgment  of  a  magnanimous  public,  dispaasiooately  pro- 
nounced. Indeed,  it  should  be  matter  of  great  conso- 
lation to  them  that  this  inquirv  has  been  instituted. 
They  have  much  more  to  apprehend  from  the  abandon- 
ment of  it. 

.  A  few  words  in  answer  to  tiie  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotd]  as  to  the  style  of  dreaa 
prescribed  for  our  Ministers  at  foreign  CourU,  and  the 
expense  incurred.  That  gentleman  is  surely  misin- 
formed, if  he  supposes  tliat  the  Government  has  to  bear 
any  portion  of  tiiat  expense.  It  is  Uken  from  the  pockets 
of  the  Mioictcrii    The  rule  eUuded  t0|  moreover,  so  far 


1207 


GALES  ^  SBATON'S  REGISTER 


1208 


H.  or  It] 


Hetren^ment, 


[Jiir.28,16:8. 


from  increuing  the  splenilor  of  their  appearance,  and  ad- 
ding to  the  mag^ntlicence  of  the  gorgeous  apparel,  for« 
meriy  used  on  such  occasions,  was  adopted  for  the  ex- 
press puipose  of  diminishing  the  expense,  and  bringing 
It  more  within  the  limits  of  republican  simplicity.  I  have 
now  done  with  this  part  of  the  catalogue  of  charges, 
thrown  together  without  order  or  method,  and  prepared 


without  the  shadow  of  proof,  making,  altogether,  the  most    sued  by  my  colleague  ?     He  enters  this  Hdl  the  ncit 


position,  that  the  occasion,  for  which  that  officer  was  in- 
pointed  had  passed  away,  his  duties,  «ithin  the  last  tvo 
or  three  ^ears,  had  doubled  ,-  and,  indeed,  eren  be, 
whilst  giving  this  information,  was  himself  infumed  of 
other  important  and  arduous  duties,  in  relation  to  all  tiie 
contracts  for  light-houses,  which  of  late  years  have  (}^ 
volved  on  that  officer.     What,  then,  was  the  coorx  pur- 


ludicrous  political  hodge-podge  that  was  ever  offered  to 
die  amusement  of  any  grave  deliberative  body,  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  Let  me  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
Mouse  to  the  resolutions  and  the  remarks  of  my  colleague, 
fMr.  Cbivtov]  in  explanation  of  them. 

I  have  said  that,  when  ofiered,  I  was  prepared  at  once, 
and  willing  to  aid  the  proposed  inquiry.    Yet,  candor 
compels  me  to  declare,  that  such  a  vote  would  not  have 
been  founded  on  any  belief,  or  even  suspicion,  that  there 
were  such  abuses  as  those  pointed  out.     They  may  be  : 
if  iO»  they  are  not  within  my  knowledge.     As  a  friend  of 
the  Admmiftration»  there  was  no  option  allowed  me,  as 
to  my  vote.    We  occupy  an  entirely  different  attitude 
from  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition.     If  they  will  exhibit 
accusations,  and  get  up  debates,  however  useless,  by 
whidi  that  time  is  consumed  which  should  be  devoted  to 
important  business,  it  is  not  our  fault.     Situated  as  we 
are,  it  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  that  we  would 
refuse  to  meet  them.     What  was  the  resolution,  in  sub- 
fttaiice,  as  originally  offered  ?    That  the  national  debt 
should  be  speedily*  paid  off;  that,  to  effectuate  this,  a 
general  retrenchment  of  public  expenditures  sliould  be 
resorted  to  ;  that  the  number  of  officers  employed  in  the 
public  service  should  be  lessened,  and  the  salaries  of 
those  retained,  diminished.     In  support  of  this,  it  was 
said  by  the  mover,  tliat  there  were  sinecure  offices ,  that 
we  Md  departed  from  the  republican  simplicity  o(  our 
ancestors;   that  the  public  money  had   been  uselessly 
squandered,  &c.     Now,  sir,  whilst  I  admit  that  the -pub- 
lic debt  ought  to  be  discharged  at  as  early  a  period  as 
posmble,  without  detriment  to  other  great  national  in- 
terests ;  and  whilst  willing  to  vote  for  an  investigation  of 
the  alleged  prodigality,  I  neither  sanction  it  as  correct,  or 
concur  m  the  gentleman's  argument.     Ader  all  that  was 
said  by  him,  in  general  terms,  about  profusion,  national 
bankruptcy,  &c.  what  were  his  specifications  ?  Tliat  the 
services  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  might  be  dispensed  with, 
the  occasion  for  which  that  office  was  created  having  long 
since  passed  away.     That  our  tables  were  every  morning 
piled  with  useless  documents,  andreports  as  Ion/?  as  the 
moral  law.     Wliilst  he  seemed  to  imagine  that,  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  South  and  the  North  "  rocked  in  the 
cradle  of  ease  and  luxur}',"  this  would  be  considered  as 
a  nuitter  of  little  moment,  in  the  West  there  was  but  one 
voice  concerning  it.    Whatever,  sir,  there  may  be  of  pro- 
digality of  public  money  in  this  matter,  it  savors  more  of 
any  thinr  else  than  luxur>'.  But,  if  the  gentleman  so  esti- 
mates it,Tet  me  assure  him, that,  throughout  the  session,  he 
will  have  it  in  his  power  to  indulge  his  appetite  in  all  the 
luxury  of  a  most  delectable  Variety.  Reports,  and  the  testi- 
mony upon  which  they  are  founded,  must  be  printed  and 
laid  before  us,  to  enable  us  to  determine  correctly  such 
claims  as  are  presented  to  Congress.     They  are  cases  in 
which  redress  can  be  obtained,   and  jusiice  done  no 
where  else.     Many  of  them  are  for  verv  large  amounts  of 
money  or, property.     In  such  cases,  ai^  we  to  act  blind- 
folded, anid  attempt  to  dispense  justice  at  hup-bazard  } 
Surely  not.    If,  in  any  particular  case,  ai.y  gentleman  be- 
lieves that  it  would  be  useless  or  improper  to  print  them, 
when  the  motion  is  made  to  luye  them  printed  is  the 
time  to  oppose  it. 

The  selection  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  as  an  officer  whose 
services  might  be  safely  dispensed  with,  waa,  perhaps,  as 
unfortunate  as  could  Jiave  been  made.  My  colleague 
was  inforoMd  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Buceawah]  that,  so  tar  from  the  correctness  of  the  sup- 


morning,  and  informs  us  that,  of  the  officers  whose  ser- 
vices, in  his  opinion,  could  be  dispensed  with,  he.uotiid 
name,  as  honorable  exceptions,  the  Third  Auditor,  tbe 
Fifth  Auditor,  and  the  Postmaster  General.  And,  lot 
his  meaning  might  be  mistaken,  it  was  repeated  more 
than  once. 

Yet,  he  thought  that  some  of  the  Auditowvere  nmt' 
cessary,  but  he  could  not  say  certainly  which.  Some  m 
of  them  must  go  to  the  wall.  To  use  a  Westmi  pfcpse, 
to  take  the  scalp  of  an  Auditor  seemed  toUwb«nd^ 
termined  upon,  and  it  must  be  had  ;  no  irattetvVA^,^ 
that  vou  touch  not  the  Third,  nor  the  Fifth.  Sir,  when- 
ever it  can  be  shown  that  any  of  them  are  useless,  i!»t 
he  is  receiving  a  high  salary,  or  even  a  low  salary,  vih- 
out  performing  essential  services,  1  shall  hcirtily  ©Ka- 
rate with  my  colleague  in  voting  that  the  office  be  sbo- 
lished. 

His  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  the  additions  tocc: 
revenue,  derived  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  "ftR^ 
less  amusing.  If,  said  he,  we  can  barcl/  wade  nof,  ^i 
all  that  source  of  revenue,  wl»t  are  we  to  do  wher'aj 
shall  be  entirely  cut  off  ?  Yet,  afterwards,  in  reply  i«  ^ 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr-  BAKHBT]sof«rfro^:» 
sidering  it  as  a  source  of  revenue,  I  understand  hirowf 
that  they  brought  the  Government  in  d^^^'i  , .". 
amount  annually  expended  upon  them  excetd&l^- 
which  was  received  from  their  sales.  , 

[Mr.  CHILTON  rose  to  explain.  His  coBttfJe 'JJ 
misunderstood  him,  both  in  relation  to  that  andtn^^^ 
other  points.  He  had  represented  him  as  having  p^ 
cularised,  in  his  speech  on  introducing  the  resolj^ 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  as  an  officer  who  ought  to  be  do 
tinued.  It  was  true,  that,  in  his  remarks,  as  repi^j^  ^ 
was  made  to  say  this.  But  he  had  a  distinct  rcc*«^;^ 
•       ■     ■     -        -  .      - ■geneiai  >• 


that  he  had  spoken  only  of  the  Auditors  in  geneiai.' 
gentleman  had  also  misunderstood  him  as  to  vik 
had  said  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Man'i''"-; 
Barxby.]  I  did  not  say  that  the  expenditurr^^;^^ 
public  lands  were  a  source  of  nett  revenue  lo  the  i-^ 
but  that  an  annual  appropriation  wasaskeJjor^^'L 
made,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  those  J*™^''^^;! 
this  expense  prevented  them  from  being  ^^°^f/,^ 
lasting  source  of  revenue.  1  am  certainly  ""°^^Ji 
tion  to  the  gentleman,  for  tbe  remark  that  tDyp^^ 
contained  a  political  liodge*podge—  ^^, 

The  SPEAKEU  here  called  Mr.  ^J^^'^jl^^ 
saying  that  the  remark  had  not  been  directed P^ 
to  him.     •  .  ^  -^ 

Mr.  CHILTON  then,   after  expressing  he  Ht:'. 
what  he  had  said  would  be  distinctly  undcrsiwo^ 
House,  took  his  seat.]  .  ■,  ^t 

Mr.  BUCKNEU  proceeded.  I  was  pl»s<^.^^V,;j 
ford  to  my  colleague  on  opportunity  of  nwK'v^j. 
planation.  T  repeated  the  substance  of  ^'*/^_j|  rJ 
reported  both  by  the  Intelligencer  and  t^^e  J<^' ^k^ 
had,  therefore,  reason  to  believe  that  tlie  rcir 
been  accurately  reported.  .  .^jf 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  said,  during  thjsae»;^ 
although  the  doctrine  that  a  nat'O"*!^  ,^**Jf,.<r'^ 
blessing,  has  not  been  openly  avowed,  it  ha<tD;..;j 
ly  hinted  at:  and  we  are  told,  also,  "rjpirirf'^ 
was  becoming"  fashionable,  that  we  are  P*)'"'^  ''vi.  >l 
tional  Debt  too  rapidly.  5ir,  if  it  be  the  f»^"'*'^,.,-d 
trine,  1  have  not  heard  it,  nor  is  it  my  ^^^^1^1^  jt,  c^ 
the  doctrine  of  this  administrstion.  So  ftr  fro  ^  ^ 
effort  has  been  made  to  dimhiish  that  dcW  »  ^ 
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possible.  May  I  not  rely  with  confidence  in  support  of 
this  assertion,  upon  the  remarks  made  by  the  g-entleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BurHnriir]  who  acknowledged 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  had  been  fairly  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  created,  and  that  tiie  debt  is  rapid- 
ly diminishing  ?    My  opinion  is,  that  every  consideration 

>  of  true  policy,  of  public  good,  requires  its  speedy  extin- 
guishment. But  I  am  not  willing  to  admit,  that  the  only 
mode  of  effecting  that  most  desirable  object,  is,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  number  of  officers  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  Government,  and  lessening  the  salaries  of  others. 
We  have  resources  which  may  be  safely  and  confidently 
relied  upon,  and  which,  if  not  mismanaged,  will,  in  a  few 
years  more,  prove  effectual.  We  have  heard  much  said, 
within  a  year  or  two,  about  direct  taxes.  It  was  said  by 
another  colleague  of  mine,  [Mr.  Dxkibi]  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  woollen  goods  would  operate  as  a  duty  on 
their  importation,  the  consequence  of  which  would  be, 
tliat  we  must  resort  to  direct  taxes.  This  is  not  the  firet 
time,  sir,  that  we  have  beard  those  evil  predictions. 
AVhen  the  Tariff  Bill  of  1824  was  under  consideration, 

\      this  Hall  resounded  with  similar  propliecies.     The  time 
^      has  rolled  on  ;  nearly  four  years  have  elapsed ;  we  still 
hear  the  same  declaration  repeated,  but  have  experienc- 
ed no  necessity  of  raising  revenue  by  direct  taxation.    So 
^     far  from  that  is  the  fact,  that,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  administration,  in  little  more  than  three 

*  years,  about  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  about  twen- 
ty^hree  millions  have  gone  towards  the  extinguishment 

*  of  the  principal.     Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  moreover,  that, 

*  whilst  this  reduction  has  been  effected,  all  the  proper  ex- 
■     penses  of  the  Government  have  been  met.     Our  foreign 

intercourse  has  been  kept  up,   extensive  preparations 
I     made  for  such  internal  improvements  as  may  be  consider- 
ed of  national  importance  ;  large  amounts  for  stock  in 

>  various  associations,  for  the  completion  of  such  objects  ; 

>  and  in  one  instance,  even  in  the  ancient  dominion  of  Vir- 
t     ginia,  have  been  subscribed  by  the  General  Government. 

Our  Army  has  been  kept  up,  and  our  Navy  increased. 
i    Not  a  single  important  interest  has  been  neglected  ?  and 
,    yet  we  have  no  direct  taxes.     There  is  not  the  slightest 
f    prospect  of  our  being  compelled  to  submit  to  such  an 
evil  I  unless,  indeed,  despising  the  wisdom  of  the  coun- 
sels by  which  we  have  been  hitherto  led,  we  subject  all 
:    to  the  hazard  of  some  dangerous  experiment.    If,  then, 
it  be  asked,  why  vote  for  an  examination  into  supposed 
abuses,  where  none  exist,  my  answer  has  already  been 
;    g-iven.     No  g^od  can  grow  out  of  the  inquiry,  so  fiir  as 
it  relates  to  a  diminution  of  unnecessary  expemlitiire. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  McDurriEJ  whose  opinions  on  the  subject  are  cer- 
,    tainly   entitled  to  great  weight,  has  said,  •*  that  the  true 
mode  of  effecting  reforms,  really  and  extensively  bene- 
,    iicial  to  the  country,  is  not  by  lopping  off  public  ofBcers 
!   with  an    undiscriminating  hand,  and  curtailing  sabries 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  importance  of  tlie  duties  for 
which  they  are  paid."  He  has,  moreover,  said,  that,  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  officers  under  this  Government, 
and  their  salaries,  the  present  administration  cannot  be 
fairly  made  responsible,  but,  to  a  very  small  extent     He 
asks  (I  do  not  give  his  precise  words)  why  we  begin  the 
inqiiiiy  where  Uiere  is  nothing  wrong,  and  therefore  no- 
thing* to  rectify  ? 

Yet,  sir,  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to  censure  the  gen- 
tleman who  introduced  the  resolutions.  He  did  so,  no 
doubt,  under  honest  convictions  of  their  propriety — he 
liad  seen  these  charges  of  extravagance,  of  corruption  in 
the  disbursements  ot  public  money,  repeated  so  frequent- 
ly, in  a  thousand  different  shapes,  in  the  newspapers^  by 
JSditors  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  from  some 
of  hig-li  standing,  down  to  the  curs  of  the  very  lowest  de- 
gree, until  he  began  to  believe  there  must  be  some  truth 


in  it.  However  zealous  a  man  may  be  in  his  pursuit  of 
truth,  even  falsehoods  may  be  repeated  in  his  hearing  so 
frequently  and  confidently,  that  at  last  they  are  received 
as  truths.  'May  1  not  now  be  allowed  to  indulge  the  hope, 
that  my  colleague  has  become  satisfied,  that  he  entertain- 
ed most  erroneous  conceptions  of  these  matters  ?  Else, 
why  has  he  so  entirely  abandoned  his  original  resolution  } 
Sinecure  offices,  high  salaries  of  officers,  the  unnecessary 
number  of  them  ;  the  high  per  diem  allowance  to  mem- 
bers, seem  to  have  been  forgotten,  and  we  are  now  in- 
vited to  inquire  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  ap- 
propriated for  Foreign  intercourse,  and  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  ^Executive  Departments,  has  been 
applied  since  1824— yes,  sir,  since  1824,  There  lies  the 
secret.  All  errors,  if  any,  committed  before  that  period, 
are  not  worth  investigation.  They  would  shed  no  valua- 
ble light  OH  the  subject.  The  occurrence  has  passed  by, 
and  is  no  longer  of  any  moment.  It  would  be  of  no  ser- 
vice in  suggesting  the  propriety  of  any  change  in  the  law 
on  the  subject  Very  well,  let  the  inquiry  be  so  limited. 
I  am  willing  to  go  back  as  far  as  they  please  ;  to  com- 
mence, and  to  stop,  where  they  please.  Should  there 
be  any  thing  wrong  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
this  Nation,  by  this  Administration,  let  it  be  made  ap- 
pear. If  it  be  an  error  of  the  head,  a  magnanimous  and 
generous  public  will  scorn  to  punish  ?  if  it  proceed  from 
corruption,  it  will  show  that  they  ought  no  longer  to  be 
trusted.  When  proof  of  this  is  produced,  none  will  be 
more  ready  than  myself  to  pronounce  a  verdict  of  guilty. 
But  idle  suspicion,  and  worse  than  idle  rumour,  shall 
never  influence  my  judgment. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  turn  my  attention  to  some  re- 
marks made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.] He  expresses  great  anxiety  that  the  House 
should  get  rid  of  this  matter.  I  have  already  expressed 
my  willingness  to  do  so  ;  and  the  reasons  which  prevent- 
ed me  from  giving  my  vote  with  that  view.  We  have 
heard  something  about  the  difficulty  encountered  in  ef- 
fecting concert  of  action  among  those "  with  M'hom  he  is 
politically  associated,  whilst  the  opposite  party  take  no 
leap  in  the  dark.  His  words,  I  believe,  were,  that  "  I 
see  one  of  the  parties,  with  the  very  great  man  to  whom 
he  before  alluded,  perfectly  willing,  no  doubt,  to  throw 
upon  us  the  responsibility  for  whatever  is  done  here,  sit- 
ting perfectly  still,  steadfast,  silent,  and  demure,  bring, 
ing  forward  no  proposition  whatever  ;  I  see  the  other 
party  throwing  out  proposition  after  proposition.  The 
opposite  party  never  commits  itself,  until  after  a  night's 
reflection."  If  these  remarks  were  intended  to  apply  to 
the  case  which  the  gentleman  was  discussi.ig,  I  must  re- 
mark that  he  has  certainly  not  attended  to,  or  that  he  has 
forgotten  the  manner  in  which  the  resolutions  have  so  far 
progressed.  Does  not  that  gentleman  know,  tluit,  when 
they  were  first  offend,  and  the  gentleman  who  introduc- 
ed them  had  given  his  views  on  the  subject,  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  immediately  announced  to  the  House,  that  the 
period  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  resolutions  had 
expired  $  and  that  we  were  then  to  commence  upon 
other  business  ?  And  so  immediately  afler  the  gentle- 
man who  had  been  speaking  had  taken  his  seat,  was  this 
annunciation  made,  that  some  of  the  reporters  ran  into  a 
mistake,  in  supposing  that  he  had  not  concluded  his  re- 
marks. What  opportunity,  then,  had  the  friemls  of  the 
Administration  to  express  either  their  views  on  the  reso- 
lutions, or  to  vote  for  them  ?  1  will  not  say  that  there 
has  been  any  anxiety  on  the  side  of  either  party,  as  a 
party,  to  avoid  the  proposed  inquiry.  Yet,  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Uakdolph]  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  with  the 
avowed  design  of  disposing  of  it  for  this  session, ^forty- 
seven  only  voting  for  it,  and  of  that  number,  (I  believe 
only  six  Administration  members)  would  pfford  a  better 
pretence  for  chai^ging  them  with  such  a  djlsign.    There 
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isy  however,  no  such  charge  made.  Candor  would  not 
justify  it.  They  acted,  no  doubt,  from  honest  convic- 
tions of  the  propriety  of  the  course  which  they  pursued. 

We  were  told  by  the  same  gentleman,  [Mr.  Rahihilfh] 
tliat  he  would  oppose  any  and  every  party  who  would  im- 
pose on  this  country  any  man  as  its  Chief  Magistrate,  be- 
sides him  who  receives  the  greatest  number  orits  votes.  Is 
our  Constitution  then  a  dead  letter  f  Can  a  man  conscien- 
tiously discharge  a  duty  devolving  on  him  in  the  election 
of  a  President,  violating  neither  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
that  sacred  instrument,  and  yet  be  subjected  to  censure  ? 
That  must  be  the  gentleman's  opinion  :  for  no  man  elect- 
ed by  Congress,  can  have  received  a  minority  of  the  votes 
of  the  People  ;  otlierwise,  the  election  would  not  have 
devolved  on  Cong^ress.  I  was  truly  surprised  to  hear  such 
sentiments  avowed  ;  and  the  more  especially,  as  coming 
from  such  a  quarter.  lYhen,  on  the  last  election  of  Pre- 
sident, that  matter  was  before  Congress,  I  understood,  and 
still  understand,  that  every  member  from  Virginia  voted 
for  Mr.  Crawford,  except  two,  of  which  two  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Rahsoljph]  was  not  one.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  he  did  not  vote  for  one  man,  and  wish  another  to  be 
elected.  He  was  in  earnest  as  to  the  vote  which  he  gave, 
ami  was,  no  doubt,  anxious  fur  Mr.  Crawford's  election. 
And  yet,  according  to  his  present  declarations,  he  would 
then  have  imposed  on  this  country,  a  man,  as  its  Chief 
Magistrate,  who  had  not  received  a  majority  of  the  votes 
of  the  People  ;  yes,  and  would  now,  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, had  he  been  elected,  been  found  opposed  to  his 
administration,  for  that  reason  only,  if  not  for  other  re»- 
son<i. 

He  seems  to  labor  under  a  conv'ction,  that,  under  this 
Administration,  there  is  much  to  censure,  and  great 
abuses  to  correct ;  but  he  will  not  work  like  a  galley- 
slave  at  the  oar,  when  the  helmsman  who  steers  the  ship 
can,  at  any  time  he  pleases,  run  it  on  a  shoal.  And  is  tiiis 
his  course  ?  Is  this  coirect  doctrine — thai  a  member  of 
this  House,  elected  by  his  constituents  to  aid  in  the  de- 
liberations of  the  national  councils,  sliall  give  no  aid  in  ef- 
fecting even  desirable  objects,  because  he  did  not  obtain 
his  choice  in  the  election  of  a  President }  Because  there 
is  a  helmsman  steering  the  ship,  who  may  (not  who  has) 
run  it  upon  a  shoal !  Will  he  refuse  to  correct  what  he 
seems  to  consider  as  alarming  evils,  because  it  may  be 
prevented  by  the  weight  of  the  Executive  ?  When  did 
the  present  Executive  interpose  his  influence  to  prevent 
the  correction  of  any  errors  or  abuses  ?  Were  he  to  at- 
tempt it,  does  not  every  man  of  common  sense  perceive, 
that  it  would  at  once  prostrate  him  ?  It  cannot,  therefore, 
be  imagined,  that  he  would  venture  on  such  a  step.  But 
the  gentleman  is  content  to  remain  in  the  minority  on  tliis 
question  ;  he  was  in  a  small  minority  under  the  first  of 
tlie  present  dynasty.  May  I  be  permitted  to  enquire  of 
him,  under  what  Administration,  at  some  period,  be  was 
not  in  a  small  minority  ?  He  has  never  known  but  one 
Administration  in  which  the  Chief  Magistrate  was  willing, 
in  good  faith,  to  give  up  the  Executive  patronage,  and 
that  was  the  first  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  What  would  he 
say  about  the  last  Administration  of  that  great  man  f 
Where  was  the  gentleman  then  found  ?  Was  he  in  the 
small  minority  of  which  he  npw  speaks  ? 

The  gentleman  seems'unwilliug  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity of  saying  any  thing  to  sustain  a  sinking  cause.  *'  He 
should  call  on  the  present  men  in  power  for  nothing  which 
would  enable  them  to  affect  the  question,  now  at  issue, 
between  them  and  the  United  Slates."  **It  would  be  a 
call  on  those  who  had  been  improperly  put  in  power,  to 
protect  their  political  lives."  Shall  insinuations  then  be 
made,  shall  charges  be  levelled  against  the  Administra- 
tion, and  is  the  gentleman  unwilling  to  hear  them  speak 
In  vindication  of  their  conduct  ?  Are  these  his  views  of 
justice  ?  If  it.be  a  sinking  cause — if  they  arc  drowning 
men  catching,  at  straws,  let  them  at  least  have  a  fair  trial. 


The  gentleman  is  willing  to  correct  abuses,  but  this  is 
not  the  proper  period  to  commence.  We  have  heard  it 
iterated  and  reiterated  from  various  parts  of  the  Hou<e, 
that  this  is  not  the  accepted  time.  When  will  that  glo- 
rious period  arrive  ?  Each  moment,  it  aeems  to  mc, 
would  be  an  accepted  time  to  commence  so  good  a  work. 
No,  the  gentleman  wishes  to  pass  the  appropriation  bills, 
and  go  home.  Shall  we  then  pass  those  bills  in  the  shape 
in  which  they  are  usually  passed,  and  go  home,  thereby 
putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  very  men,  who^  if  we  cre- 
dit the  suspicions  entertained,  are  abusing  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them,  to  continue  those  abuses  ?     Surely  not. 

To  expedite  the  approach  of  this  most  desirable  period, 
when  we  can  commence  in  good  earnest,  and  without  the 
fear  of  being  foiled  in  our  attempts,  at  reforni,  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  all  the  strength  and  force  of  his  parf/v  all 
the  rays  of  their  light,  brought  into  a  focuj^  and  made  to 
bear  on  this  single  point.  Although  he  would  no^  indi- 
cate more  plainly  than  he  had  done,  what  period  Y^e  aV 
luded  to,  a  Yankee  could  no  doubt  guess  it.  Wlien  it 
arrives,  he  would  have  us  to  believe  that  all  will  go  oo 
smoothly ;  every  abuse  will  then  be  corrected ;  no  weiffbt 
of  the  Executive  Department  will  throw  in  an  obstacle. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  People  of  the  United  States  are  not  to 
be  gulled  by  thb  kind  of  cooing.  This  kissing  of  the 
People,  this  mode  of  winning  the  hearts  of  men,  has  brcn 
practiced  from  the  earliest  accounts  of  electioneer^s: 
which  we  have  in  history,  sacred  or  profane.  •*0  tJfail 
were  made  a  judge  in  the  land,  that  every  man  that  b'Ji 
cause  or  suit  might  come  unto  me,  anil  I  would  do  Ln 
justice."  It  has  worn  ihread-bare.  There  Is  not  !':>■ 
man  in  the  country  so  ignorant tliat  he  cannot  read  thrc.  :i 
it  as  through  a  cobweb. 

The  gentleman  speaks  of  the  Administration  parnr  Krt 
as  a  disciplined  phalanx.    Let  me  tell  him,  sir,  tbkt  t  ^ 
not  here  alone  he  will  have  to  contend  against  w\u:  ii 
terms  a  disciplined  phalanx.     They  are   to  be  fbuni .: 
every  part  of^the  Union,  and  if  I  do  not  most  egregisosy 
misconstrue  the  signs  of  the  times,  in   the  gentleT>»'-i 
own  State,  he  will  have  to  contend  there  with  force  s^^rz 
in  number,  and  powerful  for  talents  and  respec*a  •  >/ 
There  is  yet  much  to  be  effected,  befbre  this  greati)  u^ 
sired  period  shall  arrive.     I  believe  that  it  never  wik  I 
pray  most  fervently  that  it  never  may  arrive.   But,  sir,  it'a 
this  I  am  deceived — Ah  rae,  Mr.  Speaker  !   it  will  j*  i 
sad  day  $  not  for  you,  sir,  but  for  many  who  now  be^^"  r.'. 
Not  that  I  feel  any  deep  interest  in  it.     It  is  ven-  cc^* 
that  I  shall  never  witness  it.    No,   I  do  not  wish  t> ft 
here,  to  witness  the  long  faces  and  the  \<VTy  faces,  a).*' 
on  every  side  will  be  eAibited.     I  have  long  since  rci* 
up  my  mind,  iji  such  an  e%'ent,  not  to  approach  narvT  • 
UxAi)  Quarters  than  did  a  certain  gpentleman  frr-n:  K*- 
ryland,  during  the  last  war,   to  the  enemy — agesiSe^J" 
at  one  time  well  known  on  this  floor,  for  his  wixittis^J  ^ 
humor,  who  said,  that,  as  they  approached,  hc^^^i^'^-'^ 
to  the  top  of  Chinquepin  Hill,  and  peeped  over  tf.^^ 
If,   however,  I  should  change  my  determination,  m  tz» 
tion  to  tliis  matter,  and  be  disposed   under  such  cjcj> 
stances  to  visit  Washington,   it  would   be  an  indul^r'sa 
of  curiosit}-,  sheer  curiosity,-  to  behold  the  g^ntlenan  rca 
Virginia  [Mr.  Has  DO  LPu]  completely  happy — (for  U> 
light  to  see  others  happy,  even  when  not  so  mysciP-U 
the  entire  prostration  of  those  abominable  political  j^^ 
sies,  which  infect  certain  i>arts  of  the  United  Siaic=s  ^^ 
manifest  themselves  in  a  wish  tu  see  the  cause  of  Ir.i'.rsl 
Improvements  flourish,  and  that  their  Domestic  Maru'ifr 
tures  should  be  encouraged  and  protected  against  fv:c  |« 
competition — heresies  which,   it  seems,    have,  for  vfA^; 
past,  disturbed  his  repose  by  day,   and   hauntctl  h'"* 
visions  by  night,  striding  before  his  disordered  imjuT* 
tion  in  shapes  more  terrific   than  did  the  ev;lgeul"»^ 
Brutus,  before  him,  when  it  told  him,   *■  We  meet  ^c^i* 
at  Philippi."    1  say  it  would  be  matter  of  curiosity  tc  »* 
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the  gentleman,  for  once  in  his  life,  satisfied  with  himself 
andallaround  him,  exclaiming:,  in  the  fullness  of  his  heart, 
for  he  oAen  favors  us  with  long  quotations  from  the  La- 
tin Classics  : 

<*Drti9  nobid  hec  otia  fbcit ; 
KamqTie  crit  illc  m>lii  Mm  per  Deu*.    Iltiaa  aram, 
Scei>e  tener  nostrit,  ab  ovillibus  imbuet  acnua." 

But  I  may  be  answered  that  this  cannot  be  ;  that  it 
would  be  too  glaring*  a  departure  from,  too  palpable  a  con- 
iradiction  to,  sentiments  once  entertained,  and  opinions 
expressed,  on  the  same  subject  No  matter,  sir.  Let  it 
produce  no  surprise.  It  will  all  be  entirely  natural ;  for, 
in  proportion  to  the  hardness  of  heart  of  an  impenitent 
sinner,  is  alwa}'s  the  zeal  manifested  after  conversion.  I 
will  detain  the  tiouse  no  longer. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  participated  in  this  debate — already  too  much  pro- 
tracted— but,  having  expressed  to  some  of  his  friends 
the  intention  of  voting  against  the  resolution,  and  hav- 
ing been  induced  by  subsequent  occurrences,  to  al- 
ter that  determination,  he  conceived  it  due  to  himself,  and 
to  that  character  for  consistency  which  it  had  ever  been 
his  pride  to  maintain,  to  assign  briefly  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  him  to  adopt  a  course  different  from  bis 
first  intention. 

When  the  rcscjlution  was  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [said  Mr.  W.]  I  had  resolved  to  vote 
against  it — not  that  I  was  opposed  to  retrenchment  or  the 
reform  of  any  abuses  whic!)  might,  by  possibihty,  exist  m 


g«st  to  my  friends— political  friends  I  mean — for  t  have 
the  pleasure  of  claiming  many  personal  friends  on  this 
floor,  with  whom  I  am  not  politically  associated— that  ev- 
ery amendment  should  be  withdrawn  which  has  been  of- 
fered by  them,  and  that  we  afford  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  every  facility  he  can  desire,  by  adopting  hii 
original  resolution,  or  the  modification  offered  by  him,  as 
he  may  prefer.  This  is  not  an  inquiry  of  our  seeking,  and 
let  us  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  gentlemen  to  sa^  that 
we  fritterea  down,  or  in  any  way  embarrassed  the  mqui-^ 
ry  they  had  proposed.  Let  tlie  whole  responsibility  rest  ' 
where  it  should.  For  my  own  part,  I  will  vote  agninst 
every  proposition,  eitherin  the  way  of  amendment  or 
substitute,  which  does  not  originate  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  or  his  political  friends. 

One  word.  Sir,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, in  relation  to  the  institution  at  West  Point,  and  I  am 
done.  Having  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  attendmg  an 
examination  at  the  Military  Academy,  I  will  take  the  li- 
berty of  stating  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  by  that 
visit.  Without  having  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  foreign 
travel,  and  of  making  a  comparison  of  this  with  simiUr 
institutions  of  other  nations,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that, 
in  regard  to  discipline,  and  indeed  the  whole  economy  of 
its  arrangements  and  conduct,  it  is  not  excelled  by  any 
institution  in  the  world.  Sir,  it  is  a  noble  mo ou meat  of 
the  hberal  and  enlightened  policy  of  this  Nation  It 
richly  deserves,  instead  of  reprobation,  the  fostering  care 
and  protection  of  the  Government.  Young  men,  from 
the  Administrjition  of  the  General  Government,'  but  be-  (every  State  of  this  widely  extended  empire,  are  brought 


cause  I  did  not  believe  that  any  valuable  results  to  this  na 
tion  could  grow  out  of  such  inquiry,  and  because  I  did  not 
then,  nor,  do  I  now  imagine,  that  any  abuses  exist,  which 
require  the  intervention  of  this  House,  or  which  this  inqui- 
ry is  calculated  in  any  manner  to  reform.  I  considered  it 
merely  as  the  redemption  of  a  pledge,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  mformed  us  he  had  given  to  his  con- 
stituents.  But  in  the  latitude  which  has  been  allowed  in 
'    this  debate,  sentiments  have  been  expressed  by  gentle- 
men, distin^ished  for  their  talents,  high  in  the  estimation 
of  the  public,  and  high  in  the  confidence  of  their  party. 
What  are  the  declarations  they  have  made.  Sir  ?    That 
this  is  not  the  time  for  reform  ;  ihat  the  clouds  which 
now  obscure  the  political  horizon  must  be  chased  away 
by  the  rising  of  another  and  a  brighter  sun-— an  evident 
allusion  to  the  election  of  another  President — tliat  you 
have  nothmg  to  hope  for  or  expect  from  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, in  aid  of  your  patriotic  exertions  to  effect 
reform.     Sir,  the  imputation  has  g^one  fortli  to  the  world, 
under  the  sanction  ef  high  authority,  tliat  abuses,  if  not 
corruption,  does  exist,  and  that  any  attempt  at  their  ex- 
posure would  prove  unavailing,  as  you  could  expect  no 
co-operation  from  the  rulers  of  this  nation,  who  are  thus 
pronounced  too  corrupt,  too  much  wedded  to  their  own 
sinister  views,  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  the  g^d  of  the 
nation.  So  hr.  Sir,  we  have  heard  nothing  but  allegations, 
'without  the  semblance  of  proof:  for  all  the  evidence  which 
has  been  attempted  to  be  produced,  has  been  ably  met, 
and  triumphantly  refuted,  without  the  aid  of  any  inquisi- 
tion. 

Sir,  I  believe  this  Administration  to  be  as  pure,  as  pa- 
triotic, as  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  nation,  as  far  re- 
inovcd  from  che  suspicion  of  corruption,  as  any  which 
ever  has,  ayt.  Sir,  and  as  ever  will  preside  over  the 
destinies  of  this  Republic ;  and  that,  like  gold,  the 
oftener  assayed,  the  brighter  it  will  shine.  Sir,  the 
Administration  fear  no  inquiry  or  scrutiny,  however  ri- 
^id,  either  in  relation  to  the  disbursements  of  public 
money,  or  the  discharge  of  the  duties  appertaining 
to'  their  offices  «  neither  do  their  friends  entertain  a  fear 
on  their  account.  On  the  contrary  ve  invite  and  chal- 
lenge the  fullest  and  freest  invcstir&ticn  :  and.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  belief,  I  would  with  great  deference,  sug- 


togelherat  West  PointI  They  there  form  friendships 
which  remain  through  life';  local  jealousies  and  preju- 
dices, which  unhappily  exist  among  us,  are  conquered  ; 
and  the  itssociations  growing  out  of  this  friendly  inter- 
course has  a  most  imposing  influence  in  a  political  respect, 
by  drawing  more  closely  the  chain  which  binds  together 
this  great  Confederacy.  It  is  true.  Sir,  the  selection  of 
Cadets  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  class  of  society  ; 
nor  can  I  perceive  any  just  reason  why  it  should  be  :  for 
this  institution  was  created  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
community.  Yet  the  gentlemen  asserts,  that  none  but 
the  well-born  are  allowed  to  participate  in  its  advantages, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  sons  of  Revolutionary  fathers  and- 
widowed  mothers  ;  but  one  fact,  sir,  is  worth  a  thousand 
such  assertions  :  For  I  myself,  within  the  last  year,  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  procuring  for  the  deserving  son  of  a 
poor  widow  In  my  district,  a  warrant  of  admission  to 
that  school ;  and  I  could  instance  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  many  appointments  of  a  similar  character — 
one  paKicularly,  in  tliis  District,  of  the  son  of  an  old  Re- 
volutionary oflicer  and  poor  widow,  to  whom  the  present 
Secretary  of  War  promptly  gave  a  warrant  But,  sir,  no 
censure  can  attach  to  this  Administration  in  relation  to 
that  establishment,  it  being  almost  co-eval  with  our  Go- 
vernment I  therefore  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  by  any  farther  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Sir,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  the  officers  of  this  Administration,  have 
been  faithless  to  the  trusts  and  obligations  imposed  on 
them — that  they  have  wantonly  or  improvident ly  expend- 
ed the  public  money,  I  will  not  raise  my  voice  here,  or 
elsewhere,  to  shield  them  from  the  just  indignation  of 
an  injured  people.  Nor  will  I. now  attempt  to  defend 
them  against  insinuations,  which,  likean^nt^  faiuuSf  has 
neither  shape  nor  substance  v^ut  if  charges  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred, let  them  come  out  in  a  tangible  form— it  will  then 
be  time  to  meet  them. . 

Having,  as  I  trust,  relieved  myself  from  any  possible 
charge  of  inconsistency — being  my  principal  object  in 
rising— I  will  again,  before  I  take  my  seat,  suggest  to  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  whether  it  will  not  be  bet- 
ter to  withdraw  all  amendments  offered  by  y[em,  and  suf- 
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fer  the  gfentlemen  to  frame  iuch  a  resolution  rs  will  meet 
the  object  they  profess  to  have  in  view. 

Mr.  CHILTON  then  again  modified  his  resolutions  by 
Adding  to  the  first  as  follows  : 

"And  whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  reduce  the  pay 
allowed  to  Members  of  the  House." 

And  by  adding  the  following  as  the  fifth  resolution  : 

••  5.  Aewlvedt  also^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 
plying the  funds  of  the  Government  to  a  more  speedy 
extinguishment  of  the  National  Debt." 

Mr.  BLAKE  then  modified  the  amendment  which  he 
proposed  on  Saturday,  so  as  to  take  out  of  it  that  part  ac- 
cepted at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Doksbt, 

Mr.  INGHAM  said,  we  are  so  apt  to  be  led  astray  from 
the  question  before  the  House  b^  incidental  remarks, 
made  in  the  course  of  debate,  that  it  requires  some  effort 
to  £^t  back  to  the  real  and  proper  subject  of  discussion. 
I  conuder  it,  said  Mr.  Iitgham,  most  respectful  to  the 
House,  as  well  as  most  compatible  with  the  discharge  of 
my  duty,  at  all  times,  to  confine  myself  as  much  as  possi- 
ble to  the  discussion  of  the  matter  immediately  before 
it.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
liad  reference  to  a  general  retrenchment  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditures  of  the  Government.  As  now  modifi- 
ed, it  comprehends  the  whole  of  the  original  purpose, 
and  goes  somewhat  further ;  but,  in  neither  aspect, 
does  it  involve  the  g^eat  political  question  which  now 
aeitates  the  countr>'.  It  was,  therefore,  out  of  time  and 
place  for  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration  to 
throw  themselves  into  the  discussion  by  a  g-eneral  defence 
of  their  favorite  Administration,  before  it  was  charged. 
The  resolution  makes  no  such  charge,  nor  have  I  heard 
any  made  in  debate,  until  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
upon  an  assumption  of  his  own,  tliat  the  character  of  the 
Administration  was  to  be  tried  by  the  proposed  enquiry, 
demanded  specifications,  and  entered  upon  a  general  de- 
fence. It  was  that  course  of  debate  which  had  led  to 
this  wide  and  unnecessary  discussion.  The  resolution  be- 
fore the  House  simply  proposes  a  retrenchment  of  public 
expenditures,  without  reference  to  the  period  when  such 
a  measure  became  proper  or  necessary,  and  no  one  will 
deny  that  some  retrenchment  might  be  effected?  but  it  by 
no  means  follows  that  the  Administration  would  be  assail- 
ed by  such  a  measure.  Another  part  of  the  enquiry  pro- 
pose^i  a  specific  enquiry  as  to  the  expenditure  of  certain 
sums  of  money  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President 
and  Heads  of  Departments.  We  all  know,  that,  when  the 
law  prescribes  the  special  application  of  public  money, 
there  cannot  be  much  danger  of  a  misapplication  ?  but 
where  large  sums  are  disbursed  at  discretion,  it  is,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  fit  subject  for  the  scrutiny  of  this  House, 
and  may  fairly  be  done,  and  has  been  done  over  and  over 
again,  without  any  imputation  against  the  Administra- 
tions wlio  have  made  such  disbursements ;  if  all  has  been 
done  riglit,  they  can  have  no  just  objection  to  the  scru- 
tiny ;  if  any  thing  has  been  done  wrong,  we  have  a  right 
to  know :  for,  in  either  case,  the  information  may  be  use- 
ful to  direct  future  legislation.  Let  us  look,  for  a  moment, 
into  the  amount  of  the  sums  that  are  placed  at  the  dis- 
cretionary disposal  of  the  President  and  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments. The  proposed  inquiry  goes  back,  I  believe,  three 
years.  The  sums  appropriated  for  the  contingencies  of 
foreign  intercourse,  for  that  time,  are  as  follows  :  1825, 
*40,000;  1826,  $40,000;  1827,  $30,000— $  110,000: 
this  is  the  fund  out  of  which  the  President  may,  by  law, 
cause  to  be  paid  what  amount  he  pleases,  and  if,  in  his 
opinion,  the  public  interest  requires  it  to  be  concealed, 
he  certifies  that  fact  to  ihe  accounting  officers,  and  they 
settle  the  account  without  specification,  or  any  other 
voucher  than  the  certificate  I  have  mentioned  It  is  pro- 
per that  we  should  know  what  sums  have  been  thus  set- 
tled at  the  Tmaury.    I  would  not  invade  any  regulation 


which  may  have  been  found  expedient,  especially  in  timei 
of  war  and  difficulty,  but  the  resolation  doeinotodlfot 
the  specification,  it  only  asks  for  the  aoMMntsoeipendd. 
The  remainder  of  this  fimd,  and  the  appropriations  for 
the  contingencies  of  foreign  missions,  and  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  several  Departments,  are  required,  bj 
the  resolutions,  to  be  specified,  and  to  this  there  can  be 
no  reasonable  objection.  The  amount  appropriated  f{7 
the  "  contingencies  of  missions  abroad,"  for  the  last  three 
years,  is  $70,000,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  tb« 
Departments  $  211,845,  making  a  total  sumof  iS91,Si5, 
including  the  foreign  intercourse  fund,  which  Is  disbursed 
very  much  at  discretion.  Now,  sir,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  should  be  adopted,  itwilei- 
elude  us  from  any  knowledge  of  these  large  disburse- 
ments.  But  let  us  consider  what  his  amendment  pro- 
poses  to  do  in  place  of  the  enquiry  contemplated  Me 
resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  The  fir* 
proposition  of  the  amendment  is  to  enquire  ^\^w»n»J 
abuses  have  been  committed  by  the  President  or  ticiSs 
of  Departments,  and  what  can  that  end  in?  ShaHre 
send  a  committee  to  the  President,  to  ask  him  wjatibu^ 
he  -has  committed  ?  He  will  tell  them  in  the  first  piw 
that  he  does  not  confer  with  committees,  and  inthcoei!; 
that  he  is  not  conscious  of  abusing  his  trust,  and  u  k* 
bound  to  answer  that  question.  Will  you  send  a  coo- 
mittee  to  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  put  the  sa 
question  to  them  ?  Will  they  give  you  any  aich  \^^ 
Uon,  afkeryou  have  thus  characterized  the  object  ot.'® 
enquhy?  But  perhaps  it  may,  be  said  your  comfttK 
might  go  to  the  Clerks.  Do  we  not  know,  that,  J^  - 
last  session,  a  certain  trmnsaction  leaked  ou^  wjicfl^ 
cited  some  attention  bot^h  here  and  ^^^'^^'^rS 
wards  became  the  subject  of  a  motion  in  *«•*  "*^ 
mean  the  payment  of  $  4,500  to  John  A.  K^n?««*';^ 
fit,  as  it  has  been  aptly  called.  I  never  Iwf *' "f ^,; 
ed  how  it  got  out  $  but  soon  after  it  was  noticed  !>««.• 
heard  it  as  a  fact  of  common  conversation  «"  "f°^V 
for  myself  I  cannot  doubt  it,  that  the  ^^^^^^. 
partment  summoned  his  trembling  Clerks  bdwc^ 
and  menaced  with  immediate  dismission  whoenrt^ 
be  proved  to  have  made  the  disclosure.  I"  w^^l  * 
of  things,  what  could  be  expected  from  an  cnquiOf^ 
abuses?  It  has  been  well  said  by  the  gentlenM^^ 
South  Carolina  and  others,  that  it  mus^  end  m  J»o^. 
The  next  object  embraced  in  the  amendment  js  w^ 
ry  as  to  the  reduction  of  salaries,  *"^  .**  ^^  *Zj  <s 
can  be  dispensed  with,  and  if  any  salaries  are  J«^': 
high,  under  what  Administration  they  *««/***  Tfi 
And,  according  to  the  form  of  the  issue  n*"*"Jj^^\: 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  the  decision  of  ^^*^£V, 
to  try  the  character  of  the  Administration.  »'  ^; 
test  this  Administration  by  the  »sc«rtainment  «^  ^ 
which,  no  matter  what  it  may  be,  cannot  •"^t^js 
ministration  in  the  slightest  degree  ?  Rwasc«^*'^ 
ingenious  contrivance  of  the  gentleman  to  P'^V^. 
on  such  grounds.  If  the  suaries  should  "^  -^^i 
ed  too  high,  nor  any  offices  to  be  dispensed'^  ,^ 
Administration  would  be  acquitted  and  cntii^  ^, 
support;  but  if  some  reduction  and  di™^""^Jj^,i^; 
be  thought  proper,  then  the  next  point  P'^^^JfJIjiV 
gentleman,  is,  when  were  these  omces  **7  ,^{fi 
blished  ?  And  if  it  should  be  found  that  they  »et^,^ 
blished  before  this  Administration  came  »n^°P°*^i  ^ 
we  may  all  know  by  looking  into  the  Statute  t)<»|Jj^- 
the  Administration  would  be  acquitted,  h  ^^ ^{^^a: 
not  consent  to  any  such  a  trial,  and  will  here  *^^^,,.| 
the  Administration  are  not  responsible  for  the  »  ^ 
the  salaries— these  were  established  by  J*^:L  ?r 
number  of  officers,  whose  offices  are  created'*)'^, 
for  the  time  when  they  were  established.  ' .  jj^jl^ys 
tleman,  by  his  ingenuity,  could  get  such  a  tn*  ^^. 
proposed,  he  would  get  his  AdmioistratioD  o«^ 
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difficulties  most  easily  Indeed.      I  am  not  disposed  to 
be  drawn  into  the  discussion  of  that  question,  nor  tu  any 
trial  of  the  Administration  before  this  House.     We  might 
indeed  be  compelled  to  put  public  officers  upon  their 
trial  in  some  events,  but  we  Iiave  no  right  to  try  them 
ourselves,  but  most  especially,   I  would  not  take  the 
great  political  trial  now  j^oing  on  before  the   People  out 
of  their  hands.     It  would  be  most  unwise,  as  w«U  as  ir- 
regular,  for  this  House  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  any 
question  upon  an  appeal  from  the  People.     I  came  here 
to  assist  in  transacting  the  legislative  business  of  the 
country.  This  House  is  not  competent  to  decide  that  great 
political  question  by  any  act  which  can  grow  out  of  these 
resolutions.     Why,  then,  bring  this  discussion  here  ?  Let 
it  remain,  I  beseech  gentlemen,  before  an  intelligent  Peo- 
ple, wiiere  some,  perhaps,  of  the  most  intelligent  bodies 
of  men  ever  convened  for  such  occasions,  are  discussing 
the  subject  with  eminent  ability.     But,  sir,  if  forced  into 
this  discussion  against  my  will,  I  would  admonish  gen- 
tlemen .that  we  will  not  try  it  upon  the  salaries  of  a 
few  ofHcers,  or  their  number,  or  dates,   nor  upon  the 
amount  of   the  wages  of  members  of  Congress.      We 
must  go  muoh  deeper.     We  must  go  to  the  origin,  and 
enquire  how  they  came  into  power.     Whether  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution  had  not  been  violated  in  the  election. 
And  in  tracing  their  acts  when  in  power,  who  ever  triis 
the  Administiation  will  mainly  consider  the  quo  animo 
tliat  directed  them.     It  being  most  essential  for  an  Ad- 
ministration which  had  come  into  power  against  the  will 
'     of  a  majority  of  the  People,  to  convert  that  majority  in- 
to a  minority,  I  would  examine  the  means  used   for  this 
purpose,  and  their  connexion  with  those  transactions  by 
which  the  great  principle  upon  which  our  Government 
is  founded,  was  rendered  utterly  nugatory.     Shall  an  Ad- 
I     ministration,   thus  possessed  of  power,   be   permitted^ 
•  through  their  friends  in  this  House,  to  put  themselves  on 
trial  for  measures  that  they  are  not  responsible  for,  and 
which,  whether  found  right  or  wrong,  would  necessarily 
produce  an  acquittd  }    No,  sir,  that  cannot  be,  nor  will 
tJiey  get  their  trial  upon  any  particular  measure.     If  a 
man  should  break  into  my  house,  will  I  stop  to  make 
terms  wiUi  him,  and  yield  the  possession  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  he  will  behave  himself  civillpr  while  there  ?  No, 
sir ;  but  that  is  for  the  People  to  decide,  not  this  body. 
If,  however,  we  must  be  forced  into  the  discussion  of  these 
measures,  I  would  look  mainly  at  those  which  have  grown 
out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  election,  and»  as  1  have 
said  before,  at  the  qtto  animo  that  controlled  them.     If 
culled  upon  to  investigate  the  case  of  the  outfit  to  John 
A.  King,  I  would  look  beyond  the  act  to  the  motive 
which  may  have  led  to  it,  and  whether  it  was  not  a  part 
of  that  system  \iliich  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  dis- 
pense patronage  without  regard  to  tlie  public  service,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  ac(]uinng  power  to  control  public  opini- 
on at  the  next  election.     If  we  must  enter  inlw  a  discus- 
s-on for  the  trial  of  the  Administration,  we  must  present 
the   proper  topics  for  it,  and  not  be  drawn  aside  to  ex- 
amine the  amount  or  date  of  a  salary.     If  I  were  about 
to  ihvestigate  the  chamctcr  of  the  Mission  to  England^  I 
would  not  merely  dwell  upon  its  progress,  or  consequen- 
ces, resulting,  as  it  did,  in  the  loss  of^he  Colonial  i'rade, 
uliicb,  by  the  bye,  was  least  of  all  the  fault  of  the  Minis< 
fry — I  would  look  beyond  all  these,  and  enquire  whether 
there  were  no  antecedent  airangements  of  a  peculiar  char- 
acter that  controlled  the  transaction.     If  I  were  to  refer 
to  the  Panama  Mission,  I  would  not  indulge  a  feeling  in 
relation  to  the  agents  employed  in  it,  but  examine  it  as  it 
was,  a  piece  of  splendid  Slate  pageantry,  g^t  up  and 
prosecuted,  regardless  of  the  danger  of  an  enunglmg  po 
litical  connexion  with  foreign  Governments,  with  a  view 
not   only  to  extend  patronage,  but  to  dazzle  the  public 
n  inci  after  the  manner  and  for  the  same  purpose,  tliat  co- 
*o  nation  fetes  are  given  in  the  old  world.     If  compelled 

Vol.  IV— rr 


to  pursue  this  subject  further,  I  would  analyze  the  idea 
contained  in  a  remark  which  I  have  heard  attributed  to  a 
high  public  functionary.     When  it  was  asked  of  him,  as 
he  was  about  to  seize  the  boon  he  had  sought,  how  a  mi- 
nority could  be  changed  into  a  majority  ?  he  observed, 
«*  give  us  the  patronage,  and  we  will  make  ourselves  po- 
pular."   This  expression  speaks  volumes  :  it  admonishes 
us  where  to  look  for  tlie  transactions  upon  which  to  try 
this  Administration,  and  presents  a  clear  view  of  the  po- 
licy that  has  sought,  M'ith  so  much  solicitude  and  zeal,  to 
form  a  coalition  of  (he  State  Administrations  with  that  of 
tliis  Government.     It  would   explain  the  various  move- 
ments intended  to  combine  their  power  and  natronage 
with  that  of  the  General  Government,  against  the  popu- 
lar il^ill.     If  this  purpose  could  have  been  accomplished, 
we  should  have  seen  a  Holy  Alliance  of  power,  similar,  in 
principle,  to  that"  of  Continental  Europe,  united  to  resist 
the  infiucMice  of  public  virtue  and  popular  intelligence. 
Do  we  not  know  that  the  expenditures  of  th'is  Govern- 
ment, exclusive  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  amounts  to  about 
twelve  millions  annually  ?     What  those  of  the  State  Go- 
vernments are,  I  do  not  so  well  know.     Whatever  the 
latter  may  be,  if  they  had  been  united,  they  would  have 
controlled  the  event  of  this  great  contest^  aeainst  all  hu- 
man power  ;  thanks,  however,  to  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  the  American  People,  this  could  not  be  done. 
These  are  a  few  of  the  topics  which  will  enter  into  the 
discussion  on  this  great  trial.     But  it  would  not  stop  here. 
We  should  have  to  go  farther,  and  follow  down  into  Che 
minute  ramificatioiis  of  the  same  system  which  uses  the 
patronage,  not  for  the  public  gt>od,  but  to  convert  a  mi- 
nority into  a  majority.     It  would,  in  that  case*  be  neces- 
sary to  observe  the  measures  taken  to  get  a  control  over 
the  press,  by  means  of  the  public  money.     So  much  has 
been  said,  both  here  and  abroad,  on  this  subject,  tha(  I 
will  only  glance  at  it.    We  have  seen  presses  having  a 
large  subscription  list,  which  had.  been  employed,  in  bet- 
ter times^  to  promulgate  the  acts  of  the  Government,  in- 
directly publishing  a  paragraph  of  eulogy  in  favor  of  orie 
of  the  greatest  public  benefactors  of  our  country  now  liv- 
ing,  and  the  returning  mail,  almost  literally,  as  I  say,  the 
returning  mail  carr}'iiig  the  punbhment  for  so  gross  an  in- 
dignity  to  the  system  upon  which  the    Administration 
rests  its  hope.     We  might  trace  this  operation  even  more 
minutety,  and  find  a  Head  of  a  Department,   of  higli  re- 
sponsibility, descending  to  take  a  scanty  pittance,  not 
fi*om  a  political  adversary,  but  from  a  poor  widow  and 
her  orphan  children,  to  reward  one  of  the  moat  venal 
wt  etches,  for  the  most  venal  services  that  such  a  man 
could  render.  '  You  might  follow  up  still  further,  and  find 
the  same  venal  wretch  convicted  or  publishing  a  forgery 
so  gross,  that  it  was  denounced,  along  with  some  Of  his 
other  calumnies,  by  every  honorable  Editor  on  the  same 
side  of  the  political  question.     And,  afterwards,  we  may 
see  a  special  mamlate  from  one  of  the  Departments  of 
the  Government,  directing  the  adrertisements  for  its  sup- 
plies, &c.  to  be  given  him,  as  a  reward  for  sueh  service. 
But  enough  of  this.     Every  man  who  loves  his  country 
must  feel  ashamed  and  degraded,  when  contemplating 
such  transactions  as  these,  emanating  from  the  grana  couR< 
cils  of  this  nation. 

We  have  heard,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  of  recom* 
mendations  made  by  the  President  in  favor  of  economy. 
We  all  know  that  recommendation  and  practice  are  two 
things,  as  different  as  precept  and  example  often  ure, 
Tlicse  recommendations  were  most  appropriately  styJed, 
the  other  day,  "lofty  generalities,"  and  more  especially 
when  we  look  into  the  other  matters  recommended  in 
the  same  message,  it  would  not  be  veiy  unreasonable  to 
regard  them  as  entitled  to  about  as  much  notice  ss  ''your 
humble  servant "  at  the  bottom  of  a  letter.  Not  finding* 
however,  a  coincidence  of  recommendatiaftjuid  practice, 
inasmuch  as  no  subject  is  proposed  upottV^tcb  to  pne- 
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tice  the  economy  lecommended,  it  might,  not  unfairly* 
be  supposed,  that  the  whole  may  have  been  intended  for 
political  effect.  I  do  not  sav  so,  hut  1  think  the  inference 
is  not  unfair,  more  especially  when  I  find  a  sentiment  of  a 
very  opposite  character  contained  i«  a  letter  written  by 
Ihe  same  distin/^iished  individual,  which,  not  hatini^bf'en 
intended  for  publication,  moat  likely  expressed  the  real 
sentiments  of  tlie  writer,  and  I  am  very  sure  it  was  not  in- 
tended for  political  efft^ct.  This  letter  was  written  by 
Mr.  Adams,  from  Ghent,  to  Levitt  Harris,  then  at  St. 
Petersburgh.  lie  appears  to  have  been  giving  Mr.  Harris 
an  account  of  the  state  of  tilings  at  home  during  the  se- 
verest part  of  the  late  war.  I  find  In  it  tho  following  sen- 
tence :  **I)ividcd  among  ourselves,  more  in  passions  than 
interest,  with  half  the  nution  sold  by  their  prejudices 
and  their  ignorance  to  our  enemy,  with  a  feeble  and 
penurious  Government,  with  live  frigates  for  a  Nayy, 
and  scarcely  five  efficient  regi  ments  for  an  Army,  how 
can  it  be  expected  that  we  should  resist  the  mass  of 
force  which  that  (>igantic  Power  has  collected  to  crush 
us  at  a  blow  ?**  I  have  selected  this  sentence  on  account 
of  its  direct  bearing  on  the  point  I  was  considering.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  our  Government  was  then  struggling 
with  many  and  serious  difficulties  ;  that  it  was  carrying  on 
the  war  at  an  enormoiu  expense,  in  which  the  least  of  all 
faults  was  penuriou  jness.  The  enemy  had  beei*,  it  is  true, 
gallantly  beaten  and  driven  back  at  various  points,  hut  the 
difficuhies  threatening  us  were  still  great.  At  such  a  mo- 
ment, we  find  a  public  officer,  occupying  a  high  station 
under  the  Government  in  a  Foreign  country,  not  sympa- 
thizing with  us  in  our  difficulties,  but  anathematising  the 
Government  for  its  feebleness,  penuriousness,  and  conse- 
quent un6tness  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished. We  find,  upon  looking  into  the  documents  of 
this  House,  that  that  letter  was  written  not  longaf\erMr. 
Adams  received  notice,  from  the  then  Secretary  of  Slate, 
that  Congress,  practising  a  little  economy,  had  refused 
to  allow  him  more  than  $4,500  outfit,  for  the  Mission  in 
whicJi  he  was  associated  to  negotiate  the  peace  with  Great 
Britain.  Congress,  thougiit  an  outfit  of$4,500,  for  a  Min- 
ister already  abroad,  was  equivalent  to  tlic  allowance  of 
^9,000  made  to  the  other  Ministers,  who  lefl  their  home 
and  business,  and  made  a  distant  journey. 

[Here  Mr.  UOUSEY  inquired'what  mission  this  allow- 
ance had  been  made  for.] 

Mr.  I.  said,  I  will  give  the  gentleman  all  the  particulars, 
if  he  desires  them.  Mr.  Adams  being  resident  Minister 
at  St.  Petersburg!;,  v/as  associated  with  Mr.  Bayard  and 
Mr.  Gallatin  to  negotiate  a  peace  under  the  Russian  medi 
ation  $  under  this  appointment  which  was  made  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  }9,000  were  sent  to  him  for  an 
outfit,  not  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  to  pay  Minis- 
ters abroad,  but  another  fund,  over  vhich  the  Presi- 
dent had  then  a  temporary  discretion  ;  when  Congress 
-  met,  the  subject  was  submitted  for  their  decision,  and 
the^  refused  to  grant  more  than  4^,500  for  that  object. 
This  Mission,  it  should  be  observed,  was  subsequently 
arranged  to  negotiate  at  Glient,  I  believe,  under  a  new 
commission  j  wlitle  at  that  place,  Mr.  Adams  was  inform- 
ed of  the  decision  of  Congress  upon  his  outfit,  and  that 
he  could  not  be  allowed  more  than  $4,500  in  the  settle- 
ment of  hia  account,  upon  which  he  wrote  a  letter,  not 
very  respectful,  to  that  penurious  Congress,  in  which  he 
said  they  might  as  well  confiscate  his  property  as  take 
from  him  this  money.  Some  time  in  1821  or  '22,  Con- 
gress passed  a  .law  prohibiting  the  payment  of  salaries 
to  public  officers  who  stood  indebted  to  tlie  United 
States  on  the  books  ;  this  made  it  necessary  to  settle  th« 
account,  and  the  officer  of  the  Treasury,  refusing  to  pass 
that  sum  to  his  credit,  it  was  referred  to  the  President, 
who  referred  it  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  he  decided 
that  it  was  a  vested  right ,  upon  which  the  account  Was 
closed,  witHut  any  appropriation  having  ever  been  made 


by  law  to  pay  that  sum.  1  have  already  said,  tint  the  le: 
ter  to  Mr.  Harris  was  written  not  long  afler  the  rece  -^t 
of  the  letter  from  the  State  Department,  communic;it;r.| 
the  decision  of  Congress  ;  and  it  is  not  very  unrti^<  •. 
ble  to  suppose,  that  the  severe  denunciation  Against  * 
Government,  contained  in  the  letter  to  Harris,  was  pr 
duced  by  that  incident ;  it  g^»s  very  far  to  show,  lio« 
ever,  the  real  sentiments  of  the  writer  on  the  subject  ? 
economy. 

But,  to  return  to  the  resolution,  I  repeat  my  protH 
against  any  trial  of-the  Administration  upon  such  quc>   i 
as  it  or  the  amendment  embraces.    As  to  retrenclmtcj 
I  would  do  alt  in  my  power  to  effect  it,  butlw^crB.I 
be  instrumental  in  breaking  down  or  impairing  any  ir>' 
tution  of  the  country  which  has  been  fouijd  viliiil>Ie  cr 
necessary  to  the  public  interest,  and  *lu(c»er  mv  he 
my  opinion  of  tiie  present  Adminibtralion,  /  am  not  i' 
anxious  VP  see  those  I  think  better  of  iu  y^^sm^  ot 
the  power,  as  to  be  willing  to  iiyure  tlie  Uifit  tl  vlic 
Governnient  for  that  object ;  nor  do  I  believe  tint  pu». 
pose  would  be  |iromoted  by  such  means.   Ofte  res-:« 
as  to  the  wages  of  members  of  Congress.  lUeU^^r. 
observed  that,  when  Congress  proposes  to  make »» -? 
trenchment,   those  who  are  likely  to  beaffccud ^y'. 
contrive  to  make  it  recoil  upon  you,  by  getting  «?»" 
position,  through  some  of  their  friends,  to  red"^:);- 
own  wages— they  tell  us  to  begin  at  home,  andu  .' 
abroad  to  retrench.     From  my  own  expenencc.U 
consider  it  an  act  of  some  temerity  to  attempt ipf'- 
reduction  of  salaries,  however  necessary  >t  mj?-  •' 
whenever  you  do  this,  it  is  like  attacking  a  nest  oJIjv- 
all  are  armed  with  a  sting,  and  in  full  concert  to  ^•- 
rash  adventurer— the  better  Vay  wouldbetotatt, 
subjects  of  retrenchment  one  at  a  time,  aod  dv^ 
tlicm  in  detail  ;  you  cannot  succeed  against  ^wk- 
ses  of  men  thus  concerted ;  the  undertaking  a^ 
they  will  act  upon  you  in  a  thousand  ways;*"-- 
cannot  meet  nor  understand.    As  rcgardJ* ^"  ^ 
sation  of  Members  of  Congress,  I  would  have  w  - 
tation  in  appealing  to  the  good  sense  of  ihc  r:- 
I  will  never  appeal  to  their  passions  or  scl&JJ ' 
believing  that,  whoever  honestly  appeab  to"" - 
ligencc  will  always  be  sustained.    He  *"*^f2f 
u-lio  supposes  that  the  People  do  "^^  "'*"*';;  1 
motives  of  public  men  as  well  as  those  wnof^."  .^, 
A  member  of  Congress  now  receives,  ^x^*":^^ 
veiling  expenses,  about  as  much  annually  *?    ^; . 
Inspector  of  the  Custon.s  in  a  commercial  c'ly^^^ 
gaitl  it  as  a  mere  finesse  on  the  part  of  tliose    ^ 
defeat  the  object  of  thU  resolution,,byanycK'^  ... 
than  voting  against  it,  to  turn  us  back  to  w^J-^ 
pensation  for  a  beghining  of  ever>'  proposed  re  ^^j" 
All  know  that  it  is  a  very  delicate  matttrtotfj^^^, 
on  this  subject.  If  we  propose  to  increase  P^^^'^j  y^ 
not  avoid  the  imputation  of  selfish  '"^^'^.^f^^r:  ■ 
pose  to  reduce  it,  we  will  be  charged  w»"_^.. 
and  shrinking  from  the  responsibility  of  Toun$ 
to  our  honest  conviction.  .  ^i  * 

I  have  trespassed  too  long  upon  your  P*^'*'' j^. , 
given  a  faint  outline  only  of  a  few  of  tlic  1 1 

"        .  ....  ■'....•    j:-^..ctfO0.    ^'^ 


must  necessarily  be  drawn  into  this  discussjoo* 


^ntkiTi-  • 


men  persist  in  forcing  upon  us  what  the  g«<  .^.^^^.  • 
Indiana  has  denominated  a  trial  of  the  Ad^'  ^^j^.  j 
have  no  disposition  to  embark  in  it.    It  dO"        ,- 
t«  this  House.     But  I  can  assure  gcn"^"^'^V(j . 
such  a  trial,  the  discussion  cannot  be  con    ^^.^ 
points  upon  which  they  have  chose  n  to  put  i..^^^ 
been  unjustly  charged  with  provoking  tne   :J,,. 
We  all  know  that  it  is  not  usual  to  discuss  re»-.    , 
inquiry.     They  almost  always  pass  as  a  nwu*  ,   . 
A  proposition,  very  neaily  similar,  offered  t>) -' ^    , 
man  from    Maryland,  not  long  since,  P**^Vj.., », 
and  this  ought  to  have  gone  tlirough  m  tuc 
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It  peHtlemcn  have  chosen  to  interrupt  the  public  busi- 
•S5I,  by  discussing  a  proposition  for  mere  inquiry  ?  and 
le  responsibility  rests  with  them.  1  will  only  add,  that 
le  j^reat  political  question  which  they  have  struggled  so 
\Vi\  to  draw  into  this  House,  is  before  the  People,  and 
i  inlellig'ent  a  People  as  any  onlhe  face  of  the  crlobe. 
hey  are  fully  competent  to  understand  and  decide  it. 
\y  chief  purpose  in  rising  was,  to  protest  agjiinst  taking 
lis  question  out  of  their  hands,  or  entertaining  any  ap- 
E*al  from  such'  a  tribunal,  on  such  a  subject,  to  this 
oiiae,  when  it  is  not  forced  upon  us  by  the  Constitution. 
have  seen  one  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  American 
eople  to  the  House  of  Representatives^  but  I  hope  in 
orl  it  will  be  the  last. 

Mr.  VANCE  rose,  and  said,  that  he  had  not  intended 
•  take  dny  part  in  the  present  debate  ,•  but  he  must  be 
ermitted  to  say  that,  from  the  commencement  of  this 
^sslon,  and  throughout  its  course  until  now,  there  had 
pen  manifested  a  spirit  towards  a  certain  class  of  indi- 
idua!s,  such  as  never  had  been  exhibited  in  this  Nation, 
or,  as  he  believed,  in  any  other.  Certain  watchwords, 
^d  he  would  add,  also,  certain  countersigns,  had  taken 
le  rounds  in  a  very  significant  manner.  Tliey  had  com- 
lonced  with  a  gentleman  fr)m  Virginia  [Mr.  Randolph] 
»'hom  he  did  not  now  see  in  his  place,  at  the  time  when 
le  resolution  respecting  the  selling  out  of  our  stock  in 
tie  United  States'  Bank  was  under  discussion  ;  but  he  be- 
eved  there  were  few  at  that  moment  who  thought  them 
o  be  so  significant  as  they  had  since  been  made.  He  al- 
iidcd  particularly  to  a  remark,  so  often  made  by  certain 
rcntlemcn,  that  they  had  come  here  to  do  the  public 
msiness  and  to  go  home.  Sir,  who  his  not  come  here 
fi  do  the  public  business  ?  For  myself  I  came  heri»  to  do 
lie  public  and  the  private  business  which  might  come  be- 
t>re  me  in  this  House,  together  with  any  other  business 
n   which  my  constituents  might  wish  me  to  act,and  then 

0  go  home* 

III  the  course  of  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  in 
liis  debate,  it  has  been  alleged  that  there  is  a  certain  par- 
y  in  this  House,  who  believe  a  public  debt  to  be  a  pub- 
ic blessing.  Sir,  I  have  attended  here  now  for  seven 
cssions,  and  I  never  heard  that  sentiment  uttered  in  this 
iouse  except  by  one  gentleman,  and  he  is  now  at  the 
lead  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Sir,  I  re- 
collect it  well.  It  was  on  the  questt(m  of  retrenchment, 
»r  of  the  reduction  of  the  army,  when  that  gentleman  de- 
•Jared  that  the  public  debt  belonged  to  posterity.  He 
vas  the  only  individual  I  ever  heard  utter  such  a  senti- 
ncnt ;  ifjOthers  had,  I  have  not  heard  them. 

Tiic  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Randolph]  told  his 
Viends  that  we  of  the  Administration  party  were  a  well 
11  scip lined  phalanx,  and  that  we  never  acted  on  any 
mporlant  measure  without  a  consultation  first  had  with- 
3iit  the  walls  of  this  House.  Sir,  if  there  has  been  any 
fttich  consultation,  I  for  one  never  heard  of  it,  nor  did  1 
ever  hear  a  single  friend  of  the  Administration  suggest 
the  necessity  or  expediency  of  any  such  measure.  No, 
sir,  not  one.  If  any  such  consultation  has  been  held  the 
secret  was  kept  from  me.  What,  sir,  to  charge  upon  us 
til  at  we  sit  still  and  demure,  and  make  no  movements, 
and  leave  you  to  do  all  the  public  business  ;  Why,  sir, 
what  power  have  we  in  this  House  ]  None  at  all.  By  the 
very  organization  and  construction  of  the  committees  of 
t!iis  House,  the  Administration  party  are  debarred  from 
all  power  on  this  floor.  Sir,  when  those  committees  were 
formed,  there  were  personal  predilections  at  stake  ;  and 

1  will  say  that  such  a  proscription  was  never  witnessed 
under  this  or  any  other  Administration.  No,  sir.  No 
sucli  proscription  was  ever  seen  in  this  country.  Sir, 
whut  are  the  facts  ?  When  there  only  exists  between  the 
two  parties  a  mere  diff'erence  of  opinion,  when  neither 
party  claims  to  be  exclusively  either  the  Republican  or 
the  Democratic  party,  but  merely  because  we  difler  in 


our  judgment  as  to  a  certain  man  whom  we  think  best 
qualified  to  rule  over  the  nation,  we  have  been  proscribed 
in  the  manner  I  have  pointed  out.  And,  sir,  this  pro- 
scription is  not  merely  personal,  it  is  sectional.  In  the 
eight  committees  of  this  House,  which  may  be  justly 
termed  National  Committees,  and  who  have  all  the  most 
important  business  to  perform,  I  will  state  how  the  two 
parties  stand.  Maine  has  two  members  on  committees ; 
one  of  these  of  the  Administration,  and  one  of  the  Oppo- 
sition ;  and  has  no  Chairman  on  any  one  of  them.  New 
Hampshire  has  two  members,  both  in  favour  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. Massachusetts  has  four,  all  in  favour  of  the 
Administration.  It  has  a  chairman  in  one  of  the  commit- 
tees, but  the  nfajority  qf  the  committee  are  in  the  oppo- 
sition. Rhode  Island  has  no  member  on  either  of  those 
committees.  Connecticut  has  none.  Vermont  has  a 
member,  who  is  a  Chairnian,  in  favor  of  th«  Administra- 
tion, but  a  majority  of  the  committee  is  in  the  Opposition. 

[Mr.  KREMF.Rhere  inquired  of  the  chair,  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  in  order  in  thus  arraigning 
the  appointment  of  the  committees  ? 

The  SPEAK  BR  replied  that  he  was.  He  was  making 
statements  which  (he  Chair  presumed  he  intended  to 
bring  to  bear  upon  the  general  argument.] 

Mr.  VANCE  replied  that  he  did  so  intend,  and  then 
proceeded  with  his  statement.  New  Jersey  has  one 
member  of  these  committees,  and  he  is  for  the  Adminis- 
tration. New  York  has  six  members  on  these  commit*  . 
tees,  three  for  the  Administration,  three  in  the  opposi- 
tion, and  one  chairman.  Pennsylvania  has  six  members, 
four  in  the  Opposition  and  two  for  the  Administration. 
Delaware  has  none.  Maryland  has  three,  all  for  the 
Administration.  Virginia  has  two  chairmen  of  these 
committees  and  six  members,  all  in  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  M'DUFFIE  here  rose  to  order.  He  said"  he  wa« 
aware'  of  all  the  delicacy  of  that  situation  in  which  the 
Speaker  was  placed,  and  he  wished  to  ask  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  appeal  from  the  decision  just  now 
given  in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  1  wish  that  the  House  should  take  upon  itself  the 
responsibility  of  determining  whether  this  debate  shall 
go  on  or  not. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  he  should  not  pronounce 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  out  of  order.  His  remarks,  so 
far,  in  relation  to  the  political  and  geographical  organi- 
zation of  some  of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  House, 
were  of  too  general  a  character  to  justify  the  Chair  in 
pronouncing  them  out  of  order.  Whatever  the  motives  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  might  be,  it  was  not  for  the 
Speaker  to  decide ;  nor  could  he  anticipate  the  particu- 
lar application  which  that  gentleman  intended  to  g^ve 
to  his  argument.  The  Chair,  therefore,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  was  not  otit  of  order,  and  might  proceed. 

Mr.  M'DUFFIE  appealed  from  this  decision  to  the 
House,  and  said,  he  would  state  the  ground  of  his  ap- 
peal. The  proposition  liefore  the  House,  [said  Mr. 
M*D.]  involves  simply  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  retrenchment  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. No  remarks  of  any  member  of  the  House,  so  far 
as  I  recollect,  has  had  reference  to  any  other  subject 
but  this.  The  member  from  Ohio,  now  goes  into  an  in« 
qulry  relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Committees  of 
this  House,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  have  been  discharged.  Now,  I  submit  to  the 
House  whether  it  would  not  be  as  much  in  order  to  go 
into  an  exammfftion  of  a  project  of  a  gentleman  from  his 
own  Slate,  to  get  into  a  hole  at  the  North  Pole.  It  has 
no  manner  of  connexion  with  the  subject  before  the 
House,  and  1  trust  the  House  will  decide  whether  we 
arc  to  be  disgraced  in  the  public  estimation  by  proceed- 
ing in  axliscussion  which  now  assumes  a  character,  that 
cannot  but  degrade  this  body  before  the  natleiu 
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The  SPEAKER  now  stated  tlic  qtiestion  upon  the 
appeal,  in  tlie  usual  form,  viz.  "Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgftnent  of  the  llou^e  }" 

Mr.  CHILTON  now  said,  that  it  might  he  incumbent 
upon  him  to  speak  fur  a  moment  to  the  question  of  or- 
der. He  really  begged  leave  of  the  House  to  make  a 
few  reiparks.  He  would  state  as  an  additional  reason 
why  be  nippoaed  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ought  to  be 
revened,  that  the  proposition  now  in  discussion,  was 
not  embraced  in  the  resolutions.  He  considere<1  him- 
•elf  aa  capable  to  (lecide  on  this  question  aa  any  other 
member  could  be,  since  he  had  himself  given  origin  to 
the  reaohitiont.  I  would  not  have  remarks  put  into  my 
iQouth,  which  I  never  contemplated.  As  Ine  character 
of  the  Administration  is  not  included  in  my  reaohittons, 
it  is  not  in  order  to  discusi  it. 

Mr.  CARTER  said,  that  it  could  not  have  escaped  tlie 
obaervmtion  of  the  House,  that  the  object  of  this  rehear- 
sal, on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  irom  Ohio,  was  not 
merely  to  impugn  the  impartiality  of  the  Chair,  but  to 
sustain  the  charge  of  proscription  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced* and  to  show  that  the  preaidiqji  Officer  of  this 
House  had  so  iar  forgotten  his  duty,  as  to  organize  the 
Committees  with  a  view  to  embarrass  the  Government. 

The  CHAIR  here  interposed,  and  reminded  the  gen- 
leman  that  an  appeal  was  not  debatable. 

The  question  then  being  about  to  be  put — 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio^  demanded  that  it  should  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

It  waa  so  ordered  by  the  House — ayes  40,  noes  120 — 
(ooe-fif\h  being  sufficient  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays, ) 

Upon  which,  Mr.  BARTLETT  moved  an  adjournment. 

TusssAT,  Jajtuart  29,  1828. 
The  House  resumed  the  considerstion  of  Mr.  Cbii^- 
TOx*s  resolutions,  with  the  smendments  proposed  (here- 

tOb 

The  auestion  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  McDuppiz  was  pro- 
pounded  from  the  Chair,  when  the  House  affirmed  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker,  yeas  91,  nays  62— «nd  Mr, 
VANCB  again  took  the  floor.  On  resuming  his  re- 
marks- 
Mr.  VANCE  said,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  the  House,  I  trust  1  shall  be  pennitted  to 
say  that  my  mdtives  in  bringing  the  organization  of  the 
committees  before  this  House,  have  been  totally  mirtcon- 
ceived.  I  am  the  last  man  on  this  floor  that  would  un- 
necessarilv  bring  this  or  any  other  matter  before  this 
House,  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  its  presiding 
officer,  and  towards  you,  sir,  personally,  no  such  feeling 
exists.  In  doing  what  I  have  done,  and  was  continuing 
to  do,  when  called  to  order  by  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  M*DDrpiK]  I  was  doing  nothing  more 
than  stating  a  historical  fact — the  organization  of  tlie 
House — which  fact  was  necessary  to  meet  and  repel  the 
aivuments  of  the  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rasdclph] 
which  could  be  met  in  no  other  way.  In  speaking  of 
the  friends  of  the  Administration,  the  member  from 
Virginia  says,  *«  I  see  one  of  these  parties,  perfectly 
willing,  no  doubt,  with  the  very  great  man  to  whom  1 
have  before  alluded,  to  throw  upon  us  the  responsibility 
for  whatever  is  done  here :  sitting  perfectly  still,  stead- 
fast, silent,  and  demure,  bringing. forward  no  proposition 
whatever.  I  see  the  other  party  throwing  out  projKJsition 
after  proposition.  The  opposite  party  never  commits 
itself  until  after  a  night's  reflection.  And  what  is  the 
consequence  ?  Though  I  believe  a  minority,  they  so  man* 
age  matters  as  to  constitute  an  effective  majority  of  this 
House ;  and  then  throw  on  os  the  responsibility  of  their 
own  measures.  Sir,  this  is  a  new  sort  of  political  jus- 
tice." 

This  IS  the  language  of  the  member  from  Virginia, 
which  it  is  ngr  purpose  to  meet  and  repel.     What,   Sir, 


we  embarrassing  legislation  on  this  floor  by   <»nsulti. 
tion  !     If  so,  we  deserve  the  proscription  and  denunc'a- 
tion  of  all  honest  men,  -of  all  parties  :  for  I  b&ve  no  hfr«i. 
tation  in  saying,   that   whenever   the  legislation   of  ih:^ 
House  is  deci<led  by  caucusses  ami  consultations^   secret 
or  open,   the  days  of  the  Republic  will  be  numbered , 
and  whenever  I  am  convinced  that  a  party  is  acting  in  UiU 
manner,  it  sliall  cease  to  be  my  party  ;  I  would  not  oo/j 
desert  it,  but  I  would  despise  myself  if  1  did  not  denonm^ 
and  expose  it.     Sir,  if  I  could  have  believed,  for  a  ie4> 
ment,  tliat  an  expose  ot  the  organization  of  the  Cc?b> 
mittees  would   have   produced   so   much    sensibiiity,  ( 
would  not  liave  arrayed  them  before    tliis    House   a&. 
nation.       I  will  not  say.  Sir,    if  I  filled  the  place  that 
you  do,  and  under  the  circumstances  in  which  yoii  *tc  plsc- 
ed,  with  all  the  passion  and  prejudice  givwing'  our  of  a 
desperate  political  conflict,  that  I  would  not  bxre  done 
as  you  have  thought  it  your  duty  to  do.    No,  Scr  ;  it  » 
not  what  you  have  done,  that  I  am  coiiiplamaii^«]^\btiit 
it  is  that  we  of  the  Administration  party  should  be  divvi- 
ed of  political  power,  and  then  chai^d  with  neglect  of 
doty  for  not  exercising  it 

One  word.  Sir,  as  it  regards  the  member  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  McDvrriR]  at  the  head  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.     It  may  be  considered  by  soraetbit 
I  take  exceptions  to  his  appointment.     Not  so.     In  l^ 
legislative  character  he  has  always  shewn  himself  ib(»tc 
party.     And  although  he  is  the  only  man   upon  eanb, 
with  v'hom  I  am  acquainted,  between  whom  and  isjsc^' 
there  is  ah  entire  aeparation,  yet,   with   all    the  poiitiaJ 
passion  existing  between  us,  I  have  always  done  jmisx 
to  his  talents  and  integrity  as  a  legisUtor,    and  wiJ]  ay 
here,  what  1  have  said  elsewhere,  that  I  would  luve  r^a 
obj(*ctions  to  his  filling  the  place  he  now  doesusder 
any  Administration.     No,  Sir  ;  it  ia  a  rule   of  my  Lie  ts 
do  justice,  regfardless  of  passion  or  parly,  to  my  polrt^ 
adversaries.     I  never  heard  a  foul  calumny  charged  apca 
a  political  opponent,  knowing  it  to  be  such,    but  vhJt  1 
met  and  repelled  it  with  indignation,  and  the  worM  tiui 
knows  me,  knows  that  this  is  my  practice.      And,  Si:,  I 
observe  the  same  course  in  defence  of  a   friend.    And 
when  I  cease  to  have  these  feelitigs,  or  to  act  upon  ibest 
principles,  in  my  opinion,  I  shall  no  longer  be  worthy  of  i 
seat  on -this  floor.     Unhappily  1  have  come  in  coUxsk-o, 
politicall}',  witi)  many  men,  but  I  have  never  written  anj 
thing  about  any  man,  but  what  I  am  willing  should  be  pit: 
forth  to  the  world  in  the  broad  face  of  day.     No  dark  and 
mysterious  letters  and  essays  have  ever  been  produced  by 
my  pen.     What  I  have  to  say  of  men  politically,  I  saj  k 
here  on  this  floor,  where  I  am  liable  to  be  met  face  is 
face.     I  have  strong  passions  to  combat ;  they  liave  biea 
aggravated  by  persecution  and  abuse.     And  I  confess  I 
was  forcibly  struck  some  days  since,  at  the  sensbilin  d 
the  member  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.    Mc1>ctfie]  oj;  a 
charge  of  insincerity,  in  the  National  Journal,  relaUveio 
the  debate  on  the  sale  of  the  Government  Stock  in  the 
Bank  of  (he  United  States.     His  sensibility  did  credit  to 
liis  feelings.  Of  the  injustice  of  the  charge,  I  do  not  doubt; 
but,  before  the  deprecation  of  this  member,  relative  to 
the  Goveniment  paper  making  this  charge  against  bioi, 
had  ceased  to  sound  in  my  ear — indeed,  1  believe  the 
very  next  morning— I  found  myself  togetlier  with  the  Ohio 
Delegation,  denounced  as  traitors,  for  preferring  one  in- 
dividual  to  another  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  tliis  nation. 
Yes,  Sir;  here  was  a  Government  paper,  edited  by  an  offi- 
cer of  this  Congress,  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  goading 
men  to  desperation,  and  exulting  and  glorying  in  his  suc- 
cess. 

[Here  the  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentlemen  that  it  vas 
not  in  order  to  notice  the  debates  and  proceedings  uf  the 
Senate.] 

Mr.  V.  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to  transgress  the 
rules  of  this  House  ;  that  he  had  not  referred  to  the 
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ther  branch  of  the  Legislature,  but  to  an  officer  of  that 
ranch. 

ilefpre  T  proceeci«  I  wish  to  say  one  word  to  the  member 
'om   South  Carolina,  [Mr.   Cartbii]  whose  friendship 
has  been  my  good  fortune  to  enjoy  from  our  tirst  ac- 
uaintance  until  the  present  time.  In  his  remarks,  on  yett" 
nrcUy,    he  appears  to  have  taken  up  tlie  idea  that  my 
itention  was  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Speaker.     From 
vhat  I    have  said  to-day,  I  hope  he  is  convinced  of  his 
nisappreliensiun.    The  sectional  organization  to  which  I 
cferred,  was,  I  confess,  principally  directed  to  the  Judi- 
:iary   Connmittee.     The  People  of  the  Western  States 
eel  a  lively  interest  in  having  the  Judicial  System  benefi- 
:ially  extended  to  the  Wej»tern  States  The  President  re- 
zommends  it  in  his  message  to  Congress.  A  hi\\\  passed  this 
I  louse  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  that  would 
liave  been  satisfactory,  but  for  some  cause  to  me  unknown, 
it  was  so  amended  in  the  Senate,  that  its  friends  were 
compelled  to  vote  against  it.     We  are  to  this  period  of 
the  Session  without  a  report.  It  is  plainly  to  be  seen  that 
our  ^evances  are  not  to  be  remedied,  but  they  are  to  be 
continued  another  and  anotheryear.  I  take  no  exceptions 
to  the  men  that  compose  the  Committee ;  indeed,  the 
member  at  the  head  of  it  is  as  conscientious  and  honest  a 
legislator,  in  my  humble  opinion,  as  there  is  on  this  floor 
or  in  this  nation.    But  I  speak  of  facts,  and  them  I  have 
a  right  to  speak  of.     And  one  fact  is,  that  five  outT)f  se- 
ven of  the  present  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  from 
the  Southern  or  the  slave-holding  States  ;  and  another  is, 
that  five  out  of  seven  of  the  Committee  are  from  the  same 
States  ;  and  another  fact  is,  that,  if  the  bill,  as  amended 
by  the  Senate  in  the  last  Congress,  shall  be  reported  and 
passed,  eight  out  of  ten  of  these  Judges  may,  and  probably 
will,  be  from  those  States. 
[Here  the  SPEAKEU  called  to  order.] 
Mr.  V.  said,  he  would  always  cheerfuHy  submit  to  th6 
decision  of  the  Chair.     He  spoke  of  facts,  he  intended  to 
speak  freely,  but  not  disrespectfully  ;  he  knew  his  own 
feelings    and  his  liability  lo  err,  but  no  man,  on  being 
convinced  of  error,  would  with  more  cheerfulness  and 
promptness  do  justice  to  others.     He  said,  he  would  now 
proceed  to  complete  what  he  was  at  when  called  to  order 
on  yesterday.  If  he  recollected  right,  he  was  at  the  State 
of  Virginia.     That  State  has  two  Chairmen,  six  members, 
all  in  the  Oppoation.     North  Carolina  has  no  member  on 
either  of  these  Committees.     South  Carolina  has  two 
Chairmen,  six  members,  all  in  the  Opposition  ;  Georgia 
has  t«vo  members,  both  in  the  Opposition  ;  Tennessee  has 
one  chairman,  four  members,  all  m  the  Opposition  ;  Ken- 
tucky has  two  members,  both  in  the  Opposition  ;  Ohio 
has  four  members,  one  in  the  Opposition,  and  three  for 
the  Administration  ;  Louisiana  has  three  members,  one 
in  the  Opposition,  and  two  for  the  Administration ;  Illinois 
has  one  member  in  the  Opposition  ;  Indiana  has  one  mem- 
ber ;  Mississippi  has  one  member  in  the  Opposition  ;  Al- 
abama has  one  member  in  the  Opposition  ;  Missouri  has 
no  member  on  either  of  these  committees.  On  these  com- 
mittees, there  are  fifty  six  members— thirty  four  in  the  Op- 
position, and  twenty-two  for  the  Administration  ;  and, with 
this  strong  organization  against  us,  we  are  ciiided  by  the 
member  m>m  Virginia  with  silting  demurely  and  silently, 
taking  no  part  in  legislation,  making  no  proposition,  but 
pouncing  upon  theirs — relieving  ourselves  of  responsibili- 
ty, and  ungenerously  throwing  it  upon  our  adversaries.  Sir, 
this  is  not  a  matter  of  our  seeking  {  and  if  gentlemen  find 
themselves  unequal  to  the  task  they  have  undertaken,  do 
not  let  them  blame  us  with  their  misfortunes. 

The  member  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RAHDOLrH]  asks  who 
it  was,  in  the  other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature, 
that  voted  against  extending  our  laws  and  giving  protec- 
tion to  the  citizens  of  Louisiana.  This  allusion,  sir,  is 
directed  against  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who, 
it  appears,  had,  at  that  time,  the  same  constitutional! 


scruples  relative  to  this  business,  that  were  entertained 
by  Jefferson,  and  many  others  of  the  most  worthy  men 
of  this  nation.  But,  at  the  same  time  that  he  gave  this 
vote  he  was  as  much  in  favor  of  the  acquisition  of  Louisi- 
ana as  any  man  then  in  the  Senate,  as  his  official  acta  will 
abundantly  show.  But  when,  let  me  ask,  did  the  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  fall  so  much  in  love  with  the  People 
of  the  Western  States  ?  And  more  particularly  let  me 
ask,  what  burst  of  light  has  drawn  forth  all  these  afieC'- 
tionate  regards  in  favor  of  the  Louisianians  ?  Is  it  since 
the  year  1822,  when  he  said  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution mistook  the  policy  of  this  country  jby  admitting 
the  Western  States  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States  ^  When  he  said  we  of  the  West 
might  do  to  rule  People  under  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
but  we  should  not  rule  him  }  In  1822  we  were  not^  in 
the  member's  opinion,  entitled,  or,  at  least,  ought  not  to 
be,  to  equal  privileges  on  this  floor )  but  in  1828  he  be- 
comes so  extremely  fond  of  m%  that  an  unimportant  oon« 
scientious  vote  of  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States,  is  viewed  by  him  with  indignation,  yea,  feeling 
indignation,  and  the  whole  sympathy  of  his  nature  is . 
awal^ened  and  dive  to  our  interest,  prosperity,  and  hap- 
piness. 

But,  lest  I  should  be  misunderstood,  permit  roe  to  read 
an  extract  firom  the  member's  speech,  made  in  the  de- 
bate on  the  apportionment  bill,  February  the  6th,  1822. 
"  Mr.  RAirDOLPS  said,  he  would  again  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  elder  brethren  of  the  Confederacy—- the  politi- 
cal Esaus  of  our  tribe — to  the  predicament  in  which  they 
stand.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
men  who  framed  the  Constitution  under  which  we  now 
sit.  I  have  much  faith  in  their  wisdom,  an  unshaken  and 
unchangeable  faith  in  their  virtue ;  but  I  will  believe 
experience  against  the  word  of  Solomon  himself.  I  tlien 
say,  that,  in  my  feeble  apprehension,  they  committed  an 
error,  fundamental  and  fatal,  as  practised  upon  since 
by  their  successors — they  made  a  provision  for  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union." 

Yes  sir,  in  the  year  1822,  it  was  an  error,  fundamental 
and  fatal,  in  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  for  the  People 
of  the  West  to  have  tlie  same  weight  in  the  councils  of  the 
Nation  that  was  enjoyed  by  the  elder  £saus  of  the  tribe. 
And,  sir,  who  is  it  that  held  this  language  relative  to  the 
Western  People  }  Who  is  it  that  manifested  this  feel- 
ing  of  proscription  towards  us  and  our  posterity  ?  Sir,  it 
is  the  man  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Opposition  to 
this  Administration  $  it  is  the  man  who  was  placed,  by 
you,  sir,  at  the  head  of  the  principal  committee  'of  this 
House.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  placed  there  by  aid  of  the  vote 
of  the  very  People  that  he  has  derided  and  abused,  and, 
if  ill  health  had  not  prevented,  would  have  been  in  that 
exalted  station.  It  is  the  man  that  is  entitled  to  more 
credit,  if  it  is  rijpht  that  this  Administration  should  go 
down,  for  his  emciency  in  effecting  that  object,  than  any 
three  men  in  this  nation.  l*his  is  not  a  hasty  opinion  of 
mine  ;  it  is  one  long  held,  and,.pflen  expressed.  I  have 
been  an  attentive  observer  of  his  course  ever  since  the  first 
organization  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  From  the 
moment  he  took  his  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, he  became  the  great  rallying  officer  of  the 
South.  Our  Southern  brethren  were  made  to  believe 
that  we  of  the  North  were  political  fiends,  ready  to  op- 
press them  with  heavy  and  onerous  duties,  and  even 
willing  to  destroy  that  property  they  held  most  sacred. 
Sir,  these  are  not  exaggerated  "statements  relative  to  the 
course  of  this  distinguished  individual.  He  is  certainly 
the  ablest  political  recruiting  sergeant  that  has  been  in 
this  or  any  other  nation — 

[Here  the  Chair  interposed.  It  was  not  in  order  to  use 
terms  of  reproach,  or  speak  disrespectfiiHy  of  any  member 
of  the  House.] 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  no  such  intention,  but  was  only 
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utnnf^  M  ttrong  termt  as  he  could  to  describe  the  powers 
of  the  indmdual  as  an  able  and  efficient  rallying  political 

J»artizan«  I  disclaim  any  thing  else,  and  will  cheer- 
ullytake  back  any  offensive  words  that  I  may  have 
used  in  the  heat  of  debate.  My  object  is  to  state  truths, 
yes,  great  truths  ;  and  God  forbid  that  I  should,  here  or 
elsewhere,  manifest  any  feelings  towards  any  man,  but 
those  of  honor  and  propriety.  I  will  then  proceed  :  this 
same  member,  and  in  the  same  debate  from  which  I  have 
already  read  an  extract,  in  speaking  of  Ohio,  and 
its  admission  into  the  Union-^and  this  I  wish  the  mem- 
bers from  Ohio,  particularly  those  of  the  opposition,  to 
pay  some  attention  to— used  the  following  terms : . 

*'  A  vast  augmentation  of  weight,  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere,  was  now  to  be  given  to  some  of  tlie  States^- 
andofall  the  States  in  the  Union  to  the  State  of  Ohio— 
which  State — but  not  by  his  vote,  be  believed  he  stood 
alone  on  that  occasion — he  would  not  dress  himself  in 
borrowed  plumes,  he  would  claim  no  credit  for  others' 
liberality.  The  subject  bad  been  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, of  which  lie  [Mr.  Rahdolph]  was  chairman.  For 
some  caase,  not  necessary  to  state,  it  was  afterwards 
put  into  other  hands  : ,  in  fact,  to  two  individuals,  was 
entrusted  the  marking*  out  the  boundaries  of  that  State, 
qut  of  which  arose  the  existing  dispute  between  her 
and  Michigan.  They  had  a  carte  blanche,  and  they 
won  the  game  accoixiingly.  That  g^reat  State,  one  of 
the  greatest  intriguers  who  ever  wormed  himself  into 
any  Department  of  this  Government,  said,  he  was  hiy- 
ingofTfor  the  purpose  of  clipping  the  wings  of  Vir- 
ginia. Little  did  1  then  dream  that  I  should  ever  poli- 
ticAlly  live  to  witness  the  fulfilment  of  this  prediction, 
although  I  foresaw  it  must  come,  and  took  my  measures 
accordingly." 

It  will  be  perceived  by  this  extract,  that  the  member 
from  Virginia,  in  this  debate,  prided  himself  in  voting 
against  the  admission  of  OJiio — indeed,  he  has  hereto- 
fore prided  himself,  I  believe,  in  voting  against  every 
new  SUtethat  has  been  admitted  into  this  Union.  Here 
let  me  ask,  with  what  propriety  he  can  now  come  forth 
and  can  chide  the  chief  Magistrate. of  this  nation,  because 
he  thought  it  unconstitutional  to  tax  and  extend  the  laws 
over  th«  citizens  of  Louisiana — opinions  at  that  day  held 
by  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  pride  of  Virginia  and  the  na- 
tion  ?  But  I  will  read  an  extract  taken  from  the  same 
debate,  before  alluded  to,  and  then  let  the  House  judge 
which  of  the  two,  the  member  from  Virginia  or  the  Pre- 
sident,  has  held  the  strongest  language  on  the  subject 
of  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  In  speaking  of  that 
State  in  the  debate  on  the  apportionment  bill,  in  1822, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  said— 

*•  We  were  then  called  on,  Mr.  U.  continued,  by  some 
of  the  very  men  who  had  a  hand  in  framing  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  whose  wisdom  has  been  so  loudly  and  not 
unjustly  applauded,  to  pause  before  We  signed  that  trea- 
ty admitting  vast  regions  of  country  into  the  Confedera- 
tion. We  were  forewarned,  but  not  forearmed,  said  he, 
as  is  proved  by  what  we  are  now  experiencing,  and 
^hat  we  are  now  beginning  to  experience.  I  repeat— for 
we  are  yet  in  the  green  tree— and  when  the  time  comes 
when  the  whole  country  is  filled  up,  if  these  things  are 
now  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  then  will  be  done  in 
the  dry  ?  !,  for  one,  although  forewarned,  was  not  fore- 
armed. If  I  had  been,  I  iiave  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
that  I  would  have  said  to  the  imperial  Dejanira  of  modern 
times,  take  back  your  fatal  present.  I  would  have  stak- 
ed the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  on  the  sword, 
and  we  must  have  gained  it." 

Theoe,  sir,  were  in  1822,  the  feelings  of  the  member 
from  Virginia  towards  Louisiana.  His  modern  conver- 
sion every  man  in  this  Mouse  and  in  this  nation  will  not 
be  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  and  appreciate. 

I  have  anotlier  document,  of  more  authenticity^  as  it 


is  sanctioned  by  the  name  of  the  member  from  Virpinij, 
It  is  a  letter  dated  the  1 7th  of  May,  1824,  diti.ltrcn 
the  ship  Ne&tor,  at  sea.  It  will  be  recollected  that  t!:  > 
letter  made  some  stir  once  on  this  floor.  It  uis  vr.*:  i 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford — to  this  1  have  no  objeciu'in- 
my  objections  to  this  letter  arc  of  another  character.  I 
repel  the  assertion,  that  the  Western  People,  as  a  Pen. 
pie,  ever  had  any  feehngs  towards  that  distinguisLe: 
mdivtdual,  than  those  of  respect  and  gratitude.  A^, 
sir,  was  it  just  in  the  member  from  Virginia  to  prccLs. 
to  the  world  that  m'c  were  his  accusers  and  persccu;  :>. 
that  we,  like  the  hounds  of  Acizon,  had  assaticd  Lib 
by  whom  we  had  been  ctierished  and  fe<l  Sir,  ii  li  in- 
justice  to  the  Western  Pcoplcj  to  attribute  to  tii^nany 
such  feeling,  but,  lest  I  should  be  misunderstood,  i  ril 
read  an  extract  from  the  letter  itself.  Here  Mr.  V.  md 
the  extract. 

"And  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of*  notice,  tbt  the  «r. 
People,  at  whose  prayers  and  entreaties,  aT^A^o^i 
whom  from  utter  ruin  he  has  pursued  a  certain  !>; 
conduct,  have  been  hts  most  virulent  accusm  »kI  ;•  • 
secutors  for  tliat  very  conduct,  which  ha«conirib'/c'it 
once  to  their  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  been  sen  i- 
bic  to  the  Government,  by  rescuing  a  large  debt  fri:^ 
the  almost  total  loss  which  would  have  followed  h: 
exercise  of  his   authority.      He  lias  availed  biniK.;  >' 
discretionary  powers,  reposed  in  him  by  the  Iw*' 
tjiat  purpose,  and  with  that  intent,  to  mitigate  iV>^' 
verity  Pt  the  sufTerings  of  our  Western  fellow ci'.' 
whose  clamors,  had  he  taken  a  different  course,  ^ 
iiave  dissolved  the  present  feeble  and  distncted  S 
nisiralion  of  our  Government,  and  Action  like,  k?'*' 
sailed  byjthe  very  hounds  that  he  has  cherisbeda!iJfu 

Now,   Sir,  as  it  regards  the  individual  tow lisf^  ' 
letter  alludes,  I  can  say  for  myself,  that  in  tbe  cr  ^ 
of  my  life,  I  have  never  written  but  two  or  three  pj 
essays,  and  they  were  in  his  favor,  and  that  ati'' 
when  he  was  not  my  choice  for  the  office  of  Ch:d^ 
gistrate  j  but  I  threw  in  my  feeble  mite  to  irf  tor 
the  current  of  calumny  and  detraction  'M  »as  t-J* 
down  upon  this  persecuted  man,  in  successive  tcr?» 
that  at  last  overwhelmed  him.     It  is  true  that,  fr^ 
succession   of  attack^    and   the   boldness  »'iih  * 
they  were    published   to   the  world,  many  go^ 
honest  men  in  the  West  did  believe  that  he  Ij**!!"" 
eximusted  the  Treasury  to  get  into  power.   Bi!.  -   j 
under  all  this  calumny  and  detraction,  he  s'»^  ""^,. 
many  enlightened  and  firm  friends,  who  never  K*; 
ment  believed  him  guilty  of  the  smallest  dcrel' 
public  duty.     I  thank  God  that  the  public  mor-; ; 
feeling  of  tlje  country  is  restored  in  favor  of  1*=";^ 
injured    and    persecuted   individual.      Le*  '' f !.-. 
said  of  the  West,  as  a  People,  that  tbey  art  f- ;' 
ble    with    the    persecution   of  Mr.    CrawM  .; 
are  the   last  People  on  earth  liable  to  suclu  f^^^;^ 
Yes,  his  celebrated  report,   in   favor  of  the  «•  ,. 
land  debtors,  will  be  remembered  with  gi»|'^?  *';.j. 
the  memory  of  its  author  will  be  chcrishedJJ  •  ,, 
rations  to  come  as  a  nobte  act  of  a  djsin^^*"-^ 
generous  man,  laboring  to  rescue   their  &'"^'^,,j. 
a  debt  that  they  were  totally  unable  to  pay-   ^'\  i, 
ver  think  of  the  fate  of  that  man,  but  I  »">^':^  ;i 
the  bone.    By  calumny  aiKl  detracti on,  be  «»  ""  :^ j 
politically,     but    physically,    and  mentally  t-cs  _/^ 
The   noblest  and  best  feelings  of  our  nature,  J^'^j 
in  such   an  eminent  deg^ree   by  that  high  p"'^*  ^1 
honorable  man,  were  laid  imdcr  contribution    .^ 
dcfamers  and  abusers,  and  made  the  dagger  twir^^ 
him  to  the  heart.     I  was  going  to  say  more  on  tn*^^ 
jcct,  but  I  forbear  ;  I  have  no  dispositJon  to  ba-  .^^ 
feelings  and  recollections  that  ought  to  he  b'ff'fj.^ 
no  5  forbearance  is  a  noble  quality,  and  I  obc»  '  • 
tate9* 


1229 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1230 


jAir.  29,1828.] 


lUirenchment. 


[H.opR. 


There  is  another  individual,  whose  character  has  iiot 
been  permitted  to  escape  in  this  debate  ;  and  who  has 
been  held  up  to  the  American  People,   not  only  here, 
but  elsewhere,  as  one  whose  principles  were    to    be 
avoided  and    detested — 1    mean    the     elder    Adams. 
Sir,  that  tliis    distinguished    patriot    committed    errors 
in  his  political  course  through  life,  there  can  be  no 
doubt— many  of  his  pohtical  doctrines  were    not    my 
doctrines;  but,   from   the  justice  that  has  been  done 
to  him  by   all  parties  throughout  the    United  States, 
since  he  has  been  gathered  u>  his  fathers,  I  had   sup- 
posed he  might  have  been  suffered  to  sleep  in  peace 
with   his  compatriots   and   compeers,  Washington  and 
Jefferson.    Mr.    V.  said,  pointing  to  the   Declaration  of 
Tndependence,  the  hallowed  corps  that  there  surround 
him,  and  the  distinguished  stand  that  he  there  occupies, 
ou;,H)t  to  shield  him  from  abuse  and  detraction.     I  envy 
DO  man  his  feelings  who  has  the  heart  to  assault    the 
humblest  individual  among.st  that  group    of  worthies  ; 
and,  assault  them  as  we  may,  for  effect,  or  not,  they 
\vijl   still   live   fresh    in    the    hearts  of  their   country- 
•ifen.     Yes,  John  Adams  will  be  pointed  out  by  living 
lathcrs,  and  living  mothers,  to  their  children,  .in  gene- 
rations yet   unborn,  as  the  friend  of  Washington,  the 
companion  of  Jefferson,  through  life  and  in  death,  and 
the  ablest  and  most  efficient  defender  of  our  National 
.  Independence — when  his  defamers  and  abusers  shall  be 
swallowed  up  in  forgetfulness.     Sir,  I  am  aware  that  I 
air)  wandering.     It  is  not  my  wish  so  to  do,  but  to  an- 
swer  the  arguments  and  repel  the  assaults  of  those  that 
liave  preceded  me.     The  member  from  Virginia    [Mr. 
Kakjiolpo]  talked  very  pathetically  about  the  poor  man  ; 


for  the  increase  of  salaries  generally  throughout  the  dif- 
ferent Departments. 

A  few  more  words,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I  am  done  with 
this  subject.  I  will  now,  as  I  always  have  done,  vote 
for  any  inquiry  relative  to  the  correction  of  abuses,  or  the 
economy  of  expenditure.  I  am  not  particular  whether 
the  amendment  or  the  resolution  as  proposed  by  the 
mover,  shall  succeed.  I  will  cheerfully  vote  for  either  ; 
and  I  trust  that  either  will  be  found  to  answer  the  ends 
of  correction,  if  indeed  correction  is  needed  ;  and  if  not, 
I  hope  those  that  have  thought  otherwise  heretofore, 
will  come  forth  and  declare  to  the  world,  that  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money  has  been  faithfully 
made.  The  member  from  Virginia  has  said  that  this  is 
not  the  time.  Sir,  I  hope  the  house  will  think  other- 
wise, notwithstanding  he  has  told  us  that  the  great 
matter  must  first  be  attended  to— that  is,  they  must 
first  get  the  power,  and  all  their  energies  must  first  be  ^ 
directed  to  that  gi-eat  object.  Will  the  member  be  so  ^ 
good  as  to  inform  us,  what  great  benefits  are  to  result  to 
this  nation,  when  the  power  shall  fall  into  their  hands  > 
Will  State  righU  be  again  restored,  agreeably  to  the 
Virginia  construction  of  the  constitution  '^If  so,  we  want 
to  know  it.  The  country  have  a  deep  interest  in  resist- 
ing these  doctrines  that  are  to  follow  the  halcyon  days  of 
the  new  dynasty— when  all  may  either  walk,  ride,  or  drive 
through  the  mud  uj)  to  the  hub,  shouting  huzza  in  favor 
of  the  Southern  policy  of  no  Roads,  no  Canals,  no  Manu- 
factories ;  but  Cotton  and  Tobacco,  the  Richmond  pai-ty, 
and  General  Jackson  forever  } 

Mr.  PE  VRCE  regretted  that  the  debate  should  have 
taken  this  course,  and  also  that  there  should  have  been  any 


Ins  pound  of  sugar,  peck  of  salt,  8cc.  Now,  Sir,  I  would    debate  upon  these  resolutions.    It  appears  to  me  smgular 
'   '      '  "    *  "    "  said  Mr.  P.  that  such  a  debate  should  have  existed :  for 

the  friends  of  the  Administration  are  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  and  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Admin- 
isti*ation,  ought  not  to  be  opposed  to  the  inquiry  which 
these  resolutions  will  authorize.  But,  Sir,  although  I  am 
in  favor  of  this  Administration;  and  have  ever  been  from 
the  commencement  of  it,  and  am  well  persuaded  1  shall 
be  to  its  termination  ;  more  especially  if  those  who  are 
now  in  power  shall  administer  the  afiairs  of  this  country,  as 
they  have  administered  them  since  the  Administration 
commenced,  let  it  not  be  understood^  or  inferred,  that, 
because  I  do  vote  for  the  resolutions,  I  am  infiuenced  by 
the  same  considerations  which  govern  others,  who  have 
participated  in  this  debate— their  motives  are  different 

n  •  t      1 A.C^^»I ^C    <Kt^      ,I..I«_A^        a1.  _ 


be  glad  to  know  when  all  those  feelings  came  athwart 
the  member  ?  Are  they  since  the  Huskisson  dinner 
at  Liverpool  }  They  do  not  comport  with  what  the 
member  is  reported  to  have  said  after  the  excursion  in 
the  Dublin  steam  packets.  Mr.  V.  said  he  would  read 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  the  member's  sentiments 
at  that  time. 

[The  CHAIR  said  it  was  out  of  order,  and  again  ad- 
monished the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  personal  allusions 
could  not  be  admitted.] 

Mr.  V.  said,  he  had  no  wish  to  read  any  thing  that  was 
out  of  order  :  but,  after  the  member  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Inguam]  had,  on  yesterday,  read  the  letter  of  Levitt 
Harris,    ^oing  to  impeach  the  character  and  motives  of 


the  President,  he  thought  it  would  be  admissible  for  •  from  mine  ;  and,  but  fur  tlie  range  of  this  debate,  the 
him  to  read  tlie  paper  referred  to  ;  but,  as  he  hud  no  House  would  not  have  been,  at  this  time,  troubled  with 
(libpositio»  to  do  or  read  any  thing  conti-ary  to  rule,  any  remarks  from  me.  Sir,  as  the  friend  of  this  Adini- 
he  would  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  nistration,  i  wish  the  conduct  of  those  in  power  might  be 
speak  of  the  fact  from  memory  alone.  The  member  closely  investigated,  and  the  more  extensive  the  inquiry, 
Irom  Virginia,  at  the  time  and  place  to  which  1  had  I  the  more  pleased  1  shall  be.  If  their  conduct  will  not 
last  alluded  urged  the  People  to  keep  down  the  dregs  \  withstand  any  investigation  that  can  take  place,  tliey  are 
of  society.     Verily,  John  Bull  must  have'stood  perfectly  I  not  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  People,  and  ought 


astounded,  to  hear  a  Virginia  democrat  haranguing  the 
nobility  of  England,  to  oppress  and  keep  under  the 
lower  orders  of  society.  Yes,  give  them  another  wrench 
of  the  screw,  or  they  will  not  only  prove  blue  but  black 
ruin.  Sir,  these  were  the  feelings  of  the  member  in  1826, 
but  they   have  materially  changid  in  1828. 

The  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rahbolph]  has  in- 
fui-mcd  us  that  he  has  witnessed  the  progress  of  salaries 
nnder  this  Government,  and  has  referred  particularlv  to 
that  of  the  Attorney  General,  which  at  the  time  o^  his 
entering^  into  public  life,  was  only  f  1200.  Now,  sir,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  member,  as  well  as  the  House,  I  will 
infonn   hifti  how   it  came  to  be  increased,  as  well  as  al 


not  to  be  honored  with  it.  1  know  they  arc  willing  to 
meet  it,  are  anxious  for  it,  and  if  it  were  practicable, 
would  he  willing,  to  speak  m  borrowed  language,  that  a 
full  and  complele  history  of  their  Whole  proceedings 
should  be  written  in  sun-beams,  in  the  heavens,  that  all 
the  woilil  might  read  it.  Sir,  1  do  not  vote  for  these  re- 
solutions because  I  think  there  are  any  good  reasons  for 
the  adoption  of  them,  or  that  those  who  are  opposed  to 
us  will  be  silent,  if,  upon  a  full  investigation,  it  shall  be 
found  that  there  have  been  no  useless  expenditures, 
and  the  public  interest  has  in  nowise  suffered,  for  the 
last  three  years.  Those  who  are  disposed  to  arraign  this 
Administration  will  clamor,    will,  if  possible,  poison  the 


Host  all  the  other  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  different  public  mind,  and  prejudice  the  People,  if,  upon  a  fair 
>epartmeiits.  If  the  member  will  c^taminc  the  files  of  |  trial,  its  measures  should  be  found  to  have  been  dictated 
lie  Intelligencer,  of  the  18th  November,  1803,  he  will  I  by  the  best  policy,  the  men  in  authority  as  able  as  any 
11(1  tliat  it  was  himself  that  made  the  motion  to  have  it  I  men  who  have  heretofore  filled  the  places  which  they 
icrcuscd   to  $3,000,  together  with  many  other  motions  ;  now  fill,  and  the  men  themselves  as  pure  as  angels.     I 
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have  no  pledres  to  redeem ;  I  hare  been  brought  here  by 
nobody,  and  have  made  no  promiie  at  home,  that,  in  the 
event  of  my  coming,  the  National  debt  would  be  extin- 
guished «  and  I  m\^\,  further  add,  that  I  hare  not,  since 
I  came  here,  received  any  tnatructioni  relative  to  the 
subjects  embraced  by  these  resolutions,  and  sliall  conse- 
quently act  according  to  my  own  convictions,  let  the 
consequences  which  may  follow  be  what  they  may.  The 
doctrine  which  inculcates  the  necessity  of  immediate  pay- 
ment of  a  Nation's  debt,  is,  abstracted  from  all  other  con- 
siderations, a  popubu*  doctrine  ;  but,  whether  it  is  now  ex- 
pedient to  apply,  or  a  sound  policy  would  require,  that 
any  greater  portion  of  the  Nation's  revenue  should  be 
applied  to  the  extnigoishment>of  the  public  debt,  than  by 
law  is  annually  applied,  is  certainly  at  .least  questionable, 
as  the  interests  and  concerns  of  this  nation  are  such  as 
to  make  if  necessary  that  a  part  of  its  revenue  should  be 
applied  to  other  purposes.  We  learn  from  high  authori- 
ty, that  it  is  wrong  to  leave  for  posterity  those  burdens 
which  we  ouglit  to  bear ;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  we  know, 
it  would  be  unwise  to  take  upon  ourselves  <he  whole  of 
those  burdens^  part  of  which  belong  to,  and  ought  to  be 
borne  by,  foture  generations.  The  war  of  the*Re volution 
was  not  for  the  three  millions  of  People  that  were  engag- 
ed in  it^  not  two  uf  which  are  now  in  existence,  but  the 
benefits  and  advantages  that  were  to  result  from  it,  were 
for  them  and  their  posterity.  Aa  those  who  were  then  on 
the  stage  were  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  American 
Independence,  as  well  as  succeeding  generations,  it  was 
wise  as  well  as  just,  that  the  debt  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
should  have  been  paid  by  those  who  fought,  and  by  all 
those  who  were  soon  to  realise  the  anticipated  advantages 
of  the  American  Revolution ;  and  the  conserjuent  policy  of 
our  ancestors  m'as  to  pay,  themselves,  such  a  part  of  this 
debt  as  they  could  conveniently  pay,  and  leave  to  others 
who  were  to  share  in  the  benefits,  the  payment  of  a  part. 
Hence,  we  find  that  some  part  of  ihat  debt  is  unpaid,  and 
the  payment  of  which  is  left  to  tiiose  who  are  now  in  ex- 
istence. To  fuilher  illustrate  the  view  taken,  suppose 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  JLouisiana,  instead  of 
the  sum  paid,  it  was  found  expedient  to  have  given  one 
hundred  millions  uf  dollars^  nay,  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars — and  there  are  men  in  tliis  country  who  are  now 
prepared  to  say,  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
given  that  sum,  than  not  to  have  ppsiesseil  ourselves  of 
that  I'enitory — the  payment  of  this  sum  of  money  must 
inevitably  have  imposed  upon  llm  countiy  a  very  heavy 
debt;  but  for  whom  would  the  purchase  have  been  made — 
for  whose  use  and  benefit  ?  Why,  sir,  for  those  who  were 
living  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  and  for  future  genera- 
tions—>for  all  those  who  siiould  be  citizens  and  inhaf^itants 
of  these  United  States,  for  hundreds,  for  thousands  of  years 
to  come.  Would  it  t!ien  have  been  wise  or  politic  to  have 
taxed  one  generalion  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  conti'acl- 
ed  foi'  the  use  and  benefit  of  so  many  genenuions  '  Sup- 
pose the  acquisition  o(  ttiis  Territory  had  been  live  result 
of  a  war  with  France  or  Spain,  or  boih,  uikd  the  expense 
of  that  war  hud  irn|iuscd  upon  our  country  a  debt,  in 
amount  equal  to  that  mentioned,  the  question  would 
again  recur,  ought  tl>e  same  to  be  extiuguished  by  one 
generation  ?  Let  those  u  ho  think  the  People  of  this  coun- 
try or  ihcir  ruki's  have  no  other  objects  to  direct  their 
allcntion  to,  but  the  payment  of  the  Natioit's  debt,  an- 
swer these  questions,  lias  the  attention  of  the  present 
Administration f  as  well  as  those  which  preceded  it,  from 
1815  to  1825,  been  directed  to  no  other  object,  but  the 
payment  of  the  Nation's  debt^  Ample  provision  has  been 
made  for  this  pu}inent,  by  all  these  Administrations,  and 
i'ov  sustaining  the  credit  of  the  nation,  but  all  of  them 
have  had  oUier  objects  in  view  ;  if  ihey  had  not,  the  re- 
venue and  resources  of  the  country  have  been  such  as  to 
have  long  ago  exttng^iished  the  public  debt;  but  the  extin* 
guishmeni  tnust  have  been  made  under  such  cii'cumstan- 


ces,  as  to  have  left  the  country  in  a  condition  tnily  deplo- 
rable. From  that  time  to  the  present,  we  have  niainuirf 
ed  at  least  the  skeleton  of  an  army,  large  enough,  hoir< 
ever,  in  time  of  peace  ;  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  «mb- 
try  has  been  applied  to  the  cultivaboii  of  roilitvy  science, 
to  provide  against  future  contingencies;  part  to  the  sup^ 
port  and  increase  of  a  navy  ;  part  to  the  erection  of  fort. 
iications  along  our  coasts  ;  and  some  part  to  interiul  in^ 
provement,  and  commercial  facilities.  MThat,  sir,  is  iIk 
present  debt  of  this  Nation,  compared  with  th€«  ^ 
objtcU  ?  In  war,  with  all  the  resources  of  the  iiaiior, 
be  they  ever  so  great,  cart  you  at  once,  or  in  timctt)ai«: 
the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  organize  an  arnir  vidi  the 
skill  and  military  science,  discipline  aiKieipericDce,»liici 
the  present  organizaUon  of  our  army  will  posse«  w  tlw 
event  of  a  war ;  build  or  purchase  such  a  wja^eMl 
soon  have  under  the  present  plan  of  progRsareiocnase; 
or  can  you  in  a  moment  line  our  Ironticn  itfii  Wufea- 
tions,  or  render  the  cities  and  towns  on  our  seaboc^v^ 
pregnable  ?  The  question  of  internal  improvetnent,  cr 
the  policy  of  the  measure,  is  now  sctUed,  never  sgunts 
be  disturbed.  And  to  what  better  purpose  can  i  pan  « 
the  revenue  of  the  country  be  applied,  than  to  a^w 
improvements,  to  the  making  of  roads,  the  constrict v 
of  canalf,  uniting  the  different  interests  of  the  c«f-^ 
furnishing  fabiliiies  of  intercourse  to  every  ponwoaia^ 
tion  of  the  Union,  and  estabfishing  a  chain  of  union,  *^ 
neither  party,  nor  faction,  nor  intrigue,  can  screrJ 
Sir,  is  the  argument  in  fevor  of  Uic  W^^^^'J. 
tional  Debt :  we  should,  say  gentlemen,  *»  bj«f . 
pared  for  war.  But  wiU  this  be  the  ca«,  if  «c^ 
ces  are  drained,  and  the  country  s^pp^  tntl«r^ 
tion  of  those  grand  objects,  the  accompluhnent  o^ 
is  i»o  necessary  to  prepare  us  for  war  f  Tte  nw* 
already  determined,  by  a  very  decided  nl»J^l^ '2 
popular  as  the  argument  is  inftvo^o^  W^^rLaaci 
Debt,  they  would  not  sell  the  interest  <rf  tlie  Gojtcp^ 
m  the  United  States'  Bank,  to  h*»^«nf*,r:".v 
ment ;  nor  wilf  Ihey,  as  I  believe,  **»''»J^"  ^.,1, 
objects  now  commenced,  and  in  ^'^'^'^^ J?^,  ^ 
the  prosecution  anJ  completion  of  n»n/  <* 
country  has  so  deep  an  interest  .     ^j. 

The  argument,  Mr*  Speaker,  in  frvorof  we  p. 
of  our  National  Debt,  has  been  enforced,  or  riw^^^^ 
tempt  has  been  made  to  enforce  it,  by  ^\i 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.CARsoa]  bycoinpanngV ^ 
in  debt,  .with  an  individual,  or  tbehesdofa»»".|\ 
same  situaUon.     What  prudent  head  of  a  m^ 
not  pay  his  debts,  who  consulted  his  0*°  *'*^^,>. 
soon  as  his  resources  would  admit  of  it    }^  ^^, 
that  gentleman,  as  with  an  individual,  so  ***J..^ 
the  soundness  and  correctness  of  the  P**»^y^/rk 
well  as  the  other,  will  depend  on  thccircumsti^  ,^. 
case  5  and  if  the  individual  doesnotptyfj  .^^^i^, 
interest — if  his  lands  are  rising  in  ^'^'*^     jgrt*' 
neighborhood  of  a  good  market,  where  "*^/*'' J-jur- 
times  the  product  oThis  soil  into  money— *n^'^^  ^  ^: 
that  will  be  well  understood  by  most,  i^no**V,  •> 
hers  of  this  House— if  betterments  are  n^^*^;j! 
be  necessary  for  him  to  apply  a  part  of  hi«  '"^j^v^  . 
erection  or  the  making  of  those  b«^^*^^"**"\*\ii»  a^ 
enough  to  pay  the  interest  of  money,  ^"^It^^'r  Vc5= 
guish  the  principal,  than  apply  the  *^**'^*^.  ,,  rtitf '• 
to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  more  esp^^'*'*  Li. 
not  necessary  to  do  this,  to  sustain  his  credit ;. 
of  which  would  be  an  abandonment  of  other  un  ^^^ 
important, and  more  important, than  tiic  p»yB>f''Y'  .^.  j 
the  whole  of  his  debU.     And,  in  reference  {•y^^j,,. 
this  Nation,  it  has  beeu  shewn  by  my  fricn"  ^, 
sylvania,  now  near  me,  [Mr.  Stewaxt]  tliat  *  P*^  . 
is  not  yet  redeemable,  and  the   contingency  uf      , 
it  was  to  have  been  paid,   does  not  yet  **'*f  l-^^;  j 
provision  now  made  for  the   annual  cxiiflg^"*" 
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ation.  What  would  not  have  been  said  against  this  Ad* 
linistration,  if  the  invitation  to  attend  tke  meeting  at  Pa- 
ama  had  not  been  accepted  ?  Because,  Sir,  the  meet- 
igf  has  not  taken  place  as  was  expected,  is  the  Adnnin- 
itration  to  be  inculpated,  when  its  fiiilurs  was  owing  to 
.auses  over  which  we  had  no  control  ? 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  another  charge  preferred 
y  the  gfentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  CAmso!!]— 
.  cliarg«  of  ignorance  or  corruption,  because  the  Execu- 
ive  of  the  United  States  does  not  construe  the  second 
^ara^raph  of  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of 
lie  Constitution  of  the  United  States  just  as  he  does, 
rhal  gentleman,  after  quoting  from  recollection,  a  port 
f  the  President's  first  message,  in  which  he  says,  if  the 
'cntle man's  quotation  be  correct,  (speaking  of  the  Pa- 
lama  Mission,)  although  the  appointment  of  Minivers 
iras  within  his  constitutional  competency,  he  preferred, 
jr  reasons  g^ven  in  the  message,  laying  the  subject  be- 
ore  the  Senate.     Now,  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
ina  says  the  President -must  be  ignorant  or  corrupt,  for 
uch  a  construction  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  re- 
erred  to.     Sir,  all  I  can  say  on  this  subject,  is  this,  that 
lere  is  a  case  in  which  doctors  disagfree — ^the  President  of 
he  United  States  is  on  one  side,  and  the  g^entleman  from 
*<Jorth  Carolina  on  the  other ;  it  is  a  question  -about  which 
l^reat  men  may  differ.     The  Senate  of  the  United  States 
vere  also  divided  ;  it  would  net  be  altogether  decorous 
or  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  say,  because  he 
liflTered  from  the  (gentleman  fVom  North  Carolina,  that  he 
s  ignorant  or  corrupt,  and  perhaps  the  imputations  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  are  not  altogether  correct 
Vdmit,   Sir,  the  President's  construction  was  incorrect, 
he  consequences  contended  for  do  not  follow — the  Pre- 
tident  mig'ht  have  innocently  erred.     I  confess.  Sir,  it  is 
lot  within  my  constitutional  competency  to  decide,  when 
such  men  differ.     This  is  all  I  have  to  say  relative  to  this 
charge.  ^  There  is  one  charge  against  this  Adminisira- 
ion,  which  I  have  seen*in  the  newspapers,  which  the  ^H" 
lemen  opposed  to  us  have  omitted.    I  regret  this,  be- 
:ause  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  make  chaiges  for 
^he  purpose  of  answering  them,  and  I  regret  tlie  more, 
because,  in   the  omission,  they  may  have  unintentionally 
ione  injustice  to  their  friends.     I  will,  in  passing,  refer 
hem  to  it :  The  Secretary  employed  a  clerk  in  one  of 
he  Departments  to  carry  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
Vermont — his  influence  with  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
aturo  of  that  State  was  so  great,  tliat  the  exercise  of  it 
r>revented  the  election  of  a  gentleman  to  tlie  otlter  branch 
)f  the  National  Legislature,  who  professed  great  friend- 
thip  for  this  Administration,  but  who  was  suspected  not 
lo  possess  all  he  professed  to  have,  and  who,  as  subse. 
luent  events  have  shewn,  di<l  not  possess  all  he  prr>fessed 
o  have.    1  refer  gentlemen  to  this,  because  I  should  like 
to  iiave  all  at  once,  and  do  not  like  to  meet  things  piece- 
meal.   Perhaps^  Mr.  Speaker,  1  might  as  well  now,  as  at 
tny  other  time,  meet  an  objection  made  by  an  honorable 
member  from   Virginia,   [Mr.  Fs.oTn]   which  has  been 
made  by  another  gentleman,  whose  raroarks  I  have  not 
yet  noticed.     At  first  1  thought  it  best  to  reserve  my  re- 
marks upon  this  objection  until  I  came  to  the  other  gen- 
tleman's remarks.     Mr.  Adams,  we  are  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Virginia,  claimed  an  outfit  for.  going  from 
Russia  to  Ghent,  and  this  too  was  in  1815,  not,  of  course, 
under  (he  present  Administration.     Fotir  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  only  were  allowed  ;  in  the  settlement  of 
his  accounts,  while  he  was  Secretary  of  State  under  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  claim  for  the  balance  was  persisted  in  by 
him,  and  the  question  of  allowance,  or  not,  was  referred 
to  the  law  officer  of  the  Government,  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  States,  who  considered  the  case  so  clear, 
that  he  unhesitatingly  reported  in  favor  of  the  allowance  \ 
it  was,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  allowed  and  paid.     This,  Sir,  strange  as  it 


may  appear,  is  exhibited  as  a  charge  agunst  thb  Admin« 
istration.     Does  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  set 
his  own  opinion  up  in  opposition  to  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  }    Does  he  say  that  opmion  wa# 
incorrect  }    But  still,  it  is  a  charge    against   thisj  A4r 
ministration,  this  allowance  to  Mr.    Adams  un^flVi  4be 
Administration  of  Mr.  Monroe.    It  appears  toljiMiBf^lk 
that,  in  making  this  charge,  the  honorable>jiB4li#W>flhiip 
travelled  out  of  the  record.     Mr.  Monroeift  9M'wm4m 
trial,  and  we  cannot  try  one  case  in  the  bowels  of  anor 
ther.    I  have  always  been  told,  that  what  was  pertinent 
to  the  issue,  was  admissible  evidence,  and  that  alone.     To 
what  shifls  are  gentlemen  driven  in  order  to  pull  down 
this   wicked   Administration ;  to  what  straits  are  they 
forced.^    Let  us  take  cognizance  of  the  case,  what  does 
it  amount  to  ?    Why,  that  Mr.  Adams  conceived  that  he 
was  entitled  to  4500  dollan,  in  addition  to  what  he  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  authorities  of  the  Government  thought 
he  was  entitled  to  It,  and  the  same  was  paid  him.  Where, 
from  this  view,  can  we  find  the  evidence  of  the  charges 
which  are  brought  against  the  Administration  ?    Where 
the  sinecures  >    Where  the  increased  salaries  ?     Where 
the  increaae  of  officers  '    A  few  Clerks  have  been  added 
to  the  Departments,  and  some  have  been  dismissed,  as 
the  Departments  to  whioh  they  were  attached  did  not 
require  the  number   which  had  been   employed.    But 
neither  the  President  nor  his  Secretaries  did  this — it  was 
the  result   of  Legislative  enactment.     The  Postmaster 
General  is  the  only  officer  in  the  Govenmient  whose  sal* 
ary  has  been  increased  {  I  well  recollect  this:  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  who  cries  aloud  on  all  occa^ 
sions-— a  gentleman  from  Geoi^ia,  not  now  here,  but  at 
this  time  the  Governor  of  that  State,  [Mr.  Forsyth]  and 
myself,  formed  the  trio  that  voted  against  it.     1  was  not 
opposed  to  an  increase,  but  was  o]) posed  to  so  great  an 
increase-— not  because   I  did  Iiot  conceive  the  Head  of 
that  office  entitled  to  it,  but  because  we  were  legislating 
for  the  office  and  not  for  the  man  \  ami  that  the  incum- 
bent would  not,  as  some  gentlemen  had  prayed  the  Re- 
volutionary soldiers  would,  live  forever.     I  stated  then, 
and  1  repeat  it  now,  that  no  man  did,  or  could,  hold  that 
officer  in  higher  estimation  than  I  did.     But  why  should 
the  House  be  detained  by  this  war  of  words,  this  parade 
about  extravagance,  pro&igacy,  and  corruption,  since  we 
are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Mc 
DirpFix]  that  no  committee  that  we  can  appoint  will  be 
able  to  find  any  thing  in  the  proposed  investigation  to  find 
fault  with — ^the  very  limb  upon  which  the  mover  of  these 
resolutions  stood,  has  been  cut  off  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carol'ma,  and  he  suffered  to  fall  having  nothing 
Uii  for  his  support.     Another  gentleman  [Mr.  li4VBOLPaJ 
is  apprehensive  tliat,  so  far  from  the  proposed  investiga* 
tion  furnishing  any  thing  to  condemn  the  Administration^ 
it  may  result  in  keeping  up  a  sinking  cause,  and  conse- 
quently this  is  not  the  accepted  time,    lie  gives  his  friends 
<,the  lionorable  gentlemen  from  Kentucky)  [Mr.  Chiltov 
and  Mr.  Daitiki.]  a  rap  over  the  knuckles,  in  telling  them 
that  young  doctors  are  not  called  upon  for  their  medi- 
cine ;  raw  hands  who  have  just  signed  the  portage  bill, 
must  learn  to  follow  the  directions  of  others^  but  must  not 
pretend  to  lead  or  direct  in  any  thing. 

With  a  few  remarks  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  who  had  the  floor  yesterday,  [Mr.  Iiro- 
ham]  I  will  leave  this  discussion  to  other  hands  $  and 
if,  in  following  that  gentleman,  1  am  obliged  to  travel 
out  of  the  record,  let  the  error  rest  with  him,  and  not 
with  me :  for.surely,  if  the  gentleman  has  wandered  in 
making  his  attack,  I  shall  be  excused  in  wandering  from 
the  question  now  before  the  House,  in  defending.  It  is 
certainly  to  be  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  not  been  influenced  by  the  advice  which  he 
was  90  willing  to  give  to  others.  We  are  told  by  him  that 
this  discussion  ought  to  be  confined  to  what  is  before  the 
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those  who  are  hi^li  in  office.     I  would  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee*  that  he  is  mistaken^that  he  has 
been  misinformed — that,  although  I  shall  not  question 
what  he  has  said,  in  relation  to  the  sons  of  those  coming 
from  his  own  State,  his  remarks  will  not  apply  to  those 
who  have  been  educated  at  that  School,  citizens  of  tlie 
State  which  I  represent.     Let  the  gentleman  examine 
the  catalogue  of  graduates,  and  he  will  find  that  there 
are  men  who  have  had  the  benefits  of  this  School,  and 
shared  in  its  honors,  who  were  not  sons  of  members  of 
Congress,  or  those  in  power.  Let  the  gentleman  examine 
the  Army  Register,  and  he  will  also  find  that  the  best 
and  most  meritorious  of  our  officers  are  graduates  of  this 
School,  who  were  the  sons  of  widows,  or  orphan  boys, 
the  sons  of  those  who  had  nothing  but  poverty  to  leave 
to  their  children  for  an  inheritance,  and  are  indebted  to 
this  institution  alone  for  tlie  education  which  they  re- 
ceived. To  avoid,  if  possible,  the  recital  of  names,  who 
is  the  gentleman,  who  has  now  the  principal  superinten- 
dence of  your  fortifications,  and  who  discharges  his  du- 
ties with  so  mucli  credit  to  himself  and  justice  to  the 
nation  f    Who  is  the  aid  of  vour  Commander-in-Chief  t 
Who  is  now  the  assistant  to  the  Chief  Engineer  ?    And 
1  might  extend  the  inquiry  to  a  very  great  length,  of 
men  who  are  ornaments  to  their  country,  and  nnen  who, 
but  for  this  School,  would  never  have  received  the  edu- 
cation and  advantages  which  they  derived  from  it.     I 
once  entertained  tlie  opinion— an  opinion  formed  with- 
out much  reflection,  that  the  doors  of  this  institution 
ought  to  be  opened  to  the  poor  only,  and  the  sons  of  the 
wealthy  should  be  debarred,  and  stated  my  views  to  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  in  the  first  conver- 
sation I  ever  had  witli  that  distinguished  man,*  and  leamt 
from  him  tliat  otliers  had  expressed  the  same  opinions ; 
but,  said  he,  to  make  this  a  School  for  the  indigent, 
would  render  it  less  valuable  to  them,  as  they  would  not 
be  excited  bv  the  same  spirit  of  emulation  ;  that  genius 
was  to  be  found  in  all  grades  of  society,  all  classes  and 
ranks  of  men  ;  and  It  was  the  object  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  enlist  into  iu  service  the  best  ta- 
lents, whether  found  among  the  rich  or  the  poor.     Fur- 
thcr  reflection  has  satisfied  me  that  the  views  of  the  late 
Sccretar}-  of  War  were  correct.     Genius  is  not  confined 
to  «ny  grade  of  life  {  it  is  found  among  children  of  the 
asjrlum,  and  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  princely  palace.     At 
this  institution,  a  soldier's  son—yes,  sir,  the  son  of  a  Ser- 
geant in  the  Army  of  the  United  States^  receives  the  first 
honors,  while  the  sons  of  two  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
Speakers  of  this  House,  are  unable  to  pass  through  the 
ordeal  of  an  annual  examination.     If,  sir,  favoritism  exists 
in  other  institutions,  it  has  no  abiding  place  in  this :  for, 
here  they  all  rise  or  fall  by  their  merits  or  demerits,  and 
there  are  none  who  are  the  sons  of  the  poor,  and  none 
who  arc  the  sons  of  the  rich  :  for  no  such  distinctions  are 
kept  up  by  the  officers  of  that  institution.     The  students 
themselves  soon  find  of  how  little  use  they  arc.     Sir,  if  I 
bad  a  son  old  enough  to  be  admitted  into  that  Academy  ; 
if  I  had  any  influence  with  those  in  power— I  know  I  have 
none—if  my  friends  had  any,  it  should  be  exerted  and 
called  into  operation,  if  necessary,  to  procure  for  that  son 
an  admittance « this  I  would  do  without  property.     If,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  had  the  iTealth  of  my  friend  irom  New 
York,  (Mr.  Vah  B«vsssLAsa]  (and  I  may  be  permitted  to 
call  hinj  so,  whose  philanthropic  spirit  makes  him  the 
fnena  of  mankind)  the  most  wealthy  man  in  this  House, 
if  not  in  this  nation,  i  would  not,  like  that  gentleman, 
send  my  don  to  a  private  School,  where  the  same  scien- 
ces are  taught ;  but,  if  influence  were  necessary,  I  would 
resort  to  it,  to  procure  for  him  a  place  at  tliis  School. 
What  greater  benefit  could  you  confer  upon  the  son  of 
the  rich,  as  well  as  poor,  than  by  teacliing  both  that,  in 
this  country,  the  road  to  preferment  is  open  to  both,  and 
th«  highest  honors  are  Within  the  reach  of  both— that  po- 


verty  is  no  embarrassment,  and  wealth  fiimiibcs  no  faci- 
lities ^    What  bettchr  practical  leasons,  whst  more  useH 
or  which  are  better  tests  of  the  excellence  of  oar  form  of 
Government,  and  the  blessings  which  our  free  inititu- 
tions  confer,  than  those  which  are  taught  at  this  iotfitu- 
tion  ?     What  better  plan  to  fire  the  ambition  of  the  poor, 
and  excite  the  emulation  of  the  rich,  thin  the  %jAtta  a 
force  at  this  School,  where  the  Senstor't  ion  and  ibe 
widow's  son  are  placed  upon  an  equality,  and  both  in 
told  that,  in  this  country,  that,  at  that  School,  thc^nioi 
is  the  measure  of  the  man  ?*'    So  long  as  that  uidiil  ui 
distinguished  officer,  now  the  superintendent  of  this  ia- 
stitution— «n  officer  whose  talenU  and  accpiimieRta  iR 
such  as  to  qualify  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  »y  post 
or  office  in  this  Government,  or  recognized  by  our  iavs, 
and  who  has  peculiar  qualifications  tor  the  office,  lAe  du- 
ties of  which  he  now  discharges  in  a  tmaer  is  ereJiti- 
ble  to  h'unself  as  satisfactoiy  to  the  nationHtottfRsde 
over  this  institution,  so   long  will  the  gieil  lAiw^o 
which  the  nation  has  derived  from  it  bediipe8Md,ind» 
long  will  the  nation  continue  to  realize  theok  In  jos- 
tice,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  head  of  the  War  DepMtKst, 
and  that  responsibility  may  rest  where  it  bclong^  Ib^ 
to  be  indulged  with  a  few  words  as  to  the  modeintfeh 
appointments  are  made.     There  is  allotted  to  eicli  Siit 
as  many  Cadets  as  there  are  HepreseiiUtivesand  S<nii«i5; 
and,  in  those  SUtes  which  elect  by  districts,  one  loau 
Consressional  district.     In  making  the  selection,  it '»» 
sonaole  to  suppose  that  recommendations  of  dci^ 
have,  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  great  weight  TV» 
sir,  suppoflie  that  those  abuses,  rcferretl  to  by  the  p* 
man  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Mitchill]  have  existrt-* 
it  not  be  understood  tliat  I  make  any  admisiion^t^^ 
or  ought  to  be,  responsible  for  these  abuses?  h^' 
whom  should  the  censure  fall  ?    Not  upoo  the  I^* 
or  his  Secretary,  but  upon  the  members.   In  jmw- 
the  useful,  as  well  aa  distinguished  officer  no*  it* 
head  of  the  War  Department,  I  will  fiirther  stitf, '^f^ 
know  to  be  true,  when  every  thing  else  is  equil,  t  ^ 
been  his  uniform  practice  to  give  the  preference,  a  i* 
selection  to  be  made,  to  the  son  of  him  who  ispv 
Having  met  some  of  the  objections  to  this  iniliiut)^»»* 
in  &et,  all  that  I  have  distinctly  beard,  and sbon t|ii' 
is  not  such  an  institution  as  it  has  been  represented 'j^- 
tliat  neither  this  Government  nor  admin'n^tioB  o^l^\^ 
be  censured  for  its  fostering  care  towards  it;  i^l 
present  adminbtration  lias  pursued  the  »"*^^^ 
wards  it  that  others  have  done;  that  the  expenU';^ 
are  the  same— for  1  did  understand  the  fS^^^^L. 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  CAmsoHl  to  withdraw  iU^F^ 
he  made  on  account  of  the  fifteen  thousand  do!hn^ 
the  supernumeraiy  lieutenants,  or  to  adnuttW.8»*^ 
former  administrations,  similar  appropriationii«'''J[; 
and  the  same  amount  paid — it  becomes  oece»7  ^^  ^ 
quire,  what  was  the  object  of  the  GovemiK^* " , 
United  States  in  the  estublishment  of  lhi»  «^?i 
What  are  the  benefits  which  are  derived  fn»n  ^  * 
whether  the  objects  contemplated  have  lx^«"»J*."::^ 
attained  ?    It  has  been  stated,  and  tmly  sUtc<l,  bv  v 
who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  thatths»nsW3^ 
was  projected  by  Waaliington,  aitd  founded  by  Jeft»  ^ 
I  would  add,  that  it  began  to  flourish  under  thej^'-j 
of  John  C.  Calhoun,  to  whom  it  seems  to  hate  bff^ 
dear  as  the  apple  of  the  eye,  who  was  devoted  to ''-^ 
on  all  occasions,  evinced  his  devotion.    The  mope*' 
declare^  by  any  vote  or  act  of  ours,  that  thisinshJ"^: 
an  useless  one  i  that  it  b  liable  to  those  imp«^^  . 
which  have  been  cast  upon  it,  that  moment,  »^  ^^ 
Vice  President,  if  not  sliorn  of  all  his  beams,  i«  "f?-; 
of  half  his  gloiy .    Look  wito  the  correspondent  v:\  • 
Washington  and  the  ContinenUl  Congress,  and.?*. 
find  him  continually  urging  upon  that  body,  P"^"*,', 
them,  the  necessity  which  eziated  for  the  empW'Of' 
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skilful  engineers.  They  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  coun- 
try, for  there  were  no  imliUry  schools  »  recourse  whs  h»d, 
and  necessarily,  to  foreign  countries,  as  has  since  been 
had,  for  that  military  skill  which  was  not  to  be  found  at 
jiome  ,•  and  military  science  was  then,  as  it  has  since  been, 
imported,  but  not  then,  nor  since,  so  as  to  answer  all  the 
requisilionsof  the  Government ;  and,  knowing  the  neces- 
sity for  such  schools,  its  establishment  was  among  the 
first  recommendations  of  the  first  President  of  these  Uni- 
ted States.    The  fortifications  which  were  commenced  in 
y«-some  of  which  were  finished,  most,  if  not  all,  have 
since  been  found  useless,  if  not  woree  than  useless;  for 
theu- erection  has  been  the  cause  of  trouble,  as  well  as 
expense,  in  pulling  them  down— show  the  necessity  of 
such  a  school.     Many  of  the  disasters  which,  during  the 
late  war,  attended  the  American  army,  show  the  want  of 
such  a  school :  for,  at  that  period,  the  graduates  were  few, 
and  not  one-tenth   part  of  the  number  required  could 
be  found.     1  might  add,  for  I  think  1  should  be  warrant- 
ed in  the  declaration,  that,  to  the  military  skill  which  was 
drawn  from  this  school,  are  we  mainly  indebted  for  many. 
It  not  all  the  brilliant  victories  of  our  army,  achieved  dur- 
ing that  war.     Perhaps,  sir,  the  commander  in  chief  would 
acknowledge,  that,  for  wliatever  share  of  honor  or  jrlorv 
t^iat  was  acquired  in  the  battles  of  Chippewa,  and  of 
Bridgewater,  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Erie,  and  in  the 
memorable  sortie  from  that  fort,  the  army  was  grcatlv  in- 
debted  to  the  sons  of  West  Point     The  monument  by 
him  erected  at  that  Point,  to  the  memory  of  the  gallant 
and  lamented  Wood  who  fell  in  that  sortie,  is  the  best 
evidence  of  his  estunatiou  of  the  efficient  service  of  those 
sons,  and  their  country's  obUgatioti.     Sir,  the  frequent 
calls  that  have  been  reccnUy  made  upon  Congress  for  an 
I     increase  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  might 
be  referred  to  as  further  evidence  of  the  utility  of  Uiis 
school,  and  of  the  advantages  which  it  will  confer  on  the 
nation  in  time  of  peace,  as  well  as  war.     The  young  men 
who  receive  the  honors  of  that  institution,  do  not,  from 
necessity,  join  the  army  j  it  is  optional  with  them  to  do  it 
or  not :  there  are  many  of  them  who  do  not,  but  return 
to  their  friends,  and  engage  in  civil  pursuits.    Are  there 
no  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  education  of  these 
men  at  this  school  ?    Yes,  sir,  their  knowledge  will   not 
be  as  water  spilt  upon  the  ground,  but,  even  in  the  ranks 
of  our  militia,  and  at  the  heads  of  our  militia  companies, 
it  u  ill  show  itself,  and  the  whole  militia  of  the  countiy 
-will  share  in  its  benefits ;  thus,  if  not  making  regular 
soldiers  of  our  militia,  extending  to  them  a  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  war  and  a  knowledge  which,  without  the  aid 
of  this  school,  could  not  be  well  acquired  in  time  of 
peace.     Not  to  extend  my  remarks  in  relation  to  this  in- 
stitution farther,  but  in  a  few  words  to  present  to  the 
House  its  advantages,  and  the  arguments  in  favor  of  con- 
tinuing the  patronage  it  has  ever  received— if,  in  peace, 
it  is  good  policy  to  prepare  for  war,  we  must  still  continue 
oup  patronage.     If  the  internal  improvements,  long  since 
comnoenced,  ara  to  be  further  prosecuted,  we  must  con- 
tinue our  patronage  ?  if  the  system  of  fortifications  com- 
menced,  and  now  in  a  progressive  state,  are  to  be  com- 
pleted, this  institution  must  receive,  and  continue  to  re- 
ceive  the  patronage  of  the  Govenimeiit,     If  it  be  correct 
to  discipline,  and  make  more  efficient  the  Militia  of  the 
States,  this  institution  must  be  maintained.    And,  Sir,  if 
vandalism  should  ever  commence  its  inroads  upon  this 
Iand«  destroying  whatever  is  valuable  in  the  institutions 
of  this  country,  created  by  a  salutary  and  liberal  policy, 
1  pray  God,  that  this  institution  will  be  tlie  last  spared 
monument,  and  will  remain  until  long  after  others  have 
felt  its  contaminating  touch,  unsullied  from  the  imposition 
of  its  withering  hands. 

Now,  Sir,  what  are  the  other  subjects  of  retrenchnient 
which  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  to  do  the  republic  some  ser- 
vice, as  well  as  their  patriotism,  have  directed  our  atten- 


tion to  }  Why,  Sir,  there  are  too  many  Auditors,  one  at 
least  of  them  can  be  spared.  The  5th,  we  are  told  by  one 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltoit]  must  now  be  an 
useless  officer,  and  that  office  ought  to  be  abolished ;  but 
in  this  attack,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  met  by  a 
gentleman  fron  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bugoakait]  who  tells 
him  that  this  officer  is  the  most  important  officer  of  the 
whole  of  them,  and  enumerates  the  duties  of  the  incum- 
bent ;  the  next  day,  another  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Daztisi.]  in  his  place,  tells  the  House,  that,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  best  to  spare  the  5lh  Auditor,  but,  as  to  the 
4th,  he  must  surely  die.  Why  this  shift,  and  sudden 
change  ?  Is  the  5th  less  obnoxious  to  gentlemen  than 
the  4th  Auditor;  if  so,  why  !  And  do  gentlemen  know 
any  thing  about  the  duties  of  either  of  these  officers,  and 
whether  they  are  not  as  numerous  and  as  onerous  now, 
as  they  heretofore  have  been  >  I  once  held  an  office 
under  this  Government,  held  it  until  I  came  here ;  the 
duties  of  which  made  me  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
duties  of  the  5th  Auditor,  and,  so  far  from  his  having 
nothing  to  do,  the  wonder  was,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
discharge  one  half  of  the  duties  which  the  office  has  de- 
volved upon  him.  What,  sir,  are  the  duties  of  that  officer  > 
He  is  the  Agent  of  the  Treasury,  and  Agent  of  all  the 
suite  brought  by  the  United  SUtes,  against  hundreds,  nay 
thousands  of  individuals,  almost  every  year ;  these  he  has 
to  superintend.  With  every  clerk,  every  marshal,  every 
attorney,  of  the  United  States,  in  the  twenty-four  States, 
and  their  Territories,he  is  in  constant  corre8pondence,from 
each  of  whom  be  receives  at  least  six  reports  a  year,  from 
some  of  them  more  than  that  number  \  he  has  charge  of 
the  whole  light-house  esUblishment,  those  built,  as  well 
as  those  ordered  every  year  to  be  built  ?  he  superintends 
a  great  share  of  the  moneys  disbursed  to  the  civil  officers 
of  this  Government,  as  well  as  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts.  I  have  not  now,  perhaps,  Mr.  Speaker,  refer^ 
red  to  one  half  of  the  duties  of  the  5th  Auditor— on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  and  it  was  when  the  bill  was  under  cona- 
deration  for  an  increase  of  the  Postmaster  General's  com- 
pensation, I  stated  to  the  House,  that  I  thought  the  duties 
of  this  officer  were  such  as  to  authorize  us  to  increase  his 
salary.  I  think  so  now,  and  would  vote  for  a  bill  report- 
ed for  that  purpose,  with  as  much  cheerfulness  as  for  any 
bill  that  could  be  reported  to  this  House.  With  the  du- 
ties of  the  4th  Auditor  1  am  not  so  well  acquainted,  but 
have  understood  that  he  has  to  settle  the  accounts  of  all 
tlie  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  that  is  but  a  small  part  of  his 
duties.  Neither  of  these*  offices  were  created  by  the 
present  Administration,  nor  by  any  law  passed  since  the 
commencement  of  this  Administration,  nor  were  the  sala- 
ries of  the  incumbents  fixed  by  any  law  passed  since — 
let  gentlemen  inquire,  before  the  attention  of  the  House 
is  directed  to  these  officers,  whether  tlie  same  causes  do 
not  now  exist  for  their  continuance,  which  existed  at  the 
time  they  were  created.  But,  as  another  ground  of  com- 
plaint,  and  I  suppose  as  a  chaise  against  this  Administnip 
tion,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Daniei.]  the  clerks  in  the  Departmente  do 
not,  like  the  laborers  in  that  State,  work  from  sun  to  sun; 
and  he  has  once  been  at  one  of  the  offices,  and  did  not 
find  the  clerk  with  whom  he  had  business  at  h'ls  desk. 
Sir,  they  do  not  work  from  sun  to  sun,  like  the  laborer  in 
the  field,  nor  do  they  so  work  any  where  else.  Are 
there  not  Banks  in  Kentucky,  and  do  the  cashiers  and 
their  clerks,  like  laborers  in  the  field,  work  from  sun  to 
sun  }  Do  the  clerks  in  the  State  or  Treasury  Depart- 
ment sin  that  State  work  from  sun  to  sun  ?  These  men,  like 
other  men  of  sedentary  habits,  must  have  a  tittle  time  to 
eat,  a  little  time  to  sleep,  a  little  time  for  recreation  or 
exercise— without  which  such  men  could  not  live.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  been  more  unfortunate 
than  other  men.  I  never  went  to  one  of  the  public  offices, 
during  office  hours,  without  finding  the  clerks  at  their 
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posts.  Perhaps,  when  the  gentleman  called,  the  clerk 
whose  business  it  was  to  give  him  the  information  requir- 
ed, was  sick.  We  all  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  the  du- 
ties of  the  clerks,  as  well  as  the  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments are,  during  the  time  Congress  is  in  session.  For 
nearly  one  half  ofa  session,  this  House  is  inundated  w'^th 
resolutions  calling  for  documents  and  information,  and  to 
comply  with  the  calls  made,  these  clerks  are  often  em- 
ployed nights  as  well  as  days.  Were  their  salaries  fixed, 
or  their  appointments  made,  under  this  Administration  ? 
No,  but  let  it  not  be  said,  however,  that,  as  a  friend  of  this 
Administration,  I  object  to  any  investigation  as  to  them. 
If  any  thing  can  be  found  to  be  retrenched,  let  it  be 
done. 

But  another  charge  against  this  Administration  is  pre- 
ferred, and,  consequently,  another  reason  for  inquiry  is 
given,  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  1'he  wait- 
ers of  tl)is  House  are  employed  by  members  in  folding 
the  Anii-Jackson  Convention  Address,  written  by  Chap- 
man Johnson,  to  be  sent  off  to  the  South,  to  produce  a 
re-actJon  in  the  public  mind.     If  there  be  nothing  in 
those  addresses  which  are  unanswerable,   the  gentleman 
ought  not  to  be  alarmed.    He  says  he  is  not,  and  that  the 
South  will  do  her  duty.     And,  if  so,  why  has  Chapman 
Johnson's  name  been  brought  into  this  debate  }     The 
waiters  of  this  Hoase  are  paid  by   the  day  ;  and,  if  not 
eaiployed  in  folding  these  addresses,  they  would  have 
been  doing  nothing.     Ought  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Caksoh]  complain,  when  the  same  wait- 
ers have  been  employed  in  folding  extra  Telegraphs, 
containing  billiard  table  speeches,  *'hich,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  has  intimated,  in  his  reply  to  my 
friend  from  Ohio,   [Mr.  Wxiobt]  have  had  a  wonderful 
effect,  and  have  wrought  great  changes  in  tlie  public 
mind  ?     If  the  People  receive  light  from  one  source,  and 
Rrc  willing  to  receive  it  from  another,  let  it  not  be  with- 
held. But,  sir,  if  there  be  any  abuses  in  this  Hotrse,  who 
are  answerable  for  them  ?     The  President^of  the  United 
States  ?  No,  sir  :  but  we  the  members  ;  and  let,  therefore, 
the  Committee  extend  their  inquiries  to  the  contingent 
expenses  of  this  House,  and  the  appropriations  which  are 
made  to  meet  them.     We  ought  to  look  into  them,  more 
especially  as  I  am   told   there  are    some    gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,   whose   conscientious  scruples  will  not 
permit  them   lo  receive  the   penknives  tliat  are   laid 
on  our  desks,    and  ,who   cany  to    their    constituents 
certificates  sigred  by  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse,  that  they 
did  not  receive  them.     From  present  appearances,  we 
shall  not  adjourn  until  the  return  of  the  season  for  that 
wholesome  beverage,  soda  water,  which  we  have  been"  in 
the   habit  of  drinking  at  the   public   expense.      The 
Committee  can  Inquire  whether  this  cannot  be  dispensed 
with.     I  am  anxious  about  this,  because  this,  is  well  as 
the  knives  in  some  sectioas  of  the  country,  is  put  down 
to  the  charge  of  this  Administration.     We  have  called 
for  charges  and  specifications,  Mr.    Speaker,  against  this 
Admmistration,  and  have  pledged  ourselves  to  meet  them. 
If,  when  gentlemen   had  preferred  all  the^  are  to   bring 
forward,  and  we  do  meet  them  satisfactorily  to  unpreju- 
diced minds,  would   it  be  unreasonable  in  us  to  require 
them  forever  af\er  to  hold  their  peace  }     Will  gentlemen 
in  the  Opposition  agree  to  this  ?     It  is  not  unreasonable 
in  us  to  require  this  at  their  hand.     Now,  sir.   let  us 
attend  to  all  these  charges,  and  what  are  they  ?     The  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.   King,  the  payment  of  John  A.  King, 
the  money  paid  John  H.  Pleasants,  the  construction  given 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  a  section  of  the 
Constitution  referred  lo  in  his  first  Message  on  the  Panama 
Mission.      These  are  all  the  charges  which  were  first 
preferred.     There  are  others  which  were  subsequently 
preferred  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
when   I  turn   my   view   to   him   who   preferred   them. 
The  appointment  of  Mr.  King  was  not  solicited  by  him. 


and  was  by  him  accepted  with  reluctance.   It  is  within 
the  recollection  of  this  House,  that  the  miasion  vras,  id 
the  first  place,  offered  to  a  distinguished  indiridual  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  who  was  then,  as  he  is  now,  the 
Governor  of  that  State.     When  he  declined  it,  the  ac 
ceptance  of  Mr.  King  wm  considered  rather  in  the  ligfcl 
of  a  favor  conferred  upon  the  Government,  than  on  \m  -. 
as  it  was  generally  acknowledged  that  of  all  the  men  la 
the  nation,  he  was  the  beat  qualified  to  settle  the  diffi- 
culties then  subsisting  between  this  nation  and  KnpUni 
But  Mr.  King  became  sick,  and  in  consequence  oTsick- 
ness,  was  unable  to  adjust,  or  to  attempt  the  adjustment, 
of  our  difficulties  with  England.     His  sickness  continu 
ing,  he  asked  to  be  recalled,  was  recalled ;  and,  shor'^ 
after  reaching  his  home,  died.     Then,  sir,  for  this  sck 
ness  of  Mr.  Kmg,  to  which  any  man  who  issenfibroad  '5 
liable— for  this  act  of  God,  this  AdmitwtnHon  b  to  be 
put  down.     I  have  noth'mg more  to  say  m reUbon  toth« 
charge  :  let  the  People,  let  a  candid  wortd  \^  «  «• 
John  A.  King  was  left  at  the  Court  of  St  Jw^cs,  a 
Charge  d'Affaires,  returned  to  this  country,  and  wp' 
for  his  services  as  others  have  been  padd  under  iB  ti:e 
preceding  Administi-ations,  for  simiUir  amices  » »w 
abundantly  proved  by  the  documents  subroiUcd  tJ  3 
last  Winter.       If  in  this  the  Administration  Iwfiw 
wrong,  so  have  all  which  preceded  it.    John  H  rw- 
sants  received,  as  the  bearer  of  despatches,  the  visai  ^ 
and  no  more.     He  was  distinetl  for  Sooth  AffieT5a»L 
prevented  by  sickness  going  the  whole  *st«"ce,e^  . ' 
ed  a  gentleman  to  finish  what  he  had  coramentti^ 
despatches  were  delivered  in  scasoQ,  and  the  ^ 
was  performed  to  the  sati^action  of  the  Gnvtnssjf^ 
And  why  do  gentlemen  so  often  rely  wponthisa«ao-: 
against  this  Administration  ?     Why  does  the  ^^^ 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Flotd]  soot^en  refer  to  tlm^''^ 
tion,  to  put  down  this  Administration  >    '*'^,^'^^''^ 
has  nothing  better  to  allege,  or  because  he  J*'^'^ 
friendship  for  John  H.    Pleasants  ?    Who  u  Jj  " 
Pleasants  ?     A  son  of  Virginia,  an  Editor  of  w  •^'^^; 
tration  paper,  published.  too>  at  Richmond,  »ck'*^?[j, 
ed  by  all  to  be  a  man  of  first  rate  talents.    A  sonr? 
of  the  distinguished  citizens  of  (hat  State— h« »*^^^^,^ 
a  number  of  years  a  member  of  this  House,  a  JJ^^jj 
for  a  number  of  years,  of  the  other  branch  ofthc^  *  ' 
Legislature,  and  afterwards  Governor  of  the  S***Y|V^ 
ginia  ;  who  has  received,  if  not  all  the  honors,  th«''f 
honors  that  Virginia  could   confer  upon  h'"^-.  ';!. 
holds  an  office  under  thi«  corrupt    Administrslio^  > 
fer  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  refer  to  another  chan^fj  "j" 
was  omitted  in  the  emunerationmade— achii^^f  Vj, 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Caw^V^.. 
Rochester,  we  are  told  by  him,  after  hewasapp^^'^ 
Secretary  of  JLeg^ation,  reniained' in  the  ^^^^^^xf 
ceiving  the  monej-  of  the  Government,  and  fk^  j, 
ed  for  an  important  office  in   the  SUte  of  Ne^^^r.^! 
is  true,   sir,  that  Mr.  Hochester's  name  was  ^.^^j 
important  office,  but  it  is  also  true,  thathevrast*  ; 
State  at  the  time  of  his  nomination  ;  that  he  **   j^ 
New  York  at  any  time  before  the  election ;  andi*  b^ 
true,  that  he  did  not  know  that  his  name  ***f'tj,t 
until  within  *a  vei7  short   time  befbre  the  f'*^^"*  ^^ 
place.     For  services  as  Secretary  of  Legttion  he «»  j;^ 
titled  to  pay  from  the  time  of  the  ratification  of »-  ^ 


mination  by  the  Senate  ;  perhaps  he  »*<^*'^^fV^ 
that  period.  He  was  at  all  times  ready  to  «n'"*^„j 
South  America,  and  the  Gentleman  from  North  I'f^'' 


knows  the  reason  why  the  mission  did  not  s 
Fall— it  was  in  consequence  of  the  sickncM,  the  F  J 
Icnce  of  the  yellow  fever,  at  the  place  '^''^'T.  L  i 
isters  were  to  assemble.  It  is  unnecessary  atthtf^^"-^,^ 
go  into  aMiscusson  on  the  propriety  of  theraf^^^  ^ 
sion  J  it  has  been  fully  discussed  ;  it  has  rece^J^  ^ 
sanction  of  both  Houses,  and  has  been  approve  »? 
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ition.      liVhat  woii Id  not  have  been  said  against  this  A<]^ 
inistrmtion,  if  the  miritation  to  attend  tke  meeting  at  Pa- 
kTna  had  not  been  accepted  ?    Because,  Sir,  the  meet- 
ly has  not  taken  place  as  was  expected,  is  the  Admin- 
tration  to  be  inculpated,  when  iu  fiiilurs  was  owing  to 
pinseii  over  which  we' had  no  control  ? 
I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  another  charge  preferred 
Y  the  g>entleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cakso^}— 
cltara^e  of  ignorance  or  corruption,  because  <he  Execu- 
ve  of  the  United  States  does  not  construe  the  second 
nragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of 
iic  Constitution  of  the  United  States  just  as  he  does, 
.^hat  gentleman,  after  quoting*  from  recollection,  a  part 
f  the  President's  first  message,  in  which  he  says,  if  tjie 
cntleman's  quotation  be  correct,  (speaking  of  the  Pa- 
lama   Mission,)  although  the  appointment  of  Ministers 
iraa  within  his  constitutional  competency,  he  preferred, 
or  reasons  gpven  in  the  message,  laying  the  subject  be- 
ore  the  Senate.     Now,  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina says  the  President  must  be  ignorant  or  corrupt,  for 
inch  a  construction  of  that  port  of  the  Constitution  re- 
ferred to.     Sir,  all  I  can  say  on  this  subject,  is  this,  that 
here  is  a  case  in  which  doctors  disagree — the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  on  one  side,  and  the  grentleman  from 
North  Carolina  on  the  other  $  it  is  a  question  about  which 
great  men  may  differ.     The  Senate  of  the  United  States 
were  also  divided  ;  it  would  not  be  altogether  decorous 
ft)r  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  say,  because  he 
differed  from  the  £^ntleman  from  North  Carolins,  that  he 
is  ignorant  or  corrupt,  and  perhaps  the  imputations  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  are  not  altogether  correct 
Admit,   Sir,  the  President's  construction  was  incorrect, 
the  conaeqtiences  contended  for  do  not  follow— the  Pre- 
sident mig'ht  hare  innocently  erred.     I  confess.  Sir,  it  is 
not  within  my  constitutional  competency  to  decide,  when 
such  men  differ.     This  is  all  I  have  to  say  relative  to  this 
charge.^  There  is  one  charge  against  this  Administra- 
tion, which  1  have  seen*in  the  newspapers,  which  the  gen- 
tlemen opposed  to  us  have  omitted.    I  regret  this,  be- 
cause it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  make  charges  for 
the  purpose  of  answering  them,  and  I  regret  the  more, 
because,  in  the  omission,  they  may  have  unintentionally 
done  injustice  to  their  friends.     I  will,  in  passing,  refer 
them  to  it :  The  Secretary  employed  a  clerk  in  one  of 
the  Departments  to  carry  the  la«ysof  the  United  States  to 
Vermont — his  influence  with  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
laturo  of  that  State  was  so  great,  that  the  exercise  of  it 
prevented  the  election  of  a  gentleman  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature,  who  professed  great  friend* 
8l)ip  for  this  Administration,  but  who  was  suspected  not 
to  possess  all  he  professed  to  have,  and  who,  as  subse. 
queiit  events  have  shewn,  did  not  possess  all  he  professed 
tu  have.    1  refer  gentlemen  to  this,  because  I  should  like 
to  have  all  at  once,  and  do  not  like  to  meet  things  piece- 
meal.   Perhaps,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  miglit  as  well  now,  as  at 
any  other  time,  meet  an  objection  made  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotr]   which  has  been 
made  by  another  gentleman,  whose  raroarks  I  have  not 
yet  noticed.    At  first  1  thought  it  best  to  reserve  my  re- 
marks upon  this  objection  until  I  came  to  the  other  gen- 
tleman'a  remarks.     Mr.  Adams,  we  are  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Vii^nis,  claimed  an  outfit  for.  going  &om 
Russia  to  Ghent,  and  this  too  was  in  1815,  not,  of  course, 
imder  the  present  Administmtion.     Four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  only  were  allowed  ;  in  ttie  settlement  of 
his  aocoiints,  while  he  was  Secretary  of  SUte  under  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  chum  for  the  balance  was  persisted  in  by 
him)  and  the  question  of  allowance,  or  not,  was  referred 
to  the  law  officer  of  the  Government,  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral uf  the  United  States,  who  considered  the  c^e  so  clear, 
that  he  unhesitatingly  reported  in  fiivor  of  the  allowance  ) 
it  was,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  allowed  and  paid.     This,  Sir,  strange  as  it 


may  appear,  is  exhibited  as  a  charge  agunst  this  Admin* 
istration.     Does  the  honorable  member  from  Vii|^inta  set 
his  own  opinion  up  in  opposition  to  tjhe  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  ?    Does  he  say  that  opmion  way 
incorrect  P    But  still,  it  is  a  charge    M^ainst   thia;  A4r 
ministration,  this   allowance  to  Mr.    Adams  un^flVi  4he 
Administration  of  Mr.  Monroe.    It  appears  Mfmtfff.^n 
that,  in  making  this  charge,  the  honorableu•flBMfll#«i^J]flP 
travelled  out  of  the  record.     Mr.  Monroeift  mH.'Wim^m 
trial,  and  we  cannot  try  one  case  in  the  bowels  of  anoy- 
ther.    I  have  always  been  told,  that  what  was  pertinent 
to  the  issue,  was  admissible  evidence,  and  that  alone.     To 
what  shifts  are  gentlemen  driven  in  order  to  pull  down 
this   wicked   Administration  ;  to  what  straits   are  they 
fbroed^    Let  us  take  cognizance  of  the  case,  what  does 
it  amount  to  ?    Why,  that  Mr.  Adams  conceived  that  he 
was  entitled  to  4500  dollars,  in  addition  to  what  he  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  authorities  of  the  Government  thought 
he  waa  entitled  to  It,  and  the  same  was  paid  him.  Where, 
from  this  view,  can  we  find  the  evidence  of  the  charges 
which  are  brought  against  the  Administration  P    Where 
the  sinecures  >    Where  the  increased  salariea  }    Where 
the  increase  of  officers  >    A.  few  Clerks  have  been  added 
to  the  Departments,  and  some  have  been  dismissed,  as 
the  Departments  to  whioh  they  were  attached  did  not 
require  the  number   which  had  been   employed.    But 
neither  the  President  nor  his  Secretaries  did  this— it  was 
the  result   of  Legislative  enactment.     The  Postmaster 
General  is  the  only  ofiieer  in  the  Government  whose  sal- 
ary has  been  increased  (  I  well  recollect  this:  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennaylvania,  who  cries  aloud  on  all  occa- 
sions'—a gentleman  finona  Georgia,  not  now  here,  but  at 
this  time  the  Governor  of  that  State,  [Mr.  Fobsttb]  and 
myself,  formed  the  trio  that  voted  against  it.    1  was  not 
opposed  to  an  increase,  but  was  o]) posed  to  so  great  an 
incpease^not  becjuse  t  did  hot  conceive  the  Head  of  - 
that  office  entitled  to  it,  but  because  we  were  legrislatinff 
for  the  office  and  not  for  the  man  ;  and  that  the  incum- 
bent would  not,  as  some  gentlemen  had  prayed  the  Re« 
volutionary  soldiers  would,  live  forever.     I  stated  then, 
and  I  repeat  it  now,  that  no  man  did,  or  could.  Hold  that 
officer  in  higher  estimation  than  I  did.     But  why  shoukl 
the  House  be  detained  by  this  war  of  words,  this  parade 
about  extravagance,  profligacy,  and  corruption,  since  we 
are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Mc 
Duma]  that  no  committee  that  we  can  appoint  will  be 
able  to  find  any  thing  in  the  proposed  invesiigation  to  find 
fiiult  with— the  very  limb  upon  which  the  mover  of  these 
resolutions  stood,  has  been  cut  off  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  he  suffered  to  fall  having  nothing 
left  for  his  support.     Another  gentleman  [Mr.  lUvuoLPaJ 
is  appKhensive  tliat,  so  far  from  the  proposed  iiivestiga* 
tion  furnishing  any  thing  to  condemn  the  Administration, 
it  may  result  m  keeping  up  a  sinking  cause,  and  conse- 
quent  ly  this  is  not  the  accepted  ti  me.    He  gives  his  firiends 
^the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Kentucky^  [Mr.  Chiltov 
and  Mr.  Dastikl]  a  rap  over  the  knuckles,  in  telling  them 
that  young  doctors  are  not  called  upon  for  their  medU 
cine;  raw  hands  who  Iiavejust  signed  the  portage  bill, 
must  learn  to  follow  the  directions  of  others,  but  must  not 
pretend  to  lead  or  direct  in  any  thing. 

With  a  few  remarks  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  who  had  the  floor  yesterday,  [Mr.  Ivo- 
bah]  I  will  leave  this  discussion  to  other  hands  $  and 
if,  in  following  that  gentleman,  I  am  obliged  to  travel 
out  of  the  record,  let  the  error  rest  with  him,  and  not 
with  me :  for.surely,  if  the  gentleman  has  wandered  in 
nuking  his  atUck,  I  shall  be  excused  in  wandering  from 
the  question  now  before  the  House,  in  defending.  It  is 
cerUinly  to  be  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  not  been  influenced  by  the  advice  which  he 
waa  so  willing  to  give  to  others.  We  are  told  by  him  that 
this  discussion  ought  to  be  confined  to  what  is  before  the 


1348 


GALES  €5?  BEATON'S  BEGISTER 


I24i 


H.  ov  a] 


jRdnn^menL 


[Ja».  29,  Ifft 


Hoaie,  and  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  what  is  not  before 
the  House  ;  tbd  we  ought  not  to  defend  ouneUes  ag[mii|st 
eharget  when  none  are  made  1  that  this  AdministratioD  is 
not  answerable  for  the  oflSces  which  hare  been  created, 
nor  the  salsries  which  are  paid  those  who  are  in  office  ; 
the  proposition  is  to  inauire  into  the  expenditure  of  mo- 
neys at  the  disposal  of  the  President  and  his  Secretaries^ 
to  see  if  there  iiare  been  any  abuses  t  that  in  the  aettle* 
ment  of  the  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  there  are  some  ac- 
counts the  settlement  of  which  the  President  directs, 
without  specifications — ^into  these  would  he  look.  We 
will  see,  by  followinjr  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
whether  he  has  confined  himself  to  what  he  deems  to  be 
the  proposition  before  the  House.  John  A .  King  is  again 
brought  before  ut,  and  the  gentleman  has  intimated  that 
the  settlement  of  this  account,  and  the  payment  of  the 
monejT  which  he  received,  was  a  matter  of  secrecy  \  that, 
when  it  was  known  that  these  accounts  were  settled,  and 
the  sum  paid  was  also  known,  the  Secretary  of  State 
issued  his  mandate,  and  every  Clerk  in  his  Department 
was  called  before  him,  each  one  expecting  to  be  dismtsfed, 
and  each  asked,  did  you  give  the  information  }  did  you, 
or  you  f  and  told  that,  whenever  it  should  be  found  out 
who  did  give  the  information,  that  he  who  gave  the  iiifor- 
mation  should  be  dismissed.  And  the  gentleman  would 
have  it  beliered  that  the  settlement  of  these  aecounU  was 
a  private  settlement,  and  the  Administnltion  had  an  inter- 
est in  keeping  it  from  the  public:  that  these  were  accounts 
settled,  too,  and  paid  by  direction  of  the  President,  with- 
out specifications.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
is  mistaken ;  thsre  was  no  secrecy,  there  could  have  been 
none  1  it  would  be  idle  for  a  moment  to  believe  there 
eouM  have  been  any  <  the  accounts  were  settled,  and  the 
money  paid,  not  by  the  direction  of  the  President,  and 
not  without  specifications  \  and  the  gentleman  ouglit  to 
have  known  this,  as  we  had  the  whole  transaction  before 
us  last  Winter,  but  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  the  Und 
and  the  settled  usages  of  the  Department  ?  and  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  parade  which  the  gentleman  has  made, 
relative  to  the  calling  on  and  threatening  the  clerks  for  di- 
vulging this  secret :  this  I  am  autliorized  to  say.  It  was 
well  known  that  John  A.  King  came  to  this  city  to  settle 
his  accounts;  his  business  here  was  notorioui^  While  here 
he  was  at  Urge,  and  nothing  like  secrecy  did,  and  noth 
ing  like  secrecy  could  mark  ihe  transaction.  The  settle- 
ment of  those  accounts  was  at  all  times  sabject  to  our  in- 
spection, liable  to  be  laid  before  us  when  called  for,  and 
laid  before  us,  in  fiict  as  soon  as  the  call  was  made.  Wliere, 
then,  is  the  abuse,  and  if  none,  why  is  tliis  transaction  re- 
ferred  to,  and  these  suggestions  made,  but  to  poison  the 
public  mind  >  And  if  the  gentleman  is  disposed  to  regard 
at  all  the  professions  with  which  he  commenced,  and  the 
advice  he~  was  so  free  to  give  others,  why  does  he  refer 
to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Adams's  accounts,  under  Mr. 
Monroe's  administration,  and  reiterate  the  charge  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  unless  for  an  effect  here  or  else- 
where ?  Is  this,  sir,  confining  the  discussion  to  what  is 
before  the  House  P  What  has  the  detached  parts  of 
the  letter  read  by  the  gentleman  to  do  with  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House  ?  Nothing  <  yet  still  they  make  no 
cbarges,  and  we  were  not  called  upon  to  defend.  The 
gentleman,  in  his  candor,  tells  us,  he  ib  not  willing  this 
House  should  try  wliat  belongs  to  the  People  to  try,  and 
what  they  will  try,  this  Administration  \  yet,  for  fear  they 
should  well  and  trtily  try,  with  the  same  candor  we  are 
told,  that,  in  tiie  late  election,  tiie  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  violated,  and  the  Administration  is  compared  to 
a  man  who  breaks  into  his  house,  who  is  entitled  to  no 
indulgence  from  him,  after  this  forcible  entry,  for  the 
good  care  he  has  taken  of  tlie  hfmse  and  furniture  while 
in  possesion  ;  and  that,  in  the  trial  of  this  Administration, 
it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  election,  or  to  a  period 
anterior  to  it.    Now,  sir,  all  tiiese  remarks  are  uncalled 


for,  and  according  to  the  gentlenum's  own  declsratjo.%  d* 
not  belong  to  the  proposition  before  the  House;  tbe% 
must  then  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  those  trier 
(the  People)  who  are  to  try  this  Admlnlstratioii.  A^  u 
tthe  late  election,  inasnuch  as  we  spent  aiz  weeks,  the  £v 
session  of  the  last  Congress,  in  discussing  the  resolutic-  i 
of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Sou6i  Can4iin,  [Mr 
M'DurriB]  to  alter  the  Constitution,  and  in  that  siJac^ 
non,  fully  investigated  the  late  Presadential  electtpo  ;  u 
discussions  for  the  benefit  of  the  People  have  been  ha4 
relative  to  that  election,  from  that  time  to  tliis,  the  ^es- 
tleman  mirht,  with  propriety,  have  refrained  fioin  the  re 
marks  which  he  has  made,  as  he  has  always  been  at  hber 
ty  to  disclose  all  he  knows,  calling  In  question  the  pttnrr 
of  that  election,  and  if  he  had  known  any  thing,  hu  acrer 
been  in  want  of  a  disposition  to  make  the  discfasan^  Wtit 
will  satisfy  the  gentleman  ?  It  is  imposaibJe  to  teH  In 
answer  to  extracts  from  two  messages  of  tbe  Presdent, 
read  by  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WBiear^icsKBRBeod- 
ing  economy  in  all  our  appropriationai  he  t^b  «&»  ihst 
this  was  intended  for  political  effect,  and,  ccmaequeathr* 
tbe  President  is  entitled  to  no  merit  Ibr  the  recomcaeadi- 
tion.  If  he  had  not  made  the  recommendationa,  tlies 
this  Administration  would  have  been  a  profligate  and  pro- 
digal Administration,  and  must  of  course  have  bceap^ 
down.  Do  what  they  will,  the  gentleman's  objecOcztf  ta 
them  remain — if  the  act  be  good,  then  tbe  ^uosmas^ 
bad,  and  if  the  9110  animo  is  good,  why  then,  in  tniih,\^ 
act  is  bad,  as  is  shown  in  the  missions  to  £i^gland  tad  to 
Panama.  If  both  the  act  and  the  guo  animo  are  good, 
why  then.  Sir,  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  was  Tt^jUsi, 
in  the  late  election  for  President.  What,  I  ask.  in  God't 
name,  can  or  will  command  the  respect,  or  merit  the  ip> 
probation,  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ?  Andf^ 
ther,  if  the  affairs  of  the  General  Government  haret»en 
well  and  faithfully  administered,  he  would  have  us  loek 
at  the  attempts  to  influence  the  State  Lieeislaturea.  Prim 
ers  uf  the  laws  have  been  diamissed,  and  the  only  reias 
assigned  for  the  dismission  of  one,  was  his  abuse  of  the  Ad- 
ministration that  employed  him,  referring*,  as  I  pr^iise 
the  gentleman  did,  to  the  case  of  Isaac  Hill,  of  Xev 
Hampshire.  If  the  Administration  be  prepared  to  ass^n 
as  good  reasons  for  all  their  acts,  as  for  thia^  th^  vJ 
stand  higher  in  my  estimation  than  tlicy  now  do  ?  the  em- 
ployment of  our  enemies  is  bad  policy,  and  no  admiea- 
tration  can  be  sustained  by  it.  Some  of  the  editors  of  ti^fe 
public  journals  which  print  the  law^  are  now  in  <^et 
hostility  to  the  Administration  that  gives  them  their  pi- 
tronag^.  The  patronage  of  the  Adm'nislratioo  belongs, 
all  other  things  being  equal,  to  those  who  support  t^e 
Administration  {  and  I  am  pleased  to  learn  from  the  gea- 
tieman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  those  in  power  tote 
adopted  or,  if  you  please,  are  about  to  adopts  thispna- 
ciple.  When  General  Jackscm  is  made  Prcsideflt,  we 
shall  not  compkin  if  he  does  the  same  ;  by  doii^  it  be 
can  satisfy  but  a  few  of  the  hungry  expectants— a  dif- 
ferent course  would  disappoint  the  whole.  But,  sir,  vhal 
are  these  attempts  to  influence  State  Legislatures  ?  We 
have  been  referred  to  the  case  of  the  removal  of  one  of 
the  printers  of  the  Uws,  and  I  have  rcfeired  to  the  cause 
of  bis  dismission.  I  know  of  no  such  an  attempt.  1  hare 
heard  of  State  Legislaturas  proscribing  individuals,  be- 
cause  they  would  not  worship  this  idol,  and  I  would  refer 
the  gentleman  to  the  case  of  William  Clarke,  late  Treasar- 
er  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania:  Connected  with  the 
charge  whidi  the  ^entlenun  has  made,  of  attempts  on  tbt 
part  of  this  Administration  to  influence  the  State  Legisb- 
tures,  he  has  referred  to  the  employment  of  John  bions, 
of  Philadelphia,  to  print  the  laws,  and  to  fumi^  the  sta- 
tionery and  printing  for  the  customhouse ;  and,  if  he  h^ 
the  power,  he  would  brand  him  with  infamy,  fbr  Ubellinj^ 
a  distingujslied  individual,  whom  he  charged  with  tbe 
murder  of  six  militia  men.    J  aim  Biuns  b  not  now  ou  trial 
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1  if  he  was,  he  would  not  require  my  aid,  to  vindicate 
n  from  any  aspersions  that  may  be  cast  upon  him  {  he 
lot  liere  to  answer  for  himself  and  if  he  were,  could 
t  :  for  we  are  privileged  men,  and  not  accountable  for 
lat  we  my.  John  Binns  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
Ivania  are  not,  therefore,  on  an  equal  fooling  ;  if  they , 
;re,  he  could  vindicate  himself;  if  he  libelled  General 
ckson,  are  there  not  persons  the  gentleman  Um  libelled^ 
>r  he  too  has  published  his  pamphlet  for  the  benefit  of 
e  People.  John  Binns  is  a  respectable  magistrate  in 
e  second  city  in  the  Union,  and  has  the  confidence  of 
e  People,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  the  gentleman  from 
Minsj^lvania.  John  Binns  once  belonged  to  the  same 
irty  in  Pennsylvania  that  gentleman  belonged  to,  and 
was  successful ;  John  Binns  once  belonged  to  a  party 
th«it  state  which  opposed  that  gentleman,  and  his  party, 
id  ptit  them  down.  John  Binns  will  sliow  the  gentle- 
an,  in  less  than  one  year  from  now,  what  he  has  done, 
s  will  do  again,  and  the  gentleman  will  find  himself  a- 
Atn  in  the  minority. 

Lllere  the  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  PsAaci  to  order,  as 

orsonalities  could  not  be  allowed.] 

I  ask  pardon.  Sir,  and  will  desist,  alihough  I  would 

ave  been  pleased  to  have  run  the  parallel  further.    Let 

s,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  a  moment,  turn  to  the  contingent 

ind,  or  money  annually  appropriated  to  meet  the  cen- 

ngent  expenses  of  this  Government :  for  this  is  the  fund 

rhich  is  liable,  if  I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 

ylvania,   to  such  gross  abuses,  and  from  which,  as  one 

^ould  suppose  from  the  tenor  of  his  arguments,  a  good 

hare  of  the  patronage  ^f  the  Administration  is  derived. 

low  stands  the  case 7  By  the  Constitution,  "  no  money 

hall  be  drawn   from  the  Treasury,  but,  in  consequence 

)f  appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and  a  regular  statement 

nd    account   of  the  receipts   and  expenditures   of  all 

uiblic   money  shall  be  published   from  time  to  time." 

<o  moneys  can  be  drawn  without  appropriations.     And 

V  ho  makes  tl»e  appropriations  ?  Not  the  President  and 

lis  SecreUries,  but  Confrress.     A  reference  to  the  Trea- 

iiry  estimate  for  the  cuiTv;nt  year  will  perhaps  bestex- 

>lain  the  nature  of  the  contingent  expenses,  and  the  fund 

»rovided  for  defraying  bf  them.    The  whole  amount  asked 

or,  IS  $  8,990,580  44— and  of  this  sum,  the  following  sums 

o  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  theDc partment  of 

itate  : 

For  Books,  |2,000 

Binding  Books,  500 

Stationery  and  Parchment,  1,500 

Mediterranean  Passports,  1,500 

Blank  Personal  Passports,  Circulars,  &c.  1,000 

Fuel  and  Candles,  900 

Newspapers  for  the  Office  and  Agents  abroad,     500 

Translations  of  Foreign  Ijangiiagcs,  350 

Forage  for  Messengers'  horses,  200 

Expenses  in  distributing  Congressional  Docu« 

nients,  300 

Wages  of  a  laborer,  300 

Miscellanies,  1,000 

Extra  Copy  ing  of  Papers,  1 ,000 

Printing  m  Newspapers,  and  in  Pamphlet 
Form,  the  Jjiws  of  the  first  Session  of  20th 
Congress,  13,500 

Distributiun  of  the  Acts  of  Congress  through- 
out tlie  States  and  Territories,  3,000 

$  27,550 
Now,  of  the  whole  of  this  siim,  amounting  to  twenty- 
scren  thousan:!  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollurs,  not  one 
cent  of  it  is  at  tlie  command  of  the  Presitlent,  nor  can 
line  cent  of  it  be  paid  or  expended  in  a  way  to  escape 
Mir  examination,  and  not  to  be  open  to  our  inspection. 
Let  the  committee  ascertain,  if  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  State  has  not  al- 


ready done  to  their  satisfaction,  whether  this  sum,  the 
usual  appropriation,  has  not  been  applied  to  the  usual  and 
ordinary  purposes,  and  settlements  made  in  the  common 
and  ordinary  form — whether  vouchers  have  not  been  taken 
for  all  the  money  paid,  and  whetiier  secrecy  veils  any  part 
of  this  expenditure.     An  examination  of  the  acts  of  Con.' 
gress  will  show,  that  this  is  the  usual  amount  appropriat- 
ed for  that  Department,  and  the  other  Departments  and 
offices'  have,  to  defray  similar  expences,  annual  appro- 
priations.   I  have  referred  to  the  State  Department,  be- 
cause it  was  the  first  mentioned  in  the  Treasury  estimate. 
In  addition  to  these  appropriations  for  the  Departments 
and  offices,  a  sum  of  money  has  lieretofore  been  asked 
for,  and  appropriated — sometimes  fif\y  tliousand  dollars, 
but  seldom  less  than  half  that  sum,  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expences  of  foreign  intercourse  {  but  this  extrava- 
gant Administration  require  for  the  year  1828,  no  appro- 
priation whatever  to  defray  this  exnence.     The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  has,  no  douot,  amused  the  House 
with  his  statement  of  moneys  pud,  and  accounts  directed 
to  be  settled  by  the  President,  without  specifications,  but 
did  not  inform  the  House  in  what  cases  this  was  done* 
and  how  often  it  was  done,  or  whether,  under  this  Ad- 
ministration, it  had  been  ever  done.     Sometimes,  our  Mi- 
nisters abroad  find  it  necessary  to  employ  men  to  go  from 
one  Court  to  another,  on  private  buisneas,  which  the  in- 
terest of  the  nation  requires  should  be  kept  secret.     For 
this  they  are  paid  a  stipulated  sum,  and  in  the  settlement 
of  the  Minister's  accounts,  this  sum  paid  bf  them  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  for  foreign  intercourse,  is  directed  by 
the  President  to  be  allowed  without  specification,  and 
this  is  the  only  money,  to  my  knowledge,  which  is  paid 
in  tliis  way.    It  has  not  been,  under  any  Administration,  a 
frequent  occurrence,  and  I  am  not  aware  that,  under  this, 
there  has  been  a  case  of  the  kind.    So  much  for  these 
payments,  and  this    source  of  Government  patronage. 
And,  as  this  Administration  lisks  for  no  appropriation  for 
the  contingent   expences  of  foreign  intercourse,  how  do 
the  charges,  insinuations,  and  suggestions  made,  stand  ? 
If,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Administration  be  not  answer- 
able for  the  number  of  officers,  and  the  amount  paid  them; 
if  the  contingent  expences  of  the  different  Departments 
and  offices  are    not  larger    than    they  have  herettfore 
been ;  are  paid  in  the  usual  way  ;  if  those  in  power  ask 
I  nothing  for  the  contingent   expences  of  foreign  inter- 
course, what  will  they  be  called  upon  next  to  answer  to  f 
After  all,  to  give  to  the  world  the  gentleman's  objections 
ill  a  few  words,  he  does  not  like  this  administration,  and 
I  those  now  in  office  must  be  turned  out,   and  a  change 
I  must  take  place,   or  the  Government  will  be  destroyed, 
I  and  the  country  ruined.     I  will  trouble  the  House  no 
longer ;  and  if  I  have  occasionally  travelled  out  of  the 
I  road  in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  I  have  had  to  follow  the 
'  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  this  is  my  apology  for 
I  so  doing. 

I  Mr.  B  ELL  addressed  the  House  to  the  following  effsct : 
When  this  discussion  commenceil,  T  did  not'suppose  that 
I  any  thing  could  possibly  occur  which  would  draw  me  into 
its  vortex.  It  is  not  my  fault  that  I  am  now  induced  to  en- 
gage in  it.  1  feel,  however,driven  to  the  necessity  of  throw- 
ing myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  a  few 
moments,  by  what  has  been  thrown  out  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  I  trust  1  shall  not  indulge  in  thut  discursive 
range  6f  remark  which  has  distinguished  the  course  of 
gentlemen  who  liave  preceded  me,  on  both  sides  of  the 
question. 

On  a  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  vot«d 
in  the  affirmative.  Although  the  House  could  have  felt 
no  interest  in  the  motive  of  that  vole,  yet  it  was,  perhap?, 
due  to  mysc'lf  to  have  explained  the  reasons  which  infiu- 
enced  me  in  giving  it,  (without  being  prompted  to  do  so 
by  the  insinuations  of  any  gentleman,)  that  it  might  not 
appear  to  be  inconsUtcnt  with  the  vote  I  may  now  give, 
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and  the  courae  I  aliAli  steadily  punue  in  the  future  stagCB 
of  this  measure.  Nov.  no  other  alternative  is  left  me.  The 

auestion  has  been  significantly  propounded  to  some  of 
le  more  prominent  gentlemen  who  voted  as  I  did  upon 
that  question.  Did  they  mean  to  stiBe  inquiry  while  they 
continued  to  urge  the  charge  of  prodigality  and  abuse  in 
the  public  expenditures,  against  the  administration  / — 
Without  supposing  for  One  moment,  that  my  vote  could 
be  of  sufficient  consequence  to  attract  the  attention  of 
any  gentleroah,  upon  this  or  any  other  question,  yet,  as  I 
would  not  rest  under  any  censure  which  may  be  attempted 
to  be  cast  on  others,!  answer  to  the  interrogatory  for  myself 
— No.  And  if  a  direct  charge  of  such  an  unfair  intention 
was  intended  to  be  made,  I  answer,  that  the  gentleman 
who  made  it  could  not  have  believed  it  true. 

When  the  original  resolutions  were  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  I  saw  in  tlieir  ill-digested  form 
(and  when  I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  could 
have  given  them  a  better  shape)  the  substance  of  a  pro- 
position for  a  geneiul  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government.  To  a  well-timed  proposition  of  that 
nature,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  I  would  never  be  opposed. 
Inquiries  into  supposed  excesses  in  the  regular  and  ordi- 
nary appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  or 
into  the  abuses  supposed  to  attend  their  disbursement  by 
its  officers^  will  always  be  productive  of  some  good  in 
Government,  constituted  on  whatever  principles  it  may, 
although  ne  immediate  legislative  enactment  of  a  reme- 
dial nature  may  be  the  result  of  them.  The  very  discus- 
sions which  attend  proposition^  for  such  inquiries,  serve 
to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  watchfulness  in  tlie 
People  in  regard  to  that,  which,  when  properly  manag- 
ed, constitutes  their  strength,  and  which,  under  evil  aus- 
pices, may  be  converted  into  the  material  of  their  weak- 
ness. For,  in  the  estimate  of  a  nation's  sti'ength,  this  pa- 
radox intrudes  itself— that  which  forms  tlie  chief  sinew 
of  its  power,  mav,  at  the  same  time,  become  the  source 
of  its  matest  debility.  National  wealth  (if  I  may  be  per- 
.  mitted  a  common-place  argument)  can  no  where  be  as 
safely  and  properly  exhibited  as  in  the  hands  of  the  Peo- 
ple who  creat<:d  it ;  and  there  it  should  remain,  except 
such  portion  of  it  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
protection  and  free  enjoyment  of  the  balance.  When, 
therefore,  a  nation  shall  have  arrived  at  that  point  in  its 
organization,  when  it  deliberates  upon  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  certain  institutions  as  useless  or  improper,  and 
of  curtailing  certain  expenditures  as  extrava'r  in  t,  we  may 
take  it  fcr  ^ranted  that  the  annual  modieum  uf  the  Peo- 
ple's weulth,  which  is  absolutely  necewaiy  to  be  di-awn 
from  their  pockets,  is  already  Urge  enough,  sikI  that  no 
new  institutions  will  be  created,  and  no  addditional  exac- 
tions enforced.  Hut  1  go  farther.  I  would  have  support- 
ed a  well-timed  proposition  of  this  nature,  for  a  better, 
reason.  I  have  entertained  the  opinion,  as  1  do  now,  that 
the  expenditures  in  some  branches  of  the  j)ublic  service 
Mould  bear  retrenchment  without  injury  to  the  interests 
of  the  countrt»  and  to  the  very  great  rchef  of  the  People. 
1  have  thought  that  the  career  of  this  Government,  during 
a  late  administration,  was  marked  with  a  wasteful  appro- 
priation of  tlie  public  revenue,  and  that  the  present  ad- 
ministration has  entitled  itself  to  still  higher  distinction  in 
the  same  prodipl  course.  I  believe,  too,  that  the  pre- 
sent administration  contemplated,  at  one  time,  still  greater 
eminence  in  this  way,  than  they  have  since  thought  it 
prudent  to  attain.  1  am  of  opinion,  that,  for  a  part  of  tliis 
extravagance,  the  Executive  officers  of  the  Government 
arc  alone  responsible,  and' that  Congress  may  well  come 
in  for  the  balance  of  tlie  responsibility.  How  this  respon- 
sibility should  be  divided  between  those  two  departments 
of  the  Government,  1  will  not  undertake  to  determine  { 
nor  will  I  at  this  time,  be  drawn  into  a  specification  of  in. 
sUnces  of  the  extravagance  in  the  Executive  ofEcers  of 
tlic  Government ;  neiUier  will  I  be  forced,  upon  this  oc- 


casion, into  an  argument  of  the  apeciScatjona  that  others 
have  thought  proper  to  make  in  the  course  of  ih'ts  de- 
bate. In  speaking  of  the  extravagance  oi  the  Govenv 
ment,  I  beg  leave  to  sUte,  that  my  opinion,  if  it  tony  be 
regaided  as  of  any  consequence,  has  been  farmed  upon 
facU  which  I  have  never  heard  tlisputed  ;  a*id  what  I  roaj 
*n<«w,  or  at  any  other  time,  say  of  the  conduct  of  tbc  prt- 
sent  administration,  will  be  found  to  be  bas^  upon  as- 
certained facta,  about  which  I  expect  to  speak  fredy, 
witliout  tlie  imputation  of  joining  ui  a  hue  and  ciy  mere- 
ly for  party  purposes.  I  despise  a  senseless  clamor  ai 
much  as  any  man,  but  I  am  not  prepared  io  admit  thst 
this  is  one.     The  inquiry  may  shew  how  this  is. 

Whether  a  Government  is  extravagant  or  not,  I  look 
upon  as  a  question  about  which  gentlemen  may  differ  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  they  n^y  entertain  of  the  policy 
of  a  Government  in  relation  to  iu  expendftitfcs.-    Some 
af«  of  opinion  that  tiie  Government  should  anay  ilseif  in 
some  degpree  of  splendor,  believing  tbat  the  ivspcslud 
reverence  of  the  People  may  be  secmred  in  that  wa>, 
while  others  entertain  the  opinion  I  have  already  exprcs»< 
ed  upon  that  point.    As  to  the  question,  whether,  is  tbe 
disbursement  of  the  funds  placed  under  the  dmcrettomry 
control  of  any  of  the  Executive  DepaiUneBta  of  tbe  tio- 
vemment,  any  part  of  those  funds  has  been  appied  m 
illegal  or  corrupt  uses,  I  concur  in  the  sentianent  expms* 
ed  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cx.amK',  atoae 
dignified  and  manly  course  m  this  debate  must  gais^ 
the  respect  of  every  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  alkfaa^ 
some  of  them  may  not  agree  with  him  in  political  o^'Sms^ 
That  gentleman  said,  that  upon  the  eve  of   the  inveS4> 
tion,  rtason,  justice,  and  Christian  charity,  require -.rf 
the  testimony  should  be  heard  before  sentence  of  ^-: 
should  be  pronounced.     So  let  it  be.     Uut  the  q-itssu 
recurs,  why  is  the  proposition  ili-timed ;  or,  in  thei^ 
guage  so  often  and  so  emphatically  repeated,  why  b\Li> 
not  tlie  accepted  time  ?  Answering  for  myself,  I  caaus 
that  I  regarded  the  tinne  as  particularly   unfoton:'^ 
Looking  upon  the  resokitiun  as  intended  to  eSt^emps- 
manent  retrenchment  in  the  ordinary  expciuiitures  of  ^ 
Government,  I  believed  that  such  a  dts|>as8aonate  iaq:^'^ 
into  the  various  and  intricate  details  as  would  be  aec:^ 
sary  to  a  judicious  retrenchment,  could  not  be  expect-: 
at  tliis  time.     I  was  also  aware,  that,  whaUvcr  pwfci- 
sions  might  be  made  by  the  supporters  of  tbe  met^r: 
in  the  House — out  of  it,  party  vieas  and  party  purpafc* 
would  be  said  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  it.     it  further  ^ 
curred  tome,  that  the  best  temper  imaginable,  aai-' 
the  forbearance  that  could  be  practised,   would  br^i  >■' 
sufficient  to  prevent  parly  feelings  from  nungling  i^> 
selves  with  the  consideration  of  the   measure  here,  i'-* 
that  thus  no  important  practical  result  could  be  aiix#«- 
Looking  at  the  measure  in  this  aspect,  I  felt  oppoe-  -^ 
it  on  other  ^rottnds.     Whatever  may  be  tlie  statr  af  ^ 
great  question  between  the  parties  out  of  thif  K«**»  ** 
is  admitted  that  the  opposition  to  the  AdminislniaQ^^ 
the  majority  in  the  House.     Whatever  ntcasures  tii«re- 
fore,  of  an  c  xtraordinary  nature,  wearing  th«  appetfa^- 
of  a  parly  origin,  the  majority  might  bring  forwanl, «  '-•' 
subject  them  to  the  charge  of  attempting  to  put  their  &> 
vcrsaries  to  the  wall,  by  the  mere  force  «jf  ikaB«cr.c.' 
strengtli. 

Upon  a  point  of  honor  and  of  common  courtesy,  tbe::- 
fore,  might  opposition  to  the  resolution  be  juatificxL  1 -• 
joy  of  the  generous  huntsman  is  always  in  the  chase  -.  ^ 
game  once  overtaken,  he  calls  off  the  pack  that  «W 
worry,  and,  by  slow  tortures,  kiU  it.  So  the  ^Dcii>>' 
high-minded  political  opponent,  is  disposed  to  miV.^' 
the  severity  of  his  blows  upon  a  weakened  BdverE>rr-  ' 
speak  now  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the  parties  In  -'^ 
House.  How  the  question  stands  out  of  this  Hv<-^t 
must  be  determined  by  those  without,  by  ibeir  own  •-•* 
pons^and  in  their  owo  way,  as  it  is  fit  and  proper  it  sit-^J^ 
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tit,  a^in  :  If  ihere  be  any  one  point  in  the   American 
liarACter  better  understood  than  another,  it  is  the  dispo- 
tion  to  sympathise  with,  and  take  the  part  of  the  weak, 
rlictUer  entity  or  innocent,  when  in  the  bands  of  an  ex- 
iting and  victorious  adversary.     It  is  the  temper  of  hu- 
manity.    The  convicted  traitor  is  forg-iven  by  the  humane 
row  J  as  he  ascends  the  scaffold.     The  fate  of  the  Koyal 
aptive  is  g-enerously  pitied,  even  by  stern  Republicans, 
/^hen  they  hear  the  shouts  of  the  conquerors ;  and  so  the 
AUin|^  statesman  may  sometimes  cherish  faiiit  hopes  from 
he  violence  of  his  pursuers.     I  would  not  add  to  the  as- 
lerity  of  party  feehnf?  ir\this  House,  by  having^  it  under- 
tood  that  the  cases  f  have  selected  to  illustrate  a  com- 
mon principle  of  our  nature,  are  pointed  with  allusions 
o  any    individual  whatever.     Did  the  gentleman  from 
>hio   [Mr.  Wbiout]  think  of  this  trait  in  the  American 
liaracter,  the  other  day,  when  he  invoked  abuse  upon 
lie  Administration,  by  provoking,  in  the  most  artful  man- 
ler  I  have  ever  seen  employed,  upon  any  occasion,  every 
l^entlcman  who  he  supposed  could  be  induced,  at  his 
'^dl,  to  denounce  it  in  harsh  language  ?     Did  he  seek  to 
ake  advantage  of  this  principle  of  our  nature,  when  he 
iougtit  to  elicit  a  reiteration  of  the  charge  of  corruption 
igaiust  the  Administration,  by  the  frequent  use  he  made 
>f  that  term  as  coming  from  others,  when,  I  believe,  not 
one  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question  made 
iny  such  charge  in  this  debate,  whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  upon  that  point,  disclosed  in  other  places?    But, 
jther  gentlemen  seem  to  me  to  have  indulged  in  a  course 
of  argument   calculated,  I  will  not  say  intended,  to  ac- 
complish the  same  purpose  :  for,  although  I  have  noticed 
much  in  the  argument  of  some  of  them,  of  fair  and  man- 
ly reply  to  what  has  been  thrown  out  by  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  them  in  political  opinions,  yet,  it  has  appe&red 
to  me,  that  besides  attacking  their  opponents  in  turn, 
there  has  been  a  bitterness  of  manner,  and  a  point  in  their 
allusions,  which  could  scarcely  fail  of  widening  the  door 
of  recrimination.     I  know,  that  the  high-mettled  courser 
disdains  the  use  of  the  goad,  and  is  ever  ready  to  take 
the  track  without  being  spurred  to  it ;  yet,  there  should 
be  some  adequate   manifestation  of  an  intention  to  apply 
the  spur  before  the  leap  is  made.     Here  has  been  intro- 
duced a  resolution,  which  may,  if  you  please  to  have  it 
so,  be  considered  as  implicating  the  Administration  in  ex- 
travance  and  prodigality  )  and  it  may  be,  or  has  been,  in- 
timated by  one  gentleman,  that  it  was  honestly  brought 
forward  under  the  influence  of  the  intoxication,  produc- 
ed by  having  drunk  deep  of  the  spirit  of  newspaper 
misrepresentation  \  yet,  without  stopping  to  inquire  whe- 
ther gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  question  may 
not  have  been  misled  by  having  drunk  from  the  same 
polluted  stream,  I  would  ask  why  call  for  specifications 
of  chai'ges  against  tlie  Administration,  when  the  very  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  is  alleged  to  be  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  such  charges  ?     And  why   will  gentlemen 
continue,  as  they  have  done,   to  proclaim  their  convic- 
tions of  the  purity  of  the  Administration,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  corruption,  if  they  do  not  seek  for  some  pur- 
pose, a  discussion  upon  those  points,  when  no  gentleman 
opposed  to  tiie  Administration,  as  tar  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  has  thought  proper  to  afTord  a  just  pretext  for 
any  such  discussion  f    Rut  I  do  not  wish  to  do  injustice 
to  the  intentions  of  any  gentleman.     I  would  not  do  in- 
justice to  the   gentleman  from  Ohio,  especially.    It  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  me  the  other  day,  as  I  think  it  must 
have  appeared  to  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  that  it 
was  a  principal  object  of  his  remarks  to  court  a  violent 
and  abusive  course,  on  the  part  of  the  opposition,  against 
the  Administration.     I  would  not,  however,  do  the  gen- 
tleman from   Oliio  a  voluntary  wrong  for  a  reason  con- 
nected with  my  own  repose.     He  is  one  of  the  last  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor,  whose  notice  I  would  be  pleased 
with,  in  reply  to  any  thing  I  may  say  ;  and  as  a  proof  of 
Vol.  IV— 79 


my  sincerity,  if  he  will  accept  of  a  compliment  from  one 
who  is  a  stranger  to  him,  I  will  say,  he  seems  to  me  to 
understand  his  business  here  perfectly  well  i  and  of  his 
skill  in  political  archery,  I  would  say,  he  discriminates 
between  the  sound  and  the  broken  arrows  of  the  Admin- 
istration quiver,  with  as  much  judgment  as  any  gentle- 
man [  have  noticed  practising  with  its  bow.  But  to  pro- 
ceed with  my  explanation :  f  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution, seeing  that  it  must  wear  a  party  livery,  because, 
with  my  approbation,  (and  I  trust  gentlemen  will  give 
me  credit  for  sincerity,  when  I  make  the  declaration,)  no 
inflammable  matter  of  that  kind  would  be  thrown  into 
this  House,  to  retard  and  obstruct  the  ordinary  business 
of  Congress,  or  to  interrupt  the  decorum  of  debate  dui^ 
ing  the  present  session.  I  desired,  as,  indeed,  I  thought 
every  other  member  of  this  House  did,  from  the  frequent 
professions  1  heard  upon  all  sides,  that  we  should  des- 
patch the  more  important  business  confided  to  our  care , 
and  return  to  our  homes.  1  deprecated  the  consequen- 
ces of  bringing  the  Presidential  canvass  into  this  House, 
and  making  this  floor  an  electioneering  Campus.  We 
have  already  had  a  specimen,  in  the  two  last  days*  de- 
bate, of  the  consequence  of  introducing  such  matter  in- 
to this  House.  yVe  have  already  had  a  match  exhibition 
of  reciprocal  attack  and  reply.  We  have  already  reach- 
ed tlie  very  verge  of  order  and  decorum.  Perhaps,  sir, 
we  have  advanced  one  step  beyond  their  boundaries. 
To  what  end  will  a  further  indulgence  of  this  course  lead  ' 
in  the  discussion  of  this  or  any  other  measure  of  a  like 
inflammable  character  }  As  the  passions  of  the  opposite  ' 
parties  kindle  by  collision—as  they  will — we  may  expect 
to  hear  from  one  side  of  the  House,  a  glowing  descrip- 
tion of  tha  dangers  of  militarv  despotism,  while,  from  the 
other,  we  will  present  the  picture  of  a  great  nation  sink- 
ing by  corruption.  When,  from  the  other  side,  shall  be 
held  up  to  public  view,  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  elevation  of  a  Military  Chisftain  $  on  this  «de,  you 
shall  hear  of  the  ills  tl^At  will  ensue  from  establishing  a 
succession,  by  adhering  to  the  line  ot  safe  precedents. 
When  we  shall  have  carried  this  war  or  crimination  and 
recrimination  to  the  highest  pitch  to  which  party  feeling 
can  ascend,  all  we  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  will  be, 
perliaps,  to  degrade  the  character  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slates,  consume  ourselves  in  the  heat  of  contro- 
versy, and  vomit  forth,  through  the  channel  of  the  news- 
papers, upon  the  People  of  this  Union,  the  poison  of 
our  own  gall,  to  embitter  and  stir  them  up  to  a  like  use- 
less rage. 

**  It  is  not,  nor  cannot  eome  to,  good.*' 

No  opinion  will  be  changed  by  such  a  course,  and  the 
People  are  too  enlightened  to  authorize  the  belief  that 
the  relative  strength  of  the  parties  out  of  thb  House  can 
be  affected  by  it.  I  would  say  to  the  Opposition,  to 
which  I  profess  to  belong,  that  they  have  nothing  now 
to  gain  by  such  a  course,  though  they  may  not  lose.  To 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  I  would  say,  if  they  will 
allow  me,  that  they  cannot,  by  means  like  these,  give  a 
counter  current  to  public  opinion,  if  that  ib  necessary  to 
their  success.  I  will  say  to  the  Opposition,  again,  that  I 
trust  they  will  have  the  firmness  not  to  be  intimidated  to 
take  a  course  which  would  be  unbecoming  the  dignity  of 
this  House,  or  unworthy  of  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged  ;  but  while  they  deal  out  measure  for  measure, 
with  their  political  opponents,  they  will  never  become  the 
aggressors. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  before  I  sit  down,  to  notice  one  or 
two  remarks  whicii  fell  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House.  An  hononhble  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Bdckhsr]  in  reply  to  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Randolph]  who  has  taken  part  in  this  debate, 
remarked,  in  substance,  that,  when  "the  accepted  time" 
arrived,  so  anxiously  expected  by  that  gentleman,  he  had 
long  since  made  up  his  mind  to  retreat  from  the  Capitol. 
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If  I  do  not  mistake  the  allusion,  or  oyerate  the  apprehen- 
sions of  that  gentleman,  I  will  say  to  him,  that  1  know  he 
will  not  forsake  his  country  at  the  approach  either  of  a 
domestic  or  foreign  foe.  On  the  contrar}',  if  I  am  not 
l^atly  mistaken  in  liim,  he  would  not  shrink  from  the 
presence  of  a  tyrant,  even  in  his  strong-hold  \  and  when 
*•  the  accepted  time"  alluded  to,  shall  have  arrived,  I  pre- 
dict that  that  gentleman,  returning  to  his  post  here,  with 
the  manly  purpose  of  guarding  his  countiy's  rights,  will 
then  become  convinced  how  greatly  he  had  misconceived 
the  true  character  of  the  individual  so  often  alluded  to.  I 
am  persuaded  he  will  find  that  great  man,  though,  per- 
haps, not  perfect — as  no  man  is — ^yct  so  nobly  redeeming 
%ny  slight  iaults  he  may  have,  by  his  generous  devotion 
to  the  mterests  of  his  country,  by  his  tact  in  civil  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  in  militn<7  command,  that  even  the  most 
unrelenting  of  his  oppui.ents  will  feel  some  regret  that 
they  ever  felt  it  their  duty  to  encourage  apprehensions 
vhich  turned  out  to  be  so  destitute  of  any  founda< 
tion. 

The  Tariff  has  found  its  way  into  this  disctission.  Upon 
%  subject  of  80  much  difficulty  and  importance,  I  would 
at  no  time  feel  myself  competent  to  manage  the  argu- 
ment, either  for  or  against  it.  I  am,  therefore  at  this  time, 
"wholly  indisposed  to  enter  into  any  examination  of  the 
questions  connected  with  it,  but  I  do  trust  in  God,  that 
no  gentleman  on  this  floor — I  must  be  permitted  to  ex- 
press a  further  hope — ^that  no  friend  of  his  countr}',  will 
DC  found  here,  or  any  where  else,  who  will  seek,  for  any 
purpose,  to  connect  a  subject  of  such  intrinsic  interest, 
with  a  contest,  involving,  in  my  opinion,  separate  and  dis- 
tinct principles  and  objects.  I  do  not  mean  to  state,  that 
Any  gentleman  in  this  House  has  sought  to  connect  these 
Bubjects— far  from  it.  I  only  express  a  hope,  that  no 
gentleman  will  ever  make  himself  obnoxious  to  such  a 
charge. 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  opposed  to  the  resolution  ori- 
ginally,  for  reasons  I  have  attempted  to  make  intelligi- 
ble to  the  House,  yet  I  fear  we  have  advanced  too  far 
now  to  recede.  Expectations  are  created,  that  some- 
thing will  be  done,  without  farther  delay,  in  the  work  of 
retrenchment.  At  all  events,  an  inquiry,  a  rigid  inquiry, 
must  be  prosecuted— and  1  hope  for  the  best  results.  1 
am  free  to  declare,  for  myself,  although  I  would  lop  off, 
without  compunction  or  regret,  every  institution  and  of- 
fice, which  may  be  opposed  in  its  tendency  to  the  liberty 
uf  the  People,  or  which  may  create  unnecessary  burdens 
upon  their  honest  gains,  yet  would  I  forbear  to  touch 
either  one  or  the  other,  which  may,  upon  inquiry,  appear 
to  be  essential  either  to  the  liberty  or  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  And  since  it  has  become  necessary  that 
this  inquiry  must  be  gone  into,  I  rejoice  that  so  large  a 
majority  are  of  opinion  that  this  is  the  auspicious  period, 
and  tliat'  so  much  of  the  talent  of  the  House  has  become 
pledged  to  assist  in  it.  I  look  upon  the  vote  taken  upon 
the  motion  to  l:iy  this  resolution  upon  the  table,  as  a 
pledge,  not  only  of  the  preseverance  with  which  the 
work  of  retrenchment  will  be  prosecuted,  but  of  the  suc- 
cess which  will  attend  it.  And  I  trust  that  we  shall  all, 
exercising  a  spirit  of  mutual  forbearance  upon  those 
ponits,  upon  which  the  interests  and  feelings  of  parties 
may  be  connected,  zealously  co-operate  in  effecting  some- 
thing for  the  good  of  our  common  country.  For  my  own 
gart  I  can  only  promise  that  I  will  aid  in  the  enterprize, 
y  working  as  a  common  laborer  in  the  trenches,  if  it  be 
necessary. 

Mr  Speaker,  I  %rill  akk  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
no  longer. 

After  an  ineffectual  motion  to  adjourn,  Mr.  DOKSEY, 
of  Maryland  ,^ook  the  floor,  but  had  not  proceeded  far, 
before  a  motion  for  adjournment  wa«  made  and  car- 
ried. 


WBDTf  KSPAT,   jAHWiaT  30, 1838. 
THE  SIX  MILITIAMEN. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  tk 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  the  proceeding  of  the 
Court  Martial  which  tried  cerUin  Tennessee  Miltnit 
Mobile,  in  December,  1814,  toj?ether  with  other  papen 
connected  with  the  subject,  which  were  called  for  by  tLis 
House  some  days  since. 

The  letter  was  read.  ., 

Mr.  SLOANE  moved  that  the  commumcatjon  »nd  d^ 
cumeiUs  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  expressed  a  doubt  vhclher  it «' 
necessary  to  print  all  the  documents  acc4)mp»nyiflg»i,i 
communication— perhaps  the  member  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sloaks]  might  be  better  able  fo  say  than  be  wis-balM 
he  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of  ^wkmf  at  tuw,  ce 
would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  to  withdnwbs  motion 

^"^  Mr.%LOANE  replied,  that  the  cWefbuftf  \^  *^; 
ments  consisted  of  the  muster  roll  andpayrolUtafiKf 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicxum]  hid  hi«e» 
introihiccd  into  the  call.  . 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  tbe  gentlemen l!ttt>«-« 
to  lay  on  the  table  did  not  admit  of  debate-butiim.^ 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  wished  to  reply,  h«oBh»»» 
would  be  to  have  the  motion  decided. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  having  moved  for  ato^^ 
question  was  first  taken  on  laying  the  c?m"»^ 
and  documents  on  the  table,  and  earned  in  i^t&^ 
And  the  question  being  then  on  the  »no^'0»'^°£y 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  po8lpone^«Pf;f^. 
said,  he  would  briefly  state  his  reasons  ^^^^^ 
The  House  had  before  it  in  discussion  a  w^^^T}, 
Chiltoh's]  which  completely  blocked  up  «»e£«« 
gislation  ;  and,  in  this  state  of  things,  the  Howe »    , 
upon  to  print  these  documents  fo' P"^*'^*"^^* 
wish  it  clearly  understood  that,  so  far  as  I »« ""    ^^ 
ter,  it  is  not  ftpm  any  fear  of  having  the  ^^^iT.,^ 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  f«".v5*P;''^-o#, 
But  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  ffcn"*J^?JV 
[Mr.  Sloauk]  not  to  press  the  printmfftt  tn» 
I^t  me  refer  to  the  facts.     When  thfs  docug^^ 
first  inquired  for,  we  were  «nfo«^«l.*iy    ,^°  fhet)l- 
least  semi-official  organ  of  the  Administration,. 
W.  pointed  to  the  Reporter's  desk  o»theinwu«  ^^ 
that  no  such  documents  existed  «"<*>«  ^f'PTmistf  ^ 
Subsequently,  however,  some  time  in  ^hc  7'    '  * 
were  discovered,  in  some  obscure  P»ff<^"l°^' /  ^ 
in  that  Department.     Now,  Sir,  as  the  ettcP        ^ 
for  these  papers  (1  do  not  siy  the  inlention-i  ^^  ^j, 
of  tlie  effect— it  is  not  parliamentary  to  ren 
motives  of  gentlemen)  has  respect  to  »ndm(l[»'J. .  ^ 
and  as  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  and  «^  *°f*"  i^.-o^ 
ing  around  me,  I  have  no  doubt  tha^  „  •    -i^' 
tion  was  introduced,  these  papers  had  all  ^  ^ 
at  the  Department,  and  I  therefore  cannot  but  ».^^ 
the  effect  that  is  anticipated.     I  ask,  then,  1$ »  ^5 
peal  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  ?cnUeroan  ^^, 
say  whether  it  is  fair— when  the  character  «  w    ^ ;, 
is  assailed,  not  to  let  his  friends  ha^can  opP  ^. 
looking  at  these  documents  in  order  ttot  tner  ^^^. 
whether  there  may  not  be  something  cl«ei"^  ^^^j.  5 
partment,  bearing  on  the  matter  to  which  ^^l^if 
order  that,  if  there  is,  (and  I  do  not  ^f^^^hr^! 
may  be  obtained,  and  then  the  whole  *>c  P""  ^j.^,- 
time,  and  all  go  together  to  the  worid.  ^y^^^^j  jc* 
now,  the  effect  will  be  to  assault  the  c;*"^,^r,»- 
tinguished  individual,  both  mora^X  *??  P^wd' '['^ 
what.  Sir,  may  be  the  result  on  the  pubW/"!^^t:^ 
be  recollected  that,  among  the  documents  l*j^^^.i 
tain,  was  the  ordeaof  Governor  Blount,  oc**"  .°^ :?. 
menu  of  Tennessee  Militia.     Is  that  among 


253 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1254 


A.!c.  30,  1828.] 


Hcirenehment. 


[H.  OF  R. 


lents  ?  The  Secretary  of  War  tells  us  he  has  furnished 
II  the  documents  within  the  scope  nf  the  resolution,  that 
I,  as  he  understand!  it.  Now,  Sir,  when  the  printin^f  of 
apers  is  not  calculated  to  facilitate  legislation,  but  only 
o  effect  the  chanCbter  of  an  individual,  I  ask  again,  is  it 
oi  fair,  that  we  shall  see  whether  there  may  not  be  other 
uciiments,  which  roay  be  called  for,  and  which  might 
ave  an  affect  in  illustrating  those  we  have  obtained  }  I 
i  o  not  say  there  are  rnich  documents.  And,  if  this  was  an 
rdinary  subject  of  legislation,  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
nilitia  laws,  or  any  thm^  of  that  description — if  individual 
huracter  was  not  to  be  mvolved,  I  should  nj)t  resist  the 
printing*.  Hut  when  it  is  impossible  I  should  be  deceived 
s  to  the  effect  of  the  documents,  I  appeal  to  the  magna- 
timity  of  the  gentleman  and  of  the  House,  to  say  whether 
t  will  not  be  better  to  defer  it  ? 

Mr.  BART  LETT  now  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
ipon  the  table.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.SLOAirs's 
notion  to  print  the  commuiucation  and  documents  was 
iccordingly  laid  upon  the  table. 


RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  again  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  CHfi.TOir  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment, 
and  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Blake, 
(virtually  a  substitute  for  the  other) — 

Mr.  UORSEY  rose  and  said,  he  tendered  to  the  hon- 
orable members  of  the  House  the  expression  of  his  thanks 
for  their  kindness,   shown  him  on  yesterday,  by  concur- 
ring in  the  motion  for  adjournment.     If,  said  Mr.  D.  the 
forbearing  course  recommended  by  the  gentleman  fi-om 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bkli.]  had  been  adopted,  at  an  earlier 
day,  I  should  not  now  have  addressed  this  House.     In 
(he  range  which  this  debate  has  taken,  there  has  been 
iniich  said,  which  requires  observation  and  refutation. 
It  is  too  lute,  now,  sir,  to  forbear  discussing  these  excit- 
ing topics.     But,  without  bis  most  judicious  advice  to 
forego  a  spirit  of  crimination,  1  shall  do  so.     It  is  in  ac- 
-coixlance  with  my  settled  purpose,  never  to  add  to  an  ex- 
citement leading  us  astray  from  what  we  owe  to  the  dig- 
nity of  tliis  House,  to  the  reputation  of  this  nation,  to  our 
own  self-respect.      What  I  shall  say  will  be  of  a  vindica- 
tory cliaracter ;  it  will  breathe  the  spirit  of  justification, 
not  that  of  implication.     It  is  a  source  of  congratulation 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  lias  originated  this 
inquiring  resolution.     As  a  citizen  of  this  Republic,  at- 
tached to  its  form  of  government,  and  its  perpetuity,  he 
is  entitled  to  my  thanks :  for,  sir,  there  is  no  resource 
upon  which  this  government  can,  in  time  of  great  national 
danger  and  trial,  rely  with  so  much  confidence,  as  on  the 
attachment  and  affections  of  its  citizens^ these  attach- 
ments and  afTeciions,  so  indispensable  to  its  strength,  can 
only  be  proiluced  and  strengthened  by  the  settled  convic- 
tion tli:a  its  paternal  care  distributes  the  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages of  its  i^istitutions  alike  to  all  fitted  by  habits  and 
cclucation  to  participate  in  them.     The  nation,  to  submit 
with  patience  to  the  requisitions  made  on  them  for  the 
(4M[)port  of  the  government,  must  be  satisfied  that  those 
x^ho  sdminister  the  government  administer  it  with  a  due 
regard  to  economy.     Tlie  nation,  attached  to  the  simpli- 
ciiy  of  our  republican  manners,  reprobates  every  depar- 
ture from  them,  and  marks  with  its  reproach  all  those 
u'hri  seek  to  assimilate  it  in  practice  to  the  tinsel,  the  ex- 
travagance of  royalty.     As  a  member  of  that  party  which 
deems  that  the  public  inlereit  and  the  preservation  of 
our  institutions  require  the  re-election  of  the  prcfjcnt 
Chief  Mayiatratc,  I  ihank  him  for  bringing  to  the  trial  the 
imputed  errors  of  the  present  National  Executive.     For, 
sir,  it  cannot  be  conceaU-d,  that,  since  the  lust  Presiden- 
tial election,  imputations  on  the  political  pujnty  of  those 
who  now  administer  the  Government  have  been  Industrie 
ously  propagated  throughout  the  nation  j  that  they  have 
been  received  irttli  e^Lgernen  j  that  th^  credulity  of  the 


American  People  has  been  imposed  on  by  all  the  wily  arts 
of  party  warfare  $  that  the  discontented  and  disappointed 
politicians  of  the  day  have  labored  to  teach  the  People 
to  look  to  the  President  and  his  Cabinet  as  usurpers  of 
the  elective  rightb  of  the  People  ?  as  elevating  themselves 
to  power  by  bargain  and  intrigue  ;  as  aping  the  splendor 
of  royal  magnificence  ;  as  encotiragin^  a  lavish  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  to  rewaf^  political  partizans  ;  and 
employing  the  patronage  of  the  Government  to  warp  and 
corrupt  the  public  sentiment,  so  as  to  ensure  a  continu- 
ance of  the  national  power  in  their  own  hands.  The 
honest  and  retired  citizens  of  this  countrVf  who  are  only 
interested  in  the  pure  administration  of  the  Government, 
and  the  continuation  of  its  blessings,  unacquainted  witk 
those  dark  and  secret  springs  of  action  which  gave  life  and 
strength  to  those  weighty  denunciations,  have  become 
alarmed,  and  tremble  for  the  safety  of  this  Republic. 

These  jealousies  and  distrusts  have  been  here,  sir, 
fostered  and  reiterated.     My  honoiable  colleague,  at  a 
very  early  day  of  the  session,  in  his  resolution  directing 
an  inquiry,  assigned^  m  a  ground  for  the  investigation 
required  by  the  resolution,  that  rumors  of  an  improper 
application  of  the  public  money  had  spread  among  the 
People.     The  honorable  member  from  Penns>'lvania  has 
denounced  to  the  nation  a  particular  act  of  intolerance 
in  the  Treasury  Department—"  the  transfer  of  the  con- 
tract  for  stationery  for  the  Collector's  Office  of  the  Port 
of  Philadelphia  to  the  Editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  ;|* 
and  has  submitted  a  resolution  of  unprecedented  inqui- 
sitorial character,  demanding  not  only  copies  of  all  the 
official,  but  of  the  Secretary's  private  correspondence, 
in  relation  to  this  substitution.     This  latter  resolution, 
notwithstanding  its  unusual  and  reprehensible  generality, 
as  well  as  that  of  my  honorable  colleague,  was  sustained 
by  the  firiends  of  the  Administration.     In  unison  with 
these  previous  inquiries  directed  by  this  Hcuse,  I  shall 
vole  upon  the  present  occasion.     That  resolution,  or  that 
amendment,  which  gives  to  the  inquiry  the  greatest  range 
of  action,  shall  be  my  choice.     Let  our  constituents  be 
relieved  from  that  torturing  anxiety  and  suspense  engen- 
dered in  this  political  warfiu^  for  power,  which  now  dis- 
quiets them  as  to  the  structure  of  our  Government,  the 
expenditures  of  the  public  money,  and  the  political  inte« 
grity  of  those  who  now  administer  our  national  affairs. 
They  can  only  learn  through  the  press  the  acts,  the  mo- 
tives, and  the  policy  of  the  Federal  Government     Scat- 
tered throughout  this  vast  continent,  having  but  little  in- 
tercourse with  the  Capital  of  tliis  extensive  Empire,  feel- 
ing the  pressure  of  the  national  authority  but  feebly,  they 
csn  only  learn  the  doings,  the  policy,  and  the  motive  of 
this  Government,  through  the  public  journals.     Our  own 
experience,  the  experience  of  all  free  Governments,  in- 
conlroveriibly  prove,  that  this  active  ap^ent  for  the  dis- 
semination of  knowledge,  in  all  times  of  high  party  ex- 
citement, partakes  of  that  complexion  which  best  sub- 
serves the  triumph  of  that  party,  of  that  chief,  whose  ele- 
vation to  power  it  prefers ;  and  that,  in  pursuit  of  this 
triumph,  it  misrepresents,  it  libels,  it  denounces,  the  po- 
licy, the  acts,  and  the  motives,  of  their  political  rivals. 
The  freer  the  institutions  of  the  Government  are,  the 
more  active,  the  more  criminating,   the  more  vindictive, 
are  these  misrepresentations  and  these  libels.     This  spirit 
of  detraction  and  misrepresentation  of  men  in  power  is 
coeval  with  our  Government.     I'he  like  imputations  of 
corruption,    prodigality,  and  assimilation  of  our  republi- 
can institutions  to  monarchy,  and  expansion  of  the  Exe- 
cutive power  of  the  Government,  were  charged  on  those 
who  administered  it  under  Washington,  the  founder  of 
this  Empire,  on  Adams,  on  Jcfierson,  on  Madison,  on 
Monroe.     They  are  the  materiel  of  political  warfare,  and 
they  have  been  hurled,  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions, 
against  those  who  are  in,  who  administer  the  Govern- 
ment, by  those  who  are  out,  but  wi^th  to  bunt  "open  the 
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doors  of  honor,  of  power,  of  wealUi,  for  themselves. — 
Ag^ainst  this  branch  of  this  Government  have  those  who 
labored  for  revohitions  in  the  Administration,  directed 
all  the  artillery  of  the  press. 

In  a  Government  like  ours,  predicated  on  law,  confi- 
dence must  be  reposed  somewhere.  Our  Constitution 
reposes  it  in  the  Executive  Department.  From  its  analogy 
to  monarchy,  it  is  always  an  object  of  distrust  and  jealousy. 
It  is  presumed  to  affect  the  splendor  of  royally,  to  stretch 
its  prerogative ;  to  extend  its  patronage  to  sustain  its 
power  ;  to  lavish  the  resources  of  the  nation,  to  reward 
its  partisans.  This  jealousy,  invigorated  by  our  devo- 
tion to  our  republican  simplicity,  to  a  reslricted  execu- 
tive prerogative,  to  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  and  ha- 
tred for  a  profuse  expenditure  of  that  money  drawn  from 
our  Ijibor,  has  been  constantly  invoked  in  every  stniggle 
for  political  power  tliat  has  distracted  the  American 
People. 

The  first  Administration  of  the  illustrious  Washington 
bad  not  passed,  before  it  was  charged  on  his  Administra- 
tion that  its  policy  was  devoted  to  an  assimilation  of  the 
practice  of  our  Government  to  the  most  corrupting  parts 
of  the  British  Government  ;  that  the  war  debts  of  the 
Revolution  were  funded,  and  the  public  debt  created,  to 
bring  strength  to  the  usurpations  plotted  by  the  Federal 
Government  on  State  righto ;  that  the  army,  raised  to 
check  the  savage  incursions  on  the  frontier  settlements, 
was  adopted  in  conformity  with  the  policy  of  creating  a 
standing  army  ;  that,  having  a  funded  debt  and  army, 
the  piratical  depredations  of  the  Algerinc  corsaii^  were 
greedily  seized  on,  as  an  apology  for  creating  a  navy  j 
that  the  excise  on  whiskey  was  introduced  to  add  to  the 
support  oi  the  Government  a  swarm  of  officers  j  and  that 
thus,  a  public  debt,  an  army,  a  navy,  the  excise,  the  four 
prominent  features  and  engines  of  the  patronage,  corrup- 
tion, and  expenses,  of  the  British  Government,  were 
grafted  on  the  American  policy.  The  monarchical  ten- 
dencies of  these  national  measures,  were  not  the  only  accu- 
sations made  againet  this  illustrious  man.  He  was  charg* 
cd  with  affecting  the  splendor  and  folly  of  royal  audien- 
ces ;  and  the  levees  which  were  held  at  his  house,  to  gra- 
tify the  anxious  and  laudable  curiosity  of  his  cotintrymen, 
to  see  the  great  benefactor  of  the  American  People,  were 
traced  to  a  disposition,  on  his  part,  to  imitate  royal  levees. 
lie,  too,  was  charged  with  an  encroachment  on  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  assuming  that  it  came  within  his  con- 
stitutional competency  to  give  instructions  to  his  Minis- 
ters abroad;  to  negotiate  treaties  with  foreign  Powers, 
Without  first  submitting  his  instructions  for  the  approbi- 
tion  of  the  Senate  :  he,  too,  was  charged  with  drawing  tiie 
public  money  for  his  own  private  purposes;  and  it  was  pub- 
lislied,  that  the  day  on  which  he  should  retire  «*  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a  national  jubilee  ;  for,  from  that  day, 
would  the  name  of  Washington  cease  to  legalize  corrup- 
tion."  And  such,  sir,  was  the  acrimony  of  parly  spirit 
in  his  day,  that  there  are  now  distinguished  political  cha- 
acters,  high  in  the  confidence  of  this  people,  who  have 
^corded  upon  the  journals  of  this  House,  that  their  con- 
fidence in  him  was  diminished.*     These  expressions  of 

•  Mr.  p  here  bad  reftimce  to  tlie  procccdinin  in  the  House  of  Ro- 
wn^nutives,  on  the  Ifth  djiy  of  De<^mtM  r,  179(>,  upon  an  Addrm  to 
I'rtsident  WMhingtoii,  on  bin  Ktimnrnt  from  offlce,  Uie  lut aiid  preg- 
uaut  pan^iaph  of  which  was  at  fullowA : 

"May  700  long enioy  that  liberty  which  ia no  dear  to  you,  and  t« 
which  your  name  will  ever  be  to  dear  i  May  your  own  virtuet,  and  a 
Nation  *  prayera,  obtain  the  hapmest  lunahitie  for  the  decline  tfT  your 
dayi,  and  the  choicest  of  Airure  bleaainn.  For  our  country**  aake^ 
for  the  sake  of  Remib I ican  Liberty—it  u  our  eameat  wish  that  your 
example  may  be  the  guiAe  of  youe  iuceeaaora  ;  and  ihua,  after  being 
the  ornament  and  aalrguanl  of  the  present  age,  become  the  patrimonT 
of  our  deseeiidanu."  i~    •"     J 

Upon  agreeing  to  thia  Address,  the  following  gciitlemen  voted  in 
the  negative  ;  "  ** 

"  '''^«»*»  Blount.  Isaac  Cole*,  Wm.  B.  Oile*,  Chri«(o|  her  Greenup, 
Jame*  Holland.  Andntw  Jackaon,  Edward  Liviiig»ion,  Matthew  I^ickc, 
Wnu  Lyman,  Samuel  Mbclay,  KaUt'l  Mucuu,  aud  Abr.  Venubk." 


opinion  were  sustained  by  acts  of  national  legiil&iio|p 
highly  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  thst  distlngutthedani 
unequalled  num  f  as  they  were  pred'icsled  on  an  atoTel 
distrust  of  his  patriotism  and  prudence.  In  1797,  S^ 
though  the  Executive  of  the  United  gtatei,  by  the  Co* 
stitution,  is  entrusted  w'lth  the  command  of  the  luvAlutl 
military  armament  of  this  country,  they  denied  to  lumdaj 
control  of  an  armament,  fitted  out  for  the  protection  d| 
American  vessels,  against  the  hostilities  of  the  Freneki 
marine,  and  restricted  his  discretion  by  legi»\ttiTedir»| 
tions.  Yes,  sir,  under  these  distnieting rinlships  for  tk 
succession,  did  distinguished  statesmen  erabiKer  the! 
oeace,  destroy  the  quiet,  and  lessen  the  confidentc  of  the 
American  People  in  that  man,  whose  whole  lie  ■«  <I* 
tinguished  by  his  devotion  to  our  Repubrictnlnsbtuuom 
by  an  ardent  attachment  for  the  happiness  of  that  coan- 
trv  which  was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  in  indfp«ndent 
nation  by  his  instrumenUlity  ?  by  thatiMWtdaiBicTtti^- 
ness  that  never  sought  pecuniary  gratifies^*.  Ot  lit 
Hamilton,  that  gallant  soldier,  who  p»rtiap»tcd  in  Qt 
dangers  of  the  battle  with  his  beloved  commwderi'H^ 
able  and  professed  statesman  who  aided  '";^\^.!^ 
of  the  Constitution  ;  whose  writings  alUycd  the  WiJ» 
against  its  adoption  j  whose  investigsting,  powertit^ 
profound  sagacity,  established  those  great  sUUsUaip 
ciplcs  which  it  is  now  pohtical  h^icsy  ^^'J^"^  .*'f 
political  and  private  integrity  is  now  eulogized bj.s  • 
mer  revilers  ;  language  was  ransacked,  ^'^pP^T^'i^ 
hausted,  in  pourtrayinn:,  in  the  most  repulsive  cd^^ 
imputed  political  heresies  and  domestic  errors,  i 
a  President  as  Washington,  and  if  such*  Minister fc«^ 
ilton— and  such  a  Ruler  and  such  a  Minister  no  oUi?  1 
tion  ever  boasted-- were  charged  with  the  most diw  | 
political  errors,  I  ask  you,  can  such  a  President  aj-j^ 
a  Minister  as  wc  now  have,  expect  to  es»pe  in. - 
libels  engendered  by  this  overheated  pw^'^*;  .^ 
phere.  JLet  the  nation  be  satisfied  Uiat  ah  wbo|^: 
ter  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  arc  doomed,  by  tw  Jp> 
nius  of  our  Constitution,  to  be  reproached  by  i» 
ings  of  their  political  enemies,  and  c^»'K*°''''^^pg,- 
publican  propensities  j  with  a  disposiliontogn^i 


with  prodigality  in  the  employment  of***^P".Ji^j.: 
The  quiet  and  enquiring  judgment  of  P®*^*/';'*.]? 
justice  to  their  memory  •,  and  the  history  ^}^^j;.. 


cutions  affords  to  the  present  age  an  ^"si™^^'^,!^]^. 
against  indulging  in  that  credulity  which  ^^^' 
the  confidence  which  distinguished  P**°  .     ,j,,jtcri 
rally  inspir*',  and  to  teach  us  to  examine  mw  w   -. 
motives  of  those  who  labor  to  withdraw  the  pu^* 
dence  from  the  public  functionaries.  ^t&^' 

The  first  Adams  succeeded  to  the  ^f^^%^^ 
animated  canvass.  The  French  l>'«'^°'y  ^^rA' 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  reception  of  ^"*:^^;r 
Plenipotentiaries  sent  to  treat  of  P^*5^»,Va*.<^ 
"much  silver.*'  Tlie  d ch patches  received  p  ^^. 
detailing  these  propositions,  so   degrading  V^^,^.^ 


tional  sovereignty,  were  published.  The  '"^'5^^^^ 
of  the  American  People  re-echoed  througiiw«'j\j^. 
tincnt  :  "millions  for  defence— not  a  <^"\  ui^-t- 
The  Congress  put  on  the  armour  of  defence  D) 
viding  for  a  provisional  army  ;  Washington  »»P  ^. ,. 
the  head  of  it  5  and  the  distinguished  new  ^. 
Revolutionary  war  wei*e  again  called  to  cojjj^^^  ^, 
this  army,  headed  by  these  patriots,  embodjco  . 
the  humifiating  demands  of  the  Di^^^^^P^'s  jo  C' 
nounced  as  the  instruments  of  power,  d^P*^;^  u' 
the  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  to  be  directed  'fr^^, 
berties  of  the  country.  The  influence  «  v»  ^^ 
on  the  public  opinion  had  ceased  :  for  he  *"Tyfi. 
the  world  that  he  cordially  approved  those  tn^^^. 
resistance.  These  denu  nciaUons  produced,  on  ^^ 
the  friends  of  the  Adminstratioii,  »  correspow-*^ ,. 
bityof  feeling;  and,  as  it  most  gtncrally  wpr 
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in  all  conflicts  of  parties,  mucb  is  done,  which  neither 
prudence  or  patriotism  sanction,  so,  in  this  struggle,  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  Administration  to  give  strength 
and  stability  to  their  views,  were  the  cause  of  the  loss 
of  public  confidence.  The  Sedition  and  the  Alien  Law 
remain  as  historical  beacons  of  the  dangers,  incidental 
to  free  Government,  from  the  indulgence  of  political 
intolerance,  and  as  illustrative  of  the  violent  and  uncon> 
stitutional  means  which  factions  will  invoke  to  prostrate 
their  rivals :  for  these  laws  were  sanctioned  by  those 
heads  whose  hearts  and  hands  pre-eminently  contributed 
to  the  establishment  of  our  national  independence.  Yet, 
.notwithstanding  these  laws,  the  authors  of  them  now  live 
in  the  grateful  remembrance  of  this  nation,  for  their  poli- 
tical honesty.  A  grateful  posterity,  estimating  their  gen- 
erous devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  country,  forgive  these 
errors  of  party  collision. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  popularity  which  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson acquired  by  the   repeal  of  the  war  tax  of  the  pre- 
ceding Administration,  and   the  prostrate  condition  of 
his  political  rivals,  there  soon  sprung  up  men,  who  had 
contributed  to  elevate  him  to  power,  who  denounced  his 
Administration.     He  was  charged  with  an  undignified, 
unpatriotic  attachment  to  France;  with  a  hatred  against 
England,  that  could  only  be  satiated  by  her  prostration 
at  the  feet  of  the  French  Ragles  ;  with  shaping  his  whole 
course  of  foreign  policy  with  an  eye  to  the  gratification 
of  these  feelings  of  attachment  and  hatred.     (We  all  re- 
collect the  the  celebrated  saying  imputed  to  a  minister  of 
his  cabinet,  when  it  sought  to  purchase  from  Spain  the 
Florid«s,**France  wants  money.")     With  a  wasteful  proili- 
gality  of  the  public  money  ;  for,  sir,  a  gentleman,  then 
of  distinguished  influence,  the  bitterest  political  enemy 
of  the  first  Ailams,  as  he  now  is  of  the  second,  the^most 
zealous  of  those  who  toiled  for  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, remarked,  on  the  floor  of  this  House  :  **A gainst 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  I,  in  common  with  ma- 
ny others,  did,  and  do  yet,  entertain  a  sentiment  of  hos- 
tility, and  have  repeatedly  cried  out  against  it  for  extra- 
vagance* and  for  profusion,  and  for  waste,  and  wanton 
waste,  of  the  public  resources*     I  find,  however  upon 
consideration,  whether  from  the  nature  of  man,  or  from 
the  nature  of  things,  or  from  what  ever  cause,  that  that 
Administration,  grossly  extravagant  as  1  then  and  still  be- 
lieve it  to  have  been,  if  tried  by  the  criterion  of  the  suc- 
ceeding one,  was  a  pattern  of  retrenchment  and  economy. 
We  have,  sir,  economised,  until  we  have  actually  redu- 
ced the  annual  cost  of  a  seaman  from  472  dollars,  as  it  was 
under  the  veir  wasteful  expenditure  of  Mr.  Adams'  Ad- 
ministration, down  to  the  moderate  sum  of  887  doIUrs." 
It  was  further  said  of  him,  that  his  restrictive  policy,  and 
the  embargo,  were  recommended  and  adopted  in  aid  of 
Bonaparte  8  continental  policy  to  destroy  the  commercial 
i-esources,  and  thus  ])rostrate  the  militaiy  and  naval  pow- 
er  of  Great  Britain — which  alone  presented  a  barrier  to 
that  universal  conquest  at  which  he  aimed.     That  the 
great  and  leading  measures  of  his  domestic  policy  were 
to  ensure  the  succession  in  the  line  of  *•  safe  precedents," 
ai  d  to  elevate  James  the  First  to  the  Presidency.     Yet, 
history  has  done  ample  justice  to  this  illustrious  states- 
man, while  his  errors,  if  any,  and  mortal  remains,  lie  bu- 
i-icd   in  one  common  grave — the  recent  funeral  honors  to 
his  memory,  throughout  the  nation,  demonstrate  the  high 
L'sMmation  in  which  that  statesman  is  held  by  his  country- 
men. 

Mr.  Madison  succeeded  in  the  "  line  of  safe  prece- 
Icnts."  In  those  days  of  Southern  influence  it  was  deemed 
t  pre-requisite  to  the  elevation  to  th«  Presidency,  that  the 
kspiraiit  should  have  fitted  himself  for  that  high  and  ar- 
luous  station  by  an  intimate  knowledge  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations and  domestic  policy.  He  was  denounced,  too,  by 
aaiiy  of  his  former  friendl^  as  deficient  in  energy,  as  sus- 
Uuin^^  the  mo&t  extravagant  doctrines  of  coDsolidalion, 


as  one  who  had  forfeited  his  claim  to  public  confidence, 
by  recommending  a  dishonorable  compact ;  witli  fraud 
and  corruption  ;  that  his  Administration  was  prodigal 
and  wasteful ;  that  he  called  to  his  armies  men  of  bank- 
rupt fortune  and  ruined  reputation,  and  in  which  army, 
it  was  sarcastically  asked,  «« what  man  of  honor  would 
accept  a  commission  ?"  That  he  acted  in  concert  with 
France,  and  waged  a  war  against  Protestants,  against 
the  bulwark  of  our  religion  ^  that  he  was  unfitted  to  com- 
mand ;  that  he  was  too  much  of  a  philosopher  ;  that  be 
could  not  look  with  indifference  on  the  shedding  of  hu- 
man blood  ;  that  his  measures,  also,  were  directed  to  en* 
sure  the  succession  of  James  the  Second  in  the  line  of 
safe  precedents.  Yet  he  lives,  and  now  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  all. 

Mr.  Monroe  come  into  power  by  accUmation.  Hia 
tour  of  observation  through  the  North,  his  disposition  to 
soothe  the  spirit  of  party  rancor,  was  traced  as  springing 
from  that  vanity  which  is  flattered  by  public  pageantries 
— to  a  servile  disposition  to  propitiate  political  enemies. 
From  that  moment,  an  opposition  sprung  up  to  his  Ad- 
ministration ;  three  of  his  "lieutenants  took  the  field  for 
the  Empire,  while  he  sat  as  an  incubus  on  the  Govern- 
ment." Each  assailed  the  Department  of  his  rival— the 
system  of  expenditures,  connected  with  the  fortifications 
and  the  army— the  measures  of  the  Treasur>'— were  alike 
subject  to  the  bitterest  invective.  The  friends  of  the 
Treasury  sought  reform,  and  were  dubbed  Radical.  The 
army  candidate  was  denounced  as  a  latitudinarian,  and 
designing  to  surround  the  National  Government  with  a 
splendor  and  power  destructive  of  the  reserved  right  of 
the  States.  And,  Sir,  this  spirit  of  opposition  being  thus 
engendered,  his  Administration  was  pronounced  weak 
and  prodigal :  and,  even  upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  he 
was  charged  with  using  public  money  for  private  purpos- 
es. The  nation  recollecu  with  gratitude  his  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  his  country,  and  sympathises  with  him  in  his 
losses,  the  inevitable  accompaniment  of  every  SouUiem 
man,  whose  care  is  abstracted  from  his  domestic  con- 
cerns. 

These  historical  facts  are  brought  into  view  to  the  end 
that  the  public  ms«y  appreciate  the  motives  which  give 
currency  to  these  clamors  against  those  who  administer 
the  Government,  and  to  shew  that,  at  aU  times,  and  by 
all  parties,  the  same  charges  which  are  now  made  against 
the  Government,  have  been  made,  and  are,  instruments 
used  for  party  triumph — corruption,  prodigality,  and  a 
fondness  of  splendor,  are  the  practiced  weapons  of  the 
Opposition  ;  they  may  influence  sentiment  fur  a  tinie,  but 
a  spirit  of  free  inquiry  and  correct  information  will  ban- 
ish these  delusions,  demonstrating  the  innocence  of  the 
accused,  and  the  ilaring  and  selfish  motives  which  pro- 
duce the  imputations.  Recollect  that  these  Presidents 
were  the  founders  of  the  Republic,  that  they  had  an  ac- 
tive agency  in  the  establishment  of  your  Constitution,  that 
they  lived  and  toiled  for  the  Kepublic'at  home  in  tlie  gaze 
of  the  American  People  \  and  above  all,  that  they  came 
into  power  by  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  American 
People  )  but  even  thus  sustained,  and  thus  elected,  they 
escaped  not  the  fell  spirit  of  detraction.  The  present 
Chief  Mngistrate  came  not  into  power  sustained  by  such 
powerful  appeals  to  the  confidence  and  affections  of  the 
American  People.  His  Lfe  had  been  spent  principally  in 
the  service  of  his  country  abroad,  in  watching  its  interests 
and  its  rights  in  foreign  courts.  When  at  home  he  pre- 
sided over  a  Department,  of  none  or  very  limited  patro- 
nage, and  which  addresses  itself  only  to  the  patriotisnri 
and  intelligence  of  the  People.  He  had  thi-ee  competi- 
tors, of  distinguished  reputation,  and  alike  endeared  to 
the  country.  A  gentleman  of  splendid  talents,  the  bold 
and  undisguised  advocate  of  those  constitutional  doctrines 
which  enlarge  the  sphere  of  Federal  action,  retired  from 
the  struggle  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected  move* 
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roentf  of  a  State,  upon  whose  powcHuI  support  his  cal- 
cubtioRS  on  success  were  predicated.  No  election  was 
made  in  the  primary  coUe^^and  this  House,  exercising 
.its  constitutional  continent  power,  called  the  present  in- 
cumbent to  the  Presidency.  In  fonnin|^  his  Cabinet,  he 
called  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  distin- 
guisheil  citizen  who  now  presides  over  that  Department, 
and  it  is  understood  that  be  offered  to  another  competi- 
tor, the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

From  this  moment,  a  spirit  of  opposition,  detraction, 
and  misrepresentation  appeared.  It  was  chaq^  that 
the  election  was  eflfected  by  '<bargain,  management, 
and  intrigue  :**  and  the  nation  has  been  convulsed  by 
a  more  angry  state  of  political  hatred  than  it  ever  ex> 
perienced  before.  History  informs  ns,  that,  of  all  the 
parties  or  factions  which  divide  a  nation,  those  are  the 
most  angry,  which  are  founded  on  personal  considera- 
tions. The  parties  heretofore  existing  in  this  country 
had  their  origin  in  a  diiference  of  opinion  among  the 
People,  as  to  our  foreign  and  domestic  policy.  In 
sustaining  or  resisting  that  policy,  the  rival  politicians 
addressed  themselves  to  the  reason  and  understanding 
of  the  nation.  An  unprecedented  unanimity  existed 
among  us  all,  as  to  the  great  and  fundamental  policy  which 
the  prosperity  of  this  country  required  to  be  pursued  by 
its  rulers.  The  present  parties  of  this  country  are  there- 
fore  formed  upon  the  preference  of  one  individuslto  ano- 
ther. In  all  our  attempts,  therefore,  to  proselyte,  a  re- 
Ttew  of  their  character  and  of  their  talents  is  taken.  In 
this  review  much  is  said — much  will  be  said—of  an  irri- 
tating and  offensive  character.  These  are  the  causes  of 
our  disunion. 

We  also  know,  that,  of  all  the  elections  which  agita- 
ed  the  Roman  Republic,  those  were  distinguished  by  the 
highest  excitements  and  the  greatest  convulsions  of  the 
People,  which  sprung  from  th'e  union  fdt  eoUioni/jusJ 
of  the  disappointed  rival  candidates,  to  prevent  the  re- 
election of  their  successful  competitor.     Whether  there 
be  such  a  combination  now,  the  People  must  judg^.     I 
will  not  say  that  such  a  combination  does  exist,  hut  I  wilt 
say,  that  such  a  combination  has  been  avowed  and  boast- 
ed of.     During  the  last  Winter,  in  the  many  speculations 
which  were  made  upon  the  probable  result  of  the  next 
Presidential  election,  and  sent  from  this  place,  with  a 
view  to  animate  the  friends  of  General  Jackson,  there 
was  one  letter  which  pre-eminently  attracted  the  notice 
of  the  public.     Its  style  was  good  {  the  estimates  of  their 
then  strength,  and  of  their  future  hopes,  v  i  re  plausible. 
It  was  pubiish<'d  in  the  newspapers  of  the  opposition  with 
high  praise.     The  auihorsliip  was  assigned  to  u  then  dis- 
tinguislicd  member  of  this  HoMse  :  its  supposed  parent- 
age W.1S  tmced,  by  traits  of  language,  to  the  honorable 
member.     In  ihi.H  letter,  then  so  cheered,  we  find  this 
uiKlisguisi'd  avowal  of  the  principles  of  cohesion,  which 
gi*e  life  and  activity  to  the  present  contest.     This  letter 
says — '*l*o  the  friends  of  Jackson  and  Crawford,  those 
of  .lohn  O.  Calhoun  are  added  ;  and  the  union  forms  such 
a  force  of  number,  talents,   and  influence,  that  it  would 
seem  improbable  tlut  this  can  be  efTectively  met  by  Mr. 
Adums  and   Mr.  Ciay,  and  their  frir>nds,  aided  by  their 
united  experience,  ability,  patronage,  and  official  advan- 
tages, great  as  they  are.     Men  are  hO  very  sincere  in 
Ihcr  dislikes,  that  the  most  opposite  natures  will  coalesce 
to  diminish  the  power  of  an  object  of  a  higher  common 
aversion,  antl  uill  suirender  the  strongest  personal  com- 
pctiticn  to  unite  for  mutual  safety." 

What  a  precious  confession  !     If  this  be  true,  we  can- 
not be  deceived  as  to  the  character  of  that  resistance  to 


I  ed  individuals  shall  be  subserved,  and,  by  their  ^tiiiu 
tion,  encourage  those  future  angry  appeiJs  totliiiiutiof 
by  the  disappointed  candidstes^rivajabipt  vbich  kn 
destroyed  every  elective  Government. 

[Mr.  Bpchastav  here  inquired  of  Mr.  D.  if  he  aid  tb 
he  [Mr.  Buchakait]  was  the  writer  of  the  letter }  Mr.  D 
replied  that  he  did  not  say  so  ;  but  tbst  he  did  not»] 
that  he,  Mr.  B.,  was  not  tlie  author;  that. he  had  m 
mentioned  the  gentleman's  name.  Mr. B.  rejoined:! 
am  not  the  author] 

Mr.  DORSKY  resumed.    Mr.  Speaker, in  Mink 
this  imputation  cast  on  the  cd)inet  in  its  ori^^n,  vbl:!] 
no  gentleman  on  this  floor  has  attempted  to  sasuii.  all 
its  measures  have  been  treated  with  the  jeilojs  coloring 
of  disappointed  ambition.    A  sombre  picture  dEmjtm 
distress  has  been  4rawn  by  lhetwogentielBenfrMn>i^ 
ginia  [Mr.  Rahdolph  and  Mr.  Flotb.]   The  sqttillid  U- 
aaroni  of  London,  Italy,  and  the  8tarf«tg?o9«U6on  ef 
Ireland,  have  been  exhibited  here  to  excite wsytDiathj 
—their  wretchedness  is  traced  to  the  midneu,  the »« 
ness,  and  folly,  of  their  minisfiy.    Indeed,  the  gtatwM 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Flotd]  was  n<)t«lisfiedwitliltai^ 
fecting  picture  of  general  distress,  but  be  tortoww 
sensibility  by  telling  ua  that  in  London  one  M«»r^ 
died  eveiy  day  from  bhcer  and  absolute  w«»t;  »»»* 
deaths  were  traced  by  him  to  the  pn>d««f»^^y"*5! 
vernment:  and,  in  the  same  train  of  thought,  tti««^ 
same  fervid  glow  of  language,  he  told  «»<^7*J**! 
the  agriculturist.     He  did  not  trace  this  to  thenwj^ 
of  the  Government,  but,  in  tracing  the  csuseBot^T 
sn  distress,  he  did  point  to  the  ministry  "  ^^ 
the  evil  ?  and  possibly  he  may  have  anticipated  tw- 
suggcstions  of  his  might  influence  men  *"^"!!^^, 
the  agony  of  pecuniary  distress,-  to  become  dtfs  - 
with  the  present  ministry,  under  the  ^J*^""!"* ?Tw 
in  the  change  of  public  senante  they  mightftaJ^ 
He  knows  that  the  mind  of  dissppointroenl  trw*  ^ 
ing  evils,  no  matter  how  remote  or  unconnectWi 
great  object  of  its  displeasure.    He  kn'>''r^r 
own  State,  the  destructive  presence  of  "'*."^5, 
has  been  enun^e rated  as  one  of  tlie  great  «**/    ^ 
resulted  to  this  People  from  the  e'c^^'°"^/.  ,Uf 
Chief  Magistrate.     He  has  addressed  h'"»*!' ^"^  .^r 


ly  excited  passions  of  our  nature  \  ^o^  ®"  ""  Tjii]»i! 
argument  and  reason  can  be  called  ^"""''.^.iiijjf 
gentleman  be  foimd  bold  enough  *<'<^*'"*^  Ir-f?*:' 
ricuUural  depression  can  be  relieved  by  any  »«  fr 
of  the  National  Government  ?  The  evil  a »«  J  "J^J 
ant  productions  of  the  earth,  and  the  ***^'  "!^5[e 
peace.  They  are  not  satitdied,  sir,  with  «"*»  ^^. 
alarm  our  interthts,  but  they  seek  also  ^* ^^. 
fears  for  the  perpetuity  of  this  republic.  J^^^d 
from  Tennessee,  with  a  confitlent  belief  io  i"*  ^ 
Iiis  prediction,  warns  us,  sir,  that  this  "^P",^.^ 
pidly  descending  to  the  "ocean  0*^^°"^'?"**"'  nv»>- 
unless  our  steps  shall  be  retraced,  our  <*"'**^j(js^ 
tion  cannot  number  twenty  years  more.  *[.  Ltfr 
that  this  republic— the  world's  hopc--«ball  fal'  "?^\. 
sent  corruption  within  such  a  period  f  ?"*:"' 'y((i»^ 
too,  must  have  its  origin  in  a  mind  higbi)'  ^}^^'. 
displeased  with  tliose  who  have  excluded  ^"T |-^ 
office.  1  am  justified  in  drawinfe  this  concii»«^^^ 
the  examination  of  the  imputed  abuses  «  ^ 
ment.  ^^a^^' 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  contingent  f^PvJ^j^ 
House  shew  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  *''<^  P**,  ..^f  ,er 
They  h.ive  been  contrasted  with  those  '"!"*..(,,:. 
of  Mr.  Adams*  administration.  I)i«rerenr,indec<i,'>    ^ 


the  present  administration,  which,  like  the  Uoman  elec-  |  condition  of  this  country  from  what  it  was  then.  ^^.^^ 
tions,  governed  by  the  same  principles  of  mutual  inter-  '  dent  ofthe  general  causes  of  icgisbitiopneces»»ri.^^ 
est,  threaten  this  People  with  the  most  angry  political  j  ant  on  the  expansion  of  our  commerce  ^^^^^^^^H' 
strife  :  not  tlwt  the  settled  policy  of  this  country  shall  be  |  arc  particular  causes  which  at  the  present  l^Pf  ^^. 
changed,  but  that  the  mutual  interest  of  these  distinguish.  { late  the  expenses  of  this  House.  The  wsrhsslelt^' 
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•f   olaims  unliquidated,  and  which  can  only  be  settled  by 
ti9  interposition  of  Conj^ss.    The  Western  lands  are  a 
ruit:ful  source  of  legislation.     The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
LAclKy   [Mr.  Chiltov]  says  that  the  tables  are  weighed 
lov^n  with  printed  documents,  not  unfrequently  interest- 
T\^  only  to  one  individual.     I  did  not  suppose  that  a  ^en- 
Lte  man,  just  emerging  from  the  '*oven"  of  public  opinion, 
«M^ould    have  ventured  such  sentiments.     Shall  not  a  citi- 
zen  hare  his  claim  adjusted  by  this  House  f  and,  if  he 
shall,  must  we  not  be  instructed  }  and,  if  we  must  be  in* 
flstructed,  in  what  manner  can  we  be  so  well  informed  as 
L>3r  the  printing  of  his  petition  ?    This  doctrine  is  not  in 
^inison  with  the  vaunted  professions  of  devotion  to  the 
People,  which  these  gentlemen  are  eternally  echoing. 
Our  per  diem  compensation  requires  reduction,  and,  sir, 
lie  elabbrately  so  argued  ;  yet,  wonderful  to  relate,  in  his 
propositions,  as  originally  offered,  tliis  retrenchment  is 
■lot  distinctly  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
TTiittee  to  be  charged  with  inquiring  into  the  expediency 
of  retrenchment*     Yet  be  came  instructed  to  press  the 
policy  of  reducing  the  compensation — ^indeed,  it  would 
seem  that  other  retrenchments  eng^rossed  more  of  the 
gentleman's  attention  than  that  of  our  compensation.     1, 
sir,  am  decidedly  opposed  to  it ;  the  People  are  most  ge- 
nerally satisfied  that  we  shall  have  it ;  neither  will  1  pay 
Bucli  a  respect  to  any  one  quarter  of  this  Union,  excited 
by  political  controver^,  where  rital  parties  seek  popu- 
larity by  professions  of  economy  and  retrenchment,  as  to 
sacrifice  to  it  the  great  public  sentiments  of  the  People. 
Xhe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  advocates  it — he  lives 
in  the  enjoyment  of  **  single  blessedness*'— ii  may  suit 
liiro  to  serve  upon  a  reduced  compensation ;  although 
the  sum  we  receive  is  not  an  equivalent  for  our  loss,  aris- 
ing from  the  abstraction  of  our  attention  from  private  pur- 
suits, yet  it  breaks,  in  some  degree,  the  force  of  these 
losses. 

It  is  objected  that  the  number  of  clerks  are  too  numer- 
ous. It  may  be  so— yet  do  the  gentlemen  recollect  that, 
during  the  session  of  Congress,  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  Departments  is  suspended  in  the  gratification  of  calln 
made  on  them  for  information  sought  for  to  guide  legis- 
lation, or  to  act  upon  the  public  sentiment  ?  Yes,  not  un- 
frequently  are  the  Heads  of  the  different  Departments 
(impelled  to  put  into  requisition  c\try  clerk  to  answer 
these  calls  within  the  time  required. 

The  structure  of  our  institutions  is  attacked,  and  the 
Military  Academy  is  sought  to  be  rendered  an  object  of 
public  jealousy,  and  the  seeds  of  disunion,  between  the 
rich  and  tlie  poor,  between  the  plebeians  and  the  patri- 
cians, is  scattered,  with  more  than  Tribunitian  industry. 
The  West  Point  Academy,  founded  by  Jefferson,  is  now 
described  by  his  ftiends  as  an  institution  in  its  very  prin- 
ciples ftristocratic.     The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says 
that  none  but  the  children  of  the  w^ltliy  are  educated 
there.    It  is  not  so  ;  in  its  principles,  it  contains  no  ex- 
clusion graduated  on  rank.     That  there  may  be  children 
of  the  wealthy  educated  there  is  true  :  and  Ihall  it  not  be 
so  ?  Who  contributes  to  it  /   Do  not  the  wealthy  }  And 
shall  they  be  excluded  who  do  not  contribute  to  it  ?    But 
the  children  of  the  wealthy  are  not  sent  there  from  con- 
siderations of  economy,  but  to  prepare  their  children,  by 
a  previous  course  of  study,  to  enter  into  the  armies  of 
tlieir  countiy  :  and  it  must  be  so,  or  the  children  of  the 
wealthy  will  be  excluded  from  the  Army  Repster.    This 
theory  is  confirmed  by  one  single  illustration.     An  hono- 
rable member  of  this  House,  who  has  expended  thou- 
sands in  giving  to  the  poor  the  blessings  of  intellectual 
light,  has  now  at  that  school  a  youth,  who  prefers  to 
serve  his  country  in  her  army.     The  gentleman  has  enu- 
nersted  many  instances,  from  his  own  State,  in  which 
the  Representatives  in  Congress  have  had  children  edu- 
cated there.    If  this  be  an  abuse  of  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  the  members,  they  are  reiponsible  to  their  con- 


stituents. The  War  Department  must  act  upon  recom- 
mendations. The  constitutional  implication  that  the 
members  of  Congress  are  deserving  or  confidence,  must 
influence  that  Department,  and  the  sin  of  the  abuse  of 
the  discretionary  choice  must  rest  on  their  head.  1  can 
only  say,  that,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  •elec- 
tions in  the  part  of  the  SUte  from  whence  I  come,  has^ 
in  every  instance,  fitllen  upon  those  without  parents  and 
without  property— except  the  son  of  a  gallant  General, 
whose  blood  moistened  the  field  of  Eutaw,  and  whose 
anxious  wish  is,  that  one  of  his  descendants  might,  if  a 
war  should  ever  again  return,  display  the  same  patriotism 
and  the  same  daring  as  his  father.  A  principle  of  distri- 
butire  justice  regulates  the  selection  now,  and  I,  with 
others,  can  say  that  the  claims  of  the  friendless  and  the 
poor  are  listened  to  with  a  sympathising  heart,  and  a  dis- 
position to  foster  and  protect  those  whose  genius,  it  is 
presumed,  fit  them  for  militory  command.  The  general 
utility  of  thia  institution,  till  the  power  of  a  selection 
was  exercised  by  a  political  rival,  was  admitted  by  alL 
If  its  abuses  hare  weakened  the  public  confidence  in  it, 
this  Administration  has  not  to  answer  for  it;  it  commenc- 
ed in  other  days,  when  the  late  Secretary  of  War  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency.  But  why  deal  in  this  ge- 
neral  accusation  f  Bring  forth  a  direct  propoaition  to 
pull  it  down. 

The  general  policy  of  the  Government,  commencing 
at  its  earliest  period,  as  connected  with  its  foreign  inter- 
course, is  now  objected  to  by  the  gfentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Flotd.]  He  contends  that  we  ought  to  re- 
trace our  steps,  and  recall  all  our  resident  Ministen ; 
that,  whenever  measures  of  conflict  shall  arise,  |between 
us  and  Foreign  Governments,  that,  then,  and  only  then, 
oiigtit  it  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  send  a 
Minister  abroad,  and  as  soon  as  the  cause  of  the  mission 
shall  cease,  that  the  Minister  shall  be  withdrawn.  Per- 
mit me  to  say,  that  this  is  another  lamentable  instance 
of  the  spirit  of  reprehension.  That  gentlenuin  occupies 
too  distinguished  a  station  in  this  House,  and  too  much 
space  in  the  eye  of  this  nation,  to  hazard  his  repuUtion 
in  sustaining  any  specific  proportion  embracing  such  a 
doctrine.  He  had  an  opportunity,  a  few  days  since, 
when  the  appropriation  bill  was  under  discussion,  to  ori- 
ginate a  question  testing  the  soundness  and  wisdom  of 
such  a  Chinese  system.  Yet,  then,  the  gentleman  was 
silent  as  the  grave,  and  acquiesced  in  the  appropriation 
authorizing  the  continuance  of  our  diplomatic  intercourse. 
The  very  measures  then  thus  sanctioned  by  him  are  now 
enumerated  among  the  prodigal  and  wasteful  expend!- 
tures  of  our  national  resources,  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of 
Executive  patronage  »  and  thus  to  create  distrust  in  the 
minds  of  the  People  against  the  Government !  This  be- 
ing once  created,  the  transition  is  rapid  to  a  feeling  of  hos- 
tilty  against  those  who  administer  it.  Is  it  right,  is  it  just, 
to  sanction  and  adopt  measures,  and  then  to  object  these 
very  measures  as  grounds  of  reprehension  against  politi- 
cal rivals  }  The  wildest  reformer  could  not  seriously  en- 
tertain such  a  scheme  of  non-intercourse  with  ftireign  na- 
tions. To  cultivate  kind  and  friendly  relations  with  fo- 
reign nations  is  essential,  indispensable,  wherever  our 
commerce  expands.  They  produce  feelings  of  mutual 
g^od  will,  and  open  new  and  interesting  sources  for  the 
mutual  exchange  of  productive  labor.  Hence  it  is,  that 
all  nations,  and  at  all  times,  have  deemed  it  expedient 
to  have  resident  Ministera  abroad.  These  general  topics 
of  invective  and  reprehension,  applying  alike  to  all  for- 
mer administrations,  and  now,  for  the  firet  time,  exhibit- 
ed to  the  gaze  of  the  American  People,  to  assist  in  that 
revolution  which  is  designed  to  elevate  General  Jackson 
to  the  Presidency,  are  followed  up  by  particular  specifi- 
cations of  improvidence  and  prodigality.  The  Pananna 
mission,  discussed,  and  re-discussed,  is  again  brought  in 
review.  Upon  this  subject  every  Uiing  has  been  Mud  that 
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can  be  Mid»  and  can  be  found  in  previous  debate%  direct- 
ly on  its  adoption,  and  collateranjr  in  vindication  of  tlie 
aeasures  of  toe  administration.    I  shall  say  no  more  of  it. 

It  IS  objected  to  the  Administration,  that  the  Govern- 
ment entrusted  a  great  and  important  negotiation  with 
the  cabinet  at  London,  to  Mr.  Rufus  Ring,  once  a  pro- 
found and  sagacious  statesman,  an  able  and  practised 
diplomatist,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  negotiation,  from  his  long  participation 
with  the  treaty-making  power— when  the  vigor  of  his  in- 
tellect was  weakened,  his  memory  impaired,  and  his  pro- 
found penetration  lessej^ed,  from  advanced  age.  Is  the 
iact  so  \  Who  tells  you  so  >  Did  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  avow  such  an  opinion  ?  He  had  lived  for  years  in 
daily  intercourse  with  them,  having  constant  opportuni- 
ties of  testing  the  retention  of  the  powers  of  his  intellect, 
his  memory,  and  penetration ;  and  they  have  afforded  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  contradicting  this  imputed  un- 
fitness for  the  mission — for,  these  very  individuals  appro- 
bated his  selection,  without  which  he  could  not  have  been 
sent  abroad.  Bui.  even  concede  that  to  be  true,  which 
is  denied,  and  which  is  proved  to  be  untrue,  so  far  as 
the  opinion  of  his  brother  Senators  is  entitled  to  consi- 
deration, can  blame  attach  to  the  President  for  being 
uninformed  as  to  the  extent  of  his  intellectual  decay—if 
they,  having  greater  ppporttinitiea  of  forming  a  correct 
estimate  of  hu  fitness  for  the  duties  entrusted  to  him, 
should  have  erred  in  appreciating  bis  fitness  for  the  sta- 
tion .'  Here  again  examination  removes  all  grounds  of  ac- 
cusation. But  it  is  said,  that  hit  mission  was  unproductive. 
Why,  concede  that  it  be  so.  If  the  appointment  was  in 
its  origin  wise,  and  the  Minister,  from  any  cause  within 
his  control,  (ailed  to  consummate  his  mission,  upon  what 
principle  of  humanity,  upon  what  principle  of  justice, 
IS  the  President  reprehensible  for  the  inattention  of  his 
Minister  i  He  must  delegste  power  somewhere— he  can- 
not be  present — it  can  only  be  required  of  him,  that  his 
•election  should  be  judicious,  and  that,  if  the  duties  as- 
signed  are  not  wisely  discharged,  that  his  Minister  should 
be  reprehended.  But,  leaving  these  abstract  theories  of 
duty  and  responsibility,  let  us  see  what  are  the  fiicts  con- 
nected with  this  mission  >  Mr.  King,  in  his  passage, 
sickened  ;  his  health  became  impaired.  When  returning 
health  enabled  him  to  assume  his  duties,  the  British  Min- 
istry were  scattered  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  Cab- 
inet of  St  James  afterwards  selected  two  gentlemen  to 
enter  into  the  negotiations  with  Mr.  King,  and  communi- 
cated a  wish  that  the  American  Government  would  also 
unite  another  Minister  with  iheir  Minister  resident.  This 
proposition  was  sent  to  our  Cabinet,  and  while  the  Presi- 
dent was  deliberating  on  the  expediency  of  selecting  Mr. 
Gallatin,  admitted  by  all  parties  to  be  the  first  American 
Diplomatist,  to  be  Minister  extraordinary,  and  to  unite 
with  Mr.  King  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  fortunate  con- 
clusion, information  was  received  hereof  the  increasing  ill 
healtli  of  Mr.  Kin|^,  and  accompanied  with  a  request  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  return  home.  It  was  granted. 
He  returned,  and  died  in  the  bosom  of  that  country, 
to  whose  benefit  he  had  devoted  his  life. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  mission,  arrested  bv  a  destiny 
uncontrollable  by  the  cabinet ;  and  such  were  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  selection  and  temporary  residence  of  Mr. 
Gallatin,  who  would  not  consent  to  a  permanent  residence 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  but  a  ho  was  willing  to  give  to 
his  adopted  country  the  benefit  of  that  political  sagacity 
for  which  he  has  been  so  pre-eminently  distinguished,  for 
a  limited  period.  These  particular  and  limited  miss'ons, 
are  in  accordance  witli  the  continued  pr4Cttce  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernment ;  they  are  adopted  upon  que«Uond  uf  great  mag- 
nitude, and  of  long  protracted  diplumutic  discussion. 
Washington  sent  Mr.  Jay  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  while  Mr.  Cliarles 
Pinckney  was  resident  there.  Mr.  Adams  sent  Pinckney, 


Marshall,  and  Gerry,  to  negotiate  with  tlte  Esecutire  B. 
rectory ;  they  were  not  received.  He  again  tent  Dj^s, 
Ellsworth,  and  Murray.  Upon  receiving  tnfonaauuitk 
the  Directory  would  negotiate,  Mr.  Jeffemn  sent  )t 
Monroe  to  France,  to  treat,  in  conjunction  vitli  Mr.  U- 
ingston,  on  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  He  sent  Mr. 
Monroe  to  unite  with  Mr.  Pinckney  at  the  Court  of  kid 
rid  ;  he  sent  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  Maryland,  to  ireat,  irii 
Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  Court  of  London.  Mr.  MviisoQ  t^ 
Mr.  Monroo's  practice  baa  been  in  unison  with  this  polo 
It  springs  from  the  expediency  of  calling  into  tiie  puke 
service  disti  nguish  ed  i  ndividuals,  who  can  only  consent  to 
give  a  portion  of  their  time  to  the  cause  of  tbeircatutf}, 
or  to  unite  their  wisrlom  in  pursuit  of  great  aod  iotere»t- 
ing  benefits  for  their  country. 

It  is  objected  that  the  appropriation  forjfr.  M  A. 
King  was  inconsistent  with  the  law  ami  ihe  practice  of  die 
Government.  This  subject  has  been  befure\a  •,  the  ablesi 
refutation  is  found  in  the  official  reporu  which  I  s^aW  read 

*«  The  compensation  received  by  the  seTealpeno«» 
appointed,  (with  the  exeception  of  Mr.  Mn  A.  SatJi 
and  Mr.  Watts,  whose  accounU  ate  not  yet  closed,  U 
will  be  finally  liquidated  on  the  samepnndpW.ia; 
be  seen  in  the  above  abstract  from  the  Treasury.  Frss 
that  abstract  it  appears,  1st,  that  the  allowance  of  ais; 
in  the  character  of  Charge,  in  the  cases  there sUted,b 
been  uniform  ;  secondly,  that  the  allowance  of  iaq^ 
has  been  most  usually,  but  not  always,  made;  thirdly,  tiui, 
in  some  instances,  the  temporary  appointment  bis  ^ 
continued  after  the  intervention  of  tlie  session  of  t^e(3^ 
as  in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Purviance,  Mr.  lUissell,  He.  bf 
rence,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Brent,  Mr.  Haghcs,  v^  » 
Sheldon  ;  and,  in  two  cases,  (those  of  Mr.Erm^*^ 
Mr.  HaiTis,)  after  the  intervention  of  several  sesaonsoffe 
Senate  \  ai.d  fourthly,  that,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  M«  ^ 
King,  the  allowance  made  to  him  wasa  medium  bctfess 
tlie  highest  and  lowest  allowances  tliat  had  been  prtri^ 
ly  made.  The  highest  was  made  in  the  case  oi  )t. 
Husst:H,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  to  each  of  whom,  beedesK 
outfit  and  salary  of  Charge,  a  quarter's  return  itUry« 
allowed.  Mr.  King  was  not  allowed  salary  as  a  Cltfp. 
during  the  absence  of  xMr.  Gallatin,  on  his  risit  to  ?««» 
last  Fall  i  nor  was  he  allowed  a  quarter's  return  W» 
Charge.  He  was  moreover  the  bearer  oS^^^ft^ 
the  first  intelligence  of  the  conclusion  of  which  r«fJ»« 
the  Department  by  his  delivei-y  of  the  instniment  "tx^. 
Such  a  service  is  always  regarded,  in  the  transsclio*  * 
Governments,  as  one  of  peculiar  interest  He  Wj 
have  been,  but  waa  not,  allowed  the  usual  compeo^ 
made  to  bearers  of  despatches.  An  extract  fr^*"  *.  ^ 
addressed  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State  to  the  CiaffO*" 
of  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  marked  B,  a«»" 
panics  this  report." 

But,  indepeiident  of  this  settled  practice  of^'f**^^ 
ment,  there  is  a  legislative  recognition  of  ^"^^'l^, 
upon  which  the  expenditure  to  John  A.  King  »^r^ 
It  appears,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  i«^^ 
doubling  on  Uie  expediency  of  allowing  outfits  tot  »^ 
des  Affaires,  under  similar  circumstances  min  »  ; 
John  A.  King,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secteo^^  ^ 
State,  inqiiinng  for  information  as  to  the  P^*^..  .^ 
the  Government.  To  this  letter  Mr.  Adams  k^^ 
follows  : 

DspAJiTNErr  or  Statj, 
Washinglon,  tOthMfcl^l^^^ 

"  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  om     ^^^^ 
usually  been  allowed  to  Secretaries  of  ^f^'Lmof 
have  been  lef\  as  Cliargcs  des  Affaires,  on  the  r^^^^^^^ 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  SUies.    \f 
termination  of  iheic;  misaions.  noiarv*^* 

They  have  not  been  allowed  in  cases  of  W^.^  or 
sences  of   Ministers  whether  upon  public  cou 
for  their  personal  accommodation. 
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[nstaitces  of  the  aUovance,  in  the  cases  referred  to  by 
iuv  letter,  are  of  Mr.  Henry  Jackson,  on  the  return-  of 
r.  Crawford  from  Paris,  in  April,  1815,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
mlh,  on  my  return  irom  London,  in  June,  1817  ;  also, 
Mr.  C.  Hughes,  on  the  return  of  Mr.  Russell  from  Swe- 
:n,  in  1819,  ami  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Everett,  on  the  return  of 
r.  Bustis  from  the  Netherlands,  in  1819." 
IVitli  this  information,  that  Congress  voted  the  appro- 
'lation,  and  thus  sancUoned  the  Executive  construction 
id  practice.  Could  it  be  expected  that  Mr.  Adams, 
hen  called  to  the  Presidency,  should  disregard  the 
ractice  of  his  predecessors,  and  its  legislative  sanction, 
Y  denying  to  John  A.  King,  the  admitted  compensation 
iceived  by  his  predecessors  ?  Firm  and  independent 
I  he  always  appears  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties, 
e  had  not  firmness  enough  to  disregard  the  deliberate 
nd  consistent  opinions  of  the  two  branches  of  tlie  Nation* 
I  Government. 

We  advance  now  to  another  accusation  of  favoritism, 
iiat  is  in  relation  to  John  H.  Pleasants— that  he  was  in- 
tructed  to  repair  to  Rio  Janeiro  and  Buenos  Ayres,  with 
lespatches  to  our  Minister  f  that  he  received  pay  for  such 
ervice,  and  that  he  did  not  go  to  his  place  of  destination, 
understand  the  facts  connected  with  this  bearer  of  des- 
>atcbes  to  be  these  :  That  he  took  shipping  at  a  Northern 
>ort ,  that  he,  too,  sickened,  and,  meeting  a  vessel  at  sea, 
)ound  to  Liverpool,  took  his  passage  in  her,  as  the  most 
ikely,  and  the  only  means  of  preserving  his  life.  He  gave 
lis  despatches  to  the  cAptain  of  the  vessel,  who  delivered 
hem  to  the  authorities  to  whom  they  were  directed,  and 
he  transferred  himself  on  beard  the  English  vessel,  and 
•ecetvcd  an  equivalent  only  for  his  direct  voyage.  Would 
it  not  be  well  for  honorable  men  to  inquire  and  ascertain 
the  truth  of  accusations  before  they  indulge  in  a  spirit  of 
crimination  ^  But,  Graviora  manerU.  Yes,  sir,  tlie  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Fiato]  who  has  for  a 
long  time  occupied  a  seat  here,  whose  statements  and 
opinions  are  listened  to  at  home  and  abroad  with  avidity, 
in  the  catalogue  of  the  sins  of  the  Government,  has  de- 
liberately slated  that  the  ofBcial  dress  of  our  Foreign 
Ministers  has  been  paid  for  from  the  public  coffers,  and 
that  a  copper  plate  is  preserved  in  the  Department  of 
State  and  furnished  them,  to  shew  the  cut  of  their 
clothes  1  !  ! — ^another  demonstration  of  the  credulity  with 
which  every  idle  rumor  is  received.  I  undertake  to  sigr 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  such  statemen^ 
[Mr.  FLOYD  here  rose,  and  stated  that  be  had  been 
informed  that  such  was  the  fact — that  he  had  no  inter- 
course with  the  Department.] 

Mr.  DORSEY  remarked  :  The  gentleman  has  the  same 
intercourse  that  I  have.     As  a  Representative  of  the  Peo- 
pie,  I  have  a  right  to  ask  infbrmatiou  from  every  Depart 
ment,  and  as  I  was  astounded  at  such  a  statement,  from 
such  a  source,  I  directed  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  ascertain 
if  such  was  the  practice,  and  received  for  answer  that 
there  was  no  such  practice,  no  such  eJtpenditure.    It  is 
true  that  during  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Monroe's  claim 
in  this  House,  it  was  stated  that,  in  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  his  mission  (for  which  he  received  no  outfit,  and 
when  he  was  not  the  Minister  resident  in  France,  that  he 
was  instructed  by  the  Government  to  conciliate  the  good 
feelings  of  the  Emperor,  in  reference  to  some  great  in- 
terest which  was  then  depending  between  us  and  the 
Spanish  Court)  he  charged  the  expenses  of  a  Court  dress 
in  which  Mrs.  Monroe  appeared  at  the  Coronation.     This 
charge  was  examined,  criticised,  and  sanctioned,  by  the 
then  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes,  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Madison.     This  transaction  is  of  other  days — 
requietcat  in  pace.    But  a  copperpkte,  yes,  sir,  a  copper- 
plate  is  ^*  furnished  to  the  Minister,  to  teach  his  tailor  to 
cut  his  clothes,  to  make  him  look  like  a  coachman — as 
his  friend  from  Virginia  said,  like  a  livery  servant."    Ri- 


shaf^.  This  civil  uniform,  adopted  by  the  republican  Mr. 
Madison,  to  save  the  Ministers  from  heavy  expenses,  in? 
cidental  to  a  fVequent  change  of  dresses,  adapted  to  the 
costume  of  the  Courts  in  which  the  Minister  appears, 
is  denounced  as  aping  Royalty,  degrading  the  appearance 
of  the  Minister,  and  inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  of 
our  republican  character.  A  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Daitikl]  has  said,  that  a  bearer  of  despatches  sailed 
in  the  very  vessel  which  carried  the  Ministers,  in  charge 
of  despatches  to  those  very  Ministers!!! — a  charge,  if 
true,  that  oueht  to  sink  and  degrade  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  but,  ifnot  true,  the  world  will  pronounce  the  ac- 
cusation bold  and  reckless  of  the  feelings  and  reputation 
of  that  distinguished  individual.  I  here,  upon,  this  floor, 
upon  authority  obtained  in  my  representative  capacity, 
assert  that  no  such  occurrence  has  taken  place.  The 
long  9atalogue  of  Governmental  and  Ministerial  errors  is 
reviewed,  save  those  of  the  private  accounts  of  Mr.  Ad^ 
ams,  while  abroad,  and  which  were  settled  and  sanction- 
ed by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Government,  before  his 
elevation  to  the  Chief  Magistracy,  and  which  are  now 
dragged  from  the  archives  of  the  Treasury,  to  add  to  the 
political  excitements  of  the  day.  These,  will  be  review- 
ed by  others.  Proud  indeed  ought  th»  friends  of  this 
Government  and  of  this  Administration  to  be,  when 
here,  with  all  the  appetite  for  censure,  and  all  the  ma- 
terials to  cull  from,  so  little  can  be  specified,  and  tliat 
little  so  easily  refuted.  Indeed,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  they  ask  why  we  demand  specifications  }  It  is 
because  specifications  can  be  answered.  Generalities  in- 
fuse distrust,  and  are  not  susceptible  of  refutation.  In- 
nocence can  be  proved  when  charges  assume  a  specific 
character.  Innocence  mav  fall  a  victim  to  doubts,  to 
jealousies  that  ar^  impalpable  :  One  is  the  shield  of  con- 
scious propriety,  the  other  is  the  weapon  of  destruction, 
wielded  by  political  rivals. 

I  now  turn  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.     He 
says  that  he  will  not  try  here  either  the  question  of  the 
purity  of  the  election,  or  the  wisdom  of  the  measures  of 
the  present  Ad.nninistration  ;  that  the  People  are  now  try- 
ing them  ;  that  the  great  issue  is  made  up,  and  that  the 
spirit  of  inquiry  pervades  this  land.    It  is  all  true  ;  the  is- 
sues are  made  up— one  is.  Did  the  present  Chief  Magii- 
trate  ascend  into  power  by  "  bargain,  intri|[ue,  and  man- 
age  ment '"    Is  the  Administration  wise  or  improvident } 
The  other  is — Is  General  Jackson's  temper  suited  to  the 
mild  genius  of  our  Government  f    Do  his  acquirements 
fit  him  for  civil  rule  }    Has  he  respected  the  Constitution 
of  his  country ;>?    And  will  not  his  elevation  to  .the  Presi- 
dency, effected  only  b^  the  glare  of  military  renown,  be 
a  precedent  fraught  with  danger  to  the  future  liberties  of 
this  country  ?    But,  sir,  interesting  as  these  issues  are, 
there  are  collateral  issues  of  a  character  not  leas  agoniz- 
ing %  one  of  them  is— Has  not  a  most  foul  |>lot  been  form- 
ed, to  sacrifice  the  political  reputation  of  distinguished 
individuals,  whose  names  are  entwined  with  every  thing 
that  is  brilliant  and  profitable  in  the  modem  dvil  history 
of  this  People  ;  fo  the  end  that  disappointed  political  ri- 
vals may  triumph  }    One  other  is — who  are  the  authors 
of  this  plot,-  and  does  not  the  Hero  of  Orleans  counten- 
ance it,  by  circuiting  cruel  imputations  on  the  political 
integrity  of  his  triumphant  rival  ?     One  other  issue  is^If 
there  was  management  and  intrigue  resorted  to  to  effect 
the  election,  were  they  not  used  by  the  now  enemies  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  enlist  hnn  under  tife  banner  of 
the  sword  ^    Here  I  will  not  say  one  word  in  support  of 
these  collateral  bsues.     llie  excited  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple are  subsiding  ;  the  nation,   restored  by  recent  devel- 
opements  to  its  sobriety  of  thinking,  will  seek  for  infor- 
mation.    I  am  willing  to  yield,  for  the  government  of  the 
People,  now  charged  with  these  issues,  all  the  light  and 
instruction  that  is  within  the  control  of  this  House  ;  yea. 


dicule  QMy  assail  every  thing  $  nothing  is  sacrvd  from  its  |  even  willing  to  take  off  injunctions  of  secrecy,  and  to  un- 
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fold  the  secrets  of  the  prison  liouse,  if  tliere  be  any,  shew- 
inc^  either  the  opinions  uf  eminent  men,  as  to  constitution- 
allaw,  or  the  means  by  which  Indian  treaties  may  be  made. 
I  am  n9  advocate  for  economy  in  diffusing  intelligence. 
The  gentleman  fVt>m  f  ennsylvania  tells  us,  tiiat  altlioii^h 
the  allowance  to  King,  as  Charge  des  AfTatres,  may  be  in 
conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  Govcmmerit,  he  would 
enquire  whether  considerations  of  ulterior  political  objects 
might  not  have  conduced  to  it.  He  would  try  the  quo 
anitno  with  which  it  was  done.  I  ask  the  geHtleman  in 
what  moral  or  legal  school  his  doctrine  is  to  be  found  } 
An  admitted  legal  act  ?  an  act  done  in  conformity  with  a 
man's  imperious  duty  ;  springing  front  the  imperative  ob- 
ligations of  the  laws  of  society,  to  be  questioned  and  tried 
in  the  forum  of  "  intent"—"  motive"  the  "  quo  anitno." 
The  motive  of  a  legal  act  can  never  be  questioned.  The 
highest  obligution  of  a  citizen  to  society  is  obedience  to 
the  law.  It  is  only  when  he  acts  in  violation  of  the  law, 
by  doing  that  which  the  law  prohibits,  or  omitting  to  do 
that  which  the  law  commandn,  and  you  arc  called  to  de« 
cidc  on  his  innocence  or  g^ilt,  you  enter  into  a  conside- 
ration of  the  motives  which  led  to  the  omission  or  com- 
mission, in  order  to  ascertain  his  innocence  or  guilt.  The 
**  quo  animo**  vriih  which  he  acts,  then  becomes  great  and 
controlling;  but  never  till  now  did  a  legislator  or  judge 
attempt  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  a  legal  act.  The 
settled  princinles  which  regulate  public  judgment,  new 
theories,  wild  and  cruel,  ure  started,  to  try  the  present 
Administration  by.  The  gentleman  may  soon  see  that, 
when  you  investigate  the  *'  quo  animal'  with  which  an 
act  is  done,  what  a  door  to  malice,  to  uncharitableneasi 
may  be  opened ;  even  the  gentleman  himself  may  be- 
come a  victim  to  his  own  doctrine — even  he  may  be  s«i8- 
pccted  of  a  want  of  fainiess— of  candor— of  an  attempt  to 
impose  on  the  public  jiidgment.  Yet  all  of  us  know, 
that,  in  Ihe  ardor  of  debate,  the'  most  self-possessed  and 
practised  debater  may  be  guilty  of  omitting  interesting 
parts  of  a  quotation,  which,  if  quoted,  would  present  the 
meaning  of  the  writer  in  a  very' difl'creut  aspect  fVom  that 
in  which  it  appears  when  torn  from  the  omitted  passage. 
Let  us  illustrate  this  b^  the  gentleman's  own  argument. 
To  sustain  his  imputation  tliat  Mr.  Adams  had  called  this 
Government  a  penurious  Government,  the  gentleman 
read  that  part  of  the  celebrated  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Adams  to  I^vitt  Harris,  in  which  he  says— 

<*  Divided  among  ourselves,  more  in  passions  than  in- 
terest, with  half  the  nation  sold  by  their  prejudices  and 
their  ignorance  to  our  enemy,  with. a  fee|)le  and  penuri- 
ous Government,  with  five  frigates  of  a  N^vy,  and  scarce- 
ly five  efficient  regiments  for  an  Army,  how  can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  we  should  resist  the  noass  of  force  which  that 
gigantic  Power  has  collected  to  crush  us  at  a  blow  ?" 

And  omits  this  clause — 

**The  ordinary  horrors  of  war  arc  mildness  and  ihercy 
in  comparison  with'  what  Dritish  vengeance  and  malice 
have  denounced  upon  us.  We  must  qo  througli  it  all— 1 
trust  in  God  we  shall  rise  in  triumph  overlt  ail  :  but  the 
first  shock  is  the  mobt  terrible  part  of  the  process,  and  it 
is  that  which  we  are  now  enduring." 

The  letter,  as  read  bv  him,  contains  a  harsh  Censure 
upon  his  country,  and  a  spirit  of  despondency.  The 
whole  contents  of  the  leltci*,  as  read  by  me,  deprecates 
the  want  of  unanimity  among  the  People,  the  inefficient 
armament^  prepared  for  resistance,  yet  a  confident  be- 
lief in  the  vntuc  of  his  cotuUrymen,  and  a  conviction  of 
ultimate  victory.  Here,  tlus  omission  is  an  equivocal 
act  i  it  may  have  been  the  result  of  accident  or  design. 
Here,  the  intent  of  the  omission,  the  quo  animo  with 
which  if  was  done,  is  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry,  and  I  fear 
that,  oh  this,  conflicting  opinions  will  be  entertained 
here.  But  i  understood  the  gentleman  as  saying,  that  it 
woidd  have  been  libcial  in  Mr.  Adams,  at  a  time  of  great 
emergency,  when  the  resources  of  the  country  were  al- 1 


most  exhausted,  during  the  late  war,  to  hare  fbrbortH 
pressing  the  claim  for  his  outfit*  wliich  Congress  had  re 
fused  to  sanction.  This  forbearance  wcmul  have  beer 
patriotic,  but  certainly  unexpected.  Mr.  Madison,  ur. 
solicited,  gave  it  to  him  ;  upon  the  f^kh  of  it«  Ills  arrange 
ments  had  been  made  at  St.  Petersburg'.  He  was  in  ; 
foi'eign  country,  at  a  period  of  war,  when  every  tiling 
was  at  the  highest  price.  Yet,  if  he  be  liable  to  censun 
for  insisting  upon  the  retention  of  his  right,  and  refu&i!: 
to  yield  up  a  portion  of  the  perquisites  of  his  appoir.v 
ment  to  the  common  cause,  let  those  only  censure  bic 
who  are  innocent,  and  not  liable  to  the  same  repreher 
sion.  If  I  mistake  not,  the  gentleman  from  Fennsylvanij 
was  in  Congress  during  that  very  vear  in  which  Mr. 
Adams  received  this  outfit,  and  whicii  he  is  censored  k*' 
retaining.  I  have  never  heard  thaa  the  gentleman  f/om 
Pennsylvania  gave  up  a  portion  of  his  per  diem  to  tbe 
cause  of  his  coiuitry  !  It  is  said  of  Sailast,  that  he  em- 
ployed his  eloquence  to  paint  the  vices  of  those  \t\y 
crimes  which  he  himself  practised.  Here  again  the  ^&f 
tieman's  doctrine  of  mw  animo  will  be  resorted  to ,  i. 
will  be  inquired,  if  the  intent  of  the  honorable  gentk 
man  was  to  excite  popular  indignation  a^nst  the  C^ir! 
Magi^rate,  for  omitting  to  give  up  a  portion  of  his  shi} 
to  his  countrv  ;  while  he  himself  refused  to  pact^f  ^.-c  i 
munificence  r 

The  gentleman  sayn^  that  the  patronage  of  i\»  Cc* 
vemment  has  been  wielded  to  sustain  itself;  ihatprl-" 
ters  have  been  removed,  and    tl»e  editor  of  tbe  Dew- 
cratic  Press,  a  *'  venal  wretch,"  has  been  substituted  for 
Mrs.  Bailey,  as  the  contractor  for  the  public  st>*ia^ 
for  the  office  of  Collector  of  the  port  of  PUihulc  - 
Why,  concede  that  the  Government  does   use  its  r*"- 
nage  in  favor  of  its  friends.     Have  not   aH   parties  J.tt 
so  ;  and  does  not  the  gentleman  from^Penns^lvaaab 
a  prominent  rank  among  the  politicians  of  his  own  ^i^'- 
who  advocate  and    practise  the   doctrine  of  exdiiSK'.< 
against  their  rivals  f    Has  he  not  approbated  the  '• 
provcment  of  the  "condition  of  the  press.'* irttin'--' 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  by  the  eicL^.- 
of  its  former  printers,  because  they  do  not  join  ifl  a:  •: 
ing  political  Ilosannas  to  the  Military  Hero  '    U  I,  s-^' 
eating  these  doctrines  of  exclusion  of  political  rirais^-^ 
office,  sliould  denounce  here  my  opponent,  fur  pursc'.' 
the  same  course,  my  constituents  would  charge  mt  « 
hypncrisfy  and  dissimulation.     IMiey   would  mqurr:'!^ 
the  intent,  the  "  quo  animo"  with  which  such  dc»3v< 
tions  were  made  ;  and,  I  feel  confident,  that  tbe>  v^ 
trace  it  to  an  attempt,  (abortive  it  would  prove)  to  e 
pose  on  their  credulity,  and  to  excite  indi^oatiai» ^^ 
rivals,  for  adopting  my  own  policy'.      But  the  cdi:^^  •- 
the  Democratic  Press  is  a  venal  wretch;  \xnoy^*^ 
fur  aught  I  know.     I  know  him  not.      1  read  ^ f*'^^-* 
and  receive  from  it  instruction  and  amusenie^    \  ^^ 
read,  doring  thq  Summer,  in  that  paper,  soiat  sinct*^^" 
on  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvaitia^si"^  ^^- 
torial,  and  some  on  the  responsible  wgmatnre  (^  J^'^ 
tiian  Uoberts.     That  editor  does  write  with  a  nost  kc;; 
pen  ;  and  his  ink  is  sometimes  tinctured    with  tm^cb  c. 
yenne  pepper,  and  not  a  little  gall.     I  will  not  say  to  t^ ^ 
honorable  member,  Hine  ifkt  laa-ymte^  but  1  ask  tbe?^ 
tieman,  is  it   either  dignified  or  manly,  to  pourci'' 
head  of  an  absent  rival — ^yes,  sir,-  a  literary  riral-'^- 
terms  of  reproach  ?    Sir,  the  gentlemom  savs,  he  b  '- 
author  of  a  base  foi^ry.     I  presume  he  alludes  i ' ' 
letter  professed  to  have  been  written  by  the  unfbrttt- 
llaiTis  to  General  Jackson,  implorin|^  mercy  ;  and  t  • 
does  tlie  genikman  know  it  to  be  a  forgery  ?     It  afl^- 
that  tiiere  was  one  written — received;  but  its  cvr-'- 
have  never  been  given  to  us  by  the  distingtii^cd  is  - 
dual  to  whom  it  was  addressed.     The  publisl*exl  >' 
surely  breathes  such  supplication,  and  erpbodtes  v   i 
arguments,  as  such  a  deplorable  situation  would  cu!>^'' 
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suggest.     If  he  meant,  in  its  publication,  to  convey  the 
idea  that  such  a  letter  might  he  written,  thefe  is  no  im- 
propriety in  it ;  if  he  gave  it  the  positive  character  oF 
authenticity,  it  is  reprehensible.     But  whether  it  be  a 
true  copy  of  a  letter  written  or  not,  it  dees  exhibit  a 
Btrottg  atul  powerful  appeal  for  mercy  ;  the  letter,  whe- 
ther authentic  or  not,  presents  all  the  considerations  that 
could  be  urged  to  stay  the  severe  doom  pronounced  on 
the  miserable  Harris.     These  statements  hayc  had  an  in- 
fluence on  the  public  sentiment,  un^vorable  to  the  cause 
which  the  gentleman  advocates.     Such  is  the  contradic- 
tory spirit  of  our  nature,  that  we  reprobate  in  otliera 
what  we  practice,  and  revile  our  enemies  for  their  zeal  in 
the  cause  to  which  they  belong,  while  we  toil  to  raise 
otirselves  to  the  high  eminence  of  distinguished  partisans. 
The  inquiry  made  at  the  request  of  the  other  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.   KRKjfER]  has  been  this 
moment  answered.      The  correspondence  between  tiie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Collector  of  the  Port 
of  Philadelphia,  has  been  given  to  us.     It  contains  in- 
stnictions,  if  Mr.  Dinns  will  furnish  the  stationery  on  as 
favorable  terms  to  the  public  as  otheis,  to  call  on  liim  for 
»t.     Sir,  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  what- 
ever  may  be  his  notions  of  State  policy,  has  too  much 
mildness  of  character,  too  much  benevolence  of  feeling; 
to  indulge  in  proscription.     He  is  the  very  last  man  in 
this  nation  who  ought  to  be  censured  by  the  friends  of 
General  Jackson.     He  has  suffered  them  to  remain  in  of- 
fice ;  ami,  by  the  use  of  their  patronage  to  embody  all 
'     those  who  hold  office  under  them,  to  turn  him  and  bis 
friends  from  office.     They  hold  power  by  his  sufferance, 
imd  that  power  they  wield  for  his  political  destruction  ! 
Look,  sir,  at  the  Custom  House  of  New  York — present- 
'    ing,  if  the  public  journals  speak  the  truth,  the  warmest 
^    and  the  most  active  enemies  of  the  Administration.    Yet, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  knowing  this  forbear- 
'    ance,  denounces  the  I>epartment  for  intolerance.  .Again, 
'    the  « intent' — ^thc  •  quo  animo* — with  which  this  denuncia- 
'    tion  is  made,  returns;    I  tear  that  the  People  may  trace 
f   it  to  a  spirit  which  does  not  proclaim  the  whole  truth, 
when  the  truth  would  be  advantageous  to  political  rivals. 
But  the  gentleman  says,  that  a  distinguished   member 
1    of  the  Cabinet  vaunted  that  the  power  and  patronage 
i    of  the  Government  would  be  used  to  corrupt  and  In  flu- 
:   ence  the  piiblic  opinion.     He  makes  this  member  of  the 
,   C9binet  to  say,  "  give  us  .but  patronage,  and  we  will  have 
,  power  !"     1  am  ignotunt,  if  such  a  sentiment  was  ever 
.   avowed.     In  the  paucity  of  the  grounds  of  crimination 
I   against  the  Administration,  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  avl- 
(,  dity  with  which  every  newspaper  rumour  is  embodied, 
^  and,  in  debate,  given  form  and  feature.     I  would  pro- 
I  test  against  giving  credit  to  every  newspaper  rumour. 
,  None  of  us  could  stand  such  an  ordeal.     Even  the  gen- 
tleman from    Pennsylvania,  notwithstanding  jiis  public 
I,  services,  might  be  weighed  dawn  by  irresponsible  ru- 
^  mors.     But  even  conoeding  that  the  imputed  boast  be 
^  true,  men  do  not  procLiim  their  crimes  on  the  house-top  j 
^  aspirmg  Ministers,  seeking  their  own  elevation,  do  not 
,  avow  that,  to  ensure  their  success,  they  will  corrupt  and 
destroy  the  Republic  by  an  improper  use  of  the  patro- 
'  »age  of  the  Government.      The   imputed  language  is 
equivocal.     Here,  again,  we  must  resort  to  the  intent— 
the  «io  oniTOo— of  the  Speaker.     Reason  says,  that,  if 
^  lie  dCMigned  injury,  he  would  not  vaunt  of  it.     Charity— 
J  *j*y9i   that  the  sentiment  intended  to  be  conveyed,  was, 
give  as  but  patronage,  and  we  will  so  use  it  as  to  con- 
vince our  People  that  it  is  used  for  the  public  good,  and 
u  l^i'**""  satisfying  them  of  the  purity  of*  our  motives, 
\ye  shall  acquire  power."     Political  hatred  will  give  ano- 
ther quo  animo,  no  matter  how  repugnant  to  the  uniform 
concealrtient    which  conspirators  against  their  country 
seek,  and  say  that  tlie  ssnUment  was  an  open  avowal  of 
'at  political  corruption  which  was  to  be  practised,  to 
[  ^"5"re  a  continuance  in  power. 


The  gentleman  from 
ed  the  Head  of  the  State 
his  Clerks.     He  tells  us 
A.  King^s  accounts ;  thu 
ted,  and  warned  of  the  < 
of  similar  disclosures  wot 
had  heard  so,  and  that  I 
true.     This  specification 
of  parly,  acts  meritoriou 
intr>  accusations  most  fou 
— upon  his  own  respona 
head  of  that  Departmen 
an  official  paper,  and  this 
that  Department,   for  m 
ed — and  this  violation  o 
he   who   did   it  is  praise 
right  has  a  clerk  to  act  w 
tion  of  the  chief  of  the  1 
til  us  to  act  in  one  case,  ht 
his  discretion  must  he  liis 
grading  lo  the  inteHigenc- 
to  attempt  to  expose  the  ft 
of  the  weak,  and  the  mc 
enumerations  which  hare 
Cabinet ;  they  alike  serve 
attack  and  the  impregfna 
where  reason  can  be  calle< 
the  facts,  and  this  clerk  is  | 
and  that  he  is  I  have  no  do 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania 
slightest  movements  of  the 
risian  police  officer  could  I 
nage"  of  his  Government,  ' 
he  did,  we  are  sure  that  ne 
would  have  concealed  it- 
does  it  establish.     Will  tl 
when  the  doors  of  honor  a 
open  to  them,  follow  it } 
wilt  so  act ;  I  do  not :  for  I  u 
as  one  great  attainment  soi 
public  "sentiment,  is  that 
stable." 

The  gentleman  says,  «'  thf 
are  easily  disceniable — tliat 
enemies  of  retrenchment  al 
of  the  per  diem  between  t 
the  officers,  and  that  thus,  c 
we  spare  them."    Is  it  true 
per  diem  ?    The  mover  of  i 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bv« 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rastdoi. 
diem,   and  advocated  the  r 
**quo  animo^**  with  which  th 
me  to  decide.     It  is  a  quest 
those  gentlemen  and  the  gei 
it  is  for  them  to  vindicate  th 
themselves  of  the  charge  of 
advocates  of  the  per  diem  rec 
the  motive^-the  gun  animo  ol 
exhibit  us  to  the  nation,  as  tl 
tuity  of  abuses,  if  any  exist  in 
put  at  ion,  tiowever,   is  negativ 
are  told  this  is  not  the  acccpt< 
must  wait  till  General  .Jacksoi 
accepted  time  ? — when  we  are 
is  charged  with  poison,  and  b 
that  it  cannot  survive  twenty 
of  our  constituents  is  'sinking  ii 
emmeiit ;  that  all  the  sufFcrin 
European  world  are  ihickcnini 
authors  of  these  painful  nntici 
not  the  accepteil  time.     Let  th 
shall  doubt  their  sincerity  or  tli 
actual  believers  in  these  foreb( 
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calamities.  The  dictates  of  patriotism  leqtiire  inycstiga- 
tion.  If  they  forbear  to  inTe9ti|;ate,  their  sincerity  may 
be  doubted.  We  must  wait  for  the  annunciation  ot  Gen. 
Jackson's  triumph  before  we  reinTigrorat^  the  Govern- 
ment, by  removing  the  causes  of  its  threatened  decay* 
But  suppose  that  annunciation  shall  never  come,  what  is 
to  be  done  Are  the  abuses  still  to  accumulate  ?  Is  it 
so  certain  that  his  elevation  will  come,  that  political  doc- 
tors (as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  been  styled  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia)  shall  not  administer  resto- 
ratives to  the  tottering  political  patient,  unless  he  shall 
see  and  superintend  the  prescription,  when,  more  especi- 
ally, the  imputed  distemper  requires  immediately  some 
wholesome  curative  ?  Indeed,  we  had  learned  that  the 
•«  combinations  for  mutual  interest*'  were  nearly  complet- 
ed ;  but  we  did  suppose  that  they  were  to  be  ratified  by 
the  People. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  "  you  cannot'  expect  the  pre- 
sent Meads  of  Bureaus  to  give  you  correct  information  ; 
that  you  cannot  expect,  from  our  natures,  that  we  will 
make  developments  restraining  our  patronage."  Be  it 
■o— it  is  still  no  reason  against  an  inquiry  ;  the  same  of- 
ficers will  be  continued  under  a  new.  Administration,  and 
then  they  will  be  influenced  by  the  same  lust  of  power 
or  patronage,  or  they  will  be  turned  out,  and  successors 
appointed,  who  are  to  learn  the  duties  of  their  office,  and 
therefore  not  as  capable  of  judging  as  the  present  incum- 
bents, and  liable  to  the  same  bias  of  love  of  patronage 
and  power.  But  General  Jackson  may  instruct  them  as 
to  the  requisite  number  of  officers  that  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. He  would  answer  you,  that,  '•retired  at  the 
Hermitage,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  I  could  karn 
any  thing  of  the  dull  routine  of  official  business ;  it  is  im- 
practicable for  me  to  communicate  any  information  \  go 
to  the  officers  appointed  by  me,  and  seek  from  them  in- 
formation." 1  hus  delay  will  then  give  you  incompetent 
officers,  liable  to  the  same  influences  which  control  tlte 
opinion  of  all  men  entrusted  with  power.  Therefore, 
this  is  the  accepted  time.  If  you  move  not  now  in  this 
inquiry,  it  will  be  said  that  you  excite  distrust  by  general 
denunciations,  and  when  called  upon  to  sustain-  them, 
you  retire  from  the  proffered,  the  courted  investiga- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IireHAX]  gives 
a  particular  direction  to  the  inquiry.  He  says  he  means 
not  to  *'  involve  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, yet  it  is  important  that  the  nation  shoidd  know 
what  sums  have  been  paid  from  the  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intercourse,  usually  denominated  tl^  secret 
service  fund."  It  is  important  that  the  People  should 
know  how  much  of  it  has  been  drawn.  The  objects  fur 
which  it  may  have  been  drawn,  from  the  very  genius 
of  the  Government,  and  the  policy  for  creating  tlie 
Aind,  can  never  be  known.  It  originated  under  the  first 
Administration  of  Washing^on»  and  has  continued  ever 
since.  It  is  essential  that  it  shall  continue,  in  peace,  as 
well  as  war.  It  is  necessary  to  procure  information  in- 
the  time  of  peace,  if  peace  is  to  be  interrupted — in  war, 
what  are  the  contemplated  movements  of  the  enemy. 
All  Governments  sanction  the  procurement  of  information 
by  the  emploj^ment  of  spies.  1  recollect  that,  in  another 
House  of  Legislation,  a  prominent  statesman  avowed  that 
he  had  advised  the  present  Secretary  of  War  to  use 
bribes  with  the  Chiefs  of  an  Indian  tribe,  to  procure  a  rat- 
ification of  a  treaty,  and  that  he  sustained  this  advice  by 
a  recurrence  to  the  settled  policy  of  all  Governments. 
The  Secretaiy  of  War,  however,  could  not  be  induced  to 
adopt  the  policy  recommended.  But,  independent  of 
these  considerations,  affecting  the  peaceful  relations  of 
nations,  there  are  commercial  considerations,  not  unfre- 
quently  demanding  accurate  information  for  the  Govern- 
ment, which  can  only  be  procured  through  secret  ave- 
nues, opened  by  the  Government's  addressing  itself  to 


the  interest  of  individuals.  Hence  Washington,  ueariy 
as  1794,  employed  a  portion  of  this  fund  { ind  hit  pnc- 
tice,  I  believe,  has  been  foltowed  by  Ihs  wcceaaon.  I 
unite  with  the  gentleman,  that  the  nation  ought  toknor 
what  sums  have  been  drawn,  and  by  vhom,  and  befon 
I  sit  down,  I  sltallmove  an  amendment,  eliciting  sucb  in- 
formation,  and  carrying  the  call  back  to  the  time  of  the 
creation  of  this  fund. 

The  gentleman  firom  Va.   [Mr,  IUxmub]  says  thai 
"  he  wSl  not  contribute'to  inflate  the  canvass  of  the  poe- 
tical ship,  as  long  as  an  improvident  Pilot  reiDaiRii(t)>« 
helm.    That  with  an  eye  directed  to  the  next  Prwdcu. 
tial  election,  he  will  forbear  doing  anv  thing  wUch  naj 
itijure  the  cause  of  (he  People,  and  tlnu  enable  tk 
present  incumbents  to  remain  in  office.'*  I  ^*  ^ 
his  meaning  of  this  metaphorical  bngua|e.  To  iw,  iw- 
ever  it  does  seem  to  imply,  that  no  measure  of  gmi 
national  interest  will  be  sanctioned  by  him,  H  it  niT 
give  popularity  to  the  Administration.   This  principle  of 
resisUnce  to  measures  of  Presidential  recommenAticJi. 
has  been  attributed  to  the  Opposition.    Those  pnn)  neEt 
individuals,  who  attempt  to  marshal  thepoi>iici»ti9><^ 
are  aware  that  the  members  of  a  Government  b«oK 
popukr,  as  they   contribute  to  the  present  or  m 
interests  of  the  nation,  or  as  they  add  to  its  pww^^ 
future  glory.     Hence  it  Itas  been  said,  that  the  0?p» 
tion  have  sought  to  arrest  all  measures  recoiniBefl«*''^ 
tliis  Cabinet.     To  this  cause,  and  to  this  cause  oi*,o» 
we  trace  the  undisguised  and  consistent  resistwa«  J* 
Opposition  to  the  great  interests  recommcnJed  feUV 
islative  approbation.     There  is  another  ca"sc  oJ  i» 
tancc.     Inall  local  divisions  ofparty,  there  are  tiBWir^ 
who  seek  to  side  with  the  strongest  party.    To  oi^^ 
the  Administration  in  Congress  in  a  minonty,  ^' 
duce  a  moral  influence  over  those  vacillating  m^ 
It  is,  therefore,  policy  to  wait  a  more  fr^^^'^^ie 
tnnity,  for  the  coming  of  a  more  accepW^  T^Zii 
consunomation  of  these  §^at  interests.    If  tlje  t^ 
the  honorable  gentlemasi's  metaphor  is  not  miK««<^, 
it  is  the  first  time  that  these  doctrines,  so  desWC^^ 
the  interest  of  this  People,  liave  been  openly  and  pa*^^ 
avowed.     It  is  for  the  nation  either  to  «njW» jir  i^| 
bate  them.     The  first  and  direct  fruits  of  such  »^^ 
has  been  the  immense  loss  wliich  ^*»«  »*"'*"  .i^fc,; 
in  the  refusal  to  change  a  portion  of  the  public  o»^  ^. 
a  stock  hearing  6  per  cent,  to  one  of  5  per  ecu 
these  objectors  to  this  transmutation,  ^*****'l^i^-bji 
vemmeia  for  a  want  of  economy  !  J  They,  *"*^  i;^ 
favoured  few  of  the  public  creditors  ^^^l^^ 
revenue,  invoke  the  indignation  cjf  the  ^?j^.^ 
their  rulers,  for  improvidence  !!    1  hop«»  >*'r:^. 


the  attention  of  this  People  will  now  ^^^^  jfjr, 
.  rect  estimate  of  the  prudence  of  the  rivtf  P*^jfe. 
am  for  this  inquiry  being  «i»«*ctcd .  to  one,  ^ 
The  reduction,  to  be  satisfiictory,  inu«  he  «r^ 
some  uniform  principle—uniformity  ^""'^^jjtlitrf* 
from  various  committees.  I  now  o»o'\*°*Jzltljfei 
olution  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  by  torn 
lowing  amendment :  ^^ 

"  Reaolvcd,  That  the  said  Committee  [Hayij^^j^ 

he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  «xp«"^'**,i,, ««» 
been  made  since  the  Ist  of  July,  1790,  iwin  iw  ^  ^ 
annual  appropriations  for  the  contingent  cxp^^^^ 
eign  intercourse,  and  which  may  be  *^**Jpj^  ^  s! 
surv,  without  specification  of  object :  and  *^  Jit.^ 
ments  which  have  been  made  from  the  prece  ^r^,, 

from  the  appropriations  annually  >'**^*^?'    j^,is«^ 
expense  of  missions  abroad,  and  which  h»v«  "^ 
in  the  usual  manner,  according  to  law.         rg-gtise^ 

This  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Blam  ss  »  "«" 
his  amendment.  .  .  jL-#n'«*^' 

Mr.  WICKUFFE  rose,  and  »'«J»  vfnrtccdpJ -^ 
repeated  in  this  House,  by  those  who  had  prcv- 
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<l«batey  that  M  was  not  their  intention  to  have  enga|fed 
tVie  discussion  of  this  resolution,  at  the  time  of  its  in- 
od  action,  that,  if  he  were  now  to  declare  his  original 
iHinclination  to  have  said  any  thing  upon  the  subject,  he 
lig^ht  claim  something  of  sincerity,  but  nothing  of  novel- 
--  In  the  remark.  The  character  of  this  debate,  said  Mr. 
V.  considered  in  reference  lo  the  subject,  is  unprece- 
iented.  Upon  a  proposition  of  inquiry  into  the  expcdi- 
ficy  of  retrenching  the  expenditures  of  Government,  if 
consistent  with  the  public  interest — an  inquiry  into  the 
propriety  and  practicability  of  a  more  efficient  applica- 
ion  of  the  funds  of  the  nation  to  the  discbarge  of  the 
public  debt,  we  have  permitted  ourselves  to  be  drawn 
nto  an  an£^  discussion  of  the  Presidential  election.  A 
liscussion,  embittered  by  party  feeling,  which  can  end 
in  nothing  but  the  extension  of  that  breach  which  now 
divides  the  members  of  this  House. 

1  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor  for  some 
time.     My  own  experience  convinces  me,  and  I  thinic 
that  of  ercry  member  ought  to  convince  him,  that  some- 
thing  useful  in  the  business  of  retrenchment  might  be 
done,    r  confess,  sir,  the  magnitude  of  the  task  has  here- 
tofore deterred  roe  from  movmg  the  investigation.     We 
all  agree  that  there  is,  or  rosy  be  a  necessity  for  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  which  slone  belongs  to  Congress* 
But,  "  who  shall  bell  the  cat?"  is  the  question.     Under 
take  it  who  will,  he  will  6nd  himself  surrounded  by  diffi- 
culties, and   assailed    by  the  leeches  of  the  Treasury. 
But,  sir  gentlefpen  on  the  side  of  the  Administration, 
upon  this  subject,  have  displayed  a  mofbki  sensibility. 
They  exclaim,  you  liave  atUcked  the  purity  of  the  Ad- 
ministration !     The  character  of  the  members  of  this  Ad- 
ministration  is  assailed  and  we  are  willing  that  you  shall 
push  this  investigation;  we  call  upon  you  to   specify 
your  charges:   we  are  wil]in|r  to  try  the  Administration. 
One  gentleman,  (Mr.  Doassx]  in  the  confidence  ^hich 
belongs  to  him,  of  which  I  do  not  complain,  exclaims, 
••  we  will  throw  Open  the  doors  of  our  prison  house,  and 
••invite  you  to  enter  and  investigate  itesecrets  j  and  ifihe 
«'  Administration  be  guilty,  punisli  them— if  innocent,  let 
"the  world  know  it,  that  they  may  receive  the  reward 
"  due  to  their  virtuous  actions.  ^'      Sir,  I  will  do  no 
such  thing.     I  plead  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tribu- 
nal. 

This  Administration  is  now  on  its  trial  before  the  Peo- 
ple.   I  will  do  nothing  to  deprive  them  of  the  exercise 
of  that  power,  which  of  right  belongs  to  them  ;  nor  do  I 
wish  to  do  any  thing  which  shall  prevent  a  fair,  candid, 
and  impartial  decision.     I  will  not  change  the  issue,  and 
stake  tlie  result  upon  the  fkie  of  an  inquiry  into  the  expe* 
dicncy  ot  reducing  the  expenditures  ot  this  Government, 
or  of  correcting  any  abuses  which  may  exist  in  the  dis- 
bursement  of  the  public  money.     There  are  more  im- 
portant Questions  involved  in  the  contest,  snd  I  will  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Uorsst]  that  ii  is  not 
a  contest  for  men  or  money  ;  h  is  a  contest  for  principle, 
for  liberty.    It  involves  one  of  the  dearest  rights  of  this 
People.    They  hsve  taken  the  subject  into  their  own 
hands,  and  if  this  House  would,  they  could  not  wrest  it 
from  them.    It  involves  no  less  a  matter,  than  an  alleged 
disregard  of  their  will  by  their  agents,  and  it  belongs  to 
them  to  right  themselves,  if  the  injury  has  been  inflict- 
ed.   Tell  me  not,  then,  there  is  no  principle  involved.    It 
is  a  contest  who  shall  govern— the  People  or  their  agents. 
Nothing  we  can  do  in  this  House,  upon  the  subject,  will 
prevent  a  decision  of  this  Presidential  election  by  the 
People.    We  can't  decide  it.     Mr.  Speaker,  we  will  not 
be  trusted  with  its  decision.    Whatever  I  may  say,  which 
will  have  reference  to  the  Presidential  election,  shall  be 
in  reply  to  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  gentlemen  in 
thisdebstc,  and  1  deeply  regret  that  I  feel  myself  com- 
pelled  to  do  that  much.    I  have  not  sought  or  provoked 
this  discussion. 


[Here,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  BASSETT,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  Mr.  WICKL1FFE 
yielded  the  floor,  and  the  House  adjourned,] 

Thvbssat,  Jawuamy  31,  1828. 
NEW  TARIFF. 
Mr.  MALLART,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufiu:- 
tures,  to  which  was  referred  sundry  memorials,  peti- 
tions, and  remonstrances,  in  relation  to  an  increase  of 
the  TariflT  of  Duties  on  Imports,  by  way  of  protection  to 
Home  Manufactures,  made  a  report  in  detail,  contain- 
ing the  examinations  made  by  the  Committee,  of  per- 
sons under  oath  ;  and  accompanied  by  **  a  bill  in  altera- 
tion of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports.'* 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
Mr.  MARTIN,  of  S.  C.  stated  that  the  Clerk  employ- 
ed by  the  Committee  to  take  down  the  testimony  was 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  papers  containing  it,  and 
more  competent  than  any  other  pesson  to  arrange  tliem. 
In  taking  the  testimony,  the  order  of  subjects  had  not 
been  observed — but  each  witness  wss  examined  on  all 
the  subjects  on  which  he  wss  called  to  answer,  and  the^ 
dismissed.  This  caused  the  testimony  to  be  deficient 
in  that  orderly  arrangement  which  was  desirable ;  and 
he  thought  the  information  would  be  presented  with 
greater  clearness,  if  the  testimony  should  be  classified 
the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  on  one  subject  being 
placed  together  and  then  that  rehting  to  another  subject. 
The  Clerk  had  been  instructed  by  the  Committee,  snd 
was  prepared  and  fully  competent  to  attend  to  the  duty 
of  such  collocation.  Mr.  Maetiit  concUded  by  moving 
that  the  testimony  be  printed  under  his  superinten- 
dence. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  objected  to  this  motion,  as  it  was  not 
in  order  to  alter  any  testimony  once  reported  to  the 
House  by  one  of  its  Committees. 

Mr.  MARTIN  asked  if  the  gentleman  could  posnbly 
suppose  he  wished  to  have  the  testimony  altered  / 

-Mr.  TAYLOR  disclaimed  any  such  meaning— all  he 
said  referred  to  interfering  with  the  order  or  arrange- 
ment of  the  testimony,  as  coming  from  the  Committee  to 
the  House. 

The  motion  was  negatived ;  and  it  was  ordered  that 
6000  copies  be  printed  of  the  bill,  report,  and  aH  the 
testimony. 

MILITIA  COURTS  MARTIAL. 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE  asked  the  consent  of  Uie  House, 
before  tsken  up  the  ^resolution  of  *Mr.    Chiltoh,    to 
permit  a    motion    for    disposing  of  tlie  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  respecting  the  Six  Militia- 
men— a.  motion  for  the  printing  of  which  communication 
had  yesterday  been  laid  upon  the  table. 
Leave  having  been  granted  by  tlie  House, 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  tha't  the  communication  and 
documents  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af« 
fairs,  snd  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOR9EY  wished  him  to  state  the  reason  of  refer- 
ring them  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
moved  a  division  of  the  motion. 

The  motion  having  been  divided,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  the  reference  to  the  Military  Committee, 

Mr.  tV^ICKLIf  F£  said,  that  his  conduct  in  relation  to 
these  papers  had  not  only  been  made  the  subject  of 
much  newspaper  comment,  but  had  been  greatly  mis- 
represented in  the  correspondence  of  some  of  those 
Washington  letter- writers,  whose  productions  src  sent 
abroad  ftom  this  place  unto  every  quarter  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  In  some  of  these  letters  he  bad  been  re- 
presented as  greatly  dreading  the  publication  of  these 
documents ;  and  even  here  he  had  been  so  far  misun- 
derstood (he  did  not  say  voluntarily)  by  the  Reporters  of 
two  psptrs,  (the  Intelligencer  and  the  Telegraph)  that 
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one  of  them  had  made  him  say,  that  the  publi<iation  of 
these  papers  would  he  attended  with  iiijiindus  cfTects  to 
the  individual  referred  to»  and  the  other  had  represented 
him  to  declare  that  "he  dreaded  the  effect  of  it."  Nei- 
ther of  these  reports  of  bis  language  was  correct.  _  He 
had»  since  yesterday,  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  documents,  and'he  could  frankly  state  that,  froni  the 
publication  of  them,  neither  Gen.  Jackson  nor  his  friends 
had  any  thing  to  fear. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  expressed  his  opinion  that  a  more 
appropriate  reference  of  this  communication  would  be, 
to  send  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  question  being  first  put  on  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive.    The  printing  was  then  ordered,  nem,  con, 

RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solutions of  Mr.  Cdiltok,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Blaks.  * 

Upon  again  taking  the  floor — 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  remarked  :  On  yesterday  [saidUe]  I 
endeavored,  in  the  remarks  which  t  made,  and  which  ha«l 
been  elicited  by  the  course  of  the  debate,  and  particular- 
ly by  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Dorskt]  and  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.. 
VahcsJ  to  distinguish  between  the  question  pending  be- 
ft}re  the  House  and  the  question  depending  before  the 
people.  I  endeavored  to  dii-cct  tlie  attention  »>f  the  House 
to  the  nature  of  the  inquiries  proposed  by  the  resolution  ; 
and,  if  possible,  to  ab^tract  it  from  other  topics  which  had 
been  dragged  into  the  discussion — with  what  effector  with 
what  motive,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  One  remark  might 
not  be  unprofitable.  On  my  way  to  tliis  place,  it  wa.s  my 
good  fortune  to  journey  with  a  distinguished  individual, 
a  friend  of  the  Administration,  wending  his  way  to  the 
Seat  of  Government  of  a  neighboring  State,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  those  Conventions  which  have  of  late  fulmi- 
nated their  anathemas  against  the  Military  Chieftain.  In 
the  course  of  our  converaation,  this  gentleman  seemed 
to  admit  that  the  "  Signs  of  the  times,"  as  manifested  by 
the  ballot  boxes,  were  adverse.  He  looked  to  the  events 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress  with  anxious  hope 
that  something  would  transpire,  on  the  part  of  the  friends 
of  Jsckson  and  Reform,  which  would  produce  a  reaction 
in  public  opinion.  I  will  not  say  that  such  a  desire  exists 
in  any  member  who  has  participated  in  this  debate.  If  a 
hope  any  where  exists,  that  the  friends  of  the  one  candi- 
date or  the  other  shall  do  wTong  to  the  People,  that  ad- 
vantage  may  arise  to  the  cause  of  either  candidate,  I  pray 
it  may  be  disappointed.  I  have  not  courted  this  discus- 
sion, neither  will  [  slirink  from  it.  If  those  who  differ 
from  me  in  opinion  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  pro- 
nounce eulogies  on  the  present  Administration,  Iwill 
not  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  or  leaven 
the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  which  they  enjoy.  But, 
sir,  if  tliey  pursue  the  policy  of  skilful  tactitians,  and 
carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  ttiey  must  not 
complain  if,  seduced  by  their  example,  I  (jlo  the  same. 
How  far  it  is  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  re- 
duce the  expenditures  of  Government  ?  whether  any  of 
the  offices  might  be  abolished,  or  the  salaries  lessened  ; 
I  am  not,  at  this  time,  prepared  to  .give  an  opinion 
satisfactory  to  myself.  When  the  investigation  takes  place 
under  the  resolutions,  we  will  have  &cts  and  data  upon 
which  to  make  up  our  jtidgments,  and  base  our  future 
legislation.  If  I  am  called  upon  now  to  form  an  opinion, 
compelled  by  the  reiterated  demands  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  to  specify  the  objects  to  which  I  would  ap- 
ply the  pnniitig  knife,  I  might  do  mySelf,  as  well  as  others, 
injustice. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  in  the  language  of  some 
gentlemen,  that  this  is  the  most  economical  Government 


upon  earth— tluit  there  is  no  ncceatlt/  forretrencl»ment!- 
that  there  have  been  no  abuses  in  any  Depa«iMrt.  1 
think  my  colleague,  whositsnearme,{Ur.  BiicK^EK]<ih| 
not  fairly  meet  the  views  of  the  mover  of  theserwoliiiions 
It  is  true,  that  gentleman,  when  called  upon  to  sptclf] 
the  offices  which  in  his  opinion  might  be al>oyted,&monj 
others^  referred  to  one  of  the  Auditor*— he  wjsuixkRto^i 
to  have  designated  the  Fifth  Auditor-an  officer  aJmi: 
ted  to  be  burthenea  with  duties.  Is  this  the  cue  «ii] 
«ome  othera  of  the  corps  >  Btit,  sayi  the  genllenua 
<<  to  use  a  WesTcrn  phrase,  to  take  the  scalp  of  in  AikI. 
tor  seemed  to  have  been  determined  upon."  Kw,  sir 
if  that  be  the  case,  and  one  has  to  lose  his  »calp,l  doiwl 
know  that  a  better  selection  could  be  made  than  Ui 
the  Fourth.  If  that  officer  cau  find  time  todiscbarjeiltti 
extra  official  duty  which  hasof  late  been  asagn^Jb.^ 
and  leisure  to  enlighten  the  public  with  csaj*  ib  tfie 
newspapers,  and  in  pamphlet  form,  such  m Jawoccn 
ascribed  to  him,  I  think  it  very  likely  his  official^ 
are  not  very  onerous.  Arc  gentlemen  prepared  to  aij 
there  are  no  expenditures—l  mean  such  as  ^^^l 
parent  sanction  of  Congress^which  might  not  l>crrt« 
ed  ?  Take  the  War  Department  for  exampte.  w- 
is  a  single  item  in  the  expenditures  in  the  a««j 
from  one  of  the  Bureas— the  Indian  Buff*"'?';  . 
ed-for  contingencies,  $93,000.  (I  ^P^J^.^v^iS 
lection  ;  a  reference  to  tlie  document  on  Ihc  lkj-^ 
will  correct  me  if  I  anv  wrong.)  What  hw  i>«»  ; 
this  monev?     Who  has  exnemledUf  »« 
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with  this  money  >    Who  has  expen< 
objects  has  it  been  iiacd  ?— Are  q"^^Jf^"* ''1!' ^j, 
vestigation.     I  have  heard  something  ofa  ^>^'^'r 
bassy  during  the  past  year,.   I  have  ^^^tLm 
fruitsof  this  mission,  insiweet,  loving,  and  kindJ)^. 
made  by  the  Minister  to  our  red  brethren  tf'^ 
est.    I  believe  the  public  would  like  to  kjjo*  »; . , 
swelled  an  item  in  the  accounts  to  ^5,000,  aboui  .-' 
have*Iately  read  something  in  the  n«^sP*P!'3;;,|is:.. 
like  to  know  the  pay   and  emoluments  of  tDB«^ 
Plenipotentiary.     Whether  he  received  or *».  ^ 
an  "outfit  ?"  We  have  heard  of  some  treaties  n»-' 
a  failure  to  make  othera,  all  underthchcadofci^  ; 
cies  in  the  Indian  Department.    We  must  stop  i^  i^ 
tice  of  making  Indian  treaties,  under  an  »'"P''^'^^^^^^ 
use  the  contingencies  of  the  Department.  1  w  V  ^^ , 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.   Dorset]  in  the  co"'*ffl.^A- 
marks,  incidentally  alluded  to  the  ''''**VAjCni 
ton,  concluded  by  the  Secretary  ^'^^"rtishoali'' 
Indians.     There  are  some  points  on  which  J »  ^^^ 
to  be  informed,  connected  with  that  t™"^^",,  V^/b- 
original  Treaty,  the  Creek  Indians  ceded  aii;^. 
within  the  limits  of  Geoi^ria,   and  also  relmq«^.^^,^f 
right  to  an  immense  terrritory  in  Ahibama— '     ^^^ 
United  States  were  to  pay  $400,000  in  ^^^K:^ 
Treaty  of .  Wasliington.  we  retroccde  all  the^  ^,\ 
Slate  of  Ahibama,  and  part  of  the  lands  m  ^^^{h, 
stipulate  to  pay  an  additional  sum,  »'>**"°"*^-'_Jit4tP<'' 
and  expenses,  of  near  T600,000.  W«  *"^  [;^!<[^doa^ 
to  appropriate  more  money,  fifly  or  sixty  tnoo^^^j,.., 
I  believe,  to  purchase  the  lands  within  the  "»  .  ^ 
gifc  This  may-all  be  right.  I  do  not  say  thai »  ?y.  ^ 
but,  sir,  I  have  been  informed  that  import?"*'"     :,i 
was  within  the  reach  ^of  the  treaty-making  r^^^;, 
this  case,  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  t**^  "^j^i^^H 
as  they  have  been  called,  were  instructed  to  trw^^^^ 
United  States— terms,  I  haxc  uuderst<»od,  ^"^'^.^fjj 
rantageous  to  the  United  States  than  those  ^"^  ^j^^ti 
the  treat).     I  do  not  know  the  nature  «■  <;V^^j^,.| 
information  ;  nor  do  1  believe  Congress  kne*  »     , 
treaty  was  ratified,  and   the  monc}r  aPP^P^^ijiirri 
raigfit  not  be  unworthy  our  notice,  if  *!f  ^lyDff'l 
lution,  to  look  into  another  branch  of' the         ^.| 
ment.     Not  with  a  view  to  detect  abuscs-no,  ^   ^ 
branch  alluded  to,  1  believe  justice  Is  doisc  " 
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States,  according  to  law  ;  and  the  remedy,  if  one  is  need- 
ed, beionp^s  to  the  legislation  of  this  House,  it  is  a  depart* 
ment  whose  principal  duties  are  those  of  disbursing  pub- 
lic money.  The  average  amount  of  its  disbursements  is 
about  ^0,000 — ^to  do  which  it  costs  this  Government  up- 
wards of  {^92,000.  I  do  not  charge  this  exclusively  to 
the  fault  of  this  or. any  other  Administration.  By  the  le- 
gislation of  the  first  session  of  last  Con^ss,  one  thing  I 
do  know,  that,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  War  Of- 
fice, we  passed  a  law,  by  which  the  expanses  of  this  brahch 
of  the  Department  was  greatly  enhanced.  I  think  this  ex- 
penditure could  undergo  a  little  prtjning,  without  injury 
to  the  public  service. 

On  the  subject  of  reducing  the  compensation  to  the 
membersof  Congress,  I  have  but  little  to  say.     If  you 
will  allow  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  encroach  upon  your  pre- 
rogatives, I   would  now  propound  the  question  to  the 
members  of  this  House.   All  who  are  serious  in  this  busi- 
ness, hold  up  your  right  hands ^    [Here  it  was  said  by 
some  one,  m  an  under  tone,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
hand  up.]    I  view  this  [said  Mr.  Wickltfvb]  as  all  talk. 
Whether  there  have  not  been  miscuiistructions,  if  not 
gross  abuses,  under  the  law  fixing  our   compensation, 
might  be  worthy  of  investiration.    Yes  Sir,  abuses  I  call 
them  arising  under  our  legislation,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  a  former  presiding  officer  of  this  House,  have  ta- 
ken place,  and  yet  we  are  told  they  have  not  existed 
any  where.     I  allude  to  the  accounts  of  a  former  member 
of  this  House,  as  settled  in  1823  and  1824.     That  gentle- 
man's accounts  had  been  settled  for  his  seVvices  for  se^'er- 
al  years.     He  claimed  compensation  for  1100  miles  tra- 
velling.   In  1823  and  1824,  although  the  space  between 
the  city  and  his  residence  had  not  mcreased,  yet,  by  the 
aid  of  **  constructive  journeys,"  the  addition  of  500  miles 
Ls  made  to  the  1100,  and  he  is  paid  by  the  then  presiding 
officer  of  this  House,  for  1,600  miles,  computing  the  dis- 
tance by  the  river  route,  and  is  permitted  to  draw  $1,800 
as  back  rations,  not  before  claimed.  This  may  be  a  sound 
construction  of  the  law.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  would  be 
Justified  in  giving  it  this  construction.      Whether  that 
construction  will  now  prevail,  depends  upon  you.  Sir. 
At  all  events,  I  am  willing  that  an  inquiry  shall  be  made 
upon  the  whole  subject.    If*  it  is  deemed  expedient  to 
lessen  the  compensation  of  the  members  of  Congress,  I 
win   not    be  deterred  from  doing   my  duty    on    other 
subjects,   for    the  little  injury  which  it  may  inflict  on 
me  personally.       I   can   vouch    that   coming   to    Cqn- 
'  ^ress   has   not  been   a    money-making    business    with 
me.     Upon  the  subject  of  the  printing  of  this  House,  I 
do  not  complain.     We  have  an  immense  quantity  done, 
and  it  is  well  done.  My  colleague  {Mr.  BvcKNxn]  is  cor- 
rect when  he  says,  that  the  time  to  check  this  abuse,  if 
it  be  one,  is  when  the  motion  for  printing  is  made.     We 
'  uliould  then  probably,  expend  as  much  upon  the  discus- 
'  si  on  of  the  motion,  as  the  printing  would  cost  the  Govern- 
:  mcnt.     We  print  mure  than  we  all  read,  and  more  tlnin  is 
useful.  We  have  lately  adopted  thepractice  of  printing  ex- 
:  tra  copies  for  the  benefit  of  home  consum]>tion.    1  allude 
particularly,  now,  sir,  to  those  numerous  splendid  surveys 
of  roads  and  canals,  which  answer  the  very  valuable  pur- 
pose for  "looking  glass  papers,"  and  play  .things  for  the 
t^hildren  of  our  constituents  at  home.  Printing  of  that  des- 
cription, and  the  Georgia  primmer,  which  has  been  so  uni> 
versally  read  by  nobody,  has  cost  this  Government  upwards 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  since  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
If  I   were  to  descend  into  particulars.  Sir,  1  should  be 
mucli  more  tedious  than  the  exhausted  patience  of  th'ts 
House  would  justify.  1  have  been  led  into  the  detail,  in 
obedience  to  the  repealed  calls  fi-om  our  opponents  in  this 
House. 

The  sound  and  economical  administration  of  the  afraira 
of  this  Government  has  been  the  theme  of  eulogium 
by  cvor^  one  who  has  addrc^cd  us  on  the  other  side  of 


the  House.    How 
turning  our  attentio  i 

their  propriety  by  th  i 

ion,  that,  in  some  in  i 

ed  by  the  •«  strictes  i 

better  than  two  year, 
about 

Sending  cards  tc  i 

For  returning  no 
gress  of  Tacubaya,  8 

By  the  report  from         i 
and  what  I  have  learr 
thereabotits,  has  been 
''persons  other  than  c         i 
vices  rendered.    Thij 
gp-eatlv  to  exceed  tin 
Why  18  this  ^    Have  y        • 
lie  business  ?     Are  tl         < 
case,  appoint  others; 
the  Congress  of  the  \ 
and  fix  the  compensati 
estimates  for  the  Dep        i 
patronage  has  been  dr 
ministration.    The  am 
may  perform  its  office.        i 
expended  for  distribut 
fore,  the  acts  of  Cong 
without  expense  to  the       i 
1  do  not  know.     I  have 
eye  over  the  names  of 
this  portion  of  the  patr       | 

fentleman  who  was  c      j 
now  not,  with  being  t      ! 
quarters,  relating  to  th 
the  United  States.     1  a 
stance  upon  the  introd 
ry  to  the  Committee  on 
to  shew  what  perhaps 
that  there  does  exist  in 
ry   Government,  a  disp 
and  extend  its  power. 
000,  at  the  last  session  ^     I 
g^tion  of  the  Ohio  rive      ' 
ready  two  supcrintendei 
ver,  under  pay,  skilful  a 
tion  manufactured  a  new 
lars  per  day  attached  to  i 
sylvania,  of  high  standini 
ence)  was  appointed.     1    : 
competent — 1  know  he  ci    i 
dy  in  the  employment  of  i    i 
done  I  know  not,  except    I 
sury  Department  informs    i 
ney  has  gone  out  of  tlie  T    : 
things,  Mr.  Speaker,  witl   i 
league  hud  probable  cans 
quiry.     They  may  be  al 
fullest  ext^lanation. 

A  gentleman  from  Penr  ; 
course  of  the  remarks  wit  i 
inquires  ver>*  cmpliaticallj  , 
session  is  half  gone,  and  m  i 
Tfiis  statement  is  to  go  fo  I 
have  been  idle  and  inatte  i 
answer  ;  if  it  were  con  fin  : 
be  sufiictent ;  and  that  is. 
hearing  this  session,  the  se : 
views  upon  the  intert-stini; 
connected  with  the  still  mi  i 
Canab.  But,  sir,  I  have  it 
the  public,  and  it  is,  that  ; 
nearly  twice  as  much  as  w* 
fii-st  session  of  the  last  Coi 
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My  colkacue  [Mr.  Clakk]  called  the  Attention  of  the 
Hoiiae,  to  what  he  was  pleated  to  term  the  immenae  loas 
the  nation  auataUied  by  the  fiiilure  of  the  ttoek  bill  in  the 
Senate,  last  year.  What  haa  thia  to  do  with  the  aubject  of 
rettenehment^  Nothing.  That  bill,  which  propoaed  an  ex- 
change of  aix  for  five  per  cent,  atock,  feiled.  aa  many  others 
do  at  every  leaaiont  for  the  want  of  time  to  act  upon  it .  How 
lar  it  would  have  been  aucceaafiil,  might  be  determined 
by  the  fiuhire  to  make  a  bimilar  exchange  of  six  per  cent. 
for  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  ahortneaa  of  the  period 
at  which  the  new  atock  waa  made  redeemable,  did  not 
invite  the  cupidity  of  atock*jobberB--of  course,  tlie  loss 
to  the  nation  ia  altogether  uncertain.  Its  failure  waM  un- 
justly charged,  at  the  last  sesnon,  to  the  **&ctioua  Oppo- 
aition.*'  I  hope  it  ia  not  wished  to  debit  their  account 
next  Summer,  with  the  same  item. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Bucxvan]  doea  not  more  deeply  de- 
plore the  course  of  crimination  and  recrimination  which  has 
marked  thia  debate,  than  I  do.  With  him  I  regret  the  intro- 
duction of  anv  topic  which  is,  in  its  connexion  with  the 
Presidential  election,  calculated  to  interrupt  the  ordinary 
course  of  public  business.  I  mig:ht  aak  him.  Who  called 
forth  the  ghosts  of  the  six  militiamen  ^  For  what  pur- 
poae  were  we  troubled  with  that  subject  ?  Is  there  any 
member  who  wishes  me  to  answer  these  questions  } 

The  eentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Fu»td]  and  my  col- 
league [Mr.  BocKiTKa]  have  introduced,  in  this  debate, 
the  dress  which  haa  been  preacribed  for  our  foreign  Minis 
ters.  I  do  not  notice  it  for  any  other  purpoae  tliao  to  en- 
ter my  unaualified  dissent  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
latter  gentleman— that  the  dress  prescribed  is  within  the 
limits  of  republican  simplicity.  Wliat  is  this  truly  repub- 
lican dress  r  A  coat,  covered  with  lacer  costing  about 
750  doUars  (  a  cocked  hat,  and  white  feathers.  Ia  this 
the  emblem  of  our  republican  aimplicity  (  •  It  resembles 
more  the  miserable  apings  of  royalty. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.-  Rahholpb]  to  lay  the  reaolution  on  the  table«  I  do 
not  think  the  reaaona  offered,  or  that  gentleman  himself, 
have  been  fairly  treated,  in  his  absence  fiom  this  House, 
occasioned  by  sickness.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  vindi- 
cate him.  He  needs  not  my  vindication.  One  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vahcb]  was  pleased  to  present  him 
to  the  American  People  to  uae  hia  own  language,  as, 
'•the  leader  of  the  Jackson  party."  After  a  night's 
laborious  search  for  scraps  and  ahreds  of  speeches,  said 
to  have  been  made  by  him,  he  has  spread  them  before 
us  in  bold  relief.  Why  is  this  done  ?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman believe  the  American  People  are  so  credulous  as 
to  believe  that  the  political  opinions  of  any  one  man, 
however  distinguished,  which  he  may  select,  as  at  war 
with  the  feelings  of  the  West,  are  the  opinions  of  what 
he  has  been  pleased  to  call  the  Jackson  party  ?  I  pro 
test  against  the  gentleman's  right  to  make  up  fur  Mr. 
Adams  and  Gen.  Jackson  an  isaue  upon  the  correctnesa 
or  incorrectness  of  the  opinion  of  any  oiher  politician. 
Let  me  tell  thac  gentleman,  that  the  Jackson  party,  ag 
he  has  been  pleased  to  call  it,  has  no  leader.  Tiie  People 
lead  in  his  cause.  They  will  no  longer  trust  this  all-im- 
portant subject  of  choosing  a  Chief  Magistrate  in  the 
keeping  of  your  politicians.  They  feel  as  though  they 
had  been  wronged,  and  they  intend  to  riglu  themselves. 
The  member  from  Ohio  haa  told  us  that  the  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Rax  dolfh]  if  this  Administration  falls,  deaerves  more 
credit  for  its  downfall  than  any  other  three  men  in  the  na- 
tion :  and,  sir,  he  has  honored  him  with  the  title  of  Re- 
cruiting Sergeant  of  the  Jackson  party. 

[Mr.  VANCE  rose  to  explain.  He  had  confessed,  Mr. 
V.  said,  that  that  was  a  hasty  expression,  and  had  taken 
it  back  as  such,  upon  the  call  of  the  Speaker.] 

Mr.  WICKUPF£  resumed  :  I  recollect  vm  well  that 
the  gentleman  said  he  took  back  his  words  ;  that  did  not 
remove  the  impressioi;  which  it  waa  calculated  to  make 


here  and  elaewhere.  But,  air,  in  the  opiniaB  of  the  ges^ 
tieman,  the  member  from  Virginia  is  viewed,  and  fasa 
been  viewed,  by  others  who  act  in  oppooitioii,  aa  naiih 
contributing  to  the  downfall  of  the  bc^>ea  of  this  Xdaia> 
iatration .  Thia  may  account  for  the  reason  vhj  auch  po*. 
erful  efTorta  have  been,  made,  first,  to  destroy  him  phja^ 
cally,  and  next,  politically.  Of  thia  I  will  say  no  nMsc 
He  who  haa  witltstood  the  fire  of  the  Commander^n-^^eei, 
is  in  no.danger  from  the  light  troopa. 

One  more  remark  in  answer  to  my  colleaigue,  [W. 
BucKVKV.]    He  did  not,  in  ao  many  worda,  ssr,  bat  hs 
meant  to  say,  that,  if  ever  General  Jackson  Aaaid  be  eied- 
ed  Preaident,  (which  he  moat  fervently  piajed  to  Gid 
might  never  happen,  1  he  did  not  wish  to  be  here.     He 
had  made  up  his  mind  to  retire.     He  did  not  viifc  to  wit- 
neaa  the  long  fkcea  which  would  present  fhenHclrcs  in 
this  Hall.     What  ia  it  that  the  gentlenaan  ao  oneh dreads^ 
1  can  aasure  him  he  will  not  find  a  worse  pilot' ai  the  helm 
of  State  than  we  now  have.  I  hope  we  shall  m*  hsr^  worse 
timea.  If  my  friend's  fears  are  of  a  peisonal  character,  aad  I 
do  not  think  he  can  entertain  auch,  I  can  oi^y  offer  t£' 
him  the  aame  conaolation  which  the  Highlander  gare  tbs 
affrighted  American  prisoners,  during-  the  BevohitioatfT 
contest,  when  asked  to  tell  them   what   wouVi  be  the* 
fate  if  the  United  SUtes  failed  \n  the  strugi^e.  '*  I  csssi 
tell  ye  man,  his  majesty  ia  a  mercHul  iRan»  he  will  xk 
hang  lower  down  than   Colonela,   and   a  few  atrodsa 
characters.''    The  questions  of  internal  improvemestiad 
domestic  manufiictures  have  been  alluded  to  by  a^  co^ 
league,  and  a  prediction  of  .their  down&ll  is  preset  to 
our  minds  if  ever  Gen.  Jackson  ahall  be  caU^  to  ptcsdg 
over  the  deatinies  of  this  Repul>lic.     Efforts  have  bea 
made  elsewhere  to  produce  the  impression  that  it  is  U£ 
object  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  all  who  support  hia,  tp  h- 
stroy  and  break  down  the  great  interests  of  the  coBi>3^ 
Thia  I  pronounce  a  libel  upon  the  whole  coune  d  fas 
public  life,  and  the  opinions  of  his  friends.     It  woeU  be 
strange,  indeed,  if,  among  the  numerous  adTocates  I?  faa 
election,  there  should  not  exist  a  difference  of  opk'm 
upon  the  subjects  alluded  to.     Are  all  who  are  food  a 
the  Administration  rur.ks,  of  the  true  faith»  accordie^^ 
the  standard  of  the  American  system  ?     The  Jooritth  ^ 
Congress  furnish  us  with  the  best  evidences  of  the  polSt* 
cal  opiniona  of  tlie  two  candidatea  upon  these  queaboa, 
and  to  them  I  ap})eal.    He  who  has  maintained  the  '» 
nor  and  glory  of  his  country  in  timea  of  her  greatest  pai^ 
will  not  abandon  her  interests  in  times  of  peace.    Vm 
tkmt  patriotism  which  gave  life  and  energy  and  confideace 
to^a  few  raw  and  undisciplined  militia,  and  led  thes  ta 
victory  and  to  glory,  will  direct  the  ener^es  of  this  niioa 
to  the  happiest  results.     The  fate  of  these  measures  de- 
pends more  upon  the  good  sense  and  sound  discretioe  «fks 
advocates,  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  tlian  upon  llieiDdir- 
dual  opinions  of  any  Executive.     I  refer  to  tbe  two  last 
Administrations,  I  mi^ht  say  the  three  last.    Were  not 
the  opinions,  entertained  by  the  two  gentlemen  «ho\asi 
presided  orer  the  destinies  of  this  country,  adverse  to  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  by  ^e 
General  Government,  and  hostile  to  Uie  tariff  ?    Yc\  ifee 
Uepresentatives  of  the  People,  whose  buaincssa  it  is  w 
dispose  of  these  questions  at  all  times,  pursued  thit 
eourse  which  sound  policy,  in  their  juds^ments,  dictated. 
I  will  tell  my  colleague  how  these  great  interests  may  be 
destroyed— by  too  frequent  legislation,  by  a  partial  le- 
gislation upon  them.      They  may  be  endangered  when 
demagogues  seize  upon  them  as  a  stalkinjc  burse   to  ride 
into  power.     My  colleague,  in  a  spirit  of  exultation,  ad- 
monishes the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the  Ancient 
Dominion  is  going  for  the  Administration,  and  he  will  find 
himself  in  a  minority  in  his  own  State.       I  entreat  my 
friend  not  to  lay  that  ••  flattering  unction  to  Im  soul." 
If  it  should  happen,   wliat  then  ?    The  Administration 
must,  according  to  their  own  rule,  change  iu  policy. 
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From  some  examples  already  furiiiahed  us,  this. would 
not  be  dH!icuit  to  do,  if  it  ^ere  nece«ary  to  success. 

'I'lie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vavos]  iold  us  **  tliat 
t)»e  Administration  party  in  this  House  had  been  proscrib* 
ed."    Proscribed  by  whom,  sir  f    By  the  presiding^  of- 
ficer of  this  House  r    O  no,  sir«  the  gentleman  acquits 
you.    Yet  he  will  have  it  they  are  proscribed  and  unable 
to  move.     If  any  thing  like  proscription  is  known  or  felt 
by  that  gentleman,  it  must  be  a  proscription  by  the  Peo- 
ple.   The  Darticular  organization  of  •tne  Committees  of 
this  House  nas  caused  the  gentleman  pain,  aod  we  have 
witnessed,  ia  the  fullness  of  his  ^flFenngs,  the  deep  and' 
lasting  injury  inflicted  upon  the  nation,  by  an  injudicious 
selection  of  your  committees.     His  principal  and  melan- 
choly affliction,  is  mainly  occasionea  by  the  selection  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.     That  committee,  says 
the  gentlemant  furnishes  evidence  of  personal,  political, 
and  sectional  proscription.     I  us^the  remarks  of  the  gen* 
tleman  as  near  as  I  can  remember  them.     A  just  tribute 
is  paid  by  tlie  gentleman  to  the  head  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee.     That  committee  has  undergone  some  few 
changes  in  its  members,  not  for  the  wone  I  hope.     His 
remarks,  he  telU  us,  are  not  personal  toward  the  Speaker 
of  this  House.    He  admits  the  selection  of  the  Chairman 
b  such  an  one  as  he  would  have  made  {  the  gentleman 
must  have  some  cause  of  complaint  as  to  the  other  mem- 
bers  of  the  committee.    I  am  not  disposed  to  complain, 
myself,  of  the  gentleman's  particular  allusion  to  the  mem- 
bers  of  that  committee.    1  believe  they  are  competent, 
'    and  will  discharge  their  duty.    There  Imve  been  some 
^    changes  in  all  the  committees,  from  what  they  were  last 
'    year,  snd,  among  others,  the  gentlenoan  himself  has  been 
'    reduced  to  the  ranks.  If  it  will  console  him,  I  promise,  the 
f  first  moment  I  can,  to  move,  that  he  be  made  Chairman  of 
I   the  Military  Committee  by  brevet  rank.    It  may  advance 
*  the  publio  interest,  which  is  committed  to  the  charge  of 
I   that  committee. 

f.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  entered  into  the  defence 
fi  of  Mr.  Adams's  votes,  as  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
;  upon  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  It  is  difficult  to  per- 
^  ceive  the  connexion  between  this  and  the  subject  under 
,.  discussion.  He  has,  however,  disclosed  to  the  American 
'  People,  that  which  was  not  known  to  them  before,  when 
[.  he  tells  uj^  '*that  Mr.  Adams's  opinions  upon  that  subject, 
'.  were  the  same  as  Mr.  Jefferson's."  He  says  they  were 
'',  mere  constitutional  scruples.  I  do  not  admit  the  correct- 
'  ness  of  the  gentleman's  premises  or  his  conclusions.  I 
will  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional 
^  power  of  the  United  States,  to  acquire  territory  and  to 
*;  gt»vern  it«  Nor  will  I  now  ytop  to  inquire,  wiietlier  Mr. 
'"  Adams  niiglit  not  have  been  influenced  by  other,  and 
^  very  diflereut  reasons,  than  those  which  have  been  ss- 
sig-ned  for  him.  One  tiling  I  will  say,  that  he  and 
'  Mr.  Jeflcrsoiji  then  entertained  ver^  different  political 
'opinions. 

LHr-  BRENT  rose,  and  requested  that  Mr.  Wickliffb 
■  would  give  wsy,  that  he  mip^ht  correct  a  mistake,  under 
'Which  he,  Mr.  WiCKurrs,  in  tite  opinion  of  Mr.  BaasT, 
labored.     Mr.  Wick  una  yielded  the  floor. 

>tr«  BRENT  observed,  that  he  thanked  the  gentleman 
for  yielding  the ^Qor,  and  affording  him  an  opportunity 
to  p\it  him  right  in  a  matter-of-fact,  which  he  was  sure 
the  gentleman  had  not  intentionally  stated  incorrectly. 
It  is  a  fact,  said  Mr.  B.  that  Mr.  Adams  did  vote  for  the 
acquintioQ  of  Louisiana ;  and  he  made  a  very  able  and 
very  eloquent  speech  upon  the  subject,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  B.  wss  about  to  continue  his  re- 
marks, whea  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  rose  and  said,  the  gen- 
tleman must  excuse  him  If  he  denied  liis  right,  on  the 
present  occasion,  to  weld  a  speech  upon  him.] 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  resumed.    I  did  not,  said  Mr.  W., 
introduce  this  topic  into  {be  debate,  nor  am  I  much  be- 
nefitted oy  the  information  vbicli  the  gentleman  has  given 
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me.  I  c<mfcss  it  is 
the  American  Peopl 
low  me  to  correct  h 
etl  by  him,  innocent  i 

Adams  did  not  vote 
had  not  taken  his  se 
ratifled.     Th^  vote  i  < 

man,  was  upon  the  o\  i 

in  part,  the  funds  to 
The  political  school  i 

held,  if  they  do  not  r  i 

after  the  President  ai  i 

had  concluded  a  tres 
supplies.     Mr.  Adan  i 

tlie  Territory.  He  \ 
the  United  States  ovc 
Territory  was  taken  I 

States,  and  our  laws 
ed  }    A  portion  of  ou;         i 
under  the  authority  oi 
of  the  country.  They         ! 
of  the  President  of  tbi 
were  rendered,  Congi        i 
ney  to  pay  them.  Mr. 
there  any  constitution        • 
bill?    If  this  subject 
should  not  have  touch 
ate  will  bear  me  out         1 
more. 

The  gentleman  from 
a  copious  extract  of  a  i< 
by  the  member  from  V 
Crawford  is  introduced 
font  has^  on  this  0|ccasic 
tribute  of  respect  justly 
tnes.    The  member  fro 
trated,  destroyed,  physi 
persecution  of  his  enemi 
tally  prostrated,  says  the 
stniction  of  the  mind  of 
by  the  gentleman  from 
triot  and  statesman  has 
faror  of  the  election  of  t 
[Mr.  VANCB  desired 
such  a  thought  was  the  i 
knew  not  the  present  opi 
he  know  for  whom  he  int 
heard  something  nimoret 
fere  lice  to  jf.  was  most  dii     I 
dressed  the  House.] 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  con  i 
the  persecution  of  Mr.  Ci  i 
quire.  I  have  .by  mc  the  | 
thought  then,  and  who  thi  ! 
her  from  Ohio,  on  the  Pre  i 
will  presently  favor  the  g  i 
as  much  as  it  is  worth. 

One  other  remark  of  th 
notice.     He  says  neither  < 
selves  to  be  tlie  republican  i 
cular  name  the  gentleman 
party  by,  is  no  concemme 
that  the  character  of  a  shi 
which  hang  at  the  mast  he  ( 
her  papers  and  crew,  espe<  i 
upon  the  gentleman's  own  i 
facts  and  evidences  to  detei  i 
command^,  and  those  on  b  : 
standing,  late  a  Senator  ol 
citizen  of  Massachusetts,  in 
quainted  with  the  political  i 

•Hon.  Joha  Uolmeiy  ofMiiae. 
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trate,  now  liis  warm  ami  zealous  nppoiter,  has  given  to 
the  workl  his  opinions  upon  the  subject  i  hear  hiiiiy  in 
his  own  hngtiage.  Of  the  elder  Mr.  Adam^  he  nys  : 
*niieo]d  gentleman  possessed  very  aristocratic  feelinffs. 
He  was  in  bvor  of  takmg  all  Executive  power  from  the 
Senate,  and  vesting  it  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Tlie  son  was  bom  and  nurtured  in  these  feelings, 
received  his  early  impressions  of  men  and  things  at  the 
Courts  of  European  monarchs,  at  an  affe  when  his  mind 
and  lieart  naturally  conscious  of  high  descent,  were  east* 
ly  captivated  with  the  splendor  of  royalty.  He  brought 
home  tliese  feefin^  and  he  has  canned  them  so  fiir 
through  life  with  him,  iie  can't  divest  himself  of  them  « 
and  he  appears  awkward  when  he  attempts  it.  He  is  na- 
turally and  habitually  an  aristocrat.  Mr.  Adams  was  the 
advocate  of  his  fkther's  alien  and  sedition  laws,  his  direct 
taxeSk  his  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  his  extravagant 
expenditures,  his  useless  multiplication  of  officers,  his 
sixteen  midnight  judges.  He'  was  the  reviler  of  Jeffer- 
son, the  &ther  of  the  repubFican  party,  and  of  all  his  wor- 
thy and  venerated  compeers.  He  made  a  scandalous  song 
about  him,  at  a  time  when  he  was  doing  more  lor  the  Na« 
tion  than  any  other  man.  He  acted  with  the  federalpar^ 
ty,  until  he  found,  in  the  language  of  bis&ther,  that  they 
were  <'at  the  bottom  of  the  hill"  The  whole  finmily, 
then,  simultaneously,  put  round,  or  pretended  to  put 
round,  and  act  with  the  republican  party." 

Again,  he  says  of  Mr.  Adams  : 

**  He  has  courted  the  federal  party  too  much.  His  own 
friends  and  his  father's  friends  are  to  be  found  among 
them.  There  is  his  first  love,  there  are  his  warmest  at- 
tachments. Rufus  King  heads  the  catalogue  of  his  friends, 
andH.  Q.  Otis,  and  other  authors  of  the  HaHfbrd  Conven- 
tion, are  on  our  list.  Hie  Editor  of  the  Boston  Centinel 
is  made  a  printer  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  by  his 
influence,  against  the  remonstrances  of  the  republiean 
members  of  Congress  from  Massacbusetts.^ 


mont  Legislature,  in  siip(»ort  of  the  AdmtRiatnt'um ;  lod 
Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Goddard  were  choaen  inembcnor  ibe 
llarrisburg  Convention.  If  all  the  Huttord  CoQTeniioi 
men  should  withdraw  their  support  fi-ooi  Mr.  Adiira,b» 
re-election  woirid  be  desperate.  The  coantry  vai  in 
danger  of  being  overrun  by  the  enemy,  tiD;the  Htrtfan) 
Convention  nnen  came  forward  to  its  defence;  ind  if  the 
Hartford  Convention  men  withhold  tbdr  aipport,  Ibe 
cause  of  Mr.  Adams  is  lost.'*- 

The  Essex  Register,  a  kindred  print,  tayi  i 

"  We  would  sooner  trust  any  meinbw  of  lh«  Hatferi 
Convention  in  office,  than  Levi  Woodbury,  or  ImcHiH, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  three  letdinj  V^rmd 
Maine,  who  are  fulminating  their  tnatheiBas  is^w 
Hartford  Convention."    •    •    * 

Again: 
I  *<  We  ask  the  aid  of  no  man  who  wcwewtviinfto 
consider  o«ir  equal,  and  on  as  to  groond  ta  wndf* 
I  •  •  •  Tbb  yielding  to  the  current  prejudice,  ibAwbpR 
the  hue  and  cry  against  those  whose  aid  ve  ne€d,ttBKi> 
ble  policy.  The  Hartford  Conventionisti  ire«dtobe«i 
fiivor  of  Mr.  Adams  {  and  so  are  sH  the  lenfing  f^ 
ists  of  New  EngUnd,  except  some  ffew  whonwer  fetyi« 
an  offence."  . 

I  will  not  give  utterance  ta  my  feelingSt  wcfc  w 
meeting  of  that  Convention  gave  birth  to.  I  nww  »■* 
of  it  but  with  horror.  The  leaden  of  thst  0»«n2 
cowered  under  the  triumph  of  their  countiy,  and  iew» 
sickened  at  its  glory.  I  rejoice  that  they  «t  if^^ 
It  increases  the  confidence  1  have  ia  ihejwbce«w 
cause.  ,     j4- 

With  one  more  remark,  I  shall  take  my  le^ J* 
gentleman  from  Ohio-     He  was  ^H^^^^^^j^ 


*«He  has  taken  an  important  portion  of  the  printing  of 
tfie  United  States  from  the  National  Intelligencer,  a  pa- 
per which  has  the  most  extensive  cireulatiun  of  any  one 
in  the  Union,  because  it  supports  Mr.  Crawford  for  the 
Presidency,  and  has  given  it  to  the  National  Journal,  of 
very  limited  circulation,  because  if  supports  Vim." 

What  says  the  same  gentleman  upon  the  subject  of  the 
persecution  of  Mr.  Crawford,  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  t 

"He  [Mr.  Adams]  has  attempted  to  sustain  the  infa- 
mous —  ■  ■  ,  in  his  dastardly  attack  upon  |lr.  Craw- 
ford, in  defiance  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  People  of  this 
nation  f  and  by  some  it  is  believed,  that  — <—  was  cmly 
the  Punch  of  the  puppet  show,  who  spoke  as  he  was 
ptompted  by  the  chif;f  juggtera  behind  the.scene." 

Now,  sir,  let  us,  hi  order  Hie  better  to  determine  the 
national  character  of  this  vessel,  turn  our  attention  to  the 
crew.  Here  again  I  must  draw  to  my  aid  the  testimony 
of  gentlemen  on  the  same  side,  acting  and  caH>perating 
with  the  f^entlemaii  from  Oliio.  Its  competency  or  cre- 
dibility will  liot  be  disputed.  I  extract  it  as  Uie  opinion 
of  the  Editor  of  the  Salem  (Mass.)  Gazette,  whose  de- 
votion and  zeal  in  support  of  the.re^lection  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams,  none  will  question.  To  use  a  very  common  phrase, 
it  is  from  high  authority,  and  an  undoubted  source.  I 
give  you  his.  words,  when  speaking  of  the  Hartford 
Convenfion  t 

**  It  is  believed  [says  the  Gascette]  that  everv  member 
of  that  Convention,  now  living,  is  a  friend  to  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams.  At^Ue  time  of  his  election,  one  of 
them  (Hon.  Mr.  Longfellow)  was  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  gave  his  vote  for  Mr.  Adams.  I'hc  Hon.  Mr.  Olcott, 
another  member,  voted,  in  llie  NcW  Hampsliire  Legbla- 
ttve  Caucus,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams  :  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall, 
Mother  member,  ktely  diatingukshed  himself  in.ilie  Vtr^ 


or  ine  uniiea  Biaies :  "  men,  "^^^tT^  j,,u«l 
have  the  glorious  privilege  of  driving  «»»<W£Vj;  i^ 
up  to  the  hub,  huzxaing  for  the  Soulkem  V*^'' 
roads,  no  canals,  no  UriflF :  the  Richmond  P»rtyi  •»*: 
eral  Jackson  forever.'*  I  believe  1  quote  IMP 
man's  own  words.  Ltt  me  say  to  bin,  ttet,  swej^ 
and  his  party  triumpln,  then  indeed  n»y  mJ^. 
"  we  have  triumphed  over  the  spirit  of  the  CoftstjJ^ 
by  power  and  patronstge  we  have  msdc  ^^J^. 
puhir;  we  have  converted  a  minority  into  »  "^^ 
huzza  for  •  light  houses  of  the  skies,'  natiw*^  "TJ 
ties »  the  Reprenentative  is  no  longer  ps»«i  JJ  . 
of  his  constituents— we  have  established  the  wk" 
precedents."  r  -.«*rti{S» 

This  leads  me,  sir,  to  the  fcfiection  «  P»,^J 
nected  with  the  gentleman's  effort  to  «  <»  cwj^ 
inconsistency  upon  others.  I  do  not  say  "gj^ 
is  obnoxious  to  the  char^.  I  was  »"^f*^f<!e 
impressed,  with  the  s^nd  political  pn>^T^*^Q( 
embodied  in  the  address  of  a  meeting  <^^  IrTTtiA 
the  Secretory  of  State,  at  Columbiis,  in  ^'J'  c^tes 
tliat  gentleman  [Mr.  Vavcb]  presided,  f^  ^^i 
been  presented  to  the  world  under  the  ^V^r^  TV 
his  name.  It  connects  itself  with  tirn  ^fJ^^-ce 
House,  I  hope,  will  permit  me  to  read  »  kh  r^ 
from  this  document.  ^^ig 

'•Were  Mr.  Ghiy  withdrawn,  the  ««"^*?^°^  :r. 
tion  by  Electors,  would,  most  probably  be  **,7L|;.:.- 
if  it  were  not,  it  would  place  in  the  F:<?«**P^I^,)^i'S 
of  the  present  Cabinet— an  event,  which  *  **.  jj:? 
object  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay  to  prevent  ?  n^.,j 
ference  to  the  men,  but  to  the  priiKiiple.  ^  \ 
strong  persuasion  that  the  public  good,  *nu  «  ^^i 
for  a  fair  operation  of  the  Kepublican  n»*»"?y  pe(^ 
in  oflice,'  required  that  the  ncXt  Prewdent  sbw"  ^ 
taken  from  the  present  Rxecuti^  Cabinet,  it  *  j 
mined  to  support  Mr.  Clay  fbr  that  office,  ^^^^t\ 
cumbuiing  at  least  as  many  quaUficationi  ss  »&/  <^ 


could  be  »*"-fTft.  Willi  11, 

,Ssf»^iK3!ii&ffi';  STB 

ioxjtheMniepurDav   «..»     tT,*'"*  "»ei«me object  in,i    rr ".   ,^*  t<»«Ci 
indulge  the  belief  ^f;*^"^  '  »<>'  can  thev  £r2I-fr     ^  ^^^^^  Suieu,  i 

view,  WM  the  h^i^"  '^^  "•«  candidate.  to^h^T?*  P"*'*,  ba^  unUlthi 
dent,  :»  thU  ,l^t  ™f.  •  °'^  *"'"  "  «»«  o<  Sfe  ^  r"*^  •PPwpri.te 
Department,  ,„n.  de^l  **'«?**»»  'r^ftl'^   S^f!'~*PP«'"te' 

principles,  wh^t  n-^  Ih' "1*  8«M>eWn  ho  «?.^'!?y..?'  '"'"^  •"«  w  piAl  the, 
i"^  «ftef  hi.  iS^I*.''^"  ■'••'"ed  upon  hS  .mS  ST '':*   «»«.«' «39. 000  pS 

n«y  Be  allowed  to  ewi^"^  •»•»«*  to  wiwir^   glfS!*  -in  strict  , 
The  jrenHem.  *fc5!!^5-    .  ^''°**  *''«   ,7j"ft  "tort knid  in  t 


«e.;:;";^":^a^p"lj^onheVe;  •rpre^tS'^?'  '^'  ?f  •«  ^cs^ 

•»ken  .peiifiS,?* '^^  .«  hi,  •ccurtomed  bltSl  "'^^w*   "'''«. «»«  found  an  , 
Mr.  nuhtt  Knir .  th.'  »"«Mc«tioB  of  thran^iS^"  "»«««^   »"  ""he  memberlh 

out  aulhoritv  to  I  ^*'**?»  ^*>o  remained  s«r     5®  P»P«««  I  "^eturns  to  the  Unit ^^ 


out  aSK  to  I  '«*"*°!J'  •hoi;^-™ 

PP«>pri».edTv7„;i;!l5/^»  «.«»  M  »We  thi'ifk'J'?  ?' 
?«»«.  I  cm%/°^5^.ft»  other  p„,.   hea«  m^S*^!^  ^  «• 


Violation  of  thi^^I?  ^  '  contend,  and^i^     *'  P*"^   ****"  "»e,  to  aav  in  i\^' 


">  M  If  With  the  view  to  p^eni  i^^**"  ^'^^  '>> 
prevent  the  payment  of  this 


»»c  oy  one,  nunmoned  t< 
aS»-ns.theone  wl«.ha 
The  member  from  Rh< 

»eeme«lto.pe,ko«ye« 


1287 


GALES  fc?  SEATON'S  BEG18TER 


1288 


H.  or  R.] 


Retren/AmmU 


[Jav.  31,  1828. 


told  us  he  wu  tuthorized  to  contradict  this  ststeroent.  1 
ask  of  him  who  authorized  him  ?  Will  he  condescend 
sofiir  as  to  tell  us  }  1  sliould  rather  infer,  from  the  course 
of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  the 
ffentleman's  authority  was  not  obtained  from  the  fountain- 

I  understand  the  member  from  Maryland  as  impliedly 
admitting  the  trutli  of  the  statement.  What,  sir,  has  it 
come  to  this,  that  the  officers  of  yotir  Government,  the 
Clerks  of  your  Departments,  dare  not  speak  of  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  money  of  the  l^eoplc  f  If  this  be  the 
case,  it  is  high  time  for  the  KepresenUtires  of  the  People 
to  apply  the  corrective.  The  member  from  Rhode  Island 
made  one  other  remark,  which  deserves  notice.  His  words 
irere,  "  That  the  patronage  of  this  Government  belong 
to  the  party,  and  it  oiig-ht  to  be  used,  and  he  hopes  it  will 
be  used»  to  protect  its  iVteiids"--yes,  sir,  to  protect  its 
Iriends.  By  tlic  patronage  of  this  Government  is  meant 
the  money  of  the  Government  expended  in  the  employ- 
ment of  suitably  persons  as  agents  or  officers  to  do  the 
public  business  ;  and  1  deny  the  right  to  use  it  for  party 
purposes,  for  the  protection  of  the  friends  of  the  party, 
when  that  shall  be  the  primary  object  of  any  Administra* 
tion,  in  the  exercise  of  its  patronage,  we  may  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  1,950  dollars  paid  to  a  fiivorite  Editor  of  a 
newspaper  lor  services  never  rendered,  and  6,500  dollars 
paid  to  a  member  of  a  powerful  and  influential  family  in  a 
great  State.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that,  no 
sooner  was  the  Administration  organized,  than  the  cr^  of 
**  Bargain,  intrigue,  and  management  \^*  was  hesrd  from 
the  ranks  of  the  Opposition.  These  are  not  terms  of  my 
creation— I  use  not  hard  names.  I  look  at  things  as  they 
•re,  and  form  my  own  opinions,  and  act  accordingly.  Has 
not  the  gentleman  done  the  Opposition,  as  he  calls  it,  in- 
justice, or  rather  his  own  friends  injustice,  in  ascribing 
to  the  former  the  origin  and  the  application  of  these  hard 
names  ?  Permit  me  to  refer  the  gentleman  to  a  docu- 
ment, in  which  he  will  find  much  useful  political  mat- 
ter, and  in  which  he  will  find  uiied,  as  if  in  a  spirit  of 
prophecy,  the  very  words  referred  to.  It  is  tlie  ad- 
dress of  the  State  Committee  of  Kentucky,  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Cky,  in  the  year  1824,  who  were  zealously 
supporting  the  cause  of  that  gentleman's  election,  most 
of  whom,  1  believe,  still  ^hese  to  Jiim  with  a  devotion  I 
will  not  condemn.  That  committee,  when  invoking  their 
fellow  citizens  to  a  united  effort  in  the  cause  of  their  can- 
didate, as  necessary  to  prevent  the  election  of  President 
from  dev(4vi ng  on  Congress  in  1824,  close  their  labors 
with  this  patriotic  and  prophetic  admonition  to  iheir  fellow 
citizens  :  *<  Remember,  that,  after  the  choice  of  RIectors 
once  takes  place,  their  voice  will  no  more  be  heard  in 
this  contest  AU  will  be  carried  by  influence  and  intrigue, 
bargain  and  management.  He  who  has  tlie  most  exten- 
sive means  of  influence,  and  will  promise  the  must  favors, 
will  have  the  prospect  of  success  \  and  the  nation  will  re- 
ceive the  President,  not  from  the  pure  hands  of  the  Peo- 
ple, but  from  a  club  of  political  managers  and  intriguers." 
I  hope  in  future  the  gentleman  from  Mar}'land  will  not 
rob  bis  own  friends  of  their  just  claims  to  political  fore- 
cast, with  a  view  of  giving  to  his  opponents  credit  for 
that  they  do  not  deserve. 

The  g:entleman  from  Mary  hind  has  drawn  to  himself  and 
his  friends  consolation,  in  the  midst  of  all  their  dTfficulties, 
from  the  recollection  of  the  fact,  tliat  the  administration 
of  Washington,  of  the  elder  Adams,  of  JefTeraon,  and  of 
Mr.  Madison,  were  opposed — ay,  sir,  and  the  gentleman 
leaves  the  public  to  draw  the  inference,  that  they,  too, 
were  opposed,  by  an  *' unprincipled  faction."  I  wish  I 
dare  so  fiir  tax  the  patience  of  this  House  as  to  pursue  the 
gentleman  in  this  part  of  his  remarks.  I  should  like  to 
dwell  upon  by-gone  times,  and  to  place  to  the  proper  ac- 
count the  events  of  tliose  days.  But  I  forbear.  I  will 
trust  to  other  hands.     Sir^  1  rejoice  at  the  result  of  the  I 


opposition   to  the  elder    Adams  \    it  was  seconded  by 
sound  heads  and  pure  hearts,  and  its  results  were  aospi- 
cious.     Democracy  triumphed,  and  the  natiomil  vessel 
was  brought  round  on  her  Republican  tack.     I  admit  that 
the  success  of  the  Republicans,  under  tbe  guidance  of 
Mr.  JefTerson^  gave  activity  to  his  opponents,  sind  the 
hope  of  success  increased  the  bitterness  of  their  gall. 
May  I  ask  the  gentleman  where  was  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  in  that  contest  ?    I  might  extend  thta  inquiry. 
I  wUl  not  do  it.     When  the  second  election  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son prostrated  the  political  hopes  of  certain  men,  we 
soon  heard  of  **  summersets,  of  aoheaions  given  in. "    Ths  t 
contest,  like  this,  was  cme  between  libertj  smd  power, 
between  the  aristocracy  and  tbe  demociacy  of  the  coun- 
tty .     This  contest,  like  that,  I  trust,  will  trnnnph  in  the 
success  of   sound  principles.     But,  «r,  the    gentle-oian 
complains  that  the  administration  of  the  great  and  the 
good  Mr.  Madison  was  opposed.    Yes,  sir»  it  was  opposed 
— and  by  whom?  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  name  them. 
This  Government,  in  defence  of  its  honor,  its  national 
character,  if  not  its  national  existence,  was  oonipelled  to 
make  that  appeal  which  is  the  Isst,  the  motft  to  be  deplor- 
ed among  nations.     A  war  was  declared  ;  th»t  dome,  po- 
litical clamor  should  have -subsided,  and  .party'  spirit  sub- 
dued  itself  in  the  love  of  country.    Many,  very  many »  v  bo 
did  not  approve  the  measure,  like  patriot^  bared  their 
breasts  to  the  steel  of  the  enemy.     There  were  others, 
yes,  sir,  others,  who,  in  the  heat  of  political  excitone^A 
lostsieht  of  the  glory  and  safet^  of  their  country.    Tte 
calamities  and  misfortunes  of  war  were  said  to  resuh  feoEi 
a  "  weak  and  penurious  Government.*'     In  certaispcr 
tions  of  this  Union,  a  spirit  was  abroad  to  oppoie  every 
measure  of  tbe  Government  bv  which  the  contest  «is\o 
be  brought  to  a  result  honorable  to  the  country.     In  Mis- 
saehusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut,  tiie  princi^ 
had  been  asserted,  that  the  militia  could  not  t»e  called  ioto 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  offensive  war  {  that 
I  hey  were  only  bound  to  fight  when  our  enemy  ijivsdcd 
our  territory {  that  they  were  not  bound  to  obej  the  orden 
of  any  officer  of  the  Qener  J  Government,  unless  the  Ph* 
sident,  in  propria  per$ona,  took  the  field  and  directed  thdr 
operations.     In  plain  English,  that  they  would  not  figi^ 
the  battles  of  their  cottntry.     Such  was  the  state  of  feels{ 
in  Massachusetts,  that  the  legislature  reaolved  *■  tl^t  it 
was  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  rejde; 
in  the  victory  of  our  arms.'* 

I  find  by  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the  licgislstiirc 
of  Maryland,  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  D^t- 
skt]  introduced  certam  resolutions  denouncing  the  lc^ 
ministration  of  Mr.  Madison  in  the  boldest  teniA  Ailoa 
roe  to  read  from  these  resolutions  a  few  extracts. 

'«*  Reaohedt  That  the  declaration  of  war  against  Cre^i 
Brits in«  by  a  small  majority  of  the  Congress  of  t^  V^^- 
ed  States,  was  unwise  and  impolitic,  and,  if  uatoecem- 
ful,  \he  grand  object  contended  for  must  be  abtadoaed.** 

"  Be^ohcd,  That  the  conduct  of  the  Govemon  ^Ibsr 
saehusetts;  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  respectscg 
the  quota  of  militia  demanded  from  them,  reapecdvd}, 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States^  was  coo- 
stitutional,  and  merits'our  decided  approbation.  '* 

These  were  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman,  and  here 
are  the  grounds  of  his  opposition  to  Sie  administnritei  of 
Mr.  Madison  ;  and  because  thst  oi>posltion  was  uahchr, 
and  at  war  with  the  best  interests  of  an  agonized  eountir, 
the  gentleman  has  very  logically  brought  bia  mind  to  be* 
lieve  that  there  is  nothing  pure,  but  all  is  aelfish»  in  tbe 
opposition  to  the  present  Administration. 

[Mr.  DORSET  here  desired  leave  to  explain.] 

Mr.  WICKLIFPE  continued  :  Sir,  I  shall  noon  dose 
my  remarks,  and  then  1  will,  with  pleasure,  hear  the  ges^ 
tleman. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  referred  to  this  reroUition  in  no 
spirit  of  bad  feeling  ;  certainly  none-  to  his  gaUanI  Mwmi 
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»alriotic  State  i  tbe  valor  and  patriotism  of  whosArave 
nilitia  gave  lu  much  to  admire  at  the  battle  of  Baltimore^ 
nuota  more  than  it  gave  the  enemy  to  be  proud  of.  When 
He  citixent  of  that  State  saw  danrer*  they  left  their  poll- 
•ca.1  leaders,  and  met  it,  and  repelled  the  advance  of  an  in- 
rmding'  enemy.  These  political  disaensions  ^ve  confi. 
lence  to  our  enemy— taking  courage,  as  if  invited  to  our 
^mbnuses,  Ue  enveloped  your  Capitol  in  flamea.  The 
ETartfbrd  Convention  were  in  secret  conclave  :  your  Presi- 
le  n  t  woa  pionounced  by  a  member  on  tfab  floor  [  Mr.  Kiire] 
IS  deserving  a  halter.  In  the  West,  sir,  we  were  bleeding 
it  every  pore.  It  was  a  struggle  who  would  do  most  for 
lis  ceuntiy,  who  should  offer  up  bis  life  in  defence  of  her 
iberties.  Disaster,  defeat,  and  massacre,  attended  our 
•ffTorts  on  the  Northwestern  frontier,  in  the  onset.  Hordes 
»f  ftavagea  poured  in  upon  the  defenceless  inhabitants  of 
>ur  Southern  frontier.  Our  commercial  emporium  waa 
hreatened— our  properly  and  our  women  offered  as  the 
f*  booty  and  beauty ''of  an  exasperated  soldiery  <  gloom 
svery  vrhere  overspread  our  divided  Commonwealth.  At 
ibis  period,  we  behold  the  much  abused  '^  Militant  Chief- 
tain," the  plain  farmer  of  Tennessee,  impelled  by  the 
irdor  of  his  patriotism,  his  devotion  to  his  country,  to 
offer  bimself  as  a  willing  sacrifice  for  the  safety  of  that 
country.  Wherever  he  goea  victory  crowns  his  efforts  -, 
>ie  inspires  confidence  in  all  around  him  ;  he  creates  the 
means  of  war,  as  the  emergency  demands.  In  the  love 
of  cou  ntty  he  lost  sight  of  self  {  resolved  to  '*  conquer  or 
perish  in  the  laat  ditch."  Sir,  I  will  not  extend  the  con- 
^irast.  I  do  not  give  to  the  mightv  spirit  who  command- 
ed, the  entire  credit.  No,  sir  i  the  men  under  his  com^ 
jnand-^men  who  did  not  stop  to  enquire  about  the  boun* 
.dary  line  of  their  countr}',  who  cared  not  who  command- 
>d  tiiem»  so  victory  crowned  their  effoHs,  share  with  him 
my  eratitode,  and,  £  trust,  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 
I  have  done.  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolutions  of  my  col- 
league. I  would  |)rcfer  the  subject  should  go  to  a  Select 
Committee,  who  will  goto  work,  and,  in  good  faith,  apply 
tbe  legislative  energies  of  this  Qoverqment  to  the  rediic- 
Vion  of  the  public  expenditures  and  the  coirection  of  ex- 
isting abuses. 

^      Mr.  LETCHER  Skid  :  I   have  witnessed   thU  debate 
^  with  more  pain  and  regret  than  any  that  has  ever  occurred 
'  in  this  House  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat.     One 
more  unprofitable,  more  intolerant,  and  less  likefy  to  ef- 
'  feet  any  good  for  the  country,  Ium^  )iever  occurred  here 
or  elsewhere.    Sir,  aa  the  Kepresentatives  of  a  free  and 
enlightened  community,  disposed  to  mainUin  the  dignity 
and  utility  of  debate,  upon  correct  principles,  we  should 
pause,  seriously  pause,  before  we  determine  to  prosecute 
>  this  further.    Where,. when,  and  how  is  it  to  be  ended  > 
What  profit  will  be  derived  from  it?  What  valuable  ob- 
ject atuined?  Is  our  time  justly,  corcectly,  and  fairly 
ein)>loyed,  in  reference  to  the  important  interests  of  the 
counti^',  to  be  thus  exclusively  occupied  in  this  digressive, 
angry  debate  ?  if  a  debate  it  can,  or  ought,  to  be  called. 
1  had  always.  Sir,  until  brought  to  a  different  conclu- 
sion by  the  present  discussion,  been  led  to  believe,  that  a 
debate  was  only  liecessary  where  a  difference  of  opinion, 
in  some  shape  or  other,  existed,  and  that  its  main  object 
was  to  enlighten,  to  convince,  or  to  persuade.  Such,  how- 
ever. Sir,  aoes  not  seem  to  be  the  character  or  design  of 
this.    Its  object,  or  rather,  perhaps,  its  tendency,  is  not  to 
illustrate  any  particular  proposition,  or  to  convince  us  upon 
any  matter  of  disputed  policy.     It  is,  if  not  for  the  -nobler, 
at  any  rate  for  the  obvious  and  {pratifying  purpose  of  abus- 
ing and  censoring  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
the  country.    There  ought  to  be  no  discussion  upon  the 
resolutions  as  offered,  because  there  is  no  disagreement 
of  opinion  among  us  as  to  the  direction  which  thev  ought 
to  take,  and  must  take.     Yet,  Sir,  without  any  disagree- 
ment whatever,  as  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  in  reference 
to  the  subject-matter  before  us,  we  present  ourselvies  be- 


fore the  nation  in  an  attitude  truly  lamentably  singular,  to 
speak  in  no  stronger  terms.     What  is  it  ^    Why,  sir,  a 
subject  is  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  in 
the  usual  mode  of  resolutions,  inquiring  into  the  manner 
in  which  the  pecuniaiy  concerns  of  tbe  country  are  con- 
ducted by  those  to  whom  we  have  confided  these  high 
trusts  {  hIso,  of  enquiring  into  the  propriety  of  lessening 
the  number  of  our  officers  in  service,  of  curtailing  their 
salaries^  and  of  reducing  the  pay  of  the  members  of  this 
and  the  other  House.    To  these  resolutions  every  one 
almost,  without  exception,  seems  to  yield  a  read^  assent. 
Indeed,  Sir,  we  appear  to  strugg:le  severely  with  each 
other  for  the  honor  of  most  admiring  them.    We  all  pro- 
fess to  be  willing,  yes^  anxious,  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  ex- 
ceedingly anxious,  yet,  from  some  cause  or  other,  we 
can't  get  into  it     To  profess  to  be  willing  to  make  an  in- 
quiry, is  one  thing — to  make  it,  is  another.    Talking,  and 
doing,  are  very  different  matters.     If  we  are  really  and 
sincerely  disposed  to  do  any  thing  for  tbe  benefit  of  the 
country,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject,  we  must  speak 
lessb  and  do  more.     We  should  engage  hi  the  business  of 
tbe  countiy  with  the  determination  of  doing  it  speedily, 
and  going  home.     How,  Sir,  does  it  happen,  that  we 
can't  get  the  question,  and  bring  the  debate  to  a  close  } 
The  answer  to  this  question  will  not,  and  cannot  be  de- 
nied.    It  arises  from  too  much  zeal,  and  too  much  sensi- 
bility, upon  the  Presidential  question.     Ah  !  That's  the 
whole  secret.  The  People  understand  all  our  movements ;  # 
they  are  cool,  delibeiate,  and  intelligent,  and  will  very 
quickly   comprehend  the  design  of  an  electioneering 
speech  delivered  iivthis  House,  whether  it  comes  from  tbe 
one  side  or  the  other.  For  my  own  part— I  speak,  howev- 
er, with  great  deference  to  the  opinion  of  otiiers— I  do 
not  think  it  either  complimentary  to  the  members  of  this 
House,  or  to  the  People  of  this  nation,  to  make  the  Rc- 
presenutive  Hall  the  arena  of  electioneering  strife,  and 
turmoil,  and  bustle.    It  shook]  be  exclusively  appropriat- 
ed to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  legislation,  and  no  other. 
The  People  will  attend  to  the   election   of  President 
themselves,  if  permitted  to  do  so.    lliey  are  the  proper 
tribunal  to  make  the  decision  between  the  two  contend- 
ing parties  which  now  divide  the  country  and  this  House. 
In  their  decision  I  have  unlimited  confidence.     They  will 
reflect  cooly,  and  decide  wisely,  and  that  decision  will 
be  made,  if*^  not  according  to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of 
all  in  this  House,  at  any  rate  according  to  their  own  sober 
judgment,  uninfluenced,  I  hope,  bv  any  and  every  at- 
tempt  to.  excite  them  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.     The 
truth  Is,  Sir,  and  I  speak  my  undisguised  oi>iiiion  when  I 
say  so,  the  importance  and  consequence  which  some  gen* 
tiemen  seem  to  attach  to  what  they  may  say  in  this  Hall, 
tending  to  bear  upon  the  Presidential  canvas^  is  very 
greatly  overrated.  It  is  a  mistake,  whch  resuhs,  like  most 
other  mistakes^  from  thinking  too  hi^ly  of  their  own 
speaking  powers,  and  too  little  of  the  judgment  and  dis- 
crimination of  those  who  send  us  here.     Sir,  we  may  de- 
claim, and  rave,  and  rant,  and  read  newspaper  squibs,  and 
re-assert  sule  and  long  since  refuted  charges,  and  even 
descend  to  personal  invectives  sgainst  each  other,  or  to 
personal  violence,  until  we  become  exhausted  and  ex- 
haust the  Treasury  too,  without  being  able  to  infuse  into 
the  Public  that  degree  of  zeal  which  political  calculating 
partisans  feel,  or  in  any  material  manner  induce  an^  por- 
tion of  them  to  surrender  their  judgment  to  politicians 
struggling  for  power.    I  am  very  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
discover  around  me,  the  most  formidable  preparations  for 
a  continaation  of  the  debate.     One  gentleman  is  covering 
his  table  with  books,  another  is  taking  notes,  whilst  about 
a  doaen  others  are  ready  to  avail  thennselves  of  the  first 
opportunity  of  getting  the  floor.    1  did  not  rise  *ilh  a 
view  of  saying  any  thing  which  would  be  the  means  of 
prolonging  the  discussion,  but  principally  to  express  my 
earnest  deshre  that  the  question  may  be  brought  to  a  con- 
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^•ioiu  With  the  g^ntlemtm  from  Tenneiee»  [kir.  Bftii]  I 
desire  to  get  the  Houie  rid  of  the  quetUon,  by  referrtiig  the 
retolQtiofis  to  a  commiUee.  tt  it  very  twy  to  dispose  of  tke 
matter,  should  we  choose  to  do  it.  But  o&e  says,  with 
^at  force  and  energy,  I  did  not  commeiice  this  discua- 
aion  :  another  uyn^  I  did  not.  One  party  savs,  you  be^ 
it :  the  other  say%  No,  it  WMSyou,  Who  did  begin  it  f 
Sir,  nobody  began  it  t  yet  it  is  here.  Instead  of  disput- 
ing who  commenced  the  discussion— for  that  &ct,  it  seems, 
nerer  can  be  ascertained-^let  ua  struggle  who  shall  be 
the  tot  to  get  dear  of  it,  and  at  once  proceed  to  the 
transaction  of  bumness.  Whv,  sir,  the  scene  is  really  lu- 
dicrous. It  is  more  like  chudren's  play ,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  say  fCH  than  the  port  of  grave  legislation.  The 
original  reaoliitton,  offered  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Cnti^- 
voa  ]  was  not  of  an  unusual  or  extraordinary  character.  I 
was  very  {phd  when  he  introduced  it.  1  little  anticipated 
the  irritation  it  has  produced,  or  the  length  of  time  it  has 
consumed.  The  inqiiity  proposed  is  a  necessaiy  one,  and 
may  prove  useful  to  the  country.  In  all  Governments, 
there  is  a  tendency,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  extra- 
vagance.  It  is  incident  to  power  and  authority,  whether 
that  power  be  exercised  by  one  or  msny— whether  it  be 
hereditary  or  delegated. 

In  a  Government  constituted  as  ours  ia^  too  much  vigi- 
lance  cannot  exist  upon  the  part  of  thoae  in  wKom  the 
People  have  placed  confidence,  in  watching  the  public 
expenditures.  I  am  not  for  making  false  clamors,  or  ex- 
ciUng  the  public  without  any  just  apprehensions,  merely 
for  my  own  purposes »  but,  upon  principle,  I  am  now,  and 
always  have  been,  in  favor  of  observing  a  ayatem  of  rigid 
economy  and  strict  accountability  in  every  Department  of 
the  Government.  Frequent  inquiries  and  examinations 
ought  to  Uke  phce.  Honest,  able,  and  faithful  oflicerB, 
such  aa  I  believe  compose  the  Administration,  have  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  strictest  scrutiny  into  all  their  offi- 
cial acta.  On  the  contraiy,  it  has  a  good  effect.  It  sa. 
tisfies  the  country,  and  it  is  particularly  proper  at  tliis 
period,  in  reference  to  what  has  been  said  out  of  this  House, 
fw  sonoe  time  past.  The  inquiry,  sir,  is  demanded  by 
the  People  :  they  expect  it,  and  are  anxiously  waiting  to 
see  how  it  will  progress.  Give  it  to  us.  Let  the  exami- 
nation bt  thorough  and  complete.  If  one  dollar  has 
been  applied  improperly  by  tlie  disburaing  officers,  as- 
certain the  fact,  and  make  it  known.  ,  If  nothing  be 
wrong ;  if  censures  have  gone  abroad  without  any  just 
cause  ;  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  those 
who  have  been  implicated,  as  well  as  to  the  countiy,  to  say 
so,  after  this  inquiry  is  completed.  U  requires  ho  great 
intellectual  effort  to  create  suspicions^  and  to  give  them 
currency,  whether  they  be  directed  against  public  or  pri- 
vate character.  So  far  as  any  thing  has  been  said,  in  this 
debate,  hating  for  its  object  a  design  of  casting  any  im- 
putation upon  the  Administration,  in  its  management  of 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country^  its  fnonds  now, 
and  at  all  times,  challenge  the  freest  and  fullest  investi- 
gation ?  but,  at  the  same  time,  proteat  against  the  right 
of  their  opponents  of  trying  them  under  the  doctrine  of 
Bevolutionary  France,  «•  of  laboring  under  a  suspicion  of 
being  suspected,"  and  Uking  upon  themselves  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  accusing  and  decidmg.  If  any  fact  what- 
ever exists,  upon  which  to  predicate  a  charge,  even  by 
implication,  the  accusing  party  have  it  completely  in  their 
power  to  expose  it  to  the  nation  in  glowing  colors— the 
nation  is  fully  competent  to  decide  upon  its  merits. 

But,  sir,  1  am  not  about  to  pursue  that  course  which  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  s«>  freely  to  condemn  in  others,  by 
discussing  the  relative  merits  and  demerits,  fitness  and 
unfitness,  of  the  two  distinguished  candidates  now  before 
tlie  People  for  the  first  office  within  their  gift.  No,  sir. 
If  my  vanity  even  prompted  me  to  suppose  I  was  quali- 
fied for  such  a  Usk,  I  would  not,  at  this  time,  upon  this 
occasion^  in  tlus  House,  allow  myself,  even  under  feel- 


ings «f  excitement,  to  engige  in  it  TV  tofuc,  if  prr 
stated  in,  I  fear,  sir,  will,  in  tome  def;vee,imiNur  that  di^ 
nity  which  has  heretofore  chsrsctensed  the  procttdin^ 
of  this  body,  I  have  not  taken  the  flow  vitb  a  dea^ 
of  answering  chargea  on  the  one  Mk.  or  making  thetn 
on  the  other.  It  was,  WJ".  f<»  »  »«y  ^^^^  P'*'P«i 
as  I  have  already  intimated.  During  tba  discuwon,  »if 
Speaker,  which  liaa  Uken  a  most  eitewfe  range,  fw 
What  was  said  by  my  friend  from  Ohio,  OtrVaalan  la 
pression  waa  made  upon  the  minds  of  sMt  gentkiKi^ 
that  hiji  design  was  to  impeach  the  punty  and  integn^] 
of  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Uoiisc,iahB^pofflii«s 
of  committees.  Sir,  I  ^jas very  gisd to h«r tbihwwi 
ble  genUeman  frankly  and  voluntsrtly  duciamc«iy.dj 
of  the  sort  It  would,  sir.  in  my  estjraation,  ij^  on 
have  been  unkind,  but  unjust,  to  ihst  officer,  to  tot  (a 
preased  or  entertained  a  different  seiiUmenl.  lTw»|! 
not  elevated  to  that  honorable  sUtion  with  niyo»se«j^ 
will  Uke  thU  occasion  to  ssy,  without  WPP^'J  .^ 
opinion  is  a  matter  of  Uie  slightest  cowequenceH 
one.  as  far  as  my  feeble  judgment  cilendj Jje  piw^ 
over  the  deUberotiona  of  the  House  with  ability  tad  H 
mty.  As  to  his  appointment  of  coiwB>[wMe. 
right  to  select  and  organUe  them  as  hj  ^J^lj 
they  beinjp  responsible  to  thecounlry  fordowg  i"^' 
fornotdomg  good.  ^     ^     ^^'^ia 

As  to  myse4  I  do  not  think,  sfter  two  \^^^ 
been  struggling  for  power,  and  one  of  wm  v^  -^ 
can  reasonably  be  expected,  that,  in  Jl»«.^«., 
the  iHmorable  stations  in  this  House,  the  "^^^^^f  ,; 
shaU  select  their  adversaries.    This  ought  not  w 

Suirecl.  If  they  look  for  the  q»alificaliOB»  *^j^.. 
ividuals  for  thciee  stations,  and  find  ""*  f^t^js 
in  men  of  their  own  party,  it  is  natuisi,  *^r^^ 
they  should  put  tbosc.who  possess  them  •S^^.,,. 
the  leading  committees.  I  should  ^^^J^^^- 
couiae.  If  the  party  which  hss  now  the  ii»F^  , 
has  placed  its  friends  in  Stations  where  tbey^^ 
ful  to  the  country,  while  they  do  ho«^' ^^]j7osi 
hoF^  we  who  are  of  the  nrinoiity,  wiU  'JJ'v^t. 
it.  If  they  have  the  honor,  they  have  tne  ^^  ^. 
too  ;  and,  I  say,  in  re  ply  to  the  gcfttJemttn^^ 
ky,  who  has  just  tak«n  his  seat,  and  who  w  ,.^ 
complainta  against  Mt.  Adams  about  p»^  f^- 
would  go  fiirther  tbam  merely  Pf^^^f^l^X.* ' 
nsge  ought  to  be  distributed,  in  the  nwi^_. 

consUnt  view  to  the  public  good.  'iTjjpVi'" 
kept  in  «ght,  the  Adsnmistmtion  !>»•  »|[slis»lf^ 
to  Its  friends^I  mean  its  4>rudent, «« V'Lji  t^  i' 
ble  friends,  and  thoae  who  have  done  ^^.^^ 
it  in  power,  by  giving^  support  to  ^*!'.*".vLiiiK'if , 
It  ought  to  look  next  to  friends,  who,t^^  jbiyi 
so  zealous  and  efficient  in  its  behalf,  "f  ,2Si«^\^' 
in  their  attachment  to  iu  principles  awij^  ^i 
the  next  place,  it  ought  to  look  to  ""^•"Si^'r;^ 
still,  as  I  said  before,  keeping  its  ^y«?L,i*^ 
»iod,and  upon  suiuble  qiudifications,  «^^,^v 
IS  any  thing  left,  let  them  l^^'^^^^^%i^% 
magnanimous  adversariea.  This  I  t»k«  ^  f^. 
in  itself,  and  one  which  liaa  always  nwj*  J?  ^ 
ed  every  Adm'mistration,  hut  P»rt*<^*7/JniiijU*' 
It  is-true,  in  aiming  at  this  rule,  an  AJ^.^  i^' 
mistak<*«-    Thev  may  •w*^  .♦k 


make  great 


Ees.    They  may  i 


otbff' 


important  statiowH  men  who  bnng  no  >^^  j«gie&'' 
but  then,  this  arises  only  from  defect «  Jw^^^^b 
formation.  They  intend  to  strengthen  "lm„i>^ 
while  they  serve  tlie  country,  •»!  ."  rjx  to  "^^  ''1 
is  from  the  causes  I  mentioned.  Sir,  woa  ^ , 
ments  which  ever  exUted.  You  »evcr  ni  ^| 
gives  aU  its  fiivors  to  an  enemy  Uist  »'^'^.%p,i!^! 
ed  its  success,  and  would,  at  any  raol*"'; ^J b^  I 
The  gentleman  says  this  Atlroinistiatjon  i^.j^eii 
imprudent,  and  has  committed  gresi  oiwi» 
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bution  of  its  patrona^.  That  may  be,  but  I  teU  Jlhat 
nileman,  that,  if  hit  fnvnrite  candidate  ever  geta*into 
>ver,  he  will  most  infallibly  protect  his  friends,  and  to 
iCi-eatcr  extent  than  the  present  Administration  has  ever 
»ii«.  Sir,  I  believe  this  Administration  has  been  a  little 
ilt>able  in  this  matter,  although  they  have  incurred  the 
ensure  of  the  gentleman  for  a  different  coarse.  I  think 
tcy  have  not  stuck  to  their  friends  quite  as  much  as  they 
iRJ^t  to  liave  done.  No  gentlemsn  will  suspect  me  of 
^y^v^g  this  with  any  personal  reference.  1  never  was  an 
'^Plicant  lor  any  office,  and  I  never  expect  to  be,  and 
*^  a  very  Sfood  reason,  sir.  I  never  can  succeed,  if  I 
'■^tild  apply;  there  are  too  many  ahead  of  me,  of  both 
^*'ties,  who  excel  me  in  zeal  and  ability,  and  anxiety  to 
tt'^ain  ofBce. 

Sir,  the  motives  of  my  colleague  in  introducing  this 
^solution,  have  not  been  quitb  fiurly  dealt  with.     He 
as  been  charged  with  doing  it  for  a  mere  electioneerincf 
>tirpo9e,  and  ^ith  wistiing  to  throw  a  fire-brand  into  this 
louse.     I  believe  he  had  no  such  intention,    I  think  I 
inclerstood  pretty  well  the  quo  animo  Mrith  which  it  was 
ntroduced,  (for,  sir,  1  am  really  leamine  L^tinveiy  fiist. 
[  have  heard  so  much  of  that  language  lately,  that  1  am 
becoming  quite  a  proficient ;  indeed,  I  am  not  without 
np  prehension,  that  I  shall,  ere  long,  lose  my  native  tongue. 
V^hy,  sir,  there  are  my  two  friends  fforo  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
RticKHsx.  and  Mr.  Wicklipps]  wIio  I  thought  had  never 
loolced  into  a  Latin  book,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  they 
have  Rpoken  whole  pages.)    I  believe  my  colleague  did 
it  only  to  redeem  a  pledge  given,  under  circumstances 
with  which  I  am  penectly  fiimiliar.     At  our  elections  in 
the   West,  the  People  are  accustomed  to  assemble,  and 
to  be  addressed  by  the  several  candidates  for  their  favor. 
In  those  addresses,  their  political  sentiments  are  made 
known,  and  each  strives  to  make  himself  snd  his  opinions 
most  acceptable  to  the  People.     Sir,  in  setting  up  their 
respective  pretensions,  ple<]^^  of  reform  and  retrench- 
ment are  often  made.     The  People  are  told  of  the  exist- 
ence of  abuses  i^hicli  the  candidate  for  their  favor  really 
sometimes  himself  believes  to  exist,  but  which,  in  truth, 
never  did  exist,  except  in  imsg^nation.     Some  excite- 
ment is  of  course  the  consequence  of  these  repeated  de- 
clarations of  wrongs,  and  inquiries  are  generally  excited 
on   this  topic.     M^  friend  and  colleague,  among  others, 
partook  of  this  excitement — whether  he  assisted  to  raise 
it,  I  know  not.     He,  however,  g^ve  the  promise  to  his 
constituents  to  introduce  a  resphition  of  this  kind  ;  and 
when  he  got  to  this  House,  he  took  no  time  to  deliberate, 
or  to  consult  his  friends,  but  with  all  the  ardor  of  youth, 
anxious  to  redeem  his  pledge,  be  had  scarce  been  a 
week  in  his  seat,  before  he  rose,  and  proclaimed  :  I  ofier 
a  resoltttton— I  am  pledged  to  my  constituents— I  am  told 
there  are  abuses  here,  and  1  want  to  find  them  out. 
When  he  is  asked,  what  abuses  do  you  allude  to  i  and  in 
what  Department  do  they  exist  I    He  very  frankly  an- 
swers, I  don't  know  ;  but  if  there  are  any  I  want  to  find 
them.    Sir,  my  colleague  is  very  right  ?  and  if  there  are 
any,  I  want  to  help  him  to  find  Uiem.     As  to  the  charge 
of  his  having  thrown  a  fire-brand  into  the  House,  with  a 
design  to  raise  a  conflagration,  it  certainly  is  not  a  just 
charge.    A  conflagration  indeed  has  been  raised,  but 
how,  sir  ?    The  two  great  parties  militant  seized  upon 
his  resolution — I  don't  know  who  first,  but  before  we 
•    know  why,  or  how,  we  are  criminating  and  recriminating 
each*  other,  and  abusing  the  Administration,  as  if  in  a 
contest  who  co<il,d  use  the  most  intemperate  expressions, 
and  say  the  harshest  and  the  bitterest  things,  and  I  must 
be  permitted  to  own,  that,  in  my  opinion,  my  collesgue 
upon  my  left  [Mf.  Wicxlippb]  is,  in  this  respect,  entitled 
tu  the  premium.    Sir,  we  may  go  on  and  abuse  both  the 
candidates  as  long  as  we  please,  but  what  will  be  the  con- 
sequences }    Tbe  People  will  look  into  it  all^tliey  will 
weigh  us  and  our  motivca— they  will  aay,  such  atid  such 


a  gentleman  spoke  very  warmly  in  Congpvss — he  was  un* 
der  the  inflnence  of  the  feelings  of  a  warm  partisan. 
They  \^ill  make  the  suitable  allowances,  and  arrive  at 
just  conclusions,  and  that  will  be  the  end  of  it  But,  sir, 
should  the  People  ask  Us,  as  they  certainly  will,  what 
we  were  doing  in  Congress  this  session  ?  We  can  only 
answer,  «  We  were  making  speeches."  **  Speeches! 
what  about  ?"  *<  Why,  about  an  inquiry  into  abuses." 
**  And  why  did  not  you  made  the  inquiry  f  Ob,  we  had 
no  time :  all  our  time  was  taken  up  in  speeches )  there 
was  not  a  single  'disagreement,  we  all  said  the  inauiry 
ought  to  be  made — but  we  could  not  make  it  for  talking 
about  it."  Sir,  it  does  forcibly  and  strikingly  remind  me 
of  an  anecdote  I  once  heafd,  and  which,  if  I  may  be  par- 
doned fiir  so  much  levity,  (for  I  do  not  know  whether 
'this  business  is  most  serious  or  most  fiircical )  I  will  re- 
bte.  A  certain  lawyer  had  a  &rmer  for  his  client,  and 
when  his  cause  came  on,  he  made  a  very  long  speech  in 
his  behalf,  without  touching  a  point  in  the  case.  Com* 
ing  out  of  court,  he  said  to  the  firmer,  '*  Did  not  I  make 
a  veiy  syllogistical  argument  ?"  The  farmer  drily  re- 
plied, •«  Why,  as  to  tlie  silly  part  of  it,  you  certainly  did : 
I  do  not  know  so  much  about  the  gistical."  So,  sir,  de- 
pend upon  it,  the  People  will  look  at  our  arguments  in 
this  debate,  and  they  \irill  see  most  clearly  ••the  silly 
part»»  of  them.  I  know,  sir,  that  many  of  the  argumentt 
have  been  very  ingenious,  and  very  edifjing  too,  if  we 
had  but  a  subject  before  us.  My  object  is  to  deal  justly 
in  the  whole  matter.  1  agree  with  the  ssntimenU  so  well 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tenne^ee,  (Mr.  Bxll] 
and  I  think  that  that  gentleman  is  entitled  to  the  thanks 
of  this  nation  for  his  modest  admonition  against  prolonfr- 
ing  this  discussion,  as  well  as  its  respect  for  his  very  bril- 
liant display :  and,  althougli  I  could  not  agree  in  some  of 
his  conclusions,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  wliatever 
party  may  be  up  in  this  Government,  I  hope  that  gentle- 
man may  Kve  long,  and  may,  as  1  have  no  doubt  he  will, 
continue  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  a  ft«e  People.  Any 
gentleman  who,  under  such  circunwtances,  could  speak 
as  tliat  gentleman  spoke,  will  always  merit,  and  most  cer- 
tainly  receive,  the  approbation  and  honor  of  his  country. 
Something  was  said  by  ray  colleague,  [Mr.  Chiltok] 
about  the  high  rate  of  salaries  in  this  ciiy.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  such  is  his  honest  opinion  ;  but  while,  in  ovr 
legislation,  we  vigilantly  endeavor  to  promote  economy, 
let  us,  at  the  same  time,  be  not  unmindful  of  justice.  Let ' 
us  endeavor  to  place  the  parties  concerned  on  their  pro- 
per ground.  Gentlemen  have  said,  **  f^ok  at  the  sala- 
ries of  your  officers  !— 800  !  1000  !  1800  dollars  a  year  ! 
and  some  even  higher  ?"  Sir,  my  doctrine  is  economy, 
but  I  would  not  be  unjust  to  the  parties  employed  in  the 
public  service,  nor  would  the  People  desire  me  to  be  so— 
they  ought  not  to  be  abused  without  any  cause.  Sir,  I 
know  what  is  the  doctrine  of  the  people— it  is  precisely 
this  :  Be  liberal  and  just,  but  not  profuse.  They  arc  wil. 
ling  to  pay  to  all  those  who  serve  the  Government  the 
full  amouitt  that  their  services  are  worth,  and  they  are 
not  disposed  to  pay  more.  I  would  give  such  salaries  as 
will  invite  men  of  integrity  and  capacity  into  the  public 
service  :  for  that  service  will  be  more  injured  by  em- 
ploying ignorant  or  incompetent  men,  than  ten  times  all 
the  saving  that  could  be  effected  :  and,  to  speak  my  hoit- 
I  est  opinion,  after  long  observation,  quickened  at  first  by 
not  a  little  suspicion,  I  don't  believe  that  we  do  pay  too 
much  to  the  clerks  in  the  public  employment.  If,  how- 
ever, it  shall  appear,  on  inquir>',  that  there  is  one  public 
servant  who  receives  more  than  he  ought  to  receive,  let 
the  evil  be  corrected.  The  inquiry  can  do  no  harm.  A 
friend  of  mine  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Dakiel]  says,  that 
the  nile  in  Kentucky  is  to  work  from  stm  to  sun,  and  if 
need  be,  a  little  in  the  night.  Well,  sir,  these  gentle 
men  labor  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  three  in  the  eve- 
ningy  and,  when  there  is  a  press  of  businosa,  tiiey  do  moro 
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than  that  1  bey  often  do  work  till  the  going  down  of 
the  «»»  and  aometimes  far  into  the  night.  I  sa^  this  be- 
cause I  know  it  to  be  true,  and  becuise  I  beheve  they 
are  a  collection  of  abused  and  persecuted  men.  Yes,  sir, 
while  thev  have  fiutlifully  served  and  labored  for  the  pub- 
lic, they  have  been  more  abused  than  any  class  of  men 
in  the  United  States.  Many  cf  them  are  poor  men,  with 
laige  fkrailies.  They  are  constantly  occupied  in  the  pub- 
lic 8ervice«-they  are  accommodating  in  the  extreme,  and, 
after  many  years  of  asaiduous  labor,  what  have  they  made 
for  their  families.  Sir,,  after  they  hav%  paid  for  their 
hou8e*rent,  their  Aiel,  and  their  provisions,  they  have  lit* 
tie  or  nothing  left.  Why,  sir,  this  place  is  not  like  Ken- 
tucky !  the  finest  and  most  favored  spot  upon  the  globe  { 
with  the  best  soil,  the  best  water,  the  best  climate,  and,  I 
will  add,  the  best  population— a  little  excitable,^  to  be 
sure,  but  a  people  whose  character  has  been  misunder- 
stood and  misrepresented.  There,  living  is  cheap,  and 
all  thingB  are  plenty.  A  man  who  has  one  hundred  dol- 
las  mav  live  upon  it  a  year  or  two  years.  How  long  does 
it  last  here  ?  A  man  that  makes  it  last  a  month,  does  ve- 
*ry  well  indeed.  Why,  sir,  bring  a  Kentuckian,  and  place 
him  on  a  fium  near  this  city,  and  though  be  was  a  fine, 
Itealthy,  florid,  rosy  nnan,  when  he  came  here,  compel 
him  to  remain  on  that  ferm,  and.  in  a  few  years,  he  would 
pine  away  with  the  prospect  befbre  him.  Sir,  no  man 
can  live  in  this  country.  He  can't  exist  in  it,  unless  he 
has  some  hope  and  prospect  of  getting  away.  A  region, 
though  romantic  and  beautiful  in  appearance,  that  is  with* 
out  any  soil,  without  any  produce,  without  any  commerce; 
a  place  that  has  to  buy  all  it  eats  from  Pennsylvania  and 
from  the  upper  part  of  Virginia,  or  from  Nova  Scotia — 
yes,  sir,  from  Nova  Scotia — for  the  very  potatoes  of 
this  District  come  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Ireland  ! — 
Who  would  live  in  it  that  could  get  to  Kentucky  ?— 
Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  salaries,  we  must  look  at  the 
expenses  of  living.  I  am  no  advocate  for  high  salaries 
— very  far  from  it.  Eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  dol- 
Isrs,  in  our  country,  sounds  like  a  very  large  sum.  A 
man  uho  goes  into  Kentucky,  with  snch  a  sum  as  that, 
can  not  only  live  upon  it,  but,  wiih  a  little  industry,  can 
increase  it.  But  the  matter  is  totally  diiferent  here,  and 
I  say  this,  because  1  know  that  the  impresinon  exists  in 
the  minds  of  many  honest  and  well-meaning  men,  that 
there  is  great  extravagance  in  the  diiferent  Departments. 
They  do  not  know,  and  therefore  do  not  consider,  the 
circun>stahces.  If  they  did,  that  impression  would  be 
removed. 

But,  sir,  there  is  the  subject  of  our  own  pay,  a  subject 
truly  delicate.  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  my 
friend  from  Kentucky  bpoke  feelingly,  when  he  said  that 
any  reduction  iii  our  compensation  was  nothing  but  idle 
talk.  I  well  know  that  he  is  not  in  hvor  of  it.  Oh  no,  sir! 
the  medicine  may  do  very  well  for  others,  but  it  will  not 
answer  for  him  at  all.  Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced the  resolutions,  and  who,  in  this  debate,  has 
more  than  once  been  called  ••  the  Doctor,"  by,  his  politi- 
cal friend!!,  gives,  at  least,  this  pledge  of  his  sincerity. 
He  is  willing  to  take  a  little  of  his  own  medicine,  though 
n<»t  jnuch  j  but  as  to  my  other  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  WicKurrjt]  so  'far  from  being  willing  to  reduce  his 
salary  to  six  dollars  a  day,  I  wmild  venture  any  wager 
that  he  would  not  reduce  it.  six  cents  below  its  present 
A-tandard.  Sir,  the  gentleman  is  a  great  friend  of  econo- 
my in  the  expenditures  of  Government,  but  he  is  like  the 
doctor,  who  says,  my  medicine  is  excellent  indeed-^take 
a  little  of.  it^  you  don't  know  how  much  good  it  will  do 
you  :  but  when  you  a&k  him  to  take  a  little  himself,  he's 
off.  Now,  sir,  I  should  like  to  see  the  gentleman  wil- 
ling to  take  a  little  himst  If  {  if  it  should  be  somewhat  bit- 
ter, others  might  be  more  encouraged  to  make  a  trial,  if 
they  saw  the  gentleman  swallow  some  before  their  eyes. 
One  gentleman  eatd  be  would  take  $S  a  days  or  $6,  or  be 


woi^d  serve  for  nothing.    Sir,  I  am  againat  that  roest  dc 
cidedly.   Another  gentleman  aaid  he  wmiW  take  |4  a  day. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Caitrosr]  waa-not  willing  to  go  quite 
as  fiu*.    But  a  gentleman  from  Pcnnsy Ivan-a  [  Mr.  Ixmim  ) 
says  that,  whenever  gentlemen  in  this  House  talk  of  df- 
minishing  the  public  expenditu«r«,  thoae  who  are  oppo^ 
ed  to  it  have  this  answer  always  ready  :  "  begm  iriiii 
youraelvet,  begin  with  yourselves,"  and  that  it  is  a  lutre 
stave-oir.     Now,  sir,  who  introduced  this  subject  of  the 
per  diem  allowance  ?    It  was  my  youngs  friend  the  doctor. 
He  introduced  it,  and,  as  it  seems,  without  any  conwfea. 
tion  with  older  physicians,  who  appear  not  ranch  pktaed 
with  the  interference— at  all  events  it  ia  here.  It,  sir,  ipy 
colleague  remains  here  a  little  longer,  be  will  find  that 
there  will  not  be  so.  much  left,  at  the  end  of  the  scshw, 
as  he  soppows,  of  that  per  diem.     But,  tar,  r«do«  the 
compensation  of  inembers  very  low,  and  what  will  be  the 
result  ?  You  throw  the  Government  into  the  Ijands  of  the 
rich.     Sir,  there  is  i  powerful  struggle  in  every  couBtrv, 
and  always  has  been,  between  the  wealthy  and  the  pocs; 
and,  if  you  fix  the  compensation  so  low  that  the  poormts 
must  stand  back,  the  plain  result  will  be,  that  tberidi 
man  gets  the  ascendancy.     The  wealthy  man  cares  oat 
for  money.    No,  nr ;  he  wanU  the  power.    Noc  does  lb? 
poor  man  wish  to  come  here  for  the  money  aJone ;  hvi, 
because  he  is  a  poor  nuin,  he  must  have  aorae  compeost- 
tion  for  coming.     He  wants,  at  any  rate,  a  sul&ckat  m 
a  comforUble  support,  while  he  devotes  that  time,  tb^ 
otherwise  would  be  given  to  his  family,  to  cndwi^f  ^^ 
promote  the  public  good.    If  you  put  t»»e  rate  t»  tew, 
the  Government  willbe  in  the  hands  of  the  fev.  Vow 
many  years  roll  round.     All  our  laws  wouki  be  mde  bi 
the  wealthy  class.     Now,  sir,  I  am  m-t  for  sabrnkasg  m% 
rights  to  rich  men  exclusively.    I  was  reared  » the  \raa- 
bier  walks  of  life,  and  I  have  all  the  prejudices  Onai  ix- 
kmg  so  such  an  education.     I  cgnf^aa  to  yoo,  sir,  tint  1 
hate,  and  always  have  hated,  the  influence  of  the  p*3R 
proud  and  (as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says)  ^^ 
well-bom.     1  woidd  leave  the  choice  in  tlie  hand*  d'C*. 
People,  and  while  I  would  not  exclude  the  rich,  I  w^- 
not  by  the  People  under  a  practical  necessity  at  ei^ii- 
ingpoor  men  from  this  House.    I  want  to  couto"** 
rigliU  to  one  who  knows  how  the  poor  nnan  fcek  j  »  ^ 
who  can  sympathise  with  the  laborer  in  his  toiL   -^5«- *' 
with  the  wood-cutter  in  his  lowljr  cottage,  and  woki* 
dependent  family  that  surround  his  little  fireside.    ^^"  | 
such  a  man  is  in  Congress,  he  will  be  able  to  jud^  ^ 
any  proposed  measure  will  operate  on  all  clasBcstf  ^ 
community,  and  he  will  keep  constantly  before  tea  'i- 
freat  duty  of  every  wise  and  good  legislator,  to  a^-*- 
fiir  as  it  IS  possible,  the  pressure  of  CkiTeraaet^  ^ 
those  who  have  to  labor  hard  for  a  support.    I  aasrrio^ 
in  these  views,  and  it  is  my  fixed  belief,  Iha^  ^^'^i^ 
duce  the  rate  of  a  member's  pay,  you    tkewiy  e»^ 
ger  the   rights  of  representation.     If  ytw  te*8«  *■* 
amount  of  compensation,  so  as  to  oblige  a  aaa  "s^  ^' 
cepts  a  seat  here  to  encounter  the  prospect  ci  tqj^ 
be  assured,  sir,  that,  unless  the  country  is  in  grett  ex- 
tremities, however  fitted  for  it,  he  will  i>e  utukr  tS»  >^ 
solute  necessity  of  declining  the  public  service. 

AKlfougli,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  have  before  aid,  I  ^ 
not  intend  to  discuss  the  Presidential  topic  ipen  v^ 
occasion,  yet,  I  cannot  forbear  to  notice  tite  vaii«er  ' 
which  gentlemen  have  introduced  chai^ges  agaimt  '.- 
Administration.     My   colleague    [Mr.  Wickutts]  ^  < 
that  he  did  not  wish  or  intend  to  make  any  cJiaigcsap**^ 
the  Administration.     Oh,  no  !  he  cliargcd  lhe»  wii^  »- ' 
thinc^ !     So  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  !-*- 
RixJ  told  us,  that  no  chaises  had  been  b(flu|^it.     B»'  ^ 
gentlemen  say,  such  and  such  a  thing  needs  explan**^' 
ibis    was    wastelul,    that  wa«   extravagant,    the   »^*f' 
thing  was  contrary  to  law.  But,  all  the  while,  they  ^- 
no  charges.    NaW|  sir,  1  do  not  know  what  the  me«*'' 
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may  be,  but  I  appeal  to  gentlemen's  candor  to  say,  whe. 
^lier  there  can  be  a  more  eflTectiial  way  of  destroyinfi^ 
oharmcter  than  this^  In  private  Hie,  you  may  wkj  of  an  indi- 
vidual, that  he  iaa  ?«ry  clever  man,  he  is  veiy  intelligent, 
"very  well  informed,  very  agreeable,  but,  something  has 
been  said  very  much  to  his  prejudice ;  yet  you  don't  say  it 
Oh,  no  !  Is  not  thi^  a  more  effectual  wav  of  destroying 
the  inan,  than  if  you  made  a  charge,  and  let  him  defend 
bimself }  Yes,  sir,  you  may  destroy  the  most  elevated 
character  in  all  the  country  by  this  mode  of  attack.  Sir, 
I  should  be  sorry  to  believe  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  had  such  a 

design.     They  tell  us  they  make  no  charges,  but 

but  what }  Why,  there  has  been  great  extravagance  in 
the  Diplomatic  Corps,  and  in  the  Indian  DepaKment. 
And  what  is  the  answer  ?  These  changes  have  often  been 
made,  and  as  often  refuted  i  but,  it  you  believe  the 
chance,  make  yonr  call  on  the  Departments,  and  let  us 
see  where  the  evil  exists.*  Sir,  who  wishes  to  support  a 
<sorrupt  Administration  ?  Who  would  do  it,  if  he  could  ? 
I,  for  one,  will  never  do  it.  Then,  let  us  use  no  more 
delay,  but  make  the  inauiry,  and  have  an  end  of  it 

Sir,  I  could  be  amused,  if^it  were  not  for  regret  at  the  cu- 
rious spectacle  exibited  by  this  House.  Here  we  are,  in 
the  midst  of  a  violent  debate  :  on  one  day,  two  gentlemen 
get  up,  and  make  a  very  strong  argument  about  a  horse. 
Next  day,  a  gentleman  rises  in  his  place,  and  makes  an 
eloquent  speech  aboiit  one  John  Btnns.  All  manner  of 
different  topics  are  discussed.  Here  is  my  fncnd  firom 
Kentucky  distressed,  really  quite  grieved,  about  a  coat. 
[Here  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  had  not  introduced  that 
subject]  No,  sir,  the  gentleman  did  not  introduce  it : 
So  It  has  been  through  the  whole  debate.  One  gentle, 
man  sa^rs,  I  did  not  introduce  it ;  and  another  says,  1 
did  not  introduce  it.  Sir,  we  cannot  tell  who  did  intro- 
duce  it.  Posterity  must  b^  ignorant  of  it  In  the  mean 
while,  the  resolution  has  been  modi6ed  and  re-modified, 
and  modified  anew.  And  what  is  the  shape  of  it  now  ' 
Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  are  five  gentlemen  on  the 
floor  that  know  how  it  stands ;  and  it  scarce  conUins  one 
of  iu  original  features.  Let  not  gentlemen  reflect  on 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Chiltov.]  I  think  he  has  been  very 
accommodating,  very  polite.  When  one  gentleman  says 
he  should  like  to  see  it  in  this  form,  my  colleague  adopts 
this  form.  Another  gentleman  rises,  and  says  he  should 
think  it  would  be  better  if  it  had  that  modification.  My  col- 
league immediately  replies  he  will  adopt  that  modification. 
1  think,  sir,  he  has  shewn  a  most  obliging  disposition. 
In  the  mean  while,  all  are  anxious  to  get  clear  of  it,  yet 
now  we  are  farther  from  it,  than  when  we  first  began. 
Sir  there  was  nothing  so  remarkable  in  my  colleague's 
introducing  this  resolution.  It  is  certainly  not  uncom- 
mon here  for  a  new  member  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
and  10  make  a  speech.  The  speech  is  made  ;  the  reso- 
lution is  adopted  or  rejected  ;  and  that  is  generally  the 
last  of  it  Sir,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  make  a 
speech,  if  not  to  enlighten  this  House,  at  least  for  the  bene- 
fit of  home  consumption— we  all  do  it — and  I,  for  one,  am 
wiUini^,  that,  when  a  new  member  feels  inclined  to  be 
heard,  and  wishes  to  shew  his  great  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  the  country,  we  should  suffer  him  to  make  his  speech, 
and  let  the  resolution  go.  But  here,  sir,  we  have  speeches 
upon  speeches. 

In  what  I  have  said,  sir,  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
have  uttered  what  I  do  not  feel.  The  disposition  of  my 
coileac^e  [Mr.  Chiltov]  has  been,  I  am  sure,  to  see  this 
debate  ended  ;  and,  when  I  spoke  of  his  indifference  to 
the  shape  of  his  resolution,  I  meant  to  be  understood  that 
he  was  willing  it  should  take  any  shape  that  would  bring 
the  debate  to  an  end,  and  put  a  stop  to  this  waste  of  time 
and  money.  Sir,  I  am  for  It  The  resolution  cannot  assume 
any  shape  in  which  I  will  not  be  for  it.  I  concur  in  the 
propoial  of  my  colleague,  fbr  the  sppotntment  of  A  special 
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committee,  and  I  would  haveit  composed  of  such  gentle- 
men as  understand  money-matters  wellr-your  cent  pe- 
cent.  men,  who  are  acquainted  with  business,  and  know 
the  value  of  a  dollar.  So  much  has  been  said  about  ex- 
travagance, that  really,  sir,  the  People  ought  to  be  well 
nforroed,  in  every  particular— even  down  to  pen-, 
knives,  wafers,  &c.,  about  which,  allusion  haa  been 
made  by  a  gentleman  over  the  way,  who  has  thought  fit 
to  amuse  himself  a  little  at  the  expense  of  some  of  the 
Kentuckians.  But  I  must  make  a  civil  request  of  him, 
that  he  will  confine  his  venue  to  his  own  country.  It  ia 
true,  sir,  there  has  been  something  in  the  prints  about 
this  subject,  which  occasioned  some  inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter \  but  1  can  tell  the  gentleman,  that  the  People  of 
Kentucky  are  as  little  disposed  to  make  a  noise  about  a 
wafer  or  a  goose-quill,  as  Mwy  People  in  the  United 
States.  I  know  them  well :  they  are  liberal — ^they  are 
generous.  But  a  statement  has  been  reiterated  in  their 
ears,  that  there  is  a  great  abuse  here,  on  the  subject  of 
stationery,  and  they  went  on  this  principle,  and  it  is  a 
sound  one,  that,  if  abuse  does  exist,  if  it  be  only  to  the 
value  of  a  trifle,  it  ought  to  be  corrected,  because  it  is  an 
abuse.  It  is  not  that  the^  want  to  save  a  pitiful  expense 
in  pens,  and  wafers,  and  ink  \  they  are  disposed  to  see  a 
member  here  furnished  with  all  that  is  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  the  discharge  of  hia  public  duties^  and  to  make 
no  fuss  about  it  But  thev  know  that  little  improprieties 
sometimes  lead  to  great  evils.  Sir,  after  saying  a  good  deal 
against  protracting  this  debate,  I  discover  thai  I  am  myself 
fiilling  into  the  error  I  have  so  much  deprecated  in  others. 
I  will  desist  with  one  or  two  words  more.  As  a  citizen 
and  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  appeal  to  those  in  whom 
the  People  have  reposed  their  highest  confidence  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  elder  and  more  distinguished  portion  among 
us,  for  the  preservation  of  the  dignity  and  character  of 
this  House,  and  for  the  honor  of  the  country,  to  aid  and  ^ 
assist  in  bringing  this  discussion  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  next  addressed  the  House,  as  foi- 
lows :  I  have  never,  sir,  had  the  presumption  to  prescribe 
my  opinions  in  this  House,  as  a  rule  for  the  conduct  of 
others,  and  have  not  offered  them  by  way  of  counsel  or 
advice,  so  often  as,  perhaps^  my  age  and  experience 
would  have  justiiied  me  in  doing.  But,  I  cannot,  on  this 
occasion,  avoid  expressing  the  regret,  the  mortification, 
the  shame,  that  I  feel,  at  the  course  this  debate  (if  it  may 
be  called  one)  has  taken.  I  refer  to  the  conduct  of  no 
particular  member  (  to  no  particular  member's  speech. 
But  the  whole  course  of  the  discussion,  the  criminations 
and  recriminations  which  have  characterised  it ;  its  desul- 
tory nature ;  the  total  departure  from  the  object  with 
which  it  was  first  introduced  %  the  interchange  of  sarcasm 
instead  of  argument,  and  personalities  instead  of  decorous 
debate  ;  are  such  as  cannot  but  sadden  the  mind  of  every  ' 
member  of  this  honorable  body  who  has  not  suflTered  him- 
self to  be  hurried  away  by  the  current  of  party  feeling 
that  has  for  some  days  past  raged  among  us.  And,  if  I 
judge  rightly  of  the  honorable  feefings  of  those  who  have, 
will  fill  even  them,  with  regret,  when  time  has  been 
given  them  for  reflection.  In  the  mean  time,  sir,  what  is 
the  spectacle  we  present  to  the  eyes  of  our  constituents, 
and  of  the  world  '    One,  sir,  thsitsl  should  give  offence 


were  I  to  characterise  it  by  the  terms  which  it  deserves. 
The  warmth  of  debate— the  recrimination  which  it  some* 
times  produces^  are  evils,  but  unavoidable  evils :  they 
grow  out  of  that  free  discussion  which  is  necessary  to  the 
nature  of  our  Government  It  is  not  of  these  that  I  com- 
pbiin.  It  if  the  cause  which  has  elicited  these  heata— the 
fbrgetfhlness  of  what  is  due  to  ourselves,  to  the  august 
body  of  which  we  are  members,  to  the  great  duties  we 
are  delegated  to  perform,  that  has  induced  me  to  address 
you,  in  the  hope  of  arresting  this  useleu,  undignified, 
and  dangerous  debate.  We  sir,  each  of  us  individually 
representrng  the  interests  of  fiorty  thouiand  of  our  fellow- 
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citizen%  collectiTely  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, fuperior  in  power,  equal  at  least,  in  dignity,  to 
any  other,  having  important  duties  to  perform — we,  sir, 
forgetful  of  our  nigh  functions^  and  of  the  dignity  of  the 
House  to  which  we  belong,  have  condescended  to  assume 
the  fiveiy  of  party,  to  arrange  ouraehres  as  the  partisans 
of  our  equal,  who  is  at  the  head  of  another  branch  of  the 
Government,  or  of  a  private  individual,  who  is  a  candidate 
for  that  place— to  attach  to  ourselves,  or  to  our  opponents, 
the  most  degrading  of  all  badges,  that  of  being  designated 
hj  their  names.  And  here,  sir,  in  the  Sanctuary  of  Le- 
gislation, arranging  ourselves  into  two  parties,  distin- 
l^ished  by  a  reference  to  the  ensuing  election,  convert- 
ing this  Hall,  destined  for  the  convocation  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Itepresentation  of  the  People,  into  a  hustings,  where 
the  one  candidate  is  to  be  Litided,  and  the  vilest  trash  of 
the  vilest  newspapers  is  to  be  repeated,  to  calumniate 
the  other.  I,  for  one,  sir,  will  not  consent  to  this.  I  am 
not  a  Jackson  man  «  I  am  not  an  Adams  man  :  (dnce  I 
must  repeat  these  undignified  terms)!  am  a  Represen- 
tative of  the  People  !  And,  proud  of  that  tide,  will  not 
YiKQr  It,  by  putting  on  any  man's  lively.  As.a  citizen,  I 
have  my  preference,  which  1  have  always  avowed,  and 
will  never  conceal.  But  here  1  was  delegated  for  other 
and  higher  duties ;  and  I  consider  it  a  question  of  much 
leas  importance,  whether  one  or  another  individual  shiil] 
perform  the  functions  of  another  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  it  is  whether  we  shall  perform  our  own  with 
fidelity  and  dignity. 

I  pray  gentlemen  who  may  be  inclined  to  continue  this 
debate,  to  consider  that  we  have  already  more  than  one 
hundred  bills  on  the  Orders  of  the  Bay  v  that  these  sub- 
jects for  consideration  are  increasing  daily  by  new  re- 
ports. 1  pray  them  to  refiect  that  all  this  is  suffered  to 
accumulate,  while  we  are  wasting  our  time,  spending 
the  treasures  of  the  Nation^  wearing  out  the  patience 
of  petitioners  for  our  justice,  disappointing  the  just 
expectations  of  our  constituents,  lessening  our  own 
dignity,  injuring  the  character  of  the  body  to  which 
we  belong,  and  through  it,  that  of  our  Republican  insti- 
tutions, in  this  useless  war  of  words— and  all^  Sir.  for  what? 
Should  we  reciprocally  s^icceed  in  destroying  the  cliarac- 
ters  of  the  only  two  noten  whom  ths  People  have  thought 
vorthy  to  point  out  as  fit  for  the  high  office  of  their  Pre- 
sident, what  shall  we  have  gained  ?  One  of  them  must 
be  chosen.  1$  it  the  interest  of  the  losing  party  that  he 
ahould  come  there  loaded  with  obloquy  and  abuse  ?  Will 
that  render  his  Administration  impartial,  or  make  us  unit- 
€5d  at  home,  or  respected  abroad  ?  I  put  out  of  view  any 
advantage  arsing  from  the  resolutions  should  they  be 
carried  ;  that  has  been  long  lost  sight  of ;  they  are  scarce- 
ly ever  alluded  to.  Indeed,  to  listen  to  the  discussion, 
one  would  think  that  they  had  been  already  adopted  ; 
that  the  inquiry  had  been  made,  and  had  resulted  in  cer- 
tain kccusations  against  each  of  the  candidates,  which 
their  respective  accusers  and  advocates  were  endeavoring 
to  enforce  or  repel.  Thus,  in  the  eagerness  to  charge 
and  defend,  have  we  reversed  the  usual  mode  of  proceed- 
ing :  and,  if  a  professional  expression  may  be  pardoned, 
are  trying  the  cause  before  the  issue  is  joined.  What, 
agun,  can  either  parUr  hope  for  from  this  vast  expense 
of  time  and  money,  of^duty  and  reputation  '  What  can 
they  hope  for  ?  Admit  the  degrading  idea,  that  we  are 
the  partisans  of  the  two  candidates,  and  that  this  is  the 
arena  in  which  the  contest  between  them  is  to  be  carried 
on,  what  is  to  be  the  consequence  ?  What,  I  repeat,  can 
either  part/  hope  to  obtain  ?  Does  any  man  expect  that 
this  war  of  mutual  crimination,  this  unprofitable  contest 
of  trying  which  shall  do  the  other  the  greatest  liarm,  will 
do  good  to  either  >  Depend  upon'  it,  not.  No,  sir,  my 
earnest  advice  to  my  friends  would  be  to  remain  silent. 
Not  to  reply  to  charges  that  roust  defeat  themselves  ;  not 
to  nuke  any  which,  if  true,  will  be  attributed  to  party 


spirit ;  to  pass  the  resolutions,  since  they  are  before  us, 
and  reserve  our  denunciations  against  extravagance  and 
abuses  until  facts  are  reported  which  may  support  them  $ 
to  leave  the  Presidential  Election  to  the  People  ;  as  indi- 
viduals belonging  to  that  People,  to  exerdee  our  rights, 
express  our  opinions^  and  give  all  the  information  we  may 
possess  to  our  fellow  citizens  out  of  this  House,  to  enligh- 
ten them  in  their  choice  ;  but  here  to  confine  oanehcs 
to  the  business  which  has  been  entrusted  to  ua— make 
laws,  conect  abuses^  impeach  offenders.  But,  on  a  mere 
question  of  reference  to  a  committee  whtck  (of  whatever 
nature)  usually  passes  without  debate,  let  us  pbce  some 
limits  to  the  scope  of  our  remarks.  Hitherto  they  have 
led  no  topic  untouched,  from  the  tariff  to  the  humblest 
newspaper  slander.  Nothing  has  escaped  the  onusuaJ 
press  warrant  that  has  brought  trery  subject  into  the  ser- 
vice. 1  could  have  wished,  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rakisolph]  whose  sagacity  fore- 
saw the  consequences  of  this  motion,  that  it  could  hare  « 
been  laid  on  the  table.  Now  it  is  too  late  i  we  must  new 
pass  the  resolutions,  wait  for  the  report,  and  judge  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  ;  we  shall  then  assume  our  true  du- 
racter,  and,  if  we  must  be  partizans,  the  term  will  then 
imply  no  dishonor  :  for  we  shall  be  partizans*  not  of  meo, 
but  of  the  truth.  I  entreat,  then,  in  the  name  of  the  Peo- 
ple, whose  business  »  neglected,  and  whose  pmons,  »J- 
ready  too  warm,  will  be  furthei^  excited  by  this  debate, 
that  it  may  at  length  be  brought  to  a  doae,  and  that  the 
question  may  be  suffered  to  be  taken. 

After  a  vain  attempt  to  terminate  the  debate,  by  *  re- 
sort to  the  previous  question,  the-Uouse  adjourned.  i 

FamAT,  FaaacAmT  1,  1828. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Cbiltoit,  together  »idi  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Blaks,  (as  proposed  to  be  fnodflRtd 
by  Mr.  DoassT)  being  again  under  considcFation— 

Mr.  EVERETT  said.  *he  begged  leave  to  rtlvm  lie 
sincere  thanks  to  the  |Iouse  for  according'  to  him  tiw  in- 
dulgence of  an  adjournment.  At  this  stage  of  the  dis- 
cussion, (said  Mr.  E.)  nothing  but  phyncJil  inabtUty  b 
proceed  should  have  induced  me  to  ask  this  indutgeDoe- 
1  will  now  endeavor  to  requite  it,  by  the  only  mess  m 
my  power  :that  is,  by  introducing  no  matter  into  the  ^ 
bate,  which  shall  Iiave  a  tendency  to  protract  it.  I  twc 
the  liberty,  yesterday,  to  observe,  that,  when  a  motka 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ri^ 
dolpb]  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  voted  io  ta* 
affirmative  upon  that  question.  I  did  so,  thinking  I  ^ 
saw  the  character  of  tlie  debate  which  was  likely  \o  insc, 
if  the  resolution  remained  before  the  House.  To  a  reso- 
lution for  inquiry,  of  this  nature,  I  could  have  no  objec- 
tion, except  that  of  some  little  crudity  in  form,  v^i^ 
has  been  objected  to  this  resolution  on  every  sde  of  ^^ 
House.  With  that  exception,  and  could  it  haves*^' 
without  debate,   I  should  cheerfully  have  voted » *• 

The  Rouse  was  not  pleased  to  make  tliat  dfispfl*^^ 
of  the  resolution.  The  debate  has  been  pursued  *,  ^ 
the  Ground,  in  my  judgment,  has  entirely  shifted  bcfics^> 
our  feet  It  is  not  now  an  inquiry  Into  the  practiob^ 
of  retrenchment,  with  a  view  to  the  more  rapid  paya^^ 
of  the  public  debt.  I  do  not  say  tl\at  no  allusioa  to  ^ 
matter  is  left  in  the  resolution  ;  it  may  reuMin  ttee  i^ 
form  ;  but,  the  substance  is  changed.  The  topic  r?* 
put  forward,  is  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  funis, 
particularly,  that  for  foreign  intercourse  ;  and  taking  dbe 
debate  as  an  indication  of  the  character  of  the  resolut>^ 
it  is  one  of  general  crimination  of  the  measures  of  tbf 
Administration. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  agree  with  the  gentleman  froe^ 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Tkoham]  tliat  the  subject>matter  ti 
not  changed,  but  merely  enlarged.  About  furms,  I  f^ 
peat.  Sir,  J  will  hot  contend  «  but  I  submit  it  to  the  jo'^- 
ment  of  the  House,  whether  the  substance  has  not  uaoc^ 
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l^ne  an  entire  chang^.  Neither  can  I  agree  with  htm, 
that  it  is  the  friends  of  the  Xdministration  who  have  first 
^ven  a  partizan  character  to  the  debate.  The  gentle- 
man haf  specified  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Bliks]  as  having  been  the  first  to  gire  it  this  character. 
]**or  two  or  three  days,  the  discussion  was  not  strongly  of 
that  description.  The  resolution,  I  believe,  was  first  de- 
bated on  Tuesday  of  the  last  week,  and  on  Friday,  for 
the  first  time,  if  I  have  correctly  watched  its  progress, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotu]  with  a  force 
and  pungency  almost  peculiar  to  himself,  mtroduced  in- 
to his  address  to  the  House,  a  number  of  the  topics  of 
accusation,  -which  have  been  roost  earnestly  pressed 
against  the  Administration.  When  the  (gentleman  from 
Indiana  took  the  floor,  he  stated,  (with  perfect  justice, 
asl  thought, )  that  such  had  been  tlie  course  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  that  he  felt  himself  called  on 
now  to  meet  the  question  on  that  ground.  1  mention 
these  things,  not  by  way  of  complaint,  but  as  matter  of 
fmct  Since  then,  the  friends  of  the  Administration  have 
entered,  but  only  on  the  defennve,  into  the  debate— a 
debate,  of  a  character,  I  freely  confess,  seriously  to  be 
deprecated ;  not  because  the  friends  of  the  Administra. 
tion  fear  the  strictest  inquisition  that  can  be  made,  but 
because  it  leads  to  waste  of  time ;  sacrifice  of  the  public, 
and  postponement  of  private  interests. 

I  again  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  am  friendly  to  in- 
quiry,  in  any  and  every  form — ^I  care  not  with  what  se- 
verity and  strictness  it  be  instituted.  I  know  that  all 
human  establisthments  (especially  so  vast  aiid  complica- 
ted an  establishment  as  that  of  a  Government,)  are  liable 
to  .abuse.  I  am  willing  to  admit,  on  these  general  prin- 
ciples, that  there  may  be  abuses  in  the  Government  as 
at  present  administered,  although  they  are  as  likely  to  be 
abuses  of  resti  iction,  as  of  extravagance  ;  especially  as 
the  one  generally  leads  to  the  other.  Ill-timed  and  mis- 
placed reduction  often  leads,  in  the  end,  to  more  lavish 
expenditure  ?  and  a  judicious  expenditure,  (a  memorable 
instance  has  been  lately  stated  to  this  House  in  relation 
to  the  Post  Office,)  as  often  proves  to  be  true  economy. 
But,  retrenchment  Is  a  popular  theme,  and  the  pruning 
knife  has  sometimes  been  so  fullv  applied  to  our  establish- 
ments, that  tl.eir  vital  sap  has  flowed  out  of  the  wounds. 
Still,  however.  Sir,  1  would  never  oppose  an  inquiry  into 
the  abuses  that  may  exist ;  and  whether  they  be  those 
of  redundance  or  deficiency,  I  am  equally  ready  to  ipply 
the  remedy. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  other  general  remark.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bkli]  in  his  liberal  and 
elomient  address  to  the  House,  made  a  remaik,  which 
he  Justly  offered  as  sound  in  itself,  however  paradoxical 
in  its  terms,  that  there  were  states  of  things,  in  wliich 
that  which  is  naturally  the  health  and  strength  of  a  Peo< 
pie  becomes  a  source  of  decline  and  decay.  The  gentle 
man  applied  this  wise  remark  to  a  profuse  expenditure 
of  public  money.  There  Is  another  application  of  it, 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  equally  just  and  pertinent. 
This  branch  of  the  Government — the  Legislative  branch 
— ^ia^  has  been,  and  ever  must  be,  the  great  centre  of 
power  in  the  Republic  -  It  is  the  heart  of  the  political 
system*  out  of  which  all  life  and  power,  as  they  have 
been  imbibed  from  the  People,  must  flow  back,  through 
the  various  channels  of  administration,  to  them.  Tliere 
are,  however,  other  branches  of  the  Government,  which 
cannot  be  dispensed  with  for  the  public  good,  and  these 
must  be  upheld,  in  their  proper  spheres  and  functions. 
Now,  sir,  if  the  tremendous  power  of  this  House  be 
brought  to  bear  unduly  and  disproportionately  on  other 
branches  of  the  system  $  and  especially  if  it  be  put  into 
an  extra-legislative  action,  (by  which  1  mean  an  action 
wholly  disconnected  from  its  functions,  either  as  a  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  or  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,) 
then,  also,  what  is  naturally  our  strength  and  safety,  be* 
comes  a  source  of  weakness^  decay,  aiKi  ruin. 


t  have  already  i 
the  inquiry,  as  nj 
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the  funds  appropi 
resolution  puts  ra 
its  very  terms,  (ami 
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incident  to  the  busineM  in  which  they  majr  be  employed. 
Provided^  That,  exclusive  of  an  outfit,  which  ahaU,  in  no 
case,  exceed  the  amount  of  one  year's  fiill  salary  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  or  Charge  des  Affaires,  to  whom 
the  same  may  be  allowed,  the  President  shall  not  allow 
to  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  a  greater  sum  tlian  at  the 
the  rate  of  nine  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  all  hia  personal  serrices,  and  other  expen- 
ses ;  nor  a  mater  sum  for  the  same,  than  four  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  a  Charge  des  Affaires « 
nor  a  greater  sum  for  the  same,  than  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  the  Secretary  of 
any  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  Jnd  proouled,  a&».  That 
the  Preaident  shall  account,  specifically,  for  all  such  ex- 
penditures of  the  said  money,  as,  in  his  judgment,  may 
be  nuide  public,  and  also  for  the  amount  of  such  expen- 
ditures as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  specify,  and 
cause  a  regular  statement  and  account  thereor  to  be  laid 
before  Congress,  annually,  and  also  lodged  in  the  proper 
office  of  the  Treasuty  Department 

••  Sec  %  Jnd  be  it  furtker  enacted,  Ttiat  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  two  years,  and 
fh>m  thence,  until  the  end  of  the  next  Session  of  Con- 
gress thereafter,  and  no  longer.*' 

There  b  one  phrase  in  the  law  to  which  I  invite  the 
particuUr  attentioh  of  the  House,  ("  as  he  shall  commis* 
sion")— a  phrase  throwing  light  on  questions  not  long 
since  much  agitated  here  and  elsewhere.  There  were 
those,  who  took  great  alarm  at  the  use  of  the  expression 
to  **  commission,'*  when  employed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  indicate  one  of  the  Executive  func- 
tions in  the  appointment  of  a  foreign  Minister.  They 
probably  did  not  advert  to  the  fact,  that  the  President 
made  use  of  no  other  language  than  that  of  the  earliest 
legislation  under  the  Constitution^  and  meant  no  more 
than  the  law  meant,  by  the  same  expression. 

The  next  law  on  the  subject  was  passed  9th  Februafy, 
1793.  It  continued  the  act  of  July,  1790,  for  another 
y  ear,  and  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress thereafter,  and  amended  it  to  the  following  effect : 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all  cases 
where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  issued,  or  shall 
hereafter  issue,  from  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
tercourse or  treaty  with  foreign  nations,  in  pursuance  of 
any  law,  the  President  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  autho- 
rized to  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  settled,  annually,  with 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  In  the  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say  :  by  causing  the  same  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  specifically,  in  all  instances  wherein  the  ex- 
penditure thereof  may,  in  his  judgment,  be  made  public, 
and  by  making  a  certificate  or  certificates,  or  causing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  make  a  certificate  or  ceKifi- 
cates,  of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures  as  he  may 
tliink  it  advisable  not  to  specify  (  and  eveiy  such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  sum  or 
sums  therein  expressed  to  have  been  expended." 

This  is  the  first  full  enactment  of  the  mode  of  settle- 
ment by  certificate,  or  without  specification,  although 
the  elements  of  the  provision  exist  in  the  law  of  1790. 

By  the  law  of  March  20, 1794,  the  laiye  sum  of  one 
million  of  dollars  was  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  an- 
nual forty  thousand  dollars,  to  defray  any  expences  which 
might  be  incurred,  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Foreign  Nations  ;  to  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  who,  if  necessary, 
was  authorized  to  borrow  the  monev  ;  and  an  account  of 
the  expenditure,  as  soon  as  might  be,  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress.  This  large  appropriation  was  designed 
to  meet  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  Algiers. 

Several  .similar  acts  were  passed,  at  subsequent  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  till,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  a  law 
passed,  giving  to  the  legislation  on  this  subject  a  some- 
what modified  form.     This  law  is  entitled  '<  An  act  to  as- 


certain the  compensation  of  Public  Miniiten."  It  con- 
tains no  appropriation.  Itie-enscts  the  fonser  Citation 
upon  the  conmensation  of  Ministen  Fkiupoteitduy, 
Charge  des  Affaires,  and  the  Secretarieiof  Himsim: 
the  second  section  directs,  tliat,  where  any  aim  of  n»- 
ney  sliall  be  drawn  from  the  Trcisur}',  nnder  wy  ii? 
making  appropriation  f«»r  the  contingent  expewM  of  a. 
tercourse  between  the  United  Stotea  ind  Foreign  »• 
tions,  the  Preadent  sliall  cause  tlie  sccountitobeicitled 
by  certificate,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of  9ih  lebmiy, 
1793  ;  omitting  tlie  substitution  of  the  Secretaiyrf  SWe 
for  the  President.  This  year,  for  the  first  tiaj,  the  i|h 
propriations  for  the  expenses  of  in*  ercwinc  vithrwip 
Nations,  were  transferred  to  the  set  tb^W^ 
tions  for  the  support  of  Governn^nt,  felheywiw^ 
Besides  several  large  specific  items,  •»7-*»»^*T!; 
dollars  were  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  anwBi  wy 

thousand.  «  .    .l      .^.k 

In  May,  1810,  an  act  was  passed,  finng  ttecompj* 
tion  of  Public  Ministers,  and  of  Conttils  to  the  BirtJ 
SUtes.  By  this  Uw,  the  compensation  of  •  Mimja.  wa 
Charge  des  AfTairea,  was  fixed  as  before  ?tti»t  rt »  x 
cretaiy  of  Legation,  at  two  thousand doBm, W^m^ 
it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  i»w<^»fi»?lXJ 
to  allow  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Chwg*  ^  3^ 
faires,  on  going  from  tlie  United  Stales,  to  wy^ 


Country,  an  outfit,  which  shall,  in  ^J^ff.^ 
year's  full  salary  of  such  Minister  or  Chtfg«d«  ab^' 
but  no  Consul  shall  be  allowed  as  «»^^»^^ 
whatever,  any  usage  or  custom  to  the  .<»""^,r^ 
standing.  The  third  aection  of  tlus  bwwjstKn* 
verbatim,  with  the  second  of  the  law  of  ^^'^ 
Up  to  this  time,  tiie  appropriation  »ct«  ^^ 
one  item,  viz :  for  the  expenses  of  ww^^?^. 
From  1810  to  1814,  there  '^^^^^}^^^'^Z^^ 
tion,  one  for  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercww^  ^^ 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  «itc«?r^  ..u 
first  of  these  sums  was  applied  to  pay  the  "^  " 
Ministers,  Charg^  dea  Affaires,  and  Sc*«**7i^ 
cond  was  placed  entirely  at  the  discretion  tfwcr^^ 

dent,  to  discharge  contingent  expenses  •na"f  JTL. 
foreign  intercourse,  as  he  should  think  j?^»J^TS 

In  the  general  appmpriation  act  «  ioi*»  .^ 
which,  till  then,  had  l»een  ^^tpresscd  in  |eo^ 
for  the  expenses  of  forei^^n  intercourse,  ^"J^j^ 
specific— "for  the  salaries,  allowance^ wd  w^^ 
expenses,  of  Ministers  t<>  Foreign  Nations,  sw  «; 
tanes  of  Legation  ;"  after  which  wa«  *^^JL/^ 
item,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  intcpc«tf« 
the  United  States  and  Foreign  Nations.  ^^ 

In  April.  1818,  the  general  appropriation  bj^«^ 
ed  one  item  for  the  salaries  of  Ministen  ""Vijj. 
Foreign  Courts,  specified  by  name,  and  ^^l^j^ 
cretaries  of  Legation  ;  an  item  for  two  puUit* 
ters,  to  L'^ndon  and  St.  Petersburg ;  an  »^«"''^ 
tingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions ;  *«  jtcin  ttj\^ 
fbr  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  the  ^ 
year  ;  and  Uie  usual  item  for  the  contingent  ^^^ 
foreign  intercourse.      Similar  specifications  w 
made  in  all  the  aiimial  general  >pproprtation  d»«^ 
that  time.  j.wlH*? 

From  thia  view  of  the  legislation  of  tlie  ^^2^-^. 
pears  that,  originally,  the  whole  fund  for  wreBj^,  .^ 
course,  and,  since  1814^  the  sums  *PP'^P^*  JJ^^  btt^ 


cation,  is  coeval  with  the  Government,  and  in  c*** 
both  with  ussge  and  law.  .  ^.«  f,^ 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  Uiese  «**J5^^.i!^ 
merely  for  the  sake  of  a  better  uiulcwtsiw'f^jj,j^ 
point,  in  the  resolution,  on  which  it  bcarsi  *'*^  .  ^ 
der  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  satisfactory  vio^i 
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'  the  charges  made  against  the  President  of  the  United 
t&te«y  relative  to  the  accounts  of  his  compensation  and 
lovranceflf  as  a  Foreign  Minister.  This  is  a  subject  on 
hich  I  enter  with  some  reluctance  i  it  it  not*  perhaps, 
f  the  class  which  I  should  select  to  discuss  on  this  floor. 
:  does  not  belong,  strictly,  to  this  debate ;  but  it  has 
een  introduced,  on  the  present  occasion,  with  strong 
mphasis  $  and^o  the  effect,  no  doubt,  of  giving  sanc- 
on  to  what  is  said  more  at  large  on  the  same  topic  else- 
where, l^is  is  an  important  point:  for  the  allegations 
ave  extended  not  merely  to  a  charge  of  extravagance^ 
ut  of  illegality,  and  even  fraud. 

liig^h  salaries  are,  1  know,  a  popular  subject  of  com« 
lent,  and,  as  tho^  of  the  Foreign  Ministers  are,  with  a 
tng-Ie  exception,  the  highest  paid  under  the  Govern- 
ment, it  is  natural  that  they  should  be  obnoxious  to  com- 
laint.  But,  sir,  it  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that,  high  as 
tiey  may  be  thought,  great  as  their  aggregate  may  seem, 
yr  the  service  of  a  long  senes  of  years,  they  are  yet  too 
mall  ;  and*  but  for  the  extra  allowance  by  which  they 
re  eked  out,  would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  their  ob- 
ect.  It  18  not  long  since  that  a  most  respectable  member 
•f  Coni^ress,  opposed  to  the  Administration,  ex^iressed  to 
ne  his  cpncurrence  in  this  opinion,  and  his  willingness 

0  join  in  raising  them.  I  speak  of  the  salaries  of  the 
hree  most  expensive  missions— >to  London,  Parian  and 
St.  Petersburgh.  It  is  a  sufficient  confirmation  of  the  truth 
>f  this  remark,  that  the  compensation  of  Foreign  Minis- 
ers  is  smaller,  by  one-fifth,  than  it  was  in  the  Revolution- 
try  war.  It  was  then  fixed  at  two  thousand  five  hundred 
rounds  sterling,  with  an  allowance  of  expenses.  We 
ire  told,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotd]  that 
ie  approved  the  Republican  simplicity  in  which  a  Frank- 
in  and  a  Livingston  lived,  at  the  Court  of  France.  Dr. 
Franklin's  simplicity  was  kept  up,  for  about  eight  vears 
iind  a  half,  at  an  aggregate  expense  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  (money  being  then  twice  as 
iraluable  as  now,)  and  Chancellor  Livingston,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, during  his  sliort  residence  at  Paris,  in  addition  to 
his  allowance  from  the  Government,  sunk  an  estate  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  that,  but 
for  the  extra  allowances^- it  wouU  be  impossible  for  our 
Ministers,  at  the  Courts  I  hove   named,  to  remain  and 

1  up  port  themselves ;  and  the  weight  of  neceuary  ex- 
penditure over  the  utmost  allowance,  has,  to  many  of 
them,  proved  tbe  cause  of  utter  ruin.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  sliould  specify  the  names  of  the  living  or  of 
the  dead. 

Another  remark,  Mr.  Speaker :  The  allowances  to  the 
President,  be  they  g^eat  or  small,  were  the  acts  of  otiier 
Administrations—^  the  Administrations  of  Messrs  Madi* 
son  and  Monroe.  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  in  estab- 
lishing the  offices,  fixing  the  compensation,  or  seeking 
the  employment.  For  a  third  of  a  century  passed  in  the 
public  service,  he  never,  neither  liimself,  nor  his  friends 
lur  him, with  bis  knowledge,  nor  without  his  knowledge,, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  solicited  any  office.  The  compensa- 
tions and  alluwrances  to  tlie  Foreign  Ministers  were 
l^ed  by  General  Washington,  under  the  limitations  of 
«ts  of  Congress,  and  were  paid  to  Mr.  Adams,  as  they 
lad  been  paid  to  his  predecessors. 

Farther,  sir,  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  with  audit- 
ing Ills  own  accounts,  pr  controlling  the  settlement  of 
ihem  )  although  this  has  been  alleged,  out  of  doors,  and 
iitimated,  as  1  think,  in  this  debate.     The  standing  in- 
ductions to  our  foreign  Ministers,  require  them,  once  a 
i|uarter,  to  make  up  and  transmit  an  account  to  the 
Treasury.    This  whs  done  by  Mr.  Adams  ;  and  in  all  his 
Iccounts  there  was  but  one  item  which  the  accounting 
lAcers  of  the  Treasury  declined  settling  themselves, 
that  one  item  was  referred  to  the  President,  by  Mr. 
Adams,  while  Secretary  of  State  ;  and,  on  legal  advise- 
iBcnt,  ordered  by  the  President  to  be  settled.    To  this  I 
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and  BotkniA,  or  by  ormnnf^  fite  fMmi^eBt  firom 
fifty  vnlcs  in  cadent^  orer  the  isbridft  of  the  Utter 
GuM^-which  puMt|^B,  at  that  leMon  of  the 
the  bfMkfng  tq>  of  the  ice,  wtfe  rendered  ir 
ble.  And  were,  at  their  firrt  opening,  extreme] 
out. 

There  was  little  expectation,  in  any  oiiarte)     \ 
negotiation  would  be  sacceaiAil ;  and  there 
KMon,  on  the  part  of  Hr.  Adama,  to  believe,      i 
a  abort  absence,  he  would  be  obliged  to  r 
Peteribargh.    He  therefore  left  his  fiunily  ai       i 
nient  there*  which  continued  at  nearly  the  m 
as  before.    Taking  paange  bv  water  at  1        I 
ftrst  vessel  which  sailed,  idler  the  breaking 
and  after  repeated  delay  and  detention,  ai  i 

irom  the  same  cause,  Mr.  Adams  srriyed  at 
the  35th  of  May.     He  there  learned  that  a  i 

had  been  made  by  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gall 
m  London)  with  the  Btitish  Govemment 
seat  of  negotiation  bad  been  tranifetted  fri 
to  Ghent,  in  Flanders.    An  American  i 
then  at  Gottenburgh,  having,  as  a  cartel,  r  ( 

Clay  ami  Kassell  to  that  place.    It  wr 
Texel,  there  to  await  the  fntth^r  direct'  • 

can  Ministers.      Mir.  Adams  aocordinf  i 

Gottenburtli,  embarked  with  Mr.  Ru'  i 

vessel,  landed  flNim  her  at  the  Texel,  a* 
ed  by  land  to  Ghent,  where  he  arrive^  I 

Six  months  from  that  day,  on  the  24t 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  signed. 

For  this  Mission  to  Gottenburgh 
never  (as  has  been  alleged)  received  I 

fit  And  yet  it  was  a  mission  dilTerf 
the  expenses  incident  to  it,  from  t 
tion.    The  outfit  for  the  Iktter  was  i 

and  could  not  cover,  the  extra  exf  i 

Accordingly,  Mcisrs.  Gallatin  and 

had  received  an  outfit  and  tlie  exf  c 

ance  to  St.  Petersbufgh,  on  the  m  t 

were  vet  allowed  all  their  trave  i 

PetersDurgh  to  Ghent  On  the  sat  i 

established  precedents  in  the  cas4  i 

ney,  in  1795,  and  Mr.  Monroe,  ii 

ed  all  the  extra  expenses  of  thei:  i 

they  retained  their  commiasioni  ! 

Plenipotentiaries  in  London,  Mi 

sion  at  St  Petersburgh,  was  s  i 

Salary  as  Minister  there,  the  nc  j 

to  the  mission  extraordinary  tc  i 

The  reasonableness  of  the  all  i 

doubted.     In  Mr.  Monroe's  c 

sanction  of  Congress,  not  \wo 

more  questionable  in  the  casr 

llemen  had  to  provide  for  the 

Mr.  Adams  was  compelled  tr 

with  a  necessary  continuanc 

of  liis  establishment.     The  i 

therefore,  fairly  cliargeable 

period  during  which  this  sf  I 

negotiation  of  a  commercis  i 

tain,  was  fifteen  months, 

left  St  Petersburgh,  to  3c 

by  him,  snd  allowed  to 

period  from  his  departur  ; 

time  when  his  family  joi  * 

months. 

Mr.  Adsms  hsd  beer  i 

Slate,  at  the  time  he  wi  i 

def  the  mediation  of  tl  1 

event  of  the  coniclusioi  i 

President  Madison  to  n 

He  accordingly  repair* 

to  join  him  there,  wit 
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May,  1 810,  which  is  alleged  to  Umtt  the  Ulovftnce  of  out- 
fits to  Minbtera  going  from  the  United  States.  These 
two  outfiu  accrued  to  Mr.  Monroe  in  the  space  of  four 
months. 

The  next  year  he  went  to  Spain,  onhia  special  misBion, 
and  was  ^ne  about  nine  roontbs.     For  his  expenses  on 
this  mission^  he  was  allowed  211,000»  in  addition  to  his 
regular  salary  as  Minister  at  London.     It  is  true  that  a 
sroall  part  of  this  allowance  wan  for  ez|»enses  not  strictly 
personal  to  himself.  It  was  Mr.  Monroe's  intention  to  re- 
turn to  America  in  1805,  but  the  aspect  of  our  n^gotia* 
lions  making  it  expedient  that  he  should  continue  at  Lon- 
don»  he  was  instructed  by  the  President  to  remain  there* 
-which  he  did  for  two  years  longer,  during  which  time  he 
was  associated  in  a  negotiation  with  Mr.  Pincknev.    This 
detention  occasioned  to  Mr.  Monroe  increased  expendi- 
ture, although  his  residence  was  not  changed.     For  this 
increased  expenditure,  he  claimed  an  allowance,  on  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts  in  1810.     This  allowance  was 
suspended  by  Mr.  Madison  ;  and«  for  obvious  conndera- 
tions,  was  not  subsequently  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, till  the  close  of  his  administration.     He  then  submit- 
ted it  to  Congress.  It  was  examined  by  them  at  two  sue- 
cessiye  sessions,  under  the  auspices  of  two  select  com- 
niittees,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ikshax.]     The  equity  of  the 
claim  was  allowed  ?  a  bill  was  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
man, allowing,  among  other  items,  about  $  10,000  for  this 
two  years'  detention,  with  interest  down  to  the  present 
time  :  a  sum  more  than  equal,  without  interest,  to  a  third 
outfit  in  three  years.  I  voted  with  the  gentleman  through- 
out, on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  believing  the  claim  just 
and  equitable,  but  without  the  least  conception  that  I 
might  ever  wish  to  make  use  of  it  as  a  precedent :  for 
I  did  not  at  that  time  know  tliat  any  thing  in  the  Presi- 
dent's accounts  had  been  subject  to  exception. 

Thus  did  Congress,  by  a  special  act,  make  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe  an  allowance  more  than  equal  to  a  third  full  outfit,  with 
interest  for  sixteen  years,  notwithstanding  he  had  already 
received  greater  compensation  and  allowances  than  those 
paid  to  Mr.  A.  for  the  same  services  during  an  equal  pe- 
riod. 

One  word  more  as  to  the  outfit  for  the  mission  under 
the  mediation,  before  I  pass  from  this  subject  It  oueht, 
in  the  first  place,  to  be  observed,  that  the  practice  of  al- 
-lowinfj^  a  full  outfit  to  a  resident  Minister  abroad,  when 
commissioned  on  a  new  mission,  was  first  introduced  by 
Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr.  Adams,  when  appointed  by  President 
Washington  to  Lisbon,  (being  Charge  d' Affaires  at  the 
Hague)  had  but  a  half  outfit,  and  when  transferred  by 
President  Adams  to  Berlin,  had  also  but  a  half  outfit  On 
the  same  rule,  when  Mr.  Vans  Murray  was  by  President 
Adams  appointed  on  the  mission  to  France,  jointly,  with 
Messn.  Davie  and  Ellsworth,  he  was  told,  by  oMer  of 
President  Adams,  that  a  half  outfit  only  would  be  allowed 
him.  On  his  return  home,  under  Me.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
tration, he  was  allowed  and  paid  a  fiill  outfit.  And  the 
J  precedent  then  esUblished,  has  since  been  pursued  in 
ike  cases. 

With  respect  to  the  outfit  allowed  to  Mr.  Adams  in 
1813,  it  was,  by  Mr.  Madison's  order,  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mr.  Adams  out  of  a  fund  entirely  at  the  disposal  ^  the 
President,  on  the  g^und  of  the  additional  expenses  to  be 
incurred,  and  in  conjunction  with  Ivs  colleagues.  At  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  among  the  estimates  from  the 
Treasury,  was  one  for  three  outfiu  which  had  already  been 
allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  for  foreign 
intercouiw.  Instead  of  the  amount  of  these  ouifits.  Con- 
gress appropriated  a  sum  equal  only  to  two  and  a  half «  so 
that  122,500  only,  instead  of  #27,000,  were  replaced  to 
the  contingent  fund.  Mr.  Adams  was  accordingly  called 
on  to  refund  one-half  of  the  outfit,  which  he  had  been  al- 
lowed and  paid  by  President  Madison,  and  which  he  luul 


received  and  in  part  expended.  This  he  declined  to  dol 
and  owing  to  this  item,  his  accounts  remained  for  some 
years  unsettled.  Living  under  a  government  of  law% 
and  supposing  he  wat  entitled  to  their  protection,  he  se- 
quested.  the  otficers  of  the  Treasury  to  institute  a  suit 
against  him,  in  order  that,  if  a  judicial  tribunal  decided 
in  fiivor  of  the  allowance,  it  might  be  made  him  :  and  pre- 
pared, if  otherwise^  to  acquiesce.  This,  however,  the 
Treasury  declined  doing.  When  the  provision  was  in- 
troduced into  the  law,  stopping  the  salaries  of  all  officers 
in  arrears  to  the  Government,  Mr.  Adams  appealed  to  the 
President  for  h't^  decision.  The  President  took  the  offi- 
cial advice  of  the  Attorney  General.  This  officer  deci- 
ded that  the  claim  was  undoubtedly  valid,  and  it  was  al- 
lowed and  paid  accordingly.  The  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  may  be  fouiid.  Documents  1st  Session  X9tt& 
Congress,  vol.  x.  doc.  167. 

Another  subject  has  been  bron|rht  into  this  discussion 
by  a  gentleman  fVom  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cabsox]  oa 
which  1  shall,  with  great  reluctance,  say  a  few  worda 
He  says  that  he  was  astonished  that  the  Administration^ 
after  receiving  14,000  dollars  in  the  Spring  of  1825,  (ot 
furnishing  the  President's  House,  should,  at  the  next  ses« 
sion  of  Congress,  ask  for  25,000  dollars.  Sir,  when,  in. 
the  Springer  1825,  the  usual  appropriation  of  14^000  dol- 
lars  was  made  lor  furnishing  the  President's  House,  (which 
had  never  been  entirely  mrnished)  it  was  in  respect  to 
furniture,  in  a  forlorn  and  destitute  state.  The  appropri- 
ation of  14,000  dollars  was  accordingly  almost  wholly  ex- 
pended in  articles  of  daily  household  utility.  In  thet 
course  of  the  session,  a  motion  was  made  for  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency,  at  that  time,  of  finishing 
and  furnishing  the  public  buildings.  As  far  as  the  Presi* 
dent's  House  i^as  concerned,  this  motion  had  especial  re- 
ference to  the  large  Eastern  Room,  which  had  never  been 
furnished.  This  mot^ion,  I  take  leave  to  say,  was  made 
without  any  knowledge  or  agency  on  the  part  of  the  oc« 
cupant  of  that  house,  or  any  of  his  family.  The  commit* 
tee,  thus  raised,  went  to  the  President's  House,  to  satisfy 
themselves,  by  actual  inspection,  of  its  situation,  in  respect 
to  furniture.  Though  one  of  the  committee,  1  was  my- 
self prevented  by  illness  from  attending  to  that  duty.  They 
found,  of  course,  the  large  room  empty,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  chair  fhimes,  without  seats ;  and  in  every 
part  of  the  house  a  want  of  furniture,  required,  not  for 
elegance  and  luxury,  but  for  comfort.  They  then  direct- 
ed two  artisans  to  examine  the  premises,  and  estimate 
the  expense  of  furnishing  them.  For  the  large  room  two 
estimates  were  given  in,  one  amountmg  to  20,000  dollars, 
and  the  other  to  16,000  dollars  ;  while  the  only  estimate 
for  the  residue  of  the  house  was  10,000  dollars.  The 
committee  reported  a  gross  sum  of  25,000  dollars,  to  fur- 
nish the  Eastern  room,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  furni- 
ture in  other  parts  of  the  house,  and  to  make  some  slight 
repairs.  In  this  estimate,  neither  the  President  of  the 
United  States  nor  any  member  of  the  family,  had,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  the  least  agency.  •  The  gentleman,  there- 
fore, is  wholly  mistaken,  in  saying  that  the  Administration 
asked  for  this  new  appropriation. 

When  the  bill  was  before  the  House,  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  (I  think)  moved  to  strike  out  the  sum 
of  25,000  dollan.  No  friend  of  the  Administration  said  a 
word  in  favor  of  retaining  it.  On  the  contrary,  a  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bsbciur]  made  a  motion  to  reduce  it  to 
5,000  dollars.  A  gentleman  from  Georgia,  now  its  Go- 
vernor, [Mr.  Foxstth]  opposed  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
nnan  from  North  Carolina  on  the  ground  that,  though  it 
was  mistaken  policy,  (in  wliich  I  entirely  concur  with 
him.)  to  provide  the  President  a  lodging  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, yet,  that,  having  done  so,  it  ought  to  be  decently 
furnished.  Another  gentleman,  also  in  opptisition,  [Mr. 
Cambhsisvo]  expressed  the  same  sentiment,  and  the  ap- 
propriation was  retained. 


mi 
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lfotwithttaTiding>  the  mode  in  which  this  took  place,  a 
aigfaty  clamor  agminit  the  Pretident  arose  throughout  the 
country.  The  estimates  of  the  upholsterers  were  diffu- 
sed through  the  Opposition  press.  The  hardj  suspicious, 
French  names  of  mmlture,  employed  by  these  artisans, 
were  found  sijrnificant  of  corruption  «  and  it  was  declar- 
ed to  be  the  affair  of  the  Prendent  and  his  political  friends. 
Sir,  no  man  is  above  public  opinion  i  and  no  matter  is 
•o  small,  that  it  may  not  furnish  a  sufficient  fulcrum  for 
moving  the  greatest  nnasses.  The  odium  excited  by  this 
■mall  matter  was  intense  \  and,  yielding  to  it,  I  did,  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  move  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion from  25,000  dollars,  (for  not  a  cent  bad  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury)  to  6,000  dollars  i  a  sum  adequate  to 
pay  f0r  what  had  already  been  bought  or  contracted  for. 
The  friends  of  the  Administration  in  the  House  were  blam- 
ed for  yielding  to  that  clamor  ;  but  whoever  will  revert  to 
ti^  famous  letter  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer— a  gross 
frbrication  from  beginin^  to  end,  but  artfully  calculated 
fsr  effect--4ind  take  this  m  connexion  with  the  outrageous 
damor  which  pervaded  the  country  on  the  same  subject, 
Vill  admit  that  we  took  the  proper  course. 

There  is  another  matter  m  this  connexion,  to  which  I 
feel  bound  to  advert,  as  the  gentlennan  from  North  Caro- 
lina  has  especially  referred  to  me  on  the  subject.  In  en- 
gaging in  their  dutv,  in  reference  to  tlie  furnishing  of  the 
jmblic  buildings,  the  Committee  thought,  while  so  large 
an  additional  appropriation  was  proposed,  that  it  would 
he  satis&ctory  to  the  House  to  know,  in  what  way  the 
ft>rmer  usual  appropriation  had  been  applied.  They, 
Aerefore  requested  the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Presi- 
dent (who  they  understood  bad  been  employed  in  super- 
intending the  furnishing  of  the  house,)  to  give  them  a 
statement  of  what  had  been  bought.  This  be  according- 
V  did.  And,  among  the  items  contained  in  the  invento- 
^,  were  a  billiard  table,  costing  fifty  dolkrs';  some  of 
the  appurtenances  to  it,  and  a  set  of  chessmen.  Now,  sir, 
it  may  have  been  a  remarkable  obtuseness  of  moral  sen- 
timent on  the  part  of  the  committee,  but  it  so  happened, 
that  no  aUrm  was  taken  by  them  at  tliese  dangerous  arti- 
cles.  Tlie  inventory  was  reported  to  the  House,  with 
the  other  papers  accompanying  the  bill.  Forthwith,  as 
I  have  already  said,  a  portentous  outcry  arose.  The  mat- 
ter was  taken  up  with  all  the  energy  of  the  press  ;  the 
President  was  denounced  as  the  corrupter  of  the  youth 
of  the  country  ;  the  articles  themselves  were  declared  to 
be  parts  of  a  splendid  gambling  establishment ;  the  Admi- 
nistration was  represented  as  a  set  (not  merely  political- 
Iv,  but  morally.)  of  desperadoes  and  debauchees,  and 
the  President's  House  was  the  scene  of  their  orgies.  Co- 
lumns  of  this  loathsome  cant  filled  the  newspapers.  In 
due  time,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject.  I  do  not  say  he 
did  it  in  offensive  terms  :  for  I  really  do  not  recollect  wh%t 
be  said  about  it.  His  comment  had,  however,  the  effect 
of  giving  a  sanction  to  v^hat  had  been  said  ahready  else- 
where. 

Now,  sir,  what  was  the  President  to  do  ?  Neither  he^ 
nor  any  one  else,  as  1  have  just  said,  is  above  public  opin- 
ion ;  he  is,  on  the  contrary,  more  powerfully  subjected 
to  it  than  any  other  person,  for  the  reason  that  his  station 
gives  greater  importance  to  his  actions.  The  account 
was  not  yet  settled  at  the  Treasury.  I'ke  statement  sub- 
mitted  to  the  committee  was  nothing  but  the  account  of 
the  President's  Private  Secretary,  (an  officer  not  known 
to  tlie  Government])  with  the  fund.  It  was  necessary  to 
settle  an  account  with  the  Treasury.  In  doing  so,  it  was 
necessary  for  the  President  to  charge  either  the  public  or 
himself  with  every  article  In  the  statement  already  render^ 
ed.  It  was  necessary  that  he  should  cither  allow  or  dis- 
allow the  particular  items  in  question.  He  chose  the  lat- 
ter.    He  bad  a  right  so  to  do ;  he  was  right  in  doing  so. 


w.     AAc  uAu  »  rig^in  BO  lo  ao ;  lie  was  rigni  m  aoing  so.    ner  rrienas  in  America,     ueniicracn  »"-"        j^^ 
If  the  opponents  to  the  Administration  chose  (as  they   countries  in  Europe,  (and  it  was  especiiDy » 


did)  to  make  a  great  matter  out  of  this  snull  one,  it  wa 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  his  friends,  to  take  froa 
their  opponents  this  ground  of  attack.  He  did  u ;  in; 
paid  for  the  obnoxious  artidts  hiouelf.  Tbepubricoi 
not  pay  for  them. 

But  I  fchall  be  told  that  there  still  mBum  igiinst  \H 
President  the  high  charge  of  having  these  articles  (hov 
ever  paid  for)  in  his  possession.  Tbeopimn  vbichmi 
be  formed  of  the  immorality  of  tliis  ict  will  wry  accofi 
ing  to  associations.  I  mjrself  have  been  bred  up  in  t\ 
bosom  of  a  virtuous  community ;  one  in  which,  it  ii  np 
posed,  something  of  the  strictness  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathtri 
may  yet  be  traced  in  the  morals  of  their  descendants.  1 
think  I  may  say,  that  with  them,  no  hoiror  ii  B  oa  tbii 
subject.  Among  my  friends  neighboti,  and  constituents, 
there  are  several  who,  deeming  thi>  rehntioBnotiMr& 
ly  innocent,  but  a  healthful  exerdae,  when  the  weitk' 
does  not  permit  exercise  abroad,  have  the  rneam  of  ei»" 
joying  it  in  their  dwelling  house.  Dr.  Fnuildin,  do  csr 
nipter  of  youth,  was.  a  great  admirer  of  the  gaast  f- 
Jefferson,  I  have  been  told,  at  one  time,  propowltoi^ 
troduce  it  among  the  gymnastic  exercises  of  tii«  ^'^^^ 
versity  of  Virginia.  Whether  General  Washington  pUy 
ed  billiards  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  recorded  of  hiwra: 
he  played  cards,  which  in  a  moral  point  of  ficv.ijp 
baps,  no  better. 

[Here  Mr.  Ravdoi-ph  said,  *•  Genenl  WMhingtonpi* 
ed  billiards."] 

The  gentleman  from  North  CaroBns  said,  that  itwc 
insignificant  affair,  till  the  Adminiatntionoadeitti^?^ 
Unt.  Sir,  is  this  the  fiict  >  I  appeal  lothcg<«k»^' 
if  It  did  not  ring  from  Georgia  to  Maine;  ^^'^'^{ 
tic  to  the  Mississippi.  I  have  been  well  ^^ 
has  been  so  misrepresented  to  the  People,  is  *»*?*; 
of  the  country,  as  to  have  coat  the  Admini««»»  ^^ 
votes  than  any  thing  else.  And  thii  abused  waas^ 
has  been  so  urged  and  plied  on  the  object,  tW^ 
channels  of  the  press,  that  I  am  well  informed  ti»-r^ 
are  districts  in  the  United  States,  in  which  it  KBRfc.' 
lieved,  that  the  private  abode  of  the  PresdeBJ,  -^ 
whom  a  man  of  purer  life  docs  not  exist  in  the  est' ' 
is  little  better  tlian  a  bagnio.  ^ 

Sir,  there  is  another  remark  which  fell  from  the  p^ 
man  from  North  Carolina,  which  I  feel  bound  to^^ 
though  I  do  it  with  the  utmost  pain.  He  »?*:  . ,  y^ 
character  of  General  Jackson  alone  been  attacked  ' 
sir,  like  the  hyens,  the  fellest  of  the  fell,  which  ^^. 
graves  of  ihe  dead,  they  have  entered  l^«  ''JJ;'Jit 
domestic  retirement,  and  chugged  before  ibci*^^ 
public,  loaded  with  the  basest  slanders,  the  cW*^ 
an  innocent  and  much  injured  lady.  '**^'^V 
this,  and  do  they  now  complain,  and  charge^ ''^ 
ing  to  heap  calumny  on  the  Administration  ^^^ 

[Mr.   Cabsok  said  he  referred  to  the  Ad»»*^ 
presses.] 

Sir,  1 1 
set,  that 

to  show  the  gentleman  that  there  arc  two  -^  : , 
matter  \  and  that,  in  reference  to  the  F***^  -gc^ 
the  present  contest,  the  Administration  haTCtf'^ 
forgive  as  to  be  forgiven.     Allow  me,  Sir,  ^^,^^^'v^ 


[  admit  the  explanation.    I  remarked,  »  j,^ 
it  I  would  act  on  the  defensive.    But  I  •**  ,^, 

r  f  h*  OMnfl^mon    *lia»    *hmT^   ftMS  tWO  SUt^^    , , 


I  forgiven,  auow  mc,  *>"i  •- -  ,^j  ^^ 
an  anecdote.  Ithappened,  that,  intheiMnily«  ,.^ 
Mrs,  Adams,  at  St,  Petersbuwh,  was  a  "^^^^J^gifcsf 
pectable  young  woman,  who  had  gone  wiin  |»^ 
Boston,  in  the  capacity  of  attendant  6n  thtir  in»  ^^, 
possessing  an  unusual  share  of  personal  "**/^'^» 
education  above  her  employment  in  life.  ^r\^:> 
St.  Pctersburgh,  she  heard  the  stories,  «"'**;  c,&kt 
culated  in  the  European  capiuls,  whether  nw   ^ 

of  the  private  life  and  habits  of  the  ^P^'^ 
stories  formed  a  part  of  the  letters  which  ^-^^^ 
her  friends  in  America.     Gentlemen  know  w* 
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riod  in  question,  which  wbs  one  of  anxious  political  ex- 
citement,) letters  committed  to  the  post  office  are  open- 
ed at  the  police.  It  was  done  in  this  case  $  and,  coming 
flui  they  did,  from  a  person  in  the  family  of  a  foreign  Min- 
ister, and  dealing  so  freely  with  the  Emperor's  character, 
the  letters  of  this  individual  were  submitted  by  the  police 
to  the  Emperor,  and  by  him  to  the  Empress,  as  a  matter 
of  pleasantry  to  both.  About  this  time,  by  an  act  of  at- 
tention not  unusual  towards  the  families  of  foreign  Minis- 
.  ters*  the  Empress  requested  that  the  infant  child  of  Mrs^ 
Adams  should  be  sent  on  a  visit  to  the  palace.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  under  the  charge  of  the  individual 
mentioned  ;  and  the  letters  alluded  to,  and  her  appear- 
ance,  caused  her  to  be  the  object  of  some  slight  notice, 
on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress.  This  is  the 
whole  of  the  affair.  She  remained  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
A.  till  she  returned  to  Boston  ; 'married  there  a  respecta* 
ble  citizen  ;  from  having  been  the  servant,  became  the 
friend  and  visiting  acquaintance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.,  and 
is  now  deceased.     Such  are  the  real  facts. 

Now,  Sir,  since  the  Administration  presses  have  been 
charg^ed,  in  this  debate,  with  invading  domestic  retire- 
ment, and  slandering  female  character,  let  me  show  you 
what  has  been  made  out  of  this  innocent  affair.     I  read 
it  from  a  pamphlet,  which,  as  I  have  been  told,  has  been 
widely  circulated,  and  which  purports,  on  its  title  page, 
to  be  printed  for  one  who  has  been  introduced  into  this 
debate,  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  as  a  victim 
of  the  proscribing  and  vindictive  policy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration.   I  will  first  read  the  text,  and  then  the  comment: 
'*  To  avert  so  dreadful  a  calamity,  was  the  first  fruits  of 
this  victory*  (of  New  Orleans)  and  the  hero  who  achiev- 
ed  it  is,  for  this,  entitled  not  only  to  the  fervent  benedic- 
tions of  the  designated  victims,  but  to  the  veneration  of 
^    all  who  prefer  the  guardian  of  innocence,   and  the  pro- 
^    tector  of  virtue,  to  a  customer  of  bawds,  or  the  pander 
^;    of  an  Autocrat." 

,^        I'his  is  the  text,  and  now  follows  the  comment : 

;..    r    *«  It  appears,  that  the  lady  of  our  Minister  to  SL  Pe- 

'.    tersburgh,  some  years  since,  took  wiih  her  a  very  pretty 

youn^  woman,  to  superintend  her  children.     The  charms 

^    of  this  person,   while  at  the  Capital,  had  been  so  loud- 

^'     ly  and  highly  extolled,  that  they,  at  length,   reached 

.    the  ears  of  the  immaculate  Alexander,  who  expressed 

' ,,   a  curiosity  to  behold  such  a  prodigy  of  beauty.     To  in- 

^'*    dulge  this  curiosity,  a  secret  coalition  was  formed,   by 

f>^^  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias 

^.    should,  at  a  certain  hour,  take  his  airing,  in  a  certain  pub- 

i^'  lie  walk,  and  that  his  unsuspecting  object  should  be  punc- 

^  tually  sent  thithe^  by  those  who  could  control  her  move- 

t:    ments.    This  interview  accordingly  took  place,  with  the 
'^   consent  and  contrivance  of  those  who  ought  to  have  been 
\^   the  special  guardians  of  the  innocence  of  the  proffered 
ij^  victim,  but  entireljr  without  her  knowledge,  or  even 
"^  dreaming  of  the  ^ghtful  perils  to  which  slie  was  thus 
wantonly  exposed.     Fortunatel}',  however,  the  abused 
maiden  escaped  outrag^e,  and  preserved  her  peace  and 
honor,  because  the  fastidious  taste  of  the  lascivious  mon- 
arch did  not  accord  with  the  grosser  taste  of  those  who 


F' 
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Sir,  I  can  read  no  further :  I  have  touched  this  odious 
topic  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who 
^  accuses  the  Administration  presses  of  wsning  on  female 
character ;  in  reply  to  the  {^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
!  ^ho  has  alluded  in  tlilis  debate,  to  the  person  whose 
I  name  is  on  this  pamphlet,  as  a  persecuted  man,  and  who 
f  liere  holds  up  to  the  horror  of  the  country,  its  Chief  Ma- 
li^ ^strate  and  his  wife,  as  having  conspired  to  poison  the 
i  virtue  of  an  individual  to  whose  care  they  had  committed 
f  their  own  iniant  child. 

y       Yott  remember,  sir,  when  a  vile  question  was  put  to 
the  unfortunate  Queen  of  France,  bv  her  Revolutionary 
Judgei,  touching  her  son,  she  appealed  to  every  female 
Vol.  IV.— 83 
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in  the  crowded  as 
find  an  answer  in  I 
I  never  call  them, 
hears  me,  especiid 
and  children  at  a  dt 
tion  to  which  he  it 
who^could  put  his 
as  I  am  informed,  | 
from  Government 
SUte. 

Sir,  there  were  ol 
touched,   butlhav^ 
I  brought  into  the  II 
the  discussion,  I  hsM 
that  1  have  been  a  li 
made  a  question,  w| 
ed  or  not.     Why,  s| 
hour,  since  it  was  foi 
I  do  not  no4r  compM 
and  the  gentleman  fh 
we   were  told  two  J 
South  Carolina,  that  I 
tration  was  a  political 
lawfully  into  the  oflfi« 
more  make  terms  wM 
them  by  their  acts,"  li 
broken  into  his  preml^ 
self  well.     Onegentlel 
ell]  says  they  are  alrC 
tacked  ;  and  the  gentk 
that  they  are  run  dowa 
ling  at  fancied  charges^ 
when  nobody  has  attai 

Sir,  such  an  assault, 
the  history  of  the  cou 
Chief  Magistrate,  of  m< 
and  purity  of  cbaractc 
the  imitator  of  oriental 

}>rofligate  comiptor  of 
aithful,  and  patriotic  i 
the  first  Administratif 
almost  eveiy  other  wt 
weak,  inefficient,  ai 
which,  in  three  years, 
to  the  payment  of  the 
twelve  more  in  object 
be  profuse  and  extrai 
came  into  power  avo 
out  the  best  talents  o 
honor,  and  which,  if  it 
itsfnends,  is  charged 
its  opponents.  And, 
year  afler  year,  till,  ir 
selves,  and  tell  us  tha 
down;  and  after  each 
numerous  others,  hav 
we  are  then  told  to  k< 
us. 

But  I  am  willing, 
tions  of  gentlemen  aj 
they  approve,  and  ai 
the  honor  of  the  cou 
should  cease.     In  la; 
who,  under  the  Coni 
with  the   admtnistra 
that  which  is  a  part 
nation.     Above  all,  i 
vehemence  with  whi 
been  waged  against 
In  addition  to  its  n 
waste  of  time — the  i 
the  worst  passions  \ 
ter  evil,  that  it  lendi 
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the  press,  which  has  already  reached  the  point  at  wliich 
many  of  the  most  valuable  citizens  of  the  communi- 
ty shrink  back  into  retirement,  before  the  storm  of  ob- 
loquy that  awaits  every  one  who  appears  before  the 
public 

Before  I  sit  down,  sir,  I  must  ask  leave  to  say,  tliat  if 
every  member  had  spoken  in  the  tone  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr  Bell]  I  should  probably  not  have 
troubled  the  House.  To  almost  every  remark  that  fell 
from  him,  1  yielded  a  hearty  assent.  I  feel,  not  less 
strongly  than  he,  though  I  may  be  unable  to  express  it 
with  that  manly  force  which  enchained  the  attention  of 
the  House,  that  this  warfiire  is  mali  exempli,  without  our 
even  being  able  to  plead,  in  excuse,  that  the  bad  exam- 
ple sprang  from  a  good  one.  The  gentleman,  with  a  li- 
berality  \ii%ich  I  could  iio'  but  admire,  however  little  I 
might  be  wiUirg  to  sanction  the  consciousness  of  politi 


without  covering  her  face  with  her  hands,  andmslvnfj 
out  of  the  House  ?  But  for  some  of  the  reiwrks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  allusion  to  newspaper 
publications,  1  should  have  begun  in  at  least  »s  low  iVcy 
and  as  temperate  a  mood  as  he  did.  To  th»t  kcj*  1  vrill 
now  pitch  my  voice.  I  have  been  absent  from  the  House 
for  several  days.  I  requested  my  collcagtie  [Mr.  Awx- 
AMDBH]  to  state  the  cause  of  that  absence,  which  he  dk! 
Yet  even  this  could  not  be  reported  correctly.  As  ths 
may  be  the  last  act  of  public  duty  which  I  shall  be  iibk 
to  perform— at  least,  during  the  present  sesaon-iixJia 
I  have  given  \\\»  myself  a  sacrifice  to  its  perforiMnce, 
I  respectfully  ask  the  House  to  give  their  attention  lo 
what  I  have  now  to  say.  I  understand  that,  dunn^  wj 
absence,  I  have  been  replied  to  by  various  gwilenen, 
(some  of  whom  I  hav^  not  the  honor  to  know  by  pcrwn) 
on  different  sides  of  the  House,  in  a  manner  whsch  i  jw 


mangle  the  carcass.  The  gentleman  cannot  expect 
to  agfree  with  him  that  the  game  is  nm  down,  but  he  will 
agree  with  me,  that,  of  the  pack  which  sprang  at  tlie 
throats  of  this  Administration,  there  were  some,  whose 
fangs  were  already  fleshed  in  other  gfame.  And  is  the 
law  of  the  chase  altered  ?  Will  not  what  has  been,  again 
be  ?  Believe  me,  sir,  it  will ;  the  fate  of  Actxon  is  no 
fable  here:  ,and  scarcely  will  the  gentleman's  gallant 
huntsman — (unless  some  rare  felicity  of  fortune  shall  ele- 
vate him  above  the  lot  of  his  predecessors,)  scarcely  will 
he  have  wound  his  horn  in  triumph,  when  he  will  find, 
to  hia  amazement,  that  he  is  the  game,  and  some  of  those 
who  have  shared  in  the  triumph  of  the  cliase  will  turn 
and  spring  upon  him. 

IIU  fiigit  per  quMfuerat  loea  tmpC  tecuttit. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  will  pardon  m^  allusion,  as  I,  most 
cheerfully,  accepted  hh.  I  make  it  not  insidiously,  nor 
with  the  slightest  shsde.of  personahty )  but  in  some 
measure  in  consideration  of  the  well-known  composition 
of  the  two  great  paKies,  and  still  more  on  the  immutable 
principles  of  our  nature,  by  which  it  follows,  of  stern  ne- 
cessity, that 

—  in  tiete  ctMa, 

We  atill  hare  jjudgment  here,  that  we  bat  teach 

Bloody  inatruciiuns,  which,  being  taught,  irtiim 

To  plagve  the  inventor :  Tbui  errn-handeU  jiutice 

Conunenda  the  ingredienu  of  our  poiaoned  ctulice 

To  our  own  lip*. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  then  rosCt  and  said,  I  cannot  make 
the  promise  which  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his    minster,  a'nd  that  of  Andre,  probably ,  by  s'>w<^ 


persons  (#1  wi  vumi^B.  *ns-  gv..».— — -  ili.« 
VaxceI  with  that  blunt  plainness  and  candor  «l«cn,  i 
told„belong8  to  him,  and  which  I  admire  "?  P^P^'^J; 
as  they  are  rare  qualities  in  these  d*y*^V  v  Irf 
better  for  his  surly  honesty— I  hope  he  wdl  taU  w^ 
fence  at  the  term,  for  I  can  assure  him  tl»»t  »  ' 
tended— charged  me,  in  my  absence,  (s^'^y^f.^'l 
informed  me,)  with  what  I  believe  he  «w'dnoin»^ 
to  have  charged  to  my  f»ce,  and  to  ^^'^'^^^^  I!,  ctf, 
jecti«)n,  except  to  the  authority  on  whicMicrefieJ^^ 
I  protest  against  any  gentleman's  producing:,  **^,j^ 
VI  hat  1  have,  at  any  time,  said,  a  newspapcTi  ^^^-^ 
purporting  to  be  a  Register  of  Debates,  ""'^*  ^1^5 
it,  and  more  particularly  remarks  drawn  from tw^^^^^ 
of  another  bodv,  which,  in  regard  to  rae,  arc  pj-  ^^^ 
unfaithful.  I  shall  shew'  to  the  House,  not  sjcn  y^^ 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ma93acluisettsstiiTe<l,to-|^  •,^. 
of  every  moral  sense,  of  every  moral  being.  ^\^. 
to  a  matter  of  recent  notoriety  ;  that  « ill  tes^^'f^.t, 
ness  of  these  reports.  In  the'  debate  on  the  n'^^J'V,.. 
gentleman  from  SoutlLCaroIina,  [Mr.  H^'"'-;^'  iTb 
ing  a  picture  of  the  batile  of  New-Orleans,  I  ow>  ^^^ 
distinctly  as  I  could  articulate,  that  I  had  *Jf?.V^<, 
ment  erected  to  the  memory  of  Andre,  ^^*J^?  j^jj 
ill  Westminster  Abbey  ;  that  it  was  mutiUted-"'  ^_ 
of  General  Washinprton,  and  arm  (I  think)  of  AikJi^;^  , 
i»»g  been  broken  off.  The  Generars,  mosl  proo^°:.! 
some  Tory  boy,  from  the  neij 


ighboring  "clKK'N.^^,, 


seat  made  at  the  outset  of  his  address — but  I  will  make  a 
promise  of  a  different  nature,  and  one  which,  I  trust,  it 
will  be  in  my  power  to  perform — I  shall  not  say  with 
more  good  faith  than  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — 
but  more  to  the  letter—  aye,  sir,  and  more  to  the  spirit 
too.  I  shall  not,  as  the  gentleman  said  he  would  do,  act 
in  mere  self-defence.  I  shall  cany  the  war  into  Africa. 
I  shall  not  be  content  with  merely  paiTying — no,  sir — if 
I  can,  so  help  me  God,  I  will  thnist  also — because  my 
right  arm  is  nerved  by  the  cause  of  the  People  and  of  my 
Country.  I  listened  to  the  gentleman  with  pleasure — 
I  mean  to  the  general  course  of  his  remarks — with  a  sin- 
jgle  exception  ;  and  to  that  part  of  his  speech  I  listened 
with  the  utmost  loathing  and  disgust.  But  disgust  is 
<oo  feeble  a  term.  I  heard  him,  with  horror,  intro- 
duce the  case  of  the  Queen  of  France — and  in  an- 
swer to  what  ?  To  a  handbill — a  placard — an  election- 
eering firebrand  :  and  in  the  presence  of  whom  '  Of 
those  who  never  ought  to  be  present  in  a  theatre  where 
men  contend  for  victory  and  empire.  Sir,  they  have  no 
more  business  there  than  they  have  in  a  field  of  battle  of 
AROthep  sort  Women,  indeed,  are  wanted  in  the  camp  ; 
but  women  of  a  very  different  description.  What  mai- 
dfi>,  >u^— nnv,  wlut  m;itron — could  hear  the  geiiTkmaM, 


in  reUliation.     The  name  of  Hamilton  did  ""^^Ji- 
lips.     I  thought,  indeed,  of  Hamilton,  but  it  *^%. 
ing  Hamilton— the  gentleman  from  Soullj-Ctrc'i ^^"y 
then,  parliamentary  usage  does  not  permit  us  to  ^.^ 
one  another  by  name.     Now,  sir,  I  can  she*  V^^,\,pji, 
same  authority  which  was  relied  on  by  the  p"^^^ 
from  Ohio— thougii   I  acknowledge  that  ^*»^71rt^ 
that  paper,  so  far,  at  least,  as  I  am  concerned.  "^^, 
nei-all^  been  more  accurate  this  year,  than  I  w*^,. 
1  mg  timie  known  them  to  be  before— that  I  a«>^P'^j^y^ 
ed  as  saying,  that  the  monuments  in  Westminst«^-^^ 
were  mutd.»ted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  toniMw  ^ 
illon  and   Washington  had   been  mutilated  ntrt-  ^ 
word  tomTj  never  escaped  my  lips  on  that  o^^^^i^J 
this  would  have  been  a  palpable  fiilsehood.   /^   "j^. 
the  tomb  of  Washington  f     There  is  no  such  thin?  ^^ 
country,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  that  a  tomb  u^^-^ 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Hamilton  ;  but  1»"P^*^^ 
the  next  thing  we  shall  hear  will   be,  that  tl»c  Q«^^' ., 
or  some  other  Review,   ct  mes  out,   and  obsems   ^^ 
sneer,  that,  as  Hoger  Sherman  said  the  vote  "**'_} 
nuiitenl,  so  a  gentleman  from  Virgin'a  hsd,  ")  **;"^, 
in  Congrca*,   bu  It  up  a  tf>mb  for  Wa*hrng^«"7?  ^ 
striic live*' tomb,  ihat  exist ttl  no  wh^re  ti^tu*''"^' 
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trie  imagination.     Sir,  the  tombs  of  Washington  and  of 
Hamilton  might  stand  any  where  in  this  country  iinen- 
c1osecI-»--thcy  might  indeed  be  liable  to  injury  from  the 
beasts  of  tire  field,  or  from  some  invidious  foreigner,  but 
the  hand  of  no  American  would  ever  mutilate  them.    Sir, 
in  the  course  of  another  debate,  it  seems  that  I  rendered 
to  a  genileman  from  New- York  [Mr.  Stohiis]  the  homage 
which  his  abdities  deserved — and  God  forbid  that  the 
time  should  ever  arrive  when  I  refuse  to  do  justice  to  an 
adversary — when  I  shall  disparage  any  merit,  because  it 
IS  found  in  the  person  of  an  opponent.     When  that  time 
shall  arrive,  may  I  never  receive  mercy  from  that  foim- 
tain  of  it  to  which  aiune  we  all  must  look,  if  we  hope  for 
fbrg-iveness  hereafter.     I  said  that  I  would  not,  like  him, 
pronounce  a  palinodia,   neither  am  I  now  going  to  pro- 
nounce a  palinodia  in  respect  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
ITork.     I  shall  not  take  back  one  jot  of  praise  bestowed 
upon  him.     With  whatever  views  he  introduced  it,  the 
xloc trine  has  always  been  mine — the  strict  subordination 
of  the  mifitary  to  the  civil  authority — scripture  is  scrip- 
ture, by  whom,  or  for  whatever  purpose  it  may  be  quoted. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  private  habits  of  that  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Stobrs]  but  I  know  that  he  has  too  much  g^od 
taste  not  to  agree  with  me,  that  lime  may  be  much  bet- 
ter spent  than  in  reading  the  Documents  piled  up  here. 
Yet,  in  the  report  of  that  debate,  I  was  represented  as 
saying,  (hat,  like  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  did 
not — what  ?  pronounce  a  palinodia  ?  No,  sir,  not  at  all — 
but,  that,  like  him,  I  did  not  read  the  Documents.     Sir, 
nobody  reads  the  Documents — for  this  plain  reason,  that 
no  man  can  read  them — and  if  he  could,  he  could  hardly 
be  worse  employed.    Sir,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  Do- 
cuments are  printed  that  they  may  be  printed,  not  that 
they  may  be  read. 

And  now,  sir,  comes  another  charge,  about  the  misera- 
ble oppressed  inhabitants  of  Ireland.    This  subject  has 
been  mentioned  to  me,  by  no  gentleman  on  the  other 
side,  except  a  member  from  Mari'land— from  the  Eastern 
shore  of  Maryland,  [Mr.  Kana]'  who  is,  not  only  by  the 
courtesy  of  this  House,  but  is  in  Bict,  a  gentleman.    He, 
in  Committee  on  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House,  ex- 
pressed to  me  his  astonishment  that  what  I  said  on  that 
occasion  could  have  been  so  much  misundei-stood  and 
misrepresented — tliat  he  heard  me  most  distinctly.  I  now 
call  on  any  member  who  understoo<l  me  differently,  at  the 
time,  to  rise  in  lii;;  place  and  say  so.     [Here  Mr.  R.  paus- 
ed for  reply.    None  being  given,  and  some  friends  tiav- 
ing  said  aeross  the  seats,  that  no  member  could  or  would 
say,  that  he  had  understood  Mr.  U.  as  he  had  been  misre- 
presented, Mr.  \i,  went  on.]     Without  meaning  to  plead 
TO — that  is  without  meaning  to  admit,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  press,  in  the  extent  which  it  arrogates  to  itself^  I  am 
perfectly  sensible  that  no  man  is  above  public  opinion. 
Gnd  furbid  that  any  man  in  this  country  shall  ever  be 
able  to  brave  it — and  I  regret  that  any  one  should  have 
supposed  me  capable  of  uttc  ring  such  sentiments.    So  far 
from  ii,  I   have  b«.en  the  steady',  firm,  constant,  and  stre- 
nrious  advocate,  to  the  best  of  my  poor  ability,  of  the  <jp- 
prciscd  People  of  Ireland.     And  why  ?    For  the  reason  I 
ktaled  on  a  former  occa*<ion.     They  fought  our  battles, 
air.     I  have  known  and  esteemed  many  of  them.     Some 
of  them  have  been— they  are  dead  ;  and  others  are  liv- 
ing, among  my  warmest  friends  and  best  neighbors.     In 
the  course  of  a  not  uneventful  life,  I  have  seen  many 
things,  but  I  have  yet  to  see  that  rata  avis  in  lirriS'—l 
have  seen  a  black  stvan — an  Irish  Tory.     I  have  known 
tones  of  every  description.     Yes,  sir,  and  some  even  in 
Virginia— even   we   had  a  few  of  them  during  the  lievo- 
lution,  but  too  few  to  |>ive  us  any  trouble  or  alarm — but 
I  never  have  yet  seen  an  Irish  Tor}',  or  the  man  who  had 
ieen  one.  Sir,  I  don't  read  the  newspapers — I  don't  read 
fciitlemca's  speeches,  and  then  come  here  to  answer 
BuiD.    But  I  am  extremly  pleased,  nay,  fl%ttereda  in  the 
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this  WM  the  '<  head  and  front  of  mv  oflending,"  and,  if 
the  gentleman  has  hts  apparatus  ready*  I  am  prepared  to 
underfi^  any  form  of  execution  which  bis  humanity  will 
allow  him  to  inflict,  or  which  even  hb  justice  m«y  award. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  cannot  expect  that 
1  shall  follow  him  tlirough  his  elaborate  detail  of  the  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  this  Goremment.     The   House, 
howcTer,  will  permit  me  to  obsenre,  that  there  was  a  hi- 
atus—noi^  deflmduM,  I  do  not  doubt,  but  certainly  not 
deeply  lamented  by  me— a  hiatus  which  embraces  the 
whole  period  of  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson .    I 
am  not  going  into  the  question  of  these  expenses ;  1  will 
stir  no  such  matter.     Demands  which  have  dogged  the 
doors  of  the  I'reasury  so  long  and  so  persenringly  as  that 
they  have  been  at  length  allowed,  some  from  motives  of 
policy,  others  to  get  nd  of  importunate  and  sturdy  beg- 
gani--although  they  were  disallowed  under  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Administration.     But,  sir,  if  every  claim  tliat  gets 
through  this  House,  or  is  allowed  bv  this  Government, 
after  ^ears  of  importunity,  (some  of  them  ot  thirty  vears' 
standmg)  is  for  thst  reason  considered  by  the  gentleman 
as  a  just  chum,  and  fit  to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  my 
notions  of  justice,  and  of  sound  precedent,  differ  greatly 
from  his.     I,  too,  sir,  am  as  much  opposed  as  he  can  be 
to  what  is  truly  called  the  prodigality  of  parsimony.   The 
gentleman  thinks  the  salaries  of  our  foreif-  «''—'-' 
too  low,  and  therefore,  that  they  must 
these  allowances  from  the  contingent  fund-— out 
is  called  the  secret  service  money.    The  gentleman  is 
rieht  as  to  the  existeiice  of  such  a  fund.    It  was  appoint- 
ed, and  pethaps  properly,  for  Washington  was  to 'be  the 
flrst  who  was  charged  with  its  disbursement.     But,  sir, 
our  early  Presidents  always  made  it  a  point  of  honor  to 
return  this  fund  untouched.    They  said  to  the  nation, 
you  trusted  me  with  your  purse,  1  fkave  had  no  occasion 
to  use  it,  here  it  is  i  count  the  money  t  there  is  as  much 
by  tale  and  as  much  by  weight,  as  I  received  from  you*- 
but  was  it  ever  dream't  that  such  a  fund  was  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
furnish  him  with  the  means  of  rewarding  liis  favorites  ? 
No,  sir  i  it  was  to  pay  those  waiters  and  chamber-maids, 
and  evesdroppers,  and  parasites,  and  panders,  that  the 
gentleman  told  us  of  on  the  other  side  of  the  water— 4ind 
there  it  might  be  all  very  right  and  proper— but  not  here, 
sir,  because  we  flatter  ourselves,  that  the  state  of  morals 
•  in  this  country  is  such  as  to  save  us  from  any  such  neces- 
sity.   No  gentleman  would  understimd  him  as  ppeaking 
of  the  sums  whicli  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  di? 
ferent  Presidentia  ^  >  ▼^■t  amount,  for  the  purpose  of 
negotiating  witli  the  Barbary  Powers,  &c.  {  out  of  that 
amount  set  apart,  and  generally  known,  as  secret  service 
money.     Mr.  Jefferson  used  a  small  portion  of  this  fund 
one  year,  to  pay  some  expense  in  relation  to  Burr's  con- 
spiracy, which  was  not  ailov^ed  at  the  I'reasury.     Sir, 
with  regard  to  the  old  billiard  table,  which  is  said  to 
have  cost  some  fifty  dollars,  it  is  a  subject  I  should  never 
have,  mentioned.     I  consider  that  game  as  a  healthy,  noian- 
ly,  rational  mode  of  exercise,  when  the  weather  is  such 
:is  to  confine  us  within  doors.     I  shall  certainly  never 
join  in  any  cant  or  clamor  against  it.     1  look  upon  it  as  a 
suit:tble  pieoe  of  furniture  in  the  house  of  any  gentleman 
who  can  Afford  it,  where  it  is  allowed  by  law,  as  it  is  here 
and  throughout  the  Statd  of  Maryland  ;  and  I  should  be 
sorry^  if  we  were  to  proscribe  that  manly  and  innocent 
amusement.     If  {  iiave  anv  objection  to  tiiat  item,  it  is 
that  such  a  pitiful  article  should  have  been  bought     I 
would  have  given  luro  one  that  cost  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  I  would  have  voted  the  appropriation  witii  cheerful- 
ness.    My  objection  to  such  a  charge,  is,  that  it  is  a  shab- 
by affair,  and  looks  too  much  like  a  sneaking  attempt  to 
propitiate,  by  the  cheapness  of  the  thing,  popular  dis- 
pleasure.    The  attempt  to  keep  the  thing  out  of  sight, 
pnly  makes  the  matter  still  worse.      I  do  not   charge 


the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  with  tny  aidi  ratoi 
tion,  but  this  seems  to  me  to  be  too  simII  »  mittet.  I 
woidd  strike  at  higher  game.  The  gcotleinw  ftm}^ 
sachusetts  says  that  Franklin  received  a  higher  cm^ 
sation  than  Mr.  Adams  and  other  Ministers  of  ihoe  timei 
He  did,  sir,  and  what  was  the  answer  which  th»t  shrcf  d 
and  sensible  man  gave  (for  Poor  Richud  M  thtji  b 
eye  to  the  main  chance)  when  his  accounts  were  scmti. 
nised  into,  and  his  receipts  wsre  deemed  cxwbilttt!  ft 
was  this,  sir  -  Thou  ahalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  that  tittd. 
etli  out  the  com.  The  very  answer,  sir,  lh>t  I  m;sdf 
gave  in  Morrison's  Hotel,  in  Dublin,  to  a  sqaatea  and 
an  agent.  For  a  description  of  theic  tsw|w  rf  ibc 
plagues  of  Ireland,  see  Miss  Bdgworth--del^htH  in- 
genious, charming,  sensible,  witty,  inimitiblMbocgli  not 
unimitated.  Miss  Edgworth.  When  descnhing  At »«. 
ry  of  the  South  and  West  of  Irehrnd,  th»t  1  hadhtelj 
travelled  over,  I  was  asked,  and  what  vooMjwdc, 
pray,  sir.  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  ?  wilhtnsirtlainMe 
but  Miss  Edgworth  can  describe,  and  th»t  bo  ok  tw 
has  not  been  in  Ireland  can  conceive.  My  reply  re, 
would  unmuzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  J«  corn ;  ad 
I  had  like  to  have  got  myself  into  a  ^^pj^^ 
any  one  who  has  been  in  Irctend  will  wsdily  undenufc. 
Yes.  sir,  I  was  disposed  to  g^ve  to  the  h^jeH  mI^ 


ign  Ministers  are  ghivering,  half-starved  Irish  laborer,  lomcthii^ttejj^ 
t  be  eked  out  by  portion  of  the  product  of  his  toil,  of  the  podact «  w 
nd--out  ot  what    Und  on  which  he  breathes,  but  docs  nothvf,topdrj 


tuak  into  his  stomach,  clothes  upon  h'«  ^^V"^^!?; 
thing  like  a  house  over  his  head,  instead  of  Uiet^-^ 
pigsty,  that  is  now  his  only  habitation-ibeHtf  it  «^*; 
and  this  was  just  the  last  remedy  that  mi  ina  i?f  ' 
middle  man,  or  tythe-proctor,  or  absentee,  fsap 
scribe  or  submit  to.  «,i , 

But,  Sir,  to  return.  "  These  salaries  are  too 


cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman.  There  aW  - 

stone  of  such  a  question— it  is  the  avidity  w©  » - 

those  situationa  are  sought— I  will  notsay  by  i»«ft'^ 


this  House— we  are  hardly  deemed  of  w^^^^^  ^ 
fill  them.  Sir,  so  long  as  these  ^'^^'P  "^^^^ 
sought  with  avidity— so  long  as  members  of  Co«F^ 
not  of  this  House  only,  or  chiefly,  winbow.snac.  ►- 
and  duck,  and  fawn,  atid  get  out  of  the  way  a  »P;»^ 
vote,  or  lend  a  helping-  hand  at  a  p»n^*»;"8'*^^''^j 
these  places,  I  never  will  consent  to  cn»'8^\'I*7;u 


Uched  to  them.     Small  as  the  gentleman 


telb  itf'^ 


salaries  are,  I  will  take  it  on  me  to  say,  t*»***f  ^i- 
times  as  great  as  the  nett  proceeds  of  h»* ***"*' ^.^ 
any  planter  On  the  Roanoke.  But,  then,  « "J  ^^^ 
that  they  live  at  St.  Petersburgh  and  Lon^^^  J^'^g 
living  there  is  very  expensive.  Well,  »f»  ^  ^^ 
them  there  ?  Who  pressed  them  to  jfo  theft  ^ 
they  impressed,  sir  f  Were  they  Ukcn  w  «^. 
gang,  on  Tower  hill,  knocked  down,hamlcut!N  ^ 
cd  on  board  of  a  tender,  and  told  that  they  ro«|-**^ 
pay  and  rations  wliich  his  Majesty  was  P^*=*f^  ,i  ^ 
No  such  thing,  sir.  I  will  now  quit  this  wbjecv;^, 
only  this,  that  our  Minister,  [Mr.  Adams]  ^^^^^\ 
constructive  journey— that,  I  think,  is  the  P'JJ^j^:^ 
means  neither  more  nor  less  tlum  a  journey  wm 
ver  performed.  , 

[Here  Mr.  Everett  made  a  gesture  of  dissei"']^  ^ 
The  gentleman  shakes  his  head.  Sir,  **  ^ 
more  of  this  hereafter,  hut  I  wifl  «»»»\?7  ^L- 
cally.  If  the  gentleman  in  qucsUon,  while  ne^_ 
at  St.  Petersburgh,  could  make  the  journey '^P.^. 
him,  it  beats  tlie  famous  journey  from  ^^^^^^^y 
ya,  as  far  as  some  disUnce,  however  »»all,  ^^ 
distance  whatever.    Sir,  if  a  gentleman  from^  ^^  J  | 


goes  to  Georgetown,  or  to  Alexandna,  )»»  ^J 
Bladensburg,  I  will  acknowledge  that  he  pen^j^^.; 
ome  sense,  a  sort  of  journey.    Bai  < 

this  ciiy,  and  never  stffs  out  of  n- 
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will  not  now  press  this  matter  further— others  will  do 
more  justice  to  it — de  minimU  rum  curat.  I 

PauU  majora  oanomiM. 
There  was  one  remark,  which  I  took  down  while  the 
l^entleman  was  speaking,  and  which  T  cannot  pass  hy. 
Who  that  gentleman  was,  described  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  who  proposed  to  him  that,  if  he 
would  move  to  raise  these  salaries,  that  gentleman 
would  Join  with  him  and  support  him,  I  cannot  conjec- 
ture or  divine.  Be  he  who  he  may,  I  will  venture  to 
fiay  thu«  much.  He  is  some  gentleman  who  expects  to 
be  sent  upon  some  mission  himself,  and,  with  great 
forecast  and  prudence,  he  was  calculating  to  throw  up- 
on  the  present  Administration,  beforehand,  all  the  odium 
of  the  mcrease  of  the  salary  which  he  hoped  to  finger. 
1  am  disposed  to  be  more  just  to  the  gentleman  and  to  the 
Administration,  because  I  believe  that  he  will  get  full 
as  much  as  he  may  deserve,  and  they  have  full  as  much 
weight  as  tliey  can  carry,  without  adding  to  it  another 
feather. 

Sir,  I  am  afraid  I  may  be  charged  with  some  want  of 
continuity,  but,  what  I  have  to  say,  is  at  least  as  relevant, 
aye,   snd  as  pertinent,  too,  to  the  subject  before  the 
I  louse,  as  the  handbill  which  the  gentleman  resd,  till  his 
delicacy  would  permit  him  to  read  no  farther,  though  I  must 
confess  I  thought  that  he  had  already  gone  so  far,  that 
there  was. no  vitima  TkuU  beyond.    Sir,  the  gentleman 
might  have  spared  himself  this  last  exertion  of  nis  delica- 
cy, and  even  have  read  to  the  end.     There  could  be 
nothing  more  gross  behind,  than  what  we  had  already 
lieard,  and  were  to  hear,  in  the  case  of  the  ill-fated 
Queen  of  France.     The  gentleman  with  much  gravity, 
with   some  dexterity,  and  with  great  plausibility,   but 
aeainst  certain  principles  which  I  have  held  in  this  House, 
ab  ovo,  and  which  I  shall  continue  to  hold,  tuque  ad  mala, 
till  I  leave  the  feast,  spoke  of  the  headlong  commence- 
'    ment  of  the  Opposition,  before  the  Administration  could 
give  reasonable  caueeof  discontent.     Sir,  1  have  now  no 
palinodia  to  sing  or  to  chaunt  upon  that  subject.    I  drew 
my  conclusions  Trom  th.Ht  fountain  which  never  failed  an 
'    observing  and  a  sa£paciuus  man,  and  which,  even  the  sim- 
'    pie  and  inexperienced  (and  I  among  the  rest"!  may  drink 
at — it  is  nature  and  human  life.  I  saw  distinctly,  from  the 
bcginiiing,  that,  if  we  permitted  this  Administration— >if 
;    we  listened  to  those  who  cried  to  us  "wait,  wait,  there 
>  is  a  lion  in  the  path,"  (and,  sir,  there  always  is  a  lion  in 
i  the  path,  to  the  sluggard,  and  to  the  dastard,)  and  which 
^.  cry  was  seconded,  no  doubt,  by  many  who  wished  to 
il  know  how  tne  land  lay  before  they  ran  for  a  port— on 
I  which  side  victory  would  incline^  before  they  sounded 
%  their  horn  of  triumph — if  we  had  thus  waited.  Sir,  the 
I  situation  of  the  country  would  have  been  very  different 
f  from  what  it  is  now.     Sir»  there  was  a  great  race  to  be 
p  run — if  you  will  permit  me  to  draw  an  illustration  from  a 
'^  sport  to  which  I  have  been  much  addicted — one  in  which 
fill  the  p^ntlemen  in  Virginia,  when  we  had  gentlemen 
in  Virgmia,  deltghled,  and  of  which  I  am  yet  very  fond — 
I  mean  from  tlie  turf— and  it  must  be  lost,  or  won,  a«  the 
greatest  race  in  this  country  was  won — I  mean  the  race 
on  Long  Island,  which  I  saw,  and  that  was  by  running 
every  inch  of  the  ground — by  going  off  at  score — by  fol- 
,  lowing  the  policy  of  Purdy.      Purdy,  Sir,  was  a  man  of 
sound  sense,  and  practical  knowledge — a  man  ofcom- 
;lnon  sense,  I  mean,  and  worth  a  thousand  of  your  old 
]ftud  practised  statesman,  and  "  premature*'  gentlemen, 
iv/ho  never  arrive  at  maturity— 4ind  who,  meaning  to  side 
With  tiie  next  Administration  in  case  of  our  success,  were 
Vievertheless  resolved  to  get  all  they  could,  in  the  mean- 
Itirne,  out  of  this.     Sir,  to  one  nf  these  trimming  gcntrj', 
LU  is  worse  than  death  to  force  him  to  take  sides  before  a 
clcur  indication  of  victory,  and  hence  the  cry  of  its  being 
»*  premature"  to  stir  the  question  of  the  next  Presidential 
i  etcction.    Sir,  if  we  had  set  off  one  session  later,  we 


should  not  have  had 
overtake,  and  pasi 
have  passed  the  wii 
Such  w  ould  have  ht 
push,  and  I  know  iM 
result,  and  chucldec 
tiian  one  of   these 


[Here  something  w 
hear,  and  to  which  \ 

rly,  that  he  had  not  M 
beg  the  gentleman^ 
cd  by  him,  I  never  irt 
derstand  him.     But,{ 
gentleman  from  Miui 
why  such  a  hue  and  i 
ministration  so  very  « 
differ  from  the  gentii 
say,  could  have  beenj 
hounds,  or,  rather,  ^ 
against  this  wise,  and 
ministration  \  these  pi 
consistency  \  and  hat 
they  lie  panting  and  ij 
until  they  realize  the! 
friends.     The  cause  a, 
ner  in  which  they  caij 
"  premature"  oppositi 
would  defy  all  the  p^ 
brought  them  to  this  p^ 
inal  sin  in  their  bwly  pol 
as  the  sin  of  our  firat  |M 
cleaveth  to  us  all.      Tl 
compose  the  party  cal 
formed  of  veiy  discords 
are  the  materials  of  the 
tration  ?  Nay,  of  the  Ac 
fcctly  homogeneous  ?  1 
raised  to  a  higher  statioi 
was  that  because  he  op[ 
election  of  the  present 
the  gentleman  from  Ma 
old  Republican  party  ir 
cessors  of  John  Langd 
us  !     They  know — but 
notkno.v — they  knov  i 
much  their  nMural  ally, 
erweening  oligarchy  a 
ally  of  Portugal,  agains 
and  though  they  left  ui 
ing  danger,  and  seeing  1 
er,  they  have  returned  I 
ed  allies.  Sir,  have  not 
Opposition,  ways  and  r 
obtain  influence  and  b 
whole  of  the  great  mas: 
the  gentleman  snys,  ih: 
adherents,  they  have  1 
upon  their  enemies  :  bt 
ancient  apothegm  tells 
tween  two  of  your  e 
friends.    In  the  one  ca 
decision,  to  make  a  fri 
Now,  sir,  our  able  and 
giving  a  loaf  and  a  fish 
when,  by  giving  them 
disoblige  another,  who 
— and  that,  sir,  is  the 
their  friends^ 

Permit  me,  sir,  agaii 
ministration  are  broug 
and  unprecedented  pr 
they  alone,  ofmll  the  1 
this  country,  find  the 


House  of  Cong^resf ,  when  the  very  wont  of  their  prede- 
cessors kept  a  nujority  till  midnight  on  the  3d  or  the  4th 
of  March,  whichever  you  may  please  to  call  it  ?    Ay,  sir, 
under  the  Administraticin  to  which  I  allude,  there  were 
none  of  those  compunctious  visitings  of  nature,  at  the  at- 
tacks made  on  private  character.     We  had  no  chapter  of 
Lamentations  then,  on  the  ravHging  and  desolating  war  on 
the  fair  fame  of  all  the  wise,  virtuous,  and  good,  of  our 
land.     I1ie  notorious  Peter  Porcupine,  since  even  better 
known  as  William  Cobbttt,wa&  the  especial  proteg^  of  that 
Administration.     I  heard  them  say — I  do  not  mean  the 
Head  of  that  Administration,  but  one  of  its  leaders^that 
he  was  the  greatest  man  in  the  world «  and  I  do  not 
know,  sir,  that,  in  point  »f  sheer  natural  endowment,  he 
was  so  \ery  far  wrong.   Yes,  sir,  it  was  that  very  Cobbett, 
who  if  the  late  publications  may  be  trusted,  now  says  that 
Mr.  Adams  has  fifteen  hundred  slaves  in  Virginia.     Sir, 
was  there  any  slander  too  vile,  too  baae,  for  that  man  to 
fabricate  .'  I  remember  well  the  Nick-names  under  which 
we  passed— yes,  sir,  I  can  proudly  say,  we,  although  the 
humblest  in  the  ranks.  Mr.  Gallatin  was  Citotost  Guillo- 
TiHx,  with  U  petit  fenetrt  national,  at  his  back.  My  excel- 
lent and  able  colleague,  Mr.  Nicholas— one  of  the  purest 
and  most  pious  of  men,  who  afterwards  removed  to  the 
State  of  N.  York,  and  was  a  model  of  republicaa  virtue 
and  simplicity  that  might  have  adorned  the  beJt  days  of 
Sparta  or  of  Rome — he,  sir,  having  the  misfortune  to  lose 
an  eye,  was  held  up  to  ridicule  as  Poltphsmus.    You  are 
shocked  at  this,  sir,  but  let  me  tell  you  that  it  was  only  a 
little  innocent,  harmless,  fedoral  wit — and  the  author  was 
the  especial  protcgd  of  ''Government"  and  its  adherents. 
All  chuckled  over  the  Porcupine.    To  that  party  the  pre- 
sent incumbent  then  belonged — ^and  another   member  of 
this  pure  Administration.  My  venerable  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  was  Monsucra  Maco^  uith  a  cedilla  under  the 


man  favored  us  with  his  opinion  of  the  pmentstn^ 
Administration,  I  imagine  he  drew  it  from  i  coisfttr 
with  some  of  the  Administrations  which  preceded  it. 
convparison  with  some  of  them,  even  this  Administn 
is  great :  for  we  have  seen  the  least  of  all  possible  lli 
— the  poorest  of  all  poor  creatarc-s  that  crer  was  m 
factured  into  a  Head  of  a  Department  (aod  that's  a  1 
word)  a  member  of  a  former  Admiiiistration— almost 
tire  on  the  name.  1  his  personage,  as  1  bare  Tei)  h 
learned  in  imitation  of  another  great  man  from  the  s 
State,  took  groat  liberties,  in  public,  with  my  name,  t 
he  had  the  Atlantic  for  a  barrier,  the  Summer  before! 
Like  his  great  friend,  his  courage  shows  itself  ilireeth 
sand  miles  off.  It  is  in  the  ratio  of  the  squares  o/' the  £ 
tances  of  his  adversary.  Sir,  I  should  like  to  fi««  » 
how  he  would  have  looked,  if,  on  finishing  ins  hinng^ 
he  h:id  found  me  at  his  elbow.  I  think  I  can  cotux: 
how  he  would  have  felt 

Sir,  I  liave  much  to  say,  which  neither  luyovufo 
ness,  nor  my  regard  to  the  politeness  of  this  Hme,  • 
permit  me  now  to  say.  As  I  have  exonerated  thepnn 
pal  in  that  weifi^hty  affair  of  the  billiardtible,Iii«<! 
onerate  him  and  his  Lieutenant  from  eveiy  chaycojo 

lusioo in  the  first  insUnce  i  and,  if  it  is  »<^«'; 

will  state  the  reasons  for  my  opinion.  When  the  »u  ^ 
was  first  patched  up  between  the  two  great  leaders  cl  J 
East  and  West,  neither  of  the  high  contracting  l*- 
had  the  promotion  of  the  present  locumbeoiatailiBi'^ 
Sir,  I  speak  knowingly  as  to  one  of  these  l»rt)« '^ 
with  theliighest  degree  of  moral  probability  of  tie-'- 
Can  it  be  necessaiy  that  I  prove  this  ?  TheiW?-';*; 
itself  The  object  was  to  bring  in  one  of  ibef*^  ^ 
the  compact,  whom  tiie  Constitution  ■aobseji^'  7 
eluded  and  of  course  to  provide  fbrthcotbcf.  ^T' 
tleman,  then  of  this  House,  was  the  csnJkfcJ*  «J^J 
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to  mark  him  the  more  for  a  Frenchman.     I  forget  the    the  last  hotjr,  cast  many  a  longing,  *l*bo»ig^«*^ 


cognomen  of  the  learned  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr 
LiviNosTOH  (]  I  know  that  he  was  never  spared  :  I  re- 
member well  my  own  ;  I  wish,  sir,  it  was  applicable  now, 
for  I  was  then  a  boy.     Eveiy  sanctuary  was  mvadcd.     As 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  every  epithet  of  vituperation  was  ex- 
hausted upon  him.     He  was  an  Atheist,  a  Frenchman  : 
we  were  all  Atheists  and  Traitors  ;  our  names  and  cause, 
associated  with  the  Cann.bals  and  Cannibalism  of  the  Rc- 
vohitionary  Tribunal,  and  all  the  atrocities,  the  most  atro- 
cious and  revolting  of  which  has  tlds  day  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  chaste  imagination  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.     Yes,  fsir,  then,  as  t::.vv,  a  group  of 
horrors  was  pressed  upon  the  public  in lup nation  to  prop 
the  sinking  cause  of  adesptrate  Administration.     Heli- 
gion  and  Order  were  to  be  subverted  ;  the  National  Debt 
to  be  sponged  ;  at.d  the  Countr}*  to  be  drenched  in  its 
best  blood  by  .Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  Jacobin  adherents. 
E%-cn  good  men,  and  not  unwise  men,   were  brought  to 
believe  this.     Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected — and  we  know 
what  followed.     Hut  this,  sir,  it  may  be  snid,  was  not  done 
by  our  own-  people — it  was  done  by   foreign  hirelings, 
merccnarjcs.     Sir,  it  is  not  only  of  this  description  of 
persons  that  1  speak.     It  was  done  in  the  glorious  clays 
of  the  Sedition  Law  ami  the  black  cockade,  when  we 
found  in  GenernI  Slice  and  his  Legion,  protection  against 
the  Frztorian  bands  of  the  Administration.     These  brave 
fellows  were  many  of  them  Irish  or  German,  and  most 
of  them  of  Irish  or  German  parentage,  chiefly  from  the 
Northern  Liberties,  Uien  the  strong  hold  of  Republican- 
ism ;  and,  therefore,  branded  with  the  opprobious  name 
of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoiiie  the  most  Jacobin  qtiarter 
of  Paris. 

Sir,  at  the  very  time  that  the  act  noted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mtfs-tachusetts  was  passed,  (May,  1800 >  when 
Professor  Cooper  was  escoited  to  jail,  a  victim  of  the  Sedi- 
tion  Ijiw,  the  New  York  eU  ction,  then,  as  of  late,  rung  the 
knell  of  the  departing  Adminiilration.  Sir,  wheu  the  gentle- 


ing  look,  with  outstreched  neck,  towiris  I^' 
Jugulo  quasita  negaiur — to  discover  whether  or^ 
should  be  one  upon  the  list.    Sir,  It  is  impow^^'^ ' 
could  in  the  first  insUncc,  have  looked  to  the  el«:^ 
of  another,  or  have  designed  to  promote  the  vie»s' ' 
man  but  in  subserviency  to  his  own.    Sir,  cofija*^ 
forbids  it.     llu»,  sir,  al  I  these  calculations,  bo*''^', 
ful,  and  Dbxoivri  could  not  have  made  belter,  i 
failed.     Mr.  Crawford  tnost  obstinately,  swl  unrtijo  • 
I  confess,  refused  to  die.     It  was  certainly  ^^"^'1 
ing  in  him.  I  saw  him  before  I  went  abroad,  M'!'*^^ 
it  was  an  hundred  to  one  that  he  could  not  JJ^;: .  I 
Summer  :  he  was  then  dead  to  every  purp;»aCi  P-:  -^  | 
private.     Louisiana  refused  to- vote  as  ubstinatfi'^^ 
Crawford  refused  to  die  ;  and  so  the  g«"^'*'^'.  .* 
eluded.  It  was  then  that  Mr.  Adams  wasfirsttss^j^j 
tk  pis  alter,  which  we  pUnters  of  the  South  tf*'  ' 
hand  plant.  ^,  .-f, ' 

Sir,  I  have  a  right  to  know— I  hsd  s  long  »^   ^i  i 
an  interview  with  the  very  great  roan— b'jl  J'^^^i 
subject — no  sir— it  was  about  business  of  lhi«  H"^  j^j 
he  so  far  descended,  or  I  should  rather  say  «>'**' '*'/rt| 
a  man,  condescended,  as  to  eleciionccr  f""  "  ;^ 
He  said  to  me,  among  other  matters,  'fyf*  ,^^1^* 
will  give  us  of  the  West  any  other  roan  "J*""'  j^jK 
cy  Adams  for  Pi*esidcnt,  we  will  s"PP°^.   ujivje 
man  deny  Ibis  who  darc^4>ut  remember,  *"!»  !V,,"i,|( 
peeled  to  be  a  candidate  before  the  House  I«d»':^  ,; 
will  give  us  any  otiier  man.     Sir,  the  ge""^^^  j.  ,|l 
tion  can  have  no  disposition  to  deny  it*   ^  Vi  ->  -J 
when  he  and  the  present  incumbent  were  P"'^"'^,  J 
against  each  other,  and  Mr.  Adsms  ^•"'"^j.pfa 
ancc,  and  clapped  his  wings  against  the  ^    ,,  f| 
tuck  v.     Sir,   I  knew  this  to  be  a  s''*"^,  ,,j.| 
pression.     I  did  not  take  it  litewily..  /  ^^f'^^ 
derst')od  the  meaning  to  be  that  Virg«'W»  ?^.,\; 
nuoua  support  of  Mr.  Crawford,  » ouid  w""  * 
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cess  of  Mr.  Adams.  *'  Any  other  man,  sir,  besides  John 
Q.uincy  Adams."  Now,  as  neither  Mr.  Crawford  nor 
General  Jackson,  in  the  end,  proved  to  be  "any  other 
man*' — it  follows  clearly  who  any  other  man  was,  viz  ; 
Dne  other  man — ideMt  myself,  as  a  gentleman  once  said  in 
this  House,  we  will  support  him.  But,  sir,  as  soon  as  this 
igomet  was  out  of  the  question,  we  of  the  South  lost  all 
our  influence,  and  ••  we  of  the  West"  gfave  us  of  the 
South  this  verv  John  Quincy  Adams  for  President,  and 
received  from  him  the  ver}*  oflSce,  which,  beingp  held  by 
liim,  we  of  the  West  assigned  as  the  cause  ofbur  stipport, 
considering  it  to  be  a  sort  of  reversionary  interest  in  the 
Presidency.  (See  the  letter  to  Mr.  F.  Brooke.)  It  was  in- 
deed "  ratsbane  in  our  mouth,"  but  we  swallowed  the 
arsenic.  Sir,  a  powerful  party  in  New  England  was  equal- 
ly opposed  to  Mr.  Adams — the  high  Federal  party,  or  the 
Bssex  Junto,  so  called — all  the  successors  of  the  George 
Cabots,  and  Caleb  Strongs,  and  Stephen  Higginsons— I 
should  rather  say  their  representatives,  and  all  their  sur- 
iriving  coadjutors,  were  against  him,  with  one  exception, 
\nd  that  was  an  honest  man,  of  whom  it  was  said  in  this 
House,  that  he  ought  to  desire  no  other  epitaph  but  that 
which  might  truly  be  inscribed  on  his  toifib.  '*Here  lies 
the  man  who  was  honored  by  the  friendship  of  Washing* 
ton,  and  the  enmity  of  his  successor."  S'r,  who  perse- 
cuted the  name  of  Hamilton  while  living,  and  followed 
him  beyond  the  grave  ?  The  father  and  the  son.  Who  were 
the  persecutors  of  Fisher  Ames,  whose  very  grave  was 
haunted,  as  if  by  vampyres  ?  Both  father  and  son.  Whoat- 
tennptcd  to  libel  the  present  Chief  Justice,  and  procure  his 
impeachment — making  the  seat  of  John  Smith,  of  Ohio, 
the  peg  to  iHing  the  impeachment  on  ?  The  son  ?  Sir,  T, 
IS  one  of  the  grand  jurj*,  and  my  collcafrue,  [Mr.  Gihxett] 
were  called  upon  by  tlie  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Senate,  in  Smith's  case,  [Mr.  Adams]  to  testify  in  that 
case.  [Here  bomething  was  said  that  our  reporter  could  not 
hear.]  This  was  one  of  the  early  oblations  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent  on  the  altar  of  his  new  political  church.  Who 
accused  his  former  Federal  associates  of  a  traitorous  con- 
spiracy with  the  British  authorities  in  Canada,  to  dismem- 
ber the  Union  ?  The  present  incumbent.  Yet  ail  is  for- 
given him  {  Hamilton,  Ames,  Marshall,  themselves  accus- 
5ed  of  treason— all  is  forgiven  ;  and  thes«  men,  (with  one 
exception)  now  support  him — and  for  what  }  Sir,  I  will 
take  the  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
Virginia — and  on  that  letter,  and  on  facts  which  are  noto- 
rious as  the  sun  at  noonday,  it  must  be  established  that 
:herc  was  a  collusion,  and  a  corrupt  cpUusion,  between 
lie  principals  in  this  affair.  I  do  not  say  the  agreement 
ivas  a  written  or  even  a  verbal  one — 1  know  that  the  lang- 
^uage  of  the  pott  is  true— that  men,  who  "meet  to  do  a 
Jamned  deed,"  cannot  bring  even  themselves  to  speak 
jf  it  in  distinct  terms— they  cannot  call  a  spade,  a  spade 
—but  eke  out  their  unholy  purposes  with  dark  hints,  and 
nuendoes,  and  sign^  and  shrugs,  where  more  is  meant 
ban  meets  the  ear.  Sir,  this  person  was  willing  to  take 
iny  man  who  would  becure  the  end  that  he  had  in  view, 
ne  takes  office  under  Mr.  Adams,  and  that  very  office 
Loo  which  had  been  declared  to  be  in  the  line  of  safe 
precedent — thnt  very  office  which  decided  his  prefer- 
snce  of  Mr.  Adams.  Sir,  are  we  children  }  are  we  ba- 
t)ies  ?  can't  we  see  or  eat  an  apple-pic  without  spelling 
\nd  putting  the  letters  togetlier— .\,  p,  ap,  p,  I,  c,  pie, 
ipplc,  p,  i,  e,  pie,  apple-pie  ?  Sir,  the  fact  can  never 
be  got  over,  and  it  is  this  fact  which  alone  could  make 
this  Administration  to  rock  and  tntter  to  its  base,  in  spite 
of  the  indiscretion,  (to  say  no  worse)  in  spite  of  all  ihe 
indiscretion  of  its  adversaries.  Fur,  Sir,  there  never  was 
I  man  who  had  so  much  cause  as  General  Jackson  has 
liad  to  say,  **  save  me  from  my  friend.*),  and  I  will  take 
:are  of  my  enemies."  Yes,  Sir,  h<^  couUl  take  care  of 
tis  enemies— from  them  he  never  fcartf'd  danger  \  but 
Qot  of  his  friends    tX  least  of  some,  whose  vanity  has 


prompted  them  to  couple  their  obscure  names  with  his  ; 
and  it  is  because  he  did  take  care  of  his  enemiea^  who 
were  his  country's  enemies,  and  for  other  reasons,  which 
I  could  stato,  that  his  cause  is  now  espoused  by  that 
grateful  country.  But  General  Jackson  is  no  statesnuin. 
Sir,  I  deny  thnt  tliere  is  any  instance  on  record,  in  histo- 
ry, of  a  man  not  having  military  capacity,  being  at  the 
head  of  any  Government  with  advanta^  to  that  Govern- 
ment, and  with  credit  to  himself.  Sir,  there  is  a  great 
mistake  on  this  subject.  .  It  is  not  those  talents  which  en- 
able  a  man  to  write  books  and  make  speeches,  that  Ma- 
ble  him  to  preside  over  a  Government.  The  wittiest  of 
Poets  has  told  us  that 

**  All  a  Rhetorician*!  Rales 
T«i«b  0.1I7  how  to  name  his  Toclt.** 

We  have  seen  Professors  of  Rhetoric,  who  could  no 
doubt  descant  fluently  upon  the  use  of  these  said  tools ; 
yet  sharpen  them  to  so  wiry  an  edge  as  to  cut  their  own 
fingers  with  these  implements  of  their  trade.  Sir,  Thomas 
k  Bucket  was  as  brave  a  man  as  Henry  the  Second,  and, 
indeed,  a  braver  man — leas  infirm  of  purpose.  And  who 
were  the  Hildebrands,  and  the  rest  of  the  Papal  Free- 
booters, who  achieved  victory  after  victory  over  the 
proudest  Monarchs  and  States  of  Europe  }  Tliese  men 
were  brought  up  in  a  cloister,  perhaps,  but  they  were  en- 
dowed with  the  highest  of  all  the  gif^s  of  Heaven,  the 
capacity  to  lead  men,  whether  in  the  Senate  or  in  the 
field.  Sir,  it  is  one  and  the  same  faculty,  and  its  succesf* 
ful  display  has  always  received,  and  ever  will  receive, 
the  highest  honors  that  man  can  bes*.ow ;  and  this  will 
be  the  case,  do  what  you  will,  cant  what  you  may,  about 
military  chieftains  and  militar>'  domination.  So  long  as 
a  man  is  a  man,  the  victorious  defender  of  his  country 
will  and  ought  to  receive,  that  country's  suffrage,  for  all 
that  the  forms  of  her  Government  allow  her  to  bestow. 

Sir,  a  friend  said  to  me  not  long  since,  "Whjr,  General 
Jackson  can't  write" — "  admitted."  \  Pray,  sir,  can  you 
tell  me  of  any  one  that  can  write  :  for,  I  protest,  I  know 
nobody  that  can/)  Then  turning  to  my  friend,  I  said,  it 
is  most  true  that  General  Jackson  cannot  write,  (not 
that  he  can't  write  his  name,  or  a  letter,  &c.)  because  he 
has  never  been  taught  But  his  competitor  cannot  write, 
because  he  was  unteachable  :  for  he  has  had  every  ad- 
vantage of  education  and  study.  Sir,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, the  greatest  captain  and  negotiatcr  of  his  age — 
which  was  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.— and  who  may  rank  with 
the  gp-eatest  men  of  any  age  ;  whose  irresistible  manners 
and  address  triumphed  over  every  obstacle  in  council,  as 
his  military  prowess  and  conduct  did  in  tlie  field — sir,  this 
g^eat  man  could  not  even  spell,  and  was  notoriously  igno- 
rant of  all  that  an  under  graduate  must  know  \  but  which 
it  is  not  necessary  for  a  man  at  tlic  head  of  affairs  to  know, 
at  all.  Would  you  have  superseded  him  by  some  Scotch 
schoolmaster  ?  '  Sir,  gentlemen  forget  that  it  is  an  able 
helmsman  we  want  for  the  ship  of  State,  and  not  a  Profes- 
sor of  navigation  or  astronomy. 

Sir,  among  the  vulgpar  errors  that  ought  to  go  into  Sir 
Thomas  Brown's  book,  this  ought  not  to  be  omitted :  that 
learning  and  wisdom  arc  synonymous,  or  at  all  eauivalent. 
Knowledge  and  wisdom,  as  one  of  our  most  delightful 
poets  sings — 

**  Knowledgv  and  wiidoni,  Cir  Trora  being  on<*. 
Have  oft  time*  110  eonm-xion— knowledge  dwells 
In  heada  replete  witli  thoughts  of  oilier  men ; 
Wiidorn,  in  mind*  attentive  tu  their  own. 
Knowledge  it  proud  that  he  hat  U-uraed  w  much  ; 
Wisdom  It  humble  that  he  knows  no  more. 
Books  are  not  seldom  tal  i^mana  and  spells. 
By  whieh  the  magic  art  of  shrewder  wits 
Holds  the  unthinking  muUiiude  enchained.  ** 

And  not  books  only.  Sir,— speeches  arc  not  less  decep- 
tive. Sir,  I  not  only  consider  the  want  of  what  is  called 
learning  not  to  be  a  disqualification  for  the  commaiKl  in 
chief  in  civ^l  or  military  life,  bi>«*^l  do  consder  the  pos- 
session of  too  much  learning  to  be  of  most  misdiievous 


Gonteauence  to  nich  a  character  $  who  is  to  draw  from 
the  cabinet  of  his  own  sagacious  mind,  and  to  make  the 
learning  of  others,  or  whatever  other  qualities  they  may 
possess,  subservient  to  his  more  enlarged  and  vigorous 
views.  Such  a  man  was  Cromwell-— such  a  maii  was 
Washington.  Not  learned,  but  wise.  Their  understand- 
ings were  not  clouded  or  cramped,  but  had  fair  play. 
Their  errors  were  the  errors  of  men,  not  of  school  boys 
and  pedants.  Sir,  so  far  from  the  want  of  what  is  called 
education  being  a  very  strong  .objection  to  a  man  at  the 
bead  of  affairs,  over-education  constitutes  a  still  stronger 
objection.  [In  the  case  of  a  lady  it  is  fata).  Heaven  de- 
fend me  from  an  over-educated,  accomplished  lady.  Tes, 
air,  accomplished  indeed,  for  she  is  finished  for  all  the 
duties  of  a  wife,  or  mother,  or  mistiess  of  a  ftmily.  ]  Sir, 
we  hear  much  of  military  usurpation,  of  military  despo- 
tism—of  the  sword  of  a  conqueror — of  Caesar — and  Crom- 
well—«nd  Bonaparte.  Wliat  little  I  know  of  Roman  bis- 
tory  has  been  gathered  chiefly  from  the  surviving  letters 
of  the  great  men  of  that  day— of  Cicero  especially— and 
I  freely  confess  to  you,  that,  if  I  had  then  lived,  and  Been 
compelled  to  take  sides,  I  must,  though  very  reluctantly, 
have  sided  with  Caesar,  rather  than  take  Pompey  tor  my 
roaster.  Sir,  it  wns  the  interest  of  the  house  of  Stuart — 
and  tbey  were  long  enough  in  power  to  do  it — to  black- 
en the  character  of  Cromwell— that  great,  and,  I  must 
add,  bad  man.  But,  sir,  the  detU  nimself  is  not  so  black 
aa  be  Is  sometimes  painted.  But  who  would  not  rather 
have  obeyed  Cromwell,  than  that  self-styled  Parliament, 
which  obtained  a  title  too  indecent  for  me  to  name,  but 
bjr  which  it  is  familiarly  known  and  mentioned  in  all  the 
historians,  from  that  to  this  day.  Sir,  Cromwell  fell  un- 
der a  temptation,  perhaps  too  strong  for  the  nature  of 
man  to  resist— but  he  was  an  angel  of  light  to  either  of 
the  Stuarts— the  one  whom  he  brought  to  the  block  ;  or 
his  son,  a  yet  worse  man,  the  bhickest  and  foulest  of  mis- 
creants that  ever  polluted  a  throne.  It  has  been  the  po- 
licy of  the  house  of  Stuart  and  their  successors— it  is  the 
policy  of  Kings— to  vilify  and  blacken  the  memory  and 
character  of  Cromwell.  But  the  cloud  is  rolling  away. 
We  no  longer  consider  Hume  as  deserving  of  the  slight^ 
est  credit.  Cromwell  was  "  guiltless  of  his  country's 
blood."  His  was  a  bloodless  usurpation.  To  doubt  his 
sincerity  at  the  outset,  from  his  subsequent  fall,  would 
be  madncas— religious  fervor  was  the  prevailing  temper 
and  fashion  of  the  times.  Cromwell  was  an  usurper,  'tis 
granted  ;  but  he  had  scarcely  any  choice  lef^  him.  His 
sway  was  every  way  preferable  to  that  miserable  corpse 
of  a  Parliament,  that  he  turned  out,  as  a  gentleman  would 
turn  off  a  drunken  butler  and  his  fellows,  or  the  penmon- 
ed  tyrant  that  succeeded  him— a  dissolute,  depraved  bi- 
got and  hypocrite,  who  was  outwardly  a  Protestant  and 
at  heart  a  Papist.  He  lived  and  died  one,  while  preten- 
ding  to  be  a  son  of  the  church  of  England,  aye,  and  swore 
to  it,  and  died  a  periured  roan.  Sir,  if  I  must  have  a  mas- 
ter, give  me  one  wnom  I  can  respect  rather  than  a  knot 
of  knavish  Attorneys.  Sir,  Bonaparte  was  a  bad  man  ; 
but  I  would  rather  have  had  Bonaparte  than  such  a  set  of 
corrupt,  intriguing,  public  phindereri  as  he  turned  adrift. 
The  Senate  of  Rom&— the  Parliament  of  England— *<  the 
Councils  of  Elders  and  of  Youngsters"— the  Legislature 
of  France— all  made  themselves  first  odious  and  then  con- 
temptible ;  and  then  comes  an  usurper,  and  this  is  the 
natural  end  of  a  corrupt  civil  Government. 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  possess  great  learning, 
combined  with  inveterate  professional  habits,  and  who 
are,  (ipso  facto^  or  perhaps  1  should  rather  say  //mm 
/ocfis,  for  I  must  speak  accurately  as  I  speak  before 
a  Professor)  disqualified  fur  any  but  secondary  parts 
any  where— even  in  the  Cabinet:  Cardinal  liichelieu 
was,  what  ?  A  Priest.  Ves,  sir,  but  what  a  Priest  !— 
Oxenstlern  was  a  Chancellor.  He  it  >Aas  who  sent  his 
son  abroad  to  see— ^uizm  T^otva  aapieniia  regiiur  munr 


Au — with  how  little  wisdom  this  wodd  is  gwnwd.- 
This  Administration  seemed  to  hare  ctleulatedtbiteven 
less  than  that  little  would  do  for  us.    The  gtntlena&  ail- 
ed it  a  strong,  an  able  Cabinet— second  to  nooe  but 
Washington's  first  Cabinet.    Sir,  I  cmild  birdly  kok  at 
him  for  blusiiing.     What,  sir,  isGsllatinat  the  hod  i( 
the  Treasury— Madison  in  the  Beputment  d  Siiu 
The  mind  of  an  accomplished  and  an  acute  diilectl»', 
of  an  able  lawyer,  or,  if  you  please,  of  a  great  pb)  ski- 
may,  by  the  long  continuance  of  one  puwi»t-of  o?*. 
tnun  of'^idea^— have  its  habiU  so  inTCtentely  fixd,  i' 
effectually  to  disqualify  the  possessor  for  tUecomiMDdcf 
the  councils  of  a  country.    He  may,  neverthelea,  nukt 
an  admirable  chief  of  a  bureau— an  excellent  man  of  di*i 
—which  the  chief  ought  never  to  be.   A  nw  rosy  k 
capable  of  making  an  able  and  ingenious  aipiKnl  on  mj 
subject  within  the  sphere  of  his  knovlrdge-,H  k^. 
every  now  and  then  the  master  sophist  will  »«*rt,u  I »« 
seen  him  start,  at  the  monstrous  condasioM  to  ihseiu 
own  artificial  reason  liad  brought  himself.  ButtJw,sc, 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  natural  candor  JudiaiT 
ness  of  mind.     Sir,  by  words  and  figures  yw  mj  pJo« 
just  what  you  please  ?  but  it  often  and  most  gcnen-J 
isUiefact,  that,  in  proportion  as  a  propos»li(»Bi<»i  ■ 
or  mathematically  true,  it  is  politically  and  comm»«:* 
cally  (or  rather  nonsensically)  false.   The  tiknt  f ti^ 
enables  a  man  to  write  a  book,  or  make  » 8pie:li,  u^ 
more  relation  to  the  leading  of  an  army  "  ^cmte,  i^ 
it  has  to  the  dressing  of  a  dinner.    The  wcnttj^^j* 
a  man  to  head  a  Government,  is  the  Ulent  lor  uiw 
agement  of   men— a  mere  dialectician  never  tea, 
never  will  have  it :  both  requires  th«  bmm  <kg^ 
courage,  though  of  different  kinds,    "^^'^f^, 
degree  of  moral  courage  is  required  for  ***^f^^^ 
ernment.      I  have  been  amused  when  1  mw***;  , 
dialecticians,  after  assorting  their  w*»"J*7" ".    u^- 
of  wise  men,  the  money  of  fooU"-*^erte«i!Wj:^ 
down  their  premises,  and  drawn,  step  by  ^^Pj  v^* 
ductions,  sit  down,  completely  satisfiedi  »*"  ^"'  ^ 
sions  to  which  they  had  brought  tl»enwcW«  »«^  ;, 
the  truth- as  if  it  were  irrefragably  true.   Bui « ; 
another  cause  is  called,  or  till  another  Court  sti-  _ 
bystanders  and  jury  have  had  time  to  forget  m  r 
ment  and  conclusion,  and  they  will  make  you  jusicj 
an  argument  on  the  opposte  side,  and  »rn^j' r"^ 
same  complacency,  at  a  directly  opposite  concws 
tritimphantly  demand  your  assent  to  thi«  w*  ^  ,  . 
it  is  their  business— I  do  not  blame  tbcm.  i^., 
that  such  a  habit  of  mind  unfits  men  fo' *f  ^l*  ..^^ 
sion.     They  want  a  client  to  decide  vhichwK-j  _^ 
and  the  really  great  man  performs  tliat  o*?J;.. 
This  habit  unfits  them  for  Government  in  ^^^Z^ 
The  talent  for  Government  lies  in  these  two  t^^^ 
gacity  to  perceive,  and  decision  to  act.    V*"%iL® 
men  were  never  made  such  by  mere  ^'**'^'^jji|.  V/ 
wiD  form  good  business  men — ruucuhterno'i  r^-.y\ 
maxim  fnaaeUer  rwnJUJ  is  as  true  of  "^^^"[^^  v  i 
poets.     Sir,  let  a  house  be  on  fire,  you  »'"2  j^  i 
thst  confusion  who  has  the  talent  to  <^°""^j3:i 
Bliip  be  in  danger  at  sea,  and  ordinary  suoow  .  j 
destroyed,  and  you  will  immediately  ™*'^'^  lyii^ 
covery.     The  ascendancy  of  mind  and  of  cba»  ^  .^ 
and  rises  as  naturally  and  as  inevitably,  .^?J^  .i^v.i 
free  pUy  for  it,  as  material  bodies  find  their  i^^ 
vitation.    Thus  a  great  diplomatist,  like  a  ce^^  .| 
osciliating  between  the   hay  on  different  swes^  ^| 
wants  some  power  from  without,  bef<»rc  w  ^  '  | 
from  which  bundle  to  make  trial.     Whoben^^j 
Washington  could  write  as  goods  book  ^f^* w^j 
ferson,  or  make  as  able  a  speech  as  Hanj»|^J"    ^i 
there  that  believes  that  Cromwell  »«»"W  J^*  ^ 
good  a  Judge  as  Lord  Hale  ?    No,  sir?  iw*=    j 
and  accomplished  men  find  their  proper  pbcc  ui^ 
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gvlio  are  fitted  to  command,  and  to  command  them  among* 
the  rest.    Such  a  man  ai  Washington  will  say  to  a  JeiTer- 
■on,  do  yoa  become  mv  Secretary  of  State  ;  to  Hamilton, 
do  you  take  charge  of  my  purae,  oc  that  of  the  nation, 
which  is  the  same  thing ;  and  to  Knox,  do  you  be  my  mas- 
ter of  hone.  Si«»  all  history  shews  thia^  but  great  diplomat- 
ists and  great  scholars  are,  for  that  very  reason,  unfit  to 
he  rulers.    Sir,   would  Hannibal  have   crossed  the  Alps 
%yhen  there  were  no  roads — with  elephants —  in  the  face 
€»f  the  warlike  and  hardy  mountaineers— and  carried  terror 
to  the  very  ffates  oP  Rome,  if  his  vouth  had  been  spent  in 
porini^  over  books  ?    Would  he  have  been  able  to  main- 
tain himself  on  the  resources  of  his  own  genius  for  six- 
t;een  years  in  Italy,  in  spite  of  the  fiiction  and  treachery 
in  the  Senate  of  Carthag-e,  if  he  had  been  deep  in  conic 
sections  and  flixions  and  the  different   calculus — to  say 
nothin^f  of  botanv,  and  mineralogy,  and  chemistry  ?    "Aie 
you  not  ashamed,**  said  a  philosopher  to  one  who  was 
bom  to  rule,  ^*are  you  not  ashamed  to  play  so  well  u()on 
the  flute  ?"    Sir,  it  was  well  put.    There  is  much  which 
it  becomes  a  secondary  man  to  know — ^much  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  know — ^that  a  first  rate  man  ought  to  be 
ashamed  to  know.    No  head  was  ever  clear  and  sound 
that  wss  stuffed  with  book  learning.    You  might  as  well 
attempt  to  fatten  and  strengthen  a  man  by  sttjiffing  him 
with  every  variety  and  the  greatest  qtiantity  of  food. 
After  all*  the  Chief  roust  draw  upon  his  subalterns  for 
much  that  he  does  not  know,  and  cannot  perform  himself 
Sir,  my  friend  Wm.   R.  Johnson  has  manv  a  groom  that 
can  clean  and  dress  a  race  horse,  and  ride  him  too,  better 
than  he  can.     But  what  of  that  ^    Sir,  we  are,  in  the  Eu- 
ropean sense  of  the  term,   not  a  military  People.     We 
have  no  business  for  an  army — it  hangs  as  a  desd  weight 
4ipon  the  nation — officers  and  all.    Sir,   who  rescued 
Uraddock  when  he  was  fighting,  aeeundem  ariem^  and  his 
men  were  dropping  around  him  on  every  side  >    It  was 
a  Virginia  Mihtia  Miyior.     He  asserted  in  that  crisis  the 
place  which  pro|jerly  belonged  to  him^  and  which  he 
aflerwards  filled  in  the  manner  we  all  know. 

Sir,  I  may,  without  any  mock  modesty,  acknowledge 
what  I  feel,  that  1  have  made  an  unsuccessful  reply  to  the 
gentleman  fh>m   Massachusetts.     There  are  some  sub- 
jects which  I  ciuld  have  wished  to  have  touched  upon 
before  1  sit  down  now  and  forever.    I  bad  the  materials 
^     in  my  possession  when  1  came  to  this  House  this  morn- 
^    ing,  but  I  am  dragged  down  by  physical  weakness  frum 
^    the  most  advantageous  use  of  them. 
I        Sir,  what  sliall  we  say  to  a  gentleman,  in  this  House 
^    or  out  of  it,  occupying  a  prominent  station,  and  fiUinr  a 
I   large  space  in  the  eye  of  bis  native  State,  who  should, 
I    with  all  the  adroitness  of  a  practised  advocate,  floss  over 
the  acknowledged  encroacnments  of  the  men  m  power, 
upon  the  fair  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  then 
'  present  the  appalling  picture,  g^laring  and  flaming,  in  his 
deepsst  colors,  of  a  bloody  militaty  tvrant — a  raw-head 
and  bloody-bones — so  that  we  cannot  sleep  in  our  beds— 
who  should  conjure  up  all  the  images  that  can  scare 
I  children  and  frigfiten  old  women — I  mean  very  old  wo- 
l'  iDan,  Bir-*snd  who  offers  this  wretched  caricature — this 
vile  daub,  where  brick  dust  stands  for  blood,  fike  Feitr 
Porcupine's  Bloodt  Ruot,  as  a  reason  for  his  and  our 
support  in  VirKinia,  of  a  man  in  whom  he  has  no  confi- 
dence, whom  he  damns  with  fiunt  praise— and  who, 
moreover— t(ll  it  not  in  Gath  !  had  zealously,  and  elabo- 
rately, ^I  cannot  say  ably)  justified  every  one  of  these 
|,  very  atrocious  and  bloody  deeds — yes,  sir,  on  paper— not 
^  in  die  heat  of  debate,  in  the  transports  of  a  speech,  but 
I  —as  tlie  author  of  the  Richmona  Anathema  full  well 
I  knew— and  knew  that  we,  too,  knew— deliberately  and 
1  ofiicially.  Sir,  if  we  did  not  know  that  Lawyers  never  see 
t  but  one  side  of  a  case— that  on  which  thev  are  retained, 
{ and  that  they  tondly  hope  that  the  Jury  will  see  with  their 
I  eyes— what  ihould  we  say  of  such  a  man  f    Hit  Client 
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having  no  characl 
upon  a  string  of  <4 
posing  them  to  be ; 
eepa  er»mims— havii 
and  every  one  of  th 
a  great  Lawyer,  (a| 
his  skill  in  that  lin^i 
ist;  but  of  a  roan  g< 
be  fearlessly  prono^ 
own  concerns,  an^ 
<*  right  good  comil 
to  that  great  and  all 
fane  vulgar— whethi 
small — too  often  ovi 
fear,  endeavored  to ) 
distinction  between 
hand,  and  sense  and  J 
sir,  lies  the  great  <& 
Sir,  I  have  he^ird  it  m 
love  him  well,  '*  thai 
tion,  whether  of  law. 
stniction,  with  gr^l 
that  sag^ity  in  pof^ 
proper  end,  and  thent 
and  he  is  deficient  in 
would  enable  anothi 
that  his  honest  disint^ 
wiio  are  conscious  thi 
the  lever  by  which  1 
It  is  his  pride— an   h« 
makes  him  delight  to  1 
cause  he  enioys  mon 
his  independence  of  { 
rive  firom  any  thing  i 

J>roduction— the  'Ada 
eeble^  production  of 
and  heart  did  not  £^  1 

Sir,  this  picture  is  <  ' 
we  have  had  billiard  i 
into  this  debate,  I  ho  < 
illustration  from  this  i 
ing  machines  reminds  i 
black  or  white  bishop  [ 
the  color  of  the  pic  * 
stands  upon)  is  a  sc  i 
but  he  laoors  under  t  : 
agonal  only,  he  can  n  i 
can  scour  away  all  o'  t 
his  adversary  may  I 
safe  from  his  attack.  1 
have  only  to  move  up  ' 
that  are  forbidden  {  : 
gular  knight,  who,  ai  > 
square  upon  the  boat 
terpose  no  guard,  bu  ' 
has  a  privilege  which  i 
his  mitred  adversary  | 
bhick  one,  or  fW>tn 
finally  reach  the  higl  i 
a  poor  peasant,  of  se  '> 
the  shepherfl  did,  in  i 
of  Mr.  Gay's  fables  1  I 
men  and  things  fro 
over  must^  foUpt, « 
very  well  m  its  plac<  • 
I  am  forced  to  use  tl  ' 
will  not  supply  the  ]  * 
and  never  can  give- 
who  would  make  th  i 
public  emergency—  1 
learned  gentleman  i 
here,  who  knew  ev< 
has  no  occasioni  anii 
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liM  occasion  ?  Sir,  the  People,  who  are  always  unsophis- 
ticated— and  though  thej  may  occasionally  he  misled,  are 
always  right  in  their  feelings,  and  always  judge  correctly 
in  the  lon}|*  run — have  taken  up  this  tiling.  It  is  a  noto- 
rious fact,  in  Virginis,  that,  in  County  Courts,  where  men 
are  admittcrd  to  sit  as  judges,  who  are  not  of  the  legal 
profession — plain  plantets,  who  have  no  pretennons  to 
be  considered  as  lawmen — ^the  decisions  are  much  sel« 
domer  rcTeraed  than  m  those  courts  where  a  barrister 
presides  :  his  ressons  may  be  more  plausible,  but  bU  de* 
cision  will  be  oftener  wrong.  Tes^  vr,  the  People  *  have 
decided  upon  this  thing. 

Sir,  I  win  suppose  a  case  :  I  will  suppose  that  the  late 
coavulsive  struggles  of  the  Administration  may  so  fiir 
succeed,  as  that  they  will  be  able  to  renew  their  lease  for 
another  four  years.  Now,  lir,  if  a  msjority  of  this  Houne 
can't  get  *long  with  such  a  minority  luinging  on  their 
rear,  cutting  off  supplies,  and  beating  up  their  quarters, 
what  will  be  the  situation  of  the  Administration  Uien  ? 
Sir,  what  is  it  now  ?  Did  any  body  eyer  hear  of  a  vie- 
tar|r  obtained  by  the  Rxecutive  power,  while  a  decided 
majority  of  the  Legisbture  was  against  it  ?  Sir,  I  know 
of  no  such  yictory,  but  one-— and  that  was  the  parricidal 
yictory  of  the  yotinger  Pitt  oyer  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  he  gained  tliat  only  by  the  impenetrable  ob- 
rtinacy  of  the  King,  which  then  gaye  indications  of  the 
disease  that  was  lurking  in  his  constitution,  and  after- 
wards so  unhappily  became  manifest. 

Sir,  the  King  was  an  honest  man,  and  a  much  abler 
nan  than  he  eyer  had  credit  for.  But  he  was  incurably 
obstinate.  lie  had  just  lost  the  colonies.  JHo  matter — he 
would  risk  the  croum  of  Engfaind  itself,  and  retire  to  his 
hereditary  States  in  Germany,  rather  than  yield  :  and, 
sir,  but  for  a  barefaced  coalition^  he  would  have  so  retir- 
ed, and  have  sunplied  a  most  important  defect  in  the  act 
of  settlement— the  se||)aration  of  Hanover  from  England. 
But  the  corrupt  bargam.of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  to 
share  oflfice  between  them,  disgusted  the  People — they 
took  side  even  against  their  own  Uberties.  But  here^  sir, 
the  coalition  is  not  on  the  side  of  the  People's  rights^  but 
against  them.  Mr.  Pitt,  (the  Crown  rather)  triumphed. 
Knaves  cried  Hosanna ;  and  fools  repeated  the  cry.  Eng- 
land recovered  by  the  elasticity  which  belongs  to  free  in- 
stitutions, and  Mr.  Pitt  attained  a  degree  of  power  that 
enabled  him  to  plunge  her  into  the  mad  vortex  of  war 
with  Revolutionary  France.  Nine  hundred  millions  of 
debt ;  faxes,  in  amount^  in  degree,  and  mode,  unheard 
of;  pauperism,  misery,  in  all  possible  forms  of  wretched- 
ness— attest  the  rreatness  of  the  Heaven-bom  Minister, 
who  did  not  weather  the  storm,  but  was  whelmed  beneath 
it,  leaving  bis  country  to  that  Providence  whom  it  pleas- 
ed to  rescue  her  in  her  utmost  need,  by  inflicting  mad- 
pess  on  her  great  unrelenting  enemy,  and  sending  this 
modem  Nebuchadnezzar  to  grass.  Sir,  Mr.  Pitt  is  as 
strong.an  instance  for  my  purpose,  as  I  could  have  want- 
ed: He  waa  a  rhetorician,  a  speech  maker)  a  man  of 
wonls,  and  good  words  too,  at  will ;  a  dextrous  debater 
— and  if  he  had  continued  to  ride  the  Western  circuit, 
he  might  have  been,  an  eminent  wrangler  at  the  bar, 
and,  in  due  time,  a  Chief  Justice  or  Lord  Chancellor. 
But,  for  the  sins  of  EngUiid  he  wa«  made  Prime  Minister, 
and  at  five  and  twenty  too.  Sir,  Mr.  Pitt  no  more  saw 
what  was  ahead  of  him,  than  the  ideot  in  the  Parish 
workhouse.  He  no  more  dream't,  when  the  war  began, 
to  v'hat  point  he  would  be  able  to  push  his  system,  if  sys- 
tem it  may  be  called,  than  anv  clerk  in  his  office.  The 
produoiive  powers,' of  a  People  like  the  English,  where 
property  is  perfectly  secure  and  leA  free  to  act,  and 
where  tlic  industrious  classes  are  shut  out  from  almost 
any  participation  in  public  affairs,  is  incredible  }  is  almost 
without  limit.  Two  individuals  discovered  two  mines, 
more  precious  and  productive  than  Guanaxuato  or  Po- 
tosl— that  furnished  the  means  for  his  prodigalityi  that  ss- 


tonished  even  Mr.  Pitt  These  were  Sir  Kclarf  Aii- 
Wright  and  Mr.  Watt— the  spinning  midline  ud  Ac 
steam  engine.  And  this  imbecile  and  bkmdcring Visi- 
ter has  been  complimented  with  what  is  doe  to  the  t^ 
rivalled  ingenuity"  and  industry  of  his  countrymen.  So, 
sir,  in  Bke  manner,  this  young  Hercules  of  Anerio,  wH 
^  if  we  can  keep  him  from  being  strangled  by  tbe  Krpc£is 
of  corruption,  must  grow  to  gigantic  strei^  and  ititiiR 
—every  miproyement  which  he  makes,  in  ^e  of  the  si* 
rule  of  his  governors,  these  very  moaestly  m^  to 
themselves. 

We  have  been  told.  ofRcially,  that  the  Preadeat  tst 
ed  the  great  question  to  have  been  refentd  bid  to  the 
People,  if  by  the  forms  of  the  Constittitioa  ths  wuldbc 
done.  Sir,  if  I  were  the  friend,  ss  1  am  tlie  awfispuN 
enemy  of  the  Administration,  I  would  •7*^*2^^ 
may  be  innocent— yoiir  intentions  maybe  upppt-w 
you  have  brought  the  country  to  that  psss^tbtynieffij 
carry  on  the  Govenunent.  Asgeattemcs  pMWsa«t» 
least  self  respect,  you  ought  to  relire-ksw  il-tiy  !» 
thervenue— you  can't  cany  on  die  GwrcnuKnt  fitM« 
us.  any  more  than  we  can  act,  whilcercry Jbuf  «^ 
Executive  Government  is  against  us.  ^»^""J*'i^ 
in  which  suspicion  is  equivalent  to  P'*'^"^  Jf^ 
equal  to  it,  but  more  than  equal  to  the  m«t  mm 
proof.  There  is  not  a  husband  here  wbo  wJl  nrt  ^ 
this  declaration— there  may  be  su^iooo  »tr*^ 
that  it  makes  the  wretch  cry  out  for  certwn^.  as  iroj. 
from  the  most  damning  tortures.  Such  w'P^fLk 
tertained  with  respect  to  these  gwUcin«j-«<i  *^ 
they  are  making  a  convulsive  effort  ^  roU  wck  » 
of  public  opinion,  they  can't  allay  the  Wi«-»^ 
picion  rests  upon  the  facts— and,  do  ^^^^^"^ 
will  not  bend  at  their  bidding.  Admit  it  to  beJ^ 
it  is  equally  fatal,  as  regards  ihcra  and  the  pa"**^^ 
with  the  reality.  Mr.  R.  would  not  go  in  P^ .  ^ 
uiifttfand  aliases  of  the  accused- of  the  U^^^^ 
with  false  bottoms  or  double  bottomii  ^^^j^ 
amuse  the  public.  The  w  bole  conduct  rf  the  »eciB^  ^ 
displayed  nothing  of  the  digni^  <^'°"°^rkiV32 
the  restlessness  of  guilt.  Every  word  of  ^  V;„., 
pamphlet  might  be  true,  and  yet  the  accuiw  »  r 
notwithstanding.  «^    tht' 

The  gentleman  iron  Massachusetts  warned  u%  ^, 
the  individual  we  seek  to  elevate  shsH  «ica«o»  ^^ 
in  his  turn,  become  the  object  of  public  P»f*"jv  - 
the  same  pack  will  be  unkennelled  at  his  W|»  .^ 
have  run  his  rival  down.    It  may  be  so.  I  "^'.,  J^ 
tion  to  say,  that',  if  his  conduct  shall  d««*7','  '.-< 
live,  I  shall  be  one  of  that  pack ;  because,  sffi'  r^^ 
the  interests  of  StTckholderP,against  P««denM^, 
and  Cashiers.  And  here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  <»  "^-ti- 
jection  urged,  as  I  have  heard,  against  m*!  "J  rj^ir 
man  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vahck.]    He  says  that  I  ^^  j 
opposed  to  all  Administrations.  Sir,  I  deny  ^^^^\^^ 
did  oppose  Uie  elder  Adams,  because  he  ««*J^p 
liberty  of  the  press  and  of  the  »«*y  ^<^^  *  ^^^j,^  '^' 
ions  were  at  war  with  the  genius  of  our  ^"^'U^Ljif:' 
avowed  them  openly,  and  I  Kked  him  ^'l^^^ef: 
frankness.  But,  sir,  I  supported  the  Admmiw»     q^; 
successor.     I  did  for  it  what  I  could— little  ^^^^m^ 
knowa.  The  first  case  in  which  I  difFercd  ^^^J.^^^^J 
istration  was  the  case  of  the  Yaaoo  daims,  wwcn  ^  ^ , 
a  case  of  flagrant  corruption.   I  do  "°^°**^p'^i:; ' 
did  believe,  that  there  was  corruption  in  the  ri«^.| 
his  two  Secretaries  ;  and  it  did  not  cause  ^\L \ 
(lyself  from  them,     I  separated  from  that  Ad«i«'»^  ..| 


three  years  afterwards,  'with  pain  and  *«^!^,^  j 
without  some  anger,  too  *  for,  sir,  I  hare  of  •^^^^,•1 
extreme  of  candor  and  meekness  which  o*"^  p| 


measures  of  a  Government,  as  Bottona  »jrs '.  ,. 
'•and  will  roar  you  as  gentler  as  anv ^^^Vr^^r\ 
not  my  nature  to  do  so,  and  it  would  be  cniw" 
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sulous  in  me,  because  it  would  be  bjrpocrisy  to  affect  it. 
Sir,  when  the  former  restrictive  system  was  first  coro- 
meticed,  I  thought  I  saw  what  I  now  know  I  did  then  see 
-—the  Altai  and  ruinous  consequences  that  would  grow  out 
of  it.  I  told  Mr.  Jefferson,  candidly  and  frankly,  that«  if  he 
expected  support  in  a  certain  quarter,  and  did  not  find  it, 
he  need  not  blame  me.  Sir,  I  will  not  repeat  what  he 
oadd  on  that  occasion,  but  he  deplored  the  separation. 
But,  permit  me  to  remind  you,  sir — ^foryou  were  then  too 
voun^  to  know  much  of  these  matters — that,  previously, 
but  nearly  at  the  same  time  of  my  leaving  that  Adminis- 
tmtion*  a  certain  wise  man  fW>m  the  East  joined  it,  who 
■oon  afler  went  off*  to  Canada,  under  strong  suspicion  of 
felony  s^  and  this  was  soon  followed  by  a  certain  gentle- 
man's giving  in  his  adhesion,  who  had  before  been  violent- 
ly opposed  to  it,  and  to  all  its  best  measures.  Sir,  I'  have 
not  the  least  objection  to  its  being  said  of  me,  that  I  sep- 
arated myself  from  Mr.  Jeffienon,  when  Barnabas  Bidwell 
and  John  Quincy  Axiams  joined  him. 

Some  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  discordant  materi- 
als of  the  present  Opposition.  Sir,  they  are  somewhat  dis- 
cordant— at  least  they  have  been  so.  But  are  they  more 
Bo  than  the  adherents  of  the  present  Administration,  or 
the  materials  of  the  Administration  itself?  Sir,  I  well 
remember  almost  the  first  propitiation  (the  first  was  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus)  which  he  who  is  now  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  SUtes  made  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his 
partjr.  It  was  an  attempt  to  run  down  the  present  Chief 
Justice.  The  right  of  John  Smith  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
was  made  the  peg  to  hang  it  on.  I  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man the  whole  reason  why  I  have  opposed  the  Adminis- 
tration since  that  time,  and  may  again.  If,  according  to 
my  judgment,  they  shall  not  consult  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is,  sir,  simply  because  I  am  for  the  interests  of 
the  Stockholders— of  whom  I  am  onep->as  opposed  to  those 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Cashiers^  and  I  have 
the  right  of  speaking  my  opinion,  and  shall  exercise  it, 
though  It  happen  to  be  against  the  greatest  and  proudest 
names. 

Sir,  I  am  no  judge  of  human  motives  :  that  is  the  attri- 
bute of  the  Name  which  I  will  not  take  in  vain— the  attri- 
bute of  Him  who  rules  in  Heaven,  or  who  becomes  incar- 
nate upon  Karth — mere  man  can  claim  no  such  exemption. 
I  do  not  pretend  that  my  own  motives  do  not  partake 
of  their  full  share  of  the  infirmity  of  our  common  nature 
—but  of  those  infirmities,  neither  avarice  nor  ambition 
form  one  iota  in  the  composition  of  my  present  motives. 
Sir,  what  can  the  countiy  do  for  me  }  Poor  as  Fam — for 
I  am  much  poorer  than  I  have  been — impoverished  by  un- 
wise legislation — I  still  have  nearly  as  much  as  I  know 
how  to  use — ^more,  certainly  than  I  have  at  all  times 
Made  a  jgood  use  of— and,  as  for  power,  what  charms  can 
it  have  ror  one  like  me  ?    Sir,  if  power  had  been  my  ob- 
ject, 1  must  have  been  less  sagacious  than  my  worst  ene« 
lilies  have  represented  me  to  be,  (unless^  indeed,  those 
Vrho  would  have  kindly  shut  me  up  in  bedlam)  if  I  had 
Hot  obtained  it.    I  may  appeal  to  all  my  friends  to  say 
ii^hether  **  there  have  not  been  times  when  I  stood  in 
iuch  favor  in  the  closet,  that  there  must  have  been  some- 

fing  very  extravagant  and  unreasonable  in  my  wishes, 
they  might  not  all  have  been  gratified."  Was  it  office^ 
l^hat,  sir,  to  drudge  in  your  laboratories  in  the  Depart- 
ments, or  to  be  at  the  tail  of  the  corps  diplomatic] ue  in 
Europe  '  Alas,  sir,  in  my  condition,  a  cup  of  cold  wa- 
br  would  be  more  acceptable.  Sir,  what  can  the  coun- 
ty give  me  that  I  do  not  possess  in  the  confidence  of  such 
Donstituents  as  no  man  ever  had  before }  Sir,  I  could 
letire  to  my  old  ])atrimonial  trees,  where  I  might  see  the 
"an  rite  and  set  in  peace.  Sir,  as  I  was  returning,  the 
het  evening  from  the  Capitol,  I  saw — ^what  has  been  a 
re  sight  here  this  winter«-the  sun  di][>ping  his  broad 
ak  among  the  trees  behind  those  Virginia  hills,  not  aU 
'Ving  bit  glowuig  axle  in  the  steep  Atnntic  itream— and 


^ 


i  asked  myself,  if, 
fore  me,  I  was  no 
gling  and  scuffling] 
mosphere,  where  l| 
then  the  truth  rusl^ 
periiaps,  but  hone^ 
the  People  who  seii 
berties  co-exist  win 
Question  recurs,  wlj 
them,  collusion, 
tary  despotism  ? 
Never,  till  the  Cong 
tible  in  the  eyes  oft 
the  higliest  of  all  « 
putting  on  incorru|| 
That  recollection  net 
I  know  that,  if  we  si 
those  who  succeed  ll 
they  will  not  dare,  ei 
obey.     They  will  tr^ 
decessors.    Sir,  if  h 
stitution — we  shall  i 
—we  sliall  regene 
ist  ration  which  ensuil 
the  opposing  candtd4 
by  his  bitterest  foes  tl 
seat  of  power  than  t 
have  been  fiurly  elecb 
will  not  have  been  p€ 
we  perish  under  the  t 
power  to  reinstate  tiMJ 
be  a  sacred  one — and 
there  will  be  nothing  1 
possession.     If,  aAer  s 
the  People,  and  a  majc 
the  other  House  of  Coi 
able  to  triumph,  it  will 
our  institutions,  which 
of  any  man's  regard— s 
me  the  solemn  warning 
in  the  chase,  I  may  fail 
think  myself  the  basesi 
not  what  the  opinion 
know  myself  to  be  a  sc 
else  knew  it,  if  I  could  ] 
the  division  of  the  spoil 
poor,  but  best  exertioi 
If  gentlemen  suppose  I 
taken — I  give  none — th 
none.     Sir,  1  shall  retir 
go  back  to  the  bosom  < 
stituents  as  man  never 
again— and  I  sliall  rec 
that  I  ever  looked  for, 
ceive — ^the  universal  ei 
their  thanka.     I  shall  i 
I  shall  feel  it  in  their  gi 
dren  will  chmb  around 
shall  I  give  up  them,  at 
heartless  amusements,  \ 
honors,  of  this  abode  ol 
splendor  ^    For  a  clerk 
eign  Mission,  to  dance 
home— or  even  for  a  De 
make  sad  chanres  in  r 
with  their  confidence, 
constituents  stood  in  air 
I  received  from  them  tl 
But  the  old  patriarchs  c 
their  fathers— some  adu 
my  brethren  {  but  the  I 
little  children— or  have 
public  lifee  began.    I  1 
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and  men  iniuter.free»  who  were  boys  At  school,  when  I 
6rst  took  my  seat  in  Conf^es^  Time,  the  mighty  re- 
former and  innovator,  has  ailently  and  slowly,  but  nirely, 
changed  the  relation  between  us  {  and  1  now  sUnd  to 
them,  tfi  heoparmtUt  in  the  place  of  a  father,  and  re- 
ceive from  them  a  truly  filial  reverence  and  regwd.  Yes, 
air,  they  arc  my  children — whe  resent,  with  the  quick 
]ove  of  children,  all  my  wrongs,  real  or  supposed.  To 
them  I  shall  return,  if  we  are  defeated,  for  all  of  consola- 
tjon  that  awaita  me  on  this  aide  of  the  ffrave.  I  feel  that 
I  hang  to  existence  but  by  a  single  hsir— that  the  sword 
of  Damocles  is  suspended  over  me. 

If  we  succeed,  we  shall  have  given  a  new  lease  to  the 
life  of  the  Constitution.  But,  should  we  fail,  I  warn  gen- 
tlemen not  to  pour  out  their  regrets  on  General  Jaclnon. 
He  will  be  the  first  to  d.s^lain  them.  The  object  of  our 
cause  has  been,  not  to  raise  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  Pre- 
sidency^be  his  merits  what  they  may— ito  object  has 
been  the  signal  and  condign  punishment  of  those  public 
•ervants,  on  whom,  if  they  be  not  guilty,  the  veiy  strong- 
est suspicion  of  guilt  must  ever  justly  rest. 

[Mr.  EVERETT  here  repelled  the  charge  of  having 
violated  delicacy.]     - 

I  have  a  right  to  say  so.  when  a  man  reads  in  this  House 
a  paper  which  is  unfit  to  be  read  even  without  spectators. 
That  lv,e  did  not  write  it  is  no  excuse  for  the  gentleman. 
He  read  it,  and  he  brought  into  view  the  case  of  the 
Queen  of  France. 

[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  dAy.] 

Satubsat,  FsBBVARr  3,  1838. 
RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solutions of  Mr.  Chiltoit,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Blakx,  as  modified. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  having  Uken  the  floor,  submiUed  the 
following,  as  an  amendment  to  tlie  amendment  of  Mr. 
Bl^KS: 

'*  Euohedt  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire,  and  report  to  this 
House,  if  any,  and  what,  retrenchments  can  be  made  with 
safety  to  the  public  interest,  in  the  number  of  the  officers 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  in  tlie 
amount  of  salaries  which  they  may  respectively  receive  \ 
more  especially  to  report  specifically  on  the  following 
beads: 

1 .  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the  State 
Department,  in  the  number  and  salaries  of  the  officers 
ana  clerks  attacbed  to  this  Department,  in  the  expenses 
regulating  the  foreign  intercourse,  and  in  the  printing 
and  distribution  of  the  public  laws  of  the  United  States. 

3.  What  reductions  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
whether  an  effective  system  of  accountability,  and  fur  the 
collection  of  the  public  dues,  is  there  established. 

S.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Navy  Department  in  the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting 
subordinately  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

4.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the  De- 
partment of  War,  and  in  the  Indian  Department,  and  in 
the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting  subordinately  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

4.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
number  of  officers,  and  the  amount  of  compensation  which 
they  may  receive,  in  the  Postmaster  General's  Depart- 
ment. 

And  that  the  Committee  be  further  instructed  to  ex- 
amine the  several  contingent  funds  of  each  of  these  De- 
partments, and  to  report  Uie  amount  and  objects  for  which 
disbursements  have  been  made  from  these  funds,  and  tliat 
they  report  the  amounts,  vouched  and  unvouched,  which 
have  been  made  from  the  Secret  Service  Fund,  or  the  fund 
regulating  the  contingencies  of  Foreign  lotercoursCf  and 


of  the  fund  for  the  expenses  of  iotercoune  with  the  Bu- 
bary  Powers. 

And  that  they  ftirther  report,  whether  tbe  eompeMi- 
tion  of  Members  of  Congress  should  be  reduced ;  nd 
whether  the  fixed  sslaries  of  the  ofBcers  of  tiiia  Hqqr, 
and  its  contingent  expenses,  can,  with  propriety,  beiS* 
minished. 

And  further,  That  they  inquire  whether  uy  nodiin. 
tion  of  the  sinking  fund  act  caa  be  made,  vith  a  vief  tf 
producing  a  more  speedy  extinguishment  of  tk  puUk 
debt." 

Mr.HAMILTON  said,  that  he  rose  to  sddKStbeHaat 
with  the  most  unaffected  embsmMment;  and  vltitebt 
was  fully  sensible  of  their  kindness  in  theadjounmaitiif 
last  evening,  he  did  not  know  that  he  ought  totbanktbai 
for  this  indulgence*  as  it  might  have  crertedeipecwkw 
which  he  was  destined  to  disappoint :  for  be  could  sekiicr 
add  novelty  or  attraction  to  the  debate.  If  the  fl«« 
bad  permitted  him  to  have  remained  ia  tbe  poaesioaoi 
the  floor  on  the  last  evening,  he  would  probably  tlw  w* 
contented  himself  with  offering  the  amendiaeoibeliia 
just  presented.  As  it  was,  soUced  by  the  niMKW* 
tion  m  which  they  had  partiopatcd  from  the idjomjw^, 
he  had  acquired  a  stock  of  energy,  which  he  fcindfc 
was  about  to  expend  in  a  tax  upon  their  patina.  He 
hoped,  liowever,  that  he  would  be  sensible  ihat  the wj 
atonement  he  could  make  for  their  kindnaa,  fBie« 
as  brief  as  possible,  and  to  confine  hiiweir  ^J^^^ 
matter  in  hand,  and  to  a  short  notice  of  wme  of  w^* 
which  had  been  started  on  the  other  side. 

He  did  not  propose  to  add  liis  unavailing  regrets  toiw 
which  had  been  generally  expressed:  thatlhege^ 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CBiuroir]  should  »m«.^. 
his  resolutions  at  this  time.  That  g^ntlenaaW^'T' 
frankness  which  was  honorable  to  »»*«nw«^»  [ff  tSj 
motives  which  had  infiuenced  his  conduct  ;i»»«A_ 
H.]  thought  it  no  more  than  an  act  of  jiistic«j^*f . 
that  gentleman  from  all  responubiliiy  foriheWita*|* 
inflammatory  character  which  the  <JcbaiehH«B«r'j 
med.  But  whilst  1  niake  this  declaration,  l»d  ft  «H 
wish  to  accompany  it  with  this  diatinct  aiBrBW»°J 
those  with  whom  I  act  in  this  House,  «o"^ J? -^^ 
lected  this  as  an  apprapriate  period  for  introdcoflf 
subject.  My  honorable  frfendfrom  Virgin*, [Mr-  Kijiw. 
at  a  single  glance,  withi  that  perspicaciiy  wh'^^ 
guishes  him,  perceived  the  true  bcaringi  of  tbe^ 
he  has  said,  this  "is  not  the  accepted  time,  l'* 
vor  to  follow  out  the  reasons  for  this  opinion,  sw^^. 
more  in  detail  than  they  were  offered  by  »»»  r»-j 
himself.  Whatever  may  be  our  majoriiy  )^^r^ 
we  are  not  in  possession  of  the  Executive  ot  ms  ^  ^^ 
ment.  It  is  against  us  ;  and  I  am  not  d»»P*'"^^ 
missionaries  and  circumnavigators  on  a  ^°^*^S^^ 
when  our  adversaries  are  not  only  in  P**'**"?".^^;?^ 
but  their  keys,  forts,  and  arsenals.  The  aj'^^Jf -jj. 
of  their  co-operalion,  would  be  visionaiy  »"T;^'jpi.- 
as,  both  in  practice  and  doctrine,  in  '^5!!^«e- 


the  subsUnce,  they  seem  to  be  coromittcd  ^l?T>x^ 
for  retrenchment  or  reform.  In  wferencc  to  iw  -^ 
of  the  Administration,  be  would  refer  to  the  b».^ 
to  which  they  had  put  on  record— which "^Jl^ 
:«  *k«  ^^^^l^Mm  m^...^  «^*t««  PM>aiaent,otuc(^ 


iho>»*'i 


in  the  memorable  message  of  the  President,  c 
1825.  If  it  had  been  then  desired  by  ^.«*fj!;t«« 
power  to  have  carried  into  effect  an  «nt«"'P°I:^r.:ii 
national  economy,  this  ground  would  then  i**^ V^., 
en  \  and,  instead  of  a  few  vague  gen«»^'*f  J-Lrb,'Ji 
we  should  have  pointed  out,  by  tlcfimie  »"°T^ir^v! 
course  which  the  Administration  desired,  °"  jjIj^j^ 
tant  subject,  to  pursue.  But  it  so  happen*  «»  ^  j 
roorable  paper,  (more  remarkable  for  the  .JJ^jjjj;^},  1 
its  poetiy  than  for  the  prosaic  t'"*'"*^*!/*  !J:^<<^ 
filled  with  the  most  stupendous  objects  of  w^]^ 
The  imaginaUon  of  the  President  sccom  to  U«rc  ^ 
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ten  with  some  beautiful  image  of  mmgnificence  which  he 
desired  to  impress  on  the  form  of  this  RepubUo— more  stu* 
dious  as  to  the  objects  to  be  obtiined,  than  of  the  consti- 
tutional means  of  then*  accomplishment.  He  informs  us* 
that  *<The  spirit  of  improvement  is  abroad  upon  the  earth. 
It  sCimulates  the  heart,  and  sharpens  the  faculties,  not  of 
our  fellow-citizens  alone,  but  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
juid  of  their  rulers.  While  dwelling  with  pleasing  satis- 
faction upon  the  superior  excellence  of  our  political  in- 
Btatutiotts^  let  us  not  be  unmindftil  that  liberty  isoower  « 
that  the  natbn  blessed  with  the  largest  portion  of  libertv, 
musty  in  proportion  to  its  numbers,  be  the  most  powerral 
nation  upon  earth  <  and  that  the  tenure  of  power  by  man 
ifl^  m  the  moral  purposes  of  his  Creator,  upon  condition 
that  it  shall  be  exercised  to  ends  of  beneficence— to  im 
prore  the  condition  of  himself  and  his  fellow  men. 
"While  foreign  nations,  less  blessed  with  that  freedom 
Drhich  is  power,  than  ourselves,  are  advancing  with  gri- 
l^ntic  stndes  in  the  career  of  public  improvement,  were 
vre  to  slumber  in  indolence,  or  fold  up  our  arms,  and 
proclaim  to  the  world  that  we  are  palsied  by  the  will  of 
our  constituents,  would  it  not  be  to  cast  away  the  boun^ 
ties  of  Providence,  and  doom  ourselves  to  perpetuid  in- 
feriorif:^  ?*' 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  is  an  instructive  and 
emphatic  conclusion  to  a  long  inventory  of  the  most  ex- 
travagant  projects  of  expense,  that  the  wit  of  man  can 
conceive ;  that,  after  having  clothed  the  surface  of  this 
empire  with  the  embellishments  of  the  arts,  "elegant  and 
profound,"  he  ascends  into  the  seventh  heaven  of  inven- 
tion,  and  proposes  studding  the  milky-way  with  lumina- 
ries, which  have  never  come  even  under  the  charge  of 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  {Hr.  Mswtoh] 
sander    whose  fostering  superintendence  all   the  other 
light*houses  in  the  country  have  been  built.    When  the 
'  exhortation  which  I  have  just  read  is  taken  in  connexion 
»  with  the  assumption  of  the  President,  that  we  l^ave  the 
}  constitutional  power  to  do  all  that  he  recommends  \  and, 
-  if  we  fail  to  exercise  a  power  that  is  delegated  to  us,  that 
>  it  involves  "a  treachery  to  the  most  sacred  of  trusts,"  al- 
though  we  might  even  "procbim  that  we  were  palsied 
;  by  the  will  of  our  constituents'*— I  say,  from  this  doctrine, 
•  and  the  objects  to  which  it  is  applied,  we  can  have  little 
hope  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  this  Administration,  m 
.  any  effectual  scheme  of  retrenchment.     But  now  let  me 
>  appeal  to  facts.     The  Administration  was  in  possesaon  of 
I  a  minority  in  this  House,  and  in  the  other,  for  the  two 
( first  sessions  of  their  present  term,  and  I  ask  any  man  to 
I  point  out  a  single  measure  of  retrenchment  which  has  been 
I  accomplished  by  their  friends,  or  even  recommended  by 
1  themselves.     Sir,  it  is  not  the  interest  of  those  who  came 
j^  into  power  as  did  jur  present  Executive,  to  diminigh  their 
1  patronage  by  retrenchment.     At  a  former  session,  on  a 
I  collateral  branch  of  this  subject  (on  a  resolution  of  in- 
iquiry  respecting  the  public  printing)  I  maintained  this 
I  position :  that  an  Administration  in  a  minority  in  the  coun- 
Xry,  must  rel^,  however  hopeless  the  expectation,  on  the 
'  influence  of  its  patronage,  to  sustain  them  in  power.  That 
this  was  the  result  of  a  moral  destiny  which  they  could  not 
fcesist  ;  that,  having  the  People  against  them,  they  would 
^a%'e  to  depend  upon  that  compact,  effective,  and  well 
^disciplined  minority,  of  office -holders,  and  oflice-hunters: 
wnd  that  if,  by  a  strange  moral  paradox,  we  can  suppose 
[Aristides  himself  could  have  consented  to  have  taken  the 
t^residency  (which  by  the  way,  we  cannot  suppose)  un- 
der the  same  circumstances  that  Hr.  Adams  accepted  it, 
aiid  Fabricius  had  been  willing  to  become  his  Secretary 
:0f  State,  they  must  have  indulged,  by  the  force  of  an  im- 
[pulse  little  snort  of  an  instinct,  in  the  same  course  of  mea- 
sures which  had  marked  the  useless,  and,  in  the  end»  to 
'.themselves,  hopeless,  career  of  the  Administration.     To 
I'ask  men  thus  situated  to  co-operate  in  diminishing  their 


patronage,  would  U 
ment  by  which  the^ 
I  will,  moreover, 
that,  believing,  if  tl 
is  necessary,  it  eottk 
a  succeeding  Admin 
on  thb  floor  have  nj 
they  would  feel  if  t| 
destined  to  illustrattil 
see  elevated'  to  the 
because  we  believe,'! 
ed  in  the  very  infatii 
subsequent  habitudj 
frugality  as  one  of  tk 
point,  however,  we  4 
Dere  let  it  be  undef 
of  a  knowledge  of  hi 
he  would  be  the  ua 
like  corruption  and  al 
this  Government,  thai 
or  infleuble  friend  I 
ments  necessary  to  o«i 
in  war  I  or  one  who 
of  the  Constitution,  it 
of  usefulness  and  of  li 
We  therefore  had  M 
licy,  at  this  time,  to  s<( 
stand  on  the  vantage  \ 
ing  on  elsewhere,  mo 
waged  in  this  House,  \ 
mitted  to  us,  to  discha 
tion,  and  speedily  to  I 
fying  spectacle  might 
popuhr  deliberative  b< 
high    office,  without 
which  surrounds  it     8 
in  this  House,  and  we  ' 
tokens  of  the  times,  t( 
acrimony  or  violence, 
of  the  rentleman  tton 
duced,  but  the  genth 
benches    (I  hope  the; 
phrase— I  do  not  use  it 
their  organs  [Mr.  Evsa 
tion  of  Adams>men,  1 1 
seized  upon  it  with  avi( 
to  hang  popular  harang 
tion,  and  assaults  upo 
permitted  the  resolutio 
most  motions  of  inqul 
gone  to  the  committee 
have  either  sunk  into  a 
been  awakened  possil 
usefulness.    But  now, 
tlemen  challenge  us  to 
example  of  their  mast 
dined  almost  to  go  on 
accuser. 

Sir,  we  will  not  cons 
will  make  no  chargei 
very  cabinets  which  cc 
which  alone,  if  we  did 
to  prove  them.  Sir,  1 
errand  as  to  ask  the  he 
as  to  furnish  us  with  t 
tion.  1  have  no  relish 
Premier,  of  asking  bin 
arm  that  we  might  feel 
the  fullness  of  the  hi 
phlebotomy,  in  his  opi 
inquif;e  of  him  what  h< 
King  aad  John  H.  Plei 
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cA  by  the  grett  etemple  of  the  |»kce»  hed  mftde  a  re- 
voke toob  and  bad  withdrawn  ;the  TCNioben  i  or^  air»  of 
ttOMing  to  the  Treasury,  and  of  tbua  aocostini^  the  Chan* 
CttUor  of  the  Csohequer :  Well,  Mr.  Orpmiaer  General 
of  the  whole  induairy  of  the  whole  oountry,  you  who 
baTe  kiftd^  undertaken  to  take  eare  of  the  bunne«  of 
CTeiy  nan^  woman^  and  child,  in  our  land,  pray  what 
have  you  done  for  the  busineat  of  your  own  Department? 
Or,  in  aieppii^  to  the  War  Office^  and  of  aakini:  the  aon 
of  BelkMM,  what  brigadea  of  reconnoiatance  he  had 
now  out— -what  political  .leTeb  he  had  iiieaaured*->what 
inpedtmenta  he  had  aurmounted— and  whether,  with  a 
knowledge  of  projectilea  greater  than  that  of  Yauban  or 
Cobonie  himielf»  be  expected  to  engineer  Mr.  Adams 
into  oAce  ibr  four  years  more  ?  Or,  lastly,  of  goiagover 
to  the  Navy  Office,  and  to  inquire  of  its  chief,  how  many 
of  bb  clerks  were  yellowed,  and  on  the  shelf?  And 
whether  aome  of  his  chaplains  had  not  discovered  the  ez- 
pansibility  of  human  piety,  and  that  it  was  quite  as  be- 
neficial to  pray  a  la  duUuue  ft>r  the  core  of  the  soub  of 
their  flocks,  as  to  pray  with  them. 

In  this  crusade,  t^e  frienda  with  whom  I  act  in  this 
Houae  have  no  desire  to  indulge,  or  to  carry  with  us  a 
pofftabie  bill  of  indictment  to  each  of  tlie  Departments, 
u  we  are  to  be  made  responsible  for  the  rcaolutiona  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  we  deaie  that  these  re- 
solutions slKNild  retain  their  cbamcter  of  strict  Inquiiy, 
deroid  of  every  thing  which  wears  the  aspect  of  accusa- 
tion, as  we  wiil  not  consent  to  go  into  toe  trial  of  the 
Administration  on  an  issue,  as  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylvania  [Mr.  Ivohax]  has  weU  said,  made  up  by  them- 
selves, and,  I  say,  upon  proof  only  in  their  possession. 
If  the  Ministerial  gentlemen,  however,  will  pin  us  to  the 
resolutions,  and  we  must  have  an  inquiry,  let  it  be  as  full 
as  possible  \  and,  if  it  ends  in  no  legislative  results  dur- 
ing the  present  Administration,  iU  may  terminate  in  an 
accumulation  of  useful  facts^  to  govern  the  conduct  of  a 
future  one.  It  ia  to  meet  this  contingency  that  I  have 
prepared  the  amendment  which  I  liave  Jest  offered — the 
true  character  and  objecu  of  which  I  will  briefly  dj»> 
close. 

The  amendment,  in  the  first  place,  provides  for  the  ap* 
pointment  of  a  Select  Committee,  by  which  alone  the 
duty  could  be  discharged,  as  the  labor  of  its  performance 
would  be  too  oppressive  tor  any  one,  or  more  than  one, 
of  the  Standing  Committees  of  .this  House.  Besides, 
this  provision  will  enable  the  Speaker  to  put  upon  this 
eommittee  the  disposable  talent  of  this  body,  not  engag- 
ed on  the  Standing  Committees.  Next,  it  will  be  per* 
eeived,  that  the  amendment,  steering  clear  of  all  aecdsa- 
tory  matter,  nevertheless  covers  the  whole  field  of  in. 
quiry.  It  embraces  the  original  resolution,  with  its 
amendments,  and  travels  beyond  them  :  it  reaches  every 
ramification  of  the  fixed  establishments  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  all  the  discretionary  trusts  exercised  under 
them,  in  a  form  analytically  specific. 

If,  therefore,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  in 
earnest,  we  invite  them  to  work  with  us ;  if  we  do  ho- 
tliing  this  session,  we  may  at  least  fix  the  bUxe  marks  for 
the  track  of  future  legislation. 

Having  thus  expbdned,  sir,  the  chamoter  of  the  amend- 
ment, I  should  be  induced  to  resume  my  sear,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Evxbbtt]  had  not  drop- 
ped, with  an  unsparing  prodigality,  in  the  debate  of  yes* 
terday,  several  observations  not  calculated  to  limit  its 
range,  and  which,  from  the  weight  of  that  gentleman, 
may  be  deemed  worthy  of  notice;  His  argument  was 
undoubtedly  able  in  some  parts,  ingenious  in  others,  Se- 
quent in  many,  and  artful  in  all.  No  man  in  this  House 
understands  the  precepts  of  the  great  Ronum  master  bet- 
ter than  thst  gentleman,  or  practises  on  them  more  suc- 
cessfully. He  has  told  him  that  artifioe^I  mean  in  no 
moral  disparagement  of  the  gentleman — is  one  of  the 


higher  exceUenflies  ef  the  pernasive  sit,  andkii^l 
of  yesterday  furmriies  a  pncdeil  oonawitatf  athe 
precept 

The  gefltkflian  began  by  a  very  ninttte  nd  Md 
history  of  the  diploawtic  legislation  of  the  ctnntrT,» 
ficiently  lobg  and  oppresaite  to  mwther  the  ml  puit  i 
issue.  WeU,  sir,  what  did  he  establiA  >  W));,  h 
certain  discretionary  fimds,  called  contiBgcoaet  f«ir& 
rdgti  intercourse,  were,  fnm  thcfitstcttiUthBate! 
the  Government,  vested  in  the  Preadsot  and  Depr- 
ment  of  State.  And  who  is.prepsred  to  dipote  tin 
But  does  this  touch  the  qaestioR  yet  ia  inev,  thK  (faei 
fonda  may  be  abused,  and  that  jutt  in proportioi tofte 
discretion  conceded  for  their  ditbwwflMiitoQgiittB  be 
the  vigiUnce  of  this  House  in  fes  soperriatD  of  iStbar 
branches  of  the  public  service,  wlucii,  ftoD  tkis  rj 
discretion,  might  be  most  liable  to  sboR  and  cflmji^' 
Because  the  items  of  expenditure  from  these  fis^  R 
settled  by  ceHificate,  and  because  the  Preadest  hsik 
power  of  dhvcting,  under  histpesty4nakiocpoRr,{i« 
expenditures,  the  gentleman  ssys,  from  •  tweet  of  e» 
stitutional  authority  in  this  Bouse,  wehifenoigii 
inquire  what  has  become  of  the  noaey.  1  ^  ^^ 
carefully,  ah*,  into  the  instrument,  tad  I  osMt  W 
either  the  immunity  of  impeccsbilityibrtbeEiffiitsn, 
or  of  prohibition  to  this  Hou«e.  On  the  coBtmrjM 
nothing  that  impeaches  the  greit  monl  ind  ySft^ 
power  of  this  body,  in  soperintendiiq;  thepttbUcoT 
ditures.  •  The  exercise  of  this  power  ii  wqurtia*^ 
to  be  limited  by  those  conskleratioiiswhicbbeHi'*'^ 
public  policy  of  the  country ;  and  tny  inqoiiy  \a^ 
power  ought  to  be  conducted  with  tvtri^^ 
to  our  foreign  relations,  that  they  might  ^^^ 
by  indiscreet  exposures.  This  would  bciW* 
cured  by  that  reserve  and  confldeacebyito**^" 
our  competence  to  seal  the  deliberttioin  of  ^^^ 

The  gentleman  baa  entertained  us  vitbalii^^^ 
diplomatic  services  of  Mr.  Adasas.  1  hm  w  ^ 
the  authority  as  well  as  the  authenticily  of  ttievm^^ 
I  conaidered  it  as  a  piece  of  araunoyr  wd  inelnKt**':] 
to-btography.  The  gentleman,  without  doubt,  tb^ 
that  he  was  acting  within  the  limits  of  s  just  reos^ 
ss  the  President's  outfits  had  been  dnwn  intotiM^ 
sion — a  circumstance  Which,  ior  myielf)  1  aim 
gret.  The  genUenan  seems,  however,  to  eam^^ 
whatever  might  be  the  amount  of  tbejc  oulfia,  *^ 
or  treble,  that  the  President  furmAedsnideqtff^ 
sideration  for  them,  by  his  extiaoidiatiy  pei»wf 
ence  with  the  Emperor  of  aU  the  Bowis.  S*  '^ 
happy  to  hear  that  we  have  had  a  Miiwter  •!»«»' ^ 
personal  attractions  so  taking  and  irresistible,  i^^ 
tleman  informs  us  that  it  wasmsiniy  tbroogbtv'; 
ence,  that  the  mediation  of  that  augwt  Slonvtii  «^ ', 
tained  with  Great  Britain,  by  which  the  bk«r 
Peace  at  Ghent  were  secured.  I  fcsr,  ^^T. 
which  I  have  seen>  written  (I  presume  shout  tW. 
by  Mr.  Adams  to  a  fnend*  that  he  might  hste  b**. 
tie  too  anxious  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  »J!^ 
ence,  and,  as  he  inlbrms  bib  fiiend,  thst  "owPf^ 
ment  was  too  penurious^'  to  prosecute  s  just  «*'  t 
rable  war  with  success,  and  one  half  of  oar  Pe«f^ 
ciently  base  to  be  sold,  by  their  prejudices.  ^^\ 
my— [Mr.  RAjnram  here  asked  Mr.  H.  which Jaj; 
Hamiimv  replied,  he  presumed  the  V^^^^^a^ 
led  this  matter  a  litUe  too  ftr  <*r 


he  might  have  pushed 

great  and  good  Ally.     But  will  the . 

me  for  believing  that  the  enemy  had  numy  r^an 

causes  for  the  acceptance  of  the  m«d»<»«?»  ^J^^ 

which  he  has  disclosed  ?    I  am  incDned  to  ^fZgi 

battle  at  Chip|];ewa  and  at  Bridgewaier,  »«1  **^, 

on  Erie  and  Chanaplain,  with  tlie  airest  of  ^rZfi^ 

the  Ocean  our  enemy  had  so  long  held  in  b<'"";L; 

by  the  achicTementa  of  UuU  and  Decatur,  va«  "^ 
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more  •ucceMful  negotiators  than  the  personal  ^fiiscinations 
and  courtly  graces  of  our  Hintster,  and  that  the  nenre 
and  gunpowder  of  oar  warriors  did  quite  as  much  as  Mr. 
Adams  could  have  accomplished  witn  the  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollar  coat»  (about  which  we  have  beard  so 
much)  with  even  a  bag  and  sword,  however  good  a  sub- 
stitute the  gpentleman  may  think  them  for  our  bayonets 
and  our  broad  swords. 

The  next  subject  to  which  the  gentleman  adverted, 
was  the  memorable  narrative  of  the  billiard  table — first 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  by  my  finend  firom 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  C^msov.]  I' do  not  believe  that  mv 
friend,  when  he  first  noticed  this  item  in  the  President's 
accounts,  intended  to  make  it  a  matter  of  grave  accusa- 
tion, as  he  certainly  did  not  notice  it  with  fixiy  Very  ex- 
traordinary emphasis.  But  the  gentleman  firom  Massa- 
chusetts very  justly  remarked*  that  the  subject  has  since 
acquired  a  good  deal  of  importance  i  and  let  me  tell  him 
why  it  has  done  so.  It  has  been  in  consequence  of  the 
course  which  has  been  pulluedin  the  auditmg  of  this  ac- 
count. I  am  free  to  confess,  that  I  never  considered  the 
mere  fact  of  Mr.  Adams  having  a  billiard  table  in  his 
House  a  serious  matter,  nor  do  I  believe  the  people  at 
large  so  considered  it  <  but  they  merely  deemed  it  one 
of  those  objects  of  expense,  so  strictly  personal  in  its 
character,  which  a  gentleman  ought  to  have  defrayed  out 
of  his  private  purse.  I  concur  with  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Randolpb]  in  the  pitifulness  of  the  sum  which 
was  paid  for  this  piece  of  furniture,  and  in  the  healthful- 
ness  of  the  ^me  itself.  1  can  very  readily  conceive,  s'r,  in. 
the  depressing  heaU  of  summer,  that  the  President  and 
his  good  Premier,  tired  with  the  cares  of  State— jaded 
and  harassed  by  unpleasant  news  from  abroad,  should 
find  some  consolation  in  this  attractive  game,  and  that, 
after  pocketing  their  own  balls  in  New-York,  Virginia, 
Penn^lvania,  and  NorthCarofina,  they  should  find  some 
sport  in  making  a  cannon  on  the  red  and  white. 

But,  sir,  I  will  venture  to  say  this,  that,  in  plaving  this 
game,  if  the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  infiuenced  by  the 
same  courtesy  which  governed  the  courtiers  of  the  great 
Frederick,  never 40  beat  the  monarch  at  che«i,  that  he 
could  give  the  President  twenty -nine,  and,  as  they  say  in 
Kentucky,  •«  row  him  up  salt  river." 

I'he  gentleman,  however,  says  that  the  Government 
did  not  pay  fur  this  table.  Has  the  gentieman  told  us 
the  reason  why  it  did  not  pay  for  it  ?  Because,  after  the 
account  was  sent  to  this  House,  it  challenged  a  criticism, 
by  which  the  President  could  not  have  tailed  to  be  ad- 
monished of  his  error.  Then  a  revoke  was  hazarded, 
and  the  item  expunged.  But,  the  gentleman  desires  to 
escape  from  this  dilemma,  by  affirming  that  the  Private 
Secretary  of  tiie  President  is  an  officer  not  known  to  this 
Government.  Then,  the  President  is  to  be  considered 
as  auditing  his  own  account,  and  is  responsible  fbr  the  in- 
troduction of  this  item,  and  if  he  delegated  this  trust  to 
an  irresponsible  officer,  he  was  oound  to  have  examined 
an  account  involving,  as  to  other  items,  a  large  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money.  I  care«not  upon  which  horn 
of  this  difficulty  the  gentleman  is  hung — but  he  tells  us, 
as  trifling  as  tliis  billiard  table  affair  is,  that  it  has  done 
the  Administration  more  harm  than  all  the  other  accusa- 
tions which  have  been  brought  against  it.  Let  me  tell 
him  that  this  has  not  arisen  from  any  severe  moral  repro- 
bation, which  (he  people  were  disposed  to  visit  upon  the 
innocent  recreation  oif  a  game  of  hazard  ;  for  most  of 
them  like  a  pame  themselves.  '1  he  gentleman  has  told 
us  tliat  the  descendants  of  the  Pilgrims — aye,  even  the 
descendants  of  the  Pilgrims — who  are,  without  doubt, 
t  tie  most  moral  people  on  earth — play  billiards  ;  and  I 
sincerely  hope,  sir,  they  play  a  good  game.  But  it  was 
the  littleness  of  this  transaction— I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  pardon  me,  I  mean  no  disrespect  "to  the  President ; 
if  he  will  furnish  me,  in  the  abundant  knowledge  of  his 


own  hinguage,  with  a  sofler  term,  I  will  use  it— I  say  it 
was  the  littleness,  not  the  immorality  of  this  transaction^ 
that  produced  this  excitement ;  in  a  word,  it  was  because 
the  President  did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  pay  fi>r  it  out 
of  his  own  purM,  and  that  fact  furnishes  a  solution  of  tho 
whole  effect  which  the  gentleman  so  feelingly  deplores* 

But,  the  ^ntleman  ssys,  that  through  the  unfortunate 
versions  which  have  been  given  to  this  matter,  the  Pre* 
sident  has  been  represented  as  a  corrupter  of  the  youtlk 
of  the  country  <  and  that  his  abode  is  little  better  than-— 
a  name  which  I  will  not  follow  his  example  in  uttering. 
Depend  upon  it,  in  the  anxiety  of  his  friendship,  this 
gentleman  labors  under  a  mistake.  The  people  enter* 
tain  no  such  false  estimate  of  Mr.  Adams's  character. 
He  has  been  the  object,  as  a  public  man,  of  their  search- 
ing criticism,  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  They  know  that 
he  pays  an  exact  regard  to  the  proprieties  of  life,  that  he 
is  a  good  husband,  an  unexceptionable  paS«nt,  a  useful 
citizen,  and  that  he  abhors  a  b(;gmr  as  li^e  as  most  men  s 
but  it  is  with  his  public  virtues  that  the  People  have  tl^e 
highest  concern.  Oliver  Cromwell  said  his  prayers  as 
often  as  Mr.  A^ams — swore  as  little — and  was  probably 
one  of  the  most  amiable  men  in  England,  in  the  private 
relations  of  life.  These  fireside  virtues  sometimes  con- 
fer a  dangerous  authority  and  infiuence  on  the  public 
faults-»not  to  say  vices^of  a  public  man. 

And  the  gentleman  will  pardon  me,  whilst  I  fblly  ad- 
mit  the  morality  of  Mr.  Adams's  private  life,  that  I  should 
not  consider  it  as  fiimishin'g  a  just  compensation  to  his 
country,  for  the  dangerous  and  seemingly  interested  in* 
fiexibilily  of  his  public  principles.  Let  me  tell  that  gen* 
tlenoan,  that,  while  the  Peqple  believe  Mr.  Adams  to  be 
a  good  man  at  home,  they  are  inclined  to  think  that  he 
is  disposed  to  play  the  g^me  of  ambition  rather  too  rank- 
]y  abroad.  The  gentleman  has,  however,  solaced  us  with 
his  opinion,  that  we  have  the  ablest  Cabinet  this  country 
has  seen  nnce  the  first  Cabinet  under  General  Washing 
ton.  Comparisons,  ar,  are  somewhat  odious  {  and  it  is 
almost  as  great  a  breach  of  politeness  to  dispute  a  gentle- 
man's taste.  If  that  gentleman  can  find  in  the  tremen- 
dous rhetorical  explosions  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  I  have  seen  in  the  public  papers^-  - 
that  a  wag  has  said,  very  facetiouslpr,  are  more  like  set- 
ting the  multiplication  table  to  music  than  any  thing  else 
—if,  \say.  he  can  prefer  these  to  the  luminous  expon- 
tions  of  Albert  Gallatin,  I  shall  not  quarrel  with  hia  judg- 
ment ;  nor  will  I  for  setting  a  higher  price  upon  the  abi- 
lity of  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  than  u^on  that  of 
James  Madison.  I  know,  sir,  that  Mr.  Clay  is  a  high- 
ly gifted  man.  As  a  popular  declaimer  on  this  fioor,  I 
presume  he  has  scarcely  ever  had  his  equaL  In  the  abi- 
lity with  which  he  filled  that  chair,  in  the  parliamentary 
tact,  and  in  the  adroit  management  of  this  body,  the  joint 
result  of  intejiect  and  fine  social  qualities,  his  power  will 
j  never  be  forgotten.  But  let  me  say,  that  the  very  mo- 
!  ment  he  went  into  the  Department  of  State,  this  Sampson 
!  was  not  only  shorn  of  his  strength,  but  of  something  Infi- 
;  nitely  more  valuable.  I  will  not  continue  this  part  of 
'  the  discussion  :  not  a  single  harsh  term  shall  now  escape 
me.  If  the  victory  is  ours,  it  is  not  over  his  blighted  for- 
tunes that  I  shall  find  my  triumph,  however  just  the  des- 
tiny that  awaits  him. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Evzabtt]  af- 
ter having  himself,  in  some  degree,  widened  the  theatre 
of  hostifity,  exclaims — ^let  us  have  done  with  this  exter- 
minating war^let  us  have  peace  and  tranquillity.  Will 
the  gentleman  permit  me  to  tell  him  how  this  may  be  ac- 
complished >  Let  the  Administration  abdicate,  and  he 
and  nis  friends  sliall  have  a  plenty  of  peace,  and  no  perse- 
cution. But  he  is  exceedingly  philosophical  and  benev- 
olent. He  exclaisns,  whilst  his  friends  are  in  possession 
of  the  power,  which  we  believe  the  People  intended  for 
ours,  for  God's  sake,  liands  off  \  let  us  keep  what  wo 


hftTe  got «  remember  you  are  expending  by  your  vicrfence 
«« the  moral  wealth  of  the  oountiy.*'  Let  me  say  that  this 
is  a  treasure,  of  i»hich  many  people  cany  but  a  small 
amount*  even  for  current  change,  in  their  pockets,  and, 
in  spite  of  the  immense  expense  of  this  fund,  ve  shall 
continue  to  war  with  him  and  his  friends^  within  just 
and  honorable  limits,  until  we  conquer,  or  are  beaten. 
When  the  People  have  settled  this  contest,  the  gentle- 
man may  be  gratified  with  a  pacification,  as  halcyon  as 
the  benevolent  harmony  of  his  own  feelings.  The  gen- 
tleman, however,  has  subjected  the  presumption  of  our 
hopes,  the  eagerness  of  our  expected  triumph,  to  a  se- 
vere chastisement.  He  has  told  us,  that,  after  our  hunts- 
man had  hunted  down  the  game,  he  will  find  some  of  the 
hounds  at  his  own  throat.  8ir,  we  are  content  to  take 
the  hazard,  and  are  not  alarmed  b^  the  fiite  of  Actaeon. 
We  believe,  ^f  this  distinguished  citizen,  who  is  empha- 
tically the  candidate  of  the  People^  reaches  the  first  of- 
fice within  their  |^ft,  that,  coming  into  power  backed  by 
that  moral  energy  which  arises  from  the  fiict  of  his  be- 
ing really  their  choice,  with  clean  hands  and  a  pure 
heart,  riding  on  no  political  stalk  horse,  with  the  ambi- 
tion of  no  hnaly  dyn&stvlo  cater  for,  and  no  pledged  suc- 
oeanon  to  suppoit,  but  honestly  intending  to  do  his  duty, 
by  the  asnstance  of  a  ssgaciouh  understanding  and  an  in- 
trei>id  heart,  he  may  fearlessly  throw  himself  upon  the 
justice,  the  generosity,  and  latitude,  of  his  countiy,  and 
defy  the  worst  hostility  of  his  enemies.  And  let  me  say 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  even  if  the  great 
Western  hunter,  the  master  spirit  of  the  battle,  on  his 
side,  should,  after  our  victory,  wind  his  horn,  which,  like 
the  blast  of  Roderick  Dhu,  ••  is  worth  a  thousand  men,'' 
be  might  blow  it  until  he  broke  a  blood  vessel,  and  there 
would  not  be  a  single  cur  found  in  his  pack,  who,  starting 
fh>m  the  kennel,  could  iump  knee-high  towards  that 
throat  which  is  threatened  with  their  puny  vengeance. 
JLet  me  also  say  to  him,  that,  to  a  man  who  fiiirly  obtains 
power,  intends  honestly  to  use,  and  justly  deserves  it, 
the  press  has  no  terrors  ;  its  diitempered  exhalations  may 
arise,  and  seem,  for  a  moment,  to  obscure  that  brightness, 
which  is  at  last  destined  to  settle  in  eternal  sunshine. 
God  forbid  that  it  should  be  otherwise.  After  fretting 
out  a  feverish  existence  in  this  world,  the  destiny  of  man 
would  be  miserable  indeed,  if  the  sting  of  the  scorpion 
and  adder  was  to  be  perpetual  5  if  there  was  «•  n<f  bright 
reversion,  **  by  which  the  moral  judgment,  even  of  an 
early  posterity,  should  correct  the  mjustice  of  a  contem- 
poraiy  age. 

But  I  have  sufficiently  trespassed  on  the  patience  of 
the  House.  Let  me,  before  I  sit  down,  make  one  appeal 
to  the  friends  with  whom  I  act  { let  us,  before  we  adjourn, 
put  this  matter  to  rest,  by  coercing  the  question— that 
Monday  may  not,  indeed,  be  black  Monday,  but  bright 
Monday,  by  our  turning  over  a  new  leaf,  despatching  the 
public  business,  and  by  preparing  speedily  to  go  to  our 
own  homes. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to  have  it 
known  how  much  difficulty  he  had  had,  to  overcome  the 
repugnance  he  felt,  to  make  any  demand  upon  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  House  in  this  debate.  If  known  to 
others,  to  the  extent  he  had  felt  it  himself,  he  was  afitiid 
it  would  be  deemed  an  absolute  weakness.  He  had  been 
for  some  ttrce,  he  said,  out  of  the  House.  Great  changes 
had  taken  place  in  its  composition  during  that  period. 
There  were  many  members  to  whom  be  was  a  stranger, 
it  seemed  to  Iiim,  also,  that  there  was  a  change  in  the 
kind  of  demand  they  nutde  on  each  other.  Nothing  ap- 
peared to  him  likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  House 
--judging  from  what  he  had  witnessed— unless  it  was 
piquant,  highly  seasoned,  and  pointed  with  individual  and 
personal  allusion.  For  this,  he  was  neither  prepared 
nor  qualified.  He  would  lake  up  as  little  time  aa  possi- 
we,  and,  as  fiir  as  he  could,  would  avoid  all  topics  that 


were  likely  to  irriUte  and  inflame.  He  would  ni  ha 
treat  of  the  great  question  which  sgiutei  the  Per^u 
this  nation,  and  upon  which,  as  one  of  the  Peopk^k^ 
a  decided  opinion.  If  touched  at  all,  it  wouH  be  ineiis 
tally,  as  the  natural  consequence  of  renaib  apw  a 
subject  before  the  House,  and  of  the  facts  he  sfaookl  Im 
to  sute,  and  not  as  a  principal  point 

It  was  one  thing,  he  said,  to  ofler  srcwlationftefti 
under  consideration*  and  another  to  vote  opoo  it  m 
had  been  offered.  The  gentleman  from  Kentudr,! 
hoped,  would  consider  him  ss  speakio;  with  entire  t 
spect  for  his  motives  and  views,.  But,  for  ^xmO, 
must  say,  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  not  hare  offa^a 
resolution  ;  yet,  being  brought  fionrird,  be  woom  j 
vote  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  nor  to  imkeMyolkrS 
position  of  it,  that  would  prevent  the  proposed  «ia 
from  having  a  full  discussion  and  free  coane,  Tv.n 
sons  for  both  these  conclusions  sppeared  to  bnU!  3 
perfectly  satisfactory.  * 

He  would  not,  he  said,  have  proposed  soA  1  it«i 
tion,  because  he  thought  it  must  be  umvailoig.  It^^ 
too  extensive  for  nny  practical  purp<»e-«t  mbwkm 
much.  It  embraced  the  whole  business  of  CoBgr*  ^ 
was  our  duty,  he  saud,  to  take  cste  that  the  pfiW« 
fairs  were  carried  on,  in  the  most  pn**"*^"T?J 
the  People,  and  with  the  least  public  burthen.  AiriQ 
was  not  peculiarly  the  duty  of  Congress  »t  any  we  w 
but  at  aU  times.  It  was  the  great  end  •»!  '^jectofR-^ 
bors  and  our  care,  and  ought  to  be  of  daily  ipjac « 
by  all  of  us.  He  thought  it  too  much,  to  derolTeupw^ 
gle  committee  the  whole  of  that  which  waiwc»*^ 
concern  and  care  of  Congress.  .  ,^^ 

He  thought  it  unnecesssiiy.  Evety  *»«Jf  ^^ 
by  this  resolution,  was  ahready  provided  iff.  ^^  1 
ance  with  the  duty  of  the  House,  by  the  ay«T 
CommiUees,  to  give  effect  to  the  great  P»*:  L^ 
stitution,  within  their  respectives  spheres.  ^^ 
can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  btttinpu"""**} 
propriations  made  by  law.  No  oflBcer  c»n  be  ip^ 
but  under  the  authority  of  the  constitution  «  J* 
No  salary  can  be  affixed  to  an  office,  but  byw^ 
warrant.  The  Committee  of  Ways  "d  **^  wa  f 
ing  committee  of  the  House— acts  upon  «*J*|y 
n-shed  by  every  department  of  the  Governncn^ 
called  upon  to  report  appropriations,  "l^ J^ 
these  estinnates  with  existing  laws  and  e»*p  |v 
cies,  and  report  only  such  as  are  justified  by  »»•  , 
they  report  the  appropriation  bills,  esch  '^""^  g^, 
subject  to  the  revision  of  every  ™*'"*'^'  J^^s; 
The  annual  appropriation  bill  brings  c^^'yTjjf. 
review.  The  House  itself  is  to  examine  ia<»^^. 
see  that  all  is  in  conformity  with  the  Uw.  Hi«\ 
too.  Committees  on  the  expenditure  of  csch  Dep^ 
And  a  Committee  on  the  Public  ^^P^^^^^'fi'- 
a  biennial  examination,  and  see  that  the  o^J^i 
been  faithfully  applied,  according  to  ^'^^rt' 
and  fully  accounted /or  ?  He  would  "°'  "P**!-^ 
sent  of  the  manner  in  which  Congress  "^"^"^-j 
tions,  nor  how  they  are  to  be  accounted  f*i  7^^ 
the  contingent  fund  of  this  Houses  or  ^[•''yf^jjin 
partmcnts.  But  he  would  say  this— if  »n^ JL  jj 
pointment  not  authorized  by  law,  or  *"y^  ^ 
which  the  law  does  not  authorise,  '«*  ^  'P^itJK  ^ 
be  pointed  out  and  traced  to  its  source,  *;,^t^,j 


oe  pomted  out  and  traced  to  its  sourer,  "-  ^^^  j 
fence  and  the  offender  may  be  knovn.   u^ 
nonesuch.  wmidnflt'*' 

There  was  still  anotlier  reason  why  ^^l^l 
brought  forward  such  a  resolution— he  spoie^ 
and,  af^er  listening  to  this  debate,  as  »«»[*'.'t5  Jr  ^ 
exanfiination  for  himself— there  wss  no  b«f« '».  ^  ,^ 
resolution,  as  thve  ought  to  be,  *>/ »***'"^,st*«^ 
was  abuflie  or  extravagant  expenditure,  **j^  fip^ 
things  as  rendered  a  general  inquiiy  ncce**' 


£8^5 
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Reirauhmeni, 


fbr^the  purpose  of  immediate  correction,  or,  as  had  been 
intimated,  to  procure  materials  for  a  more  propittotts  mo- 
ment.    The  structure  of  this  Government  was  not  the 
'Work  of  a  day.     He  did  not  speak  of  the  Constitution, 
but  of  the  fabric  which  had  been  constructed  under  tlie 
Ounstitution,  for  effectuating  its  great  purposes.     It  had 
not  been  built  np  atone  time,  but  by  successive  and  con- 
ti  til  led  exertions  of  successive  Legislatures.     It  was  not 
the  w^ork  of  one  party,  but  of  all  the  parties  which  had 
existed  in  the  United  States.    Begim  by  one,  extended 
and  enlarged  by  another ;  at  onetime,  perhaps,  carried 
too  fair,  and  then  somewhat  reduced,  so  as  to  adapt  it  to 
the  state  of  the  country.     Hut,  in  such  reduction,  always 
following^  the  only  course  that  can  lead  to  any  practical 
result — that  of  examining  it  item  by  item,  and  piece  by 
piece.      It  was  not  now  the  possession  of  one  set  of  men, 
nor  of  one  party,  but  of  the  whole  People  of  the  UnUed 
States,  by  whose  immediate  Uepresentatives  it  had  thus 
been  coustnicted.    The  Legislature  was  created  by  the 
Constitution — its  pay  and  expenses  are  regulated  by  it- 
self.     The  Executive,  too,  was>stablished  by  the  Con 
stitution.     The  subordinate  ofYicers  have  been  created 
by    Conjpress,  and  increased  according  to  the  growing 
wants  of  this  expanding  nation.     Their  pay  and  emolu* 
ments  abo  have  been  fixed  by  Cong^ss.     Even  the  num- 
ber of  Clerks  in  each  Department,  and  the  pay  of  every 
Clerk,  is  regulated  and  ascertained  by  law.     It  liad,  in- 
'  deed,  been  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Ranoolph]  that  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
,  House  hat]  increased  in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  its 
numbers  ;  that,  in   twenty  years,  the  numbers  of  tlie 
,  members  hacl  only  doubled,  and  the  expenses  were  near- 
ly quadrupled.     This  matter  is  entirely  under  the  rcgtt- 
l.^lation  of  the  House.     If  the  expense  be  too  great,  let  it 
.'.be  checked  and  controlled,  oy  limiting,  if  it  be  possible, 
^;- those  brandies  of  service  which  occasion  the  expense. 
^l[But  he  did  not  believe  the  numerical  argument  precisely 
^'^  correct,  or  that,  in  this  case,  2  and  2  would  necesNarily 
^^  only  make  4.     When  it  was  considered  that  this  Confed- 
'^eration    now  embraced  twenty-four  States,   and  three 
*  ^  Territories  ;  when  we  considered  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
I ;  tr}',  and  the  space  through  which  information  was  to  be 
\,, diffused  \  he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  error  to  sup- 
^  pose  that  the  expenses  would  increase  only  according  to 
^,,;the  increase  of  the  number  of  Representatives.     He  ra- 
'^ther  thought,  that,  like  the  price  of  plate,  glass,  or  dia- 
^monds,  they  would  increase  in  somewhat  of  a  gcometri. 


such  a  resolution,  %i| 
travaganc«  and  alMl 
imply,  cannot  be  ace 
impossible,  whateva 
monstrative  refutatia| 
subject  for  discussioi 
to  spread  abroad  an  4 
exist,  and  are  allowei 
under  the  very  eye 
weaken  the  attachmei 
— not  to  the  Admmisl 
to  this  set  of  men  in  p 
the  Government  itself 
he  had  seen  In  a  newii 
advantage  or  use  is  l| 
This  is  especially  the  C 
ourselves. 

There  was  one  part  ^ 
the  strongest  repugnant 
never  had  discussed  it| 
would.     He  referred  to 
The  amount  of  the  pay 
ver  been  altered  but  on4 
stitution.     [Mr.  RaxdoiI 
mode  of  compensation,  < 
diem  now  allowed  was  i 
substance  (he  had  no  exil 
allowed  by  the  compeni 
and  no  more,  had  been  t 
ganization  of  the  Govern 
ed  an  extravagant  or  e 
back,  he  said,  to  the  pei 
bw)  with  great  regret, 
num  compensation  inju 
amount,  but  he  regrette< 
should  have  been  agits 
He  would  rather  have  fc 
No :  the  advantage  was 
nther  have  forgone  th( 
have  been  instrumental ' 
gret. 

Dismissing  this  subjec 
ways  accompanied  with 
was,  on  general  grounds 
examination,  that  the 
abuse,  and  the  con8eqn< 
to  this  House,  to  the  Ki 


^cal  ratio.     Tlie  greater  part  of  the  expense,  however,  it  I  branch  of  the  service, 
^was  obvious,  was  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  giving  in-    mean  to  say  that  there  \ 
'^formation,  and  this  was  an  object  of  too  much  importance    was  no  proof,  nor  reasc 
Lio  be  sacrified  fur  the  purpose  of  saving  expense. 
**.     The  establishments  of  the  country  had  been  formed  in 


the  same  way^the  Army»  the  Navy,  the  foreign  inter- 
l^jcourse.  On  what  basis  do  they  stand  ?  Each  on  the  foot- 
&"(>  upon  which  it  has  been  deliberately  placed  by  Con- 
'^'gressi  aAer  carefully  considt* ring  what  tiie  public  service 
u|required,  and  what  they  were  respectively  worth.  There 
Jimay  have  been  error — nothing  human  is  exempt  from  !!• 


p     .-  Y  I  exempt 

^ability  to  error.  Sometimes,  however,  it  is  imputed  with 
Uunjust  severity.  But,  if  there  be  error,  let  it  be  pointed 
Ufvut,  exannine<1,  and  correctf  d.  There  let  the  wisdom  of 
|C»i^gre8s  apply  the  remedy,  at  the  point  where  the  evil 

I  ^1iere  was  an  additional  reason  why  he  would  not  have 
loUtr  red  such  a  resolution,  and  especially  at  the  present 
Jmornent.  He  would  state  it  freely.  At  the  same  time, 
[Vt?  thought  it  proper  to  say,  thai  he  had  no  doubt  the  re- 
L|io\\ition  vras  fairly  and  honestly  meant,  and  for  the  direct 
jLvMrpose  which  tlie  mover  himself  had  stated.  He  (the 
f-tnover)  thou|^ht,  and  some  of  h'w  constituents  thought, 

f\Via\  there  were  points  in  which  reform  was  necessary. 

ftand  that  they  might  be  embraced  by  a  general  inquiry! 

|[^  But  hit,  (Mr.  8's)  objection  to  himself  bringing  forward 


^ 
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such  office.  Nor  woidc 
less  expenditure.  But 
none,  and  in  this  debate 
all  the  offices  are  creav 
of  Congress,  as  even  tl 
salaries  fixed,  and  both 
he  could  not  suppose,  ii 
had  previously  been  lai< 
lars  extravagance  or  abi 

On  the  coKtrar}',  he 
neral  evidence  of  a  wis 
of  the  aflairs  of  this  coi 
sent  administration  mc 
in  general,  giving  to 
just  portion  of  credit, 
they  were  entitled  to  ll 
give  effect  to  a  wise  s] 
merit  belonged  to  Conj 

Matters  o*  revenue  ai 
cd  in  figures.  He  wou 
ed  to  think  that  evei 
would  sav  that  he  d 
joct  could  be  undcrsto 


WM  a  matter  ot  cakolation,  after  all  i  and  nothing  but 
cakulatioiiy  boweTcr  tedious  the  process,  would  lead  to 
tore  results.  He  did  not  intend  to  restrict  himself,  in 
this  inquiry,  to  the  term  of  the  present  administralion. 
Beginnmg  with  the  peace,  when  the  nation  was  liberated 
nom  the  eztraordmaiy  demands  of  war,  he  would  em- 
brace I  he  whole  period  of  the  last  administration,  (which 
one  j^ntleman  had  said  he  thought  was  wasteful  and 
pi^*;^l»)  And  as  much  of  the  time  of  the  present  admin- 
istration as  had  already  expired,  in  order  to  show  that 
there  had  been,  and  still  contimied  to  be,  a  wise  and 
economical  management  of  the  affkira  of  the  countiy. 
What  had  been  accomplished  during  that  period  ? 

From  the  Treasury  report  of  1816,  it  appears  that  the 
public  debt  was  then  estin  wtv  d  (30th  September,  1815) 
St  ...  .  $119,635,558  46 

"  Subject,"  the  report  adds,  •«  to  con- 
wderable  ;^cbai«ges  and  additions,**  esti- 
■Mtcd  at  ....     7,000,000,  00 


Making  a  total  of 


$126,635,558  46 


There  were,  besides,  large  floating  claims  growing  out 
<if  the  war,  for  which  Congress  has  been  obliged,  from 
thnc  to  time,  to  make  provision.  The  public  debt,  ihere- 
fcre,  in  Jamiai>',  1816,  was,  in  round  numbers,  one  lum- 
dred  and  twenty-six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.    What 
is  it  now  }  Nominally,  sixty-seven  millions.     But,  of  this 
•gg^gate,  seven  millions  were  the  subscription  to  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  for  which  we  have  the  same 
amount  in  stock  of  equal  or  of  greater  value.    Deduct 
that  sum,  and  the  total  debt  is  but  sixty  millions.    So 
that,  during  the  period  of  about  twelve  years,  beginning 
immediate W  after  the  war,  there  has  been  an  extinguish- 
■lent  of  debt  to  the  amount  of  rather  more  than  sixiy-six 
millions.    But  this  is  not  all.     There  has  been  created, 
dtinng  the  same  time,  a  debt  of  five  millions  of  dollars  to 
]MirclMse  Florida— that  is,  to  pay  the  claims  of  oiir  own 
tittsen%  stipulated  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  to  be  paid  as 
the  price  of  that  purchase.     This  sum  being  added,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  there  Is  an  aggregate  of  seventv-one  mil- 
lions, or  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  during  the 
whole  of  that  period,  beaides  paying  the  intere&t  of  the 
debt,  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  making  li- 
beral provisions  for  the  public  service.    This  is  some- 
thing.    But  much  more  had  been  done.    For  what  he 
was  about  to  say,  he  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  year  1816.     At  the 
bead  of  that  committee  was  a  gentleman  who  could  not 
be  remembered  without  feelings  of  deep  reg^t  at  the 
public  loss  sustained  by  his  early  death.     He  possessed, 
in  an  uncommon  degree,  the  confidence  of  this  House, 
and  he  well  deserved  it.     With  so  much  knowledge,  and 
with  powers  which  enabled  him  to  delight  and  to  instruct 
the  House,  there  was  united  so  much  gentleness  and 
kindness,  and  such  resi  unaffected  modesty,  that  you 
were  already  prepared  to  be  subdued  before  he  exerted 
his  commanding  powers  of  argument.    He  spoke,  he  said, 
of  the  public  losa.     As  to  the  individual  himself,  (the  late 
William  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,)  he  had  lived  long 
enough  to  acquire  the  best  possible  reputation — a  re. 
putation  earned  by  a  well  spent  life.    But  to  return  to 
the  immediate  subject.    It  appeared  from  tlie  report, 
that,  at  the  period  referred  to,  (1816,)  there  was  a  direct 
tax  of  more  than  five  miHiouii  and  an  lialf :  tl)ere  were  in. 
tcmal  taxes,  consisting  of  licenses  to  distillers,  tax  on 
carriages,  licenses  to  retailers,  auction  duties,  tax  on  fur- 
niture, on  manufactures,  excise  on  distilled  spirits,  and  in- 
creased postage,  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  more  than  twelve  millions  and  an  half 
of  dollars.     From  all  this  weight  of  burthen  the  People 
of  this  country  had  been  relieved.    Above  twelve  mil. 
Uooa  mod  aa  kudf  of  revenue  had  been  aurrendered.    Yet 


the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  amounting,  ttthebepa. 
ntng  of  the  period,  to  more  thsn  six  nullions  of  dtfan 
per  annum,  had  been  duly  paid  j  the  cUinngroviaja*. 
of  the  war,  of  very  large  amount,  had  been  ^\;ik 
Army  establishment  supported  ;  the  Nivy  miintoinwl  jrd 
augmented ;  a  system  of  fortifications  establialied  u. 
prosecuted,  commensurate  with  the  wiati  of  the  m- 
try  ;  the  claims  umler  the  treaty  with  Spiin  hidtwe 
satisfied  ;  the  regular  operations  of  the  GoTcrnmentat- 
ried  on  ;  and,  besides  occasioaal  appropriiiioM  byOw 
gress,  a  permanent  provision  (a  hcary  ditugbt  m  t « 
Treasury,  but  well  applied)  had  beeo  msde  fbridJinf '» 
the  comforts  of  the  declining  years  of  the  wtcnaolj^i 
Revohition.  Something,  not  inconsidenbk,  too,  t^ 
been  done  in  internal  improvement  And,dun>fffe 
same  period,  as  he  had  alreat»y  ststed,  serf  nty  inJ:* 
had  been  paid  off  of  the  principal  of  the  poMicdtbt.  u 
this  amount,  he  thought  it  proper  to  sdd,  mow  to«« 
teen  millions  (principal  of  the  public  debi)Ww» 
paid  during  the  present  administrstion. 

A  Government  which  has  effected  this,  be  wi,^-^ 

seem  to  be  entided  to  the  praise  of  being  w\xmii> 

nomicaUat  least  4uitil  the  contrary  »pptiiwlws« 

proof  of  extravagance.     And  what  is  our  po«w»  vfi^ 

There  is  no  internal  Ux — «o  direct  bttrthen-w«r 

ses  of  our  Government  are  entirely  delnyed  by  ix 

direct  taxation  of  the  ctutoms.    We  src  in  the  f'i«  «^]  ^ 

ment  of  civil,  religious,  and  politicsl  liberty,  to  iDti^« 

without  example  ;  and  last,  not  least,  t'»«  ""'1 

abstinence  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  m  »ert. 

cise  of  its  powers  over  individuals,  ts  csn  P**^/^ 

served  ;  much  greater  than  any  known  6weT8W-';j^ 

did,  or  now  doca  observe.     We  enjoy  under  «^^ 

protection,  and  yet  we  never  feel  ,iU  prt*^ 

know  of  its  existence  only  by  the  benefiuii»!«j*  ^^ 

Out  of  the  income  and  revenue  ^^^^'^ 

millions  a  year  are  irrevocably  destined  is  is*P 

to  extinguisli  the  public  debt    The  proc««  »* 

going  on.     He  would  not  repeat  the accuntt ifti_' 

factory  statement  which  had  been  made  by  w^^;; 

[Mr.  Stewart.]    The  annual  appropristion b »«- 

sufficient  to  pay  off  the  debt  at  the  periods ««»»'_ 

terms  of  the  several  loaits,  it  is  redceraablc.   »«*' 


may  be  paid  off  in  the  year  1835,  and  a  krg«J^;;^ 
cumulated  in  the  Treamiry.    After  that  V^^) 
sent  revenue  will  exceed*  hy  at  least  ten  ""'""^'iv 
lars,  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  m«y  '»*  •^" 
ly  Induced.     Such  is  our  condition,  and  «» 

P^c^  .      ,j  fit: 

But  there  is  other  proof,  more  pw^'f*  V,< 
respects,  more  satisfiictory,  upon  this  P**'|J  .  r.- 
nomy.  What  are  the  totol  expenditures  of  tK  . 
ment,  the  public  debt  included  >  tct  »*^r.^ 
1826.  It  affords  a  better  basis  than  the  y^^^:/:. 
because  it  is  all  matter  of  exact  knowledgfi  «*  -, 
estimated.  The  whole  expenditure  is  »^V!j  ji- 
millions  of  dollars.  The  population  of  the  l^^  - 
at  the  present  moment  is  not  exactly  ^"^f,"',  Ij'.  j 
the  lowest  estimate,  that  can  be  «««'*°'^^> 
expenditure  is  less  than  two  dolUirs  ***  "t„^»!{» 
composing  it.  Mow  then  can  it  be  »"PP?^|ir  piEta 
ed  to  be  by  the  gentleman  from  Vin?'"*  ^^'^^ 
that  the  comparison  with  othercountrie4»ou  a,^ 
vantageous  to  us  ?  There  is  no  co™P*"*"„5Jf  ^ 
Take  the  Government  of  EngUmd,  "^^"U^i  < 
taxation  there,  according  to  the  ^'^^^^  ^..jaIn 
seen,  taking  an  average  of  five  )'««"•*  ,,Lr»r^' 
to  less  than  fifty-three  millions  steriing.t«^"'^,,^i 
taxes  ai-c  aUted  at  aeven  millions  ">»"'»  "*Vjj}cfiij 
sixty  millions.  This  is  equal  to  ^^ree  poun^^^ 
head  of  the  whole  population,  or,  at  U»e  P^j^,,j 
exchange,  fifteen  doilara  a  head.  But  lie  o  ^^  ^ 
member  from  Virginia  [Mr.  FMwJto  i»y»  "^ 


ifisi 
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Retrenchment, 


[FM.2,18a 


opinion,  to  be  mule— a  very  humble  concession,  indeed, 
to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  tlie  Government,  ami  to  the 
eleraled  chai«cter  of  the  men  who  fill  those  elevated 
placet-»the  conccMion  that  we  may  rely  upon  the  truth 
of  wliat  they  tell  us,  in  matters  of  ftict.  As  to  opinion, 
we  can  form  it  for  ourselves.  Less  than  this  cannot  be 
supposed  or  conceded. 

There  were  other  reasons,  lie  said,  why  he  had  not  vo- 
ted  to  lay  tiie  resolution  upon  the  table,  and  would  not 
do  so.  Such  a  vote  mig^ht  be  interpreted  into  evidence 
of  a  disposition  to  prevent  inquiry.  But,  especially,  he 
could  not  consent  to  such  a  vote,  when  the  mntion  was 
accompanied  with  a  remark,  often  since  repeated  as  the 
ground  of  it,  that  this  was  not  the  time  for  inquiry-,  re* 
trenchmetrt,  or  reform.  What  does  this  ai^g^ment  amount 
to  ?  What  does  It  mean  ?  It  means,  1  sappose,  what 
others  have  said— that  it  is  not  a  propitious  moment ;  that 
we  cannot  expect  a  **  cordial  cooperation"  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive  \  it  is  pointed,  therefore,  directly  at  the 
present  Executive;  it  is  a  charge  of  a  sertoos  nature,  cal- 
culated to  prejudice  the  Exectitive  in  the  estimation  of 
the  People,  and  to  bear  upon  the  pending  election  of 
President,  to  the  injury  of  one  of  the  candidates.  Ue 
could  not  give  it  bis  sanction, because  he  knew  nothing  to 
warrant  it.  If  reform  and  retrenchment  were  proper  and 
necessary,  he  believed  the  present  Executive  would  give 
us  his  aid  as  cheerfully  and  as  effectually  as  any  we  could 
have. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [.Mr«  Mamiltov} 
has  veipr  frankly  given  another  version  to  the  suggesfion 
that  this  is  not  the  time.  Ue  would  be  willing  now  to 
collect  materials  for  reform  and  retrenchment,  but  he 
would  not  be  willing  now  to  make  reform  or  retrench- 
ment  And  why  ?  Because  he  did  not  wish  to  give  the 
merit  of  such  a  work  to  the  present  Administration,  but 
to  reserve  it  for  a  future  Administration.  This  is  candid, 
undoubtedly,  but  it  is  unsound  doctrine.  I'he  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  will  be  obliged,  upon  reflec- 
tion, to  abandon  it.  Is  it  consistent  with  the  duty  we 
owe  to  the  People,  to  postpone  the  reform  of  abuses,  if 
we  really  believe  it  necessary,  in  order  that  we  may  strip 
one  Administration  of  the  merit,  and  bestow  the  grrace 
of  it  upon  another  ?  Is  it  not  our  first  duty  to  do  what 
is  required  for  promoting  the  public  war&re,  and  to  do 
it  at  the  time  when  it  is  required  ?  Can  we  justify  our- 
selves in  delaying  it  for  any  constideration  whatever,  much 
less  for  such  an  one  as  that  which  had  been  stated  >  He 
thought  not.  It  would  be  entirely  at  variance  with  eve- 
ry notion  he  had  of  the  proper  functions  of  Congress. 
He  would  therefore  say,  that,  so  fur  as  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  was  calculated  to  do  injury  to  the  present 
Administration,  he  was  opposed  to  it  upon  that  grotind. 
And  with  this  declaration,  he  was  sure  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  too^  candid  to  find  any  fault.  So 
far  as  such  a  motion  was  calculated  to  prevent  or  to  re- 
tanl  inquiry  or  reform,  or  had  the  appeaiance  of  being 
so  calculatcfi,  he  was  opposed  to  it,  because  he  would 
not  willingly  place  any  obstruction  in  the  way. 

He  said  he  was  not  going  to  enter  into  the  contest  of 
crimination  and  recrimination  which  had  been  carried  on 
here*  He  felt  himself  entirely  unfit  for  it.  Some  to- 
pics, however,  had  been  introduced,  having  something  of 
%  specific  shape,  Upon  wfiich  be  would  trouble  the  House 
with  a  few  obseryatipns.  The  diplomatic  intcrctiii'se  of 
the  eountry  has  been  charged  with  extravagance  and  mis- 
management  j  and  with  what  may  perhaps  be  termed 
want  of  taste  in  its  style.  He  understood  a  gentlenuin 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  FiofD]  to  contend,  that  the  whole 
character  of  our  foreign  intercourse  ouglit  lo  be  chang- 
ed. If  the  allowance  to  our  Ministery'  was  top  low,  he 
[Mr.  FiOTB]  would  agree  to  raise  it ;  but  they  sl>ould 
come  home  when  the  business  was  done.  There  should 
\>^  no  permanent  misfioDi  io  otUer  poiii^trici— no  Minis- 


ters remaining  abroad.  This,  swd  Mr.  S,  wocHbe  t 
entire  change  of  the  system  acted  upon  by  theGm 
ment  ever  since  its  foundation.  It  ought  not  lobev  ;♦ 
ed  without  being  thoroughly  considered.  Weffook-, 
peal,  then,  to  the  House,  whether,  in  the  prf sent r« 
of  the  world,  any  civilized  Nation  wasst  libert>to»ii 
hold,  or  refuse  the  ordinary  and  establisijcd  dutwi 
courtesy  and  hospitality  >  If  she  claim  to  be  of  tti  J 
mily  of  civilized  nations,  and  wish  to  msintain  the  ^i 
lations  of  peace  and  commerce,  is  it  in  herpoferl 
withdraw  herself  from  associ-iiing  with  themnposiS 
terms,  and  in  the  manner,  which  the  common  cwirej 
ence  has  settled  >  An  individual  may  shut  binarifo? 
his  house— may  refuse  to  visit— may  determine  i^>)!  fe 
will  neither  give  nor  receive  invitations ;  if  he(lo,i:»i 
not  only  be  at  the  expense  of  mitch  innocent  gniii 
tion  to  himself,  and  at  the  expense,  too,  of  i»nr  t\ 
advantages  to  himself,  but  it  will  be  s  po»tiTe  wK  « 
wrong  to  society  ;  for,  as  far  as  bis  example  g»i 
must,  if  adopted,  cut  up  society  *>/ ^'^•"'f  J'j;^ 
same  with  nations.  No  one  can  sliut  herself  up.  R^ 
been  the  policy  of  this  nation,  fin^m  the  ^J^^^.^ 
form  her  part  in  this  system  of  mutu.1  »«d  f '^,: 
course.  Av,  sir,  said  he,  and  let  it  be  reme3.bemv 
rTf  the'first'and  kni>'l-t.  gntifie^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
ever  received,  was  the  reception  of  ^f/,*'^!. 
court  of  Fraice—n  act  ihich  g-W'^'X^'t^ 
one  of  the  fiimily  of  Independent  N.t»n,»a.^^^^ 
her  moral  power  both  at  home  and  ab  (4d.  in^. 
tem  is  to  be  changed.  Congress  must  aoiu^^^ 
it  continues,  the  duty  of  the  Executirei  jorj^ 
feet ;  and  no  blame  can  attach  to  the  ^^^^;\^_ 
executing  the  provisions  of  the  CenstituuoBi^t 

It  was  true,  he  said,  that,  within  a  ewve.^;^ 
diplomatic  intercouf^  had  been  «tendtO 
pensesincreasec'.    ^'he  fiimily  of  nat.o«  tal^J^ , 
larged  by  the  interesting  addition  of  tbe  ^,. 
this  henuspliere.     It  was,  in  every  view,  ?«•«;• 
teresting  to  us.     They  were  new.  "»';  *   ^^, 
neighbors,  with  whom  we  must  h»ve  fcW»^ .  . . 
whom  there  could  be  no  doubt  it  ^^"f^';,^ 
should  be  the  relations  of  peace,  of  fr**'?'^ K 
tual  goo«l  understanding.     Upon  this  P^f  J^^ 
of  the  United  Shitea  were  in  advance  ct  lo^. 
did  not  speak  hastily— the  public  ^n^'^";*!,,- 
vance  of  Conirress.  and  Congress  was  m  afl"  ^ . .. 
Executive.     The  missions  were  not  inMn^«v,, 
House,  by  a  resolution,  passed  with  alm^tunc^. 

unanimity— (but  one  member  vote«Ur»jn«  "*  ^^^ 
man  from    Virginia,    not  now  a  '"c"'^'' inifr'.^ 
House,  stimulating  the  ExccniivetoopcntDe  n   ; 
pledged  itself  to  support  him  i"  the  measiire,  ^  ^ 
ed  a  liberal  provision  for  the  expense.    '"J'^u.;: 
no  expression  since  of  a  wish  to  »bamlon  ^j!^  .  ., 
intercourse.     Whatever  may  be  the  "P;":^^^ 
missions  to  the  new  States,  all  who  read  tne«^^ 
and  know  any  thing  of  the  nature  ^^^l^^^^' 
tcrcourse  with  ihem-all  who  know  l^^w  '^ 
ed,  courted,  and  caressed,  by  the  Europea"^ ^^ ^ , 
the  rtroggle  that  is  carried  on  for  t"«\^;*^ri.,i?« 
thing  of  other  and  more  general  c^wiJers^  ^ , 
the  importance  of  cultivating  ^*r.    ^  m- »wJ*^1 
taining  a  good  correspondence  with  tnero ,  ^^  ^  \ 
cannot  neglect  these  things,  without  n**^'!^„<,nl 
valuable  »d*-antages.     His  own  c»«^«*  ^^"^the^^^ 
we  ought  to  omit  no  fair  exertions  to  f^^,jj(t<i 
that  the  missions  ought  to  be  maintaineo. 
them  of  the  greatest  consequence.  ^^^.^ 

Remarks  had  been  made  upon  ««  ^^^j^^^^'y  tif 
Ministers,  their  dress  particularly.  ,W7»J:Kiai»f  ' 
tieman  from  Tn-ginia,  [Mr.  Ftorol  not  let  ,  ^, 
with  the  simpUcity  of  Franklin  and  I-"^';^  g.]k*1 
Houae  would  excuse  a  word  in  reply,    w  i* 
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fMr.  RANDOLPH  explained.  He  expreMed  his  deep 
regret  for  ihftt  |;entlenwn,  [Mr.  King]  and  declared  that  the 
worda  did  not  import  any  reflection  upon  him,  nor  attach 
any  blame  to  htm.l* 

Mr.  SERGEANT  proceeded.  They  were  not  so  un. 
derstood.  He  was  sure  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
did  not  mean  to  lay  cme  unkind  or  reproachful  word  of 
Mr.  Rinr.  The  allusion  to  the  unproductiveness  of  the 
mission  had  come  from  another  quarter,  and  he  [Mr.  81 
had  adopted  the  phrase  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Ur,  Randolph.]  It  was  his  LMr.  S's]  object,  to 
•how,  that  no  one  was  to  blame  for  the  issue,  neither  he 
who  undertook  the  mission,  nor  those  who  appointed 
him.  Of  %hat  eminent  man,  all  know  something;  but 
few  of  us,  probably,  know  tlie  full  extent  and  measure  of 
his  services  to  his  country.  He  confessed  that  he  had 
himself  been  ignorant  till  within  a  few  days  past,  when  he 
was  led  into  an  inquiry  which  discovered  to  him  a  length 
and  magnitude  of  public  service,  beyond  what  he  had  be- 
Ibre  known  or  supposed.  With  regard  to  his  age,  it  was 
sufficient  to  say,  that  he  had  Just  lef^  the  Senate  when 
he  was  appointed  to  England,  and  that  body  afterwards 
appnrrea  the  nomination.  He  was  not  so  old  as  Frank- 
lin was  when  he  left  this  country  for  France,  and  Frank- 
lin served  his  country  faithfully  and  ably  as  their  Minister, 
for  eight  years  and  a  half.  [Mr.  Rakdouh  was  here 
understood  to  say—**  there  could  not  have  been  a  better 
choice."] 

Of  that  mission,  he  said,  which  had  also  been  alluded 
to,  in  which  he  had  the  honor  to  have  a  part,  the  mission 
to  Panama,  he  should  always  have  difficulty  in  speakin|^, 
for  rer}-  obvious  reasons.  At  this  time,  it  was  impossi- 
ble  he  should  enter  into  the  subject,  because  the  mission 
was  still  pending,  in  the  hands  of  our  Minister  at  Mexico. 
He  would  say,  howerer,  in  reply  to  the  allegations 
which  hsd  been  made  against  it,  that  the  mission  had 
the  clear  sanction  of  «11  the  branches  of  the  Government. 
What  has  since  occurred,  could  neither  make  it  right 
or  wrong:  It  stood  upon  the  same  footing  as  at  first. 
If  it  was  right  then,  it  cannot  be  wrong  now.  But  he 
would  say— and  he' said  it  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  it  was 
but  the  humble  opinion  of  an  individual— he  would  say, 
from  all  tliat  he  had  seen,  and  all  that  he  had  heard,  that, 
if  the  Congress  should  assemble  at  Tacubaya,  or  else- 
where, it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  interests 
of  tha  United  States  tliat  we  sliould  be  represented  in 
it  He  was  not  about  to  debate  the  matter.  He  merely 
gave  this  as  his  own  single,  humble,  perhaps  valueless 
opinion. 

He  would  tske  up,  he  said,  but  little  more  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  to  notice  one  or  two  other  topics  which 
had  been  introduced  into  the  discusssion.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  about  the  patronage  of  the  Government, 
and  its  employment  to  strengthen  the  Administration  in 
the  possession  of  power.  This  had  been  particularly  and 
forcibly  insisted  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro> 
Una.  Upon  this  point,  he  said,  he  [Mr.  S.]  might  pro- 
bably differ  from  msn^,  and  perhaps  be  thought  singular. 
But  so  far  from  thinking  patronage  a  source  of  power,  he 
regarded  it  us  a  destroying  canker,  let  it  be  employed  as 
it  might.  He  ^as  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
Executive  would  be  stronger  without  it.  He  would  not 
appeal  in  support  of  this  opinion,  to  a  s*atesman  of  for- 
mer times-^he  did  not  like  the  authority  { that  statesman 
had  employed  a  more  direct  mode — ^but  he  would  appeal 
to  the  nature  of  man.  Let  j^entlemen  reflect,  and  then, 
he  said,  let  them  tell  me  which  are  the  strongest  passions 

•  jroteby  Mr,  Randolph,— VLr,  R.  haiobsenred,  in  flie  report  of  Mr. 
Sergeant**  speech,  that,  what  he  said  in  rcA^renee  to  Mr.  Rafli*  Kinjf, 
!•  stated  MI  a  way  co  flpve  room  for  rery  wrong*  inferences,  on  the  part 
•f  the  reader ;  but  he  has  not  had  eidier  healUi,  or  leistire,  to  write 
down  what  he  did  say  on  the  occasion.  Ue  piirpo«ei  doing  so  at  the 
first  spare  moment. 
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and  feelings  of  our  nature— those  which  leekwon 
gratification,  or  those  which  terminate  in  doing  pad  d 
m  doing  justice  to  others  >  Gratitude,  for  eum^it,  oi 
self  love,  revenge,  dislike.  The  one  is  inodente,tti| 
dull— the  other,  active,  violent,  and  endiirinj;.  Hew 
has  the  power  to  appoint,  must  also  disappoint  Farn 
that  he  can  appoint,  he  must  dinppoint  ten ;  ind  ill «! 
are  disappointed  are  verv  apt  to  be  offended,  ani  tM 
themselves  injured.  The  one  who  is  selected  dij  icti 
cool  and  temperate  regard  for  the  ExccuUve,  E«b6 
is  not  slways  the  case  ?  in  many  instanceii  pride  sigfti 
to  us  that  we  owe  nothing  but  to  our  own  propernwil 
The  disappointed  applicants,  on  the  contrary,  och^ 
whom  supposes  himself  to  be  at  least  as  doerring  »i] 
successful  candidate,  deeply  feel  the  wrong  ihtyij 
has  been  done  them,  and  they  yield  thenwlTe  tea 
resentment  it  naturally  excites.  No,  [said  he ;]  giR  ■ 
no  patronage,  where  there  are  so  many  to  wliai,  rt 
think  they  have  equal  cUims.  But  this  isnotili  T^ 
present  debate  prores  it  There  is  no  psrt  of  tbeca 
duct  of  a  public  man  so  liable  to  iniscosHrttctiwHB 
so  ineritably  exposed  to  misconstruction,  e^fri 
times  of  party  excitement,  as  the  exercise  rft!w|»rfl 
called  patronage.  He  must  exercise  it,  be«««^ 
Constitution  and  laws  require  him  todow^lKtoB 
choice  but  to  make  the  needful  appointments;  wajj 
the  moment  he  has  made  them,  by  the  appliatMJo'a 
rule  of  yyo  ammo,  they  are  imputed  to  an«™[^ 
tives.  If  he  appoint  a  fticnd,  it  is  to  secure  hiBiW 
points  an  enemy,  it  is  to  buy  him.  Erery  »?«»»• 
nipt.  i^ii^l 

He  cannot  possibly  escape  censure,  unlosp^ 
could  find  some  comfortable  neutial,  "^^'"[^^i, ' 
his  fireside,  ignorant  of  the  political  "^o"?  f*^  JaJ. 
around  him,  who  has  never  heard,  or, " '*jfj^, 
has  foiwotten,  that  there  are  two  candidatesb^^ 
dency,  and  who  is  so  entirely  destitute  «  »l'f^|, 
ing  and  knowledge',  as  to  be  on  that  •c^'^"^/*: 
office.  If  he  appoint  friend  or  foe,  it  is  wrcto^j J^ 
How  such  patronage  couM  be  deemeiU80UP«;«r: 
especially  of  undue  power,  endangcrinjptbc&rfw^ 
of  the  Constitution,  he  could  not  ^t^^^^*^.  L 
er  of  appointment  must  be  deposited  soinevhfrt. 
one  can  show  that,  as  now  deposited,  it «  "**v^  ^ 
jury,  and  that  it  can  with  greater  safety  be  p»»? 
where,  he,  for  one,  would  wUlingly  concur  wtjc^^ 
The  condition  of  public  men  hi  tins  ^^^^'y.Tfrij^ 
danger,  in  saying  this,  of  cxtingiiiahiflg  *"',  o.^ 
heart  of  man— was  far,  very  far  from  cn^^J^^j^^* 
enters  into  this  career,  with  the  pun^^*  ™  *!^V 
self  to  the  public  service,  takes  a  vow  of  P^rpf^'. 
erty--a  vow,  too,  which  he  will  be  obliged  tok«^^, 
cumstsnces  will  extort  from  him  its  o^'^"^*"^!' jgjji 
any  extraordinary  effort  of  virtue  on  his  p«rt  "'^ 
Unless  he  has  a  private  fortune  to  support  n"^T,kfr 
be  his  doom.  There  are  femcntoble  i'**^*"'^^!.^^ 
tory  to  prove  it.  With  poverty,  he  must  be  pr^^^^ 
bear  reproach.  If  he  attain  to  an  elevated  suj^^^  j 
immediately  an  object  of  envy,  for  that  whicu.  ^.^ 
not  enviable.  In  times  of  strong  «*9''*f  JJUi 
excitement  particularly,  he  must  be  j"o6y  °\  j^^jir 
though  they  believe  themselves  just,  »?°'"*J,t|jeTk"« 
disposed  to  be  just,  yet  cannot  be  just,  •'^^^g^rj 
under  the  dominion  of  passion.  He  must  ^j^^^fii 
parly  opponents  in  the  heat  of  angiy  <^®"^f  J^rt^iea 
us,  then,  in  the  discharge  of  the  ft»nctions  b«»n8  v^; 
by  the  Constitution,  not  to  indulge  too  »**J"L,  gots* 
and  miscoDstruction  of  a  co-ordinate  brancn  oi 
ment.  .^   d^^ 

Parties  exist  in  this  House,  and  In  ^^f^^!:^9^ 
the  bad  effects  of  high  party  frding,  *°*'i"djj,rt^ 
obvious,  and  none  more  injurious,  than  w  .^^^ 
to  do  injustice  to  each  other's  motirci  »»» 
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Retrenchment 


[H.  07  R. 


See  how  It  operates  here.    We  have  every  inducement   not  understand  it,  speaking  the  langnsfce  of  the  Consti- 

''  '         '   tution  of  the  United  States.    He  understood  it  perfectly 

as  applied  to  the  Government  of  Great  Bntain.  How 
can  there  be  a  majority  of  this  House  against  the  Presi- 
dent ?  When,  as  is  now  the  case,  an  election  of  Chief 
Magistrate  is  ar)proaching  there  may  be  a  majority  of  the 
members,  who  are  individually  opposed  to  the  re-elec« 
tion  of  the  President.  But  would  a  majority  of  this 
House,  on  that  account,  oppose  his  administration,  if  right 
in  itself?  Would  they,  for  that  reason,  oppose  a  mea* 
sure  which  he  should  recommend,  simply  because  he 
recommended  it,  thotigh  it  were  manifestly  wise  and  fit 
in  itself  >  That  would  be  factious.  It  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  sound  doctrine  of  the  Constitution.  We 
do  not  come  here  to  carry  through  the  measures  of  the 
Executive,  as  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons 
carry  through  the  measures  of  the  Ministry.  Neither  do 
we  come  here  to  carry  on  a  rtr^lar  opposUion.  We  have 
full  power  ourselves  to  origmate  plans  for  the  public 
good,  and  we  ought  to  adopt  the  recommendations  and 
views  of  the  Executive  when  they  appear  to  yt  condu- 
cive to  the  same  end. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  an  extraordinary  anomaly,  if  a  ma* 
jority  of  Congress  could  turn  out,  or  drive  otit,  a  Presi- 
dent, during  the  period  for  which  he  is  elected.    So  far 
was  this  fn>m  being  the  case,  tha*-  the  Government  would 
work  just  as  well  if  we  could  not  tell  who,  in  this  House, 
was  for,  and  who  against,  the  Administraiion.     Mr.  Pitt, 
it  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  over- 
threw, or  triumphed  over,  the  Constitution,  by  maintain- 
ing his  post  against  a  majority  of  the  House — that  is,  the 
Constitution  as  it  was  understood  in  practice  before  that 
time  :  for  in  theory,  suc>i  was  not  the  Constitution,  even 
of  England.     But   what  followed  ?     Mr.  Pitt  dissolved 
the  Parliament,  and  threw  himself  upon  the  natjon    for 
support.     The  People  approved  his  measures  ;  g^ve  him 
a  majority  in  Parliament:  and  thencefuKli,  1  suppose, 
according  to  theory  and  practice  both,  he  was  rightfully 
a  Minister.     \b  ftir  as  our  institutions  will  permit,  some- 
thing of  the  same  sort  may  happen  here.     Not  that  the 
People  of  this  country  will  choose  a  Congress  for  or  against 
the  President :  that  is  not  the  issue.     There  is  an  appeal 
now  pending  before  the  People  :  it  is  still  pending,  how 
ever  the  gentleman  (rum  Virginia  may  think  it  already  de- 
cided :  it  is  yet  to  be  decided  by   the  free  voice  of  the 
People  of  the  United  States,  at  the  next  election  of  Pre- 
sident.    If  it  should  be  decided  differently  from  what  he 
thinks,  and  if,  at  the  same  time,  it  should  happen  that 
members  should  be  sent  here  who,  like  the  present,  are 
opposed  to  the  Administration,  still  he  [Mr.S.jMW  nothing 
to  prevent  co-operation  in  promoting  the  public  welfare. 
Howe\'er  that  might  be,  he  [Mr.U.  J  surely  would  not  then 
contend  that  tlie  President  ought  to  retire  and  vacate  the 
place  to  which  he  was  constitutionally  elected,  because 
there  was  a  majority  of  Congress  against  him.     We  all 
derive  our  authority  from  the  same  source  {  we  hold  by 
the  same  tenure  \  we  are  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  same 
Government ;  and  not  one  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
the  other,  or  subjected  to  the  will  or  power  of  the  other. 
We  have  not  the  British  Constitution. 

He  said  he  was  no  prophet,  and  w  ould  venture  no  pre- 
diction as  to  the  result  of  that  great  appeal.  If  the  Peo« 
pie  of  ttiis  country  should  think  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  militaiy  capacity,  whether  in  exercise  or 
not,  was  desirable  or  indisperisHble  in  the  head  of  this  Go* 
vernment,  it  might  have  an  influence  upon  their  decision. 
Mr.  RANDOLPH  explained. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  proceeded  :  I  do  not  wish  to  misun. 
derstand  or  mistake  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  I 
accept  his  explanation — that  he  only  stated,  that  sagacity 
and  courage,  and  the  capacity  for  managing  men,  which 
are  necessary  military  talents,  are  equally  necessary  in 
civil  »fikini.    Thui  understood,  it  meaoi  nothing  more 


to  cultivate  a  good  understanding,  and  to  think  well  of 
^ach  other.     And  yet,  let  what  will  be  before  the  House, 
unless  it  be  some  matter  purely  local,  whatever  a  member 
says»   and  whatever  be  does,  is  immediately  referred  to 
party  views  and  motives.     If,  standing  here  upon  a  foot- 
an^  of  equality,  in  habits  of  daily  intercourse,  and  with 
every  disposition  to  maintain  relations  of  mutual  kindness 
mud  respect,  we  yet  cannot  escape  unjust  judgment  from 
each  other,  what  chance  have  those  who  are  separated 
from  us  by  distance  and  employment,  and  whose  places 
arc  the  object  of  contention  ?    This  Government,  as  has 
already  been  said,  in  all  its  branches,  was  instituted  by  the 
I*coplc,  and  for  the  People,  to  promote  their  own  wel- 
fare.  Looking  to  that  purpose,  the  People,  true  to  them- 
selves, will  test  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  by  its 
measures.     Are  those  measures  such  as  are  calculated  to 
promote  the  great  object  of  Government,  and  such  as  the 
People  approve  f    If  they  are,  the  People,  applying  the 
test  b^  which  they  try  the  conduct  of  all  public  servants, 
^fill  give  them  their  approbation.  And  why  should  it  not 
be  so  }  If  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  have  been  faithful- 
ly executed,  if  the  public  welfare  has  been  promoted— > 
passion  may  suggest  other  inquiries,  but  here,  upon  every 
sober  estimate,  they  must,  and  here  I  believe  they  will 
end. 

The  gentleman  fW)m  Virginia,  [Mr.  Riitdolpr]  assum. 
ing  what  yet  remains  to  be  decided,  that  the  People  had 
already  condemned  the  Administration,  went  on  to  say, 
thht,  as  there  was  a  majority  against  them,  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  they  ought  to  retire— that  theie  was  no  in- 
stance till  that  ot  the  younger  Pitt,  of  a  Minister  remain- 
ing in  power  when  he  was  in  the  minority,  and  he  had 
sbUlned  a  parricidal  triumph  over  the  Constitution  of  his 
country.     Sir,  [said  Mr.   Skrokant]  is  there  any  such 
analogy  between  the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain,  and 
\      the  Constitution  of  the  t7nited  States,  that  we  ought  to 
adopt,  in  this  respect,  the  doctrine  of  England  ?     What 
is  the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain  >    There  is  a  heredfta- 
ry  Crown.     The  Ministrj-  is  appointed  by  the  King,  and 
that  Ministry   carries  on  the  business  of  the  Nation  [by 
means  of  a  majority  in  Parliament  as  its   instrument. 
This  is  the  practical  working  of  the  British  CcmstituHon. 
The  Ministry  is  generally  secure  of  a  majority,  though 
for  a   moment  Mr.  Pitt  wus  without  it.     In  the  practice 
under  that  Constitution,  every  measure  originates  with 
the  Ministry,  and  the  Minister  is  to  answer  for  it,  and  he 
is  to  answer,  too,  for  its  failure.     If  he  cannot  pass  his 
measures  through  Pariisment,  what  happens  then  ?   The 
Crown  is  placed  aloft,  to  glitter  in  the  eyes  of  the  Nation, 
and  is  not  to  be  disturbed.     It  is  irresponsible.    The  King 
can  do  no  wrong.     The  Minister  is  accountable  for  every 
thing.     If  he  cannot  wield  the  power  of  Parliament,  he 
must  go  out,  and  g^ve  place  to  one  \(ho  can  ;  and  thus 
the  harmony  of  the  Constitution  is— not  restored — but 
'        preserved.     How  and  by  what  means  it  happens  that  the 
Minister  generally  has  a  majority  in  Parliament,   we  all 
very  well  know.     1  hat  is  their  Government,  and  as  it 
concerns  only  themselves,  if  they  are  satisfied,  we  have 
MO  right  to  object.     But,  is  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  >    He  would  not  be  guilty  of  the  absurdi- 
ty of  askmg  whether  we  had  a  hereditary  Crown,  or  Mi- 
nisters appointe<l  by  the  Crown.     He  meant  to  ask,  and 
to  ask  seriously,  whether  it  was  indispensible  to  the  work- 
ing of  our  Constitution,  thMt  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
and  the  Executive,  both  deriving  their  authority  from  the 
same  source,  the  People  of  the  United  States,  should  be 
.  of  such  entire  accord,  that,  whatever  the  Executive  may 
send  us  shall  pass,  and  whatever  he  does  not  send  us, 
shall  not  past,     lie  had  never  so  understood  it. 

Consitituted  as  our  Government  is,  he  said  he  could  not 
see  with  what  propriety  it  could  be  said  that  there  was  a 
majority  of  this  House  opposed  to  the  President    He  did 
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than  that  the  reniui«  which  conalitutes  a  fcreat  roilitarr 
man*  is  a  vcty  lii^  qualitr*  ami  may  he  equally  utefHl  in 
the  cabinet  and  in  the  field  ;  that  it  bai  a  aort  of  univer- 
aality,  equally  applicable  to  all  aflaira.  We  had  seen  un- 
doubtedly* one  Instance  of  a  rare  and  wonderful  combina- 
tidn  of  ciril  and  military  qualifications^both  of  tlie  highest 
order.  WAsmireToii  was  equally  illustrious  in  either  de- 
partment. But  Wasbibotov  was  the  production  of  an 
age.  lie  belongs  to  an  age,  and  will  give  it  character  by 
his  matchleaa  worth.  When  ages  shall  have  rolled  away, 
he  will  stand  still  more  exalted,  above  all  those  who  have 
•o  much  occupied  our  attention,  with  their  bustling  and 
restless  ambition,  lie  will  be  remembered  when  they  are 
forgotten,  and  his  memory  will  continue  to  be  without 
blot  or  stain.  That  the  greatest  civil  qiulifications  may 
be  found  united  witli  the  highest  militaiy  ones,  is  what  no 
one  will  deny,  wlio  thinks  of  Wasbivotok.  But,  that 
such  a  combination  is  rare  and  extraordinary,  the  fame  of 
Wassivotov  sufficiently  attests.  If  it  were  common, 
why  was  he  so  illustrious  ? 

But  let  it  be    remembered,  also,   that  WASHiireTox 
had  experience  in  civil,  as  well  as  in  military  affairs  ; 
and  his  cuuntr)'  had  had   experience  of  him' in   both. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  LegisUture  before  the 
Itevolutioii.     He   was  a  delegate  from  Virginia  to  the 
firfct  Congress.     He  lef^  his  seat  in  Congress  to  Uke 
command  of  his  cmmtry's  army  in  the  field.     He  was  a 
member,  and  he  was  the  chosen  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes. 
In  civil  employment,  and  for  high  civil  qnalificaiions,  he 
was  well  known  to  his  country,  before  he  wa4  entrusted 
with  the  high  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
there  was  a  thorough  assurance  that  he  had  the  requi- 
site knowledge,  temper,  and  habit.     It  is  not  question- 
eel,  therwfore,  that,  in  WASBivaroir,  civil  and    military 
qualifications    were  combined,  both  in  the  highest  de- 
gree.     But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  will  not  deny- 
no  one  who  has  read  the  hiatory,  or  considered  the  na- 
ture of  man,  can  deny— that  the  talent  for  war  may  exist, 
without  the  qualifications  or  acquirements  for  civfl  rule  \ 
that  there  may  be  evidence  of  the  one,  and  no  evidence 
of  the  other  \  nay,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  impossible  to 
deny,  that  qualities  which  are  perfectly  compatible  with 
the  character  of  a  valiant  and  successful  soldier,  may  be 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  peaceful  administration  of  a 
Hepublic.     I  will  not,  [said  Mr.  S.]  detain  the  House,  by 
entering  into  a  historical  diKcussion  of  Catsur  and  Crom- 
well, and  Napoleon— familiar  subjects  and  well  under, 
stood  J    nor  will  I  inquire  how  far  their  bad  example  is 
palliated  by  the  apology  which  has  been  attempted  for 
them,  that  they  were  the  offspring  of  the  times,  and 
made  no  change  for  the  worse.    Say  wlmt  you  will,  it 
cannot  alter  the  fact.     But,  selecting  one  of  them  for  a 
moment's  consideration,  1  would  ask,  what  did  Cromwell 
do  for  England,  with  all  his  military  genius  ^  ^He  over- 
threw the  monarchy,  and  established  dictatc^rial  power  in 
his  owu   person.     And  what  happened  next  ?    Another 
soldier  overthrew  the  dictatorship,  and  restored  the  mo- 
narchy.    The  sword  eflftcted  both.     Cntmwell  made  one 
revolution,  and  Monk  another  ;  and  what  did  the  People 
of  England  gain  by  it  ^     Nothing,  absolutely  nothing. 
The  rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen,  as  they  now  exist, 
were  settled  and  established  at  the  revolution  in  1688. 
Now  mark  the  difference.     Uy  whom  was  that  revolution 
begun  and  conducted  ?     Was  it  by  soldiers— by  military 
genius — by  the  swonl  }    No.     It  was  the  work'of  ststes- 
men  and  of  eminent  lawyers  {   never  distinguished  for 
military  exploits.     The  faculty  may  have  existed — the 
dormant  faculty.    Hiat  is  what  no  one  can  affirm,  and  no 
one  can  deny.  But  it  would  have  been  thought  an  absurd 
and  extravagant  thing  to  pr«)po$c,  that  one  of  those  emin- 
ent statesmen  and  lav^yers,  in  reliance^ipon  this  possible 
dormant  faculty,  should  be  tent  afterwards,  instead  of  the 


Duke  of  Marlborough,  to  command  the  EngliA  fcrtes  oa 
the  Continent.  These,  then,  arc  the  fruits  of  oviais- 
dom,  Hhich  England  had  not  gained  under  CrwieU, 
nor  by  the  aid  of  Monk— and  there  they  flourisb  si^a 
they  grew  out  of  the  revolution  in  1688,  planted  by  ^ 
hands  of  statesmen. 

In    this   humble   plea   for   civil  qualilicatHm,  let  ne 
advert  to  another,  and  greater,  and,  to  us,  roucfa  wore  is- 
teresting  transaction.     Who  achieved   the  fkeedon  lai 
the  independence  of  this,  our  country  ?     Waahingiond- 
fected  much  in  the  field  ;  but  where  were  tbe  F.-aiikbcs, 
the  Adamses,   the  Hancocks,    the    JeflTeraona,  acd  tkc 
l^ees— the  band  of  aages    and  ]>atriois    whose  cneauKT 
we  revere  ?    They  were  assembled  in  council-     The  hart 
of  the  Revolution  was  in  the  Hall  of  Congress.    Tfieft 
was  the  power  whicli,  beginning  with  appeals  to  the  K-.^ 
and  to  tlie  British  nation,  at  length  made  an  ine^atibk  ap- 
peal to  the  world,and  c<msumiiiate<l  the  Revolution  bj  ifec 
Dechration  of  Independence,  which  Washington,  ckC-ad 
with  their  authority,  and  bearing  their  commiasion,  s^ 
poHed  by  aims.     And  what  baa  this  band  of  patriots,  tt 
sages,  and  of  ^Utesmen,  given  to  us  ?     Not  what  C»c 
gave  to  Borne ;  not  what  Cromwell  gmve  to  Engiaad;  «• 
Napole«n  to  France  :  they  established   for  us  the  great 
principles  of  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty,  upp-. 
the  strong  foundations  on  which  they  have  hitherto  steal, 
and  secured  for  us  the  signal  bleasinsa  we  now  epjw. 
Tliere  may  have  been  military  capacity  in  Congress ;  Iwt 
can  any  one  deny  that  it  is  to  the  wisdom  of  sages,  Wasi- 
ington  being  one,  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  the  bcH 
of  our  enjoyments  ?    Look  at  the  condition  of  the  Des- 
SUtes  of  this  hemisphere.     One  great  cause  of  Saankr, 
it  appears  to  me,  which    prevents  them    {ram  *cafcg 
down  in  peace,  is,  that  they  have  no  such  band  of  ages 
to  direct  their  course.     Whenever  you    hear  •Tdatari*- 
ance,  it  is  General  against  General,  soldier  sguoA.  »\. 
(iter— it  is  the  military  spirit,  generated   by  ^hetr  wan, 
and  not  yet  sufficiently  controlled  by  the  councils  gf 
peaceful  wisdom. 

I  will  not,  [said  Mr.  S.]  be  tempted  to  reflect  upon  tlie 
distinguished  soldier  who  has  been  honored,  aye,  higfah 
honored,  by  his  country.  Far  be  it  from  me,  in  thtsplei 
for  civil  virtues,  to  detract  from  lib  military  renown.  He 
has  dor.e  good  service.  So  has  his  great  competitor.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  say  what  will  be  the  result  of  the 
election.  But  this  I  do  know— time  will  judge  us  slw 
and  award  to  every  one  according  to  his  real  merits,  ii» 
disturbed  by  the  mists  of  prejudice  and  of  passion.  The 
warrior  crown  will  adorn  the  brow  of  the  soldier— the 
wreath  of  civic  merit  cannot  be  denied  to  the  patriot  wbo 
has  faithfully  served  his  country  for  forty  yean«  with- 
out reproach.  1  would  not  needlessly  pluck  a  kaf 
from  either, 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  have  made  these  remark^  but 
for  what  appeared  to  him  the  bearing  of  the  argtimenlbe 
had  heard  yesterday  from  the  gentleman  from  Virgiah. 
He  hnd  occupied  more  time  than  he  liad  intended,  and 
probably  dwelt  on  some  points  with  tedious  minutenesib 
Here  he  would  leave  the  matter,  thanking  the  House  fct 
its  attention.  He  acknowledged  a  decided  opinion  and 
dispiisiti<»n  to  one  side  of  the  great  question  so  oflen 
alluded  to  {  but,  however  strong  his  wishes  were  for 
its  success  he  did  not  desire  uiuieces«arily  to  inBict  a 
wound  upon  any  one. 
[The  House  adjourned  to  Monday] 


MOITDAT,  FSBCSART   4,    1828. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  having  again  proceeded  to  the  oonsid^^- 
tiou  of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Cktltost,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  Mr.  Blakb,  and  Mr.  Hamiltov^-^ 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  roae,  and  said,  perhaps  it  would  be 
vain  to  inquire  by  whom  this  debate  was  introduced.     It 
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U  certain  that  we  have  now  got  into  it,  and  no  gentleman 
can  predict  when  it  will  cloae.  I  cannot  aj^ree  with  the 
Keiitleman  from  Maasaclmsettt,  [Mr.  ErxvcTT]  that  tlie 
Opposition  are  Justly  chargeable  with  its  introduction  in 
the  party  form  w^liich  it  has  Msumed,  nor  for  its  protract- 
ed character.  My  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Lbtchsu] 
has  truly  stated,  what  would  have  been  tlie  firobable 
coune  of  the  resolutions,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Baritjit.] 
The  mover  of  them,  who  is  a  young  member  of  the  House, 
would  have  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  their  passage,  and 
they  would  then  have  rested  quietly  with  the  number- 
less resolutions  which  have  gone  before  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Marvland,  however,  opposed  their  passage, 
upon  the  ground  that  no  cause  existed  even  to  suspect 
the  present  Administration  of  any  abuses.  From  that 
moment  the  debate  assumed  a  party  complexion. 

This  debate  would  have  ended  on  Thursday  last,  afler 
the  solemn  appeal  for  that  purpose,  which  was  made  to 
the  House  by  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  iTivmesTOv]  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts himself  prevented  it,  by  moving  an  adjournment. 
That  gentleman  ought  to  know,  that  he  can  never"  throw 
himself  into  any  debate,  without  giving  it  fresh  vigor  and 
importance. 

It  is  true  that  a  single  straggler  from  the  ranks  of  the 
Opposition  introduced  these  resolutions,  but  without  the 
least  intention  of  bringing  on  a  general  engagement 
When  he  was  attacked,  he  defended  himself  in  gallant 
style,  and  we  were  obliged  both  by  duty  and  by  policy 
to  sustain  him.  It  is  for  that  purpose  I  have  risen.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Etxbxtt]  and  my 
Jriend  and  colleague  from  Pennsylvania,  [Ht*  SsnexAinr] 
have  entirely  changed  the  cfiaracter  of  the  debate,  and 
have  gone  into  an  elaborate  vindication  of  the  present 
Admisistratiuii.  It  is  my  purpose  to  reply  to  tlieir  argu- 
ments. 

My  colleague  commenced  his  remarks,  by  assigning 
several  reasons  why  he  would  not  have  offered  the  reso- 
lutions whidi  liad  been  submitted  to  the  House  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltok.]  Against 
these  reasons,  with  one  exception,  I  have  no  complaint 
to  make.  My  colleague  has  declared,  that  he  would  not 
Imve  introduced  such  resolutions,  because  they  miglit 
tend  to  injure  the  Government  of  the  countiy,  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  People.  Against  this  position  I  take  leave 
to  enter  m\r  solemn  protest  Is  it  the  Republican  doc- 
trine '  What,  sir,  are  we  to  be  toM  that  we  shall  not  in- 
quire into  the  existence  of  abuses  in  tiiis  Government, 
because  such  an  inquiry  might  tend  to  make  the  Govern- 
meM  less  popular  ?  This  is  new  doctrine  to  me— doc- 
trine which  1  have  never  heard  before  upon  this  floor. 

Liberty,  sir,  is  k  precious  gifV,  which  can  never  long  be 
enjoyed  by  any  People,  without  the  most  watchful  ^'ea- 
I'MiRy.  It  is  Hesperian  fruit,  which  the  ever-wakeful  jea- 
liHig^  of  the  People  can  alone  preserve.  The  very  pos- 
session of  power  has  a  strong— a  natural  tendency,  to  cor- 
rupt the  heart  Tlie  lust  of  dominion  grows  witli  its  pos- 
session ;  and  the  man  who,  in  humble  life,  was  pure,  and 
innocent,  and  just,  has  often  been  transformed,  by  the 
long  possesion  of  power,  into  a  monster.  In  the  Sacred 
B:sk,  which  contai  is  lessons  of  wisdom  for  the  politician, 
as  well  as  for  the  Christian,  we  find  a  happy  illustration 
of  the  corrupting  influence  of  power  upon  the  human 
lieart.  When  Hazael  came  to  consult  BUsha,  whether 
bis  master,  the  King  of  Syria,  would  recover  from  a  dan- 
gerous illness,  tlie  prophet,  looking  through  the  vista  of 
futurity,  saw  the  crimes  of  which  the  messenger  who 
stood  before  him  would  be  guiltv,  and  he  wept.  Hazael 
asked,  why  wcepeth  my  Lord  f  The  prophet  then  re- 
counted to  him,  the  murders  and  the  cruelties  of  which  he 
should  be  guilty,  towards  the  children  of  Israel.  Hazael, 
in  the  spirit  of  virtuous  indignation,  replied— Is  thy  ler- 
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vant  a  dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing  ?  **  And  Elisha 
answered,  the  Lord  hath  shewed  me,  that  thou  shalt  be 
king  over  Syria."  Tliis  man  afterwards  became  king, 
b^  the  murder  of  his  master,  and  was  guilty  of  enormi- 
ties, the  bAVfi  recital  of  which  would  make  us  shudder. 
The  nature  of  man  is  the  same  under  Republics  and  un- 
der Monarchies.  The  history  of  the  human  race  proves, 
that  liberty  can  never  longj  be  preserved,  without  popular 
jealousy.  It  is  the  condition  of  its  enjoyment.  Our  ru- 
lers must  be  narrowly  watched.  When  my  colleague  ad- 
vanced the  position  which  he  did,  he  could  not  have  fore- 
seen the  consequences  to  which  his  doctrine  would  lead. 
I  know  that  he  never  could  have  intended  that  it  should 
reach  thus  far  ;  but  ^et  my  inference  is  perfectly  fkir, 
when  I  declare  that  it  is  a  doctrine  which  only  suits  the 
calm  of  despotism.  It  is  the  maxim  of  despots,  that  the 
People  should  never  inquire  into  the  concerns  of  Go- 
vernment. Those  who  have  enslaved  mankind,  fh>m  Cae- 
sar to  Bonaparte,  have  always  endeavored,  by  present- 
ing them  with  amusements,  and  by  every  other  means 
in  their  power,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  People  from 
.the  conduct  of  their  rulers.  I  therefore  differ,  iofo  eadtf, 
from  my  colleague,  upon  this  point.  If  the  resolutions 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  ChiitohI  shall 
have  the  effect  of  more  earnestly  and  more  closely  direct- 
ing the  iittention  of  the  People  to  the  concerns  of  the 
Guvemment,  the  result  will  be  most  fortunate.  If  the 
Government  has  been  administered  upon  correct  princi- 
ples, an  intelligent  People  will  do  justice  to  their  rulers ; 
if  not,  they  wilt  take  care  that  every  abuse  shall  be  cor- 
rected. 

My  colleague  used  an  argument,  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  present  Administration,  which  I  should  not 
have  expected  from  that  quarter.  He  has  stated,  that, 
since  the  year  1816,  the  national  debt  had  been  reduced, 
from  126  to  66  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  very  true  {  and 
from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  one  who  was  igno- 
rant of  the  subject  might  be  induced  to  believe,  that  a 
large  portion  of  this  reduction  may  be  toly  attributed  to 
the  present  Administration.  He  evidently  endemvored 
to  make  this  impresnon  upon  the  House. 

I  wmild  ask  the  gentleman  what  agency  had  the  pre- 
sent Administration — nay,  what  agency  could  they  possi- 
bly have  had,  in  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  ?  Are 
they  entitled  to  the  least  credit  upon  that  account  ?  ^  Cer- 
tainly not.  It  was  a  subject  over  which  they  had  ho  con- 
trol. The  laws  which  brought  the  revenue  into  the 
Treasury,  out  of  which  the  debt  was  paid,  existed  long 
before  they  came  into  existence.  Commerce  wsfted  in- 
to our  ports  wealth  from  all  nations,  and  the  duties  which 
were  collected  on  the  importation  of  fbreig;n  merchandise, 
they  were  bound  to  apply  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
demands  which  existed  aniinst  the  country.  The  Admin- 
istration 6nly  did  that,  which  they  could  not  have  avoid- 
ed doing.  The  money  flowed  into  the  Treasury  without 
their  agency,  and  they  applied  that  portion  of  it  which 
they  were  l>ound  by  law  to  apply,  to  the  extinguish-nent 
of  the  public  debt.  1  have  hitherto  admitted,  that  they 
applied  it  &irly.  The  ancient  British  monarch,  who,  to 
sliow  his  People  the  impotence  of  human  power,  com- 
manded the  tides  of  the  ocean  not  to  flow,  had  no  more 
authority  over  the  Uws  of  nature,  than  the  present  Ad- 
ministration could  have  had,  in  preventing  the  tide  of 
wealth,  out  of  which  the  public  debt  has  been  reduced, 
from  flowing  into  the  country,  ^en  can  never  be  enti- 
tled to  credit  for  doing  that  which  they  could  not  have 
avoided.  The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  bestow  upon  the  present  Administration,  for 
payiiijg  the  national  debt,  is  certainly  not  their  due. 

It  is  true  that,  in  times  like  the  present,  the  Republic 
is  always  most  in  danger.  When  the  clouds  of  adversity 
are  lowering  over  the  country,  and  when  direct  taxation 
becomei  necessaiy  for  the  lapport  of  the  QoTemment, 
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the  People  «re  watchful  and  jeakwa^  and  will  (ben  attend 
atrictljr  to  their  own  concerna.  It  ia  in  the  lialcyon  days 
of  peace  and  protperity*  when  the  jealouay  of  the  People 
8luroben».that  abuar^  are  moat  likely  to  steal  into  the  ad- 
miniatratioii  of  your  Goremment  I  charge  not  the  pre- 
aentAdminiat ration  with  comiptjani  but  I  doibost  solemnly 
believe,  that  several  of  their  measurea  have  had  a  atronjj^ 
tendency  towards  it.  I  thank  Heaven  that,  in  these  day  s» 
a  *'  Militaty  Chieftain*'  haaariaen,  whose  name  isfimiilipr 
to  the  Epa  of  even  the  moat  humble  citiaen  of  this  coun- 
try, because  hia  aervicea  live  in  their  hearts,  who  will  be 
able,  by  the  suffragea  of  the  People,  to  wrest  the  power 
nf  tlua  Government  fron  the  handa  of  ita  present  poases- 
aora.  No  one  elae  could,  at  thia  time,  have  auccesafiilly 
oppoaed  the  immense  patronagie  and  power  of  the  Admin- 
istration. 

I  think  I  have  ahown,  that  the  preaent  A4mir.i8tratioii 
have  net  the  least  chum  to  merit,  fr  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt.  It  ia  a  claim  which  has  no  foundation  npon 
which  to  rest,  it  ia  one  of  the  aplendid  gcnenlities  to 
which  mj  colleague  haa  reaorted,  which,  when  you  came 
to  examine  ninjitely,  vanishes  from  the  tooch. 

I  ahall  now  leave  my  colleague  from  Pennsylvania,  but 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  him,  after  I  shall  have 
diapoaed  of  some  of  the  arguments  of  the  centleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.^  Kvskxtt.]  Before,  however  I  com- 
mence my  reply  to^that  gentleman,  I  beg  leave  to  make 
a  few  obaervationa  upon  the  laat  Preaideniial  election.  I 
ahall  purpoaely  paas  over  cveiy  charge  winch  haa  been 
Blade,  that  it  waa  accomplished  by  bargain  and  aale,  or 
by  actual  corruption.  If  that  were  tlw  case,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  fiict  \  and  shall  therefore  say  nothing 
about  it.  I  sliall  argue  thia  queation  as  though  no  auch 
chargea  had  ever  been  made.  So  far  as  K  regards  the 
conduct  which  the  pee|>le  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
puraue,  at  the  approaching  election,  I  agree  entirely  wjth 
the  eloquent  gentleman  m>m  Virginia,  [Mr.  ItAViMiLrH] 
(I  cannot  with  propriety  call  him  my  friend,}  that  it  can 
make  no  difference  whether  a  bargain  existed  or  not. 
Nay,  in  some  aspecta  in  which  the  subject,  nuy  be  view- 
ed, the  danger  to  the  People  would  be  the  greater,  if  no 
cormption  had  existed.  It  is  true,  that  thia  eircumalance 
ought  greatly  to  influence  our  individual  opinions  of  the 
men  who  new  wield  the  destinies  of  tlie  Republic  ;  but 
jet  the  precedent  would  be  at  least  equally  dangerous, 
m  the  one  case,  as  in  the  othtr.  If  flagrant  and  gross 
corruption  had  existed,  every  honest  man  would  start 
from  It  with  instinctive  horror,  and  the  People  would  in- 
dignantly hurl  those  men  from  the  seats  of  power,  who 
had  thua  betrayed  their  dearest  interests.  If  the  eleciion 
were  puret  there  is,  therefore,  the  greater  danger  in  the 
precedent.  1  believe,  in  my  soul,  that  the  precedent 
which  waa  established  at  the  last  Presidential  election, 
ought  to  be  reversed  by  the  People,  and  this  is  one  of 
my  principal  reasons  for  opposing  the  re  election  of  the 
preaent  Chief  Magistrate. 

I^tos  examine  this  subject  more  closely.  General 
Jackson  was  returned  by  the  People  of  this  country  to 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  wiiri  a  plurality  of  electo- 
ral  votea.  The  distinguished  individual  who  is  now  the 
Secretaiy  of  SUle,  was  then  the  Speaker  of  this  House. 
It  18  perfectly  weU  known,  that,  without  hii  vole  and  in. 
fluence,  Mr.  Adams  could. not  have  been  elected  Presi- 
dent. After  Uie  election,  we  beheld  that  distinguished 
individual,  and  no  man  in  the  United  States  witnessed  tlie 
apecUcle  with  more  regfet  than  I  did,  descending — yes, 
air,  I  say  descending — from  the  elevated  station  which 
YOU  now  occupy,  into  the  cabinet  of  the  President  whom 
he  liad  elected. 

*<  (^yantum  mutmtw  ad  Uh,^ 

In  the  midnight  of  danger,  during  the  darkest  period 
of  the  late  war,  *<  his  thrilling  tnimp  lutd  cheered  tlie 
land."    Although  among  the  great  ncn  of  that  day  there 


was  no  acknowledged  leader  upon  this  floor,  yetl^T? 
been  informed,  upon  the  best  aulhority,  tkt  1«  w 
"  primus  inter  pares."  I  did  wish,  at  s  future  jk, •» 
see  him  elevated  stiU  higher.  I  im  one  of  the  Wm 
in  Oie  country  who  could  triumph  orerbiafiBe»fofttiB» 
Should  he  ever  return  to  what  I  befieTe  to  be  amtiyv 
htical  principles,  I  shaH  willingly  fight  in  the  nw  bms 
with  him  as  a  companion-^nav,  after  t  Aoit  pwWfV 
Uhottid  willingly  acknowledge  him  as  a  Mer.  ^» 
brilliant  prospects  has  that  man  not  nciificed  • 

Thia  precedent,  should  it  be  confirmed  by  the  Pr?- 
at  the  next  election,  will  be  one  of  most  dinrwBj" 
ractcr  to  the  Repubfic  The  election  of  Preside*  w^> 
I  fear,  often  devolve  upon  this  House.  WeJji«btA 
tie  reason  to  expect,  that  any  amendmeal,  uikWc'- 
this  subject,  will  be  made  to  the  Constitution  »  wtf/ 
There  are  ao  many  conflicting  interests  to  rccow*. 
many  powers  to  balance,  that,  when  ve  »'*?'. 
large  majority  in  each  branch  oif  Congress,  wdtne-* 
larger  majority  of  SUtea,  required  to  tmend  \^^ 
tution.  the  prospect  of  any  change  i»"^'"2rV» !« 
1  believe  it  will  long  remain  just  as  it  is.  ^°^^"  ? 
ample,  Uicn,  will  this  precedent,  in  the  ?^X\t-. 
Republic^  present  to  future  times  !  '^^^^^^l] 
to  themselves,  if  the  election  must  d&wn  opo'  ^ 
House,  never  to  sanction  the  principle  tlwt  one  • 
members  may  accept,  from  the  person  wwm  ^ 
elected,  any  high  office,  much  less  the  hi^est  to  f»t^. 
Such  a  principle,  if  once  established,  ro^**' "*r^;.j 
destroy  the  purity  of  thia  House,  and  cowert  «  -  , 
corrupt  electoral  conclave.  If  the  inditiduilto'™^; 
have  alluded,  could  elect  a  President,  sndT«^"; 
him  the  office  of  Secretaiy  of  Slate,  from  the ?«J^^ 
lives,  other  m&n  may,  and  hereafter  wiB,  Pf^^^Ma 
policy,  from  the  most  corrupt.  « If  they  do  ti^  ^ 
in  the  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  m  the  dn 


precedent  will  become  ai  cover,  under  ***""^^  V 

Suns  and  corrupt  comlMnationa  will  be  »|?J"^v. 
er  which  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  viUd«»"' 
to  its  letter.  ^^g, 

I  shall  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  enter  upon  »  ^JL^. 
lar  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  fientlemsn  w>^  ,.^ 
chu^etts,  [Mr.  EviRrrr.]    f  wish  I  were  »b»«  "^  j^, 
the  example  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgin*,  I  v^ 
DOLPDJ  and  to  take  the  {general  and  comprehc^'^^j. . 
of  pohtical  suhjeets,  which  he  recominendva;  •   ^ 
not  pursue  that  course,  1  must  enter  into  detii>i'^' 
auch  a  speech  as  he  would  attribute  to  *J**)"f\,  v 
What  was  the  first  important  act  of  the  pj^ ;. 
ministration  ?    No,  not  the  first,  but  the  ""^JJ^,. 
message  which  certainly  partook  much  more  or 
of  the  «  Statesman  of  40  years,'*  who  had  beej  ■,^. 
foreign  courta,  than  that  ol  the  plain  simple  a  ^^ 
Republican.    The  President  cfaimcd  the P^*^^^*'" 
cotirtesy  prevented  him  from  exercising  it,  i''^^,^ 
sioning  ministers  to  attend  the  Congressof  Pina     . 
out  "the  advice  and  consent  of  tlie  Scn»te.     '.  ^ 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  CAasojr]  was,  m  m^j^  ,. 
correct,   when  he  declared,   that  one  "  ^p  '.;» 
porlant  acta  of  the  President  had  ^^"*^°^!^i  ,,^- 
er  in  direct  violation  of  tlve  Constitution,    i?     ^. 
mem  declares,  that  the  Presi:Ient  **8hai  "^J**'™!?.. 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  sew^«  ^. 
appoint,  ambassadors,  other  public  "*»"**i*'*l  ..V*^ 
suis,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  ■«  otn"  ^^^ 
of  the  United  Slates,  whose  appoi"tmentsorciw|^^^ . 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  •^""'..-^j,* 
by  law."    This  is  a  clear,  plain  provision,    up  _.. 
authority,  then,  did  the   Prewdent  claim  U»cj;^. 
send  Ministers  to  this  Congress,  witlwut  ^       x 
the  Senate  ?    The  gentleman  from  Mas^cN'^^^^. 
Everett]  has  answered  the  question,  "'^J*  jj,i.  h 
this  claim  of  powtr,  by  a  most  norel  sT?' 
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has  read  to  us  the  act  of  Gonfl^reM,  of  July  1.  1790, 
vrhich  provides,  *•  that  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
ahall  be»  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  draw  from  the 
Xreasury  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
thousand  dolJan,  annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
arimng  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  the 
support  oi  such  persons  as  he  shall  commission  to  serve 
the  United  States  in  foreign  parts,  and  for  the  expense 
incident  to  tlie  business  in  which  tbev  may  be  employ- 
ed." How  conimission  >  >Vi(hout  the  advice  and  con- 
Bent  of  the  Senate  >  Certainly  not ;  unless  you  can  sup. 
pose  that  the  very  first  Congress  under  the  Constitution; 
deliberately  intended  to  destroy  the  power  which  the 
Constitution  had  wisely  conferred  upon  the  Senate. 
The  language  of  ^e  act  of  Congress  is  perfectly  consis- 
tent with  the  power  of  the  Senate  \  because  the  Presi- 
dent does,  in  tact,  always  commission  public  Ministers 
and  other  officers  of  the  Government,  af\er  the  Senate 
hare  advised  and  consented  to  their  appointment.  This 
phraseology  was  continued,  in  the  several  acts  providing 
the  means  of  intercourse  between  the  Unitecf  States 
and  foreign  nations,  until  the  year  1800,  when  the  act  of 
the  19th  of  March,  1798,  the  last  in  which  it  had  been 
used,  was  sufiTered  to  expire.  Since  that  time,'  no  such 
expression  has  ever  been  introduced  Into  any  of  the  sub- 
sequent acts.  And  yet  this  phrase,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed  in  acts  that  have  long  ceased  to  exist,  was  laid 
hold  of  by  the  President  to  justify  this  eztraordinarv  claim 
of  power.  Whilst  il  aflfords  no  ground  for  his  justification, 
it  shows  how  desirous  men  in  power  are  to  lay  hold  of 
eveiy  pretext,  no  matter  how  trifiing,  to  extend  their  au- 
thority. Vhis  is  a  law  of  nature,  which  can  neyer  be 
abolished  by  any  law  of  man.  It  proves,  conclusively, 
the  wisdom  and  the  necessity  of  watching  over  our  rulers, 
with  a  jealous  eye. 

X  shall  now  proceed  to  assail  another  position  of  the 
gentleman  ftom  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rvsrktt.]  He  ar- 
gued against  including  in  the  resolutions  before  the  House 
the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  The 
gentleman  shakes  his  head.  He  certainly  did  say,  that  it 
looked  like  trenching  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. The  gentleman  believes  tliat  the  expenditure 
of  the  contingent  fund  for  foreign  intercourse,  is  a  promi- 
nent point  before  the  House .    I  think  so  too. 

The  application  of  this  entire  fund  is  left  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  the  Executive,  and  is  to  be  accounted  for  at 
the  Treasury,  in  a  two-fold  manner.  It  is  his  duty  to  ac- 
count specially,  and  produce  regular  vouchers,  **  in  all 
instances,  wherein  the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  his 
judgment,  be  made  public"  When  that  is  not  the  case, 
he  settles  the  account,  "  by  making  a  certificate  of  the 
amount  of  such  expenditures  as  he  may  think  it  advisable 
not  to  specify."  This  last  is  called  the  secret  service  mo- 
ney. This  is  the  distinction  between  tlie  two  portions  of. 
•the  fund.  It  is  neccMsry  for  the  good  of  the  People,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  secret  service  money  is  expend- 
ed, should  not  be  made  public.  If  the  names  of  those 
persons  to  whom  it  is  given  were  not  kept  secret,  the  Go- 
vernment, in  times  of  peri),  miffht  be  prevented  from  get 
ting  important  information,  which  thev  could  otherwise 
obuin.  But,  Mr.  SpeaJker,  give  me  the  Administration 
which  requires  but  little  secret  service  money,  especially 
in  time  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
none  is  then  necessary.  A  Republican  Government  ought 
to  be  open  in  its  conduct,  and  have  as  few  secrets  as  pOB> 
aible.  Upon  one  occasion,  JelSTerson  returned  the  entire 
contingent  fund,  which  had  been  appropriated  fen*  foreign 
intercourse,  untouched.  I  am  just  mformed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  IUitsolph]  that  Washington 
did  the  same.  These  are  examples  well  worthy  of  imita- 
tion in  our  day. 

I  do  not  wish  to  know  the  manner  in  which  the  present 
Administration  have  applied  the  secrel  service  money.     I 


shall  never  knowingly  invade  a  single  right  which  be- 
longs to  the  Executive.  These  resolutions  contain  no 
such  principle ;  but  one  great  reason,  why  they  have 
found  any  favor  in  my  eyes,  is,  that  I  wish  to  ascertain 
the  aggregate  amount,  not  the  items,  of  the  secret  service 
money  which  ha»  beefi  expended  since  the  present  Ad- 
ministration came  into  power,  and  I  wish  to  have  a  specisi 
accmmt  laid  before  this  House,  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  residue  of  the  contincrent  flind  forfbrei^  intercourse 
has  been  expended.  This  will  be  an  invasion  of  no  pre- 
rogatire  which  belongs  to  the  President 

I  now  approach  the  main  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Etxbstt]  and  in  the  com- 
mencement, I  shall  lay  down  a  position  broadfy,  which  I 
believe  I  shall  be  able  to  prpve  conclusiTely— that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  did  receive  an  outfit  of 
$9000,  whilst  he  was  a  Minister  abroad,  in  direct  and  pal- 
pable violation  of  a  law  of  the  United  States  \  and  that  at 
this  day  he  retains  in  his  pocket  one  half  of  that  sum,  in 
opposition  to  the  declarea  opinion  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  SUtes.  If  I  shall  not  establish  this  propositiony  I 
have  never  been  more  mistaken  in  my  life. 

In  relation  to  outfits  to  be  granted  to  public  Ministen^ 
all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  preceded  that  of  the  Itt 
May,  1810,  ^oke  the  same  language.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  ETsmirr]  gave  us  an  historical 
sketch  of  these  laws ;  but,  as  they  are  all  the  same  in  re- 
gard to  the  question  T  am  now  about  to  atgne,  I  shall  only 
refer  to  the  act  of  the  lOtb  May,  1800.  It  was  that  act, 
which  ascertained  the  compensation  of  public  Ministers, 
ftx)m  its  date,  until  it  was  repealed  by  the  act  of  1st  May, 
1810.    I  shall  read  its  first  section. 

**Be  itenacUdi  &&  That  exclusive  of  an  outfit,  which 
shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  the  amount  of  one  year's  salaiy 
to  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Charge  des  Affaires^ 
to  whom  the  same  may  be  allowed,  the  President  of-  the 
United  States  shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation  for  all  his  services 
and  expenses :  nor  a  greater  sum %r  the  same,  than  four 
Jhousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  a  Ghaig^  des 
Affaires  ;  nor  a  greater  sum  for  the  same  than  one  thou- 
sand tliree  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
Secretary  of  any  Minister  Plenipotentisfy." 

From  the  orign  of  the  government,  until  the  year 
1 810,  the  Prendent  clearly  had  the  right  to  allow  an  out- 
fit  to  a  Minister,  whom  he  might  think  proper  to  transfer 
from  one  European  Court  to  another.  The  language  of 
the  act  of  1800,  and  of  the  previous  acts,  is  general  and 
indefinite.  Whether  they  would  have  justified  him  in 
making  such  an  allowance,  to  a  Minister  whom  he  might 
hav.e  employed  upon  a  new  mission,  the  fbnetions  of 
which  were  to  be  exercised  at  the  Court  where  he  re- 
sided, is  a  Question  upon  which  I  shall  expjreas  no  opin* 
ion. 

The  act  of  1810  limited  the  general  kngiiage  of  that  of 
1800,  and  confined  the  discretion  of  the  President,  in  the 
allowance  of  outfits,  to  the  case  of  a  Minister  **  on  going 
from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  country  .**  The  first 
section  of  that  act,  after  fixing  the  annual  compensation 
of  foreign  Ministers^  Chatg€s,  and  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion, contains  the  following  enactment :  **  Provided,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  to 
allow  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Charge  des  Af- 
faires, on  going  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
country,  an  outfit^  which  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one 
year's  full  salary  of  such  Minister  or  Charge  des  AfPairea.'' 
This  act,  in  express  terms,  limits  the  general  expressioiw 
of  former  laws.  It  authorizes  the  President  to  allow  an 
outfit  to  erery  public  Minister,  u]>on  his  first  appointment^ 
for  the  purp6sc  of  establishing  him  abroad .  After  he  has 
received  one  outfit,  and  has  gone  from  the  Umted  States 
to  the  Qovemment  to  which  lie  has  been  sent»  In  case  be 


iihould  be  transferred  from  it  to  another  Govemnienl»  the 
President^  tince  the  act  of  1810,  has  not  had  the  power 
of  allowing  him  a  second  outfit. 

I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  MaMschusetts  [Mr. 
EvaBKTT}  cited  the  cases  which  he  has  done,  of  the  al- 
lowance of  outfits  to  Ministers,  by  the  Executive,  upon 
transferring  them  from  one  European  court  to  another.  If 
the  gentleman  had  not  done  so,  we  might  hsTe  been  at  a 
loss  to  account  for  the  change  of  phraseology  in  the  act  of 
1810,  and  the  difference  between  it,  and  all  former  acts 
upon  the  same  subject  The  case  of  the  outfit  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  upon  his  transfer  from  England  to  France,  and  all 
the  other  cases  brought  into  the  ?iew  of  the  House  by 
the  gentleman,  were  determined,  under  former  laws 
which  clearly  gave  to  the  President  power  over  the  ques- 
tion. These  cases  are  authorities  agunst  the  gentleman; 
because  they  conchisively  show  the  reason  which  guid«d 
the  Legislature,  in  1810,  m  changing  the  law,  and  in  limit- 
ing the  power  of  the  President,  in  the  allowance  of  out.- 
fits  to  the  case  of  Ministers,  on  their  departure  from  the 
United  States  to  a  foreign  country. 

1  may  be  asked,  did  Congress  mean  to  declare,  that  no 
outfit  should  ever  be  allowed  unoif  the  transfer  of  a  Min- 
ister from  one  Court  to  another  ?  1  answer,  by  no  means. 
Tliey  intended  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of  de* 
ciding,  in  each  particular  case,  whether  any  new  outfit 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and,  if  so,  what  should  be  its  amount. 
If  a  Minister  should  be  transferred  from  one  extremity  of 
Europe  to  another— from  Lisbon  to  St.  Petersburgh,  a 
new  outfit  of  f  9000  might  be  necessarv.  But,  in  the  case 
of  a  transfer  fW>m  Lisbon  to  Madrid,  there  might  be  no 
•ccaaon  for  any  new  outfit  $  and,  if  there  were,  the  one 
half  of  a  fiill  outfit,  or  even  less,  would  probably  be  suf- 
ficient. The  present  Administration,  m  the  estimates 
which  they  submitted  to  this  House,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  asked  a  second  outfit  of  19000  for  our  Minister 
at  Mexico,  because  they  intended  to  transfer  him  from 
the  City  of  Mexico  to  Tacubaya,  a  distance  of  only  eight 
or  nine  miles.  Ahhoiirh  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  af- 
low  a  full  outfit,  in  suih  a  case,  yet  I  was  glad  that  the 
request  had  been  made  {  because  it  sliowed,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive were  returning  to  a  correct  construction  of  the 
law,  in  relation  to  this  subject.  It  showed  ihat  the  Presi- 
dent was  unwilling  to  follow  the  precedents  which  exist- 
ed heretofore,  upon,  the  transfer  of  a  Minister  horn  one 
court  to  another^  or  otherwise  he  would  have  allowed  him 
an  outfit,  withcut  c  onsulting  Congress. 

In  my  judgment,  the  act  of  1810  19  so  plain,  that  he 
who  runs  may  read.  It  is  a  universal  rule  of  construction, 
that  when  a  law  dele^tes  a  special  power  to  an  indi- 
vidual, and  confines  its  exercise  to  a  particular  case, 
that  it  necessarily  excludes  him  from  the  exercise  of  gen- 
eral power,  over  all  other  cases.  The  act  of  Congress 
gave  to  the  President  the  special  power  of  allowing  an 
outfit  to  a  Minister,  when  he  was  leaving  the  United 
States  and  going  to  a  foreign  country  {  but  yet,  that  act 
has  received  such  a  construction,  that  the^xecutive  have 
claimed  and  exercised  the  power  of  allowmg  outfits,  in  all 
cases,  without  limiution,  and  without  restraint.    Por  this 

Surpoae,  the. contingent  fund  is  used,  in  violation  of  tlie 
iw. 

It  will  not  only  be  curious,  but  instructive,  to  mark  the 
gradual  progress  of  the  Executive,  until  at  length  they 
repealed  the  act  of  1810.  In  the  month  of  April,  1813, 
the  present  President,  then  being  our  resident  Minister 
at  Russia,  was  appointed  one  of  the  Envoys  Extraordinary, 
under  the  joint  commission,  to  treat  with  England.  As 
this  commission  owed  its  origin  to  the  mediation^  the 
Emperor  of  Russis,  the  seat  of  the  negotiation  was  to  be 
at  St.  Petersburgh.  A  short  time  after  the  appointment, 
Mr.  Monroe  then  Secretary  of  State,  transmitted  to  Mr.' 
Adams,  ^9000,  a  full  outfit ;  although*  at  the  time,  it  was 
not  contemplated  that  Mr.  Adams  should  change  his  re- 


udence.  The  House  will,  therefore  obienre,  liitilii 
waa^ot  even  the  case  of  a  transfer  from  one  cq^a 
another;  but  it  waa  the  allowance  of  a  full  KcoidNii 
to  the  same  Minister,  while  he  continued  at  the  sa 
court.  The  then  President,  when  be  directed  ibe  bom; 
to  be  sent,  no  doubt  expected  that  Congres  vwldarj' 
tion  hia  conduct.  Accordinglv»  we  find  th»t  n  i^4» 
priation  was  asked  to  cover  this  outfit.  The  qqmioofs 
then  brought  before  the  Congretsoftiie  United  S.H'^ 
for  their  determination,  and  was  delil^telj  dedcei 
A  legislative  construction  waa  given  in  Augut,  18)6,  to 
the  act  of  1810^  against  this  outfit ;  but  Coiigma,eiercii- 
inga  liberal  discretion,  allowed  Mr.  AdsmtK^iiaad  1 
off 9,000.  ! 

Sometime  after  this  determination  of  the  qse^its 
long,  perhaps, )  on  4he  23d  J  une,  1814^  Mr.  Mown  n* 
to  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  following  words .  "Itii  ■ecewy 
to  apprize  you,  that,  although  a  full  outfit  wu  (nm^ 
to  you  by  the  Neptune,  and  intended  to  be  iMm 
by  the  Executive,  as  a  member  of  the  extn  roawij 
St.  Petersburgh,  yet  the  LegisUture,  00 1  referoct  rf 
the  subject  to  them,  for  an  appropraitisn,  dedW  » 
principle  by  the  amount  appropriated,  sad  the  jteosa 
which  took  place  at  the  time,  that  half  m  wt«  ow 
could  be  allowed  taa  M'mister,  under  cirawiiltt«*«?j 
plicable  to  your  case.  In  your  drafts  on  the  biijk<»,  a^ 
in  your  future  aiccounts^  you  will  be  P^""^**^ 
this  deduction  in  view."  After  the  preient  fwskt 
had  thus  discovered,  that  the  money  ws«i»tw  W. 
mistake,  did  he  submit  to  the  decinon  of  Conpts  J^ 
sir.  Althougli,  within  the  period  of  eight  y«». Jf ; 
bis  retuni  to  thb  country,  he  ksd  receifed  imj 
from  this  "  penurious  Government  ;**  "f^jf^ 
continued  to  persist  in  retaining  the  whole  «*; 
pocket.  Congress  gave  a  constructiott  to  ^^-^ 
They  believed  it  had  been  violated,  wke"»"* 
of  $  9,000  was  sent  by  the  Presklcnt  to  Mr.  A»^^ 
they  liberally  allowed  him  $  4,500.  Instead rfw^^^ 
that  sum  with  gratitude,  he  made  acompbiM»pi»^^ 
**  penurious  Government, *•  and  denied  the  nj*^'; 
Legislature  of  the  Union  to  interfcie.  Hedediwl 
the  principle  which  Congress  would  settle,  by »b»«^ 
refusal  to  allow  the  appropriation,  could  ^  "V.. 
than  a  principle  to  confiscate,  without  any  w^P^' 

fencc'V  .    _.  ,L- 

The  next  year,  however,  conveyed  him  ^^rl 
from  this  country.    On  the  19lh  November,  iw^^. 
Monroe  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  msrkcd  ?"»» 
from  which  the  followiog  is  an  extract.    *'U  ^"^ 
ed  whether  the  inhibition  of  a  greater  sum  l"*"^  pJ 
salary  as  an  outfit,  contained  in  the  te"'*»,"'^Xf 
the  United  SUtes,  might  not  be  construed,  •*.i?J*  .^j 
an  allowance  by  way  of 'outfit,  to  sny  1*1"*  ;^^ 
did  not  go  from  the  United  S^tes.    Mr.  Ernv^^ 
pointment  to  Spain  involved  the  same  ^"J*'*^^^ 
wished  to  reserve  the  point  for  more  dchbeBte^^  , 
ration,  than  could  be  bestowed  on  it,  when  m^^ 
March  15th  was  written  to  you.    I  bsvc now  w* 
tion  to  Inform  you,  that  the  subject  hMbecO"^.. 
weiglied,  and  that  the  result  has  been  m  »'' 
outfit,  on  the  principle  tliat  those  "^^cuTej*^,, 
applicable  to  Ministers  already  in  Europe,  tfc  ^ 
ther  80,  than  to  confine  the  allowance  to  f^^^^^.i 
the  same  limit."    This  letter  communicaled  w     ^^, 
construction  of  the  Executive  Department,  *  .  ^^^j 
it  was  made,  has  entirely  repealed  in  P'*^^'*;^  jjj^  $£: 
tion  upon  the  allowance  of  outfits,  contwnea  in 
1810,  and  secured  to  him  his  full  outfit,  in  opp»  ^  ^^ 
the  will  of  the  Legislature,  which  had  been  o    . , 
pressed  in  1813.     Prom  1810  till  November,  *«>  ^^^ 
act  was  olieyed  both  in  its  letter  and  '^^f^'ans' 
and  not.  till  then,  did  it  sink  under  Bx«ot»t 
tion. 
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The  accour.U  of  Mr.  Adams  eontimif  d  unsettled  at  the 
Tremsury,  a  balance  appearing  against  bim,  until  aAer  the 
passagis  of  the  general  appropriation  bill*  in  April,  1833. 
That  act  promed  '*that  no  money  appropriated  by  the 
saitS  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  fbr  his  oompensa* 
tion,  who  Is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  until  such 
person  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  psid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable.''    In  conse- 
quence of  the  existence  of  this  saluury  prorision,  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  refused  to  pay  Mr.  Adams 
his  salary  as  Secretary  of  State,  until  his  account,  as  a  For 
ei^n  Minister,  should  be  liquidated.     He  appealed  from 
this  decision  to  Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  President,  and,  in 
support  of  his  appeal,  cited  the.  private  letter  which  Mr. 
Monroe,  when  Secretary  of  State,  had  written  to  htm 
in  Norerober,  1815,  as  conclusive  of  the  question.    In 
this  appeal,  he  says,  **  that  the  President  was  authorized, 
by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  1st  May, 
1810,  to  make  this  allowance,  cannot  be  questioned, 
under     the    construction    which   haa    uniformly   been 
|[iven  to  it,  a  construction  applied  upon  full  delibera- 
tion and  advisement,  and  which  has  been  admitted  in 
other  cases  upon  the  settlement  of   accounts  at   the 
Treasury.     For  this  construction,  I  refer  to  the  copy  of 
vour  letter  of  the  19th  November,  1815,  herewith  sub- 
mitted." 

This  subject  was  referred,  by  the  President,  to  the  At- 
torney General  cif  the  United  States,,  and  the  construc- 
tion which  had  been  placed  upon  the  act  of  Congress,  by 
the  Administration,  in  1815,  was  fully  sustained*  in  the 
broadest  terms,  by  that  officer.     In  his  opinion,  dated 
June  5th,  18^,  he  declares,  that  the  question  of  outfit  is 
given  to  the  President  exclusively,  aiid  without  limits  save 
■   only  he  is  not  to«zceed  a  whole  year's  salary."  And  thus, 
,    sir^  you  perceive  in  what  manner  a  law,  which,  in  express 
g   temi%  limited  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
^    dent,  in  the  allowance  of  outfits,  to  Ministers  *'  on  going 
I    from  the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country,"  has  be* 
,     come  unlimited  ;  and  how  the  exclusive  power  over  the 
question  of  outfit  has  been  conferred  upon  the  President. 
,    Notwithstanding  this  4iigh  authority,  however,   I  think 
\    I  have  maintained  my  proposition,  and  established,  con- 
clusively, that  Mr.  Adams   now  retains  in  his  pocket 
$4^500,  in  violation  of  the  act  of  1810  and  in  violation  of 
'     the  solemn  legislative  construction  which  it  received,  in 
1813. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from    Msttschusetts,  [Mr. 
EvaaxTT,]  even  if  there  were  any  thing  wrong  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Adams,  he  is  not  to  blame. 
He  did  not  inteHere^he  left  all  tliese  nnalters  to  the  ac 
counting  officers  of  the  Treasury.  Is  this  the  fact }  Did 
he  nut  receive   the  money,  and  does  he  not  still  retain 
it  ?    Did  he  not  refuse  to  refund  it,  when  it  was  demand- 
I      ed  by  the  Comptroller  }    Did  he  not  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  that  officer,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
'      States  ?  And  was  not  His  refusal  to  comply  with  the  de- 
>      cision  of  Congross,  the  cause  why  the  act  of  1810  has  re- 
ceived that  construction,  which  has  f^ven  to  the  Presi- 
dent *'  exclusively,  and  without  limit,"  the  power  over 
outfiti  > 

There  is  one  matter  of  iact.  which  I  wish  to  put  riglit, 
before  I  proceed  flirther.     Mr.  Adams,  in  his  account, 
on  the  SOth  June,  1814,  charged  the  sum  of  $886  86,  the 
expenses  of  a  journey  f¥om  St.  Petersburgh  to  Ghen^.  It 
ii  but  just  to  him  to  say,  that  he  had  left  his  family  be- 
I       hind  him,  at  St.  Petersburgh.    He  never  did  return  from 
I       Ghent  to  St  Petersbui^h  i  but,  yet,  there  was  allowed  to 
I       him  the  sum  of  $886  86,  for  his  expenses  in  returning 
to  that  capital.     This  is  what  has  been  so  often  called  his 
constructive  journey.    The  construction,  however,  did 
not  end  here.    After  this  allowance  bad  been^made,  it 
WM  discovered  tbst  the  travelling  expenses  of  Mr.  Bay- 
ard and  Mr.  Gallatin,  fVom  St.  Petersburgh  to  London,  and 


from  thence  to  Ghent,  amounted,  for  each,  to  the  sum  of 
$  1,556  54.  Their  jodrney  was  accomplished  chiefly  by 
land.  In  the  final  settlement  of  the  account  of  Mr. 
Adams,  instead  of  #  886  86,  which  had  been  at  first  al- 
lowed to  him  for  the  expense  of  a  journey  which  he 
never  made,  he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  1 1,556  54.  The 
reason  for  this  change,  which  is  spread  upon  the  fiice  of 
the  account  itself^  is,  that  he  was  at  first  allowed  but 
$  886  86,  <*  under  an  impression  that  the  same  sum, 
charged  by  him  for  the  journey  from  St  Petersburgh  to 
Ghent,  would  be  equal  to  the  expenses  of  his  return,  but 
which  now  appears,  would  not  have  beeit  the  case,  as 
that  journey  was  made  chiefly  by  water,  but  his  return 
must  have  been  by  land,  and  by  the  same  route  as  that 
taken  by  Messrs.  Galbtin  and  Bayard,  and  equally  ex- 
pensive." 

These  are  the  facts.  1  shall  not  argue  this  point,  but 
will  leave  it  to  nny  colleague  and  friend  from  Pennsvlva- 
nia,  [Mr.  f kokax]  and  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island. 
I  do  not  say  that  some  allowance  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  to  Mr.  Adams,  under  the  peculiar  ciroumstances  of 
the  case.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain  s  that  he  did 
receive  f  1,556  54b  for  the  expenses  of  a  journey  which 
he  never  made  ;  because  he  never  did  return  from  Ghent 
to  St.  Petersburgh. 

[Here  Mr.  KANDOLPH  asked  Mr.  BvcBASAir  to  de- 
fine what  was  a  constructive  iourncy.] 

Mr.  B.  said,  I  cannot  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
gentlenum  from  Virginia.  If  he  cannot  define  It  himself, 
QO  man  in  this  House  Can. 

But,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  KvbbxttI  that  precedents  sanction  the 
sUowance  of  the  outfit  to  Mr.  Adams.  I  admit  there  have 
been  precedents  in  abundance  since  1815  \  but  it  is 
sgainst  this'  very  d<*ctri»e  of  **safc  precedents,"  that  I 
am  now  contending.  On  the  fourth  of  Maroh  next,  it 
will  be  seven  and  twenty  years  since  the  inauguration  of  - 
Mr.  Jefferson.  What  has  been  our  liistory  ever  since  \ 
Bach  President  has  nominated  his  successor,  as  reguUu-ly 
as  though  the  t^onstitution  conferred  upon  him  that  pow^ 
er.  During  this  period,  esch  Prerident  has  been  oJled 
upon  to  sanction  that  which  he  had  done  as  Secretary  of 
State.  The  line  of  "  safe  precedents*'  has  been  unbro- 
ken, and  the  first  office  in  the  world  has  passed  as  regu- 
gulariy  to  each  succeeding  Secretary  of  State,  as  the  im- 
perial crown  £ver  descended  from  father  to  son.  How 
IS  it  possible  that  abuses  can  ever  be  corrected,  under 
such  circumstances  }  A  trifling  departure  from  the  law 
to-day,  becomes  a  precedent  for  a  greater  violation  to- 
morrow $  and  whilst  power  continues  to  flow  in  one  un- 
broken line,  abuses  must  still  continue  increasing.  There 
is  no  remedy  for  the  People,  but  by  breaking  this  line  of 
safe  jDFCJcedertts.  It  is  this  regular  course  of  succession, 
whidh,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  destroys  monaroliies.  The 
abuses  which  the  fiither  introduces,  are  sanctioned  and 
extended  by  the  son,  until  at  length,  after  a  few  genera- 
tion^  the  whole  Government  becomes  tainted  with  cor- 
ruption, and  there  is  nothing  lefl  for  the  People,  but  the 
dreadful  remedy  of  a  revolution.  It  is  the  principle 
sgainst  which  I  am  now  contending,  without  a  special 
reference  to  any  particular  Administration.  *%€  People 
of  the  United  States  have  at  length  determined  to  break 
this  line  of  Csbinet  succession,  and  to  reverse  the  doc- 
trin;  of  safe  precedents  ;  and  I  trust  and  believe  they 
will  accompliah  tiieir  purpose.  Rotafion  in  office — that 
saluury  principle,  in  a  Republican  Government,  which 
purifies  the  political  atmosphere,  and  causes  the  succes- 
sor to  view,  with  a  jealous  and  scrutinizing  eye,  the  acti 
of  tiiose  who  have  gone  before  him— has  had  no  real  ex- 
istence, in  the  Federal  Government,  since  the  days  of 
Thomas  Jefferson.  There  has  been  a  regular  succession 
ever  since.  Is  an  abuse  now  pointed  out  ?  We  aro  at 
once  told,  it  is  sanctioned  by  a  precedent  \  the  Monroes 


and  the  Gallattni  hare  dohe  the  same  thing,  and  why 
shall  we  not  dt>  so  too  ^  I  answer^  whert  the  law  forbids 
It,  pt«'6ed^ntB  ought  to  he  diaregarded.  AH  the  prece- 
dents which  have  existed  since  181i(«  aUhough  they  have 
vtolatedi  can  neve^  repeal  the  act  of  1810. 

t  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
num  fK>m  MosachusettB^  [Mr.  ETxaBTr]  which  relates  to 
.Ihe  hilliard  tahleT  t  should  not  have  said  one  word  upon 
\his  subjett,  did  I  not  differ  entirely,  in  felation  to  it,  from 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  South  Carolina^  [Mr. 
lUiraopH  and  Ut.  HaxiltoitO  I  admit  that  the  expen< 
diture  of  fifty  dollars  is  a  very  little  matter^  and  this  has 
ever  been  the  opinion  of  my  friend  lh)m  North  Carolina; 
tMr.  CAasoiv]  wno  has  been  «o  of^en  introduced  into  tiie 
dlebale.  If  there  be  any  gentleman  in  the  House,  who 
regards  fIfVy  dollars  less  than  he  does,  1  do  not  know  the 
man. .  The  question  worthy  of  oar  consideration,  is,  not 
whether  the  price  of  the  billiard  table  was  paid  out  of 
the  PupUc  Treasuiy,  or  out  of  the  privats  purse  of  the 
President ;  but  whether  a  billiard  table  ought  to  be  set 
up,  as  aa  article  of  furniture,  in  the  House  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  United  States  ?  I  am  free  fo  say,  I  think  it 
ought  not.  In  the  Stite  of  Virginia,  billianl  tables  are 
prohibited  even  in  the  mansions  of  private  gentlemen, 
under  very  severe  penalties.  The  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia,  therefore,  cannot  now  indulge  in  this  game  at 
liome  :  for  I  know  him  too  well  to  believe  that  he  would 
violate  the  laws  of  his  own  State.  This  shows  the  moral 
sense  of  the  People  of  that  ancient  and  respectable  Com- 
monwealth, in  relation  to  the  game  of  billiatds.  To  use 
a  familiar  expression  of  their  ow^n,  they  do  not  go  against 
-  either  the  exercise  or  the  amusement  of  the  play  i  but 
they  know  the  temptation  which  it  presents  to  gambling, 
and  the  consequent  ruin  which  must  follow  in  its  train. 
It  has  a  direct  tendency  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  our 
youth.  Indeed,  I  doubt  whether  there  be  a  single  State 
in  the  Union  which  has  not  prohibited  the  game  of  bil- 
liards. The  People  of  the  United  States  are  generally  a 
moral  and  religious  People  {  a  proper  regard,  therefore, 
for  public  opinion,  for  the  scruples  of  the  pioua^  ought 
to  have  prevented  the  first  Magistrate  of  the  Union  from 
setting  such  an  example.  [Here  Mr.  Rahbolvh  observ- 
ed, there  was  no  law  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  against 
playing  billiards  ]  Mr.  Buchahait  thensaid^  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  United  States  is  not  only  the  President  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  but  of  the  whole  American  Peo: 
pie  i  and  they  condemn  this  and  every  other  species  of 
gambling.  Ought,  then,  the  man  who  has  been  eleva- 
ted to  tiie  most  exalted  station  upon  earth,  and  whose 
example  must  have  a  most  powerful  and  extensive  influ- 
ence upon  the  morals  of  the  youth  of  our  countr>\  to 
set  up  a  billiard  table,  as  an  article  of  furniture,  in  the 
House  which  belongs  to  the  American  People  ?  He  cer* 
tainly  ought  not  to  keep  such  an  article  of  furniture  in 
that  house,  nor  ought  he  there  to  play  at  tlie  game.  I 
should  never  have  invaded  his  domestic  retirement,  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  whether  he  kept  a  billiard  ta^ 
ble  or  not.  I  should  never  have  been  the  first  to  br:ng 
this  matter,  either  before  the  House,  or  the  country.  It 
has  been  brought  here  by  others,  and  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  express  my  opinion  upon  the  subject 

It  has  been  said  that  Washington  played  at  billiards. 
Be  it  so.  i  will,  however,  ver»ture  the  assertion,  that  he 
never  siet  up  a  billiard  table  in  the  house  which  he  occu- 
pied, at  the  Seat  of  Government,  whilst  he .  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Descending  from  the  man  who  occupies  the.  most  ex- 
alted station  in  the  country,  nay,  in  the  world,  to  the 
Judges  of  your  Courts  of  Justice,  I  would  4»k,  whether 
public  opinion,  in  anj^  portion  of  this  Union,  would  tole- 
rate, that  such  a  magistrate  might  establish  a  billiard  ta- 
ble in  his  house,  or  even  play -publicly  at  the  game  f  i 
.    Upon  this  subject,  although  I  differ  from  the  gentle- ' 


men  from  Virginia  snd  ^oudi  Csrolins,  yet  I  fedtotei 
I  do  not  differ  from  the  People  of  the  United^ 
They  believe  that  the  President  aught  new  to  hRirt 
such  an  example.  Although  I  do  not  pRtend  to  bc\fr 
gid  moralist  myself,  yet  these  sre  my  opiDiom 

I  will  now  make  a  fea  remarki  upon  amtber  nbjea 
and  then  I  shall  have  done  with  the  gentleosBinnJfe 
sachusetts  [Mr.  Evxaarr.]  I  do  moit  sinemlr,  «^ 
fttHn  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  regret,  that  the  geotlna 
should  have  introdueed  the  libel,  whidi  beajilmirf 
extensively  circulated  throug^ioat  the  State  of  Xtf 
Hampshire,  into  this  debate.  I  never  h«irditlie«t 
I  believe  that  the  person  to  whom  be  hat  alkiitd  » i» 
only  a  lady  by  courtesy,  hot  abdy  by  nataKiaaedso 
Uon.  I  shall  not  credit  one  word  deroplwy  tfl  te  » 
putatiMi.  I  believe  she  would  •hiink  fiwnthejki* 
having  her  name  introduced  upon  this  floor,  ud:^- 
sent  over  the  United  States  inoonnewmwithsriii^ 
bel.  I  doubt,  therefore,  whether  the  ptkiiiMb» 
dered  her  an  acceptable  service,  in  defending  hffb®« 
this  House.  I  fear  that  he  has  exposed  her  totti»j8<i 
ungenerous  attacks  \  although  every  fedisg  ofMMr,t  • 
every  dictate  of  policy,  will  be  rouaed  for  hr  |WW» 
The  man  who  attempta  to  destroy  the  chawtwa  i'^ 
man,  destroys  his  own.  The  Amenoan  Pc«pK  «r 
valrous  and  generous  in  their  feelings.  U 1  ^^^^," 
say,  what  sii^e  circumstance  has  done  Mr.  Adiw  -^ 
most,  ii^ury  in  Pennsylvania,  I  should  iwwer,»>i* 
hesitation,  the  umnanly,  the  ungenrnMii»ii»tiie6^.' 
attacks  which  have  been  made— not  by  hijvw'* 
lieve  him  to  be  wholly  iiicapable  of  such  wosW-^- 
by  the  presses  devoted  to  the  AdministntioB.ifS'* 
pious,  the  benevolent,  and  ihe  amiable  bdy  «^ 
Jackson.  I  hope  none  of  the  pressea  in  the  <^P" 
will  follow  this  infamous  example.  ^ 

The  lady  to  whom  the  gentleman  has  »ImW^ 
high  in  the  public  estimation,  and  in  mine.  \^^, 
her  name  may  never  be  connected  with  the  p^^ 
the  day  I  but  that,  freed  from  any  P«Wic JJ^e*^ 
whieh  might  wound  her  feelings,  she  nay  be  if  ^ 
joy  the  consciousness  of  having  done  ha  du^'^  ' 
station  of  life  in  which  she  has  oeen  placed.      ^ 

1  dtiall  now  return  to  my  colleague  from  ^^'^ 
and  after  noticing  a  few  of  his  sigumests,  I  stoU  *  • 
cr  continue  to  exhaust  the  patience  of  »h«/*"*  j 
has  introduced  into  thia  debate,  the  late  mas*  ^ 
King  to  England  ;  and  has  attempted  to  defmd  ^^ 
ministratioB  from  any  blame  on  account  of  ^^ 
never  have,  and  never  shall,  uttera«nglc»<«'j, 
the  memory  of  that  distinguished  msn.  1  ^^"^T^i.. 
too  well  J  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  bdieve  l«»P. 
with  his  friendship.     The  failure  of  the  mJ«JJ. ^^ 
to  t>e  attributed  to  the  neglect  of  the  Adm»i»^p , 
not  either  to  the  illness  or  neglect  of  the  *'"*L^ 
not  because  be  was  sick,  but  because  he  ^^^^^^ 
any  instructions  from  his  Government,  that  we   ■ 
our  trade  witli  the  British  West  Indies.   1i»?T. 
tion  between  this  country  and  England  in  rej»»^ 
West  India  trade,  was  nearly  completed  by  «'•    ;. 
July,  1824.     There  was  then  but  s  single  p»^^ 
ence  between  the  two  Govemmenta   .'**'**  ?%!^k  I 
claimed  the  right  to  have  its  productions  »*»,;.  j 
the  British  West  Indies  upon  the  same  termsj^' | 
of  the  British  colony  of  Canada.    The  Bn'^'.^^wJ 
replied,  that  they  never  couW  yield  to  siich  J^^JJ  | 
and  that,  upon  the  same  principle,  they  mip^^,  i 


•iiu   tu«fc,  upon     llfC   SWUC    ^irUIMtpt^  *..*/    -;o     ,    , 

have  the  sugar  of  the  West  Indies  admitted  inW  ^^_ 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  same  terms  *»««?*  ^| 
Louisiana.  When  Mr.  Kin(^  left  this  countiy, «  . , 
been  instructed  to  yield  this  pretension,  as  Hr-    ^, 


ass  afterwards  instructed  to  do,  the  treaty  v«^^^ 
hften  closed,  and  wo  should,  at  this  time.  »*;  .^ 
In  the  enjoyment  of  the  trade.  .Is  it  not  dear,  m^ 
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be  neglect  of  the  Administntioii  hat  occasioned  the  fail- 
re  of  tha  negotiation  ?  Mr.  King  was  sent  from  this 
ountry  earl^  in  the  Summer  of  1825>  and  did  not  leave 
^ondon  until  about  tlie  1st  of  Ju1y»  1826.  During  t^e 
vhole  of  that  period,  he  never  received  a  line  of  instruc- 
ions  in  relation  to  the  principal  object  of  his  mission. 
\lthoug^h  this  trade  was  by  (kr  the  most  important  point 
n  dispute  between  the  two  GovernroentSv  it  was  as  en- 
tirely  abandoned  as  though  a  question  about  it  had  never 
existed.  AU  that  the  Administration  had  to  say  to  Mr. 
Kin^,  was,  go  to  England,  abandon  our  former  claim,  and 
close  the  treaty  <  and  we  have  eveiy  reason  to  believe  the 
treaty  would  have  been  closed.  When  Mr.  Gallatin  af- 
terwarcls  went  to  England*  he  received  such  insfructions* 
but  it  was  then  too  late.  Although  I  should  trust  but  little 
to  the  friendship  of  the  British  Government  towards  this 
country,  ytX  I  must  believe,  from  the  testimony  before 
ine,  that,  if  Mr*  King  had  received  the  same  instructions 
which  Mr.  Gallatin  afterwards  did,  we  should  not  have 
lost  the  trade. 

But  it  is  said  by  the  President  of  the  Uiited  States,  in 
hia  last  message,  that,  in  losing  this  trade,  we  have^actu- 
ally  lost  nothln?.'  What  have  we  lost  ?  It  is  true  that  our 
productions  still  find  their  way  to  the  British  West  Indies, 
tlirotigh  the  neutral  islands  and  through  Canada  {  but  the 
farmers  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  additional  expense  of  the  circuitous 
trade,  both  in  the  reduced  price  of  the  articles  which  we 
send  to  those  marlrets  and  in  the  enhanced  value  or  those 
"which  we  receive  in  return. 

There  is  also  now  a  most  uneaual  distribution  of  these 

losses  among  different  portions  ot  the  Union.    The  direct 

trade  with  Canada  is  not  pn>hibited;  and  thus  we  are 

playing  into  the  hands  of  the  British  Government.   It  has 

been  their  policy  to  hold  out  every  encouragement  to  this 

,  trade,  so  that  they  may  have  the  carriage  of  our  procluc- 

J  tions  to  tlieir  West  Indies.     Our  flour,  therefore,  flows 

I  freely  and  directly  through  tlie  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Bri- 

I  tish  West  Indies ;  and  thus,  whilst  the  farmers  in  that 

,    portion  of  the  Union  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  a  direct 

trade,  those  in  eveiy  of  her  portion  are  compelled  to  bear 

the  burden  of  a  trade  that  is  circuitous. 

But  lam  not  yet  done  wiih  this  mission  to  England. 
Mn  John  A.  King  went  out  with  his  father  to  London^  as 
Secretary  of  Legation.  In  this  character  he  was  entitled 
to  receive,  umYerthe  act  of  1810,  at  the  rate  of  $2,000 
per  annum  for  his  services.  The  illness  of  Mr.  Kin^^  pre- 
vented him  from  remaining  in  London  until  the  aifival  of 
^1r.  Gallatin,  who  had  been  appointed  his  successor.  He 
van,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  his  son  be* 
lilnd  him  in  charge  of  tlie  legation,  where  he  remained 
during  the  montlis  of  July  and  August,  1826,  and  then, 
upen  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  be  followed  his  father  to 
this  country.  Upon  his  return  home,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  allowed  him  $  4,500,  the  full  outfit  of  a 
Charge  des  Affaires. 

Who  is  a  Charge  des  Affaires  under  the  laws  of  this 
country  >  In  every  particular,  so  far  as  regards  his  pow- 
ers, lie  is  placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  our  foreign 
Ministers.  His  rank  is  lower,  and  he  receives  but  the 
onehaU of  the  outfit,  and  nnehalf  of  the  salary.  Offi- 
CL-rs  of  this  grade,  from  motives  of  economy,  have  usually 
been  sent  from  this  country  to  inferior  courts.  The  act 
of  1810  expressly  provides,  that,  to  entitle  any  Charge 
des  Affiiiii'es  either  to  an  outfit  or  salary,  he  must  be  ap- 
pointed such  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  if  in  session  ;  if  not,  he  nuiy  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  alone,  who  is,  in  that  case, 
oblig^ed  to  submit  tlie  appointment  to  the  Senate,  at  its 
next  session,  for  their  advice  and  consent.  This  act  also 
contains  a  negative  provision  on  the  subject,  and  declares 
that  "no  compensation  shall  be  allowed  to  any  Charge 
des  Aifaircff  who  shall  not  be  appointed  as  aforesaid."   A 


mere  Secretary  of  Legation,  such  as  John  A.  King  was, 
who,  from  accidental  circumstances,  had  been  left  in 
charge  of  our  affairs  during  an  interval  of  a  few  weeks 
between  the  departure  of  one  Minister,  and  the  arrival  of 
anoiher,  is  certainly  not  such  a  Charge  des  Affaires  as 
the  act  of  Congress  recognizes. 

Outfits  were  intended  to  enable  our  public  Ministers 
and  Charges  to  create  establishments  at  foreign  courts, 
where  the  law  intended  they  should  reside  ;  but  John  A. 
King  received  his  outfit  upon  his  return  home.  Although 
he  never  was  appointed  a  Charge  by  the  Presidei^  either 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  yet  he  receiv- 
ed a  salary  as  such,  for  sixtx  days  service,  and  an  outfit, 
amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  $  5,200.  This  outfit 
was  given  to  him,  not  <*  on  going  froii}  the  United  Slattes^*' 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  nimself  in  England,  but . 
upon  his  return  from  England  to  this  country.  Thus,  at 
length,  by  the  existence  of  '*  safe  precedents^"  thi  Ad- 
ministration have  been  brought  so  far  to  vioUite  the  law, 
that  they  have  allowed  an  outfit  for  returning  home,  in- 
stead of  going  abroad.  [Here  Mr.  RANDOLPH  sbserv- 
ed  that  this  was  an  infit.]  It  is  but  just  that  I  should  ad« 
mit  that  the  Administration -are  iu>t  without  precedents  to 
sanction  their  construction  of  the  law,  although  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  one  exists  which  goes  the  len^h  of  the 
esse  I  have  brought  before  the  House.  The  existence  of 
such  precedents  shows,  in  a  more  striking  point  of  view, 
the  necessity  of  returning  to  an  economical  and  strict  ad- 
ministration of. the  Government. 

I  have  one  word  to  say  concerning  the  mission  of  Mr. 
Gallatin.  If,  tinder  the  existing  laws,  our  Ministers  do 
not  receive  a  sufficient  compensation  to  support  them 
abroad  (and  upon  this  point  I  should  be  disposed  to  rely 
much  upon  the  opinion  of  my  colleague)  lei  their  salaries 
be  incressed.  I  have  heud,  and  I  have  given  credit  to 
the  report,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  refused  to  go  to  England,  un- 
less upon  the  condition  that  he  might  return  aAer  one 
year's  absence.  If  such  a  practice  should  prevail,  our 
Ministers,  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  exastmg  law,  will 
receive,  by  adding  the  outfit  to'  the  salary,  $18^000,  in- 
stead of  $9,000,  for  one  year's  service.  This  is  far  from 
being  the  greatest  evil  whioli  will  flow  from  such  a  prac- 
tice. You  send  a  Minister  abroad,  hut  foron^ear  i  and 
as  soon  as  he  has  established  himself  in  the  confidence  of 
the  Government  to  which. he  is  sent,  he  is  permitted  to 
return  home.  la  this  manner,  the  public  service  may 
be  seriously  injured.    1  am  against  the  practice. 

I  now  advance  to  attack  a  position  in  the  argument  of 
my  colleague,  which  1  believe  to  be  a  perfect  paradox. 
He  asserted,  and  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  patronage 
of  the  Government  did  not  tend  to  strengthen  but  rather  to 
weaken  the  Administration  by  which  it  was  distributed.  If 
tliat  g^e'ntleman's  character  for  candjar  were  not  above 
suspicion,  as  I  firmly  believe  it  to  be,  I  should  doubt  his 
sincerity.  To  establish  this  position,  he  said  that  grati- 
tude was  a  weaker  passion  than  self  love,  whicii  I  admit  ^ 
and  that,  therefore,  the  Administration  lost  more  by  dis- 
appointing candidates, ihan  they  gained  by  their  appoint- 
ment. But  does  not  the  Keiitleman  know,  that,  when  a  man 
is  once  sppointed  to  office,  sll  the  selfish  passions  of  his 
nature  are  enlisted,  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  it?  The 
office-holders  are  the  enlisted  soldiers  of  that  Administi'a- 
tion  by  which  tiiey  are  sustained.  Their  comfortable  ex- 
istence oAen  depends  upon  the  re- election  of  their  patron. 
Nor  does  disappointment  lung  Rtnkle  in  the  hearts  of  the 
disappointed.  Hope  is  still  left  to  them  ;  and  bearing 
disappointment  with  patience,  they  know  will  present  a 
new  claim  to  office,  at  a  future  time. 

In  my  humble  judgment,  the  present  Administration 
could  not  have,  proceeded  a  single  year,  with  the  least 
hope  of  re-election,  but  for  their  patronage.  This  pa- 
tronage may  have  been  used  unwisely,  as  my  friencL 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Lxtchsr]  has  insinuated.  I  hare  ne* 


▼er  blamed  them,  1  shtll  never  blame  them,  for  adhering 
to  their  friends.  Be  true  to  j^our  friends,  and  they  will 
be  true  to  you,is  the  dictate  both  of  justice  and  of  sound 
policy.  I  shall  nerer  particii>ate  in  abusing  the  Adminis- 
tration for  remembering  their  friends.  If  you  go  too  much 
abroad  with  this  patronage,  for  the  purpose  of  making  new 
friends,  you  will  offend  your  old  ones,  and  make  but  very 
insincere  converts. 

But  has  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  adverted  to 
the  consequences  of  his  doctrine  ?  l^ere  is  no  danger 
from  patronage  !  If  s»,  there  is  no  occasion  for  jealousv 
on  the  part  of  the  States,  towards  this  Government  All 
the  principles  which  actuated  our  fathers,  which  made 
them  watch  the  Federal  Government  with  Ar^s  eye«, 
for  the  purpose  of  i^strainin^  it  within  the  limits  of  the 
Constitution,  were  utterly  vam.  For  my  own  part.  Judg- 
ing from  history,  when  this  Government  was  commenc- 
ing its  operation,  and  when  its  patronage  was  compatm- 
tively  smiall,  it  required  the  immense  weight  of  charac- 
ter which  the  Father  of  his  Country  possessed,  to  put 
the  wheels  of  the  machine  into  successful  motion.  I  think 
there  was  then  more  danger  of  a  dissolution,  than  a  conso- 
lidation of  the  confederacy.  I  should'then,  when  tlie  words 
had  some  meaning,  have  been  a  Federalist,  rather  than 
an  anti-Federalist.  I  have  been  called  a  Federalist,  and 
I  shall  never  be  ashamed  of  the  name.  The  times  have 
since  greatly  changed.  The  power  and  the  patronage 
of  this  Government  have  been  extended,  and  are  felt  in 
every  neighbourhood  of  this  vast  empire.  There  is  now 
infinitely  more  danger  of  consolidation  than  of  disunion  ; 
and  the  States  should  now  be  jealous  of  every  encroach- 
ment upon  their  rights.  Tlie  argument  of  my  colleague 
would  put  them  to  sleep.  Upon  his  theor}',  the  British 
Government  must  be  very*  weak  ;  because  it  possesses 
ten,  nay,  I  might  say  twenty-fold  the  patronage  of  this 
Government. 

I  sliall  now  approach  another  branch  of  my  colleague's 
argument.  I  fully  assent  t<rhis  general  proposition,  that 
it  IS  both  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  cultivate  friendly 
relations  Vith  every  civilized  nation  ;  and  for  that  purpose 
we  should  interchange  with  them  ministers  and  diploma- 
tic agents.  Our  ministers,  when  sent  to  a  foreign  court, 
should  remain  there,  and  not  return  home  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  question  upon  which  I  would  say,  1 
should  join  issue  with  the  gentleman,  did  this  expresssion 
not* 'smell  of  the  shop,"  is  in  what  manner  ought  our 
ministers  to  appear  abroad  ?  Ours  is  the  only  pure  Re- 
publican Government  upon  the  earth.  All  our  habits  and 
,  our  manners  ought  to  be  congenial  to  the  simplicity  and 
'  dignity  of  our  institutions.  Among  men  of  sense  abroad, 
our  ministers,  attired  in  the  style  of  country  gentleman, 
would  be  more  respectable,  and  more  respected,  .than  if 
they  were  bedizened  in  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow.  In 
every  attempt  to  ape  the  splendor  of  the  represenUtives 
of  monarchical  Governments,  we  must  fail.  The  veriest 
menial  of  the  most  contemptible  court  in  Europe,  who 
appears  abroad  in  the  character  of  a  foitign  minister,  will 
be  able  to  eclipse  in  dress  and  in  ^inerj',  the  representa- 
tives of  the  American  People. 

What  was  the  example  of  tlie  ancient  Romans  .'  In  the 
days  of  their  purity  and  their  greatness,  did  they  ever  at- 
tempt  to  vie  with  the  splendor  of  the  Asiatic  despots 
whom  they  subdued  ?  Did  they  Sfend  ambassadors  to  the 
East,  clothed  in  gorgeous  apparel  ?  No,  they  went  in 
the  simple  dignity  of  Roman  citizens,  clothed  with  the 
majesty  and  power  of  the  Boman  People :  and  thqr  car- 
ried  respect  for  the  Roman  name,  wherever  they  went. 
It  was  upon  this  model  th.it  Dr.  Franklin  acted,  when  he 
apj)eared  as  our  minister  at  tlie  Court  of  France,  in  the 
plain  dress  of  a  country  gentleman.  He  would  have  de- 
served immortality  fur  this  act  alone.  He  set  an  exam- 
ple from  which  his  successors  ought  never  to  have  de- 
parted, 


What  is  now  the  case  ^    The  last  Adminiitntmbe 
prescribed  a  uniform  to  be  worn  by  our  foreign  )iiim. 
It  consists  of  a  military  coat,  covered,  and  glittehnpf! 
gold  lace,  the  cost  of  which  is  not  less  than  590  dob, 
and  a  chapeau  and  small  sword,  corresponding  fiili.v 
splendor !     And  this  dress  is  what  my  colieagtx  bis  ol 
ed  the  livery  of  the  American  People,  which  owa-r 
ters  ought  to  be  proud  to  wear  !    I  protest  ipt&'h 
dress  being  called  the  livery  of  the  Americin  Peo^: 
It  Is  not  so.     It  is  the  livery  of  the  last,  tnd  tk  prac 
Administration..    No  gentleman,  who  valued  bs  itz.^ 
with  the  People  of  this  country,  would  ever  ippeirbe 
fore  them  in  such  a  garb.    The  People  of  tbelVA 
States  do  not  even  know  Uiat  sucli  a  dress  bisbe»^ 
scribed  for  their  Ministers  abroad.    In  manyinsii^ 
must  make  us  appear  ridiculous  iuthe  eyeiofb: 
nations.     Imagine   to  yourself  a  grave  and  Tfsenk 
statesman,  who  never  attended  a.miritia  tninisi  ^  '^ 
lif^,  but  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  station  of  ife 
Minister^  in  consequence  of  bis  ciril  attainmenu,  a^' 
ing  at  Court,  arrayed  in  this  mifitarr  cot^  »:*  i^^ 
peau  under  his  arm,  and  a  small  sword  din§lif¥»'^ 
side  !     Is  not  such  a  man  compelled,  brcocfonffT 
this  regulation,  to  render  himself  ridiculous^  "A^ 
tary  chiefUin,''  who,  in  early  life,  had  reccired  bid  i 
cation  at  West  Point,  not  the  old  "ciiixcn  soUitr »' 
resides  upon  his  farm,  might  sport  a  drcsi  of  tla  ti 
with  some  degree  of  grace  ;but  whatiridiculiasi?^ 
tacle  would  a  grave  lawyer,  or  judge,  of  ^JJ^" 
age,  present,,  arrayed  in  such  a  costume?  "^JT- 
of  our  foreign  Ministers  be  not  sufficient  to  eM»  ** 
to  exercise  that  liberal,   but  plain  liosptlaTrt)!  »^^^*  ! 
longs  to  the  character  of  their  country,  I  By^*^ 
be  increased  ;  but  let  them  never  forget,  f^^ 
or  in  their  manners,  ttic  simple  grandeur  wl*i»J^ 
the  chawcler  of  Republicans.  1  trust,  that,  &fe^l-^ 
days  of  Franklin  will  again  return,  ,       . 

The  gendeman  has  informed  us,  that  it  b  ns  ^* 
we  ought  to  be  repre  sented  at  the  CoBgT««5  .^ ' 
should  it  ever  assemble.     Whatever  I  iwy  m«  ^^"^^ 
of  the  Mission,  I  mo»t  heartily  spproTcd  of  tw  »^\ 
of  the  Minister.    For  one,  I  shsU  never  anclit^  f: 
proper  allusions  made  upon  this  floor  to  ^^\^' 
in  relation  to  this  Mission.     There  la  no  man  m  ^'-^^^ 
of  the  Administration,  whom  I  •ho'«W  "^K*!^- 
ted,  nor  is  there  any  man  among  thera  «»f^^.  [^ 
promotion,     if  he  should  ever  again  r^to  1«^^ 
should  regret  to  sec  him   in  any  dress,  butmlj^^. 
American  gentleman.     In  that  costume,  "^/"ItJ  i 
ly  better  ^present  his  own  character,  »"*^  ""'^^ 
merican  People,   than  if  be  were  decked  «^ 
sjilendid  uniform  prescribetl  by  the  Adminisjr^ 
will  then  set  an  example  of  plainness  aod^ 
which  may  pe  useful  to  the  Republics  of  the  5<^^; 

'I1ic  gentleman  has  awarded  the  I»u«^  ^'^'J!!' . 
the  brow  of  the  Militaiy  Chieftain  ^  but  bj^^ 
civic  wreath  to  the  sUtesman  ripened  by  ^^^  L.- 


nop 


IP 


of  40  years.  He  has  informed  us,  be  was 
I  believe  the  fates  will  never  confirm  b'»»^^r 
and  believe,  that  the  People  of  the  United  i^^ 
elevate  the  «  citizen  soldier'  to  the  supreme  ^-^ 
of  the  Union.  In  that  event,  and  >ft"°^^- 
been  tried  by  them,  I  venture  to  V^^^^a, 
award  will  entwine  the  civic  wreath  with  ^^J^^^^ 
and  that  Jackson  will  live  in  the  hwto'^  „J^^* 
as  the  man,  of  the  present  age,  whovas  t» 
first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  ins  co^^- 
I  believe  that  the  annals  of  the  hun^an  race  »  . 
but  few  examples  of  men,  who  were  endo«fO  y 
with  rare  and  distinguished  militao't*'^"^-^^^ 
the  same  time,  possessing  the  capacity  wrcif"  ^^^, 
It  would  be  easy  to  quotea  splendid calal<)g^'«j.i 
in  proof  of  this  assertion  \  hut  I  shall  only  a>f» 
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of  Perictett  CiDciniialu%  Chttleimtsiw,  AlAred,  Henry 
the  4th  of  Fnmce,  Napoleon^and.  above  «1)^  our  own 
unequalled  WaihtngSon. 

I  Shall  nov  descend  from  the  lofty  heights  to  which  we 
have  been  ■Oaring*  and  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  re- 
oolutiom  which  havjs  wd  been  before  the  House,  for  aev* 
cral  days  past.  I  ^ould  have  been  opposed  to  their  in- 
troduction, had  I  been  consulted  upon  the  subject.  I 
should  be  willing*  in  this  particular,  to  Uke  the  sagacity 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as  my  guide.  1  agree 
with  him,  that  it  is  not  our  business  to  originate  any  pro- 
position, except  such  as  hare  the  necessary  legislation  of 
the  country  directly  in  view.  The  party  m  this  House, 
opposed  to  the  re-election  of  the  present  President,  do 
not  ^ouire  any  caucussing  to  direct  their  conduct.  The 
path  or  policy,  as  well  as  duty,,  lies  open  before  them. 
Xhey  ought  to  do  the  Legislative  business  of  the  country, 
and  then  go  home,  leaving  the  great  question  of  the  Pre- 
sidential eleetton  to  be  decided  by  the  American  Peo- 
pie.  l*hey  wUl  think  more  of  us,  if  we  should  let  it  a- 
lone.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  not  vote,  during  the  pre* 
sent  session,  in  fiivor  of  considering  eitlier  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  or  the  constitutionality  of  the 
old  Sedition  Law,  or  any  other  subject  which  must  neces- 
sarily divert  oiw  attention  from  the  business  of  the  nation, 
to  the  politics  of  the  dav.  Had  any  question  beeii  taken, 
I*sliould  not,  at  this  time,  havs  even  voted  in  favor  of 
considering  the  resolution  to  inauire  into  the  expediency 
ofplacing  a  picture  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  in  the 
Itotundo  of  the  Capitol.  As  to  the  resolutions,  to  wliat 
do  they  amount  ?  Do  rentlemen  suppose  that  the  charac« 
ter  of  the  Administration  is  to  be  tried  by  a  Committee 
of  Accounts  '  I  believe  that  there  are  some  supernu- 
merary officers  in  the  Departments }  but  I  do  not  tliink 
that  the  salaries,  of  such  as  ought  to  be  retained,  are  too 
h^h.  In  less  than  three  years,  the  Ute  war  gave  rise  to 
an  expenditure  of  $120»000,000,  beyond  Uie  usual  a- 
mount.  After  its  close,  tliere  were  an  immense  number 
of  accounts  to  be  settled,  which  produced  a  new  organi- 
zation of  the  Departments,  to  meet  the  necessitjr  of  the, 
case.  These  accounts  have  nearly  all  been  liquidated  i 
but  still  all  the  new  offices  and  clerkships,  which  were 
then  created,  continue  to  eaust,  and  others  have  been 
added.  This  is  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the  Admmistra* 
tien,  as  of  Congress.  A  reduction  in  the  number  of  these 
officers  and  clerks,  and  a  more  strict  and  economical  ap> 
plication  of  the  different  contingent  funds,  to  the  purpos* 
ea  for  which  they  were  intendedi.  embrace  every  thing 
which  I  expect  the  committee  will  be  able  to  accom- 
plish. They  possibly  may  make  some  discoveries  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  past  expenditures  of  the  different  pontingeiit 
funds,  which  have  not  yet  been  brought  before  the 
House. 

In  condunon,  I  must  express  my  most  sincere  thanks 
to  the  House,  for  their  polite  attention  ( an  attention 
which  I  do  not,  at  any  time,  deserve  \  much  less  at  this 
time,  after  they  liave  been  exhausted  by  so  long  and  no 
fatiguing  a  debate. 

[He^e  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

TVSSSAT,  FSBEUART  5,  1828, 

The  House  again  took  up  the  resolution  on  Retrench* 
ment. 

Mr.  RIVES,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the.ad- 
journment  of  the  previous  day^  rose,  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  the  House:  when, 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  requested  h'ls  colleague  [Mr.Rxvss] 
to  yield  him  the  floor  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  made 
to  the  House  a  statement  of  fkct  The  House  no  doubt,  re- 
col]ect«>]^sir,can  never  foiget  it:  their  polite  attention  has 
riveted  it  in  my  memory— some  remarks  of  mine  on  Friday 
last  Yesterday  morning,  in  consequence  of  rumours  that 
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were  afloat  in  varioua  directions,  a  fnend  of  mine  from 
North  Carolina  asked  me  ifl  had  seen  the  United  States' 
Telegraph,  of  Saturday  kst  ?  I  replied  that  I  had  not: 
for,  though  I  am  a  subscriber  to  tliat  paper,  I  rarely  see  it: 
it  comes  to  me  very  irregularly.    My  friend  said  I  had 
beuer  look  at  it:  for,  it  stnick  him,  that  there  was  some- 
things sUted  there  not  as  1  had  said  it.    1  did  so)  and  my 
eye  was  first  attracted  to  an  article  under  what  is  called 
Uie  editorial  head,  entiUed  "  The  Bargain."    As  soon 
as  I  had  read  it,  I  sat  down,  and  addressed  a  note  to  the 
Editors,  stating  that  an  unwarranted  ^and  unwarrantable 
use  had  been  made  of  my  name.  I  state  the  substance  of 
the  note  <  and,  in  this  part,  the  words  also;  and  I  added 
that  the  article  purported  to  state  what  I  had  said,  hut  not 
as  I  had  said  it.    Sir,  1  hunted  the  whole  Capitoline 
for  the  {^per,  before  I  could  find  one  copy  of  Saturday's 
paper.    At  last,  I  got  one  from  the  other  House.     My 
eye  was  then  attracted  to  the  report  of  my  remarks.  Just 
at  that  moment,  I  was  invited  to  an  interview  with  the  se- 
nior Editor,  in  an  adjoining  room,  which  invitation  I  did 
not  accept.  *  I  preferred,  sir,  to  stay,  and  listen  to  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman    fl^m  Pennsylvnnia,  [Mr.  Bu- 
chaitav.]    1  was  then  finishing  a  second  hurried  note, 
sUtingthat  I  had,  since  my  note  of  the  morning,  adverted 
to  the  report,  and  that  it  was  obnoxious  to  the  same  ob- 
jection as  the  Editorial  article.    On  looking  over  it  since 
then,  I  find  that  it  is  so^  in  a  yet  higher  degree.    I  waited 
patiently  to  see  whether  any  notice  of  the  errors  would 
be  uken  in.  this  mominr's  paper  \  and  I  borrowed  it  at 
the  house  adjoining  that  in  which  I  lodge.    As  no  notice 
whatever  is  there  taken  of  the  matter,  I  think  it  due  to 
myself  and  to  the  House  to  decbre,  that  report  not 
only  presents  my  statement  not  as  I  said  it,  but  it  states 
what  I  did  not  say — [Here  Mr.  B.  quoted  the  report] — 
••  that  there  was  no  coalition  until  Mr.  C*s  exclusion." 
Sir,  I  said  no  such  thing.    I  said  something  that  might 
have  been  mistaken  fbr  what  is  here.    I  know  nothing  of 
the  motives  of  the  statem^t,  I  care  nothing  for  the  mo- 
tives--the  motive  does  not  affect  the  statement :  it  does 
affect  the  act,  sa  it  regards  the  agent  ;  but  not  as  it 
wgards  the  object  of  that  act.    The  effect  to  me  is  not 
altered,  if  a  man  blows  my  brains  out,  by  his  motives  in 
doing  it.^    That  it  was  not  until  Mr.  Crawford  obstinately 
refund  to  die,  and  a  certain  candidate  was  excluded  from 
the  possibility  of  being  elected,  that  the  present  incum- 
bent became  a  psrty  to  the  Coalition,  or  was  taken  into 
the  firm.  This  is  what  I  said  :  I  said  what  I  had  said  in  the 
Senate  two  years  ago :  and  I  said  what  I  did  not  say  in  the 
Senate  two  yeats  sgo.    The  whole  tenor  and  tendency  of 
this  report  is  to  make  an  impression  on  the  public  mind  that 
I  came  forward  here,  with  a  certain  knowing  air,as  ifl  were 
privy  to  some  mighty  thing,  which  other  people  did  not 
know:  as  ifl  wsa  tendering  myself  as  a  witness.  Sir,  I  did 
no  such  thing.  So  far  from  volunteering  as  a  witness,  I  had 
rather  be  excluded  from  giving  testimony.    I  am  not^ 
certainly,  an  incompetent  witness  i  and  I  should  be  the 
last  man,  most  certainly,  to  impeach  my  own  credibility : 
but  I  do  not   wish   to  press  my  testranony,  for  reasons 
which  will  be  understood  by  every  gentleman.     But  the 
tendency  of  that  reporti  is,  to  lead  the  reader  to  believe 
that  I  spoke  of  certain  things  as  having  taken  place— pen- 
derUt  ft/«— I  mean  while  the   Presidential  election  was 
pending.    I  said  no  such  thing.    This  is  what  I  said — that 
I  had  been  told  by  the  party  m  question  that  if  we  would 
give  them  (himself  ana  hia  friends)  any  other  person  ex- 
cept John  Q.  Adams  for  President,  they  would  support 
him.     I  state  it  over  again  with  reluctance — ^I  did  not  wish 
it  to  go  abroad  till  it  should  go  as  I  said  it,  and  with  all  the 
concomitant  facts  and  arguments  to  illustrate  its  meaning. 
I  said  that  I  had  reason  to  know  the  sentiments  of  two 
certain  parties  in  that  business^  concerning  a  third  party. 
-But,  sir,  I  had  no  communication  with  either  of  them  after 
I  my  return  from  Europe.    1  neither  sidd  nor  insinuated 


dwt  I  bad.    Wk«t  I  appke  of  happened  prior  to  my  yoy- 
age  to  Europe.    I  spoke  of  a  aubject  which  was  mat- 
ter of  genenl  notoiiety«-«nd  I  spoke  of  it  as  penonally 
known  to  nes  it  was  personally  known  to  me.    I  men- 
Uwied,  too^  how  1  got  the  knowledge  oflt.    I  did  not 
want  the  knowledge  i  bui  in  cases  like  this,  as  in  all 
other  cases»  I  like  to  act  on  the  higtieat  poaub!e  evidence, 
•nd  that  highest  possible  evidence  is  to  me  the  evidence 
of  my  ewn  senses.    I  had  other  evidence  of  it  besides. 
Tlie  evidence  was  abundant  and  supetabundant.  I  apeak 
of  the  opmion  heki  by  the  ftrst  and  (he  aecond  man  now 
in  thia  Administration,  respecting  each  other.    It  was  so 
notorious,  that  they  may  have  been  paid  to  have  put  their 
handa  and  seals  to  that  opinion,  and  to  have  publiabed  it 
to  the  world.     Sir,  if  there  is  any  thing  which  can  do  mis- 
chiefs  it  is  such  reports  and  audh  editorial  vemarkf.    1  am 
perKMiaUy  ignoiant  of  one  of  the  Editors.    I  never  spoke 
hot  to  one  of  them  (the  senior  e^tttor)  in  my  life ;  and 
timt  waa  once,  thia  aeasion,  on  the  steps  of  this  Capitol, 
when,  in  reply  to  his  addiesa,  I  bade  him  ''good  morn- 
ing."  l*hia  has  been  the  whole  of  our  intercourse.    Sir, 
if  any  ^ing  can  do  away  the  effect  o^  statements  made 
here,  it  is  such  exaggeration,  or  such  oareless  misrepre- 
sentation as  thia.    K I  were  to  put  my  hand  to  that  state- 
ment, I  should  put  my  hand  to  what  is  not  tnie :  fbr,  as 
sure  as  I  hM,  this  paper  in  my  hand,  the  atatement  in  it 
is  iaise— [throwing  the  paper  on  the  floor.]  I  said  no  such 
thing,  as  every  body  knows  that  took  the  trouble  to  listen 
to  me»  1  spoke  of  an  agreement,  or  an  understandings-call 
it  what  you  wiU^betweenthe  two  high  contrscting  parties 
— neither  of  whom  is  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States-^ 
which  took  place  long  previously  to  a  certain  event,  and 
long  previously  to  its  being  ascettained  that  one  of  thoae 
parties  was  exdudefl,  as  a  candidate,  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentaiives.    The  evidences  of  it  were  given   on 
this  floor,  in  the  contest  which  took  place  between  one 
of  those  parties  and  another,  whom  J  bad  almost  caHed 
hia  colleague  :  for  they  had  represented  the  same  State 
and  town.     It  was  riven  in  another  way,  both  before  and 
afler  my  departure  for  Bovope— in  a  manner  not  to  be 
misunderstood.    This  instance  was  belore  I  went  to  Eu- 
rope, in  1834.    I  did  not  know  of  the  fact  of  his  exclu- 
sion till  alier  my  return,  in  Deo.  1^4.    The  first  news 
I  heard  of  it  waa  from  Capt.  Fish,  who  came  down  in  the 
Steam  Boat,  with  hi*  usual  attention  and  cordiaUty,  and 

Sreeted  me  on  my  return:  he  gave  me  the  first  news  that 
ackson  was  ahead  of  sU^and  that  there  was  every  rea- 
son  to  believe  that  Clay  would  not  come  into  the  House. 
I  had  no  communication  with  either  of  these  high  con- 
tracting parties  after  that— (except  one--of  a  certain  sort 
with  one  of  them,  [Hr.  W.]  which  was  finislied  to  my  en. 
tire  satisfiietion)  during  that  session.  Ye%  I  liad-^--once 
in  the  room  which  is  called  yours,  Sir^I  was  cower- 
ing over  the  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  and 
then  believing  that  New  York  would  not  give  her  vote 
for  the  present  President— the  Speaker  came  in,  and  Isaid 
to  him,  "  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  kept  long  a  balloting.'' 
HenadoubtsmfLedat  my  simplicity.  Sir,  what  I  SAid 
on  Friday,  laball  put  in  blaek  and  white-««s  soon  as  I 
have  time  to  correct  certain  minutes,  or  whatever  else 
they  are  called,  that  is  if  tbey  are  corrigible.  Sir,  that 
compact,  or  understanding  between  the  two  high  par- 
ties, was  long  anterior  to  the  time  when  either  of  tbem 
thought  of  the  present  President  as  the  successor  to  Mr. 
Monroe.  To  believe  that  it  then  had  for  iU  object  the 
elevation  of  the  present  incumbent,  one  must  sun  pose, 
that  one  of  the  parties,  who  was  himself  a  canaidate, 
wanted  to  defeat  his  own  election.  Sir,  it  is  a  simple 
case  ofredueUo  ad  abturdum^mt  one  of  those  we  have 
lately  seen— in  which  the  Speaker  himself,  and  not  the 
proposition,  was  reduced  <Mf  aUufdum.  Yet  we  must 
■suppose  so,  if  the  individual  I  spoke  of  would  have  a  com- 
munication with  Eastern  i^entlemen  early,  in  1824^  with  a 


viewtoputthepie^tPi^Mide^irtDtt^  I 

issoabi»d.thattbei«ianotai«Wwho4»beW 
to  beltere  it,  even  by  the  help  of  sogBrcMidy-qp|« 
a  bit  into  his  mouth.)  Ourinte»oMir«wiiMK»Jf(» 
al,  when  he  used  ttie  expremion  I  "««*J«*^^^ 
is  not  the  fiiat.  or  the  secoed,  or  the  thinl  \m^i 
hare  had  occasion  to  compbkin  of  thtf  «i«  W*"; 
have  written  to  the  editors  to  that  ^<-^*  J^ 
caiion,  I  said,  ««do  able  and  P««*J«* "f*?;^!??) 
that  if  they  trump,  their  adTersaneawiU  «» "P?? 

Why.  sir,  Hoyle  might  »»^  ««8*»*  *"rr Sf  ?;  Jfc 
report  in  that  paper  made  me  ^Tf**^);;^ 
their  own  fiivorite  book  of  games,  w««»«*5!r.5T!2 
better.'*  Who  does  not  aee  that  this  tik»fl«»«J« 
entirety  ?  Sir,  it  makes  that  flat,  and  <»5£r^ 
and  base,  which  I  maintain  waa  strirtlyp««»f«2;  J 
not  without  point.  With  oAe  c»o«PH?r^IS « 
Irish-and  that  is  one  where  I  *«»!1*«^,5S«^ 
mancoukl  have  misui»dcrotood.me-wi*»«J^ 
tion,  «r,  I  hare  not  aeen  one  report  in  tW  PJ?' "7, 
remarks  of  mine,  (one  only,  which!  «ik2«»^ 
which  has  not  filled  me  with  di^gwt  A"^**? 
more  inc^gnant  at  it,  because  those  WP??J1^ 
into  other  opposition  papers,  fi|^«*«*^5!l!7!:!^^ 
the  Irish,  with  the  nngle  exception  ^^^^T^ 
miserable  report— I  do  not  aay  there  wP^^JtJ 
lice— I  do  not  beliere  that  there  was anj-«H«»*^ 
that  it  was  a  moat  wretched  repott.  ^''^^Jr;^. 
tice  another  journal,  on  another  occaiian.  ""^^^ 
tain  debate  here,  1  spoke  of  a  bull  ji**iy  ;««J^ 
ed:  Well,  sir,  the  printers  had  thit,  **«>;.  "JTw 
whose  orders  nulitiamen  had  been  iboi,  ^  °^'  7^ 
the  same  debate,  while  a  member  [^'^"T^ 
speaking  on  the  otlier  aide  of  the  H«m^ 'j^f!,. 


I  had  bcen.mirinformed  in  the  •*•♦«**"*  JjS  ^ 
relation  to  the  ahooting^  of  militianien  at  N<>n*/^^jj 
sir,  such  is-my  horror  of  stating  as  a  ftct™5 . -abfl  * 
fe  fact,  that  I  rose  immediately,  intefrapted*"^^ 
an  argument  w^iich  had  norefercm»totW»JI^jj 
with  all  the  distinctness  of  artiouUtion  of  l^^T^ 
pable,  I  made  an  explnnetion,  takiRg  btck  ww  ^ 
before  stated,  before  it  couH  he  notjeed  ^J^^ 
relation  to  the  shooting  of  the  miKt**"?^";*!-;^  I 
I  did  not  wish  it  to  go  abroad  withoot  the  wb^  , 
expected  that  this  counter  statement T?*'?.^^^ 
the  pspers  next  day  ?  but  it  was  only  »*  \7L»5i 
no&rn  said  a  few  wonls  in  explanation.  Y»  ^ 
turday— Sunday  is  a  blank  day,  as  we  ^^^^9 
I  was  a  fox-hunler-that  statement  got  to  Be^ 
Sunday  afternoon.  The  error  could  .*w^^'!^T(fr 
sooner  than  Monday,  and  would  reach  ^^^^i 
day— here,  sir,  were  forty^ijjht  hoow  tor  tw  w^ 
brew  in.       ' 


,  sir,  were  rony-cigni  awn  »v.  —  ^^ 

«. .  w  ....    The  party  referred  to  wai  a  "^^ "^ 

and  a  man  of  honor— to  say  more  is  «»J««^- ^.tfr 

Sir,  I  am  not  imputing  motives— the  nor^jnr 

to  roe— but  if  this  misrepresentation  1^^ 

I  ♦»»<  House  should  not  now  have  nesrow^ ^ 

U  the  printers  would  only  let ««  |^if 

r  no  public  man  can  exist  an  ooar  ww     . 


thing .    ^ 

peered,  the  House  should  ««*  no^,"J^ 

from  me. 

but  I  know  no  pul 

presa^  and  I,  sir,  am  a  public  man.    Sir, 


cOTJt**: 


have  sUtcd  that  imperftcily  and  lamdy,  r^Tjj^g* 

'i  state  very  clearly  in  six  words?  w*!^.r 

serve  as  a  foil  to  ray  colkague,  on  w>»*»^TLr;p; 
that  of  the  House,  I  have  tre«pa««l  ^'^^ 


Mr.  mVRS  aaid,  that,  in  ;m«>f  "^'"P.  "Cb>  k^ 
ean  of  debate  which  Uy  before  hinn  l»c  m^|p. 
fh>m  wluit  point  to  lake  his  departnre,  ^^^^^ 


tion  to  ste^  hia  course.  But,  a>  '""^Z^  j^*?**' 
pensahly  necessary,  on  So  ^x^^^^^^^^^j^^^  le?*' 
endeavor  to  take  tlie  resolutions  upon  "V^gf^tff 
guide,  with  no  other  deviations  than  Hjf.*^  uf 
dent  debate  shoidd  unavoidably  force  him  ^ 


t     suing  this  courteof  discussion,  he  should  veiy  much  re- 
irret  if  any  iking  he  mii^t  say  ahould  excite  a  single  un- 
f     pleasant  sensation  in  the  bosom  of  any  member  of  the 
SI     House,  or  be  considered,  in  any  degree,  indecorous  or 
B     disrespectful  towards  any  member  of  tiie  Government 
'.     I  noay  trul^  affirm,  said  Mr.  R.  that  I  enterUin  none  other 
than  the  kindest  feeliiifs  for  everv  gentlenuin  with  whom 
•     I  hare  the  honor  to  be  associated  upon  this  floor ;  and 
.,     towards  the  members  of  the  Administration,  however 
r     J"*®**  ^  "•y  ^  politically  opposed  to  them,  I  have  never 
,     narbored  the  slightest  sentiment  of  Ul-will  or  personal  an- 
'    ^'.pathy.    But,  as<guardiana  of  the  public  weal,  and  sen- 
,    tinels  of  tJie  public  liberty,  it  sometimes  becomes  our  du- 
,    ty  here  to  qseak  unpalatable  truths.     In  doing  so^  I  have 
always  endeavored  to  separate  the  private  from  the  pub- 
lic char»cl«rs  of  persons  in  office  ^  and  while  I  reserve 
toinysel^  atall  time%  every  legitimate  freedom  of  re- 
mark: upon  their  offickl  conduct,  I  hope  I  shall  never  say 
any  thing  which  u  ould  be  a  just  cause  of  personal  ofTence 
.    to  thein  or  their  friends. 

fn  this  sphrit,  I  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
««latioM  upon  the  taUe.  There  are  two  features  com- 
mon to  all  the  propositions.  They  all  contemplate  an 
■oquiry  into  the  expediency  of  retrenching  the  future  ex- 
penses of  the  Govermnent,  and  an  examination  into  its 
past  disbunemeuU.  Sir,  I  am  decidedly  friendly  to  both 
«f  these  objects.  But  as  a  means  of  cflTecting  them,  I 
prefer  the  resolatioB  recently  submitted  by  my  friend 
from  South-Carolins,  [Mr.  Haxiltoh]  because  it  U  more 
specific  an  1  practical  in  its  character,  and  because  it  pro- 
poses  to  employ  the  iastrumenUlity  of  a  special,  instead 
ora  SUnding  Committee.  Shv  I  am  peraaaded,  from  the 
extent  and  magmiudc  of  the  inquiry,  that  it  cannot  be  sa- 
tisfactonly  conducted  by  any  of  the  Standing  Committees, 
already  burtheiied  with  pre-existing  duties.  I  hope, 
^nerefore,  that  the  peoposition  of  the  gentleman  from  S. 
t^arolina,  will  receive  die  support  of  evciy  one  who  has 
the  cause  of  retrenchment  re^ly  at  heart. 

T.hough  itaanitherold.fa8bioneddoctrine,Mr.  Speaker, 
*  n  °'?  J*'  *^*^  '^^  ^"'^  *«  ""««  ^  retrenchment 
really  at  heart,    I  believe  there  is  great  occasion  for  it. 
it  is  now  twe«ty4ive  years  since  there  has  been  any  sys- 
i«nMtic  reformation  in  the  organization  and  expenses  of 
t  he  several  Departments  of  the  Government.     The  refer- 
niatioij  I  allude  to,  was  at  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's Administration,  when  it  was  thorough  and  com- 
plete.    Considering  the  tendency  of  all  Governments  to 
abuse,  to  the  accumulation  of  unnecessary  expenses,  and 
the  incumbrance  of  useless  offices,  1  cannot  doubt  that 
there  has  ansen  much  since  that  period  which  requires 
correction.     The  tree  of  Executive  patronage  is  continu- 
ally sbrowing  out  new  shoots  and  branches,  which  as  con« 
iSiT-.^^'L^*^  ^^  spplication  of  the  pruning-knife. 
While  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evxa- 
ETT]  assented  to  the  general  tendency  of  all  Govemments 
to  abuse,  he  said.  Uiat  the  abuse  to  which  this  Govern- 
ment  was  most  prone,  was  the  abuse  of  parsimony.     Sir, 
i^tf  idea  IS  contradicted  by  the  whole  histoiy  of  the  ope- 
fjjtions  of  the  Government  i  snd  a  litUe  reflection  wUI,  I 
•"ink,  satisfy  the  gentleman  himself  that  his  notion  is  fid- 
"Cioua.     How  are  the  expenses  of  this  Government  sup- 


undisguised  operation  of  the  system  of  public  revenue, 
under  the  State  Governments,  which  renders  the  Repre- 
sentative practically  and  constantly  responsible  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  this  responsibility  is  a  sufficient  securi^ 
against  prodigality  in  the  Government. 

But,  in  this  Government,  the  revenue  which  supplies 
the  public  expenditures,  is  not  drawn  into  the  Treasuiy 
directly  from  the  pockets  of  the  People,  although  they 
ultimately  pay  it.  They  pay  it,  however,  in  the  shape 
of  an  increased  price  for  the  commodities  they  censume ; 
and  instead  of  tracing  that  increase  of  price  to  an  act  of 
the  Government;  thev  generally  look  no  fiuther  than  the 
merehant  with  whom*  they  deal.  In  this  way,  the  impo- 
sition IS  difljguised,  and  the  RepresenUtive  is  screened 
from  responsibility.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  vote  millions 
of  dollars  here,  with  not  so  much  hesitotion  or  compunc- 
tion as  we  vote  thousands  in  the  Stete  LegbUtures.  It 
is  for  this  reason,  that  the  tendency  of  this  Government, 
so  long  as  the  national  revenue  is  derived  principally  from 
external  duties,  will  be  to  profusion  and  extravs^panoe  4 
and  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  supposes, 
to  parnmony. 

lliese  {general  considerations  sufficiently  indicate  to 
my  mind,  the  necessity  of  some  revision  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Government,  with  a  view  to  retrenchment  But  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SsxexAsr]  said,  that 
some  bssis  ought  to  be  laid  for  the  inquiiy.  What,  sir  ! 
does  the  gentleman  reauire  actual  proof  of  the  existence 
of  abuses  f  This  proof  cannot  be  had  without  tnquiiy. 
If,  then,  we  can  take  no  initiatory  measure,  for  the  cmdt- 
rection  of  abuses,  without  previous  proof  of  their  exist- 
ence; as  that  proof  cannot  be  had  without  inquiiy*  and 
as,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
^rlvania,  no  inquiiy  on  the  subject  oo^t  to  be  made 
without  proof,  abuses  must  ever  remain  uncorrected. 
The  effect  of  the  doctrine  is  to  shelter  the  abuses  of  Go- 
vernment with  an  inviolable  sanctuaiy. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  su|^e8ted  another 
reason  against  Uiis  inquiry,  which  surprised  me  no  less. 
He  said  he  would  not  move  such  an  inquinr,  because  it 
was  calculated  to  weaken  the  affections  of  toe  People  for 
the  Government,  (not  the  Executive  Department  merely* 
but  the  whole  Goremtnent)  by  giving  sanction  to  t|ie 
idea  that  there  are  abuses  here.  Su*,  I  would  res- 
pectfully submit  it  to  that  gentleman,  whether  the  aflRec- 
tions  and  confidence  of  the  People  will  be  most  weaken- 
ed by  the  suppression  of  inquiiy,  and  thereby  producing 
upon  the  public  mind  the  impression  that  we  are  dispoa- 


>hcd  >  By  direct  impositions  upon  the  great  body  of  the 
;j^<>ple  ?  No,  sir,  if  this  were  the  case,  it  would  be  some 
:"  ^ck  upon  the  extravagance  of  the  Government.  In  the 
•**a.te  Govemmeots,  whenever  a  new  expenditure  is  au- 
*cfcrized,  the  means  of  meeting  that  expenditure  must  be 
'■''^vided  by  direct  taxation  upon  the  People.  The  tax- 
*^  herer  goes  annually  to  the  citiicn,and  exacts  fh>m  him 
»  share  of  the  public  contributions.  If  he  finds  that 
greater  dian  it  was  the  year  before,  be  knows  by 
act  it  is  so«  be  demands  of  his  Representative  the 
a>^n  for  it^  and  unless  that  rea«on  is  satis&ctoiy,  he 
ar*iissc8  him,  and  chooses  another.    It  is  this  direct  and 


r  pursuing 


ed  to  connive  at,  and  acquiesce  in,  abuses,  or  by  pursu 
inquiry  to  show  a  determination  either  to  purify  the  Go- 
vernment from  abuses,  if  they  exist,  or  to  clear  it  of  the 
odium  and  suspicion  of  them,  if  they  do  not  exist. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  firom  Pennnlvania  took  still 
bolder  ground.  He  not  only  said  that  there  wss  no  suffi- 
cient proof  of  abuses  calfing  for  reform,  but  he  attenpt- 
ed  to' show,  that,  in  fact,  there  are  no  abuses,  and  tnat 
the  administration  of  the  Government  is  distinguished  by 
extraordinaiy  economy.  Sir,  how  did  he  make  this  out  ? 
By  reviewing  the  fiscsl  operations  of  the  Government  for 
the  hst  twelve  years,  fhmi  1815  to  1837,  and  exhibiting 
their  accumulated  results.  He  told  us  that,  within  that 
period,  seventy  millions  of  the  public  debt  had  been  i»aid 
off,  besides  maintaining  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Civil 
list,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  the  public  service  ( 
and  seemed  to  rely  upon  this  as  a  conclusive  proof  of  the 
economicsl  administration  of  our  finances.  Sir,  the  first 
remark  which  occurs  upon  this  statement  is,  that,  admit- 
ting its  sufficiency  as  evidence  of  economy,  it  does  not 
prove,  what  is  the  only  matter  with  which  we  have  any 
concern,  that  the  Administration  of  the  Govemaent  i%' 
at  the  present  time,  an  economical  one.  It  could  prove 
only,  that,  in  times  past,  there  haa  been  economy  ! 

But,  lir,  I  waive  this  objection,  and  wiH  go  back  wiQi 
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the  honorable  cefitleman  in  hit  retrospect.  It  it  not  a 
little  tingubr,  tho%  while  the  rentlemtn  wtt  tellin{^  ui  of 
the  amoont  of  debt  which  had  been  paid  ofT,  and  the 
expentet  which  had  been  met  by  the  Goremment,  at  eri. 
dence  of  itt  economy,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  he 
ought  to  have  told  itt  tomething  of  the  meant  which  had 
been  put  at  itt  ditpoial,  for  the  aceompfithment  of  thete 
•bjectt  f  Economy,  tir,  it  a  relatrre  thinp  i  It  dependt 
on  the  proportion  between  the  reouitt  which  have  been 
accomplithed,  and  the  retourcee  which  hare  been  fur- 
nithed  for  accomplithinr  them. 

Now,  lir,  what  vere  ttie  retourcetofthe  Goremment 
during  thoae  twelve  yeart.  from  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  hat  collected  the  retuHt  he  to  fondly  dltphy- 
ed  to  the  admiration  of  the  Houte  t  Whv,  tir,  more 
than  300  milfiont  of  dollart.  During  teyeral  years  of  the 
period  included  in  the  honorable  gentleman*t  retrospect, 
we  bad  direct  taxet,  and  a  tystem  of  internal  revenue  $ 
and  from  those  tourcet,  added  to  the  cuttomt,  the  talet 
of  public  landa,  and  the  bank  bonut  and  dividends,  the 
whole  revenue  which  flowed  into  the  pubfic  Treatury, 
from  1815  to  1837,  coniiderably  exceeded  300  milliont 
of  dollars !    Now,  tn*,  with  tuch  a  fund  at  thit  at  itt  dis-  ^ 

petal.  Is  it  proof,  either  of  extraordinary  frugality,  or  of  tain,  for  the  purpose  of  thowing  the  relalive 
consummate  financial  skill  in  the  Government,  to  have  |  of  our  public  burthens,  b  obviously  itniair»  in  mxnf  res- 
paid  off  70  millions  of  the  debt,  and  defrayed  xU  current !  pects.  The  British  Government  ts  now  neftriy  e':gkt  ceo- 
expenses  f  tories  old,  and  during  that  time  has  been  engaged  ia  a 

The  average  annual  receipts  of  the  Government,  dur- 1  long  succesrion  of  wars,  foreign  or  donaeatict  wlMcb  hire 
inrthis  period,  amounted  to  more  than  25  millions.  We  |  accumulated  upon  it  an  immense  ansa  of  poblic  debt. 
Will  suppose  that  about  10  millions  were  annually  appli- 1  To  pay  the  interest  of  this  debt,  and  whatever  portion  d 
ed  to  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt.  The  ,  its  principal  it  may,  and  at  the  lame  tinne  to  sapport  the 
ordinary  current  expenses  of  the  Government  may  have  ;  cumbrous  and  expensive  establishments  which  natkSoa 
amounted  to  about  another  sum  of  10  millions  annually  i  j  its  political  organization,  it  must  impose  upon  its  a^JKta 
and  there  then  remained  a  sum  of  5  millions  to  be  ex- !  a  weight  of  taxation  equal  to  their  utmost  capo^  to 

m   bear.    Butour  situation  is  altogether  different  Osz^ax 


general  revenue  of  the  State,  tiie  county  levies,  tk  par- 
ish rate%  and  numerous  other  public  exaetionwof  sse  it 
or  another,  which  have  been  estimated  hy  a  sasft  ^as 
statist,  as  well  as  statesman,  [Coi  Baarrow,  of  the  Sa. 
nate,]  at  a  round  sum  of  twenty  milRona  «iC  dolhrs  mare 

We  have  thus  a  gmnd  total  of  fH^  millioM  of  dsEEass. 
instead  of  twenty-odd  millions,  for  the  aoMMmt  cfpobEe 
contributions  levied  upon  the  People  of  this  rosittry 
whioh,  deducting  from  our  popuhition,  two  milBsas  far 
slaves  who  pay  nothing,  makes  a  chaifpe  npmi  the  rentee, 
of  five,  instead  of  two  (foUars  a  head.  Nov,  8ir.  Cfass 
does  appear  to  me  to  be  an-  enormoiw  lond  of  tmtwm, 
even  fur  a  much  older  People  than  we  sre  \  and,  iccord. 
ingly  one  of  the  nKMt  profound  politiciana  of  the  o&i 
world,  the  celebrated  Talleyrand,  (as  has  been  rtited 
elsewhere  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  hacve  tiretdy  al- 
luded,)  in  graduating  the  actual  taacatioa  of  diflbeBt 
countrtet,  hat  placed  ut  upon  the  scaleiiraiBMdIepQm. 
tion  between  Great  Briuin,  the  most  heaTily  taxed,  sol 
France,  the  next  most  heavily  taxed  eoantry,  (but  for 
the  exception  he  mak^s  of  ui^)  in  the  wotid. 

But,  Sir,  the  comparison  which  the  gentleman  ftom 
Pennsylvania  made  between  thia  countiy  and  Great  Btv 


pended  md  iibUwn.  How  the  honorable  gentleman  can 
deduce,  from  these  frets,  an  evidence  of  the  economy  of 
the  Government,  I  cannot  conceive. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  firom  Pennsylvania  exhibited 
another  view  of  this  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  sliowinp^ 
us  how  rightly  we  sre  taxed  for  the  support  of  our  insti* 
tutions.  He  told  us  that  the  whole  expenditure  of  the 
Government,  for  the  vear  1836,  was  24  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which,  assessed  upon  our  twelve  milhons  of  popu- 
lation, produces  a  charge  of  only  two  dollars  a  head, 
while,  according  to  a  statement  he  made,  the  taxation  of 
the  British  People  amounts  to  fifteen  dollars  a  head.  Ob- 
serving, (in  passing  merely,)  that  the  gentleman  has 
stated  the  amount  of  public  burthens  in  Great  Britain, 
enormous  ss  they  certsinly  sre,  at  a  higher  rate  than 
I  have  ever  seen  any  authority  for,  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  satisfy  him,  thst  he  has  put  our  own  much  too  low. 
His  statement  pretermits  several  important  items,  which 
undoubtedly  enter  largely  into  our  complicated  system 
of  public  burthens. 

He  seemed  to  assume  the  amount  of  duties  paid  to  the 
Government,  as  the  foil  measure  of  American  taxation. 
But,  Sir,  this  is  not  so.  It  is  true  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
duties  are  all  «^hich  the  Government  receives,  but  titey 
are  not  all  tlut  the  People  pay.    The  merchan%  who 

Cays  the  duties  to  the  Government  in  advance,  must  have 
is  profit  upon  tliat  advance  included  in  the  price  of  the 
goods ;  and  this  profit,  repeated  and  multiplied  through 
a  leries  of  exchanges,  smounts,  at  last,  to  a  heavy  tax 
upon  the  consumer,  over  snd  above  the  amount  of  duties 
paid  to  the  Government  The  ordinary  amoimt  of  duties 
la  twenty-odd  millioni,  and  the  usual  mercantile  profit,  of 
fh>m  33|,  to  50  per  cent  upon  that  sum,  would  raise  the 
whole  charge,  imposed  by  the  General  Government,  to 
about  thirty  milUons  of  dollars.  But  to  ascertain  tlie  full 
amount  of  public  burthens  sustained  by  the  People  of 
this  <;ountry,  vou  must  also  take  into  the  account  the  taxes 
.imposed  by  the  State  Governments,  with  all  their  subor- 
dinate local  jurisdiction^  comprehending^  besides  Uie 


tional  existence' hardly  extends  beyond  half  ^sentray, 
and  the  simplicity  of  our  republican  insAitvfloMinthcr 
requires  nor  tolerates  tlie  costfyappeitdasea  vbkih  be- 
long to  other  Governments.  The  pvblfQ  debt  of  GkC 
Britain  amounts,  at  this  moment,  iietween  three  and  few 
thousand  milliona  of  dollars  t  an  amount  aaore  thaa  fiftr 
times  ^ater  than  our  national  debt  Now,  as  the  bar- 
thens  imposed  by  every  taovemment,  must  he  in  proper^ 
tion  to  the  charges  existing  upon  it,  1  would  adc,  vitk 
what  propriety  a  comparison  can  be  made  between  Gresi 
Britain  and  this  country,  under  these  widely  dtSerest 
circumstances,  with  s  riew  to  test  the  economy  of  o«r 
Government  ? 

But,  Sir,  I  protest  altogether  agunst  comparisoas  wi6 
Foreign  Governments.  Our  institutions,  our  situatioa, 
moral  and  physical,  the  gen'tn  and  liabita  of  our  People, 
are  all  peculiar.  They  are  sm  gmeris.  In  havisgthe 
freest  Government  in  the  world,  we  are  cmtilled,  by  the 
imvor  of  Providence,  to  the  greatest  share  of  pobSc  bless- 
ings i  snd  among  them,  that  we  should  not  be  sab)ected 
to  a  relentless  taxation  which  takea  **  from  the  nooth  of 
labor,  the  bread  it  has  earned."  In  what  consista  the  ts- 
lue  of  a  firee  Qovemmeni,  if  it  is  not  that,  by  the  coumit 
mfiuenoe  and  control  of  the  will  of  the  People  over  thea 
rulers,  the  Government  is  restrained  from  oppresaon, 
pecuniary  as  well  as  personal  }  Sir,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Penns>lvania  did  not  tell  us  to  what  a  sitna. 
tion  the  People  of  Great  Britain  had  been  reduced  by 
their  public  burtliens— of  the  number  of  their  paupers 
and  starvelings— that  two-fifths  of  the  whole  population 
of  thatcount^  were  kept  alive  bf  being  billeted  upoo 
the  constrained  charity  of  the  remaining  three  IHUis. 

Would  the  worthy  gentleman  have  us  esteem  ouvselves 
happy,  and  without  any  cause  to  complain  of  government- 
al exactions,  ss  long  as  we  can  keep  within  the  limit  of 
this  extremity  of  wretchedness  >  I  hope  not.  Sir.  I  have 
long  thouglit,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  may  venture  to  express 
such  an  opmion,  that  there  is  too  great  a  disposition  amoag 
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lonie  of  oar  dittinguiihed  Statesmen  to  bring  our  affairs 
our  policy  and  our  prineip1e%  to  the  standard  of  Foreign 
Gorernments.  A  prominent  feature  in  the  celebrated 
first  Menage  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  to  Congress^ 
waa  its  perpetual  fond  recurrence  to  the  proceedings  of 
Foreign  Governments,  as  the  lesson  of  our  political  du- 
ties, and  the  measure  of  our  political  powers.  He  told 
us  what  France,  what  Russia^  what  Great  Britain  had 
done,  and  gave  us  to  understand  that  we  should  go 
and  do  likewise.  Now,  Sir,  to  all  this  I  object,  as  anti- 
American— «s  anti-Bepublican.  Our  circumstances  and 
our  institutiona  are  peculiar,  and  so  too  should  be  our 
policy. 

But,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  our  public  expen- 
ditures. I  would  sav  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  true  mode  of  testinjp^  the  economy 
of  our  Goyemment,  at  any  given  period,  is  not  to  com- 
pare its  expenses  with  those  of  a  Foreign  Government, 
but  with  its  own  at  some  antecedent  period.  Now,  Sir^  if 
we  do  this  we  shsU  find  that,  during  Mr.  Jefferfton's  Ad- 
ministration, in  1803,  for  example,  the  whole  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  exclusive  of  the  pavments  of  the 
[)ublic  debt,  amounted  to  $$,737,079, ;  while  the  sanie 
class  of  expenditures,  during  the  year  1826,  according  to 
the  last  Treasuiy  report,  amounted  to  #13,063,316.  Here, 
then  we  have  an  increase  of  expenditure  equal  to  350 
ler  cent,  in  less  than  25  years,  which,  after  making  eve- 
7  allowance  for  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  the  ex- 
pansion of  its  institutions,  does  seem  to  me  to  be  dispro- 
portionate and  extravagant. 

Sir,  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  these  views,  because 
have  a  deep  and  settled  conviction,  that  economy  is  a 
ordinal  virtue  in  every  Republican  Government.  It  is 
lot  merelv  for  the  pecuniary  saving,  and  the  consequent 
elief  to  the  industry  and  resources  of  the  People,  which 
t  brings  with  it,  that  I  esteem  it  It  is  still  more  for  iU 
lolitical  effects.  It  is  not  only  the  close  allv,  but  the 
urest  guarantee  of  the  public  liberty.  It  is  the  great  in- 
tniment  for  restraining  that  dangeroua  principle  of  Ex- 
xutiye  influence,  which  is  perpetually  undermining  and 
ssailing  the  fabric  of  free  Ckivemment  every  where,  and 
>f  our  own  not  less  than  others.  This  influence  exerts 
nd  enlarges  itself  through  the  disbursements  of  public 
noney,  ultimately  under  one  shap^  or  another.  Diminuh 
he  public  expenditure,  then,  and  you  at  the  same  time 
iminish  Executive  influence. 

Sir,  I  may  have  fears  upon  this  subject,  which  firmer 
linds  can  and  do  repel  \  but  it  Iws  long  been  my  opi- 
ion,  that  there  is  a  decided  tendency  in  our  Government 
o  a  dangferous  and  dispproportionate  accumulation  of 
lower  in  the  Executive  branch,  and  that  Monarchy  is  the 
u than asia  of  our  political  ^'stero.  Gentlemen  who  treat 
hese  fears  as  altogether  visionarv,  and  those  especially, 
rho  like,  the  distinguished  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
onstder  patronage  a  disadvantage,  rather  than  an  aid  to 
11  Administration,  have  not,  I  am  persuaded,  explored 
ie  full  extent  and  range  of  this  powerful  engine,  in  the 
lagnitude  which  it  has,  at  present,  attained.  Having 
een  led,  by  particular  circumstances,  during  the  last  ses- 
on  of  Congress,  to  look  into  this  subjeot,  i  will  repeat 
ef  e  the  resuK  of  an  investigation  then  very  carenilly 
lade.  Many  persons  have  hastilv  supposed  that  the  pa- 
-onage  of  the  Executive  connsted  exclusively  in  appoint- 
lenta  to  office.  But  an  equally,  if  not  more  important 
ranch  of  patronage,  consists  in  the  disposition  of  public 
loneys  through  the  ftiedium  of  contracts  made  under  the 
irection  of  the  Executive.  Both  of  these  branches  were 
icltided  in  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  Executive  pa- 
onag^,  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  ^99,  and  I  took  the  list 
r  items,  enumerated  by  him,  as  tiie  basis  of  my  calcula- 
on. 

In  doing  this,  I  found  that  the  '^annual  pay  of  the  offi- 
;rs  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Treasury,  State, 


War,  and  Navy»  and  their  dependencies  { of  the  AttomOy 
General,  and  Postmaster  General,  Judges,  Marshals,  and 
District  Attornevs,  Officers  of  the  Customs,  Postmasteii; 
of  Diplomatic  characters,  Commerdal  Agents,  (exclusive 
of  Consuls,^  Commissioners  under  Treaties  Territorial 
Officers,  Indian  Agents,  Surveyors,  Registers,  Receivers, 
&c.  i"  in  fine,  the  pay  of  all  Civil  Officers,  whose  appoint* 
menta  depend  upon  the  Executive,  added  to  the  com* 
missioned  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  amounted  to 
about  $3,500,000 ;  and  that  the  amount  of  moneys  dis- 
posed of  by  contracto  Aiade  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executiye,  including  Fortifications,  Docks,  Navy  Yards» 
Internal  Improvements,  Light-houses,  transportation  of 
the  Mail,  supplying  the  provisions,  clothing,  fwna,  can- 
non, kc*  for  the  Araiy,  building  ships,  and  mmishing  sup- 
plies necessuy  for  the.  Navy,  was  about  $  4^500,000  i 
making  an  aggregate  of  eight  imllions  annually :  four 
times  the  amount  of  Executive  patronage^  as  estimated  by 
Mr.  Galktinin'QQ. 

•  Now,  Sir,  when  the  honorable  genUeman  from  Penn- 
sylvania comes  to  survey  thu  immense  field,  so  produc- 
tive in  rich  rewards,  he  can  no  longer,  I  am  sure,  consi- 
der its  possession  a  fUsadvantage  to  those  who  enjoy  it« 
He  will  see  that,  akhough  the  hopes  of  an  expectant  may 
be  sometimes  disappointed,  in  relation  to  a  particular 
office,  yet  that,  in  tbe  multiplicity  of  other  boons  and 
favors  to  be  disposed  of,  ample  means  are  afforded  to  re- 
tain his  fidelity,  and  to  console  and  indemnify  him  fbr  his 
first  diiappointment. 

Believing  this  immense  force  of  Executive  patronage 
to  be  dangerous  to  the  public  liberty,  and  as  the  disburse- 
menta  of  public  money  must  necesnrily  be  made  by  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  that  every  increase 
of  expenditure  tends  directly  to  increase  the  influence  of 
that  Department,  I  am  for  embracing  every  fit  occasion 
to  reduce  the  public  expenditure  to  the  real  demands  of 
the;  public  service.  It  is  with  reference  to  this  great  po- 
litical object,  that  I  attach  so  much  importance  to  a  wise 
economy  in  the  administration  of  our  public  affSurs.  When 
Mr.  Burke  proposed  his  great  scheme  of  economical  re- 
form, he  did  not  look  merely  to  the  saving  of  money, 
though  that  was  somethhig  to  a  People  groaning  beneath 
the  weight  of  their  public  burthens — ^but  he  looked  be- 
yond,  to  the  higher  object  of  diminishing,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  pecuniary  retrenchment,  the  danger- 
ous and  growmg  influence  of  the  Crown.  When,  tn  the 
same  memorable  year,  Mr.  Dunning  submitted  his  cele- 
brated resolution,  affirming  that  the  "  influence  of  the 
Crown  had  Increased,  was  Increasing,  and  ouglit  to  be 
diminished,"  he  submitted  by  the  uqeof  it,  another  reso- 
lution, affirming  it  to  be  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  examine  into,  and  correct  abuses, 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  revenue,  and  declared 
that  both  propositions  stood  upon  one  great  principle. 

Sir,  there  waa  a  period  in  the  history  of  our  own  coun- 
try, when  these  doctrines  were  not  only  avowed,  but  prac- 
tised. I  allude.  Sir,  to  the  Presidency  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
which  1  have  ever  looked  back  teas  the  purest  era  of  our 
Government— as  the  era  of  sound  principles  and  of  correct 
practices.  As  I  hope  the  doctrines  of  that  day  will  once 
again,  at  no  very  remote  period,  come  into  fiivor,  and  as 
they  are  particularly  applicable  to  the  subject  of  our  pre* 
Bent  deliberations,  I  must  be^  permission  to  read  a  beaii'* 
tiful  development  of  them  m  the  words  of  their  great 
teacher. 

In  his  first  official  communication  to  Congress,  beheld 
the  following  language : 

"  These  views  are  formed  on  the  expectation  that  a 
sensible,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  salutary  reduction,  may 
take  place  in  our  habitual  expenditures.  For  this  pur- 
pose, those  of  the  Civil  Government,  the  Army,  and  Na- 
vy, will  need  cevisal.  When  we  consider  that  thu  Go* 
vemment  is  charged  with  the  external  and  mutual  rela. 
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icmly  of  Umm  Statec {  tbat  the  Statet  tlienuelf«t 
hare  the  piincipftl  mn  of  our  penoii%  our  property,  and 
our  reputatioBt  comtitudnf  tbe  gnat  field  of  human  oon* 
com^  we  nay  well  doubt  whether  our  organisatkm  is  not 
too  complicated,  too  expensive— rwbetber  offices  and  of* 
iicets  have  not  been  multiplied  unnecessarily,  and  some- 
timea  iigunously  to  the  serrice  they  were  meant  to  pro- 
mote.  I  will  cause  to  be  laid  before  you  an  essiy  to* 
wsvis  a  statentent  of  those  who^  under  the  public  en4>ley* 
ment  of  Various  kiodi^  draw  money  from  the  Treasoiy,  or 
ftom  our  chisens.  *  Time  has  not  pennitted  a  pmect 
enumeration,  the  lamificatieos  of  office  beinff  too  multi* 
plied  and  teo  remote  to  be  completely  traced  in  •  first 
trial.  Amonn^  those  whc  are  dependent  on  Ejwcutire 
discretion,  I  hare  beipun  the  reduction  of  what  was  detm- 
ed  unoecesMiy.  The  expenses  of  diplomatic  agency 
hare  been  considerably  <fimfcniBhed.  The  inspeetom  of 
internal  revenue,  who  were  found  to  obstruct  the  ac- 
countability of  the  institution,  have  been  discontinued. 
Several  ageneie%  created  by  the  Bxecutive  authority,  on 
salariesfixed  by  that  alao^  have  been  suppreswd,  and 
flbould  suggest  the  expediency  of  regulating  that  power 
by  law,  so  as  to  subject  its  exercise  to  tlie  legisboive  in- 
spection and  sanction.  Other  reformations  or  the  mme 
kind  will  be  punued,  with  that  caution  which  is  re<iuisite, 
in  removing  uselem  things,  net  to  mjure  what  is  retain- 
ed.  Hut  the  great  mass  of  public  offices  is  established 
bybiw,  and,  therefore,  by  bw  alone  can  be  abolished. 
Should  the  Legislature  think  it  expedient  to  pass  this  roll 
in  review,  and  to  try  all  iU  parts  by  the  test  of  public  uti- 
lity,  tbc^  may  be  assured  oi  every  aid  and  light  which  Ex- 
ecutive  information  can  yield.  Considering  the  general 
tendency  to  multiply  oniceri  and  dependencies,  and  to 
increase  expense  to  the  ultimate  term  of  burthen  which 
the  citixen  can  bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avail  ours^ves  of 
evenr  occasion  wtiich  presents  itself  for  taking  off  the 
surcbaige  t  that  it  never  may  be  seen  here^  that,  after 
leavinip  to  labor  the  smallest  portion  of  its  earnings,  on 
which  it  can  subnst.  Government  shall  itaelf  consume  the 
residue  of  what  it  was  instituted  to  guard.  In  our  care, 
.  to<H  of  the  public  contributions  entrusted  to  our  direction, 
it  would  be  prudent  to  multiply  barriers  against  their  dis- 
sipation, by  appropriating  specific  sums  to  every  specific 
purpose  susceptible  of  definition  i  by  disallowing  all  ap- 
plieations  of  money  i-arying  from  the  appropriation  in  ob- 
ject or  transcenduig  it  in  amount  i  by  reducing  the  unde- 
fined fiekl  of  contipgenciesb  and  thereby  circumscribing 
discretionary  powers  over  money:  and  by  bringing  back  to 
to  a  single  department,all  accountabilities  for  money,  where 
the  examination  mav  be  prompt,efficaciouSp  and  unrfbrm.*' 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  had  always  regarded  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jefierson  as  the  purest  and  bright- 
est era  of  our  Government.  Is  not  the  pregnant  extract , 
which  I  have  Just  read  from  his  first  message  tn  CungresSp 
sufficient  evidence,  in  itself,  of  the  justness  of  this  praise  ? 
It  is  possible  to  conceive  a  nobler  spectacle  than  he  pre- 
sented on  that  cccasion  f  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  na- 
tion voluntarily  divesting  himself,  by  bis  own  act,  where 
it  was  competent  for  him  to  do  so,  of  every  adlribute  of 
his  power,  which,  however  ad^'antageous  to  hinnself,  he 
deemed  to  be  inconsistent  with  tlie  public  interest  «  and 
in  cases  wlierc  it  wss  tmt  competent  for  him  to  upplv  the 
remedy,  calling  upon  the  le^ative  authority  to  do  so, 
by  reducing  his  patronage,  circumscribing  his  discretion, 
und  defining  bis  powers  !  Sir,  the  spectacle  is  rare  as  it 
M'aa  noble<  If  it  was  not  presumption  in  me,  1  would 
venture  to  recommend  it  to  the  imitation  of*the  distinguish- 
ed individuals  who  now  preside  over  the  administration 
of  our  public  affairs.  They  might  find  it,  perhaps,  the 
roost  effectual  means  of  acquiring  present  popularity^  as 
it  certainly  would  be  of  earning  true  glory  for  the  future. 
But  they  seem  to  have  taken  a  different  view  of  what  be- 
came their  situation. 

Their  whole  course  has  been  in  striking  contract  with 


the  aelf^ny'u^  repubhoanmnof  Mr.  J*»  »J 
of  renounci'ng  the  exercise  of  power  whidiilitW 
tiie  Constitution  had  given  theiBi  we  »7««JT 
ing^  daim  to  powers  which  arc  wactionedby  nate i 
gSad  of  the  sunprmsion  of  tt«n«»^f«ir^ 
curtailment  of  Executhre  pstronsf^e,  we  lwcw»?» 
mpidly  multiplied  sad  iacressed,  «ndtfjj»»^ 
ii^ead  of  lecommeodingtherinitotiwrfBBflW* 
cretkm  over  thepubBcdisbursciiieirti,wetofeWB" 
asking  foe  larwe  gmnts  of  public  wm^l^^i 
•rtl2rme«l^\ndple.ii«^  "^^^'S^' 
into  detaU-let  measkif  "thee«p«|«^^ 
agency  have  been  consideraWy  ^^f^J^, , 
rioua  that  they  have  increased,  «^^^\ 
tempt  to  give  some  idea  of  the  ^^^^r 
Have  "enyi««ncies,  crated  by  Eiwrtjtt^^^ 
sakmea  fixed  by  that  also,  been  mppit^^ 
crethatoiyoftheExecutiveDepsitmeoU^ 

Wliat  respect  hss  been  paid  by  theP^,^. 
tration  to  those  great  maxUm  of  fi**;^ 
cukated  by  Mr.  Jefferson?  Htte^q^^^ 
acquiesce  in  the  doctrine  of  "WJJ^* 
sums  to  every  specific  purpose  «w«P»7"  4  ^^\ 
For  an  answer,  iTcfcrto  aneitiiBSte«?V^^:l 
partment^ ;  in  which,  to  «ff«ct.»  ""^"i-bciei^^ 
Mis  of  national  importance,  which  wy«RV»^ 
if  ai^  thing  be  eusoeptible  of  dHi»«»^!L,^rtr 
appr^riate  a  sum  of  $50,000--it  ^^^it 
.for  the  survey  of  such  rout»  ^^^^^ 
proper  to  denominate  nationsL  ^^^^Smv^' 
pect  for  another  of  thoae  ^'O'^'^Z^'* 
"  disallowance  of  all  appBcations  of  "J^^  >r" 
the  appropriation  in  object,  or  tni-^^l,^** 
There  ia  now  a  comnmnioathm  opf^^r^jit* 
Head  of  another  of  the  Departnjeato,  ^  ^ 
cipated  from  thia  restraint,  ^x^^l  Tj^J  tJ?: 
of  transferring  appropriations  from  oy^Sl^r- 
diture  to  anc^er.  jHas  there  been  »  d»P^. »' 
ed  inthecstimat^4iCei^ofthe^P^«^^ 
duee  the  undefined  field  of  eootnrno^.  i- 
circumscribe  discretionary  poweif  ^^!^^'^ 
wUI  be  found  that  this  •«  fiejd  of  contog^k 
of  being  reduced  by  the  P»«»«^^^!J«p3f 
been  gi^ly  eirtended,  and  thit  -the dtfw^, 
ers  of  the  Executive  over  tbe  public  ^'^i» 
proporUonally  enlarged.  „^^,?l}^^^^- 
crease  of"  conUngencies,''  I  ^^^^^J^ 
more  particukriy  to  the  notice  of  *«  "°^'^*- 

As  I  have  thul  ventured,  Mr  .Sp^ker.  »r 
self  in  the  unfashionable,  if  not  ^^^Z^' 
economist,  I  must  be  permitted  to  itsie,  w^  ^ 
in  detoil,  what  are  my  notions  upon  w»«T^ 
the  advocate  of  economy,  I  am  ^f^^lZ^Hf^' 
a  niggardly  partfmony.  I  would  *>  »T*L*^' 
places  ;  all  supernumerary  office^  ^^^^"^^ 
purpose  than  to  be  snug  receptacles  ^^T'^^ 
and  channeb  of  ExecuUve  influence.  ""V,t?<t 
officers  who  are  reaUy  necessary  to  tlic  p«'  ^ 
would  give  them  liberal  conipenmtioni  "^j,;, 
this  moment, asolitary officer,  whose sjwy  ^.9. 
I  wiHjld  touch  the  sahtfy  only  throuKh  w«r^: 
one  and  the  same  act,  wherever  \Y'^J:yi^^ 
mere  nominal  employment,  I  would  iW  j^^ 
IT  and  the  office.  In  w^ard  to  ^y^kMuilf^''' 
lishments  essential  to  the  security  0*  ^^rz  ^  * 
mainUin  them  all  in  a  state  of  salutsiy  yYUu^  ^'' 
cy  ?  but  as  the  beat  means  of  doing  IM«»  *^  ^^ 
vor  to  free  them  firom  incumbrance,  aiw.^  \ 
from  abuse  in  every  branchof  their  Adimn» 
Sir,  is  my  idea  of  public  economy.  ,  ^^  f^ 

Sir,  I  have  been  very  UHich  »u«T"^^XtDeti*' 
tion  uf  retrenchment  has  been  ao  pwwP'^  ^^  ^< 
tack  upon  tbe  present  AdmUu^*©**'  .^p^  * 
friends  of  economy  ?    The  Pitsidetit  w»fi 
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iplett  prol««ioii»upoiitbitwbject-*cren  of « *'  itriot" 
d  «  vifpUnt"  economy.  Do  hit  friends  diitniit  bis  sin- 
rity»  or  does  tlieir  sensibility,  on  the  present  occssion. 
Ise  from  tbe  proposed  inquiiy  into  tbe  disbunemeiits  ol 
e  Government  ?  Sir,  this  is  nude  our  duty  annnaUy, 
r  the  StuKling  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House.  It  is  a 
tty  imposed  upon  us  by  a  still  higher  authoritjr— that  of 
e  Constitution  itself;  which  reqiures  that  ^'a  regular 
itement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
public  money,  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time." 
m,  sir,  to  make  tliis  published  statement  of  the  espen- 
ures  of  public  money  what  it  was  designed  to  be,  a 
eck  on  extravagance  and  abuse,  it  must,  sometime^  at 
ist,  embrace  rarticulars  and  details  which  can  be  elicit* 
only  by  qieoial  inqoinr. 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  lfasHtcbasett%  [Mr. 
KRB1T]  seemed  to  think  that  we  had  no  rightfid  autbo- 
f  to  enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  one  of  the  funds 
ibraced  by  the  proposed  enquiry— the  fund  for  the  con- 
gent  ezpenftcs  of  foreign  intercourse.  Me  seemed  to 
nk  that  thislund  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
nt  as  the  constitutionar organ  of  our  intercourse  with 
cign  nations,  and  that  as  such  he  had  aright  to  dispoie 
it  in  any  manner  he  pleased,  without  £sclosing  the 
rticulars  of  iu  expenditure  to  any  one,  and  that,  b/  the 
iposed  enquiry,  we  should  invades  high  prerogaUve  of 
i  Presidential  office.  Sir,  I  will  fint  remark  that  tliis 
icction  proceeds  from  <  misapprehension  in  point  of 
t.  None  of  the  resolutions  call  for  the  particulars  of 
I  expenditures  out  of  this  fUnd.  They  only  ask  for  the 
pectiveamounuof  what  has  been  expended  out  of  this 
id,  and  settled  at  the  Treasury,  without  any  specifica^ 
1  of  the  nature  of  the  expenditure,  and  of  what  has 
m  expended  and  settled,  in  the  usual  way,  upon  speo- 
voucliera.  The  law  authorises  the  President  to  cause 
expenditures  out  of  this  fund  to  be  settled  at  the 
easury,**by  specially  accounting  lor  the  same,  in  all 
Unces  wherein  the  expenditure  may,in  his  judgment 
made  public  $"  and  in  other  insunces  «•  by  merely 
king  a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  such  expenditure  as 
may  think  it  advisable  nottospecify."  Now,  sir,  the 
oJutions  under  consideration  ask  only  for  the  sggre^ 
es  of  these  two  classes  «f  expenditures  <  and  do  not 
k  a  disclosure  of  the  particuUr  items  of  either.  There 
therefore,  no  foundation,  in  p«Miit  of  fact,  tor  cen«dtf. 
these  resolutions  ss  invading  any  prerogative  ofthe 
tsident,  even  if  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
■saciiusetts  were  correct. . 

}ut,  sir,  ss  I  consider  that  doctrine  altogether  errone- 
;,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  legitimate 
ctions  of  tbis  House,  I  beg  leave  here  to  protest  against 
It  was  once  contended  in  England,  that  the  House  of 
nmons  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of 
civil  list  revenue,  because  that  was  to  be  rmrded  in 
nature  of  a  private  and  personal  grant  to  the  King, 
ject  exclusively  to  his  own  discretion.  There  was  a 
usible  ground  for  that  claim  in  Bnghrnd,  inasmuch  aS 
civil  list  revenue  is  always  settled  upon  the  King,  at 
accession,  for  life.  But  even  there,  it  has  been  long 
:e  repudiated,  and  abandoned  by  Ministers  themselves, 
the  civil  list  revenue,  as  well  as  every  other  branch  of 
public  revenue,  is  held  to  be  a  trust,  in  the  hands  of 
sovereign,  subject  st  sll  times,  to  examination  and 
trol  by  the  Representatives  of  the  People.  If  this  be 
acknowledged  doctrine  in  England,  m  relation  to  a 
larch  holding  his  power  independently  of  any  express 
of  consent  on  the  psrt  ofthe  People,  how  much  more 
licable  is  it  to  s  Government  like  ours,  where  the 
ef  Magistrate  is  the  immediste  creature  snd  servant  of 
public  will  and  responsible  lor  all  his  acts  ? 
his  idea  of  the  responsibility  of  the  President,  in  re- 
1  to  the  dbburseroents  of  what  is  commonly  called 
le  secret  service"  fund,  is  founded  upon  s  total  miscon- 
tion  of  the  act  of  Congress,  to  which  I  have  afaready 


That  act  of  Congress^  properly  ooasideied, 
does  not  vest  sny  rigtit  in  the  President*  It  ootyoeirreys 
so  authority  to  the  aceounting  officers  of  the  Treasui)^ 
andempowers  tfsem  to  cre<&t  disburwments  of  pubfic 
money*  in  ocrtaan  cases,  witliout  specifio  vouehen^  which, 
otherwise^  they  woukl  not  have  been  authorised  toeredk. 
Hence,  the  eonduding  declaration  of  the  law,  that,  ht  • 
€«ses  of  secret  service,  the  mere  **  certificate  of  the  Pte« 
sident  lihaU  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  lor  the  sem 
or  sums  therein  expressed  to  have  ^n  expended."  - 
The  true  purpose  and  effect  of  the  law^  is  te  protect  the 
President  frelm  disclosing  the  nature  of  his  oMiendiCures 
out  of  this  fund,  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Tressu* 
fff  and  not  from  communicaling  ttiem  to  the  Reprssenia* 
tivesof  the  People,  in  their  high  official  chameter,  as  the 
giMid  inquest  of  the  nation^  if  they  deem  it  expedient  to 
call  for  them.  This  power  of  Congress  is  an  inherent  * 
and  fiindamenUl  right  of  the  People,  and  can  newer  be 
abandoned  in  principle,  without  betrajring  the  interssti 
and  privileges  of  our  constituents.  How  Ar  it  may  be 
saffe  and  prudent  to  exerdse  it,  is  another  question-^ne 
of  mere  discretion,  which  must  depend  upon  the  partieu«  - 
lar  ciroumstonces  of  each  case,  as  it  shaH  arise. 

Believing  it  to  he  the  right  and.  the  duty  of  thiaHousei 
at  all  times,  to  institute  sny  inquiries-  it  msy  deem  neces- 
sary^ into  the  disbursements  of  public  money,  I  should 
vote  for  the  present  inquiry  upon  general  prindplee 
alone.  But  I  confess,  sir,  I  have  a  further  reason  for  giv 
ingmy  assent  to  the  proposed  invesUgatioiH  in  the  pre* 
sent  instance,  I  find  that  much  larger  sums  have  been 
furnished  to  the  present  Admintstntion,  on  account  of  all 
the  funds  embraced  in  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  than 
were  Ibmislied  to  the  Administration  which  preceded  it  { 
and  hence  it  seems  to  me  to  be  part'icuhurly  proper,  that  - 
we  ShoukI  inquire  what  has  created  the. necessity  for 
these  increased  supplies,  and  in  what  manner  they  have 
been  disposed  oft  For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  this 
difference  moK  distinotly  to  the  House,  I  liave  compiled 
fh>m  our  appropriation  laws,  a  comparative  sUtemeot, 
showing  the  sums  appropriated  for  tbe  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  several  Departmema,  and  the  contingent 
expenses  of  foreign  intercooise^  during  the  three  Issl 
years  of  the  last  Adnunistration,  to  wit,  1833»  1833,  and 
1834  {  and  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  same  objeeta 
during  the  three  yeara  of  tlie  present  Administration^  to 
wit,  1885, 1886,  and  1897.  [Here  Mr.  R.  exhibited  the 
following  table.] 


C«itinfemcxpeMe»«r  State  Dep. 
Do.  oo.  Tf'y  Dwp. 

Do.  do.  War  Dep. 

Do.  4a.  Nst7  Dap. 

Do.  do.     «r  For.  later. 

Do.  do.       of  MiMioot. 


AgfregatecKpoMM  of  Foreign  ? 
lAtfereoQr««  5 

ContiDgenc  ex.  Dep.  and  ex.  7 
Foreign  Intereoano  5 


S4,40S 
30,000 
6,000 

e,ofls 

000 
10,000 


8S,M0 


1«3»00S 


B6i,M0 


CootiagcntcxMiiiet  of  State  Dep. 
Do.  du.  Tr*f  Dep. 

Do.  do.  War  D«p. 

Doi.  do.  Navy  Dep. 

Do.  do.  For.  later. 

Do.  do.        ofMiMlow. 


Aggregate  expcmcf  of  Foieign  7 

Imereoene  5 

CoBtiBgcnt  ex.  Dep.  and  ex.  Fo-  7 


1SS5. 


S5,5S0 

30»tS0 

40,000 


ISS,SS0 


SI7,M0 


336,150 


ItSS. 


1«,S00      tTfUO 


SOJOO 
o,S00 
S,70S 


10,000    ao,ooo 


70,SSS 


8a,000    1«3,#0S 


1IS,S0S 


1SS6. 


SS,095 
30,0JO 
0,010 
5,050 
40,000 
30,000 


IS0,M5 


SS1,500 


3SS,405 


30,150 
7,000 


1SS,050 


330,450 


)8S7. 


33,050 
30,750 
11,059 
6,950 
30,000 
90,000 


135,000 


317,8^ 


TMak 


70,643 
91,450 
19,000 
I9,S86 


40,000 


SS6,37S 


451,500 


733,878 


Total. 


81,695 
103,850 
S7,S40 


110.000 
70,000 


41M44 

634,000 


1,045,444 


1891 
h;  ov  h.] 
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From  thii  exhibit,  it  will  be  teen,  that  the  lotel  amottnt 
of  ftppvopfistiom  ibr  each  of  the  contingent  ftincU  in 
anetilonf  for  the  three  yean  of  the  preaent  Adminiatra- 
tion,  has  peatly  exceeded  the  total  anoont  of  the  appro- 
piiationa  for  the  Mine  ftmda,  during  the  laat  three  yean  of 
the  preceding  Adminiatntion  ;  preaentinff,  in  the  aggie- 
gate»  an  inereaae  of  little  le«  than  30  per  cent.  *To  this 
table*  I  have  Mtbjoined  a  statement  of  the  appropriationa 
for  the  whole  expenaea  of  foreipi  intemnme,  both  re- 
gtalar  and  contingent,  for  the  tame  periods,  exhibiting  an 
uicreaae  of  corresponding  extent,  m  ttiat  bnnch  of  the 
public  aervice,  unoer  the  present  Adminstration.  1  have 
included  the  appropriation  for  forei^  intercourse  gene* 
raDy,  becauae  that  ia  a  aubjeet  pmrtiealarly  refoited  by 
the  Constitution  and  the  practice  of  the  Coyemment,  to 
the  diaeretion  of  the  ExecutiTe  \  and  for  the  rmilation 
of  Ha  expenaesb  therefore,  the  EXecutiTc  is  particularly 
rsaponiible. 

BeiM  gentlemen  may,  upon  the  first  blush,  account  for 
the  great  difiV^rence  in  the  appropriations  for  this  branch 
of  the  publie  service,  under  tlie  present  and  late  Admi- 
nialrationa,  by  referring  it  to  the  opening  of  our  diploma- 
tie  interoourae  with  the  South  American  Statea.  But  it 
ao  happens^  that  that  intercourse  was  opened  several 
yeara  before  the  ctunmencement  of  the  preaent  Adminis- 
tmtion  I  and  that,  in  the  very  first  year  embraced  by  the 
alatement,  to  wit,  in  1833,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dolkn  was  appropriated,  by  a  aeparate  law,  for  de- 
caying the  expenae  of  missions  to  the  independent  na- 
tions of  Booth  America.  The  comparison,  then,  is  alto- 
gether fidr,  emhradng  two  equal  perioda  ef  time,  when 
the  drcumatancea  of  the  country,  in  its  foreign  relations, 
were  aa  aimilsraa  th^  well  could  be.  The  other  sub- 
jcets  of  comparison  in  the  foregoing  table,  are  confined 
to  contingent  appropriations,  because.  In  the  ^sburse- 
ment  of  them,  the  Executive  and  its  ofllcen  have  an  un- 
limited discretion,  and  nrast,  therefore,  be  held  exdu- 
nvely  responsible  for  excessive  or  improper  expendi- 
tures. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  th'ia  table  I  will  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  ihct  disclosed  by  it,  in  connex- 
ion with  a  vaunting  remark  made  by  a  friend  of  the  Ad- 
miniBtration,  [Mr.  Pxi.mcx]a  few  days  ago.  H^cfaiiroed 
great  credit  for  tlie  Administration,  that  they  aaked  no 
appropriation  for  contingent  expenses  of-  foreign  inter- 
course, during  the  present  year «  and  either  he  or  some 
other  gentleman  gave  us  to  understand  that  auch  a  thing 
had  not  happened  before,  aince  the  origin  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Certain  it  ia  that  I  have  seen  this  statement 
made  in  a  tone  of  great  confidence  and  scU^ipplause, 
in  several  leading  journals  devoted  to  the  support  of  the 
Administration.  Now,  sir,  we  are  not  under  the  necea- 
aity  of  travelling  very  for  back,  fur  a  refotation  of  this  as- 
sertion :  for  it  fo  happens,  that,  in  two  out  of  three  yean 
of  the  last  Administration,  embraced  by  the  bUtement  I 
have  exhibited,  there  waa  no  such  appropriation.  The 
vean  1832  and  1833,  it  will  be  seen,  present  perfect 
blanks  as  to  this  appropriation.  If  we  go  urther  back,  we 
shall  find  Umf  tracts  of  time,  during  which  there  was  no 
such  appropriation.  For  four  or  five  successive  yeara  of 
Mr.  Jefferaon's  Administration  there  was-  none. 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  large  increase  in  the  sup- 
plies granted  by  Conmsa  to  tlie  present  Administration, 
for  these  objects,  rendered  it  particularly  proper  that  we 
should  inquii  e  into  their  disbursement.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  ^because  I  liave  no  knowledge  upon  the  subject)  that 
there  has  been  any  thing  wroiig  in  tliat  disbursement ; 
nor  do  I  mean  to  say,  that  the  actual  expenditure  has  lieen 
equal  to  the  appropriationa.  But  as  we  all  know  that  the 
appropriations  made  by  Congrem  are  founded  upon  esti- 
mates, furnished  by  the  several  Departments  of  what  they 
will  require  for  their  respective  operations^  the  appropria- 
tions made  roust  be  regarded  as  a  fidr  criterion  for  ap- 


proximating, at  least,  the  actual  eipesditiiititf  skfi^ 
vemment.  If  the  increase  of  expenditnrt,  in  tkvnl 
branches  of  the  public  service,eBibitcedb7the«^ 
1  have  exhibited,  has  not  kept  equal  piee  vitii  ik^ 
crease  of  appropriations^  I  have  seen  enough  to  m^^ 
that  that  increase  has,  at  least,  beta  reiy  taHtf^ 
under  the  present  Administration. 

The  aggregate  expen^tures  of  the  GafowetlK 
notorioualy  increaaed.'  I  here  speskof  iuaiancr 
rent  expenditures,  by  which  I  mean  ifl  eipes&ss 
except  payments  cm  account  gf  the  public  ddJt,iK2 
manda  arising 'firom  treaties  with  forei«  »>»«*  ^"If 
expenditures,  in  1833,  weret9.82r,645;ial^J^^ 
1538  In  1634,  $  10,448,779,  makiiw  atotila^i:? 
the  three  laat  yean  of  the  bst  admiantntian. «  ^- 
573.  Inl835,  thesamecbssofexpenditnitiiBf 
to  #11,416,583  I  in  1836^  to  1 13.062,316 ;  ll>. 
#13,385,530, 4  making  a  total  samdiiriBfjtbj^/^ 
of  the  present  Administration,  of  |36^7H^  ^^ 
crease  of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  iheGartfflf- 
under  the  present  Adimiiistration,  compMtd*^*- 
responding  period  of  the  but  Adniimistfttion,  »«■«' 
ed,  then,  to  ui  annual  sum  of  $3,334,611. 

Now,  Sir,  1  do  not  mean  to  hsM  tbe  Execirtjw  i^ 
Bible  for  the  whole  of  this  increaie  of  theP«itoc^ 
diture;  but  as  their  friends  are  ever  tt»J»/J^ 
them  the  wedit  of  whatever  |[0«i  hn  ^>^r^ 
they  came  into  power,  it  is  but  fwthttthey  im»^ 
a  portion  of  the  bUme  for  the  evil  which  fj^:^ 
committed.  We  arre  perpetually  told  of  the  BjK«r^ 
lions  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  vhicb  Wt%_ 
extinguished  under  the  present  Ad»iiitf«»J*f'"  ;., 
denci  of  their  good  mai^meat,  anduif  t)>^^l 


longed  personaily  amd  ei^usively  to  ^'''^'J'u 
to  have  the  whole  credit  of  this  opsrttioB,  tt?^^, 
mit  to  besr  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  o»'«]Jyfl: 
be  imputed  for  not  doing  more.  The  «^f*^,v6. 
have  just  made,  shows  that  if  the  cxp^ntlittiKi»^^ 
vemment  under  the  preaent  Adnunirtwtitfj ' 
kept  Within  thefinnit  assigned  to  then  by  Jj*^^, 
nistration,  a  further  sum  of  nearscrenmuw»  ^... 
might  have  been  applied  to  the  "tingu*^^ 
public  debt  ?  and,  instead  of  abctcenBnfl»5«»!^^^^ 
millions  of  it  might  liare  |)een  diich»fr°'^^^" . 
sent  Administration  came  into  oflics.  Con^yj: 
deep  solicitude"  which  the  Presidciit  w«w»^. 
usi  "is  felt  by  every  dass  of  ourciMC»r.jp 
discharge  of  the  puhlic  debt,- and  the  f*^.^, 

Eofesaed  by  himself  upon  tbe  ""^J^^^^^ji?* 
ve  been  expected  that  he  would  itfc  w »     ;, 
and  all  his  vigihmce  to  hasten  a  **coam^ 


voutly  to  be  wiAed.*»  ,      .  ,^  ^,^- 

Now,  air,  with  such  fiurts  as  ^^^f^^ 
it  veiy  surprising  that  some  of  us  ""^J^^jjs'^ 
venture  to  express  the  opinion,  1*>**»^I^  ^  tC** 
rits  the  present  Administration  """X  P^^T-BBf  c«*^ 
ry  frugality  as  not  one  of  them  ?  T^^!!:  yi'i^ 
in  this  country  who  have  not  regiwcd  i»5 .  ,gtf 
tration  as  a  model  of  public  economy.  "  "^^^ 
noxious  to  the  charge  of  extravagance,  r*^i,e^ 
of  the  present  Administration?  -*fr  ^ .i^tic «s*^* 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  In  »•»  P^^  ^' 
of  the  urrongs  and  persecutions  of  the  F^^f  ex-'' 
tration,  specially  compUined  otiottms^^., 
gance.  He  seemed  to  think  ^^^"^^^u^*- 
those,  whom  he  considered  such  good  ^^^i 

public  resouitses,  should  be  i*g»^«?.Kt^t^ 
deficient  in  some  of  the  attributes  "^ ^S«t.«^' 
compkined,  too,  that  the  membm*  «  ^.j^ri^ 
he  eulogised  for  their  diaUnguiabM  Wjw^  ^,fj^ 
their  virtues,  iheir  public  servicei.  J^^^itit^^ 
spoken  of  whh  less  admiratioB  by  otW^^ 
down  to  the  account  of  a  peisecotiag  «P" ' 
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Sir»  I  «lo  not  know  »  more  legitimate  subject  for  differ- 
ence  of  opinion,  than  the  talents  and  merits  of  public 
men.      i  will  not  say  what  I  may  think  of  the  talents  of 
%He    present  cabinet,  beeauie  I  feel  that»  to  g:iYe  an  opi- 
Tkicm   upon  that  point  any  weight,  he  who  pronotmces  it 
must  hawe  some  pretensions  lo  talents  himself.    But,  sure- 
^3^9  those  who  are  competent  to  fudge,  and  who  do  not 
regard  the  abilities  of  the  cabinet  in  the  same  favorable 
lisrht  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  does,  may 
l>«  permitted  to  express  their  opinions  without  incurring 
xVke  csliarfre  of  persecution.     What  would  the  honorable 
gentleman  do  ?     Would  he  suppress  all  freedom  of  opi- 
nion >     Will  he  reftise  to  make  any  allowance  for  inevita* 
l>1e  differences  of  human  Judgment  ?    Nof  sir ;  rather,! 
sliould  bQpe,  he  would  take  Sie  advice  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  permit  these  deluded  unfortunates  to  remain  as  *'  mo- 
numents of  the  safety  with  which  error  of  opinion  may 
l>e  tolerated,  while  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it.'' 

The  recurrence  of  this  venerable  name  reminds  me  of 
a  duty»  which  the  introduction,  I  bad  almost  said,  the  un- 
hallowed introduction  of  it,  by  the  gentlemen  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, imposes  upon  me.     Sir,  that  gentleman,  while 
descantingr  on  the  subject  of  the  billiard  table,  brought 
in  the  name  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as  authority  for  this  courtly 
pastime,  and  stated  be  had  been  informed  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson bad  proposed  to  introduce  it  at  the  University  of 
Virginia,  as  a  fit  amusement  for  the  students.    If  it  had 
not   been  for  this  allusion,  I  certainly  should  have  for- 
borne to  ssy  any  thing  upon  a  theme  already  sufficiently 
hackneyed.     But,  standing  in  the  relation  in  which  I  did 
to  that  illustrious  man  as  his  neighbor,  his  too  much  ho- 
nored friend,  and  proteg^~standin|^>  too,  in  the  rektion 
in  which  I  do  to  that  Institution,  which  was  the  pride  and 
bantling  of  his  old  age,  I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  permit 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusett^i  to  pass 
I     without  correction. 

I  Sir,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  averse  to  all  games  of  fashions- 
\  able  dissipation.  I  believe  he  never  plaved  at  them  him- 
r  self.  I  am  sure  he  always  discouraged  them  in  others. 
His  principle,  in  regard  to  amusements— for  he  was  a 
philosopher  even  in  fiis  amusements— was  to  make  them, 
while  tney  exercised  the  bodv  and  recreated  the  mind, 
subservient  to  some  useful  end  ;  to  the  discharge  of  some 

Jmctical  duty.  Hence  his  own  fiivorite  amusements  were 
bund  in  the  superintendence  ot  his  fiirm,  and  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  garden  $  and,  when  the  weather  was  such  as 
to  prevent  him  from  taking  his  usual  exercises  without 
dooni^  (in  which  case  some  gentlemen  have  said  that  the 
billiard  table  might  be  a  very  proper  amusement,  even 
for  "most  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  seigniors"  of  state, ) 
his  habit  was  to  occupy  himself  with  the  labors  of  the 
work<4hop. 
As  every  thing,  however  minute,  which  relates  to  the 

ferional  habits  of  a  man  like  Mr.  Jefferson,  is  interesting, 
shsll  not  be  deemed  tedious,  I  am  sure,  in  mentioning 
the  ftct,  known  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  others,  as  well 
as  myself,  that,  in  a  room,  adjoining  his  bed  chamber,  he 
kept  a  work  bench,  and  a  set  of  carpeotef  s  tools,  with 
which  be  employed  himself,  whenever  the  weather  con« 
fined  him  to  the  house,  in  fsbricating  articles  of  domestic 
accommodation  }  and  that  many  specimens  of  this  kind 
now  remain  in  his  fiimily,  to  attest  his  ingenuity,  his  in- 


dustry,  snd  the  primitive  simplicity  of  his  habits'.  Wheth 
^  er  tbeage  of  Monticello  at  his  work  bench,  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  at  the  billiard  table,  would 
present  the  best  moral  lesson,  the  spectacle  of  truest  sub- 
limity, it  is  not  for  me  to  say. 

Sir,  the  same  viea*t»  which  directed  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his 
own  amusements,  governed  him  in  recommending  amuse- 
ments to  others.  He  never  lost  sight  of  the  great  princi- 
ple of  utifitv.  In  regard  to  a  scheme  of  amusements  for 
the  University,  I  know  he  pronored  the  annexation  of  an 
eiperimental  fiirm  to  it,  that  the  students,  in  taking  tlie 
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exercise  necessary  for  their  healths,  should  become  ac 
quainted .  with  the  offices  of  rural  bbor:  he  proposed,  also* 
die  establishment  of  a  workshop,  that  they  might  become 
familiar  with  the  processes  of  mechanical  skill ;  and,  if  th^ 
rentleman  from  Ifassachusetts  will  pardon  me  for  mention- 
mg  the  fact,  he  even  recommended  the  exercises  of  the 
Carkpui  Martiut.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of  our  Virginia 
Bill  of  Rights^  which  declares  that  '*a  well  reguUted  mi- 
litia, composed  of  the  whole  body  of  our  People,  trained 
to  arms,  is  the  proper  defence  of  every  free  State,"  and 
recognising  the  paramount  obligation  of  everr  cKizen  to 
devote  hb  person  and  life  to  the  defence  of  his  country, 
he  proposed  to  introduce  the  performance  of  military  ex- 
ercises, as  a  part  of  the  amusements  of  the  University, 
that  the  accomplishments  of  the  soldier  might  be  supers 
added  to  the  attainments  of  the  schoUr,  and  this  he  did 
without  the  slightest  apprehension  of  fostering  a  miKury 
spirit,  or  producing  a  race  of  **  Military  ChlefUins,"  who 
were  to  be  the  future  destroyers  of  the  liberties  of  their 
country. 

.  It  would  seem,  Mr.  Speaker,  fH»m  what  has  been  said 
bv  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  in  the  course  ef  this 
discussion,  that  they  expected)  by  the  fascinations  of  their 
eloquence,  to  chest  us  of  the  evidence  of  our  senses.  They 
have  exhibited  such  delightful  pictures  of  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  country,  and  of  the  wisdom  and  benefi* 
cence  of  our  rulers,  that  one  would  think  we  were  In  the 
midst  of  a  political  mtllenium  i  and  when  notes  of  diseon* 
tent  break  upon  the  ear,  we  turn,  with  astonishment,  to 
see  fh>m  what  hidden  and  malignant  source  the  unwelcome 
sound  proceeds,  least  of  all  supposing  that  it  can  be  the 
voice  of  the  people.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Sbbobavt]  consummated  the  climax  of  poetry  and 
praise,  by  telling  ua,  that,  in  after  ages,  the  patriots  of 
the  land  will  look  back  to  these  times  ^th  mixed  ad- 
miration and  regret,  ais  the  pure  and  happy  days  of  t4ie 
Republic  ! 

Upon  what  principle  the  gentleman  fVom  Pennsylvania 
can  represent  those  as  the  pure  and  happy  cUys  of  a  Re- 
public, in  which,  for  the  firat  time,  the  great  body  of  the 
People  have  become  divided  from  the  Government,  I  am 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  When,  before,  has  it  happen- 
ed, that  the  People  of  this  country,  during  the  existence 
of  an  Administration,  have  returned  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress  a  majority  opposed  to  that  Administration  } 
Even  the  elder  Mr.  Adams,  odiotis  as  his  Administration 
had  become,  retained  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  very  h»t.  Is  this  unprecedented  popu- 
lar discontent,  then,  without  any  cause  } 

Sir,  I  had  been  tanglit  to  believe,  that  the  contentment 
and  satisfaction  of  the  People  were  the  best  evidence  of 
a  wise  and  finithftil  administration  of  the  Government.  Perw 
mit  me  to  read  what  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  sagacious 
writen  that  ever  employed  his  pen  in  the  public  cause, 
( Junitis)  has  said  upon  this  subject :  «•  If,"  says  he,  <*  we 
see  the  People  obedient  to  the  tews,  prosperous  in  their 
industry,  united  at  home,  and  respected  abroad,  we  may 
reasonably  presume  that  their  affairs  are  conducted  by 
men  of  experience,  abilities,  and  virtue.  If,  on  the  contra* 
ry,  we  see  an  universal  spirit  of  distrust  and  dissstisfiiction, 
a  rapid  decay  of  trade,  dissensions  in  all  parts  of  tite  em- 
pire, and  a  total  loss  of  respect  in  the  ey^  of  foreign 
Powen,  we  may  pronounce,  without  hesiutlon,  that  the 
Government  of  that  country  is  weak,  distracted,  and  cor- 
rupt. The  People,  in  all  countries,  are  patient  to  a  certain 
point.  Ill  ussge  may  rouse  their  indignation,  and  hurry 
them  into  excesses  \  but  the  original  fault  is  in  Govern- 
ment.»* 

Now,  let  us  apply  this  test  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion. Are  the  People  prosperous  in  their  industry  ?  Let 
the  depressed  condition  of  agriculture  and  commerce, 
throtrghout  the  country,  and  the  loud  complaints  even  of 
the  favorite  child  of  the  Government,  maRufiwtiires,  give 
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tlM  answer.  Are  we  united  at  home  ?  The  notorioui 
ditcententft  oC  the  public  inind»  and  the  agiUitioM  and  con- 
teniiont  of  thia  hall,  fumiah  melancholy  proof  to  the  con- 
trary. Are  we  reapected  abroad  }  Let  the  preient  atate  of 
oiir  relaliona,  both  with  Europe  and  America,  the  abaolute 
lefiiail  of  the  moat  powemil  Government  of  the  Old 
World  to  nefotiate  with  ua  on  a  aubject  of  mutual  inter- 
cat«  and  the  Jealoua  eraaion  of  our  friendly  adrancea  by 
the  Confederated  Governments  of  the  new,  with  the  in* 
aults  and  outragea  of  one  ol  them,  (Brasil)  yet  unatoned 
for,  inform  ua. 

If  we  then  turn  to  the  reverse  of  the  picture,  do  we  not 
find  every  trait  of  it  almoat  literally  fiilfiUcd  in  our  present 
condition  }  U  there  not  an  univenal  apirit  of  distrust  and 
dissaliifiction,  a  rapid  decay  of  trade,  dissensions  in  all 
parta  of  the  empire,  and  an  almoat  total  loas  of  respect  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  Powers  }  As  to  the  causes  of  this  de- 
csy  of  trade,  and  the  loaa  of  respect  in  the  eyeaof  fbreifpi 
Powers,  I  will  onlv  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  just- 
ly chargeable  to  the  errors  or  blunders  uf  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. As  these  siibiects,  however,  have  been  much 
diacvawd  elaewhere,  and  are  neceasahly  involved  in  a 
great  deal  of  detail,  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  at  thia  moment,  with  a  development  of  my  viewa 
in  relation  to  them. 

But  it  may  be  inatructive  to  inouire,  whence  has  arisen 
the  universal  apirit  of  distrust  ana  dimtisfsction,  whence 
those  dissensions  in  all  parts  of  tlie  empire,  whicii  are  ad- 
mitted to  prevail  ?  It  is.  Sir,  because  the  People  believe 
that,  in  the  last  election  of  their  Chief  Magistrate,  the  vital 
principle  of  their  aovereignty  waa  assailed.  In  that  elec- 
tion, they  saw  the  |[reat  principle  of  representative  re- 
aponaibility  openly  vioUted  and  disregarded  i  and  that  vio- 
lation forthwith  patronixed  and  rewarded  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  with  the  first  place  in  his  cabinet,  and  subse- 
<|ttent1y,  by  bestowing  fitvors  upon  all  who,  in  contribu- 
tmg  to  his  elevation,  had  forfeited  tKe  confidence,  and  lost 
the  support  of  their  constituents.  The  People,  moreover, 
believe  that,  io  the  circumstances  of  that  election,  and 
the  cabinet  arrangements  which  succeeded  it,  taken  in 
connexion  with  a  certain  doctrine  of  <*  safe  precedents," 
then  for  the  first  time  avowed,  they  see,  if  not  an  express 
desi^,  an  inherent  and  inevitable  tendency  in  the  thing 
ttselt,  to  supersede  all  agency  of  the  public  will,  in  the 
choice  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate,  and  virtually  to 
tranafer  to  the  incumbent  the  right  of  nominating  his  sue- 


These,  Sir,  are  aome  of  the  causes  of  thst  spirit  of  dis- 
trust and  diflsatisfikction  which  now  universally  prevail.  But  ■ 
they  are  not  alL  The  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  hardly 
warm  in  his  pbice  before  he  proclatma,  fron>  the  seat  of 
authority,  doctrines  in  relation  to  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, incompatible  with  every  notion  of  a  limited  Con- 
stitution, and  which  threaten  the  rights  of  the  States,  and 
the  libertiea  of  the  People,  with  total  extirpation  ;  and  af- 
ter having  thus,  by  a  lawless  construction,  indefinitely  ex- 
tended the  powers  of  the  Government,  of  which  he  forms 
apart,  he  aeeks  to  appropriate  to  himself  the  largest  share 
or  the  spoil,  by  new  and  unprecedented  claims  of  Execu- 
tive prerogative.  In  the  true  spirit  of  arrogated  power,  we 
then  see  him,  in  a  time  of  pi  ofound  peace,  and  when  there 
waa  every  reason  to  expect  a  speedy  extinction  of  all 
grounds  of  controversy,heedIessly  threatening  a  sovereign 
member  of  the  Union  with  the  military  force  of  the  nation, 
of  which  he  is,  theoretically  at  least,  the  Commander  in 
Chief.  Here,  sir,  we  see  another  source  of  those  diasensions 
—of  that  spirit  of  distrust  and  dissatisfaction  which  now 
pervade  the  land. 

But,  Sir,  the  People  have  had  still  other  causes  of  dis- 
satisfiiction.  They  have  seen  the  expenditureis  of  the 
Government  rapidly  increased,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
revenue  haa  been  declining,  till  the  fact  has  occurred, 
which  the  Prettdent  himself,  however  disposed  to  palliate, 


ia  compelled  to  admit,  thattheexpenditniciflfiiiek 
yearliave  exceeded  its  income  bYninehuiidRdtikaDd 
dollara.  Th'ia  the  President  calls  s  "  tnall  ens'- 
which  itiay  give,  aome  idea  of  the  icsle  by  vlMfa  \iitp 
duatea  hianotiona  of  public  econoi^y.  Sir,&Pe(f)eiaai 
not  complain  of  this  excessof  expenditure,  if  the;  tkq{K 
it  had  been  bestowed  on  grestnationslobjcctiiConKttd 
with  the  aafotv  or  the  glcNry  of  the  countiy.  BBttkeJll^ 
lieve  that  much  of  it  haa  been  bestowed,  vitbflQtll7l!]^ 
quate  consideration  of  pubfic  service,  in  extniipM  ^ 
lowances  to  favorites,  and  rewards  to  parting  a  ciia^ 
ing  the  influence  to  the  Executive  through  new  adoa- 
IjT  modes  of  patronage,  and  with  a  view  toKctotihecA 
tinuance  in  office  oi  the  preheat  insuAbentSi 

Sir,  theae  are  aome  of  the  causes  of  that  ipint  of  &M 
and  disaatisftction  which  now  univciisl)yprenil,ndlEi 
show,  according  to  the  sagacious  reoiark  oftbenfer 
whom  I  have  quoted,  that  the  original  foiU  a  in  Gm» 
ment.  As  long  m  these  causes  of  distnut  ind  dbab^ 
tic^n  sliall  exist,  I  cannot  agree  with  the^ntieniRiM 
Pennsylvania,  that  theae  are  the  pure  and  inppf  dna 
the  Republic  !  Sir,  the  day  may  come  vben  \k  ^ 
period  simll  be  looked  back  to  as  a  proad  ind  spinii 
era — proud  and  splendid  for  liaving  witnesed  i  ao^ 
ful  triumph  over  the  will  of  the  Peoplr,and  ik  pif» 
p  lea  of  the  Const  itution.  But  when  that  dty  inirc^  ^^s 
Government  -will  be  a  Republic  no  longer.  .  . 
Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  have  been  under  the  urcesi^J  i 
making  theae  remarka.  But  they  have  been  extorted  Hr 
me  by  the  course  of  the  friends  of  the  AdauDetntiofiiiC^ 
debate.  Their  extravagant  eulogies  of  the  AdiaaHn^ 
—their  seductive  represenutions  of  the  \insffi^ 
condition  of  the  country,  in  regard  totheenj^' 
political  blessings,  and  i he  security  of  politicili^f| 
so  many  accusations  against  the  People  for  c**]^ 
content — for  ingratitude — for  injustice!  Ai  >*?*7 
live  of  the  People,  1  have  felt  royadf  called  uj**'^* 
fend  them  against  these  accusatbns,  and  to  ih>^^ 
their  discontents  have  originated  in  sometbis^'o^'^^ 
a  querulous  spirit  of  capricious  disloyal^.  . 

Mr.  BARTJLETT  obtained  the  floor,  and,ilw»P^ 
a  few  words,  moved  that  the  House  now  idjoun^ 

Mr.  CLAHK,  of  New  York  demanded ijeje»* 
Naya  on  this  question  5  and  they  were  ordcrw^ 
House. 

Mr.  BARTLETT.sairl,  tliat,  as  wmc  «e"tl«^^ 
peared  averse  to  a4jouming,  he  woidd  wittew*  » 
tion.  He  then  proceeded,  and  observed,  llw ^^ 
cipal  object  in  rising,  was  to  propose  an  ••w'j"*' 
rather,  to  suggest  one,  which  be  intended  io«fl«!^^ 
as  it  sliould  be  in  ordtfr  to  do  so.  Mr.  B.  lbe«»J, 
amendment  to  which  he  referred,  and  was  pw«««^" 
his  remarks,  when 
Mr.  SURGES  .moved  sn  s^joummcnt.  . 

On  this  quesUon  Mr.  HAILB  demanded  w^^ 
Nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Hou«i»*  j^ 
taken,  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  Yen  *^ 

Mr.  BARTLEtT  then  resarocd,  u^*^'^^^ 
tlemcn  whom  he  had  himself  beard  witli  f^J^ 
seemed  to  show  an  unwillingness  to  listen  ^^fJT^ 
of  others,  he  should  withdraw  his  intention  at  o^ 
the  House  one  moment  longer  from  t*k»ogtDeq^3ii' 

The  cries  (or  the  question  were  now  «^^^\^^ 
of  the  Home,  and  ilie  CHAIR  hiringputtW^"  ^^^ 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Habi"' 
amendment  of  Mr.  BiiAKS,  «Kftik(^ 

Mr.  DORSEY  demanded  that  the  q^wo"  f.^^ 
Yeas  and  Nays  5  and  they  were  oft*»«*  J^  "lapr » 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  said  he  did  not  »nt«;<^.^'l,;? 
attention  of  the  House  for  any  IcngUJ «  »™^  rf  t6< " 
craatinate,  by  extended  debate,  the  buanes^^ 
tion,  which  would  be  better  done,  by  rew" 
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patch,  than  by  promiBes  to  do  it  early  and  go  home, 
whilst  we  were,  at  the  same  time,  by  protracted  discus- 
sions, disappointing  the  reasonable  expectations  which 
we  thus  etcite  among  tlie  People.  In  the  early  part  of 
this  discussion,  he  had  said  to  the  House,  tliat  he  was  en- 
tirely willing  to  go  into  a  full  investigation  of  the  ez- 
penditurea  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  wished  the  investigation  to  be  of  the  most  full 
and  fair  kind,  which  mig^t,  at^the  same  time,  result  in 
the  correction  of  any  abuses  wliich  might  be  found  to  ex- 
ist, andalso  give  the  several  ofBcen  of  the  Government 
an  opportuni^  to  be  fully  heard  and  fairly  represented. 
No  member  delegated  to  this  House  could  object  to  this 
course.  It  was  our  duty  to  grant  supplies,  and  to  know 
how  those  supplies  had  been  expended,  whether  accord- 
ing to  bw,  or  not  {  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  ought  to 
guard  against  the  traduction  of  i\\e  characters  of  those  en- 
trusted with  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

The  amendment  now  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maiyhmd,  [Mr.  Domxt]  proposed  to  make  the  in- 
quiry retrospective,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  the  con- 
tingent expenditures  had  increased  or  diminbhed  dur- 
ing the  present  Administration,  when  compared  with 
those  of  former  ones.  To  this  course  he  saw  not  only  no 
unfairness,  bat  much  propriety  and  justice  :  for,  should 
the  investigation  show,  that  more  economy  had  been 
used  bv  the  present^  than  by  former  Admrnistrations, 
it  could  not  be  the  intention  of  even  their  adversaries  to 
deny  them  the  merit  of  having  effected  it  ^  if  so,  he  did 
not  envy  them  their  feelings.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia,  [Ifr.  Rivss]  to  whom  be  always  listened  with  at- 
tention, and  with  pleasure,  had  said,  as  had  also  another 
gentleman  from  the  same  SUte,  [Mr.  IUvbolph]  who,  on 
account  of  his  long  experience  in  ttatters  of  Government, 
was  entitled  to  some  conaiideration,-  that  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  had  increased,  were  increasmg,  and 
ought  to  be  diminished.  If  the  expenses  of  Govern, 
ment  hare,  within  the  period  of  the  present  Administra- 
tio"— increased  in  an  undue  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
population  in  the  country— the  increase  of  our  various 
plans  of  improvement,  which  have  been  put  into  execu- 
tions-then we  might,  indeed,  be  called  on  to  retrench, 
with  great  fcrce  and  propriety. 

We  sliould  recollect,  sir,  that  our  necessary  relations 
with  other  nations  havi  increased.  A  new  family  of  na- 
tions has  sx>rung  up  to  the  South  of  us,  who  are  certainly 
entitled  to  our  respectful  attentions,  to  say  the  least  of  i^ 
and  this  must  cause  us  some  increase  of  expenditure.  Our 
Navy  «-as  formerly  small— we  had  but  a  very  inferior  ma- 
rine, which  is  now  grown  quite  respectable— the  contin- 
p^encies  must  therefore  liave  been  necessaril}'  increased  in 
this  Department.  Our  interoourse  with  the  Indians  had  al- 
io been  extended,  new  purohases  have  been  made,  treaties 
:oncluded«  in  which  some  of  the  States  felt  a  very  deep 
nterest,  removals  effected  and  (effecting,  of  whole  tribes, 
juch  operations  of  the  Government  could  not  be  carried 
jn  without  an  increase  of  expense  :  the  appropriations 
Mrere  made  by  this  House,  were  authorised  by  law,  and 
xrere  not,  thereforo,  to  be  charjted  ta  the  prodigality  of 
lie  Administration.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  consume 
he  time  of  the  House,  by  enumerating  the  great  increase 
n  the  extent,  utility,  and  importance,  of  all  our  national 
nstitutions.  He  would,  however,  notice  the  land  system, 
vliich  had  been  much  extended  since  its  institution,  had 
Yielded  yearly  to  the  Treasury  moneys  to  the  amount  of 
nore  than  a  million  of  dollars,  and  had  also  drawn  tnm 
he  Treasury  as  much,  and  more,  than  it  had  yielded  to 
t,  by  about  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  yet  the 
'ahie  of  the  land  system  to  the  People  of  this  nation, 
iridely  extended  as  they  were,  was  not  to  be  estimated 
»y  a  close  account  of  dollars  and  centa,but  by  theexten- 
ire  benefits  which  have  been  conferred  upon  the  rapid- 


ly increasing  population  of  this  nation.  It  was  not  giving 
to  the  People  just  notionx  of  the  operations  of  our  Go- 
vernment, to  say  that  no  increase  of  expense  was  iustifi- 
able.  It  would  be  as  rational  to  tell  the  fanner  that  he 
should  continue  his  limited  accommodations,  in  the  same 
style,  after  he  had  grown  wealthy,and  make  no  improve- 
ments in  his  mode  of  culture,  because  he  might  incur  an 
increase  of  expense.  Economy  is  relative^  and  consbta 
in  the  adjustment  of  means  to  ends— disbursements  to  re- 
ceipts. If  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  have  only 
increased  in  a  just  proportion  to  the  increased  meant  of 
the  countiy,  and  have  been  expended  for  the  ends  to 
which  they  were  by  law  destined,  then  the  Administra- 
tion is  blameless.  Yes,  sir,  if  we  have  disproportioned  ^ 
our  appropriations  to  tlie  wants  of  the  country^  or  the 
means  of  the  Treasuiy,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. If  extravagance  has  been  introduced  into  this 
Government,  let  us  know  under  whose  Administration  it 
commenced — ^let  us  give  those  who  now  administer  the 
Government  an  opportunity  to  be  compared  with  their 
predecessors,  and,  if  entitled  to  approbation,  let  them  re- 
ceive it.  If  this  amendment  shau  be  adopted*  Mr.  W. 
sud,  his  vote  would  be  given  for  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed ;  if  not,  at  the  proper  jita^e  of  the  proceeding,  ha 
should  move  to  amend  toe  original  resolutions^  so  that  the 
expenditures  in-  the  Departments  might  he  brought  un- 
der examination  from  a  period  commencing  earlier  than 
the  year  1824. 

Mr.  STRONG  inquired,  whether,  should  the  amend- 
ment be  adopted,  it  would  be  in  order  to  am^nd  it 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  STRONG  then  aaid,  that  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Haxxltov,  if  that  part  of  it  which  de- 
signated the  committee  to  which  it  should  be  referred, 
were  left  in  blank.  As  the  amendment  now  stood,  he 
must  vote  against  it,  because  he  did  not  wish  this  inquiry 
to  go  to  a  Select  Committee,  but  tQ  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  reminded  his  colleague  that  Mr.  Blaxb's 
amendment  referred  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  ef 
Ways  and  Meana. 

Mr.  STRONG  replied,  he  was  aware  of  this^  but  he 
preferred  Mr.  Haxiltoit's  amendment  to  that  of  Mr* 
Blakx,  in  every  other  respect  but  this.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  would  put  this  in  blank,  he 
would  vote  for  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  not  signi^ing  assent,  the  quettion 
was  put  on  the  amendment  of  BIr.  Huuxmir  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr  Blaks,  and  adopted,  by  Yeaa  and 
Naya,  113  to  74. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  he  had  risen  to  expreai  hi*  ntia- 
faction  with  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fhmi  South 
Carolina,  and,  good  natured  as  it  might  seem  In  the  egret 
of  some  gentlemen  upon  that  floor,  to  ngnify  his  acoent- 
ance  of  that  amendment  as  a  modification  of  his  retolur 
lion. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  Mr.  Ce»Toir  that  this  could  not 
be  done. 

The  original  resolution  was  now  read,  as  amended, 
when 

Mr.  DORSEY  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Haxiltoh's  amend- 
ment, by  inserting,  af^er  th<  words  **  secrot  service  mo- 
ney," the  words,  "from  the  1st  Juljr,  1790.'* 

Mr.  DORSEY  iaid,  that  his  only  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  IUmiltov  was,  that  it  confined  the  inquiry 
with  regard  to  the  secret  service  money,  to  the  pretent 
Administration!  whereas  it  ought  to  go  back  to  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  Government,  tliat  a  comparative  estimate 
m^ht  be  made  of  the  amount  of  this  fund  under  the  dif« 
ferent  Administrations  of  the  Government  Justice  de- 
manded that  the  committee  should  be  mstrueted  to  what 
point  they  were  to  extend  theur  inquiiy. 
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Mr.  HAMILTON  replied  thtt  he  hmd  stitecl,  in  his 
ftfnendment,  no.pftnicular  time,  beeauae  he  did  not  wish 
to  embarrtM  the  committee.  He  had  purposely  left  this 
open,  that  the  committee  might  accumulate  all  the  infor- 
mation they  could,  consistently  with  renderings  their  re- 
port at  the  present  session.  If  the  Houw  should  order 
them  to  prosecQte  their  inquity  to  a  particular  fpven 
point  of  time/*  and  it  should  turn  out  that  they  were  not 
able  to  reach  that  point  in  time  to  report  duriofif  the  pre- 
sent session,  what  could  the  committee  do  ?  Must  they 
make  a  partial  report— an  incomplete  one  ^  Then  theV 
would  be  subject  to  bhune  for  not  tiavini^  performed  all 
tiieir  duty. 

Mr.  DORSET  Mud,  that,  if  the  amendment  he  proposed 
embraced  a  g«nerat  and  extensive  range  of  incruines,  the 
argument  of  tlic  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  might 
apply.  But  his  amendment  only  asked  that  the  commit- 
tee should  inquire  into  the  different  amownta  of  one  par- 
ticular fund,  under  the  successive  Administnttions,  fi  om 
the  vcar  1790.  CouW  this  present  such  a  verv  great  dif- 
fl«uity  ^  He  appealed  to  the  gentleman's  oindor  for  a 
reply. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  answered,  that  if.  in  all  the  expendi- 
tures, the  kw  had  been  fiiMUIed,  1t  couW  be  no  matter 
where  the  inqoity  should  stop.  But  if  the  law  had  been 
violated,  the  gentleman  from  Bfaryland  must  himself 
acknowledge^  that  precedent  would  not  justify  its  viola- 
tion. 

Mr.  SURGES  sattl,  it  appeared  to  him  very  singular 
that,  when  the  House  was  m<{airing  as  to  the  amount  of 
a  fimd,  the  expenditure  of  which  was  placed,  by  law,  un- 
der  the  sound  discretion  of  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States,  gentlemen  should  object  to  turning  back  their 
eyea  to  the  history  of  the  preceding  Administrations. 
He   readily  agreed  that  one  violation  of  law  could  ne> 
teit  justify  another.     But  the  inquiry  related  to  a  mat- 
ter where  there  was  no  law — where  the  law  had  express- 
ly  refused  to  interfere,  and  had  itself  committed  the  ex- 
f  anditure  of  the  fund  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
He,  for  one,  wanted  to  see  if  the  Execwtrve  was  not  as 
discreet  now,  with  rektion  to  this  expenditure,  as  it  had 
been  in  former  dajra.    The  gentleman  from  Soutii  Caroli- 
«a  was  apprehensive  that  there  would  not  be  time  for  this 
inauiiy.     But»  the  fund  was  disbuned  in  two  parcels 
only,  and  there  were  now»  perhaps,  twenty  accounts  to 
be  looked  at  He  would  venture  to  say  that  there  was  not 
a  gentleman  in  the  House  whocoukl  not  make  the  miiole 
examination  in  three  days.     All  that  was  asked  for  was 
merely  a  few  copies  from  the  Treasury  books  :    for  be 
had  not  understood  that  this  committee  were  to  have 
power  to  send  for  persona  and  papers.    They    were  not 
to  sit  as  a  body  inquisitorial,  and  bring  before  them  every 
President  now  alive.    The  President,  when  be  had  ex- 
pended this  sum^gave  his  certiiicate  that  he  had  done  so. 
This  waa  all  the-iaw  required,  and  were  this  committee 
to  put  three  Presidents  of  the  United  States  under  inter- 
yogatories,  and  demand  of  them  why  did  you  pay  this 
item  f  and  why  did  you  pay  that  >     He  hardly  believed 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  House,  that  the  Committee 
should  do  that  j  and  unless  they  went  into  such  an  inqui- 
ry,  all  that  they  wanted  was  already  <m  paper,  and  could 
readily  be  obtained.     He  wiflhed  to  know  why  gentlemen 
had  gone  into  an  inquiry  of  this  invidious  character  ?    But 
if  they  must  inquire  about  this  discretionary  fund,  was  it 
not  prope",  wouk)  it  not  be  becoming  and  dignified,  to 
compare  th^  prudence  and  good  judgment  of  one  Presi- 
dent, with  that  of  another  ?    Coukl  gentlemen,  by  refu- 
sing this,  wish  to  give  to  their  inquiiy  the  character  of  a 
mere  electioneering  project  f    Could  it  be  their  object 
to  fix  suspicion  on  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States^    If  not,  why  must  the  Committee  be  forbidden 
to  travel  beyond  the  limits  of  the  present  or  the  past  Ad- 
ministration ?    Let  them  go  back  to  the  beginmng,  and 


then  let  the  People  judge  how  pradent  lhe]iratiAi 
ministration  has  been,  when  compiled  with  tbox^ 
have  preceded  it. 

Mr.  BATES;  of  Missburi,  said  that  he  did Mt lis ' 
discuss  the  general  question,  bat  to  make  iw^ 
to  the  gentleman  irom  South  CaroliBa,  [Mr.  Utmw', 
That  gentleman  had  specified  no  time  whitem,  st^ 
which  the  committee  were  to  make  this  inquiry ;  wi» 
a  reason  for  this  omisson,  had  ezpreflMdbisfar,tliil, 
if  any  point  were  designated,  the  eommitttt  ni^t « 
have  time  to  reach  it.  But,  if  no  point  roipetifi 
peradventure,  the  committee  might  betin  H  tte  ete 
end,  ami  so  we  may  have  the  detail  of  klf  i  dowTOV 
but  not  coming  down  far  enough  to  touch  tbeqw^^ 
I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.  w'lib  the  House  to  probe  ihat^ 
ter  to  the  core.  Let  us  do  evcrv  thingthat  cm^^ 
justice  and  truth  ^  let  us  inquire  minutely  and  titaverr 
and  then  we  shall  be  prepared  to  njr  whether  ^ri 
acquit  or  condemn.  According  to  the  ?iev  ^^P^ 
man  from  South  Oirolina  himself,  the  eommirtef »!» 
possibly  not  be  able  to  do  all  thstcouMbe  visbcdiKJ 
you  leave  them  to  begin  wherever  they  pleiie,C«Tii' 
shed  all  the>  Kglit  upon  one  spot,  and  thit  wodd  "^' 
RKtke  darkness  visible." 

Mr.  BPDUFFiE  said  he  had  risen  toM||tsttoU!(|» 
tkmanfirom  Maryland  {Mr.  DoasEz]asK)diki»«c<** 
motion,  which  he  thought  would  morecfFectBilly«K* 
plish  the  object  be  had  in  view.  If,  nid  Mr.  r&  ^ 
inquiry  is  to  assume  the  aspect  of  heingiBiendtdtt^^ 
plicate  the  Administration,  I,  for  oBC.»hosHbcTtffP 
ry  to  withhoU  ht)ln  them  whatever  fciruea  tfd,^ 
may  require.  I  am  in  favor  of  giring  the  inqS'?  J 
cient  bititude  to  let  a  cum|>arison  be  (^^n*!^ 
not  enough  to  smother  the  inquiry  altogrtbft  ^ 
gentWman  wouki  extend  it  back,  so  u  to  ic^* 
Administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  he  wwW  ^^ 
But  he  thought  tJier«  was  no  propriety  in  a^ 
the  comparison  the  Administration  of  Mr.  NvSse^^; 
ring  a  part  of  whicl^  the  country  had  been  it**-^ 
wbe»  there  was  a  particular  use  forthiiSuMi.  "ib^ 
parison,  in  order  to  be  fair,  ought  to  be  bdwctn**- 
isirationa  analogoualy  situated.  .  4. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  it  wouW  not  req««  J . 
houi-s*  labor  of  a  clerk  to  give  all  the  rewhs  wj^ 
by  the  amendment  of  the  geivllenian  fron»  »•*?*. 
The  time  to  be  con«umed»  therefore,  could  f«^^_^ 
jection.  As  to  the  difftrrent  aituatiou  of  an  h^'^^ 
tion  when  tlic  country  was  at  war,  and  in  P<*^  j^, 
was  sufficient  i>itelligence  in  the  Anwriew  rrg^ 
make  the  necessary  allowances  on  this  "^^  "fj 
formation  now  sought  had  never  yet  been  cobs* 
in  any  report  tliat  he  knew  of.  ^9 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  demanding  thstlbej^pi 
Mr.  DoascT's  amcwlment  should  be  tok«>  ^J^^ 
nays,  and  it  was  so  ordered  by  the  Uous(>      *" 
tion  being  now  about  to  be  put—  .^ 

Mr.  INGHAM  said,  that,  u  llie  yeas  «>dj;^, 
been  ordered,  he  wished  to  give  tlie  reasons  •b'^j^ 
govern  his  vote.  He  thought  it  important  ll»i  »*  .^ 
should  establisli  the  principle  that  it  migbt  »'/Tq> 
look  into  the  conduct  of  the  Admlnistratjon  «  ^ 
vemment,  witluNit  being  always  compelled  ttg» 
its  origin.  Suppose  the  Government  *'?.^^ 
years  old,  and  a  future  Admliii8tratiottsh<wl°  J^j^- 
with  abuse,  must  our  posterity  be  obliged  <^^^^ 
the  beginning  of  tike  Government,  to  **,*J^5*." 
sanction  it  ?  There  could  be  no  ^^^''^'^g^^iP 
with  this  inquiry,  unless  it  was  to  seek  »f  f^^^' 
Sir,  said  Mr.  I.  we  have  been  invUed  to  *»*  "JliJ  • 
have  been  challenged,  dared,  taunted,  f*»/^:<« 
the  inqu5r>-.  But  now,  when  the  resdution i^m^' 
passed,  Uie  scene  changes,  and  the  gentlenxR  *  ^ 
lengcd  us  are  not  willing  to  go  into  the  wq""?' 
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they  cttn  ftnd  •ome  mantle  from  the  imtt  with  which  to 
oover  the  nakedncm  off  tliit  Adroini»tmtion.    Sir*  ia  this 
like  the  tone  which  they  have  bekl  for  the  hat  week  or 
t  w^o  }     They  t6ld  ua  to  prohe  tbia  matter  to  the  bottom « 
to   conceal  nothing  \  to  puhliah  our  diaooreriea  to  the 
"wrorld.      But  what  are  we  told  now  ?    You  rouat  not 
inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  secret  service  iund» 
unlees  voa  go  back  and  get  something  to  cover  the  con- 
duct of  the  Administration.    8ir»  I  have  no  objections  to 
the  amendment,  but  they  surely  are  the  last  gentlemen 
who  ought  to  have  made  such  a  proposition*    Their  bold 
and  manly  tone  Is  strangely  change<]^  when  we  touch  the 
continipent  fund.    Then  w^  behold  a  fluttering— yes,  »r» 
a  at  range*   unaccountable  fluttering.     We  most  be  aent 
back  to  the  days  of  Waahing[ton.     But  what  haa  such  an 
inquiry  to  do  with  this  Administration  ?    Were  we  not 
invited  >     Were  we  not  pressed  ?    Were   we  not  uiged 
to  this  inquiiy  ?    Why  do  gentlemen  now  back  out,  and 
change  their  ground  f 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  when  he  had  bat  Uken  his 
seat,  he  waa  happy  in  believing  that  the  question  waa  at 
laat  about  to  be  put.     But,  air,  what  do  we  witness  now  ? 
Instead  of  taking  the  queation,  the  discussion  is  protract 
ed  by  those  who  have  had  the  House  to  themselves  for 
the  laat  two  days.    Now,  the  gentb^man  tayt,  we  back 
out— we  change  our  ground.     Sir,  aince  such  language 
ia  held,  I  will  no  longer  observe  the  courtesy  I  had  intend- 
ed, ^f  withdrawing  the  remarks  I  had  contemplated. 
Sir.  what  is  the  proposition  before  you  f    Is  it  to  shrink 
from  investigation  ?    I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman's 
language,  ifthis  is  shrinking*     Is  it  shrinking  from  inqui- 
ry to  extend  inquity  ?    In  order  to  judge,  we  must  have 
the  means  of  comparison.    Thi^  amendment  will  give  us 
those  meana.     Sir,  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  have  been  of  such  a  charac- 
I     ter  as  induces  me.  reluctant  as  I  might  be,  at  this  late 
hour,  to  intrude  myself  upon  the  House,  to  recur  to  the. 
.     remarks  which  it  had  been  my  intention  to  aubroit. 
'         Mr.  B.  liaving  proceeded  thus  fiu*,  the   House    ad- 
journed. 

WfiszrxsOAT,  FasavAaT  6,  1638. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution for  retrenchment,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hawiltoit  «  when 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  that,  m  the  early  stare  of  the 
debate,  he  had  attempted  to  address  the  Chair,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  In  the  diacussion,  but  to  invoke 
the  House  to'abatain  from  it.     An  appeal,  the  sentiments 
of  which  he  most  cordially  approved,  had  been  made— he 
wss  Sony  to  say,  in  vun  tiad  been  made— by  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Louisiana,  [Messrs. 
McDvrrra,  Bbli«  and  Litinsstov.I    Since  the  debate 
had  assumed  a  character  soeaewhat  difi^erent  from  that  with 
which  it  commenced,  I  have  [said  Mr.  B.]  given  some 
attention  to  the  statements  made  by  gentlemen  in  their 
arguments  to  this  House.     After  the  able  and  imposin|f 
speeches  of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virgi- 
nia, [Mr.  BvcBAKAir  and  Mr.  Rivaa]  to  whom  the  House 
listened  so  attentively,  through  the  last  two  daya,  I  was 
ilisposed,  aliould  the  discussion  be  continued,  to  submit 
some  observationa  in  reply.     To  ascertain  the  feelmg  of 
the  House,  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  which,  on 
seeing  a  disposition  manifested  to  take  the  question,  I 
most  cheerfully  withdrew.     Untenable  aa  I  believed  the 
positions  attempted  to  be  sustained  by  those  gentlemen, 
1  chuM  to  forego  any  reply  I  might  make,  rather  tlian 
contribute,  by  possibility,  to  the  extension  of  the  discus- 
sion Jlo  another  day.    When  the  motion  to  adjourn  waa 
renewed  by  another  gentleman,  I  voted  againat  it,  upon 
the  conviction  tliat  I  could,  in  no  way,  do  ao  acceptable 
i  serrice,  aa  to  bring  to  an  end,  a  debate,  of  whicn  we, 


aa  well  as  the  whole  country,  are  sick  and  tired.  I  yield- 
ed the  floor  for  the  sake  eif  the  question,  and  the  quea- 
tion only.  After  much  further  debate,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IiroRAxl  roae,  and  with 
much  ardor  of  manner,  charged  the  fKenda  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  having  urged  them  on  to  investigation, 
taunted,  provoked  them  to  it,  and  of  then  *'  backing 
out'*  from  the  inquiry.  This  chsrgre  I  could  only  under- 
stand in  reference  to  the  fact,  that  I  had  withdrawn  my- 
self from  the  debate.  I  could  no  longer,  by  my  silence, 
assent  to  an  imputation  so  unjust. 

[Mr.  INGHAM  rose  to  ezpUin— and  said,  in  his  re- 
mark, he  did  not  allude  to  Mr.  B*s  having  refVained  from 
speaking— it  waa  not  intended  to  apply  to  him.] 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  I  may  have  been  led  to  nmke  aoeh 
application,  from  not  seeing  any  other  cauae  for  the  re- 
mark. There  surely  waa  nothing  of  backing  out  in  the 
amendment  then  before  the  House,  which  proposed  a 
more  extensive  and  thorough  inquiry,  and  even  eompari^ 
son  with  a  former  Admlnistrstion.  But  for  this,  I  should 
not  have  felt  compelled  to  intrude  myself  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House— shottld  not,  as  T  now  do,  suffer,  both 
on  my  own  account,  and  that  of  the  House,  most  painful 
regrets  for  such  necesrity.  However  reluctantly  I  come 
to  this  duty,  it  shall  not  be  mingled  with  an^  thing  of 
a  personal' character,  or  of  unkindness  of  feeling. 

So  long  have  we  been  listening  to  the  topics  of  this  de- 
bate, and  so  wide  a  ranffe  has  been  taken,  that  ita  origin 
ia  already  disputed.  The  resolution  itself  has  been  sub- 
jected to  so  many  mutations,  that  its  identity  may  well  be 
questioned  :  it  now  retains  scarce  a  single  feature  origi- 
nally given  it  by  its  putative  fiither.  Of  the  original  re- 
aoltttion,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  it  affirmed  aa  hei, 
that  abuses  existed  ;  reform  was  necessary,  and  could  be 
effected  only  by  certain  process,  &c.  ;  that  these  posi- 
tions were  stistafned  by  the  friends  of  the  mover,  with 
other  allegations  and  specifications  of  charges  of  mal-ad- 
ministration  of  the  Goi'emment.  We  have  been  told, 
sir,  that  the  President  has  been  guilty  of  illegally  pocket- 
ing  public  money,  before  his  election  to  office  {  that  he 
has  come  to  the  office  by  corruption,  and  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution.  He  has  been  compared  to  the  mid- 
night robber  in  our  dwelling  house  $  baa  been  charged 
with  abuse  of  his  official  power,  and  prostrating  the  in- 
tereat  of  the  cotintry.  And  yet  we  are  asked,  why  so 
sensitive  >  Why  do  gentlemen  suppose  the  Administra- 
tion is  attacked  f  They  'do,  indeed,  cast  around  them 
firebrands,  and  arrows,  and  death,  and  say,  are  we  not  in 
sport  ?  Sir,  when  we  look  back  upon  this  discussion,  on 
the  one  hand  we  have  heard  charges  alleged,  insinua- 
tions and  imputations  attempted  to  be  fixed  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  i  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  retaliation  has  b^en  resorted  to— no  syllable  has 
been  uttered  against  him  for  whose  supposed  benefit  such 
resort  to  accoaaiion  is  had.  Let  not  the  friends  of  that 
individual  mistake  the  cause  of  this  abstinence  fh>m  re- 
crimination and  attack.  Are  there  no  facts  to  sustain 
auch  a  course  f  And  if  none,  could  we  not  find  a  justifi« 
cation  in  the  example  of  our  opponents,  to  call  the  whis- 
pers of  calumny,  newspaper  reports,  or  even  the  fictions 
of  hincy,  to  the  reinforcements  of  such  warfiire  f  But  I 
will  not  be  provoked  to  a  course,  in  my  judgment,  so 
unbecoming  my  character  and  that  of  my  country. 

This  subject  hss  been  treated  as  one  of  individual  con* 
cem— aa  intended  only  to  accuse,  or  excuse,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Executive  of  the  United  States.  I  come  to  it 
for  higher  purposes.  I  am  for  such  resolution  as  shall  se- 
cure the  most  thorough,  uncompromising  investigations- 
tile  most  unspsring  refcirm  t  ano  I  say,  what  it  would  give 
me  pleasure  to  say  were  I  friendly  or  adverse,  that,  in 
my  belief,  a  rigid  acrutiny  will  furnish  them  a  most  tri- 
umphant vindication  of  eveiy  charge  upon  their  official 
conduct.    I  thank  God  that,  in  my  bosom,  the  heat  of 
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patty  has  not  yet  eonwiBed  that  better,  hi|^her  regard  for 
my  country.  Personal  paitialitiea  and  prejudioea  are  the 
lot  of  humanity  ;  but  I  cannot  forget  that,  here,  I  am  to 
act  for  the  whole  People*  I  come  to  my  duties  here  un* 
der  the  influence  of  considerations  connected  with  the 
place  in  which  we  atand— the  age  m  which  we  live  $  its 
boasted  progress  of  mind  and  improvement—the  memo- 
ry of  the  past— the  oourM  and  character  of  those  sages 
to  whom  we  owe  our  institutions— tl>e  contemplation  of 
the  future— the  judgment  that  shall  be  pronounced  upon 
us,  or  the  consequence  we  may  bring  upon  postmlv  : 
for,  unimportant  as  we  individually  may  be,  we  are  the 
trustees  w  the  interests  of  future  generationa. 

There  is  a  magic  in  the  word  retrenchment-^ecooomy. 
But  what  is  the  wealth  of  this  nation  ?  Is  it  the  amount 
of  shining!  and  pence  in  your  Treasury  f  The  extent  of 
your  domain  }  What  has  turned  the  eyea  of  the  world 
upon  this  country  >  What  has  made  the  American  name 
the  proudest  title  of  distinction  in  the  civilized  worid  ? 
It  is  the  character  of  our  cnuntiy.  Was  this  bought  with 
gold  ?  And  when  degraded,  debased,  destroyed,  can 
gold  restore  it  ?  It  is  a  treasure  acquired  by  the  services 
and  sacrificea  of  patriots  and  sages,  and  sufferings  and 
blood  of  martyrs.  The  character  of  our  eminent  men, 
in  or  out  of  omee,  is  the  propertv  of  our  country  ;  in 
which,  sir,  you  and  I,  and  all  of  u^  have  an  interest  The 
Genius  of  America,  when  called  upon  for  her  treasures, 
points  to  her  distinguished  sons.  Mid  exclaims,  **  These, 
these  are  my  jewels."  And  yet,  sir,  in  this  discussion, 
what  have  we  been  doinr  ?  Have  we  not  been  strug- 
gling to  pluck  from  the  diadem  of  our  countiy's  glory, 
and  deface  and  tread  into  the  dirt,  those  g^ma,  which 
ages  to  come  may  not  restore  >  Have  we  not  been  say- 
ing to  the  world  that  those  individuals,  whose  patriotism, 
and  talents,  and  public  services,  have'  been  our  pride  and 
boast,  are  unprincipled  traitors  ?  Have  we  not  said  to 
the  patriots  in  distant  nations,  struggling  sgainst  op- 
pression, and  encouraging  tlie  fiiends  of  liberty.  Look 
no  longer  to  us  fur  ezampTe— patriotism  is  but  a  name— 
public  service  is  proof  only  of  selfishness — and  our  institu- 
tions, in  the  newness  of  spring,  are  already  rotten  to  the 
very  foundations  ?  Wliat  would  be  our  judgment  upon 
him  who  should  wantonly  demolish  this  splendid  edifice } 
And  yet  it  might  be  restored.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Fi.oTn]  has  said,  the  Government  may  have 
foreign  hirelines,  English  or  German,  employed  to  utter 
calumnies  against  our  great  and  good  men.  The  Go- 
vernment will  never  do  it,  and  I  pray  Heaven  that  such 
employment  may  not  be  thought  a  fit  service  in  which 
to  earn  our  per  diem.  Let  us  not  cast  the  firebrand  of 
destruction  here  -into  tlie  temple  of  our  liberties,  to  ac- 
quire the  infamous  immortality  of  its  incendiaries. 

It  is  not  from  investigation  that  1  would  seek  to  protect 
any  one,  but  from  that  indiscriminate  denunciation  which 
is  uttered  without  proof  i  that  sentence  which  precedes 
inquiry.  In  the  contest  now  before  the  counUy-^who 
shall  be  elected  to  preside  over  it-^Iet  us  not  set  the  ex- 
ample of  degrading  it,  till  such  office  shall  no  longer  be 
worth  the  ambition  of  an  honest  man.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ducvahas]  has  appealed  to  tlie 
House  upon  the  enormity  of  sentiment  which  he  imputes 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Sbbokavt] 
who  preceded  him,  "  that  inquiry  would  injure  the  Go- 
vernment.*' I  beg  leave  to  say,  1  heitrd  no  such  senti- 
ment advanced  by  that  gentleman,  and  therefore  his  com- 
ment was  uncalled  for.  The  gentleman  did  say,  he  should 
not  have  proposed  the  resolution,  'from  an  opinion  that 
it  was  not  needed,  and  could,  therefore,  produce  no 
good  i  and  unavailing  and  unnecessary  moVenuints  of 
this  sort,  were  of  evil  tendencv  f  but,  since  it  was  mov- 
ed, he  should  vote  for  its  adoption.  He  advaiwed  no 
doctrine  of  secrecy  and  mystery,  against  which  the  gen- 
tleman spoke  with  so  much  earnestness.    By  gentlemen 


on  the  other  side  have  the  objections  been  inpiiiwt 
pursuing  thi»  measure,  now  before  us,  loaoeni. 
It  is,  say  they,  not  the  proper  thne.  If  ilnsei<a, 
the  first  moment  of  their  discovery  is  the  tne  tiae  Si 
about  their  reform.  But  we  are  told  the  Pnsidat  a 
Heads  of  Departments  might  not  choose  tha  veMi 
make  inquiry.  That  they  «' hold  the  keyy-'tSaii 
the  gate  of  the  forcresa.''  And  have  wenotiiiecdik 
power  f  Have  this  House  recendy  saxHcd  ^  psit:  ] 
of  sending  and  bringing  dtixens  from  their  bans,  ai 
fiunilies,  at  the  eztremea  of  the  Uoioa  ?  Hmlkr  » 
sorted  the  right  to  open  their  desks— tbdrptinlftegb, 
and  to  lay  them  before  the  worid  {  aad  bneieui^ 
er  to  enter  and  examine  our  own  offiees-tiKdoi'' 
Bents  of  our  own  creation  }  If  this  Hone  nd  tittle 
cutive  differ  in  opinion  on  other  subjeeti/itaifaKc 
an  investigation,  that  will  in  no  point  be  renittd  ftr» 
voritism.  What  are  the  People  to  be  toU.  bjndiifr 
solution,  and  a  refuaal  to  pursue  it  ?  Thstcamefoi^ 
esisUf  but  that  other  means  thaiithediichiigtif:« 
dutiea  here  must  be  resorted  to  fiDr.a  nntdj.  k:*^ 
t'lon  to  the  Executive,  1  believe  such  thn  snt  pad 
less  ;  but  that,  whatever  evil  snay  exist,  ve  taic  iifk 
power  to  correct  it.  1  will  not  deny  thttiboRf  etf' 
reUtion  to  tlus  House,  to  which  1  sfasU  preseKi^  te^ 
advert,  and  which  we  nay  remedy. 

Public  opinion  has  been  prepared  for  tbeehnfRXi* 
alleged  agMnst  the  present  ExecutWe,  by  iepattt)*.' 
aristocratic  feelings  and  habits  to  the  PraideAt,  fs 
his  purely  repubfican,  unostentatious  osiinen  ver 
verbial,  even  to  a  degree  to  excite  sn  iraieilRsv 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolim [NrHi^ 
for  his  want  of  those  aira  ami  grsce%  which  be  ttBS> 
not  secure  for  us  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  F(^.^  ^ 
vice  for  his  country  have  ^own  other  qoabtift^tA* 
ornamental,  to  be  quite  as  usefol.  . 

Af^er,  it  would  seem,  that  tlie  whole  weAft^^ 
harsh  epithets  had  been  exhausted  upon tfetiF>«;^ 
minister  the  Government,  the  gentleiMBfi«BSoifli> 
rolina  [Mr.  Hamiltoiv]  says,  he  will  ooC  hare  the 'r 
gioiis  folly"  to  bring  charges  sgainst  then,  w " 
move  nothing.  The  chargea  have  been  '■*;*i 
justice  of  the  gentleman's  charscler  of  then  I  «* 
controvert.  But  he  has  not  >at  all  timet  ^"^^^ 
fear  of  extra-legisktive  movements— in  thef^rj^ 
the  8th  of  January,  and  that  now  upon  our  onJes.?* 
tive  to  the  Sedition  L*w.  .- 

Before  adverting  to  the  specific  abosei  t^ 
directly  against  the  Preajdent,  !*»>*  ***f^Ju 
notice  upon  the  general  view  presented  ^J  "l^^j 
man  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivss]  who,  "w*?^ 
the  number  who  voted  to  put  Uiis  resokitM«  » 
seems  now  to  fiivor  an  tnquiiy.  ^'^ 

There  surely  can  be  do  disposition  to  «**"^ 
truism  slated  by  the  gentleman— the  (fe^^JT,- 
of  all  things  to  decay.  The  energies  of  "l^^^; 
be  lost  in  tlie  imbecility  of  age  t  na^<«f  ^  °^f 
dissolution « these  marble  cdumnssround  us,  pr^ 
the  hand  of  Time,  will  crumble  into  duU  i  ^^^^ 
globe  which  we  inhabit,  perish.  But  sre  *«  ^ 
that  the  vigor  of  youth  is  itself  the  P«**^A]}.4« 
tiiat  we  already  feel  this  edifice  totteriortoniP^^ 
we,  even  now,  hear  the  trump  of  ****  *fC«t^f* 
announce  the  dissolution  of  nature  ?  B«'t  "^  J*j 
tleman,  it  is  twenty-Eve  or  twentr*? J°J  j(  * 
there  has  been  any  reiaria  in  the  *^'JJ?»  irtipaf^ 
Departments  of  Government  ^P^.'^TdBieb''* 
provision  in  our  Constitution  *houW  «t  ^  ^  i 
siglit  of,  and  it  furnishes  an  answer  to  m^^. 
charges  of  abttae  by  the  Bxecolive  in  ^^^^^^ 
the  public  tieasiire,  and  shouW  ^^\^TjZvt^' 
who  apprehend  we  may  be  plundered  "V  .  ku^^ 
or  Hciids  of  Departments.  .  It  is  the  W  •rt>«'^ 
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tion:  "No  money  iliftll  be  drawn  from  the  Treasuty,  but 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law  \  and  a 
regular  ttatement  and  account  of  the  receiptaand  ezpen" 
ditures  of  all  public  money  ihall  be  publianed  from  time 
to  time."  Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  organization  of 
the  Departmental  or  want  of  organization,  the  door  is 
shut,  and  we  hold  the  key  of  it.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, in  hb  statement  respecting  the  organization  of  the 
Departments,  has  not  adverted  to  the  histoiy  of  our  le- 
gislation upon  that  subject.  I  will  notice  only  that  of 
tlie  Treasury.  It  was  established  by  act  of  September 
2,  1789.  ^  From  that  period,  it  has  been  under  the  con- 
itant  revision  of  Congress,  by  sets  passed  upon  the  sub- 
iect  in  1791,  2,  3,  5,  7,  8.  1800,  6,  9,  13, 14,  17, 18,  20, 
!2,  24— twenty  in  number,  the  titles  of  some  of  which  are, 
'*  For  the  organization  ot  the  Treauiry  Department." 
"For  the  better  organization,"  &c.  "To  amend  the 
&ct8,"  &c  By  this  legislation  it  appears,  that  in  all  ear- 
y  periods  of  the  Government,  appropriations  of  money 
rere  general,  and  the  Executive  applied  it  at  discretion, 
nil  1809,  whatever  specificationa  were  made,  were  of 
io  effect,  as  transfer^  could  be  made  from  one  fund  to 
mother  \  and  in  the  recess  of  Congress  the  same  could 
3e  done,  up  to  the  year  1817.  At  this  period  the  speci- 
ic  purpose  of  each  appropriation,  and  each  part  of  eve- 
y  appropriation,  is  designated  by  law,  and  no  other  fund 
:an  be  used,  or  that  fund  used  for  any  other  object.  I 
lame  onlv  these  great  reforms  in  principle,  without  go- 
ng into  the  details  of  the  improvements  in  the  organiza- 
ion  generally. 

In  answer  to  the  interesting  view  of  our  financial  pros- 
perity, presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  SzaoBAiiT]  who  addressed  the  House  on  Saturday, 
he  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  said,  that  this  and  for- 
mer Administrations  have  not  accounted  for  all  the  means 
Arhich  came  into  their  hands — that  five  millions  a  year 
ire  accounted  for-^that  if,  in  twelve  years,  they  have 
paid  seventy  millions  of  the  public  debt,  they  had  three 
nundred  miUiona  of  revenue.  Wher^ce  the  gentleipan 
obtains  bis  three  hundred  millions  does  not  appear.  But 
tuppose  that  (he  true  sum,  he  .surely  can  be  at  no  losri  to 
ind,-  in  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  an  occasion  for 
in  application  of  the  real  diifarence  between  the  re- 
;eipts  and  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government, 
incf  reduction  of  the  principal.  But  take  the  gentleman's 
)wn  position,  and  how  emintntly  above  every  other  Ad- 
ninistration  does  he  elevate  the  present  He  makes 
line  years  of  former  Administmtions  pay  but  thirty-sevien 
nillions  of  debt,  with  an  income  or  two  hundred  and 
wenty-eight  millions  of  revenue  ;  while  the  presen^  in 
hree  years,  has  paid  thirty-three  millions  of  principal 
ind  interest,  with  but  seventy-two  millions  revenue,  and 
taa  also  expended  twelve  millions  for  permanent  works 
»f  internal  improvement.  "  It  will,"  says  the  Secretary, 
in  his  last  annual  report)  ^  be  satidhctory  to  Congress  to 
enow,  that,  during  the  three  years  in  question,  oesides 
hese  payments  made  on  account  of  the  debt,  and  all 
>ther  payments  to  meet  the  annual  expenses  of  Govem- 
nent,  large  sums  have  been  applied  to.  objects  wearing  a 
:haracter  neither  temporary  or  annual.'*  This  sum  thus 
expended  for  permanent  improvements,  is  stated  to  be 
twelve  millions.  The  Secretary  adds,  "a  nation  that, 
kAer  providing  for  the  regular  support  of  its  Ciovernment, 
s  seen  to  proceed  in  this  manner  in  the  payment  of  its 
public  debt,  and  in  additional  disbursements  so  consider- 
&ble,  for  which  equivalents  remain,  that,  for  tlie  most 
l^art,  are  of  permanent  value  to  the  nation,  cannot  b^  re- 
rarded  as  other  than  prosperous  in  its  financial  condition/' 

That  part  of  the  gentleman's  calculations  which  was 
intended  to  show  that  burdens  borne  by  the  People  of 
his  country  are  greater  than  have  been  estimated,  does 
lot  pretend  to  connect  with  that*  result  any  censure  of 
;tiose  who  now  administer  the  Government.    But  I  am 


not  willing  that  the  People  be  induced  to  believe  they 
are  suffering  evils  from  any  causes  that  do  not  exist.  If 
I  undentood  the  gentleman's  purpose,  it  was  to  prove  a 
great  amount  of  tax  to  the  Government,  to  be  paid  by 
the  People  $  and  with  the  liberty  of  assuming  what  pre* 
mises  we  choose,  any  desirable  result  is  easily  ob- 
tained. He  assumes,  as  the  amount  of  revenue,  twenty. 
five  millions— the  true  rveeiptsof  the  year  being  twenty- 
two  millions, .  He  adds  five  millions  aa  the  per  eentage 
of  the  merchant,  of  which  I  do  not  understand  the  pro- 
cess of  converting  into  a  Government  tax.  To  this  thir- 
ty millions,  twenty  millions  are  added  for  the  taxes  as- 
sessed Ibr  the  support  of  Government  by  the  States  i 
while  the  fact  is,  that,  if  all  the  States  assessed  the  same 
as  Virginia  and  New-Tork,  the  whole  sum  would  be  but 
twelve  millions.  So  far  from  this,  many  of  the  States 
mise  no  more  than  from  forty  to  sixty  thousand  dollara 
annually  for  the  support  of  Government,  making  a  gross 
sum  of  shout  one  million,  instead  of  twenty  millions. 
We  should,  of  course,  come  yn  very  different  resuhsi 
that  gentleman  assuming,  as  the  amount  paid,  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  while  we  find  no  proof  of  a  sum  over 
twenty-three  millions. 

Another  argument  to  support  the  cliai^  of  extrava- 
gant expenditure,  is  attempted  to  be  founded  upon  a 
comparison  of  this  and  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. I  thank  the  gentleman  for  calling  us  to  this  com- 
parison. It  proves  that  the  ec6itomical  principles  of  Jef- 
ferson were  not  so  successfully  reduced  to  practice,  even 
by  himself,  as  they  have  been  during  the  last  three  years. 
From  three  or  four  millions  in  Jefferson's  Administimtion, 
says  the  gentleman,  our  expenditures  have  increased,  in 
one  fourth  of  a  century,  to  twenty  five  miUions. 

[Mr.  RIVES  rose  to  etplain.  He  said  he  considered 
three  or  four  milfions  as  the  ordinary  current  expenses 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration  ;  and  the  ordinary  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  present  to  be  thirteen  millions. 

Mr.  BAKTLETT  said  he  did  not  know  how  the  gen- 
tleman made  his  thirteen  millions. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  woukl  tell  him.  It  was  by  taking 
the  amount  paid  toward  the  debt  from  the  whole  amount 
of  expenditures.] 

Mr.  BARTLEl'T.  A  much  simpler  process,  and  one 
which  has  the  advantage  of  being  accurate,  is,  to  take 
the  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  year,  as  appear  by 
the  Secretary's  report,  which,  inMead  of  thirteen  millions* 
gives  us  the  precise  sum  of  (8,990,380  44. 

In  1801,  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  were 
f  12,624,64d  36— the  receipts  of  the  same  year  were 
f  12,846,530  95.  In  1808,  the  expenditures  of  Govern- 
ment were  116,764,584  30— the  receipts  of  the  same 
year  were  $17,160,661  93.  In  the  first  of  which  year*, 
the  amount  of  what  the  gentleman  terms  the  current  ex- 
penses of  Government,  was  a  fraction  less  than  five  mil- 
lions, -and  in  the  hat  a  naction  over  six  milfioiui  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  instead  of  the  sum  of  three  or  four 
millions,  by  him  snpposecL 

Vhat  was  the  condition  of  this  country  then,  and  what 
is  it  now  }  Can  the  habiliments  of  the  cradle  be  fitted  to 
the  size  and  proportions  of  manhood  ?  At  that  period 
referred  to,  this  House  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  for- 
ty members— now,  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen.  The 
Senate  then  consisted  of  thirty-two  memberbr— now,  of 
forty-eight  The  expenses  of  these  two  branches  was 
then  164,526  dolUrs— it  is  now  471,800  dolUrs.  For  an 
army,  in  1802,  we  had  2,400  men,  at  a  cost  of  844^009 
dolUrs  \  we  have  now  6,000  men,  at  a  cost  of  2,050,317 
dollars.  We  had  then,  instead  of  a  navy,  six  frigates^ 
seven  sloops  of  war,  and  some  gun-boats — with  nine  cap- 
tains, thirty-six  lieutenants,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
midshipmen,  at  a  cost  of  900,000  dollars— we  now  have 
seven  snips  of  the  line,  eleven  frigates,  twelve  sloops  of 
war,  besides  schooners  and  smaller  vessels— with  thirty- 
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three  ceptaim,  two  hundred  itfid  twenty-nine  lieulen«ntiw 
and  three  handled  end  nine^-two  iiiicbhipinen»  at  a  coat 
of  3,286^649  dolUta.  What  was  then  eur  tenitoiy ,  corn- 
ered with  the  preient,  and  what  the  conditioa  of  it  1 — 
The  whole  region  northwest  of  the  Ohio  tent  a  single 
Belente— who  is  now  in  the  Senate*  supported  by  eigh* 
teen  RepresentatiTesi  and  five  other  Senators  from  (he 
same  Territory.  .The  arm  of  our  Goveinmenty  on  the 
South,  has  been  extended  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  i  on  the 
Wes%  we  approach  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  snd  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yiiipnia  [Mr.  Fu>td]  is  already  impatient  to 
plant  our  standard  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon* 

Since  that  period,  our  domain  has  every  where  been 
extended  by  extinguishment  of  Indian  title.  Our  eoun- 
tiy  has  been  carriedtiiumphantly  through  war.  Millions, 
in  claims  growing  out  of  it,  liave  been  paid*  w4ii]e  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  in  a  year  has  been  distributed  to  thm  rem- 
nant of  the  Patriot  Army  of  the  Resolution.  The  soldiers 
of  the  Army,  with  their  increased  pay,  and  present  per- 
fect organixafioii,  it  will  be  found,  cost  us  less  per  man, 
than  at  the  time  referred  to,  while  the  permanent  for- 
tresses upon  our  coasts  and  frontiers,  give  security  to  our 
towns  and  territory.  Though  in  war*  our  ^lant  Navy 
commands  respect,  and  secures  favor— yet,  ih  peace,  we 
feel  its  expenses  and  foi^t  its  protection.  It  is  too  of. 
ten  spoken  of  ss  an  expenditure  for  the  seaboard,  and 
for  tlie  merchant.  True,  it  is  the  shield  to  our  citizen 
and  his  property  in  the  remotest  sea,  but  this  benefit  is 
ei\ioyed  equally  by  the  iarmer  bejroad  the  Alleghany  sa 
the  citizen  of  the  port  whence  the  squadron  sails.  The 
protection  given  to  our  commerce  is  a  reduction  from 
the  rate  of  insurance,  alwsys  in  effect  paid  by  the  gtower 
of  the  product,  or  the  consumer  of  the  import— and  du- 
ring one  period  of  our  government,  an  expenditure  of 
S,8U0,000  dolhuv,  in  increasing  the  Navy,  saved  to  the 
country  8»600,(K)0  dolbuv  in  a  single  year,  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  premiums  of  insurance  up<m  our  tonnage. 

The  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  have  been  a  theme 
of  great  complaint,  and  one  upon  which  the  gentleman 
had  also  instituted  a  comparison.  I  will  not  only  attend 
to  hia  comparison,  but  extend  it  back  to  the  origin  of  the 
Government.  Let  us,  however,  take  with  us  the  fact, 
that  we  have  now  more  missions  upon  the  emitinent  of 
South  America,  than  we  have  upon  the  continent  of  £u- 
rope.  By  the  reduction  of  the  grade  of  the  mission  at 
Chili  to  a  Charge,  Government  has  been  enabled  to  send 
a  Charge  to  Denmark,  where  we  have  claims  in  contro- 
versy. 

The  gentleman  stated,  that  the  expense  of  foreign  in- 
tercouiee  in  the  three  last  years  of  Mr.  Monroe's  Admin- 
istration, amounted  to  280,000  dollars  and  the  same  ex- 
pense in  the  three  first  years  of  the  present  amount  to 
413,000  dollars  <  making  the  present  exceed  the  former 
by  367,000  doUars.  The  fallacy  or  error  of  the  sUte- 
ment,  is  in  imputing  to  Mr.  Adams  one  year  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  and  provided  for  before  he  came  to  the 
office.  The  appropriation  for  1825,  was  made  in  Febru- 
aiy,  and  with  which  Mr.  A.  had  no  more  to  do  than  his 
successor,  whoever  he  may  be,  now  has  with  the  appro- 
priation of  this  year.  The  amount  of  appropriations  for 
foreign  intercourse,  then,  stands  thus : 
In  1823,      182,000  In  1826 

1824^      189,500  182r, 

213,000 

1828, 


In  1791* 
1792* 
1793, 
1794, 
1795, 
1796, 


#1,733  33 

78*766  67 

89,500  00 

146,403  51 

912.635  13 

109,739  64 


IflthetiiiieoriirJ.iiM 


In  IW, 
ir98, 
1799, 
1800» 


11,338,734  37 
In  Mr.  Jefierson'stime,  these 


In  1801, 
1803, 
1803, 
1804^ 


$139,851  73 

416,253  63 

1,001,968  34 

1,139,591  6t 


Inl 

1806, 
ISOT. 
I8d^ 


419,WJI 
314^0  5* 


Exclusive  of  expense  of  Barbsry  intenoiint 

These  Ublesare  authentie,  and  show  bow  wyBf»" 
the  fact  may  be  the  conjectures  and  ssKttiQBi  rsF? 
tiie  increasing  extravagance  and  pnisp^v^^ 
vernment.  .  ,^ 

Again.  That  item  ol  the  expense  of  feRipi^ 
coarse,  embraced  under  the  title  ofeonliBgentciptf^ 
has  been  sd  verted  to  as  a  source  of  great  ibwt  »* 
for  answer*  let  us  resort  to  official  docQaKnt& 

There  was  expended  of  this  fitnd—  ^ ,, 

In  1833,  #30,584  37     In  1826^        fl^f: 

1834,  20,145  78  1827.  •^^• 

1835,  35,474  95  1828,oo»pp»P«»*^ 


1825, 


f  187,506 
81,000 

40,000  Psnafna 
49,000 


f457,500 


^484*500 

licaving  the  expenie  of  the  last  three  years,  27,000 
dollars  less  than  the  three  last  appropriations  of  the  pre- 
ceding Administration. 

Bat,  let  U9  look  still  fuHher  back*,  and  first,  to  Wash- 
ington's Administration.  Hie  foreign  intercourse  ap- 
propriations were  then  as  follows  ^ 


176,205  05  ^^ 

This*  which  is  designated  as  tfaecontnigeiitnini^ 
ter  the  close  of  Mr.  JcflTerson's  term,  wii  w^o^'J 
ed,  but  embraced  In  a  general  sum  fix-  Forcf'^ 
course. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  expended  in  the  J«»^ 
of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  was  |S93,S4<^^ 
ing  an  average  of  ^8,668  a  year.  ,^ 

The  amount  of  this  fund  expended  w^*!;:  ]^ 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  sdminisfration,  wis  |2M13.6  ^3,  * 
ing  an  average  of  #36,164  59.  ^ 

The  amount  of  this  fund  expended  intbetvs  }^ 
past  of  Mr.  Adams's  administntion  white  no  i^, 
tion  is  asked  for  the  present  yesr,  wts  154,8^5 1^^^ 
ing  an  average  of  $27,437  85,  forthetwoyewi!|^^ 
less,  annually,  than  was  expended  by  Mr.  )!*»*', 
^31,330  15  ;  less,  annually,  than  the  «ib  expes*^ 
Mr.  Monroe,  by  f  8,726  74.  ,  ^ 

^nother  view  of  this  subject  presents  «"'?!> 
triumphant  in  favor  of  this  Adnunisi»tion,»*J* 
view  founded  upon  fact^  and  not  conjecture  »*^ 
siiion.  ■  .^. 

Take  the  appropriations  of  1823, 4,  tiid5,  **JJ 
all  Ministers,  Charge  Agents  of  Claims,  Seer^^^ 
tingent  expenses*  intercourse  with  Bsrbsiy  P<^ 
relief  of  sick  and  digressed  seamen,  snd  the  td^J^ 


For  1823,  #198,455  17 

1834,  263,500  00 

1835,  282,000  00 

$743,955  17 


SSI*? 


For  1836, 

1828,deduclisP*,^ 
expended  bsiin«;j;i 

0^ 


Whidh  is  less,  by  #195,455  17,  than  H»«»f^,^ 
the  three  preceding  years.  I  prefer  such  *»**  ?  ^^ 
ment,  and  I  present  such  fiicts  as  seem  *»  ""^  ,,fe|*» 
comment.  The  gentleman's  remark  upon  of  ^ 
millenium,"  has  something  more  of  justice  w  »  ^. 
supposed*  when  it  was  made  .•  for,  if  there  «^^r 
period  in  our  Government  which  cowWintw^ 
signated,  this  is  that  period.  And  wbst  is  ^^^.t 
his  comment!  An  extract  from  the  l«*«'°'i°Xw*f 
Editor  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  describing  the^^ 
jeal  or  imaginary,  of  England ;  an  «tr»ct  ffl»^ 
a  specimen  of  fine  writings— doubly  voixre^^'' 
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n^9  by  contfMf«  otsr  own  happy  condition.    But,  my  the 
SrentlemAfli.  we  bear  complainti— our  mamtfiicturers  com- 
p»l»tn   of  depreniaB.    And  does  he  propoM  to  refieye 
th«Ri  f  And  l«  it  tfiisAdminiitniiion  or  lis  friends  that  re. 
ruse  to  Jtaten^to  their  intreaties  f    The  question  needs  no 
^**^^?r*  .^  ^9^^  ^«  ■*«  asked,  why  are  there  majorities 
■Ti  botii  branehea  of  the  Lepsbture  opposed  to  the  pre- 
t»nt  <3oi^emment  f    So  for  Ihmi  beinr  the  result  of  dis- 
content in  the  great  body  of  the  People,  it  comes  from  a 
rmct  directly  the  reverw.    They  were  content  and  happy. 
mnd  m  tlietr  repose  have  suflTeMd  disappointed  poGtiail 
2«««t»  to  obtain  the  power  of  misrepKsenttnir  them, 
t«wn  tbeirown  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
tfte  menoures  of  the  €o¥emment,  that  required  not  their 
•eiforu  to  protect  or  support  them.    A  confidence  from 
which,  when  a  change  of  measures  is  threatened  them, 
the  People  wiU  aroufc  from  their  ahimbers,  and,  like 
Smmpaon,  burst  the  bonds  with  which  political  aspirants 
a  ttempt  to  bind  them.    But  why  should  there  bediscon- 
tent  in  niiy  quarter  ?    I  answer,  in  the  words  of  one  who 
liaa  well  observed  human  nature  s  «<Among  all  ranks  and 
degrees  of  men,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  may  be 
seen  the  fapid  footsteps  of  a  dark  spirit  of  envy,  treading 
closely,  every  where,  upon  the  march  of  greatness,  en- 

tX^thl'Sj^^^^*''^'  "  ^"""^^  ""^  *^  ^'^"^  ^^'^^ 

A  ^*^u  •  ^«  "«  told  we  have  lost  our  respect  abroad. 

And  when  wpa  the  hour  that  the  American  name  was  a 

tiigher  title  of  distraction  than  it  now  ia,  with  eveiy  civil- 

i»ed  nation  f    When  the  period  that  the  American  fiag 

was  a  safer  proiecuon,  with  civilized  or  savage,  in  eveiy 

«omerof  the  globe  ?    Was  it  in  those  halc^  days  of 

Mr.  Jefferson,  so  often  referred  to,  when  he  could  not 

wead  a  yard  of  ^nvam  outside  our  harbors  that  was  not 

.  !if^!?.  ^  ,"*•?'*  5^""  '"*«  smallest  canoe  that  rides  upon 

F*  *K    ?!!f'    .  ?  ^?^  !^  *^  **»»*  P«n<^  •«  *"y  diwespect  to 

F  the  di«inguislied  indhridual  who  presided  over  usT   Our 

country  t^n  had  not  developed  Ub  resources-bad  not 

II  acquired  Its  cliamcter. 

'    -T^^^^^^l^^^f^/wrt^^wy^itlmttheBritbh  West  In- 

Ir.  Jrthi*??*''^*^"  ^  ^y^^  diplomatic  blun. 

ciers  of  the  Admmistration.  But  what  are  the  fiwu  ? 
t  »unng  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  this  subject 
\  was  under  negotiaUon.  Our  Oovemment  then  insisted 
'  I**"  they  should,  in  this  trade,  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
(  leges  as  the  dntish  Culoniesof  North  America.  Tliat  was 
r    the  question  at  the  close  of  his  term.    So  soon  as  that 

pmnt  could  with  dooency  be  surrendered  by  his  succes- 

sor.  It  was  given  up.  Then  the  Dritbh  G<^immentin. 
,  sisted  on  regulating  the  business  by  reciprocal  acts  of  le- 
,    gWAtion,  which,  instead  of  beingsecured  by  treaty,  would 

i*!?  ^^  •"f  commerce  to  the  caprice  or  interest  of  the 
,  Pariiament  of  Great  B.  itain,  or  even  the  less  formal  anni. 
'  •"bti^ntb;' a  Decree  in  Council.  This  annunciation  was 
'  T^x""'^  ."^i^  ^^  additional  suggestion,  that.  If  we 
,    should  legttbte  for  such  a  purpose,  they  would  n^  even 

bold  out  an  encounM^ement  that  they  would  meet  us  in 

MCh  compromise.  Congress  refused  to  act  in  thatcriais, 
,    and  left  the  President  no  alternative  but  to  execute  for- 


mer existing  laws.  But,  lir,  subsequent  negnUation  with 
aiwlhcr  Power  has  secured  to  us  that  trade  upon  a  better 
foundttioii  than  any  act  of  Parliament  would  give  it  8we. 
den  bsi  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  securing  recipiocaj 
sdvintagesof  inide  with  her  West  India  Possessions;  and 
by  a  irciity  with  Sweden,  which  appears  in  the  papers  of 
tfJii  morning,  we  have  secured  a  trade  on  the  mostadvan. 
tigeous  tern^,  to  the  bbnd  of  St.  Bartholomews.  This 
givci  ui  the  indirect  trade  to  the  British  Isbnds.  Our 
trade  to  those  Islands  has  never  been  but  in  articles  of 
neceivty  to  them.  They  must  still  have  them,  and  pay 
thcmsclvci  for  the  indirectness  of  the  trade,  while  their 
ihips  ire  excluded  from  the  trade  to  this  country,  giving 
us  both  tbe  outward  and  home  freight 
Vsi.  IV.— 89 


I  shall  leftain  from  following  the  gentleman's  comments 
upon  the  power  of  the  President's  patronage,  as  specifi* 
ed  in  the  appointments  to  ofiice,  and  the  ditbursements 
of  the  publlo  money*  It  lias  before  been  stated,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, truly,  that  there  is  but  one  officer  in  the  Govern- 
ment over  which  the  President  has  the  absolute  power  of 
appointment«-4he  Librarian  to  Congreas.  And  the  pay- 
ment of  aalaries  to  Judges  of  Courts^  under  the  laws  of 
Congress^  or  upon  contracts  taken  by  friends  or  foes,  upon 
the  lowest  bids,  cannot  be  very  powerfol  engines  of  in* 
fluence. 

I  will,  as  briefly  ss  may  be,  bestow  a  passing  notice  op. 
on  some  of  those  more  direct  charges  alleged  against  the 
President  himseif-^among  the  highest  of  which,  one  is, 
that,  previous  to  his  selection  a3  Minister  to  a  forefgii 
Court,  he  had  illegally  pocketed  (9,000  of  the  pubfic 
money.    l*his  Is  the  allegation  in  terroa  as  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.    Bvckavav]  and  in 
proof  of  which,  he  remarks^  he  must  be  <illowed  to  offer 
the  argument  of  a  lawyer.    I  should  not  have  so  designat- 
ed the  argument  The  facts  out  of  which  this  chargo  has 
arisen  are  these  :    While  Mr.  Adams  waa  Minister  at  St 
Petersburgh,  In  April,  1813,  he  received  from  Mr.  Madi- 
son the  appointment  of  Minister  Extraordinary,  to  nego- 
tiate with  Great  Britain,  under  the  profTered  mediation  of. 
Russia,  which  resulted  in  the  meeting  at  Ghent,  and,  at  the 
aame  time,  received  |9,000  outfit  for  that  purpose,  by  vir* 
tue  of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  of  May  1st,   1810, 
which  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  to  at* 
low  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,   in  going  from  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  country,  an  outfit  whicli 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  year's  foil  salary,  fitc     The 
gentleman  contends  that  this  description  of  the  person 
who  may  receive,  is  intended  to  confine  the^gmnt  to  those 
onljr  who  actualhr  sail  at  the  time,  or  travel  from  the 
United  States.   Tliere  might  be  something  more  of  phu* 
sibility  in  this^  if  the  outfit  were  given  to  defray  such 
charge  f  but  it  is  given  for  extra  charges  ft  the  court 
where,  and  not  at  the  pbee  whence,  the  Mhiister  goes  i 
and,  in  Icgtd  contemplation,  surely  every  Minister  appoint- 
ed by  the  United  States  is  a  Minister  going  firom  this  coun- 
try to  the  Foreign  Court 

Congress,  after  the  mission,  made  an  appropriation  of 
but  14^500,  to  supply  in  the  fund  the  amount  paid  to  Mr. 
Adams  by  the  President's  order,  and  the  Comptroller 
charged  Mr.  Adams  with  N^SOu  to  be  refunded.  Upon 
this  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  tiie  33d  August, 
1814^  of  which  letter  I  give  the  folkiwing  cxtivct  : 

*«  I  should  certainly  prefer  to  sacrifice  both  the  right 
and  property,  rather  than  it  should  be  made  the  occasion 
of  controversy  between  the  Executive  and  the  LegisU* 
ture  :  neither  is  it  my  disposition  to  insist  upon  any  thing 
in  the  form  of  compenaation  for  public  service,  which  the 
Legislature,  on  a  full  consideration  of  the  circumstances^ 
shouki  think  unreasonable.  But,if  theLegiah^re  consider- 
ed the  necessary  increase  of  my  expenditures,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary mission  under  the  Russian  mediation,  sufficient- 
ly compensated  by  the  allowance  of  half  an  outfit,  tiiey 
will  certainly  perceive  that  the  new  mission,  which  has 
brouffht  upon  me  the  extraordinary  expense  of  a  journey 
3,000  miles  disUnt  from  mv  residence  in  Russia,  and  the 
extraordinary  cliaiges  incident  to  my  situation  here,  with- 
out relieving  me,  to  state  the  fact  aa  it  b  and  must  be, 
from  a  dollar  of  m^  necessary  expenses  at  St  Petersburgh , 
has  given  me  a  fiur  claim  to  an  outfit  equal  to  either  of  my 
coUeaipiea.  I  state  the  fact,  with  a  perfect  conviction  of 
mv  ability  to  prove  it,  that  the  extraordinary  expenses  for 
which  an  outfit  is  allowed,  taking  the  two  extraordinary 
missions  toflether,  have  neoessari^  and  unavoidably  Allen 
more  heavily  upon  me  than  upon  either  of  them.  Besides 
the  whole  outfit  allowed  them,  they  are  now  reeeiving, 
as  members  of  this  roisrion,  a  sabuy  the  same  aa  that  al- 
lowed me,  while  I  am  subjected  to  all  the  mme  expenses 


1411 

II.  or  K.] 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  BEGISTER 


U.2 


Rtlrttuhment, 


\jiv%m. 


thftt  they  are  hexe,  and  am  ttill  burthened  with  those  of  a 
residence  in  Russia." 

Mr.  Adams  did  not  return  to  the  United  States  until 
1817.  In  bis  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  May  33, 1822,  he  ob- 
serves— 

*'  That,  during  ei^ht  years  of  absence  from  the  United 
States,  upon  six  jomt  or  se)>arate  missions,  I  regulsrly 
transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State  my  account, 
made  up  to  the  end  of  eveiy  qtiarter  of  the  year,  all  by 
duplicates  ;  That  all  these  accounts  were  duly  received  at 
the  Department,  and  that  tlie  account  in  which  I  charg- 
ed for  the  outfit  on  the  mediation  miaston,  and  gave 
credit  as  received  from  Captain  Lloyd  Jones,  was  made 
up  to  the  30lh  September,  1813,  and  forwarded  immedi- 
ately. 

It  19  admitted  thateveiy  precedent,  in  every  similar  case, 
justfies  the  construction  which  President  Miulison  gave  to 
the  law  in  this  case.  The  same  was  held  not  only  theoret- 
ically, but  practically,  by  that  distinguished  iurist,  Mr. 
Pinckney,  who  actually  received  the  same  in  iiis  mission 
to  Naples  and  St  Petersburgh.  On  the  5th  June,  the  At- 
torney Genera],  Mr.  Wirt,  answers  an  inquiry  of  the  Pre- 
sident in  the  following  terms. 

''Aflera  careful  consideration  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, which  you  have  submitted  for  my  opinion,  I  think 
him  clearly  entitled  to  the  whole  outfit  which  was  allow- 
ed and  paid  to  him  by  the  President,  out  of  the  fund  pUc- 
ed  by  law  at  his  disposal  for  this  purpose.  .  I  think  Mr. 
Adums's  view  of  the  subject  unanswerable.  The  question 
of  outfit  is  given  to  the  President  exclusively,  und  with- 
out limit,  save  only  he  is  not  to  exceed  a  whole  year's  sal- 
ary.    In  the  present  case,  he  kept  within  this  limit,  and 
his  decision  was  final  and  irrevocable.     The  refusal  of 
Congress  to  sanction  the  allowance,  is  wholly  immaterial 
to  this  question.     Their  sanction  was  not  necessary  to 
consummate  eitlier  the  power  of  the  President,  or  the 
right  of  Mr.  Adams.     They  were  both  perfect  without 
it.     They  stood  upon  existing  laws,  acting  osi  an  exbting 
fund,  thereafter  to  be  called  into  being  by  a  vote  of  Con- 
gress.    Had  the  latter  been  the  case,  my  opinion  woukl 
have  been  different.    Were  an  allowance  of. outfit  noth- 
ing more  than  an  estimate  prepared  by  the  President,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress,  with  the  view  of  leading  to  an 
appropriation  out  of  which  it  was  to  be  paid,  then  Con- 
gress woufd  have  the  control  of  the  subject,  and  their  re- 
fusal to  appropriate  would  overrule  the  President     But 
the  fund  for  foreign  intercourse  js,  I  understand,an  annual 
fund,  out  of  whicii  the  expenses  of  that  intercourse  are 
paid  ;  and  it  was  from  this  fund,  thus  filaced  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  tlie  President,  that  the  outfit  allowed  to  Mr,  Adams 
was  drawn  and  paid  ;  and,  consequently,  that  no  appro- 
priation was  necessary  to  give  the  President's  decision  ef- 
feet.  The  allowance  having  been  thus  regularly  made  and 
paid,  1  consider  Hie  subject  as  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  recall,  either  by  the  President  or  Congress.    It  would 
be  extremely  unjust  and  cruel  were  it  otherwise.     An 
allowance  is- regularly  made  to  a  foreign  Minister,  on  the 
express  ground  V  of  its  being  necessary  to  the  additional 
expenses  wbioli  he  must  encounter  in.hts  new  mission. 
He  accepts  Ihe  mission,  and  encounters  the  expense  on 
the  failh  .of  tlie  allowance  made  and  paid  to  him  by  the 
President ;  and-when  the  business  is  all  over,  and  the  ex« 
penses  have  been  incurred  and  paid,  he  is  told  that  he 
must  refundf  one  half  of  the  advance  !     I  am  persuaded 
that  no  court  oft  justice  would  tolerate  this,  and  I  will  bare- 
ly BUg^est^  in  conclusion,  that,  if  you  think  otherwise,  it 
is  practicable  to  make  the  experiment,  b/ ordering  a  suit 
against Mr«  Adams  for  the  alleged  balance  in  his  hands, 
to  whichy   I   dare  say,  he  would  make  no  objection  ; 
but  you. will  not  understand  me  as  advising  this  course  : 
for  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded  that  the  suit  would  fail." 
And  tlie  following  is  from  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr. 
Adam»:  •    ..  • 


"  Mr.  Irvine's  appointment  to  Spain  inrolwdthpiK 
question.  It  was  wisbed  to  reserve  the  pdatfcriwit 
liberate  consadention  than  couW  be  bertovedonltilB 
the  letter  of  March  15th  was  written  to  yoa.  I  tar« » 
the  satisfaotion  to  inform  you  that  the  wbject  hate 
maturely  weighed,  and  tl»t  the  rewH  his  bea  «  fa« 
of  the  outfit,  on  the  principle  that  those  restacint  W 
applicable  to  Ministers  already  in  Europe,  ^}»^^ 
so,  than  to  confine  the  allowance  to  them,  witimfiKsss 
limit."  ._ 

This,  then,  is  a  case  of  money  paid  for  public  ie!T-» 
rendered,  and  expenses  incurred,  upon  a  »»*«^ 
law  by  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  cieotf*  <» ««; 
tioned  by  ever^  President  of  ll»e  United  Stoto,»i»b^ 
overacted  upon  it.  by  the  same  allowincefSKlettn^ 
other  Minister  under  like  circumstances,  iPg^!  ^ 
former  distinguished  Attorney  GencwUndoS**?*; 
firmed  by  the  present  eminent  officer  in  ^J^J^ 
department  of  the  Government.  I  lesveMcb  w6«J' 
be  bfilanced,  if  he  shaM  so  contend,  by  thcopinw*^ 
eenileman  who  so  broadly  made  the  wouott* 

The  next  in  chronological  order, « the  charj^ 
President  was  elected  by  c<irrupti«v  ^^!S^^ 
office  by  a  violation  oflhe  Constitutwo.  TTk^F, 
of  Ibis  bnguage  has  become  **•»«*  "»tT^^ 
any  one  repeats  it,  believing  in  its  t«^'*».J^**.'T^; 
reasoned  with  upon  evidence.    If  the  P^^i  J^^ 
world  do  not  convince  him  of  the  mn?<*'f  X,% 
accused,  tl»en  would  he  not  be  <»n*'"<^,„T^^, 
were  to  arise  from  the  dead."    Towhomh«tbe 
.been  directed  for  the  proof  of  the  •U^S*^""  ^^r^ 
been  emphatroally  de«gnatedby  t"f^?^,V,» 
ness  >   The  gentleman  from  ^^'•"Jf'^jj^  isc, 
AH.]  And  what  has  he  here  said  in  l»ptocewij|^^ 


and  to  the  world  ?  *«  Of  the  chsi^ 


fcontjpw*" 


know  it  not."    Yes,  •«  hear  him 
might  we  exclaim. 


The  witwi  caW«f  Jf".!: 


election,  I  will  not  speak,  (said  hf)-;;V"r u?  »tS 
'    Yes,  ••hear  him!"  "Hetfua  _ 
im.     The  witneis, 
the  fact,  says, «« I  know  it  not  •'*  j^-^^  gj^u_4r.! 


,..     lknowitnot!''Bmwbi«»^j.. 

The  alleg^ition  th*t  suspi««;  "^    ^.- 

than'proof  oi^^T^^J^. 


for  proof  ? 

suspicion  is  worse  tiian  proof  oi  J^Vol^igi^- 

ous  to  the  community— more  demanding  ^^ 

that  til 

guilty,  ana  conviciea  oi  mc  vriHi*.  .^  -     ^^> 


that  they  should  be  suspected,  tlian  ^!»V;;J2te,r 
guilty,  and  convicted  of  the  crime .    ^^  Joefii*^' 


for  what  ag^e-^f )r  what  tnstilu'ion^  w 
And  has  it  come  to  this,  that  we  hetpn" 
vaneed  on  this  floor  ?  ..     „.  Jikter-*^ 

Let  desperadoes  aim  at  the  fV^K*^^  ' 
character  of  those  most  pure  and  5»^'*T,jesB«-r  • 
them  go  to  the  work  of  pro»t^\'^!^.nddr* 
most  unfounded  fiilaehoods ;  let  Uie  P^'  c{^-<- 
guilt  esUblish,  beyond  oontrovcrsji  ««'"  j^.:^' 
accused ,  and  then  let  this  ^^^ffZ^\0;'l 
to  consummate  the  deed  of  d««^™^VrL, ,tdu«^''^: 
the  head  of  the  unoffending  the  punishme^^^^ 
edness  and  crime.  And  will  the  K*"";"  ,ili^f 
much  reason  to  be  proud  of  being  fciW^,  ^^^i 
this  doctrine  with  him  to  the  ^^^^pgfit^^^^; 
suspicion  merely,  but  color  of  pwi  /^\^'^ 
procure  an  indictment  against  »""^"^|,|rt,|)«ie^; 
man,  should  we  lietirhim  cxclaim-»»  ^^,^i^  ^ 
let  him  be  lionest,  bflt  execute  '"![^ Jgjpectfll  ^ 
peeled?  Le«8t,  of  all,  ^^'}^,^^'L^.  .„i 
doctrine,  in  this  case,  from  H»t^.«^Sa  bavior  "''^ 
BUCHANAN  rose,  to  discwi" 


[Mr, 
to  advance  such  opinion.] 


.nd.rfj 


Some  gentleman  had  urged  it,  »"^%(^  ^" 
that,  if  gudt  were  clear  and  dtstmcj  ^^^ntnc^ . 
tlie  community  would  prevent  ^  j^j^,ving>ft". 
suspicion  might  be  more  dsngcroui  |^p«ipi' 
ee^nt  lh.ve,  «id  Mr.  ^,lfZ>-'^''S 
ffendemui  opiniont  expre»»eo  oy  "  ytxt'^ 
3wuW  Iweeipre-edtbem,  H***"" 
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to  come  fbrthy  at  once,  to  defend  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary of  8tAte»  from  the  consequencet  of  such  auapi- 
cion,  or  charre  of  suspicion.  What,  and  who  was  the  cause, 
untntentionidly,  innocently,  the  cause,  that  such  a  sus- 
pVcion  ei'er  existed  f  [Mr.  B.  here  read  a  part  of  a  letter, 
Mr  hich  stated  a  conversation,  &c.  with  a  distlnguislied 
«n ember  of  Congress,  in  December,  1824.  A  part  of  ano- 
ther letter,  stating  who  that  member  of  Congress  was; 
«>Tid  was  proceeding  to  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Buchah- 
a^ib's  address  to  the  public  in  reply  to  the  same,  when  the 
Speaker  auggested,  that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  refer 
to  opinions  or  writings,  out  of  the  House,  of  the  mem- 
t>er8  of  the  House.  ] 

Mr.  B.  observed,  he  was  not  desirous  to  do  so.  My 
only  purpose,  said  he«  was  to  show  that  a  conversation, 
h olden  by  that  gentleman,  of  which  the  parties  accused 
liaci  no  part  and  no  knowled^^e,  had  been  tlie  origin  of  all 
the  suspicion,  and  all  the  crimination  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  he,  of  all  others,  is  most  called  upon  to  shield 
them  from  an  injury,  of  which  he  had  most  unintention- 
ally been  the  occasion. 

But  the  President  is  to  be  condemned  for  asking  him, 
,  %iid  the  Secretary  for  consenting,  to  go  froic  this  House 
to  &n  Executive  office  ;  **  descendinjr,"  as  the  gentleman 
terms  it,  from  that  Chair  to  tlie  Department  of  State.    Is 
tlie  gentlenum  aware  how  desolating  a  condemnation  he 
.  thus  pronounces  ?    Has  he  not,  at  least  in  later  times, 
joined  in  the  praises  of  Jefferson's  purity  and  intcgiity, 
and  shall  we  now  revoke  the  eulo^es  over  his  grave  with 
vrhicli  the  country  is}et  resounding  ?    Was  he,  too,  cor- 
rupt ^    Are  they  all  corrupt— that  roll  of  patriots  and 
sages,  who  voted  for  him  in  this  House,  and  who  took  ap- 
pointment  at  his  hands,  immediately  on  his  inauguration  ? 
Ch  no  \    The  names  of  Lincoln,  Gallatin,  Cliiborne,  and 
those  who  voted  and  were  promoted  with  them,  are  an- 
''  swers  to  ten  thousand  speculations  of  suspicion.     The  re- 
cord may  be  foimd  in  Pub.  Doc.  9th  vol.  Ist session  19th 
J  Congress,  No.  164.     lliereiterationof  such  charges,  and 
'*   the  countenancing  such  suspicions,  are  more  to  be  re- 
*    gretted  for  the  Injury  tbcy  do  our  country,  than  the  indi- 
^    viduals  accused.     They  go  deep  into  tlie  foundations  of 
our  institutions.  When  the  excitement  of  party  shall  have 
^    passed,  the  most  zealous  per^cutors  will  relent.  If  there 
'    be  one  now  living,  who  joined  in  (he  clamor  against  Jef« 
ferson,  and  he  too  shared  the  common  lot,  he  has  ahready 
lived  to  do  penance,  and  would,  were  it  possible,   now 
wash  out  the  stain  with  tears  of  contrition.. 
I        I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  charg^  of  misconduct  of  the 
:    President  in  the  appointment  of  his  cabinet.    It  cannot 
[    be  intended  to  apply  to  that  portion  of  it  which  he  took 
f    at  the  hands  of  his  predecessor.     The  Secretary  of  State, 
the  gentleman  fh>m  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  HmiLToir]  has 
r    been  pleased  to  say,  was  a  distinguished  dedaimcr  in  this 
.    House.    While  the  country  yet  remembers,  with  plea- 
r     sure  and  pride,  the  power  with  which  that  distinguished 
statesman  sustained^ here  the  interests  and  character  of 
the  nation*  to  such  remark  there  need  be  no  other  reply 
I     thin  is  furnished  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
f     [Mr.  BrcHAViK]  who  says,  he  had  long  looked  with  hope 
for  his  elevation  to  the  highest  office  in  this  country — 1 
f     will  add,  the  highest  office  in  the  world.     The  gcntle- 
i     man's  epithets,  applied  to  the  report  of  the   Secretary  of 
^      the  Treasury,  characterizing  it  as  "  the  multiplication  ta- 
^      ble  set  to  music,"  may  possess  more  of  truth  than  even  he 
,      had  supposed.     Should  the  recommendations  ofthatdis* 
tinguished  officer  be  pursued  by  us,  we  may  yet  see  his 
principles  prove  to  be  the  multiplication  Uble  of  the 
weiUh  and  resources  of  the  country,  set  to  the  music  of 
industry,  happiness,  and  prosperity,  of  the  People.     I 
complain  not  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
I      Military  Affairs  has  thought  fit,  before  this  House,  to  style 
the  head  of  the  War  Department,  *•  the  bantling  of  Bel- 
lona."    The  country  do  not  now,   for  the  first  time,  heai* 


of  that  distingruished  citizen.  Distinguished  in  his  native 
State ;  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  pre- 
sent office — in  promptness,  accuracy,  and  talent,  not  less 
distinguished  than  his  predecessor. 

But  again  we  are  told,  that  the  President  has  assumed 
powers  over  the  Constitution,  and  holden  a  right  to  dis- 
regard the  will  of  his  constituents,  Tlie  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cabson]  says  he  will  *'  convict  him 
of  ignorance,  or  of—"  what  his  delicacy  did  not  permit 
him  to  name.  This  term  convict,  is  technical,  i^nd  to 
wliat,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be  applied,  I  presume  not  to 
assert.  It  is,  perhaps,  a  stronger  term  than  the  gentle- 
man intended  to  apply  to  his  difference  of  construction 
of  language.  For  proof,  resort  is  had  to  an  expression 
in  tiie  Xlessage  of  Uie  President,  to  which  no  other  reply 
need  be  made,  than  that,  in  a  recent  able  public  paper^-^* 
* '  the  phrase  has  been  torn  from  its  context,  and  misin- 
terpreted."—*1f  these  had  been  the  taunts  and  railing^ 
«  of  anonymous  newspaper-scribblers,  they  would  have 
**  been  deemed  unworthy  of  public  notice  ;  but  when  such* 
"  charge  are  seriously  made  and  reiterated,  by  men  hold- 
**  ing  high  stations  in  the  Government,  and  exercising 
*<  some  influence  over  public  opinion,  they  cannot  be  toq 
**  strongly  condemned." 

What  18  the  practical  illustration  of  his  disregard  of 
•^  the  will  of  his  constituents  >**  When  a  member  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  his  judgment  required 
him  to  approve  the  measures  of  Government,  against  the 
opinion  of  his  constituents,  he  returned  to  their  hands  the 
)>ower  they  liad  committed  to  him,  that  they  might  exer- 
cise it  ag^eably  to  their  own  riews.  If  the  same  defer- 
ence were  now  paid  to  *Ulie  will  .of  constituents,"  where 
would  be  the  present  boasted  majorities  f  They  might 
perhaps  be  greater — possibly  they  might  not. 

In  every  specification  of  abuse  of  power,  and  of  extra- 
vagant expenditure  by  the  President,  « the  Panama  Mis- 
sion" has  been  rung  through  all  its  changes.  And  what 
is  this,  which  the  gentleman,  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Irohax]  styles  "  a  splendid  pageant  ?"  The  Govern- 
ment of  South  A'meritra,  struggling  to  free  themselves 
from  the  chains  of  oppresnon,  propose  to  consult  toge- 
ther upon  subjects  connected  with  the  mutual  welfare 
and  the  cause  of  free  principles,  and  free  institutions  ge- 
nerally—they  respectfully  solicit  us  to  to  be  present,  toad- 
vise  and  aid  with  our  experience  ami  example.  The  Pre- 
sident proposes  to  accept,  and  submits  the  question  to  bis 
constitutional  advisers,  to  appoint,  or  not.  Ministers  to 
attend.  1  never  entertained  high  expectations  of  the  re- 
sults of  that  meeting,  but  one  reason  assigned  by  the 
President  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  induced  me 
to  vote  for  the  appropriation.  If  it  were  to  decline  to 
act  witli  them,  I  would  have  done  it  by  sending  a  Minis- 
ter for  the  purpose.  In  a  commercial  point  of  vie  w,  the  im- 
portance of  our  presence  there  is  sufficiently  indicated  by 
the  zeal  of  other  powers,  unasked  to  intrude  themselves, 
where  we  were  invited.  But,  had  the  President  refused, 
what  would  have  been — what  would  not  have  been  the 
clamor  against  him  ^  I'he  enemy  of  the  Republics  of  the 
South  ;  the  friend  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  would  have  been 
held  up  for  the  execration  of  this  and  future  ages.  The 
language  of  a  distinguished  politician  of  the  day,  would 
liave  been  verified—**  had  you  taken  \he  other  side,  we 
would  forever  have  prostrated  you." 

Another  accusation  against  the  Executive  is,  that  of  a 
dispotttion  to  continue  the  existing  abuses  in  the  Govern- 
ment. And  of  this  character  has  been  named^e  Milita- 
ry Academy.  In  a  GovernmeRt  like  ours,  resting  upon 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  I  will  not  presume  to  defend 
the  establishment  of  institutions  for  education.  No  !  I  will 
wait  till  the  time  com^  if  here  it  ever  shall  come,  when 
some  great  reformer,  who  would  «  new  vamp  the  Com- 
monwealth," shall,  in  the  language  of  Jack  Cade,  bring 
the  cliai^e  d'lsiinctly  against  our  rulers,  that  they  liave 
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'Mtmitoroinly  earrnpt^  tlie  youth  of  the  realm,  bj  erect> 
iapr  a  gimimiMr  tehool."  Whether  the  dittinguiilied  pa- 
triot who  foanded  it,  or  Congreci,  by  whoie  uimial  ap- 
propriatioftt  it  is  siutained,  can  then  defend  themielTe^ 
■MMt  be  left  hereafter  to  be  determined. 

The  Cham  of  abme  of  appoiatanentsat  tbit  imtitutioa 
retta  not,  if  It  ever  existed,  where,  perhaps,  the  perwn 
ankimr  it  intended  to  strike.  So  far  as  the  present  head 
af  the  War  Departonent  is  concerned,  his  predecessor  had 
Ufcen  sufficient  precaution  to  guard  against  such  misuse 
afpower,  by  anticipatinwthe  appointments  for  the  year 
■ett  SQoeeedini^  his  retirement  ftvro  that  oflioe,  sa  ap. 
prari  bir  Docoanents  voL  4^  lit  Ses«.  19th  Con|r*  ^o.  5. 
Since  that  period  the  appointmenta  have  generally  been 
made  ftom  different  Congressional  Districts,  upon  the  re» 
oanmandationof  the  Members. 

The  catakfue  of  crimes  alleged  agsinst  the  Execu- 
tive aaemi  not  to  have  been  complete  till  they  are  ae- 
cuaed  of  doing  even  legal  acts  with  illegal  motives.  Yes^ 
my  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  IvaiAv]  if 
he  were  to  tiy  them,  he  would  try  them  upon  the  motive— 
his  pardon-— <«  the  quo  animo.**  What  and  where  is  his 
tribunal  f  Will  he  bring  to  os  the  Inquisition,  with  its 
terrors  and  iu  tortures  f    We  are  not  yet  prepared  forit 

The  grave  manner  In  which  the  sUtements  were  made, 
aid  the  high  source  whence  they  come,  are  the  apology, 
and  I  feel  one  is  necessary,  for  a  pasring  comment  upon 
the  allegation  that  the  present  Aoministration  **  is  sup* 
ported  by  Fedemliits'*— *<  is  opposed  by  the  old  Repub* 
ItcansofNew  England.**  Such  remarks  were  made  in 
this  Route— «f  course  were  intended  for  this  House.  But 
does  the  gentleman  flroio  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicxurra]  ad 
mit,  that  his  cause  is  contaminated  by  the  able  support 
of  his  powerful  friend,  [Ifr.  BvcsAitAa}  who,  in  his  re- 
cent addrcM  to  tlie  House,  confciscd  the  fact  of  federal- 
Umf  Will  he  exclude  from  his  communion  his  many  other 
diatlnffvished  coadjutori,  liable  to  tlie  same  objection  f 
And  cToea  he  recollect  that  the  only  vote  ever  yet  given 
to  hta  favourite  candidate.  North  of  the  Hudson,  ^was  given 
by  him  [Mr.BAVUis]  whose  ffavt  political  love  is  now  even 
greater  than  that  to  the  object  of  hia  more  recent  aifec- 

In  the  political  part^  to  which  the  gentleman  aHudes, 
there  have  been  political  desperadoes,  Hotsputa,  uHmsi 
whose  mad  course  required  the  restraints  of  the  good 
aense  of  the  community.  They  opposed  the  Govern- 
ment. What  is  now  done  t  On  this  floor  we  hear  it  de- 
mamled  that  the  Preodent  shall  resign.  But  this  Nation 
does  not  proaoribe,  by  party  names  merely,  whole  classes 
of  Feople-*  among  whom,  in  her  utmost  extremity,  the 
country  found  her  Bayards,  llexten^  and  Grays. 

l*he  grntleman  from  Vii^^inia,  [Mr  RAiraoi.rB]  in  his 
remark  that  the  old  Republicans  of  New  England  are  op- 
posed to  the  Administration,  may  perha[)8  l>e  deceived 
by  th#!  authority  upon  which  he  trusts.  It  is  prol>ably  the 
authority  of  that  individual  whom  he  haa  pronounced 
'*  a  blackguard*'— whom  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Btrcxaviv]  designated  as  a  «•  foul  libeller.'* 
What  other  epithets  the  gentleman  horn  Virginia  may 
think  he  shall  deserve,  he  can  best  judge,  when  he  shsil 
learn  that  the  same  person  is  exhibiting  in  public,  a  real 
or  pretended  letter  o^  approbation  and  compliment,  re- 
ceived, or  pretended  to  be  received,  fVom  the  gentleman 
himseir. 

If  there^e  now,  in  this  cnuntiy,  a  distinction  of  party, 
upon  principle,  it  is  in  the  advocates  and  opponents  of  the 
policy  of  Washington*  His  theory  haa  been  tested  by 
practice— -the  excitements  of  the  moment  are  passed— 
the  age  has  apprm*ed,  and  experience  sanctioned  it.  If 
there  be  now,  in  this  Union,  an  individual  (and  I  hope 
there  is  none)  who,  st  this  day,  shall  say  that  hia  example 
ought  to  be  **  the  guide  of  his  sucoL-aMin^**  then,  from 
that  individual  and  that  party,  I  a-ookl  stand  aloof.     Ye% 


even  the  name  ef  Waihiagton  oaeht  to  tbire  ^mt- 
neas  of  tlmt  rancor  which  is  nousjigtfrcitiiticilsH 
upon  him,  now  no  more,  but  ror  whom  the-cmot^  o^ 
never  have  known  her  Waihingtoa.  Ir.  tta  efoii 
criais^  when  the  nation  wereloolDBg  ia  cTcnfiRdR 
for  a  leader  of  their  forpea,  it  was  John  Adam  ffk«P" 
the  impulse  of  his  own  powerfbl  aad  diNenif  td, 
rose  in  his  place  in  Congress,  andsud,  <«8ir,lNBiirie 
George  Washington,  of  Viiginis,  oooimindcfiKkcL 
But^  nr,  they  have  passed  beyond  llie  w^^^  «* 
or  of  praise.  Uiatory  will  do  justiee  to  ^™'^ 
sccuaers.  My  purpose  has  been  to  notice «««« 
more  prominent  cnarges  made  in  tlui  daMasMpa 
the  prdaent  Executive,  and  I  hope  I  hare  fcttlW^fr 
tention— so  far,  at  leaat,  as  to  have  confined  ii««^ 
matter  of  vindication,  and  to  iiave  sb$tMnedeifl«Ji« 
recriminatien  or  accusation  of  otbetii  Osi  o«  ^ 
ter,  as  well  •§  that  of  the  House  and  thtcotmiy,*" 
to  me  to  demand  aiich  coiine. 

As  I  observed,  on  rising,  my  oiijinsl  «!*«*"^ 
have  moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolutions «««» 
to  prevent  our  attention  from  beinf  dWeited  &• ' 
rent  evil— If  any  exist  in  the  Goverament-flaratf^ 
legishition  here.  Let  us  clear  oor  own  *w*»"f*.  | 
removing  such  *«  beams**  as  obstnict  it,  htm « r 
search  of  *•  motes  **  Let  us  reform  the  ^^f^ 
before  we  get  up  crusades  to  India,  or  the >*•*", 
Pacific,  to  cctrect  matters  of  opiaioA.  A»«*l^ 
tention  muat  convince  us  that  the  power  of  gow««™ 
with  the  House.  ^     .^^ 

The  resolutions,  «a  first  proposed, indKaiw*^ 
upon  the  Clerks  and  Auditors.    After  <«  'Jj^ 
transmutations  to  which  they  have  been  Wj«f  ^ 
have  come  round  again  to  the  Auditon  ind  CJa^ 
surely  is  a  safe,  if  not  a  galbnt  war.    'P^rzl 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Uania]  »3^»f  **'TL 
selves  in  this  inquiry,  all  reform  wiB.of  cjttB^' 
ed.    I  beg  the  gentleman  not  to  eoofcsiw*^'' 
so  estimate  the  principle  and  patriotisoi«tMHCH» 
do  not  think  that  all  our  seal  ouK^I^^'^VtrVW 
hausted  in  a  clamor  againat  Auditors  and  ^'^^^^ .. 
appointment,  compeomition,  and  duties  **J*7.J]|> 
ed.    They  are  men— have  tlie  fe^^'^P.,!  Jkii*  i 
while  d'ischatging,  with  faithrubiessand  sbdiiy.»( 
of  their  station^  deserve  not  such  cpitbeti  a 
foshionable  here  to  beatow  upon  them.  ^^ 

They,  too,  have  a  riglit  to  hoW  us  up  fo  v^r 
And  suppose  they  wese  assembled  and  "'^^Jgj^ 
ment  upon  otir  course,  miglit  they  not  P'^PJ*  Ji  sl* 
which  if  we  would  not,  they  could  esaly  ^'■•*^^",j 
pose  the^  should  say  to  Congress,  ycu  ^"*^^«; 
working  in  our  offic<y  but  six  hoorsa  dajr :  *^^> 
usual  hours  of  meeting  and  a4i<Himinent  *!|^^^ 
portion  of  your  time,  while  in  pretended  "•'rja^- 
ed  to  the  burinesi  of  the  House  ?  Do  ^c^*;  !^» 
all  the  duties  the  pubUc  require  of  us !  Ano^;^^ 
much  ?  Who  fixes  our  compcnsstioo  .'  j"^^  ^< 
additional  perquisites?  To  what  purposes  d^J^y,;. 
the  sUtionery  of  Government  i  and,  with  h  €a»  ^.,, 
article  of  cutler}',  so  important  io^««^  ^^^) 
country. 

This  II  ,  ,  . 
ask  us,  Wliat  is  your  mode  of  legislalio.. .  -  j^^- 
not  improve  that,  soss  to  secure  a  more  prW  ^^: 
fill  discharge  of  Uie  business  of  the  ^^Pyliep- 
cUimants  stand  knocking^at  ya«rdoor-wWr  .^J|f 
tion  upon  the  great  intrresfs  of  the  oountiy  a »  ^^  ^ 
what  are  you  doing  ?  Arc  you  not  conreru«Ji«^.. 
into  a  mere  ••Court  House  yard"— /* » cio»^^. 


of  cutler}',  so  important  in  some  se^, 
y,  do  you  not  consent  to  pocket  the  «*?J^> 
I  they  pass,  as  too  small  «:ame.  But  '»«l"    '^o 
,  WUt  is  your  mode  of  legislation     Aw   ^, 

M/%V«   *k«tft       AM  AA  In   ^MIV»  S  mOfe  prompt  .     « .  ; 


into  a  mere  "court  nouse  yara-       *    '-hii*»r 
stump*'— from  which  to  address  eleciioneenoj",.^. 
to  your  constituents  ?    Sucli  impuution  *e  \^ 
naiitly  deny,  with  aa  much  confidence  to  we  cwj-^^. 
There  is  a  remedy;  to  avoid  evea  the  ^^ 
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_  l>t  at  overCurn  thete  tAtdet^wht^b^  fof  the  tp^ 
;>voprmte  duties  of  legitktion,  have  no  more  fight  here 
tlmAfi  the  tables  of  the  monej^chengen  in  Temples  ofRe- 
Linofli.  I>t  us  drire  fh>m  the  House  that  Post  Office, 
vhich,  in  the  bf^^ge  of  a  distinguished  editor,  gives 
^Hia  Hall  **  the  appearance  of  a  iolding-room  to  an  im- 
Kvaenne  newspaper  establishment/'  All  the  present  ac* 
eommodntions  may  be  had  by  distributing  the  documents 
ai.^  our  lodgings  where  they  may  be  examined,  instead  of 
^lals  place,  where  they  are  not 

But  m  greater  reform  than  any  contempbted  by  these 
renolutiona,  or  which  can  result  Irom  them,  may  be  ef- 
fected in  our  mode  of  appropriations.  At  a  former  session 
or  Conifrefls^  I  submitted  resolutions^  which  will  be  found 
At  page  118,  of  the  Journal,  proposing,  generally,  a  re- 
ference of  the  estimates  to  the  committees  upon  the  dif- 
ferent subjects,  whose  reports,  if  approved  by  the  Houae, 
abould  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Wavsand  Means, 
with  the  estimates.    The  session  closed  berore  the  sub- 
ject could  be  acted  upon  f  but  1  rejoice  to  6nd  the  prin- 
eiple  adopted,  in  part,  by  a  reaolotion  of  that  committee, 
recently  reported.    Projecu  for  reform,  however,  which 
promise  any  good  result,  in  any  shape,  and  from  any  quar- 
ter, shall  have  my  support. 

Mr.  8MTTH,  of  Viigtnia  said :   The  frentleman  who 
haa  just  taken  his  seat  deprecates  Inquiry «  and  seems  to 
to  consider  it  an  injury  to  subject  the  Administration  to 
an  inauiry  into  their  conduct.^    8ir»  no  Administration 
ahouM  complain  of  inquiry.    The  conduct  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  and  Andrew  Jackson  underwent  rigid  inquiries 
in  tliis  House  i  and  no  other  man  or  set  of  men  should 
claim  to  be  exempt  from  mquiry.      This  is  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation,  and  none  are  above  its  examina- 
tion. 
'.        The  gentleman  said  the  Constitution  contains  an  ample 
security  against  abuses  by  tlie  Executive.    It  provides 
that  no  money  shiU  be  drawn  ftom  the  Treasury  but  by 
'     appropriations  made  by  law.    But  it,  by  the  power  to  ap- 
I      ponit  members  of  Congress  to  office,  an  undue  influence 
'      is  obtained  over  this  b<My,  and  large  sums  of  money  shall 
be  appropriated  by  law,  and  expended  lavishly,  without 
a  particubr  speciflcation  of  the  objects  for  whieh  it  has 
been  expended,  there  will  be  no  security  against  abuses 
In  the  expenditure  of  public  money.    Tlie  gentlenun 
has  said,  that  the  Preaident  is  a  man  of  most  unostenta- 
tieus  mannerib  and  we  are  warned  not  to  prostrate  those 
to  wliom  the  nation  is  indebted  for  aH  the  elevation  it  has 
to  boast    It  seems,  then,  that  we  are  to  consider  the 
President  as  one  of  those  to  whom  the  nation  is  iiidebteil 
for  all  the  elevation  it  lias  to  boaaL      That  chum  I  will 
examine. 

It  is  contended  that  inquiry  is  unnecessaiy,  as  the  Ad- 
ministration have  the  confidence  of  the  People.  Sir,  I 
deny  that  the  People  have  ever  given  their  confidence  to 
the  President.  They  have  pre^red  another,  who  is  enti- 
tled to  their  confidence.  The  President  wss  not  elected 
by  Uie  People  i  nor  by  Electors  chosen  by  them  to  give 
their  rotes.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Representatives  of 
the  People,  exercising  their  own  discretion. 

[Here  Mr.  WHIPPLE  rose  to  order.  Me  considered 
that  it  WIS  not  in  order,  in  a  debate  on  this  subject^  to  go 
into  the  liistory  of  t  he  Presidential  election.  The  S PEA- 
K&R  decided  that  tite  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  in  or- 
der. Mr.  WHIPPLE  appealed  to  the  House  i  but  sub* 
leqttenily  withdrew  his  appeal.] 

Sir,  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  People  expressed  their 
ovrn  opinions,  and  did  not  expreas  the  opinions  of  the  Peo* 
pic.  Uy  a  tiatemeiit  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  made  by 
another,  but  which  1  suppose  to  be  correct,  it  appears  that 
of  the  votes  of  the  People,  Genera]  Jacxson  received  153^ 
634 1  Mr.  Adams,  105,205  i  and  Mr.  Crawford,  47,665— 
to  thit  General  Jackson  received  more  votes  of  the  Peo* 
pis  tbsn  Miv.  Adams  and  Mr.  Crawford  united— of  the 


Electors  chosen  by  the  People,  Jackson  had  84,  and  Ad* 
ams  48  i  while,  of  tlie  Electors  chosen  by  State  Legiala- 
tures,  Adams  had  3^  and  Jackson  15— the  whole  nom* 
her  of  Electors  for  Jackson  being  99,  and  for  Adams  84^ 
In  five  States  General  Jackson  received  30  Electmsal 
vote%  while  only  7  were  given mgainst  him  (yet,  those  five 
States,  by  their  Representatives  on  this  floor,  voted 
minst  him.  The  Electors  are  chosen  to  express  the  vote 
of  the  People,  to  do  which  they  are  pledged.  The  Repre« 
sentatives  consider  themselves  at  liberty  to  exercise  their 
own  judgment  Had  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
given  the  same  vote  which  the  Electors  of  those  nve 
States  gave,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  people^  Qen* 
eral  Jackaon  would  h<ive  been  elected  President.  He 
would  then  have  had  twelve  Statea  (  and  their  can  be  no 
doubt  that  another  of  the  States  which  voted  for  Mr. 
Crawford,  would  ultimately  liave  voted  for  him.  Sir,  the 
People  did  not  elect  Mr  Adams^  although  he  is  Preaident 
by  the  forms  of  the  Constitution. 

[Mr.  WHIPPLE  again  rose,  and  asked  the  SrsAKxa,  if 
the  spentleman  [Mr.  S.]  was  in  order.  The  SPEAKER  re- 
plied,'that  the  gentlenutn  from  Virgin  w  was  in  order  i  that 
a  wide  range  liad  been  allowed  in  the  debate,  and  it  was 
not  Tor  him  to  foresee  whst  application  the  gentleman 
from  VirginU  would  make  of  his  remarks.] 

Let  us  examine  the  public  life  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  see 
if  be  is  so  eminently  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion, that  it  is  wrong  to  make  an  inquiry  into  his  Adminis* 
tration.  Passing  over  the  writings  of  Mr.  Adams,  bearing 
the  signature  of  Publicolat  in  answer  to  Paine*s  Rights  of 
Man,  which  first  brought  Mr.  Adams  into  notice  <  let  us 
accompany  him  into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
There  we  find  that  he  voted  against  Uking  possession  of 
Louisiana,  and  every  meaaure  proposed  concerning  that 
Territoiy—  even  againai  making  roads  through  the  Indian 
country  to  New  Orleans.  We  next  find  him  one  of  a 
Conmiittee  of  three  membersb  who  brought  in  a  bill  to 
suspend  the  writ  ofhabea9  eotpu9i  (a  measure  of  which 
a  good  deal  has  been  said  \)  a  measure  which  would  have 
ei^ngered  your  liberty,  and  mine,  and  that  of  every 
man  in  the  country,  from  Maine  to  Georgia  \  and  for  wh^ 
cause  ?  Because  a  despicable  riot  or  rout  had  occurred 
on  the  Mississippi,  which  the  constables  were  sufficient  to 
have  put  down.  Yea,  Mr.  Adams  concurred  in  an  at- 
tempt to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeoM  eorpui  /  not  in  a  be- 
leaguered town  \  not  in  the  case  of  an  individual  who  ex- 
cited mutiny  i  but  to  suspend  it  as  to  the  whole  Nation. 
These  are  some  ol  the  services  which  it  seems  have  made 
Mr.  Adams  the  choice  of  the  RepresenUtives  of  tlmt  quar* 
ter  of  the  Union  ! 

Let  iM  now  examine  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Ad- 
ams as  a  Foreign  Minister.  He  went  to  Portugsl  i  what 
did  he  do  there  >  Nothing.  To  Prussia  i  what  did  he  do 
there?  Nothing.  To  Ruasiai  what  there  ?  Nothing 
To  Ghent  t  there  we  must  give"  him  credit  for  one  fifth 
part  of  the  negotiation.  But  other  Ministers  say  that  Mr. 
Adams  proposed  to  cede  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  enemy.  Sir,  the  Miaissippi  rises  and  runs 
its  course  in  the  territory  of  the  United  SUtes  <  and  our 
Ministers  might,  with  as  much  propriety,  have  ceded  to 
the  British  the  free  navigation  of  the  Potomac  Conai. 
der  what  would  have  been  the  consequences  had  tlie  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  been  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 
You  could  not  then  have  stopped  their  ships  at  New  Or- 
leans, or  any  other  port,  or  place.  Your  country  would 
have  been  inundated  with  goods  from  the  Mississippi, 
which  had  paid  no  duties*  and  thus  our  revenue  bws  would 
be  defraudtd.  The  Indisns  would  have  been  suppli- 
ed with  goods^  and  their  tmde  engrossed.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  ijmt  we  luive  not  yet  been  favored  with  the 
development's^  promised  to  be  given  at  some  propitious 
time,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  open  day  snd  secret 
night  of  the  negotiators  at  Ghent.     This  proposition 
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does  not  mantfeit  eminent  wisdom  on  the  fiatt  of  Mr. 
Adams. 

The  next  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr.  Adams,  which  I  shall 
notice,  Is  the  treaty  with  Spain.  In  that  treaty,'  Mr.  Ad- 
ams relinquishtd  to  the  Spanish  Crown  the  esfeUMive  Pro- 
rinee  of  Texas,  alihou|^  Don  Onis,  the  Spanish  Minister, 
in  a  book  published  by  him,  has  admitted  that  the  coun- 
tiy  thus  surrendered  belonged  to  the  United  States.  I 
will  next  come  to  the  treaty  made  by  the  eminent  nej^- 
Uator,  with  France.    That  treaty  contains  the  following 

S revisions  :  The  manufactures  and  produce  of  France, 
nported  in  French  Tessels,  pay  in  the  United  States  fi 
75  additional  duty  b^  the  ton  of  merchandise,  more  than 
if  imported  in  American  vessels,  while  the  manufactures 
and  produce  of  the  United  States,  imported  into  France 
in  American  vessels,  pay  there  a  similar  additional  doty  ; 
but  in  fixing  wliat  shall  be  the  ton  of  merchandise,  a  bale 
of  French  silk»  of  the  content  of  50  cubic  feet,  which  will 
weigh  1,100  lbs.  and  be  worth  4^400  dolUra,  is  a  ton  { 
while  a  bale  of  cotton,  weigliing  S04  lbs.  and  wortli  80 
dollars,  is  a  ton,  and  pays  an  equal  extra  duty  with  such 
a  bale  of  ttlk  ;  so  a  bale  of  French  broad  cloth  weighing 
950  lbs.  and  worth  3,600  dollars,  will  pay  no  more  of  this 
extra  duty  than  such  a  bale  of  cotton.  I  will  add,  that 
tliese  estimates  of  weight  and  value  of  the  French  produc- 
tions were  made  by  a  Collector  of  the  Revenue. 

Passing  from  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Adams,  as  a  nego6alor 
of  treaties,  we  find  him  in  the  Presidential  cliair,  by  the 
election  of  the  Representatives  in  Congress.  I  wHI  sav 
nothing  of  the  doctrines  contained  in  his  inaugural  Ad- 
dress, and  Message,  which  have  already  been  comment- 
ed on  by  others.  I  will  ask  if  any  thing  is  more  likely 
to  prove  dangerous  to  the  riglits  and  liberties  of  the 
People,  than  making  the  press  venal  ?  Considering  the 
Importance  of  the  press,  its  influence  in  forming  public 
opinion,  it  may  be  exceedingly  dangerous  to  virtue. 
Why  has  not  the  press  been  leff  perfectly  free  and  unin- 
fluenced ?  Has  Ihere  not  been  an  effort  made  by  the  Ad- 
ministration to  bring  the  press  under  influence  ?  Have 
the  judgments  of  those  intelligent  men  who  direct  the 
press  been  left  unbisssed  ?— 

[Here  Mr.  WHIPPLE  interpose^l,  and  called  Mr. 
Smtth  to  order,  and  wished  to  know  if  it  was  in  order 
to  discuss  the  liberty  of  the  presi  on  the  question  before 
the  House. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  not  out  of  order.  The  application  and  bearing  of  the 
remarks  to  the  question  under  consideration,  he  prestim- 
ed  the  gentleman  intended  to  sliow. 

Mr.  SMYTH  said,  in  an  under  tone,  but  so  as  to  be 
heard  over  a  considerable  part  of  the  House,  **  He  cannot 
possibly  be  sober  {"  some  other  member,  near  Mr.  Skttb, 
said,  **  He  certainly  must  be  drunk." 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  again  rose ;  when, 

Mr.  SMYTH  called  him  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  required  both  members  to  take  their 
seats. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Kentucky,  then  said,  I  call  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  order :  he  has  openly  offered  to  a 
member  of  this  House  a  gross  personal  insult. 

The  CHAIR  inmtired  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
to  what  he  alluded,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  insulted  any  member  of  the 
House } 

Mr.  CLARK  replied,  by  his  saying  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampsnire  is  not  sober. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  said,  that  if  such  a  remark  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whilst  upon  the' 
floor,  and  addressing  the  House,  it  was  not  only  a  viobi- 
tion  of  order,  but  a  high  indignity  offered  to  the  House 
itself«  The  Chair  certainly  heard  no  such  remark,  or  he 
should  have  enforced  its  authority. 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  North  Carolina  rose,  and  said  the 


gentleman  had  made  the  remark,  not  for  the  hx, 
but  only  to  the  gentlemen  sitting  nesr  htm. 

Mr.  CLARK  :  Then  the  gentleman sdmitetlicM 
I  call  him  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  again  repeated,  that  if  sufihi  rcriA 
had  been  made,  it  was  a  violation  of  order  and  h0lr» 
decorous.  If  the  Chair  had  heard  it,  he  shoald  tan 
promptly  interposed,  and  not  only  have  ciIW  tfcenea- 
ber  to  order,  but  wouM  not  have  permitted  Into  p 
ceed,  without  the  assent  of  the  House.  Butundi^ 
mark  had  reached  the  ear  of  the  Sraixii.  HecMHiCs 
therefore,  pronounce  the  gentleman  from  Virpffl«t« 
Older,  for  remarks  not  made  on  the  floor,  orisofciw 
the  House. 

Mr.  CLARK  asked  if  the  gentleman  wisto  prseai 
— l\e  had  openly  accused  a  member  of  the  Haae»o 
intoxication*^nd  he  wished  to  know  whttcwrsewi^ 
be  pursued,  towards  a  member  so  viobtisg  tbe  «l«!rJ 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that,  if  the  gendcm-J  i^ 
Kentucky  wished  to  proceed  with  the  qscjiiw  rf  «2* 
Cfi»r  disorderly  words  apoken)he  must  reduce  Ok  »» 
smd  to  have  been  uttered  by  the  gentlcmin  m  K 
nia,  to  writing ! 

Mr.  CLARK  replied,  I  will  do  so;indii  theyiR^ 
nied,  I  wia!i  lo  understand  what  will  be  tbeccsK 
proceeding. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  to  the  MnUeiMBfi*'^ 
tucky,  that  he  might  reduce  the  words  to  wiiw>gi»^^ 
serve  any  further  proceeding  upon  thcaibjectn*^ 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  concluded  h'tti?««^ 

Mr.  CLAltK  declined  doing  so,  w«Jwd,fetfl'* 
dttMdto  act  as  he  now  did,  because^ilwoajsj^ 
stated  the  fact  to*the  Chair,  thcSwAmWJ^ 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  gcntleiimn  fa<  ^^ 
harl  used  any  sach  language,  thereby  impeifH* 
racity  in  the  aitseKion.  _^  ^  i 

The  SPEAKER  rose  and  addressed  the  *•«•  J  ' 
dischumed-  any  intention  to  impeach  the  ^^^  ^, 


gentleman  from  Kentucky,  or  wound  ]Aik^^ 
remark  which  he  hati  made  did  not  justify  juff^^ 
pretation.    His  respect  for  the  ehsrsctcroftwF':. 


and  the  House)  forbad  it.  He  had  «t»*«*.*^S^  i 
a  justification  of  his  own  conduct  in  not  ™*«n^t-i  j 
he  had  heard  no  such  remark  from  the  gentfcw' 

Virginia.  If  he  had,  he  should  w**"*"?^^ 
order ;  and  hold  the  member  responsible.  "*%p 
extremely,  the  unpleasant  character  whicb  we 

had  assumed,  and  had  used  every  effort  ^rTi^ 
prerent  it ,  and  to  preserve  the  order  snd  dip»?  v. 
House.  He  hoped  all  excitement  would  ccj»j^ 
sired  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  jn«g'';,«^g 

Mr.  COULTER  said,  the  gentleman  ^^]j^^. 
been  repeatedly  interrupted  while  "P^^'"^    jj^' 
this  would  not  be  suffered  to  take  pitcc  *K»"' 
a  proper  and  parfiamentary  manner.  ^t,i 

Mr.  SMYTH  said,  that  hcbadmadcnojicn^j.. 
addressed  to  the  House,  or  in  »"/ P*5a  1,««*^^ 
was  spoken  aside,  and  in  consequence  of  tticsss  ^^,^ 
the  same  effect,  of  several  gentlemen  »«*',  ^(o,e,i- 
had  no  purpose  of  violating  the  order  of  "'J  ,  j,;;; 
if  be  had  done  so,  he  prayed  the  Housetoptf«    ^^ 

Mr.  SMYTH  then  resumed.  An  ordcrhtf  Det  ^^, , 
fore  us,  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuj  ^^.^ 
lector  at  Philadelphia,  directing  him  ^^P".';"J|e«»•^' 
tionery  necessary  for  his  office  from  a  eerum  ^^ 
a  newspaper.  Why  was  not  the  CoUw^f' '"  ,^- 
Phihidelphio,  allowed  to  purchase  the  stirfiow^^^pp,. 
for  his  office  from  whom  he  pleased  ?  /  "«  ^ 
the  desire  of  the  Administrstion  to  i*""^  Iert^'i' 
der  its  influence.  Another  able  editor  wsi.  ^^^ ,, 
bearer  of  despatches.  Why,  of  »"  **  "'^l  ,)flv 
jion,  WS9  an  editor  of  a  newspaper,  vw  "'S^ 
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»e  found  at  his  de9k»  selected  m  the  bearer  of  despatches 
<3  Buenoa  Ayres  ?  He  did  not  carry  the  despatches,  but 
rfte  ia  allowed  to  retain  the  money.  He  sent  then,  it  is 
99k\6f  by  the  captsin  of  a  ship,  who  might  as  well  have  re- 
lieved them  at  first.  I  admit  that  although  he  did  not 
make  the  voyage  to  Buenos  Ayres,  he  has  the  same  right 
t  o  retaiii  the  compensation  that  Mr.  Adams  has  to  retain 
tlie  1,500  dollars  which  he  received  for  a  journey,  which 
he  never  performed,  from  Ghent  to  9t.  Petersburgh.  It  ik 
notorious  that  the  printing  of  the  laws  has  beeil  taken  fVom 
several  editors  of  papers,  and  transferred  to  others.  Thb 
sffiews  that  the  adminiatntion  are*  unwilling' to  leave  the 
I>re88  free.  I^t  the  People  support  such  papers  as  they 
please.  But  let  not  ttie  money  of  the  people  be  given 
by  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  such  editors  of  newspa- 
pers as  win  consent  to  support  the  AdiBinistrstion,  right 
<»  wrong. 

An  able  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, [Mr. SaaaxAST] 
eonsiders  the  patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Administra- 
tion as^  rather  an  injury  than  a  benefit  to  them.     The 
Administration  do  not  seem  to  think  so  ;  they  are  willing 
to  increase  this  patronage.    The  laws  entrusi^to  the  Post- 
master General  the  power  to  appoint  the  deputy  Post- 
masters.    During  a  former  Administration,  When  the  of- 
fice at  Albany  was  vacant,  the  President  refused  to  inter- 
fere in  making  the  appointment.     Wheif'the  office  at 
Nashville  was  vacant,  during  the  present  Admihistratios, 
I  undersUnd  that  the  President  made  the  selection  of  a 
deputy  Postmaster,  and  not  the  Postmaster  General.    Sir, 
there  is  manifestly  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, to  increase  the  number  of  its  appointments 
and  thus  to  extend  its  influence.    I  will  say  nothing  of 
the  Panama  mission  which  has  been  noticed  by  oUier 
gentlemen.    1  speak  of  appointments  of  officers  of  the 
Navy.     And  here  I  may  be  permitted  to  sav,  that,  if  there 
'    are  any  members  of  this  House  moi^  firiendly  to  the  Navy 
'     tlian  I  am,  the^  are  ver^  few.     Many  more  appointments 
than  the  service  required  have  recently  been  made  of 
'     Lieutenants  and  Midshipmen,  and  these  appointments  are 
'     sill  gY^ing  on.     ft  seems,  by  the  Register  furnished  us, 
that,  when  it  was  made  out,  there  wet^  143  Midshipmen 
who  had  not  received  their  warrtnts  \  69  appointments 
bear  date  during  the  last  year ;  yet,'  by  the  estimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,'  there  are  now  unemployed, 
and  returned  as  "waiting  orders,'*  13  Captains,  7  Master 
Commandants,  111  LieutenHsp^llS  Surgebns,  11  Surgeons* 
Mate.*,  8  Pursers,  85  Midshipmen,  '3  Carpenters,  and  1 
Sailmaker  ;  and  on  furlough,>3  Lieutetiants^  3  Surgeons' 
Mates,  and  1  Midshipman.    Those  "waiting  oVdcrs"  and 
doing  nothing, ,  are  in  the  receipt/of  their  fUll  pay  and 
emoluments,  amounting  to  $165,097'  50  cents  \  those  on 
furlough  receive  11,833    75j:ent8— in  all,  1166,930  25 
cents,  which  sum  is  paid  to  officers  of  thi  Navy,  annually, 
who  are  rendering  no  services.     1  ask,  »ir,  when  there 
are  85  Midshipmen,  and  111  Lieutenants  unemployed, 
what  can  be  the  object  of  making  so  many  new  appoint- 
ments, unless  it  be  to  extend  the  mfiUtence  of  the  Admin- 
istralion  by  patronage  ?  •...-' 

Let  us  now  consider  some  of  the  political  opinions 
which  have  been  expressed  by  Mr.  Adams.  In  a  letter 
written  by  him  to  Levit  Harris,  in  1814,  what  did  he^ 
whom  the  Government  had  fostered  And  cherished  more 
than  any  otlier  man  in  the  United  States,  say  of  the  Go- 
vernment }  He  said  at  tliat  trying  time,  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  weak.  Is  this  true  '  Sir,  I  t^collect  to 
have  seen  many  years  since  in  print,  afi  assertion  made 
by  a  distinguished  member  of  Congress  [Mr.  Sedgewick] 
to  thi^  effect  \  he  said  that  the  Government  has  power, 
y  the  Constitution,  to  take  every  man  in  the  nation  by  a 
uiilitia  law,  and  make  him  a  soldier  (  and  to  take  every 
cent  of  money  in  the  nation,  by  laws  imposing  taxes. 
This  claim  of  power  appeared  to  me  to  be  enormous ; 


Government  did  possess  this  power.  Can  this  Govern- 
ment, possessing  such  powers,  be  said  to  be  weak  ?  As 
this  Government  possesses  these  powers,  and  also  rests  on 
the  affections  of  the  People,  what  other  Government  is 
so  strong  f  Perhaps  Mr.  Adams  meant,  that,  ahhongh 
the  Government  possesses  all  these  powers,  it  is  not  suffi- 
ciently stable,  because  here  is  no  hereditary  power.  Per- 
haps he  entertains  opinions,  expressed!  by  another  distin- 
guished individual,  who  said  that,  **And  if  I  should  un- 
dertake to  say  that  there  never  wasagood€«overnment 
in  the  world,  that  did  not  consist  of  the  three  simple 
species  of  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  democracy,  I 
think  I  may  nnake  it  ^ood.**  Again :  «*  I  shall  show  that 
a  nobility  or  gentry,  in  a  popular  Government,  not  over- 
balancing it,  is  the  very  life  and  soul  of  it."  And  again  : 
*'  Prom  this  example  as  from'  all  others,  it  appeared  that 
there  can  be  no  Government-  of  laws  without  a  balance, 
and  that  there  can  be  no  balance  without  three  orders, 
and  that  even  three  orders  can  never  balance  each  other, 
unless  each  in  its  department  is  independent  and  abso* 
i..t*  **    Is  this  the  kind  of  strength  winch  Mr.  Adams  de- 


lute." 


When  the 


sires  that  the  Government  should  ^ 
Government  already  possesses  unlimited  power  to  get 
men  and  money,  would  he  add  the  stability  of  hereditary 
power  ? 

Mr  .Adams  also  said  that  the  Government  is  penyrious. 
What  reason  had  .he  to  say  the  Government  was  penu- 
rious }  I  find,  in  one  line  of  the  documents^  tbst  Mr« 
Adams  received  from  the  Govemment,as  a  Foreign  Minis- 
ter, $119,000;  and  this  is' not  near  the  whole  of  the 
amount  which  he  received.  When  Mr.  Adams  consider- 
ed as  penurious  the  Government  which  m^df  such  allow- 
ances as  are  found  here,  [exhibiting  a  volume  of  the  docu- 
ments] what  can  the  gentleman  consider  as  liberal  and 
just }  lie  considers  these  immense  sum«  as  only  provmg 
that  the  Government  is  penurious.  Is  not  this  sufficient 
to  teach  the  People  to  be  on  their  guards  and  to  hcdd  him 
to  a  strict  accountability  } 

'  I  will  not  add  any  thing  to  what  has  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buchahah]  as  to  the 
receipt  and  retention  of  #4^500  for  an  outfit,  more  tlian 
was  allowed  by  law,  and  of  il,500  received  for  a  journey 
never  performed.  In  a  Court  of  Law  he  would,  bv  the 
verdict  of  a  Jury,  have  been-  compelled  to  refund  the 
money.  The  sending  of  the  money  by  Mr.  Monroe  did 
not  ^ve  Mr.  Adams  a  right  to  it,  unless  the  biw  allowed  it 
to  him.  It  was  »  mistake ;  afwl  the  mone^  should  have 
been  refunded.  When  such  were  the  habits  of  extortion 
of  Mr.  Adams,  when  in  an  inferior  station,  it  is  the  more 
necessary,  when  he  has  come  to  the  Government,  that  he 
should  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability.  Considering 
that  the  president  was  not  elected  by  the  People,neither  , 
a  negative  nor  even  a  good  Administration  should  recon- 
cile them  to  the  maitner  in  which  he  came  into  power. 

Frequent  allusions  have  been  made,  in  this  debate,  to 
the  distinguished  man  opposed  to  Mr.  Adams.  An  ad- 
dress from  a  Convention  held  in  Kiclinlond  has  been  in- 
troduced, and  partly  reail,  on  this  floor,  which  contains 
several  assertions,  which  I  am  pleased  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  contradict.  In  this  address,  it  is  said  6f  Gene* 
ral  Jackson,  that  he  filled,  successively,  for  very  short 
periocls,  sundry  enumerated  offices.  The  gentleman 
fx>m  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ssboeant}  drew  a  comparison 
between  the  services,  in  civil  Government,  of  General 
Washington  and  General  Jackson,  the  object  of  which 
seemed  to  be,  to  shew,  that  General  Washington,  before 
he  came  to  the  r residential  Chair,  had  great  experience 
in  civil  Government,  and,  thereby,  was  qualified  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  President  \  leaving  it  to  be  inferred, 
that  General  Jackson  had  not  that  experience,  and, 
therefore,  was  not  qualified  to  discharge  those  duties. 
Sir,   General  Washington   had  been  a  member  of  the 


but)  on  reflection,  I  found  that  1  could  not  deny  that  the  ]  House  of  Burgesses }  a  member  of  the  Congress  of 
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IfTSt  one  nonth)  •  member  of  the  Federal  GonvenlioiH 
four  moiithf.  In  these  ntiietioiMb  I  pretume  that  he  ne* 
wer  made  a  motion  or  deUvered  an  Moment.  It  wm 
•  not  by  esperience  in  either*  or  all  of  these  Mtuationt^ 
that  General  Washington  became  qoaliied  to  pievde 
over  the  United  Statet.  General  Jackson  has  been  a 
member  of  the  State  Convention  of  Tennessee  i  a  anem- 
ber  of  the  General  Assembly  i  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Rcpresentatires,  and  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  United 
States  I  Attorney  General  of  Tennessee,  and  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  tix  year%  (no  veiy  short  period  i) 
afterwards  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States* 
a  second  time.  So  that,  as  to  experienee  in  civil  go- 
vemmenty  that  of  Genersl  Jackson  is  as  ten  to  one 
greater  than  that  of  General  Waahington,  before  be  be- 
came Prendent  of  the  U.  States.  Far  be  it  from  me>  sir» 
to  attempt  to  elevate  Qen.  Jackson  above  Gen.  Washing* 
ton  I  but»  it  was  not  experience  in  dvil  goTemment  that 
quaKfied  him  to  preside  over  the  United  States.  It  was 
in  commanding,  during  seven  years,  the  Armiea  of  the 
United  States,  that  he  acquired  experience,  and  showed 
his  fitness  to  gorenu 

It  hss  been  said  that  Genera^  Jackson  abandoned  the 
cml  Mtuation  hi  which  he  had  been  placed  $  that  he 
quitted  Congress  in  1798.     General  Jackson  wss  in  the 
Senate,  in  a  small  minority,  where  his  efforts  were  use- 
less.    At  the   mme  time,  by  the  mme  cause,  James 
Madison  wss  driven  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  went  into  the  State  Legislature.    Charles  J.  Fox  re- 
tired from  Parliament,  when  he  found  bis  efforU  hopeless. 
The  document  I  have  mentioned,    (Address  of  tlie 
AdaOM  Conrentlon  at  Richmond)  Ghar^pes  General  Jack- 
son with  **  the  arrest,  trial,  and  execution,  of  six  militia^ 
men,  who  were  guilty  of  no  other  offence  than  the  asicr- 
t ion,  of  their  lawfol  riirht  to  return  home,  after  their  le- 
gal term  of  service  hau  expired."    This  chuae  contains 
fidsehooda.    It  is  not  true  that  General  Jackson  srrest- 
ed  these  militiamen  {  nor  is  it  true,   that  their  only  of- 
fence Was  desiring  to  go  home,  after  their  term  of  seh 
▼ice  had  expired;    Their  term  of  service  had  not  ex- 
pired.   In  a  letter  from  Oovcmor  Biount,  to  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  War,  written  in  the  Autumn  of  1814,  is  thb 
clause:  **  This  is  mentioned, with  a  view  of  giving  to  you 
all  the  iaformation  possessed  here,  of  troops  in  service 
from  this  State*  (as  you  hare  hitely  come  into  the  War 
Department,)  and,  in  addition  to  the  abov«  i^entioned, 
there  Is  in  service  from  tliis  State,  IjOOO  men,  at  the 
poaH  in  the  Creek  country.    They  were  called  out  for 
six  months,  and  have  nearly  three  months  yet  to  serve. 
But,  independent  of  these,  there  »  now  3,500  militia  of 
this  State  in  service,  under  a  requisition  from  the  War 
Department  of  the  4th  July.''    Ttie  six  men  did  net 
belong  to  this  last  body,  for  they  were  mustered  Into  ser^ 
vice  in  June,  for  six  months. 

[Mr.  BURGES  here  inquired  from  what  document  the 
gentleman  had  read  ? 

Mr.  SMYTH  said,  that  the  paper  from  which  he  had 
been  reading,  was  copied  from  one  of  the  documents 
before  the  military  committee,  which  had  been  transmit* 
ted  from  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  il 
was  in  order  for  a  member  to  read  in  the  Hoese,  from  do* 
cuments  which  were  before  a  committee,  and  on  which 
that  committee  were  lo  report  to  the  House  ' 
The  SPEAKER  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 
Mr.  SMYrH  said  he  btood  corrected  I 
Sir,  it  is  not  because  that  Gen.  Jackson  is  a  military  man, 
that  he  Is  objectionable  in  the  eves  of  some  men»     lie 
was  taken  up  by  the  People,  and  it  is  <^n  the  People  he 
rests,  and  not  on  the  aristocracy  of  the  country.     He  is 
the  democratic  candidate.    I  speak  not  with  reference  to 
former  parties.    I  mean  that  he  is  the  candidate  of  the 
People.  '  I 


I  wUl  BOW  come  to  the  conndentisn  of  opoiiiRi 

and  retrenchment.    John  A.  King  received  MOO  tin 

besides  bis  saUry,  for  staying  8  or  9  weeks  is hsUni 

at  London  land  this  conttary  tothettsigeof  ftcGera 

ment,  which  is  to  allow  an  outfit  to  tboie  vko  are  c» 

missioned  as  Charge  desAiraire8fb«t,1lr.KiBg,nIa 

deistand.  and  as  has  been  stated  in <AO^^^>^^|?f 

was  oommiasioned  Charg£  des  AflSiiresby  the  Prh^ 

As  to  the  billiard  table,  puichamdasaptft  d^wt 

ture  of  the  President's  house,  if  preoedeatibljeesfr 

dered  a  iustificatlon,  I  think  the  Presideatm/bejoti^ 

ed.     A  fofiner  President  hsd arcong  the  hm^^» 

house,  a  csrrisgv  and  horses  <  then,  vb]rih<»Ui^ 

present  President  be  aUowed,  as  a  part  ortowa^ 

fumiture,  chessmen  and  a  billisrd  table  ?     ^^ 

As  to  the  pn^osed  redaction  of  the  pty  ^J^^ 

Congress  i  it  It  is  proposed  to  reduce  tbe  can^cam 

of  memben  of  Goagrtm,  Hesds  of  Depmao^  « 

other  officers  of  the  Government,  is  the  wte  «  w»P» 

tion  6nt  given  to  each,  I  have  no  objectiw  to  the » 

sure.    If  It  is  proposed  to  reduce  tlie  c<"°P^'tJ 

members  of  Congress,  without  a  redoctioa,  «s>Vl^ 

of  the  saUriea  of  Heads  of  Departmenti  ml «  ^ 

olasfosofofficers,  I  protest  against  it  lt>*°'S^ 

d^rade,  in  their  compensation  tbeinisediate  f^ 

tatives  of  the  People.    The  ooropeneirtioii » »«^' 

Congress  for  a  session  of  four  moirthi,  will  ^^f^^ 

besides  his  travelling  charges ;  thst  iib  "^  ^  '^^ 

of  salaiy  allowed  to  clerics  of  the  tewe*  P^; 

public  offices.     Money  hss  tnflaence ;  and,  if  nt^ 

Congress  are  paid  too  low  a  compemitiooi  wjf^ 

offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive,  ^^^'^Jm 

members  of  thb  House,  and  the  isflaei^Jl^ 

dent  will  thus  be  increased  to  the  <hui|rera v<^. 

denoe  of  this  body.     Even  at  the  ?f^^^^^ 

sation,  members  of  Congress  have  been  ft»«'    ^ 

the  offices  of  Collector,  Receiver,  Regiitcr,  Dep 

master,  Indian  Agent,  &c  „^ 

Tlie  best  rule  for  reform  will  be,  not  to  ^a^^  . 

ful  service.    Where  the  office  is  not  ^^^^"^ij^. 

down,and  let  the  officers reUtned  worit.  ^}^\: 

taiy  Academy,  I  a-oukl  not  touch  the instituUM:    , 

would  provide  that  the  sons  of  the  wealthy  i«»J^ 

tuition  fees,  and  their  own  expenses.   The  »J*    ^. 

cers  who  died  in  service^  and  poor,  might  be  w«^. 

the  public  expense  by  resolution  of  ^^^^^ 

rding  it  as  a  charity  but  aa  s  distinctly,  it  ', 
never  was  considcretl  as  a  reflection  on  w 
General  Mercer,  that  the  Assembly  <^^^^ 
«d  that  they  sliould  be  educated  at  the  V^^^ 
Such  a  resolution  would  be  an  honour,  eqoal  lo^^ 
a  medal  or  a  sword.  I  would  net  allow  the  S^^ 
War  lo  select  for  education  at  this  instiiuuon,  »K 

wealthy  and  influential  men,  and  thus  exteou^^ 
patronage.  .,  ^^^ 

Our  foreign  missions  I  deem  unnecci»nly  » ^^ 
Why  have  we  a  Minister  of  the  h««*»cstgtw«^|^. 
a  subject  kingdom,  occupied  by  tbe  troopj  w  ^  ^ 
power  ?  What  treaty  do  we  desire  ^^^^^^i 
do  we  continue  a  M'mister  at  Mexico  ^WnJ»*^ 
our  affairs  there  to  the  care  of  a  Chars^  ^J^  ^J^^^ 
tries,  we  luive  no  Minister  of  any  gnde,  ^^^^if 
merce  goi^  on  well  without  them.  1  ^**'".* vZ^V 
this  Hotuie  to  limit  the  extent  of  our  «Pr7jjc^ 
course,  and  not  trust  altogether  to  ^^^^^'^ikt&f^ 
partipuUrly  as  the  President  hss  ptonouneo^'^.^^)^, 
ment  penurious, 
intercourse  with 
tercourse  which  does 


Sh',thelesswehafeofth.*fP^ 
foreign  courts,  the  better.  »V.^ 
loesnot  tcndtoeoijfinngoud^ 
11  inirouuoca  and  cherishes  duplicity,  fraiw*  ^  i 
dissimulation.  I  have  been  told,  by  one  "^^  fj^i: 
the  diplomacy  of  European  Courts  that  ^  ^j^ 
practicei^  such  ss  opening  of  letter^  arc  comaW' 
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etgn  Ministers  wiaon^  us,  and  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
)y  their  splendid  entertainments,  diflTuse  a  taste  for  pomp 
md  show,  and  thence  extravagance  spreads  throughout 
he  land. 

Sir,  there  are  other  subjects,  on  which  I  intended  to 
lave  addressed  the  House,  but  it  is  late,  and  I  will  close 
ny  remarks. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
bout  to  addre«  the  Chair,  when 

Mr.  McHATl'ON  made  .i  point  of  order— the  gentle- 
nan  from  Ohio  had  made  at  least  two  speeches  on  this 
uestion  already->he  certainly  ought  not  to  claim  the  floor 
xclusivcly  to  himself. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
as  in  order,  as  he  had  not  yet  spoken  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  about  to  proceed,  when 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  STOWER  demanded  the  Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the 
uestion  of  adjournment,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
ouse. 

Mr.  CARTER  having  witlidrawn  his  motion  for  adjouni- 
tent,  it  was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of 
ew  York,  and  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  ag^in  demanded 
1  it  by  Mr.  INGHAM.  They  were  taken  accordingly  ; 
id  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
eas  53,  Nays  106. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio^  said,  he  was  tiad  the  Housfe 
id  refused  to  adjourn  He  had  yielded  the  floor  for  the 
otion,  on  the  request  of  gentlemen  near  him,  not  be- 
lise  he  wished  to  avoid  proceeding  with  his  remarks 
)w,  but  because  he  was  aware  members  must  be  fa- 
Jtied  at  this  late  hour,  and  of  his  inability  by  any  effort 
;  could  make  to  compensate  for  the  delay  %  it  was  not, 
wever,  his  wish  the  House  should  adjourn.  He  would 
uceed  to  notice  some  of  the  renurks  which  had  fallen 
)m  several  gentlemen,  who  had  preceded  him  «  but,  in 
ing  so,  he  could  not  follow  the  example  of  others,  and 
omise  to  be  brief.  He  had,  he  said,  many  things  to  say, 
I'haps  not  high  matters,  but  many  things  ;  and  he  did 
t  intend  to  take  his  seat^  until  he  had  noticed  the  points 

his  memorandum,  thought  to  do  so  might  occasion  a 
nsiderable  consumption  of  time.  He  would  endeavor, 
the  extent  of  his  powers,  to  do  justice  to  the  subjects 

noticed,  and  to  the  parties  whose  characters  were  in- 
Ived  in  the  controversy  that  had  been  carried  on  during 
s  debate.  He  used  the  word  controversy,  as  more  ap- 
>priate  to  describe  this  discussion,  than  would  be  the 
>ject  under  consideration,  or  the  resolutions.  He 
ped,  while  he  proceeded,  to  observe  a  due  respect  for 
f  House,  and  not  lose  «ght  of  the  controversy.    He 

not,  certainly,  intend  to  run  into  an  examination  of  the 
blic  and  private  characters  and  opinions  of  the  two 
ididatea  before  the  People  for  the  Presidencpr,  to  the 
ent  the  example  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would 
rrant  \  but,  as  the  example  had  been  set,  he  should  ad- 
t  to  those  t6pics,  and  reply  to  the  attack  on  the  merits 
I  services  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  notice  briefly,  by  way  of 

offset,  some  of  the  merits  and  services  of  Gen.  Jack- 
>  in  which  he  miglit  recall  to  the  querulous  minds  of 
itlemen,  some  things  which  have  been  forgotten.  He 
uld  speak  plain,  but  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  say  any 
igr  personally  offensive  to  any  one.  He  knew  of  no 
vidual,  or  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  who  had 
►ugned  the  character  of  Gen.  Jackson  ;  but  if  gen- 
nen  on  the  other  side  chose  to  commence  a  tilting 
ch  against  the  reputation  of  the  President,  the  Heads 
>epartments,  and  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Ad- 
istration,  on  the  question  now  before  the  House,  he 
ed  to  be  excused,  if,  in  endeavoring  to  repel  attacks 

he  considered  unfounded  and  unjustifiable,  which  had 
1  urTOd  as  objections  to  the  re*election  of  Mr.  Adams, 
houTd  allude  to  some  traits  in  the  character  of  his  on- 
3ponent,  which,  if  they  Called  to  disqualify  that  indi- 
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vidual  to  take  his  place,  certainly  deprived  hiiQ  of  churn 
to  exclusive  consiJeration  before  the  American  People. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith]  who  had  just 
taken  his  seat,  he  said,  had  undertaken  to  enquire  into 
the  opinions  and  services  of  Mr.  Adams,  public  and  pri- 
vate, to  show  him  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the  Peo- 
ple J  he,  Mr.  W.  thought  the  contrast  of  some  of  these 
with  the  opinions  and  services  of  General  Jackson  would 
not  result  much  to  the  advanUge  of  the  General. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.   W.,  the  gentlenuin  from  Vir- 
ginia has  adverted  to  the  writings  of  a  patriot  of  the  Re- 
volution, now  no  more,  to  prove  the  monarchical  tehden- 
cy  of  the  present  Administration  !.    How  do  the  writings 
of  other  men,  in  former  times,  fix  the  charge  upon  the 
President  and  his  cabinet,  of  entertaining  aristocraticitl 
sentiments,  or  feelings  favorable  to  monarchy  >    He  has 
adverted,  also,  to  the  writings  of  Publicola,  and  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Adams  to  T.evit  Harris,  which  has  been  so 
frequently  introduced  and  commented  upon  by  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him.    Sir,  woidd  the  gentleman 
harrow  up  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  to  injure  the  character 
of  the  present  Administration  }    Will  he  invade  the  re- 
pose of  the  grave,  and  involve  the  disturbed  manes  of  Re- 
Tolutionaiy  worthies  and  patriots,  to  aid  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  present  Administration  }   The  letter  to  Harris, 
from  the  manner  of  its  introjduction,  and  the  emphatic 
tone  in  which  the  extract  from  it  was  read,  seemed  to  be 
relied  on,  as  conclusively  showing  the  aristooratical  and 
even  monarchical  opinions  of  Mr.  Adams^  and  his  utter 
contempt  of  Republican  government.     I  have  known  the 
^ntleman  from  Virginia  for  several  years,  and  have  atten- 
tively observed  his  Congressional  course  \  but  have  never 
witnessed  in  him  any  thing  so  unfair  as  his  quotation  from 
that  letter,  and  the  use  made  of  it.    I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  the  gentleman  intended  it.     Sir,  the  quotation 
made,  the  text  from  which  the  gentleman  deduces  tils 
conclusions,  has  been  unwarrantably  torn  from  its  con- 
text, t«»  fit  it  to  party  purposes ;  the  meaning  of  the 
writer  is  wholly  perverted  !     If  the  gentleman  had  read 
the  remainder  of  the  paragraph  firom  which  he  quoted, 
he  would  have  foimd  infused  into  the  whole  a  patriotism 
as  warm,  fervent,  pure,  as  ev^r  filled  a  patriot  bosom  !— 
He  would  have  found,  moreover,  an  undoubting  convic- 
tion of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  as  firm  a  reliance 
upon  the  continued  regard  of  that  superintending  Provi- 
dence, which  had  hitherto  protected  our  country  amidst 
trials  and  difficulties  of  much  grater  magnitude,  and 
guided  its  destinies,  through  war  and  peace,  to  unexam- 
pled prosperity  as  ever  man  felt !    He  might  have  found 
the  opinion  hazarded,  that,  notwithstanding  the  appal- 
ling dangers  which  threatened  our  country,  the  virtue 
and  valor  of  the  American  People  would  overcome  tliem 
all--and,  thank  God,  what  he  predicted,  has  since  been 
verified  !    The  virtue  and  valor  of  this  People  has  over- 
come all  those  dan^rs.    I  do  not  say,  sir,  that  the  gen- 
tleman fronri  Virginia  intended  to  mangle  this  letter ;  but 
I  may  say,  it  has  been  torn  and  mangled  to  answer  party 
purposes,  and  garbled  and  fiilse  extracU  spread  through- 
out the  whole  country  as  true.    This  may  be  all  right 
among  overheated  partisans— I  complain  not  of  it  \  but  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  cause  which  requires 
such  efforts  to  sustain  it— the  cause  which  cannot  be  sus- 
tained by  the  employment  of  other  and  fairer  means, 
ou^ht  not  to  be  sustained  at  alL    The  People  of  the 
United  States  are  too  virtuous  and  intelligent  to  support 
a  cause  resting  on  «  foundation  like  this.    I  do  not  mis- 
take the  People,  sir  :  let  them  be  informed  of  this  unfair 
course,  and  they  will  neither  approve  nor  support  the 
party  that  resorts  to  it     The  gentleman  from  Vurginia 
has  adverted  to  the  writings  of  one.  now  no  more,  upon 
the  checks  and  balaiicesof  Government,  to  prove — what' 
That  the  present  Administration  are  obnoxious  to  the 
charge  of  being  desirous  of  introducing  into  our  Govern- 
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ftmtocratical-— My,  montrchical  prindplei.  detlruetiye  of 
the  republic  ! 

[Mr.  SMYTH  expbined.  He  had  said,  that  one  party 
—the  Jacknon  party— retted  on  the  People,  not  on  the 
aristocracy  ol  the  countty,  for  lupporL  ] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  Well,  nr,  if  there  are  but 
two  partira,  and  one  rests  on  the  People,  not  on  the  aria- 
tocracjr,  the  other  must  rest  on  the  aristocracy:  from  this 
there  »  no  escape.  But,  why  did  the  gentleman  quote 
writings  and  doctrines  of  another  perron,  to  prove  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  CaVme*  aristocratic  and 
monarchical  ?  Is  not  the  charge  I  suppose  fairiy  inferri- 
ble from  the  gentleman's  remarks  }  Wny  else  talk  signi- 
ficantly abcMit  tlie  three  orders  of  kingi^  nobles,  and  com- 
■KMis?  Without  the  meaning  I  attribute  to  the  language. 
It  has  no  pertinence  to  the  controversy.  Will  truth  war- 
rant the  gentleman  in  'asaerting— is  he  himself  satisfied, 
that  the  cause  of  General  Jackson  alone  rests  on  the 
People  ?  Does  not  the  Administration  rest  also  on  the 
People,  and  receive  a  full  propoHion  of  their  confidence 
and  support }  Let  ^ntlemen  reflect  on  this  matter,  and 
Inquire  in  what  p«irtions  of  this  country  aristocratlcal  ten- 
dencies and  institutions  are  found,  and  in  what  portions 
General  Jackson's  main  strength  lies.  M'e  do  not  fear 
the  acitt  11  y.  1  ^eukl  not  do  General  Jacks*  n  injustice  ; 
but  I  will  repel  this  undeserved  attack  on  the  Adminis- 
tration and  its  friendn.  There  is  no  evidence  on  which 
to  rest  it.  Sir,  who  are  tlie  individuals  composing  the 
Administration  thus  charged  with  enforcing  aristocratical 
principles — nav,  principles  tending  to  the  establishment 
of  a  monarchy  r  Has  the  head  of  the  Administration  ever 
uttered  or  written  a  syllable  warranting  such  a  charge  ? 
Has  any  one  of  the  heads  of  Departments  done  either  ' 
If  so  where  can  it  be  found  }  Aristocratic  and  monarchi- 
cal indeed  !  Will  gentlemen  look  at  the  President  i  re- 
flect upon  the  primitive  simplicity  of  his  manners,  his  un- 
exampled plsinness,  his  habitual  snd  untiring  personal 
attention  to  the  business  duties  of  his  station,  and  then 
talk  of  his  aristocracy  and  kingly  pomp  '  Sir,  where  is 
there  a  gentleman  around  me,  equally  plain,  equally  re- 
publican in  his  habits  and  manners,  equslly  devoted  to 
his  duties  ?  He  has  nothing  sristocratic  about  him.  lie 
is  the  least  of  a  courtier  I  have  seen  in  public  life.  Sir, 
is  the  plain,  unostentatious  individual  at  the  head  of  the 
Department  of  State,  an  aristocrat  or  monarchist  ?  Do 
his  long  continued  services  in-  the  democratic  party  of 
this  country,  in  various  stationsi  services,  beneficial  as 
as  well  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country  as  to  the 
eause  of  liberty  and  free  government,  give  authority  to 
denounce  him  as  an  aristocrat  or  a  monarchist  ?  The 
charge  is  at  war  with  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  and  a 
censure  upon  the  vast.number  of  republican  people  who 
have  given  him  their  confidence.  How  is  it,  sir,  as  to 
the  high-minded  honorable  Virginian,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Denartment  of  War  ?  Is  he  an  aristocrat  and  a 
monarchist:  Where  have  these  piinciples  been  made  ma- 
nifest in  his  political  or  private  conduct  f  He  was  reared 
in  the  democratic  school  of  the  Ancient  Dommion.  Does 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  denounce  that  school  as 
aristocratic  or  monarchical }  He  had  the  confidence  of 
that  republican  commonwealth,  and  of  JefTerscm  and  Ma- 
dison. Is  that  evidence  of  his  aristocratic  or  monarchical 
principles  ^  He  received  the  higlieit  honors  of  his  Stste, 
was  made  its  Governor,  and  sent  here  to  the  Senate,  by 
the  republican  party.  Is  the  evidence  of  his  aristocratic 
or  monarchical  principles  found  here  ?  Sir,  I  should  be 
loth  to  advance  such  a  charge  aj^inst  a  faithful  and  long- 
tried  public  scri'ant,  and  I  am,  indeed,  surprised  that  it  is 
advanced  by  a  citizen  of  Viivinia.  How  is  this  charge 
sustained  against  the  indivicmal  who  presides,  certainly 
without  discredit  to  himself  or  the  country,  over  the  a^ 
fairs  of  the  Navy  Department }  Is  he,  too,' a  monarchist, 
an  aristocrat  ?    I  call  upon  gentlemen  not  to  forbear  the 


use  of  their  senses,  but  to  reflect  before  they  prai^fe 
to  the  American  People  and  the  «odd,  that  (biidxr 
holds  such  obnoxious  doctrines.  Hov  is  to  the  as 
citizen  of  Virginia— the  virtuous,  cUsaoljindeloqii 
Attorney  General— ia  he,  too,  an  ariiAocnt?  Arebis?» 
ciples  monarchical  ?  Examining  the  hirtofyrf  laiif. 
private  and  public,  I  am  unable  to  find  inch  pnaqtb' 
practices*  as  those  imputed  \  but,  on  the  e»tim,j3- 
rect  republican  principles,  and  a  fsilhfuldisAopctla 
official  duties.  Where  can  the  gcndcBMmfcfflVii^rt 
find  evidence  that  this  member  of  the  ctbiartliiie? 
archiit  or  an  aristocrat  ?  Sir,  I  am  uittble  to  findiKii 
of  proof  of  these  dangerous  principles,  inoilwjj^a 
officers  alluded  to,  and  I  have  noticed  ill  iheneatenw 
the  cabinet,  except  one— the  head  of  the  TmkjI^ 
partment.  Where  will  the  gentleman  point  torriw 
of  any  thought,  or  word,  or  deetl,  of  h.«,  ropisKto  ? 
arbtocratic  ?  If  the  gentleman  from  r^^J^^ 
know  the  origin  of  this  individual,  and  he  fill*jc». 
eve  to  that  print,  ^pointing  to  theDecUnUwrftor 
pendence,)  he  will  find  the  name  of  bs  felw^ 
ed  to  the  instrument  which  declsred  Ihii  latKm  fi«rt 
independent.  He  will  find  there,  slso, »« nimM  i^ 
maternal  grandfather.  Will  he  not  oe  wlafieii  b^^ 
that  the  blood  is  purely  republican?  ^^]f  *1, 
Has  the  son  deviated  from  the  fbotslep8.«KldflR|if* 
the  instructions  of  the  parent  ?  Will  ^^ef  "^^ 
i-ect  mv  attention  to  any  act  of  his  lifc,puWtcorp^ 
that  evidences  h  s  monarchical  or  »"««"«  ?Ti 
tions  ?  Will  he  give  us  some  fiujts  "Pon^f  "^ 
He  will  not  only  Hnd  this  individual  irrtlMWt*'^^^' 
monarchical  or  aristocratical  blood  ««  n«7'f ' 
will  be  unable,  after  the  severest  anitin)  «»loto.t 
find  one  act  tending  to  the  establishment  rttff, 
aristocracy.  Sir.  the  lives  and  public  ^r^' -^ 
republican  patriots,  have  added  to  the  .pro*P^*,  ^ 
countr3' ;  and  have  nhcd  a  lustre  upon  '»'«»^' p, 
principles  of  our  Government,  entiUingthe"*  ^ 
fidence  and  respect,  and  even  the  F^'^'^lJ^L,. 
pie ;  and  the  cliargc  of  their  entcrtsinnig  «*«!»;*, ^ 
monarchical  principles  has  nofoandation  i"  »n^  .. 
in  direct  hostility  to  the  whole  I*"*  *^  *7ju,l/ 
the  services  of  these  distinguished  sons  ot  ^  '^^ 
will  be  remembered,  and  their  c^*'*^^*"  ^^:, 
will  be  cherished  with  lively  interest  by  f*  ^;' 
People,  long  after  this  controversy  ii  l^^rjfwef 
proof  of  merit,  to  posterity,  that  will  outwc'JJ^^^,. 
inn  of  ten  thous.\nd  Publicolas— they  rtft,'^  .,, 
dence,  upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Bcvolul»on»*-^^ 
Constitution.  I  will  say,  moreover,  (cwnn»6,.^, 
sion  to  agcntlen^an  from  ^'e*' Y°^^' "ullif*  t*- 
another  vituperative  letter  to  a  New  'ko''^*r^^'<j» 
this  Administration  Is  to  be  pulled  "J^ '  J^^^ 
the  influence  of  some  other  chsiges  thin  ^  .^^t 
forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Vinr'?*;  '*^Rii 
quire  into  their  pertinence  to  the  '^^'^Jf^.^j^  :i» 
tion  is  for  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  rtire^^ 

tmvagant  and  profligate  expenditure*  *"  ^  f 
opinions  of  those  who  administer  the  ^'^^.^^ir 
the  abstract  question  of  the  best  "»w<J"'*,.j3ji,. 
ment,  has  doubtless  a  direct  bearing  on  weqj  ^^^^. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  rev eiteu^^ . 
ment  used  by  others  in  this  discussion,  *na^^: 
President  of  having  received  $  1,500,  ^'*J^.^^  •• 
performed,  and  charges,  that  he  wrongful'yo^^,^. 
retains  this  money.  He  asserts,  that,  it  ««i  ^ ^_ 
for  it,  any  jury  uould  be  compelled  to  gj  rec;i 
the  amount,  snd  that  the  Uw  would  e«f"rcc  ,, 
back,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  paid  J^y  7*  iK.r 
matter  has  been  ftilly  explained  b;  r""*^' ^  i. 
preceded  me,  and  every  ol'J«ct:°"''j^L.  H'' 
transaction  removed,  y«rt,  it  is  sg^m  JJ^Py  j^tic^  " 
weary  your  patience  with  repeating  »« exp 
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hei-  the  House  nor  the  countiy  has  fon^tten  it.    Sir,  the 
:^«it1etnan  it  an  eminent  lawyer.    I  am  a  lawyer,  too^  but 
»r  «t.i*  no   great  pretensions  to  eminence  i  yet  I  will  ven- 
ts re  the  opinion,  that  the  legal  principle  is  not  in  accord- 
ii\o«  with  the  gentleman's  assertion.     My  recollection  of 
lie    legal  principle,  in  such  cases,  is  this  r  that,  where 
Tioney  has  been  deliberately  paid,  or  paid  upon  thedeci- 
won  of  m  tribunal  authorised  by  law  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion, the  payment  is  bimiing  upon  the  parties  and  all  the 
worl<i,  and  conclusive  of  the  rights  in  controversy.     If  I 
a.f¥%  correct,  an  appeal  to  a  court  of  law,  in  the  case  in- 
BtAiiced  by  the  gentleman,  would  result  in  a  verdict  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Adams.     This  was  cerUinly  no  case  of  mo- 
^,^y  P*w*  *>y  mistake— it  was  deliberately  paid,  and  sane- 
tioiied  by  former  Administrations,  upon  full  considera- 
tion, and  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Government 
Mr.  Adams  invited  a  suit  against  him,  and  would  have 
waived  his  right  to  obtain  a  judicial  decision  on  the  prin- 
ciple^  but  the  constituted  authorities  were  satisfied  with- 
out. 

The  gentleman  has  read  from  a  document,  which  he 
aays  has  been  introduced  here  and  read.     I  am  not  cer- 
lainly  advised  whst  paper  he  read  from,  but  I  under- 
stand it  to  be  an  addresi  from  a  convention  of  citizens  in 
Vip^nia,  opposed  to  the  election  of  Gen.  Jackson.     The 
extmct  read  by  the  gentleman,  contains  observations  on 
<lie    subject  of  the  six  militiamen,  executed  at  Mobile* 
by  order  of  the  Commsndiiig  General  i  and  I  undentand 
the  gentleman  as  saying,  that,  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
the  paper  contains  an  absolute  falsehood  !     Sir,  this  is  a 
blunt,  if  not  a  bold  charge,  ^I  ask,  what  member  has  in- 
troduced and  read  that  paper  here  f    Has  it  been  printed 
by  order  of  the  House  ?    "What  remarks  have  been  made 
upon  its  contents,  calling  forth  the  species  of  attack  the 
^ntleman  has  made  upon  it  ?    I  tiave  heard  no  comment 
upon  that  paper,  except  from  one  person,  on  the  same 
side  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  named  its 
author,  and  spoke  of  its  circulation  by  members  of  Con- 
gress.    This  document,  sir,  originated  in  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Vjiginia  t  it  has  been  published  by  a  numerous 
convention  of  her  sons'i  iu  author,  though,  pewonally, 
unKnown  to  me,  is  reputed  (o  sustain  the  character  of  a 
crentleman,  of  strict  honour,  of  high  and  commanding  ta- 
lents  and  acquirements,  and  of  unquestionsble  integrity. 
Is  he  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  uttering  an  absolute  false- 
hood ?    Have  the  members  of  that  convention  uttered 
absolute  falsehoods?  The  gentleman  who  makes  the  accu- 
sation, represents  a  part  of  the  same  Commonwealth,  of 
which  the  author  and  publbhers  of  the  document,  are  ci- 
tizens. It  cannot  be  expected  of  me  to  defend  against  this 
charge,  or  do  more  than  leave  the  parties  concerne<],  to 
settle  the  matter  amongst  themselires.     The  gentleman 
made  allusion  Co  the  clocumenU  now  before  the  MifiU- 
T>-  Committee,  heretofore  ordered  to  be  printed  by  this 
House,  but,  as  he  was  pronounced  out  of  order  in  that 
aUiision,  I  will  not  reply  to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Viiginia  had  undertaken  to  show 
that  the  claims  of  General  Jackson  to  the  presidency  were 
superior  to  those  of  General  Washington  ten  times  told  f ! 
Sir,  I  hope  never  to  feel  myself  under  the  necessity,  in 
tjie  Hall,  of  RepresenUtives  of  the  American  People,  of 
defending  the  character  of  him  who  was,  truly  and  empha- 
tically, "first  m  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen.  *•  Is  it,  indeed,  true,  that  General 
Jackson's  qualifications  for  the  Presidency  are  superior  to 
those  of  Washington,  ten  times  told  ?  Is  an  American  ct- 
tisen  found,  to  proclaim  to  the  worid  that  they  are  eve.-i 
equal  ? 

LMr.  SUTTII  desired  to  explain.  He  did  not  say  so ; 
but  had  only  said  the  civil  experience  of  General  Jack- 
son was  longer  and  greater  than  that  of  General  Wash- 
ington.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    I  am  happy  to  receive  the  expUnation 


of  the  gentleman,  and  to  have  his  statement  in  a  less  ex- 
ceptionable shape  than  I  before  understood  it.     But,  sir, 
is  It  tnie  that  the  civil  qualifications  of  General  Jackson, 
resulting  from  experience  or  otherwise,  are  superior  to 
those  of  Washington,  ten  times  told,  or  at  all  1    It  is  not 
the  first  time  tliat  attempts  have  been  made,  I  will  not  iay 
to  disparsge  the  well-esmed  fame  of  Washington,  but  to 
elevate  the  character  of  General  Jackson,  by  boldly  put- 
ting forth  a  comparison  of  his  merits  with  those  of  Wash- 
ington.    It  has  been  done  here  and  elsewhere.     General 
Jackson  is  set  forth  as  the  second  Washington,  equal,  and, 
as  now  said,  superior  to  the  first.    All  admit  the  public 
and  private  course  of  Washington  was  such  as  to  excito 
the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  to  be  worthy  of  imitation. 
The  friends  of  General  Jackson  now  endeavour  to  secufe 
his  elevation  by  comparing  him  witli  Washington,  and  to 
inculcate  the  belief  that  the  Administration  of  that  great 
•And  good  man  will  be  the  guide  of  that  of  Gen.  JacBSon 
— ^the  example  that  he  will  follow  and  imitate.     Sir,  let 
me  inquire,  lor  a  moment,  whether  the  recorded  opinions 
and  conduct  of  General  Jackson  are  not  directly  adverse 
to  the  claims  of  his  friends  in  that  behalf,  and  are  not  en- 
tirely destructive  of  all  hope  of  his  following  the  fuotsteps 
of  Washington  :  nay,  further,  if  thev  do  not  furnish  irre- 
futable evidence  that  be  condemns  the  policy  of  Washing, 
ton,  condemns  his  Administration— regarding  both  as  to- 
nisking  nothing  to  be  approved,  nothing  worthy  of  beiiw 
followed  f  Sir,  1  hope  I  shall  be  deemed  in  order  while  I 
advert  to  the  Journal  of  this  House,  of  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1796,  which  1  bold  in  mv  hand.    I  find   the 
House  of  RepresenUtives^  on  that  day  engaged  in  consi- 
deringan  Address  to  General  Washington,  then  President, 
approving,  on  the  part  of  the  nation— of  the  language  of 
whose   hearu   the  KepresenUtives,   in  that  partieular» 
thought  themselves  the  fiiithful  iiiterpreters^tbe  counc 
of  his  wise,  firm,  and  patriotic  Administration!  exprew- 
ing  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  his  countymen  for 
the  resplendent  virtues  and  talents  which  had  essentially 
contributed  to  our  success  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle, 
and  in  the  establisliment,  on  a  firm  basis,  of  our  free  Cqa- 
stitution,  affording  examples  rare  and  instiuetive  to  raaa* 
kind  I  their  regret  that  he  was  about  to  retire  i  their  with 
that  he  might  long  enjoy  that  liberty  which  was  so  dear  to 
him,  and  to  which  his  name  will  ever  be  dear,  and  that  his 
own  virtues  and  the  nation's  prayers,  might  obtain  the 
happiest  sunshine  for  the  decline  of  h*is  days^  mod  the 
clioicest  of  future  blesslngss  that,  for  the  countt^r's  sake^  for 
the  sake  of  Republican  Liberty,  his  example  might  be  the 
guide  of  his  successors,  and  thus,  afler  being  the  ornament 
and  safeguard  of  the  age,  become  the  patrimony  of  their 
descendants.    I  will  not  detain  you,  sir,  to  read  these  pro* 
ceedings  at  length.  Gentlemen  can  find  them  in  the  Joqr- 
nal  of  the  Second  Session  of  the  Fourth  Congress  p.  34. 
I  will  only  read  the  names  of  those  members  who  voted 
against  adopting  this  Address,  and  I  request  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  House  and  the  nation  to  some  of  them 
[Mr.  W.  then  read  $»  follows  -.  <*Those  who  voted  in  the 
negative,  are,  Thomas  Blount,  Isaac  Coles,  Wiluax  B. 
GiLKs,  Christopher  Greenup,  James  Holland,  ANDREW 
JACKSON,  EuwAMD  LtviaesToir,  Matthew  Locke,  Wil- 
liam Lyman,    Samuel  McCky,   Natlianiel  Macon,   and 
Abraham  Venable.*']    The  gentleman  from  Viiginia,  I 
suppose,  finds  here  evidence  of  the  civil  qualifications  of 
General  Jackson.    Is  this  an  item  of  his  evidence  of  the 
superiority  of  General  Jackson's  qualifications  for  the 
Presidency  over  those  of  General  Washington  ^    Sir,  the 
course  of  the  gentleman's  remarks  required  of  me  the 
production  of  this  record,  important  in  its  character.    It 
is  a  document  which  calls  loudly  upon  the  gentleman  to 
pause  and  reflect :  it  is  one  the  American  People  wlU 
read  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  seriously  ponder  upon ! 
It  ftimishes  irrefuUble  evidence  tliat  General  Jackson 
faimself  disapproval  and  condemned  the  example  of  the 
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onlen  from  the  Government,  except  they  were  tei# 
ted  through  him,  and  were  subjected  to  his  will?  Ito 
aiid  wheie  did  Wasliington  find  it  wtumuf  todcit 
martUl  kw,  and  suspend  the  writ  of  fdtu  v^i 
When  did  Wailungion  shew  a  disregard  for  tk  Sb:& 
the  sovereignties  of  this  Union  ?  The  time  w la  Vi& 
ington  commanded  was  certainly  as  trying  amy  to; 
the  late  war.  Aa  extcnrive  as  may  hivebceathcd* 
fcctjon  to  the  cause  of  the  country  durinf  thekcw. 
as  urgent  as  was  the  neceawty  of  repreaasg  it, »« 
will  ny  there  was  less  disaffection,  or  k«  wp»ii«» 
sily  for  the  employment  of  mUitiiry  nieaw  tok«p.;B 
subjection,  during  tlie  war  of  the  Itcvolulion;^'* 
did  Washington  think  it  expedient  tousctothetortrj 
of  a  State  language  like  that  used  by  Geneiri  J^^J 
Gov.  Rabun,  of  Georgia  :  "  whcnltminlieWcw 
have  no  authority  to  isbue  a  militaiy  order!.  i»J- 
say  this  language  indicates  the  j^ommmf  i^ 
cal  feeling  %  but  docs  it  not  alww  a  controIliBgd^^^ 


great  Washington,  and  was  unwilling  to  establish  it  as  the 
^ide  of  his  successors  !  Sir,  after  this»  what  will  this  na- 
tion think  ?  What  will  the  civilized  world  say  of  the  claim 
put  forth  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  tliat  be  who 
was  emphatically  the  only  one  of  his  class « that  he  wliose 
course  has  exited  the  admiration  of  all  nations ;  that  he, 
the  sound  of  whose  name  excites  the  just  pride  and  warms 
the  heart,  not  only  of  every  Americao,  but  of  ever}'  lover 
of  liberty  througlu>ut  the  woi^d  ;  that  he  whose  repuu- 
tion  is  his  country's  glory  i  had  less  qualifications  for  civil 
rule— ay,  ten  times  toM,  less  qualifications-*than  General 
Jackson ! 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said,  that  General  Wash- 
ington, while  in  the  House  of  Burgesses,  or  in  the  Con- 
vention that  formed  the  Conatitution,  was  never  known 
to  have  delivered  an  argument,  or  made  a  motion,  oa  any 
subject  connected  with  tlie  duties  of  his  station,  or  show- 
ing an^  qualification  for  civil  rule ;  Uiat  it  was  hia  capacity 
for  military  command  alone  that  fitted  him  for  presiding 
over  the  country. 

[Mr.  SMYTH  said,  he  did  not  intend  to  say  that  milita 
ry  qualifications  were  necessary,  but  that  his  experience 
in  commanding  the  army  qualified  him  for  President.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman, 
that  General  Wasliington's  military  experience  was  the 
source  of  his  qualifications  for  the  civil  ruler.    He  was  re- 

Sarded  every  where  as  the  first  of  the  age.     He  showed 
is  fitness  for  civil  rule  in  the  whole  oourse  of  his  life. 
His  temperance,  firmceas,  severe  thought,  his  close  ob- 
servation on  men  and  things,  hia  love  of  order,  evinced  a 
capacity  independent  of  military  experience.     The  gen- 
tleman can  find  abuiklant  evidence  of  the  extraordinary 
qualifications  of  General  Washington  for  civil  rule,  in  the 
correspondence  he  kept  up  with  tlie  Congress  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  not  only  iii  refer- 
ence to  the  Armv  under  his  command,  but  in  reference  to 
the  situation  of  the  People,  and  the  country ;  showing  an 
extenave  research  and  mtimate  knowledge  of  mankind, 
and  the  secret  springs  of  human  action — a  familiar  ac- 
quaintance  with  the  wanta  of  the    American    People. 
This  correspondence  is  filled  with  suggestions  of  his  own 
mind,  in  relatioato  the  trying  exigencies  of  tliose  times, 
fraught  with  wisdom,   and  with   speculation  on  future 
events,  which  have  stood  the  test  of  time,  and,  in  fiict, 
have  now  become  a  part  of  our  history.     Washington 
gave  evidence  of  eminent  capacity  for  a  civil  ruler  in  his 
state  papers  and  public  acts,  which  I  should  not  sup]>08e 
any  one  could  forget.     But,  Sir,  why  pursue  this  inquiry  ? 
Who  can  believe  it  Is  necessary  to  adduce  to  an  assembly 
of  American  citizens,  evidence  of  the  capaoity  of  Wash- 
ington ?   That  evidence  is  found  every  where  in  the  coun- 
try— it  has  grown  up  with  us— -surrounds  us— eveiy  one 
.  feels  it-— it  is  in  our  national  exuteuce.     Again,  we  are 
told,  what  has  also  been  repeatedly  uiged  by  others,  here 
and  elsewhere,  that  General  Jackson  is  the  second  Wash- 
ington !    We  have  seen  tliat  he  was  opposed  to  the  first 
Washington — that  he  condemned  his  measures,  and  felt 
no  regret  at  his  retirement.    I  would  not  resort  to  levity 
on  such  an  occasion  ;  but  I  will  refer  gentleme::  to  a  re- 
solution adopted  not  long  since  by  an  assembly  of  the  j  uma,  w  pruruj^uis    wm^  „.^,,  -^     nieiDOfy "  **' 
People  in  one  of  the  Northern  Stales,  as  the  beat  answer  j  power  to  prorogue  it  \  ami,  if  oiy  w     ^^jjj^^  _ 
to  tiie  assertion  :   «*  tliat  there  is  not  now  any  second   accusing  him  of  plotting  trcasoij  'Sr.   ^^jgct  I''  I 
Washington,  and  it  is  not  propable  there  will  be  vtry   the  country.*     Sir,  1  will  dismiss  tw 
soon."  if  gentlemen  will  urge  tiie  claims  of  General  Jack- 1 
son,  on  the  ground  of  his  resemblance  to  Washington, 
let  them  undertake  to  run  a  parallel  between  them,  found- 
ed either  on  their  private  or  public  acts,  and  they  wiU  at 
once  find  themselves  at  fault.    If  reference  is  had  to  the 

period  of  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  where  will  an  in-   ^    ,„  „^  ..^      ^9UT<:ni«»  ^- »  ^..-v 

stance  be  found  of  Washington's  disregard  of  the  laws  of  SiiJ«rjwkioB,S^Tu»»WM»*^ 

the  Und,  of  his  disregard  of  the  orders,  or  refusal  to  obey,    he  did  not  "blow  them  up  ja  ^'^\^uP^'^'JS^K 

the  civil  authority  >  Y»»en  did  Wasliington  issue  a  gen-   a'3S;?\,i\^ir^rSe7^«F^^^^ 

eral  order,  that  the  officers  under  him  sliould  receive  no   capitiiiaUBr  «^>«h  the  encisy,  ■»!  baaav^ 


to  cUim  exclusive  military  prerogative,  to  exert  k«» 
military  power— an  extrawdinaiy  iinj»t»cnce  uk»s 
control  of  the  law,  and  the  agents  of  ibcUw  »k 
did  Washington  find  it  expedient  to  disperMU^^ 
of  the  bayonet,  the  LegisUture  of  a  St*te  ?  W.»^ 
an  historical  fiict,  that  General  Jackwn,  >n  i)»t»»»^ 
dispersed  tlie  legislature  of  LouwaM  ? 

[Mr.  UYINGSTON  aaked  leave  to  cxpwn.r'  t 
alleged  historical  fact.  Mr.  W.  yielded  ibe  ««-* 
UMNGSTON  was  proceeding  in  his  «»I«*^^^^^ 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  called  him  toordcr-*«l  n»s^ 
called  to  order.  .    ^^^ 

The  SPEAKER  said,  as  fiie  gentleottftJJw^^ 
yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentlcrosHfroin  Ufss» 
proceeding  in  order.  .    .    .^up^. 

.  Mr.  LIVINGSTON.  My  object  is  ^^^^-i 
nnan  firom  Ohio  right  as  to  the  fact,iBd  1  mi  isp^^ 
any  one  should  object  to  it.  The  g^n^ff^J  !^tr 
that  it  was  an  historical  fact,  that  Getit^i!^^.. 
persed  the  Louisiana  Legislature  at  the  IM»«<« 
net.  I  must  iaform  the  genUciBanlli»i«>w«  , 
fact  exists.  The  dispersion  waa  by  <^^^^^^. 
nor,  not  by  General  Jackson,  tnd  *•»  ^^^^ 
mistake  in  transmitting  and  executing  w««f.-.,i 
eral  Jackson  to  the  Governor.  l'hi«»-M«P*^  ^ 
satisfaction  of   the   Legisbtiire,  and  J^'^^iv 

adopted  exonerating  General  ^•ck'f  ""°II,Jtk^' 
bUme.    The  mistake  was  made  by  ihcbe«w 

**  Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  I  am  ^^^J^^,-:^^ 
tion  of  the  gentleman.  Having  no  "PfT^^tc ^^^ 
gentleman  from  Virginia  ft)ok  bii  >eai,  ^,^^i 
menis,  1  speak  altogether  from  ^^'^\*;\f7^^ 
surprised  if  I  do  occasionally  »all  n»to  ^^'  ,^ 
aocufie  Genei-al  Jackson,  or  any  ow^'.'T'l  ^^ 
1  confess  I  am  not,  even  now,  ■W*^'"*'^.  jgH^' 
this  matter.  I  well  recollect  *?"*^^.^  b»Or^' 
months  since,  a  letter  publishec],  »? '":  ^ibeseJ^ 
Jackson,  in  which  he  severely  »^^Z^.^t^^' 
or  refusal  of  the  presiding  officer  of  ^f  ?;j^i«lf 
to  prorogue    that  body.  aUlioug^V^J^^^A 


e4  thai  the  Ucistatore  of  Louiww*  *;iJ'S5ri>^'£«'. i^ 
point  of  the  bafonet,  and  dispewed,  oii  l^J^[  Ji«^;' 
pami'anee  of  an  order  deKreKd  hy  •"lir^en  G^ 
Oovemor  CUibonie,  in  tbe  fo'^wiiij  wr»V|^j„^^tfdB 
borne  It  i»  my  oider  that  be  di«iert*  **ii5««*'  ^J!^'- 
up  in  the  air."    GoTcmor  C'*'5f™\'SfO**'^5'' 
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ev«r  been  my  with  to  introduce  it  •  btit  if  gentlemen  will 
V>t.i-ude  it  upon  the  Houie,  they  mutt  expect  to  be  met, 
nd  promptly,  toa 

IThe  i^ntleman  from  Yirginin  deniet  that  the  Admin- 
»t.rAtion  hat,  or  it  entitled  to,  the  confidence  of  the  Peo- 
>le.  He  astertt  that  the  Pretident  waa  elected  contrary 
o  ihe  will  of  the  People,  and  in  violation  of  the  tplrit  of 
he  Constitution  <  and  that  the  Administration  is  neither 
leg^tive  in  ita  character  nor  f^ood.  What  follows }  The 
inevitable  consequence  is,  that  he  asserts  it  to  be  bad. 
i  I  e  holds  it  undeserving  the  confidence  of  the  People. 

t  Mr.  SMYTH  taid  his  observation  was,  that  neither  a 
iiefs-ative  nor  a  bad  Administration  ousfht  to  satisfy  the 
People.] 

Mr.    WRIGHT  resumed.    If  the  remark  of  the  g^en- 
tie  man  had  any  meaningr,  was  it  not  made  with  intent  to 
convey  the  idea  that  this  Administration,  having'aoquired 
power  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  will  of  the 
People,  was  undeserving  their  confidence,  because  it  was 
neither  a  negative  nor  a  good  Administration,  but  a  bad 
one  ?      How    was  the  Constitution  disregarded  in  tlie 
election  of  Mr.  Adams  >    How  was  he  the  President  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  not  of  tlie  People  >   The 
People  do  not  vote  for  President ;  they  vote  for  sgents, 
dialled  electors,  who  vote  for  President  under  the  provi- 
sions of  tlie  Constitution.    In  case  these  Electors  fail  to 
Srive  a  majority  of  votes  for  any  one  candidate,  and  in 
that  case  only,  does  the  election  devolve  upon  the  agents 
of  the  States  in  that  respect— the  members  of  this  Houte. 
The  present  President  was  elected  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution — provisions  of  an 
instrument  which  the  People  will  continue  to  look  to  as 
the  safeguard  of  tlieir  rights,  notwithsUnding  the  impu- 
tations cast  upon  it  by  the  gentleman.     By  the  operation 
of  similar  provisions,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  President. 
Was  he  not  the  President  of  the  Pe(>ple,  and  entitled  to 
[     their  confidence  ?   The  gentleman  will  not  deny  it.   Why, 
J     then,  is  not  Mr.  Adams  the  President  of  the  People,  and 
^     entitled  to  confidence  ?    Does  the  change  of  men  cbanire 
the  principle  >    But,  sir,  if  Mr.  Adams,  const itutionailjr 
^      elected  President,  i^  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman, 
unworthy  of  confidence,  on  account  of  the  manner  oi  his 
election,  let  him  take  the  alternative,  and  maintain,  if  he 
Mvill,  that  no  President  is  entitled  to  confidence  unless  he 
is  elected  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 
The  gentleman,  in  my  apprehension,  Itas  pUced  himself 
in  this  dilemma,  and  I  am  content  he  shall  rest  on  either 
horn  of  it.    If  the  constitutional  mode  of  choosing  a  Pre- 
sdent  does  not  meet  his  approl>ation,  let  him  submit  pa- 
tiently, till  the  People  alter  it,  and  then  hurl  his  denun- 
ciations upon  those  who  violate  it.     Does  the  gentleman 
rely  on  the  plurality  of  votes  with  which  Gen.  Jackson 
entered  this  House,  as  establishing  his  right  to  the  Pre- 
sidency }    Sir,  whatever  the  gentleman  may  think,  I 
thank  God  that  no  man  in  this  country  has  a  right  to  the 
first  office  in  the  nation,  either  herediUry  or  divine,  ex- 
cept he  who  has  been  constitutionally  elected  to  that  of- 
fice.   The  gentleman  may  regret  that  it  is  so  ;  but  1  re- 
joice at  it.     Tlie  gentleman  .lias  adduced  a  table,  which 
he  Kays  was  prepared  by  another  person,  with  great  care, 
and  in  which  he  confides,  to  prove  that  General  Jackson 
was  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  People,  and  ought  to 
have  been  President.     Sir,  I  repeat,  no  one  had  a  majo- 
rity of  votes,  and,  tlierefore,  the  choice  has  devolved  on 
this  House.    I  will  presently,  show»  that,  if  it  was  a  sin  to 


vote  for  Mr.  Adams,  who  came  before  the  House  without 
a  plurality  of  electoral  votes,  the  gentleman  himself  has 
run  deeper  into  it  than  I  have.  But,  first,  I  vrill  advert 
to  the  tables  so  triumphantly  introduced.  Without  dis- 
paraging, in  the  slightest  degree,  the  merits  of  the  maker 
of  the  gentleman's  table,  I  have  a  document  in  my  hand, 
equally  entitled  to  credit,  that  shows  directly  the  reverse 
of  his  conclusions  to  be  true.  It  is  drawn  up  and  pub* 
lished  by  a  primary  assembly  of  the  very  People  inter- 
ested in  the  question,  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  signed  by  the  names  of  a  number  of  gentlemen, 
who  I  personally  know  to  be  of  the  first  respectability, 
headed  by  the  highly  distinruished  President  of  their 
Court,  Judge  Baird.  The  table  shows,  in  the  aggregate, 
that  Jackson  rot  99  electoral  votes,  Adams  84,  Crawford 
41,  and  Clay  37  <  but  that,  of  the  People's  votes,  given 
for  Electors,  Adams  got  156,112,  Jackson  153,733, 
Crawford  60,845,  and  CUy  52,667.*  1  recommend  this 
table  to  the  gentleman  ;  but  I  will  read  tlie  remarks  of 
the  address  following  the  table  : 

**  In  some  of  the  States,  it  will  be  observed,  the  elec- 
tors were  chosen  by  the  Legislatures.  The  popuUr  vote, 
therefore,  is  computed  from  an  ascertained  ratio  of  the 
actual  votes,  with  the  number  of  voters  in  the  other 
States  I  they  are  distributed  according  to  the  proportion 
of  electoral  votes  for  each  of  the  candidates.  Thus,  tn 
Vermont,  where  Adams  had  all  the  votes  in  the  Electo- 
ral College,  we  have  given  him  the  whole  number  of  pa- 
pular votes.  In  New  York,  they  are  divided  accordmg 
to  the  Electoral  votes  each  received  ;  and  in  South  Ca- 
rolina, where  Jackson  received  all  the  Electoral  votes, 
he  is  allowed  all  the  popular  votes.  The  result  thus  stat- 
ed, shows,  that,  although  Mr.  Adams  received  166,112 
votes  of  the  People,  he  had  but  84  votes  in  the  Electoral 
Colleges;  while  General  Jackson,  with  only  153,733 
popular  votes,  received  the  votes  of  99  Electors.  If  the 
Electoral  votes  had  been  in  accordance  witli  the  votes  of 
the  People,  Mr.  Adams  would  have  had  more  than  Jack- 
son. Our  opponents  complain  that  Mar}iand  and  Illi- 
nois, in  Congress,  voted  for  Mr.  Adams.  Let  us  ex- 
amine, from  Uie  data  furnished,  whether  this  was  not  ex- 
actly as  the  People  wished.  In  Marvhmd,  as  the  table 
showsi  Mr.  Adams  had  14^632,  and  General  Jackson 


oatkr,  which  the  Aid  hMl  neglceted  to  give/  bat  beim  MtuAed  (lut 
li-«  bad  acted  too  bMUljr,  b«  wrote  to  the  LrgicMture  on  tlie  tul^eet.  the 
6«h  Jaly,  It  15,  nrqucstinf  an  Inreslipiiion,  that  he  might  puniah  hi« 
offlcen  if  they  had  mtsinfi>rmed  hta^  and  do  lattice  to  the  Lepatatore. 
if  ihrr  vfre  iDnoeeat.  The  inireaiintion  took  plaee,  and  it  waa  fuaod 
(hat  ihere  vaa  no  proand  llir  aoapieiona  enteruincd  of  the  LeyiaUtarv 
and  that  the  order  waa  Ibanded  on  idle  report— See  Proceedings  before 
the  Loaiaiana  Legiatature.— Alao^  Hiatorical  Memoir  of  the  War  in 
LouUiant.— y^rr  »y  Mr,  W, 
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1 4,533  popular  rotei.  Now,  upon  pure  Demoeratic  prin- 
ciples, Mr.  Adams  ouglit  to  have  got  all  the  Electoral 
Totea  of  that  Stste  t  and  if  the  Electors  bad  been 
chosen,  as  in  PennsyWania,  by  a  General  Ticket,  he 
would  hare  had  them.  But,  in  the  division  of  Districts, 
it  happened  that  General  Jackson,  with  a  less  namber  of 
popular  Totes,  obtained  seven  Electoral  votes.  If  Mr. 
Adams  had  obtained  them,  the  remilt  would  have  been 
92  each.  In  Illinois,  alao^  Mr.  Adams  had  1,541,  and 
General  Jackson  only  1,273  votes  of  the  People..  Upon 
the  same  principle,  Adams,  therefore,  ought  to  have  had 
the  Electoral  votes  of  that  State  «  yet  Jackson  got  two 
and  he  only  one.  If  we  take  these  two  from  the  Gene- 
ral and  add  them  to  Mr.  Adami^  it  would  then  stand 
thus :  Adams  94,  Jackson  90. 

*•  There  is  another  fact  that  appears  fh>m  this  table, 
that  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  In  the  Soathem  Statei, 
where  General  Jackson  received  his  majorities,  the  slave 
population  is  represented  in  the  proportion  of  five  to 
three  whites.  Electors  were  chosen  accordingly.  Five 
slaves^  therefoiY,  hsa  as  much  political  power  as  three 
free  whites,  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  It  is  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  Mr.  Adams  had,  in  tnith,  a  very 
large  plurality  of  the  free  voters  of  the  United  Statea." 

Thia  statement  is  followed  by  another  table,  illustrat- 
ing the  position  advanced,  which  I  will  not  detain  you  to 
r«ul,  but  will  content  myself  with  reading  the  comments 
of  the  address  upon  it. 

••  From  the  above  table  it  will  appear  that,  from  the 
slave  holding  States,  Jackson  received  forty-four  and 
Adams  but  four  Electoral  votes.  The  Senatorial  Repre- 
sentation is  not  taken  into  account,  as  it  would  not  sffect 
the  calculation  either  way.  It  will  also  appear,  that,  of 
pure  slave  votes,  Jackson  received  nearly  eleven,  and 
Adanw  one  onlv.  Now,  take  the  result  as  we  have 
shown  it  would  have  been,  if  Maryland  and  Illinois  had 
gone  entirely  for  Adams,  according  to  the  popular  vote, 
vis  :  ninety-four  for  Adams  and  ninety  for  Jackson.  Ex- 
tinguish the  slave  vote  altofiretlier,  which  would  substract, 
in  whole  numbers,  ten  from  Jackson  and  one  from  Adams, 
it  would  then  stand,  Adams  93,  and  Jackson  80  only. 
Thus,  in  cveiy  point  of  view,  it  is  clear,  if  the  \*oice  of 
the  greater  number  is  to  be  an  indication,  that  Adams  was 
the  choice  of  the  free  People  of  the  United  SUtes  \  and 
the  main  argument  of  our  opponents  falls  to  the  ground.*' 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Wmioht,  I  read  these  extracts  with  no  de- 
sign of  questioning  the  right  of  the  People  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  to  that  portion  of  political  power  the  Con- 
stitution distributes  to  them.  1  would  draw  no  invidious 
comparisons.  I  read  as  a  conclusive  refutation  of  the 
position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  did  not 
understand  him,  1  could  not  understand  him,  as  claiming 
to  include  among  those  People,  whose  will,  expressed 
by  their  votes,  was  to  be  regarded  in  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent, any  other  than  the  free  People  of  the  United  States. 
If  I  have  erred  in  this»  the  gentleman  can  correct  me. 
Away,  then,  with  the  allegation,  thai  Mr.  Adams  was 
chosen  Presi<Ient,  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  or  against 
the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  People.  Of  the  will  ot  the 
free  People,  Mr.  Adams  had  a  majority  of  their  votes  in 
his  favor.  If  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Adams  in  tliis  House 
arc  to  be  put  down  as  traitors  to  the  interest  of  the  Peo- 
ple, as  so  regardless  of  the  obligaiions  of  the  Constitution, 
because  another  had  a  greater  number  of  Elecioral  votes, 
what  shall  be  said  of  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Crawford, 
having  a  far  less  number  of  votes  ?  The  spentlemah  from 
Virginia,  and  myself,  were  both  here,  at  tlie  Presidential 
election — he  voted  for  Mr.  Crawford  who  had  forly-one 
votes,  I  voted  for  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  eighty-four  votes ; 
am  I  a  traitor  to  the  People  and  the  Constitution,  and  is 
he  faithful  to  both  f 

[Mr.  SMYTH  said,he  referred  to  tliose  who  did  not  vote 
according  to  the  opinions  of  their  States.     He  voted  for 


Mr.  Crawford,  because  Virginia  was  in  frror  of  ftCav- 
ford.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  explanation  of  iheienlkmriffl 
not  affect  my  argument.  Those  who  voted  lor  Mr.  Aa 
•re  aeeused  of  violating  the  spirit  of  the  Coi^itmK 
thwarting  the  will  of  the  People  to  an  extent,  tkiiiefi 
ample  is  ao  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  h  to  Bikeita» 
ritorious  to  ptdl  down— not  those  who  voted-ta  ^(^ 
Magistrate  for  whom  they  voted,  and  the  CritiMtlii't. 
drawn  around  bim,  without  rcfefeaoetotbdnca  TIk 
gentleman  says,  the  Representatives  of «?«»«« ^« 
against  the  wdl  of  their  constitaents.  WlKrestWoiw 
I  represent  a  portion  ot  the  Peoi>le  of  one  oftiefi^eStia 
referred  to.  The  charge  has  been  rehentoi,  tie  t 
again,  that  the  vote  of  thoK  States  wsb  due  to  Gcw 
Jackson,  as  of  right.  .  ,,^ 

[Mr.  SMYTH  said,  be  did  not  intend  to  jncWeOK 
Mr.  WRIGHT.  1  am  glad  to  hear  it  1 »  m^' 
the  gentleman.  But,  whctherhe  intended  to inckidtis 
State  or  not,  the  charge  has  been  msdeind  rtW* 
and  my  colleagues  and  myself,  who  voted  fi"*^" 
have  been  held  up  as  odious;  the  execratioaof  tteP^s 
has  been  invoked  upon  us  ;  our  names  I»»wd«o*^' 
up  in  the  newspapers  in  bUck  luls,  •sdicrredB'B' 
standing  dish,  from  the  Presidentisl  election,  u^^ 
next  Congressional  election.  We  submitted owcws 
to  the  proper  tribunal,  the  People,  ow«*?^^*^ 
notwithstanding  the  most  unprecedented e»wa_ 
party  in  Opposition,  in  the  Stste  »w*°"*;*5.!l« 
candidates  except  one,  was  ft-tXedt^^-^jT 
defeated  on  other  grounds  than  bis  votei  »»*' 
succeeded  by  a  fr-end  of  the  Adminirti»tK««MP  * 
conduct  has  received  the  aanction  "^  **^^/i^ 
not  again  mistaken  the  gentleman,  <»»«*"  7  \list 
alluded  to  was  Maryland.  I  have  alittdy  ^«1^^ 
vote  of  tliat  SUte  in  Congress  had  beenr^!^  , 
ance  with  the  expressed  will  of  a  msjonty  rfisj^^^ 
of  that  State,    I  do  not  know  wlist  other SWrt^- 

[Mr.  SMYTH  said,  he  alluded  to  IWr^*"^^"^^ 
lina,  Louisiana,  Illinoia,  and  Missouri.]   ^    ^^.,. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  remarks  I  hare  jttft  o«k- 
Maryland,  apply  equally  to  Illinois.  In  ^f^Jl'i 
pie  have  re-elected  those  menftbers^lw^'^^^j 
Adaips.  In  Missouri  they  have  elected  iw*'"^-, 
ministration  ;  and  I  mm  not  au-are  of  "X  "^^/^ 
North  Carolina  who  has  lost  his  election  f*^,^, 
vote  lor  Mr.  Crawford.  If  the  People,  thefcw^J^ . 
will  is  alleged  to  have  been  belfiyed,  *^.r^^ 
know  their  own  will,  their  testimony  w'n<"''^s;jj 
the  gentleman,  and  he  has  wholly  ww  w  ^- 
position.  Tlie  gentleman  tells  us,  that,  »\.^ 
these  fTve  States  had  been  given  as  the  ^  y, 
General  Jackaon  would  have  been ^^^..^\f^ 
he  was  not  able,  whh  those  SUtes,  to  ""^  ihir{es«* 
votes  for  General  Jackson,  and  it  <*Q'**I[** "  ^.'^ 
to  elect ;  but  he  assures  us  there  can  *»*  J^^^sS 
some  other  SUte  would  have  fallen '".■J^j.^fpf 
election  !  This  i$  cerUinly  a  convenient  mc"^,, .13; 
ing  the  assertion^there  can  be  no  ^^t^i;^- 
SUte  would  have  fallen  in  I  U  it  not  um  ^^, 
that  some  other  State  would  have  f»U«B  '"IJ^g  ^S^ 
acale,  as  into  that  of  General  Jackson  J^j^erCfl* 
ginia,  at  tliat  time,  have  preferred  Adsjni no  ^y 
ford  >  WiU  the  gentleman  *«P«^*  j' *,  jJaaflB  w<^ 
Carolina  and  Georgia  have  pt***"***. '^'^'u.^  of  ^^' 
eral  Jackson  ?  I  inquire  as  to  the  then  i»^^  ^ ^ -. 
and  feeling  in  those  SUtes.  Who.  that  vf»  .^ ,  ^  j, 
vcrsaut  with  what  was  passing,  willldi^,^^^,^,^ 
it  clear, 


r,  that,  if  General  Jackson  bad  recci^  ^^  ^ 

five  States  named,  still  he  c«)uld  nj^^  ^> 

'eclamauonwe"'*      - 

It  is  calcoiated, 


of  the  nve  biatea  nameu,  stiu  "«?  ^•'"•"  h-jrflp«i-r 
elected  President.  All  the  <leclamalion je  ocj'.^^.i 


subject  is  worse  tlian  idle. 
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ndency»  to  deceive  the  People.  I  wiH  not  ny  gentle- 
en  so  intend,  but  such  is  tJie  natural  consequence  of 
le  course  pursued.  The  facts  on  which  the  gentleman 
om  Virginia  has  grounded  \\\s  proclamaiion  against  the 
resident  and  his  cabinet,  in  existing  contrary  to  the  will 
r  the  People,and  of  being  consequently  unworthy  of  con- 
ience,  have  failed  him.  He  may  himself  essay  to  cross 
le  line  in  pursuit  of  his  enemy,  or  cast  a  paper  shot 
:ross  it  into  the  enemy's  territory  $  but  he  must  find 
le  fortune  of  war  against  him  ;  he  will  be  unable  to 
imiilate  his  men  to  follow  his  example,  and  be  compelled 
»  desist.  The  gentleman  again  says  Mr.  Adams  is  not 
ntitled  to  confidence,  because  he  was  not  taken  up  by 
>e  People — GeneralJackson  was  the  candidate  of*  the 
eople.  I  had  thought  General  Jackson  had  been  nomi- 
ated  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  I  believe  Mr. 
Lclams  had  also  been  nominated  by  a  State  Legisluture. 
oth  had  been  nominated  by  Legislative  bodies,  and  both 
so  by  the  People,  in  their  primary  assemblies.  Both, 
len,  were  candidates  of  States,  and  both  were  alike  can- 
idates  of  the  People — both  had  been  voted  for  by  States, 
lid  also  by  tiie  People.  But  why,  sir,  are  such  arguments 
rg^ed  here  ?  They  are  not  well  suited  to  the  place  or 
ccaston. 

The  gentleman  insists  tliat  Mr.  Adams  is  undeserving 
ie  confidence  of  the  People,  because  he  voted  against 
ic  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  We  are  told  by  the  gentle- 
lan  we  shall  not  inquire  into  any  abuses  in  the  Govern- 
lent  that  may  have  occurred  before  the  year  1824.  Yet 
'enllemen  constantly  rely  on  transactions  of  Mr.  Adams 
nd  the  Administration  long  anterior  to  that  period.  The 
lirness  of  this  course  is  with  themselves  to  settle.  But, 
r,  the  cession  of  Louisiana  was  obtained  before  Mr.  Ad- 
ms  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  did  not  vote  against 
le  acquisition.  At  a  subsequent  period,  on  the  question 
f  extending  the  laws  of  the  Union  over  the  Territory, 
without  ttie  original  limits  of  the  United  States,  he  voted 
1  the  negative.  On  that  question  he  had  doubts  of  the 
pnstitutional  power  of  Congress — doubts^  which,  I  have 
eretofore  stated,  he  entertained  in  common  with  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  Mr.  Madison. 

[Mr.  SMYTH.  I  said  he  voted  against  taking  possession 
»r  Louisixma. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  How  against  taking  possession,  by  a 
ote  of  the  Senate  ?  My  memory  does  not  enable  me  to 
olve  the  inquiry,  and  I  think  it  will  puzzle  the  gentleman 
r>  find  such  a  vote. 

Mr.  SMYTH  asked  to  explain,  and  refer  to  the  vote, 
le  referred  to  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  26th  October, 
803,  in  which  Mr.  Adatns  voted  in  a  minority  of  six 
gainst  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  take  posses- 
ion of  Louisiana.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  was  in  error,  as  to  that  point,  and 
he  gentleman  has,  by  his  correction,  afforded  me  an  op- 
-}ortiinity  to  acknowledge  and  correct  it.  I  spoke  on 
his  subject  altogether  from  memory,  having  had  no  op- 
->ortiinity  to  refer  to  documents.  But,  sir,  I  am  now  ad- 
i-ised  that  this  vote  was  given  upon  the  doubts  I  have 
suggested,  and  upon  objections  to  the  form  of  the  bill. 
[  repeat,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  not  unfriendly  to  the  ac- 
quisition  of  Louisiana ;  and  after  Congress  had  put  a 
construction  upon  the  Constitution,  in  reference  to  the 
doubts  which  had  been  first  suggested  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
in  a  circular  letter  on  the  subject,  and  after  that  con- 
struction had  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  People  of  the 
States  and  the  new  Territory,  Mr.  Adams  voted  with  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  He  certainly  did  not,  as  the 
gentleman  asserts,  vote  against  every  measure  concerning 
that  Territory.  1  will  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  8.ime 
Journal  from  which  he  has  read,  where  he  will  find  that 
Mr.  Adams  voted  in  the  affirmative  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  creating  stock  to  carry  into  execution  the  treaty  of 
cession,  and  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase 


money,  on  the  3d  November,  1803.  I  am  informed. 
Sir,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  one  of  the  warmest  advocates 
for  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana^  and  that  he  not  only  sup- 
ported this  bill,  but  made  an  able  and  eloquent  speech  in 
the  Senate  in  fiivor  of  it.* 

The  gentleman  is  for  hunting  Mr.  Adams  down,  be* 
cause,  he  says,  at  Ghent,  he  proposed  and  attempted  to 
surrender  the  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  river  to 
tiie  enemy.  Sir,  I  reside  upon  one  of  the  main  tributa- 
ries of  that  mighty  river,  and,  in  common  with  my  con- 
stituents, feel  immediately  and  deeply  interested  in  that 
question.  Any  attempt  to  take  from  the  Western  Peo- 
ple their  right  to  the  navigation  of  that  river,  would  be 
promptly  met  and  firmly  repelled  (  yet,  jealouh  aS  they 
are  of  their  rights,  and  ready  as  they  always  have  been 
to  protect  and  defend  them,  the  transactions  at  Ghent 
have  not  been  viewed  by  them  as  obnoxious  to  censure, 
on  the  ground  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
Whatever  right  or  claim  the  British  have  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  river,  will  be  foimd  recognized  in  the  treaties 
and  laws  of  the  country,  long  before  the  mission  to  Ghent 
was  ever  thought  of.  The  right  was  claimed  before  we 
established  our  independence.  It  was  expressly  recog- 
nized in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  and  was  in  foi-ce  at 

*  Mr.  Adama  fint  took  hi*  teat  in  the  Senate  the  da7  after  ihe  Loaiti* 
ana  Trvaty  wm  rattfl<:il. 

The  aoih  Oct.  1803,  he  voted  agiiinst  the  bill  to  uke  poMcnion  of 
Louitfiaiia,  becnute  h^  thought  thc>  8d  aecilon  unconsiiiutioiMl.  It  is 
ill  these  word* :  **And  be  it  t\irther  fnaeted.  That,  until  theexpimtion 
or  the  prvtrnt  «eMiuii  ofConfpTM,  uial«M  pruvMion  for  the  toaponrf 
government  uf  the  Mid  territvrits  be  Moner  nmde  bjr  Congn«s  ■!>  ^^ 
militarx,  elvil,  and  judicial  power*,  exercised  by  the  offlet- n  of  th«  ex- 
l*ciiig  guvfmment  ut  the  same,  shall  be  vested  iu  sueh  penon  and  per> 
son*,  and  shall  be  exereised  in  such  manner,  as  the  President  of  th« 
United  Statt-s  shall  direct,  fbr  maintaiuinr  and  pruiectiug  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Louisiana  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  pr.percy,  and 
religion.*^  The  reader  is  aslced  tu  reflect  on  the  extent  and  cootfe' 
«iuenee*  of  tins  power  bervin  conlerrrd  on  the  FnMideui,  and  then  open 
the  Constitution,  and  point  out  the  section  which  authorizes  Congress 
tu  confer  upon  the  President  such  tivmeiidou*  power  It  can  only  lis 
foand  in  eunstnictiou.    What  would  b«  said  if  Congress  were  now  to 

Eropose  to  confer  such  power  on  Pmideut  Adams  r— the  powers  of  ib« 
Jug  of  Spain  or  France,  or  of  a  Victroy. 

The  Mhei:  acts  ol  the  same  aessio.i,  extending  the  laws  of  th«  United 
States  over  the  people  of  Louisiana,  were  opiios(.*d  by  Mr.  Adams,  be- 
eau«e  the>  asJumed  to  exercise  powers  which  had  not  btcn  gntuied  M 
Congress  Itsrlf ;  ^  powers  rrsvrved  by  tlie  Praple  ot  tl^e  Unued  States 
to  Uiemsvlvrv ;  and  of  powtrrs  inherent,  by  natoral  right,  in  the  people 
of  Louiaianft.  The  union  of  the  twu  people  requiitrd  tlie  «:Xpres*iind 
fbrrnal  consent  of  both .  He  thought  the  Uiiltea  Sui«rs  had  i»o  eousti- 
tutioiial  right  to  force  their  laws  upon  the  people  ol  Louisiaiuu  who 
had  no  voioe  in  making  ihem,  without  their  eonsenc.  He  ihuugfat  the 
stnise  of  the  people,  both  of  the  Unhed  States  and  of  Louisiana,  vhoo Id 
be  taken— of  the  flr*t,  by  an  amendment  of  tlie  Constitution,  <vhich  he 
proposed  to  raise  a  cominttiee  lo  bring  in  ;  and  of  the  last«  by  takuig 
the  votes  of  the  people  of  Louisiana.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  consent 
of  both,  and  he  thought  such  a  course  **  would  serve  as  a  htiidmark  of 
6om«t  principles  for  flirjre  times,  as  a  memorial  of  homage  to  the 
fuBdameutal  pri;ieiples  of  civil  society,  to  the  primitive  aovereigniy 
of  the  People,  and  the  unalienable  rights  of  man.*'  Congp»s  detrr- 
mined  otherwise,  and  so  put  a  construction  on  the  Constitution, which, 
being  ac<|uicaeed  in  by  tae  People  of  the  United  States  and  of  Louisi- 
ana, was  also  aequiesced  in  by  Mr.  AdaSM,  and  he  ever  after  acted  oa 
that  oonstruetioii.  .    . 

Mr.  Adam«  was  in  fkvor  ui  the  aequisition  of  Loaiaiana,  and  of  an- 
nexing it  to  ihe  Union,  thoagh  he  differed  with  the  maionty  as  to  the 
means  to  be  employi  d  in  effc  eting  the  drsired  obnect.  On  the  Jd  Xiuv. 
1803,  he  voted  fur  the  bill  creating  stock  to  complete  the  purchase,  sup> 
posing  the  treaty.makiiig  power  ftiUy  adequate  to  effect  the  acquisi- 
tion, although  he  entertained  doobu  of  th«  authority,  iu  the  maimer 
proposed,  to  govern  the  iKvple  acquired,  without  thtir  Qousent.  Ou 
this  occasionlie  made  a  *]«ech,  waich  is  reported  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer, of  the  S5th  N«iv.  1803,  in  which  be  says :  »«i  am  extremely 
solicitous  that  every  titifo  of  the  engagements  ou  our  part,  in  these 
Conventiotu,shoulabe  pcrfbrroi'd  with  the  mustserupuiou*  good  biih.'* 
"Sueh  is  the  public  favurattending  the  transection  which  cumiiteneed 
by  the  negotiation  of  this  treaty,  and  which  I  hope  will  terminate  iia 
our  full,  undisturbed,  and  undisputed  pussesston  of  the  ceded  territory, 
that  I  firmly  believe,  if  an  amendment  lo  the  Cuustituiiun,  amply  sufll- 
eieut  fur  ihe  accomplishment  of  everything  we  have  contracted,  shall 
be  proposed^  a*  I  think  it  ought,  it  will  be  adunu-d  by  every  Sute  in 
the  Umoiu"  **I  trust  they  [our  stipulations]  will  be  ■<^erfarmed,aiid  1 
will  eheerfyally  k'nd  my  Itand  to  ewry  act  urees»ary  for  the  purpose;  for 
I  considrr  the  object  as  of  the  highest  im  jiortanee  lo  us ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman fbora  Kt  ntucky,  [Mr.  Breckeuridgv]  himself,  who  has  display- 
ed,  with  so  laueh  eloquence,  the  imfneiise  importance  to  this  Uuiun, 
uf  Ihe  possession  of  the  ceded  territory,  eannoi  carry  his  ideas  on  that 
subjeei  Airthef  than  I  do. "-See-  National  lateltigcnoer.  ISOS^  the 
Journal  of  the  Senate,  and  VU,  Adams*s  letter  iacvpiy  l«  Ue*t.  AJeaa»- 
dvr  Smyth,  pubUshed  in  ttS3.-2r«e»|r  Mr,  W, 
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the  commencement  of  the  late  var.*  The  American 
commistion  at  Ghent  assumed  the  groand,  under  the  in- 
atmctWina  of  the  Goremment,  with  Mr.  Madiaon  at  its 
bead,  that  the  occurrence  of  war  had  not  abrogated  the 
rif;bU  of  our  country  under  that  treatv — which  was  a 
treaty  of  Independence,  an  acknowledjpement  of  our 
right  to  enter  into  the  family  of  nations.  The  tiiaitu  ante 
M&uf»— the  Btate  of  things  before  tlie  war— is  well  known 
to  have  been  the  basis  of  that  negotiation.  The  propo- 
sition to  which  the  gentleman  probably  allodei,  was  one 
submitted  on  that  basis,  and  made  to  countenrail  one  sub- 
mitted by  the  British  commission.  It  had  iu  effect. 
But,  sir,  that  proposition,  good  or  bad,  is  not  chargea- 
ble to  Mr.  Adams—he  neiUier  drew  nor  submitted  it.  It 
was  drawn  by  Mr.  Gallatin.  l*he  treaty  was  finally  con- 
cluded without  any  prortsion  on  that  subject ;  and  thia 
important  right,  wliich  the  gentleman  gratuitously  sup- 
poses Mr.  Adama  treacherously  proposed  to  surrender  to 
the  enemy,remains  secured  to  the  British  by  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  Independence,  and  as  tliey  have  enjoyed 
it  ever  since  !  Tet  what  single  individual  living  on  that 
river,  or  navigating  iU  waterr,  has  been  conscious  of  its 
existence,  or  Uiat  he  has  been  deprived  of  any  rig^it  ? — 
The  gentleman  evinced  his  strong  desire  to  know  all  the 
secret  negotiations^  in  the  right  season,  and  in  the  day 
time,  in  reference  to  that  subject.  He  has  been  in  pur- 
suit of  this  infonnation,  I  believe,  some  years,  and,  if  he 
haa  fallen  short  of  its  attainment,  I  know  not  who  can  aid 
him ;  but  I  will  hazard  tlie  assertion,  that  neither  Mr. 
Adams,  nor  any  member  of  his  cabinet,  have  any  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  they  wish  to  conceal.  The  clamor 
raised  in  relation  to  thb  matter,  is  not  raised  by  the  Peo- 
pie,  but  by  politicians,  who  wish  to  obtain  and  wield  the 
power  and  patronage  of  the  Government. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  made  many  other  ac- 
c  usations  againat  Mr.  Adams.  I  will  not  occupv  the  time 
necessary  to  follow  him  through  the  whole  list',  as  many 
of  them  are  of  a  character  requiring  no  refutation  before 
an  intelligent  People.  One  of  these  charges  ii^  that  Mr. 
Adams  was  one  of  three  who  proposed  a  bill  in  the  Se- 
nate for  suspending  the  writ  of  habeoM  corpus.  I  will 
not  canvass  the  merits  of  that  proposition.  The  gentle- 
man did  not  show  how  the  proposing  this  bill  disqualified 
Mr.  Adams  for  the  Presidency  i  that  he  hss  left  for  conjec- 
ture. It  seems  to  me,  that,  tf  the  submitting  to  the  deli- 
beration of  Congress,  a  proposition  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
haheaa  eorpu$,  be  an  unpardonable  sin  in  Mr.  Adams, 
and  calling  for  his  abandonment  and  disgrace;{  if  this 

C reposition,  which  was  never  carried  into  ettect,  iscalcu- 
ted  to  ruin  his  hopes  {  that  the  claims  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
the  ji^ntleman's  own  candidate,  cannot  be  promoted  by 
being  placed  in  contrast.  He,  contrary  to  Uw,  or  certain- 
ly without  its  express  aid,  actually  suspended  that  writ,  I 
believe,  in  more  instances  than  one,  and  employed  milita- 
ry coercion  to  control  the  judicial  functionaries,  who  had, 
or  were  about  to  grant  its  privileges  ?  and  moreover  used 
towards  one  judge,  at  least,  violent  denunciatory  words, 
and  words  of  gross  personal  abuse. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  liad  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point  All  was  wrong  there  too. 
It  IS  alleged  to  be  an  aristocratic  institution,  and  to  have 
been  diverted  from  its  orif^nal  object.  None  but  the  sons 
of  the  rich  and  powerful,  in  his  view,  were  educated 
there  j  its  benefits  were  withheld  from  the  poor.  In  ac- 
cordance with  Mr.  Adams's  political  opinions,  this  institu- 
tion was  conducted  to  estsblish  a  privileged  order.  The 
gentleman  feelingly  deprecates  the  prevalance  of  aristo- 
cratic opinions  and  privileged  orders,  as  dangerous  to  li- 
bcrt)'.    It  has  been  repeatedly  shown,  during  this  debate, 

•  "Art.  8.  The  MvigmUon  of  Uie  ri?«r  MiMiicippi,  fh»ai  it*  tourec 
to  the  oeeui,  ihall  foivrer  mnain  free  and  open  to  thetttbieftuor 


opinicw 

Its  benelits  have  not  been  limited  to  the  nch ;  W.bn 
been,  as  thev  should  bo  under  our  GoremMot,  exiti 
ed  alike  to  tne  poor  and  the  ridu  The  soMceiciji 
ed  there  pervades  all  ranks  and  dsssei  in  ndetj,  md,  »< 
ing  diffused  throughout  the  cooatry,  fbras  dK  opi^ 
upon  which  it  can  asfely  drsw  in  time  of  need.  AH  cm 
tribute  to  its  support,  and  all  partidpsle  in  iti  beach 
Appointments  to  that  institution  nre  aude  fm  em 
part  of  the  country,  upon  thebsmof  (heBe{rteg:itHa 
mmi  each  State  In  Congress.  The  gentlessn  n^ri 
a  remedy  for  this  evil ;  one  that  excited  nj  speck!  to^ 
der,  although  in  keeping  with  the  noden  cintn  k 
military  prnlominance.  His  indignitioa  vu  mx^  *•«  >  > 
highest  pitch,  agnnst  the  aristocrMy  orthea»B'(T,L'^ 
its  privileged  orders  in  the  Military  AcsdeiDj,tBdb(rr^ 
posed  that  it  be  open  only  to  the  toMoftSkm^^ 
army  !  Ir  this  pure  Republicanism,  intheopiiii«iei^ 
gentleman  ?  We  will  have  no  ariskoOMy-wpri^ 
oi-der^but  none  shall  enjoy  the  pririlegarfil**'*^ 
Academy— none  sliall  hereafter  be  efigiUe  to  itten 
commissions  in  the  army,  but  the  sons  of  olBom-^^" 
of  miliUry  officers  are  to  constitute  an  Ofdcf  liikus^ 
diUr^jT  riffht  to  public  education  and  mifitincsnais: 
Is  this  the  Opposition  Republican  remedy  tt«  the  p 
leged  orders  of  the  present  Military  Acadeoy'  ^^ 
maxim  of  the  Constitution,  which  subjecti  the  roBtt-rj 
the  civil  power  to  be  reversed,  and  the  post  ^}^2 
danger  alone  to  be  opened  to  the  loni  of  m&isj^ 
cers  ? 

[Mr.  SMYTH  sUted,  he  liad  said  the  wo rf  ^«^' 
military  officers.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  That  does  not,  in  any  w. ^^ 
argument.  The  principle  is  the  same*  whetiffaf* 
cer  be  dead  or  alive.  None  but  the  sons  of  Aa*j; 
be  admitted  into  the  Academy.  The  Decta«»^^ 
dependence  asserts  tliat  all  men  arc  free  and  y  ;* 
now,  the  sons  of  soldiers,  the  bone  uAwuAaj^ 
mies,  who  fight  your  battles,  and  without  tbono^ 
would  be  useless,  are  to  be  excluded-th*y»«"*^' , 
privileged— they  are  not  to  be  entitled  to  my  K<*^ 
the  gentleman's  regsuxl,  or  to  the  protectioiiofiK^ 
try.  The  sons  of  fimners,  of  mechanics,  of  ^^ 
who  have  wasted  their  lives  in  the  public  serto.' 
diers  who  have  fought  its  battles— all  these  ik  ^^ 
aside,  to  make  way  for  this  new,  and  wcloutelyF 
ged  order— the  sons  of  Officers  in  the  Army!  &,•' 
not  deprive  the  gentleman  of  any  portion  of  the  sff^J^ 
ing  from  the  possession  of  such  RcpubrictnisB-^  " 
enjoy  tlie  whole  of  it— and  I  think  ldooot8y»«^ 
temper  of  the  American  People,  in  »J^^^,^ 
warned  by  the  promulgation  of  such  ahnning«^ 
and  awakened  to  increased  exertions  to  arrest  jfc::- 
grcss,  and  preserve  our  institutions  againitth«ri«fi^ - 
I  intend  the  gentleman  no  disrespect,  but  I  thijtiK  • 
medy  he  proposes  for  the  Militaty  Academy, » f* . 
to,  would  impel  us  with  astonishing  rapidity  into is^ 
ry  despotism-^  calamity  which  1  pray  God  toaffi^^ 
my  country.  Sir,  I  will  now  leave  the  K^^^^^L 
Virginia,  and  proceed  with  the  subjects  I  ifltendrt' 
mark  upon  before  he  addressed  the  House.  ., 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  on  the  opp«J 
of  the  House,  [Mr.  Bkll]  deliglitcd  me  and  the "  ^; 
with  the  effurt  he  madd  in  this  discussion-an  cifoj  ^^ 
dencing  in  him,  the  possession  of  eXliaordiMiy'".  ^ 
lual  fiiculties,  and   powers  of  eloquence  wej) 
met  with,  accompanied  with  good  fceKngs,  h'PJ    . 
mendable  on  all  occasions,  and  the  more  coffl"w  ^ 
in  those  engaged  in  political  warfare.    But  1  ]^^^ , 
some  of  the  remarks  he  was  pleased  to  make,  \^tt 
to  myself,  w6re  not  in  keeping  with  «'»*  8*"    nmeet ' 
his  observations.     I  do  not  allude  to  the  ^^^^^. 
paid  me,  though  I  confess  I  thought  it  nthtraK" 
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3n«.      He  Mid  I  invoked,  with  more  art  than  he  had  ever 
before  witne«ed,  abuse  upon  the  Administration,  and 
^m,<\  Btriven  to  provoke  from  its  opponents  charges -of 
corruption.    I  am  sure,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  had  listened 
t.o  what  I  said,  he  would  have  spared  these  remarks.    I 
invoked  no  abuse  of  the  Administration  {  I  sought  not  to 
f>rovoke  any  one  opposed  to  it,  to  charre  it  with  corrup- 
tion and  profligacy.    I  never  believed  it  obnoxious  to 
3uch  a  charge  :  but  I  did  invoke,  and  I  do  now  invoke, 
a.  full  and  free  examination  and  inquiry  into  the  acta  qf  its 
cnembers^  into  their  abuses  of  power.    I  courted,  and  I 
Slow  court,  an  investigation  of  nicts  connected  with  their 
oonduct,  which  I  thought  and  still  think  will  exonerate 
them  from  the  abuse  tliat  had  been  heaped  upon  them  ; 
and  I  urged  gentlemen,  who  perusted  in  pouring  out 
&buae  upon  those  officers,  to  abandon  general  charges, 
mnd  resort  to  aomething  specific  that  could  be  met.   1  do 
i»ot  auppose  the  gentleman  misinterpreted  me  purposely f 
t  liave  for  him  a  feeling  of  a  diflferent  character.  The  gen- 
tleman said,  moreover,  that,  until  this  invocation  to  abuse 
on  the  Administration,  no  one  had  made  any  attack  on 
the  Individuals  composing  it.     The  gentleman  could  net 
Have  attended  to  the  course  of  the  dcSiatet  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  fronV  Kentucky,  who  introduced  the 
proposition  [Mr.  CuiToir] ;  to  those  made  1^  the  two 
Sentlemen  firom  Vii^ginia  [Mr.  RAHDOLFiand  Mr.  FlotdI; 
t«    those    of  the  two  gentlemen    from    Pennsylvania 
£  Messrs.  Ikbuam  and  Buceaitax]  ^  to  those  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Mitcbxu.]:  to  those  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Dahixl];  and  those  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  CAmsoir]— aU  of  wbidi 
preceded  mine.  A  reference  to  the  course  of  the  debate, 
wiH,  1  think,  satisfy  the  gentleman,  that  I  am  not  obnox- 
ious to  the  chaive  thrown  upon  me.    I  have  never  pro* 
g     voked  a  discussion  of  this  kind,  alUiough  it  has  fallen  to 
J     any  lot  to  engage  in  several  in  defending  the  cause  I  sup- 
port.    The  gentleman  said,  also,  as  I  uiKlerst^ood  him, 
.,     that  !  bad  introduced  the  Tariff  into  this  debate,  and  he 
expressed  a  wish,  wttii  peculiar  emphasis^  that  no  friend 
of  his  country  woiikl  endeavor  to  connect  tliat  subject 
with  the  Presidential  election.    If  the  gentleman  intended 
'      the  House  should  understand  that  my  remarks  on  that 
subject  evidenced  hostility  to  the  institutions  of  the  couo- 
try,  or  a  desire  to  connect  the  Tariff  with  the  Preaidential 
'      <|uestion,  1  repel  the  imputation.    1  did  not  introduce 
^      that  subject  into  debate-^it  was  introduced  by  a  gentle* 
man  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Fiatd]  near  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  and  I  only  alluded  to  it  in  renly.    I  would 
^      avoid  making  the  connexion  deprecated  oy  the  gentle- 
^       man,  and  should  he  hereafter  see  any  attempt  to  connect 
'       those  subjects^  I  hope  be  will  unite  with  me  in  prevent- 
-       ing  its  execution.     The  gentleman  urent  still  one  step 
^       farther,  and,  assuming  that  the  friends  of  tfie  Administra- 
tion were  game  run  down,  he  entreated  his  friends  to  for- 
bearance, and  wound  his  horn  to  call  off  the  hounds.  The 
gentleman  had  better  wait  a  little — ^he  is  too  fast.     Is  he 
quite  sure  the  game  is  run  down  ?    I  think  it  is  far  from 
it--that  it  is  not,  and  will  not  be,  run  down.    He  can  set 
his  pack  in  motion  again,  as  soon  as  he  pleasesi  but  I  beg 
t        him  to  spare  us  his  pity,  at  least  until  we  ask  it.     When 
we  cry  crav::n,  then  let  him  call  off  his  hounds,  and  be 
magnanimous — not  before.     The  gentleman,  with  much 
force,  invoked  both  sides  to  forbear  personal  irritating  re- 
marks and  allusions,  yet  perhaps,  in  the  next  sentence, 
lie  employs  the  potent  party  catch  words,  <*safe  prece- 
dents,'' of  most  significant  meaning  in  these  times-show- 
ing in  himself  how  much  easier  it  is  togive  good  advice 
than  to  follow  it. 

The  ^ntleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wicxurrx] 
brought  into  the  debate  rather  more  than  his  usual  zeaL 
lie  wove  together,  with  great  skill  and  adroitness.  Audi- 
tor's scalps.  National  roada,  Indian  tours,  London,  Tacu- 
b»ya,  and  Guatemala  cards,  Hartford  Convention,  Levee 
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coats,  the  Jackson  party,  and  Sons  of  Royalty,  making  a 
substantial  opposition  web,  of  entirely  new  materials, 
which  I  will  not  attempt  to  unravel.  The  efforts  sliewed 
him  friendly  to  domestic  manufactures^  and  experienced 
in  the  fabrication  of  a  new  article,  without  the  aid  of  a  pro- 
tecting duty — the  raw  material  for  which  he  could  speak 
into  existence  at  pleasure.  There  are  but  two  of  the 
many  allusions  maae  by  the  gentleman  to  which  I  intend 
to  make  any  reply  :  the  imputation  upon  the  Secretary 
of  SUte  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  laws,  and 
those  upon  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  manner  of  dis- 
bursing the  appropriation  to  improve  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sisippi  rivers.  The  gentleman  cannot  be  ignorant  that  a 
law  of  the  United  States,  passed  many  years  ago,  directed 
the  Secretary  of  State,  within  a  given  period  after  the 
close  of  each  session  of  Congress,  to  have  their  acts  print- 
ed and  distributed  to  each  State  and  Territory  of  the 
Union.  The  distribution  was  formeriy  made  througli  the 
Post  Office  Department,  free  of  expense  to  Governmenli 
but,  I  tliink  early  in  the  session  before  the  last,  the  Post- 
master General  informed  the  Secretary  the  laws  could  no 
longer  be  distributed  in  that  way,  because  their  great 
bulk  delayed  and  injured  the  regular  mail.*  The  law  re- 
auired  the  Secretary  to  distribute  the  acts  of  Congress ; 
that  duty  he  was  bound  to  perform;  a  resort  to  the 
usual  channel  of  distribution  was  declared  by  the  officer 
having  control  over  it  injurious  to  the  public  interest— 
what  was  the  Secretary  to  do  ^  Estimates  of  the  expense 
of  a  different  mode  were  communicated  to  Congress,  and 
appropriations  made,  and  he  did  lust  what  his  duty  requir- 
ed of  him.  No  complaint  is  made  by  the  gentleman  that 
the  Secretary  has  not  faithfully  performed  his  duty,  or 
that  he  has  employed  un&ithfdl  arents;  yet  he  is  blamed 
for  performing  that  duty.  Would  the  i^ntleman  have 
the  distribution  again  inade  through  the  medium  of  the 
Poat  Office  ?  He  should  require  the  Postmaster  General 
to  perform  that  duty.  It  would  be  much  more  appro* 
priately  asugned  to  that  Department,  than  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State»  snd  I  will  warrant  the  duty  is  one  of  which 
the  Secretary  of  State  would  gladly  be  relieved. 

The  gentleman  firom  Kentucky  has  also  alluded  to  the 
appropriations  made  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  unhentatingly  chargea  the  Ad- 
ministration with  profligacy,  in  employing  two  aff^ts  in 
expendinar  the  money.  Sir,  Congress^  in  May,  1824^  ap- 
propriated $75,000  for  removing  the  anags,  planters,  and 
sawyers,  in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  to  make  an 
experiment  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  over 
one  or  ta-o  of  the  sand  bars  below  the  falls.  Last  Winter, 
a  law  was  passed,  appropriating  30,000  dollars  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  ohio  river  alone,  and  in  other  re- 


*  It  if  luulerftaod  that  the  lint  praetiee  nnder  the  tew  reqolriaf  a 
dbtribotMNVor  the  aeu  of  CangrMi,  was  tlie  auM  a*  now  pMeiMBd, 
whicb  wM  followed  by  a  dutribatkm  throagli  tk«  Poat  Ofllce  Depart- 
menc,  tluit  was  praetiaed  for  leveral  >ean.    In  the  Winter  of  1S|4-S, 


, ippropriatkmt  made  for  the  inereaaed  ezpenaeafl 

dbiribaiMn.    The  followinir  eatniet  of  a  letter  ttom  Mr.  M'Leaa  will 
put  thia  matter  In  its  true  light:     • 

**  I  informed  the  Seereury  of  State  that  the  mail  had  inereaaed  ao 
mneh,  in  bulk  and  weight,  and  foraereral  months  would  be  lo  nnieh 
erowcd  with  thedoeamenta  which  had  been  ordered  to  be.publidMd, 
that,  to  diatribote  the  lawa  thnHwh  it,  aa  Iwd  been  the  praatlee  aome 
jeart  paat,  woold  be  extremely  ineonTenient.  and  ilgurioua  to  the 
ptiblie :  and  I  auggcMed  the  proprlecy  of  hia  adoptiiq^  aome  other  plan 
todiatvibutethem.  On  the  Southern  and  Weaterti  routea,  theaail. 
at  that  time,  weighed  oftm  fVom  two  to  three  thouaand  pounda,  ana 
I  waa  appreheuMve  that,  if  the  lawa  were  added  to  the  doeumenta 
whieh  woald  be  in  the  eoarar  of  diaivibation  doriaif  tho  Sammer,  tliat 
the  tranaportation  or  ii  would  not  only  be  retarded  on  aooaa  orthemoat 
importuit  rouiea,  but  that  hrttera  would  be  liable  to  ij^ury  by  itt  great 
weight  and  eonaeqnent  IHetion. 

"The  Seerctary  afterward*  infomed  me,  that,  in  cwMtqiitnae  of  mv 
anggeation,  he  ahould  forward  in  the  mailonly  a  n:w  eopico,  to  the  Udh 
ted  Smtea*  offleera  in  caeh  Bate,  and  ahoold  make  arrangement  to  die- 
tribute  the  balaaee  of  them  through  hia  own  Department. 

*^OH2r  M'LKAir. 

»i9th  li;BrcA,lSS7.*'-2faer  fty  Mr.^fT. 
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•prcU  than  the  remoral  of  the  tnag^  lie.  The  one  hv 
Iwd  an  object  entirrily  dHfcrent  Iraai,  aad  haTingr  no  con- 
nesMM  with,  the  other.  The  objects  of  the  kwB  diflfer- 
inip,  and  the  theatre  for  expenditorea  beings  variant,  it  is 
obfioos  that  two  sets  of  af^ents  were  lequiivd.  The  Ad- 
fiiiniitratioo  were  bound  to  appoint  two,  and  they  did  so. 
Does  blame  attaeh  to  them  >  Were  the  appointmenU 
bad  ones  > 

[Mr.  WICKLIFPE  explained.  He  said*  that,  under 
the  appropriation  for  clearinj^  out  the  Ohio  and  Mjasiasip- 
pi,  thie  Administration  appointed  a  Superintendent  and 
AMi^ant,  at  six  dollars  per  day,  and  under  the  last  ap- 
propriation, which  he  said  was  connected  with  the  im- 
proTement  of  the  Ofaio^  at  the  Gnnd  Chain,  &c.  the  pow- 
er bad  been  exercised  to  appoint  a  new  Superintendent, 
whom  he  did  not  know.  He  understood  he  had  made 
large  preparations  hat  Spring  for  a  splendid  trip,  but  lit- 
tle or  nothing  had  been  done.]  ^ 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Under  the  aet  of  May,  1824,  appro- 
pnatinr  the  75,000  dolbin,  the  former  Secretaiy  of  War 
offered  that  expenditure  on  a  contnct,  and  submitted 
the  execution  of  the  contract  to  the  superrision  of  a  Cap- 
tain Babcock,  of  the  corpa  of  Enjpneers,  I  believe.— 
They  had  not  preceeded  fiir,  before  it  was  found  the  con- 
tractor  and  engineer  were  ninntng*  counter  to  the  contract 
and  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  bw — the  work  was  stopped — the  captain  of  Engi- 
neers was  arrested,  and  brought  before  a  Court  Martial 
for  trial.  After  considerable  debrf,  the  Executive  ap- 
pointed  Captain  Shreve,  who  I  bebeve  now  holds  the  ap- 
p<iintment. 
^  [Mr.  WICKUFFE  said  the  appointment  had  been  once 
given  to  a  gentleman  in  Kentucky,  now  dead.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  thank  the  gentleman;  I  bad  forgot, 
'ten  that  appointment.  The  duties  of  the  superintendent 
were  specific,  but  mostly  connected  with  the  Blississippi 
River.  The  appropriation  of  last  Winter  was  solely  for 
the  Ohio  river,  ano  looked  to  its  general  improvement, 
along  its  whole  line  from  Pittsbui^  to  the  Mississippi.  It 
was  not  limited  to  operations  below  the  f»Ils,  where  all  the 
operatior.s  und^  the  former  appropriations,  except  the 
removal  of  snsgs,  &c.  were  confined,  and  to  experiments 
upon  the  sand  bars.  Tlie  kiw  devolved  the  duty  upon 
the  Executive  of  expending  this  money.  How  was  it  to 
be  expended'  Will  the  gentlemitn  from  Kentucky  say, 
it  was  expected  the  Secretary  of  War  should  leave  his 
.  official  duties  here,  and  superintend  the  expenditure 
of  this  money?  The  power  to  appoint  an  agent,  he  says, 
was  inferred— he  did  not  say  usurped,  though  his  remarks 
looked  that  way.  Sir,  what  yiu»  the  Secretary  to  do  ? 
He  could  not  attend  to  discharge  this  duty  in  person. 
Was  he  to  neglect  it?  No  one  will  pretend  so.  Wliat 
then  was  he  to  do  ?  The  only  alternative  wia  to  select 
the  proper  agent  to  execute  the  law.  The  gentleman 
seems  to  think  the  duty  should  have  been  confeq-ed  on 
Captain  Shreve.  Why,  I  am  unable  to  see.  I  presume 
he  had  no  right  to  the  appointment.  Nay,  such  an  ap- 
pointment would  have  been  manifestly  improper.  Had 
he  received  t)]^  second  appointment^  he  could  not  have 
performed  its  duties  wiihoTit  neglecting  those  of  his  first 
appointment.  )t  yiw  not  advisable  to  postpone  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  ^epppd  law,  until  the  first  was  completely 
executed,  I  will  not  question  CapUin  Shreve's  compe- 
tence to  discharge  the  duties  incident  to  the  execution  of 
either  law,  but  he  htj  not  power  to  perform,  at  the  same 
time,  the  duties  of  both,  which  might  require  his  person- 
al attendance,  in  places  one  thousand  miles  distant  from 
each  other.  The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  as  agent  a 
Mr.  Courtney,  of  Alleghany  County,  Pennsylvania,  not  an 
obscure,  unknown  ipan,  as  the  gentleman  sheeringly  sup* 
posed,  but  a  respectable  citizen,  one  who  had  been  i|nit<> 
ed  aeveral  years  since  t^y  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania 
m  fi  poipmlssion  of  three,  to  expend  an  appropriation  made 


{ by  that  Sute  to  improve  the  natiptioaofAeww 
!  He  was,  therefore,  not  without  exjwiwce,  «hh«p  ^ 
'  gentleman  had  never  hesrd  of  bim.  Tbecwfitec^ 
posed  in  him  bv  the  Commonweshh  of  PeBWjhm,' 
reference  to  simihr service,  I  thmk  waseiidtWtosw- 
respect  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  iithcmikwi»c:t3 
shmce,  now  alleged,  that  the  gentkiw  fria  fc-: .  ? 
had  never  heard  of  him.  Withoat  ctaipflf  As  ^ 
with  any  dereliction  of  duty,  h^s  selection  sopdij;* 
the  Adnunistr^tion,  aa  evidence  of  osunatwvolpwf 
cv,  and  extravagance  ?  IVisisreaByoMrfAeeBW 
ties  of  the  times,  for  the  discm-eiy  of  ^f^  ^Pf 
man  from  Kentucky  sliooW  have  credit  It  t^i«' 
waate  of  time  to  ssy  »«ipe  on  this  point.  I  W  f^'^ 
to  notice  the  remarks  oftbe  genUesanm  whuoB  <^^ 
extravagant  expenditures  of  the  AdBiini<ntoitt  -i 
Indian  treaties,  and  for  the  journeys  of  tbe«ff^;^ 
ed  with  Indian  affairs.  Sir,!  hare aottwyhjg^J^ 
ion  of  the  mdividual  aUuded  to.  I  ^^^,^\ 
against  him,  but  I  do  not  thiak  very  hirtiyofte  • 
not  my  purpose  to  defend  him,  bat  bnelj  to  »?.  ' 
am  informed  the  gentleman  from  ^^^^!^^ 
to  gross  error  as  to  the  amount  cxpewW^wf*'^ 
the  treaties,  or  performing  the  iotiroeyMlWwi^ 

The  gentleman  from  Penn^lvaiiisjiw-  "•■T;^^ 
remarks  he  made,  yesterday,  Mod,  wiA  w«f^^^ 
manner  that  distinf^ish  him,  that  one  njestftrKt 
binet  had  said,  about  the  time  of  the  deetwn  ts^ 
dent,  in  reference  to  the  want  of  popnlmtj  n.  l/  ^ 
vidual  selected,  «*give  us  the  I>»»"»*K*'^,p 
make  ouraelves  popular."    Where  is  the  erA^^^ 
tain  this  accusation  ?    There  is  none.  1  ^J^^ 
word  of  it.     The  ^ntleman,  VinHeK,prftew»^^^ 
ekcept  that  found  in  the  party  P«WKatio« J- , . 
1  he  gentleman  aays.  forthcr,  that  the  Af»"*T^.. 
the  power,  and  the  individuals  coropo^tnj  "  «^^ 
ed  into  a  Holy  Alliance  against  viHue  and  t«fji^^ 
got  money  to  control  the  press— to  w*^!*!^,.. 
for  traducing  innocent  female* !    '''*^^^,kw 
ited,  on  this  occasion,  an  over  acal,  Ftik  «*».   . 
cause  or  this  place.     If  the  members  «J"*.  1^. 
tion  ha\e  entered  into  a  Holv  Alliance  rf  tw^   ^ 
the  People  should  know  it.  '  I  demand  *«  l*r 
were  the  parties  to  th?s  Holy  AUiwceJ  J^^. 
where  was  it  formed*    Where  is  the  fifW  «  ^. 
tions  ?     When  accusations  of  tliis  f"p""*!j^*^j^^' 
this  place  against  those  entrusted  with  '"f '_tj' 
tion  of  our  Government:  those  enjoying tw^;, 
of  the  People  5  the  ornaments  of  thJ  sge  «f '^ 
cause  oftherountrj-,thecbarac!erof«irp«t»wr., 
permanence  of  our  institutions,  the  •"'"^l^,, 
throughout  the  world,  all  unite  i«i  IhccsHwrpj^.. 
I  tell  the  gentleman,  the  call  is  not  ini»ff|  \.» 
encc  to  the  party  newspaper  libels  of  *?**i  cr*- 
thing  more  is  necessary  to  sustain  «»chicnwp:^^ 
er  evidence  is  required.     We  arc  <5***'^  j^Lilf, . 
ing  personalities  into  this  debate }  ''"*»*   juj^il 
out  foundation,  in  any  one  instance.    *^^'^.^jcc' 
pose  it  evidences  a  decorous  rrgsnJ  foro"'^'.^^.!<  5 
cy,  to  rise  here,  and  fulminate  aBatheroas  »^  v^,j 
ccrs  of  Government,  for  entering  into  *,"  ;j^'y-^ 
against  virtue  and  intelligence,  for  ^^'"'^P^/f 'j^-' 
and  hiring,vena1  wretches  to  traduce  feJ»>«  ,  ^^^  1 
Are  we  to  sit  quiet  ufider  such  imp«tstiw»^  ^'^ 


fragments  of  adverse  political  part*»<^*S*Xf9tH 
and  intelligence  of  the  People,  toin(!««c  Wj,^.,i 
down  the  present  Administration*  and  ^"'''  ,p  jg  I 
and  patronage  of  the  Government  from  ^h*"  .j^i 
ries;  1  have  heard  of  attempts  ^o**mj^  ,ii 
tjon  of  the  Press  ;**  of  subscnptioni  of  WF  «^ 
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ney  tocoMrol  itaictioni  and  ve  all  heard  with  horror 
my  friend  from  Maaaachuaetts  [Mr.  Evsmstt]  read  an  ex- 
tract from  a  pamphlet  published  by-»I  will  not  aay  a 
"  venal  wretch"-»traducing  the  character  of  the  wife  of 
our  Chief  Mag^iatrate  i  but,  thank  God,  neither  have  con- 
nexion with  any  member  of  the  Adminiatration.  If  the 
gentleman  would  crown  his  benevolent  eflTorts  with  an 
immediate  and  abundant  harvest,  his  prospecta  of  auc- 
ceaa  would,  dnubtleaa,  improve,  if  he  pursued  his  inqui- 
ries among  the  combinea  force,  oppcMed  to  the  Admin- 
istration. 

Sir,  just  as  the  question  was  about  to  be  taken,  yester- 
Jay,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tlirew  himself  be- 
bre  the  House,  and  tauntingly  accused  the  friends  of  the 
Administration  with  "  backing  out, "  and  seeking  a 
'cloak'*  to  cover  us,  and  to  cover  the  iniquities  and  en- 
ormities of  the  Administration,  because  we  wished  the 
nquiry  to  be  carried  back  to  1791,  to  a  period  embrac- 
ng  former  Administrationa.  Not  one  half  hour  before, 
he  gentleman  from  Virginia^  [Mr.  Ritu]  in  an  eloquent 
ppeal  to  the  House,  endeavored  to  show  that  ttie  Ad- 
ninistratton  was  unworthy  of  confidence,  because  it  had 
lot  pursued  the  example  of  the  Administratihns  of  Wash- 
ngton,  Jefferson,  Mailison,  and  Monroe.  These  cluirges 
f  extravagance  and  profligacy,  can  only  be  made  out  by 
omparison.  One  gentleman  contraats  the  course  of  this 
Ldministration  with  that  of  former  ones,  and  another 
entleman,  on  the  same  side,  wheh  we  seek,  in  order  to 
scertain  if  the  contrast  is  well  founded,  to  inquire  what 
le  former  ones  did,  charges  us  with  seeking  for  a  cloak 
}  cover  our  enormities  !  *  Admirable  consistency  this  ! 
*he  Administration  is  to  be  pulled  down  for  deviating 
t>m  these  woKhy  examplea,  and  yet,  when  we  aak  to  be 
iformed  in  what  particular  the  Administration  has  devi- 
ted,  the  door  is  to  be  abruptly  shut,  not  a  ray  of  light 

to  be  shed  upon  the  inquiiy.  Sir,  genUemen  may 
ursue  their  own  course;  but- such  injustice  is  too  pal- 
able  to  eseape  the  reprobation  of  an  intelligent  com- 
lunity.  It  will  require  a  broad  cloak  to  siiield  those 
ho  refuse  so  plain  an  act  of  justice  fhom  the  indignation 
'.  the  People.  '^ 

The  gentleman,  I  believe,  adverted  to  the  appoint- 
ent,  by  the  present  Administration,  of  members  of 
ingress,  to  ofRce— I  am  sure  the  rentleman  from  Vir- 
Ilia  [Mr.  Smyth]  did— and  relied  upon  the  instances 
at  have  taken  place,  to  fix  upon  the  Administration  the 
large  of  comiption.    Some  gentlemen  have  referred 

the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  t!ie  only  per- 
:t  model  for  imiution.  I  admire  Jts  purity.  He  was 
osen  by  this  House,  as  was  Mr.  Adams.  1  will  not  re- 
on  my  roemoiy,  in  reference  to  the  course  Mr.  Jeffer- 
n  adopted  towards  members  that  voted  for  him,  Mi 
erted  themselves  to  ensure  his  election  ;  but  I  will 
id  some  extracts  from  a  debate  in  this  HoOk,  in  1802, 

the  repeal  of  the  Judiciary,  connected  wifh  this  sub- 
:t.  They  are  from  one  whose  opinionawill  now  be  re- 
ived, as  carrying  with  them  great  authority— from  the 
viarks  of  one,  then  a  member  of  this  House,  fh>m  the 
ite  of  Delaware,  now  no  more,  whose  talents,  integ^i- 

virtue,  and  eloquence,  none  will  qilestion-^l  mean 
s  late  James  A.  Bayard.  In  debate,  on  the  ^tb  Feb- 
iry,  1802,  he  said: 

**  The  case,  sic,  to  which  I  refer,  carries  me  once  more 
the  scene  of  the  Presidential  election.  I  should  not 
ve  introduced  it  into  this  debate,  h.id  it  not  been  call- 
up  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia.  In 
t  scene,  I  had  my  part  <  it  waa  a  part  not  barren  of 
ic3ent,  and  which  has  left  an  impression  which  cannot 
ily  depart  from  my  recollection.  I  know  who  were 
dered  important  characters,  either  firom  the  posses- 
1  uf  personal  means,  or  from  the  accident  of  political 
ation.    And  now,  air,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  mem* 

what  his  reflections  and  belief  will  be,  when  he  ob- 


serves that  every  nuin,  on  whose  vote  the  event  of  the 
election  hung,  has  since  been  distinguislied  by  Presiden- 
tial favor  ?    I  fear,  sir,  I  shall  vioUte  the  decorum  of  Par- 
liamentary proceeding,  in  mentioning  names  {  but  I  hope 
the  example  which  has  been  set  me,  will  be  admitted  as 
an  excuse.     Mr.  Charles  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina, 
was  not  a  mentbec  of  the  House,  but  he  was  one  of  the 
roost  active,  efficient,  and  successful  promoten  of  tlie 
present  Chief  Magistrate.     It  w^  well  ascertained  that 
the  votes  of  South  Carolina  were  to  turn  the  equal  bal- 
ance of  the  scales.     The  Zealand  industry  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney had  no  bounds.     The  doubtful  politics  of  South  Ca- 
rolina were  decided,  and  her  votes  cast  into  the  acale  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.     Mr.  Pinckney  has  since  been  appointed 
Minister  Plentpotentiaiy  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  f  an  ap- 
pointment as  high  and  honorable'  aa  any  within  the  gift 
of  the  Executive.    I  wiU  not  deny  that  tliis  preferment 
is  the  reward  of  talents  and  services,  although,  sir,  I  have 
never  yet  heard  of  the  talents  or  services  of  Mr.  Charles 
Pinckney.     In  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  know 
what  was  the  value  of  the  vote  of  Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Ten- 
nessee.    The  vote  of  a  State  waa  in  his  hands.     Mr.  Clai- 
borne has  since  been  raised  to  the  high  dignity  of  Gover- 
nor of  the  Mississippi  Territory.    I  know  how  great,  and 
how  greatly  felt,  was  the  Importance  of  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Linn,  of  New  Jersey.     The  delegation  of  the  State  con- 
sists of  five  members.     Two  of  the  dele^tion  were  de- 
cidedly for  Mr.  Jefferson ;  two  were  decidedly  for  Mr. 
Burr.     Mr.  Lini)  was  considered  as  inclining  to  one  side, 
but  still  doubtful.     Both  parties  looked  up  to  him  for  the 
vote  of  New  Jersey.    He  gave  it  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
Mr.  Linn  has  since  had  the  profitable  office  of  Supervi* 
sor  of  his  District  conferred  upon  him."   Again,  he  says, 
**  I  sliall  add  to  the  catalogue  but  the  pame  of  one  more 

fentleroan,  Mr.  Edward  Livingston,  of  New  York.  I 
new  well,  full  well  I  knew,  the  consequence  of  this  gen- 
tleman. His  means  were  not  united  to  his  own  vote  i 
nay,  I  always  considered  more  than  the  vote  of  New 
York,  within  his  power.  Mr.  Livingston  has  been  made 
Attorney  for  the  District  of  New  York  i  the  rond  of  pre- 
ferment has  been  opened  to  him,  and  hia  brother  has 
been  raised  to  the  distinguished  place  of  Minister  Pleni* 
potentiary  to  the  Prench  Republic.  This  catalogue 
might  be  swelled  to  a  much  greater  magnitude  i  but,  I 
fear,  Mr.  Chairman,'  were  I  to  proceed  farther,  it  might 
be  supposed  that  I  mybelf  harbored  the  uncharitable  sus- 
picions of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  of  the  purity  of  the 
gentlemen  whom  he  thought  proper  to  promote,  whidi 
it  is  my  design  alone  to  baniafi  from  the  mind  of  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Virginia."  Again,  he  say»— 
**  Tlie  present  Executive,  leaving  scarcely  any  excep- 
tion, has  appointed  to  office,  or  has  by  accident  indirect* 
ly  gratified,  eveiy  man  who  had  any  distingoished  roeana 
in  the  coropetitbn  for  the  Presidential  office,  of  decid- 
ing the  election  in  his  favor.  Yet,  sir,  all  this  fumidiea 
too  feeble  a  presumption  to  warrant  me  to  express  a  sus- 
picion of  the  integrity  of  a  great  officer,  or  of  the  pro- 
bity of  honorable  men,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high 
functions  which  tliey  had  derived  from  the  confidence  of 
their  country." 

Sir,  I  will  not  detain  you  while  I  read  further.  I  com- 
mend the  example  of  him  from  fwhose  remark!  I  have 
read  to  gentlemen,  aa  worthy  to  be  followed.  But,  if  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson  is  put  forth  as  the  only 
example  worth v  of  imitation^ and  I  admit  its  worth^let 
gentlemen  apply  the  remarks  I  have  read  to  the  charges 
now  made'against  the  present  Chief  Magietrate.  If 'the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  Minister  abroad  <  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Claiborne,  Governor «  of  Mr.  Linn, 
Supervisor  i  of  Mr.  LiviiiASton,  who  wielded  more  than 
his  own  vote,  to  (he  omce  of  District  Attomejr  i  and 
sending  hia  brother  Minister  to  France  i  be  no  evidence 
of  corruption  in  Mr.  -Jefferson, -or  of  theoMelvesb  I  aak, 
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with  what  face  it  can  be  cinmed,  that  any  appointment 
of  the  present  Preaident,  from  members  o«  Congress,  is 
erldence  of  corruption  in  him  or  them  >  The  same  rule 
ihould  be  applied  to  both.  Mr.  Jefferson  appointed 
many  more  members  of  Conrress  to  office  than  the  pre- 
sent President  hss.  I  do  believe,  nr,  that  men  of  piirer 
Ktriotism,  c»f  a  nrare  sincere  lore  of  counirjr,  are  not  to 
t  found,  than  the  members  of  the  Administration,  and 
those  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  [excluding  myself  from 
the  number]  who  engsged  in  electing  him.  Shall  it  Uien 
be  said,  that  charges  of  corruption,  founded  on  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
■tronger  than  any  connected  with  the 'election  of  Mr. 
Adams,  are  to  be  scouted  as  unfounded  and  maKgnant, 
wMle  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams,  they  are  to  be  received 
as  conclusive  proof? 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BoefiA'Av]  has 
told  you  he  had  no  knowledge  or  belief  in  the  charge  o( 
bargain  and  intrigue,  as  connected  with  the  Presidential 
election. 

[Mr.  BUCHANAN  explained.  He  thought  he  had 
been  sufficiently  explicit  in  what  he  said,  and  in  the  ex- 
planations he  had  given,  and  particularly  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampihire,  a  short  time  since,  not  to  be 
misumlerstood.  He  had  laid  that,  as  to  all  knowledge  of 
aonv  thing  improper,  or  any  bargain.  In  the  last  Presiden- 
tial Election,  he  disclaimed  it  \  he  knew  nothing  about 
it.  He  would  not  impute  corruption,  but  had  argued 
the  question  on  the  danger  of  the  precedent  alone.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  thank  the  gentleman  \  my  desire  is 
to  understand  him.  It  is  now  admitted  that,  so  fiir  as  his 
knowledge  extends,  he  knows  nothing  of  any  corrupt 
baigain,  or  any  other  thing  impeaching,  in  any  degree, 
the  purity  of  the  transaction.  How,  then,  stands  the 
caser  The  President  of  the  United  SUtes  is  charged 
with  having  procured  his  office  by  means  of  a  corrupt 
bargain,  mgned,  sealed,  and  executed  on  this  floor.  The 
gentleman  rises  and  discbims  all  knowledge  of  any  bar- 
gmn.  Yet,  having  no  knowledge  of  corruption,  or  im- 
proper conduct,  (and  if  he  has  none,  I  pray  you  who 
has  >)  he  says  the  President  and  hia  Administration  are 
unworthy  of  confidence.  If  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the 
truth  of  the  charge— if,  with  him,  the  charge  la  without 
a  shadow  of  evidence— b  he  willing  to  set  himself  be- 
fore the  country  as  drawing  inferences  of  guilt  from  bets, 
the  existence  of  which  he  denies— of  which  he  disclaims 
idl  knowledge  or  befief !  Sir,  such  a  courae  is,  in  my 
opinion,  unjust,  and  I  feel  impelled  by  a  strong  sense  oif 
doty  to  meet  and  repel  both  the  argument  and  the  infer- 
•noe.  I  understood  him  to  suy,  moveover,  that  the  si- 
tuation of  the  President  and  Secretary  was  worse  than 
it  would  have  been  if  there  ha»l  been  proof  of  a  corrupt 
baigun. 

[Mr.  BUCHANAN  expbined.  He  had  said  that,  admit- 
ting, for  the  sake  df  the  argument,  the  transaction  was 
pure,  yet  it  waa  more  dangerous  than  if  it  was  proved  to 
be  corrupt,  because  under  such  a  precedent,  corruption 
would  steal  into  the  country.  He  knew  he  was  correct, 
from  the  notes  of  the  Reporter.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Sir,  1  understand  the  Administration  is 
alleged  to  be  unworthy  of  confidence,  and  should  be  hunt- 
ed down  I  that  it  was  corrupt,  and  had  outraged  the  mor- 
al sense  of  the  community.  What  do  we  now  hear  1  Ad- 
roit that  the  transaction,  to  which  all  have  referred  as  the 
origin  of  the  charge,  is  pure,  free  from  the  taint  of  corrup- 
taon,  yd  ita  tendency  is  to  introduce  corruption  !  Is  it,  in- 
deed, true,  that  the  pureuit  of  pure,  honest,  upright,  con- 
stitutional means  to  obtain  office  in  this  country,  is  moie 
dangerous  in  its  tendency  and  influence  than  the  employ- 
ment of  foul,  dishonorable,  corrupt  means,  to  attain  the 
end  ?  -  Sir,  I  can  neither  admit  nor  belteve  it.  I^ie  coun- 
tiy  will  not  credit  it.  I  have  heard  the  gentleman,  in 
one  of  his  bappi9it  moods,  support  tlie  proposition  that 


the  Constitution  ought  not  to  be  anenlediiitlKew- 

sions  rebtmg  to  the  election  cf  PraideBt  1  \m\tk 

force  of  his  argument.     What  do  I  now  bar  Ml  b as  | 

dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  People  to  entertbePn  i 

dential  Chair  by  the  use  of  honest,  coutittliinttlsaa  \ 

than  by  open  reaort  to  bargain,  intrigiie,udcanptiA  | 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  dternative  in  vhiehtlie^  ; 

tieman  has  placed  himself,  and  from  srhich  I Kemcirf 

Sir,  I  had  originally  intended  to  nj  noie  totbe  ps^ 

man  from  Pennsylvania,  and  to  haveewBiKdhiilinx: 

criticisro  upon  the  act  of  1810,  and  the  contnctim  ^ 

upon  it  in  relation  to  outfits  ;  bat  mv  fhendfrBS  ^et 

Hampshire  [Mr.  Ba.»tlstt]  has  aatieipited  m,  tt! 

done  much  better  justice  to  the  subject  thinlcn>ld.  I 

will,  therefore,  leave  the  gentleinsn,  tfter  tia^^ 

tional  remark.     Reverting  to  the  former  meria  m^ 

SecreUry  of  SUte,  the  gentlemsniaplosedtotlBrliJ 

sins  are  not  unpaidonable.    When  the  k^m^s'^i 

which  he  b  a  member  sliall  be  puUed  down  isd  ^-^ 

ed,  and  the  great  danger  of  the  precedent  a  im^- 

then  the  gentleman  is  wilting  he  thoald  retnni » i' 

House,  to  fight  by  his  side,  and,  after  due  pni>itici,i^ 

time  for  repenUnce,  that  he  should  be  proiwte<ittff« 

more  elevated  station.     As  a  friend  of  ibtdiitiflf^!^^ 

individual,  1  acknowlec^  the  kindnes  of  tW  t< ' 

man.     Gratifying  as  it  would  be  tohimioiie<>(^'^' 

side  of  the  gentleman  from  PcnnsylnnitintbHcytf.: 

is  probable  no  future  event  will  afford  ihe  opF«; 

But  to  my  understanding,  sir,  there  ire  usMnif  a^ 

ticns  that,  as  sure  as  he  lives,  the  time  will  cc«.»^^ 

too,  at  no  very  remote  period,  whew  the  a»«^ 

of  that  great  and  good    man,   who  ha*  btw  P^ 

with   a   degree   of  malignity  wHhoui  P»»"'l,  "^ 

silenced  ;  when  his  exalted  merits  and  import«fc«^ 

will  be  properly  appreciated  by  his  fellow  et^ 

rewarded  by  his  elevation  to  the  first  office  la  *^  f 

And  when  that  time  shall  arrive,  1  •*»**  «*?*?''' ^'^ 

gentleman,  convinced  of  his  purity,  ^PP"**f  i,l 

intere&t  of  the  country,  in  peifect  b»nDOfly»w""^ 

ciples  of  his  Administration.  ,  ^4 

The  gentleman  from  Virginis,  [Mr.  Ri^JrT, 

quence  yesterday  rivet  ted  the  attentiosof  the  Ho^-^ 

a  force  and  perspicuity  peculiarly  his  own,  en^^ 

to  prove  the  Administration  profligste  "^  j^;», 

by   comparison  of  the  expenditures,  ic « o^^^ 

ministrations  with  those  of  this.    1  *»"  "°*'*Ls.. 

tention  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  gentje'"*' r^i. 

Hampsliire,  undertake  to  follow  him  >"^^  -: 

could  I  do  so,  without  time  to  cxsminethe<J«^*j., 

which  he  referred.     There  arc  s  few  pomu,  »"»:^  ^,. 

lieve,  were  not  noticed  by  the  g«ntlentffl  J^,  . 

Hampshire,  to  which  alone  I  wiU  ask  your  >tttB^^, 

gentleman  urged,  among  other  reasons,  *y  H^ 

quiry  was  necessary  in  the  expenditorc*  w  i^  ' 

iration,  thM  our  revenue  resulted  from  »J*^ S  t-.; 

that,  if  it  sprung  from  direct  taxation,  the  caii     . 

gatherer  would  enable  the  People  to  see,  ^^^  T  | 

connect  their  contributions  with  the  tx^^^  ^^^\i 

gentleman  did  not  say,  nor  do  I  know  *"-r^,^^-j 

qpinion,  that  we  ought  to  resort  ^o^^'f^^/jbis^ 

Btion,  instead  of  our  present  method,  "'"t  Lf  of  i' 

ion,  I  oppose  to  It  that  of  Mr.  Jeffef^^'^'ucrffell- 

RepubKcan  party  iu  former  tiroes.  I  ^^"^^  so  r^ 

the  time,  when  parly  spirit  in  this  ^^rl^t^)^^' 

Ihjit  even  bdtes  wore  difTerenl  ^^^^^t    1 

party  attachment  5  and  to  have  »ecn  tlien»    ^^  ^^ 

Church  door,  and  violently  pbck  the  "^^^jgnJi. 

another's  bosoms.     Then  I  heard  it  w*a  »   ^,  n> 

trine  tliat  our  revenue  should  be  '•!  ,  .iJtdotW"'*' 

tion,  and  not  by  duties  on  imports  t  °!*V  ^.^jH^' 

abandoned  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  »nloP^  ^^^^ 

rcct  lax  b\i8  were  repealed,  and  tbqj;  "^    ^^^^ 

resorted  to  since,  except  in  time 


of  Wit- 


1449 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS* 


1450 


Pis.  6,  1838.] 


Bdrenekmeni. 


[H.  OF  R. 


^ntleman  would  not  have  them  restored.  The  gentle- 
nan,  adverting  to  the  ooiine  of  the  Admhfiietnition, 
imongtt  matten  vrged  to  prove  it  ^unworthy  of  confi- 
lence,  Mid«  that,  when  men  had  crept  mto  omce  by  cor- 
rupt means*  they  would  find  money  enough  to  reward  all 
rho  had^Msisted  in  their  elevafion,  and  to  quiet  all  dis- 
ippointed  candidates  for  office.  What  is  intended  to*  be 
nferred  from  this  ?  Does  he  mean  that  the  President  has 
bund  money  to  distribute  as  rewards  to  those  who  assist- 
ed to  elect  him— money  enough  to  quiet  disapponnted 
:andidates  ?  Does  he  really  believe  it  f  Does  any  man' 
•jse  here,  on  this  floor,  and  say  such  is  the  fact !  No, 
(ir,  not  one  :  and  as  to  disappointed  candidate^  we  have 
lumerous  living  witnesses  about  us  to  prove  that  they 
isvenot  been  quieted.  The  gentleman  has  animadverted, 
Krith  more  asperity  than  he  usually  employs,  upon  what 
le  terms  lawless  constructions  of  the  Constitution  and 
aws,  adopted  by  the  Administration  to  extend  its  power 
md  patronage.  What  are  lawless  constructions  }  Who 
las  the  bwfol  fight  to  construe  the  Constitution  snd  laws 
n  reference  to  the  discharge  ol  the  Executive  fiinctions 
>f  this  Government,  but  the  President,  with  bis  Cabinet?- 
rhey  may  err  in  construing  the  Constitution  or  lawa,  but 
heir  construetion  is  not  lawless.  These  lawless  con- 
tructions— these  usurpations  of  the  Executive — have  been 
(ai-ried  to  such  lengths,  as  to  call  for  the  interference  of 
he  People  to  srrest  their  progress,  as  an  act  of  self-pre- 
ervation.  I'he  gentleman  gives,  as  an  instance  of  this 
awless  construction  and  usurpation,  which  he  thinks  was 
lever  before  urged,  the  appointing  foreign  Ministers  on 
)rig^nal  misaions,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  8*0^  I  have 
bought,  for  many  years,  the  exercise  of  this  power  by 
he  Executive  was  not  strictly  warranted  by  the  Const  itu- 
ion  ;  but  it  has  been  maintained  by  many  of  the  ablest 
nen  in  the  co(fntr>',  and,  because  I  do  not  sgree  in  their 
:oiifltruction,  it  f^ives  me  no  right  to  denounce  their  con- 
itruction  as  lawless.  The  gentleman  must  know  that 
bis  power  was  exercised  by  Washington  and  Jefferson, 
ind,  I  believe,  by  every  Executive  since  the  organization 
>f  the  Government.  The  Russian  Mediation  Mission, 
vhich  terminated  in  the  Treaty  of  Gheiit,  was  originat- 
ed by  Mr.  Madison  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and,  un- 
ess  my  memory  is  faithless,  one  of  the  Commissioners, 
I  Mr.  Gallatin^  whose  nomination  was  afterwards  submit- 
ed  to  the  Senate,  and  rejected  by  that  body,  was 
levertheless,  continued  in  the  Commission,  snd  paid, 
f  the  construction  of  Mr.  Adams  is  lawless,  and  he 
I  usurper,  then  was  the  construction  of  Washington, 
lefferson,  Msdison,  lawless,  and  they,  too,  wera  usur- 
lers." 


umotioii 
Iter" 

iccaui    ,  _  ^    _, ^  ^ ^ 

a  the  invitation  to  meet  the  Soalh  Amerieau  Statet  in  aCongmt^ 
o  be  held  at  Panama,  he  mid,  ««the  inTitatiou  ha«  been  aeeepttiLand 
if  iniMen  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slate*  wilt  be  eommiMloned  to 
attend  at  thr«e  deUbenitioM,  and  to  take  part  in  them,  lo  fur  as  may  be 
lompatible  with  that  neutrality  from  whiib  it  i»  neither  our  in- 
entiun,  nor  the  deaire  of  the  gOier  Aaeriean  Statea,  that  we  should  de- 
»art." 

President  Washington  eommunieated  to  the  Senate,  in  February," 
791.  the  diffleulties  that  had  rained  between  the  Kingdirm  of  Porto- 
pa  I  and  the  United  States,  and  in  hi*  roeMagr,  he  saya  i  ^  On  eooalder. 
tion  ofaU  the  eircumscanees,  I  hnTe  detocinincil  toaeeede  to  the 
Irairc  of  the  Court  of  Lisbon."  And  he  concludes,  '^l  haTe, 
herefore,  nominated  David  Humphreys  Minister  resident  (Voro 
he  United  Slates  to  her  Most  FaithAil  M^yeuj  the  Queen  of  For- 
usmi."  Li>tany  impartial  man  contrast  the  tanfuage  of  the  two  Pivsi. 
cuts. 

President  Washington,  in  1780,  in  thereeecs  oflhe  Senate,  ocfginat- 
d  a  I>tolomaiic  Agvncy  to  Orpot  Britain,  and  oommksioned  Oonver- 
icur  Morri«.  In  1701,  heoriginatcd  a  mi*siun  to  Moiueco,  a.id  ap« 
iotnt«d  Thomas  Barclay,  Consul,  to  nrgottete.  In  the  raccss  of  the 
;«nate. 

rresident  Jefferson,  dfaring  thefirst  recess  of  the  Senate,  after  hb 
iiatigu  ration,  appointed  twenty 4bur  Consuls  and  Cmnmereial  Agents, 
J  dtffrrent  pans  of  the  world,  six  of  whom  were  ortgiiml  appoint^ 
■mto,  to  piaoes  where  such  oflleers  ft«m  IheUnited  States  had  not  been 
c-nt  bvAirv.    In  May,  ISOl,  Mr.  JeffersuQ,  in  the  recess  of  the  Scoate, 


I  now  come,  sir,  to  the  gentleman  from  Yii^insa,  [Mr. 
Ravbolpb.]  I  regret  tliat  i  have  not  been  able  to  get  the 
floor,  when  the  gentleman  was  in  his  seat,  that  I  might 
liave  paid  my  respects  when  he  was  present .    I  'come  to 
him  now  last  in  order,  considering  him  the  commanding; 
general  of  the  Opposition  force,  and  occupying  the  oosi- 
tion  of  a  commander,  in  the  rear  ot  his  troops^  controilinf^ 
their  movements*,  issuing  his  orders  *,  direct'mg  one  subalt- 
ern wliere  and  how  to  moTe  his  forces ;  admonishing  ano* 
ther  to  due  and  proper  caution,  and  to  follow  his  lead- 
er {  noddin^^  approbation  to  a  t&ird,  and  prompting  him 
to  extraordmuy  exertion  {  examples  of  which,  the  gen- 
tleman has  given  us  in  this  debate.     Since  the  failiu^  of 
the  motion  tO  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,  the  gentle- 
man  has  become  a  warm  and  zealous  friend  of  retrench* 
ment  and  economy,  a  bitter  enemy  ol  profligacy  and  ex*, 
travagance.    I  am  glad  of  Uiis.     1  will  not  attempt  to  an- 
swer his  late  arguments  on  tlie  subject  i   but,  1  hope  I 
sliall  not  be  deemed  out  of  order,  it  i  make  him  answer 
himself.     His  mind,  I  believe,  has  undergone  an  almost 
total  revolution  in  a  few  years.     In  the  debate  on  the 
Compensation  Bill  in  this  House,  in  1816,  the  gentleman 
is  reported  to  have  said,  amongst  a  great  many  other 
things^-*'  the  present  system  might  do  for  maintaining 
soldiers,  or  day-laborer%  but  not  for  men.of  our  time  <h 
life,  and  of  our  State."    Here  the  gentleman  exhibits  a 
commendable  State  pride,  and  a  proper  regard  for  State 
rights,  (the  fushiunable  doctrine  of  the  dJsy )  and  of  our  dig- 
nity. Again,  he  says,  **  the  salaries  of  the  ofiicers  of  Guv- 
ernment  were  notoriously  scanty, and  though  lie  would  ra- 
ther see  the  salary  a  disgrace  to  the  man,  than  the  man 
.a  disgrace  tn  the  office,  he  would  give  the  public  ser- 
vants such  salaries  as  would  enable  them  to  live  without 
imputation  of  dishonor  :  for,  he  asked,  what  man  can  live 
here  on  $5,000  a  year  ?     He  may  breathe  on  it,  but  wlu* 
can  keep  a  family,  rent  a  house,  furnish  it,  keep  an 
equipage,  give  and  receive  entertainments,  on  that  an- 
nual amount  }    A  five  penny  bit  would  be  just  as  ade- 
quate to  that  purpose."    Again,  having  proposed  an 
amendment,  as  ne  said,  •*  merely  an  a  quietus  to  tender 
consciences,"  he  thought  $1500  an  insufficient  cumpen- 
sation,  and  said  <<  there  was  no  profession,  scarcely,  by 
which  a  man  could  not  earn  $1500  in  six  montlis,  and  do 
it  much  more  pleasantly,  too,  than  by  coming  here." 
Again,  "his  only  objection  to  the   bill  was,  that  it  had 
not  made  the  compensation  $2,500,  instead  of  $1500 — 
then  a  man  might  come  here  with  something  like  the 
prospects  of  home."     As  to  the  compensation  of  the 
Speaker,  and  President  of  the  Senate,   he  said,  '*  he 
should  have  liked  the  bill  better,  if  it  liad  given  $5,000  to 
each.     The  Spe«ikcr,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  enabled 
take  a  House,  and  rcsida  here  as  a  great  officer  should 
do."    These  quotations  may  be  sufficient  tu  show,  the 
love  of  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  the  perfect  con- 
sistency of  the  present  leader  of  the  opposition  party.    I 

instituted  the  ofice  of  Secreurr  of  Legation,  and  eomroissjoned  Tho- 
mas  Sumpter,  Jr.  Secreury  of  the  Legation  to  France ;  and  in  Anguii, 
in  the  same  year,  he  in  like  manner  cuioMlssioned  John  Graham  to  the 
same  olBee  at  Madrid. 

President  Madison,  in  1813,  commissioned  Memrs.  Adams,  Gallatin, 
and  Bayard,  to  treat  with  Great  Btitain,  under  the  Russian  mediation. 
It  is  a  UBgular  fhet,in  refaition  to  this  mission,  that  the  anti-war  party 
in  the  Soiaie,  in  1814,  led  hy  Mr.  Ooir,  of  MaMschosetts,  atuehed 
President  Madison  for  e&ereising  this  power,  and  he  was  suiuined  by 
the  entire  Kepubliean  party. 

The  treaty  with  Spain,  in  which  Florida  was  etded  to  the  United 
Slates  provided  for  Instituting  a  eommission  to  aseertatn  the  claims 
of  our  citizens  against  Spain,  to  **  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  adrieeand  consent  of  the  Senate.*^  President  Monroe 
eommlssioQcd.  among  others,  Messrs.  Tazewell  and  Wbiir,  now  of  the 
Senate,  to  fill  this  new  offlee,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  of  course 
without  its  consent  and  adTa«e,aiid  they  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their 
oflce. 

It  would  swell  the  limits  of  a  note  loo  mnafa  to  enlarge  upon  the  coMr- 
eise  of  this  power.  Further  Infbrmatioa  can  he  found  in  the  lOth 
Tolnine  of  Waite*s  State  Papers,  and  a  Ksi  of  appointmenu  op  to  fSl4, 
in  SeaaiA  Ootumimta  State  Fapeia,  Sd  Bassttta,  Uth  Cuogrest,  No.  t7.— 
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vill  mAke  one  other  qnotetion,  sir,  to  show  bit  regard 
for  the  will  of  the  People,  which  it  now  to  much  harped 
upon.  In  the  same  debate,  in  reply  to  a  fpentleman  liom 
South  Carolina,  be  nid,  ^  the  gentleman  had  advised  us 
to  go  home  and  consult  our  constituents.  Consult  them  for 
wl'at !  Por  four  nence  half  penny.     Instead  of  receiving 


instnict'ons  from  his  constituents  oh  this  subject,  he  wmtid ,  jod  they  would  introduce  jockey  nden  tnd  net  barm 


instruct  them.**  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^  [Mr. 
Bpcbavah]  said,  if  these  things  are  done  in  the  green 
tree,  what  may  we  not  expect  in  the  dnr }  If  these  re- 
msrlcs  are  to  be  considerea  as  having  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman iron  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivnoun^  in  the  green  tree, 
we  need  not  feel  any  aurprte,  at  what  fiills  f^pm  him  now 
in  the  dry. 

The  gentleman  said  the  other  day,  in  the  notice  he  con- 
dcseemfed  to  take  of  my  friend  and  colleague,  [Mr. 
Vawck]  he  did  not  regret  the  vote  he  gave  agunst  the  ad- 
misBion  of  Ohio  into  the  Union— if  it  were  to  do  over  a- 
rain,  he  would  do  the  same  thing— he  never  would  rote 
tor  the  admission  of  another  naa  Staite.  Sir,  I  represent  a 
portion  of  one  of  these  new  States  and,  for  myself  and 
my  conatituents,  I  claim,  and  will  exercise  equal  rights 
.  and  privileges  with  the  gentleman  from  Virgtnis,  or  with 
any  other  gentleman  from  any  one  of  the  old  thirteen 
9tate$.     We  came  into  the  Union  upon  a  footing  of  per- 
fect ecjuality,  and  we  intend  to  maintain  a  perfect  equali- 
ty of  rights.    I  sbotiia  be  gratified  to  know,  if  the  People 
of  the  neio  States  are  to  consider  this  declaration  of  the 
leader  of  the  party  as  a  declaration  of  hostility  bv  the  par- 
ty against  them.  Be  it  ao,  if  they  will.     I  have  heard  the 
gentleman,  on  a  former  occasion,  speak  contemptuously 
of  the  People  of  Ohio  and  the  Western  countiy,  and  ex- 
ert bis  greatest  power  to  bring  them  into  ridicule.     Fle 
remarked  upon  their  dress  and  manners — ^their  hunting 
shirts,  moccaains,   their  leggins,   their  scalping  knives, 
and  tomahawks,  and  rifles  {  their  half  savage  ferocity. 
Sir,  I  like  the  blunt  honesty  of  this  representative  from 
one  of  the  o/d  thirteen.    If  Hie  gentleman  feels  his  digni- 
ty  lessened  by  sitting  here  with   the  Representatives  Of 
these  half  savage,  hunting  shirt,  and  moccasin  men,  he 
must  try  to  bear  with  it  the  best  way  he  can.    We  may 
improve  our  looks  ai>d  mend  our  manners  after  a  little 
longer  intercourse. with  the  gentleman,  and  other  mem- 
ben  from  the  old  thirteen  States.    Whatever  opinion  he 
may  have  of  the  liepreaentatives  from  the  West,  if  he  will 
visit  the  country,   and  see  the  People,   witness  their  in- 
dustry, observe  their  love  of  order  and  decency,  and  par- 
take of  their  hospitality  and  abundance,  his  respect  for 
them  will  increase ;  but  they  will  not  part  with  any  per- 
tion  of  their  political  rights,  nor  consent  to  be  placed  here 
in  any  degrading  relation.    On  another  occasion,  I  have 
heard  of  the  gentleiran's  speakiflg  of  the  non- slave  hold- 
ing States,  something  like  this— I  quote  from  memory. 
••You  of  the  North  have  divided,  we  of  the  South  have 
**  united,  and  can  always  unite— we  liave  divided  and 
**  conquered  you  once,  and  we  can  do  it  again.     When 
••  we  conquer  you  once  more,  we  will  drive  you  to  the 
«'  wall ;  and  when  we  get  you  there,  we  will  liail  you  to 
"  the  counter  like  base  money  .**  We  shall  see,  perhaps, 
ere  long,  whether  the  People  of  the   non  slave  holding 
States  will  be  again  divided,  driven  to  the  wall,  and  nail- 
ed to  the  counter  like  base  money,  at  the  will  of  the 
gentleman.     It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  threats  uf  this 
kind  are  to  be  carried  into  execution  and  submitted  to — 
if  they  are,  tt^e  People  of  those  States  will  richly  deserve 
to  be  nailed  down  like  base  money  \  they  will  be  unde- 
serving the  privileges  of  freemen. 

The  gentleman  discourses  upon  matters  and  things  in 
general,  and  is  exceedingly  happy  in  bdn^  uhoays  in  ar^ 
aer*  When  the  resolutions  were  in  their  original  ahape, 
such  discourse  was  according  to  their  letter.  I  will  not 
undertake  to  follow  his  course.  In  a  few  sentences,  the 
other  day,  be  brought  together,  in  singular  relation  to 


each  other  and  the  subject,  Peter  Poftupiae,  tiie  Iw 
Junto,  Polyphemus,  Barnabas  BidTell,  the  JtcboiV 
ty,  Purdy,  and  the  horse  Eclipie.  Politio,  tte  air. 
brings  one  acquainted  with  itnn|^  coiipiaioM.  I  hr 
lately  heard  a  great  many  jockey  and  praingplinw  » 
traduced  into  debate,  by  eentlemen,l»otluitieeip«t 


into  our  disctisnons.  We  have  one  imtance  wM} 
an  attempt  to  make  a  horse  a  Senator,  tnd  lodrtkebn 
in  official  robes  ;  but  I  cannot  wippoie  the  genka*, 
much  as  he  admires  Eclipse,  would  eorfer  Semt -i 
dignity  upon  him,  or  bring  him  into  th'a  Bwnt  rv 
gentleman  says  the  expenses  of  thii  GoremBeaiK* 
to  |>e  reduced  but  by  the  election  of  the  Opjwrti«ji 
didate,  and  again  reducing  our  cipenditurci  to  f}«t 
appropriations,  avoiding  contingent  fundi  Md»»re 
tive  powers.  On  this  subject,  I  wifl  refertljepr^^^ 
to  the  accounts  of  General  Jackson  for  hoWiBj  l^- 


Treaties,  while  enjoying  the  fuU  piyindeiwlMK 
of  a  Major  General ;  his  travelling  eipcn  ' 

Yille  to  New  York,  and  to  his  expend 


joyi..^  —  —  ,  , 
of  a  Maior  General ;  his  travelling  eipcnw  fn»V 
Yille  to  New  York,  and  to  hU  expend  of  mwrdflt-^ 
for  wine  and  other  luxuries  to  supply  lu*tible.i  ' 
Governor  of  Floricbi,  and  receiving  the  W«J«**; 
menu  of  his  station.  I  donc»t  compUin  of  these  »^ 
ances  jthey  were  doubtless  made  for  goodaoiej*^; 
the  accounts  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  theiHonawtH^ 
prove  him  unfit  for  the  Presidency,  theiedwMflt*^  , 
al  Jackson,  and  allowances  to  him,  onnotgototo  :^ 
him  better  qualified.  1  think  none  will  ^J^fl' 
either  usage,  or  legal  provision,  or  »pcci6c  ap?^^ 
tion,  for  these  expenditures.  . 

Considering  the  relation  in  which  I  Htudttfte*^ 
man  from  Virginia,  I  hope  he  will  not  connto  «; 
the  rules  of  common  courtesy,  if,  «*»'•*« '^^& 
and  his  friends  on  the  remarlible  eiM  with  »W« ^ 
charges  his  duty  as  leader,  and  hisincrciiN*.^, 
the  good  cause,  I  ofTer  him  my  condolence  ouw^^^ 
ties  which  so  much  afflicted  him  when  he  »PP<^*; ' 
us  yesterday.    These  difficulties  which  ^^  " , 
much,  are  only  those  incident  to  hi«  station  nUew^ 
poliiical  family ;  these  little  ••frmily  jtn"  """; ;; 
the  best  regulated  families :  they  should  ^f^t'^  . 
the  gentleman  should  not  allow  them  to*"!*!,, 
such  violent  agitation  :  he  viH  soo"  l>W®^     .--. 
thenu 
ministering 

cnase,  ann  wmp  wi^i^^id*  w*»i»m»  — —  --  -,  y^^''. 
sure,  should  bear  such  trifiing  crossei.  1"/°''^^,; 
jected  to,  the  gentleman  compbins  t***'""*.,,..^ 
say  he  offered  himself  a  volunteer  »itt»«*"»Vnl  4 
of*^  corruption.  -If  he  waa  not  a  ^o^un^^j^Ify.. 
what  sort  of  witness  was  he  ?    His  tttendsfj;^^ 


(|OCtO!»ft«- 


hem.  Surely,  he  who  can  keep  V^^'^Z^'- 
ninistering  medicine,  call  in  ihepolifical  w«^r.:, 
ihase,  and  whip  strsfirgiers  withm  the  bnct,  "^,. 


Hei^*-'' 


I  gave  his  evidence  without  compulsion  ^ 
uTd  not  be  guilty  of  testifyhigthcgeiiffj^, 
per  that  the  gentleman  handled  ye*o^  , 


been  coerced«  bjr  subpoena  or  otherwise, 
stand  and  /  " "  ' ' 

tainly  woul 

of  the  paper  that  the  gentleman .     ^  , 

gloves  on,  as  if  it  were  unsafe  to  touch  it  J»"  "7,, 
I  believe  a  large  portion  of  tlie  Hpusc  underrt^ j^ 
say  pretty  much  what  he  is  reported  to  hive  ^^^ 
what  rehitionto  the  subject  had  hjsdedi»n<j^^.,. 
knew  something  of  a  corrupt  bai^in  ^'^f^JLig,:'^ 
high  contracting  parties  ?  Why  did  he  »y  « \ZUd 
fore  the  election,  when  Mr.  Crswfbrd  obslin*^'?^ 
to  die,  while  it  was  uncertain  how  **»«  *®'J  Jj  cs»i<i»" 
liad  been  given,  and  who  would  be  the  ^^r\^^ 
retimied  to  the  House  >  Bat,  sb,  as  the  *rT,h,:' 
the  privilege  of  explaining  away,  of  **%%:, ^j!;!^ 
was  understood  he  said,  I  will  not  hoW  ^^^^^ 
ment.  From  what  he  now  says,  it  »PP**",  ^^^y  K< 
thing  relevant  td  the  subject  in  d»»PV***  *  hLff»»* 
called  the  getitlenun  to  order  yesterday  w'J*?  p^J 
if  he  liad  not  volunteered  himself  and  bcig  ^'  o. 
testimony  to  stultify  the  official  organ oi  wr ' 
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tiat  account  I  left  it  to  othen  to  interlere.    I  hope  the 
•fentleman  will  not  despair  r  he  has  reason  to  be  encour- 
ig-ed  :  his  remarks  of  yesterday  have  already  produced  an 
mportant  effect.     He  has  drawn  to  himself  the  encour- 
^S'^^t^  notice  of  the  Editor  upon  whom  he  commented. 
!n  the  paper  of  this  mominff,  the  Editor  remarks  upon  the 
'>rocee(lings  of  yesterday,  from  which  I  will  read  a  pas- 
wg-e  or  two  :  *»We  say,  we  consider  the  manner,  as  weB 
&s  the  occasion,  particularly  unfortunate  for  Mr.  Randolph. 
Fie  knows,  and  so  does  every  member  of  the  Senate,  that 
ie  is  more  indebted  to  this  paper,  than  to  any  individual, 
or  a  disinterested  vindication  of  that  reputation  upon 
.vhicli  he  places  so  high  an  estimate."    Again,  he  iays : 
•It  was  therefore,  unfortunate  for  Mr..  Randolph,  that  he 
ihould  have  impeached,  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
thosen  to  do  it,  the  only  press  which,  at  this  place,  has 
^resented  a  barrier  to  the  accumulated  calumnies,  that, 
lut  for  us,  would  have  crushed  him  to  the  earth.     We 
lave    defended  him  when  his  favorite  press,  in  his  own 
State,  has  faultered."     Sir,  how  could  the  gentleman  feel 
iistified  in  waging  war  upon  a  press  that  had  so  mag* 
animously  sustained  him,  and  but  for  which  he  would 
lave  been  crushed  to  the  earth  ?    But,    let  the  gentle- 
nan  be  encouraged ;  he  will  yet  be  sustained  by  the  same 
>ress  :  his  offence,  thought  great,  will  be  forgiven — not 
eveng^d.     Nay,  the   gentleman  has  cause  for  gratula- 
ion,    in  havin^^  met  so  magnanimous  an  antagonist.     He 
tas  even  excited  h?8  compassion,  and  drawn  forth  his 
>'ity.     I  will  read :  «  We  know  the  causes  which  operate 
ipon  a  sensibility  too  easily  excited  at  all  times,  and  ren- 
lered,  at  this  moment,  more  i^itable  by  disease,  have  led 
o  ttiis  attack.  '  Were  we  to  act  under  a  similar  ^impulse, 
ve  would  leave  Mr.  R  to  his  fate  $  we  would  silence  our 
ircss  as  to  him  ;  but  we  act  from  higher  and  nobler  mo- 
irca."  Here  is  a  magnanimity  that  is  truly  praiseworthy, 
.vhich,  I  hope,  will  reassure  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
le  will  not  be  left  to  his  fate.     The  gentleman  from  yir> 
^inia,   who  h«s  been  in  public  life  a  fourth  of  a  century, 
A' ill  not  be  crushed  into  the  earth  ;  will  not  be  left  to  his 
ate.     How  generous!     These  Editors  will  sustain  him 
or  the  cause  they  unite  with  him  in  suppcirting  !    I  can* 
!ot  take  leave  of  the  gentleman,  without  recommending 
o  him  amidst.the  difficulties  that  perplex  him,  the  appli- 
;ation  of  the  legal  maxim  lie  called  your  attention  to  the 
)ther  day,  "jDb  minimis  mm  eurai  iex^" 

1  have  now  done  with  this  thin|[  forever—I  hope  no 
)ne  will  mistake  the  matter  to  which  I  allude  ;  I  have 
lone  with  this  thing — not  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
pnia— him  I  hope  to  meet  often,  in  gooi  health,  and  to 
intte  with  him  m  the  work  of  reform. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  rose  and  said:  I  hope  that  the  wish  of 
he  member  from  Ohio  will  be  gratified,  and  that  he  may 
}e  destined  to  meet  my  fnend  from  Vti^nia,  [Mr.  Rav- 
}olpb]  on  this  floor.  But,  when  he  destfes  to  signalize 
lis  valor  by  such  a  renoontrt,  I  tntst  he  will  meet  him 
jce  to  face,  and  not  assail  him  behind  his  back. 

Mr.  KKEMRR  said,  by  this  time,  doubtless,  the  House  is 
•eady  to  inquire  whether  I  have  risen  again,  at  this  late 
lOur,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  resolution.  No  ;  I  have 
\ot  risen  for  that  purpose.  It  would  be  paying  but  little 
respect  to  the  understanding  of  the  House  were  I  to  at- 
tempt to  shed  any  additional  light- upon  this  subject  It 
tias  been  fully  discussed.  And  I  had  hoped  the  speaking 
mania  had  ceased.  In  this  expectation  I  have  been  dis- 
ippointed.  1  now  feel  it  necessary  to  take  notice 
uf  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [^Ir.  Waioirr]  because,  al- 
though on  certain  occasions,  and  towards  certain  men, 
silence  speaks  a  significant  language,  its  meaning  is  not 
always  understood,  and  any  answer  being  an  act  of  civil- 
ity,  I  take  notice  of  the  gentleman,  lest  he  might  think 
liimself  neglected.  I  will  not  follow  him  through  his 
trery  lengthy  speech,  which  contained  neither  argument, 
reason,  nor  aini|sement. 


The  {gentleman  fit>m  Ohio  has  told  us,  that  the  People 
will  decide  this  question.  I  have  no  doubt,  st,  that  the 
People,  in  1838,  will  measure  that  justice  to  the  youngcTr 
which  they  meted  out  to  the  elder  Adams,  in  1800.  Be 
tells  us  that  there  is  no  corruption  here  !  Shall  I  enter  into 
an  argument  to  prove  that  two  and  two  make  four }  Couki 
that  render  this  truth  more  clear  ?  Shall  1,  by  the  force 
of  argument,  undertake  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  sua  ^ 
Yet,  sir,  that  is  not  more  clear  than  the  cormptioo  ef 
this  coalition.  What  \  Have  we  not  seen  the  Speaker 
of  this  House,  who  held  an  influence  over  'five  Westesa 
State*,  make  the  President  of  this  Union  ?  And  hare 
we  not  seen  him  receiving  the  price  which  it  wa» 
"  said  and  believed*'  would  be  paid  for  his  abandonment 
of  duty  to  h'ls  constituents  ?  And  yet,  the  gentleman  sajya 
that  he  cannot  believe  \  and  that  there  is  no  proof  I  Does- 
the  gentleman  expect  that  witnesses  were  called  to  witness 
the  dark  deed  ?  No»  witnesses  are  never  called  on  SMcb 
occasions  !     Deeds  of  darkness  sliun  the  day. 

I  have^seen  queer  things  in  my  time. .  The  gentlemai* 
has  read  long  extracts  from  newspapers,  and  favoured  ue  * 
with  a  huge  pile  of  books.  I  do  not  know  why  that  htwe 
pile  was  brought  here,  unless  it  was  expected  that  the 
House  would  receive  a  mass  of  books  for  argument  To 
this  huge  pile,  I  can  only  oppose  a  single  extract  firom  • 
newspaper.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  seen  nuiny  queer 
tbings-^andl  bold  one  now  in  my  hand,  which  1  will 
read.  It  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  distin- 
aruished,  although  not  an  eminent  lawyer,  as  he  himself 
has  said,  a  member  of  this  House. 

[Mr.  KRfiMI^^R  then  read  the  follownig  extract  of  a 
letter  written  by  Jno.  C.  Wrirhtto  Charles  King,  Speak* 
er  of  the  House  ofRepresenUtives  of  the  Ohio  Legislature, 
and  dated  at  Wasliington  City,  January  30th,  1827,  as 
quoted  by  Mr.  King  in  his  letter  to' the  editor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Telegraph,  dated  Chillicothe,  May  17, 1837  :] 
*"  It  has  probably  been  determined  that  Oki  Hiekoi7 
shall  not  be  withdrawn.  We,  of  Ohio,  I  believe  had  bet- 
ter stand  aloof,  and  4et  them  poll.  We  have  little  interest 
in  the  game.  Witli  Adams,  we  never  can  be  sfBliated— 
we  are  antipodes  to  him.  Our  Kentucky  fnends  seem  to 
be  willing  to  have  us  with  them,  if  we  will  fight  their  bat- 
tles, and  secure  them  all  the  sweetmeats^  under  the  pre- 
tence  of  keeping  old  Kentucky  in  the  shafts.  In  truth, 
the  folks  can't  keep  up  without  Ohio,  and  they  do  not  feel 
disposed  to  give  Ohio  any  thing." 

Now,  (proceeded  Mr.  KasMsn)  allow  me  to  ask  tlie 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  how  he  accounts  for  the  sudden 
oonversion  of  this  letter- writer  ?  He  has  now  become  a 
zealous  advocate  for  the  coalition.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
talk  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  has  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  our  leader.  This  I  deny. 
I'he  People  have  no  leaders.  -  They  have  taken  their  own 
cause  into  their  own  hands,  and  will  elect  General  Jack- 
son, in  defiance  of  the  politicians.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  can  inform  us  why  it  is  that  he  is  not  now  disposed 
to  wait  for  old  Kentuck—- he,  no  doubt,  can  tell  us  all 
about  the  sweat-meats  :  for  he  is  the  carter  who  cracks 
the  whip,  and  drives  the  Adminisf ration  team. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  then  obtained  tlie  floor,  but  yielded  it 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  who  said,  to  the  remarks  you  have  Just 
heard,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  been  put  forth  to  ntake,  at  me,  nor  to  the 
scandalous  publication  that  has  been  furnished  him  from 
which  he  read,  and  In  relation  to  which  he  questioned  me 
with  such  evident  satisfaction  to  himself,  and  those  who 
put  him  in  motion,  I  shall  give  no  reply.  But,  Sir,  I  bold 
in  my  hand  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  eeKified  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  Court  in  the  cotmty  of  Northumberland, 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  of  a  bill  of  indict- 
mentsgatnst  one  Geo.  Kremer,  foa  perjury,  and  I  ask  if  it 
would  be  in  order  to  read  that  as  a  reply  to  the  gentleman  ? 
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The  CHAIR  aid  it  woald  certminly  not  be  in  order. 
Mr.  TUCKER*  of  South  Carolina  moved  the  previoos 
queition  i  but  vm  prevailed  on  by  those  around  him  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  preaent. 

Mr.  KREMCR  rove  to  reply  to  Mr.  Wkioht,  berin- 
mtug  by  saying,  "  I  am'the  man  n^med  in  (hat  bill  of  in- 
dictment," but  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N.  C,  inquired  if  Mr.WsiPrLB, 
[who  had  been  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker]  migU  not 
proceed  \  havinr  taken  his  seat  when  reauired  to  do  so 
by  the  Chair? 

The  SPEAKER  said, that  the  gentleman  from  N.  Hamp. 
shire  had  forfeited  his  right  to  the  floor.  The  SpBAKsa 
felt  no  wish  te  restrain,  improperly,  any  member  from  ad- 
dreaslnff  the  House.  For  the  last  nine  or  ten  hours  he  liad 
been,  although  indisposed,  in  his  chair,  anxiously  endeav- 
oring to  preserve  the  order  and  dignity  of  the  House,  and 
'  festmin  any  thing  like  disorder  \  but  he  found  it  impossi- 
tible,  without  interposing  the  power  of  the  Chair.  He 
had,  thefefere,deemed  it  his  duty,  after  repeated  calls  and 
violations  of  ordcTf  to  direct  the  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Uke  his  seat,  and  should  not  permit  him  to  pro- 
ceed, without  the  BBsent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DORSET  now  moved  to  insert  tlie  amendment  he 
hadoliered  yesterday,  and  which  he  had  withdrawn  to  day, 
to  enable  Mr.  Baiit&xtt  to  address  the  House  on  the 
main  question,  viz  :  to  insert  in  the  amendment  proposecl 
by  Mr.  HAXiifoir,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  after 
tlie  words  •«  secret  service  fund,"  these  words  :  since  the 
first  day  of  July,  1790. 

On  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays,  were  ordered  by 
the  UcHise. 

Mr.  URATTON  said,  from  the  tenor  of  the  resolutions 
moved  by  the  gentleman  fix>m  Kent^cky,  [Mr.  Chiltos] 
and  of  the  amendments  to  tliem,  dffered  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Himixtox]  it  appears,  that  their 
objects  are  to  enquire  into  the  expenditures  of  this  Ad- 
ministration,  and  to  ascertain  wliether  they  cannot  be  di- 
minished. To  one  of  these  expenditures,  that  relating 
to  what  has  been  termed  •«  the  secret  servioe  fund,"  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Don- 
sit]  exclusively  applies,  and  is  amendatory  of  an  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  upon  the 
same  subject  No  otlier  exception,  then,  could  be  urged 
against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
than  that  it  was  superfluous,  being  embraced  within  the 
scope  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  Admitting  tliis  to  be  the  ease,  it  is  not  worth 
an  argument,  or  rather  the  time  which  the  ai^gument 
would  consume,  lo  show  that  the  amendment  is  superflu- 
ous 4  because  its  reception  will  not  interfere  with,  or  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  of  any  committee,  to  which  the 
.  pending  resolutions  msy  be  referred.  But,  if  the  amend- 
ment «>f  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  calculated  to 
render  more  full  and  perfect  the  information  sought  for 
by  my  colleague,  then,  of  course,  it  ouglit  to  be  adopted  ; 
that  it  is  calculated  to  produce  this  effect,  seems  to  me, 
to  be  manifest.  The  mere  specification  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  disbursed  by  the  present  Executive,  out  of  the 
secret  service  fum',  unconnected  with  the  knowledge  of 
what  lias  been  expended,  out  of  the  same  fund,  by  his 
predecessors,  would  be  useless.  Witliout  compnring 
.  together  the  amounts  tlius  disbursed  by  the  President  and 
by  his  predecessors,  and  Uking  into  consideration  the 
times,  and  the  situation  of  the  country,  in  its  internal  and 
external  relations,  we  can  arrive  at  no  conclusion  ap- 
proaching lo  satisfactory.  These  comparisons  arc  impos- 
aible,  unless  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land be  acted  upon,  and  tlievefore,  it  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed. With  all  possible  oflicial  lights,  we  sliall  still  be  at 
a  loss  to  form  an  opinion,  upon  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  disbursements,  regukted  by  Executive  discrc- 
tion,  often  exercised  upon  delicate  transactions,  which 


both  policy  and  good  fiMth  reqnie  tobekeptRnL  It 

has  been  suggested,  that  the  coDUDittM  vkbKtys 

amendment  would  make  the  mvcsdpSiM  itcaOiir; 

but  they  might  not     By  the  tenor  of  tlie  lesiiaiioii, » 

ting  to  the  secret  sefnce  fund,  they  would  not  be,  m» 

sarily,  lent  to  that  extended  inveskipdos.  utiteisipif 

of  the  rewlution  limits  the  inqiury  to  the  didbsKoett 

by  the  President  in  office.    To  jpisid  aguMiinroA 

sion,  and  to  obtain  the  facts  required,  we,thmfiire,gin 

to  our  Committee  the  instructions  we  think  pr0|ierfcT  s 

guidance.     Committees  are  the  orgiot  of  this  H«a, 

and  'tia  the  right,  and  the  duty  of  the  HouKtApretkii 

such   Erections  as  it  thinks  best  eskohtfd  to  ftbst^ 

objects,  and  not  to  leave  to  inference,  vhatB^bcm 

dered  definite  and  certain.    'Tis  aliodainbk,  ite 

ever  an  inquiry  is  instituted  into  the  coodactofi  j«!i. 

ofRcer,  that  every  seoiblance  of  prejudice, « patf  ^"- 

should  be  evident.     In    moving  hii  wsM.^. 

fitend  and  colleague  was  influenced  by  fcirifld  toww 

motives;  but,  if  an  amendment,  the  effect  of  imb» 

throw  light  upon  the  conduct  of  this  Prwdwl,  by  c« 

paring  it  with  thai  of  other  Presidfenti.  uaderiawf- 

cumsUnces,  should  be  r«gected ;  then  the  inteeittBf 

be  drawn,  tliat  the  resoKition  of  my  coUeiguewatff 

with  the  view  of  excluding  necewary  vA  mj«tttt''« 

mation,  and  a  character  be  thus  given  to  Jtii«»; 

with  what  he  intended.    In  conducting  w  ^^ 

the  conduct  of  a  public  officer,  we  oopbt  wt  o«y 

liave  all  the  evidence  before  us,  which  »« ««'*''j*'; 

lated  lo  enlighten  our  judgments,  butwtacttacsxj 

of  that  officer,  upon  this  floor,  ^1^^^^^ 

his  justification,  ,uiiles8  what  is  wq***^ J*^!^^ 

indative.     Whether  the  amendment  of  w  ^^ 

from  Maryland  be  imporUnt  or  twiroportaU,^  ,^ 

of  a  difference  of  opinion  :  that  it  is  not  J«»J* .  uj 

conceded  by  every  one.    For  these  K»«!«'^*!.p 

of  the  amendment  which  has  been  propown?^* 

tleman  from  Maryland.  .     ,.( 

Mr.  KREMER  again  rose  to  expl*"* '"^ 
WaioHT,  but  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  W^  ^ 
The  SPEAKER  rose,  and  sddrcased  the  h<»J^ 
laid  that  he  understood  the  genileimn  from  r»^^. 
as  expressing  a  wish  to  explain.  ^®^„  vJrLi^ 
bound  to  give  him  the  floor.     ^J^f^f^\- 


made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  »  ?^'^. 
calcuUted  to  unplicate  4ficply.  ^'»«  ^m^a^P- 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  ^*^^"{f--?ti 
man  from  Ohio  had  been  stopped  by  the  Cto^'^^^ 
that  paper  \  ye|  the  alhision  to  it,  under  »w  ^^ 
ce^  might,  without  explanation,  >»*^*  •"?J,^?« 
upon  the  character  andfeelings  ^^^^^^^0,r- 
sylvania.  It  was,  therefore,  due  to  ^"^  ^?^  ^p^ 
constituents,  and  lo  the  House,  ttot  "^"yjjj,;^ 
opportunity  of  explaining.  TheCh»irsn^^,j« 
fore,  pronounce  the  gentleman  from  rcnw; 
order,  but  would  permit  biro  ^^  ^^V^^  ^,^0^^ 
Mr,  KREMER  said,  it  is  true  th»t  I  w»P^^_s 
PVJury;  it  18  equally  true,  thst  I  v»»tnu"PJfce  f^ 
ted  without  the  jury  leaving  their  ^^'^  &:!»'' 
lion  originated  in  consequence  of  ***.,. lg„ti  v^'' 
cd,  in  Pennsylvania,  considemblc  excue«  ^^; 
M.  Snyder,  the  late  Governor  of  lwU^»Vj„  ptf? 
had  been  brought  to  August  term,  ^f^'^]^^ 
liticAl  excitement  existed.  It  w*s  ^^^  I:^ 
ber,  1806.  1  was  then  c»«^»"?*  j** '.  diiU«^^"? 
afterwards  tried,  but  the  y«?^V"i  terft  f . 
lect,  but  it  was  down  for  trial  at  ^o*^*^"^,,  ^ftt  - 
The  importance  of  my  testimony  "^J  ^  ^\ 
pUintiflfs,  and  they  had  no  hope  ^  »"^^  li^ : 
could  sliake  my  credibilUy.  ^^  TiS^^^% 
secutioii  was  got  up,  on  testimony*  j^j  oflfui- 
short  time  before,  in  another  case,  \r^d^^*- 
same  plaintiflTs  was  a  party.    Every  p» 
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^i<=l^  I  had  given,  I  MibsUntially  proved  to  be  true— end 
>  «>ntirely  satisfied  wm  the  Court,  that  they  declared 
^^^t.  tbcy  would  not  lend  their  tanetiou  to  such  a  pro- 
e«cli«^  «  tliat  if  the  defendant  wished  a  verdict,  it  might 
:«  ^stken  from  llie  box*.  It  was  so  taken.  And  so  en- 
krc^ly  satisfied  of  my  innocence  were  the  Court,  the  bar, 
Ti<l  Uie  people,  that  there  was  not  one  of  the  iudges  or 
tourft*el  concerned,  who  has  not  remained  my  warm  friend 
k\ro\i^  life. 

NTot  long  afterwardiS  I  was  elected  by  the  people 
^  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  continued  by  them  as 
ork^^  as  I  desired  to  remain.  About  the  same  time,  I 
MTRs  elected  a  manager  of  the  Northumberland  Bridge 
Company*  insight  of  the  town  of  Sunbury,  where  the 
Lria^l  was  beM,  with  Mr.  Hall,  one  of  the  prosecuting  at- 
torney and  several  other  poiitica]  opponents,  of  the  first 
Btandtnjf  in  the  county,  wIm  were  always  my  personal 
frievMls. 

Sometime  afterwards,  I  was  elected  President  of  tlie 
LfCwisburg  Bridge  Company,  of  which  I  had  been  a  ma- 
nager from  its  commencement,  and  acted  as  such  as  long 
as  I  was  willing  to  serve.    I  have  been  ttiree  times  elect- 
«d  to  Congress.     The  hist  time,  out  of  twelve  thousand 
votes,  I  did  not  lose  three  hundred  :  and,  in  the  town  of 
Siinbury,  tlie  veiy  seat  of  this  transaction,   out  of  tliree 
bundred,  I  did  not  lose  ten  votes.    This,  I  tl^nk,  is  a  suf 
fkcient  reply,  and  must  satisfy  every  candid  anid  iKMiorable 
tnskn,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  chai^ge  thus  at- 
tempted to  be  made  against  me.    Can  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  produce  as  strong  evidence  of  his  good  stand- 
ing at  home  ?    1  now  appeal  to  the  House  to  say,  whe- 
ther any  man  of  honor,  any  man  of  feeling,  would  intro- 
duce so  base  a  charge  ?    Ko,  sir,  no  gentleman  would 
bave  done  it.    None  other  than  the  base  pander  of  a  cor* 
nipt  coalition  would  have  done  it. 

lliere  Mr.  KasMxa  was  called  to  order  by  the  SpsACaa, 
and  resumed  his  seat.}    * 

Mr.  WRIGHT  now  obUined  the  floor,  when 
Mr.  HAlLE  called  him  to  order,  and  said,  he  hoped 
the  member  from  Ohio  would  be  put  down. 

The  SPEAKER  said  Mr.  Wmioht  was  entitled  to  the 
Door,  and  would  proceed. 

Mr.  WfUGUT  said.  Sir,  I  wish  this  subject  to  be  un- 
derstood.     I  neither  read  the  indictment  nor  ofiered  to 
read  it.     1  thought  the  paper  quite  as  pertinent  to  the 
ftubject  under  discussion  as  the  paper  furnished  to  the 
f^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  from  which  he  read. 
W^tldidsay  on  that  subject,  1  will  repeat:  '*  Sir,  I 
hold  in  my  band  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  certified  co- 
py from  the  records  ef  the  Court  in  Northumberland 
County,  in  the  Commcmwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  of  a  bill 
of   indictment   against  one    George  Kremer,  for  per- 
JUT}V*  Ai^  1  aiked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  read  that  as 
a  reply  to  the  gentleman.    While  I  am  up,  sir,  if  per- 
mitted, I  will  make  a  single  remark,  fiuther.    The  case 
eiplained  by  the  gentleman,  in  which  lie  was  indicted 
for  perjury  and  acquitted,  does  not  appear  to  be  the  same 
one  described  in  tlie  paper  I  have.    The  parties  to  the 
suit,  when  the  evidence  was  given  in,  are  different  from 
those  named  by  him. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  tlien  made  a  short  speech  in  opposi- 
sition  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dobsxt,  to  which  he  ob- 
jected ss  including  a  period  of  war,  the  money  paid  to 
John  Heniy,  &c.  hut  suggested  to  Mr.  D.  to  modify  his 
amendment  so  as  to  go  back  to  the  close  of  the  late 
war. 

Mr.  DORSET  refused  to  modify  his  amendment,  and 
made  a  few  explanatory  remarks. 

The  question  then  beiog  on  Mr.  Doasxv's  amendment 
to  Mr.  Haxiltov's  resolution, 

Mr.  h  8.  BARBOUR  said,  he  ahould  voU  against  it ; 
but  wished  to  introduce  another  in  its  place,  carrying 
back  the  inquiiy  to  the  4th  Match,  1817. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Doesst's  amend* 
ment,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  In  the  affirmative. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Blaks,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Himiltos,  and  modified  by 
Mr.DoBsxT,  [which  latter  amendment  was  virtually  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  amendment  of  Bir.  Bi.akb,] 

Mr.  TAYLOR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  ex- 
plained his  reason.  He  had  voted  against  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton's amendment  before,  because  he  preferred  that  of 
Mr.^  Blake  {  but  he  should  now  vote  for  it,  because  he 
desired  the  inquiry,  and  preferred  the  amendment  to  the 
original  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  were  yeas  17^,  nays  3. 

llie  question  was  then  put  to  agree  to  the  resolutions 
of  Mr.  CaiLToa,  as  amended,  and  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative  unanimously. 

So  the  resolutions  passed  in  the  fbllowing  form  : 

'*J3eaQfoei(  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House, 
if  any,  and  what,  retrenchment  can  be  made,  with  sate^ 
to  the  public  interest,  in  the  number  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States^  and  in  the  amount  of 
salaries  whidi  they  may  respectively  receive  \  more  espe- 
cially, to  report  specifically  on  the  following  heads  : 

Isr.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
State  Department,  in  the  number  and  salaries  of  the 
officers  and  clerks  attached  to  this  Department,  in  the  ex- 
penses regulatmg  the  foreign  intercour8e,aud  in  the  print- 
ing and  distribution  of  the  public  laws  of  tlie  United 
States. 

2d.  *l¥hat  reductions  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
whether  an  effective  svstem  of  accountability,  and  for  the ' 
collection  of  the  public  dues,  is  there  established. 

dd.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Navy  Department,  in  the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting 
aubordinately  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

4tli.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Department  of  War,  in  the  Indian  Department,  and  in- 
the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting  subordinately  to  the 
SecKtary  of  War. 

5th.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
number  of  officers,  and  the  amount  of  compensation 
which  they  may  receive,  in  the  Postmaster  General's 
Department. 

And  tluit  the  Committee  be  further  instructed  to  examine 
the  several  contingent  funds.of  each  of  these  Departments, 
and  to  report  the  amount  and  objects  for  which  disburse- 
menta  have  been  made,  from  these  funds  (  and  that  they 
report  the  amounts,  vouched  and  unvouched,  which  have 
been  paid  from  tlie  secret  service  fund,  since  the  first 
day  of  Jtily,  1  r90,  or  the  fund  regulatjng  the  contingencies 
of  foreign  intercourse,  and  of  the  fund  for  the  expenses 
of  the  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers. 

And  that  they  further  report  whether  the  compensation 
of  members  of  Congress  should  be  reduced  {  and  whe- 
ther the  fixed  salaries  of  the  officers  of  this  House  and  its 
contingent  expenses,  can,  with  propriety,  be  diminished. 
And  further  that  they  inquire  whetlier  any  modification 
of  the  sinking  fund  act  can  be  made,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
ducing a  more  speedy  extinguishment  of  ttie  public  debt*" 

Mr.  Haxiltox,  Mr.  Ikohax,  Mr.  SsaoxAaT,  Mr. 
RiTXS»  Mr.  RvxaxTT,  Mr.  WicxLirrx,  and  BIr.  WazeaT, 
of  New  York,  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

TavasDAT,  FxaauABX?,  1828. 
THE  CASE  OF  MAR16NY  D'AUTERIVE. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Au* 
terive  came  up  for  its  tliird  reading  $  and  the.  question 
being— shall  the  bill  pass  ? 

Mn  LIVINGSTON  moved  that  that  question  be  taken 

by  yeas  and  nays,  and  tjiey  were  ordered  by  the  Houae« 

Mr,  MINER  taid,  before  the  question  aboukl  be  taken, 
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he  rUhed  to  be  heard.  ThtX  the  lubject  wu  impor. 
tant,  was  manifett  from  the  deep  mtereat  it  had  excited. 
I  had  intended,  aaid  Mr.  H.  to  bare  addressed  you  at  an 
earlier  sta|^  of  the  discussion  (  but  one  gentleman  rose 
after  another^  anxious  to  be  heard,  and  I  could  not 
briiw  myself  to  belieye  that  what  I  had  to  offer  was  of  as 
mucn  consequence  as  what  they  would  advance,  and  I  re- 
mained silent  One  or  two  f^ntlemen  touched  pretty 
strongly  the  points  which  seemed  to  me  material  to  the 
case :  tba  gentleman  who  first  spoke  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  CI.AEK]  and  my  honorable  friend  near  me,  [Mr. 
Mastisdaui]  but  no  one  has  pUced  the  subject  in  exact- 
ly the  light  in  which  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind,  and  I 
must  adt  leave  to  speak  Ibr  myself. 

Whatia  the  real  question — ^the  point  upon  which  we  are 
at  issue  ?  Is  it  the  amount  involved  }  The  sum  in  dis- 
pute is  less  than  two  hundred  and  fif\y  dollars  ;  less  than 
the  cost  in  time  expended  in  reading  the  documents. 
That  ia  not  the  question.  Is  it  because  the  slave  was 
impressed  *  I  heard  the  ingenious  constitutional  argii- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  StobssI 
with  live^  pleasure.  To  the  sound  doctrines  asserted 
by  him  and  his  colleague,  [Mr.  S.  Wood]  I  give  my 
hearty  assent.  But  if  impressment  was  the  material  and 
governing  point  in  the  case,  the  objection  would  apply 
with  equal  force  to  paying  for  the  horse  and  cart,  which 
were  forcibly  taken  as  well  as  the  negro  <  and  to  paying 
Ibr  the  horse  and  cart  no  objection  is  made  ;  not  a  voice 
heard.  The  bill  would  have  passed  9ub  silentio  had 
not  the  amendment  been  proposed  to  pay  for  th^  slave. 
Sirs  in^nious  and  eloquent  as  was  the  argument  on 
the  subject  of  impressment,  the  whole  House,  I  think, 
felt^  with  me  that  this  was  not  the  real  question  to  be 
decided.  Is  it  whether  sbves  are  properly  ?  Have  the 
legal  riglits  of  the  master  been  questioned  >  lias  not 
his  absoittte  controts  under  the  laws,  to  the  custody  and 
services  of  his  shive,  been  admitted  }  But  it  is  argued, 
that  slaves  are  private  property.  Private  property  ean- 
not  be  taken  for  pubKc  use  without  compensation  being 
made.  A  slave  has  been  taken  i  therefore,  he  must  be 
paid  for.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  embraces  the  real 
point  at  issue,  all  is  as  clear  as  a  syllogism  can  make  it. 
Perfect  demonstration.  And  why  is  there,  or  should 
there  be,  any  difficulty  in  the  matter  }  I  again  confi- 
dently appeal  to  the  House,  snd  ask,  if  while  we  listened 
to  the  ingenious  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetU,  [Mr.  Evxxstt]  it  was  not  known  and  feh  that 
it  did  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter  > 

If  these  had  been  the  real  questions,  why  all  this  ex- 
citement— this  feverish  exeitement^and  high-wrought 
anxiety  f  Why,  if  the  case  is  so  simple  and  phtin,  have 
such  claims  been  rejected,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Government  up  to  this  day,  though  frequently  present- 
ed  and  pressed  upon  Congress  ^  Why  has  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  a  committee  whose  intelligence,  whose 
adherence  to  just  principles,  and  whose  careful  research 
and  induatry,  have  given  them,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  confidence  of  the  House  and  the  nation — why  has 
that  committee,  steadily  and  pcrseveringly,  reported 
ai^ainst  such  claims  ?  And,  let  me  inquire  further,  why 
this  protracted  debate,  and  how  is  it  to  be  accounted 
for,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RAornoLpa] 
ahould  have  desired  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr. 
LivixasTov]  to  withdraw  his  amendment  ? 

All  goes  to  bhew,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  real  merits  of 
the  question  lie  deepei«^that  tliese  fair  and  plausible  ar- 
£^mcnts  do  not  touch  tlie  marrow  of  the  matter.  No, 
air,  the  real  question  at  issue  is  of  vastly  mofe  impor- 
tance—of deep  and  vital  interest  to  this  commonity. 
And  what  is  that  question  ?  In  my  judgment,  it  is :  In 
what  relation  do  sbves  stand  to  this  Government,  and 
what  obligations  and  duties  spring  from  that  relation  ? 
In  other  words— la  this  Government  bound  to  consider. 


them  merely  as  property  >— or,  is  it  to  re^i^is 
persons,  from  whom  may  be  ended  duto  tte  iD 
persons  owe  to  the  Government?  Sir,  Uus 'b i nat 
important  matter,  not  to  the  Soiilh  sk»e,  tat  det^ 
interesting  to  the  North  and  Wert-,  for,  H  indve 
the  question  of  the  relative  dutie*.  noilttittda^ 
feringa,  of  the  Soutli,  North,  snd  West, «!«»« 
war^in  cases  of  extreme  pressure— is  period!  erf  fra; 
suffering,  which  have  come  to  ill  mAwm,  wd  ir« 
come  to  us.  This  view  of  the  subjeet  \  xn^m  to  i* 
cuss  freely  and  fearlessly,  but  certain^rfiijap* 
ble.  I  would  not  willingly  give  piin  or  offeKt  h 
have  not  brought  this  subject  here.  WehaTCWtbwft 
on  this  discussion,  and  are  in  no  degree  rtfpow*  ^ 
the  excitement  it  has  produced.  The  aibjedof^'tf: 
is  alwa}'s  a  delicate  one,  but  it  cannot  be  cowofc  >- 
it  is  a  great  interest  in  this  nation.  It  'n  «»p«s  It.^ 
the  nature  of  tilings,  that  such  numben  ibouideKi' 
any  nation  without  being  a  matter  of  frequent  tMrf 
eonsidenition  to  the  statesmin.  We  cinwt  *i'  -^ 
eyes  to  iu  magnitude  and  rapid  increaie.  ltBB«f 
inert  mass  of  matter,  of  no  nationsl  coaeernwii 
presents  an  aspect  which  the  prescient  eye  d  ftcs^ 
man  cannot  fail  to  regard  with  intere*,  n  «<  .*«Ji 
iety.  The  political  relation  of  that  ciw  totbu V 
al  Government  also  renders  it  a  fair  lubjeet  of  «*.-> 
tion.  Delicate,  therefore^  as  the  subject  i«^  ; 
cannot  always  be  evaded.  1  hope  to  be  ^-' 
supposing  that  the  views  taken,  and  "»«  P*^^. 
given  to  the  argument,  arose  from  the  onpwrf„' 
entering  into  the  subject  in  tbe**PW^'''*^t  J!- 
fudgment,  the  great  interests  of  the  ^^^^ 
that  this,  like  evety  other  subject  winch  cosffw 
nation,  should,  within  this  Hall,  be  omp-j^ 
discussed— considered  in  all  its  Nstionri  ^fr^, 
ing*— and  that,  too,  without  any  cause  of »— 
would  be  strange,  indeed,  »f  «  were  the  f»^- 
is  a  class  so  considerible,  an  interest  ».«*^  ; 
senting  a  political  aspect  so  nationsi  •»",?P??'^, 
the  neprescnUtives  of  the  People,  in  tw  ^l  j. 
to  free  discussion,  must  not  speak  of.  1  *  ^\.. 
And  while  I  express  my  sentiments  *'%'^. 
pray  gentlemen  to  recolleet,  if,  in  «"^'  ,".. 
has  told  us  of  -Hhc  safety  with  which  enw'»J" 
ated  where  reason  is  lef\  free  to  conibtt  it 
On  what  ground,  then,  is  the  ckim of  pAj"^; 


his  injured  slave,  subtVined  ?  lllcomprewf'  , 
ly,  it  is  :  1.  That  ahves  are  to  be  <»n»**'v.  a,:. 
vcrnment  merely  as  property  i  2d.  Tlist,  w  j  , 
the  public  service,  it  must  be  merely  tsPP^^ 
not  as  persons  ;  3d.  That  they  can  be  usedowj 
as  property,  not  as  persons— that  is,  to  f^*^  ^ 
fend  by  arms ;  and,  as  a  resulting  f^^l- 
That,  in  all  future  wars,  all  slaves  "»»  ■);"«. ,, 
ment,  in  any  emergency,  if  sW"  <>' l^J'lJf.S  gi" 
charge  upon  the  public  Treasar}*:  3d.  '"V^,. 
tufe  time,  however  pressing  may  be  tlie  ^*?*  ■ ,.. 
distress  of  the  country,  the  slave  W**"^^ 
beyond  the  constitutional  power  of  tlie  ^^  j^, 
defence.  Iu  the  language  of  an  hononb^^  j. 
from  Virginia, ^Mr.  P.P.  BABBOCBjIbat  su^^^^, 
no  case,  be  coni>idered  or  treated  as  •""*  *-.j-cjt 


that  is  out  of  the  question.    Such  a. 
even  be  received  for  discussion.''    To  these 
I  am  not  prepared  to  accede.  tiiairia:- 

It  has  been  well  remarked,  on  one  »7  ?jj^ji 
hiw  has  made  property,  is  property.  -^"V,, » 
rably  answered,  on  the  otlier,  Tbo««  «*  f  httfS' 
God  hath  made  peroons.  The  African  l»»»^|^^  ^ 
property  by  man.  He  was  farmed  a  per»»  -  p 
ker.  But  the  question  we  have  to  <»»*r;LV 
he  regarded  by  the  Constitutipn  >  That  n  »«  ^  ^^ 
guide  us.    The  Constitution  is  oiur  nam 
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t>ook.  What  that  considen  them,  sd,  most  clearly,  are 
we,  the  creatures  of,  and  acting  under  its  authority, 
bound  to  consider  them.  The  Constitution  was  adrcrW 
ed  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Clamk.]  I 
wish  to  bring  out  the  passages  which  refer  to  the  sub- 
iect  in  tomewhat  bdder  relief.  The^  appear  to  roe  to 
have  a  strong  influence  upon  the  question.  And  permit 
me  here  to  say,  I  cannot  agree  with  anotlier  honorable 
Tiember,  that  it  is  hypercritical  to  consider  the  expres- 
iions  of  the  Constitution  as  having  a  direct  bearing  on 
he  matter.  I  do  not  adroit  that  the  words  there  used, 
Krere  used  from  mere  delicacy,  to  avoid  the  word  slave  < 
)ut  that  they  were  well  weighed,  duly  considered,  and 
neant  to  have  the  precise  signification  which  they  pur* 
>ort  to  bear.  In  article  4^  section  2,  it  is  said  :  '*  No 
»erson,  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the 
tws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence 
)f  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged,"  8tc. 
kgain  :  article  1,  section  9,  '*  The  migration  or  importa- 
ion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing 
hall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited,"  &c. 
laves,  in  both  cases,  are  referred  to,  and  are  styled  per* 
>n8.  1  beg  leave  again  to  refer  you  to  article  1,  section 
:  **  Represei\^atives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportion- 
d  among  (he  several  Statea  wjitch  may  be  included  in 
lis  Union,  accordinflr  to  their  respective  numbers,  which 
lall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
■ee  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term 
f  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  tl^ree-fiilhs  of 
II  other  persons."  Those  other  persons,  of  course,  are 
aves.  The  Constitution,  therefore,  every  where  re- 
ards,  and  speaks  of  them,  as  persons.  They  impart 
irge  political  |iowers,  as  persons.  They  give  a  power- 
il  representation  on  this  floor  as  persons.  Sir,  I  deny 
lat  this  representation  is  in  consequence  of  direct  taxes 
eing  apportioned  in  the  manner  provided,  as  has  been 
rged  by  some  gentlemen.  Such  a  sentiment  would 
^em  to  me  to  be  disrespectful  to  the  great  and  good 
len  who  framed  this  admirable  sybtem  of  Government, 
/hat,  sir,  sell  the  right  of  representation  for  money  ! 
ive  to  any  portion  of  the  Union  an  undue  proportion  of 
presentative  power,  upon  condition  of  its  contributing 
trifle  more  to  the  public  Treasury  !  Sell  the  sovereign 
3wer  ot  legislation  over  them,  for  considerations  merely 
ercenary  !  Allow  persons  to  make  laws  for  them,  in 
apect  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,  merely  to  escape 
\  occasional  direct  tax  !     Are  these  the  men  who  resist- 

I  the  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to  make  laws  for 
em,  because  they  were  not  fairly  represented  in  Par- 
.ment,  even  to  blood,  putting  life  and  sacred  honor  at 
ike  on  the  contest  ?  No,  sir,  I  cannot  do  them  such 
fustice.  The  apportionment  of  direct  taxes  waa  a  con* 
qiience,  not  a  cause  i  it  followed,  and  did  not  go  he- 
re ;  it  followed  fairly  and  justly  the  established' princi- 
e  of  representation. 

To  establish  the  point  that  skves  are  regarded  by  the 
>nBtitution  as  persons,  and  not  merrty  as  property,  I 

II  present  another  view.     Suppose  two  States  lay  side 
side  {  equal  in  territory  ;  equal  in  numbers.     Sup- 

se  one  State  poor  and  sterile — poor  as  Sparta  with  her 
ick  broth  and  iron  money.  Suppose  tne  other  rich 
it  is  poMsible  to  conceive  her^-4he  mines  of  Potest  in 
r  bosom^having  all  the  weahh  of  **  Ormus  and  of 
d  \"  and  added  thereto  the  gold  coining  mines  of  the 
hest  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  Sir,  in  political 
wer  these  States  would  be  equal ;  accoMing  to  your 
idamental  law-^exactly  equal.  Property  is  not  repre- 
ited  in  the  Federal  GovemmenL  The  principle  may 
-vail  in  some  of  the  States.  Here  it  is  excluded— un- 
own.  The  poor  and  the  rich  State  stand  in  an  exact 
iiality  as  it  respects  representation  here.  Advance  a 
p  further.  Suppose  to  the  State  already  abounding  in 
alth,  you  add  more  riches,  in  the  proportion  of  five  to 


three^ieaping  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  and  all  solid  gold.  Is 
her  political  power—is  her  representative  number  in» 
creased  ?  Not  the  least.  But  add  to  tha  poor  8tate» 
slave  persons  or  property,  in  the  proportion  of  five  to 
three,  what  effect  would  such  addition  have  on  her  re- 
presentative power  }  It  would  -be  doubled.  It  is  as  per* 
sons,  therefore;  and  not  as  property,  that  they  are  re* 
presented.  Ist.  Thus  nature  hath  made  tiiem  persons. 
3d.  The  Constitution  constantly  speaks  of  them  as  per- 
sons. 3d.  They  impart  large  politick  power  as  persons. 
In  the  electoral  col1e)^es  for  the  choice  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  they  give  more  than  twenty  votea— about 
one-twelfth  of  the  whole.  On  this  floor,  those  persons 
give  a  representation,  equal  to  that  of  the-  whole  exist- 
ing represenUtion  of  nine  States.  Louisiana,  AUhama, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Delaware,  Rhode 
Island,  Vermont,  and  two  or  three  more.  Sur,  this  b  a 
political  interest  ot  great  magnitude,  of  a  national  as- 
pect, to  which  we  cannot  be  indifTerent  if  we  would  t 
and  ouglit  not  if  we  could.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  states- 
man to  look  it  full  in  the  face  i  to  see  its  bearings  i  to 
trace  its  influence,  and  to  be  careful  that,  under  the  plea 
of  the  delicacy  or  excitement  which  may  arise  from 
speaking  of  it,  unjust  principles  be  not  established, 
which  may  prove  hereafter  extensively  injurious. 

Then  comea  the  solemn  question  :  If  they  are  so  re- 
garded, and  if  they  impart  so  much  power  and  influence 
as  persons,  why  shall  they  not,  in  common  with  all 
others,  peiform  the  duties  of  persons,  in  times  of  ex- 
treme distress  and  pressing  emergency  }  I  pray  you  to 
bear  in  mind,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  have  not  come  here 
to  ask  the  House  to  establish  this  position-^we  do  not 
wish  the  House  to  aflirm  this  proposition  i  but  the  ques- 
tion being  brought  here  by  those  interested  In  staves^ 
and  diflerent  principles  being  avowed,  we  are  oompell- 
ed  either  to  submit  to  their  construction— to  permit  the 
negative  of  the  proposition  to  be  established,  what  we 
deem  a  dangerous  precedent  set,  or  to  contend  against  if. 
And  how  can  we  disprove  the  negative,  but  by  arguing 
affirmatively  }  We  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  queitioa 
at  all.  It  is  forced  upon  us.  I  was  silent,  until,  wholly  un* 
expectedly,  the  amendment  and  bill,  on  a  second  reading, 
bemg  sustained  by  a  majority,  alarmed  me.  Should  the 
bill  now  be  negatived  or  laid  on  the  table^  no  priisclple 
is  settled — ^no  precedent  is  set  which  can  possibly  be  In* 
jurious  to  the  Southern  interest.  It  may  be  taken  that 
the  bill  was  laid  aside,  not  on  principle,  but  fhim  expe- 
diency—from want  of  due  proof.  No  principle  ia  invmv* 
ed  in  a  negative  decision. — Not  so  if  tne  bill  passes.  In 
such  case,  especially  after  the  arguments  urged  and  the 
doctrines  avowed,  the  principle  would  be  fainy  eonsidep* 
ed  as  solemnly  established,  that  daves  are  merely  proper- 
ty— ^not  to  be  renrded  by  us  as  persons  bound  to  pro- 
tect the  soil,  wholly  beyond  the  powers  of  this  govern- 
ment for  defence ;  and,  if  any  or  them  are  injured  or 
slain  in  battle,  that  they  are  a  charge  on  the  National 
Treasury. 

To  see  this  matter  in  its  proper  fight,  it  is  worth  while 
to  look  into  its  magnitude.  What  Ta  the  slave  popula- 
tion ?  Nearly  two  millions  of  aouls ;  and  nrast  embrace , 
not  far  from  fotir  hundred  thousand  able-bodied  men. ' 
Our  census,  every,  ten  years,  tells  us  of  its  rapid  increase. 
What  will  it  be  in  half  a  century,  if  it  conunues  to  ad- 
vance ?  Sir,  the  lad  who  sports  in  this  area,  and  brings 
resolutions  to  your  table,  may  live,  lingering  jtt  in  vour 
lobby,  the  old  and  faithful  door-keeper,  reoountinff  to  ttMse 
who  ccmie  after  us.  anecdotes  of  the  distingaislied  men 
now  in  my  view-^how  this  one  spoke — how  that  deli|;fat- 
ed^aod  of  those  who  may  appear  on  this  flour  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  stream  bears  us  onwaida-Mhat  lad  may 
yet  live,  so  rapid  is  their  muhiplication,  to  see  this  class 
increased  to  twelve  milfions^  having  among  them  two 
millions  of  able-bodied  men.     Protesting  against  the 
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The  CHAIR  wM  it  would  certminly  not  be  in  order. 
Mr.  TUCKER,  of  South  Cmrolin^  more^ 


,  J  mored  the  preTions 

queition  i  but  vu  prevailed  oo  by  those  around  him  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  KREMCR  row  to  reply  to  Mr.  Wbiobt,  berin- 
mng  by  saying,  •*  I  am'the  man  n^med  in  tha»  bill  o?  in- 
dictment/' but  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  oT  N.C.,  inquired  if  Mr.WupvLS, 
[who  bad  been  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker]  might  not 
proceed  <  having  taken  his  seat  when  reauired  to  do  so 
by  the  Chair  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  8aid,that  the  gentleman  from  N.  Hamp. 
shire  had  forfeited  his  right  to  the  floor.  The  Svbakba 
felt  no  wiA  to  restrain,  improperly,  any  member  from  ad- 
dressing the  House.  For  the  last  nine  or  ten  hours  he  liad 
been,  although  indisposed,  in  his  chair,  anxiously  endear- 
oring  to  preserve  the  order  and  dignity  of  the  Houae,  and 
'  festmin  any  thing  like  disorder  ;  but  he  found  it  iropossi- 
tible,  without  interposing  the  power  of  the  Chsir.  He 
had,  thetefore,deeired  it  his  duty,  ai^er  repeated  calls  and 
violations  of  order,  to  direct  the  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire  to  take  his  seat,  and  should  not  permit  him  to  pro- 
ceed, without  the  sssent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DORSET  now  moived  to  insert  the  amendment  he 
hadoliered  yestercUy,  and  which  he  had  withdrawn  to  day, 
to  enable  Mr.  BAnnsTr  to  address  the  Hou«e  on  the 
main  question,  viz  :  to  insert  in  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Hjatiifoir,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  afler 
the  words  "  secret  service  fund,"  these  words  :  since  the 
ftrstdayof  July,  1790. 

On  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays,  were  ordered  by 
the  Ucmse. 

Mr.  DRATTON  said,  from  the  tenor  of  the  resolutions 
moved  by  the  gentleman  fi^>m  Kenti|cky,  [Mr.  CariTos] 
and  of  the  amendmenU  to  tliem,  dffered  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carol'ma,  [Mr.  IIikixtoit]  it  appears,  thst  their 
object!  are  to  enquire  into  the  expendKures  of  this  Ad- 
ministration, and  to  ascertain  wliether  they  cannot  be  di- 
minished. To  one  of  these  expenditures,  that  relating 
to  what  has  been  termed  "  the  secret  service  fund,"  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Don* 
sst]  exclusively  applies,  and  is  amendatory  of  an  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  upon  the 
same  subject.  No  otlier  exception,  then,  could  be  urged 
against  tlie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
than  that  it  was  superfluous,  being  embraced  within  the 
scope  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  Admitting  this  to  be  the  ease,  it  is  not  worth 
an  argument,  or  rather  the  time  which  the  ai^ument 
would  consume,  to  show  that  the  amendment  is  superflu- 
ous ;  because  its  reception  will  not  interfere  with,  or  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  of  any  committee,  to  which  the 
.  pending  resolutions  may  be  referred.  But,  if  the  amend- 
ment «>f  the  gentleman  from  Marj^tand  is  calculated  to 
render  more  full  and  perfect  the  infomiation  sought  for 
by  my  colleague,  then,  of  course,  it  ought  to  be  adopted  : 
that  it  is  cakuUled  to  produce  this  eltect,  seems  to  me, 
to  be  manifest.  The  mere  specification  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  disbursed  by  the  present  Executive,  out  of  the 
secret  service  fum',  unconnected  with  the  knowledge  of 
what  has  been  expended,  out  of  Uie  same  fund,  by  his 
predecessors,  would  be  useless.  Without  compariDg 
.  together  the  amounts  thus  disbursed  by  the  President  and 
by  his  predecessors,  and  Uking  into  consideration  the 
times,  and  the  situation  of  the  country,  in  its  internal  and 
external  relations,  we  can  arrive  at  no  conclusion  ap- 
proaching to  satisfactory.  These  comparisons  are  impos- 
sible, unless  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land be  acted  upon,  and  therefore,  it  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed.  With  all  possible  ofiicial  lights,  we  shall  still  be  at 
a  loss  to  form  an  opinion,  upon  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  disbursements,  regulated  by  Executive  d'uicre- 
tion,  often  exercised  upon  delicate  transactions^  which 


both  policy  and  good  fiuth  reqiuie  to  be  bpt  snt  it 

has  been  auggoted,  thst  the  coamittee  vithoatia 

amendment  would  make  the  invtrtigitiM  HctOib; 

but  they  might  not    By  the  tenorof  the Rsilfitkii,  4 

ting  to  the  secret  sefvice  fund,  they  would  not  be,  hen 

sarily,  lent  to  that  extended  invesiigitioDi  utlielugttjt 

of  the  resolution  limits  the  inqiuiy  to  thedi^buKBSK 

by  the  President  in  office.    To  gusrd  igunt  wftpa, 

sion»  and  to  obtain  the  facts  required,  wc,theRbte,sm 

to  our  Committee  the  instruciionB  we  tbink  proper  fart 

guidmice.     Committees  are  the  rngm  of  tkc  Roes 

and  'tis  the  right,  and  thedutv  of  theUouaetopreika 

such   directions  as  it  thinks  best  cakohldioiaiiB^ 

objects,  and  not  to  leave  to  inference,  vhato^lxn 

dered  definite  and  certun.    'Tis  sUo  dcsinbk,  ik: 

ever  an  inquiry  is  instituted  into  tlieooodBcto{i|»i| 

officer,  tliat  every  semblance  of  prejudice,  or  psijss. 

should  be  evident.     In    moving  his  snendsoi,  S' 

fitend  and  colleague  was  influenced  by  fiurisdhanti 

motives ;  but,  if  an  amendment,  the  effect  of  vlw^» 

throw  light  upon  the  conduct  of  this  PRadeot,  brsr 

paring  it  witiitbat  of  other  Presidents,  uaderia^" 

cumsUnces,  should  be  rejected ;  then  tbeinkreBcesr 

be  drawn,  that  the  resolution  of  my  oolltt|uewistiic 

with  the  view  of  excluding  necessary  snd  lO^^* 

mation,  and  a  character  be  thus  girentonitai^ 

with  what  he  intended.     In  conducting  an  no^^  - 

the  conduct  of  a  public  offlceri  wcwgbtBj«'-I 

have  all  the  evidence  before  us,  which  ve thiBka»> 

lated  to  enlighten  our  judgmeitts,  but  viiick  lat^ 

of  that  officer,  upon  this  floor,  naydeeow*^- 

his  justiflcation,  .unless  what  is  required  s^^ 

indative.    Whether  the  amendment  of  ^  1^ 

from  Marybuid  be  important  or  uniroportu*.?    ' 

of  a  difference  of  opinion  :  that  it  isnot  in^l,^ 

conceded  by  every  one.    For  ll»esc  re«soM»|»  -  ^ 

of  the  amendment  which  has  been  proposed  i?^r- 

tleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  KREMER  again  rose  to«xp1iio.'«'<^!^' 
WaioHT,  but  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  DO^^^ 
The  SPEAKER  rose,  and  addressed  theHo* 
said  that  he  understood  the  gentleman  ftoo  rtf^'^r 
as  expressing  a  wiah  to  explain.    For  his  p»fi ' 
bound  to  give  him  the  floor.     An  »llus»o«»- 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  a  I»P^'*" 
calcuUted  to  implicate  deeply,  the  P^^^t . 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.   AWw«g'!'^^ 
man  from  Ohio  had  been  stoppedby  tbeChaffti^^. 
that  paper  j  yc|  the  aUusion  to  it,  under  ih««f;, 
ce^,  might,  without  expknation,  hsTcaninju^; 
upon  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  raembert* 
sylvania.     It  was,  therefore,  due  to  thegesUf^- . 
constiliient8»  and  to  the  House,  thst  ^^*: 
opportunity  of  explaining.    The  Chair  ^^r^.^ 
fore,  pronounce  the  gentleman  from  Penn^i^ 
oi-der,  but  would  permit  him  to  exphin. 

Mr,  KREMER  said,  it  is  true  thati  w»P«*^ 
pqrjuryi  it  ih  equally  true,  that  I  w«stnumpJJ»-' ^ 
led  witliout  the  jury  leaving  their  box-  '/JJ^ 
lion  originated  in  consequence  of  a  suit  wl»*  , 
ed,  in  Pennsvlvania,  considerable  excileiw^  .^^. 
iw.  Snyder,  the  late  Governor  of  that  Siatft) 


had  been  brought  to  August  term,  1805,  vK« /^ 
liticAl  excitement  existed.    It  wiis  fitsl  tnw    . 
ber,  1806.    I  was  then  examined  »«  »'5!^.- 
afterwards  tried,  but  the  year  I  do"®^.",^ 
lect,  but  it  was  down  for  trial  at  Novcmbtf/^: 
The  importance  of  my  testimony  was  w«i  k 
plainliflts,  and  tliey  had  no  hope  of  «"*^*^ 
could  shake  my  credibility.    For  ti«at  P"J?y . 
secutiou  was  got  up,  on  testimony  wwc" '    ' 
short  time  before,  in  another  case,  ui  "^YTj^^. 
same  plaintiflTs  was  a  party.    Every  "*'*'^^ 
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which  I  htd  given*  I  subitaotially  proved  to  be  true— and 
to  entirely  wtisfied  wm  the  Court,  that  they  declared 
that  they  would  not  lend  their  sanction  to  luch  a  pro- 
ceeding  4  that  if  the  defendant  wished  a  verdict,  it  might 
be  taken  from  tlie  boz^  It  was  so  taken.  And  so  en- 
tirely satisfied  of  my  innocence  were  the  Court,  the  bar, 
and  the  people,  that  theK  waa  not  one  of  the  Judges  or 
counsel  concerned,  who  has  not  remained  my  warm  friend 
tiirough  life. 

Not  long  afterwards,  I  was  elected  by  the  people 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  continued  by  them  as 
ionf^  as  I  desired  to  remain.  About  the  aame  time,  I 
was  elected  a  manager  of  the  Northumberland  Bridge 
Company,  in  aight  of  the  town  of  Sunbury,  where  the 
trial  was  held,  with  Mr.  Hall,  one  of  the  prosecuting  at- 
tomejrs,  and  several  other  political  opponents^  of  the  Rrst 
standmg  in  the  county,  who  were  dwaya  my  personal 
rriends. 

Sometime  afterwards,  I  was  elected  President  of  tlie 
Lewisburg  Dridge  Company,  of  which  I  had  been  a  ma- 
nager from  its  commencement,  and  acted  as  such  as  long 
ss  I  was  willing  to  serve.  I  have  been  three  times  elect- 
ed to  Congress.  The  last  time^  out  of  twelve  thousand 
k'otes^  I  did  not  lose  three  hundred  :  and,  in  the  town  of 
Stinbuty,  tlie  rery  seat  of  this  transaction,  out  of  three 
lundred,  I  did  not  lose  ten  votes.  This,  I  think,  isa  suf 
icient  reply,  and  must  satisfy  every  candid  and  lionorable 
nan,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  charge  thus  at- 
empted  to  be  made  against  me.  Can  the  gentleman 
rom  Ohio  produce  as  strong  evidence  of  his  good  stand- 
ng  at  home  ?  1  now  appeu  to  the  House  to  sav,  whe- 
her  any  man  of  honor,  any  man  of  feelings  would  intro- 
luce  so  base  a  chaige  }  No,  sir,  no  gentleman  would 
lave  done  it.  None  other  than  the  base  pander  of  a  cor- 
upt  coalition  would  liave  done  it. 

Lliere  Mr.  Krxmxb  was  called  to  order  by  the  Spkaxbb, 
ind  resumed  his  seat.]    * 
Mr.  WRIGHT  now  obtained  the  floor,  when 
Mr.  HAILE  called  him  to  order,  and  said,  he  hoped 
he  member  fnim  Ohio  would  be  put  down. 
The  SPEAKER  said  Mr.  Wbioht  was  entitled  to  the 
oor,  and  would  proceed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said.  Sir,  ]  wisli  this  subject  to  be  un- 
erstood.  I  neither  read  the  indictment  nor  offered  to 
sad  it.  I  thouglvt  the  paper  quite  as  pertinent  to  the 
jbject  under  discussion  as  the  paper  furnished  to  the 
entleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  from  which  he  read. 
V^lMit  I  did  say  on  that  subject,  1  will  repeat :  '*  Sir,  I 
old  in  my  hand  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  certified  co- 
y  froin  tlie  records  ef  the  Court  in  Northumberland 
ounty,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn8)'lvmnia9  o<  a  bill 
'  indictment  against  one  George  kremer,  for  per- 
ir>',"  and  I  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  I'ead  that  as 
reply  to  the  gentleman,  While  I  am  up,  sir,  if  per- 
itted,  I  will  make  a  single  remark,  fitflher.  Tl»e  case 
c plained  by  the  gentleman,  in  which  he  was  indicted 
r  perjuiy  and  acquitted,  does  not  appear  to  be  the  same 
le  described  in  tiie  paper  I  have.  The  parties  to  the 
it,  when  the  evidence  was  given  in,  are  different  from 
ose  named  by  him. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  tlien  made  a  short  speech  in  opposi- 
;ion  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dobsst,  to  which  he  oh- 
ctcd  as  including  a  period  of  war,  the  money  paid  to 
>hn  Henry,  fcc.  out  suggested  to  Mr.  D.  to  modify  his 
lendment  so  as  to  go  back  to  the  close  of  the  late 
ir« 

Mr«  BORSEY  refused  to  modify  his  amendment,  and 
ftde  a  few  explanatory  remarks, 
l^he  question  then  beiqg  on  Mr.  Doasai's  amendment 
Mr.  HaxiLTov's  resolution, 

Mr.  J.  8.  BARBOUR  said,  he  shouU  vote  against  it  1 
t  wished  to  introduce  another  in  its  place,  canyiiur 
sk  the  inquiry  to  the  4th  March,  1817. 
Voft.  IV— 98 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dorset's  amend* 
ment,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mir. 
B1.AKS,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Hamiltov,  and  modified  by 
Mr.DoBsxT,  [which  latter  amendment  was  virtually  a  sub- 
stitute lor  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Blakb,] 

Mr.  TAYLOR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  ex- 
plained his  reason.  He  had  voted  against  Mr.  Hami]> 
tok's  amendment  before,  because  he  preferred  that  of 
Mr.  Blaks  I  but  he  should  now  vote  for  it,  because  he 
desired  the  inquiry,  and  preferred  the  amendment  to  the 
original  resolution. 

The  yess  and  nays  being  taken,  were  yeas  173,  nays  3. 

llie  question  was  then  put  to  agree  to  the  resolutions 
of  Mr.  Cbiltov,  as  amended,  and  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative  unanimously. 

So  the  resolutions  passed  in  the  following  form.: 

**Beiolvedy  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House, 
if  any,  and  what,  retrenchment  can  be  made,  with  safe^ 
to  the  public  interest,  in  the  number  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  amount  of 
salaries  whidi  they  may  respectively  receive  {  more  espe- 
cially, to  report  specifically  on  the  following  heads  : 

1st.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
State  Department,  in  the  number  and  salaries  of  the 
officers  and  clerks  attached  to  this  Department,  in  the  ex- 
penses regulating  the  foreign  intercourse,aud  in  the  print* 
ing  and  distribution  of  the  public  laws  of  tlie  United 
States. 

2d.  'What  reductions  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
whether  an  effective  system  of  accountability,  and  for  the ' 
collection  of  the  public  dues,  is  there  established. 

3d.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Navy  Department,  in  the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting 
subordinately  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

4tii.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Department  of  War,  in  the  Indian  Department,  and  ia 
the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting  subordinately  to  the 
Secretary  oS  War. 

5th.  What  redactions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
number  of  officers,  and  the  amount  of  compensation 
which  they  may  receive,  in  the  Postmaster  General's 
Department. 

Andtliat  the  Committee  be  further  instructed  to  examine 
the  several  contingent  funds.of  each  of  these  Departments, 
and  to  report  the  amount  and  objects  for  which  disburse- 
ments liave  been  made,  from  these  funds  \  and  that  they 
report  the  amounts,  vouched  and  unvouched,  which  have 
been  paid  from  tlie  secret  service  fund,  since  the  first 
day  of  July,  1 790,  or  the  fund  regulatjng  the  contingencies 
of  foreign  intercourse^  and  of  the  fund  for  the  expenses 
of  the  intercourse  witli  the  Barbary  Powers. 

And  that  they  further  reoort  whether  the  compensation 
of  members  of  Congress  should  be  reduced  <  and  whe- 
ther the  filed  salaries  of  the  officers  of  tliis  House  and  its 
contingent  expenses,  can,  with  propriety,  be  diminished. 
And  further  that  they  inquire  whether  any  modification 
of  the  sinking  fund  act  can  be  made,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
ducing a  more  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt.'* 

Mr.  Haxiltox,  Mr.  Isohax,  Mr.  Ssxoeaxt,  Mr. 
RjTX%  Mr.  Rtbbitt,  Mr.  Wickliffx,  and  Mr.  Wbioit, 
of  New  York,  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

TavasDAT,  FsBavAXT  7, 1828. 
THE  CASE  OF  MARIGNT  D'AUTERIVB. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Au- 
terive  came  up  for  iu  tliird  reading ;  and  the.  question 
being— shall  the  bill  pass  ? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  moved  that  that  question  be  taken 

by  yeas  and  nays»  and  tjiey  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  MINER  said,  before  the  question  abould  be  taken, 
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the  rifcht  to  a  oian's  slave  more  nered  than  the  right 
to  himself }  b  the  clairo  of  the  Southern  master  over 
his  stove  of  a  more  sacred  nature  than  that  of  a  father  to 
his  son,  or  maater  to  his  apprentice  ?  I  do  not  compare 
the  afare  to  the  ion  or  apprentice  ;  but  I  contend  tliat 
the  alave  is  entitled  to  no  pre-eminence  or  ezclunve  pri* 
vileg;e.  What  is  the  connexion  of  master  and  slave  } 
How  is  it  founded,  that  it  should  be  of  so  raperior  a  sa- 
credness  and  character  }  The  master  and  the  appren- 
tice are  connected  by  retotions  founded  in  juabce,  mu- 
tual utility,  and  the  general  good.  The  master  may  have 
taken  the  lad  when  young,  poor,  ignorant.  He  nnay 
have  fed  him,  clolheo  him— nuised  him  in  sickness,  in- 
structed him  at  vast  expense,  to  be  useful.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen,  when  the  mind  begins  to  expand,  and  the 
form  haa  gained  the  strength  M  manhood^ust  at  the 
moment  when  the  apprentice  has  become  tiaeful,  and  b 
able  to  lepajr  the  master  for  his  care  and  expenditures 
in  bis  behaH^  you  come  in  and  take  him  into  the  public 
service.  Is  not  the  master's  claim  mcrcd  to  his  fcervices? 
Is  it  not  consecrated  by  mutual  agreement— common  in- 
terest— the  public  good,  and  the  sanction  of  kw  ?  b 
not  the  master  impoveriihed  by  the  loss  of  his  services, 
as  much  as  the  master  of  a  store*  b^  his  kiss  ?  Do  you 
pay  for  the  apprentice  \i  he  be  stoin  in  battle  ?  Where- 
m  is  the  right  of  the  stoveholder,  by  moral  or  legal  obli- 
gation, more  just  than  that  of  the  master  of  an  appren- 
tice ?  You  ctoim  ihe  right  to  take,  by  force,  into  your 
service,  the  only  son  of  the  widow.  In  lonely  sotrow 
fche  has  raised  him  by  daily  toil,  fh>m  an  infant,  cheered 
bjr  the  hope  that,  with  filial  piety,  he  would  requite  her 
kmdneas,  and  sustain  her  declining  years.  Neither  tears 
Dor  prayers  avail—she  has  no  means  of  providing  a  sub- 
stitute. He  falh,  or  returns  wasted  and  broken  by  dis- 
ease, a  burthen,  instead  of  a  blessing  to  her  old  age.  b 
it  your  doctrine  that  be  may  be  forced  into  tlie  army*  and 
that  there  are,  in  another  quarter,  near  half  a  million  of 
able  bodied  men,  withheld  from  your  power-*too  sacred 
for  the  reach  of  your  lawsy  wholly  exempt  from  the  duties 
of  defence  ?  Payment  for  a  stove,  killed  in  battle,  can  be 
ctoimed  as  property,  only  on  (he  ground,  that  Govern- 
ment haa  no  power  over  hto  person,  as  it  claims  to  have 
over  all  other  persons,  for  the  common  defence.  If  Go- 
vernment has  such  power,  then  the  stove  must,  of  course, 
follow  the  condition  of  all  other  persons^  and  is  no  more 
a  charge  to  your  Treasury,  if  slam,  than  other  soldiers, 
the  loss  of  many  of  whom,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
would  be  infinitely  more  heavily  felt. 

If  ihto  doctrine  of  exemption  be  cc'irect,  then  have 
you  power  lo  ariNrst  the  whole  productrve  labor  of  the 
North  and  West :  for  Ihere  your  authority,  as  set  forth 
by  Southern  Statesmen,  is  absolute  and  unlimited  «  while 
a  large  portion  of  the  productive  industry  of  the  South, 
is  sacred  from  your  touch.  Will  it  be  maintained,  as  a 
principle  in  your  Constitution,  that  all  the  toborers  of  the 
free  States,  without  any  exception,  in  the  high  and  dread 
exigencies  of  war,  may  be  called  from  their  employments 
the  loom  still  i  the  anvil  silent ;  the  plougl)  rusting  in  the 
furrow  :  the  fields  barren  and  unproductive  ;  whde  four- 
fifths  of  the  toborers  of  the  South  are  at  th«r  peaceful 
employment,  undisturbed  by  the  din  of  war  ;  your  South- 
ern fields  waving  with  rich  harvests  $  wealth  flowing  in  a 
thousand  streams  into  the  tops  of  their  masters  }  These 
are  solemn  questions  to  us,  deeply  affecting  our  interests. 
Sir,  I  deprecate  thia  discussion,  and  regret  that  it  shoidd 
have  been  forced  upon  us.  But  in  behalf  of  the  farmer, 
and  manufacturer,  and  meehanic«,  whom  I  represent,  1 
do  protest  against  the  establishment  of  the  doctrines  con- 
tended for.  Varying  the  remark  of  a  gentleman,  who 
spoke  a  few  days  since,  let  me  ask  :  Suppose  it  had  been 
proposed,  when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  by  those 
who  held  stoves,  thht  they  should  be  represented,  but 
be  wholly  exempt  from  tlie  duties  of  defending  the  soil, 
however  great  the  emergency*}  think  you.  Sir,   such  a 


clause  eoald  have  been  ratified?    I  presomctbrnaibe 
but  one  vmce  in  reply. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  die  tnie  pMn]^le«^ 
governs  the  caae  9  I  spprehend  K  to  be  thii :  Tk', » 
the  safety  of  aO,  all  owe  peffsonsl  ttnkta,  m  cue  ct 
lit  v.  Thto  to  the  aupienie,  perfKUojlw  d  wii 
sodety.'  AU  eontracU  are  made,  snd ill  Rhtioni9» 
ciety  exist,  subordinste  to  Uiis  geaefsl,  lU  pcm^r^ 
supreme  tow.  The  master  takes  bis  sppw^.afe* 
exists  himself,  subject  to  thto  sitoaft,  tot  ertres^i^ 
principle.  All  persons  extot  subject  to  it.  nesutt! 
himself  to  not  exempt,  and  holds  hisdsTe  mdertbf  Js- 
minion  of  thto  supreme  rule.  Supreoie,  bewse  it  a  w 
cesttty  for  the  aafety  of  the  State.  tottotopiT'C 
Mr.  Monroe,  •'there  to  no  eiccptioa."  lisiwuiai 
ing  of  naked  power  and  absutote  light  la  ptp 
there  are  many  exceptions*  ctoisned  aiioB  pnx^i^ 
the  most  imoressive  character,  of  the  Ugtoa  expe^-fi^ 
cy.  Woiren  are  excepted;  those  of  liTiB^cf* 
der  age.  Persona  oonacienciousljr  scwpstoii  ol  te 
arms  j  nunistera  of  the  Gospel;  jodicjil  ofian.?' 
sons  whom  it  would  be  dangermis  to  am.  h^  •'■ 
dinary  course  of  things,  there  is  not  much  dto?i 
practice.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  be  tinong  ikte 
viotote  that  manifest  tow  of  prudence  which  aate- 
expedient  to  look  to  slaves,  on  ordintry  ocoao^' 
aoldiers.  There  to  no  feeling  in  my  breiat  tewn^/^ 
South  but  that  of  kindnew.  I  wouW  nehbf ni»j««  ^ 
feetinga  nor  encn»cb  upon  their  rigl»ta  Pesj''*^' 
under  our  gallant  Wayne,  have  wsrcUed  to  tiK  ti.^ 
of  the  South*  abed  their  blood  freely,  sad  voold,  J 't^ 
aary,  do  ao  again.  War  always  brings  »o^ 
dual  hardahip  and  private  loss,  which  the  G<f« 
cannot  redress  or  aaaume.  It  is  a  ml*  ol  wj?,i|Sf' 
my  get  possession  of  your  town,  and,  is  wtit4«' 
destroy  the  house  of  a  citizen,  though  y^^f^'^'l 
Government  ia  not  liable  to  make  good  the  W  ^; . 
judgment,  the  Committee  of  Ctoiiiis8Cted*.t6F« 
dom  in  rejecting  the  ctoim  for  the  negto.  ibimP'^- 
terma  of  their  report.  •  .   ^^ 

In  conclusion.  Sir,  I  cannot  gj*e  »y  ••***... . 
principle  which  would  take  the  fanner  and  RecD* 


you  may  aend  the  t*x  gatherer  to  ^^^^Z^v 
chanic,  if  he  sliould  chance  to  surriv**,  flei»?'||n^^s 
aid  in  payment  for  audi  stove.  1  cannot  adm J » 
tliat  All  stoves  who  may  tod  in  defending  the  boso 
maters  ate  of  r  ght  a  charge  upon  the 


Mr.  BARNARD  succcedecl,  'and  fP^^^^Jf ^  ^ 


public  trof 


ing  eflect ,  I  must  now  aak  the  indulgence  ^^^, 
while  I  exptoin,  as  briefly  as  I  am  sble,  ««  ^^ 
that  will  govern  me  in  my  vote  on  the  w  . 
relief  of  D'Auterive.  Periiaps  I  should  to«  ^«JJ,  - 
when  the  subject  was  in  Committee  «  jw  .^ 
before  the  House,  on  the  amendmtnt  ot  «oe  p  ^^: 
fi«m  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Ouej^st.]  Sir,  I  *^J^,ai ^^ 
so  immediately  before  the  question  ••■,?,L,rts;: 
amendment,  and  shouki  have  done  so,  couw  i^^^  ,^.. 
moned  to  my  aid  assurance  «"*"**?" ,J^Jp.  qutfif* 
sion  amid  the  loud  and  repeated  csib  w    T  >;tl 


the  Houic 


.M't*' 


e^.'^^\ 


which  came  irom  every  part 
cannot  record  my  vote  w(gA»^ «—  -  ...  ^t  ^ 
rive,  aa  I  feel  myaelf  compelled  to  dc^  *»^  ^^  ^,^ 
panying  that  vote  with  my  reasons  ^l^.^^^^ 
I  relieve  myaelf  from  the  labor  of  »d<»«»nj »  ^  ^  i 
and  the  House  from  the  trouWc  of  "^..y  «r> 
would  do  so,  could  I  refer  to  the  k«»'5' "  Lio^  *^ 
man  who  has,  at  any  time,  taken  the  fl°^\^s„tSc. 


ctoim,  as  comprehending  and  ««P***'?**'r  .kj  ^^f 
accuracy,  the  view  which  I  entertain  w/  (^> 
But  1  cannot.     And  I  must  now  add 


in  «    »""  ,y, 

isnotbcr,!;. 


:  i  cannoi.     Ana  i  musi  «ww  —'-^  ^^, 
I  who  had  just  taken  his  icai]  to  the  nusu^ 


irVtb^* 
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Case  of  Marigny  jyjhUerive. 


[U.  OT  R. 


who  have  addressed  the  House  agunst  this  claim,  with 
whose  general  view  of  the  subject  I  cannot  agree,  though 
I  do  certainly  agree  with  them  all  in  many  particulars. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  there  are  several  items  of 
claim  embraced  in  this  bill ;  in  relation  to  all  of  which, 
M'ith  one  single  exception,  I  denre  now  to  give  no  opi- 
nion whatever.  The  one  item  to  which  I  allude,  and 
to  the  insertion  of  which  in  the  bill  I  must  now  vote 
against  the  whole  claim,  is  the  item  of  damages  for  in- 
juries done  to  the  person  of  the  slave  of  D'Aulerive. 

I  agree  perfectly  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  has*  just  addressed  the  House,  [Mr.  Mivbb] 
that,  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  several  questions 
have  been  argued  very  much  at  lengfth,  which  are  near- 
ly, if  not  wholly,  impertinent  and  unnecessary.  Such, 
in  my  opinion,  is  the  question,  whether  the  impress- 
ment of  private  property  into  the  public  service^  by  the 
commander  of  an  army,  in  time  or  war,  is  legal  or  ille« 
g'a)  ?  Such  is  also  the  question,  whether  the  evidence 
3efore  us  shews  that  this  slave  went  into  service  by  im- 
ircssment,  or  by  contract  with  his  master  ?  And  such, 
[  agree  «ith  the  same  gentleman,  is  the  question,  whe- 
her  slaves  are  or  are  not  property  ? 

Sure  I  am,  that  gentlemen  will  agree  with  me  that, 
lad  the  discussion  of  these  questions  been  avoided,  this 
(louse  would  have  escaped  an  excitement  which  is  al- 
ivays  to  be  deprecated.  But  1  am  not  sure,  that,  even 
vith  these  questions  untouched,  I  shall  be  able  to  lay 
Tiy  hand  so  gently  upon  the  subject,  as  not  to  wake 
mew  the  vibrations  of  some  tender  chord— 1  hope  it 
nay  not  be  an  angry  one.  And,  whatever  opinion  may 
)€  entertained  of  the  correctness  of  the  view  which  I 
im  about  to  present  to  the  House,  I  earnestly  offer  this 
ingle  prayer  to  the  candour  and  liberality  of  gentlemen 
vho  may  not  agree  with  me,  that  they  will  do  me  the 
ustice  to  believe,  that  my  sentiments  on  this  subject 
ire  honest  sentiments ;  tliat  they  have  been  formed  af- 
er  the  most  patient  deliberation ;  and  that  1  cherish 
hem  the  more,  because,'  though  I  may  find  myself  de- 
:eived,  J  hold  them  io  be  such  as  ought  not  to  joffend 
he  most  fiistidious  holder  of  this  species  of  property, 
:al!ed  slaves. 

Sir,  a  just  claim  presented  to  this  House  needs  no  pre- 
:edent  to  support  it ;  and  if  the  claim  be  not  meritori- 
tis,  no  precedent  can  sanction  it.  Tlye  better  wav  to 
udge  of  (his  item  of  claim  to  which  1  have  referred,  as 
n  all  similar  cases,  is  to  strip  it  of  every  embellishment, 
nd  to  look  at  it  as  it  stands  by  itself,  in  a  naked  state- 
lent  of  the  case.  D'Auterive  was  the  owner  of  a  slave 
ailed  Warwick.  In  time  of  war,  the  commander  of  an 
rmy  made  a  requisition  for  assistance  in  throwing  up 
efences^  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Under  this  requisi- 
ion,  Warwick  was  put  to  service,  and,  while  in  that 
ervice,  received  two  wounds  from  the  enemy's  guns— 
ne  in  the  eve,  the  other  on  the  arm  ?  by  means  of 
^hich,  his  value  to  his  master  was,  and  is,  lessened  two 
iiindred  dollars.  This  is  a  plain  and  nmple  statement 
f  the  case  $  and  upon  it  arises  this  plain  and  simple 
juestion — shall  the  Government  pay  the  master  the 
lamages  which  he  has  sus*ained,  tliit^ugh  the  personal 
iijury  done  to  his  slave  ? 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  can  object  to  any  want  of 
airness  in  making  the  statement,  or  jHilting  the  ques* 
ion.  And,  in  order  to  disembarrass  the  question  of 
very  thin^^  which  is  not  essential  to  its  decision,  so  as  to 
save  it,  if  possible,  to  be  determined  by  one  individual 
onsideration,  I  propose  to  begin  by  making  to  gentle- 
len  who  advocate  this  claim  certun  important  admis- 
iwns,  fur  the  sake  of  the  argument — some  of  which  will 
cconl  with  my  real  sentiments,  and  some  of  which  will 
ot  ;  and  I  sliall  endeavour  to  accommodate  these  admis- 
ions  to  the  views  of  such  gentlemen,  however  various 
id  unsettled  those  views  may  be  among  themselves. 


In  the  first  place  then  :  I  have  not  understood  dis- 
tinctly whether  all  who  have  advocated  this  claim,  con- 
tend  for  the  legality  of  impressment — I  mean  of  proper- 
ty :  for  I  shall  speak  of  the  impressment  of  men  oy  and 
by.  And  while  T  am  now  talking  of  impressment,  I  beg 
to  be  understood  as  meaning  the  impressment  of  pro- 
perty— I  say  I  do  not  understand  that  all  the  friends  of 
this  bill  contend  for  the  legality  of  impressment.  To 
such  as  do,  for  the  purpose  of  this  argument,  I  admit  its 
legality.  To  such  as  hold  the  contrary  doctrine,  as  be- 
ing necessary  to  the  success  of  this  claim,  T  admit  its  il- 
legality. But  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  say,  that  1  make 
these  admissions,  inasmuch  as,  in  my  view,  it  is  totally 
immaterial,  because  irrelevant,  whether  the  impress- 
ment of  property  be  legal  or  illegal. 

Again  1 1  beheve  that  most  of  the  advocates  of  this 
claim  have  contended  that  Warwick  was  inmreued  into 
the  service.  To  such,  I  concede  the  fact  that  he  was 
impressed.  If,  however,  there  are  any  who  prefer  to 
put  this  claim  on  the  ground  of  eontraeit  to  such  I  eon- 
cede  the  fiict  that  the  services.of  the  slave  were  contract- 
ed for.  And  I  confess,  were  I  the  advocate  of  this  claim, 
I  should  prefer  the  latter  rround. 

Again  :  To  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Evxbstt]  and  whom  I  am  proud  to  call  ray 
fHend,  and  from  whom  I  am  sony  to  differ  in  opinion  ' 
on  this  or  any  other  subiect — to  him  I  concede  that 
slaves,  80  far  as  the  law  makes  them  property  at  all,  are 
a  species  of  property  within  the  meaning  of  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  t  which  de- 
clares "  that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic use  without  just  compensation." 

Again  :  I  admit,  cheeifully,  unreservedly  admit— and 
in  accordance  with  my  real  sentiments,  as  well  as  for  the 
sake  of  the  ai^gument— that  slaves  are  property.  I  ad- 
mit it,  both  as  an  abstract  proposition,  and  as  a  practical 
fact.  I  admit  it,  too,  for  the  precise  reason  given  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vii^^nia,  [Mr.  Rahdolph}  who 
addressed  the  House  in  the  early  stage  of  the  debate  on 
this  subject,  "  that  that  is  property  which  the  law  makes 
property  $"  and  of  course  I  admit,  not  only  that  slaves  are 
property  but  that  they  are  precisely  that  kind  and  quality 
of  property  which  the  law  constitutes  them — ^and  no  other. 

It  will  be  observed,  then,  that,  though  I  admit  these  im- 
portant fiicts  and  principles,  namely  :  that  slaves  are  pro- 
perty, as  constituted  by  law  ;  that  private  property  can- 
not be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation ; 
that  this  slave  was  impressed  into  the  public  service  ;  and 
that  the  impressment  of  property  is  so  fiu*  legal  that  it 
ought  to  be  paid  for ;  yet,  with  all  these  admissions,  in  my 
bumble  judgment,  we  have  not  advanced  one  step  to- 
wards the  affirmative  of  the  question,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment cught  to  pay  the  master  for  the  dama^  he  has 
sustained  through  the  personal  injury  done  to  his  slave. 

Sir,  I  have  kiul  occasion  to  remark  before,  but  on  a 
very  different  subject,  and  fam  not  sure  that  the  remark, 
even  then,  was  original  with  me,  that  names  are  not 
things ;  and  we  often  deceive  ourselves  when  we  imagine 
them  to  be  so.  Property  is  a  word  of  familiar  import}  and 
whenever  the  word  is  pronoimced  in  any  man's  hearing, 
he  instantly,  and  unconsciously  attaches  to  it  a  very  com- 
mon idea.  The  very  book  from  which,  in  his  infancy,  he 
learned  his  alphabet,  was  his  book^  his  property.  The 
toys  with  which  he  amused  his  boyhood  were  his  proper- 
ty ;  his  watch  in  his  pocket  is  his  property  ;  his  house  b 
his  property ;  his  horse  is  his  property  ;  and  over  all  this, 
**  his  property,"  he  has  known  and  felt— aye  felt— that 
his  authority  was  absolute.  Not  only  the  use  of  it^  was  his, 
but  the  thing  itself— the  very  body  of  the  property  was 
his.  If  his  mood  were  generou^  he  could  give  it  away  } 
tf  thrifty,  he  could  sell  it ;  if  passionate,  be  could  destroy 
it ;  break  bis  toys  in  pieces,  bum  up  his  house,  and  blow 
out  the  brains  of  his  horse.    For,  let  me  respectfully  sug> 
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mt  to  Hie  ftntlenun  finom  N*rth  CaroSim*  [Mr.  Batah] 
UmA  tiMUffa  the  eommon  law  would  paniih  a  imui  lor  the 
abMMof  nwbcoit^  yet  it  would  not  do  to  beeauM  it 
earealbr  the  life  of  tliat  beaat,  or  beeause  the  owner  baa 
Mil  ri>te]ttte  i»awer  orer  ita  beinb  but  aimply  became  an 
nhibitioa  of  wanton  croelty  ia  oiicnaive  to  public  mora1a» 
end  ef  **  evil  exaiaple  to  au  othera  in  like  caaea  oiTend- 
inf  .**  A  Ran  nui^  not  bum  hia  own  bouae  in  the  night 
tiiiie»  and  when  it  m  inhabited*  or  at  any  time  when  it  may 
endwiger  the  propeity  of  othera  i  but  with  aome  auch  ex* 
eeptioea  he  may»  becauae  it  ia  hia  property  i  ao  a  nan 
mi^  deatroy  hia  own  horM,  beeanae  it  ia  hia  property, 
takmf  care  to  avoid  wantonneat  and  cruel^  in  the  ezecu- 
Otm^  And«  with  auch  ideaa  of  property  as  I  have  describ- 
ed, dwelling  in  the  mind,  we  give  our  aanent  to  the  pro- 
position that  alavea  are  praperty,  which  they  certainly 
are,  without  once  adverting  to  the  distincUon  between 
them  and ''the  beast  that  perisheth.'*  And  when  we 
apeak  efalavesaa  property,  we  deceive  ourselves^  by  a 
name,  if  we  imsgine  them  to  be  property  precisely  in  the 
same  aense  in  which  the  ox  and  the  liorse  are  property. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  have  thought  that  the  fiict 
that  slaves  are  entitled  to  certain  chril  righta— meaning, 
I  auppose,  aecurity  of  lift  and  peraon,  for  I  know  of  no 
other— provea  that  they  ere  not  property.  Or,  rather,  per* 
hapa,  the  argument  waa,  that  they  are  not  alwaya  pro- 
perty, but  aometimea  persons.  Now  I  hold  them  to  be 
alwava  property,  and  alwaya  persons.  And  that  they  are 
entitled  to  certain  civil  rights,  ia  only  the  consequence  of 
another  fact,  which  I  conceive  liea  at  the  foundation  of 
the  real  distinction  between  this  and  every  other  species 
of  property  ;  and  that  fact  is,  that  they  are  reasonable  hu- 
oiaa  bein|;a  i  and  I  uae  thia  expression  in  tbe  same  aense 
in  whieli  it  ia  used  in  the  legal  definition  of  homicide, 
which  is,  "  the  kilUng  of  a  reasonable  human  being."  So 
flkr,  therefore,  as  they  are  aninnali^  capable  of  bearing 
burthens^  and  performing  service,  they  are  property,  al- 
ways property ;  absolutely  property.  And  at  the  aaroe 
time,  aa  reasonable  liuman  beingsb  they  are  men,  alare^rs 
men  i  absolutely  men.— Here  then  is  the  important  dis- 
tinction. Tbe  abve  ia  your  property,  but  tbe  life  of  the 
•lave  ia  the  property  of  htm  who  gave  it,  and  who  made 
the  alave,  and  not  jrou,  the  tenant  in  possession  of  it*  You 
may  exact  the  services  of  your  slave  i  you  may  keep  his 
person  i  yuu  may  control  hia  actiona  i  you  may  aend  liim 
to  the  end  of  the  workl  for  your  profit  i  you  mav  give  hiin 
away «  you  nwy  aell  him  for  hia  market  price  i  all  of  which 
ia  iiidubitable  evidence  tliat  he  is  ^our  property.  But, 
during  all  thia  time,  he  may  carrv  his  life  in  hia  hand,  and 
picaerve  it  inviolate.  If  you  inflict  a  wanton  injury  on 
nia  person,  you  roust  answer  it  to  the  laws  of  your  coun- 
tiy  t  and  if  you  go  farther,  and  touch  his  life,  you  must 
paaa  from  an  unenviable  exaltation  here— I  mean  that  of 
the  gibbet— to  answer  for  the  offence  hereafter  at  the  bar 
of  an  unerring  Judge. ' 

Says  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  IUvdoi.fb] 
*«  tliat  which  tlie  Uw  makes  property,  is  property.'* 
Well  (  and  that  which  is  made  property  by  tbe  Uw,  and 
not  otbei^wiie,  which,  as  property,  is  the  creature  of  the 
law,  is  precisely  iueh  property  as  the  law  makea  it  to  be. 
When  the  tew  constituted  alavea  property,  it  sanctioned 
the  distinction  existing  in  nature  between  this  and  every 
other  apeciea  of  property  ;  and  aa  it  leand  them  reasona- 
ble human  beings,  it  left  tliem  so^  and  extended  its  pixi- 
tection  to  their  lives  and  membera.  Sir,  the  law,  like  the 
grave,  is  a  mighty  leveller,  at  leaat  in  this  countiy.  It 
puts  no  diflTerence  between  the  life  of  the  maater,  and  the 
life  of  the  alave.  It  aels  no  price  upon  either,  because 
both  are  above,  and  equally  above,  all  price.  And,  to 
guard  every  possible  avenue  of  approach  to  that  which  is 
ao  dear  to  it^the  life— it  has  set  the  same  stamp  of  invio- 
lability on  the  person  of  the  aUve  from  wanton  attack,  aa 
ithaaonthe  person  of  the  nnaater.    Were  it  otherwiae. 


and  were  there  rrally  no  distioctioa  betveen  "k  iil 
every  other  apeciea  of  property,  I  ooaldiee  ooDeniif 
for  Coloniiation  Societies.  Nobody,  1  bdieve,  nil 
think  of  colonisingoattle,  for  tbe  mere psrpoe  ofp 
ting  rid  ef  the  overstock;  we  would  b*U  tbea  oil;  m 
bum  up  th^  carcasfces.  And  those  ibnUdn  tte 
comphun  of  alave  popuhuioa.  and  iU  iBcreiie,aan.. 
if  slaves  were  precisely  aoch  property  m  ook^  ««l<i^' 
think  of  coloniz'mg  the  surplus  of  this  popdniDL  5t- 
they  would  seed  forth,  and  slay  sU  the  chiUn^'hs 
two  years  oU  and  under,"  and  repeit  tlieopentiNU» 
ten  aa  there  were  children  to  sby,  rmto  of  tbe  *a^ 
mentation  in  Rama  «**  and  they  would  ksock  ciq  oi- 
man  on  the  heed,  who  had  not  only  benoe  o^' 
aerved  only  now  to  consume  a  portios  of  tbi  k» 
which  foimeriy  tbe  sweat  of  his  bro*  hMl  wi^ 
operation  which  would  aaon  brii^tbe  dive  YV^>' 
within  aufferable  limits,  and,  if  neceini7,  to  tbe  p>''« 
extermination.  Let  menotbemisttndentood.Ipn'i^ 
this  idea  merely  in  illuatiationof  afMttttdsir^vf 
will  be  ao  unjuat  as  to  impugn  my  molirc^  wio.fc' 
n^  solemn  conviction  and  beUe^  thit  ihvcin  UMrv 
try  ate  univeraally  treated  by  their  mi^enwitt  "*• 
moat  humanity  aiid  kindness. 

I  have  BOW  expbuned  my  view  of  the  creitoito^ 
aUve.  He  is  the  property  of  bis  muter,  »A  ^ 
such  property  aathe  law  makes  biai,  and  m«w^ 
look  upon  him  as  having,  and  always  hsni*  w<^- 
qualities^  which  are  consistent  with  esch  (m>f  - 


other  reason,  becauae  the  law  lukes  theBi»-^«<t^ 
iv  of  the  property,  and  the  quslUy  of  *»»7^JJ 
this  latter  term  aa  signifying  tiis  nature,  wH  **f^ 


iv  of  the  property,  and  the  quslUy  of  ^m*! 
this  latter  term  aa  signifying  tiis  nature,  wH  l>*^^ 
And,  wherever  these    qualities  come  in  «»»^j^ 


quality  of  humanity  ia  the  paraniouat  (|ui%'  ^^  ,^ 


son  that  both  nature  and  the  law  rotKe  '^^"^^^ 


•  oflbesaa 


quality  of  property  must  yield  to  it 
though  tlie  slave  ia  the  absolute  pros 
yet  the  master  must  always  so  use  Va  f^l "' 
slave,  as  not  to  violate  hia  quabty  of  bamio  ntu^ 
the  enjoyment  of  thia  ^»eciesofpn>p«rty*  *^ 
must  be,  subject  to  the  immunities  of  the  ^^^.  ^ 
being.     1  am  not  aware  that  any  m*»  em  tf^" 

more.  u   >  Sff ' 

Now,  what  are  the  immunities  of  the  m^ 
of  life,  and  inviolability  ef  penon  fiom  w»  ' 
and  the  right  of  property  in  him  is  aleiy»»  J**;  , 
by  the  master,  or  by  ai^  body  else,  in  w>}^^^^. 
immunitiea.  And,  hence,  I  affirm,  t***  ^"^'^; ^  s: 
not,  by  contract,  put  his  slave  into  the  sf»*^  ^,. 
countn-,  in  the  face  of  an-enemy,sjjsiiwtb»wi^^^ 
any  officer  of  the  Government  Impremthe  *«  ^ 

Sir,  I  shall  enter  into  no  argument  on  ^^^a 
impreasment.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  r**f*^»^ 
haa  just  set  down,  (Mr.  Mtnmj  in  hii  ^^'^fj 
point.  If  the  HwB  of  war  justify  *e  i«l«Ti^ 
property,  on  which  I  now  give  no  opmwnj  "Ij^i 
justify  the  impressment  of  men.  ^  °®  n.  ^  t  v^ 
the  report  read  by  the  gentleman  to  "^r^^^ 
jiiat  alluded,  as  chumiog  any  such  power.  J"  j^. 
claima  that  the  Government  by  a  Uw  "  iW^, ... 
if  neceasary.  call  out  the  whole  P^P^ ^^t^ 
country!  but  not  that  men  may  ^^^"^aM 
public  service  witliout  the  warrant  of  law.  J»  "j  ^ 
aubject,  I  ahall  content  myself  by  ^^J'^w^^ 
able  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [^'.7*|.JonP 
reference  to  that  gentleman's  «n»*>^«^'*  «,  fiis 
(ion,  that  however  it  mav  be  with  ?^?^^*^^if 
be  impressed  ;  simply  addin|r,  that  tiwy  <»^^j  ^ 
pressed,  because  of  the  ioviolabiliiy  "Pf  ,"  j^!>< 
and  this  invioUbility  belongs  equally  to  the  w^ 
maater.  1 1  ndi  ^ 

And  how  la  it  with  Uie  right  of  the  ai^tt^^r 
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.djoumment*  a  motion  to  take  up  a  retolution  fixing  the 
time  of,  rejected,  470. 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  adjournment  tubmitted, 

695. 

taken  up.    Motion  to  lay  on  the  table  ne|^tived: 

WL  committee  appointed  to  meet  a  committee  of 

the  House  to  ix  on  the  period  of  adjournment, 

712. 
the  committee  reported  a  day  for  adjournment : 

question  postponed,  717. 
agreed  to,  769. 
adjourned,  $ine  die,  810. 
^Sf?  John»  a  communication  was  presented  from  him,  in 
relation  to  a  speech  of  Mr.  Randolph,  which  he 
had  been  charged  with  misreportmg   by  Duff 
Green,  334. 
rejected,  236. 
Appropriation  bill,  general,  read  the  third  time,  139— 

passed  140. 
Appropriations  for  certain  Fortifications  for  the  year  1828, 
a  bill  for,  taken  up,  394. 
an  amendment,  appropriating  $  50,000  for  Fortifi* 
cations  at  the  mouth  of  Barataria,  agreed  to, 

406. 
debate  commences,  394. 
^  the  Militaiy  Establishment,  a  bill  for,  taken  up, 

406. 
)«  taken  up  again,  411. 

motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  ex- 
«  penses  of  Visitors  at  West  Pointg  negatiyed,414. 

I!  dwate  commences,  406. 

ti  Arkansas,  the  bill  making  an  additional  compensation  to 
s  the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Territo- 

ry, taken  up  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,808 . 
g  Army,  the  bill  to  prevent  desertion  taken  up,  449. 

an  amendment  reported  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee as  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill,  agreed 
to,  450. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  453. 
(  debate  commences  449. 

I  Armory,  Western,  a  proposition  for  erecting,  4— with- 
drawn 7* 

'    Baltimore  and  CMiio  Rail  Road  Company,  tlie  bill  autho. 
rising  the,  to  import  iron  for  the  construction  of 
that  work,  token  up  678. 
Udd  on  the  table  689. 

again  taken  up,  692.  • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  695. 
debate  commences,  692. 
>     Barracks  at  New  Orlean%.a  bill  providing  for  the  pur- 
'  chase  of  a  site  for,  token  up  433, 

and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  435. 
debate  commences  &3. 
Breakwater  in  the  Delaware,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  con- 
'  struction  of,  token  up  341. 

postponed  342. 
'  again  taken  op  344,  no  question  decided. 

'  again  taken  up,  462, 

and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  470. 
debate  commences^  342. 
Brevet  Rank,  resolutions  of  inquiry  introduaed  on  the 
subject  of  Brevet  Rank,  submitted,  417. 
agreed  to»  421. 

a  bill  to  abolish  Brevet  Rank,  read  a  second  time 
and  laid  on  thetAbte,  789. 
Voi.  IV. -^ 


Brown  Major  General,  his  death  announced,  and  arnmge- 
mento  made  for  his  funeral,  369. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  bis  widow,  introduced,  372. 
taken  upi^  521. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed,  528. 
debate  commences,  521. 

Galiawba  Navigation  Company,  tlie  bill  granting  the  al* 
assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  legislature 
of  Atobama,  incorporating  said  compai^,  or« 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  65. 
Capitol,  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  relation  to  an  assault  in{  a  resolution  in  rela- 
laUun  to  the  police  of  the  Capitol  taken  up,  668$ 
ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table,  669{  again  taken  up, 
671 ;  and  again  hud  on  the  table,  672 «  a  let- 
ter from  Russell  Jarvis  in  rehttion  to  the  assault, 
was  announced  by  the  Vice  President,  which, 
after  some  objections^  was  read  and  laid  upon 
the  table,  674. 
debate  commences,  668. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  bill  from  the  House  to 
authorize  the  corporations  of  Washington, 
Geoigetown,  and  Alexandria,  to  subscribe  for 
stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the 
question  on  its  being  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing was  negatived,  788 ;  on  a  motion  to  reoon- 
sider  this  decbion,  it  was  carried,  and  the  bill 
received  its  second  reading,  and  was  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee)  a  motion  was  made 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  outXhe  word  «halP 
in  the  first  section,  making  H  necetsary  for  the 
stockholders  of  the  company  to  pay  in  the  whole 
of  their  asseasmento  before  the  government  be 
required  to  advance  ito  assessments,  which  was 
rejected ;  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en* 
girossed,  803  <  and  passed  ito  third  reading,  806. 
debate  commences,  788. 

the  bill  to  confirm  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
kture  ot  Maryland,  token  up,  791 ;  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  792  $  read  a  third  time  and  pass. 
ed,794  .  , 

Ckims  of  South  Carolina,  a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of, 
taken  up,  417;  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  allow- 
ance  of  interest  lost,  421  <  ordered  to  be  engrow- 
ed,422. 
debate  commences,  417. 

for  skves,  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  of  1827, 
for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  persons  entitled 
to  indemnification  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
was  taken  up,  406{  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
411 ;  bill  returned  from  the  House  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  concurred  with,  787. 
debate  commences,  406. 

Close  of  the  session,  measages  sent  to  tlie  President  and 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  informmg  them 
that  the  Senate  had  concluded  its  business,  and 
inquiring  if  they  had  any  other  communication 
to  make  to  them,  and  both  Houses  adjourned, 

810. 

Cohimbian  College,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  taken  up,  73« 
postponed,  74;  again  taken  up,  245;  reeonunit- 
ted,  248 »  again  taken  up,  343  ;  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  344. 


ii 
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dtbate  oommencc^i  345. 

Cttmberitiid  roAd, »  bUl  brougtit  in  for  ito  eontimuition,  29| 
the  bill  taken  up,  103|  ordered  to  be  engmeedt 
195{  pMMd.  137. 
the  bill  to  eontinoe  thieroed  being  sent  from  the 
Houie  with  amendmentfi  they  were  taken  up 
for  connderation,  505 ;  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, 506|  again  taken  up,  714i  mindrjr  rceoki- 
tiona  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ground 
OTcr  which  the  road  sunt,  the  keeping  the  road 
in  repair,  kc^  bill  pottponed,  717^  reaolutions 
again  Uken  up,  717(  laid  on  the  table,  738. 
debate  commencei,  103. 

reaolution  authoriatng  an  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  relinquiahlog  the  road  to  the  States 
through  which  it  passes,  135«  ag^reed  tei,  137. 

Custonu^  the  bill  to  authorise  the  collection  of  customs 
in  Louisville,  Pittsburg,  and  Cineinnati,  taken 
up,  5T0{  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  571. 

Custom  houses  at  Newport  and  Mobile,  a  bill  to  author- 
ire  the  purchase  of  site^  and  the  erection  of 
custom  houses,  at  Newport  and  Mobile,  and  for 
the  repairs  of  the  custom  house  at  Newbury  port» 
passed,  74. 

Decatur,  Susan,  a  bill  for  the  reKef  of,  taken  op,  348 ; 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  negatived,  368f  the 
blanks  filled,  and  a  proviso  agreed  to^  368  (  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  277;  bill  passed,  378. 
debate  commences,  348. 

Duty  on  wines,  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imported 
wines  vras  taken  up,  804|  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, 805: 

Duties  on  imporU,  a  memorial  presented  from  a' commit- 
tee of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  remonstrating 
against  any  increase  of  duties  on  imports,  pre- 
seated,9«  ordered  to  be  printed  and  referred,  10. 
a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  concerning  diseriminat- 
ing  duties  on  tonnaee  and  inmost,  taken  up, 
S37<  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  244. 

Fortiftcnttons,  the  bill  nuking  appropriations  for  certMn 
fortifications  for  the  year  1838,  taken  up,  394j 
and  after  filling  the  blank  for  appropriation  with 
150,000  for  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  BaraU- 
rta,  agreed  to,  406. 
the  debate  commences^  S94. 

Franking  privilege,  a  resolution  granting  it  to  the  Speak- 
er of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  taken  ui>, 
474|  an  amendment  extending  the  franking  pri- 
vilege of  members  of  Congress  negatived,  475  ? 
an  amendment  confining  the  proposed  privi- 
lege  to  the  sessions  of  Congress  was  rejected, 
and  the  original  resolution  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  479. 
the  debate  commences,  474. 

French  colonial  trade,  the  bill  to  regulate  intercourse 
with  the  islands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe, 
taken  up,  553;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  570  ; 
and  read  the  thlRi  time  the  following  day. 
the  debate  commences,  553. 

Hour  of  meeting  changed  to  11  o'clock,  433. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  a   Bill  for  abolishing  it  intro- 
duced, 11. 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  18. 
amendments  proposed  31. 
bill  passed,  90. 
debate  commences,  11. 
Int'emnification  to  Foreigners,   the  petition   of  Robert 
tIsU,  a  sbbject  of  Great  Britain,  praying  for  fur. 
tlier  indemnification  for  the  destruction  of  the 
siiip  Union,  5  {  laid  on -the  table,  6. 
Indiana,   a  bill  introduced  to  authorize  tlic  Legislature 
of  that  State  to  sell  lands  appropriated  for  the 


use  of  SchooK  3.       ^        ,     .. ,    , 
read  a  second  time,  9|  tstempforiiyfeid' 

ing>  1<^ 
Indian  Emigration,  the  bill  inskiar  iK«pm»  6r 
decaying  the  expense  of  a  ddeptiM  of  Ox- 
taw  and  Chickasaw  nations  of  In&MtoiBM 
and  survey  lands  west  of  the  Mirissppi,  ^» 
op,  660. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  663. 

debate  commences,  660. 
Interest,  the  bill  making  further  T"^^^^^ 
ment  of,  on  monejr  «f  !?«*«*.  "^^ 
War  for  the  public  defence  by  the  totaj 
New-York,  Pennsylvania,  Dckftfi,  IwyWN 
and  Virginia,  taken  np^iW. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed,  590. 

debate  commence^  585. 
Internal  ImpK^vements,   the  bill  to  P5\f«*|» '^ 
propriated  lands  to  the  8^terf  AUto  j^ 
purpose  of  improving  the  mtiptooida 
Rivers,  taken  up,  453. 

ordered  to  be  engrossedi  458. 

debate  commences,  453.  . 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  ltepi«ient*bm  * 
inr  appropriations  for,  tsken  ttP>JJ* 

anaLnSment  for  confining  the  pi^^"^^^ 
priation  to  survey.  ^!^yj^^ 
Carried  in  Committee  of  tteWhdcbf  w^ 
ing  vote  of  the  Speaker,  eW. 

bill  again  Uken  up,  639.  .,^u-.B,s^ 

and  the  decision  afterwards  eonilif«^byi« 

ty  of  one  vote,  631. 
the  biH  ordered  to  a  third  «^'?P' ^u.^v 
bill  returned  from  the  House,  *»  ^  i^ 
cur  in  the  Senate's  amendmentoJW^ 
of  the  Senate  recommend  «f  ~'^^ 
amendments.  Tlie  lit  ^^^^ 
were  receded  from.  -^'^^^i-sBtfC 
wasrefused,24votesto23,»d't»* 

on,  735.  fepwiihtf*!*"' 

managers  appointed  ^V^J-Llfit  of  *f  »= 

the  Housi.  on  the  dwgfec'W"*" 

Houses,  734.  ,.    j.  ,si^ 

the  committee  reported  to  ^^^ 

report  waa  concurred  with,  ?»• 
debate  commences,  603.  j 

Jarvis,  Russel,  his  letter  to  *he  SenaiejW^^,^.! 

an  assault  charged  to  hare  w*^^^],:: 

him  in  the  Capitol,  read  «now« 

theUble,  673.  ,.  .      rt,„mtm'^ 

Judiciary,  report  of  the  i^'^^'^^^^pi^'^ 
to  a  Resolution  in  ftvorrf«*^;?^^^^ 

ings  for  the  UniUd  S»f«X^'  w  Ik^^ 
8tSes,conaidefed»«doideitdw 

table,  137.  ,^.  ofocc*  f  ^ 

Judicial  Proce'ss,  the  bill  l^j^^gS^S^*- 
States  admitted  into  the  umw 
read  a  3d  time,  90. 

taken  up,  301.  ,.     a(u 

onleredtolieonthe  tabU,  3W. 

taken  up,  337.        ^^ 

ordered  to  be  engros»Jj33«. 

subject  again  taken  up»  ♦*'• 

kid  on  the  table,  343. 

again  taken  up,  344.  ^-q 

motion  to  reconsider  csm^|  ^"^'ji 

the  bill  again  taken  uA  ?V*  * '^e8gJ««** 
again  tak^  up  and  ordered  to  bsei 

debate  commenceib  ^'' 

Kenyon  College,   the  bill  P^^  ^'^\    ,# 
hnd,  taken  up,  532.  ,i^d,  i^ 

motion  to  recommit  tnci»    ^^j 
oRier  to  ei^ross  »» ^^* 

debate  commences  ^ 
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in 


Laiid%  publle,  a  rtflohition  tabmilt^d  itiitnietifng  tbt  com- 
mittee on  puUio  lands  to  inauire  into  tlie  ezpo- 
diency  of  ceding  the  public  lands  within  the 
linnits  oFthe  new  Statet  to  the  seteml  Stales  In 
which  they  1ie»  15. 
^  a  bill  introduced  for  graduating  the  prioes  of  pub- 

lic lands,  S3, 
taken  up,  151. 
postponed,  166. 
again  taken  up,  483. 

and   the  discussion  continued  for  a  considerable 
^  part  of  the  session  <  the  proposition  oflTering  a 

"  substitute  for  the  original  bill  was  negatived, 

656. 
and  the  original  bill  was  finally  rejected,  678. 
debate  commences^  33. 
Land^  school,  the  bill  to  authorise  the  relinquishment 
of  the  16th  section  of  lands  for  the  use  of 
schools  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  where  found 
t  barren  and  unproductiTe,  taken  up,  479$  reject- 

ed, 480. 
Land,  the  bill  granting  to  Kenyon  College  a  township  of 
land,  taken  up,  533{  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill,  negativcdi  and  an  order  to  engross  it,  car- 
ried, 550. 
debate  commences,  533. 

the  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,  and 
to  amend  the  act  to  enable  claimants  to  lands 
within  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Territonr  of 
Arkansas,  was  taken  up,  the  question  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  was  negatived,  789. 
Il^nd  Claims,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  final  setUemcnt 
of  private  land  claims  in  the  several  Statea  and 
Territories,  was  taken  up,  458. 
kid  on  the  Uble,  483. 
again  taken  up,  506. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  507. 
;  debate  commences,  45& 

TX^arcbe  Francis,  a  bill  for  bis  nlief,  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  35. 
debate  commences,  33. 
^  I^ieutenants  of  the  Navy,  the  bill  for  inoreasfaig  the  pay 
''  of  such  as  have  serred  ten  vears  and  upwards, 

was  taken  up  for  consideration,  80. 
order  of  the  day,  96. 
passed,  103. 
debate  commences,  80. 

\  Mijor  General  of  the  Army,  a  resolution  submitted  for 

abolishing  the  office,  371 . 
the  resolution  taken  up,  373. 
an  amendment  making  the  subject  a  matter  of  in* 

quiry  for  the  milita^  committee^  carried,  379. 
the  committee  report  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  abol- 

i*li  the  office,  415. 

report  recommitted,  416. 
debate  commences,  373. 
the  bill  from  the  House  to  aSblish  the  office  of 

Miuor  General  of  the  Army,  was  ordered  to  a 

second  reading,  788. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Uble,  805. 
debate  commences,  805. 
Military  road  in  Maine,  the  committee  on  MiKtary  AfFan« 

instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king such  a  road,  31. 
Militia,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  organizatbnof  the  mi* 

litia  of  the  United  States,  taken  up,  344. 
Uid  on  the  Uble,  345. 

again  Uken  up«  and  asain  laid  on  the  table,  341. 
again  Uken  up  and  laid  on  the  table,  474. 
debate  commenceiy  344. 
MUmi  Canal,  the  bill  to  aid  the  SUte  of  Ohio  to  make  the 

Miami  Canal  from  Davton  to  I^ke  Erie,  taken 

up  and  ordered  to  a  third  readings  809. 
MiliUry  Establishment,  (see  appropriations.) 


Navy,  Medical  Department,  the  bill  for  the  belter  otgan- 
ganisatimi  of,  taken  up  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  449. 
the  bill  for  increasing  the  payof  LieuUnanU  (see 
Lieutenants.) 

Navy  Yard  between  cape  Hatteras  and  Florida,  a  resolu- 
tion submitted,  dfarecting  the  SeereUry  of  the 
Navy  to  report  to  Congress,at  their  next  session, 
whether  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  on 
some  point  between  the  above  pkoes,  &c  to- 
gether with  the  expense  of  the  work,  790. 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  793. 

Ogden  Abraham,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  Ogden  and 
others,  taken  up  368. 
The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  negatived, 

376, 
Debate  commences  368. 
Order,  points  of,  decided,  166,  338,  334,  335,  336,  316, 
340,  341,  544^  561,  631,  633,  633,  651,  559, 
670,  678,  691,  693,  695,711,715,717,  734, 
787. 
Outrages  in  the  Capitol,  two  resolutions  laid  on  the  Uble 
in  relation  to  the  assault  made  by  Russell  Jarvis 
on  the  President's  Private  SeereUry,  and  that 
of  DuiF  Green  on  E.  V.  Sparhawk,  one  of  the 
Reporters,  810. 

Pensioners,  a  ImH  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of,  Uken  up.  Ill- 
bill  bid  on  the  Uble,  114|  taken  up  and  ocdered 

to  be  engrossed,  337. 
debate  commences^  111. 

PwaideK  of  the  United  SUtes,  a  coeMnunieatkm  from 
him  in  relation  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment, 
and  a  demand  for  the  release  of  John  Baker, 

400. 
a  message  sUting  that  his  Private  Secretary,  in 
paming  from  uie  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
the  Senate  Chamber,  had  been  way-laid  and  as- 
saulted in  the  Rotiindo,  66a 

President  pro  lem,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  this  officeri  Mr»  Macon  was  dedared  duly 
eleotedi  but  declming  to  serve,  Mr.  Smith  of 
Maryland  was  then  elected,  788. 

Printer  to  the  Senate,  a  preamble  and  resolution  on  the 
subject,  3. 

Printing,  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Hmne  proposing 
to  render  moM  economical  the  printing  of  the 
two  Houses^  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  iu 
third  reading,  806. 

Public  debt,  a  resolution  introdnoed,   Instructmg  the 
Committee  of  Finanoe  to  inquire  whether  any 
I  ihe  oonslinetion  of  the 


fourth  section  eftheaetto  providefor  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  deb(  as  to  the  amount 
of  surpkis  revenue  to  be  retained  m  thfs  Tret* 
suiy,  &C.379. 
agreed  to,  394. 
Pttblie  Bttihilngs,  the  bill  making  appropriatiene  tjir, 
Uken  op  and  passed,  734. 

Reporters  to  the  Senate,  a  resolution  agreed  to  direetin|^ 
the  Secretary,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  to  cause  seaU  to  be  prepar- 
ed for  them  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, 8. 

Retvenehment  Report%  a  motion  made  to  print  3000  oo- 
pies  of  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  RepresenUtives  on  Retrenchment, 
sgreed  to  794. 

Revolution,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers 
of,  taken  up,  138. 
a  motion  made  to  recommit  the  bill,  140. 
withdrawn,  183. 

again  Uken  up,H33.    After  several  unsuccessful 
efforU  to  ftll  the  bbnk  in  the  bill,  with  sums  va- 
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tying  from  MpOO^OOO  to  ««00^000,  and  die 
fBJeeliMi  ofa  notiiNilbr  m  ioMlmte  postpone- 
ncnt*  the  bill  WM  ordered  to  lie  en  the  table. 

the  bill  from  the  HoueelNrtbe  relief  of  wndnr 
Bevoliilioneiy  ofi&cen»  end  eeldieny  end  «rh 
dov%  wee  rwd  e  eeeond  time,  end  raferred  to 
the  Cooiniittee  on  PeniMme»  790. 

the  CeoMiittee  reported,  the!  it  wee  not  poetible 
to  ect  upon  the  bill  et  eo  kte  e  period  of  the 
eeerioo,end  wee  dieeherged  from  ita  further  eon- 
Mention,  a04. 

debate  comnicncee,  789. 
Ruleeofthe  Senate,  an  amendment  to  propoeed,  6. 

]aidontheUble,7. 

Selt,  bill  introduced  for  repealing  in  part  Uie  dutj  there- 
on, 3. 
taken  up,  591. 
hid  on  the  table,  603. 
debate  eommencee,  591. 
Selt  Spriitf%  a  bill  authorising  the  Pretident  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  cause  the  reserved  Selt  Springs,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be  ezpoeed  to  selei 
reed  a  3d  and  3d  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en* 
grossed,  30. 
School  Limds  in  Indiana,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  to 
sen  dm  bndehefetofeee  approprietod  to  the  use 
of  School^  reada3d  time,  8. 
kndonthetihble,9* 
egainteken  up,  10. 
ordered  to  be  eocfoesed,  11. 
«eels»  areeolntioofer  chen^gthe  seeU  of  the  Senate 

Cbeaaber,  taken  up^  negatvred,  665. 
Stoking  Fund,  e  bill  ekering  ^m  net  eBteblkhing  the 
Sinking  Fund,  was  taken  up  and  discttssed,but 
finellyleid  on  the  tables  Ibr-wsM  ef  time  duly  to 
eonsidct  its  pre>neions»  780. 
Slmre  Trade*  the  bill  making  appsopnations  for  the  sup- 
presstonoftheSkveTnide^  taken  up,  and  kid 
ontbeteb]e,a06. 
1^^  taken  up,  806. 

a  mo6on  to  strike  out  the  firai  section,  proriding 
$30,000  to  lestecenegroee  to  the  oeest  of  Afiv 
oe,  negetivedf  and  die  bill  ordered  loe  third 
reedli^,  809. 
defaaeeooauaenoei^  606. 
Skfcsi  deported*  a  eupplementaiy  bill  introduced  for 
the  eiyusimi  ut  ef  ckim  toindemnifcation,  un- 
der the  treaty  of  Ghent,  406. 
esdeeed  to'be  ei^roesed,  411. 
the  biH  returned  from  the  Houee  with  an  amend- 

meat,  kid  on  the  table,  738. 
amendment  of  the  House  eonouered  with,  787. 
debate  commences^  406« 
•kvei^  eeptured,  a  bill  passed,  ceneelling  a  bond  in  re- 
lation to  them,  30. 
Sootli  Carolina,  Claims  of  CSee  Cimms^J 
Speihawk,  Edward  V.  his  memorial  complaining  of  an 
assault  from  DuflT  Green,  in  a  room  devoted  to 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  presented,  186. 
kidontheUble,  187. 
Surplus  Berenue,  a  resolntion  respecting,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Benton,  and  agreed  to^  fsee  FuMU  Dt^ 

TsrifT,  the  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on  certain  imported 

articles,  was  taken  up,  725, 
bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  785. 
motion  of  indefinite  postponement  negatived)  bill 

passed  786. 
debate  commences  725. 

Vacdnation,  the  bill  to  encourage,  taken  up,  550. 

rejected,  SSi. 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  his  powers  consi- 


dered, in  a  repect  ef  the  caMittMippoineid 

to  revise  the  rules  of  the  Sewke,  378i  icitfd  to, 

3il. 

debate  oonunence%  278. 

Western  Armory,  a  resolution  intrDdticc^  totlw^ 
the  Secretary  of  War  toimtnictuoficeoTtht 
Corps  of  Ennneers  to  ezaiaine  the  Uok  Shoe 
Bend,  on  Licldng  river,  in  Kentackyt  lod  repvi 
the  practicability  of  estabUshisg  tttnwyte 
4 1  reeokition  withdrawn,  7. 
debate  commences,  4. 

Winee,  duty  on  reduced,  {Set  Dutim,) 

Tees  end  N^  on  an  amendment  to  the  biQ  ftr^iiic 
li^ment  of  impiiaonmeat  far  debt,  toe«K' 
the  9th  section,  which  proriaei»tbilailla0 
where  the  body  shall  be  mbjed  \»'j^^ 
ment,  such  person  shaU  be  depriTedrfpwa 
bounds,  and  kept  ia  cUne  cuMr  ^  '^ 
charged  by  due  course  of  Uw,  70. 

on  another  amendment  to  the  ame  m,  tm 
out  a  part  of  one  section,  and  tddiog  Km 
others,  8i. 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  90. 

on  the  paamge  of  the  bOl  to  increiietk|».'. 
lieotenanta  in  the  Navy,  103. 

on  engioesing  the  biU  miking  ^Vf^, 
thecompletion  of  the  Cumbcrliad  IW  w 
Bridgeport  to  ZanesviUe,  125. 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bdi  for tbeti^ 

Susan  Decatur,  268. 
onennoseing  the  biU  for  thereWofiJ^* 

on^?g?S^g'the  biUfor  the  relief  rf 8* *" 
catur,  277.  «.j-m  \-ie 

on  an  amendment  toe  P««P««»*"TLmi 
Rules  of  the  Senate,  «n  relatka  lo**?"^ 
the  Vice  Pre«dent,  33r.  ,,  _, 

on  three  other  amendments  to  •»' P^ 
amendment,  340.  ^- 

on  en  ansendment  to  the  biU  to  tPB^^. 
the  CourU  of  the  U.  StUf^  to«nke» 
original  bill,  327.  ,  ......  x 

on  adopting  the  first  secdoa  of »d  bii^  >- 

on  adopting  the  second  lection,  ib.  ; 

on  engrossing  the  bUl  for  Mtl^*^,,, 
sUves  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  4ii^ 

on  filling  the  bUnk  in  tbe  biU  for  | 
sunriving  revolutionary  ofBcen  ^ 
448.  I'  f 

on  a  motion  indefinitely  to  P«2J^.^ 

on  filling  the  bfamk  with  l^»<W  "^     j> 

on  engrossing  the  biU  te  gttnt  ^J'J^i, 
ed  and  uiuippropriated  tandi  to  the  s>b* 
bama,  for  tbe  purpows  of  improvmf  ^^ 
tion  of  her  rirenb  458,  _^  « 

on  engrowng  the  bill  ^^^^^TZ^ 
the  Construction  of  a  braikwitef»i»» 
of  the  Dehiware  Bay,  470.  .  ^^, 

on  engrossing  the  biU  for  the  lehrf  «"* 
of  Gen.  Brown,  52a  .^L-nrtfip'' 

.  on  engrossing  tbe  biU  msking  w^^«^ 
the  payment  of  hrterest  on  ^^^^, 
during  the  Ute  war,  for  the  P««>Bc  dj^  ^ 
the  States  of  New  Yorit,  Penngl^ 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  iw*''^^^,^.',: 


ware,  Maiyhind,  ^^^^^^  ^' 
n  an  a 

tions  tor  intrrnii  ^^V'^^^'^'l^  ca0^'^^ 
words  "until  the survcyi tlrw^y 


nendment  lo  we  «•»  ---   [mO^'^ 
for  internal  '^toproretiienihf^.,. 


sre  completed,"  <508.  ,  ^gdwr^- 

on  en  amendment  to  the  binto^«»    ^ 

of  public  lands,  to  strike  outtt^"^ 

in  order  to  insert  a  subatitutf,  w^  •„ ,  < 
on  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  rtpofl^' 

tlie  duty  on  salt,  672. 
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on  •ngrotniig  the  bill  for  tlM  eontinuation  of  tho 
Cumberland  Boad  through  the  State  of  Indiana, 
675. 

on  engrossing  the  bill  for  the  graduation  of  the 
prke  of  Public  Lands,  678. 

on  an  ainend.nnent  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain Revolutionary  Officers  and  Soldiers,  to 
strike  out  the  original  bill,  and  insert  a  substi* 
tute.  A  division  of  the  qucation  being  called 
for,  the  striking  out  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Yeas  and  Nays  were  taken  on  inserting  the  sub* 
slitute,  713. 

on  engrossing  the  bill  as  amended,  ib. 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  Public  Buildings,  734. 

on  the  question  to  recede  from  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  Internal  Im« 
provements^  confining  the  appropriation  of 
$30,000  to  surveys  already  commenced,  ib. 

on  striking  out  the  third  section  of  the  Tariff 
bill,  765. 

on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  785. 

on  a  motion  indefinitely  to  postpone  the  bill,  786. 

on  the  passa^  of  the  bill,  ib. 

on  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Conference 


on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  HoutM  on 
the  bill  for  Internal  Improvements,  787. 

on  the  question  of  considering  the  bill  to  confirm 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  incorporat* 
ing  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
&c.  792. 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sub- 
scription  to  Stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  to  strikeout  of  the  first  section  the  word 
"  half,"  803. 

on  an  amendment  in  the  8th  line  -of  the  first  sec- 
tion, ib. 

on  another  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  following 
words — *'  nor  until  one  half  of  the  aggregate 
amount  of  such  assessment  shall  have  been 
paid,"  Ib. 

on  engrossing  the  amendments,  and  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  804. 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  806. 

on  engrossing  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  im- 
ported Wines,  805. 

ou  ordering  the  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  Major- 
General  to  a  third  reading,  807. 

on  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill  to  aid  the 
State  of  Ohio  to  rocJce  the  Miami  Canal,  809. 
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Arrangement  of  Business^  Committees  on  the  several 
subjects  in  the  President's  Message,  appointed, 

813 
Armoiy,  «  Resolution  submitted,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affaira  to  inqube  into  the  ex- 
'*  pediency  of  establishing  an  Armory  on  Harpeth 

y'  River,  895. 

agreed  to  896. 
s^  Appropriations  for  the  Navy  taken  up   in  Committee, 

1917. 
for  Fortifieations^  on  amendment  of  tlie  Senate, 

1920. 
Accounting  Officers  of  the  Treasury,  a  Resolution  re« 
specting,  1954. 
resolution  committed,  1998. 
Adjournment^  a  Resolution  for  appointing  a  joint  Com- 
mittee to  fix  on  a  day  of  adjournment,  2480. 
i,  the  Committee  reported  the  3oth  of  May,  3541. 

>  resolution  agreed  to^  2596. 

Assault  on  the  President's  Secretary  by  Ruasel  Jarvis, 
two  Reports  on  the  subject,  2715. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  2723. 
f '  subject  noticed  and  remarked  upon,  2754. 

:);  Alabama  Land,  a  bill  to  aid  in  a  Canal  round  the  Muscle 
^  Shoals,  2733,  2743. 

f  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  Raaolution  introduced  in- 

^  structin^  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 

inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  providing  by  biw 
for  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  the  Stock  of  this 
Bank  held  by  the  Government,  and  of  applying 

,<  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of  the   pubyc 

■,  debt,  815. 

^i  laid  on  the  table,  818. 

n  taken  up,  827. 

'  a  motion  to  lay  the  Resolution  on  the  table  nega* 

]  Uved,  850. 

.  rejected,  858. 

.  debate  commences^  827. 

Battle  of  NewOrieans,  a  Resolution  propoHing  to  have 

^  an  Historical  Painting  of  the  Battle  of  New  Or- 

leans placed  in  one  of  the  paunels  of  the  Rotun- 
do  of  the  Capitol,  and  tliat  Washington  AUston 
be  engaged  to  design  and  finish  the  work,  929. 


various  amendments  were  proposed  to  this  Resolu- 
tion, embracing  some  of  our  most  remarkable 
Battles  by  sea  and  land,  which  were  all  nega- 
tived.   The  particulars  appear  in  the  debate  on 
the  occasion, 
debate  commences,  929. 
Brown,  General,  a  message  received  from  the  Senate, 
.   announcing  the  death  of  the  General,  and  the 
orders  made  in  relation  to  his  funeral,  1608. 
Brown»  Mrs.  a  bill  for  her  relief,  taken  up,  2079. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  2086. 
•    bill  passed,  2089. 
Brazil,  affairs  with,  a  resolution  calling  fbra  cerlain  cor- 
respondence, 2509. 
resolution  adopted,  2540.  ^ 

Barracks  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  Resolution  to  authorize 
the  President  to  loan  them  to  a  Military  SchooL 
agreed  to,  2540. 
Boundary  Lines  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois^  a  bill  for 
ascertaining  the  true  boundary,  taken  up,  2250. 
Breakwater  in  the  UeUware,  bill  to  commence  the  erec- 
tion of  a,  taken  up,  2732. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  2734. 

Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  House  appointed,  812. 
Committees,  Standing,  appointed,  813. 
Chaplain  to  Congress  elected,  815. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain 
an  act  confirming  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  an  Act  of  the  SUte  of 
Maryland  for  the  same  purpose,  890. 
also^  a  bill  authorising  a  subscription  to  the  Stock 
of  the  Ciiesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  i6. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bills  in  relation  to  this  subject,  2571. 
the  bill  Uken  up  by  (he  House,  2596. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  2616. 
the  bill  passed,  2639. 

the  bill  for  enUrging  the  powers  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Washington  was  taken  up,  2670. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  2677.    bill  pasMd,  2695. 
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CtMJ  In  Michti^n,  retolutioiii  rabmitted  initnietin|^  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Ctnab  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpefHencjr  of  appropriating^  a  aam  ofnnoney 
for  examining  and  determininji^  upon  a  niitable 
route  for  a  Canal  acroai  the  peninsula  of  Michi- 
fan,  to  connect  the  Waten  of  Lakes  Michigan 
and  Brie,  898. 
resohitions  agreed  to,  899. 
Captimd  Africans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  cancelling  of  a  bond  therein  mentioned*  was 
twice  read,  915. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  916. 
bin  again  taken  up,  955. 
recommitted,  with  instructions  that  the  facts  of 

the  case  be  reported,  968. 
the  Judiciary  Committee  make  their  Report,  998. 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject  refer- 
red to  the  Mme  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
the  bill  of  this  House,  1005. 
debate  commences,  955. 
Carroll,  Charles,  of  Carrollton,    pririlege  of  franking 

extended  to  him,  2732,  27S3, 
Close  of  the  Session,  3768. 

Cumberland  Road,  notice  given  that  the  bill  which  was 
before  Congress  at  its  last  session,  would  be 
called  up  at  this,  and  a  proposed  amendment 
tliereto,  ordered  to  be  printed,  1004. 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  Resolution  taken  up,  requesting  the 
President  to  inform  the  House  whether  any, 
and  what  measures  have  been  taken  to  preserve 
inviolate  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  de- 
clares that  no  new  State  shsU  be  formed  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  &c.  1592. 
resolution  laid  on  the  table,  1593. 
agreed  to^  1718. 
debate  eommenecs,  1593. 
Creek  Indisns,  information  called  for   in   relation  to  a 
Trea^  concluded  with  them  in  Nov.    1837, 

1953 

resolution    calfing   on   the   President    for   any 

Charges  that  had  been  preferred  against  the  U. 

States  Agent  for  the  Creek  Indians,  agreed  to, 

3345. 

D'Auterive  Marigny,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  was  taken 
up,  899. 

amendment  proposed  providing  a  compensation 
lor  the  lost  time  of  the  petitioner's  slave  ,and  the 
expenses  of  medical  treatment,  900. 

after  a  discussion  of  this  amendment  for  several 
days  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  commit- 
tee's rising,  the  House  refused  leave  to  rit 
again,  1039. 

a  motion  was  made  to  discharge  the  committee  of 
the  whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  a  division  of  the  question  being  called  for, 
and  the  question  for  dischsrging  the  committee 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  ib. 

a  motion  was  then  made  to  recommit  the  bill  and 
report  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  ib. 

an  amendment  proposing  an  additional  section  al- 
lowing $334  for  the  mjury  done  to  the  slave, 

104a 

adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 

1133. 

on  its  third  reading,  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill 
carried,  1486. 

debate  commences  899. 
Dubord  Anna,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of»  was  rejected,  3573. 

Election,  a  memorial  from  the  city  of  Philadolphia,  repre- 
senting that  Jolm  Sergeant  and  Henry  Horn  had 
each  received  a  like  number  of  votes  at  the  late 
election  for  members  of  this  House,  and  suggest* 
ing  sonte  irregularity  in  the  election,  818. 
refeired  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  818. 


the  Committee  of  Blectiom  report,  thtMifler 
geant  b  entitled  to  bisicat,wh]cfan9atiieaB- 
curred  with,  999. 
Bmigration  of  Iniians,  the  bill  making  appnpra^br 
the  Indian  Department,  taken  up,  1531 

amendment  proposed  to  strike  oai  the  m 
<*  and  for  aiding  said  Cherokeei,  ind  ndioihe 
Indians  as  may  be  so  disposed,  tofnipiiets 
places  west  of  the  Misnasippi,  1539."  Ntpd^ 
ed,  1566. 

tlie  committee  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoex. 

IS9-; 

debate  commences,  1533. 
Engineers,  a  call  on  the  President  to  knov  wlnl  csei 
have  prevented  him  from  comnaniaaf  tkr^ 
port  of,  on  the  practicability  of  uis6!i{^>» 
nal,  the  waters  of  James  tnd  GrotKtihin 
Rivers,  1936. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table»  19S8. 
ElectoFal  votes  for  President,  a  resolution  affiif  Ivw' 
matton  on  the  subject  in  rdition  totfeeftssi 
certificates  of  such  electiom,  3640. 
motion  laid  on  the  table,  3645. 

Florida,  Right  of  Suffrage,  a  bill  reported  to  vm^ 
certain  inhabiUnts  the  rigiit  ofrotiug, be 
ordered  to  its  third  reading:,  820. 
a  bill  to  alter  the  timeof  mcetinjoflbeLeptf* 
Council,  3316. 
Fortifioationa,  the  biU  making  ap?ropriiti*MM- 
Florida  Land  Claims,  a  bill  for  settling  tben,  ffvs- 
be  engrossed,  3380.  . 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  WW*-' 
taken  up,  3733. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  3738. 

Georgia  and  Florida  Boundary  Line,  %  rnoar^^ 

President  on  the  subject,  1090.         ^ 

referred  to  the  Committee  ontiie  Ja**?"  ^ 

Greek  and  Latin  books,  a  b'dl  to  reduce  (be<«9<^r 
ed,3495 

Herkimer,  the  late  Brigadier,  aresolafioaiii*^^^ 
Committee  on  RevduiioMiy  CbiiMjc  r 
into  the  e]rpcdien<7  of  esrtyin|nrto  ew^ 
solution  of  Congress  io  1777,  we^' 
roenttothe  memory  of  the  BngiS'J'^^ 
killed  in  fighting  for  the  Bbatw  "f^^ 
try,  914. 
resolution  adopted,  915.  ,     \  ^^ 

Historical  Paintinn,  a  resolution  introdaced,  p^ 
to  fill  one  of  the  nanoels  of  the  Boiu»*' , 
Capitol  with  a  Painting  of  the  Battle  «-j, 
Icansi  and  that  Washington  AlW^«w 
to  design  and  finish  the  work,  Vf*  * 
various  amendments  to  this  rcjiolutiot^ 
posed,  embracing  some  of  our  n«*'7if 
battlea  by  sea  and  Und,  which  woj", 
tived.  The^MulicolarssppesrintW*^ 
the  occasion, 
debate  eommenecs,  929.  ^^\ 

Holeombe,  Mr.  his  death  announced,  and  ^r!T\^ 
lution  for  going  into  mourning,  *°^eBS?^ 

Harbours^a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  certuB.    ,^ 

Internal  Improvement,  a  resoluUon  tai«n  w    ^^  - 

the  Secretar>-ofWarto  <»«»""liie:^ 

House  the  report  of  the  B«g'"^r,> 

ticability  ol  uniting,  by  a  <»'r».'l  j91 

James  and  the  Great  Kenhawin^«* 

resolution  adopted,  894.  ^^  ^^ 

bill  making  appropriations  fcf  Intenw 

ments,  Uken  up,  }510.  jt^P^. 

and  went  through  the  Committee  01"-  .^^ 
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the  Hou«e  took  up  the  bill  for  ooiMidefmUoii»1609. 

amonclnieiit  proposed  to  add  the  following  provi- 

mo:  *'that   no  part  of  the  appropriation  be  ex- 

K ended  on  any  other  aunreyi,  except  luch  as 
eve  already  been  eontracted  for,  or  ^here 
the  surveys  hereafter  made  are  preparatory  to 
the  construction  vf  roads  or  canalsafor  the  trans- 
portation of  the  nnaiL  or  for  military  purposes," 

1630. 
negatived^  1698. 

Another  amendment  proposed:  **  provided  that 
only  so  much  of  this  appropriation  hereby  made 
as  shall  be  necesesry  for  the  completion  of  such 
■urveys  snd  examinations  as  haTC  been  already 
commenced,  shall  be  expended,  1698. 
L  rejected.  1810. 

3e  the  bill  oHercd  to  be  engrossed,  1811. 

passed  its  third  resding,  1819. 
resolution  of  Mr.  Wtckliffe,caHing  for  an  estimate 
t  of  the  amount  necessary  to  execute  the  propo- 

■liions  for  Internal  Improvements,  2132. 
resolution  passed,  2218. 

the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  makiai^  appropriations  for  Intera^l  Improve- 
ments, were  taken  up,  2576. 
a  part  of  tlie  amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  rest 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  Conference,  2588. 
,2  the  Committee  recommends  a  compromise,  2674. 

both  Houses  having  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
,r^  compromise,  the  bill  passed,  2695. 

:^  debate  commences,  1510. 

'.ndiana»  a  resolution  introduced  instructing  the  Commit- 
^^.  ^^tee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expedi* 

^^ncy  of  establishing  some  mode  of  removing^ 
;  *  gradually  all  the  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi 

to  the  west  of  that  river,  &c.  820. 
.  sdopted,  823. 

.,  removal  of,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  removal 

^~  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indiana,  taken 

*^  up,  896. 

•^  sdopted,  898. 

^^bill  reported  by  theCommittee  on  Indian  Affairi, 
Snaking  appropriation  to  defray  tlie  expenses  of 
^  certain  Indmns  who  propose  to  emigrate,  914. 

bill  for  removal  of  Choctaw  Indiana^  passed,  2553. 
'''  Indian  Affairs,  a  resolution  concerning,  taken  up,  1939. 

agreed  to,  1952. 
Y  Indian  Ciovernments,  the  Chairnuin  of  the  Judiciar>'  Com- 
i'^  mittee,  to  whom  was  committed  a  resolution  to 

inquire  if  any  ol  the  Indian  tribea  have  organize 
ed  an  Independent  Qovernment,  with  a  view  to 
r'  a  permanent  location  in  said  States^  if  so,  into 

iS'  the  expediency  of  reporting  necessary  measures 

iii  to  arrest  such  location,  wished  to  be  discliarged 

if  from  Its  consideration,  914. 

li'  the  above  resolution  taken  up  for  consideration, 

»  925. 

?i  an  amendment  was  proposed  to  strike  out  the 

words    *Mo  arrest  such  permanent  location," 
v  926. 

motion  negatived,  and  resolution  adopted,     929. 
debate  commences,  925. 
Indian  Appropriations,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
i  the   Indian  Department  fur  1828,    taken  up, 

fJ  15J3. 

amendment    proposed   to  strike  out  the  words 
'*  and  for  aiding  said  Cherokees,  and  such  oiiier 
li  Indians  as  may  be  so  disposed,  to  emigrate  to 

t  places  west  of  the  Mississippi,"  1539. 

f  negntived,  1566. 

the  Committee  reported  the  bill  to  the  House, 
*  1592. 

bill  again  taken  up,  2480. 
I  bill  passed,  2494. 

debate  commences,  1533. 
y^afw  ttail-road,  the  bill  to  aid  the  Baltimore  Hail-rosd 


Company  by  remitting  the  duty  on  their  im« 
ported  iron,  2733,  postponed,  2761. 

Janria  Eussel,  his  letter  respecting  his  assault  on  Mr. 
John  Adams,  2381. 

Judicial  Process,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  further  to  regu- 
late processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  UnitedStatea 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pajsed,  2650. 

Land  Offices,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  to 
report  a  list  of  the  persons  appointed  to  examins 
them,  &c.  1909. 
Lands  Public,  a  bill  for  the  sale  of,  2050. 
bill  passed,  2053. 

a   resolution  proposing  to  reduce  the  price  of, 

2373. 
laid  on  the  table,  2380* 

lands  relinquished  in  Alabama,  the  bill  postponed, 

2765. 

Manufactures,  tlie  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  this 

subject  submitted  a  resolution,  proposing  to  give 
lo  the  committee  power  to  send  for  penona  and 
papers,  862. 

motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  nega* 
tived,  882. 

an  amendment,  limiting  the  objects  of  inquiiy, 
agreed  to,  888. 

the  resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  889. 

leave  given  to  the  Committee  to  sit  durii^  the 
sitting  of  the  House,  955. 

Report  of  tlie  Committee,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
in  alteration  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  imports,  1274. 

see  the  proceedings  on  this  subject  under  tho 
head  Tariff, 
Meade,  Richard  W.  tlie  claim  of,  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Mr.  Meade,  Uken  up,  1594. 

the  committee  rose,  as  stated,  with  a  view  to  fur* 
ther  inquiry,  1608. 

again  taken  up,  1819. 

committee  reported  progress,  1830* 

the  subject  again  taken  up,  1910. 

bill  rejected,  1970. 
Mobile  Court  Bfartial,  a  resolution  hitroduced,  directing 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  the  House  with  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial, 
which  commenced  its  sittings  at  or  near  Mobile, 
on  the  5th  of  December,  1814,  for  the  trial  of 
ceruin  Tennessee  militiamen,  &c.  975. 

the  resolution  taken  up,  but  qo  decision  had,  999, 

the  subject  resumed,  1031. 

adopted,  with  some  amendments,  1048. 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  kid  befors 
the  House,  1252. 

a  resolution  taken  up,  instructing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  furnish  the  House  with  copies  o(  all  cor- 
respondence between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Gen.  Jackson,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Creek  war,  until  the  1st  of  March,  1815,  on  the 
subject  of  the  drafl,  service,  and  dischairge  of 
the  several  corps  of  Tennessee  militia,  and 
agreed  to,  1486. 

report  of  tiie  Secretary  of  War  laid  before  the 
House,  and  taken  up,  1487. 

previous  question  called  for,  motion  prevailed. 
1506. 

the  resolution  then  passed,  ib. 

debate  commences,  999. 
Military  Appropriations,  the  bill  making  military  appro* 

priatiiins  for  the  year  1828,  taken  up,  1522|  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading,  1592. 

debate  commences,  1522. 
Militia  military  executions,  resolutions  offered,  deelaring 

the  execution  of  certain  militiamen  in  Tennessee, 

to  be  in  contravention  of  their  rights  at  oitUens, 
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Mid  in  derogition  of  the  oomtitution  and  laws 

of  the  landi  a  motion  to  ky  them  on  the  table 

and  to  print  them,  rejected,  1736.  / 

Mounted  Vohinteera,  propoaition  fur  inquiring  Into  the 

expediency  of  niaing,  adopted,  3054. 
Menoriala,  a  reaolution  reapectinr  the  printinr  of  them, 

240r. 
Major  General,  an  inquiiy  into  the  expediency  of  abo- 

liahing  the  office,  3484. 

resolution  agreed  to,  2483. 

the  bill  for  aboliihing  the  office  taken  up,  3678. 

ordered  to  be  engroited,  3694. 

bill  paised,  3695. 
Mint  of  tlie  United  States,  a  bill  to  continne  the  mint  in 

PhihMlelphia,  8te.  Uken  up,  3679. 
Morgan,  William,  a  memorial  on  the  nbject  of  hia  ab- 
duction by  the  freemasons,  presented,  2644. 

referred  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Nary  Hospitals,  a  resolution  submitted,  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mssn»  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  causing  to  be  paid  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals  such  sums 
as  may  be  due  to  the  Navy  hospital  fund,  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  830. 
resolution  adopted,  823. 

a  bill  reported  making  an  appropriation  to  the 
Navy  Hospital  Fund,  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted, 890. 
Navy  Appropriations,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Naval  service  for  1838,  taken  up,  1506. 
committee  rose  and  reported  tlie  bill,  1510. 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  taken  up, 

1917. 
Naturalization,  a  bill  to  amend  the  acts  on  this  subject 

taken  up,  3555. 
North  Carolina  Indians,  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  Indian  Department,  for  re- 
funding money  expended  by  that  State  in  ex- 
tinguishing certain  Indian  titles,  3589. 
the  House  receded  from  its  disagreement  to  the 
Senate's  amendment,  3595. 
National  Paintings,  means  to  be  taken  to  secure  them 
from  injury  from  the  effects  of  dampness,  3768. 

Order,  points  of,  865,  869,  871,  874,  893,  909,  927,  928, 
933,  937,  947,  965,  1003, 1030, 1049, 1055, 1098, 
1113, 1138, 1143,  1154, 1155, 1170, 1193, 1193, 
1195, 1301, 1203, 1208, 1222, 1223, 1224^  1225, 
1226, 1229, 1245, 1252, 1398, 1417, 1419, 1420, 
1423, 1425, 1432,  1455, 1456, 1457, 1490, 1493, 
1494, 1498, 1504, 1689, 1721, 1724. 1726, 1749, 
1755, 1784, 1830,  1831, 1835, 1950, 1962,  1966, 
2053,  2055,  2056, 2131, 2135,2193,  2210,2211, 
2313, 3332,  2261, 2267,  2289, 2291,  2293,  2309, 
2310,  2312,  2366,  2479, 2563, 2605, 2664, 2673, 
2698,  2699, 2710, 2714, 2740,  2750, 2766,  3767. 
Ohio  Canal  bill,  taken  up,  3733,  2735. 

rejected,  2743. 
Ohio  Canals,  a  bill  to  aid  that  State  in  extending  the  Mi- 
ami Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie,  taken  up, 

2733,  2735. 
passed,  2767. 

President's  Message  communicated,  812. 
Printing  Public  Documents— a    Resolution    introduced, 
instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Rules  to  in- 
quire whether  any  amendment  be  necessary  in 
rehition  to  the  printing  of  Reports  and  other 
documenta,  1718. 
resolutions  and  amendments  laid  on  the  table,  1735. 
debate  commences,  1718. 
Printiog  of  Congress— a  Resolution  ahering  the  manner 
of  printing,  2730,  2746. 
adopted,  2753. 


PrvTAte  Property— a  Resolution  intfoduod,  ialflicliM 
the  Jndicianr  Conumttee  to  cnqmnab  the  m 
pedieney  of  settling  by  kw.  onde  ^ndd 
private  property  (tf  ta  be  tikenit  tB)bllli 
taken  for  public  use,  1005. 
agreed  to,  tOOb. 

Public  BuUdings— a  ResolntionInbmittd,'nttvili|k 
committee  on  thb  subject  to  taqueiidreiist 
whether  it  be  expedient  to  pbce  the  Pabii 
Buildings,  fcc.  under  the  protMtioi  of  tk^ 
PoKee,'or  to  create  a  distinct  utiwrity  to  ftiO 
OTerthem,  861. 
reaolution  agreed  to,  863. 
bill  making   appropriatioM  for  tm^» 
public  buildings  taken  up,  3506. 
ordered  to  be  engnmed,  2506. 

Public  Land  Debt— the  biH  to  reme  ind  «*«  j 
force  the  sevend  scUmakioi^pnmMBi''^ 
eztinsuishment  of  the  debt  due  by  tkep<B» 
sers  of  public  lands  i  andthe  baferihe  w 
of  purchaseta  of  public  lindi,  wtoch  hm  t 
verted  for  non-payment,  8M. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  (bra  third  tesiafs^ 

Public  Busineaa-Hi  Resolution  intndnced  to  nq>f 
the  expediency  of  adoptiof  aMse  nk  n: ' 
diapatch  of  public  bafline«b  l^^- 
rejected,  1756. 

Public  Landa,  a  biU  to  provide  fat  theaihol,  SQx 
bin  paaaed,  3053.  ,  ^ 

Public  Documents,  reaohitioB  fordi^*butuffa,  .• 

Rail  Roads,  a  bill  to  authoriae  the  iffiportttiaa  ^en". 
machinery,  duty  free,  3506.  . 

Randolph,  John,  applies  to  the  SentetDkar^ 
from  aenring  on  theCoBmitteerf^"** 
Means,  and  is  excused  sccordinci^r  «^  . 
Ratio  of  RepreaenUtion,  a  bill  iotroduoedsa"^' 
the  3d  of  March,  1833,  815. 
referred  to  a  select  committee^  SST.       ,^ 
the  committee  reported  thst  it  *a  J^pfr. 
at  thia  time  to  pasa  any  hw  o«  tlie«y^ 
Repreaentatires'  Hall,  a  resolution  »nt«*^\r. 
ing  the  use  of,  unless  spedtUjrgn"^ 
der  of  the  House,  1699.  .        . 

RcToltttionaty  Land  Warrants,  a*lka)lut»oo  m^- 
directing  the  SecroUry  of ^"^J*^ 7^ , 
House  a  atatement  of  the  number  tf^^ 
land  warrants  due  totheOfBewiiMj^! 
of  the  Revolution,  wbieh  rciBii> «« "^ 
uncalled  for,  860.  r^j*n> 

Revolutionary  Soldiers— a  biU  for  the  relief  fl"". 
viving  officera  and  soldier*  of  the  i«^ 
taken  up,  3596. 
bill  passed,  367a  .  ^^>^ 

Retrenchment,  sundiy  Resolutioni  introdocc 

subject,  1064b  ,     ^^^^ 

After  much  discussion  snd  »^r^ 

the  Resolutions,  as  amended,  pso^ip^ 

ly,  1458. 

debate  commences,  1064.  t^,,,*^^^ 

a  reaolution  offeied  for  sending  tor  pei^ 

papers,  2256 1  carried,  2158.  ^i 

two  reporta  were  made,  one  by  tne  ^ .  ^^ 
tile  Committee,  the  other  by  *  "j*"^  ^ 
half  of  the  minority,  both  ordered  w 

a  resohition  respecting  the  P«Wic  ^  • 

ported,  2730,  2752. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  S768.       ^v^ 
the  chairman  reported  the  docunjen^^y 

accumuUted  o.n  Uie  table  of  tw  "^ 

Road  from  Columbus  to  SanduslQrt  •  ^|f!|i ^ 

for,  the  biU  ordered  to  be  esgrosieo. 
Rules,  amendment  proposed,  839. 
laid  00  the  table,  827. 
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referred   to  a  Select  Committee  for  amendment^ 
10O4. 
jlea  of  the  House  amended,  2578. 
issian  Treaty,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  contraven- 
tions of,  taken  up,  2560. 
"^    ,.  .   **•**  paased,  2563. 

:=dilion  Law,  a  resolution  submitted,  declaring  the  act 
of  1798  a  Fiolation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  and  proposing  that  a  bill  be  brought  in 
^'  to  refund  to  the  several  persons  who  had  suffer- 

ed penalties  under  it,  the  fines  Inflicted  upon 
them,  with  interest,  859. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  ib. 
iaves,  s  resolution  introduced,  instructing  the  Commit 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  so  much  of  the  16th  sec* 
tion   of    an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  &c.  as  requires  that  the  owner  or  cap- 
tain  intending  to  transport  a  slave  coastwise, 
shall  previously  deliver  to  the  collector  a  mani- 
fest, &c.  897.    adopted,  898. 
deported,  a  resolution  instructing  the  committee 
to  whom  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject is  or  may  be  referred,  1811. 
agreed  to,  1835. 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  Ghent 
commissioners  on  this  subject — a  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  committee  fiom  the  further  conside- 
ration of  it,  2314. 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  the  bill 
passed,  2576. 
Slave  Trade,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  U.  States  agency  on 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  to  provide  otherwise 
for  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  taken  up,  2744. 
bill  passed,  2753. 
Speaker  of  the  House  elected,  811. 
address  to  the  House,  811. 
'  Speaker's  Address  at  the  close  of  the  session,  2769. 
Stenographers,  the  rules  of  the  House  committed  to  a 
select  committee  for  amendment,  in  relation  to 
stenographers,  &c.  1004. 
debate  commences,  1001. 
a  resolution  respecting,  2406. 
ordered  to  He  on  the  Uble,  2407. 
Survey  of  the  Coast,  a  resolution  submitted,  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  making  suitable  legislative  pro- 
vision for  reviving  and  carrying  into  effect  the 
act  of  Feb.  1807,  providing  for  a  survey  of  the 
Coast  of  the  U.  SUtes,  953. 
agreed  to,  954. 
Surveys  in  the  Pacific,  resolutions  submitted  to  cause  a 
vessel  to  be  sent,  to  examine  coasts,  harbors, 
&c.,  2731. 

Tariff,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures^  made  a  report 
on  the  subject,  accompanied  by  a  bill  in  alteration 
of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports, 

1274. 
6000  copies  of  the  report,  bill,  &c.  ordered  to  be 

printed,  ib. 
the  bill  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

the  state  of  the  Union,  1727. 
debate  commences,  1729. 
arain  taken  up,  1924. 
bill  reported  to  the  House,  2188. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  2348. 
passed  its  third  reading,  2472. 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  considered, 

2696. 
til  the  amendments  were  sgreed  to,  2714. 
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Treasury,  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Accounting  OfR- 
cefsof,  1954. 
resolution  committed,  1998. 
Tennessee  Land  Titles,  a  bill  to  authorize  that  State  to 
issue  grants.  Sec.  2496. 
laid  on  the  table,  2550. 
thanks  to  the  Speaker,  2766. 
Washington  City  College,  the  bill  concerning  it  taken 

up  and  re-committed,  1487. 
West  Point,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  furnish  the  House  with  information  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  Cadets  now  at  West  Point,their 
names,  where  from,  &c.  1520. 
Wilde  Richard  H.  a  bill  to  authorize  tlie  cancelling  of  a 
certain  bond,  2501. 
bill  passed,  2503. 
Wines,  a  bill  to  alter  the  duties  on  wines  imported, 

2745. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  2748. 

Young,  Mr.  from  Kentucky,  his  death  announced,  812. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  resolution  proposing  to  sell  the 

stock  owned  by  the  government  in  the  United 

States  Bank,  858. 

on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of 

Manufactures  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 

889. 
on  paintings  for  the  Rotundo,  952. 
on  the  case  of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  1122. 
on  engrossing  the  bill  on  internal  improvements, 

1810. 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  1818. 
on  the  claim  of  R.  W.  Meade,  1970. 
on  engrossing  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown, 

2086. 
on  the  passage  of  do.  2089. 
on  laying  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  2208. 
on  laying  an  additional  duty  on  distilled  spirits, 

2245. 
on  striking  out  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Mallory,  on 

woollen  cloth,  2289. 
OD  an  appeal  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  from  the  Chair, 

2305. 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  tariff  bill,  2307. 
on  Mr.  Mallary's  amendment,  as  amended,  2313. 
on  the  previous  question  on  the  tariff  bilC  2347. 
on  engrossing  the  tariff  bill,  2348. 
on  the  previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the  ta- 
riff bUI,  2470. 
on  the  passage  of  the  tariff  bill,  2471. 
on  the  resolution  for  inquiring  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  2493. 
on  ordering  Delaware  breakwater  bill  to  a  thinl 

reading,  2734. 
on  engroasing  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  bill, 

2616. 
on  the  passage  of  do.  2639. 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of  Revolutiona- 
ry ofticera  and  aoldiers,  2670. 
on  engrossing  the  biU  for  enlarging  the  powers  of 
the  corporations  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 2677. 
on  engrossing  the  bill  for  abolishing  the  office  of 

Major  General,  2694. 
on  the  question  for  engrossing  the  Ohio  Canal  bill, 

2736,  2743. 
on  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  Alabama  land 

bill,  2744. 
on  engrossing  the  bill  to  alter  the  duty  on  w/nes, 

2748. 
on  engrossing  the  bill  providing  for  the  removal 
of  the  Choctaw  and  other  Indians,  2751. 
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BttnutI,  Mr.  on  the  bill  proyidin|^  for  the  payment  of  in< 
terest  to  tiindry  States  on  debts  incurred  during 
the  Ute  War,  588. 
on  authorizing  the  importation  of  Iron  for  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad,  682,  693. 
on  the  Tariff,  fSS,  754,  735,  785. 
Barton,  Mr.  on  authorizing  the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell 
lands  appropriated  to  the  use  of  Schools — 10. 
selling  the  reserved  Salt  Springs  in  Missouri — 30. 
graduating  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands,  28,  483, 

5&2,  666,  667, 
OB  abolishing  imprisonment  for  Debt,  40. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  304. 
on  providing  for  the  settlement  of  Private  Land 

Claims,  458,  459,  470,  473,  474,  481. 
on  relinquishing  School  Lands  in  Alabama,  478, 

460. 
on  granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  543. 
00  Internal  Improvement,  630,  631. 
Bateman,  Mr.  on  the  bill  to  encourage  Vaccination,  550, 

552. 
Bell, Mr.  on  the  bill  for  abolishing  Imprisonment  for  Debt 

66,85, 
for  the  relief  of  surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, 228,436. 
lor  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ogden,  274. 
the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  306. 
Benton,  Mr.  on  allowing  further  indemnification  for  the 
destruction  of  the  British  ship  Union,  6. 
on  graduating  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands,  23, 
507,  603,  609. 653,  657,  659,  660,  666,667,672. 
on  the  bill  for  completing  the  Cumberland  Road, 

109. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  282. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major-General,  377. 
on  introducing  Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  sur- 
plus revenue  in  the  Treasury  379. 
on  making  appropriations  fbr  certain  Portifieations, 

405. 
for  the  Military  Establishment,  413. 
on  purchasing  a  site  for  Barracks  at  New-Orleans, 

435. 
on  the  iettlement  of  Private  Land  Claims,  459. 
on  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  468. 
on  granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  541. 
on  Internal  Improvements,  629,  630. 
appropriation  for  Indian  Emigration,  660. 
Cumberland  Road,  715,  717. 
the  Tariff,  726, 727, 728, 732,  733,  747,  765,  770, 
774,  776,  777,  782,  783,  784,  785,  786. 
Berrien,Mr.  on  abolishing  Imprisonment  for  Deb;,  19,  33, 
43,44^66,67,68,71,76. 
on  cancelling  a  bond  in  relation  to  captured  ne- 
groes, 30. 
on  regulating  process  in  the  Stales  admitted  into 

the  Union  since  1789,  94^  95. 
on  increasing  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the 

Navy  who  have  served  ten  years,  100. 
on  relieving  the  surviving  oincera  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, 150,  205. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  324. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Majur* General,  375, 

377,378. 
on  making  appropriations  for  certain  Fortifications, 

399. 
on  a  supplementsry  bill  for  adjusting  claims  for  de- 
ported Slaves,  406,  407. 
on  the  settlement  of  Private  Land  Claims,  459, 
461,  470,  473,  474^  480,  481,  483,  507. 
on  graduating  the  price  of  Public  Lands,  678. 


on  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Gen.  BRnra,  52: 

Branch,  Mr.  on  the  bill  for  aboriahingIinpra(»Kr.tio 
Debt,  34^43. 
on  the  bill  to  increate  the  pty  of  lintnua  <: 
the  Navy,  who  have  served  ten  fema  sk^ 

h. 
to  c  ^mplete  the  Cumberland  Rosd,  t(fi,  H  '^^ 
in  favor  of  the  aurvivingOfBcefsoftheSwoV;' 

to  graduate  the  price  of  Public  Lindi,  166,  :> 

653,  --^ 
making  appropruttions  for  the  Mffitaiy  Isis* 

ment,  406. 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  CoHeg;ff  536,  Mi 
the  French  Colonial  Trade,  554, 556. 
for  reducing  the  duty  on  Ssitt  603. 
the  CumberUnd  Road  bill,  714, 715. 
the  Tariff,  732.  735,  748. 

Chambers,  Mr.  on  abolishing  impTTioiMn«tfo(iri/ 

on  increasing  the  pay  of  Lieutenanttrf  «»! 

who  have  served  ten  yesit,  Wl.  .. 

ON  the  surviving  Officers  of  the  ^em^y^ 

Ix,  f 

on  lelieving  Susan  Decatur,  260, 2©,  2^  "i 
on  the  powers  of  the  Tice  Pw*^'*'::; ^9 

on  appropriations  ibr  the  mililaiy  tf'^'*^' 

411,414.415. 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  »•      ^ 
the    payment  of  interest   on  dew » 

States,  583,  587,  589.  ,. 

on  the  importation  oflron  forRsilwjW'^:., 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ctwl, '»» -" ; 

for  the  relief  of  RevolutionsiyOfficejS  7*' 
the  suppression  of  the  Shve  Ttidc,  m  ^ 
Chandler,  Mr.  on  the  Columbian  Colkge,  Ti- 
on  increasing  the  pay  of  LieutenMts  ot  i^ 

who  have  served  ten  yean,  81»  y^ 
on  the  Cumberiand  Road,  U^- 
on  Revolutionary  Pensioners,  113.  ^- 

on  the  surviving  Officers  of  the  k«^"^m  ;- 

on  the  organization  of  the  Militia  9^- 
on  refieving  Abraham  Ogden.  27-i.        - 
on  abolishing  the  offijc  ^^J^^^^Ji 

on  appropriations  for  the  MiBtsry  »     ^;; 

on  South  Carolina  claims,  ^^^^^^vjOrtJ* 
on  purchasing  a  site  for  Bsrrscw  « *       c^ 

to  prevent  desertion,  451,  452.        ^^  it 
to  appropriate  lands  in  AUbsntt"    r 

navigation  of  her  Rivers,  4f4.^''     4J8,* 
on  the  settlement  of  private  !•»»  !f'*'^ 
on  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  47U.   ^^^ 
on  extending  the  franking  pnv»f8;»    4SO. 
relinquishing  School  Lands  inAlaw^  w 
giadJating  the  price  of  V^^^^^^^^^ ^ 
on  reUeving  the  widow  ^  ^^^]^  5*1 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  CoH<y*i  ^" 
on  Internal  Improvements,  ow. 
on  the  Tariff  BiSI,  726, 732. 
on  abolishing  brevet  rank,  fw. 
on  reducing  the  duty  on  Winc»i 'g  * 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  t^ 


INDEX  TO  SPEAKBliS  NAMES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


XI 


on  aiding  the  Miami  Canal,  809. 
!obb,  Mr.  on  aDolishing^  imprisonment  for  debt,  43,  70, 
on  completing  the  Cumberland  Road,  103,  110. 
on    relieving  Revolutionary  Pensioners,  113,  214. 
for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur,  266. 
on  certain  Fortifications,  400,  402. 
on  the  South  Carolina  claims,  419,  421. 
appropriating  lands  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Rivers  in  Alabama,  456,  457, 

473. 
C^duating  the  price   of  public  lands,  655,  656, 

658,  659. 
on  relieving  the  widow  of  Gen.  Brown,  528. 
on  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  States,* 587, 588, 

589. 
on  Indian  Emigration,  661,  662. 
on  relieving  Revolutionary  Officers,  790. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  794, 795,  801, 

802. 
on  aiding  the  Miami  Canal,  809. 

l>ickerson,  Hr.  on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  281, 

338. 
on  certain  fortifications,  394,  396,  398,  404. 
on  i^duating  the  price  of  public  lands,  530,  675. 
to  enconrage  vaccination,  551,  552. 
authorizing  the  importation  of  Iron  for  Rail-roads, 
680, 687,  688,  694 
on  the  Tariflr,  725,  726,  727,  732,  733,  734,  735, 
744,  747,  750,  769,  77'J,  774,  775,  776, 782, 

783,  785. 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  792,   797,  800, 

802. 
Gaton,  Mr.  on  affording  further  indemnification  for  the 
destruction  of  the  British  ship  Union,  5. 
on  ftboiishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  66, 76. 
the  Columbian  College,  73* 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy 
'  who  have  served  ten  years,  81. 

on  the  Cumberland  road,  114. 
on  abolishing  the  ofRce  of  Major  General,  416. 
on  the  Tariff,  733,  782. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  788. 
Ellis,  Mr.  on  the  bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  public 
lands,  658,  659. 
Indian  emigration,  661. 

Foot,  Mr.  on  relinquishing  the  Cumberland  Road  to  the 
States  through  which  it  passes,  126. 
on  relieving  surviving  ofRcers  of  the  Revolution, 

150. 
diaeriminating  duties,  244. 
on  relieving  Abraham  Ogden,  268,  270. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  278,  280, 

281.  325,  341. 
on  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  462,  468. 
on  granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  539. 
on  the  Tariff,  747,  749,  785. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  792,  799,  803,  804. 
on  outrages  committed  in  the  Capitol,  810. 
Harrison,  Mr.  on  repealing  the  duty  on  imported  salt,  5, 

591. 
on  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  4S. 
on  increasing  the  pay  of  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy, 

who  have  served  ten  years^  81,  96,  99. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  125. 
OA  Revolutionary  pensioners,  112. 
on  relieving  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolu* 

tton,  139,  140,  200,  423. 
on  relieving  Susan  Decatur,  259,  262. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  373,376. 

415,  416. 
on  certain  fortifications,  395,  398, 401. 
on  appropriations  for  the  military  establishment, 

411,  413,  415. 
on  South  Carolina  Claims,  417. 


on  the  Western  Armory,  7. 
on  purchasing  a  site  for  barracks  at  New  Orleans, 

433,434. 
on  desertion,  449,  451,  452,  453. 
on  relieving  the  widow   of  General  Brown,  521, 

525,  528. 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  $36,  540,  543. 
to  encourage  vaccination,  551. 
on  the  French  Colonial  Trade,  564. 
on  the  importation  of  iron  for  the  Railroad,  693.  * 
on  the  Tariff,  735. 
on  abolishing  brevet  rank,  789. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  796. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  805. 
on  aiding  the  Miami  Canal,  809* 
Hayne,  Mr.  on  allowing  further  indemnification  for  the 

destruction  of  the  British  ship  Union,  6. 
on  a  memorial  from  Boston  againat  increasing  du- 
ties on  imports,  9. 
on  the  bill  for  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 

22,36,44,69. 
on  increasing  the  pay  of  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy, 

who  have  served  ten  years,  80,  98, 101. 
on  relieving  Susan  Decatur,  248,  260,  261,  266, 

277,278. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  302. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  375, 

377. 
on  adjusting  claims  for  deported  slaves,  410. 
on  appropriations  for  the  military  establiehmept, 

414. 
Sou^h  Carolina  Claims,  418, 419, 421. 
on  tlie  surviving  oflicers  of  the  RevolutioD,  427. 
on  desertion,  451,  452,  453. 
on  the  settlement  of  private  Und  claims,  459, 470, 

481,  507. 
on  extending  the  franking  privilege,  478. 
Canting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  545,  549. 
the  French  Colonial  Trade,  557,  564. 
on  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  States  on  debts 

incurred  during  the  late  war,  585, 58^  588,  589. 
on  reducing  the  duty  on  salt,  603. 
on  internal  improvements,  607,  631. 
on  the  importation  of  iron  for  Railroads,  682, 

695. 
on  the  Tariff,  746, 748,  770,  777.  786. 
on  establishing  a  Navy  Yard  between  Cape  Hat- 

teras  and  Florida,  790. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  792. 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  806,  808. 
Hendricks,  Mr.  on  the  Western  Armoiy,  7. 

on  ceding  the  public  bnds  within  tlie  new  Statea 

to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  15. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  102, 117. 
on  relinquishing  the  Cumberland  road  to  the  Statea 

through  which  it  passes,  125, 127. 
on  graduating  tlie  price  of  public  lands,  151,  665, 

666. 
on  internal  improvements,  631. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  791,  792, 794, 

795,  796,  802. 

Johnson,  Mr.  of  Keatuckjjr,on  the  Wcatem  Annoty,  4,  7. 

CD  aboliahing  imprisonment  for  debt,  11,  20,22, 

31, 38,  71,  82. 
on  Columbian  College^  72. 
on  Increasidg  the  pay  of  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy, 

who  have  aerved  ten  years,  82. 
on  regulating  process  in  the  States,  94^  95,  303. 
on  the  claims  of  Sooth  Carolina,  419. 
on  exUnding  the  franking  privilege,  474^  475. 
on  graduating  the  price  of  Public  Lands,  571,  659, 
on  relieving  the  widow  of  Gen.  Browo,  588. 
on  Indian  Emigration  661, 663. 
on  changing  the  seats  of  the  Senate,  664. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  714. 
on  the  Tariff,  727,  762,  785. 
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Johnston,  Mr.  Louiaianst  on  relieving  Abmhun  Ogden, 

270,  371.  273. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  328, 338. 
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on  Naval  Appropriations,  1508,  1509* 
on  Internal  Improveofiencs,  1640. 
on  R.  W.  Meade's  Cbum,  1916. 
.on  the  Mint,  3579. 

on  the  Chesapeake  i^id  Ohio  Canal,  3615. 
Sevier, Mr.  on  Indian  Appropriations,  2493,  3494. 
Smith,  Mr.  of  Indiana,  on  Indian  Appropriations,  1541. 
8 myth, Mr.  of  Virginia,  on  Retrenchments,  1417. 
on  the  Tens;  3304. 

the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  bill,  3615, 
cnUrging  the  powers  of  the  Corporations  within 

the  District,  3675. 
abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  3676,3680. 
3683. 
SUnberry,  Mr.  on  the  Tariff,  2119,  2184,  3711. 

on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  3613.  ' 

Ohio  Canal,  374Q. 
Sl<mie»Mr.  on  the  Mobile  Court  Martia]»999, 1000,  lOJl. 

1033, 1046, 1048, 1353,  1486,  1503. 
Stewart,  Mr.  of  Pa.  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
United  States  Bank,  848. 
on  authorising  the  Committee  of  ManufiMtures  to 
send  for  penonsend  papers,  864,  873, 874,  876. 
on  paintiiigv  for  the  Rotundo,  945. 
00  Retrenchments^  1148. 
Internal  Improveaaents,  1516,  1661,  1692, 
the  Rules  for  printing  Documents,  1731, 1725. 
the  Tariff,  3176.  3232,  2234>  3335. 
the  Chesapeake  and  O  lio  Canal  bill,  3614. 
enlaiging  the  powers  of  the  Corporations  within 
the  district,  3671. 
Spngoe,  Mr.  on  the  North  Eastern  Bouiidaryy  813, 814, 

815. 
on  authorizing  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  to 

send  for  persons  and  papers,  883, 886. 
on  the  Mobile  Court  Martial,  1088. 
on  Internal  ImprovementSb  1510, 1511. 
on  Indian  appropriatioiis,  1536. 
on  granting  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  Repiwseatati  ves, 

1717,  1718. 
the  ehim  of  Mr.  Me«iei  1619. 
uniting  the  waters^  the  James  aad  KenhawaRi. 
vers,  1938. 
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M  tkc  TMIt  SOiSO^  S053, 90S4^  99S6»  310r,  3334 
on  a  Seporl  of  die  CominiltMnr  FinMoe,  J316. 
mdHgittr  the  powcrt  of  tlio  CorporakioM  within 

the  IK^rict.  267%,  S673.  9675. 
SUvcnton,  Mr:  froni  Peimif hrania,  on  authoriting  the 

Conmittee  of  Uenufactures  to  tend  for  penons 
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Retoltttion  retpectimr  9teiionmplicr%  1517. 
Tariff,  1756^  2246. 
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on  the  case  of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  923,  1002, 

1028. 

on  paintings  for  the  rotundo,  932,  934. 

on  aiUitia  courts  martiat,  1468, 1502.  { 

on  naTal  appropriations,  1507. 

on  the  Cherokee  Indians,  1593. 

on  Internal  Inprovementi,  1639. 

on  granting  the  uie  of  the  Hall  of  llepreaenta* 
tjves,  1700. 

on  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  1916. 

the  tariff,  2031, 2045.  2906,  2697. 

on  retrenchments,  2157. 

on  Indian  appropriations,  2482. 

on  enlarging  the  powen  of  the  corporations  within 
the  district,  2671. 
Strong,  Mr.  on  amending  the  rules,  823,  824. 

on  authorizing  the  committee  of  manufactures  to 
aend  fbr  persons  and  papers,  862,  865. 

on  the  case  of  Marignj  D*Aut«rive,  909. 

on  retrenchments,  1398,  2157. 

mililaiy  appropriation  bill,  1527. 

tariff,  2267, 2697. 

aboliahing  the  office  of  Major  General,  2490. 

tVnnessee  bnd  titles,  2524. 

boundary  line  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  2550. 

contraventiona  of  the  Russian  treaty,  2562,  2563. 
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on  R.  W.  Meade's  claim,  1917. 

on  the  tariff,  2262,  2267,  2335. 
Shepperd,  Mr.  on  Indian  appropriations^  2554. 
Stengere,  Mr.  on  the  tariff,  2277. 

on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  24M« 

on  internal  improTements,  2576. 

M  the  Revolutionary  soldiers'  bill,  2602,  d661. 

Tsliiferro,  Mr.  on  deported  slaves,   1811,^  1812,  1814^ 
1830,  1832,  1835,  2316,  2352. 
Taylor,  Mr.  on  amending  the  rules,  826. 

on  the  case  of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  913,  1480. 

on  the  bill  in  relation  to  captured  Africans,  956. 

on  retrenchments,  1128»  1134,  1146,  1400. 

on  manufactures,  1274. 

on  militia  courts  martial,  1497. 

on  naval  appropriations,  1507,  19 18^  1919. 

on  the  tariff,  2261.  2301,  2303. 

on  contraventions  of  Russian  treaty,  2561,  3562. 

on  the  revolutionary  soldiers  bill,  2596,  2661. 
Thompson,  Mr.  of  Georgia,  on  Indian  governments^  927. 

on  Indian  affairs,  1950. 

on  the  tariff,  2445. 
Tracy,  Mr.  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to  the  ab- 
duction of  William  Morgan,  2644. 

on  the  revoUitionary  officers  and  aoldieti  bill, 

2654. 
Tucker,  Mr.  on  contraventions  of  Ruulan  treaty,  2563. 

on  the  revolutionary  soldiers  bill,  2598. 
Turner,  Mr.  on  the  tariff,  2437 


Vanee^  Mr.  on  retmndnsemi*  1S}1,133S. 
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resolution  respecting  Weit  Ponrt,  ISSOi 

military  appropriatioaib  1^* 

bill  for  relief  of  Mis.  Browa.  2079. 

Indian  a^roprialions,  2484. 
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contraventions  of  Rusnaa  Treaty,  2iE 
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the  Ohio  Canal,  2741. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  on  grant;!^  the  ok  of  tts  Biil  sf 

RepmmUtives,  1699. 
Verplanck,  Mr.  on  a  aurvey  of  the  eotft,  9£S. 

oontraventiona  of  Ruana  TraHy,  m  ^' 
Vinton,  Mr.  on  internal  improvementi,  1521 

Indian  appropriation^  1566klJ6^3481. 
I  Uriff,  2335. 

Tenneasee  land  titles,  253^  2519. 

the  Ohio  Canal,  2741. 

Walea,  Mr.  on  the  caae  of  R.  W.  Mesde,  m. 

Ward,  Mr.  on  deported  ahive8»  1832. 
R.  W.  Meade's  case,  1962. 
enlarging  the  powers  of  the  cwpattoM"- 

the  Dimrict,  2671. 
abolishing  the  office  of  Major  G«iienl|.2^i 
Ohio  Canal,  2742. 

Waahington,  Mr.  on  retrenchnenH,  1313. 

Weems,  Mr.  on  the  ease  of  Msrigoy  D'AoW  1"- 
the  bill  in  relation  to  captured  slivo.  ^ 
the  Mobile  court  martial,  1042, 1043. 
the  bill  concerning  WashingtosCoiki^* 
a  reaolution  in  relation  to  Weit  PM  "'^ 
military  appropriations,  1525. 
Indian  appropriations,  1565.  .-^ 

granting  the  use  of  the  Hallof»p«»^ 

R.  W.  Meade's  claim,  1917. 

Indian  affairs,  1948.  ^^  ^, 

bat  for  relief  of  Mra  Brown,  »»0,» 

tariff,  2328. 

deported  slavea,  2334. 

internal  imorovements,  258&  ^^ 

Revolutionary  officers  and  if^^f*.^ 

Whipple,  Mr.  on  retrenchments  IW  1»U» 
militia  courta  martial,  1494, 1495,  l5W,i*» 
navy  appropriations,  150^  ^^Jai 
internal  improvements,  1515,  low. 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  Weft  Pomt,  i^' 
bill  for  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  2081       ^ 

White,  Mr.  of  Florida,  on  the  Geonps««  *i^ 
daiy  line,  1090, 1092. 
military  appropriationi^  1527. 
Indian  appropriations,  1537, 1588. 
land  claims,  2380,  2409,  2728.  ^^ 

Whittleaey,  Mr.  on  the  case  of  Mariffsy  I^^^i;ii 

paintings  fbr  the  Rotundo,  947. 
militia  courts  martial,  1491.  ^.g 

the  Cheaapeake  and  Ohio  Csntl  biB,  ^^ 
Wickliffe,  Mr.  on  the  bill  in  rebtion  to  cipw» 

cana,  959.  ,^,  *fj^\^ 

the  Mobile  court  martial,  999,  ^^^  jjfjl*^ 

retrenchments,  1271, 1275, 150& 
military  appropriations,  1523,  ^ri^0 
resolution  respecting  Cherokee  Isdw* 

Indian  affiiira,  1950.  ^^. 

Uriff,  2045,  2176^  2286, 2342, 2346. 
aale  of  public  landib  3051.  _» 

bill  for  relief  of  Mis.  Brswn,  2079,  »^^^ 
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internal  impiwrtmcnti^  3576. 

Ch«tapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  3603,  S636. 

enUryins^  the  corporations  within  theDwtrict,3671. 
Vllde.  Mr.  on  tba  Geoi|[ia  and  Florida  boundarjr  line, 

1091. 

the  Cherokee  Indiana,  1593, 1593. 

internal  improvcmenta,  1685, 1686»  1806. 

deported  dave%  1833,3333. 

Indian  afTain,  1950. 

Indian  appropriationt,  3483, 3494. 

the  form  of  certificatea  returned  of  Presidential 
elections^  3640. 

the  tariff,  3698,  3699. 
,^illiam«,  Mr.  on  Indian  ^irernments,  926. 
^  the  case  of  Marij^ny  D' Auterive,  I486. 

naTy  appropriations,  1507. 

internal  improyementa,  1648. 

abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  3484. 
winfT*  Mr.  on  a  canal  in  Michifsn,  898, 
WaHF,  Mr.  on  the  tariff,  3317. 

revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers'  bill,  3651. 
Wood,  Mr.  of  New  York,  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  United  States  Bank,  855. 

amendinjgp  the  rules,  833. 

authorizing  the  Committee  of  Manufaeturas  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  877,  883. 

the  caae  of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  1056. 

internal  improvements,  1516l  1533,  1814. 

tariir,  3388. 

Indian  appropriations,  3554. 
Woodt  Mr.  8.  on  R.  W.  Mead's  claim,  1696. 


Woodcock,  Mr.  on  paintings  for  the  Rotunda,  946. 
militia  courta  martial,  1496. 
the  tariff,  1870,  3346^3381. 
internal  improvementf,  3577. 
Wooda,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  on  Indian  governments,  937. 
militia  courts  martial,  1498, 1501,  1503. 
Indian  appropriations,   1539,  1548,  3481,  3483, 

3493. 
resolution  on  Indian  concerns,  1939. 
Creek  treaties,  1953. 

Wickliffe's  resolutionrespecting  internal  improve- 
ments, 3133,  3194. 
tariir,  3376^  3313,  3346. 
Wright,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  on  the  northeastern  boundaiy,  815. 
military  land  warrants,  861. 
authorizing  the  Committee  of  Manufiictures  to  send 

for  persons  and  papers,  863,  878,  883. 
bill  in  relation  to  captured  Africans,  955, 960. 
the  Mobile  court  martial,  1044^  I486,  1498. 
retrenchments,1155, 1191,1197, 1301, 1435. 1454, 

1457. 

the  rules  for  printing  documents,  1730, 1733, 1733 . 

the  tariff,  1797,  1835,  3131,  3199,  3391,  3305, 

3306,  3309,  3313,  3344;,  3709. 

sale  of  public  lands,  3051. 

Wright,  Mr.  of  New  York,  on  the  tariff,  3045,  3349, 

3363,  3343. 
bill  for  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  3083. 
internal  improvements,  3576. 
on  enlarging  the  powera  of  the  oorporations  with- 
in the  District,  3670,  3676. 


